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CONFIDENTIAL 

MINl1TFS. OF OFFICE COMMITTEE t-,EETINO 

_E!1EROENCY CO~iMITTEE FOR ZlO!JIST AFFAIRS 

Monday, JAnuary 5, 1942. 

# 44 

A meeting of the Office Collilllittee was held on January 6, 1942 at 
6130 p.m. at 41 EaBt 42nd Street. 

PRESENT: Judge Levinthal ( p1·esiding), Mrs . Halprin, Mrs . Pool, Mr. 6zold, 
Mr . ,.!ertheim. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal, 

BY-LAWS 

It was agreed that Judge Levinthal and Mr . Neumann shouJ.d submit a set 
of by-laws to the next meeting of the Committee . If thought desirable, 
Mr . Ourfein or Judge Rothenberg should be consulted . 

OFFICE COUMI'TTEE PERSOtmEL 

It was agreed thet Mrs. Jacobs should receive invitations to the 
meetings of the Office Committee . 

JE":ISH AF.MY COt-iNITTEE 

A letter from Mr. l/echsJ.er dated January 6, 1942 "as read, and a reply -
based on a draft by Mrs. Halprin - agreed upon. 

VISIT OF MR . CHURCHILL 

Mr. Neumann reported that he had been in touch with Senator Wagner 
with regard to a letter to Mr. Churchill on the army matter . Senator Wagner 
was uncer tain ~:hether he would be able to do anything in the matter and he 
said that he wished to explore the situation further in \·/ashington . 

I t was agr eed thet if Mr . J .M. Martin t •as still in \iashington, 
Mr . Lourie should try to see him there . 

WASHINGTON PRESS CORRESPONDENT , _ 

At Mrs . Pool 1s suggestion it war ~reed that efforts be made to 
ascertain the possibility of arranging? representBtion of an overseas Jewish 
pUblication at the White House Press Conferences . 

WASHii~GTON OFFICE> 

The names of possible nominees to represent the Emergency Committee in 
\iashington, and to open t1n office there , were considered , I t was agreed that 
Mr. Neumann should consult Mr . Kaufmann and Rabbi Br eslau with regard to 
t-1r . S. and also •. ascertain the possibility of his obtaining a few months 
1.Eave from his present employment . Inquiries should also be made as to 
whether a non-Jew of first class qualifi cations might be available to run 
the American Palestine Committee , 
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¥r , Neumann read a memorandum outlining major budget ary proposals . 
I t was agreed that a sub-committee to consist of Mr. Neumann, Mrs . Pool and 
Mr. Szold reoort back to the Committee v•ith regard to 1 

1) Nominee for Washington 
2) Non-Je..,•ish appointee to direct American Palestine Committee 
3) Sui table research man 

Mrs , Halprin referred to a telegram sent by Mr, Ben-Gurion to Palestine 
f r om ..,1hich it appeared that r,,r , Ben-Gurion contemplated opening a separate 
office of the Executive in 1:lashington, I t was the feeling of those present 
that this would be undesirable, and should be taken up \•1ith Hr . Ben-Ourion 
without delay. 

It was also reported that Mr, Ben-Ourion had arranged to meet with a 
small group of Jewish Government officials the follo..,1ing day, and Mr . Heumann 
was instructed to participate in this meeting . 

I t was unanimously decided that, 

1

2
) The Emergency Committee open a political office in Washington. 
) This should be the only Zionist office for political activity in 

Washington . 
3) Dr, Wise be authorized to name a small political committee (it was 

suggested that the commit tee he.ve a member ship of 5) to coordin­
ate all political activities in ~:ashington , this committee to 
act not as a policy-meking body but as a liason , 

1/7/42, 
k , Lourie 



i.r~s OF i.iE:;:J!'IliG OF EMERGENCY CO!.iL,ITTEE FOR 
ZI0~'1I ST AF.FAIRS 

January 8th, 1942 

A moating of the full Committee of the clllergency Co~.m1ttee uas held on the 
evening of January 8th at 41 Fast 42nd Street . 

PRESENT: l'ir . Lipsky (in the chair); W.essrs. llublick, Cruso, furmansky, Gellman, 
Tiolf Gold, Paul L, Goldman, Grossman, Koualsky, Segal , ·.1ertheim; 
Mesdames Benjamin, Epstein, Halprin, Jacobs, Leibel, Schoolman, Pool , 
Shulman; 

; ~ 

t.ies srs . Ben Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie, Neumann; 

Messrs . S, Bernstein, Joseph Cohn, i.:ereminsky, Naiditch, ~eisgal, 

BY-LAJS 

Pursuant to the resolution on the reconstitution of the Emergency Committee 
a draft set of by- la,1s were submitted to the meeting by Mr . lieumann on behalf 
of the by-laws sub-committee, and after discussion and amendment 17e re adopted as 
follol7s , subject to further edi tot ial changes if found desirable and to be confirmed 
later. 

NAME - The name of the organization shall be the.American Eir:ergency Committee 
for Zionist Affairs . 

ARTICLE II 

PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONS - The .American Eu:ergency Committee for Zionist Affairs 

/ 
(hereinafter referred to as the Committee) shall engage in such activities as it 
may deem advisable in the interest of the Zionist cause, more particularly in the 
field of public relations; it shall frame its o~m policies in relation to the r,ork 
it carries on ; its activities shall be those uhich are of common interest to the 
four American Zionist organizations represented in its composition, and it shall at 
all times endeavor to avoid duplication of effort. 

(The above Article ,1as adopted in substance as read subject to editing by 
the Office Committee) . 

.ARTICLE III 

Sec , l l.tEUBERSBIP - fhe Committee shall consist of the following twenty-six persons: 

(a) Five members designated by the Zionist Organization of ..uneriea. 
(b) Five members designated by Hadassah, The ~omen's Zionist Or ganization of 

America. 
(c) Four members designated by Poale Zion . 
(d) Four members designated by Liizrachi Organi zation of AIT.erica. 
(e) Ei ght m,mbers named at large as follows: 

Solomon Goldman 
I s rael Goldstein 
Rose Jacobs 
Loui s Lipsky 

Morris Rothenber g 
Abba Hillel Sil ver 
Robert Szol d 
Stephen s. :7is e 
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Sec . 2 Members designated ur.der grour s (a) (b) (c) and (d) shall ordinarily 
be designated for a period of one year, but each of the organizations ccncerned 
shall be entitled to change its representatives on g iving t::o 11eeks notice. If 
any member designated by any of the f oi.:r organizations herein before referred to 
shall cease to be a member of the Committee , he may be replaced by the orgimization 
which designated him. Group (e) o:embers, ohall be :t:e rmanent ir.embers of the Corr.mit tee 
and shall serve throughout the Ccmmittee 1s existence. If any 1Iember of the Coo:mittee 
shall fail to attend three si.:.ccesive o:eetings, without an excuse accept able to the 
Committee, his seat may be declared vacant by the Committee. 

(It uas agreed to strike out a cuggested provision for filling vacancies 
among n:embers at large). 

Sec. 3 The ColllDittee may by resolution invite representatives of other Zionist 
groups to attend its sessions as observers withri.:.t vote. Representatives of all 
Zionist groups entitled to sit a t Zmergency Coo:mittee meetings in the capacity cf 
observers may submit r1ri tten applicatic,ns for full membership. All n:embers of the 
Committee are to be given t \70 ,1eek 1 s notice of such application,, 1·1hich may be ap-­
proved by a majority vote of the zrembers of the Committee. 

Aid'ICU: IV 

OFFICERS - The officers of the Committee shall ccnsist of a Chairman, 
a Secretary ar.d a Treasurer and such other officers as the Crn::n:ittee shall, frcm 
time to tio:e, elect . 

ARTICLE V 

Sec, l MEETINGS - Regular monthly meetipg~ of tte Committee shall be held on a 
fixed day to be designated in the first vieek of each month. Additional special meet­
ings may be held from time to time as may be determined by the Committee, or upcn 

call of the Chairman or upon uritten request of seven members of the Committee. No­
tice to all c::embers shall be sent three days in advance of each special u:eeting. 

Sec . 2 A quorum shall consist of ten u:embers~ 

ARI'ICLE VI 

Sec . l OFFICE COi.a .• ITTEE - Eetv,een c::eetings of the full Ccmmi ttee , the business 
of the Committee shall be conducted by an Office Committee to be elected by tLe 
Committee and to be composed as follo,,s : two u:embers rep-esenting the Zionist 
Organization of America; trro members representing Hadassah, the i'!omen 1s Zionist 
Organization of An:erica; one mem~er representing Poale Zion;and one u:ember repre­
senting Mizrachi . The representatives of the foi.:r organizations which shall ccmpose 
the Office Cc,mmittee , shall be designated by the respective groups (a) (b) (c) (d) 
from among the members of the Committee . In addition to the six thus designated, the 
following shall also be members of the Office Committee, to rrit, the ChairlllaD and 
Treasurer of the Committee and three u:embers of the Committee te> be elected by the 
Committ eo . The Cffice Committee shall elect its 01m Chairman and such other officer& 
as it may see fit . 

Sec . 2 Regular weekly meetings of the Office Cou:mittee shall be held at the Office 
of the Committee in New York City. Special meetings of the Office Coo:.o:ittee shall 
be held from tiu:e to time as may be determined by the members of the Office Coir.mittee , 
or upon call of the Chairman of the Office Committee , or upon request , in writing, 
by three members of the Office Committee . 
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Sec . 3 A quorum of the Cffice Con:lllittee shall consist cf five members. 

Sec. 4 The Office Committee, acting under authority from the Ccmmittee as a 
nhole, shall have pouer to open a banking account or accounts in the nan:e of the 
Coltlllittee, to engage executi~es and other employees and to enter into such other 
contractual obligations as shall be necessary to carry on its uork provided the 
Committee shall have no power to bind members personally in respect of any obliga­
tion undertaken by the gommittee, 

(This section is to be redrafted by the Office Coltlllittee. It shall be 
made clear that the powers herein designated are exercised by the Office Committee 
only as agent for the Emergency Committee), 

Sec . 9 The Committee and the Office Ccmmittee resFectively shall have power 
to pass rules from tim~ to time for the regulation cf their respective Frocedures. 

ARTICLE VII 

FINANCE - The expenses of the Co11J11ittee shall be ~et out of funds sUF­
plied to it from time to time by American Zionist organizations or agencies arii/or 
other Jewish groups or institutions organized and operatir4; in the ~nited States 
un.der the lav1s of the l'ni ted States or of the several states; it ir.ay also receive 
contributions from individualso The Coltlllittee shall not ccnd'l:.ct any business under­
taking nor operate vii th a viev, to profit. 

ARTICLE VIII 

AMENDMEl\'T OF BY-LA\7$ - Any amendment of these by-lai7s shall be affected 
either ; 

(a) By unanimous vote of the Committee at a meeting of which at least 
one .. eek;s notice in w=iting shall have been biven to members cf 
the Con:mittee together with notice in writing of the proposed amend­
ment or 

('b) By a resoluticn adopted by a majority vote at a n:eeting of which 
cne week1s notice shall have been ~iven and i7hich shall further 
have been ratified in writing by 2/3 of the total membership of the 
Committee. 

(This article is to be amended in accordance with the follo11ing motion 
made by Mr. Segal which was i.:.nanimously adopted: If two grc,ups oppose any a1tend­
ment, no vote can be taken and the matter in question is to be postponed. Uith 
this addition the article 11as accepted as read), 

NOMINATI1'TG COMMI'ITEE 

It ~as unanimously agreed that a Nominating Ccn:mittee consisting of one 
member designated by each organization shall be constituted immediately and bring 
in its recoltlllendations for the officers of the Ccu.mittee. Upon motion made and 
carried it was agreed that the Office Committee be req~ested to submit to the full 
Emergency Committee, at the earliest possible mo1tent , a full iist of standing 
committees . 
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NEGOTIATIONS ~ITH NON-ZIONISTS 
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I:r . Goldmann reported on the history of the negotiations ,,ith non­
Zionists up to date. At the last meeting the Zionist representatives had submitted 
a draft program for united action by American Jewry . 

llr . Goldmann outlined the froposals contained in this draft, which in­
cluded in its terms aupport for a Jewish Common,,ealth in Palestine and for the 
formation of a Jewioh army to be recruited in Palestine. To neither of these 
proposals was serious objection taken by the non-Zionist members . Indeed, one of 
their representatives had made an impressive plea in support of the Coll'.lllcnwealth 
aim. Another, while commending the Commonwealth idea, expressed scepticism as to 
its realization in the face of Arab opposition. A good deal of discussion revolved 
about the question of procedure during the transition period. Finally it was de­
cided to nan:e a srecial committee of three non-Zionists and three Zionists ,~ho 
should, on the basis of the program submitted, redraft the program in line with the 
discussion. Dr . Goldmann believed that there was reason to hope that the · negotia­
tione would result in an acceptable united i:rogram. 

JEiiISH AR!.i'Y 

ii!r . Nei1 mann reported on the negotiations 11ith the Committee for a Je11i·sh 
Army to date. The situation now is as follovrs: the Office Committee had written 
a letter setting forth in the most explicit terms the conditions under which the 
Emergency Committee could coorerate with the JeYiish Army Cott.mittee. 

l . That all political negotiations be under the juri~diction of the 
Jewish Agency and the Emergency Commit tee. 

2. That there be no recruiting in .America and no propaganda fer such 
recruiting. 

3. 'l'llat the Emergency Committee have a majority representation en the 
Army Committee . 

Mr . Ben Gurion made the point that one sentence in the letter sent to 
the Je11ish Army Coitmittee implied. that there should be no recruiting for a Jewi sh 
army anYT7here except in Palestine. Clearly, it v,as within the jurisdiction of the 
En:ergency Committee to deal vith recruiting in Ail:erioa; it could not deal with 
proposals for r ecruiting abroad, e. g. in England or South Africa, and he ass\:JCed 
that the sentence must be interpreted in that sense. 

Mr. Cruso questioned whether the Office Committee was authorized to 
write a letter on behalf of the full Committee which might lead to cooperation with 
the Janish Army Committee. 

Mr. Grossman associated himself iii th the vieY1 that before the letter \7as 
sent it should have been submitted to the full Committee . He said he believed that 
the record of the negotiations between the Emergency Committee and the Je;,ish Army 
Committee was a record of indecision, evasiveness and insir£erity. The Jewish Army 
Committee had behind it a number cf young and energetic but inexperienced persons 
lacking in responsibility. Their methods were unlikely to achieve their purpose but 
they might do great harm to the Zionist Organization here . He cr i ticized the Elter­
gency Committee for its failure to initiate effective action of its own on a clear­
cut and definitive policy. He said that he himself was opposed to any army r ecruit< 
from ~alestine but he wanted 50, COO Jews from Ameri ca to go to ~ibya for exampl e . 



Re urged that an early meet int., of the full Emergency Committee be called to 
discuss action for a Je~ish army. 

Dr. Goldmann in reply to Mr . ~rossman said that Ur. Grossman 1s criti­
cism that the letter should hot have been sent to the Jeuish Army Committee v:itr­
out having been discussed by the full...:E~e r gency Committee was justifiable; never­
theless the set-up of the Emergency Committee hitherto ha~ been lacking in clarity. 
He hoped that in the future questions of this nature would be avoided and the 
position as between Office and full Committee regularized. 

The letter had been a compromise between those who were in favor of 
negotiating with that Committee and those who were against any negotiations. Its 
purpose had been to formulate the conditions under v1hich the Elnergency Committee 
would cooperate wi th the Jewish Army Committee so definitively that there could 
be no question of a doubt, Regarding our own action for a Jewish .nrmy, :er. Goldmann 
said that it was apparent th~t the responsible Zionists in America were categori­
cally against recruiting a Jewish army in America at this time, and this had to 
be accepted as a f act . It was highly desirable however that the matter come be-
fore the full Committee for discussion and decision. 

After further discussion it was agreed that a full meeting be called 
next Tuesday or i ednesday night to take a definite decision on the Committeels 
attitude to the Je•nish army question,. 



STRICTLY CO~iFI DENTIAL 

11:UTt,'TES Oi' MEETING OF TEE 0:i!'PICE COL;i.,ITTEE 
OF TlD EI..BRG.E:t!CY COi.;;.,IT'l'.::::: FOR ZIOlHST ~F.\!RS 

January 9th, 1942 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the :il:loo:rgeu~y Co1.1mittee for Zionist 
Affairs ,·,as held on Friday afternoon, J'anuary 9th, at 41 East 42nd Street , tT. Y .a. 

PRESEHT: Dr. :;i se (pr esiding) Llessrs. Bublick, Goldsteiu, Jertheim; iiesdames 
Halprin and Pool. 

Messr s. Ben Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie, l.feumann. 

t:r . Ben Gurion r eported as follows: 

l . i7ashington 

He had met 111th va1~ous Zionists, and with a nuober of named rersons 
in official life in Jashington. His discussion had revoLved around thI·ee major 
points. 

(a) Hovr to carry on our political i'lork in .A:r.erica. 
(b) Ho,, to win over All:erican piblic opini on. 
( c) Hov, to s treng-Ghen the Zionist movexr.en t. 

He felt that tho t i7o chief objec·~ives of the Zionis t movement no,1 Y1ere 
a J e11ish ar my in Palestine during the war and a Jev,ish Common11eal th in Fale-stine 
after the vrar . Be said that certa in of the more prominent L,dividuals Tihom he 
had seen seemed to hi m over-optimistic concerning the future ~f Palestine ; but 
they had been friendly and assured him of the sympathy of leaders of the administr& 
tion. 

He further reported that he had asked 1.;r. Schulson of the ·,:ashington 
office of the Zionist Organization of America to call together a group of young 
Zionist intellectuals in ',iashington so that he might explain to them the nature of 
the political task con.fronting us. He believed that hundr eds of such young intel­
lectual ·Zi onist s could be founa. i n America an.d that their nork \7Ould be of the ut­
most significance . He had v i sited the Cone r~ssional Library and f~i..:ni there a fine 
collection of Zi6niet literature although there ....,er e soll'.8 glaring omissions . For 
example , there v,ere no copie e of the Hebrer., Daily Press, 

CAIRO 

Ur. Ben Burion reported on intervier1s whi ch Mr . Shertok had had v,ith 
Mr . Bullit, t.ir . Lyttleton and other British officials . 

The question \7ae r a ised of a cable sent by l.ir. Ben Gurion to the ~ncy 
in Jerusalem with reference to expenditures which he might make here . Mr. Ben 
Gurion said the cable had not been officially submitted to the Off ice Committee 
and he therefore did not consider it a matter for discussi on. In this connection 
the mol e question of Ur. Ben Gurion 1 e activities in America was ra ised. He re­
iterated to the Committee hie intention to nork in close cooperation ni th them 
and to keep them informed of all hie activities in TTashingt on . It was agreed that 
these and other matter s be further discussed at a meeting to be held the follo\"l ing 
day at the Astor Hotel. A. Lourie 



STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 
# 46 

l.iilruTES OF :.;EETI HG OF TBZ OFFI CE COi,;i.iITT.EE 
OF THE Et,iERCENCY COl.il.;I'ITEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

- -
January 10th, 1942_ 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the 21ter gency Con:mittee for Zionist 
Aff a irs was held on Sati.:rday, J anuary 10th at 6 P.i;i. a t the Hotel Ast or . 

PRESEI>iT : Mr. Robert Szold (presiding) t/.eosrs. llublick, Goldstein, Levinthal , 
Uertheim, : ise; Mesdan:es Halprin, Jacobs, Pool . 

Messrs . Een Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie , Neumann . 

:BY INVITATION : Air . Shetzer 

Mr • .Ben Guri on said tha t he ;,as offici all y submitting t o t he Office 
Committee his cable to the Jeriish Agency requesting authorization to spend up to 
$1,000 a month for his expenses in An:erica. He again repeated that he r1anted t o 
wor k in close cooperati.:,n vi i th the E1tergency Ccmmi ttee and as:Ced for their speci-
fic d iroc tion.,, He said he \,as prepared to :..·eport directly t o any Committee 
17hich they might designate for this purpose but the one t~ing he \·1ould not do v,as 
to be r espons ible to one pe rson or to clear his appoint1tents through him. He 
further requested that the Office Committee authorize iJiss Cohen t o ac t as his 
secretary for a period of ten dayso 

There r,as considerable discussion on the manner in ,1hich cooperation 
bet neen !.ir. Ben Gurion and the Emer gency Committee could best be effec t ed. 

Judge Levinthal moved and Mrs . Pool seconded the follouing moti on: 
That the Chairman appoint three members of t.':le Office Col'.".mittee to be kno11n as the 
"Steering Committee II and that this Commit te£0 invi te all indiv~!lc1:r8-l members of the 
Eltergency Committee and also Mr. Ben Gurion /consult with t hemito inform them of any 
plan a ny one of them may have in connection \"/ith Zionist political activity. It 
was further agreed that Liiss Cohen act as l.ir. l!en Our1on 1 s secretary for a period 
of ten days ; the Coremittee t o continue to be responsibl e for Miss Cohen's salarYo 

Mr . Neumann reported on his interview r,ith llir . Stein.1-iardt . He said that 
Mr. Steinhardt ,1as reluctant to meet rli th any group officially repr esenting the 
Zionists but had said that he ,1ould meet with one or t 110 of the leaders of the 
moven:-ent separately. 

A. Lourie 

f 
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QONFJDENTIAI: # 48 

MINUTES OF MJii&INO OF THE 
AMERICAN P1EBAEHQX COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

January 14, 1942. 

A meeting of the American Emergency Oommittee for Zionist Affairs vas held 
on Wednesday, January 14th at 9100 p.m. at the office of the Committee at 
41 E. 42nd Street, New York, N.Y, 

!'BF!iEW'• Mr. Louie Lipsky (presiding), Messrs. Bubliok, Cruso, Furmansky, 
Gellman, Paul Ooldmru2, Kowalsky, Segal, \lertheim, Wise, 
Nesdamoil Benjamin, Halprin, Jacobs, Schoolman and Shulman, 
Messrs . Mereminsk:y, Naiditch, Weisgal, 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann. 

Dr. Josef Cohn, Mr, Isreeli, Dr. Roeenbluth 

RECONSTITUTION QB QOMMITI'EE 

It was agreed that official notices on the r econstitution of the Committee 
be sent to the various orgenizatione concerned and that they be asked to nominate 
their representrtives in accordance with the by-laws. As agreed, the ZOA shall, 
within a reasonable time, be entitled to ask for reconsideration of any of the 
by-laws since thl\t body was not represented at the meeting at which the by-laws 
were adopted. The by-laws are still to be examined by a legal sub-committee 
and submitted to the full Emergency and Office Committee for acceptance . 

The Secretary was asked to obtain the names of the party representatives 
on the Nominating Committee, to which each organization would nrune one delegate. 

JEWISH ARMY PRQP9&,I, 

The Ohairman said that it was desirable that the Emergency Committee 
define its policy more clearly in regard to the Jewish Army proposal. 

Dr. Ooldmsnn reviewed briefly the line adopted by the Sxecutive of the 
Jewi sh Agency in its negotiations with the British Government. The proposal 
finally had been for a fighting force of 10,000 men of which 5, 000 would be from 
Palestine and the rest from other countries, to fight wherever needed, This 
proposal was rejected by the British Government, The Emergency Oommittee 
should go on record as agreeing in principle with this proryosal - i.e. in favor 
of e Jewish army the nucleus of whioh should come from Palestine, but al so to 
include Jews from abroad who might be free to enlist in such an army. 

Mrs. Schoolman said that Hadaseah has gone on record as favoring the 
establishment at this time of a Jewish Military Force based on Palestine, and to 
include Jews from Palestine as \oiE!ll as other Jews who are free to enlist, but 
was against any recruiting in the U:aited states at this time. 

Mr . Bublick said thet Mizrachi also f avored the establlshnent of a 
Jewish Army based on Palestine, to be recruited elsewherd than 1n the United 
States. 

Mr. Mereminski said that the military force should be recruited from 
Palestine and from those in a position to enlist with the consent of their govern­
ments, and that,.,. should recruit in America when we receive the authority from 
the U.S. government. 
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Mr. Segal contended that 11Based on Palestine11 is not olear. 

Mr. Gellman stated that the resolution as adopted at the Commodore Hotel was 
submitted to and accepted by Wizrachi and if there were any changes made, at 
this t:iJlle, the new orooosal would have to be submitted back to his organization. 

Mr. Weisgal submitted that the formula adopted by the Jewish Army Committee 
was an acceptable one, but it depended on the manner of its execution. 

Mr. Furmansky referred to the work of the Heohalutz in training young Jews 
in this country who are ready to go to Palestine to fight or to work, and some 
of whom are st this time actually 0n their way to Palestine. 

Mr. Neumann put forward a proposal based on the following four ooints a 

l. That we favor and shall exert our best efforts to bring about the 
creation of a Jewish Army or Jewish Military Force to fight against the forces 
of agPression, side by side with the U,S.A ., Britain and their Allies, and 
under Allied Command. 

2. That we favor that the Jewish Army be organized to operate in 
Balestine and the Near East with PaleRtinian Jews as a nucleus . 

3. That we favor the enlistment in the Jewish Army of Jews from all 
parts of the world, whose services are not required by the countries of their 
citizenship or domicile and whose enlistment in a Jewish Army may be permitted 
and favored by the governments of their respective countries. 

4. that no campaign or propaganda for enlistment in the U.S.A. should be 
undertaken unless and until conditions here are right for it. 

Mr. Neumann added that American Jews should not be encouraged to enlist in 
a Jewish Army until we get the approval of the government. 

Discussion followed on the danger to Zionism in general in the attitude of 
those who felt that American Jews should not be encouraged to enlist in a 
Jewish fighting force, even if the American Government were favorable to such 
enlistment. The point was also made th~t if we approach Brest Britain with the 
idea that the JJ.rmy be composed of a nucleus of Palestinian Jews, and the remain­
der of Jews who for various reasons were not accepted by their countries of 
residence, it might prejudice our chances of getting a Jewish Army. 

Mr. Grossman said that the opinions exnressed by those members who oppose 
recruiting in the United States r epresented a danger to world Zionism, He 
appreciated that it might be difficult for American Zionists to approach the 
American Government with the idea of a Jewish Army, but it should be the duty 
of the Jewish Agency to do so , 

Mr. Cruso said thet he was fully in agreement with Dr. Goldmann and 
Mr. Grossman, and is op•,osed to ooints 2 and 4 of Mr. Neumann's proposal. 

be 
MrA. Halprin urged that the prooosal· / for an Army based on Palestine , but 

there should be no thought of recruiting in this country in present cirOWll­
stanoes. She thought that in this matter only American Zionists should speak 
for American Jews to the American Government, and that the Jewish Agency or 
any other boey had no right to speak for us. 
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It was agreed that the following prooosal be edited by the Office 
Cbmmittee and submitted to the various organizations incorporated in the 
Emergency Committee , and returned to the Committee for confirmation t 

"To favor an effort to secure the right to form a Jewish army, 
mobilized and organized in Palestine, to be composed, first of the 
nucleus of Palestine Jews who have already enlisted or will enlist 
and, second of other Jews in the world who may legally be free to 
enlist in such an army , which shall fight under Allied Oommand for 
the surviv4 of the .W.sh people and the preservation of democracy. " 

The meeting adjourned at 12115 p.m. 

A. Lourie 
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. Qo'&FIDENTIAL J'k1(e.o. > 

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MES'J'JNO 
AHERIQAN OOJRCENQY Q<J.1MITM FOR ZIONIST AFFAI&S 

JonuAa .ls, 104g. 

A meeting of the Office Oommittee of the Am.rican Emergency Oommittee for 
Zioniet Affaira was held on January 16, 1942 at 4150 p.m. at 41. Ea.et 42nd St.,NYO. 

PRF§OO• 

Dr. Wise ( presiding), MBssrs. Gellman, Ooldstein, Levinthal, Wertheimy 
Mesdames Halprin, Jacobs, ShuJrnen, 

Messrs. Goldmann, Lourie, Neumann, Weisgal. 

BRPRl' FROM MB, BEW'QURION 

Dr, Goldmann gave a resume of a written report from Mr. Ben-Ourion on 
conversations he had had with members of Colonel Donovan's office in Washington. 

LfflER FRAM JE){ISH ARMY QOMMITTEl!j 
A furt.her letter from the Jewish Arm1 Oommitt ee dated January 14, 1942 

was circulated. Judge Levinthal reported that the ZOA Executive at its recent 
meeting had unanimously resolved that the Emergency Oommittee be urged to seek an 
agreement with the Army Ooiprnittee on the basis of Mr, Lipslcy1s proposal, that 
proposal aimed at securing an executive for the Army Oommittee which should be 
acceptable to the Iimergency Committee. Judge Levinthal also reported that many 
resolutions and letters had been received from Zionist districts protesting 
against the failure of the ZOA to associate itself with the Arm, Oommittee cam­
paign. Many editorials had appeared in Zionist papers in support ot the Army 
Oommittee and he had only just succeeded in stopning the Masada from printing an 
editorial in their Joumal attacking the Zionist leadership "for letting the 
Revisionists steal the show," 

Mr. Wertheim urged that there be no further negotiations with the Jewish 
Army Committee. 

Mr. Weisgal and Dr. Goldmann supported the proposal that discussions con­
tinue with the Jewish Ar-my Committee with a view to arriving at a list of exeou­
tivei,, all of wbcll should be acceptable to the Emergency Committee. 

Mr. Gellman added that this was a Revisionist enterprise and that if it 
was desired to kill Revisionism it was essential that the Emergency Committee 
should participate in the Army Oommittee and take over effective control. 

Mr. Neumann said that one had to accept as a fact that the Ar-my Committee 
had won the sympathl of the J evish "man in the etreet. 11 The Yiddish press was 
1¢.ving them full support, and they took the line that while they knew who were in 
effeot behind the Jewiah Army Committee, it was necessary for the Zionists to get 
in and take control. The attitude of the ZOA Executive when speaker sf'ter speaker 
had supported the prooosal in favor of an agreement with the Army Committee, was 
illuminating and it should be added that a motion hed been adopted there, that if 
the Emergency Committee discontinued negotiations the ZOA should, on its own, seek 
an egr&a11ent with the Army Oommittee. 
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Mr. Wertheim said that under no oirCU111stanoes would the Poale Zion associate 
themselves in an agreement vi.th the Army Oommittee people even 1f this meant 
vitbdraval of the Poale Zion from the Dnergenoy Committee. The Poale Zion was 
~ to fight the A.rmy Committee in every oity. 

Mre. Halprin said that Hadassah "88 also very strongly against an agreement 
vi.th the Army Committee, but she depreoated both the idea of separate negotiations 
by the~, and the attitude of the Poale Zion in threatening withdrawal. This 
line of action could only lead to ohaos and the disruption of the C0111111ittee. 

Dr. Goldmann supported this point or view. There was no use talking of 
Zionist unity if we retort with threats of withdrawal every time an 1.mporiant 
issue came up. On the other hand, an unfortunate position would arise if the 
ZOA pursued diaoussions on its own. He added that he was entirely in favor or 
negotiations with the Ar'f1J1 Committee but did not see how these were possible 
against the opposition or two or the groups represented on the Committee. Aocord-­
ingly, he felt the best wa, out was the creation of our own Amy Committee. 

Judge Levinthal said that w should not be afraid to eit down with the 
Army Committee people though we should be suspioious or t~ and we must be sure 
that we obtain the necessary safeguards and that it was not merely formal put 
actual control which must be sought. He had seen Mr.Ben-OUrion in Washington 
and the latter haa told him that if Mr. Lipsky1s condition was fulfilled, i.e. 
the exagutiye persgnne1 were acceptable to the Emergency Committee, he would not 
raise any objection. 

Dr. Goldstein considered that it was a little surprising that a member of the 
Emergency COIDlllittee should make a proposal for the WA to continue discussions on 
its own against the view of the Emergency Committee. He urged that the only w~ 
to esoape from the oul de sac in which we now find ourselves was to initiate real 
aotion. 

Mrs. Jacobs urged that everything reasonably possible be done to achieve 
unity and to do awa, with the spectacle of internal dissension. 

Mr. Nevrnann referred to a remark of Mr. \'/erthe1.m 1s in which the latter had 
said that he was not averse to seeking an arrangement with the Revisionists 
wherebf they return to the Organization. Mr. Neumann thought that the time was 
ripe for some step in this direction. Be mentioned a talk with Dr. Akzin in this 
oonneotion. 

Mrs. Halprin said that Hadassah also thought that this might be a good time 
to discuss with the Revisionists the question of their return. As to the Army 
Committee matter, the attilude of the OOA and Poale Zion had brought in new 
factors. She suggested that the members of the Committee go baok to their groups 
with a view to seeking new instructions and that the matter be dealt with again 
at the Office Committee meeting on tµe following Thursda,. 

;2EBOOW: SJJB-QOMHIT'.IE& 

Mr. Neumann reported on behalf or this Committee vhioh cahsists of himself, 
Mrs. Pool and Mr. Sr.old. The Oommittee was not yet prepared to make a recommenda­
tion regardizlg a man for Washington, but it was agreed that an administrative 
assiatant be secured to relieve Mr. Neumann as far as possible of routine work. 
Two names were suggested, one of whioh met with some opposition. It was agreed 
that Mr. Neumann investigate f\lrther the possibility of engaging Mr. P. 
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Dr. ,,1ise said that 1n the circumstances disclosed the salary offered 
should not exceed $3,ooo per annum. 

HADASSAH ACTION RE AID TO UNITED STATES IH MIDDLE EAST 

It was reported that Mrs . Pool had been in Washington that day. She had met 
with George Moore of the Red Cross and also Major Riggs and Colonel Chickering 
of the Near East Division of the war Department and had discussed with them way-s 
1n which the Hadassah might provide effective help to American missions 1n the 
Near end MidcUe East. It was sug~ested that these discussions might be of inter­
est to the Hechalutz who were seeking to send members of their organization to 
Eritrea, Egy,,t, etc. in connection with American directed army and quasi-army 
~•orks in those areas. 

It was agreed that the Office Committee meet again on the following 
Thursday, January 22, 1942 at 4130 p.m. 

Arthur Lourie. 



CONFIDENTJAI, #48 (0 , 0, ) 

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE 
AMERICAN El~ERQ;,NCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

January 22, 1942, 

A meeting of the Office Committee was held on Thursday, January 22, 1942 
at 4130 p.m. at 4l East 42nd Street , 

PRESENT t Mr, Lipsky (presiding)1 Messrs . Bublick, Oruso, Goldstein, Levinthal, 
Szold1 Mesdames Halprin, Jacobs, Pool. 

Messrs , Ben-Ourion, Goldmann, Lourie, Neumann, WeisgaJ.. . 

By invitation, Mr. Kri tzer, Mr. Isreel.i, 

The meeting was called for 4t30 but 0~1ing to the lack of a quorum did not 
begin until ep.m, Mr, Lipsky read a lengthy agenda and it was agreed that theL·n 
should be a further meeting of the Committee the following day, at l t45 P,m, 

NEw YORK T)11ES EDITORIAL 

The Anti-Zionist editorial in the New York Times was fully discussed . 
It was urged that that editorial had created an atmosphere which offered an 
opportunity for a vigorous campaign on behalf oif the Jewish Army, It was agreed 
that I 

1) A letter be prepared for publication in the New York Times, to be 
signed by Dr , Wise . 

to 
2) A public meeting/be devoted primarily to the Army issue be arranged 

for Carnegie Hall on Wednesday, February 4, 

3) An energetic propaganda C8.1Dpaign in favor of the Jewish Army idea be 
initiated by the Emergency Committee through the organizations. 

U) Telegrams should be sent out over Senator Wagner's signature to 
members of the American Palestine Committee en:Listing their support for 
t he Jewish Army idea. 

5) An advertisement 'Nhioh might be linked up -.4th the Oarnegie Hall 
meeting should be placed in the New Yo~k Times , or possibly some other 
newspaper. Mr, Szold and Mrs , Pool voted against this proposal . 
Mr. Ben-Ourion wa~ against the use of the name of the Emergency Committee 
in connection with such an advertisement . 

B) An appropriation not exceeding $10,000 be made for the purposes of the 
campaign, and a sub-committee to consist of Mr, Neumann , Mr. Weisgal, 
Dr, Goldmann and Mrs, Hal.prin plan the budget in respect of the campaign, 
for submission to the meeting the next day, 

JEWISH ARMY COMMITTEE 

It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Jewish A'rmy Committee indi oating 
that its most recent proposals embodied in a letter dated January 14th are not ac­
ceptable to the &ner gency Committee, and putting an end to fur ther negotiations . 

Mr. Ben-Our1on asked to have r ecorded with the minutes of the previous 
meeting , a letter which he had sent to Judge Levinthal on this questi on, 

A. Lourie 



QONFIDENTXAI: 
# 49 (o.o.) 

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE 
~EROENQY COMMITTEE FOR ZTOMIST AFFAIRS 

January 25, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee was ha.ld on Friday, January 25, at 
1145 p,m. at 41 East 42nd Street. 

PBFSJ:NT• Dr. Goldstein ( presiding); Messrs . Cruso, Szold1 Mesdames Halprin, 
Jacobs, Pool. 

Messrs. Ben-Ourion, Goldmann, Lourie, Neumann, Weiegal. 

MASS J.fEFfl'ING QI) ARMY PROPAGANDA 
It was decided that a Zionist mass meeting devoted primarily to the 

E1Uestion of a Jewish Army should be held in Carnegie Hall on February 4th. A 
sub-committee composed of Mr. Weisgal, Mrs. Halprin, Dr. Goldmann and Mr. Newnam 
shall arrange the program, 

The , ,hole question of propaganda and publicity for a Jewish Army was 
discussed. It was agreed that a vigorous campaign was essential. Whether or 
not advertising space be taken in connection with the campaign was to be le~ 
to the discretion of the sub-committee after ~eeing how far they are successfUl 
in obtaining publicity in other we.ya, 

The sub-committee was authorized to prepare a program on the basis of a 
budget not to exceed ~10,000 in connection with the campaign for a Jewish Army. 
They are authorized to spend ~5,000 of this immediately (incluaive of the mass 
meeting at Carnegie Hall) without further authorization from the Office Committee. 

PUBLIQ RS,ATIQNS 

The Public Relations Committee was authorized to appoint a sub-committee to 
deal with the publication of headline books. Thie Committee was authorized to 
spend up to ~2,500 for the purpose of such publications. 

ECONOMIC ADVISES 
Mr. Szold suggested that the Committee consider the advisability of having 

a man in Washington who should be able to i.."lform the Emergency Committee of 
economic and industrial developments as affecting Palestine. In this connection 
the U.S. Near Eastern missions in Eritrea, Egypt and Iran might be of great 
interest to us. 

It was decided that the Office Oommitteeshould meet again on the following 
Monday, January 26, 1942. 

A. Lourie 
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MINUTF§ OF OFFICE OOMl,iIT'I'JGE MEETING 

AMERICAN fflfIBQENQY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

M,;,panx, January 26, 1942 

,r,o (o.c.) 

A meeting ot the Office Committee was held on Monday, January 26, 1942. 

PBFflENTt Dr. Israel Goldstein, presiding; Ar. Gellman, Mr. Cruso, Mrs. Halprin, 
Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. Pool. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann , 

MQ(ORIAL SERVICES FOR CHIEF RABBI SCHORR 
It was agreed that the Emergency Committee participate officielly to­

gether with the World Jewish Congress and the Polish....Tewish .Federation in a 
memorial serv-ice to the late Rabbi Schorr, to be held at the Congregation 
Kehillath Jeshunm n~ Sund~ afternoon at 4 p.m. Dr. Wise would speak as 
Chairman of the Emergency Committee. 

XIPPISU PRF.SS CONFERENCE 

Mr. Neumann reported on a luncheon conference with Yiddish editors in 
which he and Mrs. Halprin had taken part and at which there had been a full 
discussion on the action taken and to be taken by the Emergency Committee in 
regard to the Jewish Army issue. 

The :representatives of the Yiddish press had asked that they be sho'tltl 
privately the exchange of correspondence between the Emergency Committee and 
the Army Committee. Thi.a was agreed to, subject to the condition that the 
correspondence should not be published, .Moreov·er, copies should not be sent to 
the editorial otfioes, but should be shown to them personally at a suitable 
opportunity. 

The Yiddish editors had also suggested that their papers run a campaign 
for signatures to a declaration in favor of th~ Jewish Army. Following a dis­
cussion in which it was urged that it might be dssil.-able that there be a large-­
scale campaign of this kind conducted under the aegis of the &nergency Committee, 
but that the matter should be discussed at a larger meeting of the committee, 
it was agreed that the proposal that the Yiddish press donduct a petition 1n 
their columns be approved. The declarations are to be :returnable to the paper• 
themselves and not to the Emergency Committee. It was further agreed that there 
be a call to action to Zionists in regard to the Army Committee matter to be 
drafted by Dr. Wise, Mrs. Halprin and Mr. Neumann. 

HBQE;NQI OOMMI'ttEfl QOMMUNIOUF.S FOR JEWISH PRESS 

Mr. Gellman reported that he had just returned from the Middle Weat where 
he had found that in general very little was known of the work, or even of the 
exutenoe ot the Emergency Committee. It was unanimously agreedt 

1) That the editors of the various Zionist journals be asked to priht 
vommuniques f'%-om time to time dealing with the work of the committee and to be 
issued to them by the committee, 

2) That arrangements be made to distribute a confidential report on the 
...ork of the oommittee to a select list. 
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.TEWISH AF1MY RESOLUTION BX QONQBFMMAN S()tF,RS 

Mr. Neumann reported that statements had appearid..in the Jewish press 
that Oongres8111an Somers was proposing to p'lll5h forward with his resolution on 
the Jewish Army and that he cla.imed to have substantial. support in Congress. 
Mr. Neumann had subsequently spoken to Congressman Somers 1 secretary and had 
expressed doubts as to the advisability of trying to push the resolution at this 
time. He had also explained to him the position with regard to the Jewish Army 
Committee, on whose beha1f Oongressman Somers was speaking that day in Phila­
delphia. Mr. Neumann expected to be in Washington on Wednesday and asked for 
directions in talcing the matter up f'urther with Congressman Somers. 

It was agreed that efforts should b~ made in Washington to ascertain 
the chances of passage of such a resolution. It should be indicated to the 
Congressman that it ..ould be desirable to be sure in advance that the State 
Department loOUld not put obstacles in the way of the resolution for in that event 
the rejection would constitute a set-back which might cause serious harm, 

PEIEOATION TO VISIT ENQI·ANP 

Dr. Goldmann reported that a request had come from London that a 
leading American Zionist vieit England to open the Keren Hayesod campaign and 
at the same time to talce the opportux)ity to conduct political conversations. 

It was moved by Mrs. Pool and unanimously agreed that Rabbi Silver, '410 
had already been a\,roachedo/1iight be available for a visit of tw or three weeks, 
be urged to underthlce this mission. 

20th ANNIVERSARY U, S, CONGRESS RESOLUTION_ .. 

On the proposal of Mr. Neumann, it was decided in principle that a 
plan should be prepared for the suitable recognition of the 2':lth anniversary of 
the U.S. Congress resolution approving the Balfour Declaration. 

Q&BNEOIE BAIJ, ffli'J'!NO 

Mr. Neumann raised the question of speakers for the meeting at Carnegie 
Hall on February 4th. The meeting deoided against ·an invitation to Congress­
man Somers. It -was agreed that Mr. Neumann and Mrs. Halprin should have a talk 
with Mr. Van Paassen, and if satisfied that it '<IIOuld lead to cooperation on hie 
part with the Emergency Oommib!lee and would not be used by Mr. Van PB.l}ssen to 
further the interest~ of the Army Committee, they should invite him to speak at 
the Carnegie Hall meeting. 

It was al.so agreed that either Rab'c:d. Silver or Rabbi Lie.bman of Boston 
be asked to speak at the meebing1 also Mr. Ben-Ourion, alternatively- Dr. N ahwn 
Goldmann. 

STATUS OF MR, NEOONN 

It was agreed that this matter should be the first item on the agenda 
of the next meeting. 

SIGNATURE OF QHEQKS 
It wee agreed that pending the appointment of a treasurer end of a func­

tioning budget committee, Mr. Gellman be authorized to sign checks on behalf of 
the committee, together with the existing signatories. 

A. Lourie 
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11.INUTES OF TliE ~.ELTi i~G OF TiiE PUBLIO RELATIOilS OOM!,ITTEE 

HELD 11,0HDAY, JAIIDARY 26, 1942, 8 : 3~ P.M. 
AT TliE n01.E OF MR. A , IDLili , 330 ii , 721ID STREET 

----------------
PRESEHT: Mrs . Halprin (in the chair) Mrs, .?ool, J11.1se Kross , !,,rs, Rosensohn ; 

u.essrs , Chaim Greenberg, Gurfein, Neuruanu, Rosenblatt. 

ADDITIOiiAL li.i.?.iBiRS : 

&ir , Nellroann reported a letter had been received from Judge Rifkind de­
finitely declining to serve, while ~r. Se.ohs stated that he would like to dis­
cuss the matter , 

It was decided to recommend to the Office Comruittee to consider the 
naming of Mrs , Tourover of \7ashington, D. 0, , and possibly also l...r , &lark Eisner , 

OO11'.ll',ITTEE ON CliiUSTIAN CLERGY: 

Mr , r1eumann reported that Rabbi Ira Eisenstein and Rabbi 'lbeodore Lewis 
had agreed to coopera te with Dr . l,,il ton Steinberg in l.llApping out a campaign of 
education among t he clergy. A meeting of this special committee is t o be held 
shortly, 

SHORT-WAVE BROADCAST TO PALESTiiiE: 

Aiir , l~eumann reported that Prof. \1 , F. Albright and Dr . Arthur Upham 
Pope had agreed to serve on a small committee to supervise short-wave broadcasts 
to ?alestine in Hebrew, 'lbe matter would now be pursued further . 

REPRI11TS; 

l . Chapter XI - Wythe Williams book: ~~ . Neumann r eported that 
Mr . Wythe Williams had agreed to o.ake a condensation of Chapter XI of his book , 
"Riddle of the Reich" , and t hat a reprint would be made thereafter in accordance 
Vii th t he previous decision, 

'/. 2 . Reprint of Dr, JJczin 1 s article in harper's - "The Je,·:ish Ctuestion 
After the War" - were available and r.ould be distribu+.ed, 

OORRES?OlillENOE WITli liR, BILLIKOP~: 

idr. l,eumann reported that !,Jr, Billikopf was following the work of the 
Committee closely , returning the minutes with many interesting and valuable 
annot ati ons , Re hoped to have a meeting with t-1r , Billikopf soon to discuss sev­
eral of the suggestions made by the latter . 

CO1"7ii..RENOE WI TH t..R . El2.Y!m BERRA.YS : 

Mr , l{eumann reported on a conference he ,l8.d with Mr. Bernays following 
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• t he suggestion of Judge Levinthal. : . .r . !ernays suggested that the pr oper n:ethod 
of procedure was t c engage a f irm of public relations specialists to make a sur­
ve7 for the .Einergency Committee and formulate a general plan of action and speci­
fic recommendations . 

The Oommi ttee felt that such a survey ,:ould involve a considerable 
cost, while it is difficult to judge its ultimate value in advance, No action. 

u~. DAS 0~ ~EA.1{ EAST: 
lilr. lieumann reported that Dr . DlSi W,.O is giving gr adUtl.te courses a t 

Ci ty College on the political problems of the 1lear Fast , intends to prepare a 
summary outline of a book that he would like to 1?rite on that subject, The out­
line would be made available t o the members of the Coll\Ulittee if and when it is 
f)repared, 

ZIO:NIS'i' ARTICIZS: 

lvtr. Newnann reported: 

l , Life ~;a,gazine - Ben-Gurion article - An ar ticle on Jewish war 
efforts i n Palestine , over t he signature of &,r , Ben-Gurion , had been submitted to 
Life Magazine , which is now consider ing it . 

2 , Wythe ~illiams - LIBZRTY Magazine - ~/ythe ~illiams has agreed to 
wri te an article for Liberty magazine on the sa01e subject , in the mar future , 

3, Dr , Hiebuhr 1s paper, ChriotianitY.J!!ld Crisis, has accepted an 
art icle on the Jewish Q;uestion and Zionism , written by Eugene Kohn and edited by 
Mr . Israel Goldberg. 

4, The Nation has a series of tr.o articles on the Jewish Question , 
by Dr . Niebuhr , These art icles had been seen by one of our friends before their 
submission t o The nation. They will appear in t he near future. 

H.C:..7 YORK TiwJS EDITORIAL, JAliUARY 22, on the 11Zio11ist Ar!.ll,Y.11 : In connection wi th 
t his editor ial , ~,r . ~, eumann reported: 

1. Dr . i-'e t egorsky had drafted Dr. ,i'ise I s reply ,·:hich was revised 
·oy rnr , Lipsky and !.,rs, :iie.lprin , and pr inted in The Times on January 26th. 

2 , An editor ial was prepared by l,,,r . i:•eumann wni ch was submitted to 
A,r , Uhl and printed in PM on Jar.uary 23rd . 

3. A letter for the signature of Senator Wagner has been drafted, 

4, Mr . Samuel Grafton of t he Post has pr omised 1,.r , 'weisgal t o write 
a column on the Jewish Army question, 

5, Boake Cart er has undertaken t o write a column in The M1rror. 

6, Hugh Johnson also has promised t o do a column on t his subject, 

, 7. i.ir. Frank Gannett , owner of a chain of nev:spapers , has advised 
his editors to favor our position on t ne J ewish Army, 

, 

-

., 
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8. .Arrangene:its are beinr:; :.ua.,'lt, ~., , ;, . .rt .$ 3 I a .Jy i n Carnegie 

Hall on February 4th. 

9 . Reprints of Dr . Wise 1s reply ~;id ·lihe t wo o:iitorials a-re 
being made. 

