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Dear Lnrd Moyne,

I have to thonk you for youwr letder of March 4, The
decizicn to postpone the formation of the Jewlsh Division
for four to six months is. as you rightly expected, deeply
di sappoiniing to us, the more so becanse the difficulty of
equlpment has been present in our minds from the beginning
and - ag I s8aid to Mr, Eden o few monihis sg0 ~ we would
naturally have nwalted our turn,

Indeed, the decision is & sore blow, ZFor a whole
year the Jewish Agency have waited for thelr offer of co-
opercntion to be nccepted and now for six montha we have
been working on the scheme, and the course of the negotia-
tions had led us all to believe that the matter was panotle-
nlly settled.

Yours sincerely,
Chainm Welizmamn

MARCH 15, 1941. Dr, Veisuomn left for America.

APRIL 14, 1941, Mr, Nonder (ncting for the Jewlsh Agenoy) submitted the follow-.
ing Memorandum %o Lord Hoynei

JEWISH SELP_IEFENOE IN PALESTINGE

1, Fron two sides war once more approaches Palestine; while the
Irnq coup, with the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem behind 1%, points to &
likely renswal of Arab troubles,

2, A ¥azi invnsion of Prolestine would spell death for every Jew -
Lion, woman, and child.

3. Palestina Jewry clainms the right to self-defonce, Heavy would
be the responeibility were they tc perish after having been refused
the means of defending themgelves,

4, In Septeciber 1939 some 136,000 Pplestine Jews - 90,000 men and
45.000 wonen ~ roglstered for nntionel sorvice; 8,000 are now serve—
ing with the British foroes in the Middle IFnst, and tuch greater
nunbers could be obtained,

5. MNo rash measures, such as might hasten an Arab outbreak or serve
Axis propagands, are suggesiod; still, we ask that the problem of
Jewish self-lefence in Palestine should be envisaged immediately.

6, During tie Arab troubles a Jewish "supernumerary police" was
raised and roceived military training. Similar waye nmight now be
found for forming Jewish units for self-defence and milltary service,

7. The detoils would have to be discussed between the British author-
ities in Pslsstine and Cairo ond the Jewiesh Agency in Jerusalem, Bub
the order to do so must come from London,

MAY 6, 1941, Lerd Moyne inforned Mr, ¥Nander that » echene for Jewish self-

defanee in Paleatine had been submitted to him through the High Com-

nigsioner, and aporoved by him, The rule of egual numbers in enldst—

ing Jewe and Arobs for infantry formations was to be dropped; the

| Jewish Bupermmerary Police in the settlements were to be mobilised,

| increased, and given intensive training; the settlements were to be
developed into strong points in the defensive acheme for the countiry;
and the Jewish Urban Kilitla was slso to be increased.

JUNE 1941, On February 10, 1941, the mumber of Palestinian Jewlsh volune
teera in the British Army had renched 7,380, ILetailed-figures were
as followe:

b 15 T 1.540
A M, 2.0, 2,870
Tahe Buffa 910
Rl 13C
R-A.B.C. 840
Etevedore Oorpany, R.E. 290
R, K. 420
B.A,.0.0C. 110
R, G. 5 115
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Jortured by Hitler as no nation has ever been in
modern %imes. and advexrtised by him as his foremost enenmy,
we cre refused by those who fight hin the cshance of seeing
our nane and our flag eppear among thoee a¥rayed agelnst him,

I know that this exclusion iz not in your eowm inten-
tiona or spiri%, I% ie the work of people whu were re-
spongible for the Munich policy in Furcpe and fer the White
Paper in Pnlestine, We were sacrificed in crder %o win over
the Mufti of Jerusnlenm and his friends who were serving Hltler
in the Niddle Enst; whereas the only thing which can semre
the Arnbs is British strength in the Middle BEast,ns has been
clearly shown in Irpk.

But nre the Jews so utterly unicporsant as the treat-
ment neted out to then suggeste? I have spent four months in
America, travelling up and down the country, and closely
watching the Anerican scene, Forceg over there are finely
bolanced; the position is uncertain, Thers is only one big
ethnic group which is willing to stand, %o a nan, for Great
Eritain, and a policy of "all-out-zid" for her: the five
pillion Anerican Jews. JFrom Secretary Morgenthau, Governor
Lehnan, Justice Frankfurter, dowm to the simplesi Jewish
worknan or trader, they are conscious of all that thls
strugegle ngninet Hitlar irmplies.

1t hns been repeatedly ncknowledged by British
statesnen that it was the Jews who, in the last war, offect-
ively helped to tip the scales in Averica in favour of Great
Eritain, They are keen to do it -~ and ooy do it - agein.
But you are dealing with lmnan beings, with flesh and blood,
and the noet elenentary feeling of self..respect sets linits
to service, however willing, if the roepongs i1s nothing buk
rebuffs and humilintiors. MAmerican Jewry waita for n word -
o enll froo His Mnjestyis Government. The formotion of o
Jewish Fighting Force will be that signal. ZXquipment cannot
be the deteruining factor; there will alwnys be some alter-
native use for whatever eguipment ie gvailable; and fresh
recruits are nll the tine being czlled up in the British
Cormonwealth by their hmndrede of shousands, while we are
told to wait for one single Division because of lack of
egquipment. If the spirit of Amerdioan Jewry is roused, the
influence which this will exercise on Amerlcals rather
sluggisi production will return to you that equipment with
panifoll geina,

Let ne feel, kr, Prine Minister, thnt our friendship
is not spurned nn the British side, nor our name obliterated
at a time when Hitler is endeavouring to obliterate our very
existense,

Yours very sincerely,
Ch, Weizmann,

OCTOBER 15, 1041, Dr. Weizmenn received the following letter from Lord

Moyne;

Depr Dr, Welzoanm,

I very wmoch regret the delay in sending a definite reply
to ths request which you made during our discusaion here on
the lat of Septecber about the proposal for the formation of
Jewiah conbingents for the British Army., When I reported our
conversatim and your desire that there should be & definite
deeiaion and that you should not be left in further suspenee,
the Prime Minister referrad the whole natter for further con-
stderation to the Ministers concerned. The results of thelr
exarination of the problem have now been considered by the
Cabinet, to whom copieg of your letter to Nr. 11 of
the 10th of Septecber had already been cocrmniecated by the
Prine Miniater's direction. Viewed fror the standpoint of
oilitary requirenents and the supply situation, it at once
becare apparent that the present zhlpping and supply sit-
uation has grown tmch more conplicated in consequence of
the undertakings of asaistnnce on o vast scale that have
recently been given to the Eoviel Goverzment, and that i%
would indeed entirely preclude the Jldes of transporting to
this country reoruite in conslderable m:obers for a Jewlsh
force from the United States and from Falestine,

I an vory eaxyy that thid docisian oont he poe Telrddr


























