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EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

41 East 42nd St .. 
New York, N. Y. 

A JEWISH MILITARY FORCE 

To Serve Under British Command in the Defense of 

Palestine and the Middle Ea.st 

Summary Statement on the History and Present Status of the Project 

{December, 1941) 

1. The desire of the Jewish people to place a military force in the field to 

fight with the British against the common enemy, is based on the elementary human 

right of self-defense. The same right is being exercised by Czechs, Poles, 

Norwegians, Free French and others who are fighting under British command under 

their own flags and insignia. The Jews are at a loss to understand why this right 

ehould be denied to them. They feel they have a special claim to it in view of the 

fact that they were the first people to be singled out by the common enemy for per­

secution and terror. The Jews regard it a matter of right and honor to meet that 

challenge as Jews. 

2. The present demand for a Jewish military force to fight for the defense 

of Palestine is not without precedent. A similar force was created during the first 

World War. Popularly lmown as the Jewish Legion, it consisted of the Zion Transport 

Corps, which served in the Gallipoli campaign of 1915, and, later, of the 58th, 

59th, 40th and 42nd Battalions of the Royal Fusiliers, E.E.F., which saw active 

service in the Palestine Campaign under General Allenby ir. 1917. The majority of 

the thousands of men who enlisted for the Jewish Legion came from countries other 

than Palestine, many of them from the United States, the Jewish population of 

Palestine being at that time less than 60,000. Today that population exceeds half a 

million, and is prepared to furnish an army of about three divisions or approximate­

ly 50,000 men. 

3. No objection, moreover, on technical political grounds can be sustained 

against the proposal. Under the terms of the Mandate the Jewish National Home is to 
I'" 

?'; . 
all intents and purposes a recognized poli~ical e~~Jty. Its blue-and-white banner 

is 1 ts flag. Its language, Hebrew, is·.,one (?f the ottiq!al languages of the country. 

Recognition is also accorded to its repres~ntative b9~t~· the Jewish National Council 
..... ... ·~ :~;-_'1, ~ . 

{Vaad Leumi). Another body, the Jewish Agency, is ra~&nized by the Mandatory Power 
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as representing the interests of the Jewish people at large in the National Home. 

A Jewish military force, recruited primarily in the National Home, is entitled to 

the same status as the units representing Free France, Free Belgium, or any of the 

other European nations that are fighting the common enemy. 

4. On August 29, 1939, when war between Germany and Britain appeared imminent, 

the leaders of the World Zionist Movement, pursuant to action taken by the Zionist 

Congress held earlier that month in Geneva, presented to Prime Minister Chamberlain 

a proposal for the formation of Jewish military units within the British army for 

the defense of Palestine and the Middle East and for service wherever required. The 

reply was courteous but non-committal. As soon as war broke out, the responsible 

leaders of the Palestine Jewish Community called upon their people to register as 

volunteers for war service. The call was answered by 156,000 men and women out of a 

population numbering slightly over half a million. The Palestine Government ex­

pressed appreciation of this response but availed itself of it only to a very limit­

ed extent. 

5. The first offer of the Government was enlistment in two Jewish-Arab units 

of non-combatant pioneers, a form of service for which the Jews did not ask; and even 

that on condition that the number of Jews to be accepted was not to exceed the 

number of Arabs who might enlist. Eventually, the combatant services were also 

opened to them. Since the keenness for enlistment among the Arabs was not very 

great, the principle of parity restricted the number of Jewish volunteers to a small 

fraction of those who were available. The parity restriction was subsequently re­

laxed, but only with respect to the non-combatant units. Nevertheless, in spite of 

the restrictions, nearly 12,000 Jews are now serving with the British forces, and 

recruitment is continuing. These men have participated in military operations in 

France, Lybia, Eritrea, Abyssinia, Greece, Crete and Syria. They have rendered 

honorable service and have been cited for gallantry by General Wavell, General Ball 

and Vice Air Marshall B•Alb'ac, among others. 

6. When in the summer of 1940 the Chamberlain Government was replaced by 

that of Churchill, the Zionist leaders again presented their proposal for a Jewish 

military force to fight with Britain under its own flag and insignia. In September 

of that year the offer received the explicit approval of the Government. Prepara­

tions were started and the indications were that a formidable Jewish fighting force 

would soon come into existence. In Mar ch 1841, however, a letter came from the 
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Colonial Secretary stating that, owing to lack of equipment, the project would be 

delayed for six months, with the assurance, nevertheless, that the postponement was 

not to be construed as a reversal of the previous decision. Towards the end of the 

six-months postponement another communication from the Colonial Secretary was re­

ceived, again postponing action but offering to reconsider the proposal in three 

months. The same reason - technical difficulties - was given for the new postpone­

ment. Naturally, the plan involved a number of technical problems - training centers, 

transportation, equipment - and since those problems would always exist, the Zionist 

leaders pressed for a definite decision. The reply, which came on October 15, was a 

virtual retraction of the promise made in September 1940 and repeated in March 1941. 

7. The technical difficulty which has been officially cited as responsible 

for the abandonment by the Government of the plan for a Jewish military force is 

"a lack of equipment" (statement by Lord Moyne, Secretary for Colonies, in House of 

Lords, November 25th, 1941). According to all the reports, however, that lack is 

being effectively supplied by ever-increasing shipments of American lease-lend 

material to the Near Fast. Mr. Churchill has stated that a force of 750,000 men has 

been equipped for the new Lybian offensive in which Czech, Polish and other units 

representing nations conquered by Nazi Germany are fighting under their own flags. 

In so huge an army room and equipment could have been found for two or three divi­

sions representing the Jewish National Home. Surely American lend-lease material is 

not being shipped with the proviso that it may be used to equip the units of all 

peoples with the exception of the Jews. Moreover, even the lack of equipment need 

not have delayed the formation of a Jewish military force. The new American army 

has been created in spite of such a lack: soldiers in maneuvers have frequently had 

to use token weapons; and after Dunkirque many men in the new armies raised in 

Britain went through their drills for a time with broomsticks. 

8. Outstanding American leaders have supported the demand for a Jewish 

military force. At a public meeting held in Carnegie Hall November 1, 1941, Senator 

Alben W. Barkley, Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate, said: 

"Already thousands of them (the young Jews of Palestine) have joined 
the ranks of the fighters of freedom and they have been serving on many 
fronts: in Lybia, in Ethiopia, in Greece and in Syria, and their 
gallantry has won the praise of their commanders. But there are many 
thousands more who are anxious to be admitted into those ranks to fight 
with the British as a Jewish army under their own flag, even as the 
armies of the conquered nations, the Free French, the Czechs, the Poles, 
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and others are fighting. I trust that the aspirations for the establish­
ment of a Jewish army in defense of liberty may be realized." 

Senator Robert F. Wagner, as Chairman of the American Palestine Committee, a 

body comprising some 700 outstanding non-Jewish leaders in every sphere of American 

life, has stated: 

"As an important bastion of the allied front, the Jews of Palesti ne should 
be allowed to place a substantial military force in the field to fight 
with the other defenders of freedom in the Middle Ea.st. It is to be 
regretted that the repeated offers of such a force made by the Jewish 
community in Palestine have not yet been accepted." 

In England the pro osal for a Jewish Army in the Middle East has h1d notable 

support, including that of the Manchester Guardian and of the London Times. An 

editorial in the Manchester Guardian of November 10th, 1941 called the failure of 

the negotiations for a Jewish military force "a disturbing story" a...~j urged that 

Britain should welcome Jewish troops with the British forces under their own flag. 

The London Times pointed out that the Jewish volunteers had rendered good service in 

Greece, Lybia and Syria although in the citations these Jews were described only as 

Palestinians. 

9. The failure to grant the Jews of Palestine the elementary right of self­

defense and the Jewish people generally the right to vindicate their honor against 

their ruthless oppressor, should be considered in the light of the general policy 

with respect to the Jewish National Home pursued by the British Government since 

1939. That policy, embodied in the White Paper issued that year by the Chamberlain 

G vernment, denies the Jews the two rights that are indispensable to the development 

of their National Home, the right of immigration and the right of land purchase. In 
the Parliamentary debate on May 23rd, 1959, Mr. Winston Churchill characterized that 

policy as a "repudiation" of the Balfour Declaration. "As one intimately and re­

sponsibly concerned in the earlier stages of that policy," he said, "I could not 

stand by and see solemn engagements into which Britain has entered before the world 

set aside for reasons of administrative convenience or - and it will be a vain hope 

- for the sake of a quiet life." 