~ kit is being prepared for Zionists throughout the country, 
containing editorials f or out of town papers . addxesses, r adio speeches and 
other mater ial for publ ic rela t ions collllllJ. '~t«:i 1Js , L1c~:uding: 3. manual on :public 
relations . 

liEADLii.-lE BOOKS: • 

Mr. iJeumann reported that the Committee on Fublica tions was in 
favor of commissioning Marie Syrkin to v:rite a book on 11Palestine and The 
War 11 • The Oolllllittee felt that an effort should be made t o get either 
1,ir . William Hard or i.r. H. Po,1ell , or some other v.Ti ter to do t hat partic­
ular book, and that )...i ss Syrkin be invited t o ,1ri te some of the other head­
line books. In this connection Lir . Gurfein was to cor..iur.m1.cate with Mr. 
Powell . 

N. Y. U. FORUM OF THt AIR: 

Mr . Meumann had reported that A;r . Gurfein had secured t he con­
sent of the For um to place a half hour at our disposal on the evening of 
February 17th. The offer 11as accepted and arrangeme.1ts a.re being made f or 
a discussion on the "Situation in the Mear East 1 1

, or 1 ?o.les tine and t he 1':'ar 11

• 

YIDDISH JOURNALISTS PRESS COlmRENOE: 

Mr. Ueumann reported that ne had arranged for a press conf erence 
with the principal Yiddish writers on 1,-.onday, January 26t h. Other press 
conferences •111 be arranged. 

PROF . W, F. ALBRIGHT: 

Mr. Heumann reported on a successful luncheon addressed by Prof . 
!.!bright in Cleveland - at t he UP!. 1':ational Conference - wr.ich v,as a t tended 
by academicians and publicists. Prof. .Ubrigi1 t natl dec1 a.L ~ci. ,J'l!blic 1.f +,hat be 
.had been converted from cultural to political Zionism. ~fforts should be 
made to utilize his influence in academic circleso 

rm.AR EAST Q,UAR'l'I.RL:{: 

There was further discussion on this subject, following a report of 
Prof. Albright 1s affirmative opinion on this project . t t. >1a s a b1·~ed that the 
matter should be pursuE>d i'v.r '.her and varticularly that an effort be me.de to 
find a group of scholars interei,1i;ed in liear :Eastern yroblems who are friendly 
to the Zionist cause and willine; t o cooperate i 'l pr oducing such a Qµarterly, 

RADIO : 

~ discussion t oC1k: place on t he i mpo-:- t ance of developing a com-



• • • --4-

prehensive prcgram cf activities over the r adio net,;or ks . Judge Kross 
and t,;r , Gurfein volunteered t o study t he matter and bring their re­
commendations t o the Ccmmittee. 

STAl.LEY HIGl_!: 

It was suggested that Mr. Hilih be consulted v:itb a view t o 
securing his advice on our public rel~tions work and possibly hisser­
vices as a writer . 

FUTURE MEETil~GS : 

In view of the fac t t hat ~bbi Miltcn Steinberg could not 
attend meetings on t.,onday night I it was decided that future meetings 
be held on alternate !iionday afterncons at 5 :0C P, I:. , 

~eating adjourned. 

EA.AllUEL lffilJ'MAift~ 
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w:NU~ OF IJ6lllTING OF THE OFFICE 001.wlTTEl!l 
OF TBE Al4ERICAli EUERGENCY COWAiIT'iEE .roR ZIOUIST AFFAIRS 

January 29, 1942 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Alcerican Emergency Committee 
was held on January 29th, 1942 at 4: 30 P. M. 

PliESEl:1T: Dr. Wise (presiding) Messrs. Cruso, Gellman, Goldstein; Mesdames 
Halprin, Schoolman. 

Messrs. llen Gurion (later), Lourie, Neumann 

PIJBLIC BELATIOllS COWiIT:'EE 

It was agreed that lJrs. Tu.rover be nominated to the Public Relations 
Committee; also Mr. Mark Eisner and Profeesor Fineman, if willing. 

STATUS OF UR. NEt.11.Wm 

Mr. Neumann said that he had been with the Committee for some months now 
but that his status had not been clarified" In additi on there were questions of 
salary which had to be setfled. It ~111 be recalled that he had been originally 
engaged on a part time basis with a possibility in mind that he might also con­
tinue his private law practice, In fact, he had been giving all of his time to 
the work of the Committeel It was agreed that Dr. Wise should name a sub-com-­
mittee to deal with these questions and to report to the next meeting of the 
Office Committee. 

C.um:5:G:u} HALL laE.ETING 

Mr. Neurnenn ~eported that the Hall had been engaged, tickets were being 
distributed and action taken to publicize the meeting. In regard to program• 
Dt-. Wise would preside; Senator Pep~er had agreed to speak and also Mr. Ben Ourion, 
Neither Dr. Silver nor Babbi,, Lto·olillll<1.?: of Boston were available that night owi ng 
to previous engagements. As additi onal speakers a number of names were suggested 
as follows& ~illiam Green, Max Lerner, George .Backer, Frank Xinglon, President 
Shuster of Hunter College, i/aldo hank and Nahum Goldmann. Opinion was against 
invitations being sent to Congressman Somers and Mr, Van Pe.seen, The latter was . 
in a:ny case, speaking elsuwhere on behalf of Badassah that evening. 

Ur. Ne11rnann 't'eported that the Legionnaires wished. to attend the meeting 
as a distinctive group and to make a statement. It was agreed (Mrs . Schoolman 
contra) that they be allowed to make a brief staternent prepared in advar~e in con­
sultation with the Committee. 

JEWISH AlUiiY RESOLUTIOilS IN CONGRlilSS 

~. Ne11rnann ~ead a letter from Co~essrna.n Sou:ers from which it appeared 
that the l.rrtJ.y Committ ee had not had anything to do with his initiative in setting 
down the Congress resolution on the Jewish Liilitru-y Force, A8 regards pressing 
the Arm::, resolution, the desirability was again emphasized of ascertaining the 
chances of acceptance of such a reeulution by Congress. It was also s'l18g8sted 
that in a•p441g out the Administration it would be well to await the return of 
l,!r . .R.., 
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Mr. Neumann rGpo~ted that Ur. Boake Carter was writing a syndicated 
column on the Jewisil M:'.lita1-y 1101·::e the following day • 

w 
.. 
EMERClENCY COMLl!TTilE BESOLl?r'CON !G ABlC! 

A draft resolution 0 11 the attitu.d.e of t he :lbergency Committee to the 
Jewish Uilitary Force uassd on tho pr~poaal adopte~ subje~t to revision at the 
last meeting of the Full Commit,:,ee was cons1t'.o:-11d.. rt was a.t;reed that klrs . 
Halprin, Mr. Neumann and Lir . Lo1il'le sh.:,U:i.d :;.ru·pa,'l:l a fu.;:-t:.ier dr~ t in the light 
of the discussion for subm·i. ss ton to the nexc !ll.l~ ti~ of t!11, ]\111 Commit tee. It 
was also agreed that. for the Carni,gia llall itt=.1/.tiag n. 1·e11olution be prepared su~ 
porting the right of the Yishuv to fi6ll,t as a se,:parat!3 miltta::y force under its 
own flag"l. 

CALL TO ZIONISTS 

Mr . lieumann read a draft 1!call to Zion"i s ts r: to be signed. by Dr. \/ise and 
the heads of the organizations. There was some discussion as to the nature of 
the action in favor of the army pro-posal that should be Ullde1·taken a t this tiDB • 
It was suggested that what was needec'.. ,1.:r s'i: 1;a s a Ccl.lllpaign of ed~i on amongst 
the Zionists themselves bi...t it wa11 pointed out t,hat vtork along t hese lines had 
been going on for the last year in ,:,he Zionis~ press and cu tha Zionist platform. 
Thus in January, 1941, the United Palestine J.p;'t':al con·(enti.on had adopted a reso­
lution in f1vor of a Jewish Military Force. f::imtle.I'ly at the Zionist Crganiza,,. 
tion convention in September and at otl:e·r m'=>u7-lngs. i'1le s~atementS by Dr. Weizmann 
Lir . :Sen G\lrion and Dr. :aerna:i:d Joseph on the subject had also been given wide 
publicity. It seemed to be agreed that •,:hat was wanted nQ•N was to educateor non,. 
Zionist sopinion . As to 4

;• !; action to that end, the :pcint was ma.de by Mrs. Halprin 
that the t i me wa.s not ripe for a dramaticcall involving deluging of Congressmen 
with teeegrams ,~The work, ehe urged, should be undertaken ·o'Y\J ordinary public 
relations lines which might , , of course, include public me~tings and suitable 
approaches to the -press. It was agreed that Mr&. Halprin, Mr. Gellman, l.ir. Cruso 
&nd Mr. Nemna~ ·ot> CC'n1>t l t,J.t':ld a sub-committee to i"ef,,rmulate the call the ~he 
Zionisi; public4 

REPORT BY MR. BEN GURI ON 

Ur . Ben OUrion reported on an interesting though still highly confidential 
request to the Jewish Agency by the Navy. 

Re also r eferred to the recent terrorist acts in Palestine which had re­
sulted in the ki lling of three police office~s . The body responsible for this was 
a. section of the Irgun Zvai Leumi . That body had split and it was member s of the 

~>t....t.,(,.U...t"' a1 ndt!ltl' section which had perpetrated these acts. That section had a Nazi orienta... 
tion . It had sent a man to Syria so~e time ago to establishq~here a base for i ts 
activiti es . This man Ster n was menti oned in a recent news d i sp~tch as a suspect 
for whom the pol ice was searching. On the occupation of Syria tllese people had 
returned to Palesti ne . The majority section of the Irgun was not responsible fo r 
the murders but werari aking advantage of the terro r created by the other faction 
to extract money by thr eats . In answer to a question he ea.id that these groups 
were not today affiliated ~1th the Revi sionists. 

LETTER FROM DR. SILVER 

Mr. N1mmenn r ead a letter f r om Dr. Silver urging that action be t aken wi th 
the Amer ican Jewi sh Commi ttee wi th reference to the lett er of Professor Morris 
Cohen supporting the Ti mes editorial. 

I t was agreed that there be a mee ting of the ful l Committee on Thursday 
as Februar y 5 at 8130 and a meeting of the Office Commi ttee on .i'ri li.81, Feb. 6 a t 1:/s 
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CORRECTION OF MINUTES 

In the minntes of the Office Committee meeting of January 2C 
under the heading of "Jewish Army Co.a:n~t".;ee!! i t should have been 
recorded that Judge Levinthal voted against termination of the negotio.-
tions with the Je,..ish .il:.rmy Ooinmittee . • 

A. Lourie 



CONFIDENT.uIL ,r52 

M!Nt?rf,S OP' OP.'FIQE COMUITTEE ~:E'l:TINO. 
Af'ERICAN EMERO$NOY COMMITTEE FOR ZIOIUST AFFAIRS 

fildat, Feb;ruo~r 8, 194&, 

A meeting of the Uffice Cl:>mmittee was held on Friday, February 61 1942 
at 41 E. 42nd Street, New York City. 

PR~M• Dr. Wise (presiding), Dr. Gol:Btein, Mr. wertheim, Mesdames Halprin 
and Jacobs. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Nouman."l. 

REPORT OF CONVERSATION \iITH MR. VAN PAAS3EN 

Mrs. Halprin stated that Mr . Van Paasaen had informed one of the 
Hadassah boerd members that he had completely revised his opinion of the Jewish 
Army uommittee. He had discovered that le·tters and telegr wns had been sent out 
under his nam~ ~~thout his approval . He knew nothing of the negotiations which 
had been proceeding between the Army Commi t t l'.e and t he Ece:t>gency Committee. He 
was now satisfied wh&t the people behL"ld t he group were fascist in character. 
He was resigning from the Army Committee on Mo~iday. 

CONFIRMATION OF BY-MVS 

./ 

It was agreed, in accordance with a -vP-rbal communication from Judge 
Levinthal to the secretary, that a clause be inrerted in the by-laws which should 
come up for final confirmation at the next me~t ing of the full committee, that 
the organizations represented on the committee be allowed to name proxies to 
attend in the olace of representr.tives of any group unable to attend at a parti­
cular meeting. 

ST,.TUS OF MR,.._NEUMANN 

The chairman stated that he was appointing Dr. Goldstein, Dr. Nah'Ulll 
Goldmann and Mrs. Halorin who, together with himself, would act as a sub-committee 
to make a recommendation in this matter. 

POLITICAL MATT~RS 

(a) Mr . Neumann reported that Ambassador Steinh&rdt would be leaving 
this weelG-end to take uo his duties in Turker, A number of memoranda had been 
submitted to him for his consideratioh. It had bee~ suggested to him t hat he 
might find it of interest to make contact with Mr. Sha.rt.-,k, and he had also been 
informed that Mr. Eliahu Epstein was in Anka~~ as a ~~presenta~ive of the Agenoy . 

(b) Army resolution before Congres~\ I+, was agreed that inquiries be 
made among our friends in Washington as to ~he possibil ity of fBll'orable action 
by Oongress on a resolution in support of a Ja~ish army; also that the matter be 
discussed with Mr. Sumner Welles. Mention was made of t he fact that Congressman 
Somers was know for his anti-New Deal position. 

(o) Jewish Army Campaign• A letter fromSenator Johnson of Colorado in 
answer to the Times editorial had been circulated by Mr. Neumann 1e department . 
The Times had failed to publish Senator Johnson's reply. The editorial in PM and 
certain other material had also been circulated. It was prooosed to release on 
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'fuesday or Wednesday messages iJ'lioh Senator Wagner had received in reply to his 
recent telegram on the Je-,r.:..1:1h A:x-.::.,y . Ur. Neu'Jla;1;. 1s dapartmer.t had prepared a lo': 
of material for distribution, includi ng ooints for letters, radio talks, feature 
writers, eto. 

d) Oall to Zionists • A ravined draft wc..!l r.eady, It was agreed that the 
final version should go out O"l Mon<iay, signnd 'vy the head3 of the organizations. 
Certain amendments Wfire r,::-ooce.id including -ine (:!l'!l,1hasizing the importanoe of the 
work being carried on through and with the o!'fic:ial Zionist bodies . 

PUBLIC BBI,A'l'IONS QO+'-O!ITTEE 

Mr. Wertheim referred to a meeting of :?.:i.oniats which Mrs . Pool had 
callrl in Chioago for public r13lations purpost1s, Judge Fis~ct had put up a 
strong opposition to the establishment of any p~iblic relatis>ns committee there. 
He regretted to say that Mrs. Poo1 1s pronosal had Leen negatived, and urged that 
the matter be taken up e.gain with the Chica&> Zionist lead::,rs. 

T?I,EORAM FROM DR..!.JlQt,DmN: 

Mrs. Halnrin said she understooc t~u, t letcors hcd been i-ecei•red by the 
Committee prior to the Ce:megie Hall mue\.i.-i6 from Dr , S~lomon Goldman and from 
Judge Fisher. She felt tha·I; these sho-...ld hay,3 been c:Lrculoted to the members 
since they bore on the desirabili ty of organi.zi.-ig sue~ a meeting at all, 
Mr. Neumann stated that as far as he was aware no su~h letter had been received 
from Judge Fisher. A wire had come from Dr. Cloldman when the nreparations for 
the meeting were well advanced, speakers had ~een engag~d, and thg office ~as 
working at full pressure, and he regretted that by an ovs:;:l'light the wire had not 
been c:1.:r~lated, 

INFORMATION LETT~ 
Reference was again made to the oronoaal which had been favored at the 

previous meeting for a regular (possibly monthly) summary of current developments 
which should be circulated in the form of a oonfident;.a1 bulletin. 

With regard to the distribution of ~lch a bulletin Mr. Neumann said 
that he was loath to deal directly with the constitu.er.ci ea (1,e. the various 
public r elations Committees) although Rabbi B:reslau hatl urged last year that the 
Emergency Committee should undertake such dirt:1ct communications , 

It was agreed that the maintenance cf contacts ~rli:,h the Public Relations 
Committees through this bulletin should be g:.ven co11:iid"1:c·ac\.on by the Organiza­
tions. 

AN!~IVER3ARIES OF ZIONIST SIGUIFIQANCE 

It was stated that in the current ye3r thei-e would be oelebratedt 

a) the 25th anniversary of the Jewish Legion 
b) the 20th ann.iversary of the U .s. Oon(!:resa Resolution on the 

National Home policy. 
o) 25th annivereary of the Balfour Declaration. 

With regard to the first, Mr. Neuma-in asked for directions as to whethe~ 
an effort should be made to get Congress to reaffinD its oositio~ as of 1922. 
The changed politioal situation ..ould make such action more difficult, though on 
the other hand it might be easier 1n one way since what ....ould be aeked was a 
~ffirmation or a policy previously adopted. 
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Dr, Goldmann said that if it would require months of concentrated work 
to obtain the passi,ge of such a resolution he doubted the desirability of puttini:, 
all the streesoof our political work on this one jbb. It would be more impol'­
tant if we could obtain approval for a resolution on the Jewish Military Force , 

After further discussion it was agreed that there would be no objection 
to consulting the majority and minority leaders on the matter. So far as the 
State Department was concerned, however, th& c:tly point to be taken up with them 
at this stage should be that of the attitud~ of the administration to the reso­
lution in regard to the Jewish military forcP . It was also agreed that it would 
be desirable to arrange for speeches in Congress on the anniversary of the 
passage of the resolution. 

It was further agreed that efforts should be made to arrange a national 
radio hook-up in cOit1Demoration of the anniversary of the OongressResolution. 

As regards the second, the Je'tlish Legion Anniversary, it was prooosed 
that a dinner be organized under the auspice~ of the Con:mittee, It was agreed 
that Dr, Goldmann, Dr. Goldstein, Mrs. Halprin and Mr. Wertheim, together with 
Mr . NeUJllann, should give consideration to t h~s proposal with a view to the 
possibility of arranging a dinner celebration, and reuort back to the Committee . 

LETTEF OF PROF· MORRIS COHEN TO TI!-:E3 RE JE1:I3H_ ARMY 

Two letters had been received from Dr . Silver urging that in view of 
Professor Cohen's official position on the Peace Institute of the .American Jewish 
Committee, the matter of his letter to the Times should be taken up officially 
with the last-hamed body, 

It was agreed that a communication be addressed to the Chairman of the 
American Jewish Committee to inquire whether the Profsssor1s letter had been 
'<ll'i tten with the sanction of the American Jewish Committee or of their Peace 
Institute of 'tlhich he was the chairman. 

COMMITXBE 'S r;,ESOLUTl?N ON JE\,ISH MILITAIY FORO~ 

A revised draft of the resolution provisionally adooted ht the last 
meeting of the full committee was read as followsi 

"tlE IT RESOLVED that the .American E:nergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs, representing the organized Zion~st movement in 
America, records its wholehearted Andors ement of t~e prooosal for 
the formation in Palestine of a Jewish military !orce to fight 
side by side with Gr eat Britain, the United States and the other 
United Nations . The Emer gency Committee wlll use its best efforts 
to secure for t he Jews of Palestine the r~ght to raise such a 
military force , to compr ise Palestinian Jews , including those 
already serving with Jewish unite in the Near East, and such 
Jews from other oountrles, including atateless Jews, as may be 
legally fr ee to enlist in such a Force, r. 

A l etter was read f r om Judge Levinthal critioi cing the inclusion of the 
reference to "stateless Jews". It was pointed out that at the meeting of the 
full committee at 'Which the matter was considered, a heated discussion had taken 
place on this point , and it was then decided to include such a r eference in the 
r esolution. The resolution aa r ead was r ecommended for adopti on to the .f'ull. 
committee . 
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PRESS ITEMS 

Mr. Neumann r e.-orted that Mr. Frank Gannett had come out in wholehearte,'. 
support of a Jewish Military Fo,ce and h!l.d pubJ.i~hed an excellent leader on the 
subject ( which will be circul9.'i:.ed) in h;.s e,h;,.1~1 of newspapers . A press confer­
ence was also planned on the same subject in thP. near .future, 

COMMITTEE FOR A Jfa/ISH ARMY 

Mr. Neumann reported that from infc?"llstion received by him, the Co11UOi~ 
tee apparently had a good deal of money to &!l~.:1d. 'l'o the five roou.s they were 
already occupying, they were now add.ing a fu.:•i;her three . He had been informed 
that they had $l5,000 with which to work and were spending at the r ate of 
~10,000 a month , Mr , Strelsin had given them money and had also secured money 
for them from others and they were now forming an E,xecutive Committee of fifteen 
members . Following the Emergency Committee conference with members of the 
Yiddish press , Mr . Grossma.~- on behalf of the Ar.:D.y CoDlilli~tee , had called a 
similar conference and read to them the excha~ge of corresoondence between the 
Emergency Committee end the Army Committee . He understood i1owever that 
Mr. Meckler of the Morning Journal 'rlOuld take the position that the ~arity pro-­
posal put forward by the Army Committee was one the Zionist leadership could not 
be exnected to acceot. 

Mr. Neumann added that the Zionists should be apPrieed of the character 
of the group behind the Anny Committee, but that he thought an open fight with 
them was undesirable, 

There was so~e discussion on Mr. Orossman1s action in joining the 
Army Committee. It was pointed out that he had been invited to attend the meet­
ing of the Office Committee at which a final de~ision was to be taken on the 
negotiations with the Army Committee, but tha·t be had failed to attend , 
Mrs , Halprin added that the Army Oommittee, in their approach to people, were 
going out of their way to poison them against the Zionist leadership . 

I t was agreed that a letter be sent to Mr, Grossman signed by Dr. t"ise, 
asking for an explanation of his action in Joining the Army Committee once he 
was a"1are of the attitude to that body of the Emergency Committee J and asking 
.further how he could reconcile his position as a member of the Army Committee 
with membership of the Emergency Oommittee. 

It ws " agreed that Dr. Cloldstein and !tr , Ueuma.:in should try to see 
Mr. Van Pae.seen, if possi.ble before Monday, as it was understood thet he was 
leaVing town that day . Refe;.•ence was made to 1-ir . Va."l Pactu<)an rs letter to the 
11Reconstructionist" i n which he stated that the Zionist lea1ership had last year 
i ntervie~,ed Lord Halifax and informed him that they were aga'\.nst raising a 
Jewish force . The '.·eoretery was instructed to search the minutes in order to 
see if there was anything in the reoord which n.ight have a bearing on this 
allegat ion . 

APPLIOATION§._F.:QIL~B':.RSHIP ON THE EMEROEt!OY OOi>~ITT'iE 

Letters were read fr om the Order dons of Zion and the Hapoel Hamizrachi 
asking for representation on the Committee . I t was stated that the Order Sons of 
Zi on has en agx-eement with t he 'l/JA in 1Serms of which t hey enjoy certain r epre­
sentati on on the committees of that body, but that they ooerate as a separate 
organizati on . I t was pointed out that if representati on were accorded the 
Order Sons of Zi on, other bodies l ike the National Wor kers Allianoe would also 
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seek representation, again, if the Hapoel Hamizrachi were included in the Cou.mit­
tee, grouos like Habonim and J;mior Hadsssah would also claim represent, tio~. r~ 
might ooen the way for an embar:rassing number of other applications . 

It was agreed that a letter be sent ~·-..> the bodie& com erned expressing 
regret that the Committee ...,as unable to acceci.e t.o their request, placing stress 
on the oolitical side of the Committee 1s work and urging that they seek represen­
tation through the Mizrachi and ZOA respectively. 

H$OHALtrrZ LOAN 

A. letter was read from the 11.echalut~ .. ·eq1.1esting tr.at the balance of 
es40 of an original loan of ql,840 mads tot~~ llechalutz by the Emergency Oommit­
tee in May 1940 be converted into a grant in ald. Griticjs.:n ...as expressed of the 
failure of the Hechalutz to c~7~J out its obligations . It was fin~~ly agreed 
that they be absolved from furtheI" oa.yments b11t that the opinion of the Committee , 
that their attitude indicated an imnroosr app1:eoiation of their responsibilities, 
be incoroorated in the letter to them. 

DISCUSSIONS .ml! NONZIO'. ·rsTs 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann reported on the meeting which httd taken place on 
Friday, January 50 bet...,ea::1 subcOl!llllittees of tne Zioni~t and non-Zionist negotia­
ting bodies . He read the draft proposals as thay now stoc,d. 

Unanimous agreement had been reached on the Galut~ issues . As regards 
the Palestine matters, Mr. Maurice ,;ertheim ( l:. h'3 non-Zi.oniRte had been represen­
ted by Mr. Wertheim, Mr. Medalie and Mr. Held) said that th~ non-Zionist 
negotiating committee wished the negotiation':I n,.1w to assume a more formal and 
official character; accordingly they were t1,!p.::,.s •.n5 the .~e:cican Jewish Oor.cmittee 
officially of the negotiations and further ctl~ou~eionp would be conducted on be­
hal! of the Oommittee itself. A sub-co.l.lllllittee hed now ::ieen appoL-ited bJ the 
American Jewish Oommi ttee to make redommendations to the full Executive Committee 
and only after consideration by that body would the discussions with the Zionists 
he resumed. That might take several weeks. 

Mr. Wertheim had urged that the Jeiri.ah ~rriry oropoeals should be taken off 
the agenda on the gxound that they had nothing t~ do with th~ Peace Program. P.e 
added that there was g~eat opoosition within the Q\)Jllmittee to that proposal. It 
was pointed out that since a united program of act:son was envisaged, ths failure 
to come to an agreerner.t on this particular Dllltti:r might be a sotµ'C(:j of friction, 
as it was not one which th:: 2.1.or,ists could g;-v., ·..ii, . :Ct }',3:! also been made clear 
by Dr. Goldmann that so fEu• cm tne Oommonweatl•,h 1.-.:JJ'.l was c?ncern1::d, if the non-­
Zionist reoresentativee CE!llle back ...,1th a negat-:i.Y!:l at-t,11..,,1~ ·.;o this also, it was 
as well that they should know that there woulu be no uasls for further discussions. 

VAAD BITAQWN 

A letter was read from the Vaad BitachJn st~ting that it had transmitted 
close to $451000 to Palestine but that ther,~ w'ls still outstanding i.P4, 000 due 
from Mizrachi (balance on a note), ~,500. frum the Labor Group, and, contingent 
upon the collection of these eUU1s, Hadassah was retaining ~15,000 promieed to 
the Vaad Bitachon. 

Mr. Wertheim said that it was imposaible to talk 0£ going out now for a 
further eenarate campaign for the Vaad Buaohon. They had had a combined campaig~ 
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with t he Heohalutz of the nrooP-eds of which, £,11,000 or f,1e,ooo had gone to the 
Hechalutz and the r est to Bitachon. They could not do any more , 

It was agreed that the matter ahoulc be refo.'lrred to Mr. Ben-Uurion. 

EXPENs-:;;s OF COMMODORE HQTS:L ,iE-,T1;.;o, 

It was agreed that Rabbi Heller should be re-1mbureed for expenses i n­
curred by him i n respect of the meeting called by Dr . Wise on December 18 at the 
0 otel Commodore , 

POLITICAL OOMMITTEE 
Mrs . Halprin urgP.d that a political committee be set up to give consider­

ation to a number of f\lndamen•;t·.l 11roblems , Thbre wer,~ a host of oommitteee which 
were giving thought to nost-war qudstions and :i.t was desirable that the Zionists 
should also do some thin~ing - e.g. on such matters as the Federation idea, the 
implicati ons of the Commonwealth pronosal, et~ . The Committee as presently 
constituted was swamned by matters of detoil and would always be so ewamned . 
Possibly this committee might be called a oost-~~~ aims committee. 

I t was agreed that the matter be def~rred to a fuller meeting and the 
hone was eXpressed that Mr , Ben-Gurion, Judge ~tivinthal and Dr/ Silver \IOUld be 
present at a discussion of this subj ect , 

A, Lourie 
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MINU'l!ElS OF MEETING OF PUBI,10 BEI,ATTONS OOw.iIT!I!EE 
lmI.D MONDAY, FEBmJARY 9 1 1942 1 at 5 P.M. 

At 4l last 42nd St., New York. 

~RESENT: Mrs. s. w. Halprin (in the obair), Mrs. Iav1d de Sola Pool, 
Dr. Milton Steinberg, Messrs.~. 1ulin1 D. Wertheim, nn&nuel 
Neumann; n.-. D. Pet&gorsk;y, by in'7"1.l;at.1on. 

Excuse for a;sence was received from Mr. M. Gurfein. 

OALL ro .AMERIO.AN ZIOiJISTS ON JEWISH MILITJJ.RY FCROE 

The final draft of the call to be issued by the .Emergens1 Oomnittee 
to all American ~onista on the subject of a Jewish t.;ilitar7 Force in Pales­
tine was read and certain ohangeO suggested. 

✓ OOMMI Tm ON OHRI STIAN CLERGY: 

• 

Dr. Ste:!.nbe"'.'g sueger.t fld. th.~t Ra~:i'l P!l:l.l '\.::, ] ::?'t' n<:: te:\.n, of :Rochester, 
who has a very intima.tt3 a.i.tl extensiv9 &cqUL\.'.i\l,auotl:Jh:l? a.--::10.Jg the Ohristian ., 
clergy, be asked to take ',he cbairme.nship of t~s Oomm1.'~ ;ee, on which Bab bi 
Ira Eisenstein and Rabbi Theodore Lewis h&d alread,Y agreed to work with Dr. 
Steinberg. 

Mr. NAtJroann reported that Rabbi :B3rnstein was prepared to coroe to 
New York for a few weeks to participate in ~his work. 

It was moved by krs. Halprin and s,conded ;y Mrs. Pool that Rabbi 
Philip :Bernstein be asked to come to New York t o meet with Dr.Steinberg and 
work out a program of action on the spot. T.hl. s mo ~ion was una.n1.mously 
approved. 

Dr. Petegorslq suggested that Babbi Max .Arzt, who is now lem:turing 
as the Jewish representative tcrthe Oonferen~e of Jews and Ohristians, be oo-
opted on the Committee which is to deal with Christian olergy. Mr. Nemnann -, 

.., proposed that Prof. ilbright's help be solicited, since he would be in Ne~ 
York during the ooming few weeks when he wa~ to give a series of lectures, 
and t~t a omall number of key people amollg the clergy should be asked to 
meet Prof. Albright. It was agreed that it was most important to contaot the 
key people among the Obristian clergy. 

/ NEf YOliK OHA.P!l!ER OF AMERICAN PALESTINE QOW,!lTT:BE 

Mr. Tulin reported that he had 'me nucleus of a New York Obapter 
prepared. He planned to use hie personal friendships which he had built up 
in New York. He aug&eeted the names of Obarles Eurl,ngharn, Grenville 
Olark and Walter Pitkin, with perhaps one of the first two mentioned aa 
ohairman. He believed that these names would guarantee the interest of others. 

It was decided that Mr. Tulin and Mr. N•llrnarm meet the following 
481 to discuss the matter further and that Mr. Tulin would invite Judge Kross, 
Mr. :Rosenblatt and Mr. Qurfein to be present at this meeting. 
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RI.DIO TUB 

Mr. N"'lmann reported that we were to have a balf-hour on the N.Y.tr. 
Jorwn of the Air, on Station WEVD, on Jebruary 17th, from 10: 0r to l0s3C P.M,, 
and that Prof. Albright and Dr, :fope will participate in the broadcaat, 

r together with Dr. Hachulll Go~drnann and Mr. NMJrnann, It waa agreed tbat a 
recording ahould be made of this broadcast. 

Mr. NA11mauu further reported that; ,rue.ge Levinthal had urged that 
radio progams on a m'l\C:h l e..'t"t;et' scale shou:'.d be arranged. He bad further 
~ested that all the vaxio~ Zionist groups might Join in beying radio 
time for a year. 

With regard to the broadcast which is being arranged for April, on 
the 20th Anniversary of the United states Congress Besolution approving the 
establishment of tha ·Jewiah National Home in Palestine under British "4&ndate, 
Mr, N .. rnnann reported that the suggestion bad been made to obtain the ser­
vices of Mr. Corwin, the radio script writer who bad prepared the excellent 
Bill of Rights broadcast. Mr. James Wise , with whom Mr. Netunann bad dis­
cussed this progre..n, ~s of tb3 op,.:aion ·;::.:,rot. DorJth.7 Dac-ker would be the best 
person t o work wit;i Mr, Oo:.-w1n, Mr. Wist! Iud al~o s~osted Merrill 
Dennison, another radio script writer, if M.-r. Corwin ca.inot undertake it, 
Another name suggested was that of Mr. Phil Cohen, who is also doing some 
work for Mr. MacLeish, 

Mr. }lMJmann is to discuss the whole question of the Anniversary 
radio program with Mr. Israel Goldberg. 

HEAN,T~ llOOXS 

At the previous meeting of the Public Relations Oollllllittee it bad been 
decided that an effort should be made to get either Mr, William Hard or 

.. 

Mr. H. Powell to write the book on "Palesti ne and The War 11 • Mr. NE111mann .,, 
reported that Mr. Hard had been &'flay on a tour but •ould return to Washington 
led.nesdq. The earliest he ;,ould be eeen would be Friday. Mr. Ourfein, who 
was to bave contacted Mr. Po•ell, had not yet done so since he understood 
tbat Mr. Hard ,ras to be approached first. 

Mr, Ne11rnann -suggested that in the rn9&ntime Marie Syrkin should be 
aalced to start with the book on the J.rab question, M::-s. Pool and Mrs. 
Halprin thought that the first book to be published should be ,rri tten b1 
a no~ew of note, Dr, Petegorsley point~d out that in the ease of a head­
line book the moat important thing was the au~ject and ~he fact that the 
material presented wae authoritative, rather than the name of the author. 
He •ae of the opinion that the advantage 'c-o be €#lined by having the book 
prepared by someone who was thoro11ghly familiar •1th the aubJeot matter 
would be muoh gr-eater than that derived from having the name of an outstand­
ing non-Je• attached to the book, He also &1,reaaed· the importance of 
setting several people to work on headlinP. "oooks simultaneously, pointing 
out that if four people were given aaeig-.llllents two books •ould result, and 
if two people were aalced to do books we ~.ght get none. 

Dr. ietegoralq also pointed out that the Penquin people were be­
ginning to publish booka in the United States and that it might be poaaible 
to bave them acoept a manuaGl'ipt. 

Bo d.eciaiona were taken. 
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ZIONIST YOUTH OOMI.IISSION 1S BEPRINT OF EXTRACT FROl& PEEL OOL0.1ISb ... :}ll REPORT 

Mr. lJernnann reported tbat Ik. 13ardin had bad a reprint made for 
the Zionist Youth Commission of that part of the Peel Commission report 
whioh dealt with the historical survey of 7-ionism up to the Balfour 
Declaration. Mr. Neumann felt that this was a very useful pamphlet and 
he SU&gested that the Public Relations Coll'IIIlittee order it in large 
quantities. The cost would be~ cents per copy. 

It was decided to ask Ir. Bardin to hold the type a little longer, 
pendi~ the study of the pamphlet by other member s of the Public Relations 
Committee. 

FUTURE L-.EETINGS 

Sinoe meetings in the afternoon could not be attended by a nUlllber 
of members of the Public Relations Oomnittee, it was deoided to revert 
to the evening meet;.~, posaibly holdin.r. ,.-.n occa~;.ona.l :noe ting in the 
afternoon. The next meeti ng :!.s to ta:ce p: ,1ce llond&;7 evening, February 
23rd, and the following one a week after i.hat . 

Meeting adjourned. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

MINUTES or OFFICE COMMIT'filE i.mETING 
AMElR.ICAN E!AERGEUCY COMMITTEE FOR ZJOiiIST AFFAIRS 

Thursday, February 12,1942 

A meeting of the Office Committee ~as held on Thursday, February 12, 
at 4 P.M., at 41 East 42nd Street, New York City. 

PRESENT: Messrs. Szold (in the chair), Bublick, Goldstein, Levinthal, Ver-theiA. 1 
•.!i~aduas Halprin, Jacobs and Pool. 

Messrs. Ben-Gurion, GoJdrnann, Lourie and Petegorsky. 

RESIG.bIA!I'ION OF MR. BESS 

Exchange of correspondence between t.lr. Reas and the secretary was read. 
In a letter dated February 11th Mr . Reas informed the Committee of his resig­
nation. 

ASSIST.ANOE TO MRS. JABO'l'INSKY 

It was reported that Mr. Naiditch, in a letter to the Committee, copy 
of which had been sent to the Hadassah, had urged that the payments of $50. per 
month agreed to by the Committee should be i.ocreased to $100. Thia was apart 
from the $35. monthly provided by the l/e.tz Foundation. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion said that he would cable to the Zionist Executive in 
Jerusalem urging them to allocate a pension of $100. a month to Llr s . Jabotinsky. 
He felt that these payments should not be made by the lllmergency Committee, which 
had received funds for specific work not coveri.ng allocations of this kind. 

Mrs. Pool stated that Hadaseah had had the matter before them at their 
last Board meeting but that they could not spare monies for this purpose. 

It was agreed that pending a reply from the Jerusalem Executive, Mr. Ben­
Ourion and Mrs. Pool should decide between them how the next payments should be 
provided. 

STATEMB:N? BY UR. REN-GUlUON 

Mr. Ben-(lurion read to the Oommi ttee the text of a telegram which he had 
received from Jerusalem in reply to his own cable with reference to the allo­
cation of funds for work in Washington, as follows:-

11EI!ilOUTIVJI .A.PPRilCIA!rES IM:PORTANCi YOUR SE'l''I'LING WASHINGTON .APPROVES 
YOUR PROPOSAL BUT TRUSTS COORDINATION ELlilRGENCY COMMITTD J.SsumID 
iiOULD .A.PPR0CUTE IHFO~TION THIS BECWUJ ALSO VIEW REVISIONIST Pl.ra­
LIOI'l'Y m:GARDING OPEN OO?ilJ'LICT BETWEEN YOUBSELF AMERIO.AN JRIENDS 
SUGGEST USE FAR AS POSSIBLE ZIONIST OFFICES WASHINGTON .••• , 

• 
Mr. Ben,-Gurion also reported that the J.T.A. and the Jewish Press Ser-

vice had issued mischievous reports in regard to his setting up a separate office 
in Washington, the source of which should be traced. The Bevisionist papers had 
embellished these stories, and from wires received from England and~~:~~ 
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it appeared that a good deal of concern had been aroused abroad on the basis of 
false information, 

Adherencg to United Nations Declaration, Mr, Ben-Ourion referred to the 
notice issued by the State Dej>artment with reference to the adherence of variou~ 
authorities which are not governments to the United Nations Declaration, 
Mr. Ben-Ourion had cabled the Jewish Agency Executive in London asking whether 
theyl)ropose to take action in this connection, and the same day had received 
a cable from Dr. "leizmBnn askinp that action be deferred until his arrival in 
Ameriea. Following a consulti tion with friends whom he (Mr, Ben-Ourion) had 
seen in Washington, who agreed that the Agency should record its adhere.nee to 
the DeclarBtion, a formula had been 'flOrked out, as follows• 

"The Jewish Agency for Palestine notes with satisfaction that the 
American Government, as the depository of the Declaration of ~inciples 
of the United Nations, invites the support of all liberty loving peoples 
to the principles of that Declaration. I am authorized by the Exeautive 
or the Jewish Agency for Palestine, which was established and exists by 
virtue of irticle IV of the Mandate for Palestine, to file with you 
a statement of adherence· to the ~rinci~les of that Declaration," 

The text of this had been cabled to Dr. Weizmann, 

In answer to an inquiry, Mr. Ben-Ourion said that the stt>tement of ad­
herence would be sighed by Dr. \;eizmann and that following transmission to the 
State Deoartment it "10Uld, efter a suitable interval, be given publicity. 

Mr, Ben-Ourion went o~ to say that the main ourpose of his going to 
Washington waa to study whet could be done ther~ and in what vay. Apart from 
;he Stete Department, he had tried to find out whether there were other agencies 
ehich might hel~ in shaping policy on Pale~tine. One such Department was that 
of Ool. Donovan, Co-ordinator of Information. He had already reported on en 
interview he had had with that Department. He had offered them the coopera­
tion of the Jewish Agency in various directions so f er as their work in the 
Middle East was concerned, NAturelly , though, as he had explained, this could 
not be behind the back of Oreat ~ritain, The Department had sent a special man 
to ~he Middle East and ha was in contact with representatives of the Je, 1eh 
Agency. 

Mr, Ben-Qurion reoorted further on e.n interview which he had had .,,ith 
Mr. Bullitt. One point of interest which had emerged was that for the time being 
the Federation idea ve.s dead. Apparently neither among the ~rabs nor among the 
British was it seriously considered et nresent, 

Mr. Ben-Gurion had also seen Judge Rosenman and at the latter1s reouest 
had sent him a memorandum on the problem in Palestine, 

Di,ocuosions with non-Z,ozrl,stst Ir, Ben--Ourion said that the Zionist 
movement in this country, with the !\ill approval of the Zionist l!'.lxecutive, was 
conducting negotiP.tions .,,1th the American Je..,1.sh OOIDJJlittee. He did not know 
whether those ne110tiations would succeed, but he beli eved that there was a reaJ 
possibility. Were unity on po'at-var aims to be achieved with the American 
Je~dsh Oommittee, it would be a matter or tpe first importance, Mr, Ben-Ourion 
had received a copy of the Oongress Bulletin, the editorial of which made 
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reference to the American Jewish Committee and the effect of which might be 
very injurious to a:n:y prospects of unity. Diroctine the Coneress were leading 
members of the Emergency Com:nii;tee, who 111\:.s{; ~e d.enosd res:,onsible for au-.h an 
editorial, even if they had not 1•aad i t . It was a mlschie..-:ius artlcle which 
cou1d do great harm to Zionism. Mr. :Ben-Gur. i on z·epea:i;ed t!lat it would be of the 
greatest importance if we could get the support of the Ar;ie,ican Jewish Committee 
and al thoug=i the O:ingress was c,f courlde not ·.i..--id;,r the dir~ction of the l!mer­
gency Committee, the American Jewish Oommitt~e IC'law that the Congress leaders 
were on this Oommitte~ and be did not see how ther could conduct two policies. 

This view was ge ,1~,:~' 'ly endorsed by those present. 

Dr. Goldmann saJd that the editorial arose out of an address by Mr. 
Wertheim, the new chairman of -cne Amert.can Jowish Committee, in which he re­
ferred to that body as the p~wer house of mcral strength of the Jewry of this 
country. The edi to:d.al was ir.tended to contest the clai m of the Committee to 
be a dominan·i; facto!' in Jewish life here . 1'l' . Gold.ma..nn agreed, howeve:.-, that 
the article was. to say the least~ unnacessw-:,. 

It was agreed that the matter should be discusaad with Mr. Lipsky and 
Ir. Wise, urging that it was undesirable to §.0 i~t% polemics with the American 
Jewish Committee at this time . lt was also-s a1¥1i'althat the Emergency Committee 
organizations represented in the Congress should take up the matter there. 

The question was discussed as to whetaer a latte~ diso,S$c>Ci~t1ng the 
Emergency Committee from this editorial be sent to the American Jewish Committee 
or, alternatively, that Mrs. Pool con~ey to ~~em informally the feeling of the 
Emergency Commit tee that the editorial did no!- :!:'epi.•es3nt the views of the 
Committee. It was decided that before such actlon ·be un~ertaken the matter be 
discussed with Mr. Lipsky and Dr.Wise. 

Dr. Goldstein pointed out ,in conclusion,that Mr.. Wertheim, as chairman 
of t he Committee , was undoubtedly facing graat difficulties in his own group 
in regard to the discussions wlth ourselves, and that it was of real importance 
that we should do whatever we cou1d to strengthen M:.·. Wertheim1s hands. 

UNITED STATES NORTH AFRICAN M!SS!.ONS 

Mrs. Pool reported further on Hadassah's action in regard t o the North 
.African mi ssions (see Minutes of Meeting of Jan. 15,1942) c Colonel Chickering 
and Major Riggs were now in Cairo. The Badaasah representatives 1.n Jerusalem 
had been info:.-med of the contact established het'e , Mri .Pool added that Bada.ssah 
was contemplating an offer to the lied Cross to represent them in Palestine, 

P.AJIT--ARA'.B CONF!ll.Hl!lNc:in 

Dr. Goldstein stated that reports had appeared in the Yiddish press of 
a J)'roposed Pan-Arab Conference amoJ:l& the sponsors of which would be Jaud.1 Arabia . 
Mr. Ben-Ou.rion said that he .had no infor mation at all on this subject and it 
was agreed that i nquiries shou1d be made. It was also agreed that press 1.tems 
of special interest should be circulated to members. 
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.,. DA-BIE~ R!1lE'U G,FJ;lS 

A report which had been received f~om Paleotin9 on the deplorable 
condition of the interned r efug.ies from tho Steamship ,:uarion11 was read to the 
meeting; alao a telegram from Dr, t7ise, to Lnrd HalifaJC requesting that he re­
ceive a delsga.tion on this sub.1ect, e.n<i the reply from llir. !.!alcolm stat ing that 
1,ord Halifax ws.a at p·reaent aw-l.y from Washi.lgtoH b•.:.t that the matter would be 
put before him on pis return , Yt was r eporte~ fUJ.'ther thet the matter had been 
taken up with I,ord Moyna in J,ondon, but that the latter had given a negative 
reply to the r epresentatlons made to him fo1• the release of these people, and 
e,ren t o the r equest that the threat of deportation which continues to bailg 
over them should be withdrawn. 'l'here was reason to believe that the situation 
in Palestine wa& uru.ch mor~ t~noe even than the report indicated . Ari. additional 
reason for approaching Lord llaJ.ifax had been that it -was believed that be had 
been helpful in obtaining the reversal of tha decision with reference to the 
11Patria11 refugeea. 

The question arose as ·~o whether it was desi.rable to ask Senators on the 
American Pales.tine Oom!ttee to inter~ene , It was urged that everything possible 
to emphasize the gravity of the matter be do:-.e because if , as a result of the 
existing ai tuation, a crisis d.,rveloped in P~estine (which was by no means im­
possible)., it might do grave harm to the l3r1ttsh ca'l!se ~ :OOU.bt was expressed as 
to whether the aid of the Senators should b.; :i.:.-rvoked at this time, in view of 
their official position, but it was finally &greed that the matter be put to 
Senator Pepper and to SeDator WctDler as to vrhether an intervention on their part 
with the Embassy 11"ould be proper and if the e,.1swer was in the affirmative the 
final decision be left with the officers. 

In addition, it was agreed that the 1.::.tervention of m-. William Green 
be sought and also the aid of Mr. Pickett of the Q,uakers, Mr. James MacDonald 
and Dr. J.tkinson of the Wo~d Ohuroh Peace Union . Dr. Petegorslcy mentioned that 
Prof. Tawney had come to Washington as an unofficial advisor to the British 
hbasay on labor matters and might be helpful. 

ST~ BE.'B'U'GEES 

A cable from Dt-. Ebner, head of the Rumanian Immigrants Organization in 
Palestine, describing the terrible plight of the 700 refugees on the Steamship 
"Struman, which had been stranded outside lstainbul for the pa.at two months, was 
read. Mr. Lourie reported on the conversations between Dr. Rosenblueth and 
himself, and Mr. Levitt of the J .D. C, in which 1 t had been suggested that a joint 
delegation on behalf of the J.D.C. and of the Emergency Committee should inter-
view the Turkish Ambassador with a view to obtaining the right for the • 
to land. Mr. Levitt had pointed out that one difficulty would be that the J .n.o, 
which had already sent remittances to maintain the refugees on board, might be 
asked by the Turks to give an indefinite undertaking to maintain these people in 
Turkey. He did not know whether the J.D.C . would be in a position to give such 
an undertaktng, 

It was agreed that representatives of the lilmergency Committee should see 
the Turkish Ambassador on this matter, if possible with J.D,C, representatives, 
otherwise aloDB • 

. 1 
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LmER FROM COW!TTEE FOR i. JEWISH A.BMY I 

J. letter fr om the Committee~ a Jewisl). .U'.lllY, _datE1d February. 9th, 
was read, ~:l!:'d ne aeili.011 waa taken, -::S- '-'-'"'-6 ,?,ec,,h .oe """tO ...+c:t~e..- l"'l<> a..c=t-Tov,. 

LET'l!E:!i FB.011. llffi. VAli FWB.EN TO ni-l .. rTISl11 

The Committee was info~I.OOd of the cont ~nts of a letter from Mr, Pierre 
an Peassen to the Cio:nmi·l;t6'3 fo1· a Jewigh A;r.,:iy announcing his resignation from 

that body. Copies of this l et ter had baen Be~t to Dr. Wise end to Miss Julliet 
Benjamin. Mr~ • ..,.an Paass':3n h6.d subsequently, in answer to a telegtam from Dr. 
w,.se, asked that no publicitr be given his letter as he proposed to make a 
statelll':3nt. 

Judge Li::vinf;hal reported that a press reporter had telephoned Mr. van 
Paassen while he was in Chicago to inquire aa to whether be had in fact re­
signed from the Committee. Mr. Brainin had spoken to the reporter and informed 
him that Mr. van Paassen had not resigxied but that if he did do so it would be 
only because of lack of time. 

Dr. Go)dmann referred to a conversation he had had with Mr. Strelsin of 

-

the Committee for a Jewish .U'l!ly, Ther& was now a possibility of getting such 
people as Strelsin and van Paassea to coope:-at ,:i with us, but in that case arrange­
ments·must be made to enable them to partic~p&te actively in the work on behalf 
of the Jewish army. It was agreed that 1f De. Goldmann1s surmise proved correct 
it would be desirable to establish a sub-committee to ta!ce charge, under the 
gG'llBral direction of the Emergency Committee, of the Jewish army campaign. 

WASHINGTON BEPBESENTATIVE ml U.S.A. NEAR-!A.m.llN MISSIONS 

The chairman said that he thought it might be of value to have in Wash­
ington a representative whose business it should be,not tol.obby in political 
matters on our behalf,but to inform the Committee of matters that were going on 
which might be of interest to it. He thought that this might be of sufficient 
importance to justify the appointment of a full time representative. It was 
agreed to take the matter under advisement for fuller discussion on another 
occasion. 

