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Kr. Gabriel A, Veobeler, 8-N\ 17 
Oolla1\\ee tor a lewiib Ar,q 
286 Madi1on ATenue 
.,, tork, I.I. 

Dear Ill", Weobalert 

On bebalt ot the erpnCJ Oollllittee tor Z1on18t Att in I aoknowledp 
vitb thank• noe1p, ot 1ou.r letter or r••t•rdat•• date. I bad been on 
\lie point ot o01111111Dioattq with 71:M vben 7ov.r letter reached••• We 
look torvard to reo•1Yinc the ■ore apeelfto propoaal. \o vbioh Jou refer, 
1111d teel lt -, be of •alu• to Noord beJ-e Drietlt 'M attitude ot ti. 
.. rgenq Ooamitt .. in the light ot the OODYenetiou \Mt baY• take plaoe. 

At tbe lae\ -•tiftl bel.4 between ~n•etatl••• ot \be levieb I.NJ 
Oollll1tt .. and ot the ergeno7 Ooailn1ttN 'tor zt.oniat Atfaira, N8pff'1¥elJ', 
•••enl prino1pl•• "" pror:>9aed bf \tie letter •• fonli.ftl a ba•la vhtob 
•icht 1 ... to Joint aotirlt7 on bebalt or l iah AN7 in Pal••tt.M. 
TheN prino1ple1 bad hen diaouaeed t le•b ~ •neral ••'lnl• 
prWM\lalJ beld - ... ,~•which_... proaq>tet! bf ov •1Mal duin lo 
onate a united etton, 1t poaet.ble, tor a lewlah l.rfq, and to direot 1, 
\uoap the atborl\7 of• o•tnl neponai.ble Zlonu\ bodT• n., ■a, be 
IUIIIIIU1.aed 1n the tol.loriq tour potnlet 

1. In Yi.,, ot the ohanced oondlttou nnltirli troa Aaertoa•• 
•tr, into tbe -,., all aep\1ationa re lhe Jewiah AftlT an to be 
direoted wwuu nppor\ of• leviab Ar,q baaed on Pales\lne aa4 _,omW 
tJ'all that OCND\'7 lte.i.t, To \Ille 1ou expn•NCl ...-•••a\. , 

t. m politioal ••ao\litt.ou with ,he Alllert.oan and Brttlall 
OoTcm■•t• and with lffffllll•\ ottiotala 1n n the leviah 1r,q are \o 
be left ln Ula bancl• ot the 1Mrpn07 0-.itt• tor Zionia\ Attalra aa4 
the lewiah J.pno,. On t.bia, \oo, 'her••• uantatt1 ot opt.n1on. 

a. Tbe aot1Yl , on behalf ot tbe levt1h AnJ l• to be oarried 
tos-.erd \&Iller the ••1h ot tbe ersenc, OallllittN tor Zioniat Attain. 
In order \o 1nnN that t.he poltole• and ao,trl.tl•• of \be Ooll■i\t.ee tor 
a levleh Ar,q eball be in but11cmJ with tM pollole• ot the -.-OJ 
eo-■t.ttee, \he ao••ndna boq ot \be Oolllattt.ee tor a levtah Ara, •ball 
M oou\1'-ted u • join\ 001111lt\ae wt.th• uJol'lt7 appoin\ed bJ \be 
••rs•o1 Oolllltttee, it betnc adentood tbat the IN"IP reepouibl• tor 
lDltlatPa ad or1aniUJ11 the C¼ni\t.ee tor a Jewiah ArllJ •hall b&Ye 
a4-qu\e npne•\a\lon. 



• 

Nr. Gabriel A. eohaler - 2 -
Ccaait\N tor a leviah Aa7 

. erpnor Ooallli\\ee tor Z1 n1a\ tt in, whioh 
npna nt• all par\1•• wit.Ma tlle ZS.On1" truework ill thla ooun\r,, 
oanno r lin ul 1,a naponat.btll tor the cllNo\ton of \he ettoi-t 
on be t t I v1. h ..,.,.,, tbe '7J)e ot propapnda, \lM • \abl1• 
ot polio7, to., at.no• ,beN nea ... arilJ tlov tlQII, aacl abal.cl be ta 
oon90n ce th, the teaoJ" or poll teal n otiatt n oarri on with 
Qoy ma tan th S \e J> a 

• N cmttdent \ the 1.nt re • or the lhiall 1 ill beat N 
7 coordinating and tf)' 11 aot1ri.t1•• ln it b halt.~-

bel1 , aust be ed on t aoo tanoe ot • tmldren\al 
rinoi le t op-am be uDdertakan and oanied to rd UUI' 

Zion1 t dlnotioll - aore 1peoit1oell7, \lnder t.he -•■l•• or th l!Jlla· ... ,., 

Coaait • Thie i• no arbitr r7 conolusl n, t eri•• tJIOIII CNJ' deep 
•••• ot ioniat r•• on 1b111t7 and t ....... 1196 tat1• a •tu• and 
tb l l onstit tto ot the Till•~..,.1mn 

At the • ti held on ;r,,,,••-ber 19, l er\ook to re-... -. 
dl•csu•aiona, and \he rtnoiple _._.__ oftllll.ated •• a r •--· ..... 
th , to 70'41' lar OOllllllttH, to intora of t otion t.ak• 
bJ it.. • ball·be clad to bear frOII ,ou •• 1adteatecl 1n 7our le\ter. 

i.neeNl7 you.re, 

Arlbiu' Lovie. 
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A Jewish Anny 
The New York Tbnu yesterday op­

posed the creation of a Jewish Army. Spe­
cifically it opposed the recent resolution in 
Congress asking that we urge the British 
to permit formation of such an army. 

It opposed ft on what it called the 
practical" grounds that the British For­

eign Office is afraid the Arabs wouldn't 
like it and on the "theoreticaln grounds 
that it would lead to demands for post­
war creation of a Zionist State. 

PM took its stand on creation of a Jew­
ish Army as long ago as June 10, 1941. 
It demanded then that the Jews of Pales­
tine should have the elementary right to 
defend themselves and fight for democ­
racy under their own banners. This is no 
more than we have granted to the Czechs, 
the Poles, the Free French and a score of 
other peoples who are fighting under their 
own flags today in the battle against 
Fascism. 

The Tlmei never once mentions a Jew­
ish Army. It calls it a Zionist Army. The 
Jews have never asked for the creation of 
a Zionist Army. They have asked for crea­
tion of a Jewish Army to serve under Brit­
fsh or Allied command, wherever the need 
may take them. It would be recruited from 
tbe Jew1 of Palestine and from among 

those Jews who, today, are men without 
a country b«,cause of Hitler's anti-Semitic 
law1. 

Tile Arabs wouldn't like it! That is the 
theory of the British Forei~ Office, the 
1ame Foreign Oftice that wouldn't believe 
the Grand Mufti was anti-British witil.he 
turned up in Berlin not many months ago. 
Did this appeasement policy keep Iraq 
from betraying Britain? Did it prevent the 
Shah of Iran from turning Quisling? Will it 
keep Fascist-minded Arab leaders from 
helping the Fascists whenever it is to their 
advantage to do so? The great mass of 
Arabs aren't excited about it., There are 
12,000 Jews in the British Army now­
bearing arms and drilling before the 
Arabs' very eyes-without causing the 
slightest unr~ 

What PM considers the vital issue right 
now is the fact that there are 50,000 Jews, 
passionately anti-Nazi, who are ready to 
fight and die to defeat Hitler. We have no 
right to tell them: "You can only fight 
Hitler if you are willing to lose your 
identity as Jews." With Hitler threatening 
the Mediterranean again and the Japanese 
still having much their own way In the 
Far East, what we and our British allies 
ought to say is: "Here are the arms. Go 
11D it." -ALEXANDER Um.. 



RFSCI,UTION PUSENTED BY JUDGE Louts E, LEVIN':rHAL AND UN.umLOJSLY ADOPTED 
AT THE CARNEGIE HALL RALLY J'Clt J. JEWISH 1IGHrr.NG JORCE IN P~E5Timl, 

HELD UNDER TEE .AUSP! CES ar THE &DmIC.AlJ !UERGENCY C(MMI'rTEm roa 
ZIONIST .AFFAIRS, \v'EJ)NESOAY, 11'EBRU.APJ 4, 1942. -- - -- - - - -

We, assembled in mass meeting at Carbegie Hall, fervently work:i~ and praying 

for the vietory of .America and the United Nations - the victory of truth, justice a.rd 

freedom - express our grave concern over the continued refusal of the British Govern­

ment to grant to the Jews of Palestine their rightful place and status as .ll.lies in 

our common struggle. The Holy Land, whence sprang humanity's noblest ideals, has been 

destined to constitute one of the most vital strategic areas in humanityts gravest 

trial, The Jews of Palestine stand eagerly prepared to give their energies, their 

resources, their lives to the service of the democratic cause and for the defense of 

the homeland they have reclaimed by their heroic toil, ~oda¥ they are being denied 

the opportunity of full participation in the battle for civilization. 

We declare that the Jerm of Palestine must be granted not only the opportunity 

to participate fully. but the right to participate e,g.ual1Y. They l'.!lU.St be admitted to 

the war against barbarism not grudgingly, but in the full exercise of their right and 

status as a free people on its own soil, fhey, who have been eo cruelly persee-uted by 

Nazi tyranny, they who bled for freedom, demand a place on the firing line to plq 

their pa.rt in the defeat of Nazism in their own name, under the inspiration of the 

ancient emblems of the Jewish people and in the dynamic, recognition of the eqaulity 

and freedom of all peoples. 

We therefore respectfully urge our beloved and revered President to use his good 

offices in confonnity with the spirit and tradition_s of this country to help secure for 

the Jews of Palestine the right to organize a Jewish fighting force under iritish 

command or .Allied command. 

We ask such recognition for the Jews of Palestine in the name of the Jewish 

people who ha~e been the victims of fascist persecution; in the name of the Homeland 

hallowed by Jewish sacrifices and restored by Jewish efforts; in the name of the victor1 

all free peoples are uni ting to a.chi eve; in the name of the ideals of freedom and 

Justice and equality to which the United Nations are dedicated in the great struggle 

in whioh we are now ereaged. 
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BRI'rISH EMBASSY 
k:ishing·0on} D. O. 

My dear Judge Levinthal., 

Mar:::h 21, 1942. 

