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TRANSL11'ION DOM THE HE:BRD 

To the Executive of the Jewish jgenoy. 
The Executive of the Vaad Leumi 
Members of the Security Committee 
Presidium of the Recruiting Fund 

I 

JERUSALEM• 16.8.42 

!'rom MR. M. SHERTOX 

I beg to communicate herewith the text of the agreement signed with the 
revisionists concerning the subsidy they are to receive for their recruiting work, 
and with regard to their attitude to the Recruiting Fund. 

In compliance with their request, the agreements contain no reference to any 
participation in certain training activities. for they desire to submit net pro
poeale on thi1 point, which will probably require separate negotie.tions• 

It was agreed that the full text of the agreement should net be given to the 
prees. At the Preas Conference convened by the Political Department on the 12th 
instant I announced the main items of the agreement which are to be published. 

1, In accordance with the Rovisionieta1 statement on the subject of enlistment 
the Revisionists express their agreement to the principles underlying the recruit
ing campaign in the Yiahuv. 

2. The Revisionists• recruiting office 1s to receive its share out of the 
Recruiting Fund for as long as the Fund oontinues to exist providing they take 
their share in the recruiting campaign. 

3. The subsidies are to be paid to the Revisionists monthly. Tho maximum monthly 
subsidy for the period August and September 1942 was fixed at b-800, in accord
ance with a detailed budget to be aubmitt,d in advance to the Recruiting Centre 
for confirmation. Should it transpire the,t eub1id:tos woro also granted for J uly, 
the Revisionists are to receive their share accordinglyo 

4. Tho Revisionist Recruiting Office is to present a monthly report showing the 
expenditures incurred. Tho Revisionist Recruiting Offi:e will allow the Recruit~ 
ing Centre to check its expenditures and exercise control of the accounts 
by producing the books for inspection whenever required. 

5. The subject of the Revisionists' share in the Jund will be reviewed at the 
end of September, when a survey will be made of the Revisionists! recruiting 
work and' of the budget of the Recruiting Centre. The Revisionists' monthly 
subsidy which will be based on the reaults shown as well as on the proposed 
monthly budget of the Revisionists Recruiting Office will be valid for three 
months, after which period it will be re-examined. 

6. The Recruiting Centre stipulates that as in the past so also in the 
future and without any relation to the present agreement, there should be full 
equality in respect of benefits to soldiers' families out of the Recruiting 
Fund. Care should be taken of the serving and discharged soldiers and no 
discriminetion whatsoever be made between the beneficiaries of the Fund, 

7. 'I'he Revisionists will be represented at the joint meetings of the 
relevant institutions, which will decide on the distribution of the money out of 
the Recruiting Fund (aid to soldiers' families, etc.) The Revisionists a.re also 
to have representation on the Central Committee to assist soldiers' wives, and 
will arrange meetings between the Discharged Soldiers CRre Committee and the 
Rcvtaionists are also to have representation on the Central Committee to aseiet 
soldiers' wives, and will arrange meetings between the Discharged Soldier, Care 
Committee and tha Revisionist representatives, to discuss matters pertaining to 
dieoharged soldier• of the Revisionist Party, According to a pre-arrangement with 
the President of the Recruiting Fund, a Reviaioniat representative will be 
invited to the meetings of the Presidium. 

s. On signing this agreement the Rovisionists will proclaim their non
op-positicn to the Recruiting Fund. The Reviaioniata will instruct their members 
to resume their full share in the present recruiting oampaisn, The Rov1a1on1st 
press will also rofrnin from attacking the activities of the Recruiting Centre. 

9. Tho Rcvieionist Recruiting Office is to come to an arrangement with the 
Recruiting Centro concerning the members eligible for enlistment and exemption 
certificates. 

Tel Aviv, 
12,8.42 

M, SBERTOI 
J. BUKSPAN 
A.. SHOTNIK 
M • .ARBER 



,,. Addendum to #85 

.REPORT BX DR; · I ,.J. KLI.QLEH 

1-Q_Office C:>mmiljtee Meeting_ 
Tht.1.c·sday, Se.Q1-e□11_e::- 24., 1942. 