'-------iING-0:RANE COMMISSION DISCUSSION 

Judge Levinthal said that Miss Pearl Franklin had taken part in a dis­
cussion l\t the Univeri:l.ty of Chica«0 on the Kin~Crane Commission, in which sev­
eral members of t~t Commission had also participated. Miss Franklin had been 
alone in supporting the Zionist point of view. In the course of the discussion 
it had been repeatedly stated by some of the speakers that they were in touch 
with the State Department and that use was being made of data which had been 
collected by that Commission. W.sa hanklin would be sending him a full report 
of which he would inform the Committee, 

The Chairman remarked that he himself had appeared before the Commission 
in Palestine and that a more un.1udicial body it would be difficult to imagine. 
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LETTER TO AME~!CAN JEWISH COUM:tTTEE 

It was decided, in view of a report from Mrs. Pool, that the lett~r to 
the American Jewish Committee which it had been agreed to send in reply to 
Prof . Morris Cohen's letter to the Times, be not sent. 

HE.ru..tD 'nlIBUNE F.E?ORr 

lleference was Illa.de to a report which had appeared in the Herald Tribune 
January 31st, f.o'.'om which it appeared that D:7. Weizmann had favored the creation 
of a Jewish unit in the .!merica::i artllj'o Mr. lle1rQurion said that this was of 
course faJ.se. Mrso Pool urg~d that a letter be sent to the .American Jewish 
Committee i:iforming them that that was so . If the Committee knew that the 
Zionists theciselvea war·e oppor.:ed to the idea. of a Jewish unit in the .American 
army W9 might 'be abJ.e to calm mu.ch of their fears . 

It was agreed finally that Mrs. Pool be authorized to inform the 
.American Jewish Committee of the fact that v1!len the matter was raised in the 
Emergency Committee the whole Committee was unanimous i.o its opposition to such 
a proposal& 

MR. VAN PWSEllPS Lm1TER IN TBE "BECONBTRUCTYONIST11 

• 
It was agreed t~t the question of a su.~.~able Il:lply be left to the 

officers . 

COMMUNICA.TION FROM DR. WISE 

A communication was read from Dr. Wise informing the Committee that to 
his regret hs would probably not be able to attend a:,.y meetings f or a period 
of two or three weeks, due to his absence from New York on doctor's orders. 

NEXT MEETINGS 

It was decided to hold a meeting of the full committee Thursday night, 
Februa..7 19th, at 8o30J the date of the Office Committee meeting to depend on 
interviews to be arranged in Washington. 

J.RTlil..R LOUlUE 
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rmB 01 omc:z COloillITr".il iE\':T;;N~ OF THl!l., e!'!!!'ld IYIP/lii:liCT 
coiMTrm !'Sll z.tolim m"lbs 

Thuradq, hbruary 19, 1942 

A meetinc ot the Ottiee 0OJ11Dittee ot the .American llllergenc7 Committee to:: 
Zionist .lttair• waa held on Tbur•daT• Jebruary 19th at lal5 P••• at 41 last 
42nd Street, Bew York. 

JIRSSIPf'l'a Dr. Ooldatein (preaiding): Mecida!nea Ha.1.;,rin, Jacobs, Sr.hool r-~'7., 
Mr. Wertheim. 

tEM+TlON !O IMBlSST Bl 11DA.RUl1' BUt!CliESa 

.A.a reported at the laat meeting, Lord Halifax had been c.e~ed to recc~'! ,. 
a delegation troa the ..,rgency Co111Di t t ee with raf er'3 nCA to t ne r<>fug<,,.,11 ~.!1~•':\i 1l,;:!. 

from the S.S. 1Darlen.1 llr. Malcolm had informed Mro lleu."'le.nn when h~ was in 
walbincton on Wecmeadq that all that the Ambaaeador could do, would be to trana­
ai t to LondOD such tact■ ae a1ght be submitted. to him, aa he himself had no ir­
forat1oa on tha aubJect. It wu nnertheleas felt desirable that the delegation 
abould call on Lord Balifu and an apPOintment bad been arr~d.- tor Tueedq 
morning, l'eb1'U&l'7 24th at 11 !.Uo 

It was -creed that the delegation consist ot Judge Levinthal and D:.·. 
Ooldetein. It Dr. Goldstein wu unable to ~l'tici~t•~ Ur. lf8Ulllatlu should. tak" 
hie place. 

Mr. Wertheill reported that he md been in touC'h wit.11 Mt-. W1lliaz;i Gre~n of 
the Aaerican 7ederation ot Labor. The lat\.er had been much moTed bj· tlu! ~--~p.,r t 
on the atate of the retugeea and was planning to conmru.uicate with Mr. l3ev'..n~ 

It wu acned that Kr. Pickett bit inTited to write to the Ambassador with -
reternce to the refu&e••• It••• aleo acned that Jws MacDon•Jcl be und to 
~oin the ulept1on, eD4 that Mr. JJwauD ebould inquire troa &natol' •cn•r 
u4 Seu.tor l'epper ae to wutber t.he1' would tiDd. lt poael'ble to lnterftM with 
t.he Muq. 

IPJJI Ll'1'DJl D:)M Kilo llll'l'Oa TO ♦MBUA&DOB& 

_ tt waa reported that considerable offenee had been tabo by the »aacy 
to Mr. Montor1e 'Open Letter• to :Lord Halifax_ published in the Jewieb Pross 
Sen-ice. b opinion wu expreaeed that an intolerable position•• created when 
~ 1Dcut1•• Director ot an lllportant Zion1at bod¥ felt hiuelf at liben7 to 
publish letter• ot thia JciDd without uy couultntion with tm Naponeible pol1-
tical leadera. It waa i11poaaible to separate ,uch an official fl"Om the offiee 
wieh be held. 

It waa agreed tbat the aatter be diae--1111194 in the light of thie erit1eiam 
•1th Mr. Mentor peraonal.17 b7 n-. Qc.l0menDr ~• Chainian s11!Z9:sted t-irther th:i.t 
when a new ch&irmaza was elected. to \he Ott,.ce Co:imi~tec, it ffl>uld ':le desirable 
tor bi& to call together the Tarioua Zioni11t adlaini11trative officials tor a dlo,. 
cuasion of 11£1on1et 110rale.,,: 
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Mr. Peumenn reported on a conversation he had had with the Turkish A1Dbl\S2,. 
dor with reference to the nstl'Ul!!an refugees. ~e .n.lllbassador he.d suggested t~~t 
this was a matter in ~hich the ;led Cross and the ::led Crspcent should itt~er~at 
thernae).ves. '!·hese bodies had international status and back!~ arie. t here wes ccr,, . 
possibility in the &,nbassador's view that their interventiou m1ght bo ef f ecti,~? 
It was agreed that the Joint Dis tr1.bution Com.11~. t t "I& be i.nf orll?l3 c! of this convin·F.:i, • 
ti,,n. 

Mr. Neumann had also had a talk on Zionism with the .a\mbassador: he had 
found the latter. far from well-informed on the d3'.lelopaient of the Jewieh Nation,~·. 
Home and in general negative in his approacho 

Mr. NeJmann reported on various action ~hich had been teken as follows ~ 

l. Reply by Dr. Wiae to the ffTimes" editorial 
2. Tbs Carnegie Hall msetin& 
3~ Publication of tele.grams of support in response to &3nator Wag-;i~r'R 

telegram • 
4. Mr. ~ertok's statement in the 1Times".publication of which was due 

to action taken by officers of the Committee 
5. 1,ditorials and articles in the :pap3rs of i.u-. F:-ank (}a.nnett., as a 

result of the initiative of Ba.bbi ?hilip Bemstein~ 
60 There had also been a good many references to the Jewish Army matter 

by radio commentators including U~ssrs. B'e?''lhey, Eteele, .B-:>oJr-. 
Carter, Wyt.he Williams. Albert i{e.rn&r ..nd the :'!•a,;;u- !!ad.~.o ~fo.7:1 . 

7. A full kit of info.:-mat:1.on materi.aJ. ha,-i been pre:,,s."!'~11. by t he }\i.'ol:!.c 
Belations Department and distribu.tad to the orga:i~:.attoneo 

Mre Neumann suggested that it might be worth r1hila to t1-:y t o arra:1~~ a 
nation.-~1ide hook-up on the Jowish J..:J:my Sl!bject~ The t.iiue f or s-.;.;h a Pl">~r.un 
probably could be obtained gratis though expenditure ~ig..~t have to be i ~cu~~e~ 
for speakers. These should, if possible be recognized mi litary expe;:ts., 

It was agreed that a sum not exceeding $500.,00 be authorized for the pur .. 
pose of this broadcast~ 

Dr. Goldmann said that in consequence of a meeting he had had ~-'\a nit.it 
before with members of the Society for the Advancement of ,Tudaism, 1 t ,fas hts 
impression that not enough h~d been done to ren.lc& cl13ar t o t he public thAt t!l.s 
Zionist organizations were nc\1 connected with th& Committee for a Jewish ~lllYo 
The letters sent out by Hadassah and the Zionist Organization of America to their 
key people were not 8'ltffic1ent from this point of view. 

It waa &Qeed that a statement be prepared for publica~ion. on behalf of 
the D:Dergency Committee, in the New Palestine e.nd other Zionist publications, 
and poaaibly the general Jew1ah press, to the effect that in answer to inquiries 
that had been received it was desired to make clear that the Zionist bodies were 
making no appeal tor tunds in connection wlth their campaign on behalf of a 
Jewish ailita17 force. 
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IVIP~Y OOMLUTTD RmtEUDlBI 

Ill'. Bf"1menn drew attention to the tact that the official Zionist publi­
cations were not &lwqa ready to respond to requests tor the publication of 
important brpnc7 Committee re!eases; thus - the editor of the »ew Pale~t !::.o 
had not been able to promis11 h~.m that the "Call to Zionists 11 would ap:X,a!" i "l tJ-io, 
current number. 'l!le Yiddish prese waa being ver/ coopora~ivo as f ~r ~s ~hs 
Emergency Committee was concernedo It had gi,·en excel:ent p:1bl:'..city <;o th,. 
"Call to Zionists." 

Correspondence be tweer,. Dr. Wise and l.il', Van P~asse."l on the Jew,.sh c-:t~' 
Ooaittee was reported to the Committee. Mr. Van Paaosen had sent a letter t) 
the Jewish Ar'llf1 Cbllllllittee informing them of hia resignation which was atnted 
to be final and irrevocable. It was now learned that Mr. Van Pas.seen had with ... 
drawn his resignation. It was agreed that the secritary communicate with 
Mr. Van Pa.assen with reference to the latter's allegation that t.he off!cial 
Zionist bodies had 1.ntormed Lord Halifax of their opposition to the raising of 
a Jewish Army. 

Mrs. Halprin reported on a conversation that ~r. l!en-Gurion and herse~f 
had had with Mr. Strelein. 

COBBIIISPONIJIJCll W'ITB Ma. GBOSS-,lls 

Oorre1ponde11Ce with Mr. Oroasman regardin6 his membership on the Committee 
tor a Jewieh Arr/ was reported. 

It was &&Ned that the matter be re:PC>rted to the :t'nll comitte'3 with a 
rlew to its being referred back to the Off!ce Col!lll1ittee f or fur~be= a~ti~no 

4 revieed draft of a letter from Mrs. Pool to Ur. Maurice Uertheim of the 
.llllerican Jewish Oollllllit tee w~ th reference to the repor·~ in the Herald Tri bun,:, ro,.. 
garding a Jewish unit in the Mlerican army, was read and approved., 

P.4n!D? or AUDITOR& 

It wae agreed that Mr. 2vi Levavy be appointed auditor to the Committee at 
a fee of $100.00 for the 1941 audit, and of $40. per quarterly audit for 1942. 

A. Lourie 
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C~ID'I~IM:, . #5S 

• • •• IWJCEJS§ PJm:;LK¥ ~~w:IMPI 1i9mw:w tWJQAI 

J'ebruary 26, 1942 

A regular meeting of the Office Committee of thQ American~~ 
mittee for Zionist Affair• wae held on Thursday, JabruaJ7 26, 1942 at-41 ~ ~ 
Street, 

PRESENTt Judge Levinthal (presiding) Mrs., Epstein, Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. Slmlmen: 
Dr. Goldstein, Lir. Wer~heipi, llrt S&old (ate). 

Mr. Beri,..Ourion 

Mr. Lourie, Mr. Nemnann 

REPORT OF INTERVI.Ei7 ;/ITH LORD HALIFAX 

Judge Levinthal reported on the interview with Lord Halifax in connection 
with the release of the prisoners of the 11Darien" from internmllnt camps at Athlit. 
'l'he Emergenc7 Committee had been represented by Judge Levinthal, rr. Goldstein end 
Mr. NP'lrnenn . They had presented a memorand'U.111 setting forth the facts in the case. 
(memorandum attached), 

'l'he Ambassador seemed to be impressed with the facts as presented and pro­
mised to make a faithful report to his government. He said that he did not fix 
policy, but that be would communicate with London at once. It bad been pointed 
out that the labor shortage in Pal~etine should be considered in addition to the 
humanitarian reaaons for releasing the Ilarien prisoners, .Also that 135 prisoners 
from the Patria had enlisted with the l3ritish Army as soon as they were released, 
and that the first casualty at Tobruk was one at these prisoners . In the course 
of the conversation, it was indicated by the Zionist representatives that pending 

• a reply from London nothing would be done to give publicity to the matt,r, 

,S .. S, 1 S'l'mTMA11 
/ 

'l'he question of protest action in regard to the s.s, 11 Struma11 which sank off 
the coast of I stanbul with 750 refugees from pogrom in Fnrnani.a.. bound for Palestine , 
was discussed from the following angles, would publicity in this case be regarded 
aa a breach of faith by the British Embassy, inaslllUCh as in the course of the inter­
view on the llDarien11 the delegation had co111111itted itself to withholding publicity 
critical of the behaviour of the Palestine administration in regard to the refu,­
gees. On the other hand American Jewry could hardly be expected to maintain eilence 
in the face of this shocking tragedy • . i.u-.• Ne~urnenn said that it had been indicated 
by the Embassy (in a conversation between. Mr. llerlin end liir, Lourie) that the 
Embassy would regard an attack on the basis of the "Strurna" as a "declaration of 
:war" between them and ourselves and we must be prepared to face this. 

Mr, Ben-Gurion emphasized that the Darien and the Struma were identical 
cases, He teltt!ifODgly that ucy undertaking given the British Ambassador bad to 
be kept and said,nothing be done which might be construed as a breach of faith, 
However. he said• the matter cannot be passed over in silence. not because we are 
Je~s · or Zionitts but because we are burnen being,. America, he asserted, muet be 
considered eqnaJJy guilty with Ol:eat J3rit.,in, as one of the moat powerful of the 
United Nations. Be referred to the forthrigtit statement issued bT the Jewillh ~CT 
ln London and urged that .Americana appeal to tbelr OQ govel'DJll9n\lin the name of 
comon humanity. Be 'IU"ged further that meaaa,;ea be sent to the Prime liiniater ~ 
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lncland and to tht Preeidnt of the United States expree■in& the 1Dd.1pa\ioa aD4 
horror of Jllerican■ tbat such incidents a• the Strum& and the Darien could be 
allowed to happen in the middle of a wv.- being fought for the principle• of 
democracy and freedom, 

This recomendation was accepted. 

Mr. Be!l,oo~ion further rPcommended that a letter be sent to Lord Halifax 
informing him that since the !.:i':er:'.er: w!. th h1 "'l, :·v1w:1 "".' t'le f> i.l\l<~.:> ~ c:-"": ti.e ~-.:-,.uni'. 
had been received. Refer.enc& sl.to•,.~.d 'i>e :ie.do t . ..) t :.'3 ot,F.';euJ:n.t c,f +. h•l J ~'ll:;,.:tl'l .-.P,,-l:-,: 
published in Englsnd. Ll)l"d Hal:..f~,; should. ;,f\ -~o:t,.:. t :1?.•, tllu f aelin53 oi ,un'3ri '.1>..:l 

Jewry are so aroused, that 1 t ii; !.mp3lT.~i.~e that h,:, co1lllll\'!llica~o ,1t t.a His Gove::-...;n~x:.t 
immediately urging them to ord3r the re'.:.es.se of. t he pi isone!·s of '.;he !Ja::ien. 

Du• r.coaellda,ioa w .. 'QD8D1111C1128l1' acci,pt-.,d. 

:i.r. Uertbeim reported that the Poale Zion was calling a meeting for SUnday 
and be urged that the Co!lllllitte'3 should call a mE" et1.ng m1eer its o"1n nus:,icos. 

JDISB ~ COMMITTEE 

-' The following motion waa unani1110uoly carried; t!lat a etatement be issued 
to the press stating that the ~:rgency Colllllrl.ttee baa no conmction with the 
11Jewish J.rmy Committee"• Also, that it is oppoced to the col:S~tio11 of !'unds for 
the army campait,n. Aioreover, the work of the :\J'ewieh l.:rmy Comm:". ttce 11 do:,s :iot he:!.p, 
but on the contrary can be ''lttry harmful to the canse of th'3 Jewish a.~•my~ 

/ 

Judge Levinthal was obliged to leave ea.":'ly an1 vaca ted the c~air. After a 
brief adjournment the meeting rcaeuembleu uuder t:le <.:hai'."!llafls'..u Ji of i,i:r. zz,,ld ,. 

BEPRES~"T.ATIVE IN WABSINGTON 

!he Chairman reported on a recent visit to Uaehington by Mr. l3aroway of the 
PEC. The PEC were 1nter'!sted to assist l'aleRti ne Po'~e.sh ill o,t aining t'l.E: servi.coL 
of an expert on the p'!'oduction of 1:1Sg:,.1esi\l111 of VThich tho::-e vre,7e 'IP.st qu~titi"s 1.r. 
the watero of the Deai Saa. In present c !.r c'..:m8tances it v, a:J e::tr:-.me:!.y ~if:'.'ic·J.l.t 
to find iruch a man. In the cow.se of his in½.u~.r ii,s }c• . J3arow1'J· natl. tlE'dJ a Du:.4'1-e:: 
of contacts of interest and tmporte.nce i':!:'om th'3 Palesti11t1 pof:1"i: of viE.w. ~r. de­
scribing some of these liir. $:;;old ecphastz.ed tbs u:.'ge:1t neei f or a ma"l in riachb:.gtcn 
who should keep in touch \71 th deve:opmen•;; s which m5.g~t conce1•n our. ,1ork in Pale&• 
tine and iD this connection both t.fr. Sz.o:i.d and !~. Me,unann recommended that J.ir. S. 
be approached. 

INT3RVIz.i iiITH SUl,lNFJt \lE:tdJilq 

J.ir,. Neumann reported that •he and Dr. Nahum Goldmann when in -iaehington the 
previous day had seen liir . :.iellss aud in the course of their conve::.-eatio?l had. ~x-
pressed the desire of ZionisT.L to be of h&l~ to t he war effort in tho N:,ar ?-asto , 
!.ir. Uelles had thereup"n E>.r1•P.ngfld an appointmtint fo r li:r, Neu.ma.m for the '17~ekr-elld 
with General Lee, head of tho lnte~.ligence :S::.-a:lch of the iiai• Depa.r':mer.t. 
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QONFIDENTI4 
MINUTES OF l-ifflINO OF O[FICE Qm1~iITl'EE 

AMERIQJ.N QIERGENQY QOl-lMITTEE FOR ZI9ljIST AFFAIRS 

Tuaodmr, March a, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs was held on March a, 1942 at 2t38 p.a . at 41 E. 42nd Street. 

PRES -::NT t 
Dr. Silver (presiding), ~lessrs. ~blick, Ooldstein, \1ertheimJ Mesdames 
Hal prin and Pool. 

Dr. Ooldm1:1nn, Mr, Lourie, Mr, Neumann, 

"STRU!>iA 11 DISASTF.R 

In accordance with the action of the previous meeting a cable to Prime 
Minister Churchill of Engla.nd had been drafted and was submit~ed for the approval 
of the Committee, The cable was accepted in substance and authorization was 
p.iven for sending it, subject to .further editing, A similar cable is to be sent 
to the President of the United States, 

It was further decided that as Dr, Silver is leaving for London, it would 
be well to have his name in addition to that of Dr, Wise signed to the cable. 
It was ar,reed that Dr. Silver's name as Chairman of the meetinp. be included, 

Mrs, Halprin r equested the opinion of the Committee on the orooosel of 
Hadassah to send a separate cable concerning the children on the Strums who were 
entitled to Youth Aliyah certificates. The Committee authorized Hadassah to send 
a separate cable on behalf of its National Youth Aliyah Committee, at its 
discretion, 

\'Tith rer,ard to further action, there was a discussion on the desirability or, 

l. Holding a large mass meeting, or alternatively a memorial service. 
2. Arranging for a formal delegation to call on the Acting Secretary of 

State to nresent a memorandum requesting that the United States Oovel'lllllent 
intervene with Breat Britain ,-rith a view to obtaining a change in policy 
on the part of the Palestine administration to avoid any repetition of the 
Struma disaster, 

The latter nronosal was unanimously accepted , 

As r egards a meeting, it was resolved that there be no mass meeting 1n 
Ne ... 1 iork, but that an impressive religious service be held - if possible in 
Temple Emanu-El, and if that ooul.d not be secured, in Temple B1na.i Jeshurun, In 
New York the question of a mass meeting should be considered again only after the 
memorial meeting had taken place. In addition, the leading communities throughout 
the country e.re to be informed of the memorial meeting, and requested to hold 
similar meetings. Reference may be made in the material to be sent out, to the 
possibility of arranging public meetings if tbe local communities should so pref.r, 
but without meldng an, recommendation in tbe.t connection. 

Mr. Neumann was authorized to proceed "rith the arrangements end progr&1D for 
the memorial meeting. • 
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DR, 3ILY.;r.R'S TRIP TO LONDON 

It was reoorted that Dr, Silver is leaving for London on Friday to open the 
Keren Hayesod camoaign there and to represent the Zionist cause in discussion 
with English oolitioal leaders. Dr. 3Uver said that he ... ould be glad to have 
any instructions or suggestions. Mrs. Pool suggested t 

1. That Rabbi Silver make every effort to counteract reports made in 
London by Rabbi Lazaron. 

2. That he ascertain what sort of studies are being made in London in 
regard to Zionist Peace Aims and that he bring back whatever material 
he could secure, 

t HDEPEm>ENT JE\·:tsH PRESS SERVICE 

Dr. Goldmann reoorted that he had discussed with kr. Montor his open letter 
to Lord Halifax ~•hich had appeared in the Independent Jewish Press Service. 
~Ir. Montor had taken the position that he had a right to publish any articles he 
chose in his oersonal capacity. Moreover, he pointed out that the Emergency 
Collllllittee had never taken any interest in the Independent Press 3ervice, It was 
decided that press releases issued by Mr. Montor allegedly in hie personal capa­
city were to be discussed by the UPa inasmuch as he was employed by them. 

The Palcor statement under a London date-~e on Viscount Cranborne was 
discussed. There was good reason to believe that the statement issued here gave 
a wrong impression of the new Colonial Secretary. Moreover, the telegram had 
apparently been concobted locally and had not come .from London, It was decided 
that Mr. Ben-Ourion be asked to write a letter to the Palcor Office requesting 
that items of a political nature be COilllDWlicated to a responsible officer of 
the Emergency Committee before publication. 

DR, GOLD?:WJN'S REPORI' 

Dr. Goldmann reported that he and Mr, l~eumann had e.. ~t1cua11tcn,it.th tbe 
Acting Secretary of State in which the following matters ,,,ere discussedt 

a,) The visit to Lord Halifax on the release of the Darien internees, 

b.) The attitude of the United States Government to a Jewish Army.On 
this point Hr. Uelles said that the matter was to be judged on the basis of 
military rather than political considerations and should be considered with 
the United States Military authorities before any position is taken, 

c,) The oanacity of Palestine to absorb the bulk of the post-war Jewish 
emigration from Europe, Mr. \;elles, with all his admiration for what had been 
achieved in Palestine, expressed his skepticism at the possibility of absorbing 
there perhaps 6,000,000 refugees. He was informed that the studies of the 
Institute of Je~lish Affairs indicated that there would not be more than one and a 
half million Jews who \'iOUld go to Palestine from post-war Europe, The Under­
secretary said that in any event the more Palestine could absorb the better. But 
he believed that the possibility of other countries shoold be investigated. i 
memorandum oft the findings of the Institute of Jewish "ffairs is to be sent to him, 

d.) Pan..J\rab Conference, The Under-Secretary said thet if any negotiations 
~•ere being carried on in this direotion this government -would be informed and he 
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would / have communicated in that ooMeotion with the responsible Zionist 
authorities, However, at the moment, he did not !mow of any suoh negotiations 
but ...-ould inquire. 

e) Mr. \,elles was informed of the wish of the Zionists to be helpful in any 
way possible in the war-effort in the Near East, and as an instance, important 
intelligence .,,ork which the Jewish Agency had earried out for the British authori­
ties was mentioned. Mr. ~elles was much interested and said he would arrange for 
Mr. Neumann to see the right peo!)le in the \/ar Department. 

MR, NEUMANN'S REPORT 
Mr. Neumann reported on an interview he had with Mr. Bullitt. A separate note 

has been made on his conversation. 

At the instance of Mr. Sumner Welles, Mr. Neumann subsequently saw Colonel 
CuMingham of the Ohief of Staff's office of the Military Intelligence Service 
who had just returned from West .11.frica. He found him interested and S)'lllpathetic 
and discussed with him various possibilities for cooperation. 

Mr. NeumSM eurther reported that he had met with Mr. Stone, one or the 
editors of the ffNation 11 1n Washington who had said he would try to have an editor­
ial on the 11Strumii11 1n the 11Nation" and possib:cy an article in the 11Free World", 
He may, if he has time, also prepare one of the 11Headline Books II for the Public 
Relations Department. 

Mr. Neumann al.so talked with Piene Cot who is very S)'lllpathetio to the 
Zionist program. 

ARAB..JE1·1ISH RJilT,ATIONS 

Mrs . Pool referred to the fact that some time ago a special Committee on Arab­
Jewish Relations had been appointed by the Emergency Committee but it had not been 
i'unotioning. A Committee to study this problem had been set up by Hadassah under 
the chairmanship of Mrs. Jacobs. However, Hadassah believed that this was not a 
i'unction of any one organization but should be undertaken by the Emergency Committee 
She reported that Dr. Wise, with whom she had discussed the matter in Florida, 
agreed with her and she asked that the matter be brought up for discussion& the 
next meeting. 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE IN SYRIA 
Mrs , Halprin reported that the Bikur Cholim in Damascus had asked Hadassah for 

medical supplies. A recent repl)' from the British High Command in Syria had in­
fonned Hadassah that tts generous offer to send medical supplies and persoMel to 
Syria was very much appreciated, but it 'IIOUld be impossible for Jewish doctors 
from Palestine to secure entry visas to Syria at this time. 

PERSONAL STA'rnMENT BX MR. NEUM.Afili 
Mr. Neumann said he had informed Dr. \iise some time ago that he would be unable 

to continue hie wrk with the Emergency Committee under existing conditions. No 
action had been taken in regard to his request and he had now to infonn the Committee 
that he would like to be relieved of his duties within a month. The Chairman ex­
preesed the keen regret of those present that circU11stances should have arieen such 
as to cause Mr. Neumann to reach the decision of which he had informed the Committee 
It was agreed that the sub-committee consisting of Mrs. Halprin, Dr. Goldstein and 
Dr. OoldmaM should meet with Mr. Neumann as soon as possible in order to arrive at 
some definite propoaal for wbmiesion to Mr. Neumann and to the Committee. 
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COUFIDENTI.AL 
#57 -

A mooting of tho Office Com.~.ttoo c:f tho .~or·!can :Eii1orgcnc:y Committee for 
Zionist Affairs '.70.S hold ,.,~.:. Uofr.i•Jsi'..cy r ::arch ).2:~il n·i: 4: 30 :? ,!JD 

PRESEHT: Judgo Lovii:.tt~lal (proo·~.::L1gi ;had::unc•: i!1.1.;:-;i:-·•.11 n:le. !•:i:.;J. ~ tfossr,;, B·1bJ.ick1 
Groonb~rg, Szol<ir lfoz-·ch0imr tli>:io. 

"STRUMA11 DELEGAT'.lifil 

Dr . Goldmann roporto:l on an informal mooting !7ilich had been hoJ.d tJ:i.at morning 
m. th tho r epresentatives of the .A.llurioa.:.. Jorr: s'.i.J. Jom.'llittoo ar.d tho Je'.7i eh La"t>or 

✓ Committee to discuss a memorand>.ll!I to bo submit'.;od. to the S~a:~e Department on behalf 
of the :Emergency Committ ee, the .\iuer,.can Jam. :a1il Cong.cf.)ss. tho .Ar.ia:d.can Jevtl sh 
Committoo, tho B'nai B\ri-cn and t he J·e,.T.>.sh 1a··,0:r (~Jmm:;. Gt.ou: requesting th o govern,-. 
ment of the United Stat es to t:.se its goocl. offices ~,:!.th tho :Br! tish gove1'D.Dlont 1n 
the end that Palestine ~e openei to J~m.sh rofugeesr aud a repetition of the 
"Strum~" disaster avoided; 

1, There TTas general agreem11.,,.t on t he , o".i.or of tho draf t memorandum mibmi tted 
l3ut the suggest i cn -rn;.& made t oo'~ a J.e-c-.;ar: 11ilich mig:1:I; 'be pu1,:t.ished., be 
prepared, and a momoi·a:idum at.te.ched , 

. . 
2~ The pr oposal had been made t he:t the 1.'3legation to l..ir, tieJ.les 'be composed 

of one member of each or ga.>1i :,rn.t ion . D::, TTise and Dl·, Qol::lman:a, :pn 'behalf 
of the »nergency Comm:! ti,ee o~.j Rr.:ted -~o -chls ~ z.·onecmont 1 and i i; was 
agreed that t110 members c,f t he ~e:\'ge:i.c;r :::0:'U:lii:·~ae Mr , llerthe:'..rn of t}:le 
American JeTiish ColJl!llitt ee, a 1esignee each from Btnai B•rith, the .American 
Jem.,h Congress and the Jam.sh Labor Comm!t/~ee compose t he delogatione 

After Dr. Goldmann1 s report there was consi derable discussi on on the follom.ng 
points; 

a , Representation of all parties on the delegat'ione 
b. The inclusion, as a matt &;.- of pri.nciplo, of a ~oman in the delegation. 

The Qpin1Qn Tias expr essed t l.at the co11r.9osition of eacl:. dolegat ion must be 
considered on its merit s - i t is not al-:rays poss~bl~ for each party to bo represent c;, 
sometimes , further, it is importta:nt 11hat- a 'i10man be part of the del egation, some­
times it is not . In this particular case, the feeling was that a~oman should be 
part of the delegation , not r epr esenting Hada.ssail a s a pa1·ty, t-ut r epresenting 
American iloniatwomen. However. the actual designation of the additional member 
of the Jmiergency Committee is t o be l eft to Dr. Wise, who is t o heRd the delegation , 

Mr. Jru.blick r ecorded the dissatisfaction of Mizra.chi at not being included in 
the delegation . 

MASS 1£EmI?lG RE 113TRUW.t. 

Mr. Neumann r eported the program for the t.&J3 meeting in Mecca Templ e. The 
following are the sheduled spsEkers: Senator Johnson of Colorado: Professor Niebulu 



• ., ~s. Lo'ildermil k 1 Rao bi Holl a;r.•, Mr ., :Ben•w(mri <i:J. ~cJ. F;ii.>bl Brod of An~-:1orp . Dr• 1,7i se 
9 to preside. Mr. l'ku:nrum <,a'.-i ·.;ha t :.10 haJ. ·boon ~sk eci ~o incl·.ide a r epr esent a­

tive of Hadassah and the par <; :i cs i :1 t he prJgr.ein .. 

Mr. Bublick recor&od ·;;ho pi•otest of lt:.fi;~ac:!i t~ai; RP.'b'u! Brod had b een seleo­
t od to repr':lsent o.:-thoc'.o:s. J orr:·y ,u.t-ho,,.'u px-0•;1.~-.·.s c :):1s;:,.1 ·:;a:c:.-:> -:1 ,;ii·~h Mi zrucl1i • I t 
,;ms explained to Iir, Il.:..i>:J.i c:k th.i,t Rciob1 Dr e,..". }1;;.-! ·uee., selec•~on: :uot as f\ r epre­
sentative of orthod::>x Je-:rry: 'Jut. as a ref•~~oe :,:;c. r.ecl:.!lt -~~·--1·,al f r.om ];.ir o:i_Je. 

Dr. iTi se plcnded tl1a t t :ie ~ n<~.rgency C:>mmittc:<;, conside:: Ul'gent politi.c.ijl p r o°o·•· 
l ems and not \'la sto ii;s t imo conei.iering pei;'.;y ;nr.'.ter s co::1cor.1ecl. .-.ith pa~·ty r ivalr.;. 

! t was agreed that hlr e lloUlll:m..'l be instr.icted to proceed '71t h the program of 
the meet,ing and t o include amo.i.,y; t he speakers a Zi onist 'i!Om&l reprosentnti ve, 

a ;, The sub-comm::. i;·:. ee fo,. (·.011~actiug ::·_-s__.e:,.na:o. 3"-<'. 'be~n. aer; \.I? an-1 , ·as 
fu..-icti>ning. 

1:>. Arrangement a r,e,..l;j ".Joing rao.e.e ·i;o ha"·~ a. w;r,ib\,lr -:;t ~cnnto .. ·~ pro';est against 
the strumi,. o.isas \;e:r z~·0m t ile :":1.oor vi t ile :::lena•;,.,,. 

c ~ A cabl e had ·oet.m se11·l; to t !le _.\rchbiSJhop iJ. f 0£1.!Jt e::·".-,ury a slcing himr as 
a Chr i stian c.J.e::-gy;na."'l ; ·c,o p ro-i;as~; agasn.st the St:-mn :..n::,.dent., 

d . A memori al mea~:uig J.n 'f'~mp:Le ] 1 nai Ja·:u...~:.n :. u ·:, e!.:.!g n:!·rangod ~or Sw day • 
Mr., lieu.mar,:: 'llt.lc' .'.'J.l.thor :.:..•J<l ~c p:.'nG•.:iec. W',:i;h ·~he ar:.:nng(Jll entu. 

POLITICAL COMMITTEE 

Ur. l!en•·Gurion se.~.cl ·~he."<:kn~:.·lca '7,.& ber.o,n:t,:!; :n:i:-:e a.>J.c. t10::.• ,3 'i;L.a iliJTlo:.•(;::1:1t 
f act or in this viarr a:1c.. t,hP.;:; ::rn~ 0nly t:io pres~:-•t'G; 11\.1.'~ t '.1., fv.t-..n o :if )',:,.13stlno uas 
inv3lved i n the p:>lj t~,cai ,,,~·~to::i. ~ail:eu ?\~w. Ho 6.id n"t 'be_iENe -~)'lat t ~,o p;:-es ':lnt 
set-up of the po:i.1ticru. ,;,,.,rl< of tb.e ~e:rgoncy Coimn~.t·,ea uas so.'o;:. s:f ac•>:,: y .. .A9e.ri; 
from this there we~e cer tai~ iust.::inces ~her e pol itical ac:t io~ had been ~- ~en ~her e 
consultation wit h h imnelf migh'. have b een deei :-&ble but where he had. n-, t even 'been 
informed as to vrha:i; 'ilas penJ.:.n6 unt i l a:rto:<">ia.:-".s• Ea ::i..'lii C';O:}erated q!·i;h t he 
Fmergency Committee: and he rec;.uest ed 1;hn t i t /ll so coope1·a·ce witllbim , as a member 
of the Elcecuti ve . lle r scommended tba·~ a small b·,dy be set u:i;, for po'.'..i•~ical \'IQr lc, 
representative of 1\.Je:-ican Zio:1'... em as a. s i :1~:•. e ill.:. i·.: wi i:hout r eg,ird t o par+,i es r 
rrhich together with the mem':i e1•:_. of. t he Ziou:,.s ·~ l=<crt·u:i; i ve. moe-.; 0:.1.d ,1ork daily., 
Re suggested that Dr, i1i s e as cht-.irman of t ho Ji},113::·e;e-\cy iJ,,,'Jr,l t ',oe . _and. ne. E'.s 
chairman of the Exeet1.~ ~v <:l ·be eu~o':7ere·: ·i;o a;:rp:i: .:~c ;, sU:o- •vJ· m,l ·:." a-; ,:; J ir~ing h i 
r ecommendat ions f o1.' t ile org.;..~!.i;r.V.on ;)f ,;uct1 a p,,:.:, i;:..r.eJ <.;Jlr.ill::.t·<>e'3 .. 'EH1 pre,~ent 
l ack of coordina.t i on wi. t h:...-i ·'.;:1~ :::l:me:-g":"~Y C ):ir:i:. t i, <1f,. r.:.i.l 1)or.··,eE>n :.h•j L.1'7:·genc;, 
Commi t t ee and the '.lilxec-"'tiv·e ',78!:I .:.:~r.io"J.s t o t.:l.o:.1i:3 ·'.: :i.n·~~~-e~ns-

Mrs . Halprin l'ec:nll ed the decision t o s ei; up a pol it'.cal 8v, ei;;:.-:.ng commi t t ee , 
t o m>rk uith Ur. l!en--(}.1r:i.on bu:c said ".hat thi i; wo-..lld no-.; 'be nd2o;iai;e fo r t he '"10rk 
that had to be do::ie~ She suppo~ted Ur. llen-Gl1r t on• s s-.i.t:;gest ion ·for an act ive 
political committeen 

It was unanimou tJ'.'..y ag;~eed tha t the Chairman of the ~er gency Committee and 
the Chairman of t he i!:xecut i ve b e author :l.zad to appoint a sub-col!lali tt ee and bring 
back r ecommendation s for t he s et ting up of a pol :!. ": tc ... ~. <>Olll-: i +;tee to dJ.r ect all 
poli tica1 rrork. 

.. 

-



CHAIRMAM OF THE OFFICE coitUTTEE 

Tho suggestion 'i70.S mode 't:3!'.t the election of o. Ch.-.il':!l:\.'1 of tlhe Offico 
Committee rold tho porsonnol of the poll ... cnl committoo be loft until the urri"fo.l 
of Dr. \Teizm,m.,i. HoTTevorr tho consensus of o:_;,i';ion \"TBS t~:i to bring Dr. IJeizrnann 
into e. discussion of porson..,iel ·,o>lld. ·ue .'.\ g-.::cnt dlssorvice to him :md thut it 
would be ,;roll to have th~.3 mntte: settled so ·~hn~ :.\o c-,ultl rr,>rk ·:rith n fully 
orgnnizod collllJlittoo 'i7hon he C'1Jll~, 

Judge LovinthP..l ':ms uun:i.imousJ.y elected ns c't,airmroi of tho Office CQmmittoc , 

Tho question of electing someone to sor--10 in !lis o.bsencc ·:-P.S tr.blocl., 

DR. iTElZMANlH 8 VISIT 

It rias agreed th11.t e.t tho end of ;\p:.-il a thrco d.ny conference of fu.l 
.Amoricnn Zionists be cnlloi!. to c.!.sr..uss purely :pol::.tical lile:,;to:-a •:-ith Ir.. :ieizmann. 
In connection nith th::.s co1.fe!<mco ~ ·ihore il:' to lie n c.i.nr1cr, ns proposed by tho 
ZOA Administrative moei;ing, Zionists from Cm1ni1>., Mexico P.nd. South America aro 
t-.lso to be invited. 

Tho Chairmrui ~o.s empowered to nppo:..nt n comm:.t-cco to bring in specific r ecom­
mendo.tions for arr~ngomc~ts ::ind plans for tho ~o~fcrcuco a~d dinner. 

UlfiliIT IUG 

It uas Agreed th:lt tho :1oxt meeting of t!lo Office Commi ttoo be held on 
Friday, Mnrch 13 nt 1:30, 

• 
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MINUTES OF ~;JIO OF OFF:tCE C0!,1Mrrn 

AMERICAN EMERGENS!Y COMM~ FOR z.:o:r~ST A,F:·"jl.!TIS. 

A ceeting of the Of!tce Committee of t:1e E1:1er·gency Committee for Zion.tst 
Affairs was held on Fridny, :-lai·ch 13, 1942 et 2f00 p ,m. 

PRESENT: Dr. ~·fise (presiclj.ng) , Y.rs. Ha.lp::-in , l4rs , PoolJ M.-. 811',.;l!ok, ·u1· . Goldst;ein 
Mr. Greenberg, M:.·, L:tpsky, l•ir. Szold, 

Mr. Ben-G-1.1r.::.on, D-~·. Qol.;j:Jann; Mr< Lour.:.e, Mr, N<ivmonn, M-:-. Weiscal. 

MEEI'ING AT MECCA TE\~L 

There was genere.l discu::ision on the meeting which had be1:n held the night 
before in Mecca Te1nple in c.o,mecc~on with the s:r...Jd:1g of '.;i"1e S-c:."lu:i,l. 

It was noted that no w~ws:_:iap1:1:.· had p1.•b:;.ished a news 1:;e1:1 en t-he 1:1ee'.;ing, 
and it was agreed that M>.•. Ne".lllla:1..1'1 1 s clepart,ment shou:!.d t-;:y to asoar ... ,ain the 
reason for the boyco·;;ti..'lg of the meeting by thr,; entii•e met:.:opc,:;_itan press, though 
reporters had attended. ~he meeting. 1,,:,-a. lla.1.pr:i.n stated that the faci that the 
meeting was only modero:t.ely we:..l attentl::,d de3pi.te very r.o!!R.:':.:ierab:!.e a1ve:c·i;isi.,g 
co~t,radicted the ste.teme,1ts made by ,a't':.:.0-:.1.& mewoers of the Cvl'llllit+it:e ·:;ho.ti ·i:.he 
!!Judische Gass n is clamor~.ng for mass mec1t:i:.ngs :; in ai,y cs.se ·i:.co mru1y a,1~ll meetL"'lgs 
had been held in th~ past mon.1:!U! for effe~1ttv·e.:e::;s. ~~r·. L'l.ps'...:,1 a.;.d M;- . \1erti:leim 
pointed to the success{{l1i_t.meEr;;.i.ng ox-g.:.~ri.r,ed by ~:1e Poale Zio,1 a ftiw aays after the 
disaster, as indicatinb tfie deJ.ay in ho.Lding the Mecca Temple meeting !.iad dissipa­
ted to some extent the sponta'leous desi1•e of many people for a."l illlmed::at.a public 
reaction, 

Hr. Neumann reoorted thst 'edit,or!als on the sinL."i:iE:; of t:1a ;;Struma1; had 
appeared in the New York Times and in the ti~f.qtion. 

ZIOUIST CONFERENCE_ 

Mr, 
~evinthal. 

Weisgal repo:-ted the receip•::, of t ~e foll,:>wing let t;m:· from Judge 

"Dear Meye::-, 
Subject to the approval of th~ Office Committee of the 

Emergency, I should l :i'ke •,;o ask you to take cha;~g'i: of t be 
administrative wo1•k in conaeotioa w-.i.'.;h t ne p;,•opoE>eJ convening 
of a thr.ee-day Conference of Z~.onis·i;c o.f P.merj.'::a to be he:!.d 
some time in April after the arrival of Dr. Cr.aim Weizma.n.l'l. 

In connection with thia Oo:1fere11ce, it is prQpose.d to 
have a fu·,1ction :tn honor of D1•, KeiZIDa~m v:1der che a1.•.spict1s 
of the Zionist Orga.'llz~ion of America. It is desired tila·t 
the latter fu..--ict:'..on be?8th.mi."'!ating event in conne:rtion with 
the All-Zionist Conference • 

.l!. ~Policy Commit toe will b,i appointed that will cooperate 
with you in the arra:1gement of ·.:;his Confe::-ence. 

Sincer:;ily yours, 
(S:lgned) 

Louis E. Levinthal 

.,,, 



. There w8 s some disc\1.ss~.on as to the procedure adopted by Judge Levinthal-
It was pointed out that Judge Levinthal !'lad written the letter Just before he had 
left for a tour of the country on behalf' of the WA and had not had time to bri.,g 
the matter personally before '.;he meeting as he ...ould otherwise have done. 
Mr. Neumann took exception to the p1•ocedUZ'e on 'Ghe grol1nj that Mr, Weisgal had 
been delegated to arrange a conference which properly belonged under the Public 
Relations department without previous consuJ.ta·l;ton wi-l;h or approval of the 
Committee. He said that such methods could lead ofily to organizational confusion. 

It was emphasized that Judge Lev:l.nthal had :-1ot eppo:l:11;ed Mr, We:t.sga1 to 
arrange the Conference, bu·I; had suggested it, n;;ubjeict to the approvaJ. 11 of tl1e 
Office Committee. Mr, Weisgal said, i\1rther, t-hat he did not seek this job, but 
had been pressed for several weeks to under·bake the arl'angement foi" a dim1er to 
be given to Dr, Weizmann and he had refused to underl;ake th:t.s unless he at the 
same time had complete cha,~ge of the arrangements for the conference, with which 
the function for Dr, vleizma..--m was to be associated. He said that if the 
Office Committee endorsed Judge Levinthal 1s recom:uendation, he ~~uld be glad to 
serve provided it were understood that he be in comple'.;e charge of all arrange .. 
ments, and that any committee which might be appoin'.;ed be considered a policy 
committee only, and no·b a ~-orking committee. 

After considerable dlscussion, the Office Committee authorized 
Mr, Weisgal to take charge of a thz'ee-dey Z:ton.ist CJonference and dinner to 
Dr. Weizmann. It was further agreed that a ccmmittee conr,isting of one repre­
sentative of each of the !'our oi-g611~.zations be appointed to lay down the pol1cy 
of the Oonference, 

There was further discussion on the question of the dinner to Dr. Weizmann ; 
as to whether it should be held under the auspices of t~e Z\JA or unde~ the 
auspices of the Emergency Committee -..'lioh is to ca.11 the Conference. Hr. Szold 
pointed out that the ZOA Executive committee had all?eady decid.ad to give a din."ler 
to Dr. Weizmann at which it was hoped to raise a considerable amount of money. 
He believed that no change should be made in these plans without consultat~on 
with Judge Levinthal, 

Mr. Bublick1 Mrs, Pool and Mr. Wertheilll all expressed themselves as 
having no objection to the dinner being held in connection 't/1.th the needs otlihe 
ZOA, provided the Conference were called under the auspices of the Emergency 
Committee, as representing all ronist parties. 

The following decisions were made:!. 

l. A three-day conference of Zionists of America is to be held some tilne 
at the end of April primal"ily to discuss pol~tical problems with 
Dr. Weizmann, The conference shall be called 110onference of the Zionist 
Orgmizations of the United States:r. Members· from Canada, M.3xico, etc. 
are to be invited. 

2. It shall be cel:irl under the auspices of the .American Emergency 
Committee for Zionist Affairs, 

3. In connection )1ith the Conference a banquet to Dr. Weir.mann shall be 
arranged under the auspices of the WA, 

4. Mr. Weisgal was authorized to secure D~. We1zma..n 1s consent to these 
suggestions by cable. 
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MR. NEUMANN 

It was recalled that some time ago the p:':'aestd:t.um of the Office Committee 
bad been requested to discuss the matte1· of adj~s•i:;i n.g Mr. tfoumann1s salary. In 
view of the fact ~hat this committee had neglac·l;ed i;o bring ir, a :recommendation, 
the committee recently appoj.n·ced to oonsidgr the stetus o~ M:-. Neumann, now 
recommended that he be given ~'l,000 which eha:.l be deemed to cover the adjustment 
for the last 12 months. This r-enommende:tion was._. accepted. It was understood 
tllat this adjustment doos no·l; af£eot any fUt1U"c ar:t-ar.gements for Mr. l~ewr.a::u1's 
salary. 

ARAB..JEwISH BWieATIONS COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Pool proposed that the Arab-J~wish Relations Oommittee of Hadassah 
should properly be a cOllilllittee of the Emerge~cy Committee, which should take over 
responsibilitf for it. 

Dr. Goldmann said that he would be in favor of such a oomm:'-ttee of the 
Emergency Oommittee, but wa.~ted the personnel ru1d the terms of reference defined. 

Mrs. Pool said that the committee, under the chairma..;.ship of Mrs. Jacobs, 
included in its membership Professor S~lo Ba:.-ou and P:rof. Oanar Ja11owsky; 
Dr. I.B. Berkson, Dr. Hal.kin, Dr. Schloess,.nger; Mrs. Pool, Mrs. D. Greenberg, 
Mrs. Halprin. and Mrs. Rosensohn. Thus far the terms of ~eference had beent 

l. 'Dhe collection of all available ma~erial on the subject in America 
and Paleetf.no 1 and 

2. the analysis of the various relevant documents. 

Mies Lot~a Levensohn had been engaged in Palestine to secure material And 
Mr. Moshe Perlman had been sngaged to oo reeauc!1 "ork L-i New Yo:t"k. The budget 
allotted was $4,000 anr.ually, bv.t this was no·~ sufficient to coYer the needs of 
the committee_, 

It WU nnen1mouelf agreed that a committee consiet:\ng of Mr. Ben-Guriai1, 
~rs. Ralprlr. and Dr.-. Ck,ld1uanz1 disouc.s "th'3 terma of r o!''l!::enc.a w1th Mrs . ,Tacobai> 
the chairmfll\ of the Arab-Jewish Relations Ool:amittee of Hadaeec1ll. 

lt was fUrthe~ unde~stood that if this comm1ttee should come under the 
aegis of the Emergency Oommitte.e, nothihg that has been done her.etQJiare by the 
40lm!littee shall be .considered bf.nding uptn the Emergency Oomniitte~/~o far as the 
Emergenoy Qommittee is concerned, the sub-cO!IIIDiM~ee c,n Arab-Jewish Relations 
wuld in etfeot begin da riovo~ In addi·i;io1?1 it l,iee ag-.. •eed t!1e.t no public state­
ment of 8nf kind be issued by the Ara.b-.t~lsh Relations Oommittee without the 
approval of the Emergenoy Committee. 