Your letter of March 13th, for which I wish to thank 
you, did not, of course, surprise me. lt is, if I may say so, 
symptomatic of the difficulty which Ame:::-ican Jews find in un­
derstanding the political problems of the Middle East that you 
should cite the hypothetical case of British ~efugees froo 
Hong Kong being turned away from J'ava as aa ai'J.alogy -to t l1e 
problem of uncontrolled Jewish immigration f::. .. om enemy cciurrtries 
into Palestineo 

The situation> I admit, is somethi.,g l:i.ke a deadlock 
which can, I submit, only be broken by the dest:ruct~.on of the 
Nazis and their satellites. The securicy of Palest:h1e, in the 
heart of the Middle Eastern theatre of wa~, is a vital factor in 
the struggle. rr that security involves the denial of asylum 
to some hundreds of Jews from OentraEurope , you may be sure that 
the meJ,ilbers of His Majesty 1 s Government regret this necessity as 
sincerely as yourself. But against that I would ask you to 
remember the greater suffering involved for humanity, and damage 
to the cause of free men everywhere, if by the policy pursued in 
the Middle East we should cause prolongation. of the: war., or imperi·!. 
the cause for which we are fighting~ 

His H0 nour 
Judge Louis E~ Levinthal 

Court of Common Pleas ff 6 
City Hall? Philadelphia. 

Belie.ve me, 
My dear Judge Levinthal, 

Very sincerely yours, 

HALIFAX 
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S E C R E T 17th April, 1942. 

Pol/54/42 

Dear General Auchinleck 1 

I was sorry that you could not see me during my recent visit to Cairo, but I 
need hardly say that I fully rea.li~ei how pre0ccupie you uere at the tine. I ,m: 11 

therefore, gladly availing myself of your kind sugge~t::.on to state my vi v;s in 
writing. 

2. The question I intended to raise is that of Jewish participation in the dv· 
fence of Palestine in the event of the country being directly threatenedo ]of0re 
submitting concPete proposals, I feel that I ought to stress certain general co~s_f­
era,tions of fundamental character. 

3. There can be little doubt that if Palestine were over-run by the Nazis . nothing 
less than complete annihilation would be the lot of the Jews of this country. Tho 
destruction of the Jewish race is a fundamontal ~onet of the Nazi doctrine. Th3 
authoritative reports rocently published show that that policy is being carried 
out with a ruthlessness which dofied description. Hundreds of thousands of Jew~ 
havo perished in Poland, tho :Balkan countries• Rumruiin. and tho invaded provincc·s 
of Russia as a result of mass executions I forced deportations <':1.Ild tho sp:·cad of 
famine and disoaso in ghettoes nnd concentration cnmps. An even swifto1 .. d0~b.,..,..t.~'" 
tion, it must be feared, ,;,rould overtake the J0t1s of Pnlostino v,erc th-;y t.) ft.tll 
under Nazi sw~y. By dostroying tho Jewish Nntionnl Homo, Hitlor would '.)0 ~·1&~iae 
tho jugular voin of the Jewish people. Horoilvor, ho '\'TOUld thereby bo ofI'orit~g u. 
uniquo prize to thoso Arab na.tionP.list~ on whoso support ho counts in :his aehcT'lO 
to secure domination of the l'Jiddlo East, rmd ?.'ho- TTould bo only too willir..f; to 
n~sist him in thnt work of dostruction. 

4. The matter obviously has a different aspect uhen viewed from the angle of 
Jewish survival in Palestine than from the standpoint of British imperial strate""'i " 
To the British Empire the evacuatiop. of Palestine, if it were ever to ·oac0.ne :.n"'" 
escapable, would mean . no more than a temporary setback in a world struggle who~e 
ultimate outcome cannot be in doubt. To the Jews of Palestine it wo"-lld spell i:u ... 
mediate extermination. In ~he interlude between two acts in the drama of ua r •·· +r .. a 
loss and reconquest of Palestine - the work of three generations of Jeuish pi0rJ. .crN 
w9uld have gone up in smoke. 

5. These special circunstancos invest the def:~mce of Palestine with unparalleled. 
gravity. Tho responsibility for that dofcnce rests, of cou.rse, with the Imperial 
Government, but, as has been emphasised over and over again, it is of crucial impJr 
tance that the Jews should be enabled to take the fullest possible part in that do·· 
fence which is to them a matter of life and death. Th0y regard that as their sacrc~ 
right and bcliove that their contribution could be of ma.tcrio.l importance, :But 
again, tho quostion ao to whether and to what extent they rrill be allowed to contri··· 
bµto to tho country's d0f0nco is the Imporia.l Govornmont 1 s responsibility. 

6. Tho utmost mobilisation of the Jews of Palestine TIOuld appear to be vital quite 
apart from tho special considerations affecting tho Je\YS n.s cuch. Th9 British po· .. 
sition in tho Middle East, as far as the attitude of tho majority of tha pupulntion 
is concerned, can at best be described as one of unstable equilibrium. Any marked 
success of tho enemy in Libya or his nppronch to tho borders of Syria or Pnlestino 
is liable to upset that precarious baltmco. The morale cvon of ~ho pros'Ultk~bly 
loyal section of tho mnjority of tho popu:W.tion ~ould then break dow, whilo thu 
other section would openly or secretly join hnnds with the anomy. Last ycnr~s 
ovonts in Iraq mey wall bo ro~,xdod as n portontc In such a.n omorgency tho Jews of 
PP.le~tino v,ould romnin tho only clement i1ho uould be absolutely dopondo.blo if onl:; 
because thoy stand to lose everything o.nd v,ould be fighting with th.cir backs to th~ 
wall. 

?. In recent authoritativo comments on tho causes of tho Alliod defeat in tho 
Dutch East Indies, it was oxplainod that in those vast possessions, atrotching ovor 
an area o.s lo.rgo as thn.t from Wost of Ireland to tho Porsi?.n CA:lf , there was e. com-· 
plotcly dependable population of not moro thnn n q-µartor of e million. Tho position 
in Palestine is, by comparison, infinitely more fnvournblo. Inn country tho sizo 
of Wales there live todE,¥ over hnlf n million Jowa. If those TTore offectivoly mobil~· 
i~od, thoir dotormiMtion could turn this small country into n voritnbla Thcrmopylao. 

8. It is in tho light of those circumsto.ncos thnt the following proposnla aro sub- 4 

mittod. They fnll under two hoadsa . 

(a) enlistment into tho Anny; 

(b) training and orgnnisation of civilin.ns for 
"homo guru-d11 dutios. 



Letter 
• ~ • ·T9 General Auchinlock from M.Shortok -2- April 17 , "1942 

9, As far as military service ia concerned, it must b~ emphasised that no form of 
recruiting can produco so enthusiastic a response and so high a degree of mili ,:;~r;_, .. 
efficiency as the formation of a Jeuish F~ehting Fo~ce, The fact that this scnem~ 
has been turned dovm, chiefly on political gr01.1ncls~ has caused bitter disappointm.;~ 
and a S')nse of frustration amo:ig tr .. o Jm1s of Pe.J13st:.i.r.8., lt is submitted tiut Whal•·· 
ever qualms m~.r formerly hc:tve benr.L fr;·1.t ty thu ~f.r: r,1..s~: an:;1.,)I'i ties uncier thto he'1.i. 
they should not cou.."'l.t at a tinJ Tih\;.m. <:,,7Bl':f :i. )/:1.:. r, ·.:..,1.. l~ :t .. ucc. J • to holo in stn.vil r.. 
off an en~my invasion of t·1e ·1~d.dle L:i~.rt o .~fte:.' L\1(' :{ears cf s-&:r0:.'.t,.-),.1s ef'.!' ·} rt-' • ~­
tha cause of recruiting for various u.:.:i ts. of the !-3:.~·i -f.,u,h .irmy~ it :.s 0ur coEstif...r "~ 
opinion that the most effectivo and speedy wa~j of suc·u.ring an all-round Jc•;·•i,·r .. l ·.: .. , 
li~tment is tho raising of a Je-;-,iah Forcee 

10. Pending a reconsideration of this fundamental question, for which ue would 
plead again ~ith the utmost force, immediate attention should be directed to tho 
problem of what cnn be done to achieve maxim'UI!l results within tho oxi~ting fra~ow:rk 
of enlistment. The formation expressly designed for t~o defence of Pnlosttnc a.re 
the Palestine Buffa. At present there aro nine Jewish Companies of the Peloctinu 
J3uffa, the laot o'f rrhich is in the course of fonne.tion. A ne\l all-round. effort -'i.'J 
no,v being sponsored by the Jo,.1ish Ar·cncy to speed up rocrui ting into th0 Arm~r p.;o:1f'J1 t l· • 
ly and into the Pnlostj_no :Buffo in pa:,.ti~ular. Originally it WP.a exp :ict.)a. ·Ghat ~! ll, 

fonnation of tho Pnles tino :Buffs rrould gi vo tho Jov,s of ?a 1.ostino ~XJ :xi.ti:::i.r.,.d.1 JJ:t. 
WW a crl.'.1ncc of joining roD,l figh~::n6 uni·Ls 3 but this hope does not seem to ~v0 
mntcrialiscd [l.nd tho P['.lc3tine 3uffe, htwo lost r,. gro.:.t c.o[~l of their ini.tinl pop·:..:i.::.::•.,.~ 
ty. The burd0n of the corr.pJ.aJ nts r1hi0h rDnch ~ f~•om all compnnios is tbat thei·.· 
duties are purely static nnd t:1Gi~ :rr:>g:i.·ammc of trr,,ir..ing is stnlo nnd n.ntiquntodo 
The fooling _ is gaining ground nm0J1g tncm thn.t they arc not at f\ll monnt to have a 
share in real fie.hting if 0vcr tho no~oss~ty for it uor0 to ariso in Pnlostino o~ un 
its borders. Such feolin~, cf course . kills tho opirit of tho cxist1.ng units ruid 
ruins tho pronpocts of fu;r·thor enlistment. It is, therefore, ossentinl thnt the 1,r.T" 
gramme of trnining of the Pf\lcstine Buffs should be overhauled o.nd reformed on up-·t,­
dato lines, th..~t tho Companies should be familin.rin9d Tiith modern ~onpons and tn~ti~~, 
n.nd thn.t, o.s fo.r as prncticn.bla, poriod3 of sto.ttoI1c.1.r.r guard duties sho"J.ld altorru r,l1 

wi~h spells of active field trnining nnd mo.noouvros. 

