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PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (KEREN HAYESOD) 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN lCAYEMETH) 
For the Defense and Upbuilding of the Jewish National Home in Palestine 

41 EAST 42ND STREET NEW YORK CITY 

June 18, 1941 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
'!he feapl• 
Cleveland. Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

!hie will aok:nowled.ge receipt of the telegraa acldreaaed to 
you by Mr. Willard G. Stanton. Chairman of the American Jlriend• of 
a Jewiah Paleatine. 

(1) When Colonel Wedgwood came to the United State• 
Dr. Wiee told me that the United Palestine Appeal would have emlua
ive control over hia enp.gementa. It baa had nothinc of the kind, 
for Colonel Weclpood has accepted engagement• wherever he found them 
and fro• whomever aalced hill. We have had to exercise the moat care
ful control ao that there would be a• little a• poasible of over
lapping and friction. 

(2) When aeveral Revieioni•t• called hill to accept a certain 
date, he 414, aince it bad not been aa.de clear to hill that they were 
Reviaioni•t• 'bllt 1 frienda of Pale1tine.• Be thought that ■u■ t be 
the United Paleatine Appeal - at least according to hi• explanation. 
Subaequentl7, Colonel Weclp,ood very clearly atated to the Aaerican 
Jriend1 that he could not and would not participate in their function. 

(3) 'l'h• .Aaerican hiend1 of a Jewieh Palestine in t7Pical 
atyle 1ent out notice• to the newapapere that Colonel Wedgwood would 
definitely appear on June 25th. Be cannot poaaibl7 be there becauee 
arrangement■ haTe been made tor hill to address the United Jewiah 
J\uld of Pi ttaburgh the same eTening. I think all wtll ,.gree that 
hi• appearance in Pittsburgh 1• 1111eh more important. 

(4) !he ...,rgency Committee ha■ begged ot Colonel Wedgwood 
that he ahould not addreea the June 25th demonetration ot the 
'aerican Jlrienda even b7 telephone from Pittebllrch. 

I aa eorry that we atarted with Colonel Wedpood •o that 
we were put in the position of refuaing the .Aaerican hiend• hie 
participation in their function. 

BM:D 

With kindest pereonal regards, I am 

Oordial.17 youra, 

Remy Montor 
hecutive Director 

' . 
\ 
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LOUIS LIPSKY 

386 Fourth Avenue 

New York, N. Y. 

s h. i91.l 

I h· ve su ge t .... ,l rm v rlous occ.:.t, n tr· 
omc of us pet to~ct~er n h vance o Z.O.A. C ,-

re t 1 011 t.1) ,..,.· ~cu~ 1hat S 1 0 1 ,· h dote; bu nooo IT ce ! 
to e ~ereutel . 

I th . -: it ~t • L J L e u - - 1· wha 
s , o t,\ - - mv ii re.)., · on of ,,Jlth.t v oul< ,auoen • f nothinf 

is done to interfere ~c ics of control c 
group in th Z. 0 . .A. on . Y.rom 1 

Ln "The e II of J 111 ldt • . it :i :-, c ..... .::ar 
tempt y force of urn1.Jero L ut 
in Keren II ~ o "' tee . Tl .,, e 
:....lre , • . the e,, • • h 
l • tion&.. 1.1 f o • ' r, , 
f. r i. , t O ·u1 ° ' t} U. P, J .. , 
, nd secon 

move-
J ,, of 

• 11 . e~ t emt:- - • .. 
front w.ith the ,., .O.A. l 
I am convince th't :r i 
l~n e it ·111 or, ize • 
Dr . '"'citz1,. . 

1 s· J i 1J . ::::t 
r nnit. 

p reseLJ tfu. u nr 
1 1.1 o vi tl ,t cl 

• ion to 

st.Ll + . .; n th ... t ...... 1c)t L t._ ov 1 I 
could n· me coul,, ... ·event l, e reelect of t. is f '1)t • 

T t l • nk he e m n ' ul h c~ll • cot.: ht=>r 1 o J me 

Lo 

l 1 t ' f vou &re o inte.1.. ,....,' 1 sh, 11 o no furLher ·n 
tl • ID" t r . Per on- lly, I an bored • ff b. the chicane1 .'f 
an med · ocr·-t,~r f tho e v1ho hol' tr, ·n t1 c ·r 
ha.ml· . I aw lon inrr '()r a ch nee o eL iu'u -the o_en 1o~a 
of t'1e Zlon·st ov ment . I t · 11 
1 a e on in l~li U. P . A. n i, he L... ' et. •0 n t to lo 
Z. 0 . 1 . s ·tuat ·on o ,: o e . T "m w·11·n t lelp . 