Dr. Kligler, who had recently arrived from Palestine reported as follows to 
the members of the Office U0mmi~~ee, 

E.QONOM1Q_8ITUATION 

Dr. Kligler said that he was in the pobi:.ion of an onlooker, rather than an 
active participant in economic matters, exc6pt 1n so far as he was ir.terested in 
economics as they affected the health of the comm1mitJ. At present there is a 
shortage of labor in defense vork as well as in indu~trial and agricultural pro
duction for war purposes. In industrial product-tor. wages have kept pace with the 
cost of living; by an agreement between the wo~:%l3rs and the manufacturers, rati
fied by government, there is a 11wage re•,riew 11 svery ~jr.1.re . mori.ths, so that adjust
ments may be made in accordance with th~ co~ t of :ij _;:- :1.ugc 'I:his arrangement affects 
sor.ie 30,000 workers employed in war ind~str•j_,yq l 1<Y.-'L' .rer- , unskilled, clerical and 
professional workers have no such agreement anc. t~"-,.r.n·--~ ic no r elation there between 
wages 2nd the cost of livine, which in comparison 1N'~.th th2 prices of liugust 1939, 
has risen to an index of 180 (food index 240). Tner~ 1& no rutioning to speak of 
and no regulation of food prices,with the r esult that on the one hand there is 
prosperity and on the other a shortage of nec0ssiti8s and r Gal want. Agriculturru. 
production has risen considerably; the country produces ell the fruits and vege
tables it needs, but only 10% of its meat require~ents and some 60% of the milk 
and eggs normally required. 

So long as routos were open additional food was brought from Australia and 
Am0rica. Since the entry of Japan into the war, which cut off importations of 
wheat, milk and butter from Australia, no other source of these supplies are avail
able. Besides, food for the Army which is lost must be replaced locally, thus 
putting an additional strain on the production capacity of the country. 

Th8re is an arr,!ngemont for pooling the agricultural resources of the 
neighboring countries, but this is a political as wall as an economic problem. Two 
and a half years ago Great Britain set up a Middle East Supply Center, which was 
to arrengc for an Gxchunge of goods among neighboring countri~s and was to include 
Egypt, Syria , Iraq, Transjordan, ~ebanon and, to some extent, Turkey. How0vor, 
political conditions in Egypt, Syria und Iraq, made it impossible to arrange for 
an interchange to any appreciable extent, despite the fact that Iraq, for example, 
has a surplus of eggs and burley. In addition to the political situ~tion, land 
transportation presents grave difficulties. Recently special people have been sen~ 
by Englm1d and iunarica to look into the supply situetion, which requiras a great 
deal of tact and understanding. They are to prepare a report which will indicate 
ways and means to relieve the strain of a shortag~ existing in some ·countries in 
the face of u surplus in another. Judging by the calibre of the men sent there is 
hope thRt the situation may improve. 

In Palestine itself there is a batter relationship betwe~n Jews and Arabs 
than has existed for some years. A larger pro1)0rtion of Arabs in Palestine are 
favorable to the UnitGd Nations than anywhere else. The Egyutians are ?ro-Itali~: 
and the situntion in Iraq and Syria is well-known. This pro-Nnzi bias on the pe.~ .. i~ 

of the neighboring j\rab countrios also has an eff'3Ct on the econOi!1ic situation. 
In Palestine, government has to a largo extent aided agricultural production, 
giving loans to Jewish fa~ners fer extending irrigation, and to ~rabs to do deep 
plow~ng, etc. 
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SOUR~S OF INFORMATION 

Though there is n very strict censorship inF~J.Qetinc, it is possible to 
know what is going on. Reuter and united tros g cables service the papers. One 
cen listen to the radio without any rcst,rict:1.011~1 ~ some matters, Palestine 
had r:iore detailed nows tha::1 dJ_d Ama:-i,Ja, e,, g o Ir.dia and Egypt. It is, of 
course, difficult to int er pret the news and much of it arrives late. Little 
news of what zlmcrican Zionist3 are doing is published 'tirbcause of the strict 
censorship. P~lestine was never so near and; at the same tj_ne, never so far 
from America as it is today. It is also t~~e that ~merica get:s very litble newR 
from Palestine. There is also a distortion as to emphnsis, e··,g,, the :cht:cl .. 

ICHUD 

The Ichud, according to Dr. Kligler, caused much more excitement here 
than it did:m. Palestine. It is reali.Y5'Hn altogether new organization4 It has a 
history behind it and in a way is a logical outgrowth of previous movements 
The Brith Ohalom had wanted union with the arabs; the abar .. dorJneiit cf the 10;")5'<, 
Jewish labor policy, etc. Then the Brith Shnlom dissolvccL Tho d~Etarbanc,A· 
of 1956 brought about an organization called Kadimah, which tried to find s~rr.e 
modus vivendi with the Arabs ll!ld thus bring an end to the disturbances. Thoi:· 
program was more politicRl in nature end they broached the idea of a bi-nation~: 
stat0. 