10. The White Paper policy was motivated by a desire to appease the Arab 

terrorists who, under the leadership of the former Mufti of Jerusalem, now at last 

conducting his activities from Rome and Berlin, were instigated and financed by the 

Axis. Appeasement, however, has been a failure in the Near East, as it has been 

everywhere else. It has failed to secure for Great Brita.in the support of the Arab 
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world, whose attitude to the democratic cause has ranged from indifference and luke­

warmness, as in the case of Egypt, to disaffection and rebellion, as in the case of 

Iraq. Jewish rights in Palestine are not an important factor in the attitude of the 

Arab countries towards Britain and the democratic cause. That attitude is, in the 

case of each of them, determined by its local interests. The democratic tradition 

among the Arabs is primitive and weak and the British cause among them would gain 

vastly more by British determination than by the policy of appeasement and surrender 

represented by the repudiation of Jewish rights in Palestine. 

11. The war has made it clear that the only element able and willing to con­

tribute substantial strength to Britain in the Near Fast is the Palestine Jewish 

Community. The fact confirms ~he contention not only of Zionists but of many far­

sighted Englishmen, that a strong Jewish Palestine is vital for the stabilization of 

the Middle Ea.st and the protection of the Suez Canal. While the Jews have laid 

emphasis on their desire to contribute their full military share to the common 

cause, Jewish Palestine has proved also an important agricultural and industrial 

asset to the British war e£fort. 

12. In a speech in London on November 9, 1941, Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President 

of the World Zionist Organization said: "For a long time we have been pressing the 

demand for a Jewish fighting force in which the Jew could enlist as a Jew for ser­

vice in the British forces under a Jewish name and flag ... Passing to the last 

chapter, I am unable to record anything except disappointment and frustration ... The 

Jews have been penalized for their loyalty and devotion. It is apparently felt that 

the Jews do not require encouragement and may be refused the right of every nation 

to a name and a flag." 

"It is bitter for me to say this," Dr. Weizmann concluded, "but we do not 

lose hope nor do we renounce the claim for a Jewish fighting force serving under its 

own standard." Addressing himself fi.nully to the Palestine Jews, Dr. Weizmann said: 

"Enlist in ever-growing numbers! Work and fight, even if nameless ... Wriatever 

others do to us, we must not default in our duty to the common cause." 
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NOTES ON SPECIAL CONF"tl!REHCE 
HELD AT THE HOTEL COMMODORE 

Thursday, Decem.Qer 18, 1941 

A meeting was oalled by Dr. Wise at the Commodore Hotel on Thursday, 
December 18, 1941 at 10 aam. The fo3:J-owing were present• 

Judge Levinthal, in the chair, Dr. Wise, Mr, Ben-Ou.rion, Mr. Gellman, 
Dr. I. Goldstein, Dr. N. Goldmann, Rabbi James G. Heller, Mrs. Halprin, 
Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Neumann, Mrs. Pool, Rabbi Silver, Mr. Szold, 
Judge Rothenberg, Mr. Weisgal, Mr. Wertheim, and Mr. Lourie. 

The following decisions were taken• 

1. It was unanimously agreed 11 that this committee favors the 
establishment of a Jewish Army to be recruited in Palestine and to 
serve with the same status as the aniies of the Czechs, Poles, Free 
French and other allies under the British High Command. The question of 
volunteering in this country for a Jewish Army should not be raised. now. 

2. It was agreed that this group request the Emergency Committee 
to proceed as rapidly as possible to the setting up of a central committee 
to determine policyfbr Public Relations. That committee should consider 
the issuing of a statement based on the tenor of today 1s discussion. 

All Zionist groups, pending the issue of such a statement, 
should consider the advisability of issuing no further statements on the 
present situation except in consultation with the Emergency Committee. 

3. A sub-committee of three persons of the Emergency Committee 
should be aopointed to deal with the Zionist press. 

4. A sub-committee of the lmergency Committee should be appointed 
to consider the advisability of establishing a single unified Zionist 
journal. 

5. Jewish Army Committee, By 8 votes to 5 it was agreed that 
Dr. Silver, Mr. Neumann, and Mrs. Halprin should continue the discussions 
with the Jewish Army Committeel subject to the condition that no proposal 
should be considered unless• a) the proposed campaign is limited to the 
raising of a Jewish Army in Palestine; and b) effective control of the 
Army Committee is ~cured for the Emergenc) Committee. 

6. By 7 votes to lit was agreed that ~the resolution of the 
Office Committee which foll.owe be approved, 

"That the Emergency Committee be composed of Dr. Wise, 
Dr. Goldmann, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Lipsky, Rabbi Silver, Judge Rothenberg, 
Mr. Szold, Mrs. Jacobs, and representatives of the parties as follows• 
'tDA - 5, Hadassah - 6, Poale Zion- 4, Mizrachi - 4. " 
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The Aini: 

To bring about, by legal means and in 

accordance with the laws and foreign 

policy of the United States, the for­

mation of a Jewish Army, based on 

Palestine, to fight for the survival of 

the Jewish people and the preserva­

tion of democracy. This army, com­

posed primarily of Palestinian Jews 

and refugees as well as of volunteers 

from free countries, will fight on all 

required battlefields side by side with 

Great Britain and the other Allied 

nations. 

COMMITTEE FOR A JEWISH ARMY 
285 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Telephone: LExington 2-7646 
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WHY A JEWISH ARMY 

THE demand that Jews be allowed to fight as Jews 
against the monster of all civilization is supported 

by the following arguments: 

A Matter of The Jews, as memb rs of a spe­
N at; on a I Honor cific race, nation and creed, were 

the first target and victim of 
Hider's hatred and of his aggressive, gangster-like 
policies. The honor of the Jewish people dictates that 
it reply blow for blow. Futur generations will not 
forgive the present Jewish gen ration if it will not 
plunge actively inro this world struggle. It would, 
therefore, be the most painful national tragedy for 
the Jews of the present as well as of the future if 
Israel were to be denied its most sacred and elementary 
right co fight against any enemy who oppresses, out­
rages and exterminates Jews. 

Integral Solution of Even prior ro che outbreak 
the Jewish Problem of the war, the Jewish posi-

tion throughout all Central 
and Eastern Europe was economically and politically 
intolerable. Even should the war end with an Allied 
victory, that position would still be excrem ly catas­
trophic and hopeless-economically and politically­
because anti-Semitism will neither be abolished nor 
alleviated. On the contrary, the masses will accept the 
most aggressive forms of this international disease 
which cannot be cured, but must be cut out as a 
cancer at its very root. 

Responsible leaders of large as well as of small 
nations are today profoundly concerned with the eco­
nomic structure of the pose-war world. In Europe, 
this threatens co become a problem of life and death 
for millions and the various governments will be con­
fronted with almost insurmountable difficulties in 
seeking the solution. There is not the slightest chance 



that the six or seven million Jews who have been 
ousted from their economic positions will, after the 
war, when the economic structure will be so deeply 
disturbed, suddenly have their positions restored to 
them-to the disadvantage of those gentiles who have 
received them or assumed they have inherited them. 

The post-war anti-Semitic slogan will be: "The 
Jews deserve nothing because they have not fought" 
--although Jews will have fallen on all battlefields. 
Yet, the Jews want to fight not solely for the restora­
tion of their economic and political positions in 
Europe, but primarily to solve their specific problem 
-that of homelessness. It is obvious that if the Jews 
fight as a recognized belligerent nation, the problem 
of Palestine will be solved to their advantage in the 
sense that the country will develop into their own 
stare and it will absorb all chose multitudes who have 
been squeezed out of their economic structure in 
Europe. 