11. Tho present position regarding the Eu~fs is a kind 0f vicious circle. On thG 
one hand, no nre told thnt the Compl\llies ~re tied up uith stntic dutios nnd cannot 1~ 
spared for higher training bocnus0 they n.ro too fow in number., On the other. ~.,nc., \, c 
knou that recruiting into tho :Buffs is slack just because the existing Compo.nice ().re 
doing only static \10rk Md do n at get the trniniµg of n roal fighting force. I :-i.•.-r0 

discussed tho Tihole problem uith General McConnell nnd subl'Jittod to him the.t effort~ 
should be mn.do from both ends to brook tho circloo Tho Jeuish Agency rd.11 do its 
best to speed up recruiting into the Buffs in spite of thoir ~ro~ont unpopularityo 
Tho Army, on tho other h..'Ul.d1 should tako immediate stops to onhnnco tho vnluo of the 
Buffs as a ron.l fighting force in spite of their limited numbers. 

12. A reform of training alone does not, however, fully meet the issue. So long E.s 
the ~~~•3 retain the form of disjointed companies their value for effective_infantr:-r 
service must of necessity be limited. It appears to us vital that the present Corn~ 
panies be joined into battalions and that more of such battalions be fonned. We a~s 
aware that this would require the provision of additional equipment but we find it 
difficult to conceive of the Anny not being able to s~pply thls. We assume thati 
following a recent preced~n~,. some of ~he existing ,TeVTish pioneer unfts could be 
turned into infantry and that the transport sections of the battalio~s could be 
drafted from the Jewish R.A.s.c. units. Taking lnto account tho exJ.sting personnol 
and, ab9ve all, the fillip which the formation of battalions uill glva to furthu~ 
recruiting, we believe that at least ten battalions of about 19 000 men could bo 
forzned, 

13, I would add that we have up to no~ ~upplied well over 11~000 men for direct 
military sorvice. .A.bout 1,400 of these were taken prisoners in. Greece, t-1.nd tho b·~~2K 
of the remainder are serving with the Rfl.A.c; F. end 1.n transrort a.n9- c.,thur tec:inics.1 
units uhich would probably not be available for ~n~antri cut~e~ ~ We c..lso qssumo 
t~t recruiting into transport and technical units uill cor.t~~u.o. 

14, The major problem of the use or' the civilian Jewish pop-J.lation in the countr:r~ 
dofonce romaine now to be conoidorod. It shoulC: be bo1·n0 in mind that a V{Jcy con ... 
sidora.ble pa.rt of men of military ago a.re o.t proso~'lt f'u+ly umployod in agriculturo 
and essential 1ndustrios and thn.t tho sho:rtago of mnnpcwer for uo1•ks of oup!0emo 
importance to tho war effort is being increasingly felt. This inevitably hn.mpors 
onlistm9nt for military- sorvico but it do-oe not follow that tho groat civillnn ra­
sorvoir, consisting of many tons of thous~..nds, should be wastod for purposes of 
dofonce, The • very locntion of tho Jewish sottlomenta in Po.lostine placos them 1:-i 
a favourable stratogio position for rendering offectivo assisto.nco age.inst an ni~ o~ 
saa•borno invasion. Tho ontiro coo.stal plain from Aero to Tol Aviv o.nd beyond is no,1 
largely in JoTTish bands. So is tho Valley of Jo~rool . through which run tho oil 
pipolina to Mosul and tho railuny lino from Haifa to Domasous. So aro the nort -
eo.storn Md no 
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dotted with Jewish vill&t,;es and townships, inhabited by a virile population which 
knows the country and haE. in the recent disturbances learned how to defend itselt 
an~ fight guerilla hands. 

15. ,1 suitable framework for ~he training and organisation of Jem.sh civilians fc,-: 
home guard duties ia actually available in the Jewish Set t lement Police. and its :r1_, .. 

serves of Special Constabulary. The formation of a pro.fiat H0r.e Gt1,&rd for Palesti.ila 
on the :Sri tish example might be fra1J€ht with intei-racia.: c~Tup l"!.c,;;·,1, i.~us , "1ut i. ··'lJ 
Jewish Settlement Police is an organi~ation which has been iL EJ.x:i:.,'iia :-.ce f o~:- O'TE:r 

six years and has come to be regarded, by Arabs and by Jews alik9, as 3.11 :·;_ ·.1 i: e _p. ~~ 
part of the country-ls security system. Its expansion to meet the req~ire~erts vi 
the present situation and the acceleration of its training programme need .nc,t .. 
therefore, present a:n.y political difficulty, while its e;i.asticity and adapta·bili1;~· 
should excellently serve the needs of the moment and its past experience of d.ire~t 
co9peration with the Army should stand it in good stead. 

16. T~e present active strength of the Jeuish Settlement.Police is only about 
2,600 • .All these are full-time personnel, paid by the Government and armed with 
rifles. The number of special constables 1~ a.bout l5,ooo. These are people carryi!l.g 
on their normal work, mostly in agricultural settlements, who are sworn in and 
authorised to carry rifles in timos of need. T~e whole force is supposed to be 
fully trained in the use of rifles and Leuis guns but the training of special con­
stabulary has been rather of a ho.phazard nature. We understand that th~ Jewish 
Settlement Polico and the Special Oonstabula.ry arc already regarded by the authoriti~s 
as potential re-inforcoments to the troops in case of a major omergency. Of la.to, 
fairly elaborate mnnoavrcs have been cnrriad out by the Jowish Settlement Police in 
various centres with a view to training its porsonnel in combatting parachutists a.nd 
protecting communications in the roar against attacks by air-borne forces. It is 
evidont that just at a time uhon an.invasion of Palostino nw~ be attempted trouble 
muot be expected to broa.k out inside the country- and that Jewish settlements will 
then be tho first targets of attack. At such a time, a considernble part of the 
Jewish Settlement Police will be tied µpin local dofenoas but the stationary defence 
of the settlements a.nd the combatting of parachutists n.nd fifth columnists by mobile 
units would then form a single problem. If the Jowish Settlom9nt Police 1s givon 
the nooessary training and substantinlly increased, it should then be a valun.ble 
adjunct to the militn.ry forces for fairly extonsiva operations. 

17. Our proposals tmder this head are as followst 
(a) The progressive expansion of the special constabulary up to 50 1000. 
(b) The adoption of a large-scale programme . of training, including special courses 

for N.C.Ols and the successive drafting of batches of special constables into 
camps for periods of intensive training. . 

(c) The placing of the whole organisation under military control and the appointment 
of an .lrmy staff, versed in modern taotioa to superintend its training. 

( d) The preparation of amp+e reserves of rifles, machine guns 1 trench motars, grena.-
des, anti•tank guns and other weapons for ~istribution to the force in time of n~ 

18. I must apologise for having addressed you at such length at a time when you ar~ 
so burdened with matters of the greatest moment. _But I feel sure you will appreciata 
the anxiety felt by us, and the grave responsibility which devolves upon those iL 
charge of Jewish interests in these fatoful times. There are n number of points on 
which additional d~tails could be supplied in on ornl discussion and I need hnrdly 
sey that I should be happy to proceed to Cairo for the.t purpose should you feel that 
you co.n now see me •. 

Allow me to.conclude this letter by empho.sising once more what the defence of 
Palestine means to us. No other peopl0 would lose so much if this country were ovor• 
run by the enemy. No oth0r pooplo would fight with such detormiMtion in its dof~ncJ ~ 

Genarnl Sir Clo.udo .t.uohinlock, 
G.c.I.E., c.13,, c.s.I,, D.s.o. 

Comma.ndoi-in-Ohief, 
Middle Et).st, Co.iro. 

Yours.sinoorely, 

M. Shortok 



NOTE ON THE AVAILABLE JEWISH MANPO\!:ER 
IN PALESTINL 

J.~ 1. The day war was declared, September 5, 1959, the Jewish Agency for 
Palest~ne(the official body representing the Jewish people under Article IV of the 
Palescine Mandate) issued a call to men and women between the ages of 18 and 50 to 
regi.se,ur- for national service. Within a few days 136,000 persons, 86,000 men and 
50,CC·'> wor:mn registered- '11:b.o Exocutive of the Jewish .A gen~y announced to the 
Briti3L Government in ?alRstine and in London its ron,.:.inGss to enter into imr.ied­
iato nrrnngements for utilizing Jewish manpower, oconori!.c resources, tecµnicoJ_ 
ability, etc. for the war needs. 

Under the Chrunbcrlnin government all J owi f; }1 off ors remained unheedeo, 

2. With the Italian attack on Egypt in tho s .u:uncr of 1940, the British 
Army required as nany men as it could get. The Arab allies of Great Britain in t,r_ 

Middle East, Egypt nnd Iraq, chose to renain neutral. Cn~ .. y Jewish Palestine wes 
willing to provide the necessary r.ianpower. But the Palestine Adninistration, puT­
suing a policy of nppeasenent toward the Mufti and his friends, saw to it that t l~-2 
services of the Jews should be lL!ited to non-conbatant units. When the threat 
of inva8ion to Palestine came nearer P.nd the Jewish Agency insisted on the rig~t 
of the Jews to defend their country, as well as the Bri~ish positions in the 
Middle East, the goveninent could hardly resist this cluin; but the appeasers 
qualified this decision by introducing the principle of parity, which meant that 
only as muny Jewish fighting units could be formed, ns there may be Arab units. 
As the Palestine Arabs showed no greater eagerness to fieht on the side of the 
United Nations than the ~rabs in Egypt end Iraq, the decision to have Jewish 
fighting units conditioned by onrity could not amount to very much. L~ter when 
the need for manpower grew greater, the principle of parity had to be relaxed in 
practice. Jewish inf ~ntry units were famed although no corresponding Arab 
companies could be recruited. But these Jewish units, contrary to all practice o.r 
military organiz8tion, were not permitted to form battalions and brigades. 

3. At the end of April, 1942 the number of Jews enlisted in the variou~ 
services were& 

PioneoDs ......... 3,031 
Infantry ............ 2,067 
Artillery .......... 448 
Technicnl Services, .... ~.j108 

RASO, RE, RAOC, RCS,RAMO 
RAF •.•••.•..• " .... - . 1,100 
Royal Navy ............ 1,070 
Medical Officers •.. ,. 100 

Totnl 12,723 12,723 

To this total the following must be added• 

Mon engaged on special duties-
under certain nilitary nuthoritics, 

over 500 
Police and auxiliaries - 6,800 

7,300 7,300 
20,025 
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4. The number of Jews in Palestine aged from 20-55 is 80,000. Of 
this age group about 8~000 are enlisted in the Army and 4,000 in the police. 
Qf the remaining 68,000 an allowance of 15% should be made for those physically 
uufit,. The balance of that age group, fit for military service, is thus 
E8,)i)('., '!'o this f-~5-ure can be added some 45,000 men, which includes those 
.f!·o~ 13-20 and 35-45~ 

5. The number of Jewish men engaged in work essential for the war 
effort and who should not be called upon for milita:::-y service is approxir.int ;ly 
30,000. 