With the outbrer.k of the war, the Lengue for Arab-Jewish rapprochement 
was organized. The members of the League believed th~t this was the eleventh 
hour for bringing about en understanding between moderates of both sides. It 
is a loosely knit organization. Sohle of its ~embers are Sali Hirsh, Thon, 
Buber, Kalvarisky, Ernst Simon, as well as riresentatives of Hnshomer Hatzair 
and the Poule Zion. Thef tried (a) to create ewish public opinion in favor of 
better relations, and (b) to work among the Arabs. They were eager to prove 
that the animosity between Jews and ~rabs during the disturbances hnd been 
artifically fomented and tha.t, left to themselves, the noderate body of J cws 
and Arabs could get along peacefully. 

Rapprochement nuctuated with the fortunes of war. Tho pro-British 
Arab press, the only one permitted to publish, was fvvorable. The Jews took 
the position that they were tied up with the British andmust not only SU?port 
the Allied cause without any reservations, but must also attempt to win the 
~rabs over to the cause of th~ Democratic nations. 

However, the League found that the form of organization wAs unsRtis
factory- some of its members were individuals, some represented organizations, 
etc. It was decided therefore, to organize a body which would be representa
tive of all elements in the country, including Labor, Mizrachi and General 
Zionists, on tho one program of union or friendship with the ~rabs. Various 
incidents had also made it seem important to form such an organization. 

An attempt haa been made to suppress expressions of opinion by the 
use of terrorist methods. This attempt had been made not by the Revisionists 
but by persons in the Haganah. This implied one of two thingsi either the 
~gency sanctioned the use of terror, or the Agency had lost control of the 
Haganah. In either event,truly democratic peonle could not tolerate the sit
uation. It was at that timo that Miss Szold issued her appeal through the 
press. Sugsequcntly, about seven months ago, a meeting took place at the ho~~, 
of Julius Simon. Miss Szold, Mr. Smoira, Mr. Hafter, Dr. Landauer, Ur. Magno::.~ 
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Dr. Kligler and others were present. The discusaion centered around the proble~ 
of free expression of opinion and the elimination of the use of terrorist methods 
in Palestine. Tho moderate press aporoved the purpose of the meetings Ha 1Aretz 
definitely approved, the Davar straddled the issue. The meeting decided to send 
a delegation to the Agency to ascertain the facts in the situation. Miss Szold, 
Mr. Bmilansky and 1r. Buber wont to see Shertok. Ha told them thet the Haganah 
was, of course, under the control of th~ ~gcncy. ThBt the terrorist acts had been 
committed by irresponsible youngsters) who 5ho~ld, however, not be too severely 
condemend, because the provocation had been gruat. The delegationdl.d not consider 
this every satisfactory answer. 

In anJr cnse, it was decided that some sort of permanent organization sho~ 
be formed, which would foster freedom of thought on political and other issues 
so as to avoid the necessity of ad hoc meetings and personal apµeals such as 
Miss Szold had had to make. A group of people took the initiative to invite other'; 
to join them, to form the Ichud. Dr. Magnes did not personally create the Ichud; 
his ideas no doubt stimulated the initiators; he was asked to become chnirman and 
refused. He is a member of a praesidium of six. 

The platform of Ichud is as follows• 

1. Every member must be a Shekel payer ~nd accept the Zionist platform. 

2. A bi-national state in the whole of Palestine for Jews and Arabs. Both 
people are to have the same political rights and thcra is to be a policy of 
political non-domination of one group over the other. This implies political 
"parity," Dr. Kligler said, but he preferred to use the term "political 
non-domination. " 

3. Striving toward a federation of some sort with the neighboring state~ 
Trnnsjordan, Syria and Lcbanen. 

4. There is to be no restriction on the economic, social or cultural 
development of either ~rabs or Jews. Jewish immigration is to be limited 
only by the economic absorptive capacity of the country. 

It is the view of many members of the Ichud that the largest post-war 
Jewish problem »rill be peace with the Arabs and the salvaging of Jewish refugees 
from Europe, and thnt the only countries to which Jews can come are ~alestine and 
America. Dr. Magncs is not opposed, as some t~ to a Jewish majority in 
Palestine. ne just thinks that those people live in dreams who think they can 
obtain Arab consent to a Jewish majority at the present before a friendly basis 
has been established between Jews nnd ~rabs. 

The Ichud is a constituent member of the League for ~rab-Jewish rap• 
prochement, which accepted a very carefully worded progrnm worked out by the 
Hashomer Hatzair. 