Decisive Help on The Jews should be welcomed 
Certain Fronts as an active fighting ally be-

cause on certain fronts in the 
Near East and North Africa, they can play a decisive 
role. General Wavell's victories in Libya were so 
quickly eradicated because he was able to oppose 
the Germans and Italians with only "a single armored 
brigade and one infantry division." (Mr. Churchill's 
statement in the House of Commons on May 7th, 
1941.) 

The Jews are capable of creating an army of a 
minimum of 100,000 which could play an important, 
if not decisive, role on the fronts of Palestine, Syria, 
Iraq, Egypt and Libya. Ar that, it should be taken 
into consideration that a Jewish Army of only 100,000 
would be numerically superior to all the combined 
armies of the conquered nations which fight along­
side of England. 

Will Be Composed The Jewish Army 
of Palestinian Jews, should consist primar-
Refugees, and Volunteers ily of Palestinian Jews 
from free Countries who will defend their 

homeland and their 
very lives from attack by aggressors, as well as by the 
mighty fifth-col1:1mn elements among the anti-English 
and the anti-Jewish Arabs in Palestine. 

A second important element in the Jewish Army 
would consist of Jewish refugees from all conquered 
nations-men who are eager not only to fight for the 
freedom of man but also to avenge their own catas­
trophe. Apart from this, there will be many Jewish 
volunteers from America as well as from other free 
countries. 



Will Toke ••• Wind Many American Jews 
Out of tlte Anti• will certainly volun-
Semitic Sail, In America teer in a Jewish Army, 

nor only because they 
want to fight against the most monstrous enemy of 
their race, but also to bar the growing trend of anti­
Semitism and Hitlerice propaganda in this country. 
This propaganda claims that the Jews want t0 draw 
chis country into the war without having the will to 
fight themselves. The Jewish Army plan should be 
understood and interpreted as just the opposite of 
what the anti-Semites claim: the Jews of this cotmtry 
have no interest i.n drawing the United States into 
the war, but they want to be allowed to fight them­
selves. 

Will Fight for In1smuch as the Hitler 
Preservation of tyranny is not the enemy 
American De•ocracy of the Jewish people exclu-

sively bur also of American 
democracy, the Jewish citizens of chis country who 
will volunteer for the Jewish Army will fight for 1he 
preservation of American democracy as well as for 
the mrvival of the Jewish Nation. 

A Matter We are fully convinced that 
of h1ternational the outcome of this titanic 
Justice 011d Ho•or conflict will be decided not 

solely by brure force but by 
right. If nor based upon moral principles of justice 
and righteousness throughout the world, the Allies 
will not win the war. Churchill, himself, formulated 
this in his most capable manner, "Without honor we 
could neither hope nor deserve to win this hard war ... 
(Speech delivered on April 27th, 1941.) 

To refuse the Jews their elementary and natural 
right to fight is the very essence of injustice which is 
very far from the sacred principles and honor for 
which Great Britain and the Allies so constantly claim 
they are fighting. 



What Leading American and 
British Personalities Say of 
the Jewish Army Plan 

COL. JOHN HENRY PATTERSON, D.S.O. 
Commander of the Jewish Legions in the first 
World War, Hon. Chairman of the Jewish 
Army Co1nmittee. 

If There Is No Jewish Army, Then There 
Will Be No Jewish Delegates At The Peace 
Conference. 

"We all hope and pray for a British victory, and 
I am convinced chat the cooperation of a Jewish 
Army would help greatly to achieve this end. I 
wish co stress the point that if there is no Jewish 
Army fighting with the Allies, then when victory is 
won, there will be no Jewish delegates at the Peace 
Conference Table, and consequently little or no jus­
tice for the Jewish people." 

SAMUEL HARDEN CHURCH 
President The Carnegie Institute, Hon. Chair­
man of the Jewish Army Committee. 

Jewi h Army will restore the Jews to their 
ancient inheritance. 

"My heart thrills at the arrangement for creating 
a Jewish Army whose camp shall be in Palestine. 
God Almighty gave Palestine co the Jewish people 
as their Promised Land; and they lose it only after 
a thousand years of possession when it was absorbed 
inco the world conquest of rhe Roman Empire. 

The organization at chis time of a Jewish Army 
in Palestine, fully equipped and eager co take its 
place in the fight for freedom, will restore the Jews 
to their ancient inheritance; and the gifted race that 
has been so long stricken and humiliated will live 
again in the pride of liberty and independence of 
national existence." 

PIERRE VAN PAASSEN 
A11,thor 

"The Jewish Army is n.ot a matter of concern 
for the Jewi Ii people alone." 

"The decision of the war will be fought out in 
the ear East, over the Evangelic hills of Galilee 
... There will cake place the ultimate dash between 



us and the evil forces of our time. That is why a 
Jewish Army is not a matter of concern for the 
Jewish People alone . . . That is why we demand 
from the British Government the right for Jews to 
go and die for freedom under the walls of Jerus• 
alem. We demand that they not be slaughtered as 
helpless children, but chat they will be trained and 
will be given arms in their hands-arms, airplanes, 
tanks and guns. 

"We demand that the Jewish people be heard, 
that the Jewish people talces its place in the ranks 
of free nations of the earth. If Russia can liberate 
the Poles, Free France declare Syria independent, 
Great Britain can say to the Jewish people: Come 
help us fight. Fight for a Palestine that is yours. 

"There is time to make the Jewish Army a reality. 
Now it can be done. Now it must be done." 

(From the CongreSJional Record, July 15, 
1941, Vol. 87, N. 130.) 

BEN HECHT 
Author 

"W lzerever there is a Gun to Fire, that's 
where the Jew Belongs." 

"I am 1,000 percent in favor of a Jewish Army. 
A fighcing Army of 100,000 Jews with an appro• 
priate air arm would make the most important con• 
triburion to the Jewish people, for whom I don't 
see any hope in Europe. They will probably be 
wiped out in the next five years. But Palestine 
will ultimately be the salvation of the Jewish people. 

"I greatly admire the aims and principles of 
the Jewish Army plan. 'Wherever there's a gun to 
fire, that's where the Jew belongs'." 

ERNST LUBITSCH 
Motion Picture Producer. 

Endorses whole-heartedly the plan. 

"I whole-heartedly endorse the idea of creating 
a Jewish Army. I am vitally interested in this 
matter." 

WALDO FRANK 
Attthor 

"Aside from practical efficiency the Jewish 
Army will have a symbolic significance: The 
traditional war/are of the Jews against the 
forces of Evil.'' 

"Young Jews who wish to fight Hitlerism as 
Jews should have the opportunity co do so. Aside 



trom the practical efficiency of such an army, which 
could become important, it would have a symbolic 
significance as expressing the traditional warfare 
of the Jews against the forces of darkness and of 
evil." 

EMIL LENGYEL 
Author 

I was waiting for such a movement 

"For quite some time now I have been wondering 
why there is no movement ro set up a Jewish Army. 
I have never got beyond the wondering stage. I am 
glad to know that there is a committee which has 
reached the doing stage." 

G. B. DEALEY 
Chairman The D"llas Morning NewJ. 

Jewry needs the Jewish Army in self-defense. 

"So far as the institution of a Jewish army is 
concerned, the thoughtful friend of a widely perse­
cuted people must have long since come co the 
conclusion that it is a good idea. Jewry needs it in 
self-defense. Today, too, it is self-defense to face 
gallantly in the field the sinister forces of Nazism 
that have made oppression of the Jew a basis for 
appeal co all that is blackest in the heart of man." 

From an Editorial 

THOMAS MANN 
Author 

"It's a mistake that so far such a plan wa.s 
neglected." 

"The plan to organize a Jewish Army has inter­
ested me very much. The matter has my full 
sympathy, for I consider it a mistake that so far the 
organization of such an army has been neglected 
or prevented. I am convinced that many able-bod­
ied Jews are eager to take their part in the present 
great struggle. 

"Please accept my best wishes for the success of 
your enterprise." 



ALEXANDER UHL 
P. M.'s Foreign News Editor. 

"Jewish Army an American problem." 

"I say that the privilege of fighting a rear-guard 
action in defense of one's home is a privilege not 
lightly to be dismissed. The Jews, knowing the 
danger, still demand that privilege. Knowing Hit­
ler, who can blame them? Who can deny them? 