The employers and labor organizations of Palestine are prepared 
to make all the necessary readjustments in order to release the maximum 
nuraber of men for military service. 

6. There are thus available, apart from those already serving in tlle 
army and the police, sone 60,000 men for further enlistr1ent. Almost half of 
this nunber, some 30,000 have seen nilitary service in different countries 1.:.1 

Europe. Aoong the□ there were nearly 1000 as comnissiGned officers and 
several thousand non-com□issioned officers. 

7. It is submitted that as the existing units should be organized in 
a single division and th~t by the immediate mobilization of all available 
manpower, three additional divisions should be enlisted, trained and equipped. 

New York 
June 29, 1942. 
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To the Members of the Office Committee• 

There will be a meeting of the Office Committee on 

lflDDlm♦I, JJJLI :L.6, 1942 at 4 lbl• 

at 41 E. 42nd Street, New York, lLY. 

Your presence is kindly requested. 

A. Lourie. 

lnclosureea 
- -K•orandwD on Detense ot Pales ine and Jews- D. Ben-Ourion 
a 

Oop7 ot letter trom M. Shertok to Arm1 authorities in Pale_.ine 
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W'AJ l1J'Og AND l'N\ ,OTENTIA,LITIES OF PALESTINIAlf ,JEWRY 
(rner,,OA.ANPUT>'I ,=:-~tn'l LtrvOoN) 

AUGUST 29 1 1939. Dr. Weizmann, President of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 
(the organisation representing World Jewry, set up under the Mandate to 
oo-o~erate with H.M.G. in building up the Jewish National Home in Pales­
tine), wrote to the Prime Minister, Mr. Chamberlain, declaring tha·~ "·vhe 
Jews stand by Great l3r1 kin and will figh• on the side of the derr.0crae~ e :'', 
and stating that 11we place ourael ves1 in matters bi:., and small, under i.h<-i 
oo-ord1nat1ng direction of His MaJeetyt s Government. nia Jewish .Agt:Jniiy ~. l:.. 

ready to enter into immediate arrangements for utiliain& Jewish man-powe;.•, 
technioal ability and resources, etc.u 

SEP!, 2, 1939. The Prime Minister in reply noted 11with pleasure that Ch-eat 
Britain oan rely upon the wholehearted oo-operation of the Jewish .Agency er· 

SEPT, 1939, Registration of Palestine Jewry organised by the Jewish Age:-.<·-~, 

Out of a community at that time of less than half a million, 
85,781 men and fx:),262 women volunteered for National Service, the vast 
ma.Jorit7 of men specifically mentioning their readiness to serve with the 
:British Army. 

AtmJMll 1939. Dt-. Weizmann pressed on various Government departments in 
London the potentialities of Jewish Palestine, with its numbers of high­
grade experts in science and industey, and 1 ts slcilled labour. !the Med-
1 terranean route being still open, mean.a and machinery could have been 
supplied for developnent of factories, etc. :But until Lord Lloyd suooeed­
ed Mr. Ma.loolm Maon>nald aa Colonial Secretary in Mav 1940 Dr. We1zmann 1a 
SU&gestions were no.t taken up. 

!the reasons were poli ticali 

(a) Obligations incurred to the Jewa might upset the policy of the White 
Paper of 19 39. 

(b) The Jew18h war effort might be disliked by the Arabs. 

OCTOBER and The first official call for Jews and Arabs to join !ri ti sh 
NOVEMBER, 19391 units. The numbers asked for were small, and on a strict basis 

of numerioal pa.riv between Jews and Arabs. Jews were enlisted as follows: 

ll.JJ. • 
R.A.s.o., 
R.A.u.c., 
R.A.o.o., 

la) 

300 
100 

' 1§.0, . 680. 

DEOEMBIR l, l9;JR. Dr. Weizmann wrote to the O.I.G.S., General Ironside, ~noe 
more offering •a Jewish Division to be recruited in Palestine and elsewher~ 
for servioe with the !ritish Forces in the present war wherever requiredn; 
the higher oomnand position to be occupied by British officers, while the 
junior officers should 1include a strong contingent of Palestinian Jews•, 
as the exiatenoe of such oadrea would greatly faoilitate recruitment and 
training of the rank and file. Dr. Weizmann therefore sU4Zested that a be-­
ginning be made with the training of such off1oer cadres. 

DECEMBER 4 1 1939. Oolonel R. Macleod, G.s., replied on behalf .of General Iron­
side that the O.I.G.a. 1agreea in pr1no1ple with the raising of a Division' 
a.a suggested by Dr. Weizmann, and that he had forwarded the letter to the 
A.G., but ttiat "there are other iapl1cat1ons whioh will have to be taken 
into consideration.• 

~e moat ardent desire of the Jews was, and is, to serve rul. 
Jews under their own national flag, like every other nation. :Bu.t the 
policy of H.14.G., ao long a.a Mr. MacDonald was Oolonie.1 Secretary, was to 
trnnaform the Jews into an anonyz:ious cinority in Palestine. The formation 
of un1ta of a. Jewish national ohnra.oter wa.1 opposed. Therefore, when the 
Palestine Administra,1on decided to enlist 1,200 Jews and Arabs in two 
cixed 11Pales\1nian1 unit• of the A.M.P.O. for servioe in n-anoe, the Je·.vfr:-_ 
Agency did not co-operate in the raising of bodies thus oanposed. It a.:.r. o 
however, co-operate in raising Jewiah recruits for British reginents. 

)'At l21 1940 • 
ment. 



• 

.., 
• 

MAY 29, 1940, Dr. Weizmann '1l"ote to the Prime Minister as follows: 

Dear Prime Minister: 
\73. thout pref nee I submit a suggest.ion for 

ro.~1.dly mobilistng who.tever. r eao-u .. 't"ces, euonomlo• 
militn1-y, pr,litica l a.nd t~•Jlm.lcal, J r3w;ry in Pales­
tine and elsewhere can cont.ibut.e to the Britieh 
causeo 

Ma first stepr I beg you i mmediately to 
appoint v. nr.iall Cor.u:1i ttee wi th wide t erms of r of~:t"­
ence to deal with this matter . Our \1ar ef'fr.1-r ·:; has 
to be under~en in conjunction w1.th the CoJ.on~.o.l 
Office, the fighting servjc~s. the Ministry of 
Sa~ply and Econo~~c ~nrfare, and ~he Dep~~tments 
concerned ~1th Intelligenoe nnd Propaganda, 

Enelo3U.'t'e. --------

Very sinoerezy yours 0 
Ohaim Weizmann. 

The Jewish rlar Eff,or\ 

We oan mobilise at onoe the eoonomic, military. 
political and technical resources of the Jewit:Jl people in Palestine and 
elsewhere for the Briti1h cause. 

l. Su.ppg: Agriculture and industry in Palestine should be adap~ed and 
developed in acoordonoe with war needs. We he;~e a large number of highly 
skilled chemists. engineers, etn. uho oou.ld undertake to manufacture ex­
plosives, mot~r vehiole1 1 a.l'tls 1 etc. We have equipment for making shoes 
and clo~hing for the troops. 

2. Economic Wnrfa~ei We can ~obilise Jews all over the world - the Nenr 
East (Palestine, Turkey• Iro.n 1 the Balkans). North and South .Atlerico. 1 etc. 
to help Britain in her eoonomio ~nrfnre. knong the refugees from Germaey, 
Austria, Ozeohoslovald.a, there are nurabers of men who were owners o-r m~ 
agers of factories, and oould supply information of economic and military 
izr4,ortMoe. Their co-operation ~ould also be valuable under (1) and (3). 

3. Milj.tpry Help,: (o.) We ean raise several divisions in Palestine and 
elswha1'e for servioe with the British A:rrrry. We have in Falestine about 
3~ 1 00~ men who hn.ve had eome training either as auxiliaries to the British 
Forces there, or in European arr.ties. (b) We oan organise an Air Force 
unit (squadron). We have j.n Pru.estine n sol.tool of aviation which, w:1.th 
Government help, could be readily enlarged. (c) We can help with Military 
Intelligence. 

4. Propq.ggn<3A1 le oan intensify pro-Ally propaganda in neutral oou.ntriea, 
especially in the .Americas. 

JUNE 1940. Lord Lloyd agreed to larger n'UI:lbers of Jewish Palestinian reoru.its 
being enlisted, and formod into distinctive Jewish units. 

Equality of number, of Jews ond Arabs were still insisted upon f01• 
the Infantry. But alongside, in discussion between Dr. Weizmann, Lord 
Ll-,yd, and some members of the i7o.r Oo.binet I the idea 'began to take shape o:t' 
raising a Jewish Fighting Foree composed of Palestinians e.nd non,..Pnlestin ... 
ians, to be trained outside Palestine. 

JUNE to 
DEO, 194t~ 

A total of 4,489 Palestinian Jews enlisted, as follows: 

R.A. I ---- ,--...~ ----------------

Pioneer Oorpa, -------­
Infant,:-y (The Buffa) -­
R. A. F s ( Gz·ound Serw.l oe s )-

735 
87 

l,500 
66~ 

1,5P~ 4,489, 

Adding the 1 9577 who had previously joined, the total number of 
Jews in various '\lllita on 16th De~eIJber 1940 was 6,066. Forty of the Jewa 
enlisted in the ~ioneer Corpa were sent to offioers• training oomps. 

AUG. 6, 1941. In view of the ino!"easing millto.ey tlu·eat to Palestine, nr. We1.7,, .. 
cnnn wrote to th) Prj.mo Mini s~er re~ea~ing his previous offer of n Jewis!'­
l'ighting Foroet and stresaing the righ·t of Palestinian Jer.cy to eotive ScJlf 
defenoe. 