P. S. I a.m 
of i, 

elec 
, . t 
sug 

Ver, cor,~ i 11• vou 

~ ~~ 
• i e r ..P t , he t u ... . ion 
I n iced h~t yo ' could 

f ie n t vtnce o·ev r, 
con itment, tlis d · scussion I 

elo . 



J r . Louis Li .'y 
~s~ Four h A nnue 
e :ork, N. Y. 

/ e· r Li kyt 

~our kind lett r of T\ nl.: ' O 

7. I full .. r • ta d t !.. · .:. tu ~tion or 
' u c.:.·i o it in yo l e t :. r , ut 

: r t h~ e i n ~ • t ~ t - w 

o it . not p oj cc ~ into 
con r~ ~t iu tin . It 

I no L 
in~- e . ~ro 
to b re~ted . I 

la seems 
• ., k e• - O 

b for r1d . m o ort ni ty to 
·1 cu e mat er l l y . 

,:it h I re in 

• o t ord i 11 your , 

d 



LOUIS LIPSKY 
386 Fourth Avenue 

New York, N. Y. 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clevel nd, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver : 

August 27, 1941. 

In view of the fact that it is quite app rent 
that the same group will name either Kaufmann or , at 
the last moment, Solomon Gold.men, it becomes important 
to have a candidate in readiness . 

I have spoken to any number of people who are 
agreed that your acceptance would first make impossible 
the alternative proposal of Solomon Goldman, and , second
ly, deter them from offering Kaufmann . 

In the event you are still obdurate about the 
matter, there are many here ~ ho think that at the last 
moment we should be prepared to name Dr . Wise . Dr . Wise 
could be named in such a way as to provide for the same 
cabinet effect that we were s eaking of in Pittsburgh . 
I think he would not accept unless some such cabiret form 
of government were agreed to , in ihich the ZOA membership 
in the Emergency Committee ould appear . 

I would appreciate very much if you would let me 
know what you would suggest at this time. 

With Zion ' s greetings, I am 

Very cordially yours , 

• v~ -0 

LL/Rr 
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JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETH) 
For the Defense and Upbuilding of the Jewish National Home in Palestine 

41 EAST 42ND STREET NEW YORK CITY 

Sentember 2, 1941 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clevel['l,nd, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

I am wonderin~ 1••l1ether you are 1lannin6 to be at 
the Zionist Convention i n Cincinnati. 

From ti1e rumors hicl1 reach e vaguely , I m1derstand 
tb.8 t t1_e fm1d-ra.ising agencies may be among the p rincirn,:!.l 
to~ics of discussion at the Zioni~t Convention . It is usually 
considered :,ood stratec.;y to divert at tent ion from ones ot-m 
deficiencies by concentrat i ne attention upon 801e other organ
ization. Possibly some of the peogle in the Z. O. A. me,y a_ecide 
that it is much more convenient to di ·cuss t11e U .P . A. 

It seems to me t hat much more is a.t stake than de
fendinr; the U . .t· . A., vrhich needs none . Rather, it iB imoortf'nt 
that the p restig e of this ·orimary fund-raisin[; e,rm f or Palestine 
should not in any t•rfl,y be diminiPhed by the thoughtless or 
malicious :oublic speP dns of pea 1le occu JYiD.c; tLe )latform of 
the Z. O.A. Convention . There is no one, of course, ,rho i o 
closely identified t·li th the U .P .A. ~s yourself. Your very 
presence a t the Convention will undoubtedly act as e. a_eterrent 
against superficial and harmful remarks t i1P t ca.n only hurt the 
U.P .A. in its relationship t o the United Jm·ish Appeal and to 
the JevJish community of America as a whole . 