"We in America could have denied the British 
that right-to fight for their own homes-had we 
held our hands and refused to send them pringfield 
rifles when they came back from Dunkirk without 
arms. We've done-and not done- other things 
-but thank God we did not do that to them. 

"We in America have a national policy that 
makes chis country the arsenal of democracy, the 
supplier of those who fight for their lives against 
our enemies and for our cause. This is no longer 
Britain's problem-arming the Jews in Palestine­
because it is too late. It is now our problem. J use 
as the war abroad has long since ceased to be Brit­
ain's war and has become our war." 

DOROTHY THOMPSON 
Attacks the British for refusing to raise a 
Jewi h Arm}'. 

"The attempt to call the Arab tribes co revolt on 
the side of Britain, will fail. In the Arabian world 
Grear Britain has pursued a completely unclear 
policy. Her worse mistakes have been her consistent 
appeasement of Arab terrorists, particularly in re­
spect co the Jewish homeland in Palestine. Britain 
should either have supported the Jewish homeland, 
and armed it, and made it perfectly clear that she 
intended what she said, or she should never have 
started it. The very people who are now conspiring 
with the Germans and Italians against her in Iraq 
and elsewhere in Arabia are terrorist chieftains 
whom she herself encouraged. 

She has refused to arm the Jewish settlers, al­
though they would have raised an army of every 
Palestinian youth to fight for Britain. 

These Palestinian Jews are men who left pro­
fessions, re-made their own bodies, broke stones on 
roads, irrigated deserts, paid and paid heavily for 
every scrap of land, and have soil made with their 
own hands to defend. The British attitude has been 
that they would be with her anyhow and therefore 
it was necessary to placate the Arabs, none of whom 
incidentally has lost anything from the Palestinian 



experiment. But not a word is said about Palestine, 
and again the issue is confused, for it was the brutal 
persecution of the Jews that first awoke the con­
science of the world against Hitler." 

N. Y. Post1 June 16, 1941. 

EDGAR ANSEL MOWRER 
Journalist 

British weakens own position in the Middle 
East by re/t,sing to accept the Jewish Army. 

"Contrary to London views, American observers 
believe that by keeping the Jewish Zionist forces 
down to a scant 10,000, the British weakened their 
strength in the very element which would fight most 
fiercely against Hitler, wirhoot in the least improv­
ing their position with the Arabs. 

Ibn Saud, the Arab ruler with the highest stand­
ing, looks on Zionism with no hostility, it is claimed. 
Had the British armed the Zionists, they would now 
possess a high-class force of 50,000, faithful to the 
death, and technically far superior to any Arab 
troops. But the British did not-and today may 
have co pay the penalty. For behind Syria lies Suez." 

Chicago Daily News, June 3, 1941 

RT. REV. THOMAS JENKINS 
Bishop of Nevada 

Jewish Army might do as much for the Jews 
as for the larger cause. 

"Regarding a Jewish Army fighting for the 
Allied cause, would, I should think, be an admirable 
enterprise. It might do as much for the Jew as to 
the larger cause. I am in sympathy with the pro­
posal." 

ERNEST GRAHAM GUTHRIE 
General Director Chicago Congregational 
Union 

Jewish Army is of utmost importance for the 
future, of tlie whole Jewish People. 

"I am strongly enough convinced of the impor­
tance of the establishment of a Jewish Army in view 
of the present emergency, and the future of the 
whole Jewish people, to be very willing to have my 
name associated with your Committee. I am not 
caking at all casually my various relationships co the 
efforts that are going forward in the same general. 
direction." 



PROF. TARAKNATH DAS, A.M., PH.D. 
The College of the City of New York. 

Jewish Army will serve the cau e of denioc­
racy as effectively as the Polish or Czech 
Army. 

"I am in full agreement with the project regard­
ing the necessity of forming a Jewish Army. Free­
dom muse be defended and for this purpose a de­
fense force is necessary. Therefore I shall be glad 
to serve as a member of the Committee for a Jewish 
Army, as requested by you. 

There is no reason why the Jews will not be able 
to develop an army or a Defense Force as strong as 
the Finnish Army. I believe Jewish participation 
in the defense of Democracy is an essential factor 
in securing full recognition of the Jewish State in 
Palestine. A Jewish army can serve the cause of 
Democracy as effectively as a Polish or Czech army 
in exile can do. It is imperative that the Jewish 
State should receive de facto recognition now, 
through its military participation. It will help the 
cause of de jure recognition at the Peace Confer­
ence. 

I have always advocated rhe ca.use of Zionism 
with the same spirit as I have done regarding the 
right of other subjugated people." 

E. 0. HOLLAND 
President, State College of Washington. 

Americans can aid in the organization of the 
Jew;sh Army. 

"I hope that we can aid in the organization of 
the Jewish Army which will .fight with England on 
the vital fronts in the Near Ease against the ag­
gressor nations." 

PROF. WILLEM J. LUYTEN 
University of Minnesota. 

An answer to Lindberg. 

"l should be very glad indeed to join the Jewish 
Army Movement, especially after the disgraceful 
accack made by that ex-hero of the America-Next 
Committee, Mr. Lindbergh, on the night of Sept. 
11th." 



CHIEF JUSTICE HARLAN STONE 
A vows J ewislz Army plan. 

"I am entirely sympathetic with the proposal co 
rai e and arm a Jewish Army to fight side by side 
with the English Army." 

A. J. SABBATH 
Dean of the House of Repre1entatives. 

Jewish Army will bring about a free Demo• 
cratic Jewish Palestine. 

"The fact is very evident, that of all the small 
nations of the world, Palestine has a right co be 
restored as a Jewish Srace of Jewish people. 

"I am certain the Jewish Army will help co bring 
about a free Palestine, with a democratic govern­
ment. 

"Might I add that the Jewish People very highly 
appreciate the stand of so many Christians on behalf 
of a free Palestine, which has been under subjection 
for centuries until the British freed it." 

CONGRESSMAN SAMUEL A. WEISS 
"Jewish Anny will fight for survival of civil­
ization." 

"I am heartily in favor of the plan of your Com­
mittee to organize a Jewish Army which will fight 
side by side with Great Britain for the survival of 
democratic principles; yes, for civilization itself. It 
is incumbent upon all oppressed peoples whether 
they be Polish, French, Hungarian or Jewish, to join 
in this battle against the ruthless tyrannies who are 
attempting to dominate the world. 

"I shall be happy to lend my cooperation and as­
sistance in every way possible." 

CONGRESSMAN JOHN D. DINGELL 
Michigan 

The Jewish Army would be eligible for aid 
under the Lend-Lease Bill. 

"I will join any group, element or faction of 
Americans who might band together for the pur­
pose of destroying mass depravity, persecution and 
godlessness as represented by Hider and by Nazi 
Germany. A well trained Jewish Army and a strong 
and generally well armed Palestine would serve as 
an aid toward civilization survival. Countries fight­
ing for the preservation of democratic ideals are 
eligible for aid under the Lend-Lease Bill" 



,CONG. BERTRAND W. GEARHART 
California 

"My approval of the Jewish Army Plan i 
complete." 

"Though I am always reluctant when it comes 
to joining any organization, whatever its purpose, 
my approval of that which the Jewish Army Com­
mittee undertakes to accomplish is so complete, that 
I am willing that my name be added to the same 
Committee, and wish fr every success in the world." 

CONGRESSMAN CAPOZZOtl 
New York 

"It is abo11t time t.hat England changes her 
attitude." 

"I cannot understand how it is chat the British 
government has prevented the Jewish seeders in 
Palestine from being organized into a military force 
in order that they might stand ready to defend their 
homeland. It is about time, it seems to me, for the 
British government co modify its previous stand in 
refusing to raise a Jewish Army. Wishing you 
success in your work and kindest personal regards." 

SENA TOR MEAD'S 
Message of Symp,athy for the Jewish Army. 

"Your militant Americanism and your relentless 
fight against oppression deserves heartiest com­
mendation." 

CONG. CHARLES A. BUCKLEY 
New York 

"The Jews would rather fight to the death 
than surrender." 