SEPT• 3, 1940. Dr. Wei zmnnn ~:u.n('hed \7l th the P:r~me Min is t-8r a.no. ~.,.l:,:n.•_; t t i-,C:.. ·~,: ·r: 
the following pr~pCI ~o.l a -i• .~ 0h -r. c• r" qi v~Hl I\'·, 
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1. Reoruitoent of greatest possible numbe~ of Jewe in 
Palestine fer fighting servi00s, to be formed into 
Jewish battalionJ or larger formationso 

2, The Colon:i.nl Office inrdsts on an app~oxioate 9ari ty 
in the n~Jer of J errJ and of AT.abs r A~ruited for 
spec.~-tfiG ,Tew l :-L1 and Arnb uni~~ in '.r'1le~tine, A:\ 
Jewish reci·u! .. ~r.1en-~ in Po.lest i.ne ts 0cr ~v.in ·to yield 
au.ch J.argsr nunbe~"G than At·ab, ·~l e 8X'-'B bs nf Jews to 
be sent for tro.in~.ng ta Eg.yp •. or anywhere el~e in the 
Middle El ,rt" 

3. Officers cadres• suffic,ient for a Jewish Division in 
the first instance, to be pj_oked immed:tately from 
Jews from Palestine, and trained in Egypt~ 

4, Jewish 11Deaert Unit fl. 

6. Jewish nilitary units to be formed in Englund from 
foreign Jews in England, and volunteers from other 
countries, for sel"Vice in the Midc.le East or elae ... 
where. 

SE;PT • 13 1940. Dr. Weizr.1ann net a·t the War Offioe the Secretary for War 
(Mr O Eden), Lord Lloyd ond~ in 1;he absence of lord Halifax, an official 
representing the Fore!gn O:ff:i.ce 0 The Note of Septer.iber &d formed the 
ba~ia of disoussione The results were submitted to the Oabinet, after 
which Lord Lloyd wrote to Dre ieiz~ann as follows~ 

17th Ootober, 1940. 

I write to confiro what I t~ld you at our oonversatio~ on 
the 14th October~ It has been decided :5.n prino1.ple that proposals 
on the following 1:5.nes should be gene-·ally n.P.9~oved. Y0u will be 
authorised to recruit 10 0000 Jews for incorporation in Jewish units 
in the British Arrn..vo Not □~re than 3,00 of these will be drami froo 
Palestine. The remainder ~ill be dra\m from America or wherever else 
you can recruit them. Eaeh recru.i. t will have to produoe a guarantee 
that he will be accepted by his country of origin after the war. 
These Je~ish unitst including their officers, will be trained in the 
United Kingdo□, the off:lcers being selected by yourself or your re ... 
presen~ative ~ith the approval of the W~ Office. No gun.rru1tee can 
be given as to the theatre of war in which the foroe, when trained 
and equipped, will be employed. Equ.:tpment will be p-rov:'.ded by H:ts 
MaJestyts Governnent as and uhen their resources allow. The cost of 
the equipment and mnintennnoe of the foroe and its p~ ond o.llowo.nces 
will be borne by His Mo.jesty3s Governr.ient, though it is understood 
that you are in hopes of obtaining gifts froo the United States as a 
contribution towards the cost. 

The oeasures necessary to give effect to the above de~t~ion 
will have to be considered further after the Presidential eleJtion in 
the United States. Mennwhilet no action should be taken in the t1,,1,t ·ter 
o.nd no announoeoent on the subject should be made. 

The above inforoatton is communicated to you for your striot­
ly personol and oonfident:..al inforna.tion; and I shall be grateful if 
you will ensure that nothing is done or said about thl.s, even after the 
election, without prior consultation with me. 

Yours very sincerely, 
Lloyd 

NOVEMBER, 1940, Brigadier A. w. Lea wne appointed liason between the War 
Off1oe and the Je~ish Agency. 

NpVEMBER 22, 1940~ Plnn for the Jeuish Division offio1all.y oomrmmioated by the 
~ar Office to the Jewish .Agency. 

DECEMBER 31 1940, The V ,0, I .G. S ( General Hn.ining) suggested to the Jevnsh 
Agency the n&:ie cf Brigadie-r L A .. Rav1es o.s Oomr.1n.nder of the Jew1 3h 
Fighting Foroe. H.1.s appointr.1~nt r, s v;eloo□ed, , and on Januo.ry 6 ~.,:1 
Dr. Weizmann and M:c L.:B. :~DJ:1ie-r net Erigadi':3re Lee and Hawe s f :-,r u 
first talk. 



' . 

JAIIDARY 2, 194:1. First cJraft of publio announ~ement of fort10.tion of a Jewish 
Fig!1i,ing Foroer . on ~he lines lo.id down in Lord Llo~~d? s letter of Oct~be:r 
17, 1940. 

(a) 
(b) 

!lhe only points outstnnding oonaerncd 

..i, • '"i ( • • + n· • • u8 SJ.gna ll Oll J-<, 0 0 un: .,S;, 1. "Tl •U .On ~ 

degree of pub!.ir1.t:y ~o be giv-en to 
Jewish Agenc;;-; 

~ording and d~gree of ~u~lici~y to 
on the nunber of Pn.lest:i.Jrlnn Je\1s, 
foreign Jem. sh volu.."lteer!~. 

o:r Jey;is.li Figb.ting Force?); 
·the part as signed to the 

be given 1,o t!1e lim.1. ta ~ion 
and ·~~e st~te guarantees for 

JANUARY 24,. ),941_. Dr,, \7eizoonn and Mr. lfoci:le'!' so.VT Mr. Eden (now Foreign 
Secretary). The onrgin of d.t:'fe:rence was very r.1uch redu11ed, but fino.l 
o.greenent was held up by Lord 1loyd1 s illness. 

!EBRUARY 3 1 1941. Dr. i7eizaio.nn sm1 the Secretr.i.ry fo:r Wor ( Onptnin Margesson), 
nnd a ocoprooise forwla for State gunrantees wns adunbrated. 

n+BRUARY 4, 1941. Death of lord Lloyd, 

FEBRUARY 5, 1941. Dr. '7eiznnnn o.nd Mr .Nnoie~ t10.w the C. I .G.S. ( General Dill) 
Md the lo.st p0lnts at issue were practically settled. 

JAN. FEB, 1941. Brigadier Hawes prel)nredt in collaboration with the Depnrt-
nents of the Wo.r Office and the Jewish Agency, det~iled plans for the 
Jewish Fighting Fcroe. This, being n new venture, involved a good r.m.ny 
novel probleos. 

FEBRUARY 9, f94l. Lord Moyne beonr.1e Colonial Secretary. 

FEBRUARY 28, 1941. Sir John Shuck:burgh of the Colonial Office wrote to Dr. rreiz­
r:1n.nn us follows; 

My door ~eizoD.11!1. 
Lord Mcyne asks t1e to send you n line on the subjec't of the 

enl:t.&:Jtnen·t of Jeus for service in the British Arrxr" You wi 11 have 
go.thered from your conversntion with him yesterday afternoon that 
there nre certain points still outstanding upon which sor.10 differk• 
ence of opinion hns arisen. As an immediate step, it has been found 
necessary to nonsult Mr. Eden w~o, as ycu know 0 is out of England, 
T!1is is being done by teleg.. .. o.:ph, nnd it ia hoped to have his reply 
with the rainir.rum of deley; but- in the nenntine P as I no sure that 
you will understand it iij no~ possible to sey when final decisions 
ore likely to be tclken. 

You~s sincerely, 
J. E. Shuckburgh 

MAROH 4 1 1941, Lord Moyne to Dr. ieizt1ann: 

My dear Dr. rf eiZI:lann, 
Inn very sorry to hnve to tell you thnt the raising of the 

Jewish oontingent hn.s to be pos~poned, As you know, I was anxiously 
oonsidering certain details uith n. viaw to re~oval of oinor diffi­
culties, b~t the ontter has now been shifted on to quite other ground 
and the Pri~e M.iniste~ has docided that owing to laok of eq:ttl.pzaent 
the project r.ru.st for the present, be put off for six months but mcy be 
reconsidered again in four ~onths. 

Matters hn.ve, of course, changed very much 1n the last few 
weeks owing to shipping nnd other difficulties, and I cnn assure 

/ 
you that this postponeoent is in no sense a reverso.l of the previous 
decision 1 n favour of your prl':pOfH:u,, 

I need no+. tell yo·.1 how tr.uly sorry I ru:i that on the fj,rst 
subject that v,e have d1.se.ussed together events have made it necessary 
to reo.oh a. oonclut3ion wh:t~h will, I know, be so deeply disappointing 
to you. I shalJ., of ouu.":'ser be delighted to see you o.t any t:.i.c1e but 
it would be raising folso hc1ies to lea.v,e you in any e::q>eotations th"_/; 
this deoi sion of tht P:d.r.ie Minister's con under present oircumstan~e ►J 
be reversed. 

JiMOH 6, 1941. 

Yours 3:i.ncer.el y, 
Mc: .. n~ 

In rep~ying, Ir iT .i :t.oann ,1rote t~ L•.:rd ?,foyne; 



Dear Lnrd Moyne, 
I have to thank you for your let,ter of Mat-ch 4o The 

deci3ion to postpone the formation of the Jewish Division 
for four to six □onths is, as you rigl:ltly expeeteds deeply 
dj ~appoint:1.ng to us , the r.1ore so because the dj_fficul ty of 
equ.J.pment has been present in our minds fron the beginning 
and - as I said 1:0 Mr~ Edt-in a. few L1on·'.;hs ago - we would 
naturally hnve aua.:i. ·~ed our turn., 

Indeed, the decision :T.s a sore blowo For a whole 
year the Jewish .Agency ruwe TTai ted for ·their offer of co­
operation to be accepted nnd now for six months we have 
been uorking on the schemer and the course of t11e negotia­
tions had led us all to believe that the matter was p~nctic­
n.lly settledo 

Ycrurs sincerely r 
Cho.j.m Weizmann 

MARCH 15. 1941. Dr. \7e:i.znann left for Ju:ierica. 

APRIL 14, 19410 Mr. Nanier (acting for the Jeuish .Agency) submitted the follow•• 
ing Mer.1orandun to Lord Moyne: 

JEWifiH SELF-DEFENOE IN PALESTINE 

1. Fron two sides war once more approaches Palestine; while the 
Iraq coup, with the ex.,,Mufti of Jerusalen behind it, poinh to a 
likely renewal of Arab troubles 0 

2. A Nazi invasion of Palestine would spell death for every Jew -
□an, wo□an, and child. 

3. Palestine Jewry claims the right to self~defence,. Heavy would 
be the responsibility were they to perish after having been refused 
the means of defending the□selves0 

4o In September 1939 so□e 136~000 Palestine Jews - 90 1000 men and 
46.000 wo□en - regiptered for national service; 8 1000 are now serv­
ing with the Br.itish forces in the Middle East, and au.ch greater 
nur.1bero could be obtained. 