I trust you • ill f or -i ve my intrusion u· ;on ,-l1at is 
your personal preferences as to •rhether you ,,'Tish to q,ttend or 
not to att ena. a Zionist convention, but from the po int of view 
of the U.P.A. you know that . our presence ,ou.ld have extra
orc':.inarily great value . 

I do ho·oe that I snall have the e;reat pleasure of seeing 
:rou in Cincinn ti . Vi t n k i ndest p er on 1 rec;ri rd , I am 

m : EH 

Cordially yours , 

~ 
}Ienry 1-iontor 
Executive Di rector 
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r. e recei n . rl • lt 

e id l t 1 ar, a the JDC 
llion doll rs le t ' nit received 

t ee rter or million 
r. 

t 1 t l te vindic t1on 
o ur tion ct ot t • • Gin.zber ' re ort 
on t: e s d t t countrt• re nsib111 ty 
hould be 110 mar one mil ion ol r, h lrxiic tea. 
ou 11 rec 11 t • l adopted, rior to tl ntic 

convention, ·et tor l 41 or our and a qu rter mi lion 
doll r • ctuall recei , in 1940, ti ree d .alt 
mi .... llon dol re f t • UJ.A. Thi• e r they rec Y 4t only 
two and thrN u rt r a1 lion dollar. 



Dr. Stephen S • is• -2- Octob r 20, 1941 

e neutral members of t he lloc ti.on Co., ttee - Gre-..... -, Deinard 
and : arkell - ere e cellent. I as gr tly impressed i th r. Greenman, 
altho h t first, as ou kno, I as con.~ide abl worried about hie ttitude 
towards land urc. sing in Palestine. He came t o h in tine peas 
did e others. They did not permit th elves to be hoodwink by fictitious 
figures and anipulated r • eta. Th decision or the three neutral embers 
to allocate 00,000 to the UPA was unanimous. The JDC repre en ti ves 
ot course voted against it s t hey voted _.ainst the decision of the neutral 

ambers last 1ear. 

The results of the Allocation Cou ttee put us in a f r better 
bargaining osition at the forthcomi ne otiations th the JDC for the 
1942 campaign. 

ith all good ishes, I remain 

Ve stnc rel , yours, 

AHS alllt / ( 

P.S. I read the ZOA release on Brandeis ioh u sent me. I fully UD.ier
stand your ense of outrage and j ndig tion. The action of Goldman is 
to me ~ surprise tsoever. 
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41 EAST 42ND STREET NEW YORK CITY 

November 5, 1941 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Tenth and Ansel Roads 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

At the meeting of the Administrative Committee of the 
U.P.A. on October 28, 1941, the following resolution was 
moved, seconded and carried: 

HM:Jl3 

That the application of the Emergency Committee 
for Zionist Affairs for a loan of $25,000 on 
account of the 1942 campai n should be referred 
with approval to the Keren Hayesod and the Keren 
Kayemeth. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
Henry i ontor 
Executive Director 



ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

l 720- 16TH STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

OFFICE OP THE PBESIDENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November 18, 1941 . 

Mr . Edward A. Norman, the President 
of the American Palestine Fund, Inc . , spent 
some time with me on Armistice Day . He said 
that he and his associates are sincerely anxious 
to have a large number of good and true Zionists 
serve as part of the official family of the 
American Palestine Fund. He claims that he 
does not have the slightest desire to oppose 
the UPA or the ZOA, but, on the aontrary, is 
anxious to enlist the aid of so- called no~
Zionists who are willing to help the agenci es 
included in the P_merican Palestine Fund, but 
who are unwilling to help the UPA . 

He went so far as to say that he would 
be willing to give the majority of the places on 
the Board of Trustees and on the Boerd of Direc
t ors to reliable and representative Zionists . 
He also said that there would be no serious 
objection to changing the name of the American 
Palestine Fund if the Zionists insisted on a 
change . 

Under these circumstances, what do you 
think of the advisability of our participating 
in the work and management of the American P lestine 
Fund, Inc . ? 