Mrs. Pool was asked to request her Boa:rd to continue the .J4, 000 vubeidy 
allocated for the Arab-Jewish Relations Oommittee, in the event that it be teken 
over. by the Emergenoy Oommittee. 

ECONOMIC ADYISER'..IN WASHINGTON 

Mr. 8zold moved that authority be give.i to employ Mr. Rehaviah Lewin­
Epstein for economic work in Washington a..-id New York for six months at a salary 
whioh should be on the basis · of $100 per week, if ha were in New York. Thie does 
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not preclude the possibility that Mr . Lem.n-Epstein be used also for political 
-work, but Mr. Levi."l-Epstein is to be retai"led primarily for economic work, and 
securing infil:rlllation from Washington to be ~sed by us. 

Mr. Neumann said he had hoped that Mr. I,sw::.n-Epstsin might at/my rate 
for the time being serve as a generelL representative of the Committee in 
washington on all matters, since suc!t a pe~ao~ had not yet been engaeed. 

Mr. Szold said that he wanted .tt thr,r.o•.\ghly v.nderst ood that t he appoint­
ment of Mr. Lewin-Epstein for economic work in Washington in no way superseded 
or conflicted with the necessity for having a man thereffor public relations 
and political work. 

The Committee authorized t!le employment of Mr. Lewin-Eµtein on the 
basis outlined. 

The date of the next meeting was set for ,:ednesday1 March 18 at 4:30. 

Arthur Lourie. 
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Louis E. Levinthal 
606 City Ball 
Philadelphia 

March 13, 1942 

His Jlxcellency 
His Britannic. Majesty's Ambassador, Viscount Halifax, 
The British Embassy 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Lord Halifax: 

+n acknowledging receipt of your letter of March 4th, I wish to 
thank you for cabling to London concerning the release of the. "Darien" 
refugees. We are sincerely grateful to you also for your personal ex­
pression of sympathy for the victims of the "Strum.a" disaster. 

We are keenly e.wa.re of the importa.'lce of the point made in the 
concluding phrases of your lGtter . In the present struggle with the 
Nazis it is indeed of vital concern that no rift should be allowed to 
develop•- among the forces e.ligned against them. I can assure you further 
that as Jews we are all deeply anxious to make a maximum contribution to 
the joint effort , That wns true no less of the men and women on the 
"St1V111a" who had hopedmt only to find in Palestine a refuge, but also 
the opportunity to ploy their part in the struule ag~i~st their oppres­
sors . One hu..'ldred a'ld fifty survivors of the ill-starred 11Patrin11 are 
at this moment fighting as soldiers age.inElt the Nazis. liEcy I say. 
h9wever , that insofar as your letter failed to indicate a.'ly appreciation 
of the reasons for the Jewish reaction, it was deeply pai!lful to meJ 

Suppose that :thglish men , T10men a.'ld children, fortunately es­
caping from the Japa.'lese atrocities at Hong Kong (nnd I cP-11 assure t,ou 
that the massacres in Bucharest, in Jassy, in the Bucovina O..'ld in 
Bessarabia were nq whit less terrible) wore after ~eeks of perilous 
travel to have arrived at last, at the end of their resourccs 1 in the 
Dutch East I!'ldies, X>niyn:bo: bo turned away to certnin death because they 
had not complied ~1th the immigration forma"lities - would not the 
whole British vrorld have cried out 1n horror and in t>-'lger? And for 
the 11 Struma" refugees, Pnlestine was not just Javar it WAS the o!lela.'ld 
to which, in their innocence, t~ey hoped they could go As of right. 

That is why men like Dr. Wiizma.'l.'l 0 like tho heads of the Zionist 
Executive in Jerusalem, like the leaders of the moVllll!ent here , who have 
time and ngain show:i their admiration for a.'ld, indeed devotion to Britain, 
reacted with such bitterness to the action of the Palestine Administration 
a.'ld of the Coloninl Office in refusing entry to tho 11Struma" refugees . 

Obviously, the primary responsibility for the fate of the refugees 
lies with the Uazis . In the resolution of tho .Administrative Cou.'lcil of 
the Zio!list Orgo..'lization of America, at its meeting in Philadelphia on 
March 8th, a copy of nhich I enclose, that point is emphasized, llle 
fact remains , however, that but for the attitude of the Palestine Adz:linis­
tration these people might still be nli ve; a-'ld if indig!lation against 
the British authorities is high, it is because Britain - .which is dedicated 
in the fight for a better world to the wiping out of Nazi tyro..'l."l$il - ca.'l?lot 
be measured by the same sta."ldards as that tyranny itself. 

We America.."l Zionists certaL~ly r ~lize that confi dence in the 
British Government i s essential to the ~orale of the America.'l people in 
the war in which we are engaged as allies. But ne Clm!lot ig!lore the fact 
that the task of maintaining that confide."lc~ a'ld of inspiring faith in the 
oldest denocratic country in :Bhrope must be founded in the first place on 
the action of the British Government itself . 

With renewed aesura.'lce of my personal esteem, I am , 

Faithfully yours, 

(Signed) Louis E. Levinthal 
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MINJll'ES OF QFll~...Q.QMMlI...TK.J:YllKt:r.llil 
AMERICJ,N $?-..$.RO~CD:~~MJ,1IT'J'EE VCR z:::oN:;:s:; AFFAIRS 

A mesti.-,g of. the Office Oomm~.ttae of '.;he AF!e,.•:.~an Emergency Committee f::, .. 
Ziontst .affai:-s ... :as held en \ieclnesday af';;er:100:1, 1,1arch 18 at 4•50 et ,U E. -12un. s· 

PRESFJNTa Dr. \iise (pt"eeiding) , Mesl.\rs. B~blie;k: O;-ee"iberg, Oo:.clste"'."I, TJipe~, 
Werthe:i.m; Ma:.idax.ies HaJ.p:-i,"l anci Sh,i."una~i .• 

Mesars. Ben-Ourion, Oold~ann, !~vrie, NeUJ!la:nn, Weisgal. 

JEWISH ARMY 

Mr. Neumann reported that pursuant to the statement in oppce:i.tion to a 
Jewish Army issued by 57 1·eform :-abbis he had secured a coui;r a.j" st i:tP.munt from 
Rabbi JBllles Heller, President of: the Central Ooafe.:-e~1co of Amer:to:11, Rabb:l.s; he lia-1 

also circulart:;,.e,! 1,000 rabble, 30v of. w!lo:o had al:ready res:r,ond..-:d :t.n:ilcatin{; 'Ghei • 
endorsement of the Jewish Army. I'ii was agreed that Sl'lllOU.l'.ceme::r,·, of i;he s"-;->pot'1; 
of these rabbis be given publicity tro'Ough paid ad-/'ert,:ia4Jtg spnoe 1n th'3 Nev. York 
Times on Friday morning and in the llew lork !ler:ru...d-'l'rl.mr1e •~,1e follow-;,.ng Monda;y·. 
The names of all rabbi~ endorsi"lg the Je'Wish Amy are to appPar in the advertiae­
ment. The advertis0ments ahoul:l b1:1 of ·the tJ8llle size as ·bhoae on the 11Stru,na11 

meeting. 

REFQQEE Ar,r.oWANQES 

It was agreed that the '-1.300 originall.y allocated for the transportatio,1 
of refugees and r.ef'u.ude'!d by Thomas Ciook & Sou shoulci be uued as :i:,art of a futid fo,~ 
monthly allo-wances to general Zlonist ref\tgeds i."l 'i;hie cou."ltry • 

~ORl' OF OO}!MITTEE ON STATUS OF MR. l®M,\NN 

Mrs. Halprin ~eported the following: 

a) An adjustment :ll Mr. Neumann1 s salary for the past year had been made i,~ 
the Office Oommi•~tee at a previOl.\S meeti::lg and that matter was closed. 

b}Mr. New'l8?lll I s salary henceforth should be at the rate of $8,000 per yef. 

c) As regards M:-. Neumannts status in the ~ommittee, the question had 
arisen as to whether l-1:.-. !~eumann should be appointed di'!'ectol' of the Committee. 
Mrs. Halprin drew the distinction betwee."l the coil'~rol of policy which wuld include 
the planning of program and which should be in the ha,1ds of a politie:al committee . 
and the Public Relations work -whtch 'WSS 1n fact the biggest Job which the committet 
bad to face. For this latter vo:..•k Mr. Neumann was uniquely qualified and the 
recommendation of the committeewas that he should continue as director or Public 
Relations. Naturally there were points at which political action and public reJ.a .. 
tions overlapped and these questions -would be adjusted in consultation. 

Mr. Neumann stated that as he understood it, the sub-committee had not 
reached arq clear decision and was not in a position to make a definite recommend~ 
tion. Thus, one suggestion had been that he should be Executive Director, a sec(."'' 
that he · be jointly responsible with Dr. Goldmann for carrying out political aotio., 
dectded on by the Oommlttee. Dr. Goldstein also stated that in bis view there hbJ. 
been no o1ear decision on the part of the sub-oOllllllittee. 
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Dr. Ooldmann stated that at its meeting on March ll, the Office Oommltt'"'l 

had decided that the Ohairma.'l of t!1e Office Committee and the Chairman of the 
Zionist Executive should tiogeth~r make recomme:idationa to the Office Committee f,:·, 
the setting up of a political committee. In the light of tha·~ action of the 
Office Committee the whole i,ituati on had to 'b& ·v:\.&vad differently. Mrs. Ha1p1·,."l 
agreed and stated that she had pointed out at the last meeting of the sub-comr,d:1;­
tee on Mr. Neuman:1'a et-at\ls that t!le setti'ng up of a special political co:Jlll)itt.e·~ 
put the matter on a different plane. Mr. N~.'UDann should be urged to continue in 
charge of Public Relations, Referring to Dr. Ooldstein1s statement, M1•s. Halpr!;·. 
said that the sub-committee had in any case been against the appointment of 
Mr. Neumann as Executj.ve Director. 

Rr. Neumann said that there were three separate questions involveds 
al Public Relations 
b Political ..rork 
c General Executive Direction of the liOrk of the Committee. 

Mr. Neumann said that when he had first come to the Emergency CommitteP. 
he had tllought that Dr. Goldmann would be the E:xecutive in chat·ge of the office , 
In fact, however, there was no Executive Director respons:i.ble for carrying out tlv 
instructions and action of the Offica Committee. The rasult was that the work of 
the Committee was not organized rationally and that there were a series of iJ.•ri-• 
tations, deficiencies and delays. ije said that even if he were to agree that hie 
work should be cnnfined solely to Public Rela',;ione, the situation existing bE>­
cause of a lllck of an Executive Director l>Culd st;.11 have to be -remudied. More­
over, he did not know where to draw the line betweEn Political work and public 
relations 'WOrk. For SX8lllple, at the moment he was tryihg to get members of the 
Senate to speak from the noor on the Struma disaster. Thie was definitely 
Public Relations "WOrk but it was also Political work. 

However, all of these problems might be ironed out, but something else 
bad come up -.hich altered the situation radioell.yt The Chairman ct'the Office 
Committee, supported by the Office OOllilllit~ee, had appointed Mr. Weisgal to organ­
ize the three day conference of American Zionists without previous consultation 
with the Director of the Public Relations department. This oonferenoe was defin­
itely a public relations enterprise and the Chairman of the Office Committee had 
simply chosen to take the matter out of the hands of the Public Relations Dept. 
without regard to his own position. As a matter of fact* Mr. Newnanh said that hi 

informal talks with Mr. Weiegal it had become immediately apparent that the organ-• 
izing of the conference was closely linked up with the work and plane of the 
Public Relations Oommittee. 

Mr. Nwmann t\lrther pointed out that in limiting his activity to trublic 
Relations work solely he would be doing what he was not completely qualified to 
do in the sense 1n which the Committee understood it. He said that he was not a 
press agenti he was not good at organizing large meetings and that these activiti,· 
were not in hie sphere. 

He would therefore like t• request the Emer~ncy Committee to make 
arrangements to find a suitable person to take his place and have him relieved of 
his duties at the earliest possible moment. He said that in the light of these 
oiroumstances the matter-or his salary became irrelevant. 

Mrs. Halprin said she believed thet Rr. Neumann's position on the 
question or the arrangements for the conference and dinner was correct. She sR:'.o. 
that organizationally it vae not right that the crganization of this C()nfe:i;--.­
ence be taken out of the jurisdiction of the Public Relations Department and s:1~ 
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recalled that at the previous meeting when the matter was up for discussion mar.:y ~t 
the members of the Office Committee had expressed this point of view. Mr. u~,lLla111, 

statement, therefore2. that his attitude had been completely dieregarded.1 mu.st b;;. 
.read .in ~he light or that fact. 

Dr. Ilise pointed out that in view of Mr. Weisgal 1s special relat~on ti) 
Dr. Weizmann for whom the conference and dinner were be:;_ng ax-·:anged1 ~.t was !'lrJ!'. 

illogical that he should be .taked '.;o be in charge of these spe~:l,.al i'unct.::o,,~. :i,~ 
did not believe that e:l.ther Judg'3 Levinthal or the Office Oommit,tee :'llea--it thai; 
Mr. Weisgal would not work in close cooperation with Mr. Neumann alld hts d·=pa't' l:.mf! ,, 

Mr. Weisgal said that he wished to repeat what he had previously said on 
this subjects He had neither sough; nor did he now seek the job and if his with­
drawal wuld in _any way help ·in an•anging ,matters v.t.th Mr. Neumann or would help 
the Zionist cause, he would be glad to vithdraw. 

A discussion followed on the question of Mr. Neumann1s position as 
Director of Public Relations, in the course of which the distinction was dra .. m 
between Public Relations as a service agency for political actioh, and con·brol cf 
the political policy of an organization. 

Mr. Neumann at this point asked to have it made clear that he had ns·.r~:~ 
suggested that he be given contro-1 of the political 'tlOrk of the Emergency COllllll:d,!;e, 
However, he asked the Emergency Committee to give serious consideration to the or­
ganization and administratbn of the actual .,;O1•k which had to be done. He sald that 
quite apart from personal considerations the Emergency COllllllittee should plan how 
it would function from the point or viev of the executive and administrative as­
pects of its work. The only sound procedure he thought he was to have an Executivl 
Director whose task it would be to see that the instructions of the political com• • 
mittee are carried out. 

Mr. Ben-Ourion said that he thought the issue was being confused, Inas­
much as he and Dr. Wise had been authorized to bring in recommendations for a 
Political Committee and these recommendations had not yet been brought in, he cou~< 
not see that the discussion of Mr. Neumann's status on political matters was be­
fore the Bommittee. 

Dr. Ooldmann urged that the eternal discussion of whether or not there 
should be an Executive Director be discontinued. The discussion was being bul'dA.n~<' 
by too many side issues. He felt that the question of Mr. Weisgal 1s appointment 
to organize the conference and dinner was not relevant inasm-4.ch as it could easi1•·1 

be arranged that he work in close cooperation with Mr. Neumann. It was impossibl-::­
for Zionist organizations, because of the nature of their problems and personnei. 
always to function according to a plueprint. He said that this was a time to be 
completely frank. It was his understanding that the question was whether or not 
Mr. Neumann should become Executive Director of the Emergency OoJIJDittee. He wot• l<, 
consider Mr. Neumann's resignation a deplorable loss, and would urge Mr. Neumann 
not to press the question of appointment as Executive Director but to cmntinue as 
Director of Public Relations. 

Director. 
discuss. 

Mr. Neumann said that he would not consider apppintment as Executive 
Dr. Goldmann said that if this was so then there was nothing further t c 

Mr. Wertheim urged that the discussion be postponed until Mr . Ben-Ourt. 
and Dr. Wise had brought in their recommendations for the setting up of a Poli~ic1 
Committee end he further urged that Mr. Neumann retain his position as Directo:4 or 
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Public Relations. At this point, Dr. Wise latt and Mr. Lipsky took the c!lAi~-

Dr. Goldstein urged that the matter be pos~ponad until the re'.mr.n oi' kir 
Chairman of the Office Committee. 

Mr. Wertheim said that in principle he did ::iot agree in postponing a11r 
action until the :eeturn of the C::Oairman i."?Je.s"!Jiuch as :-ie m:ight freque~'ltly be e':•,;e1·, 
and the work of the Committee had to oont i:1ue. 

Mr. Neumann said that he had hopE>d ~o turn ove:t· ail hJ.:.i pe11c.inc:; 11,· 1,1,•i•r..:. 
to Mr. Lourie who might then take over, as so?n as poss::.ble. 

Nr. Lourie said that he d!.d :1ot war.t to leave eithnr Mr. Naum11nn or th? 
Office Committee with the impression t!lat if Mr, Ncu:nan."l did this he would take­
over his wrk. He said that at the least he w.:,uld m:ge Mr. Naumann to contitr:.1t:. 
for another few months until a new man was found. He himself could not fill t he 
gap. 

Mrs. Halpr:f.n said that if Mr. Nauma;1.n felt the Jack of an Executi Yf: 
Director to be so deplorable, carte.inly the lack of a Public Relations Dj_~··ect.o·· 
would be even more deplorable. Mo1·eov-er, she said that if the lack of e.n 
Executive Director was the reason for hie l.eaving surel.y that was as much thg 
responsibility of the Office Committee as of M~. Neuma.nn. 

It. Mr. Neumann reiterated that he had never asked or proposed tha•;; h~ bt> 
made Political Director of the &nergenoy Oommittee Slld that he would luve bei:r1 
willing to work under a competer1t and qualified Executive Director. He v.sk':'d t;o 
have recorded that he disclaimed responsibility for the inactivity of tl,E: l!.'?lle:•:-• 
gency Committee with which he had bee11 charged by Zionists throughout thP count'l',,-

Dr. Ooldmann pointed out that the inactivity or shortcomings of the 
Emergency Committee could certainly not be blamed on Mr. Neumann. He made the fo~.­
lowing proposal• That the officers of the Emergency Committee and the Cha:!.rman 0t 
the Public Relations Committee should again take up the question with Mr. Neumao•i , 

A motion that the matter of the resignation of Mr. Neumann be referre~ 
for further consideration to a Committee as proposed by Dr. Ooldmann was unani­
mously carried. 

Dr. Ooldstein informed the Committee that as a representative of the W 1, 

he would refer the whole question ot Mr. Neumann as Executive Director or 
Du-ector of Public Relations to the Z.OA EXecutive. 

FRENCH PAI:ESTINE QOMMI~ 
Dr. Ooldmann reported on a litter which he had received from Justin 0.Jd.P· ·• 

formerly a leading membersot the French Senate and head of the French Palestine 
Committee, requesting a subsidy tor the continuation of pro-Zionist wrk in Fr~nc' 
After discussion it was agreed that a grant of $600 per annum be made for thia "11~1: 

ADDENDUM TO MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 12 - re• Pension to Mrs. Jabotinsky -

)(rs. Pool said that ahe waa ready to recommend to the National Board of 
Hadassah that a grant for the needs of Mrs. Jabotinslcy be made out of the Shekel 
monies payable by Hadaseah to the Executive in Jerusalem. 

A. Lourie. 
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MINUTES OF OFf..ZCE COID{'.l'.T'l'EE ME]:IT.lN_G_ 
J.MLRlQAN EM~J.l~ii)NOY OOMMY;TF-E FOR ZlO~IST AFFAIRS 

Monday, March 23, 1942. 

#GO 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs was held on Monday, March 23, at 1 ;50 p.m. 

PRESENT a Dr. Wise, (presid.tng) t Mr. Lipsky, Mr. ilor·thei ll' , M:::-s . Halprin, Mrs. Pool, 

Mr. Ben-Gurion, Dr, Goldmann; Mr. Lourie, Dr. Petegc:::-sky, Mr. Schulson, 
Mr. Weis~. 

ACTION ON STATDtENT OF REFOEM RABBIS IN RE JEWISH AmJI 
Mrs, Pool asked to have record.ad Hadassah1s dtspleasure and distress that the 

statement of the reform Rabbis in support of a Je.,,.ish Army was publicized :l.n the 
form of a paid advertisement. She also recalled that Hadassall had requested '.;hat 
its name never be used .... ithout previous consultation. 

Mrs, Halprin pointed out that she had attended the meeting at whic~ the 
decision to publish the ad had been made, but had arrived late. However, no one 
had mentioned the matter to her and she hadl!nown nothing about it until the next <by . 

The chairman suggested that a brief review of all decisions be made before the 
end of each meeting, so that all those present might be informed of action taken. 

CONFERENCE AND DINNER TO DR. WEIZMANN 
_Dr. Ooldmar.n reported the meeting of the sub-committee on the Zionist 

Conference to be held with Dr. Weizmann, 

1. Xt had been proposed that the 118eting be held in Atlantic Oity. 
2, It was agreed that representation to the Conference be as follows• 

Hadassah- 75J ZOA - 75J Poale Zion-:- 45J Mizrachi- 35. 
3. The Poale Zion and Mizrachi members of the sub-committe·e had taken stiong 

objection to the IOA tendering a dinner under its auspices alone, as part of a 
Conference called by the Elllergency Committee. 

Considerable discussion followed Dr. Goldmann Is report. Mrs. Pool reiterated, 
on behalf of Hadaseah, that if the 'ZIJA could be helped to wipe out its deficit 
through the dinner, then Hadassah had no objection. 

Mr. Wertheim stated that people will come f:-:om all aver the country for a 
Conference which would be a syi:i!bol of unity~ A ZOA sponsored dinner as part of 
such a Oonference 1,-ould not be in consonance with the spirit of unity. 

Mr. Schulson reported the discussion at the ZOA executive committee meeting 
as follows• It was decided to hold the dinner in abeyance until Dr. \1e1zmann 1s 
arrival when the matter .... 111 be discussed with hiJD. The Conference should be held 
over until the end of June. 

Mr. Weisgal said that March 13 the Office uommittee had decided to have a 
Oonference and dinnlr, which he was to arrange. In accordance ....1th this decision 
Judge Levinthal and he had sent a detailed cable to Dr. Weizmann asking hie appro­
val of these plans to which a reply had alrea~ been received indicating 
Dr. Weizmann's aooeptanoe of all these plans. The J!Aergenc1 Committee, 
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Mr. Weisgal stated, shol\ld deal with the sltuat,ion in the light of these facts 
and not be influenced in its decision by exb~a.~eous issues. 

Mrs. Halprin said that if the dinn~r u.~d~r the auspices of the WA were to 
be a fund-raising functio=i, Hadassah would inf..ist that matters be first clmred up 
so far as the UJA is concerned, 

After some further discussior. the follow:i.ng mo•:,i,)11 was un~t1ously approved? 
To continue preparations for an ex'i;raorcli.1a..,· Z:i.on:;.st Cc!lference u.nder the 
auspices of the Emergency Committee to be l:eld at 'i;he earl11a1st possible moment 
consonant with the wishes of Dr. Weizmann. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion said that American entry into the war had created new and 
- urgent problems for us. Either the proposed conferenc~ wns important or it was 

not. If it was important that such a conference be held~ he failrl to understand 
that the ZlJA should wish to postpone it because of a fut-id-raising dinner. 
Palestine was in grave danger and our efforts to do anything to help mig:1t be toe 
late. There are not four Palestines - one for Hadassa~., one for ZOA, one for 
Mizrachi and one for Poale Zion. There is only one Palestine end our fi:.:st re­
sponsibility was as Zionists and not to pariy interests. 

The chairman requested Mr. Sch\\lson to comm\.,nicate to Judge Levinthal the 
substance of the views exp1·essed and said that he hilllself would write to hw, 
so that he would appreciate the advisability of holding the Conference at the 
earliest possible moment. 

There was some further discus3ion on arrangements for the Conference. It 
was agreed that Mr. Weisgal arrange the Confer.ence, under the di2·ection of a 
sub-committee of the Office Committee and with the undsrs'canding that the finan­
cial arrangements are to be in charge of the regular officers of the Emergency 
Committee. 

The opinion was expressed that the conference should be held in Nev Yo~k. 
Dr. Wise and Mr~Pool expressed disapproval of the Waldorf-Astoria. as the m2eting 
place for the Conference. 

Later in the meeting Mr. ~zold telephoned to say that he had received a 
telegram from Judge Levinthal stating that in his view Mr. \:l&isgal would be 
the most suitable pe~son to a~range the dinner. 

RED CROSS 

Mrs. Pool reported that Hadassah had made an appointment with Mr. Norman 
Davis, head of the Rod Cross, to discuss with him the proposal to make available 
to the army Hadassah 1s hospi•tal facilitie~ in Palestine 1~ith the possibil.lity tllat 
some parallel arrangements might be made wi•tn the Red Cross. 

POLITICAt OOMMfflEE 
'with reference to the proposal for the setting up of a political committee, 

it was reported that it. had been very strongly felt by the 11ational Board of 
Hadassah that itoPresident must be a member of such a aommittee. 



. ... 
, .- , . 

- 3 -
RESIGNATION OF DR, PETEOOP.SKY 

Dr. Wise invited Dr. Petegorflk"/ to make a statement to the Committee on the 
reasons roi• his resignation. Dr. P,;,tego:rsky said he had come t.o the 0ommittee 
ten weeks ago after reejgning a posi';;ion on the eta.ff of f.n-cioch College. He had 
taken this step with some reluc'.;ani::e but, he felt t!'lat this \/BB a criticcl moment 
in world affairs and tha·I; it was hl.s d•.l'~Y as a Jew ·l;o actlep'L the offer that had 
been made to him. Dr. eetegoreky pl"oceeaed to critice!.:.e the functioning of the 
Committee on the ground of inefficiency a."ld of irr:es;>o:1si':>ility on the part of 
pavpls who·-eboultl be responsible . ~cisions would be take-.1 and then revoked on 
inad:!juate grounds . The Committee concerned i .t;self too much with details. Its 
concepts of the functions which it should perform see~ed to him inadeqi.late. 
There was further a lack of information and research. In the circumstances he 
felt that hie energies could be used to better purpose in other fields. At the 
request of the Chairman, Dr. Petegorsky added that he ~~uld be glad to draw up 
a memorandum indicating what in his view was requil·ed to produce more effective 
action on the part of the Committee . 

A. Lourie . 
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Mizro.chi ~ i;e.nizatio¥1 of 

l:!153 l3roadmiy 
Ne'11 York, N. Ye 

.ADerica 

. 
Dr. Stephen Se TTise, Chairoan 
l!bergeney Gooo, f0r. Zicnist .Affairs 
41 Fast ~~nd ::,;.r!lel; 
Ne'l1 Yo r~ CJ. -i;y 

Dear Dro i71se~ 

Uarch 12th, 1942 

It mis '171th iC!l'leasurable disnppoi:itment that our Administrative 
Cor.D'Ji ttee learned that the l:izrachi Organization of .Atlerica 
received only one place on the ('ffice Cor:JJ-:iittee of the EI:iergency 
Collltlittee mile the Poale Zion have received on additional place, 
thous}1 it nae done under a difi eren t label, 

It is the unanioous opinion of our administration. that such action 
cannot possibly be accepted. by organizat1on1 since it reduces us 
unjustifiably to a position of least sisnificanco. • 

We have alrreys been of thEi opinion that the Emergency CoDT.li ttee 
should, indeed, give equal representation to all Zionis~ groups: 
beint;, as it is, a body t:bich does not seek to rule by najority 
vote, nor does it \?ant to iopose its nill on ninorities) It is 
r a ther an agency for the expression of the united nill as '7811 as 
a oediwn for the 'Ullited action of the ruo totality of ori;anized 
Zionist opinion. If, however, it has been decided to have najor 
and minor groups, i7& finally consl.\nted to such procedure. 

!tis, however, '78 repeat, cost un\"larrant&d to.advance the repre­
sentation of one of the ro-called cir.or affiliates of the :Ebergency 
Ccmmittee and leave our position in status quo,, If, for the sake 
of e:xpedieney-, it '788 found 1::1ore practical to add several members 
to the list of 11virilists" '11& cannot and shall r.ot yield to the 
apparent supposition of the l!bergency Coco,. ttee that '78 have no 
individual or individuals mo can qualify for this category, although 
'11& are genaral:cy' &nfused as to mat makes one a 11virilist" in eo far 
as the E:Dergen.:;r Committee is concerned., 

We definitely do feel and are utter:cy' convinced that we have a 
Illl!llber of individuals mo are most rep1•esentative of Zionim:i i~ 
general and religious Zionism in particular and are considered 
simultaneously the spokesmen of orthodox Jerrr:, in this count17 0 

It is painful to say it, but rre must state mo st clearly that '118 

cannot and shall llOt accept the status \'lhich you have assigned us 
and we shall be forced to take action should the situation remain 
unchanged in regard to our representation, sonething mich we hope 
will become unnecessary by your proper reconsideration and adjustment 
of the matter. 

With assurance of our deep appreciation for your indulgence and 
consideration, I am, 

mk/rlp 

Sincere:cy' yours, 

liabbi Max Xirschblum 
Executive Secreta'Q' 
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fil~l't'ES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MF;ET~NG 
Af!ERIOAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFA:RS 

April 7, 1942, 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Elllergency Committee for Zionist 
Affairs was held on Tuesday, April 7 at 1•ao p.m. 

PRESENTi Dr. Wise (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mr. Gellman, Mr. Greenberg, 
Judge Levinthal, Mrs. Shulman, Mr, Szold, Mr. Wertheim; 

Mr. Ben-Ourion, Dr. Goldmann; Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal, 

CONffiRENQE 

Mr. WeisgeJ.,in submitting a tentative program for the forthcoming conference 
reported that the UPA had planned a Conference of the National Council in New 
York on May third in New York, which wuld cul~inate with a dinner in honor of 
Rabbi Silver. He thought this would seriously interfere with the plans for the 
Zionist Conference and therefore confer·red with Mr. Montor with a view to working 
out a mutually satisfactory arrangement. Mr. Montor had agreed to a tentative 
proposal which was made subject to the approval of the Office Committee, to can­
cel the UPA f.\mction if the Sunday afternoon of the Zionist Conference would be 
devoted to the UPA Council and the dinner to Dr, Weizmann presided over by 
Dr. Silver. 

The Office Committee unanimously ag1·eed that this be ,done. 

Mr. Weisgal then submitted a draft program for the Conference. Considerable 
discussion followd hi~ presentation. 

Mr, Szold said that the program as submitted was quite contrary to his con­
ception of a working Conference, which he had understood to be the nature or the 
proposed Conference. He thought Mr, Weisgal's program would p~event, rather than 
encourage, serious consideration of pressing Zionist pro):,lems. 

In reply to Mr, Szold's criticism, Mr. Weisgal pointed out that no conference 
does real thinking, except aa a r esult of previous plans and forethought. He 
believed that hie program was a synthesis of the 'tdshes pre~iously eJIPressed by 
the Office Oommittee, that the Oonference be designed both for internal working 
out of Zionist problems, as well as with a view to impressing general public 
opinion, 

Mr, Ben-Gurion said that while he thought Mr . . Szold unduly critical of 
the program, he believed that much thinking had to be done before the Conference. 
He pointed out some omissions from the Progr8Jlll 

l, How to make Americm Zionism a more effective force. 
2. How to achieve internal unity and to secure the interest of American 

Jewry for Palestine. 
3. Hebrew education and culture 
4. Women did not have a l!rge enough place on the program. 

He suggested spe cifioally that sub-committees be aet • up immediately to 
stud1 the problems to be presented at the Conference. He rec(lllmended that there 
be three euch eub-oommitteee to studyt 
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A) Political problems of Zionism - i,e. relations with Mandatory Power, 
Arab-Jewish relations, Jewish ArmJ eto. 

B) iolitioal action in America 
0) How to strengthen Zionism in America- Internal unity, Zionist educa­

tion; the conquest of American Jevry for the Zionist idea. 

He said that if we were clear on precisely what we want to do, we have a 
chance for success, and the success of the Conference depends on what we do 
between now and then, 

r •• 

Mr. Gellman said that he agreed entirely with Mr, Szold, He believed that 
Mr. ,'leis gal 1 s program was another 'ZJJA 6onvention and left no room for discussion 
from the floor by the delegates. He also protested that Mizrachi had no place 
on the program. 

Mr. Neumann said that he had the impression from Mr. Weisgal 1s prograir. that 
he had started with persons, rather than with the problems. He did not believe 
that such a program was conducive to real thinking and constructive action. He 
poin1ed out that in his opinion there were two omissions; namely, Zionist politi­
cal action on the American scene &nd a repor:;,·of the work of the Emergency 
Committee for the past two and a half years. 

stimulating and 
Mrs. Shulman said she found the progre.m • 'in line with her con-

ception of vhat the prograir. should be. 

Mr, Szold suggested that the first three days mi eliminated - the Friday 
night service, Oneg Shabbat, etc. He proposed that after the necessary intro­
ductory speeches, commissions be set up to work fort~~ days and then bring in 
their reports. He believed that we had to choose between a working conference 
and one designed for publicity purposes - he did not believe that trying to 
serve both purposes would serve either, 

Mr, Wertheim believed thats program could be ~~rked out to serve both 
purposes. He supported Kr. Oellman's demand that Mizrschi be represented on t he 
~rogram in a unified Zionist Conference. 

Various other suggestions were made and it was finally agreed to refer them 
to the standing Conference Committee ehich should endeavor to i!edraft the pro­
gram in line with the criticisms expressed. It was further agreed that the 
standing Committee set up the three sub-committees as outlined by Mr. Ben-Gurion. 
These committees shall, from time to time, report to the Office Committee. 

Conference 
It was further agreed that the / ~ Comir.ittee be wthorized to spend a 

max:\.mum or ia,000 for the Conference. Should some unforeseen emergency involve 
additional expenditures, th.'.s would have to be authorized by the Office Committee. 

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE DINNER 
The Chairman read a letter from Mr. NeWllann pointing out that a dinner of 

the American Palestine Committee was scheduled for some time late in April or 
early in May. In view or the resignation or Mr, Petegorsky, his assistanb, and 
his own forthcoming departure, he urged that some provision be made for arrang­
ing this dinner. He recommended that, if Judge Levinthal approved, Kr. Schulson 
and Mr. Shetzer of the Wasbington Office be asked to take charge of this dinner , 

-Judge Levinthal said he had no objections and it vas decided that Mr, 
Sohulson ana Mr. Shetzer be requested to undertake the arrangements for the 
dinner, and to oonsult with Mr. Weisgal on the date. A maximum expenditure of 
i800,00 vae authorized. 
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Mr. Neumann reported that Mr. Josephus Daniels would write the introduction 
to Professor Hanna's book on Palestine and that various revisions which had been 
proposed to the author had been accepted by him (see previous minutes). The 
question of whether the Emergency Coll!lllittee was to take a number of books at a 
reduced price was referred to Hr. Szold and Mr. Neumann. 

Mr. Neumann further r eported a plan for a research project on the agricul­
tural absorptive capacity of Palestine. It was agreed that a sum be allocated 
to cover the expenses of this project after Mr. Szold and Mr. Brodie had looked 
into the matter. 

MIZRACHI 

A letter from Mizrachi was circulated requesting that since the Poale Zion 
had, in effect, two members on the Office Committee, they also be represented by 
t~~ members. It was pointed out in reply that Mr. Greenberg was a meitber of the 
Office Committee in his individual capacity and not as a iTepresentative of the 
Poale Zion. 

It -was further pointed out that inasmuch as tho question of representation 
on the Office Coitmittee had been decided by the f'ull Emergency Cowmittee, any 
ohange would have to be referred to the f'ull Committee. Mr. Oelllllar. was requested 
that the ~izrachi take no action in the matter, until it had been discussed by a 
f'ull meeting of the Emergency Committee, at the earliest possible opportunity. 

YOUTH CONFERENCE 
A request from the National Council of Zionist Youth Orgsnizations for a SUit 

of $~00 to be used in connection with a proposed youth conference was reported. 
It was decided to postpone consideration of this question, until each of the 
constituent organizations had considered the matter. 

BUDGET 
The treasurer reported that there was a sum of ~2,600 on hand and that 

~62,000 -were still due for the year 1941-42. 

NEXT UEETINO 
the 

It was decided to hold /n~xt meeting of the . Off~ce •• CoJ011ittee on 
Tuesday, April 14 at ~•30. 

A. Lourie 
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TQ T,!M .OFFICE COMMITTEE 

~~iday, April 17, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Collllilittee of the Eme~genoy Committee was held on 
Friday, April 17 in order to hear the report of Dr. Weizmann. The following were 
presents 

Dr. Wise, picesidingJ Messrs . Lipsky, Greenberg, Goldstein, Wertheim, 
Mesdames Epstein, Jacobs, Pool1 Schoolman. 

Hr. Ben-Gurion, Dr. Goldmann, Messrs. Lourie, NeUlllllnn, Weisgal, Shatzer, 
Montor, Goldberg, Isreell. 

Apologies were received from Judge Levinthal and Mr. Szold. 

DR. WEIZMANN'S REPORT 
Dr. Weizmann opened his remarks by saying how happy he was to be ~ongst 

his American friends again, and to take this opportunity of expressing his gratitud~ 
for the sympathy extended to him in his distress ae well as for the extraordinary 
efforts exerted on his behalf to take him and Mrs. Weizmann out of the 11galuth of 

[ ' Lisbon."He also wished to express the gratitude of the British Zionists for having 
(( sent Dr. Silver to them. He believed Dr. Silver1s visit was extremely useful from 

both sides - for him to see in England Zionists continuing their Zionist work in 
the face of all difficulties, and for them to see a friend from America- which is 
not as yet in such dire circumstances as England. Dr. Weizmann went on to say that 
Dr. Silver's trip was a signal success - he was brilliant in his speeches - simple, 
impressive end carrying deep conviction to very fastidious and critiBal audiences. 
Although Dr. Silver went through a terrific gr!nd - travelling in England today was 
achieved under conditions of inconvenience - he did not hesitate. He had found 
ruined cities but he did not {ind ruined Jewish cOIIIJIIUnities. The Keren Hayesod 
campaign was a great success ~00,000 was being sought and it would no doubt be 
raised. Dr. Weizmann expressed the hope that it ..,ould be possible to arrange for 
such visits by other American Zionist leaders. 

OUTLOOK FOB THE fVTQRE 

Dr. Weizmann then went on to a general report. The year that passed was one 
of complete frustration - whatever was attacked, whatever energy and skill was 
expended in order to carry something through to a conclusion - in the : end became 
Dead Sea fruit. There was only one melancholy comfort in all that - Britoin had 
handled its own affairs, its imperial affairs, so badly it would have been surpris­
ing had ours prosperedJ when we see them cutting into their own nesh every day, 
we cannot expect much understanding from them for affairs which may appear to them 
to be outside their own compass. However, Dr. Weizmann went on, the hope was not 
dimmed, nor our expectations or confidence diminished in ·our destiny through the 
tempC!fary setbacks thus suffered. 

Dr. Weizmann said it was impossible to describe the wrld in which they 
lived in lwrope. Here life is normal - there it deteriorates every day, with even 
the elementary necessities becoming more difficult to obtain - bread, coal, trans­
port, etc. And Zionist work, which is something that looks to the future and 
requires a strong imagination to overooma the present, is extremely diffioult under 
these ciroumatancea. 



.. 
r • . , , 

-2-

There were two things which in Dr. Weizmann's opinion justified one's 
confidence. One is the very weight of the tragedy, the gravity of the problem 
which, no matter how muc~ one would like to put it off for the future, is inescapabl:i. 
People realize that sooner or later it will have to be faced. This was beginning 
to be the attitude even of those who were no~ otherwise deeply concerned with the 
problem - Mr. Eden, for instance. M1·, Ohurchill had once said to Dr. Weizmann, 
''Why are you so worried? When we win the war t!le Jewlt1h position will be restored. 11 

He seemed to imagim that after the war we shall be as we were - there may be 
200,000 or half-million victims, but on the whole he seemed to think the Jewish 
position would be restored to normalcy. Mr. Eden had apparently slaared hie point ot 
view, Dr. Weizmann said it took him a very long time to explain to Mr. Eden that 
the disintegration of the Jews of Europe to their position before the war ie an 
impossible thing. 

Dr. Weizmann had also had talks with Benes and Sikorski. They both told him 
that from their point of view it is not credible that the Polish or Czech Jewish 
community would be simply restored to their previous positions. Mr. Benes explainea 
there were 300,000 Jews in Czechoslovakia, with the greate§t group in Slovakia -
but this has been very much thinned out because they were being sent off to Poland. 
He described the following situation which existed in pis country, The Germans 
have confiscated Jewish property and given a certain aspect of legality to their 
robbery 1:1ith token payments and the exchange of papers, etc. He explained a Czech 
Quisling was at the heacf'of this and that after the war he, Benes, would oust him. 
Benes also pointed out that after the war economic conditions would be hard and this 
is when anti-Semitism raises its head. He explained that to &t'l}MJ,~ iO restore the 
status quo at that time "10Uld make matters worse and that the only way to overcome 
the situation would be for the government to confiscate and take over all landed 
property no matter who owned it and make a complete redistribution. In this process, 
he explained, some Jews would fall out end about one-third of them 't.'Oul.d not find a 
place in the new Republic. He made the assu.~ance however, that they would compen­
sate the Jews financially for their losses, and the money thus paid 't.'Ould be used 
for immigration and establishment of Jews in Palestine. Mr. Benes said he wated to 
see a great Jewish Palestine - he '°'1ld have to see Mr. Eden (Dr. Weizmann said he 
know that Benes had seen Eden) and impress upon him the necessity of opening wide 
the gates or Palestine. Dr. Weizmann added that no one who knew Mr. Benes could 
suggest that he was in any way anti-Seipitio. 

As for Mr. Sikorski, who also claimed to be a friend of the Jews, he too 
anticipated that not all the Jews of Poland could be re-absorbed. If we were to 
apply the ratio of one-third. suggested by Mr. Benes, to other countries- there 
wuld be at least t,.-o to three million Jews who will have to be taken care of. 

When Dr. Weizmann saw Eden for the second time, the latter said he had seen 
Mr. Benes and complained 11It 1s not fair -what they are saying11 • Dr. Weizmann replied 
that whether it was fair or not, it was a hard, solid fact which must be reckoned 
with. It was only after the third tel.k with Mr. Eden, which lasted for a long time, 
that the latter asked, 11Have you got a e:iution? 11 Dr. Weizmann replied that he had. 
He said this was the first time they had gotten to talk about the subject of Paleet:nr 
itself. They discussed all the surrounding problems - and Dr. \Teizm8llll had the 
impression that the effect of this pressure even on a virgin end not friendly mind 
had made a dent. 

SIONIFIOANQE OF AMERICA'S RESBONSIBILITY 
As a reeult of many such conversations, not all of them with official spokes­

men, Dr. Weizmann had come to the conclusion that the British did not feel themselve~ 
strong enough any more to solve this problem bT themselves. Their formu:& is that 
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they alone cannot handle it - but together with the Americans they cm, provided 
the Americans not merely give advice and directions, but actually join in the 
responsibility. This, Dr. Weizmann said, was the crux of the whole situation. He 
had discussed this also \d.th some of the younger and thinking members of the govern­
ment who t•1ere really ":orr.bed about the problem of the Jews and of Palestine, and 
they too stressed the fact that American joint responsibility was needed to help 
solve it. he believed that this would be part of the joint general responsibility 
which the Anglo-Saxon world would in the end have to accept particularly in the 
Middle East . Dr. Weizmann stressed tha importance of this point . 

IMFORTANCE OF PALESTINE 1S ROLE IN WORLD PICTURE 

Dr. Weizmann continued b;y giving a summar;y of some of his impressions, 
To people here, the Middle East in the last war before America joined it, was a 
savage countr;y of no importance. Today the Middle East, and particularly Palestine 
and the Suez Oanal are one of the approaches to the Weste.rn Hemisphere. One can 
att ack America as much from the Suez Canal and the Indian Ocean as from the Panama 
Canal. Vital interests are affected as long as the Middle East remains a domain for 
international intrigue and uncivilization. Conditions there may affect vitally the 
general stability which it is hoped to maintain after the war. The lfoar East will 
be one among man;y sections of the world which will need stabilization. In achieving 
that stabilization Jewish work in Palestine will play an inoreasingly important 
role. Thie was another reason why Dr . 1.leizmann believed that in spite of the 
temporar;y set-backs, 111e have a role to play, particularly if we can impress upon 
American statesmen the value and the importance of the stabilizing effect of the 
reconstruction which we have undertaken in this part of the world, from the : • . 
Euphrates to the Nile. There is no doubt that the alliances entered into by Britain 
with the Arab countries, Egypt, Syria and Iraq are valueless. As long as the Libyan 
campaign is in a state of equilibrAum and as long as England is successful, there 
will be no betrayal; but as soon as England fails in that campaign, there will be 
betrayal. 

ATTITUDE OF BRITISH 

Dr. Weizmann said that they (the British) were compelled to realize toda;y 
that we were right, and this realization bothered them. We wre pricking their 
conscience. He referred to Mr, Churchill's remark that he never wanted to see 
Dr. Weizmann on the plea that when they meet, in &9 cases out of 100 they think the 
same we:,. 

Referring to the British Jews, Dr. Weizmann said that they believe today 
more warmly than ever that the Jewish future is in Palestine, The Keren Kayemeth 
is getting large sums of money through investments made in London for Palestine. 
One reason i s perhaps also that the conversion of American securities into sterling 
has resulted in the repatriation of large sums, some of thich is now being re-invest­
ed in Palestine. Dr. Weizmann said he had already mentioned to Dr. Goldstein that 
he believed an invesmment movement could also be introduced in America. He said 
further that this would help solve political problems because toda;y land can be 
bought even in the forbidden zones. 

Dr. Weizmann r~t1;1reted his conclusion that with American supT)ort behind us 
we are likely to achieve success. 

He went on to sa;y that our difficulties with the British are also in part 
due to the difficulty of the pboblem itself from their point of view - first, the 
difficulty of making it understood at all by a "goya; and secondly, because Englehd 
is a Moslem Elopire. It has the largest number of Mohammedans in the \oJOrld. That 
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problem is beginning to assume an entirely different aspect because a solution for 
India is coming. Al.so Malays and the other Far Eastern colonies will either be 
lost or will be ruled under different auspices in the .future. Thus the quantity 
of Moslems in the British Empire may well be reduced by abouj; two-thirds. This of 
itself .,,ill bring about a reduction of the pressure of the Moslems. A~er all, very 
considerable oressure had come from the Indian Moslems. Dr. Weizmann was convinced 
therefore that if we get American state81Jlen really to understand the nroblem, and 
if we get the American Jews into line~ we would face a much brighter .future. It was 
important however, not to desist from our t,;ork for a moment. Dr. Weizmann said that 
in Palestine work continued at an increased pace and the country, which is today a 
real arsenal of democracy, is making a greater contribution proportionately than 
many another great center of democracy. 

THE J'E\,ISH ARMY 

On the question of the Jewish Army, Dr. \ieizme.nn said the struggle had not 
been given up. On the contrary- the army might perhaps be nearer than we thought. 
There is no influx of New Zealand and Australian troops into the Near ~ast, there­
fore from a purely militRry point of view people may be inclined to accept the idea 
~,ith greater alaobity than before. 

Dr. Weizmann reported that in this connection Mr . Winant had been sympatheti .; 
and help.ful, but unfortunately he had had to leave. He had insisted that the.army 
~~uld come - it was a Just thing. 

Dr. Weizmann said that ,.,e had suffered from the general failure of the year 
just passed, which he felt was the darkest yet. But be was confident there would 
be a turn this summer e..1d that our 011,n affairs llOUJ.d aJ.so take a turn for the better . 
It was for this reason that he was particularly anxious to get to Palestine after 
his visit here. 

NEGOTIATIONS ';{ITH NON-MONISTS . 

Dr. Weizmann stated that in the negotiations with the British non-Zionists 
he did not find as good a reception as we had found here. They are much more 1tlie­
hardish11 than the people here, but their stubborness was in inverse ratio to their 
importance. Dr. ~Teizmann thought that if things were straightened out in the 
negotiations here- they in England ~~uld follow suit. Although they were not as 
harm.ful as they were twenty years ago, Dr. Weizmann found that certain attitudes, 
for instance that of Mr. Eden, were probably in·fl.uenced by people like Mr. Anthony 
de Bothschild, \'lhom Eden considered an expert on Jewish affairs. 

Dr. Weizmann reported that he had met eerlier that day with Mr. Maurice 
Wertheim. From their talk he realized that it would not be all 11plain-sal.ing 11 here. 
Ho~1ever, he did think that Mr. Wertheim was the best chairman that the Amrican Jewish 
COll'.mittee could have selected from their group. 

PRQORAM OF ACTION 

Dr. Weizmann pointed out that there were various avenues for activit;y- here• 
Palestine itself, reconstruction of the Middle East, the negotiations with non-­
Zionists, the creation of general good-will and of an informed public opinion in 
this country, creation of a special fund for the wrk which we have to do along these 
lines, and so on. Dr. Welzmann said he believed we were sufficiently well-trained 
to deal with all these problems and he would be happy to make whatever small con­
tribution it was within his power to make. 