5. No rash neasures, such as night hasten an Arab outbreak or serve 
Axis propaganda., ore suggested; still 0 we ask that the problem of 
Jewish self-defence in Palestine should be envisaged immediately. 

6. luring the Arab troubles a Jewish 11 supernunerary police 11 was 
raised and received □ilitary training. Similar ways night now be 
found for forming Jewish units for self-defence and □ilitary service. 

7. The details would have to be discussed between the British author­
ities in Palestine and Cairo and the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem. :Bu:!; 
the order to do so oust cone fro□ London. 

' MAY 6, 1941. Lord Moyne inforoed Mro Na.nier that a sche□e for Jewish self-
defence in Palestine had been submitted to him through the High Co□•· 
□issioner, and ap:9roved by hlr:10 The rule of equal numbers in enlist-• 
ing Jews and A~abs for infantry fornationa was to be dropped; the 
Jei7ish SupernUI:J.e:t"a.1'y Pol:'1.ce in the settlements were to be mobilised, 
increased, and given intensive training; the settleoents were to be 
developed into strong points in the defensive scheme for the country; 
and the Jewish Ur ban Militia. was al so t0 be increasedc 

JUNE 1941.. On Februai:-y 10, 194lf the number of Palestinian Jewish volun-
teers in the British .Arcry had reached 7,390. Detailed figures ware 
as follows~ 

R,,A,F*, 
A, M,I\C. 
Tile :Buffs 
RoA. r 
R, A. S .. C,_ 
S~evedo~e Conpany, RoEo 
Rv:m., 
R,;Ao0~0. 
R~ 0. S. 
R.,A , M C. 

1:540 
2:,8?0 

910 
190 
840 
290 
480 
110 
ll~ 

·-·-- - 5J, 



By June 15th the nuobers had risen to about 9,000 9 includ­
ing 70 offlnors. Sone of these troops have taken part in all 
the Middle En.ste~n co.r:zpaigns, and over 1,000 wore 1of·'.; as prison­
ers of ~ar in Greece. 

JULY, 1941. After Dr. \'leizr.1ann 1s return frot1 the U.S.A .. the question of 
the Jeuish Fighting Force was ·~nken up onoe uore. 

AUGUST 1 1 194!,. Lord Mayne told Dr. Weizr. ann that he saw no political objections 
to the fon:1ation of such a Foroe insofar as the Colonial (Jffiue was coo-.. 
cerned. 

AUGUST 19, 1941. Dr. weiznmn v,rote to Lord Moyne: 

Mr.No.rJier and I saw Brigadier Lee at the ~ar Office on 
the 12th. He suggested that this tioe the political probleos nrising 
out of the Jewi~1 Division should be settl~d before the War Office is 
asked to deal wi·th the technical ,;rork of raising and t.·nining the 
Division. This seeos to be a reasonable suggestion likely to facili­
tate the work. 

Perhaps the best approacl1 to the political probleo 
will be by way of the public announcer~ent to be L1ade about the Division. 

AUGUST 28 1 1941 1 Lord Moyne replied: 

I proclsed to wt~te to you nbain on the question of the 
Je'7ish contingent, about ,;rhioh you v:rote to oe on the 19th August; but 
I fear that you will find t!'.W letter I have to send you sonewhat dis­
appointing. 

The position regarding equipoent is little easier than 
it ~as sooe oonths ago. ~e entry of Russia into the war hn.s, of course, 
introduced a new and inportant factor~•·• 

I have consulted the PrirJe Ainister; and, in all the cir­
cunstances, I an afraid that we can only continue to leave the matter 
of the Jewish contingent in cold storage for the present. The situation 
nay change, however, and in any case we propose that the question should 
again be considered in three oonths t tioe. 

SEPTEMBER lC, 1941, 
Minister: 

Dr. ~eizr.mnn addressed the following letter to the Prioe 

Dear }t-~,~ Prine ?ilini ster: 
I wish to thank you for the very kind message which you 

sent oe through Mr. 1brtin. I deeply appreciate it. Still 
our position has becooe so serious (na3, critical), that I feel 
I oust lay the facts before you by letter if I cannot do so 
personally. 

Two years have passed since, on the outbreak of the war, 
I offered to His Majesty's Governoent, on behalf of the Jewish 
.Agency for Pnlest:in e and the Jewish people, the fullest active 
support of Jews in Palestine and throughout the world. A whole 
year ha.s elapsed since you gave your personal approval to our 
offer to recru.i t 11 the greatest possible nuober of Je1w1s in Pales­
tine for the fighting services 11 and to for□ "Jewish r.1ilitary 
1Uli ts abroad for service in the dd'1].e Enpt or elseuhere." 
But during these two years our readiness tv serve haB earned 
us only rebuffs o.nd hUI:1iliations~ Even in Palestine, where 
the need for our services was aclmouled.ged 9 our r.1ost zeo.lous 
endeavours have not received a single word of public aakno~­
ledgr.ient. Ten thousand Palestinian Jews have fought in 
Libya, Abyssinia, Greeoe, O~ete and Syria. But our people 
are never oentioned; our nar.ie is shunned; all contact or co­
operation uith us is kept dark as if it were 00L1proci~ing. 

In Ma:cch last,. before I left for the United States, 
I was given, in a lette~ fror.1 the Colonial Secretary, the 
assuranoe that tl1e formtion of the Jewish fighting foroe 
was reluctan~ly postponed - but nerely postponed, at the 
utnost for six ~onths. I know uith what entl1U.siaat1 the 
announoeraent that it is to be forned at last would be re-
ceived by our people in Palestine nnd throughout the world. 
But this is not to be, even now. Even in Palestine. our 
people for whoo the defenoe of their country and of the 
British posi~i~n in the Middle East L~ be literally a 
ootter of life aud death• a.re peroitted to serve only under 
hur:liliatin 



Tortured by HitlP.3.' as no nation has ever been in 
modern tloes~ and advertised by hir.1 as his fo:r:-eoo:,r~ ene1:1y, 
v,e are refused 11y those ,1ho fight hin the ohance of l:lee:ir,g 
our naoe and our flag appear o.r.1ong those arrayed against hio. 

I know that this exclusirm :i.s not in your mm inten­
tions or sp:lr·i-l;o g ie the work of peo-pJ.e \1hu we:!"e re­
sponsible for the Munich policy in ]brope, and. fer the White 
Paper in Pnles·~~.ne. We were sn.r:r:\fic8d. in order· to win over 
the Mufti of Jerusnleo and his fd.end.s TTho we:::-e serving HiUer 
in the Middle Fil.5'~; whereas the only thlng which can se01.U'e 
the Aro.bs is E:-d tish strength in 't.ihe Middle Eas'i;,as has been 
Clearly shown in I:i:<oko 

But o.re the Jews so utterly uniraportant as the treat­
ment oeted out to theo suggests? I have spent four oontl1s in 
Aoericn, travelling up and dmm the countryt a.nd closely 
/Watching the .Anerican scene 0 Forces over there are finely 
balanced; the position is uncertain. There is only one big 
ethnic group which is willing to standt to a man, for Great 
:Brit-ain, and a policy of 11all,--out-aid11 for he:r: the five 
million .Aoerican Jews. Froo Secretary Morgenthn.u, Governor 
Lehoan, Justice Frankfurter, dovm to the si□ples:~ Jevd.sh 
work□an or trader, they are conscious of all that this 
struggle against Hitl0r iDpliesQ 

It has been repeatedly acY..nowledged by British 
states□en that it was the Jeus who, in the last war, effect­
ively helped to tip the scales in .Anerica in favour of Gr.eat 
Britain. IJhey are keen to do it - and □DY do it - again. 
But you are dealing with hur:Jan beings: with flesh and blood, 
and the □o st ele□entury feeling of self .. respect sets linj. ts 
to service, however willing, if the response is nothing b~t 
rebuffs and hunili<1..tiom. .American Jewry waits for a rmrd -
n call froo His Majesty;s Governmente The for□ntion of a 
Jewish Fighting Force will be that signal. Equ.tpment cannot 
be the deterLu.ning factori there will always be some alter­
native use for wlk~tever equip□ent is available; and fresh 
recruits are all the tine being called up in the British 
Oo□□omvenl ·th by their hundreds of thousands, while we are 
told to m:ii t for one single Division because of lack of 
equipment. If the spiri·~ of .Aoerican Jevrry is roused, the 
influence which this uill exercise on J\TJericats rather 
sluggish production will return to you that equipr;:1ent with 
□anifold gains, 

Let oe feel, Iv'il'. Prir.1e Minister, that our friendship 
is not spurned on the British side, nor our nar.1e obliterated 
a.ta tioe when Hitler is endeavouring to obliterate our very 
existencee 

Yours very sincerely, 
Ch. i1eizP-iann. 

OCTOBER 16, 1941. Dr. Weiznann received the following letter froc Lord 
Moyna: 

Dear Dr 0 Weiz□ann, 

I very ouch regret the delay in sending a definite reply 
to the request v1hich you r.1ade during our d:i. scussion here on 
the 1st of Septeober about the proposal for the forr.1ation of 
Jewish contingents for the :British N'f:JY. \Th.en I reported our 
conversaticn and your desire that there should be a definite 
der.:;i.sion and that you should not be left in fur'l:;her suspenee, 
the Prioe Minister referred the ,1hole oatter for further con­
sideration to the Ministers concerned~ The results of their 
exonination of the probleo have now been considered by the 
Cabinet, to whor.1 cop:'i.es of your letter to Mr. Ohthill of 
the 10th of Septenber had already been conmnicated by the 
Prioe Minister!s direction~ Vie~ed froo the standpoint of 
□ilitary requ:i.rer.1en·ts and the supply si'Guation~ it at once 
becane apparen·h that the present :hipping and supply sit­
uation has grown r:ru.ch oore c.ooplicated in consequenee of 
the undertakings of as~ist[l,nce on a vast scale tha·t have 
recently been given to the Sov:i.et Government, and that ft, 
would indeed en1;irely preclude t!1e idea of t..~anspOi.~ting to 
this c.ountry rec-rui t.s in cons:i.d.e.~a,'ble nimberG for. a j·e\r :.;m 
force fror:1 the United G·~ates A.n<i f:r.oo l?ale s t :b~e 1i 

I uo ver.y !:_'. , :.:Ty tha t V1.~,,; a.0: i.~~ Jll. r:r,:;.r, t, "h e 7"t•,- -'-'1·.,: ··-:,·1; .. 