"I certainly feel very deeply for the Jewish people 
in Palestine and realize their plight rather than sur­
render to the forces that would destroy an civiliza­
tion. We, in America, both Jew and Gentile, are 
most sympathetic and are willing to do what we 
can co alleviate this great burden." 



CONGRESSMAN MARTIN SMITH 
Washington, advocates 

"An effective defense of Palestine." 

"I am glad to assure you I am a strong advocate 
of organizing an effective defense of Palestine, the 
Holy Land. I believe this of the utmost importance." 

CONGRESSMAN G. FORAND 
Rhode Island 

"The Jews should be permitted to fight against 
the Axis Powers." 

"The Jews should be permitted, if they so desire, 
to fight as a unit just as groups of other dominated 
countries are permitted, to help the battle against 
the Axis powers, whose determination is to enforce 
its 'New Order' against the rest of the world." 

COL. JOSIAH WEDGEWOOD, M.P. 
"We should have today in Palestine four fully 
equipped Jewish Divisions. The equipment 
-from America. The men-from Palestine 
and America. 

"Now we should have today in Palestine four 
fully equipped divisions of Jewish troops. We 
should have got them, we should have got the equip• 
ment from America-the men from Palestine or 
from America. We might have had them fighting 
beside us today. May the time come that they will 
be fighting beside us. This fight that we're in now 
may be a long road before we can achieve the con­
quest of Nazism and the achievement of justice and 
freedom in that long road down that way England 
and the Jews should march together. 

"It is no longer a question of race, it is no longer 
a question of birth, country or origin. The only 
question today is the union of free peoples fighting 
a religious war for that victory which will establish 
peace and justice on earth." 

COM. OLIVER LOCKER-LAMPSON, M.P. 
"A J ewisli Army of a million will decide the 
war's outcome." 

Commander Oliver Locker-Lampson, member of 
the English Parliament, recently wrote to the Man­
chester Guardian demanding the establishment of 
a Jewish army of a million men. This would have 
decisive influence upon the outcome of the war, 



in which the Near East and Palestine constitute a 
key position. 

Commander Locker-Lampson declared that "the 
Jews, just as other nations, are entitled to defend 
themselves, and in order to prevent their being for­
gotten after the war, it is not too late to right the 
wrong which has been committed cowards them by 
not permitting the creation of their own army, on 
the same basis as the Czechs, Poles and Free French. 
Perhaps this army," concluded Commander Locker­
Lampson, "could include as high as a million 
soldiers and fight at the side of England, in and 
around Palestine, like brochers upon the battlefield." 

To the organizers of a Jewish Army Rally in N. 
Y., Commander Locker-Lampson wired: "Hoping 
some day to be with you in person to promote 
common ideals and legitimate aspirations." 

DAVID LLOYD GEORGE 

"The, Jewish Army offer should be accepted 
by the British Government without delay." 

"The offer to form a Jewish army and air force 
alongside of the Allies in the present struggle 
against Nazi tyranny should have been accepted 
without hesitation and delay." 

NOMAN ANGEL 
Nobel Peace Prize Winner. 

Britain's future fight may depend upon the 
strength of Palestine's resistance. 

"Britain and the Jews have the honor of sharing 
the deepest hatred and enmity of the Nazis. 

"Very soon Britain's fight may depend upon the 
kind of resistance the Jewish homeland helps to 
maintain." 

A. W. FADDEN 
A1,1tralian Acting Prime Mini1ter. 

Favors Jewish Army. 

The Government of Australia, through its acting 
Prime Minister, A. W. Fadden, voiced its "sympa-

, thetic attitude" mwards the project of a Jewish 
Army in Palestine to fight alongside the British 
forces in defense of the Near East, according to 
information received from Sydney, Australia, and 
made public by Rabbi Isidore Breslau executive 
director of the Zionist Organization of America. 



!l,o Hot let 

tk~S~a. 

'lu<UlatWeh./~! 

Eight million Jews, enslaved under 

the Hitler yoke, place all their hopes 

for life and salvation in you-Free 

Americans! 

Deliver Jewry from slavery and 

extermination in Europe: Destroy the 

gates of the Ghetto, by THE FOR­

MATION OF A JEWISH ARMY -
which will battle alongside England and 

the Allies , to defend Palestine, Jewish 

honor, and the most sacred principles of 

democracy. 

The Jewish Army will become a reality-if 

everyone does his duty. 

Passivity is the cause of the Jewish national 

tragedy, therefore, become active and join 

the movement for a Jewish Army. 

We await your helping hand . 

• 
Please get in touch with our National Office 

285 Madison Avenue, New York City 

Telephone: LExington 2-7646 

-or our Regional Offices: 

716 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

139 North Clark Street, Chicago, Ill. 
Suite 518 

~•o 





Stimson Backs Jewish Army 
To Fight for British in East 

Prominent among the commit• 
tee members are Ernst Lubitsch, 
motion picture producer; Repre• 
sentatlve Adolph J . Saba th 10.>, 
of Illinois; Pierre Van Pa·assen. 
author and lecturer ; President 
Samuel Harden Church, of Car• 
negle Institute; Col. John Henry 
Patterson, D.S.O., commander of 
the Jewish Legion in World Wal' 
I; Louis Bromfield, author, and 
Ben Hecht, playwright. 

Prominent Gentiles Join Zionists 
In Demanding Homeland in Palestine 
By JACK PURCELL 

Secretary of War Stimson yes­
terday personally endorsed a Zion­
ist movement to raise a Jewish 
Army of 200,000 men eager to fight 
side by side with British forces in 
the Near East. 

Should Jews 
Have Armq? 

J\S prom~nent Jews and Gentiles, 
coalesced mto the committee for 
a Jewish Army, fired the opening 
gun in their recruiting campaign, 
St.imson sent this message : 

"Free men everywhere are arm­
Ing for the defense of democracy. 
I send my best wishes for the suc­
cess of your movement." 

British Are Criticized 

Dr. Church opened the meeting 
with an appeal to the British gov­
ernment to let down the bars and 
grant the Jewish race autonomy 
in Palestine. 

He outlined the committee's pol· 
icy in a declaration that a Jewish 
government should be re-estab­
lished in Palestine. with freedom 
and equality for all religions. 
Flays Middle East Policy 

Van Paassen was bitter in his 
The War Secretary's message of 

good will highlighted a day of in­
itial activity devoted to the Jewish denunciation of the British Middle 
ideal in the fight for democracy Ea.st policy in straddling the fence 
and criticism of the British Gov- between Jew and Arab. He praised 
ernment for blocking integrated f Winston Churchill for hls fight 
Jewish participation. against Briti8h tactics in "whit-

--ny BOAKE CARTER- An Editorial 
~ British Government offici- ,__""'""""'"""""""""m"'"""'"' 

PM 
New York, N. Y. 

Ulat-:.::: Lend-Lease for a Jewish Anny 
be no Jewish 

Army, as 
,\ half million unarmed Jews are now who want to fight Ilitl 1. And \\'e have set 

h·appcd in Palestine, neatly pocketed and 11p the machme1y for <lisllibuting these arms. 
handy for mnrdcr and torture when, and if, We call this ma(•hinc1y the !end-leas • a unit, a-la 

Poles, Norweg­
i a n s, Czechs, 
Slovaks, B e 1-
gians, etc., In 
the Army and 
Navy, because 
e q u i p ment is 
lacking. 

the Nazis catc-h up ,vith them. system. 
The I Tazis, you know, aren't so far away. Let's use this lend-lease system to furnish 

They are next door but one to the west, in the e9.uipment to a J wi h army in Palestin . 
Libya; an<l they are next door but one in • Let s ship enougfi to suppJy one division, 
the Crimea and in Rostov. lwo divisions, three di isious. Palestine has 

Since the end 
of World War I, 
every President 
of the U. S. 
indorsed a Jew­
ish n a t i o n a 1 
home in Pales­
tine. 