\ 



-6-

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 

Dr. Ueizma."lll mentioned that the new Colonial Secretary 11belongs to the 
fe.mily 11

, he is a Balfour- a Cec~l by cr~.gin. He s::iid that 1,a!.'J. Oranborne 1trs a 
distinguished man, st:..•c,:,g wiJ.led and of high mc,i•tl p1•inciples. However, r~.s· • · 
first speech in the Ho1.tse cf Lo:::·u& had not ·b"o:.1 of got,d augllry and Dr. Weizmann 
said he had it out with him lal:,er. He had told l~or-d 0.::-cin.ccrr'3 that the Colonial 
Office Is responsibility meant nothing because the .i!.dil!inist.ration did what they 
liked. The Ad:oinistration was i.'l the position of having power without responsibil­
ity. While the White Paper could not be changed publicly now, the situation could 
be changed to such an extent as to establish the possibility of effective coopera­
tion between us and the 6olonial Administration on one side, and the Palestine 
Government on the other. Dr. Weizmann added further that he considered MacMichael 
as unfit to ?reside over the destinies of Palestine. He said he had seen many 
Colonial Secretaries and High Commissioners and in the end they all seemed very 
much alilile to him, so he had no reason to be too optimistic that Lord Oranborne 
would bring the Geulah. However, he was a change from what had gone before and 
we could perhaps expect a smoother relationship than here·tofore. 

But it was only the great events of the present day, events which were 
changing the world and changing thee.ipire a.nd also innicting great injuries on 
Jewry itself, that .,1ould ultimately change our situation and for that we must get 
ourselves ready. 
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MINtJTES OF 01JIOE COWITTEE MEETING OF THE ~ICAN 

EMERGE?EY OOL!llIT'l'EE FOR ZIONIST .AJ'l!'AIRS 

Weclnesdlq April 22,1942 
••••• 

STRICTLY 
CONFIDENT liL 

A. meeting of the Office Comittee of the &lergenoy Committee for Zionist Affairs 
waa held on ~ril 22, at 4~30 P.Mo at 41 East 42nd Street. 

PRESENTt Judge Levinthal (presiding), Mesdames Jacobs, Pool, Roaenaohn, ( sub­
stituting for lirao Halprin) Shulman: Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Szold, 
Mr. Wertheilll, Dr. Uiaeo 
Dr, Goldmann, Ur. Lourier l.lro \78 isgalo 

.REPBESENTM'ION Nr THE OONJ'ERENCE: 

Mr. \7ertheim reopened the question of the representation of the fcur parties 
to the forthcoming Zionist Conference. Be suggested that representation be as 
follows: 75 each from Hadaaaah and the$, 811d 60 each from the Poale Zion and 
ll1zrachi, which \7ould maintain the proportion provided for by the by-laws of the 
Emergency COD11ittee. 

Dr, Goldstein proposed as an amendment that, inasmuch as Poale Zion recog,,,­
nized the right of Mizrachi to equal representation with them, the n\lll1ber be 
fixed at 75, 75, 46, and 45. 

Mr. t7ertheim did not accept this 8111endment, pointing out that auch equali­
zation of the Poale Zion and Mizrachi waa arbitrary- and unfair to the former and 
did not take into consideration the relative strength of the two organizations. 
Bia own proposal was baaed on the idea of acceptance of the position existing 
in the Emergency Committee, Dr, iiiae urged that there be equal representation 
for all parties in the interests of harmony and unity. Such eqalization would 
set no precedent, but ~uld be an 1ad hoo11 arrangement for this Conference, 
uhich, in an:, case, has no voting powers, but is to meet for consultation. 
Mrs. Pool said that Badaseah bad accepted 5 1 5, 4 1 811d 4 as the basis of repre­
sentation on the Emergency Committee, because it considered the Office Comittee 
the really authoritati\'e body, not beoauae it believed that to be a fair :repre­
sentation of the numerical strength of the partieao She did not believe, howe"l'er; 
that to give equality of representation to all parties Trould be -'· democratioally 
Just. 

Mrs, Roaensohn deplored the action of Mizrachi in m.thdraring, no leas than 
the threat of Poale Zion to w1 thdraw if Uisrachi were allotted the same zramber of 
delegates to the Conference as thq, on a basis othe:v than that of tull equality 
for all parties, or on the basis of 5, 5, 4, and 4o However0 she supported 
Dr. Wise's motion for equality of representation in the interests of harmoey 
and unity. 

Mr. Szold said that harmoey as a result of threats was no harmony at allo 
Be pointed out that the Jewish State Party and others might, on the basis of 
equalit1, be entitled to 75 repreaentat1wa~ However, he emphasized that if 
equali t1 were the baa1a of representation, then 1 t must be made absolutely clear 
that no votes were to be taken at the Conference, Re auggeated that a fair baais 
for representation uould be on the basis of paidr--up memberahipo 
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Mro t7eisgal pointed out that Mizrachit s attitude had been unreasonable. 
The original suggestion of representation on the baais of 75, 75, 45 and 35 had 
been accepted by the sub-committee including the Mizrachi repreaentative and 
was reasonable. It had later been confirmed by the Office Oommitteeo Ther~ore, 
this action should not be changed because of the subsequent attitude of the 
Mizrachio 

lJrsa Jacobs said she uould regret very' much if those T1ho represented. 
Jewish religious life uere elimlnated from the Zionist picture. After consider­
able discussion, it was finally decided by vote thats 

lo No votes shall be taken at the Conference on questions of major 
policy except b:y Ull8Dimoua agreement and, 

2o Representation to the Conference shall be on ilbe basis of eq'C1a].ity 
for all partieso: On this question, Mrsc Pool asked to be recorded 
as not votingo Ur, Weisgal was authorized to inform the parties 

that eaoh is entitled to '75 representatives at the Conference ... 

PBOGRAM FOR CONFERENCE: 

Mro t1eisgal presented the prog,:-am for the Conference as revised by the sub­
committeeo The following suggestions and comments uere mades 

l o That in the se11eions devoted to the American•-Zionist scene, Sltple 
time be devoted to a thorough discussion of public relations and 
the technique wh1chmight best be used for creating pro-Zionist 
public opinion in America, 

a. That the proposed statements on various aspects of the political 
problem be par·h of the discussions following the epeeches of 
Dr .. Weizmann and Mr., Ben, ,Gurionr, This would allow time for a 
special session on Ctll'I'ent problems in Palestine: economic,political, 
etco 

3,. That an opportunity be given for a discussion of the qsstion of the 
possible reinteg,:-ation of the Revisionists into the t7orld Zionist 
Organization .. 

4. That there be a discussion on inter-organizational problems. The 
sub-committee on the Conference was congratulated on the program 
e.a presented and was asked to consider the new suggestions made and 
to incorporate them, if possible, 

The consensus of opinion was that thie Conference is to be a consultative, 
deliberative gatheringo Dr~ Goldstein suggested that the theme be one of 
unanimity in the Zionist movementv inaslllllCh as it is the fi1•st time in a genera­
tion when Zionists of all parties will meet together to discuss 00111110n problemso 
It was further understood that concrete problems such as a single Z~onist.publi­
oation, etco are not to be dealt with on the floor of the Confe~ence 0 but are 
matters for sub-committees to report on in the regular course of the worko 

DIHHER ~ DRo WEIZMANlh 

'l!he question arose as to the sponsorship for the forthcoming dinner to 
Dr• \7eizmanno The dinner was not being given under the auspices of the Dnergenc7 
Committee but invitations to the sponsorship list had gone out Ullder Dr. \7ise'a 
signature. Dre \7ise and Judge Levinthal were authorized to discuss the matter 
further in view of the interest the :?X>A bad blld in holding the dinner under their 
auspioeso 

MR. NEOMANN1 S LETTERs 

Mr. Lourie read to the Comittee a letter from Llr, Ne~ann reporting on 
his work in Washington with Dr. t1eizmmmo 
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Dr•Ooldmann brought to the attention of the Committee the fact that the 
Jewish A:rmy Committee is arranging a large dinner in Neu York on May 3rd in honor 
of Pierre VanPaasen. He recocmended that Zionist districts be instructed not to 
attend. After some discussion it uas decided that it uould be undignified so 
to instruct Zionist groups, who had already been unegilvocal.ly informed that the 
Emergency Co111J:1ittee, representing the four organizations, had dissociated itself 
from the Jewish .b'my Committeeo Judge Levinthal and one representative from each 
of the parties are to discuss the uhole matter of the Jeuish _.\rmy Committee 
with Dr. Weizmann. 

llJU<lilES IN ISTAMBOUL 

Dr. Goldmami reported that tuo small boats with Rumanian-Jeuish refugees 
aboard were in Constantinople. One had already cleared the Dardanelles and the 
other nae still in Turkish uaterso It Tla8 agreed that the Turkish limbassy in 
~ashington be requested to ask his government to admit the refut;ees to Turkey 
pending the receipt of certificates for Palestine, and, f'lll'ther to request the 
State Department to use its good offices with the Turkish Government in support­
ing the request. 

HAMS~ 

lira. Pool reported the completion of successful negotiations with the 
t7ar Department uhich had gratefully accepted Ifadassahl s offer to place at the 
disposal. of the United States Government its personnel and facilities in the 
Middle lilaat. Discussions in this matter were also proceeding with the Red Cross~ 
Mra. Pool further reported a cable from Miss Szold infoming Hadassah that the 
Turkish government had granted transit visas to 170 Rumanian children with 
certificates for Palestine. In this connection it was agreed that there wa.s 
no objection to inviting the 'l'urkish Ambassador to an annual meeting of the 
National Youth .Aliyah Oommi ttee of Hadaasah to be held at the home of Mrs. Roger 
V.Stra.ue. 

The meeting waa adjourned at 7:00 P.Mo 
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AMEJUQAli 31:illlBAENQX COHKITTSiii FOR ZIOi'IST AFFAW 

Wednesday, ~pril 29, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee or the Smergency ~ittee for Zionist 
•ffairs was held on April 29 at 41 East 42nd Street, New Iork. 

PR]SEllr I Judge Levinthal., presiding& Mr. Greenberg, Mr s , Pool, Mr s . Rosensohn, 
Dr, Silver, Mr. Szold, Dr. i1ise. 

Dr. Ooldmann, Mr, Lourie, Mr.Neumann, Mr. '1eisgal. 

g,oRT or MR,_ HEmiANN 
, 

Dr, wa11p1ann's k'9rk in ~,ashi,n&ton: 
Mr. Neumann reported that Dr, \. eizmann had conferred with Mr. Sumner 

\ lells; Lord Haiifax, l-ir. \, inant and l,:r. Do~ld i~elson. Mr. Kinant had asked for 
a memore.ndum on the Je~rish hrm¥ which had been 1/r epared , 

Hr. Szold suggested that an: . interview "oith the Chief of Staff 
be sought, ,-'1.th a vie"' to clarifying the situation \o1ith regard to Q Jewish 
1'iilltary Force in Pnlestine , 

Publications, 
Mr. Neumann reported that Professor Hanna 1s book was to be issued soon 

at t ,2.50, In viev of the fact that at the instance of the Smergency Committee ..., 
various changes had been made in the text and an introduction orepared by 
Josephus Daniels, he believed the Jlner gency Committee should guarantee the sale 
of some of the VQlumes. 

Mr. Szold pointed out that the book .. ,as not Zionist "lroryaganda. In 
fact its thesis was the irreconciliabiJity of the Jewish and Arab claims to 
Palestine. Ho,-rever, in vie,-• of the circumstances, he believed we were committe4 
to take some of the books. It "18B agreed that l>ir. &zold and Ur, lieurnenn be given 
diecretion to spend from ~500 to t500 for the purchase of copies or the book. 

Mr, 3zold ~lso reported that upon investigation he believed that the 
book which Dr. Lo"idermilk had undertaken to prepare on Palestine's absorptive 
caoacity vould involve various exoenditures . He was convinced that some one 
would have to be emplo;red to no the spade 'WOrk for Dr. Lowdermilk, in addition to 

clerical tflssistance. He said that he th:>ught the nroject ",orth soending some 
thousands of dollars on. It was agreed that the project was in imoortant one, 
and 1-ir, Szold was authorized to dra~•, as he saw fit, for necessary help in pre­
paring the volume, He and ~.r. ·1{eumann are to look about for a suitable candidate 
to assist Dr. Lowdermilk. 

Mr. Neumann brought to the attention of the Committee the anti­
Zionist article by Mr. Van Ess a~pearing in the current issue of .-.sia. He said he 
",ould try to secure the cooperation of iiiss Pearl Buclz and others to have a pro­
Zionist article published in Asia. 

Contacts with Indians and Qhinese 
14r. Neumann suggested that it would be ~rthv•hlle for Z.nists to 

secure the friendly coot>ere.tion of the Chinese end the Hindus. In connection with 
the Hindus he emphasized ttu:lt great caution would have to be exercised lest the 

./ 
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British in any ·wq misconstrue our supoort of their cause. 

Dr, Goldmann said that the Chinese r enresentatives in Geneva had been 
aansistent friends of the Je,.d.sh National Home. The Chinese were a po~~rful moral 
force, whose friendshin and cooneration it ,1ould be well to secure, He agreed too, 
that it would be well to ".lroceed ,,•ith the utmost discretion in any negotiations 
with the Hindus, 

JE\'TISH ARMY COMMITTEE 

Dr, Goldmann renorted that, according to a previous decision, the matter 
of reopening negotiations with the Jewish Army Commi~&II had been discussed with 
Dr, \leizmann. Dr, Weizmann had expressed the opinion '/ !n view of the f act that 
11he innuence of the Je,-d.sh Army Committee was daily growing stronger and that 
their activities were causing confusion in the minds of our friends, if a wq 
could be found, without sacrificing princioles, to c~e to an understanding with 
them, it s'lould be done, Dr. Goldmann said that he would be prepared to have a 
prelirl)inary talk with Mr, Strelsin of the Je,-•ish ~1 Committee if he had the 
supoort of the .a:inergency Omnmittee , He said that if we did not come to some 
mutual understanding, we would find many discip+ined Zionists falling into the 
hands of the Revisionists . Ir, he said, the Jewish Army Committee "10Uld undertake 
to remove all members of the Irgun from positions of responsibility on its 
Executive Committee, and agree to an ~ecutive Director approved by us,he thought 
a way couJ~ be found for coooeratiou and strongly urged that this be done. 
' 

· ' Dr, Silver said , that purely on the merits of the case , 
he would also urge that in the intereste· of American Zionism a way be found to 
cooperate with the Jevii ah Army Committee, which, if allowed to continue, ....ou1d 
have serious effects on the American Zionist movement, 

if 
Mr. Wertheim noihted out that/we were active and streng enou~h ourselves, 

we would not need to coo~erate or comnromise with the Jewish Army Committee; if 
we were to do it because of our weakness in the matter of the Army 1t ~~uld be 
dangerous, 

Mrs . Pool and Mrs, Roeensohn also objected to the reopening of any 
negotiations with the Army Committee, 

By. a maJority of one it was voted not to reopen negotiations with 
the J e,,,ish Army Commit tee. 

Mrs . Roeensohn suggested that the matter was too vital to be decided 
oy the Office Committee and recommended that it be referred to a full meeting of 
the Emergency Committee, It was so .,greed. 

MIZRACHI 
The question of an additional r epresentative of Mizrachi to the 

Office Committee was r eferred to a full meeting of the l!lmergency Vommittee. 
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Q O Ii F I D il N T I A L 

MIWIJlS OF MEETING 
,AMERIQIN mROENQY COMMITM FOB ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

May 5, 1942. 

A meeting of the American Qnergency Committee for Zionist Affairs was 
held.on Tuesday evening, May 6, 1942. 

PRESENT• Judge Levlnthal, presidingr Messrs. Oruso, Goldstein, P.L. Goldman, 
.Furmansky, Rabbi Levinthal, Linsky, Rothenberg, Segal, Wertheilnf 
Mesdames Benjamin, Gottesman, Feder, Jacobs, Pool, Shulman, 
Mr. Itzkowitz. 

Dr. Goldmann·, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal, Judge Rosenblatt. 
Miss Leibel, Mr. Isreeli, Judge Rosenblatt. 

REPORr OF DR. OQLIJMNN 
Dr. Goldmann reported, on behalf of the Office Committee, as fOQJ.owsl 

1. He reoorted on information received with reference to the visit to 
England of the. High Commissioner. 

2. Two boai,s with Roumanian refugees had landed in Turkey. One of the 
boaile with 18 passengers on board was now en route to Palestine, Certificates 
had been granted them with the consent of the Government. It was believed that 
this change in the policy of the Colonial Office and the Palestine Administra­
tion was a result of the Pressure exercised in the case of the 11Struma11 • In 
that connection Dr. Weizmann had formally and emphatically conveyed to the 
new Colonial Secretary his opinion of the unfitness of the High Commissioner for 
his post. 

3. Dr. Weizmann and Mr. Ben--Ourion had both reported various interviews 
held in Washington on behalf of the Jewish JOilitary force, Field Marshall Sir 
John Dllll had been seen and had shown a positive attitude. Lord Oranborne, the 
New Colonial Secretary, and Mr. Casey, who had been put in charge of Near East 
affairs, might both be regarded as unprejudiced in our _affairs and there was s 
some hope that they might be more helpful than their oredeceea,ors in the matter 
of the Jewish Army. 

MPQRr BY MR, NEUMANN 
Mr. Ileumann supplemented Dr. Goldmann I s report as follows 1 

l. Dr. Wei~ann had discussed the matter of the Army with the Undel'­
Seoretary of State. The letter had indicated that the matter was complicated 
in the eyes of the m.ilitary authorities by the fact that the multiplicity of 
national units in the Middle East was at times a source of difficulty. A 
senior official in the State ~artment, on the other hand, expressed confidence 
that the matter of the Jewislr • ~11€1el:\n?s getting somewhere, 11 though he offered 
no specific information. 

2. Senator Edwin Johnson had made a speech on the floor of the Senate at 
the instanceof the Jewish Army Committee. He had previously promised to speak 
on the matter of the "Struma" from the Senate noor but had been advised bf ,. 
official quarters to refrain from so doing in the present rather emb&J#&Ad ~ 
state of relations with the British. Mr. Neumann d4ed that, in genefal, it was 
difficult to define with any clarity the attitude o! official circles in 
Washington, since the attitude of various individuals in the govern111ent were 
often confiioting on our matters. 
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~. Dr. \leiZ1Dann had seen Lord Halifax, Br. Donald Hel.son, Mr. Winant, 
Mr. Val.lace and Ambassador Litvinoff. 

4. American Palestine OollllDittee Dinnert 
Plans for the dinner on May 26th were proceeding. Senator Wagner is to 

~ preside and the main address of the evening is to be delivered bf Dr. Weizmann. 
Thirty minutes of radio time had been arranged for, ten minutes of which would be 
taken by special broadcasts from London. 

5. Rabbis Milton steinberg and Philip Bernstein were continuing to do 
,, effective work among the Christian clergy, including the formation of a committee. 

Mr. Neumann suggested that something along ths same lines might be done in organ­
izing academicians sympathetic to Zionism. 

6. Dr. Lowdermilk is to prepare an authoritative study on Palestine, and 
Professor Harlow is to prepare a volume addressed 11c the Christian world present­
ing the Zionist picture from that point of view. 

In this connection Judge Levinthal e.nnounced that the WA was planning 
to publish a collection of Justice Brandeis 1s pamphlets and speeches on Zionism, 
the introduction of which ~d be written by Justice Frankfurter. 

Judge Rothenberg proposed that the time was ripe for a publlc~tion on 
"The Zionist Case" ehich should be p11epared b1 some outstanding historiaa. The 
public relations committee is to consider this suggestion. 

MIZRA@ 

Kr. Lourie reported oh correspondence with the Mizrachi requesting tw 
members on the Office Committee. 

After disaussion it was agreed on the proposal of Ir, Wertheim that in 
order to meet the Mizrachi request, the category of members at J.Arge on the Office 
Vommittee be eliminated altogether, and it was resolved to amend Article VI 
Section l to readt 

ARI'IOLE VI, Section lt II OFFICE COUMITTES: • 
Between meetings of the f'ull Committee, the business of the 
00111111ittee shall be conducted by an Office Committee to be 
elected by the Oommittee and to be com"l'l0sed as follows• 
three members representing the Zionist Organization of America, 
three members representing Hadassah, the Women's Zionist 
Organization of America, two members representing Poale Zd.onJ 
and t""° members repnsent1ng Mizre.chi, The representatives or 
the four organizations which shall compose the Office Committee 
shall be designated by the respective grouos (a)(b) (c) (d) 
from among the members of the Committee. In addition to the 
ten thus designated, the following shall also be members or 
the Office Committee, to wit, the Chairman and ~reasurer of the 
Committee. The Office Oonunittee shall elect its own Chairman 
and such other officers as it may see fit." 

Several or those present asked to have it recorded that in their view 
the procedure adopted by the l:iarachi to gain their point was an undesirable one, 
but that in the interests of unity they were willing to gra.nt them their request. 
OONfMiQE Dlj)QLARATIQN 

A draft of the resolution to be pr-esented to the Conference was read and 
discussed. Varioua nggestionswere made, and it was decided that a sub-committee 
redraft the resolution in accordance with the eenae of the recommendations and 
propoeals. A.Lourie. 

... 
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AMER1O"1-I PAL3STINE TRADL~O CO.RP, 

1140 BROAD\.U, NS\. YORK 

May 13, 1942, 

Dr, Ohaim 1',eizmann 
President, World Zionist Organization 
Hotel St. Regis 
New York, N,Y, 

Dr. Dr. \leizmanna 

I respectfully beg to submit the following data pertaining to AMPAL-A?~ERICAN 
PAL1:STit11l: TRADIHO CorporPtion, its' objects, activities end aohievementst 

In order to avoid chaos and misrepresentetions in the sale of Palestinian 
securities in this country, particularly in the solicitation of investments, 
end to nrevent comoeting activities among the usual circles of Zionists and 
friends, end with a view to establishing a market for sound Palestine securi­
ties in the United States, it was decided in Palestine in December 1941 to 
establish an American investment corporation, the main objects of ldlich would, 
inter' alia, be to issue and sell its' own stock and bonds in U.8. Dollars,and 
to co-ordinate and centralize the handling of exports from the u.s.J. to 
Palestine, end, after the wr, to act es the underwriters for Palestinian 
undertakings in the financial market in the United .>tatee. 

The capital raised through sale of shares end bonds in the U.S.A. wuld be 
either invested in securities of, or loened to Palestinian Public institutions 
controlled by the Jewish Agency end/or the Histedrutp. In view of the feet 
that Palestine is in the Sterling ares, it was decided that, for the duration, 
Amoal would invest its funds in various Palestinian projects only through 
the fund-raising agencies in the U,3,A,, in order to ensure repayment in 
Dollars. For exam~le, the main tw sources of investment for ~pal would be 
the Keren layemeth for new lan~ohases, water suoply, etc., and the Keren 
Haye sod, Oewerkeheften etc. , for other pur:,oses . Thus, or the funds already 
raised by this corporation , ( 50,000 ~es loaned to the JIIF against their 
notes, and similar loan to Mekorot ie under negotiation, 

It is believed, tru-t if en American corporation engaging in investment end 
trading activities, will become a nermsnent factor in the U.S.A., large 
8111ounts of cer,ital 'tdll be attracted. hlso, by central.izing end coordinating 
the Palestine '>urchases in this country, this cornoration will eventually be 
in a 'Oosition to obtain credit, particularly in commodities, ,•hich will be so 
urgently required after the war for our ,ork in Palestine, It is obvious that 
the United ,')tates ,..,111 be the only available source of SU'>Ply for machinery, 
eoui'>ment, raw materiel etc. for .Paleetine, e.nd it should be borne in mind, 
thAt most credits extended by U.S. Governmental agencies, such as the R,F,C., 
mX!')ort-Imvort Bent end others, to foreign countries orior to the Lend-Leese 
Act, were handled b;r similar TrE>ding Vor-,orl'tions. For insu-nce, credits to 
China ~~ra handled by the "'1lerice-Oh1ne Trading corporation, to Fidand by the 
American Finnish Trading Co., and to hussia by ~mtorg, 

The founders ot this Oorooration believe that it will be much easier to obtain 
credits, both 1n cash and commodities, in this country, through euch a 
Trading \lol"')()retion, r ather then through charitable fund-raising organizations, 
for the follo'l',ing reasons• 
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( 1) No American Bank or Insurance Co., or any busir.e ss house for 
th~t matter, ~ll ever extend credit to a charitable organization, 

(I) If a loan is floated by either the Keren '.:ayemeth or the Keren 
Hayesod, \'Jho are beneficiaries of the U .J. •.• . , objection would undo·.ibtedly 
be raised by the other beneficiaries of the U,$ .~. 

(3) In the event of a lerge loan alreany being floated, the Bonds 
must usually be of large donominations, thus nrecluding small investors from 
'>articipering. 

(4) Any loan must, per force, have a time limit, and the organization 
floating it cannot go on indefinitely soliciting investments • . 

If such a loan is floated by an investment corporation, whose permanent task it 
is to solicit inver.t ments, no objections could be r aised by any fund-raising 
agency, sh~res of small denominations are offared in any amount , thus attract­
ing large numbers of small investors, there is no time limit to its activities 
end t here are a number of additional advantvges in handling com,.iercial orders 
from Palei,tine. 

In order to make ryossible t he attainment of the aforementioned objects, it 
would be necessary to make this ~ Zionist Investmant and '.i'r adiJlg Corporation. 
The establishment of this corporation was decided u·)on in Palestine in De~ember 
1941, end if it \·•ere not for travelling cl.ifficu.Jlties, Lr. "'rthur hunoin was 
scheduled t o go to the United dtetes for t his purpose. The oorooration was 
registered under t he Stock lior,..,orati-:in La~•s of the 0 t cte of Ue\•' Yor1c on 
February 6, 1~4i , and since the refistration, we have ~ol d in three cities over 
¥100, 000 worth of stock end there is no doubt , that if our activities will be 
hel'>ed by t he 21.oniet movement, we may emect to r aise considerable funcs for 
financing our work in &retz Israel . 

\:e enclose a concise oros'1ectus of this cor')oration stating itA objects and 
aims. The follo~·inr, were nomina te~ in Palestine and now serve as the t;oard 
of Directors, 

Dr. ~lbert K. Eostein, Chicago Ill -
2dmund I . Kaufmann . Washington, D,C, -
Ohas. Brow Los Angeles, Cal . 
Louis oegal ilew York: Uity, 1J . Y. 
Dr. Herman Seidel Baltimore, Ud , 
Abraham Di.ckenstein New York 
Benjamin R. Harris Chicago, 111. 
I saac Hamlin New York 

President 
Chairman of Board 
Vice-President 

II II 

"ice-Chairman 
Secretory-Treasurer . 
Director 

II 

'We shall. be very grateful to you if you ,..,ill please give this matter your 
,esteemed attention and bring it before the Zionist move~ent in America. 

Al,,ays at your services to furnish any additional informo.tion, \ 1e reoain , 
dePr Dr. \,eizmann, 

Respectfully yours, 

(~igned) A. Dic~enstein 
Secreter:,, 
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, • .A.t the request of D::-, -:'."eimrum I e.tt.:-.ch copy of .-. letter to hit! 
fror.1 :;r. ::>icl:anstein. In his note to me Dr. 'Jeiz,-:1i:,.nn stl'.tes: 

"I believe t h.-.t it TTould be of gree.t v:>.lue i f the 3:1er .::;ency 
Comnittee PJld t ~1e t 110 fund- r nising i nstitutions •.1ould t ake 
note of t !1e contents of this letter l'lld cooperf'.te r, i th 
;;r, Dicl~enstein, He hp.s uade ;,, modest beginninz , but I c>n 
nssured t b.:lt ':Ti t h the i1elp of the ZOA this thine; can f;rou 
to consider?.ble dimensions . I f , i 11 En;:;l L".nd, ue h.:>.ve suc­
ceeded in obtaining investuents in land thro~h ~he i ncorporl'.­
tion bot,;reen private interests .<>.nd the JNF, it uould p robe.bly 
be possible to do it l1ere on a. muc!1 U?.rger scale. I Cf'Jl not 
help pointing out thE.-~ the title for purchasi ng large tracts 
of ll'.nd is nou; l~ter on prices nill probably soar to great 
heights , " 

A. 1. 
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A m~eting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Comoittee for Zionist 
AffP.irs ua.s held on 'Jednesday, l,?~ 13, 1942, at 4t 3O P. i:. e.t 41 :East 42nd Street, 
lleTI York. 

• • ♦ • 

P:aESEli'l': Ju\ige Levinth{!.11 presiding: . lir. :Bubliclc, l,r. Gelln;,n, i;r. Greenberg, 
Dr. Goldstein, i.i r s . Jacobs, lir . Lipsky, ,:rs . Pool, ilrs . :?.osensohn, 
Ur, Szold, lir. 'J~rtheim, Dr. ~ise, 

Dr, iTeizr.ienn, 1;r. l3en- Gurio~, Dr. Goldoe.nn. 

l.ir. Lourie, ilr. Heumroin, iir. :Teisga.l. 

. . 
Dr. :Teizmann reported on an intervieu uith .Ar,lbasse.dor Litvinoff uho 

h~ shoun a warm ?.nd ap,ar ently,sympathotic interest in our problems . Dr. 
Ueinnann had also had an encouraging intervieu uith 1:r. Ii. In 2.ddition , 
Ur. Neumann had arranged for Dr. Ueima.nn to s~e Se~.tor :Te.sner and thr ee or 
four other sepators. Senator :Yagner had requested a ae111orandum on some of 
the matters raised end this uas being prepv.red. Dr. i7eiztlalln also saw Field 
i,arshall DilJ.. 

. Dr. :Yeizr;iann recoDmlended ~ha~ s9me of the paper, read a~ the 
~raordinary Conference be published in P@JIIJlhlet fol'lll, especially those of 
L.r. :Ben-Guri9n, Ur. Diclcenstein, llr. A. IC. ]pstein and Dr. Silver. 

Dr. :J'eizciann went on to say that a ~od dee.l of our energies h@.9- been 
focused on the J am.sh Army question, end rightly so , but he did wan~ to 
bring to the attention of the Committee e.lso another natter of i aportance. 
There are to•dey 600 ,000 dune.i:is of le.nd ava.ile.ble for se.le in Palesti ne . . 
Aoquisi tion of this land uoul.d be of ver-cJ great value - u.ltil:lately also from 
the politi cal poi nt of view, and e. cacpP.ign s~u.ld be orgo.nized to tlu\t end. 
Dr. :l'ei zmenn referred to a scheme involving private investment uhich had been 
introduced uith great success in lngland, Dr. Jeizmann reported thr.t this 
scheme r.ii ght not be suitable for American condi t1ons but the l!etione.l Fund here 
uould no doupt give it :f'ull consideration. 

Dr. Goldstei n stated the.the had pr esented the matter to the 
Conference and uas sur e that if Dr. 7:eizne.nn '170ul.d assist him e.nd that if the 
laergency_COJ!lllittee uou.ld lend its officiei sponsor ship to t he project , a 
great dea l of money could be raised for the purchase of the large ereaa nou 
available. 

~r. l3en-Gurion reported on various iteos of infometion he had 
r ecently received from Pe.lestine: 

l, The idea of an ~ ab Federa tion continues to aeet uith the strong opposition 
of the French in Syria, and emong the Are.bs t hemselves there are great 
divergenciee of view. For the time being accordi ngly, further progress in 
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that direction on the pt>.rt of protaeonists of the Federation idea ru:iong 1;1enbers 
of the Pt>.lestine administr:-.tion has been deferred. 

2. The Palestine a~ninistre.tion continues to pursue a policy of seel:ing to 
come to terms uith the Arab extremists . They nre considering a plan to create 
e.n Ara'!> Agency to parallel the Jeuish Agency. I t r?ns believed that the High 
Oonmissioner me.~, hP.ve gone to London to discuss this plan uith the Colonial 
Office . 

3. The shor tage of labor in Pp.lestine is becoming more end more acute . On 
the other hand f11rthe r denands are being ca.de by the British for n..-m-pouer i n 
connection uith the r1ar. Palestine Jewcy hl\s provided technicians for Syrie.,I raqr 
I rM end Eritrea. At such ?. time, t he continued i ntel'lllllent of the "Dari en" 
p{!,ssengere in Athli t remr.ins a. serious problem. 

4. uet1ish ialite.ry Force: _l.lr. :Ben-G-urion said he felt it his duty to poi nt 
out again the . urgency of effective politica l action in this country in connection 
ui th the Je:1ish anny me.tter. The feeli :ig in Pe.lestine i s that the dan ger is 
coning nearer. 'i7hile it is not in our pouer to remove the danger , nor will an 
e,dditiona;L 30,000 soldiers be decisive in the uar, they I:l<'-~' be decisive in e. 
,;iddle 3ast battle. And au.ch e. be.ttle n2:y be decisive f<>r the TThole future of 
Palestine . S:e se.id he t1e.s convinced that e.ppropriate political action on the 
part of J8't7s e.nd Zionists in Aoerice. could bring n che.nge in e.~ti tude on the 
part of the British 9n the questi on of the JeTTish army. Thousands of Jaus , 
mobilized in time in Palestine , could, perho.ps , s~ve Palestine. It uas the 
zero hour , and in Ur. J3en"'G-urion' s opinion t his natter constituted the most 
important task confronting .American Zionizm today. i:oreover, if orge.nized 
Zionists do not star t to uor k: i n a responsible an.d effective TTay, the activities 
of tho Janish Army Committee rrould not only strengthen that body P.t the expense 
of the Zionist orgp..nizations , but uould only do he.r.:1 t o the cause . The Zionists 
here must nake their voices heard in t he press , in t he Senate end elsewher e . 
There uas age.in an opportunity in tht>.t ::ien like Casey and Auchinleck , nou 
a t the head of affairs i n the ~iddle last, uere not prejudiced e.gainst the 
proposal , and he bel~eved that effective ~ction mi ght still be t aken. 

lfo.val Uni ts : i;r. Ben- ~ion reported that the British lTavy he..d requ.eete9-
the J euish Ae;ency for 1, 000 . men for c>. n1:1,val uni t to :!;Ile.rd t he Suez Canal. The 
request had been nade despite the opposition of the Palestine Admini stration. 
The Ado~nistre.tion did, houever , succeed i n i ntroducing here , too , the princi ple 
of parity as betueen Jeus and Arabs, though in this case it he.d no pre.ctica.l 
meaning. It had b~en arre.nged that: 

1 , Jaus uill serve i n Jeui sh nave.1 uni ts . . 
2, There ':7111 be Jeui sh officer s and non- comnissioned officer s. 
3. They 'Til l be sent to t he far 1aet onl y if they consent. 
4. T:1eir pe;y end fr,mil~• ~.llouences e.re to be on the same see.le 

as the British receive ( 1.e . unlil:e the Arc.y nrra.nge□ents). 

i'"G;GOTIATI Oi.TS :TITH liON- ZI OlUSTS 

Judge Levintho.l Sl'.id he he.d the iopr ession that i.ir. ::'er t;ieim believed 
'!'le TTere s t elling in our neG()ti P.tions '!'Ii th t he non- Zioni sts. I t TTD.S pointed out 
that there t1ae no justif icati on for such ~ feel ing on the pi:i.r t of ,ir. 'Jerthei m, 
inasmuch os i t mi.s three months after the oeeti n.:; on Decenber 19th before he 
comnunicat ed uith us , nor had r.ny, uritten propospis been recei ved on behalf of 
the Atieri can Jeuish Co~ittee for consider a t ion by the Zionists . 
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• . Dr. :7eizm~n said he 11ould be glad to coopere.te in e.ny 11ay 111 th the 
• Committee in these ne©)tiations , but he did not consider it TTi?e to carry on 

private convorsctions . Ure. Pool urged that ue formulate the prot;ran 11hich 11e 
'17&nt theo to e.c;:cept 9 re,ther the.n hiw·e theo formulate e. progrrun. 

Dr. Golc1.me.nn emphasized the fact that in P.11 the converse.tions no 
commitoents ha~ been made end no form~l memorandum drafted. 

iir. l3en-Gu.rion said it ua? a matter r,hich could not , in e.ny case, be 
he.stil;-; concluded, but tho.t it was iI:lportent there should be cle.rity ?,lld agree­
r.tent on our pe.rt a.s to uhe.t ue uanted. ::te reportec1 the.t he had been invi tad 
to l:'.ddress tl1e .;rem sh Le.bor Oomnittee n.nd h::>:.d e.ccepted the invi t o.tion. 

lirs. Pool !1\l€is8Sted that the resolution passed at the Conference 
might be used as the Zionist formule and that it be sent to wr. rrertheim as 
reflecti~g our,progrru:i. 

. l.ir. Szold sug(;ested that n covering letter be prepared to go mth 
th~ resoluti9n mi~ that i;r. TTertheim be informed t~,t such a letter uas being 
uritten. At a oeeting of. the sub-cocmittee the letter should be presented by 
Dr. i7eizmnnn. llr. Szold said he believed tlu,,t e, more effective method than 
sending the letter 11cold11 • 

This suggestion uas 'UllNlimously accepted, and : .. r . Lipsky '17e.s e.sked 
to draft the le~ter. 

Ure . Pool requested that she should be included on t he sub-com:li ttee . 

On the question of so-called "political ne.tiona.lism" on uhich the 
non- Zionists '17ere placing greet eophasis , the point was oade that 11hat the 
AmericM Jeuish Coiamittee really wanted uas the dissolution of the Jor~d Je'17ish 
Congress. Various ueobers present expressed the view ttu>.t this uas not a natter 
uhich the Emergency Committee representatives could or should cons ider. 

VIT.Alilll'S FOR P.AlwSTINE 

ilre. Pool brought up the question of supplying vi teJ11in :B for the 
children of Palestine , since it had been bro~t to her ~ttention toot there '17ere 
a number of cases of pellegra e.nd beri-beri due to ir.lproper nutrition as a result 
of the '17ar. 

Dr. 'Jeizaann pointed out tho.t the vitaoin complex necesse.ry to 
combat pelle,€l'a was nede f r oo yeast , of uhich Palestine had e lar~e quantity. 
The Sieff l nsti tute u.:-.e in a position to oenufacture the ~ecesse.ry vi teoins on 
an a.deque.te scal e and it seeaed obviousl~r better to have this done in Palestine 
the.n to obtain the vitamins here and then ship ther;1 there. 

FOLLOiT UP 01 COlWE..~CE; Appointment of aub-cormitteea 

l~r. Szold S\l&'::ested that t l1e che.irm_,..n of t~1e Office Col!lDitte, be 
authorized to appoint a sub-comoi ttee to foll0'17 up the matter of an American 2&)rmt 
Federation uhich had been brought up at the Oonfere~e. This was ~gTeed. 
He further recomoended the appoi ntoent of a sub-com1ittee on the natter of a 
si ngle Zionist publication to repre~ent all parties . Thia uas 8€reed. 

At the suggestion of Ur. Szold it uaJI also decided to e.ppoint a sub­
coL1Dittee to explore t !,e possibilities of e.rrenging for e. soe.11 uorking Oonferencf\ 
of Zionists from cifferent pa.rte of the country. 
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EXPEliDil'im::5 ON OF1ICE AOCOU:lT 

It uas agreed tbe.t the tre~surer be authorized to exercise jurisdic­
tion in regard to expenditures on routine office oatters , such es salary 
adjustments , employment of stenogrFq>hic staff, etc. 

Such e.uthorization rras granted, Tiith the proviso that no single 
item exceed $200. 00 . 

:BOOK BY E0FE.SSO:t SARLO'i7 

The tree.surer 171:\B authorized to spend up ~o $500. 00 in connection 
uith a book to be uritten by Professor Harlou of Smith College presenting the 
Zionist progrep from the point of vieu of a Christian. In this connection it 
uas agreed that there should be a sub-comoittee of the Office Cocnittee on 
publications. 

&lAB-J'EiTISH :aELATIOllS 

. Ure . Pool ret>.d portions of a l etter rrhich 17C'.S beins sent by Hndasse.h 
to the Office Committee 17ith reference to the ne.tter of the Are.lrJeuish Rele.tions 
Comoittee. 

It wns agreed this should be taken up at tha next oeeti ng. 

lire. Pool proposed that a single issue of the Had.e.sse.h i:!ewsletter, 
the New Palestine en~. the Jeuieh ? rontier be devoted to ;-. com:1on report on the 
Conference e.nd to be issued jointly. , Her propose1 was ~er.:ily received, but the 
practical difficulties , such es printers' contre.cts , etc. seemed to be in­
surmountable and no action was taken. 

A. L. 
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COlOOD:il:iTIAL 

UINtJ'I'!S OF OMCE COUUITTEE LDTIMG 
AMERJW E!l'lll'R@•U:Y CQhll+'ll'TEE FOR ZIONIST .A.FF.URS 

iTednes~r, Ea.y 20, 1942. 
. . 

A oeeti ng of the Office Committee of the D::ler~nc;r Col!IDittee for 
Zionist Affairs TTaB hel d on iTednesdl',,y, ;:,:.:, 20, at 4: 30 P. 1:. 

. . 
PRr.53:l!T : Judge Levintho.l, presidi nG; ilesde.oes Epstei n, J £>,cobs , Pool ; 

Hr, Gellman9 Dr. Poldstelin, Mr. 9reenberg, Mr . . ~/erthe:l.m, Dr . \:ise . 

Dr. Gold!Jann, L:r. Lourie, Er. i.x'3uoann, i:r. :7eisgal. 

NEGOTIATIONS ITTTH NOl{-Z! OlxISTS 

The draft of ?. letter to ;:r. l.leurice i7ertheim, i n E'.ccor dance rri th 
t he decision of the previo'.lS r.ieeting, rre.s presented • 

. 
The letter i ncl uded t he aesolution passed e t the recent Conf~rence 

as an apvendix, and a quotation froo a speech 9f Dr. Goldnc.nn1s at the Conference. 
There uas considerc.ble cli scussion on the inclusion of this qu.ut ation . lire. Jacobs 
believed t hat it uas i nadvisable to i nclude Dr . Golc'!nann1s statenent us t hough it 
were the authoritative definition and fonnu].p,t ion of the Zionist position. 

It TTas finally a.greed to i ncorporate the Conference ~solution in the 
body of the letter and also the quote.tion fron :>r . GoldJ:lann1 s speech. ,!\a far as 
t he latter ues concerned, endorser.ient by t he Cotl!'littee should be lioited to the 
phrase "no dissent :f'rou this statenent uas expressed at the conference", It was 
decided further that t he letter should not be presented at the nee ting but sent to 
the non-Zionists in adve.nce as t his was l ikel y to fe.cilita.te c1.iscussion. 

FilWTCIA!, 3:i:PO:aT OF THE cmw.,amrCE 

llr. Lourie reported t hat t he expenses for t,1e Conference TTere TTi thin 
a feTT dollars of. the e;:iount budgeted f9r. 

:;:)r. lTise expressed to i:r. 'Jeisge.l t he Comoittee1 s deep e.ppreciation 
for his ne.nagenent of t:.ie Conference. 

1. i:r. reumann reported on ple.ns for the e.inne:· of the American Pr.lestine Comr:1ittee 
as fo~lous: 

e.. Tuo to three hundred e..ccept(Ulces had nlree.~ been received • 
b, It had been e.rrl'.ngad t hat represent atives of various foreirn €,'OVel'IlJ:lents 

should zive brief c;reetings. 
c. Senators "Jagner. e.nd i1c1':ar-.r uere to be present. Sir :Toman ~ell 

TTas invited to spe~ E'Jld t he !le.in r .ddress of t he ovening TTould be 
delivered b3r Dr. iTeizr.l&lilo 

d. ~dio addresses by Lord 7ied.guood, Arthur Greenuood e.nd Pierre Cot 
had been e.rrrnged. 

2. In ,:,, t allc ui t h P. s enior o:f'f icie.l of the atate :;:)epo..rt:.1ent , i:r. Feui:tann had 
learned t!u\t there TTaB a possibility thc.t ~ AmericP.n Oomr:1iss ion uoul d ba aont to 

-
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3. The Universit;r of Chice-bo is to conduct P. seninar on renr East Affairs , 
fine.need bJ' the :!ie.rris i.:emori:-.1 :'oundat ion. Four lecturel.rsand 25 .:;uest experts 
are scheduled to spark. T:1e lecturers include ?::-9fessor Gibb of :J11c;lr.nd, 11ell 
knomi as a pro-Arab; Ur. iio.c!iurrr,y, foraer United Stntes Ambnssador to Turkey, 
Professor Quincy ;7right DJld '.:r. ;:a.lcolrJ i.!ac:::>onald. 

It r,as agreed the.t efforts be nade to :,ave the Zionist point of vieu represented 
at the seninar. 

4 , Publication of Professor ~fol7ard1 s book on tlw :Ci:-if:'"'Crane Commission night be 
expected shortly , 

5. In o. tnlk 11ith the ner, he11.d of t he 1:ear Zest . Division of the Office of the 
Coordinator of Infome.tion , ;.;r. 1TeUJ:1ann ht>.d ~.iscussed the possi bili t 7 of arr::-.nging 
for broadcasts to Pt>.lesti11e to be r.iade in Hebrei'f. There uas sone hope the.t this 
u9uld '!>e done. 

6. llr. l•TeUillann again recomoended that it r,ould be timely to ~derteke the publica­
tion of P. survey end report on Pe.lestine to be sponsored possibly py a c;roup of dis­
tinguished .Anerice.ns , per~1P.ps the k.erican PE-.lestine Coi:r1i ttee. It TT11.s s~Gested 
the.t before ::ieking plans fo r t his , the me.tter be discussed TTi t~1 Dr. :Berkson, r,ho is 
about to underte.l_te a Palestin~ r~searctl project fin.-.nced by the ~sco Fund. 

' ' t:r. :.:eumr.nn r.nd :::•, Szold r,ere authorized to eng1-.c,;e r.n e.ssistant to 
Ur. Neumann, to replace Ur. Petego1·ek7. 

COU31' 0? HONO:rt. 

. I t. uas decided. to request J~e ::!.osenbl@.tt , iir. lr<'.iditch, e.nd 
Dr, l31UL1enfeld to constitute themselves a Court of ::onoi· in t:1e C,'\.se of ::r. Thursz 
Md 1-:r. Subotnik, 

.A. L . 
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OOlfl'IDEUTIAL 

l!INUTES OF OFFICE CO.IMITTEE liEETIMG 
AllµIOAN FJ~'q,GENCY cru.:ITTEE FO:a ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

:7ednesd.P.,y . Mav 27 , 1942. 

A meeti ng of the Office Comr:tit t ee of the »:tert'.;enc;r Comr.1ittee for 
Zionist Affairs was held on t1ednesde.y, L;ay 27 , at 41 E~t 42nd Street . 

PRESZNT: Judge Levinthal. (presiding) : Lir. GellmM, Mr. Greenberg, llr s . Je.cobs , 
Mi!IS Leibel, hlr • . Lipsky, !.Ira. Rosensohn, ~r. Szold, i.{r. Werthei m; 

Dr. Goldmann , Ur . Lourie, Er. Heumann, I.Ir. iVeis~al . 

N:!:GOTIATIOHS iTITH NON- ZIONISTS 

. Lir. 77eisgal reported that he had shown Ur. Uertheim tho 
letter (inclµding, the confer ence ~eclaration) which the Emergency Committee had 
decided to send to the non-Zionist Sub-committe~ as a basis for discussion at the 
next meeting. Ur. Wer theim had doubted the advisability 0£ the letter, and had 
submitted a formu;ta defining Jewish nationalism. 

Ur • . ueisgal re~d to the Office CollUllittee the draft of a st~tement 
submitted by Ur. rrertheim for e..cceptence. There was considerable ciscussion on 
the statement . Ur . Gellmo.n said that any effort to define J ewioh nation~li sm was 
likely to produc~ more conflicts than pee~e. Zionists and non- Zionists should 
find colDMon ground on work for PA.lastine uithout se~klng agreement on ideological 
definitions . lir. Greenberg said that he ~1ould hesitate to defi ne r,hat Jer,ieh 
ne,t i onalism i s but that v,e could se:y whe.t it is not . 3e personp,lly rrould be 
as~"Wed ~o mruce a statement of loyalty to the United States of the kind envi saged 
by the non- Zionists, r,hich in itself conveyed suapicion that tpe,t loyalty was being 
impugned. He s~ested thAt it be stated that we are prepared to accept the spirit 
of their formula sµbject to agreement on the. Pe.lesti ne program. 

Mrs. Rosensohn e,greed r,i t h Ur . Greenberg' s point uith regard to a 
stateme~t of. loyalty to t he United States. Dealing uith enother point made , houeverJ 
she thought that i t was necessary to let the non-Zionists nave something i n 
writing. Dr. Golomann uas of the opi nion that from the beginning of the discussion 
at the next meeting r,ith the non-Zionists it should be insisted. that they ~ee.l r,ith 
the Pelestine program, as he believed thet t hev r,ere very far from agreement 1vi t h 
us on that and that i t was desirable to clari fy the position at this stage. Ai!;ree­
ment should rest on a program of acti on, e.nd not of definitions. Judge Levinthal 
agreed that this mi ght be des~rable but he doubted whether it uould be sufficient 
fo r the purposes of a.greeme.nt rrith the non- Zi oni sts to omit reference to that point 
which was t roubli ng them most . 

Mrs. Jacobs agreed that it vould ordinarily be bad taste for e.n 
American to emphasize his l oyalt y to the United Stat~s in the ue:y pr oposed, but 
she thought that the i0plicetions of Zionism e..re such that some consi dernt i on mu.at 
be given to the vi~ws of non- Zionists in this regard .• 

Mr s. Rosensohn asked to have recorded ~he strong excepti on taken 
by Mi~ . Pool and others to the calli ng together of the meeting of the Zi oni st­
non- Zionist negot~ati ng committee on a Frida::, evening. 

Li;.•. Szold s e.id that he beli eved the.t there had been sone progress 
as a result of the negoti ations . If the fonnula prepar ed °b'/ the non- Zioni sts had 
been elven to him "cold" , his reaction, too, ~ould have been to regard i t e.s a 
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bar to agl:eement , but the fonnula had to be vieTTed in the light of the history of 
these niscussions. He \?ould like to make a practical s~estion. He ~bought 
that a talk between F e.nd R mie;ht offer a TTay out . It should be possible to 
convince :l that a statement in the present form uo.s not desirable. Lir. Szold 
thought that. the ns$0tiations he.d shoTTn that there \7ere no fundamental obstacles 
to agreement '7ith the non- Zionists , though the existing formulation might not be 
satisfactory. 