. .. 

disappoint·tng to you and would nu~h lj.ke to see you 
sor.1e dey enrly next week tc discuvs various othex· 
:po~sibilitie13. 

Yours sincerely, 
Moyne_ 

OCTOBER 17, 1941. rr. i'lei zmnn rec-eived frcr:i t-he Prfr:ie Minister I s secretory 
a forr.1al acknonled.@:lent of t~1e letter of Cop ~~er.1b0r 10. 

OCTOBER 23 1 1941. DrQ t1eiznnnn called on Lord 1/i 'yne to d.isc.uss the "various 
other possibilities" hinted at in Lord l\'ioynei s let'·-er of October 15. 
He found that this expression was only nednt to cover n request for 
scientists, technio:tans, etc. Dr, tleizr.1n1m L'eplj.ed that this wo.s no 
substitute for what the Jews desired and for \"That the Goverru:1ent ho.d 
pronised then. Lord Moyne argued that in war•~tir.Le 1.1odifiao.t:l.ons of 
policy hnd sor:ietir.1es to be nade. 

Dr 0 WeiZL18.Iln then raised the que3t.ion of the Jews serving 
with the British Forces in the Middle Ec'lf>·t ru1d asked t~-i.a.t they should 
at least be given a Jewish nane and badge, and a unified organisa­
tion. Even this was refused by Lord 1oyne. 

OCTOBER 28. 1941. 

OCTOBER 29, 1941, 

Dr. i1eizr..1ann v1rote the following letter to Lord Mayne: 

Deo.r Lord Moyne, 
Last :fl1ursday, October 23rd, you inforoed us 

of the final deciEion of His Majesty~ s Governnent 
cancelling their pronise regarding a Jewish Fight­
ing Fcroe. 

Ab;:;olutely convinced that th:ts proz:1ise, eo­
phatically re-stated in your letter of March 4th, 
\7ould be carried ant, the Jewish Agency hns kept 
silence when bitterly oritioised for its apparent 
npathy in a natter whicl has been eagerly pressed 
by the Jewish people in all free countries. I now 
find r.iyself conpelled to give a public explanation 
of our otherwise inexplicable inac.ti.on0 

Yours very sincerely, 
Oh., Weizmann. 

Dr~ Weizoann reoeived the following reply: 

Dear Dr. iieiznann, 
Thank you for your letter of the 28th 

October. I am obliged to you for letting 
ne knoq of your intentions. 

Yours sincerely, 
Moyna. 
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• ~ ~uly 2,1942 
.li&ehi~on, D.Co 

MID.1:>RANDUM ON DEFENSE OF PALESTINE .AND THE JEWi 

The Nazis are nearing the gates of Palestine. The invasion of that 
country by Hitler, even temporarily. may result in the completo annihilation 
of the Jewish community there.~~ men, women and children - and the total 
destruction of their work by t:io Nazis with thu help of tho l.~ufti. To tho 
Jewish people throughout tho w0~cld, thj_s will :-i1can more than tho massacre of 
soma 600,000 Jews; it will be tho ruin of thoi:i.· Third Temple; tho destruction 
of their Holy of Holies. 

Repeated efforts n.nd offers mo.do since tho beginning of tho war by 
Jews of Palestine to mobilize all their resources alongside Groat Britain, 
wore, with few exceptions~ frustrated. With tho Italian attack on Egypt in 
the summer of 1940, the British army required as mn.ny men as it could got. 
The Arab allies of Groat Britain in tho Middle East, F.€'.rot and Irnq, chose to 
remain neutral. Only Jeuish Palestine was cager to provide tho necessary 
manpower. But tho Palestine Administrntion, pursuing a policy of appoasomont 
toward tho M.ifti and his friends, sau tc it that tho services of tho Jaus 
should bo limited, and confined to non-combatant units. \7hcn tho threat of 
invasion to Palestine co.mo nearer and tho Jcus there insisted on their right 
to defend their country, the government could hardly resist this claim, and 
it uas decided to form Jouish fighting units. But the n.ppen.sors qualified 
this decision by introducing tho principle of 1'parity, 11 uhich mon.nt thn.t only 
n.s maey Jouish fighting units could bo formed, as there my bo Arab units. 
As tho Palestine Arabs shoued no greater ongornoss to fight on tho sido of tho 
United Nations thn..'l tho Egyptians ru1d tho Irnqin.ns, tho decision to have 
J m1ish fighting uni ts co!1di tionod by pnri ty could not o.munt to very much. 

Austrulinn soldiers in Palestine uondcrod uhy they had to be shipped 
from the other end of the uorld, uhon, on tho spot, there TTorc young Jous 
ready to fight. Tho official ronson for tho rcfusnl to nobilizo tho Jous of 
Pnlostine uas lnck of cquipoent. But tho Jous novor requested proforontin.l 
treatment. All they asked TTas tho sumo mcnsurc of oqujpnont supplied to 
British troops throughout tho TTorld. Another ronson soraotincs givon uns that 
tho oobilizntion of Jens oight upset tho Arabs. m10.t Arabs7 Pro-No.zi Aro.be 
(either because they hate. tho British, or believe in Hitler's victory, or 
synpn.thizc ui th fnscist ideals) cannot be bought off by sacrificing tho Jous, 
Those Arabs uho unnt the deoocrncios to ,1in oust \7Clco□o o.n additional forco 
fighting uith the United Nntions. Jenish units, uhich fought in Egy'pt o.nd 
Libya, nnd those stationed in Palestine, upsot nobody. 

Jous of P~lestinc cluio tho olcoontnry right, denied to no people in 
tho 11orld, to defend thonsolvos nnd their country nnd fight tho nortnl onony 
of their people nnd of huDl'.ni ty. 

The nunbor of Jaus (non) aged froo 20 - 35 is a.bout 80,000 there nro 
nnothor 45,000 in tho ngo groups botuoon 18 and 20 ond 35 to 45. About 
13,000 nro nlroad;r enlisted in special Jc~ish units in vnrious nilita.rJ ser­
vices: infnntrJ, artillery, ~ir force, nnvy, tcchnicnl. An addition& 7,000 
aro serving in tho police, TThich is novr nilitn.rizod. Sono 30,000 nrc engaged 
in ";Torks ossontinl for tho unr off ort. Tl1us, rotor deducting tho ph:,sica.lly 
unfit, there nro nv~ilnblo for further o~listoont in P~lostino nbout 60,000 
J ouish :.1on, oony of rrhoi;i hnvo seen nili tary service in different countries 
nnd do not require long trnining. If properly orgnnizcd, tho present JcTTish 
units, ...-n.11 constitute a single division, In addition, nt loasi thruo ooro 
Jo~ish divisions can innediotoly bo rniscd, 

r 



.. .. 
Mor:.orD.ndum on Defense of 
PoJ.estine and Jetrs Ju+Y 2, 1942 

Tho •:m.r potentiQl of Jemsh Pale~tine nay seem very little in the 
scale of this global war. But on the Palestine front it oay play a not in­
considerable, and, under certain conditions, perhaps, a docisivo role. A 
division or two may tip tho scales in a cruc:i.al battle. . Evon if it doos not 
assuro victory, it may effect dolay. And a delay of tho invasion of Palcstino 
nay moan tho differonco botwoon survival and dcstrnction. 

It oay bo that m.th all tho Jous of Palestine fighting to tho last, 
invasion and dostruction cannot be avoidod. But cvon then it ui+l boa matter 
of supreno ioportanco whether Jews of Palestine perish as soldiers and mon 
fighting their onomios or arc slaughtered like dofensoloss sheep. Should our 
people in Palestine bo nassacrod, having boon doniod tho right of soli'~dofonse 
by tho Mandatory powor, it uill not only boa most tr~ic disaster for Jews. 
It nill den.la fatal blow to tho prostige of tho British govorm:iont and bring 
gravo moral d.anago to tho cause of the United Nations •. Public opinion through.. 
out the civilized world m.11 be aroused against this wanton sacrifice of a 
people noodlessly doprivcd of tho no~s of solf-dofonso. 

Thero is no tine to bo lost. Only the friendly intervention of tho 
Prosidcnt of tho United States uith his British o.lly cnn avert the catastrophe 
threatening Pnlostino. A word fron tho President should mko possible tho 
innedi~to and full oobilization of all Jcuish oonpowor in Palestine, \1ithout 
proforoncc and without discrinination, on a basis of equality with all othor 
people. 

David Bcn,...Gurion, Chairnan 
Exocutivo of the Jomsh Agency for Palostino 
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Copy of letter sent by M. Shertok·-to·· thG- A.rmy .. ..a'l,),thorities in Palestine 
regarding Palestinian Jews at present enlisted in tqe arme,d ,t:grce:,-. • 

The A.A. & Q,.14. G., 
H.Q. PALESTINE 

19th May, 1942 

Reference your letter No. CR/P.AL/18109/5/A dated the 8th May,194?. 

2. The number of Jews in Palestine aged 20 t9 35 is Gstimated at 80,000. It may 
be e,ssumed that of this a.go group about 8,000 ha,,e already enlisted v.nd 4,000 more 
aro serving in tho rogul.".'.r nnd t~u::il1 n.ry p~:ico(I .An regards tho romo.ining 68,900 nn 
o.llowo.nco of 15% should bo mndc f er those physicnlly unf i~. Tho bnlnnco in tbnt nee 
group available for enlistment or for limited mil5.tnry training is thus 58,000. 

3. The number of Jews in the ~bove age group ~ho are eng~ged in uorks essential 
for the war effort ruid who should not, therof9re, be called upon for military service 
is oatimnted nt 30,000 (Group A). Tho bnln.nco nvnilo.blc for further onlistmcnt in 
tho nbovc age groups is thun 28~000 (Group B). Thi~ figure docs not oxhnust tho 
potcntinl reservoir for enlistment runong the Jow3 of Pnlootino, ns this rosorvoir 
ipcludos also men from 18 to 20 nnd. from 35 upunrds. 