With kind personal regards, I am 



lovember 24, 1941 

J ge Louis E. Levinthal, Preai ent 
Zionist Organization of America 
1720 - 18th f;t., N • • 

as 11ngton, n.c. 

y dea. Jud e Levi thala 

Answering your letter of ovember 18 with ref ranee to 
!r. Nor n's a.: _,roach on behalf of the oric P lust1ne lt"\a.nda 

I su eat th t e m rve very lowly 1n this o tter. Thie 
Fund has lon hi tory nd not a ve~ savory one. It 1 . .;_till 
uncert. in hat the motive were behind th fot'11lE'.tion of thi Fund. 
Some ot th encies ich are aid to be bers of thie Fund, 
like th Haifa Teclmicum and he He Un v r~i ty, ve organizations 1 

or their own !ll this country and re ra sin . funds on their own. 
It 1 uestionabl whether ti y hav n intention o glvin up 
t, eir om1 inde:u~ndent ... ourcea of incom • I am a raid that t ey are 
thinking ot this Pa.eatine Fund as a ::upplementa source or income. 

y comaunitiee ~ve continent tunde tor yes v th, 
orphan ges, home tor tho uged, tc. for lurope and Palestine, and 
ar already contributing to th • So e or these elfare tunde are 
1n direct contact th the Vaad Leumi in Palestine hich ie 
distributing these tunds tor th• and supplying them with information 
about t..~a institutions. The Vaad Leumi, you ill recall, did not 
approve ot th torm· tian ot thi er1can ?ale tine Fund. 

OWD guess is that thie was an effort on the part of the 
ao-c lled non-Zioni.:,ta to get !or t emeelvea f'inanc1al po ition 
in Palestine by getting control ot the fundtt or tho agencies outoide 
of the ~ ni ted lestine A. peal which are no collect.in& .fund• in 
.America. Thia would put them 1n a powerful position vie-a-via 
the Jewish ency. Tho real intent ie not o raiee more money for 
these agenoiee, but to control t tund-raiaing and the tund
diatribution. Thie ie, you know, a ell lmown all Street device -
the holding company. 

r. Norman's eagerne s to eet the coo~r tion or the 
Zionist at this time 18, I afraid, motivated not by hi en• 

. . 



Ju ge Levinthal Novemb r 24, 1.,41 

ot fairne s or hle love of the Zionists. He never consulted t e 
Zionieta w. en he irst set out, at the behest of his friend, to 
organise the American P lestine Pund. The Fund hae not btien a 
eucceea and he now wi hea the Zi niste to help him. He ie ot 
course offering all sorte of induce: nta now. But I r r these 
gift-bearing Oree•••• The qu at1on a to whether euoh a Fund 
ia t 11 neces~ or desirable should be re-opened a..'ld 
thoroughly canvaa ed. 

1th all good ishee, I Nm&in 

V y cordially yours, 
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UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
41 Ea.st 42nd. Street 
New York City 

From: Henry Monter 

CONFIDENTIAL 

December 8, 1941 

Subject: MINUTE OF A MEETING WITH W. G. HAYTER, OF THE BRITISH »IB.ASSY, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., FRIDAY, DEC]MBER 5, 1941, PM 

In pursuance of an invitation previously addressed to Lord Halifax by Dr. 
Silver to speak at the National U.P.A. Conference in ClevelandJ I met with 
Mr. W. G. Hayter at the British Embassy. In an acknowledgment of Dr. Silver's 
invitation, Lord Halifax had been non-committal rather than negative. Before 
going to Washington, I was informed that there was .• little likelihood that 
Lord Halifax would speak but that it might be helpful to convey our point of 
view to Mr. Hayter, who is in charge of Palestine affairs Rt the Embassy. 

Mr. Hayter said neither the Ambassador nor anyone at the Embassy could be 
expected to attend the U.P.A. Conference. In the first place, the message 
addressed to the 1941 U.P.A. Conference by Mr. Neville Butler, although it / 
had been considered innocuous, was exploited by the Axis powers among the 
Arabs. There was no wish to make the job of the Axia any easier in anti
British propaganda. In the second pla.ce, a number of resolutions had been 
adopted at the 1941 U.P.A. Conference critical of Britain. There was no 
objection to the adoption of such resolutions but the Ambassador could hardly 
be associated with a meeting at which such action was taken. 