It was f in.ally agreed that a letter be sent to lir. iler theim stating 
that the draft sul:mitted b-J him inciicates the,t the two bodies e.re i n substantial 
agreement, Rlthough the fomulation still called for ca.re.f'ul considsration; that 
Friday' s ueetin.; of the sub-committee shoulcl proceed to a consideration of the 
PalestJne part of the progremm and that after E.'.n e.greement in principle shall have 
been re~ched, the formulation of the program as a whole be submitted to a col.Qlnittee 
of two. 

R:ElPC>aT 0lJ AUER.IC.AN PALESTliffi C0RP0RMI0U (.WPAL) 

' . 
At the invitation of the Chairman, Ur. Dickenstein of Ampal reported 

on the activities of the corporation. A memorondum submitted by hlr . Dickenstein 
to Dr. ~1eizmann had been previously circulated to the members of the Committee. 
Ur. Dickenstein amplifiee. the. points made in this memora.ndum e.nd urged the 
importance of creating an investment body ·:,hich nould attract private capital 
to Palestine on a large scale. He urged the.t . this wou~d be a me~.ns of providing a 
part of the very large funds TThich would be required in order to effect Jewish 
mass 1mmigration_and settlement after the war. 

Mr. Dickenstei~ e.lso emphasized that a trading co'.1)0l'e.tion such. as 
Ampal 11ould be able to attract funds for Palestine r,hile a.voidinb the diff iculties 
r.hich might arise uith the U. J .A. i n the case of a philanthropic organizati on. He 
pointed out f i nally that Ampal 1'70uld uork through the existing institutions and 
tha~ i n addit i on to functioning as a trading concern it would act as a brokerage 
house for such bodies as the Palestine Electric, the.Jewish National Jund, PEC, 
etc. I t ~as suggested that a sub-committee be ~ppointed to pursue further the 
matter of support for Ampal, but no action was taken. 

I t URS agreed thi>.t there be e. further meeting 9f the Committee on 
FridP..y, Uay 29th, at 3: 30 P. ii. for E'. r eport on the dinner of the American 
Palesti ne Committee and to deal with other political matters . 
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May 26, 1942. 

Mr. Maurice Wertheilll, Co-Chairman 
Zionist and non-Zionist Negotiating Committee 
33 East 70th Street 
New York, N.Y. 

My dear Mr. Wertheil111 

At a meeting of the American Emergency Committee for Zionist 
Affairs held yesterday afternoon, at which representatives of 
all the parties within the Zionist movement composing the 
Emergency Committee were present, the draft resolution which 
you handed to the writer on Tuesday, May 26th, was submitted 
for consideration. 

It was the unanimous opinion of the Emergency Committee that 
the draft of the resolution as submitted by you indicates that 
in essense we are in substantial ~greement and I was authorized 
to inform you accordingly, The committee felt, however, that 
the precise formulation of our common views and the manner 
thereof require further careful consideration. 

The Emergency ColJlllllbttee therefore proposes that at the next 
meeting of our Sub-Committee on Friday, May 29th, we proceed 
to a consideration of the Palestine tiart of the program and 
that after an agreement in principle shall have been reached, 
the formulation of the program as a whole be submitted to a 
committee of two, representative of the best minds of both 
groups. Following such a formulation, it is proposed that 
the full membership of the Negotiating Committee meet for final 
consideration and ratification. 

The li)nergenoy Committee is convinced that this procedure will 
make for speedy progress in our negotiations for the achievement 
of unity of action in American Jewry. 

Vlth best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary, Negotiating Committee 



• 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Ml1'UTES OF OFFICE 001,'.MI'l"l'EE MEETING­
.AJ.lJ!mICAN EM3lRG3NCY COML!ITTEE :FOP. ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Frid.2.y ,J '.e.,v 29, 19'12 

#70 

A ~eating of the Office Committee of the ]lmergen~y Committee for 
Zionist Affairs vas held on Friday , Moy 2? , 1942, at 3: 30 P. M. 

PRESENT: JU9-€e Levinthal, _presiding; ~!rs . Epsteins.Mrs . Jac9bs , Miss Loibel ; 
t.iessrs . '.Bublick, Greenberg , Ko11alsky , Szold, Wertheim , Dr. Tl'ise ; 
Dr. Goldmann, Ur. Lourie , Mr. Neumann , :Ir. ifeisgal . 

.AMERICAN P.ALEflTillE COM!.UTTEE DINNER 

Mr. Neumann re-ported on the Second .Annuo.l Dinner held by the .Amoricac 
Palestine Committee on May 25th at tho Mayflo11or notol in ttashington, D. C. It was 
generally felt that ti10 function had been a vary succossi'ul one. Somo 440 persons 
had a,tt.endod the dinnor itself , including fifteen or sixteen ropres ~ntativo~ of 
different countries . Ex:collcnt messages were read by a numbar of thooo. Tho 
1nossago from tho President uo.s in the circumste.nces a very satiefDctory one , A. 
rat!1or colorless mceso.go fi·om l:r. ,inllaco h:,.d nlso boon rec;;:i,vod but h.."\d not boon 
rov.d. Thora bad nlso been n messngo from Mr. Murrr.y of tho CIO. Tho gnthoring 
had been 11011 . reported in tho American press, also in London. 

Mr . Szold reportJd 9.iticism t1hich hr.d roached him from iJ'lr, Deal circlos 
by reason of tho p..,xticipt,tion of Congressmrm Fish. It ,1ns pointed out tbnt it 
was not posaiblo to exclude Ur. Fish. On tho othor h._..,_nd ho hnd boon {':'.iven no 
special prominence such as ho felt uns his due ns tho sponsor of tho Congress 
resolution on tho N!'.tion,~.l Homo 20 yonrs ngo. 

It was agr eed thnt a pamphlet reporting the spoechoc and Messages at 
the dinner should bo issued by the Committee . It \7P,S propocod thnt tho NOT7 
Palos tine should bo subsidized to r.n runount of about $400 to ennblo it to publish 
four additional po.gos on tho dinnJ rs but no ,.,.ction ,,ns tcko:ii on this. It wc,.s 
suggested t:'.S C'. mc~ns of reducing tho cost of tho pc.mphlot thr..t tho speeches might 
be issued in multi graphed form ~ith r. spocinl printed covor. 

PlraLICATIOll' OF SPEECH '"£'[ UP., I!EN- GURION 
AT EXTRAORDirr.ARY ZIONIST CO~.JFERENOE 

It.wv.s o.gr oed thnt the comprehcns iTo stntomcnt on tho politicnl sit1.1,~tion 
mndo by lir. Don- Gurion nt tho Extrnordin.1.ry Zionist Oonfor;mcc should bo i:3Suod in 
pcinphlot form . It '17£',S suggested thc,.t tho type uood b;r tho ?I0r, Frontier in i to 
r eport of tho spoochea might bo l\VP,ilnble for this 1,urpooc . 

COlml!GNCE OF AUTI-ZIONIST RABBIS 

It wns reportod th..,,t doepito tho offorts of B.--.bbi ilcllor , tho conforenco 
plc,.nnod in Atlr.:ntic City by fl. grou:p of o.nti- Zionist r r.bbie nae to tn.t:o , 1nco. 
Dr. Uise ur~ud strongly th~t tho Oonforcnco b~ i&norod but ~ddod thnt it 11as possib:~ 
that M effort nould be l'3f\do to cL'IJilp a rosultion of neutr~lity to Zionism on tho 
Central Conference of AmoricM :Rnbbia . I t Hll.8 ngroed to i ssue no stntwcnt l'.t 
pr3sont but if nood r.roso , to cr.11 n l?loeting of tho Offi ce Comrlittoo r.t shor t 
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notice to do:-.1 ni th :-.ny ,-.ct ion th.--.t ui ght bo t.--ken :-,,t the conforcnco . 

It U1',S r eported thti.t, R.":bbis Bornstein Md Steinberg had obtru.ned "· 
statonont fronoevanty.""f'ivo0 boro londinG Christin.n nin1stors in support of Zionisr , 
and 1 t .ll'.S n.groed thnt :m effort be ~fl.de to get tho "Tines II to publ.ish this stP.tei- "" 
nent in full , if possi ~le, on \fednesdi>.y of noxt uoek. To this ond Judge Levinthal 
should nri to t>. porsonl'.l let tor to l,'.r. Sulzberger of the "'tines 11 • A proposP.l to 
t ... l~o pe.id spo.cu rm.s not i>.ccopted, 

NE@-:USTERM I ~$TITU'i'E OF UNl'ift.'!'RSI'.l:f OF CEICAGO 

. Ur, Neuoann r oportod th.".t tf\() forthco::iing <:°.n~~0df'tho Institute is to 
begin its sessions on June 25th, ~uong the spee.kore ner e to be Professor Gibb 
( e .• Socir-.l c~nges in tho NeP.r East; b , . Future of Al·ab Natioru>.lisl)l); Cow1t Sforz.t. 
(iTostorn Po':Ters in the 1-foe.r Ee.st); Dr. Sa.lo llar:on (Prospects for Po@.ce in 
Palestine) and Professor Quincey Uri~t . It ne.s not cert~in if Mr. l.ie.lco~ UpoDoD~: 
uould be att ending the Institute. Some tuenty-five experts .1ere to participate in 
tho discussions. A S'.•.g~ostion originv,lly nu-.do to the Institute fror,1 an outside 
source thr,.t Dr. TI'oizno.!'lll bo invi tod to tr.ke part had boon turned ~o,rn • . Mr. !TeU!len"l 
had been infomed, horrover, thP.t if the Institute ,,ore officiv.lly asked to-dv.y to 
invite Dr. i7eizi:iann to ntte.nd tha~, mi.gilt accede to such e. request. Dr. i'leiZllli>.nn~ 
ho,1ever , uas agr.inst l':ny such ;_,.c.tio:i. .Ai-.,ong the o~orts •.1ho \'iill participate 
ui 11 be Professor J offrios e.nd Professo1· ires tcrms.n of Colunbi,.,.. It .ras a.greed 
that it be left to tho office to docide uh~thor fu\bbi Bern3tein should be asked 
to go to Chicago fn .advan..,t11 · ' It ua.s al:;o suggested tlu>.t it might be desirable 
to change the topic of Dr. l.ctin1·.s· lecture. 

RELA.TIONS i7ITH HINDUS AlID CIUJfF.S:sl 

In response to l.lr. l!euuenn1 s sug£estion that a !ll!l.).11. : und might bo 
helpful . in cultivatinF, closer relations uith l ~ading Hindug end Chinese, it was 
suggested thr,t this c,-me ,1ithin the po,1or l'llren<l•r grruitod to :,r. Szold to spend up 
to $200 . on individu,,.l itens of routine office expenditure, 

N:5:GO'!!IATIONS i1ITR UON-ZIONISTS 

!lr, 'Jeisgtl reed c. lotter dato\l t=ay 25 '=Thich hnd been sent to l!r. ilorthe:lt 
expressing, subject to chr.nges to be ma.de in form, agreement in ossence ?ith ~ 
communication previously r eceived from Ur. Wertheim, but suggesting that before 
refomul:i.tion the question of the Po.lestino progrpJII should be considered. 

STATEU]JNTS llY CONGBESSUElf ~ ZIONISM 

Ur . Neu.~ refarred to e. collection of statements by Cougressr,1on on 
Zionism ,1hich had been issued during the ln.st ne.r. He suggested t~t it might be 
useful to begin tho collection of such statements nou nith e vieTT to eventual 
publication. I t uns ~greed the.t this should be considered at a later date . 

25TH AmHVERSA..-=tY OF BALFOUR DECLARATION 

It nns egroed th..~t a statament for publication should be issued soon 
to the effect thnt the- Eraer gency Committee was pl1>.nni ng e. noter1orthy celebration ot' 
the annivers~ry. The proposel that a delegation should cell 
on the President on the occasion of t~e ~nnivereary of tho Congredsiona.l Reeolut10 J 
uas deez:iea i•adviee.ble . 
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J I NAlTCIAL ST.ATi'l~NT 

3 - #70 

llr. Szold circulated a copy of tho nuditoT'• · •oport for 1941 Md also 
for the first t h1·ee months of 1942. It ,;,M pointed out the.t the Tu.nds ·:,ore t P.kinl 
up an attitudo t he affect of uhich uas that their $100 ,000 nppropriation ,;,as to 
be made to cover a period of sixteon months froi.1 Septor.iber 1941 to tho end of 
Docer:iber 1942 instead of t uelve months to October 1942 as origin~lly understood. 
The Comi.,ittoe uas expe.ndinr; its •.1ork and r>,t the pr esent re.ta of expc.nsion u.ould 
have exhausted its ~ppropriation ~ell before tho end of the year . There ~as sone 
discussi9n 9n ~he program of the Committeo in relation to its f inrui.ces and it uas 
finally agreed that a fin.:mce cor.u:iitteo to cons~st of the Tr easurer, tho hel'.C.s 
of the U. P. A., the Keren H.."l:resod , the Keren Kayel!ioth nn~- one r epresontntive 
from each of the organizations should be set up. 

REPORTS TO FULL C01,il..IITTEE 

It rras sti,.tec. th.: ... t t ho full cocu:iittoe uould be mooting uith Dr.'Je iznann 
in the nee.r future . .a.part from this , the Socret.--ry uas r equostod to prepare r opor-,·· 
froo tiLle to time on t::ie ,;,ork of the Office Committee for subr.iission to the full 
com'11ittee. 

llEXT i '.EETiiJGS 

It ue.s e.~r eed th....,,t the next nee t ing o: the Office Com:ii ttoe tnke 
place on Wednesday, June S: a.t 3: 30 P.ll, , ano. e. subsequent Meeting on Friday 
afternoon, Jw1e 5th. 

A.L. 
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COlG'IDENTUL 

UilWTP OF O:BTICJ OOijliITTEE 1@1~ING 
.wERIOAN El.ERG~CY QQ!PQTTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Uedne@d@Y: June 31 1942 
. . 

J. meeting of the Office Comittee of the Emergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs was held on Uednesdq, J"4le 3, 1942, at 3:30 P, 1'1. 

PllSENTs Jus1ge Levintha+, presiding; 1frs. Jacobs, Hiss Lef~ei, lire. &sensohn; 
Messrs. :Bu~lick, Greenb~rg, Dr. Qoldstein, Dr. Goldmann, Ur. Ben--Ourion, 

Mr. Lipsq, la-. Szold, Ur. 'i7ertheim, Dr. Uise, Ur. Lourie, 
llr. Neumann, 1.u-. TI'eisgal. 

POST..C01-r:B'ZRZNCE ACTION 

Hr. Ben.-Ourion said that it mi.s desirable to follo'7 up the Extra.­
ordinary Conference in orders 
. 

l, To strengthen the Zionist mov8\!19nt in this country; 
2. To m.n .American Je-rrey to the Zionist cause; 
3. To uin American pu.blic opinion. 

For this, he believed that mass action of some kind nas necessary and 
reconmended SJ?8cifically that a campaign be set in motion to secure the 
signatures of a million Jews to the main :points of the Declaration adopted 
at the Conference. He believed this oould impr~ss official circles in 
i7ashington and London m.th the strength of Zionist support in the United 
States and '17ould be a poV18rful politica:j. ueapon. 

There uae ~nsiderable discu.ssion on 11r. Ben.-Ourionts proposal. 

Kr. Lipsky made the poi.nt that the secu.ring of a million ~ignatures 
endorsing the Conference resolution nas neither dramatic eno'\l&h to arouse 
the Zionists, nor meaningful in terms of an indication of support. He 
proposed, alternatively, a plebiscite in '17hich American Jel'Tl'Y 'l'70uld be in.-
vi ted to register its sentiment, pro or con the Zionist prog..·am. He believed 
that if.even a million of all the JEms in America nsre to register as Zionists, 
the anti-Zionist press t1ould point out that only a)~ of American Jewry S11pported 
Zionism. 

Dr, Goldmann supported the idea of a nation.-m.de Zionist registration 
but said that in order for such a campaign to be successful it had to be 
dramatized. 

Dr. Uise said he believed the time had come for such a demonstration 
as l.u-. Ben-Ourion proposed. It might be tied u:p '171th the 25th anniversary of 
the Balfour Deolar~tion, though 1 t muld be '1'1811 to be ready sooner in view 
of the possibility of another statement S11ch as the Atlan~ic Charter by the 
three great po'tl8rs. It nas to be hoped that there uould be included in such 
a neu declµation specific reference to the Je'l7ieh people. . 

Dr. Goldstein suggested that the machinery for securing the signatures 
might be tied up '71th the cemberehip campaigns of the various organizations. 

Ur. Ueumann pointed out that the real question involved y,aa timings 
in other oords, ooe this the moment to enter into a major undertaking of this 
kind, or should ,-re eave such a mass declaration for a later date. 
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Hrs. tiosensohn said that a great emotion had to be behind any mass 
movement and that nothin~ nas 'l70rse than to tey to stiim1late such emotion 
artificially. 

Dr. i7ise replying ea.id that "'17e uere not coolcing up anything," and 
referred to the b.Qrrors being perpetrated l')n the Je'l7s in Rumanta and Poland 
as more than a justification for a reaction of the kind indicated in Ur • .Be~ 
Gurion' s proposal. 

Mrs. Jacobs said that the method of petitions and declarations '178.S out­
moded as e. politically effective '17eapon and she queried its efficacy. 

Mr. ~en..Gurion in replying to the objections to his proposal saids . 

1. That Mr. Lipsky' s idea of a plebiscite '7as unreal and might be harmful. 
2. The dramatic atmosphere had to be provided by the Zionists themselves. 

The explicit endorsement by a million Jeus of the Conference resolution 
would consti~te a majority expression of Je'17ish opinion and uould prove to 
the British people that a majority of American J e'l7s are in sympathy '171 th 

. Zionist aims. 

3. As to timeliness, there is no time to be lost. Alth9ugh he r,as convinced 
that the United Nations uould win the war, lh' • .Ben-Gurion said he lived in 
a continuous nightmare that Palestine might be invaded. Palestine is not yet 
safe and is not e,+lo'1"18d to defend itself. This is one of the great~st injusti­
ces ever done to the Je'17ish people and it is perpetrated by those who claim 
to be our friends. The immedi~te issue is the defense of Palestine, 

. . 
~t uas decidec;l to submit Mr. ll~n-Gurio?,1•s m,iggestion toe. sub-committee. 

to work out details and report back. The committee is composed of i}F_• ftl:}.1f¥-, 
Mrs. Epst~in, Mr. Uertheim and Mr. Lipsey. Ur. Meumann, llr, l1ontoi;,enJr:ze 
iieisgal ~o have a great deal of experience in organizing such t1ork are to be 
consulted. 

NEGOTI.A.TIONS T7I'l'H NON-ZIONISTS 
. . . 

1.1r •. ileisgal reported on a meeting held on Friday evening llay 29, at '17hieh 
were present the members of the S',l.b-commi ttees, Dr. Ueizmann and Ur, llen-Gurion. 

The letter addressed to V.r. Uertheim by the Emergency Committee '171th 
reference to the implications of Zionism had been welc9med by Ur. TTertheim and 
the ether non.-Zionist members of the negotiating committee, and the meeting 
immediately proceeded to discuss the Palestine program. The question of nation.. 
alism rras not considered at all. 

There had been an inter~sting discussion on the Palestine program and 
after three or four hours, Mr. i1ertheim had read a formula \ihich he put foMard 
for acceptance by the Zionists. 

This formula and a formula prepared by Mr. Neumann and Judge Levinthal 
were then presented to the meeti.ng for consideration, 
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:tr. l!eumann said that he '7ished to make clear that he did not consider 
the formu1a as prepared by himself an acoeptab1~?

8
Re had been asked to prepare 

a formula on certain assumptions uhich might be acceptable to the non-Zionists 
but could ~ot constitute a Zionist fol'I!lll.la. 

. 
lir. Lipsey pointed out that ue would be bound by t7hatever formula was 

nutually a~cepted and oould have to act accordingly. 

Mr. 'tieisgal suggested that a committee of t'l7o or three be appointed to 
draft a letter similar to the previous one, sl\yi.ng that it seems to us that m, 
are sufficiently agreed on essentials to proceed; that it.is, therefo~, 'Ilise 
to postpone the drafting of a precise fol'?llllation uhich ma::, take l!l(UlY months, 
but that sufficient common ground had been reached for Hr. i7ertheim to present 
the matter.to his executive committee, '17hich meets on June seventh • 

. Dr. Goldmann said he uas opposed to any further letter being sent. 
They had construed the last letter as indicating complete approval of their j 
program. They do not agree to any sto.tement uhich implies a Jemsl;l 0ol!lljlOn-
ueal th, a national home or Jeuish control, though they are ready to agree to 
unrestricted Je'7ish icmigration and land purchase.and colonlzation. Dr. Gola.. 
cann said that ',Ulder these circumstances he could not conceive of a:ny forllllla.­
tion on Palestine 'l'lhich would be acceptable to us. He proposed specifically 
that we tell Ur. iiertheim that ue cannot agree to any fol'l!Dlla about Palestine ~ 
miich does not include "Commonwealth" or "national home for the Je'17ish people;~ J -­
that we might come, to an agreement on immigration and colonization, but it wst - -­
be !!IA.de perfectly clear that ue mll carry on the fight for Jemsh co,ntrol and 
for a Comm;,nueal th. 

Dr. ':rise rrarned against being rushed into arq forlllll~tion. ::re said he 
T70uld not delegate the pouer to formlate Zionism to a:ny individual. There, is 
to9 mch at stalce to try to co~e to a conclusion in 48 hours. i7e a.re dealing 
'l7i th a great , human, political problem and cannot crystallize 1 t hastily. 
llr. TTertheim had had i:na.ey hours of discussion m.th the Zionists and certainly 
had a basis for a report to his committee mthout a ri~id formlation hastily 
arrived at, 

Ur. Neumann said he thoUGht that Dr. ~ise aad rendered a service in 
cautioning us not to act hastil;, under the pressure of their impending meeting 
on Sunday. Re believed r1e should conceive of t!1e ultimate agreement not as a 
joint forlllllation but a s µiree separate sectionsz The Zionist program, the 
non..Zionist program and a program of common ground '17hich l)light be interpreted 
as 'JUpporting our demands. Their program wst be one uhich ue ca.n accept and 
the mutual program mst be one of practical collaboration. 

Urs. Rosensohn said she· deplored the lack of mtual confidence indicat­
ed by, the leaders of both sides. She agreed that '179 !lllst not be rushed into 
any formulation, but that nothing could be done '171 thout good '17111 on both 
sides. 

Ur. Greenberg then reported a conversation he had had '171th i!r, TTeriheim. 
Mr. i7ertheim himself agrees that Jemsh control over 1~gration i~ Palestine 
is necessary, but his committee is not prepared for such a suggestion. Mr. 
Greenberg read a draft uhich had been TTorked out ui th lir. Uertheim. 
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Mrs. Jacobs said that she thought ue uere losing sight of why '178 T1ere 
negotiating cl.th the no:c.-Zionists. She recalled that the purpose, as she had 
understood 1 t, uas to arrive at a common program so that American Jewry could 
appear as a uni~ed group before the Peace Conference to get the best possible-;::­
settlement for Palestine. If this is so then ue 1111,1st face the fact that any 
program mtually agreeable becomes the program of all, otheruise the purpose 
of the unified program will be completely defeated. 

The Ohairman said that the purpose had been to find a common denominator 
for praciical action. 

Ur. Lipsky agreed that we wet not be rushed into anything. He empha.­
sized t~t any program agreed upon would bind us also during the '178l'e 

lh-. :Sen-Gurion stated his conclusions as follo'17Sl 
' l~ I am convinced that unity is possible if ue want to have it, 

. 
2. There are many difficulties, some among them, some among ~s. 'l!here is 

confusion e.moDG the Zionists and there are cross-purposes. 'l!here are too 
09nditions necessary for agreement: 

a. That we keep our gen&ral political objective clearly in mind; Tie must 
k:nou '17hat ue uant in this period of our history and, '78 mu.st kno'17 miat 

Trl.ll help us to attain it, I believe that unity with the American 
Jewish OoDmittee may help us to attain our objectiye. 

b. There 11111st ~ complete honesty in our negotiattons. This means we mu.s~ 
not only sa:, uhat is troe, but the hear~r mpt understand precisel7 
Trhat TI8 oean. The letter which TTB.s sent to :.~. T7ertheio is an example •. 
't'Te meant to convey a certain impression. Ur. iTertheim constru.ed it to 
mean complete agreement m. th his program, uhich is not uhat we meant. 

Ue mst keep in mind three principles: 

l. Agreement must not necessaril7 be 100% agTeement. 'lhe eriterion'ue must 
use is uhether the partial agreement is useful for our objective, 

-

2. ilhen ue . do reach agreement, the formula 111\lst be euch that we can accept -
it for 9urselves, although it mst not necessarily be the miole Zionist --­
program. 

3~ A:rJ.y agreement ue do reach 111\lst contain political minimal points. 

Uy advice is, not to hurry and not to break up the negotiations. The7 
should understand that T7e mean to try to come to an understanding m.~h them. ff 

There 'l'ms,general agreement on .. the points made by 1.:r. llell--Gurion. 

Hr. ~eipgal proposed, in Dr. Ueizmann's name, that Mr. ~en.-Gurion be 
given plenipotentiary powers to.discuss a program uith :::r. ~ertheio,between 
nou and Sun~. The Emergency 0ommi ttee m.11 not be boun~ b7 any forllllla 
uhich ma:, be uorked. out, but Ur, ffertheim is to be informed that Mr, :Sen­
Ourion is officially charged uith carrJing on negotiations on behalf of the 
Emergeney,0ommittee. 

. . 
, 

1 
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i~r. l3en-Gurion so.id h~ T70Uld continue hi:i conversations Tiith 
Ur. 7.'ertheim in a private capacity and that the 3mergenc~r 0ol:ll!li ttee uould 
in no uay be bound or committed. He said h~ did not represent American 
Zionists but t ne U9rld Zioni~t Organization o.nd that the Zionist zl:lcecutive 
uould have to ratify any formulation he :ii.;ht arrive at in his private con.­
versations m. th ?'.r. 'J8 rtheim. 

• 
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1,Il-lUTES 01' OFFICE CO~JTTTn lEETiltG 
AlfiZRICAN Ei3filcliiCY 001:; :riiTim FOR ZIONrST .AFFAQ§ 

71ednesday, June 101 1942 

A meetin& of the Office Committee of the »nergency Committee for Zionist 
Mfairs uas held on '1ednesday, June 10, 1942, £.t 3:00 P.U. 

P~SEliT& Dr. TTise presiding; ?~s. Jacobs, l:rs . 'i'ool, Hrs. Rosenso'l:.; 
Mr. :Bublick, l!'ll'. Oruso, Ur. Szold, DI·. Ooldmann~ Kr. H~u"llb.nnt 
~ir. Lourie. 

l3y Invitationr Ur. Schulson, Ur. Shetzer. 

REPORr Oli N;oooTIATIQ1'tS TTITH 1qo1LZIQNISTS1 

Dr. Goldmann summarized Hr. Maurice i78 rtheim•s report to Dr. TTeizrnann 
of the meeting of the .American Jeni.sh Oomrnittee•s sub-committee dealing m.th 
the matter of the negotiations 'l'lith the Zionists on Sunday, June 7th, as follous s 

He had submitted the follom.ng material to thems the formulation abou~ 
nationalism and the diaspora, the ~rogram on Palestine as uorked out m.th 
Mr. l!en.-Gu.rion (see minu.tes June 5} and the proposals uhich he had made to Dr. 
\Teizmann about the i7orld Je'7ish Congress. All the proposals '17'8re accepted in 
principle by a majority, but there '7as a "formidable opposition." 

9ugeestions had been ma.de a t t he meeting for changes in the uording of 
the various formulae. These "'111 be submitted to Judge Rosenman t7ho "'111 draft 
new formulae in accordance ui th the various suggestions. The meeting has also 
decided (a) that the formula on nationalism should, mien mutually agreed to, be 
made public and (b) they could not definitely commit themselves on any formula 
about Palestine m.thout submittin& it to the State Department to ascertain whether 
it might be deemed embarrassing to the t7al' effort of the United Nations. 

Ur. t7ertheim '7as informed that approaching the State Department on mat­
ters concerning Palestine was tantamount to approaching the Oolonial Office. He 
was also told that the rrorld Jem.sh Congress uould not m.thdraw from the trestern 
hemisphere, but might consider changing its name and various other changes. 

llr. l'Tertheit1 is leaving for a four .ieeks holiday and has asked 15r, TI'ald.. 
man to keep us in touch ui th any developments in the negotiations and to send us 
Judge RoseDmaDts draft nhen it is completed. 

Mr. Szold reported on a. talk Tihich he and 1::r. Greenberg had had rrith Mr. 
TI'ertheim and several cembers of his committee on Friday, june 5. l1r. Szold 
reported to Ur. TI'ertheim that, according to ~:r. l!en.-Gurion, Ur. l7ertheim had 
misinterpreted our letter of Kay 25 to signify rmich fuller agreement '17ith their 
formulation of the "status of the Je'7ish people" than '!78.B aetuall~ the case. 
Hr. lTertheim then narroT78d the discussion dot7n to the parac;raph dealing m.th the 
'170rd "nationalism 11 and "national" as used in Zionist literature. Ur. i18 rtheim 
agreed that any protesta tion of the loyalty of .American citizens to the United 
States must be very carefully norded, A.a to the def1¢tion of the status of the 
Jerrish people, l!r. Szold told Mr, TTertheim that rre had t aken no decision Tihich 
precluded the acceptance of an affirmative definition; but ue certainly did not 
consider "common herit~, religion and culture" as adequate to describe the tieP 
ilhich bind the Jecl.sh people together. 

• , 
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lir. Szold also empQasized the fact tho.t the negotiations seemed to be maldne; 
satisfactory progress and tha t the principal roas:,n -;,hy he o.nd i:r. Greenberg 
had hastened to see ;:i,. "Jertheim ':"las to avoid any p:,:,;si"ole cisunderstanding on 
his part as to the extent to uhich r.e ~ed m. th the American Jef'i.sh Commi ttee1 s 
forwlation of the status of the Jensh people und the ties nhich bind JeTIS 
together. .A.fter some further discussion it rtas decided that Dr. Oold:cann should 
inform i!r. Ualla.ch verbally that ne are anaiting Judae Rosenman1s fol'1111.llation 
for consideration. 

ZIO!TIST R::nISTR.\.TIOlis 

In the absence of Ure. Epstein Tiho had presided over the sub-comoittee 
r.hich had oet to discuss}~. laez-.Gurion•s proposal for a national roll-call of 
American Zionists based on the ]iltmore Conference Resolution, a telephoned 
report from Ure. Epstein '17aS read. 

l:rs. Epstein stated that at the sub-committee of T7hich she Tias designated 
a mecber, the committee had not ap;?roved the idea of conducting a caopaign for 
a nat~nal recistration. Instead, a sug::;estion had been put for.-,ard b~ t:r. 
l!eumann '17hich ::aet m.th tho enthusiastic SU!1port of the sub-comuttee, ':'1hich vicu 
~:rs. Epstein shares. 

This plan TTOuld call for an organized atteopt to secure the signaturea 
of officers of all locnl. Jem,sh ovapizations throughout the country to a short.. 
ened st~tement t n~en from the resolution passed at the '.::lxtraordinary Zionist 
Conference. 'The uhole campaiBU ,;rould have to be nor l:ed out during the S'Ullllll8r -
caterial, speakers •to ap:>roach the individual ~roups, contact m.th national 
organizations to secure their cooperation, etc. Zach orGanization nould state 
ho\7 1!J8llY persons it represents. 

'The advantaeea of this plan nould bea a web loTTer cost than a national 
registration; the signatures !'lould be l!lllch easier to ger; this 't70uld provide an 
opportunity for brincing 'before thousands of small or(;anizations the political 
platform of the Zionists. 

Acceptance of the sugi;estion at this afternoon's meeti ng TTould not be 
binding on the Hadassah representatives, nor on a:n::, of the others, as it wuld 
be brought before the 6-ovorning boards of the four constituent bodies before 
final decision. 

There TTas considerable discusnion on the oeri ts of this recommendation. 
l:X-s. Rosensohn believed that if \78 am>roached organizations, a :,roportion of 
nhose membership \7as hostile to Zioniso, \78 nould nobilize an opposition to 
ourselves. 

l'.rs. Pool tho'lll".,ht \78 should postpone any registration until the negolio.­
tions nith the no~Zionists had been ter?llinated, either successfully or un­
successfully. 

r.r. Cruso eophasized that the ranl: and f ile, as individuals, TTere often 
!'Ii th us, m en the leadership of various orc;anizations uere aeainst us. He '17ould 
therefore prefer to have individuals, rather than organizations, register. 

i"irs. Jacobs !)Ointed out that in a ':1911 disciplined organization, any 
local chapt er T10uld naturally turn for i;Uidance to the national office. She 
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1 
could 110·t eee llt.At •i, •s organizationally oorreo\ to turn to the local chapters. 

, r~ther ·th~ to_ ~tionav~gmilzationa. 

Ur. i7e~k1 prcpesed that the mi.ole matter bo turned over to the execut,. 
1ve committ.ees of the four or,anizations for their reactions. • 

This llll:geit1ca '17d e.ccepte4. 

AlWhI!iIISR P':ftTTOr.8 OOl?ITTTP: 
It uas decided to postpone discussion of this queetion until the folloM.!,f 

meeting. 

JEiTISR ilMY OOlf?UTTDa 

Urs. l'ool read a letter from the Los .lngelea Chapter of Hadassah report­
ing on the activities of the Jam.sh .A.rll$ Ooooittee in HollYT70od and asld:ng for 
guidance . 

Mr. TTertheim informed the Oommi ttee that he TTO.B leaving for the i7est 
coast and it might be well to authorize him to convene a meeting of' the Zionists 
there to discuss T7ith them the official attitude of the Emergency Committee in 
regard to the JeT7ish ArTf13 Committee. It TTas Bi.,"l'eed that the Trest coast be in.. 
formed of }!r. '7ertheim' s visit o.nd that he be delegated to convene such a meeting. 

lf.Wi EAST I}TSTITUTE 

1".r . l!Anmann reported a letter from Hr. ii1lson of Oolonel Donovan's office 
discussing the speakers at the Near East Conference of the University of Chicago 
and explaining TThy Dr. Ueizmann had not been invited and TTilY Ur. )~colm liacDonald 
ha.d. 

After some discussion 1 t uas finally decided that Dr. 'Jise, as the ahair ... 
can of the ~rt;ency Committee, send a telegram to ar. Hutchins, the president 
of the Universit;r of Chicago. urgiJ:IG that Dr. i7eizmannl s name be included in the 
prograI:1 to read a l)aper • 

POST-UAR .AillS OllG.A..!IZA..TIOUS 

llr. ~enroann reported that there nere a Jllllllber of institutes dealing nith 
post-'1'18.l' aims and reconstruction and that it tms important for us to keep info~ 
ed of their nctivities and, nherever possible, to have representatives at their 
conferences and conventions. 

Mrs. Pool reported, in this connection, that Hadassah ha.d alreaccy- started 
to make contacts w1 th various 1nsti tutes dealing '!71 th post-ml.l' aims. 

Ur. Pmunann also reported that the services of iir. Schul.son of the Z0.A. 
office in Uashington had been lent to the ::i:Illergency Committee for the suuner 
months. 

A. L. 
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COPY OF OilLE TO I.ORO HALIFAX 

(Sent froo Ohic~ c) June 20, 1942 

IN VIill'T OF THE PRESENT ~ENCY I~T T'dE :UDDLE EAST I RESJ>!X>TFULLY 

BEITERA.T3 OUR APJ):El!T ':;!SH TO T.\XE A GRFAT:::::R PART IN TEE STRUGGLE AG-AlliST 

m I}!VADIUG ARUI~ Ai.ID TO PARTICIPATE t~llil DIRECTLY &"ID EFFEOTIV3LY IN 

TBi D2FEl.lSE OF PALmTiliZ. THIS AS YOU ID.toff CAN Oltt.Y BE ACHIEVED BY 'l!BE 

ORGAllIZA.TIOlf OF A JEl7ISR , :ILITAnY FORCE OUT OF THE EXISTIMO UUITS AND 

TrtXIR AUO;u:N?ATIOU TEroUGH roR'l'HZR E."r!LIST:llNT ur PALESTillE TO FIGR!t' UlIDER 

ITS om{ FLAG mm2R BRITISH coi.nwm. 

I UOULD LIKE TO SU:Si::IT THIS RE~T THPDUGH YOU TO THE PRD.!i MINISTER 

TTHoSE liISSION I TRU'ST iTILL U EMIN!INTLY SUCCESSFUL AND i7HO AS A RESULT OF 

m I.OliG DISCUSSIOUS o:r TEZ SU:BJ!X)~ IS F.\l iILIAR TTITH ZVERY ASPECT OF TS 

PLAJJ. i•:ORE mUf EV:::R I Ali COtTVUTClD lr0t7 IS Tm: TIUE TO 1; ;:pI,t,XWr THE 

Pl'lOl.iISE HADE ;oRE THAN A YEAR AGO. FOR IT 'JILL MOT OliLY CONTRIBUTE 

SUl3STANTI.ALLY TO T~ D2FE!SE IcT TliE CRITICAL AREA BUT '!'TILL WO HAVE .AN 

~omoos lllFF~T Oli TF..:.il 1:oRALE OF .A1mRICAN A:.~ :ro~.LD JEWRY. I .41{ EQ.UALLY 

OONVINC~ THAT r.rmouT IN .ANY t'TAY DISTURBil-!G T1ul SI!LUATIOl! IN THE MIDDLE 

EAST SUCH .Ali AOT OF Sll~LE JUSTICE ..um PRDDlilNCE AT Tms TDIE '!'TILL 00 A 

I.ONG t"l.l.Y TOt7ARDS r.~~A'rI:ro THAT GOODiTILL TOt7.A.RDS Tlul BRITISH CAUSE IlT mrs 

eotnmr! SO ESSZTTIAA) AT TliIS CRUCIAL iDl~. 

OH.t.Ili t1l:IZ?.wm 
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MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEEI'I NO 

~ICAN EMERGENCY QOMZ~ITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Wednesde.;r. June 24, 1942. 

# 74 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist 
Affairs was held Wednesday af'ternoon, June 241 1942 at 3 p.m. a~ the Hotel 
Commodore. The meeting followed a lu..'lcheon on honor of Prof. Charles a. Webster, 
former director of the British Library of Information, who was about to return 
to England. 

PRESENT• Judge Levinthc.l, presidingJ Messrs. Oruso, Kowalsky, SzoldJ Mesdames 
Pool and Hosensohn. 

Dr, Goldmann, Messrs. Neumann, Schul.son, Weisgal. 

liATlONAL ROLL CALL 
Mr. Neumann reported that at the meeting of the Roll Call sub-committee 

the original recommendation to secure individual signatures had been modified 
by an alternative recommendation - to secure mass action in the form of endorse­
ment by local Jewish organizations. 

On behalf of Hadassah, Mrs. Rosensolm reported that the matter had been 
discussed at a very full meeting of its National Board and that there was unani­
mol:S opinioa against the idea in principle, They felt such action might first 
of all invite organized opposition which would be most dangerous to our cause; 
also that if such an undertaking were unsuccessful (as they felt it might be) it 
would put us in a very bad position. Mrs, Pool added that were •the alterna­
tive proposal to be considered, it was important to realize there would be 
difficulties in cases where the local groups would turn to their national bodies 
for direction and in cases where the national organizations were hostile, we 
\oJOUld fail to get the support of the local units. 

Mr. Cruso reported on behalf of Poale Zion "ihich had also discussed the 
matter at its Board meeting, They bad unarwiously favored the individual form 
of registration, but 'WOUld be willing to compromise on the organizational regis­
tration, if necessary. Their rea11ons were as followsl, 

1, The signing of a statement by the officer of a local group 
would.not be regarded as a propr expression of the individual 
opinion of all its members and would therefore be polltica~ 
ineffective. 

2, Individual registration vould reach larger masses and is 
the moet effective way of activizing Zionist opinion. 

Mr. Weisgal expressed the opinion that the whole idea was untimely at this 
moment - first, because , "it's on the record" that American Jewry is behind the 
Zionist movement, and second, in view of our present negotiations with the non41 
Zionists, we ought to await the outcome of these talks. Should the negotiations 
fall through, we would then have an excellent issue to go out after American 
Jewish opinion, 

It vaa decided to postpone further disoussion until a meeting of the 
Committee at which Mr, Ben-Ourion would be present, 

DR. MAONES STATEMENT IN NEW xomc TIMES 

Dr, Goldmann recommended that the Elnergency Committee• should pass a resol,.·· 
tion disassociating itself and .American Zionism from the vieva of Dr. Magnes aF 
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reported in the New York Times of JW1e 14, 1942. He felt it was most important 
that both the Yishuv and the British understand that American Zionists do not hold 
these views. 

A letter bad been received from Mrs. Epst ein P.lso recommending such a resolu-­
tion, in which she was sur>ported by Miss Benjamin. 

Judge Levinthal suggested t hat it might be possible to get several of Dr, 
Magnes 1 close friends in this country to write personal letters asking him to indi­
cate in a oublic stat ement that he had not been speaking on behalf of American 
Zionists, Judge Levinthal felt that a public r~olution might tend to make a 
"martyr" of Magnes and would also widen the breach in 7d.onist ranks. 

Mrs. Pool expressed the view that such a resolution seemed necessary because 
of the various r esolutions and declarations made at the conferences of the Zionist 
Oreanizations, as well as our own Emergency Conference, in which our stand was 
clearly defined. To pass a resolution on the statement of one individual would 
magnify his views to the magnitude of the Zionist organization, Further, since the 
New York Times was always so ready to take up the cudgels for Magnes, any statement 
by us would not receive effective treatment. It 1,,,as Mrs. Pool' s feeling that since 
Hadassah had founrl Dr, Magnes willing t o compromise and listen to other points of 
view, in this instance too he might be persuaded, on personal appeal, to straighten 
out his differences with the Zionist Organization on these vital matters, 

Mr. Neumann felt such a resolution was not neces~ary but the officers should 
be authorized t o issue a statement which would indicate to the Yishuv what our 
stand was, but that need not preclude a personal approach by individual friends 
of Dr. Magnes. 

Ibth Mr. Cruso and Mr. Kowalsky also concurred in the feeling that a resolu­
tion was a "natural" action and necessary to prove that Magnes did not represent 
American Zionist opinion. 

Mrs. Roeensohn felt that a statement from us would only bring forth another 
strong statement from Magnes and that it might be better to try to approach him 
first on a personal basis. 

Mr. Szold pointed out that we must first consider what Dr, Mll{Znes 1 views, 
as expressed in the Times report, were, Any denial on our part might also imply 
opnosition to that oart of his statement which is also part of our own policy and 
point of view- 1, e , cooperation wherever Possible with the Arabs. 

Dr, Goldmann reitered that the matter was one of a confiict of two concepts 
of Zionism ( although because of the views he has held for over 20 years Dr, Gold­
mann did not oersonally regard Magnes as a Zionist), and the Emergency Committee 
must therefore present its concept and willingness to cooperate with the Arabs in 
accordance with the Declaration adopted at the Conference, 

Mrs, Pool pointed out that any statement we make must be a positive one -
we could not take a negative stand against a bi-natlional state since it had not as 
yet been actually offered to us. 

It was decided to refer the matter to a meeting of the full Emergency 
Committee, In the meantime, an appropriate statement was to be prepared which 
could be uae4 as the basis of the next discuesion. 
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Af3AB::,TEWISH BEI,ATIOIT3 CJIMMITTm 

A report of the meeting of the ~rab-J'erlsh Relatioll3 sub-committee was 
presented as follows• 

Present were Mesdames Jacobs, Pool, Roeensohn, Dr. Goldmann, and Mr. Lourie. 
It was agreed& 

1. That the work of the Hadassah Arab-Jewish Relations Committee should 
become a coopera·~ive undertaking of the Emergency Committee and of Hadassah. 

2. That the Committee shell report regularly to the Emergency Committee. 

5. That the Committee shall not have authority to take 8.f1¥ political action 
or publicize its activities on its own initiative, its purpose being to 
study and to reach conclusions tor submission to the Emergency Committee. 

4. That the existing membership of the Committee should continue unchanged, 
but that the Emergency Committee should have the right to add additional 
members. 

6. That Mrs. Jacobs should oontinue chail'man of the Arab-Jewish Relations 
Committee under its new auspices. 

6. That the Committee shall continue to operate on a budget of t.4,000 until 
Ootober 1, 1942, which moneys are provided b;y a Hadassah grant, the ques­
tion of participation by the Emergency Committee in the budget of the Arab­
Jewish Relations Committee to be considered further at a later date. For 
th:? time being the engagement of Mr. Moshe Perl.man in New York, and 
Mi en Lotta Levensohn 1n Palestine as experts to the Committee shall be 
continued. 

Dr. Goldmann stated that since that meeting was held, he had given the 
matter further thought and wished to recommend that the Arab-Jewish Relations 
Committee of Hadass~h become a regular sub-committee of the Emergency Committee­
in line with the other sub-c0111111ittees now 1\mctioning - that Mrs. Jacobs should 
continue as chairman, but the Fmergenc;y Committee should have political and fin­
ancial res~onsibllity for its work. · 

The report was adopted as presented, and discussion followed or. • •. . .. 1, 

Dr. Ooldmann 1s recommendation. 

Mrs. Rosensohn pointed out that Hadassah could not take an, action on such 
a change in the status of its oommittee until the convention, or a full meeting of 
its National Board. It was her feeling, however, that it would not be sate to 
interrupt, at this stage, the successful developnent of the oommittee as it has 
grow under Hadassah1s jurisdiction. Further, since it ,es actually a cooperative 
effort by one of the Emergency Committee's constituent groups- it could not be 
considered an "outside" effort. 

Mrs. Pool added that it must be kept in mind Hadassah had al.read¥ decided 
not to change the setup of the committee at this time; also it should be recalled 
that Hadassah had taken up this llOrk on its own only after their continudd pleas 
to the Emergency Committee to initiate it had received no definite response. 

Mr. Szold said ee ought to consider just what advantage it would be to the 
Emergency Committee or to the movement 1n general in having a Jo mt committee as 
against the nresent procedure, particularly since in the nresent set-up, the 
Fmergency Committee is kept informed of e.ll that goes on. 
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Dr. Goldmann then made a 1."urther amendment to his previous recommendaticn -
that we should agree to a Joint committee until the Hadassah Convention, after 
which the Arnb-Jewish Relations Committee should become a sub-committee of the 
Qnergency Committee. 

It was decided that the matter should be referred back to the sub-committee 
end also to the National Board of Hadassah. 

POLITICAL MATTERS 
Dr. Goldmann reported that during a recent. visit he and Dr. Wise had had 

'111th Mr. \!elles, they questioned a statement wl1ich the President was supposed to 
have made to the new Iraq Minister in this country stating that after the war he 
felt sure Iraq, Syria and Palestine would become independent. Mr. Welles subse­
quently informed Dr. Wise that this had been a misinterpretation. The President 
had mereiy expressed satisfaction that Syria had been assured independence and that 
he hoped the Palestine problem ~~uld also be solved in a Just way. 

With regard to the general situation, Dr. Goldmann felt it was important that 
we find out Washington 's views on the latest develo".lments . He reported that 
Mr, Ben-Ourion was seeing Mr, Bullitt in Washington, and that efforts were being 
made to have Dr. Weizmann see Churchill before he leaves the country. In the 
meantime, Mr, Lourie had gone to Washington to see Mr. Martin, Churchill's private 
secretary. 

Mr. Weisgal renorted that the attached telegram had been sent to Lord 
Halifax for transmission to Churchill on June 20, 1942, from Chicago. 

A recommendation had been made by Mr. Neumann that in view of the new emer­
gency a delegation should visit the President to discuss the Jewish military force, 
or at least the question of arming the Jews of Palestine to defend themselves. 

It was the consensus of opinio~ that there should be such a delegation and 
that Dr. Weizmann and Mr. Ben-Gurion should also participate. 

Mr. Szold said ,.,e must make it clear that we want not merely a deleg;-1 tion -
we "'ant actiou, Therefore our approach must be very carefuJ.ly thought out. He 
suggested we see one of our \',ashington friends first. 

DrA Goldmann said t hat the aim of the delegation should be to urge the 
President to press the British to arm the Jews, Dr. Weizmann ought to d.ecide him­
self whether he felt he should oe.rticipate, but even in the event that he did not, 
Mr. Ben-Ourion ",ould still participate as a Palestinian representative. 

Mr. Cruso approved the suggestion for a delegation and stated he had been 
instructed to recommend that the Emergency Committee consider holdibg a large mass 
meeting on the problems of Palestine's defense and the safety and security of the 
Yishuv,. 

Mrs. Pool expressed the opinion that ~e ought to prepare now for any emer­
gency- for instance, a oossible invasion of Palestine- and have a program ot'action 
outlined and ready for such an eventWllity. Rabbi Kowalsky said he too felt it 
was important to orepare such a program. 

Dr. Goldmann suggested that a discussion with Mr. Ben-Ourion should take 
place on the a.uestion of specific action- evacuation, etc., that -would heve to 
be planned. 
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Mr. Neumann pointed out that the President's letter to Senator Wagner on the 

occasion of the ~erioan Palestine Committee dinner stated thet "immediate danger 
to Palestine has been removed - "• He believed that such a statement may have 
been based on info:nnation the President had received that the situation was safe 
and was at the same time an answer to our demand for a Jewish Anny. Mr. Neumann 
felt doubtful tbat in view of this letter we could count on effective intervention 
of our Government. 