4. Tho extent to which men TTill actually be forthcoming for enlistment depends ~on 
a number of factors, such as political developmenta, the immediate threat to Pales­
tine o.nd the Middle East, official good~ill tovmrds the existing Jewish uni ts, the 
chances given to these unit~ to achieve maximum militD.ry officiency, the care for 
tho soldiers fD.lllilies o..nd dependents, the roadin0ss of employers ~.nd of lnbour orgnn­
izntions to carry through such readjustments ns mny bo nocossnn- in order to rolonso 
mon for military service~ tho cooporntion of ~ivil :md militnry nuthoritics by not 
employing men of militnry ago primo.rily on unskilled jobs, etc. It should boom­
pho.sizod that tho recruiting propaganda of tho Jouish Agency aims at prevailing upon 
a maximum number of men to en~ist inspi to of o..11 materiel and psychologico.l obsto.clcs :• 
but tho noasuro of success of that propo.gando. no.turnlly doponds on tho oxtont to uhich 
tho obstacles uill bo removed. 

5. Nearly nll the men in Group A.o.nd a~l of Group B so long a~ th9y do not o~list 
nro a.vo.ilnblo for litlitod military trnining uithin tho torms of tho proposnls subnit­
tcd by tho Jcuish Ag9ncy to tho C. in C. Middle ED.st ru1d tho G.O.C. Po..lostino. As in 
tho cnsc of cnlistDent, non under 20 nnd over 35 oust nlso bo considered ns candidnto~ 
for li~itod training. ffo suggest that plans of such training should, for tho ti.no 
b9ing, be based upon a total of 40,000 oon. • 

6. Tho nunbor of Jaus (non only) already enlisted in tho various services of H.M. 
Forces (incl~ding casualties, prisoners of war and non discharged as unfit) uoro,at 
the ond of April 1942, according to tho do..tn of tho Jouish Agonoy, ns follous: 

Pioneers 31 031 
Buffs 2,067 
Artillery 448 
Technical Services: 
~-A~S.C.~R.E.,R.A.o.c~,R.C.S., . 
R.A.M.C.J 4,407 

R.A.F. 11 600 
Royal Nnvy 1,070 
Medical Officers 100 12,723 

To this total tho follo~ing ho.vo to bo nddod1 

Mon onga.god on spocia.l dutios undor 
certain oilitD.cy ~uthoritios ovor 500 

Recruits froo Pnlcstino into tho 
Polish ,'.\lld Czoch Aroios about 1,000 

Polico and nuxilinrios 6,800 8,300 

Grond tott'.l •••............. . 20,023 

M. Shortok 
EXECUTIVE OF THE JEWISH ARMY 



The Right Hon. The Lord Or.oft, P.O., 
War Office 
Whitehall, S.W. 1 

Dear Lord Crofts 

C O N F I D E N T I A L 

.. 
July 15, 1942. 

In your letter of July 4th you informed us that all possible assistance was 
being given in the matter of training and equipment to the Special Constabularj, 
and you expressed the hope that "as many Jews as possible will join this body'1 .. 

You further addedt "I trust that Palestinian Jews ha·.re already filled all 
vacancies in the establishments of the existing military forces". 

We communicated this to our colleagues in Jerusalem. Here is their cabled 
comment, 

No real training given SJ:ecials, no increased iquipment, no new sµecials 
sworn in in towns which is main point, except Haifa where small beginnings 
made on initiative of local police without this being passed by any general 
scheme. Hope that as many Jews as possible will join is entirely unwar­
ranted as no framewrk created therefor. Regarding Palestinian Jews 
filling vacancies in established existing forces ·:;h.ts can only apply to 
vacancies in Jewish units owing to transfer, discharges, casualties. Such 
vacancies gradually filled by new eecruits but their total is insignificant , 
Otherwise army demand for recruits unlimited and there is no fixed volume 
which has to be filled as suggested in Lord Croft's letter. Present posi­
tion is that reception arrangements at recruiting depots are inadequate 
cope with now of recruits. Balance awaiting attestation is growing daily. 
Resulting lag is detrimental to the recruiting campaign. 

2. The Secretary for War, in answering a Question in the House of Commons on 
July 1, stated that 23,000 Jews were serving in various police formations 
which perform functions analagous to those of the Home Guard in this country. 
We submit that this statement, though its bare figures are correct, hardly 
gives an accurate picture of the present position. Almost 17,000 Jews are 
enrolled in the Settlement Police, but only a fraction - about one-sixth- are 
properly armed and trained. The rest have no uniforms, are denied military 
status by the notice of June 4 which conferred such status on other police 
formations, have had very little training, and hardly any arms. If anything, 
even worse is the condition of some 2,500 urban special constables. In short, 
the~e men are enrolled but are not serving; they do not receive any of the 
training which the Home Ouard receives in this country; and in an emergency 
most of them, through no fault of their own, would be well-nigh ~seless. 
We submit that even if there is a shortage of rifies or of guns, t,hese men 
should receive intensive training, end be armed with hand grenades, mortars, 
and other ·e.rms, many of which could be manufactured locally. 

3. As indicated in the cable from JeJ;"'Ueale~, the question of urban Home 
Oua.rds is now the main point. The numbers of the rural Home Guards are 
several times larger than in the towns, although the urban Jewish population 
is much greater. In times of mere internal unrest rural settlements naturall? 
require better self-defense than towns like Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa. 
But in the caee or Axis invasion both are equally exposed. Therefore we urge 
immediate development or the urban Home Quards. 



4~ The Palestine Volunteer Force haa been mentioned by Ministers ns an :J!lportant 
elomont :t.n the Home Guard scheme. We believe its numbers to be negligible - about 
240 in Jerusalem and 100 in Haifa. Although it is described as being opnn to 
B-?lti~ .. 2h Jews and Arabs, it seams to be mostly made up of Civil Servants and 
3rit~· &h 1·esidcnts. 

5. It has been repeatedly stated that almost tho whole of Jowish manpower is 
alr -ady e~olled either in the Services, or essential ,,rork. Our inforoation is 
thD.t s:>ri o 20,000 recruits are still available for the P.r .. 1y if they are given a 
propo1· chance. 

Dear Sirl 

Your q s ·tn~ -r,'l·~, .. - . . . ~ ---, ' 
B. Locker ~ 

WAR OFFICE 
WHITZHALL, s.w.1 

July 21st, 1942. 

I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 15th of July 1942, in which you 
send me the colilI!lents of your colleagues in Jerusnlem on m? letter of luly 8th. 

I would like to assure you that the problem of maldng the most effective 
use of tho onthusiaso of tho Jews in Palestine to take up u:::'ns in defense of 
their homes is receiving the detailed attention of !()rd Cranborne here, the 
Minister of State in Cairo, the High Commissioner in Palestine, and ~he Commander­
in-Chief, Middle Ea.st. New m0asures to this end, designGd to meet exactly those 
difficulties in the existing system to which attention is drawn in your letter, 
are under considerntion. If these proposals are found to be a practical proposi­
tion th0y will go far to solve this probleti, and while I am naturally not in a 
position to give you details, I can assure you that their consideration is being 
treated as n matter of utmost urgency. 

In the matter of allocation of arms and the provision of full facd!:l.lities for 
training, I am sure you will agree that the security of the Jewish communities 
in Palestine depends first o.nd foremost on the Field Armies fighting today in the 
Western Deaert, and that it would, therefore, be unwise to divert the FLrms required 
for those forces for another purpose, however, ad.I!lirable, while the battle in the 
desert is still decided. Likewise the provision of proper training facilities 
involves the withdrawal of trained officers and Qen whose presence in the fighting 
zone has never been more necessary. The Commander-in-Chief, Middle East, must be 
left the discretion to allocate arms and trained manpower in accordance with the 
immediate needs of the military situation- any other oourso might tie his hands 
at the vi-ql. moment and disastrously affect the outcome of the battle now being 
· fought. You can thus see that the problem is not an easy one, but I cnn assure 
you that a solution is being sought most earnestly at this moment. 

As regnrds facilities for the enlistment of Palestinian Jews in the Forces, 
I am not entirely clear ebout the meaning of the second and third sentences of 
the cable from your colleagues in Jerusalem. There are, in fact, mony Palestinian 
infantry companies (Buffs) which are not up to strength, and others forming which 
cnn and do provide an outlet for recruiting, apart from the unlimited demand for 
recruits in the many other arr.is of the service open to the PalestinianJews. 

Yours truly, 

B. Locker, Esq. Signed ... CROFT. 



COPY OF A LETTER FROiv. EAJOR VICTOR A. CAZALET 
TO TLE EDITOR• LOiIDOi.lJ Ti i•,ili!S 

TEE WAR EFFORT IN PALESTINE 

AUGUST 1, 1942 

Sir,- You were kind enough to l)Ublish a few rreeks ago a. letter from me on the 
Jewish war effort in Palestine. Since then various answers have been given by the 
Govern..ment. In brief, the Government claims that:- (a) There are still vacancies 
in the army and Jews are invited to fill them. (b) There are 23,000 Jews serving 
in Home Guard formations, and it is hOj)ed that as many more as possible will join. 
(c) No more Jews can be s·:mred from industry and agriculture. (d) There is no 
eou.ipment • 

That are the facts? (a) Jews who want to fight are sent mainly to non-combat­
ant units, nnd even in the infantry thoy are not given the organization, equip­
ment, or training for fighting• but are employed on merely static du.ties. None 
the less they are coming forward in larg8r numbers than the recruiting offices 
can cope with. The tale, t herefore, about vacancies becomes meaningless. (b) Of 
the 23,000 in the Home Guard formations, only a fraction have been given arms 
and training. Some 16,000 a.re for all practical :purposes unarmed. Is it fair for 
Government spokesmen to pad their statisti~s with them? (c) The Jewish Agency 
contend that, given rropcr encouragement, they could raise the number of 
Palestinian Jews serving with the British Army by another 20,000 and in the Home 
Guard to at least 50,000. (d) As regards equipment. The Jews have asked for arms 
for ne~.rly three yenrs. The Battle of Libya ho.s been v;nged for over 18 months. 
If the British authorities wanted to )rovide the rms have there been no oppor­
tunities for doing so? Horeover, some of the Home Gunrd equipment C['n be manu­
factured on the spot. 

The war approaches Palestine for the third time. The exceptional danger 
which the Nazi-Mufti coalition s:pells for F~tlestine Jews has been brought before 
now to the attention of his 11ajestyts Government, Their responsibility is very 
groat. ;-ire nre Jut off ,,,i th complacent rnd misleading ems :vers which wea,ve ~ 

curious pattern - "It hc;s been done," "It is being done," - 11 It cannot be done" -
but the result is always the sE'.me. 

I tu~, sir, yours faithfully, 

House of Commons. 
V.A. CAZ.A.LET 