I presented our point of view at length. There was a rising feeling among 
a large body of Jews in America against Britain. The destruction of millions X 
of Jews in Europe had created a hopeless feeling. The Jews placed reliance 
in England. But if Britain ignored the Jews and made them feel that they 
were outside the considerations for which the war was being fought, thore 
was little to choose from as between Germany and England. The Jews wanted 
to know that when the war had been won, Britain stood for full equality for 
them wherever they lived. It was recognized that millions of Jews were 
uprooted from European life and they would have to be resettled and rehabi
litated. True, no specific blueprints could be drawn for the future but how 
could Jews be other than embittered if Britain so religiously avoided any 
ref8rence to the Jewish position. The Jews had no more rights than the rest 
of mankind, but obviously they carried special burdens as Jews far beyond 
any other of Hitler's victims. Was it not in place, and desirable from 
England's point of view to say now and publicly that the Jews were one of 
the forces for whose liberation and restitution the struggle against Hitler 
was being conducted. 

Mr. Hayter said, "yes, we have done badly in recent months. It is quite 
true we have overlooked the Jews. It has been called to our attention that 
the Prime Minister never has mentioned the Jews when he speaks of the yoke 
on Hitler's victims. But tbnt is probably accidental. He looked over the 
map and could think only of specific countries seized by Hitler. The Jews, 
of course, were not on that map, a.ad they were overlooked." 
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Mr. Hayter referred to the message which Mr. Churchill had sent to a Jewish 
paper (London Jewish Chronicle). The Fmbassy had no copy and was sending 
for one. 

During our conversation, I pointed to the Jewish .f\.rmy situation which was 
creating a storm in American Jewry. All that the Jews had left was honor 
and that was being impugned. Didn't the British feel that they had to take 
some step to meet this problem? 

?Ir. Hayter said that thought had been given as to how the Ambassador might 
assure .American Jews that the interests and plight of Jews were recognized. 
There had been many written and telegraphic exchanges with London on the 
subject. It was not felt, however, that the U.P.A. Conference was the place 
at which such a declaration could be made. All the Ambassador could say at 
the Conference would be certain platitudes on Palestine which would not meet 
the situation I had described. 

The British, he said, were apprecintive of American Jewry's interest in 
Palestine. They were also appreciative of the fine cooperation they had 
received from the Jews of Palestine. They had to think of the whole problem. 

I reminded Mr. Hayter that in the Middle East, Britain had had to buy, bribe 
or capture support, except for the Jews in Palestine who were unreservedly 
loyal despite anything the British might do. 

Even if we have had to 11 buy, bribe or capture" the support of the Middle 
East, we certainly could not do without it, Mr. Hayter observed. 

As regards the Jewish Army, he said, there was not enough material to go 
around. The British were routing a large part of their supplies from America 
to Russia. 

I remarked that that did not account for the fact that there were Jews in 
the British forces in Palestine. They were equipped. They were fighting. 
All that was involved was calling them a Jewish Army and treating them 
accordingly. As it was, they were being treated differently than any o er 
segment of the whole British Army. They were sequestered into "companies" 
of 250, with no battalions or brigades or a division, even though there 
were enough men for the latter. And as for supplies, if the British would 
only assent to a Jewish Army, representations might be made whereby that 
army could be equipped with American lease-lend aid. The reasons given by 
Britain didn 1 t appear cogent. 

Again Mr. Hayter reiterated that they had not properly understood the need 
of em:inasizing the British recognition of the Jewish plight and an effort 
would be made to deal with that. It had been assumed that it would be 
understood but perhaps too much had been taken for granted. 

It was very remote that anyone would participate in the U.P.A. Conference 
from the Embassy, Mr. Hayter here said. 

I asked nether he might consider it possible for the Prime Minister to 
address to the Conference the same kind of message es he had sent to the 
London Jewish Chronicle. At least it had spoken of recognition of Jewish 
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suffering on the day of victory, although it had been couched in general 
language and said nothing about Palestine. 

Mr. Hayter did not believe that possible. They had to remember what had 
happened to the Butler message and they would take no risks. 

But surely the Axis powers didn't have to be supplied with pretexts for anti
]ritish propaganda. They were capable of forging documents if necessary, 
I said. 