At this point Mrs. Halprin asked why, if the program on immigration 
were as clear as Dr. Kligler had indicated, it was found necessary to couch it in 
such ambiguous and unclear terras. She also pointed out that the Ben-fov memoran
dum explicitly stated that Jewish immigration was to be unrestricted only in 
certain regions. 

Dr. Kli~ler said that it had been considered unwise to insert the 
plBnk on immigration in so: many words as part of the program, because that migl~t 
destroy any possibility of rapprochement. As a matter of fact, he said, official 
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Zionism, before the war, was ready to accept a bi-nntional state. Ben-Tovfs 
report wns a personal document; the foroulD.tion by the Ho.shomer Hatzair is explio,j 
cit and binds the group. 

The Ichud feels th~t if one honestly comes to others with a program, with
out mental reservntions, one has fl chance of securing nn ngreemont. The raembers 
of the Ichud are out to secure the confidence of the Arnbs Dnd to secure as much 
Zionist support for its pror.;ran as poss:i.ble. He celJ.eved thnt if an unbiased free 
vote were taken in Palestine today, a majority of the.~ peonle 'WOUld support the 
progr8fll of the Ichud. 

~rs. Hnlprin renarked that she nhreed entirely with Dr. 10.iglcr o·.1 the 
~uestion of freedom of expression. She did not, however, soe how n bi--r.ational 
stnte and unroatricted Jewish inmigration would be reconciled. 

Dr. Kligler avid tht-t the Ben-Tov memorandum wns prepared on the initiativo 
of the League and WBS accented by it as a basis for discussion. When the actual 
formulation came up the Hashomer Hatzair represent~tives said that further dis
cussion was necessary. i\ftor discussing the problem, they formulated a program 
which represents the official opinion of the Hashomer Hatzair. 

In answer to a question concerning the omission of the Negev'trom the 
Ben-Tov memorandum, Dr. IC.igler snid that the Negev was never brought into the 
discussion. 

Mr. Lourie nsk~d whether there was nny explicit statement on unreetricted 
ir.lmigration in the platform of the Ichud. 

Dr. Eligler answered that that was automatically accepted when the Ichud 
joined the League and that neither he nor Miss Szold would be members if that 
were not so. 

Mrs. Epstein said that if the cnse were as clear-cut a~ that, she could 
not understand why all the reports had used such ambip.uous terminology. 

Mr. WerthejJn asked whether it were true that the Ichud demanded the dele
tion of tho clause from the JNF chnrter to the cff0ct thnt 1JNF land should be 
worked only by Jews. 

Dr. Kligler replied that this was not a demand of the Ichud, but admitted 
thflt it wns a nntural nart of its program. Arabs are now working on JNF land 
beer.use there is a shortn~e of labor. The purpose of the clause was to increase 
the absorptive canncity for Jews; how2ver, when one doesn't have to come to 
government for each certificate this will not be necossnry. Besides, there are 
certain tactical things which must be taken into considorntion whJn dealing with 
t)eonle. 

Mrs. Epstein asked whether the platform of the Ichud hnd been designed to 
secure the consent of the hrnbs, or to seem rensonable to the powers tlw.t will 
imp&ee the peace after the war. 

Dr, lligler replied that the people raade the proposal bec~use they be
lived in it. However, it was his conviction that those who talk rntionally, j~~t·i_:, 
and sensibly are more likely to get a hearing. He said he worked professionally 
with ~rabe and believed that a considerable body of Arabs would accept this 
program. The ZOA has adopted a platform which implies the establishment of a 
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Jewish state in Palestine. He was convinced thnt the Arabs would not even con
sider this, much less consent to it. 

Our o.pproach, he said, must be one which mekes our position just and, nt the 
same time, helps to salvage the Jewish refugees from Europe. He hoped to get 
cooperation from AmericA on the program of the Ichud. 

Dr. Goldmann asked whether the Ichud intended to remain an internal group 
within the Zionist movement 1 or whether, if it could not secure a majority, it 
planned to conduct separate negotiations. 

Dr. Kligler answared th~t he could not soy what the Ichud intended to do, 
but he could say whAt it does not intend to do. It is an orgnnized group within 
Zionism that would try to obtain sufficient support to influence Zionist opinion 
and succeed in getting P.dequate representation of its views. 

He denied thnt negoti~tions had been conducted by members of the Ichud wit~ 
Arabs and said thnt in order to sound out the Arabs they had to be talked to, bl·:~ 
these were not negotirtions in the politicHl sense. 

####### 