That is what makes so tragic Britain's 50,000 Jews ah·e. cly train cl as soldiers. 
announcement, a few days ago, t.hat it can Every one of these 50,000 has as much 
no longer abide by its pledge to create a reason to hate Hitler as any people on eaith. 
Jewish army in the _ ear East because there Equipment for three divisions isn't a 
isn't sufficient military equipment available. great deal in tem1s of our growing produc-

\Vhut can we do here in the U. S. A. on tive capacity. But it woul<l be enough to 
behalf of Pal stine' helpless half miJlion? safeguard a democratic pledge-and to safe-

Som •thing ,·cry simple. guard for the Jews of Palc~line tl1e most 
\V c h.n-e already proclaimed ourselves the fundamental of all humau ri~hts the right 

:wsrnal of clrmn<·raev. readv to arm all those of S<' lf-<lC'fC'nsc.-Vwror Tl. 111:,1 "STEJ-.;. 

President Roo~l'vclt said: 
"The interest which I have fre­

quently manifested in rebuilding 
the ancient Jewish homeland is 
an interest shared by all who rec­
ognize that every people has the 
inalienable right to Life, Liberty 1 

and the pursuit of Happiness. 1t 
is a source of renewed courage 
and hope, that by international 
accord and moral support of the 
peoples, men and women of Jew­
ish faith have a right to resettle 
the land where their faith was 
born and from which much of our 
modern civilization has ema­
nated." 

Since the Jews ask active part 
in defense of their homeland, and, 
since there are huge stores of 
lend·l<'a.se equipment from here 
transported to the Near East, and 
since Roosevelt works in collabor­
ation with Churchill, why does 
not the President press Churchill 
on what is a forthright rcquC'at 

I of the Jewish pioneers of Pale­I stine? 
1( the British can lind equip-

~nt for Poles, Czechs, Norwe­
gians, Belgiums, Dutchmen, Free 
Frenchmen, who no longer have 
homes, why does Government 
use weasel words about no equip­
men t for the Jewish nationals 
who have a home to defend? 

During the first World War 
and encouraged by the British 
Government, 4,000 American Jew­
ish youths enlisted in a Jewish 
Legion and fought again t the 
Turks u n de r General Allen by, 
with its own flag. 

If a Jewish military unit was 
acceptable then, why deny them 
a imilar unit today7 

The Jewish pioneer stock of 
Pales tine is no weak-sister. These 
arc tough, tall, strong outdoor 
men, hardy sons of toil, types 
like our almost extinct WC'stcrn 
cowhand. They have been inured 
to hardships though 20 years of 
struggling with swamps, trans• 
planting wa t land into garden 
cit i<'s, plough in orte hand and 
rifle in the other against ma­
rauding Arabs. 

Herbert Hoover stated in 1938: 
"I have watched with admira­

tion the steady, unmistakable 
progress made in the rehabilita• 
tion of Palestine, which, desolate 
for centuries, is renewing its 
youth and vitality through ei:i• 
thusiasm, hard work, self-sacri­
fice of the Jewish pioneers, who 
toiled there in a spirit of peace 
and social justice." 

Roosevelt confirmed what Hoo­
ver said in 1937: "Those two 
decades (1917-1937) witnessed a 
remarkable exemplification of the 
vitality and vision of the Jewish 
pioneers in Palestine ... " 

The 67th Congress established 
by a resolution, acknowledg<>d by 
Britain, America's right o~ inter­
est in welfare of the Jewish na­
tional home. 

Does not this preponderance of 
American interest in Palestine 
challenge our Government, to see 
justice done in this denial of 
rights Anglo-American statesmen 
proclaim they are fightin~ for? 

Ledrer e,ndlcat• 

tling down its obligation to the 
Jews." • 

Then, with the recollection that 
the Jewish race expected better 
treatment from its champion fol­
lowing the collapse of the Cha.m­
berlain government, Van Paassen 
declared: 

"But two years have passed, 
and still the White Pa.per, so tla• 
grantly designed to choke off de­
velopment of the Jewish home· 
land by attempting to freeze the 
Jewish population as a permanent 
minority, by prohibiting the pur• 
chase of land in many areas, by 
giving the Arabs the veto p0wer 
on immigration after 1944, re­
tains its paralyzing grip on Pal 
estine." 

He added that evidently the 
Jews again are the "victims of 
expediency-a word which dlgnt. 
fies ingratitude and betrayal." 

From Col. John Henry Patter­
son, World War hero, revered . by 
Jews although he is not one of 
them, came the w a r n i n g that 
without a Jewish Army "there 
wlll be no just peace, nor will 
there be any true democracy 
dished out at the peace table." 

Fi&"htinr Prowess Recalled 

He recounted the valor of Jew­
ish soldiers on the battlefields 
of GaUipoll and Palestine. and 
recalled their fighting prowess in 
hurling · back the Turks despite 
the hardships ladled out by the 
"anti-Jewish staff in the Holy 
Land." 

"Why then in her hour of need 
is England rejecting this manna 
from heaven?" he asked. Answer· 
ing his own question, he declared: 

"Well, there is a small anti­
Jewish cHque firmly entrenched in 
key positions in London. These 
bureaucrats for the past 20 years 
have done everything in their 
power to frustrate Jewish hopes 
and persuade England to forget 
and betray her solemn pledge to 
the Jewish people." 

A member of the committee. 
Representative John D. Dingell 
CD.>, of Michigan, yesterday called 

•on President Roosevelt from the 
House floor to instruct William 
Bulhtt, his Near East representa­
tive, to "ascertain why 100,000 
fighting Jews in Palestine are im­
mobilized." 

Dingell pointed out that Church• 
ill had expressed England 's great 
need for manpower in 1942. H~ 
caned upon Britain to make use 
of the Jews of the world . 

Pending in Congress i a rei;oJu­
tion by Andrew L. Somer <D.) . 
of New York. expressing the !':enti­
mPnt of the legislative body that 
Secretary of State Hull take up 
this Que ·tion with Churchill and 
permit the Jewish people to raise 
their own army for their own de• 
tense. 

Somers said tnat the Jpwish 
race has a stronger claim to lend­
lease aid than Turkey. and that. 
at least, a small portion of it 
should be a1located to them by 
the British. 

TIMEg-HERALD 
WASHINGTON. D. c. 

D E C E M B E R 5, 1 9 4 1 



JEWISHARIYURGHD Group Calls 
H~t~r~~!a~~~!~~t~~ For Army 
of Palestine State for Race Of Jews 
Ar• Stressed by Committee 

FORCE OF 200,000 SOUQHT I 

Resolution Calls on President I 
•to Allot Equipment' Under 

His Lease-Lend Powers 

Special to THI NIW YoRJI: Twu. 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 4 - The 

creation ot an army of 200,000 
Jews, to be recruited in the United 
States, Palestine and other coun­
tries, was urged tonight in a se­
ries ot resolutions adopted at a 
conference called by Dr. Samuel 
Harden Church, president ot Car­
negie Institute and chairman ot 
the new committee for a Jewish 
Army. 

One re80lution declared that cen­
ters should be set up in the United 
States where Jews, if free from 
draft duty, could volunteer ln the 
Jewish Army, and another called 
on President Roosevelt to use his 
lease-land powers "to allot the nec­
essary equipment sufficient to cre­
ate a free Jewish Army to serve 
in cooperation with the British 
Army." 

The army should be trained in 
Canada, the conference decided, 
and some speakers expressed the 
belie! that most of the recruits 
would come from Palestine if Great 
Britain, which has rejected the 
plan, would reconsider. 

Among the ::peakers were Colo­
nel John H. Patterson, Engliah 
commander of the Jewish Legions 
in the World War, Louis K. Fitch 
of Canada, and Pierre van Paassen, 
author and war correspondent. 

In his opening address today Dr. 
Church asserted: 

"Jews will fight with grim de­
termination to inflict a retribution 
so terrible that history will pro­
vide no parallel for its consummate 
execution," and added: 

"We want this army to take 
shape. We want it to give the 
finishing stroke to Hitler and his 
lawless marauders. And when that 
is done, we want to see the army 
back in Jerusalem, reclaiming into 
that ancient fold all the atricken 
refugees, inspired to a new exist­
ence where King David and those 
mighty men of Israel for many 
centuries held their atate." 

Colonel Patterson told the con­
ferees that he J>ad long advocated 
the formation ot a Jewish army, 
"first because I know it would help 
win the war, and 1econd, I believe 
that without such an army there 
will be no just peace, nor any true 
d~mocracy after • he war." 