But wh!r should we facilitate their t a sk, Mr. Hayter asked. 

Since they have all the material they want, the British silence will not 
halt them. On the other hand, it can only be interpreted as a rejection of 
the help being given by the Jews most generously. Su.rely they are entitled 
to a word of hope, especially when they don 1t ask that anything be said 
against anybody else. The British were masters at reconciliation. They 
could a t least express their sympathy with the Jews without in any way 
ali enating the Arubs. 

The conversation was along the above lines, with reiterations and repetitions. 
It was clear that Mr. Hayter had instructions to smile, to listen and to 
be adamant. 

HM:JB 
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UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
41 East 42nd Street 

RELEASE ON RECEIPT 

New York City 

A snmoL FOR WORLD JUSTICE 
A Tribute to the Jewish Coor.nmity Settlements in Palestine 

By 
General Sir Arthur Wauchope 

Former British Hig:i Con~issioner for Palestine 

For al~ost seven years Sir Arthur Wauchope, fa.nous soldier 
and adninistrator, represented Great Britain in Palestine 
and Trans-Jordan. He had intinate contact with every as
pect of the upbuilding progra.~ in Palestine. In a recent 
speech in London, now made available in the United States 
by the United Palestine Appeal, Sir Arthur paid high tri
bute to the cor.'.lnunal settle~ents which are the chief con
tribution of the Jewish pioneers to the reconstitution of 
the Jewish National Hone. The funds for these settlenents 
are provided by the Keren Hayesod and Keren K~ye~eth, the 
two agencies which constitute the United Palestine Appeal, 
Anerican Jewry's central instrument for the upbuilding of 
Palestine. 

The Editor 

LONDON: -- After having lived for nearly seven years in Palestine, I believe 

I have a nore intinate knowledge of these co:onunal settlenents than most 

people. 

We are all interested not only in the war, but also in any social or 

econo~ic changes that nay take place after the war, especially those needed 

to bring aJout a nore equal distribution of wealth. 

Many econonic changes have been ~roposed, but so□e of these suggestions 

seen to □e rather thaoretical than practical. I cR.nnot myself believe that 

any forn of Utopia will follow on innecliately after the war. 

But I thought it night be of some General interest were I to explain 

today how 30,000 Jewish settldrs have, not only in theory but in nctunl 

practice, solved the probleu of the eqTu.~l distribution of wealth by the 

sinple, if drastic, nethod of tRvinG none. 
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Not that I suggest that this systen, whereby no nan or wanan nay own or 

acquir0 any personal possession, is in any way suited to the spirit of this 

country or to the traditions and ideals of r,.y countr:,rnen; but I do suggest 

if changes in our social or econonic structure are to be discussed, then it 

is worth while to consider, if only for a few ninut es, the one exanple of 

such a systen where peopla actually do live on an equal econonic basis. 

And this exar.iple is of a people who can b~ judged by their deeds rather than 

by their theories, and who l1ave nade a success of their life for nore than 

a generation. 

As you know, sinilar experinents have been attenpt~d oc.inly in America 

and Austrelia, but none has succeeded. I do not count anJ' experiments that 

are being L1ade in Russia, for little is !mown of then except that they are 

State-controlled; it is qu8stionable if they are purely coru:mnal, and the 

one fnct we can be sure of is that their f u tur e is very precarious. 

The earliest experinent I know of was nade nearly 2,000 years ngo in 

the Early Christian Church: it is best known to us by the story of Ananias 

and Sapphira who, you renenber, cane to rather an abrupt and painful end. 

The ~enbers of this early Church held all things in cor:1.~on. 

I will read how that society is described in the Acts of the Apostles: 

"They held all things in connon. 
Neither was there any aoong then that lacked for anything. 
For as !"lail,.Y of then as were possessors of lands or houses, sold 

them, and brought the prices of what they sold to the Apostles; 
And distribution was nade unto every nan cccording as he had 

need. 11 

Though we hear no more of this connunal life in the Early Christian 

Church after the death of .Ananias a..~d Sapphira, I have recalled its existence 

because the principles of th~ir method of living seen to have been very 

sinilar to those of the conmun~l settlenents in Palestine which I speak of 

today. 
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It is generally said that without the incentive of personal gain little 

work would be done, many would idle, others remain incompetent to carry out 

their duties, and the people of such a community would soon starve. 