Mr. Neumann went on further to question whether we should consider following 
similar action of the Army Committee in getting telegr811ls from all over the coun­
try to be sent to legislators in Washington, a suggestion he had made several days 
ego. He reported that he and Mr. Schul.son had been in touch with a young man who 
had just been appointed Washington correspondent for the Jewish Day and Yho would 
prove to be a valuable contact there. This young man had, in that capacity, 
talked to a number of people about the Jewish Anny in Palestine and has been told 
that the idea of the Je,,ish Army was "too nebulous". 

This raised the question of whether this was the time to press for a resolli­
tion to be introduced in the House ann/or the Senate. 

Dr. Goldmann felt it 'tlOUld be inadvisable to press members of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee to take any action on the Army question until we know more 
definitely the stand of the White House on this matter, and what the Stete De­
partment will advise the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Schul.son reported an important opinion that it voul.d be fatal if ve 
were to try to approach the Foreign Affairs Committee now, we first ought to ap­
proach individual members of that committee and get them to iµiderstahd and support 
our view. 

Mr. Neumann reported on meetings he had held with various people in 
Washington. He had learned that the ple.ns for the Ohioago Near last Institute had 
been changed and that Prof. Charles A. Webster would speak in place of MacDonald,. 
He had seen Mr. Alling of the state Department who was very much interested in the 
attitude of American Jews to the Zionist problemJ he seemed particularly inter­
ested in the recent conference of anti-Zionist r abbis held in Atlantic City. 
Mr. Neumann said he got the impression that anti-Zionists may have been talking 
to Mr. Alling. 

Mr. Neumann reported the following action• 

1. Dr. Paul Hanna's book "British Policy in Palestine" was off the press. 
2. Dr. Lowdermilk's gook was progressing. 
3. \York with the Christian clergy consisted of trying to get l,000 

signatures eupPorting a pro-Zionist Statement on Jewish 
immigration into Palestine, also the placing of articles in the 
clerical press by rabbis and other lewish leaders. 

4. Ben-Clurion1s speech at the Extraordinary Conference had now been 
published in pamphlet fom - 6,000 copies. 

6. The proceedings of the A.P.O. Dinner were being printed. 
61 Ret Tbe Chicago Institute- Mr. Agllon, representing the Free French 

was to participate. He was a friend of Zionism and could be 
counted on for support. 

7. Frank Bannett 1s speech at the Legion Celebration had been urinted 
and 'W8S being distributed at his own expense. 

~ST-WAR AIMS 
• Mr. Neumann reported that Mr. Sct.Jlson was getting Zionists to attend 

various Institutes on post-war aims and planning. He reported also that a small 
meeting was held on June 2& to discuss contacts with Peace Institutes. 
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There were present at this meeting Dr. Berkson, Miss Julliet BenJBIJ)in, 
A. Duker, Chaim Greenberg, Beryl Levr, Rabbi Scbdt'el, and Emanuel Neumann 
and H.A. Schulaon. Tbe following recommendations were made• 

l. A special brochure be prepared, setting forth Zionist peace aims 
which could be sent to institutes wrking on post-war reconstruction. 

2. A special effort be made in Palestine to gather all possible materiel 
and make a study of the absorptive capacity of Palestine. 

3. A s:.udy be made in America regarding the type of government and method 
of implementing a Jewish State during the transition period at the 
conclusion of the war. 

4. Existing Jewish institutes should be aotivited into giving consider­
ation to the Zionist solution. 

6. Several Zionist organizations should get themselves on the map by 
registering themselves and indicating what work they are doing in 
connection with post-war problems, stating also what material they 
have available. 

6. Some methods be devised as to how institutes and groups working on 
post-war problems can be contacted and how we can introduce our­
selves into their work. 

7. Research workers be engaged to prepare such material as iJ9 useful 
in this connection, and means be found to finbnce this wrk. 

8. Seminaries, Jewieh schools of learning and Jewish academicians be 
utilized to work on some specific etudies in the above fields. 

Mr. Neumann mentioned f'urbher that it had been suggested the F)nergenq 
Committee ...ork closely with Dr. Berkaon in eecuring the necessary research mat 1l. 
He announced that Dr. Albright, of John Hopkins University, was going to conai­
der the possibility of holding a Near East Institute there in the fall. He alao 
announced that the Amerie& Council on Public Affairs was prepared to publish and 
distribute a series of pamphlets on Palestine ~d the Near East at their own 
~enses. 

LE!l''.reB FHQM RABBI OI:AZEB 

The Chairman reported a letter received from Rabbi B. Benedict Glazer 
of Detroit asking that due recognition be given to the part hie late father·,had 
played in getting the Resolution on Palestine passed in 19t2. It was pointed out 
that there would be complications due to the fact that mah¥ others bad also 
participated in this effort. No decision was reached. 

FINANQIAJ: REPogr 
Mr. Szold submitted a memorandumaui report of Finances which he 

asked to have incorporated in the record. Both ere attached. 

A. L . 

. . 
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QORREQrlON OF MINUTFA 

Rea June 3rd minutest Mrs. Rosenaohn asked to have she following 
note recorded-

"The wording at present is 1It was decided to submit Mr. Ben)'K)urion'e 
suggestion to a sub-committee to 'flOrk out details and report back.' 
It is my belief that it should have been worded lit was decided to 
sutmit the suggestion to a sub-committee to explore t'urther and report 
back.' Only under those circumstances could Mrs. Pool, Mrs.Jacobs e.nd 
m1self have voted in favor of this motion. ft 

Re& June 10th minutes• Mr. Neumann ..dshed to have it recorded 
that "1th regard to Post-War AiJns Organization the Committee approved 
the suggestion that Mr. Szold, in consultation with Mr. Neumann, be 
authorized to engage services of a competent person to work in this 
and related fields. 
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COPY 

MEMORANDUM 

Tos Mr. Robert Szold 

From, Mr. Artmir Lourie 

June 22. 1942 

For the year 1942 the Keren Kayemeth and the Keron 
Hayosod allocatod to the Emergency Committoo the sum of 
$100,000. In fact, howovor, by roason of deductions in 
rospoct of amounts paid by tho f'Unds in Septombor and Octobor 
1941, tho actual allocation for 1942 is only $~7.ooo. 

Of this amount-, a furthor $8,000 is being witheld 
at prosont by tho Koron Kt:iyemath bocauso of tho deduction 
of a similar amount by the Karon Hayosod in ros~oct of their 
advanco to us 111st Soptomber. 

Accordingl.'1, for tho yoar 1942 the nnorgonc,- Comm1.ttoo 
is now schedulod to rocoivo onl.7 $59.ooo in cnsh. 

We hc.ve so far rocoivod $33,500. 'lhls wo ~o still 
duo to rocoivo from tho f'Unds $25,500. 

Our ensh oxpondituro for tho first five montis of this 
yoor was $39,a,o or $8.ooo monthly. 

!tho 11vorago monthly re-current oxpensos of tl.e Committee 
is $6,000,00 llnd the non.-recurrent expensos $2,500.00, moking 
11 total mnthly e:z:pondituro of $8,500.00. 

'lo have no co.sh in the bsnlc D.nd are due to reeeive $8,500 
as further installments froc tho lte.ron Ba;yesod and tJie Koren 
K~th o.t tho boginni~ of July, which is to last 11s two months. 
This does not tako into account the $8,000 llhich is an disputo 
With the Koron KAyocath. 



... . . , 

\ 

A.voroge Monthly F.xpondituros of .Acor1can Ecorgoncy Coot.tl.ttoo 

For Zionist .Affairs Basod on ~ro.xicato Figuroa 

for Period Janutn7 l - ~ 31, 1942 

--------------------------------
~rrent E;po~sos 

Salaries 
F.ducat1onol Ma.toria:i. 
Travel & Entortainoor_~ 
lliscollonoous Exponsos 
Su.pplios, Printing, otc. 
Ca.blos 
Telephono 
Audit 

Rent 
Mo.:tntonrmco & .Ropo.irs 
Postage 
Light 
Allowance to Ref'ugoos . 

(OUr allowonco for tho oonth of 
Juno is only $235.00) 

Bonted Equipoont 
Purcbo.so of F,quipoont 

3~200.00 
275!00 
450.00 
380.00 
200.00 
475,00 
240.00 
15.00 

365!00 
10.00 
85.00 
40.00 

380.00 

10.00 
120.00 

Total of rocurront expansos 

No~recurrent liqpAnaep 

.Acerioan Palestine Coccittoe Dinner 
{~s aoount is not cooplete) 

Struoo. rally ond publicity 
J O'l'l'ish Arey rally and publici t7 
Jetdsh Logion .Annivorsa.r;r 

('lhis aoount is.not cooplete) 
Palcor 
Conforenco to Dr. wo,zoonn 
Contribution to Free World 
Subsic°cy' to Rechcl.utz 

1715.43 

2880.79 
1780.11 

74.75 
415.00 

3525.59 
550.00 
843.7g 

ll,785.46 

Estimted conthly E:,cpanso 21357.00 

Total estimtod oonthly Ol!pE>IlSO $ 8,602.00 
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... CONFIDENTIAL 