Mr. Fitch, a lormer member of 
the Canadian Parltament and a 
leader of the Conservative party, 
Aid Canada would welcome train­
ing camps !or a Jewish army. 

Special to The Post 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 5.-Re­
cruiting of an army o! 200,000 
Jews in the U. S., Palestine and 
other cou-ntries was advocated 
in rP..:.olutions adopted at a con. 
ference called by Dr. Samuel 
Harden Church, president ot 
Carnegie Institute and chairman 
of the new Committee for a 
Jewish Army. 

One resolution called for es­
tablishment of recruiting cen• 
ters in the U. S. where Jews, if 
free from draft duty, could vol­
unteer. Another urged President 
Roosevelt to use his lease-lend 
powers to equip a :free Jewish 
army to serve with the British. 

The con:ferenc~ proposed that 
the army be trained in Canada. 

By LUDWIG LORE 
A "Committee for a Jewish 

Army"-an army which is to 
tight under British command 
against Hitler and all that he 
and his allies stand for-has 
been formally organized at 
Washington. 

Ever since the beginning of 
the second World War, Jews in 
all parts of the world have 
urged the creation of a world­
wide Jewish army which would 
take its place with and have 
the same status as the Czech, 
Polish, French and other armies 
fighting with the British. 

The British government has 
been urged repeatedly to avail 
itself of the tremondous fight­
ing power that lies in Jewish 
youth, but these appeals hav~ 
been rejected. . 

Prime Minister Churchill was 
known to favor the idea of a 
Jewish Palestine army as a 
guardia.n for the Suez Canal, • 
but many British officials 
feared this might add to com­
plications with the Arab na­
tions, and the plan never re­
ceived otiicial sanction. 

Bishop Abbott Urges 
Forming Jewish Army 

Tne .tu. Rev. tt. t', Almon Abbott, 
oishop of the Episcopal Diocese. of 
Lexington, is among 100 Americans 
wl?,o he,ve signed a statement en­
dorsing a demand for a Jewish 
army, "based on Palestine, to fiRht 

Lexl■eto■, ly. Herald 

Army of 200,000 
Planned by Jews 

Nearly 200 representative$ of mill­
tan t Jewry, assembled here yester­
day in the Willard Hotel from all 
parts of the country, opening a cam­
paign to create an army ot 200,000 
Jews to combat the "Satanic zeal" 
ot Hitler and fight under the British 
in the "evangelic hills of Galilee." 

After hearing a number of speak­
ers including Pierre Van Paassen, 
foreign correspondent and author, 
and Samuel Harden Church. presi­
dent of Carnegie In.stitute, the com-

Most Vicious Enemy 
There is every reason why the 

Jews should want to fight i.heil' 
most v,icious enemy, and there 
is f special t-eason why their 
wanting to carry on this fight 
should be generally recognized. 

Hitler declared war 011 tmt 
Jews long before he marched 
into Poland, and Jews all over 
the world have risen to hia 
challenge. 

Because the Jews fought back 
-and it would have been 
cowardice not to fight-they 
have been called war-m9ngers. 
Charles A. Lindbergh publicly 
repeated this indictment a few 
weeks ago and his America 
First Committee has yet to 
repudiate it. 

The Jews have also been ac­
cused o:! wanting others to do 
their fighting for them. There 
could be no more convincing re­
pudiation o! this charge than 
the creation of. a Jewish army. 
The American Committee is 
convinced that the organization 
of an army of 100,000 young 
Jews will be quickly accom• 
plished an• that this army will 
give a splendid account of itself. 
Free Spirit of All Mankind 

The educational camp a i g n 
which the committee is planning 
will have i•s effect !ar beyond 
the Jewish youth. It will clarify 
the issue underlylng the strug• 
¥le against the powers of dark­
ness and reaction. 

It · will enlighten many thous­
ands who still do not understand 
that the enslavement of the Jew 
is only the first battle of the 
cruel war that Hitler and Mus­
solini are waging to subjugate 
the free spirit of. mankind fn 
every part of the world. 

mittee for a Jewish army adopted 
the following resolutions: 

1. The consent for the creation 
of a Jewish army is an ines&pa­
ble moral obligation of the civil• 
ized world to the earliest and most 
persecuted victims of Nazi a&gres­
sion. 
2. That the British government 

be urged to cast aside those con­
siderations o! appeasement toward 
the anti-British and anti-Jewish 
Arab elements in the Near East. 
which have hitherto withheld 
from the Jews the opportunity to 
fight as a free unit. 

3. Oreanize registration of men 
free from draft duty in the United 
States and prepared to enlist in 
the Jewish army. 

4. Or1anize various trainina 
centers for persoMel in Cana<ia. 
as have other free forces. 

5. Call upon President Roosevelt 
to take such steps as are necessary 
under the lend-leas~ powers to 
allot the nec~ary equipmen t 
sufficient to create a tree Jew ish 
army to serve in cooperation \\- i lll 
the British forces. 

Speaking of the men in the pro• 
posed Jewish army which it is ex• , 
pected will be recruited mostly 
from the population of Palestine. 
Church asserted, •'When he enters 
the b'attle with all hi: comradet1, 
he will realize that Israel is facin1 

, a foe that has persistcnUy robbed 
and aegraded and murdered hia 
race; and he will fight with a grim 

• determination to inflict a retribu­
tion that will be so terrible that 
history will provide no parallel for 
its consumate execution ." 

Von Paassel'l joined Church in a 
radio broadcast from the gold pan­
eled, marble columned Willard 
Room. He spoke from beneath t' e 
grouped fta&s of all the Allied na• 
tions. 

"You can't b;ive either peace or 
democracy," said Col. John Henry 
Patterson, an Englishman who com­
manded an all-Jewish unit in World 
War I. "in this world while thf're 
are millions of persecuted, homeless 
Jews left to rot in Europe." He 
expressed his certain knowledge of 
the worth of the Jewish soldier 
under fire from his experience with 
them. 

Louis K. Fitch, member of the 
King's Council of Ca~da, a former 
member o! the Canadian Parlia­
ment. stated his country would sup­
port the cause of a Jewish army and 
shall welcome the Jewish training 
camps which will "no doubt be 
opened tor that purpose." 

Other speakers included Oscar 
Gavrilovitch, Royal Yugoslav consul 
in New York, and Representative 
Andrew L. Somers <Democrat), ot 

for th!! survival of the .iewish peo-1 New York. Among the many mes-
ple and the preservation of democ• sages received was one from Secre-
racy." . tary ot War Henry L. Stimson, who 

The committee, according to an said "Free men everywhere are 
Associated Press dispatch, an- arming for the defense of democ-
nounced in ~ York :yesterday racy. I send my beat wishes for the 
that it woufd cddrer. in Washington succeas of your movement." 
next Thursday oq ate,ps leading to The all-day conference concluded 
th formation of IUCa ._ army. last night with a social dinner in the 

If Willard. Today the representatives 
the au:JllY 15 formed, the ~m- plan to return to th.fir homes to or-

mittee said, it will "fi1ht under I ganize and perfect· their plans. 

:~::, .. command wherever re-_..\. S H l .N G TON p OS'! I 



Palestine Army 
To Be Urged at 
Capital Session 
100 Sign Appeal for Its 

Crea t i o n; Washington 
MeetingToBe Held Dec.1 

Demands that a Jewish army be 
created in Palestine to fight under 
a Jewish flag :J.nd under British 
command were renewed here yes­
terday. The Committee for a Jewish 
Army, 285 Madison Avenue, issued a 
statement signetl by 100 persons, 
pressing for the creation of sucll an I 
army. The statement said that al 
tonference would meet in Washing­
ton Dec. 4 to discuss the means of 
forming an army "composed ·pri­
marily of Palestinians and refugees 
as well, to fight on all required bat­
tlefields, side by side with Great 
Britain and the other allied na­
tions." 