But the very reverse of this has happened and is happening today in 

Pal stine, as even a most cursory study of the condition of J ewish agri

cultural settlements shows. 

During the last 20 or 30 years the Jewish immigrants have proved most 

successful farmers. The villagers generally prefer mixed farming. They 

own rn.ny herds of dairy cattle, the numbar of their sheep and poultry i n

creases every year. They produce over half the oranges grown in Palestine . 

At this ooason of the year the valleys and foothills are covered with 

green fields of young wheat and barley and lucerne - with many vineyards 

and orchards, so tha.t the country now occupied by Jewish settlers more than 

justifies the words of those spies who long ago r epartee to Joshua tha t 

Canaan was a land flowing with :r:1ilk and honay . 

Over 80 Connunal Settlenents 

Some 200 of their farm settlements are run on ordinary lines of indivi

dual ownership, the land usually being divided into soall holdings, and the 

produce sold for the profit of the individual cultivator. 

But in over 80 well-established s ettlements the land is held in common; 

and not only t!1e lane_, but also the produce, the r.1eans of production and 

transport, are e.11 owned by the cor.muni ty as e. w~1ol e . 

For no individual owns a fielc, a cow, or a hen; no worker r eceives any 

wages, no nan g~ins profit fror.1 the fruit that hu gathers; no woman fror.1 the 

cow that she milks, But , hatever is needed is sha.red i:; qually by all the 

villagers, and the surplus sold for the gGod of the col"'.lrlunity as a whole. 
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In other ways these settl~rs live r.mch as our villagers do in this 

countr~r. All the grown-up people work over e ight hours every clay, bar the 

Sabbath, which is kept as a rmch-needed c1.ay of rest. 

Indeecl they live laborious days, ancl as wonen work in the fi clcls with 

the nen, the snall children are looked after in comr.ru.nal nurseries by 

trained h6lpers; all t he young boys and girls spend the whole d~r with the 

sc:iool t eachers till the evening cones, when the clay's work is done, and 

they all very happily rejoin their fathers and nothers. I havo ~ften been 

witness to these meetings. The children's cries of joy and their unrestrained 

signs of affection show nt once that the c1.aily se-p~.ration during the hours of 

labour causes no lessening of dev0ti~n on one side or the r. ther. On the con

trary, I believe the relationship between parents an~ children is peculiarly 

happy in these cor.ununal conr:ru.nities. 

Each year a car.mi ttee is elected b~r popular v ote, and this comni ttce 

clecicles how the profits of tl:e past year shall be spent, and cleternines what 

tasks shall be allotted to each labourer for the coMing year. ~ne first 

profits of a new settlenent are usually spent ir. builcling the school a...-rid 

conr.mnal nu.rsery, for cart of children is O!:E:. cf the noticeable features 

of these cor.1:1unal villages. 

In succeeding years, acldi tional farr-1 builr.ings and equipnent, tractors, 

the purchase of new herds, the planting of new orchards - all add to the 

pro~uctive capacity of the comnunity. The villagers I speak of look on 

wealth not as a snare, but as an illusion so fnr n.s hap )iness is concerned. 

Ther e is, of course, no conpulsion. A nan is free to join either a 

cor.1J:1unal settlenent or a settlenent where thd principl0 of indivir,ual owner

ship is naintained - just as he pleases. AnQ should he find Rfter experience 

that thtJ conr:nL"'lal lif c c.oes not suit hin or his fnmily, he is always free to 
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quit. And if he quits, he has no bother about settling nccou.ats or packing 

up his goods, for he has no inpec1in0nta to trouble him. 

Hardship Their Garnent 

We nay consider the economic ideas of these people fantastic, but I can 

nssur8 you they are very hunan. Fer instance, if a young n.1=m feels he lJants 

an outing for a few days, the comni ttee will 6 ive hi!!l a l)ound or two provided 

he does not ask too often. Or, if a girl wants a new frock, if she is a goot 

worl""er, she will get one. In fact, an annual hol ic'.ay of a week or ten days 

is quite usual in nost of these settlenents. 

As you may imagine, when the connuni ty is first forneri. the hc..,_rclships 

l'.re gr \:,at, t:1e labour severe, and as for luxury or confort, there is little 

or none. The settlers live not to be sheltered fron dangers, but to be 

fearless in facing then. Hardship is their garnent, but const~ncy their 

shield. Their ~anner of living compels then to bear and forbear. No people 

carry out so thorout;hly that precept of the Talmucl which says that he who 

fails to teacl: his son a trarle teaches his son t.o steal. The sacrifice of 

personal wealth, the surrender of p6rsonal possessions havin~ once been made, 

then all nust of necessity work anf their children taught the need and dignity 

of labour. 

But as the years pass, tha land is inprovec. and where necessary irri-

ga teQ, more vegetables are grown and the resources of the villagers increased. 

The settlars can t~en afforc to built a library or village hall for neetings, 

concerts, lectures or oc~asional dnnces .. .\nenities nre naturally far greater 

in a settlenent after n dozen years of labour and constant cultivation than 

when it was first founded by the pioneers. 

It is easy to understand how nuch self-sacrifice is needed for this 

method of living, and how much each inrividual nust give up to shara in this 
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c01mmnal life. :But without visiting and talki!'lf, to the settlers it is harder 

to realise how r.mch they gain by their disregard of personal wealth. 

ThEJy have no fear of want; no envy of another n."l.n' s possessions ; if 

labour is arduous it is regular; there is, of course, no unemployr.ient, and 

a livelihood for every fauily is assured. 

For there is □ore gaine~ than only nnterinl advantaee. These people 

are free to for~ and live up to their own set of values. They arc not bound 

by those shacklas that grip Many whose chief ain is wealth and gr~at posses 

sions. Freedon of thouGht is far fron leading to anarc~y. If it be bettar 

to eive than to receive, then perhaps nore happiness comes fron living for 

the good of the connunity than for self alone. 

As I said earlier in this talk, in other countries and in other cen

turies sinilar experinents have been tried and all have failed. But, as we 

say in Scotland, "Faes are chiels that winnn r.ing. 11 Facts that stare us in 

the face cannot be brushed aside. These coDnunal settlements increase in 

nunber anu. prosperi t? every few years. Fornerl;r a goocl nany r.1.embers grew 

dissatisfied and walkec1. r;ut , for every r'l.['l.n is always free to clo so; but now 

few quit, and r'.lany sons follo\'r in their fa the rs I foots t1.:;ps 0r f orn new con

munal settlenents. 

The Spirit of the Pioneers 

What is the reason for this astonishing success? The reason is to be 

found in the spirit of the settlers. The spirit that fills the□ is the faith 

of a people believing the□selves to be nora happy leRdine a sinple life with

out r.ioncly, than if the? joined in the generP..l world-struggle for wealth anc. 

yet r.iore wealth. 
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Such a faith deoands great unselfishness in the individual, as well as 

great devotion to th8 co:ru:l.Unity. 

Shoulc. that faith ever fail, should they ever, like Lot's wife, look 

back, then will this economic experiment in plain living also fail: it would 

soon prov~ to be but Dead Sea fruit. 

And so will it b0 in whatever form of reconstruction nny be nade after 

the war in this country. Fait!:. in our country ann. our ideals is €Ssential. 

Wealth nust bo the servant, not th~ r:1c-,,ster 0f the people. As Mr. Winant, 

the .A.-:1tJrican AMbassador, said the other clay : "Paople in future r.1ust either 

cooperate, cl.or.1inate , or j)erish. 11 

These connunnl villaces in Palestine are r..n exanple of cooperation 

working in its extre~e forr.1. Not the best forr.1 sui tcd. for this c0untry, 

but worthy of study as a society where wealth is unknown, but where "Distri

bution is mac..e unto every nan according as he has need . 11 

We shall win this war by our deteroination to see it through. By that 

sar.1e spirit of d..et~rnination, I an c onfic.ent, ,,re shall brin;; about, in one 

forri or a.nether , a just settlenent nf our social Rnd econonic neec:1.s after 

victory has ~~en gain6d. 