Among the signers were the Right 
Rev. H. P. Almon Abbott, Protestant 
Episcogal Bishop of Lexington, Ky.; 
Miller M. Brister, chairman of the 
City Fusion party; Louis Bromfield, 
authot·; Representative Louis J. 
Capozzoli, Democrat, of New York; 
Samuel Harden Church, president 
of tbli: Carnegie Institution ; Clar- ~ ence R. Decker, president Univer- ✓ - -sity of Kansas; Representative D • J St l d ened clvlllzation ls based there will Samuel Dickstein, Democrat, of New rive S ar e take place the ultimate' clash be-York; Dr. H. L. Gordon, national tween us and the evil forces of our 
commander of the World War Vet- F A f time" I erans, American Palestine Jewish or 3fi rmy O M;. Van Paassen said the Jews Legion; Dr. Ernest O. Holland, pres- 'should 4be allowed to fight under the ident of the State College of Wash- 2 o o o o o J walls of Jerusalem and "not be ington; Mary E. Woolley, president ' e w SI slaughtered as helpless children," emeritus of Mount Holyoke College, _____ and should have "arms in their and Rear Admiral Harry E. Yarnell, hands-arms, airplanes, tanks and u. s. Navy, retired. U. S. Group Would Raise guns." At the same time, uavid Ben- T . p . Representative John D. Dingell , Gurion. chairman of the executive roops JD aleshne, Put Democrat, of Michigan, told the committee of the Jewish Agency for Them in Allied Servic group: "Today we are the minute Palestine, explained to press repre- _____ e men of Lexington. This meeting is sentatives that he had discussed the firing the shot which shall be heard problem in London with Lord rrom the llerald Trtb,rne Bumi" round the world." Moyne, colonial secretary. and had WASHINGTON, Dec. 4:.-A cam-1 Dr. Church promised that "Jews "so far' ' failed to persuade the Brit- paign to cr~.ate an army. of 200,000 will fight with a grim determlnatlon ish government that a Palestinian young men ready to sacrifice them- to inflict a retribution that will be army is necessary. selves in the defeat of Hitlensm" so terrible that history will provide was starte_d today by the Committee no parallel for its consummate ex-Mr. Ben-Gurion, ho recently re- for a Jeymh Army. The men wculd ecution ." He made it clear that the turned from ten weeks in England, be recruited largely from the popu- Jews were fighting not only against said at the offices oi the Emergency lntion of Palestine. Hltln but also for pational honor. Commit~ee for Zionist Affairs, ~1 The proposed army would be "We want this army to take . ]:ast F01 tv-seconct Street. that Lord pl::iced under , the commander ln shnpe,'' he sold. "We want it to Moyne h~d. ~bjected to the creation I' .chief of the allied service, according give I he finishing stroke to Hiller of a. Palestm1an army because there 1I to Samuel Ho.rden Church: president and his lawless marauders, even as wes not enough equipment for it and I or Cameeie Institute and a leader their forefather$ smote the treacher­also because there were no ships to in the movement to form the army. ous Phlll/;tlnes. And when that is transport Jews, volunteering for this ~dclresslng tne committee at th done, Wf' want to see the army back army from the Western Hemisphere. Willard Hotel here todny, Colonel in Jerusalem, reclaiming into that 'The second objection, Mx. Ben- John. H. Putte1·!>on, llt'itlsh com- ancient folcl nil the stricken refugees, Gurion admltlcct could be taken mancler of the JewL'll1 legions In the inspirt!d to a new existence where In~ consideration, but the lack ot , World War, cleclart'd: King David and those mighty men e9u1pment should not be an obstacle, l "I have long advocated the forma- of Israel for many centuries held smce men from overseas were lion of a Jewish army, first, because theit• ~tcte ." ' brought to fight in the Middle East, i know it would help win the war. Among the New York members while the 30,000 young Jews living and, second, I believe tho.t without of Congress at today's meeting were there and anxious to fight were not such an army there will be 110 just William B. Eany, Samuel Dick­allowed by the British authorities to peace, neither will there be any true stein, Louis J. Cnpozzoll, Andrew L. car y arms. democracy aCler the war. Somners and Arthur G. Klein . Mr. Ben-Gurion agreed that the "Heaven knows England badly Among the New York members of Brit · ;

1 
mig:ht be reluctant to form wants a~l _the ~elp she cnn get. With the committee attending were Jo­a J ,, ~i\ ai-my to avoid provoking a vas~ 1emr~1c~ment or m n avail- 'ieph Rminin. Jerome Count, Louis the ,-uabs i~ the Middle East. He a?lc .. 1t ls ld1ot1c on the part o! tne Freedman, l,ilr. l\nd Mrs. o car contended ho,vever that such an l!:ngllsh lenders not, to nvull them- Gncrilovitch, Mnnfrecl George, Dr. argument' . not' justified. The I ~elv~s or the help offered ." H. L. Gordon, Kenneth Leslie, Ha1m Arabs he 5~~ hate the British as Piene van Paassen, author, told Lieberman. Ludwig Lore, Samuel A. • • the co 1Cere11ce: "We arc sure thnt Merlin, Gabriel A. Wechsler, Mrs. K. 1t.!ch as I hey hate ~he Jews, ai:idl tile decision or the war wlll be B. Fnedman, Di-. Maurice William, ntish conce1- ions will not conctl- !ought out In the Nf'nr Enst over L. Wein . tel11. Rabbi B. E. Rabino­ate them. Th _Arnbs will only bow the evangelic hills or Gali!~~- There wllz 1)1 . A. Schectman and Altred efore force, M1 Ben-Gurion added. I 011 the historic plains and ro ks and lr lsln. j 

l'HK Na:w YORK T1wu. monnta111s, wh •nee has come much Ra.bbl Ma-< Raisin , or p l rson, or the wi~dom on which our threat- N. J., al o was pres nt. 

ACCLAIMS PROPOSAL 
FOR JEWISH ARMY 

Oavrilovitch Co_mpares Their 
Fight to That of Yugoslavia 

Against Nazi Transports 

BACKS PALESTINE STATE 
Consul Addresses Rally in 

Philadelphia as Part of 
Country-Wide Campaign 

llpeclal to Tn N■w TOIi)[ TDIII. 

PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 2~ -A 
nation-wide campaign in support 
ot a Jewish army waa endorsed 
here tonight. Ita final objectives 
were defined by Oscar Gavrilovitch, 
Yug06lavian Consul General in 
New York, as the establishment of 
aJ ewish State in Pale1tine and 
development ot mor&l principles 
throughout the world. 

"The Jews should solidly and 
unitedly stand behind the Jewish 
army," Mr. Gavrilovitch said, "to­
day more than ever before, becauae 
wihtout an army there ia no fight; 
without a fight, no freedom; with­
out freedom, no democracy, and no 
Jewish State in Palestine." 

The occasion was the organisa­
tion of ·the Philadelphia chapter of 
the committee for a Jewish army. 
The committee, which ia headed by 
Dr. Samuel Harden Church, presi­
dent of the Carne·gie Institute of 
Technology, will be formally start­
ed on Dec. • in Washington. 

Extolling the courage and bra­
very of the Jew under fire, Mr. 
Gavrilovitch cited the instance of 
Yugoslavia today, where, he said, 
"the fight is going on." . 

"Patriots from the whole coun­
try, e.specially the Serbs, an fight­
ing a guerilla war. They are de-
11troying bridges, railroad tr.Ins, 
military object., attacking trans­
ports with munitions and food in 
order to hinder the provision of 
the Germana on the southern front 
of Russia. Ir Yugoslavia had 
yielded and accepted the agree­
ment of Germany, Germany would 
have attacked Russia two month• 
earlier and today the situation 
would be different." 

Mr. Gavrllovitch extended felici­
tations to President Roosevelt, 
King Peter Il, "the old wolf, Mr. 
Churchill," and "the great Russian 
nation which is fighting today tor 
liberty and the destiny of the 
world." He added his welcome to 
the Jewish Army and expressed 
hope for its success ln its "far­
reaching aims." 

Alex Wilf, chairman of the lo­
cal chaptt"r, said: 

"The Jews of Palestine and 
11tatelesa Jews of Europe consti­
tute a nation, and they have the 
same right to fight as a nation aa 
t hP Yugoslavs, the Poles and the 
Eng"lish. 

"Tht's people have the right to 
f1~ht against Hitler and for their 
own free destiny in their own State 
ln Pal tine." 