MINU'l'F§ or OFFICE OQMMITTEE Mffll'lNG 
AMERIQAU. JJM&ROENCY OOMMI'l"l'EE FOR 

ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

~~~'!,_,ly.Jy 2, 19~ 

A meeting or the Office COll)Jlli·,;;tee was helJ on Wedne8day, July 2, 1942 at 
4l E. 42nd Street. 

PRESEN1'1 Mr. Lip81cy, pre8idir\&J Me8dame8 Epstein and HalprinJ Me88rs. Bubllck, 
Bruso, Oold, Greenberg. 

Dr. Goldmann, Messrs. Lourie, Schul.Bon, Weisgal. 

Abeent with ea®eea Dr. Wise, Dr. Goldstein, Judge Levinthal, Messms. 
Neumann, Swld, WertheiJII; Mrs. Pool. 

REPORT OF ACTION 
Mr. Lourie reported the t'ollowinga 
1. A cablegram had been sent that morning, in the name of the Emergency 

001D111ittee and of all the organizations, to Mr. Churchill with reference to the 
mobilization of Palestine Jevry. (copy attached) 

2. A cable of greeting had been sent to the Yishuv in the name of the 
Committee. 

3. TllO letters were read from Mr. Ben-Ourion, dated June 29 and July l from . 
Washington, D.o., regetting his inability to attend the meeting and reporting 
on his action in Washington. 

4. Telephonic reports were also received from Mr. Neumann and Hr. Ben-Ourion 
with reference to the visi" of Dr. Weizmann to Mr. Sumner Welles and Lord Halifax.· 
Lord Halifax had left for England the following morning, but before hie departure 
Dr. WeizmanJ\ had again discussed with him the question of Jewish milltary needs 
in Palestine and Lord Halifax had agreed to take up the matter with Mr. Churchill 
on arrival and to give it Ji,s support. 

The situation had also been diacussed with Mr. Welles who said he would 
capiunicate immediately 81.th the American Oonsul 1n Jerusalem suggesting he get 
1n touch with the AgeM7 representatives and ascertain from them their iJllmediate 
needs. 

DISCUSSION RE PBF'$NT iffliROENQI 

A letter was read t.rmm the Haehomer Hatzair urging a meeting 1n Madison 
Square Garden. Some skepticism was expressed in the light of past experience of 
the effectiveness of Zionist mass meetings at this time; On the other hand, it J.. 
was urged that the Zionist public were entitled to tnow what 'll&S being done and 1' 
to feel that the leadership was active. A propo•al for comldm.ng the possible 
Madison Square Garden meeting of the Congress on Nazi atrocities with the lmler­
gency C0111111ittee on Palestine was rejected. 

It was finally agreed• 
l. That a meeting bu organized for 1,000 to 1,500 pereons drawn fro!D 

the different organizati-:>ns on 'l'hursday of next veEic, or the following Monday r 
depending on Dr. Weizmann's convenience, but not later than a week from Mon~, 
to hear a report. There should be not more than three SJB alcere, 1nolud.1ng 
Dr. Weiman,,., and Ir. Ben--Oul•ion, and there sh~uld b3 the possibility of 
d111cus11ion from the noor. 
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2. There should be a press conference next Monda¥, with the participation 

of Dr. Weizmann and l•1r. Ben-0Ur1on. Mr. Neumann had already telephoned to say· that 
Dr. Weizmann was prepared to take part in such a conference. 

3. The organizations should circulate their members aeking them either 
to write or wire to their Senators vr Congressmen '..ll'ging that Jews in Palestine 
should be given arms for defense. 

4. There should be a statement in behalf of the Committee intended 
primarily for the Yiddish press dealing with the ?tesent situntion. 

PF,SPATQH OF MOHIES TO PAI:E!?TINE 

After a brief discussion it ..es agreed that the best ~rocedure ...ould be to 
inquire from Palestine itself what monies should be transmitted at this time. 

JiARRIS FOUNDATION-NEAR EAST INSTilVTE IN CHIQAOO 

A letter from Judge Levinthal reoorting on the meeting in Chicago was read, 
also a circular which was sent in connection with the meeting with a view to es­
tablishing e permanent Near East Foundation. 

Attention was drawn to the list of those who, in terms of the circular, 
might be interested and perhaps contribute funds. These included Harris Institute 
members, oil companies, archaeologists and historians in/or Near East, tobacco 
compahies buying in the Near East and other importers anfl exporters, consular and 
diplomatic representatives, missionaries and teachers in "'merican schools in Near· 
East, etc. 

A. Lourie. 
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RT.. HON- \·/INSTON- CHURCHILL 
LO?!DON 

JULY 2 1942 

THE ADVANCE; OF THE NAZI ARMIE£, 'l'OWARDS SUEZ BRIUQS \/ITH IT THE THREAT 

Ol' INVASIOM !ro PALESTINE .AND THEREWITH THE POSSIBLE ,A;JNIRIUTION 

Ol!' THE i,HOLE OF PALESTINE Jr.TRY sTo.;:, lfOR MORE THJ.N TWO AND A HALF 

YEARS THE JEiTG O.F Pil.LESTIME H:;.v:E DEJ.\A~1lED TRE RIGHT TO DEFEND 

THEIR COUNTRY .AND TO FIGHT THE MORT.AL ENEln'Y OF THEIR PEOPLE .AND 

OF HUM.lliITY ALONGSIDE THE ARMIES OF THE UNITED lfATIONS STOP TH1S 

ELEMENTARY RIGHI' DElHED TO NO OTHER PEOPLE WAS DENIZ!> TO TRW 

THE PRECIOUS TIME DURING mncH A FORCE OF 50,000 TO 60,000 

P:.LESTINIAll JEl,S READY TO DO JU.JD DIE FOR THEIR COUNTRY MIGHT HAVE 

BUN RAISED TRJ,IUED /JID EQUIPPED HAS BEEN LOST STOP AT THIS TWELFTH 

HOUR WE URGE !,iOST EARNESTLY THAT ilITHOUT A l.lOMENTS FURTHER DELAY 

THEIR PLEA BE GR.\NTED ,\ND ALL AVAILABLE JE\1ISH M.ANP0\1ER IN PALESTINE 

B.E IMMEDIATELY MOBILIZED .AND IF THEY GO DOW THE'l" SHOULD BE ENABLED 

TO GO D0\1N FIGRTilG STOP WE SOLE!DlLY AFFIRM THAT IF THIS IS NOT 

DONE AND SHOULD CATASTROPHE BEFALL IT i7ILL BE BRITAINS RESPONSil3ILITY 

BEFORE HISTORY THAT THE JE\'l'G OF PALESTINE iiERE DENI.ED BY THE MAND­

ATORY POWER THE RIGHT ..UID ME.A.."fS OF SELF DEFENSE STOP IN APPEALING 

TO THE OONSOIENOE OF THE BRITISH PEOPLE WE APPEAL ALSO TO YOU 

PERSONALLY WHO HAVE SO OFTEN SHOl7N YOUR SYUPATHY .AND UNDERSTANDING 

FOR THE OAUSE OF !IHE JE\7ICH P""JJOPLE \7E Klt07i YOU WILL GIVE THE 

MATTER CONSIDERATION IN THE LIGHT OF THE mJPREME DANGER AND URG.ENOY 

OF TnE HOUR 

STEPHEN s. \TISE 
Chairmo.n 1 .Alterica.n !lnergenoy Oormrltteo Zionist Affairs 

LEON GELLMAN, President Mizraw.1 
DAVID WER11rrrw.IM, Oen. 5eor,.,Poale Zion 

LOUIS LEVINTHAL, President 
Zionist Organization of. 

Aruerice. 
TAMAR de SOLA POOL, P1:cslc.ent. 

Hadns:.a!l 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

.AMERICAN EMERGENCY 00:iA!iIT'l'EE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

July- s, 1942 

A meeting of the Amerioan Emorgoncy Committee for Zionist .Affairs was hold 
on \'Tednesday night, July- a, 1942, at 8130 P.H. 

PRESENT1 Dr. Wise, prosiding; Judge Levintpl, Judgo Rosenblatt, Dr. Silyor, 
Messrs. 13ubl1ck, Oruso, Furmal'lsky, Gellman, P. Goldman, llereminski, 
Naidi tch; Mesdames Samuel Goldstein, Jacobs, Schoolman, Epstoin, Fodo;:1 Dr. 0o, di:ionJ'. 
Miss Leibel, Mr. Fishor, Mr. Y..ontor, Dr. Porlzt1oig, Rabbi Shubow. 
• , Hr. Noumann, Hr. Weisgal. 

DEFENSE FUND 

Dr. Goldmann roportod tho special meeting hold at ono o1olock that dq at 
tho Commodore, to consider on s.o.s. ploa addressed to Hr. :Bon,..Gurion from 
Palestine for additional monies for plans for tho dofonso of Palostino against 
invasion. (See attochod minutes.) 

Dr. Wiso roported that tho sentiment at tho luncheon mooting bad boen in 
favor of a soparato campa.ign among Zionists to raise tho snn of ono million 
dollars ovor and above U'.PA collections. Howovor, tho iomodiato problem was tho 
securing of LP. 40,000 'IVhich Ur. :Son-Gurion had boon authorized to plodge to 
Palestino bsJ cablo. Dr. Wiso road Hr. :So:n.-Gurion1 s cable as followsa 

"LO 
ELIEZER KAPLAN 
JEWISH AGEHCY 
JEmJSA.T.W. PAI2STINE 

July- s, 1942 

REFERENOE YOUR CABLE JULY THIRD NEXT ilraSDAY FIFTYTBOUSAND FOUNDS WILL 
:SE SENT AS EXTRAORDINARY ZIONIST OONTRil3UTION A.PART FROM RmULA.R FUNDS 
THIS Il~OLUDES TElTTHOUSAND POUNDS FroM HAllASSAH RAD.ASS.AH RE~TS ITS 
OONTRI:BUTION l3E Afl30 APPLIED SOLDIERS WELFARE AND MAINTENANCE HOSTELS FOR 
WOliEM AUXILIARIES CONFIRM THIS :SY 0Al3LE TO HA.DASS.AH 

DA.VID :SENGUBIONII 

A discussion followed on tho question of raising tho funds noedod for tho 
dofcnso of Palestine ond rodoeming tho plodgc of LP. 40,000 iDmOdiatoly-, as 

' promised in Hr. Bo~ion' s cablo. 

Mr. Oruao proposed starting a car:paign for self-taxation of Zionists, but 
it wao pointed out to hil!I that this ootbod of fund,..raising hnd provod to bo vary 
unsuocossf'ul.. 

Mr. GollmD.n ~estod thnt tho money- could easily- bo raised if 15 or ro 
volunteers could be found to convass tho Zionist comnun-ttios for a period of four 
wooks. 
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Mi.mites ,{/53 
July 8, 1942 

Tho chairman rulod that all suggestions for fund-raising tochniquos would . 
be roforrod to a committoo, but t he impor'.;1111'; t ~.\.ng to discuss nas the approval. 
of tho suggostion to oto.rt o. cacpaign at this tioo for oxtroordinary dofonso funds. 

llrs. Epstein raised tho qiiestion of tho UJA o.nd Rabbi Silver explained 
that only the JNF nnd t::to Koren Hayosod woro beneficiaries of tho UJA o.s defined 
by tho contract and that Zioni1rts could go out o.nd collect money froo tho Zion.­
ists of America for this ooorgoncy without broald.ng tho contract. 

Dr, Goldmann said it was npparont 
and roprosontod only nn iomodio.te neod. 
ro.iso at loo.st ono m.llion dollars. 

that LP. 50c000 m>uld be insu:fflciont 
Ho propo sod that oo s ta.rt a caopo.ign to 

Mr. lloromnsld proposed that tho I:lOnoy bo secured on tho basis 0£ DX>nthly 
contributions to ooot a oonthly budget, 

Urs. SchoolI.IOll pointed out that tho :Ehergoncy Coroittoo '17D.S not a fund.. 
raising boey and that bnd relations oight bo created with t~o UJA. if it uoro to 
ongago in fund.-ro.isin._.e;, a.ospi to tho actual terms of tho cnnt:rac+. , Sho bolioved 
that tho E:iorgonc;; rns sufficiently groat for tho UJA to o;p-,p:-:-ovo a spoci.::u. co.n­
paign if it uore ir..fc,rr.i0d. 

llrs. Jacobs poi:i+,od. out that iopliod in tho &rrMgooont m.th tho tQ'A uas 
tho collection of DaY.ir:a:..n funds froo tho whole Juriish pu·~1L:. Sho therefore 
proposed toot it TTOuld bo ';ho pa.rt of uisdoo, both fron the ps;rchological. and 
financi.'.ll point of view, to dro.u in the UJA in the spacial a:::-pe~i for ooorgoncy 
funds - not only should their sa.nctio:i bo askod, but thoy Mould bo actually 
draTm in. 

Judge Rosonblatt al.so urged thAt tho peroission of tho JD0 bo socurod for 
tho Clll!lpaign and thnt it bo asked for a special contribution, 

Hr. t1oisgal said that in such o.n ooorgoncy one could not coco boforo the 
public m.th an nppoal for a SUD o.s small as a quarter of o. oillio::i. dollars and 
hope to firo thoir ioag~.nation or their c9nf1donc.:o tho.t s~3n1.1.:.. a suo co'l;l.d 
o.vort disaster. Ho urgnd that plans bo oado anu oachine171 ~ot llp to la.i.nch o. 
cru:q,aign for o.t least ono d.llion dollars. 

Rabbi Silvor pointed out thllt tho imodio.to sun asked for by Mr. :Ben..Ourion 
'17o.s LP. 50,000, LP. 10,000 of uhich hod alroaey boon contributed by Hadassnh. 
Ho did not boliovo it triso to give publicity to tho fact that DOnoy uas being 
raisod for tho arcing of tho Jous of Palestine ago.inst tho m.shes of Groat :Britain 
o.nd uithou~ such publicity it '7ould bo iopossible to r o.ise a ml.llion dollaro in 
a spocial co.opo.ien, If 'IVO mmtod to got tho mnoy it should coco froa Zionists 
thoosolvos. 

Dr. Goldoonn oo.id that in hia opinion fl cacpaign '\1aS a psycho:).ogical 
nocossity, The pooplo of this country 'l70ro oogor to do sooothing specific in this 
ooergency and lrould suroly respond to a call for extraordinary funds, 

Judgo Levinthal so.id ho agrood '171th Rabbi Silver that the iaoediote probloo 
'lms tho raising of LP. 40,000. Ho proposed postponing further discussion of o. 
caq,aign until o.ftor tho ogoting collod for llonday a.ftornoon, Wo TI'Ould thon be 
in a bottor position to detoraino uh.other such n co.opo.ign '110uld bo practioo.blo 
or likoly to bo ruccossful, 
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Hinutos ;/,6'3 
Jul~ a, 1942 

llr. llintor so.id if tho situation uoro o.s serious o.s ho.d boon pictu.rod nnd 
tho invasion of Polostino i!JDinont, tho nonoy for dofonso should cooo froo tho 
Funds. • Ho boliovod tho prospects of n succossful cnnpo.ign for one o1ll1on dollQ.rs 
a.ro nil; tho.t tho m and XXL propaga.ndn. hod concontra.ted on tho dofonso anglo 
all yca.r, and the publ ic miuld oxpoct this ooorgonc-J to bo cot froc thoso funds . 

Mrs. Jo.cobs said tho.t if it uoro true tho.t tho ocorgonc7 ros so groo.t as to . . 
ooko tho throo.t of invo.sion tr:rn:Snont, thon o.ll oonios o.cturuly in Po.lostino 
should bo used, and m:ioy deposi'!;ed in oacrou in this country ogainot thoso funds. 
She ca.do tho point t ho.t if thoro o.ctuoll~ uoro an invasion, DOnios should not bo 
in tho count ry for tho invo.dor. It mis pointed out to hor that Pclostino rras 
trying to socuro o. loan of U>. 759 000 for tho dofonso fund o.nd uo.s, itself, try­
ing to ro.iso L~. ~,ooo. 

Urs. Schooloan so.i d she uould bo opposed to having tho Ecorgoncy 0or;nittoo 
raiso oonoy for a yearly dofonso budgot. Tho probloo r,ns to coot tho budgot for 
tho noxt tuo oonths o.nd boyond tho.t '170 should ooko no pl o.no at this tioo. 

Judgo Rosenblatt '178.rnod that tm:, sopo:rnto cru:ipaign rould affect futuro 
collections of t!10 UPA. 

Mr. 0ruso supported Dr. Goldoo.nn• s suggostion tha t uo trJ to ro.iso ono 
oilli on dol lars . Ho so.id uo oUGht to to.ko o. long range viou and not lay oursolvos 
opon to the o.ccuso.tion t:10.t uo had not planned ohoo.d. He thoroforo ur~od tho 
setting up of onchinor-J to ro.ioo ono m.llion dolla.rs and mis confident that Zion.­
ist oooborshi p m,uld respond. 

Dr. Goldmnn oxprossod his ODazocent at -tho roo.ction of hosito.ti on a.nd 
uncertainty about tho wisdoo or tho nocossity for appoo.ling for oxtraor dinnry 
funds to coot this eoorgoncy. Ho oo.do o. vigorous appool for tho accopt nnco of 
the proposal to raiso ono oillion dollars nnone Zionists o.nd, if nocosso.ry, to 
nppool to tho IDA for a contribution. 

Uiss Foder ploo.dod tha.t tho rank nnd file llIJOile Zionist oeoborship be i n.. 
cludod in tho fund,..ruising plo.ns. Sho boliovod thnt ovory Zioni st ,;iould uo.nt 
tho opportunity of rospondL,g. 

Mr. Furoo.nslcy so.id tho tlhole quostion mi.a bound up uith tho oxtont to uhich 
uo i n Aoorica idonti f i cd oursolv~s '171th Polostino. Uo a.ro chollongod by a. 
situation of oxtrooo e ro.vit,J and oust coce boforo tho Anorico.n Jouish cotlDWlity 
to usk for udditi onol ao.crifi cos. 

:Rabbi Silvor rocollod that a sun froo UPA colloctions uo.s 011roo.rkod for 
Voo.,d 131 tnchon o.nd that it oould thoraforo bo vory difficult to socuro o.n nddi tion.. 
al m.llion dollo.rs froo l~oorico.n Zioni sts a t this tico. 

No· docisi on ws token ubout tho sotti ng up of o. fund to raise one olllion 
dolla.rs. Tho cho.iroo.n roquostod Mr . Woisgo.l, Ur • . Fishor, llr. Louri o and Hr. 
Mentor to procood '171th tho plan of inviti ng loading Zi oni sts to coco to n spo­
ciol cooting on l!ondcy oft ornoon at tho 0o::JO)dor e . 
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lli.nutos ,(153 
Julys, 1942 

DR. liAGNES 

In viotr of tho long agondn. o.nd urgont probloos trhich roquired discus­
sion, it uas sugeootod that tho quootion of Dr. }!acnes bo postponed. Both 
Bnbbi Silvor and Mrs. Epstein urgod that tho opposition of tho Eoorgoncy Coo.. 
!'..littoo to tho political position to.kon by Dr. liognos bo rocordod, but no action 
uns to.lean and tho Tll,olo oottor trns postponed. 

Ur. NIDW~t s REFOR~ 

Mr. Nouna.nn reported on tho following oo.ttorss 

1. Tho uhole quost:l.on of oass registration of Zionists as rocordod in t ho 
cimites of Juno 249 1942, had boon roferrod to the four organizations, and 
thoir roports had not yot boon rocoivod. 

2. Tho stntoJ:18nt r oportod to ho.vo boon oodo by tho Minister of Irnq regarding 
nssuroncos givon by the Unitod Sto.tos governcont o.s to tho indopondont 
sto.tus of Ira.q after tho mu-, tm.s discovorod to hnvo boon groundless. 

3. Tho Noa.r East Divio:!.on of tho Stato Departoont is grou.t"!.y intorostod in 
tho confcronco of an·?; i-Zionist ro.bbis. Appnrontlyr tho::, ho.vo beon got.... 
ting cornmiootionA froo non...Zionist and o.nti,..Zionis);s nnd o.ro follol71.ng 
tho situation closoly, 

4. Tho Oonfcronco of tho Rnbbinico.l ,'l.ssoribly urumirx,usl;:r passed a. resolution 
requesting a. Jomsh Arr:rJ. 

s. A oosso.ge had boon aont to the British Eobassy for trnnstd.ssion to tho Prioo 
lli.nistor milo ho oos hero, but tho oessago had not• boon rocoivod. Houover, 
tho Enorgoncy OoDDi ttoo hi:ui cnblod to tho Prine Minis·~or urging thnt tho 
Jetrs of Po.lestino be iroediately oobilized o.nd placing the responsibility 
squarely on Groat Britain. 

6. Dr. tioizoo.nn o.nd Mr. Ben.Gurion had soon pooplo in tho \'lo.r and Navy 
Dopo.rtnonts on boho.lf of iDDOdiato oobiliza.tion of the Jcus of Palestine. 

7. Dr. Woizoann ho.d ho.d a. ho.lf hour intorvioo t71 th t he President. 'lhe 
Prosidont inclicatod o. e;onuino intorost o.nd syopo.thy for tho Zionist progroo. 

s. In nn intorvi0\7 mth tho Undor..S0 croto.ry of State, Dr. Woizcann po.de a. - · 
potrorful ploo. for intorvontion on tho part of tho Unitod States governoont 
\7:l.th tllo British for tho i!.lt!Odiate oobilizo.tion of tho Jo'lio of Po.lostino. 

A nooornnduo on the 'lmr potontio.l of Pnlostino, propo.rod by l!r. Bon--Ouri9n 
for tho Wo.r Dopa.rtoont, had boon loft mth tho Und.or-Socroto.ry. Ho 
sooood to be icprossod with tho gro.vity of tho situation nnd e.cooptod Mr. 
Now:io.nnf s suggestion thnt ho instruct tho .AJ:iorican Oonsul in Joruso.leo to 
got in touch' '11th tho hands of tho Jorn.sh Jteonc;:r to discuss tho noeds 
and plans for tho dofonso of tho countr;:r. 
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W.nutes ,f/63 
J\1,ly s, 1942 

9. Mr. N"'uoa~ also reported on the attitude of the oilitar:r rnthorities i n 
Washington on the questi on of Aaorico.n participation in the defense of the 
Near East, 

MGET 

Judge Levinthal reported t:1e proposal of the budget coooittoo that all 
oonios raised for Palestine bo tmcod to securo tho bud(;et of the political work 
of the Ecoreency Comdttoe. Ho further roported tho decision of tho Office 
Coooittoo that tho officers of tho El:lorgoncy Cof.ll"l.ittoe, representat::l.ves of tho 
parties and tho heads of the Funds oeet to discuss the natter. 

In view of tho lo.toness of the hour it wns decided to postpone a discussion 
of ~ho budget to onothor oooting. Rabbi Silver asked that his views be recorded, 
sinco ho eight not be present o.t the oooting at tmich the budeot would bo discus­
sod. 

Ibvbi Silver so.id that up to now our polit ical work wo.s inadequate and this y 
was l argely due !o lack of funds and o. defini to budget. As far as educating 
public opinion rro.s concerned, only tho surface hnd boon scro.l;chod. Nothing had 
boon done about reachi:~~; the nassos, thero tms not yet o. good iionist publico.tion, 
Ho believed that if tho job rniic.':l met bo done is t9 be dono :9ropor::.7, it will 
requir e a budget of o.bo'.lt- o. quar-;;or of o. oillion dollars a your, Tho question 
of whoro that oonoy is to co!ilO £:coo TJUst bo docidod.,, Fart of UPA oonoy uns 
alweys co.marked for poli ticol "l?Ork in London ond J orusoloo. It is just o.s nooos­
so.ry to do poli ticol uoik in '.¥,;.-p ·.erk and \7o.shi ngton, therefore~ he boli ovod it 
was roo.sona.ble o.nd nocessa.7 that the UPA, Hndassllh o.nd tho Goworks~haft colloo~ 
ions should bo to.JCOd for this purpose. But,rogardloss of just ho~ tho budget is 
to bo semu-od, oonoy cust bo found for this all i oporto.nt ,rork. Dr. Silver furthor 
roaa.rkod that in his opi nion too w.ch propaganda in tho po.st yoo.r had been diroct­
od to tho Jewish A:n:r:r o.nd not enough basi c. Zionist education '\10.B bo~ dono. 

Tho oooting ~as ndjournod at 11130 P. ll. 

H. C. 
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JNljRJQAR PQliBQPfQX OOMMXTIJ:ftl FOR ZIOHTST PTIXM 

A meettnc of the Ott'ice Committee ot the American Emergen07 OOIDlllittee for 
Zionist Affairs vaa held on Wedneedq, July a, 1942 at 4 p.m. at 41 E. 42nd St. 

PBfflffl• Judge Levinthal (preaiding)f Mr. Bublick, Mr. Oruao, Mr. Gellman, 
Mrs. Epstein, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Greenberg, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Lipaq, 
Dr. Wise. 
··im. Ooldnndn·, , 
Mr. Lourie, Mr. 1'1ewnann, Mr. Schulaon. 

MR, umwm•s BROR'l' 

Mr. 1'lewna"'1 reported on action taken 1n Washington laat week to obtain the 
interYontion of the u.s. government for the detense of Palestine. Senator Wagner 
had promised to speak to the President and had aleo eent a cabled rjeseage to the 
Manchester Ou.ard1an and Dai.J¥ Herald 1n London through their correspondents here, 
urgillg that the Jeva ot Palestine be ruu, mot'111zed against the threat ot 
immediate invaaion. 

Dr. Weimann had hlld an interview with the President and vu cordiall¥ 
received. The President invited him to see him ago.in in about ten days. 
Dr. Weizmann had also seen various J>eople in the military and State Departmebts 
on ~ho quosti;)n of ·1i1:10"-iato -oobiliznti-,n·of J ews in Pnlostin•e .. · 

Mr. N8W118M pointed out that it voe practical}¥ impossible to publicize 
any of the political action taken on behalf of the defense of Palestine, because 
of its confidential nature. 

In repponse to a euggestton of Dr. Ooldmann's that local delegations 
visit their Senators in Washington urging their cooperation in the matter of 
anning the Jevs ot Palestine, Mr. Neumann said he thought there vaa little value 
in such action, ina11111UCb as the President had alreadJ been approached and there 
wee no specific action which the Senators could take. 

HBT!NP AT Hql'BL ,MTQR 

Mr. Schulson reported on the plans tor a meeting of the Zionists ot the 
metropolitan area on Monday night, July 13. Dr. Weizmann bad consented to 
address the meeting, Mr. Ben-Ourion had not. (See attached letter). 

There vas some discussion aa to the program and purpose ot the meeting. 
The meeting had been called to anaver the demands or Zionists tot- intormatlon •• 
to the activitie• or tbe l'.lller1ency COllllilittee in the present crisis. It had been 
contemplated to have speakers trcm the noor. 

Varioua suggestions vere made tor the p-ogrm ot the meeting. The tolll.ov-
ing program was agreed upona 

Ohairman - Judge Lm.nthal 
Mdre .. - Dr. Weimann 
Report or activitiea ot •ercencr Ooamitt~ Mr. leumann 
~ - Dr. Ooldllaan 
J:q questions are to be aaked trom the noor b7111S1bera ot the 

._rgeno, Oommjttee. 
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HfPISQI saum OfBlliM MBl'J'INO 
Dr. Yiae said that he was authorized bf the .American Jeviah Oongroaa to 

invite the lmergenc7 Ocmmittee to join int.he sponsorship or a meeting to be held 
in Madison Square Garden on Tuead&J evening, J~ 21.. The meeting was being 
called tor two purposes (a) to record our aenae ot desolation and horror at the 
i:iaaa murder or Jeve in Central and Eastern Qu-ope and (b) to demand er Oreai 
Britain and the United States that under no ciroumstancea shall the Iiahlv sutter 
the same rate. 

The Congireaa had decided to invite the throe bodies now in the General 
Jewish Council to participate in tho meeting ond join in the sponsorship. 
Mr. Waldman, on bebal r ot th• General Jewish Council, had teleplioned to intom 
Dr. Wise that the Council had decided on the following actiont {a) to iaaue en 
appeal. to the Synagogue Co1.moil to oall tor special •enices on Tisha BIJ.vJ 
(b) to preeont a petition to the President or the United States, 

Dr-.. Wise 1\lrtber pointed out that the expense of the meeting would be from 
six to eight thoU8end dollar• end orgms ationa participating in the sponsorship 
would be expected also to participate proportionat.ely to the expenses.. Admission 
charges might, perhaps, cover the expenses, but an immediate cash outlq wae 
necessary for renting the Garden, etc. He propoeed that the Duergency Committee 
guarantee not less than t1,ooo and should, through its constituent organizationa, 
attempt to sell tickets up to tho.t 8l!lount. 

Mrs. Epstein said that she did not believe Hadassah could aucceeerully 
eell ticlcets, but it would cake on attempt. However, no commitment could be 
made. 

Mr. Lipskf pointed out that the financial participntion ot the various 
organizatious would be merely a guarantee against any deficit, which would be 
met on a basis proportionate to the amount contributedJ the same arrangement 
would hold it there were an, profit over and above expenses. 

It wa• agreed thet the Emergency Committee nccept the invitation to par­
ticipate in the sponsorship ot the Madison Square Onrden meeting of the American 
Jewish Congress and to underwrite &nJ loss to tho extent or tl,ooo, the loss to 
be shared proportionately by oll participating organizations. The Emergency 
Committee is to advance the tl,ooo iltDediately, and to call upon its conatituent 
orgsnizations to participate in the sale or tickets. 

Mr. Louria pointed out, in this connection, thet there was less than 
t2,ooo left in the treasury tor July abd August. However, 1\lrthor aonies are due 
from the Ieren Hayesod. 

Mr. LipskJ propc.aed that Mr. Szold, the treasurer, call a meet:l·;ig ot the 
heads of tha Funds to discus• further the budget ot the Ehergenc7 C0111Dittee. 

BUDGET 
Mr. Neumann, in the abeence or Mr. Sr.old, read the attached memorandum 

on tho budget, which had been previoualy circulated to the Office Committee. 
Mr. New:iann said that the lllmergen07 Oomiittee had been operating on a "shoe- ~.­
string" and that the bud&et was in no wq commmaurate with the work to be done. 
Dr. Weizmann ~ repeatedly urged that a political fund be created. Mr. Neumam 
bimselt had prepared a budget last fall to the •ount ot $280,000 but no action 
had been teken and no provision made to secure an adequate budget. 
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The comittee which had met proposed that the raaponsibilit7 or meeting the 

budget must be shared by al.l organizat1ona or institutions which raise t\lnds for 
Palestine, including Hadassah and Oewerkshaften, on a pro-rata basis, and 
Kr. Neumann believed that the principle involved should be discussed by the Office 
Committee. The suggestion had beon made by the budget committee that each organ­
ization contribute to the budget of the Emergency Committee to the extent or 6%. 

Mrs. Jacobs said she believed ever, one agreed on the necessity or expanditg 
the political program of the Emergency COl!ll:littee and:.aoauring an adequate budget 
for it. Up to now, she considered that the work had been carried in an irrespon• 
sible way, in view of the critical situation, But, she believed, in order to work 
out a program, a cOl!ll!littee of the four organizations must meet to consider the 
whole pro):>100. 

Mr. Lipsky said that the Emergency Committee represented all the parties 
and should be able to reach a decision on this question which would be binding on 
all narties, naJ:10].y, to tu all collections for Palestine for the political work 
in .tmerice.. 

Mrs. Epstein ee.id that thera was no point in agreoinc on 11 principle, 
unless its practicability were determined. Hade.ssah, for example, would have to 
change its 100% clause to ceet this new situation. Mrs. Epstoin said she did not 
know what position Bnd11ssF.Lh would take, but she was certain it would require a .' · :: 
long and thorough discussion by the National Board. 

Mr. Neumann sai<i that the responsibility for a budget for political actiYiy 
can no longer be evaded or postponed. He proposed that a smal.l committee of the 
Office Committee prepare a stat81:lent interpreting the budget committee's C1emoran­
dum, ..mich should be presenterl to the executive comJ.1ittees of the various organ­
izations. 

Mr. Lipsky emphasized the necessity of the Emergency Committee itself adopt. 
ing a decision in respect to this matter, before presenting it to the various 
organizntions. 

Dr. Goldstein proposed that the cieeting which Mr. Neumann reported be consi­
dered a preliminary meeting with the heads of the Funds, o.nd that another meeting 
be called with the head.a of the Funds ond representatives of the four parties. 
Mr. Neumann explained that the meeting which p reported had met to consider only 
the immediate financial situation, but hlld found itself involved in a discussion or 
the entire progrnm and f'ilancing of tho pollticnl work of tho Ellergency Cocmittee. 
He made the following alternative proposals• 

(14) That the Emergency Committee demand .from the Funds a contribution to the 
political work, 

(b) That the whole question be discussed at the full meeting to be held 
that night, 

(c) That the question be considered at a meeting of the ropresentatives of 
the four organizations, the officers of the &liergency Committee, and the heads of 
the Funds. 

Mrs. Epstein made a 1.1otion to accept Mr. H8U13ann 1s third proposal, and the 
1:1otion was unanimously carried. It was .further agreed, upon Mr. Neumann's suggest­
ion, that the matter be discussed at the 1\ll.l meeting that evening. 

ORDER SONS PF ZION 
Judge Levinthal reported a request from the Order Sona or Zion for an obser­

ver to attend meotings of the Dnergency Committee. It waa agreed to grant thia 
request and to so infol'Cl the Order Sons of Zion. 

M.O .. 
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COBl'IDDTiil 

MINU!ES OF OJJI0:1 COMlil~ 
AKZRICAN DCEBGENCY OOMMIT'l'D FOR ZIONIST .AnAIRS 

A mee61ng of the Office Committee of the .American Emergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs was held on Ye~esdq, July 15, 1942 at 4 p.m. at 41 E. 42nd. St. 

PXESENTa Dr. Wise (pr~sidi11g)1 Mrs, Epstein, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. :Be1l,.Zvi, Mr. l!u.bliclG: 
Mr, Cruao, Mr, Furmansk;r, Rabbi Gold, Dr. Goldstein, Mr, Lipak;y, Mr, Szola,. 
Mr. Wertheim; Mr. :Sen..Gurlon, Dr. Go,~menn. 

:SY lliVITATIONt Hr. Daniel Frisch, Indianapolis1 Judge Rosenblatt. 
M:r,11eh.V}lr, !TAtunann, Mr. Schulson, Mr. Shetzer, Hr. 'feisgal. 

MA.DISON SqJABE GABDEN zprnrrw 
The Treaw.rer was authorized to pq the sum of $1,000 to the American Jewish 

Congress representing the contribution of the nnergenc7 Oolllllittee toward its share 
of the expenses for the Madison Square Oard.en met1ng on July 21, as decided at 
the meoting of J\111' a. 

The Chairman said ho wanted again to make it quite clear that the meoting would 
not be a Zionist mooting a.nd would not call for a Jewish A:rrq. It is to be a 
mooting of protest and sorrow at the fate of the Jews in !brope and a demand will 
b6'hAmade that tho Yishuv shall not bo compelled to suffer tho same fate. It was to 

baveJ-aftd undor tho auspices of the American Jewish Congrosi.-, :B 1na1 :Brith and the 
Jewish Labor Oolllllittoe. Tho !morgenc7 Committee had boon invited to participate 
in tho sponsorship and Dr. Wise expressed the hopo that ho had made explicit tho 
oharaotor of tho 1!18oting so that there would be no misunderstandings or disappoint.­
men.ts whon it was found to be not a specifically Zionist meet1ng. 

Mr. J'u.rmanak;y proposed, on bobal.f of Hashomer Hatsair, that the Zionist groups 
participating in tho sponsorship of the mooting, circulate their own advance pro­
paganda and publicity- of a spoc1ficall7 Zionist character. It was pointed out 
that at tho previous Office Oomm1 ttee mooting, it had ~re~ been agreed that tho 
four parties roprosentod in tho !lmergoncy Committee sell tickets and take tho 
re11pOuibilitJ for UJgiJII their aml>er1 to part1c1patie. 

Dr. Goldatein exproased tho opinion that from tho Z1on11t point of view tb• 
moetin& l10Uld be bound to prove a dieappointmont and lllan1' Zionists will feel lot 
clown. Howovor, ho rocognizod that it ia iq,osa1ble to aatiaf'7 evoryono 1n a 
mooting of this kind. Ho said that he persQns]l7 felt it might havo been wiser 
had the· Emergoney Colllllittoe withdrawn from tho sponsorship of the mootitlg, inasmct. 
ao tho lack of its spocific Zionist oharactor might subJoct the Emergo?107 Oommittoo 
to considerable ombarrassment. Howovor, ho mado no rocommen4at1on, and said ho 
was meroly oxprossing a personal opinion. 

Mr. 110 rthoim said he .believed that a demand that Palestine be safeguarded from 
the samo fate as had bofallen lllropean Jewry .. tanta=unt to a reqnost for a Jem.sh 
A.r'IIIT to defond l'al.oatine. 

It '11&8 agrood that the Emorgoncy Col'lllDittoo abide b7 its previous decision to 
participate in tho sponsorehip of tho Madison Square Gard~ moating callod by tho 
J.morican Jemsh Congress and that the constituent organi-za.tions should do what.. 
ever they could to soalll'G the attendance of thoir mombera. 
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DEFEN§E FUND 

lir. Bon.,Ourion roportod that at a meoting of the . loaders of tho Zionist 
movocent in .hoorica ho hnd boon nuthorizod to plodgo, on their behalf, that tho 
B'Uill of LP. 50,ooo uould bo sont to Palestine on July 14. ~o LP, 10,000 contri.­

bution of Hadassah had alrco.dy boon CD.blod, but the LP. 40,000 pledged beyond 
that had not yot boon soni;. Ho urged that it bo sont imcodiatoly. 

~ero follouod a lengthy discussion on tho sources for socuring tho 
LP. 40,000 for iCDodiuto transoission. In this connection l5r. Montor reported 
that Ro.bbi Silver had telo:phoned o.nd requested him to tra.nsoit his message to the 
meeting as follouss 

Rabbi Silver said tho.t tho plodgo ma.do to Palestine mist be honored. It 
had been thought that to moot tho pledge, the money might be borrowed from tho 
UPA and Rabbi Silver ~a& preparod to use his authority to direct that the money 
be fonmrdod from tho UPA troasury, 

The follo~ng tolegrao a.ddressod by Rabbi Silver to Judge Rosenblatt or 
Dr. Goldstein uas r0udg 

"OUR COUt.HTifS:.ll' ~C• 25:::':iWR:::CN AT MEETING ):..lST 7i";i;I:~r::r;D,\'.'. ··.;-;-;oN· i7AS CLEA.R AND 
UNCOIIDITIONAL. :BE;.'l(}U?..:£01~ 1,;~s AUTHORIZED TO O..\BI..:E Ft1T,~Tllw !mlT $ 160r000 UOULD 
BE CABLED ON TUESDA:r Ju.ID THA·~ tJPA WOULD SUPPI~fmi"T :BY 10 u:; .U/J)nN'::! '.10 BF. RAISED 
AT M:lmlAY AFTERNOOU illlETr.tl'C, THE FitCT THAT ONLY S~"., S:Jli T71E REA:.:.IZED AT. UONDI\.Y 
UEETINO OOES NOT ,4ETECT THE SITUATION AND NO I,IDAL TE.JE:.,I(lA~1JT:U.S SHOULD l!.E 
INVOKED TO DEIAY ACTION. i7AYS i1ll,I, HAVE TO BE FOUND TO R.\ISE FROM PRIVATE SOURCE.~ 
AS MUCH OF THIS SUH 11.S POSSIBLE. iTE SHOULD NOT CONFUSE OUil F:R.I:EW)S I:i.i PALESTINE 
OR 00 B.\CX ON OUR OUN PI.EDGm KINDmT REGARDS 

ABBA. HILLEL SILVER" 

Ur. Montor warned that once ooney ms borrouod from the XII a.nd XXL treasu­
ries it would bo aloost inpossible to pay it b?,ck by on appeal to tho public. 
He said tho.tho did not boliovo o. sopa.rato caq,aign, such ns hnd been conteoplatod, 
would brine; in large sums of nonoy for defense. Tho UJA allotoent comittee ;,as 
to meet shortly and ,-,ould bo presentod m th a cable :froo Eliezor Kn.plan outlining 
Paleot1ne1s special war needs. ~e chances of securing the additional Dillion 
dollo.r!J requested in Mr. Xnplont e cable, depend on being o.blo to prove our ,;rl.1,, 
11.ngnoss thD.t tho UJA shall be the only source from uhich that ooney is to bo 
raised. Mr. Hontor recallod the diso.ppointing response to various provious plans 
for raising additional oonios for Polost1no through special appeals and loans 
and urged that tho future collections of tho m and XXL be not jeopardized by tho 
i?lll.Ut;lll'o.t1on of o. soparo.to c~nign no'l7. 

Mr. Montof; also explo.ined that mthout specific instructions from both 
the IX and the XII, tho UP.A. had no authority 01 ther to got a loan froo the bank or 
to send the money froo 1 ts troo.sury. 

Mr. Szold proposed that tho UP.A. might bo authorized to borrow tho liXlnoy 
if directed by tho l!bGrgonoy Comcitteo. 
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It \:ffl.B tho consensus of opinion that tho chances of repa;ving a balllc loo.n 
oado by tho UPA uero groo.tor than repaying DOnoy sent from availa.ble funds. 

After considoro.blo discussion, it oos docidod that the Eoergency Comittoo 
request the Koren Hayosod nnd the Keren Ka;veoeth to cable $80,000 respectively 
to Palestine to ooct tho pledge. It 1s understood, houevor, that this nonoy 
is to bo repoJ.d to those troa.surios and is to bo considered only in tho nature 
of a loan. 

A discussion then follo'7ed on tho question of securing further funds for 
the defense of Palestine. 

~s. Epstein reported, on behalf of Hadll.ssah, a strong sontinont in favor 
of securing the syq,o.thy and cooperation of the UJA in any appeal for additionol 
funds. 

Dr. Goldoann llgain urged that a.t lea.st a Dillion dollars be raised. Ho 
agrood that the WA should bo approached and propQsed thn.t it be o.skod for a 
spocial appropriation for the defense of Palestine. It oight oven bo possible 
to secure oupplooento.ry oonlos froo W0lfare Funds. Ho suggeotod that the Office 
Ooccittoo appoint a cooo:l.ttoe to negotiate '11th tho UJA and tho Welfare ]unds 
and report its findings. 

Dr. Goldstein pointed out that DOno;r socurod froo tho UJA or Welfare 
Funds would oeroly increo.so tho share of the W'A in tho o.r.n\:..nt of o.one:, raised 
and 'l70uld not roprosont extra. oonies over and o.bove nornal collections, such 
as hnd. boon contoq>latod. 

Mr. W0isgal said tha.t in his opinion tho UJA could hardly resist tho claoor 
of popular opinion E.UX)ng Zionists for a. soparato CD.J:!Paign to ooot tho noeds of 
Palestine a.t this r:iooont of throate~ed Na.zi invasion. Ho proposed that tho 
situa.tion bo described to tho UJA nnd folt confidont tho.t their poroission for 
o. spocinl ca.opaign oould bo soc:urod. 

~bi Gold said ho bolievod that o. separate cn.q>a.ign would also strengthon 
the oorale of tho Zionist oovooent in Aoorica and tho.t this should not be lost 
sight of in discussing oethods of socuring an additional Dillion dolla.rs. 

It was the consensus of opinion that tho first stop in the raising of 
a. Dillion dollar fund for the. dofenso of Palestine tins a discussion '11th the JDO 
and UJ.A.. If there is to bo o. separate ca.cpaign it should bo '71th tho consont and 
good will. of those tTIO bodies. 

It \las agreed that a cocmttee be appointod to discuss the t1atter mth tho 
JDO and WA in the light . of the various proposals and suggestions oad.o. This 
ooccittee is to be ocpofforod to convene tho Office Ooonittoo at its discretion 
to discuss the trond of tho negotiations. The coonitteo is cocposed of l!rs. 
Epstein, Ur. fisher, Bobbi Gold. Babbi ~ldstein, l!r, Lipsli;y, Mr. Lifshitz, 
l!r. Mentor, Judge Bosenblo.tt, Mr. Bosoff, Rabbi Silver, Ur. Shoman Sh11loan, 
Mr. Szol<I. Mr. Woisgal a.nd l!r, W0rtheio. 

BUDGET 
It ms decided that a discussion of the budgot should be on the agonda for 

tho next Meting • . Hr. Hru:ll.in, to repres~nt tho 0o'l'70rkschafton caopaign and 
Jufl&o Rosenblatt as tho clulirmn of the Karon Ea;vosod, o.re to bo invited to 
attend the llOoting, H. o. 
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N91Bil'tU1 ll§W;~CY OOM!.{J'l'M FOR ZIONlST W:AIRS 

.1. meeting of the Office Committee of °the American J!mergency Committee fo!' 
Zionist Affairs was held on 'fednes~, July 22, at 4!00 P, 1'. at 41 E. 42nd St. t(i, I 

• I /7l-
Pmm:NT1, Judge Levin~ (presiding)t Mrs. Epstein. Mr. Gellmiui. Rabbi Gold, 

Mr. Greenberg, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Lipslq, Mr. Szol"-t Mr. Wertheim• Dro W1..se . 
Dr. Goldrnann. 

llY INVI'l?ATION1 Mrs. Arehibald Silverman. 

MADISON SQJWlE GARDEN MEETING 

Dr. Wise reported that the meeting held the previous evening in liadison 
Square Garden had been gonerall.7 successful. In Mr. llen.-G'llrion1s opinion the 
message sent by the Prime Minister of England was very valuable ina.smch as it 
was the first public reference to the participation of the Jews of Palestine in 
the war effort. 

~e expenses for the meeting had been approximately $7,.ooo, but the 
financial accounts were not yet prepared. 

Mrs. Epstein deplored the fact that tho »nergon07 Oolllllitteo had contributed 
a thousand dollars as its share in the expenses of tho meet1Dg. 

ID this connection llr, Szold pointed out that };le had issued the cheek for 
$1,000 because he had boon so instructed, but ho believed it wrong to have voted 
the money in view of the lack of i"U.nds in tho treasury. After this weok there 
will be onl7 $385.00 in tho treasury, not enough to meet the payroll. Ho had, 
however, assumed that the Emorgonc7 Oommittoe would rocoivo some recognition as 
one of the sponsors of tho meeting, but it had not. 

Dr. GoJ dmann pointed out that all tho releases sent out to tho newspapers 
had mentioned that the meeting was held under tho auspices of the American Jewish 
Congress, the ll•nai llri1,h, the Jewish Labor Oomrnitteo with the cooperation of the 
llmergoncy Oolllllittoo and the ~gne Council, but the press had all omitted 
mention of the last two. 

Mr. Lipslq recalled that when the $1,000 had boon vote"-. Mr. Lourie had 
pointed out the depl~ted state of the troaSU17. However, at that time it had boen 
said that the balance of the money due from the Funds to the Emergency Oomm1 tteo 
should be called for. 

Jt was agreed to postpono :further discussion of the thousand dollar contr~ 
bution to tho Madison Square Gardon meeting until the account of the expenses is 
prepared. 

Dr. Goldmann said that the matter of securing the mon97 for the budget of 
the »n&rgoncy Oommittee from the Funds had beon repeatedly discussed. ~e Funds 
take the position that the fiscal 7~ from January to Jam1ary, whereas ffl3 had 
reckoned on tho fiscal 7oe.r as from October to October, and tho matter has never 
boon satisfactorll7 straightened out. 

Mr. Szeld said that a lotter had alre~ boon written requesting tho Funds 
for the balance of the money due. 
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Mr. L1ps]Q' proposod that the proper authorities of tho Emergency Coanittoo 
should tako stops to got tho monoy duo it from the XXL o.nd the m. Ho suggos·:iod 
specifically that Judgo Lovinthal _got in touch m.th Dr. Goldstoin and Judgo Roso?.-< 
blatt and request immodiato p~nt of tho funds duo tho Emergency Committoo. 
Judge Levinthal agroed to do this. 

Mr. Szold suggested that tho heads of tho XX,. ~he XlI and tho UPA be 
invited to attend the noxt mooeing of tho Office Committee uhich should be devoted 
to a discussion of the budget. It was agreed to do this. 

D.EP'.ENb'E :rom> 

Mr. Lipslcy' reported that at a mooting of tho sub-comm! ttee to di!Jcuss tho 
matter of tho dofense fund for Palestine, the follom.i:ig decisions had boon mado a 
A comprehensive, clear statement of the domands should be draw up. Ur. Montor 
was to arrange for a mooting m. th the JDO ~d the UJA. The position to bo taken 
was that Zionists oore confronted m.th an emergoncy demand for funds. They have 
no option but to go out and raiso the money; it would, however, be dosirablo if tho 
monoy could bo r aisod m. thout a. separate cau:paign. An effort should be ma.de to 
secure a contribution from the JDC substantial enough so that, in addition to the 
1n:>noy whi9)l can be raised among Zionists, no crurpaign will be necessary. 

Mr. Woisgal supplemented Mr. Lipslcy-1 s report by s¢ng that Mr. Bon.-Gurion 
-g-as to have prepared a memorandum setting forth ~ho facts of the military situation 
in Palestine. Mr. Woisgal.1 Ur. Montor ljl,Ild Mr •. 51:iulman had boon appointed as an 
editorial commi ttoo to proparo a statement on tho basis of Mr. Bon..Ouriont s memo­
randum, uhich had not yet been recoived. 

Judge Levinthal road tho follom.ng minute on negotiations in regard to tho 
Defense :&\mdl 

July 21, 1942 

MmORA.NDUU 

TO AllBRICAN Z,!ONIST EMERGENCY OOMliITTEE 
FBOM . JUDGE OOUIS E. LEVINTHAL 

On Fridq, July 17th, I mi.a informed by Mr. Hyman Schulson of tho tole­
phone conversation '171.th Dr. Silver, following his receipt of tho telegram uhich 
;ms sent by the D:iergoncy Ooimnittee in Dr. Stephen Wiso•s and tff$' namo to Dr. Jonah 
B. Wise and to Dr. Silvor. 

I was infomed that Dr. Silver advised tho.t the J .D,C, roprosontativos 
should be intGrviewd nt the earliest possible mcent. 

I called tho J. D. C. office and uns inforood that Ur. Baorwnld had loft 
for Elberon, lf, J. and was not o:x;pectod to return until Wodnes~, tho 22nd. I 
then arrangod a. meeting for Mr, Bon Gurion and cvself with Josoph Hytzian and Moses 
Leavitt at tho J.D.C. offices for Mon~, July a:>, a t 11100 A.M. 
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~e l!loetin& was hold as arranged a.nd lt1Sto·d until a.bout l2t30, Dr. Kah."1 
joined us shortly after tho conforence begM. 

Mr. lien Gurion presontod a clear pic~uro of tho sit-wltion confronting tho 
Yishuv, and submitted a requ.ost for tho !.,mmediate rocitto.nco by the J ,D~C., out 
of its Olm ~ds, of $a:>o,ooo to Palestine. 

The J .D.O. represontatives muitod to knov .ma.t tho Zionists of America uor·o 
planning to do. We informod th8Il that $a:>O,OOO ha.a. olr oa.ey bo'3n sent last ueek 
to Palestine - $40,000 by Ho.dassah and $160,000 by tho othor groups. Wo als9 
told them tha.t the Yishuv itsel~ uas deterr:iinod to raise a l!ti.llion dollars to ~co~ 
tho omorgoncy and that American Jewry was o:x:pectod at loast to match this mm. 

Our plea appeared to be received syopathotically, Mr, 'Leavitt inquired ns 
to the present J,N,F. land purchasing progra.o. Mr, :Ban Gurion oxplained thc.t in 
the "ec~t past and for tho immediate future nov land purcha.s'3s trero made only 
in strategic sectors of the countcy and that such purchases uero essential fo~ 
defense. 

l!r. Hyman stated that the transportation of rofugoos still coming to 
.A.tlerica every month, and other vital iteos of the J.D.C. prograc, exhsuled all 
available cas~ funiis. Mr. :Ben Gurion pointed out that the J ,D.C. eight borrow to 
help meot the Palestine ecergency situl:\tion, in relio.nco upon the generosity of 
American Jeus. 

We were told that the officers of the J .D.C. uould ooet sooe time before 
Friday, July 24th, - perhais, O'V'on tooorrow (Tuesday, July 21st). we· '!?ere assured 
'178 m>uld be informed prol!lptly of any decision reached at such oeoting. 

Xnovdng that Dr. Silvor oos likely to attend tho mooting of the U.J.A. 
Executive Col!IOitteo on Friday, July 24th, I suggested that possibly e. fuller oeot­
ing uith the officers of the J,D.O. and reprosontatives of the Zionist group eight 
be held earlier that dq. Mr. ~ stated tho.t Dr. Silvort-s prosence ms. essent­
ial if aey such oeeti?lg was to be arranged.. !!he advisability of holding such o. 
meeting would be considered by tho officers of tho J .D.C. at their neeting, 

'l!_le office had su.bsoqu.ently boon informed that Mr. :Bo.ernnld, Yr. :t,eavi tt . 
and Mr. H;oon could meet nith our ropresento.tivos on Fridt:ly, July 24, at tnolvo 
o1clock, .Judge Levinthal, Mr. :Ben.-Gurion and Rabbi Silver agreed to go. On l!r. 
Lipsley'ls suggestion, it ~s decided that Mr. Horoan Shu.lean bo invited to accoo­
P~ thee. 

:BUDGE'? 

Mrs. Epstein reported that at THE LAST ME!i!rim. of tho National :Boa.rd tho 
mat tor of tho budget for tho D:lergeney Coooi ttoo had been discus sod and the pro­
posal to tax collections for that purpose considered, Such a tax TIOuld break 
Hadassah1 s l~ clause, uhich, in ant case, could not bo done w1 thout Convention 
action. !!he only action tnkon by Hadnssoh .ms to appoint a oonmittoe to consider 
the whole probloo and all its icplications. 
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Tho s-u&gestion ho.d boen tonta.tivoly rnisod by Radassoh that shekel oonoy 
night bo usod to provide tho budgot for pol1t1oal \70rk in Aoericn. 

Dr. Goldcann pointod out that shokol llX>noy could. be alloca.tod only by tho 
World Zionist Exocu.tivo and that it would be coq>lotoly undisciplined for any 
country itself' to docido tho disposition of shakol conoy. 

Mrs. Jacobs said that a. discussion of the Tiholo si tua.tion in all its 
aspects ws imperative. Tho oajor responsibility for political uork now lies ir 
the United States and tho nholo question wst bo discussed fro~ that point of vic•r✓ 
ns it rola.~os to the budgot for political m>rk and tho allocation of shokol conOJ'r 

Dr, Wise said that using shekol conoy ns no boliovo to be propor vm.s a. 
step no mre radical than tho setting up of the lklorgency Oomittoo itself. 

Mr. Lipaq pointed out that tho sopara.to organizo.~ions aro not subject to 
tM "'1ria41o\ion of the Wor14 lioni•t: Yrocu.tiv• u t.o t.ho diapoaition of their 
tunu, w.t that the J:eron Hareao4 and I•ra. I,Qemth were. lJB 414 not 'beliwe 
that then e!lf. ,he I!~" ol.'8q,\ fl'OB 'beb,g \as:e4 for po11,1oe1 wen:, bttt . 
pointed ou.t that ~ position they fJa3 take "10uld havo to be ratii'ied b7 Jeni.so.lea, 
K• further erpbaai1ed that the o1'ganin1iiou llhould bo oontrontod vi\h a deciaion 
of tho Ecergeney CoDD1tteo on tho general principle of the taxation of' collections, 
m.lh mich thoy mght agree or disagroo. 

It m:,.s decided that this qu.estion m1s tied up "'1th the discussion of tho 
budget 'Rhich m:iuld be tho first iten on tho agenda of tho next nooting. 

MINU~S 

Mr. Szold proposod that tho ninutos of the Offico Ooomittoo bo sent to 
tho oombers of the full coDD1 tteo. 

Thora .ms some discussion as to the m.edoo of this proco~. Mr. it0rt­
heic recalled a previous suggestion oado by hin to sond a conthly SUtl:llll"Y of tho 
tlinutes of tho Office Cotltlitteo to tho nocbors of tho full cotltlittoe. It mi.a 

pointed out that in offoct such n i.n1rrnary uo\1,ld contain o.l.oost tho sane inforoa.. 
tion as the ninutes of tho full eoorgency coctd.ttee more inJiviary reporte of the 
activities of tho Office OoDDittoo ~re ne.de. 

Mr. Szold then oovod.his original proposal to sond tho Office Com1ttee 
ninutes to the full coDD1 tteo. 

Tho cotion mis aoondod as follousa Tho oinu.tos of the Office Oomitteo 
should bo editod by an oditorial com1ttoo m.th a viou to preparing theo for 
circule.rization ru:iong tho mobors of the full coi;:im.tteo. 

Mr. Szold did not accopt this o.nendnent • 

. No docision m:i.s token, but it uas gonorally agrood that, in any case, 
an editorial comittoe of tuo or throe persons should bo appointed to odit the 
ninutes. 
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MRS. SILVERMAlit S REPOM 

Mrs. Silvcrcon, TTho hnd just roturnod froo n trip to England on boh..-uf of 
tho Koren Hnyosod, reported on tho Zionist situntion thero. 

Sho said that Mr. Lockor ho.d boon su.ccossful in ostnblishing excollont 
r el ati ons m.th the Labor groups in_Englond ~d '171th goverru:icnt offici r-us. 
Efforts uoro being oade to have tho Zionist co.so on the e.;o:.if..!l. of or g"niza.ti.on"l 
ooeting to consider post ... rm.r plans. She horsolf had hc.d ~ rt"t,)rvio't7s ui th Lo:.-6 
Cre.nbourno, '171th Hr. \7inant, Mr. Co.zalet and othors O..'ld ho.cl. ".:ioon evor:,mhoro 
cordially received. She bnd nlso oot tho Lord Mayor s of fi.yo ci tios, and al'.:. o:· 
theo had expressed their syq,ntby '171th tho i deo. of o. J eTTish Amy for Pa.lo::.tir,o. 
She depl ored the fact that there soooed to bo a riso of ont:1,..Seoi tiso in Englc."'1<.,. 

Tho Zionists in Engla.nd 't70ro oagor to bo active , but thoy uore disor<;on.!,...­
zod, under-oa.nned. and under-s t affed. Wherevor she '170nt, Hrs. Silvoroan said~ 
the Zionist cot!Cll.Url.ties uere eager to contribute on~ to got Zionist inforoat~on. 
Tho Koren Hayesod goal of LP. 100,000 had boon ov9r subscribod by L'P. 10,000, 
o.nd the co.npnign for next yea.r hod boon inaugurated. Tho :British.Zionists TJoro 
grateful that Aoerica had sont Dr. Silver and lh-s. Silveroon and exprossod tho 
hope toot other visit or s froo .Aoericn night bo able to vioi t thoo. 

M.C. 
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CONFIDENTI.U. ft2 

AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

A meeting of t~e Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee 
for Zionist Affairs was held on Wednesday. September 2. 1942, at 4:00 o' clock 
at 41 East 42nd Street. 

PRESENTS Judge Levintpai (presiding) Miss Benjami~, Mr . Bublick, Mrs . Epsiein, 
Rabbi Gold, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Lipsky, Airs. Shulman, Mr. Szold, Mr. 
Wertheim, Dr. Wi~e 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie , Mr. Neumann , Mr. Weisgal 

REPORT OF SUB- COOAI TTEE ON ZIONIST F'li'..JJERATI ON 
. . 

Ju.slge Levinthal reported on a meeting of the sub- committee appointed to consider 
th~ question of an American Zionist Federation. rhere were present Mrs . Epstein, 
Mr. Ben- Gurion, Prof. Fineman, Rabbi Kirshblum, Judge Levinthal, Judge Rothenberg, 
Mr. Lourie, and a full discussion had taken place. The sub- committee had not 
reached any formal decision but it was recognized that the majority of its 
members v,ere against the Federation proposal , and it had been agreed that they 
should report back to their organ~zations and that there should be a further 
meeting of the sub-committee if any one of the members felt that it would be 
desirable and useful to reconvene. 

DE, MJ.GNES 

Judge Levinthal read the following report which had been received from Jerusalem 
with reference to the conversation between Dr. ~gnes and A.uni Abdul Hady: 

11Magnes has awoken anew to political activity. He met Auni Abdul Ha~ 
and Khaldi , the director of the Arab seminar , to discuss peace . .!uni 
asked him whom h~ represented, as the Agency does not recognize him. 
Magnes replied that if he cpuld get a good proposal from the Arabs many 
would follov, him. Magnes then developed his plan for a bi- national 
state in an Arab Federati on. Auni replied that federation was an 
internal Arab matter and Jews ought not to interfere. Megnes ex­
plained that . the Jews may help in tho establishment of a federation. 
Khaldi remarked that he prefers an Arab State in Palostino ovon without 
a federation. M13€1les asked whether thoy would agree to the par tici­
pation of Jews and Arabs in administrative tasks in governmental non­
political departments . Auni r eplied that he doos not caro but this 
has nothing to do with the question. 

"Tho information rccoivod on these convorsations is piocomoal but 
trustwort~. " 

Tho Committoo was informed that the noxt meoting of the full Oommittoo i~ sched­
uled fo r Wednesday night, Soptomoor 9th, and that as agrood at tho la.st mooting, 
the question of Dr. Magnos would be one of tho first items on tho a.gende. 

Thora was soma discussion with raga.rd to tho contents of a resolution to be 
submitted to tho full Commi ttoo . It was agreed that tho proposed resolution shoul.':. 
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include two main poi nts : 

(a) That the Emergency Committee r eaffirms the ~iltmoro program 
and dissociates itself from the proposals put forward by tho 
Ichud. 

(b) That tho Emergency Corr.mittee condor.ms tho undisciplined action 
of Dr. Ll8€lles in undortt.tking a sopal'.?,tc poll tical activity 
outside of and in conflict with ~ha.t of the Jewish Agency, 

It uas pointed out in this connection that Dr. Magnes.was perfectly entitl ed to 
propagate his ideas m.thin tho movement but that his present action was quite 
different and uas harmfuJ. to the Zioni!;lt body politic. It was e.greod that the 
chai:nnan appoint n committee to draft~ r esolution embodying these two points and 
also to consider other possible action. 

NON-ZION! STS 

The chairman read a lotter from Mr. :Sen- Gurion reporting conversations with tuo 
members of the American Jouish Committee, 

After soma discussion of tho points i n this letter, it was agreed that Dr, Wise , 
the chl>.irmon of tho oub-committoo. on nogotie.tiom-:iith the non-Zionists , be ro• 
quested to r esume tho discussions '11th tho AmcricM Jm1ish Commit too in thG 
light of tho information received. lie i s , at his discre~ion, to convene tho largo 
sub-committee for consultation or the small sub-committoo with tho members of 
tho American J ewish Committee wi thin tho noxt fortnight . 

PALESTIME DEFENSE FUlID 

A memorandum from tho JNF with roforenco to $160 1000, advanced by t ho KH ruid tho 
KX ns a loan in respect of tho proposed defense f\lnd uas reported to tho Committee. 
Tho JNF stated that it was understood that all funds to be raisod for Va.ad 
l3itachon '.'TOUld bo e,ppliod toward the paymont of that loan, and the request q!lS 
ma.9-e that o.rrangomonts bo made at onoo to liquid.ate tho debt as soon as possible. 

Mr. Lourie said that ho had discussed the mattor with tho VMd l3itachon, 11:\').ich 
took the position (n) that they hod nover been consuJ.tod qith rogo.rd to this 
special f\lnd, and (b) that their collections uore exclusively for ~ncll. Thay 
recognized no obligation to ropey to tho Funds tho sums borrouod for tho special 
defense fund. 

Following a long discussion 11; was Eigreod that tho matter was primarily n book­
keepi ng one for the Executive , and that arrangements should be ma.~o in Pnlestine 
for rapeymont of tho JNF loan. An offor t to earmark Va.ad l3ita.chon moneys here 
fo r loan ropaymonts might do harm to tho.collecti ons of that body. 

It \7~$ f'urthor stated that of tho $9 ,000, promised by individual donors at· tho 
mooti ng at tho Commodore ui th Dr. Woizmann and Ur. l3orGuri on1 only $1, 000. hod 
actually beon rocoi vod despite romindors. I t uas recommended Md agrood tbnt inas­
much as those contr ibutions had boon plodgod on tho assumpti on that o. special com· · 
paign was to be undortokon which hnd not , i n foot , boon carried out , tho donors 
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should be informed that they ,;vould not be held bound by their pledges and that 
such moneys as had been received would be returnable • . Should they nevertheless 
wish to abide by their pledges, the money would, of course , be gladly received 
and transmitted to Palestine for the purpose intended. 

It was pointed out on behalf of Hadassah that $40, 000 had been contributed by 
Hadassah for defense needs in the hope and belief that other funds would be 
forthcoming on the basis of that initial contribution. The 9hairman,in express­
ing appreciation of Ha.dassahls contribution, pointed out tha1fwhile no campaign 
among private individuals waa being undertaken, the $200 ,000. from the JDC and 
the advance by the Funds for defense need!) had been stimulated by Hadassah1 s 
own prompt response , the question of a special grant from the allocations 
committee was further still.being pursued. 

REPORT re PUJ3Llc.A!l'IONS, etc . 

Mr, Ne-µmann reported the following: 
. . 

1. Dr. Lowdennilkls book is nearing completion. He had been assisted in 
getting together his material by Mr, Revusky and Mr. Barowey. The book is 

_ wider in scope than had originally been contemplated and includ~s a chapter on 
a devolopmont scheme to be called "The Jordan Valley Authority". It is hopod 
t~t tho Vice-President will write th~ introduction to the book. 

Mr. Neumann suggested that a small farowoll gathering bo arranged for Dr. 
L9wde:rmilk beforo his doparturo for China in tho fall. 

2. Professor Harlow' s book prosonting the Zionist case to Christians is almost 
c9mplotod. 

3 , Tentative arrangements had been me.do ,1ith Mr. Das for a 125 pago book on tho .,,., 
N9ar ~st. 

., 4. Mr. Noumann1 s article on tho Noar East had b9en r eprinted from tho "Free 
WorldM. £n article by Mr. Lipsky "Our Unnamed illy" appearing in tho current 
i!)SUO 9f the 11Froe World" l'lill also be reprinted. 

5. Mr. Noumnnn also reported on the possibility of orgMizing undor tho aus­
pices of tho Amorican Council on Public Affairs a Near East Institute. 

6 . A mooting was to be hold with tho publi9ity directors of tho constituont 
organizations and of the Funds to discuss approprio.to ways of commamora.ting tho 
~th .A,pniverse.ry of tho BP.lfour Doclaro.tion •. 

7 . Mr. Neumann. was asked to discuss IVi th Mr. Louria and Mr. 
o.spects of bringing within the current bud.got a.n expondituro 
for a ~rterly. • 

STA!i'El.rflli'l' BY ANTI-ZIONIST REFORM RABBIS 
. . . 

tl:io 
Szold/fina.ncinl 
of $8,000 to $9 ,000 

This matter was referred to a committee composed of Rabbi Barnstoin o.a 
chainna.n, Rabbi Stoinborg, Dr. Ooldstoin and Mr. Neumann, 

• 
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POLISH REFUGEES IN IBJ.N 

It was reported that a cab~e had been received from Palestine from the terms 
of which it appeared that a new batch of 800 Jewish refugees from Poland had 
reached Iran via Turkestan. I ncluded were 500 child.fen between the ages of 
10 and 15. Efforts wer e being made to obtain certificates to Palestine fo r 
t hese children who lacked food, clothing and shelter. The Iraq Government was 
raising difficulties \'Tith regard ~o transit , and it was propooed that the 
American Government be asked to facilitate their passage to Pe.lestine by ai­

r a.nging for t hem to t ravel by air. 

It was agr eed that the State Department be asked to intervene with the Iraq 
consulate here with a view. to securing transit visas and the possibility of 
arranging fo r transporation i n American planes for the 500 children be also 
raised with the Department . 

AUDITOR' S REPORT 

The treasurer reported that he had received the accountant ' s report on the 
financial s t atus of the Emergency Committee for the first six months of 1942. 
The r eport is on f ile i n the office. 

J., L. 
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A:illRIOAN E1."ERl¾El:10Y COt:i~(Tl'EE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Soptombor 9, 1942 

A mooting of tho Amorican Emorgoncy Oommittoo for Zionist Affairs qas hold 
on Wodnosdey night, Septombor 9, 1942, o.t 8l30 P.M. 

PBESENTs ur. Lipsky (prdsiding); Mr, Bubli ck, Hrs. Epstein, Ur. Furmaneky, 
Mr. Gollm..'ln, t;r. P. Goldman, Rabbi Gold, Hr. Grocnbcrg, Mr. Itzko-7!.b:~ 
Hrs. Jacobs, Bnb'l>i Kotro.lsky, Mias Leibel, Mr. iiorominr.ki, Rabbi Perl,, 
zuoig, Urs. Pool, Judgo Rosenblatt, Hrs . Schooll!lD.Il, Hrs . Shulman, 
lirs, Szold , l".r, Worthoim; 

15r, llen-Gurion; Hr. Lourie, Ur. Noumann, l1r. Woisgo.l. 

REPOR'l! ON OFFICE COlillITTEE ACTIVITIES 

llr. Noumann roportod o.s follous on tho rocont o.ctivitios of tho Office 
C9mmittoo, 

1, Defonso Fund, 

In rosponso to an o.ppoal from tho Yishuv for additional fundo for defonso 
noods Ho.dnssah ho.d contri'bu.tod $40,000; $160,000 ho.d boon borronod from tho 
troasurioa of tho Koren Hayosod nnd Koron ~omoth, o.nd $,l)(),000 ho.d boon 001r 

tri'bu.tod by tho JOO., making ~ total of $4oo,ooo. It is al.no contomplo.tod that 
additioruil funds may bo socurod from tho UJA on tho basis of tho special noods 
n~d roqu.iromonts of Polostino. 

2. Iru.dgot. 

Aproposod budget of $250,000 ho.d boon consi dorod by tho Office Committoo 
nnd approved on gonoro.l linos if funds could bo obto.i~od. Tho suggosti9n tho.t 
tho budget bo mot by a pro-rot a tax: on all funde raisod for Palostino hod boon 
considor«d, and roforrod back to tho bodios concornod for consideration, 

3, lmdison Sgunro 00 rdon Ro.lly, 

'lho Eoorgoncy CoDl:littoo ho.d givon its eooporation to tho American Jot71sh 
09ngross for its llo.dison Squ.o.ro Gardon Ro.lly, 

4. Jouish 1r.111to.ry Forco. 

'lho British ho.d npprovod tho forontion of Je':11sh and Arab bo.tto.lions 
t71thin o. Palestine rogimont. Efforts for a Jo':71sh A:rr:r;,• 'l'loro boing continuod. 
1ho Sta.to Dopo.rtoont had rocoivod and r oquostod informtion on tho militnry 
s1 tua.tion in Palestine f ron the Amorican Consul in Joruso.loa, TTho ho.d socurod 
full nnd f rank inforoo.tion froo Mr, Shortok. 

Efforts for gaining tho Syt?lpo.thy of tho .Aoericllll Govorru.iont for spoody 
o.~d full mobilization of tho Je'l'ls of Pnlostino ho.d boon continuod. 

s. Litor11ture . 

Profossor Lomlorm~lk•s book is nearing coqplotion. It contains a vory 
interesting and sti!!Ulating chapter on a."\ onginooring schomo to bo lmom as tho 
Jordlln Valley Authority, 
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Prof . Harlow's book, presenting Zionism from tho ChristiOJl point of vio~, is 
a.lso noarly ready for publication. 

A good doo.l of prunphlot oa.torio.l had boon issued recently, includint: Unito(\ 
Nations moss~os o.t the Atlerican Palostino CoDilittoo dinner, Dr. Weizoonn'.s 
Foreign Affo.irs article , Ur. Bor..Guri on\s Conference Stuteoent on Zioniso, 
articles in tho Froe 'IVorld by Ur. Lipsky nnd himself . and o. reprint of o. speech 
by Mr. Fronk E. Gannett. 

-· ·s .. . Non-Zionists 

The attuation sooos to bo that uithin the Aoeriea.n Jouish Qomlid.ttoo there 
is a group prepared_ to adopt the Palestine forwla accepted b:- us. Homiver, 
there 1~ another group uithin tho AJO opposed to on agroeoont uith Zionists 
on those taros. Dr. Wise, as cho.irnan of th9 negotiating coooitteo, ho.o been 
authorized to convene a. oooting a.a soon as tho Aoericnn.J~uish Coonitteo 
r9Prosontatives nro roac;l:r to report progress. 

7. Anti- Zionist Rabbis . 

Doclo.rE>ti,,ns agnins} tho sto.tooont issued by tho Anti-Zionist Rnbbis nro 
in prepa .. • ' ion, one to bo signed by Roforo rabbis and the other by Orthodox 
a~d Oonservo.tive rabbis. 

a. BoJ.fcur Dey 19421 

Plans for tho obsorva.nco of tho 25th n:mivorsal':" of Balfour Day ho.ve been 
~9rkod out and uill be submitted to the Office Ooooittoe. 

9. Rof:ugees in Iran. 

Efforts are being ca.de to o.rrongo for tho transfer to Palestine of a nuober 
of Polish Jomsh rofugoes stranded in Iran, and tho CoDilitteo is i n touch mth 
Hadassah nnd tho JDC in this connoct i on. 

10. Je5'ish Argy Oonuittoo4 

In connecti on nith Mr. Nou.oann's report roforonce '17!lS oa.do to tho activities 
of tho Jouish Arey O.:>m::dttee. It oos agreed to purouo Mr. WeisgaJ.t s proposal . 
for tho pr opo.ration of a nzionist White Book 11 r eporting on Zionist offorts in 
London_ and .1\.oerica to'17nrds securing o. J am.sh ,\roy for tho defonso of Po.lestine. 

lir. Ben.-Gurion reported on recent developoent s in tho 1ntornnl oilito.r~ 
situa~ion in Po.lastino. 

1. Ho expl ni nod tho si gnificnnce of the no~ Palosti no.roBi cont mich was 
to include Jouish and Aro.b bo.ttalions Md indico.t od tho difference botnoen 
tho ,;iord 11r ogio4nt 11 ~s used in t~is country and in England. In .tw.orico., o. 
regioont is a unit of d dofinito nuoorico.l otr9ne,th; in England r ogioont is 
a unit designati ng a n..-wo - e. g. '.lbe Qild Streao Guards, tho Royal Fusi liers, 
ot c., . o.nd COJl bo co?Jposed of OJlY nunber of r.en. 

2. Infomation rocoivod hero indicated that ~t 'lmB i nt ended that thoro 
sho.ll be at first four Janish bo.tto.lions . and one Arab bo.ttalion. Batto.lions 
arc to bo for infantry sorvico o.nd tho present Jouish t ochnico.1 units are 
still to continue in scatter ed coopa.nios. 'Ibero o.re no~ twolve J otlsh info.ntry 
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conpanios ru;id an o.dditionol eight o.ro nocossary in ordor to ho.vo four bo.ttalion& 
Tho govornoont expects o.t loast half of tho Jom.sh onlistoos to go into toclmic­
nl sorvicos. 

3. All officers• ranks ':Till bo oponod to Jo,1s. Thoro uoro o.t prosont 
oojors in tho Jam.sh units. o.nd it ':70.B oxpoctod thnt tho first Jam.sh oolonol 
-;rould bo nocino.tod shortly, 

Hr, Lou.rio roportod tho rocomondo.tion of tho Office OoDDittoo toot o. 
resolution dissocio.ting oureolvos froo tho nouly forood 11Ichud11 po.rt:, bo o.doptod 
by tho full concittoo. Ho road o. draft of 1;ho rosolution propo.rod b:7 o. sub­
co::1Clttoo of tho Office Ooi.lcitteo o.s follousa 

1. 'Ibo Aooricon Ecorgono:, Oocnittoo for Zionist Affo.irs 
to.kes noto of tho roport of tho forootion undor the 
loo.dorship of Dr, Judllh L. Mo.gnes of o. poli ticnl group 
in Palootino co.llod "Ichud", uhich soaks to conduct a 
sopo.ro.tist • .,. political. activit:r outside tho rnnke 
of tho or gQ,nisod Zionist novooont and doos not rocog.. 
nizo tho authority of tho duly oloctod Zionist 
loo.dorship, 

2, Tho Acorico.n Eoorgoncy OolJJ:littoo for Zionist Affairs 
dissocio.tos itsolf froc tho vious of this group o.nd 
roo.ffircs tho resolution o.doptod \JDMi nously o.t tho 
oxtroordinnry Zionist Oonforonco hold in N® York 
Ci tzr lSt\;' 9, 1942, b;r tho Zionist Orgo.nizo.tion of 
AOOrico., W.zrachi n."'ld Poole Zion_ . to tho effect tho.t 
in oi-dor to salvo tho probloo of Jam.sh hocelossness 
"tho gates of Polostino be oponed: tho.t the Jam.sh • 
J\gonc:r bo vostod -:rt.th control ofitlhigro.tion into 
~nlestine o.nd nith tho nocossary ~thority for up.. 
building tho countey, including tho dovolopcent of its 
U."loccupiod and uncultivated lo.ndsr o.nd that fo.lostine 
bo ostablishod o.s o. Jom.sh Ool:l!:lQn-:roalth i ntogro.tod 
in tho structure of tho nou dorocro.tic uorld,ff 

3, '111.0 Ooor.li ttoo rogo.rds ~• sopo.rntist poli ti col o.ctivi t-
1os, such o.s thoso 81!1.ich this group is undertaking, _ns 
disruptivo of Zionist discipline, and dostruc~ivo of tho 
solido.ri ty of tho Jam.sh pooplo in their o.spiro.tions 
to achiovo o. Jouieh 0oDIJOn'70alth in Po.lostino. 

A &ownico.tion froc tho Executive, as follous , ms olso roo.da (Soo 
Office OoDOitteo llimtes c1rculo.ted horom.th) . 

Mr. Oollm.n o.skod tho.t tho follom.ng resolution adopted by Y~zri:ichi be 
rocordodi (Soo copy o.ttachod). 

Ho further. rocoI:Dondod on bohnlf of liizr achi tho.t o.n:, resolution po.seed include 
o. roquost that Dr, Mngnos bo o.skod to resign his post a.a hoad. of the Hobroo 
University, 
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Hrs. Schooloon oo.do the follom.ng pointsi 

l. Sho thougl1t tho nogo.tivo oonnoto.tions of the rosolution o.s proposod 
unm.ao • . 

, ?. Sho di d not boliego thoro una sufficient ovidonoo to provo tho.t 
Dr. Mognos hnd corriod on polit1cnl nogotio.tions o.s would unrro.nt toking 
a.ct ion. 

3. Sb.o boliovod thnt Zionist disciplino dono.ndod o.no.iti ng o. sto.tooent 
f r oo tho Jouish .ti.gone, boforo issuing a rosolution horo. 

4. Sho roportod that Bado.ssoh had cn.blod roqu.osts for informtion on 
tho oattor to Miss Szold and Dr. Hngnes. Rapl1os to tho offoct tho.t infol'tlll.­
tion "OOS boing o.irooilod had boon rocoi ved fron both ond Miss Szold had 
roquoatod Bndo.asoh noo.n~1lo 11to contimo to suspond judgoont. • Sho so.id sho 
thought o.ction should bo dolo;rod until tho lottera fron Dr. UoGnos and Miss 
Szold ~d boon rocoivod, 

5. Sh9 so.id tho.t if M;; resolution wro po.ssod, it should not bo ono 
of diao.ssocio.t1on, but ro.thor of roo.ffirn::i.tion of t~o rosolution po.ssod at 
tho Bil tIJOrc. 

Mrs. Jo.cobs so.id it soooed to hor tho.t tho tioo hod coco -:1hon sooothing 
noro iq,orto.nt thon a rosol,1tion should bo considorod. Addressing horsolf to 
Aoorico.n Zionists, sho snid trot Dr. liognosl point of v1o'l7 '170.S mill knomi, 
A ne'l7 olooent had coco into the picture, no.ool;, tho.t 80 or 100 pooplo ho.d 
oot '71 th hie, ond supportod his poi nt of vio'l7. Sho boliovod, in tho light of 
th.is dovolopoont, tho.tit tro.s incuobont upon lworicon Zionists to sond o. 
conoission to Polostino to invosligato tho si tuntion. 

Sho rocollod that 'l'lhon Hr. ~tonborg died sho ms o:,vod b:7 tho toros of h is 
m.11 to f ool tho.t o. coIJDission should havo thon boon sent; again Tihon Hiss 
Szold ho.d o.ddrossod Nl appool to tho Yishuv through tho press, o. procooding 
qui to out . of kooping '171th onything liiso Szold '170uld ordinn.ril:-t· do, sho ho.d 
fol t that o. Cor::nission should bo sont. Nou sho ~o.a convinood that this iito.s 
ossontiol. 

Rabbi Gold. o.ssortod tho.t thoro mi.s ono cnrdinnl point in tho quostions 
nnno~, is it or is it not toloro.blo tho.t nn-:, individucl. or ~roup should coz.. 
duct nogotintions '171th tho Arnbs o.bout tho f'uturo of Polostino, outside of tho 
J\gonc:7. If this is intolornblo t hen o.ll othor orgunonts roro bosido tho poi nt, 
As to ov1donoe, Bnbb1 Gold cotitinuod, tho officio.l roporta sont b;; tho 
Exocutivo constitutod sufficient ovidonco. Wo hnvo not onl:T tho right but 
tho duty to issuo n stntooont. 

~. iorthoio OXJ>rossod tho follom.ng pointn of viot11 

l. Mrs. Jo.cobsl propoaol to son\l a. conm.aa1on to Poloatino sounded 
liko a vory dorocratic procedure, Actually, it aooood to hio both i .rrolovont 
to tho prosent i ssue o.nd inprnctico.ble. 

2, 'l!ho prosont probloo nas one .for .Aoorico.n Zionists, 'l!ho people in 
Po.lostino on~ here oro undor t ho ioprossion for oo.ny roosona thnt Arorico.n 
Zioniso is behind tho ltognes proposo.l. It is ossontiol tho.t thnt i oproaaion 
bo dispollod. 
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3. 'l!io oon.-i~tho-stroot uould cortoinl;r bo confused by o. public rc­
llffirn.1.tion of tho Resolution 0,t tho l31ltnoro, TThich hod novor boon ch.alloriF,od 
except b:7 Dr. li{'6noo, if such o. roa.ffirontion rm.s not linkod m.th oppos1.t.ion 
t o tho principles of the Ichud. 

lf.rs . Eps~oin snid she believed tho a r (;Unont of inl'..doquo.te ovidonco 
untenable. Dr. Magnos: position uns .;oll knoun nnd ho hoo boun quoted direct .. 
ly in tho 'Moes. llosideo thoro '.7ero tho official cor"?t:!ll.!1iques f:i,-on tho 
E:xocu.tivo. Wo ho.ve knoun Dr. lingnost vious for t ':lonty :,oo.t-s o.nd uo co.nnot 
o.ccopt tho &{;nos point of viou no .. 0117 ooro than uo cow.d then. She . 
believed tho r esoluti on o.s pr.,.sented o. good one o.nd sai d. that she could find 
no vo.lidi t y to the ~eunent t h1t resolutions ho.d to be posi ti vc• ass.3...-ti0ns 
To nnoe the i deas ono fiGhts O{;o.inst is o.o i~l)ortont :-is to ,,ru-.,o tl~c t:11:1[; 
one is fighting for. It is unthinJr .... 1.blo that 11 co::ir".i t,t.eo ·,1'.15 c.'l h::u; docl,;;rod 
itself for o. Jomsh Oo~nuoalth .rill not sto.to t hat j_t i9 ng.:ul"s-r, n. b-:.--, 
no.tionol sto.to. 

This, she continued, i s on Aoorico.n problec. If uo uo:i,-o seri ous a.bout ~ho 
resolution no po.ssod o.t the lliltcoro o.nd uor o rosponsiblo Zion!sts~ then. 
as Anoricon Zionist s ~o hod to no.kc our position clenr. It is not o. probloc 
for TTorld Zionisc, because tho strength of Dr. iiognos' position is that 
in Palesti ne he is thought to be reprosonta.tivo of o. largo po.rt of ,\.oorican 
J oury, o.nd Aoeri~o.n governoont offi cials o.nd public opinion uould also 
beli eve tho.this poi nt of viou ms endorsed hero , unless uo explicitly 
s t o.tod othorm.so. 

Ur . Furnonsky deplored tho fa.ct tho.t it ms l)r. lfuenos, r o.t hor t!U1..-i 
tho Arab problac, 'il'hich \70.S tho poi nt of tho discussion. He said ho uos 
pro o. bi-nntiono.1 state but ago.i nst Dr. l~"nost i dea.. Ho dofinod a bi­
nnti onal sta.to a.s one in uhich t he Jou and t ho .Aro.b uill ho.vo, ns indivi­
duals and a.a no.t1onal entities, tho so.r.:o ri&its, oven ~tor t ho Jous '17111 
ho.vo booooo n co.jority in Pol.ostino. Ro so.id th.o.t if o. j ust constitution 
1s uorked out m.th a. Dillion Aro.be in Palostino , i t '71.ll inevitably loo.d to 
a bi- no.tionol sto.to. Thero uero t uo sopo.ro.te probloosa a.n i doologico.l 
probloo of a. poli tical cho.ro.cter a.nd an i dooloGi cal probleo of a.n o.d.."1ini­
strnt1ve cho.ra.~tor. Ho tho~t tho.t froo the point of viou of political 
boldness t!,e resolution, ns prosontod, ms o. ru.sto.ke, boCAuso it confused 
t he t'l70 i ssue • fho bnsic ronson uhy oo o.ro opposed to Dr. Mognes is his 
o.t titudo on tho i ooi sro.tion of J ens to Palestine nnd this doos not o.ppoo.r 
in tho resolution. 

Ho so.id that in his opinion Aoerico.n Zionists uoro reluctnnt t o o.ccopt 
nou rolo.tion~ips nnd nou toros. Historiaal)ttho uholo Zioni st pro-
Br ao ,ea o. roshnping of tho llasle proei-o.c a.nd no polic:r could be 
crystallized. Bo sai d ho thought Hr. Bon.-Gurionts rooo.rk n t the lliltcore 
Oon:foronco to the effect that if uo looked for .Arab consent, ~hero uould 
not be o. single additional Jouish iooi~ont in Polostino, h i ghl;;r dangerous. 
Ho boliovod that to bo ono of tho problor:is no hod to nork out, 

He ogro9d that thoro tm.s not sufficient ovidonco t o nccu.so Dr. Hagnos o~ 
noti ng outoido t ho jurisdicti on of t ho 11Gonc:7, froo an odcinistro.tive poin~ 
of vioTT. T!10 rosolution should t herofor o confine itself to opposing Dr. 
Mognes t progrno bocnuso it doos not o.sk for a J omah. no.j orit:, in Po.lostino. 
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~. Lour1o roportod the attitudo, of Judgo Lovintho.l. o.nd Mr. Szold 
'l'1ho could not o.ttond tho oootinca (soo oinutes of Offico Cormtteo eirculntod 
horo-;nth). 

Dr. 17iso hnd nskod to bo roportod o.e in fo.vor of tho rosolution. 

Mrs. Pool explainod tho Bado.ssoh a.ttitudo& Sho so.id thnt eoch ooobor 
of tho Nationlll :Boo.rd tro.s ontitlod, as an individual, to froo oxprossion of hor 
opinion both thoro or on tho Eoorgone:, Ooor:d. ttoo. For oxonplo, rnion Hrs. Halpw 
rin thought it DiGht bo ,71.so to sound out tlto Jom.sh Aro:, Ooooittoo, tho~h 
Bndo.ssoh t1as against any nogotio.tions m.th thoo, ':TO uoro clad to hnvo hox­
oxpross hor opinion i'rooly in tho Enori;oncy Oocoittoo. 

1& fo.r o.s tho No.tional l3oo.rd is concornod, I uould liko to report hou 
no stand, 11 Hrs. Pool oontinuod. 11'l!l€> Sw:loor llxocutivo, rniieh functions during 
tho S11D1-:ior, is not bound by tho so.oo laus as t.'l\o Nntionlll l3onrd. When in Juno 
thoro mi.s n discussion on Dr. !&lgnos, no action '70.S token. .\ftor o. voey long 
discussion, it oos docidod to voto tho sur.,Gostion to pass a rosolution dis.­
socio.til'lg Bndo.ssoh i'roo tho id.one 9f Magnos. lio opposed tho po.ssO,GO of an::, 
rosolution 'l'lhieh 'l'l0uld bo o. public sto.toaont. ~o all fa.vorod o. discussion 
ui th Dr. Mo{;nos a.bout his opinions. 

"'i\r.on tho Ic~d uns announced t ho sw:nor oxocutivo co7:Dittoo oet. It 
uns decided to sond ca.blos to Miss Szold ond Dr. lmenos o.sl_d.IIG for thoir vious. 
'Jho;]' ho.d ropliod tho.t thoy ':lOro o.ir!"..o.ilinG thoir vious ond }•lies Szold ho.d o.skod 
tho.t in tho :JOo.ntioo Ro.do.ssn.'l contil?llo to su11pond judgrmlt. 11 

Spooking o.s prosidont of Bo.dassoh, eho considorod this o. coro.:md, unless 
tho full Nntionlll l3onrd uould sey tho.t tho circuostancos nro so gra.vo o.nd ho.sto 
so icportant tho.t thoy DJ.st disrogo.rd l.~iss Szold's roquost. 

Bndnssoh a.e on organization could not b9 o. po.rt:, to an;," resolution 
po.ssod tho.t nic}lt. Sho pleo.dod that this Tiholo coDCittoo a'l70.it tho co.torial 
that is to coco fron W.es Szold and Dr. 1'.t"{;nea. 

lliss Szold is tho cost disciplined Zionist tho.t sho lmo~s. She folt 
tho.t tho;i- wet o.'70.it her o.nsuor. 'l'hoy ho.d thoue}lt of o.skinc hor to send it bp 
co.blo, but boliovod that considoring tho nnturo of tho mtoriol it uould bo 
icpossiblo to cot o.n o.doqunto roply in tho.t r:o:;/• 

Mr. llon...Gurion co.do tho follomnc sta.teoonts 

Ho soid that ho ~ood ~th Mrs. Jacobs on tho msdoo of aonding o. coo.. 
oiesion to Polostino, nhich course ho ho.d hiosolf froquently urc;od. Ho did not 
think though that this ~os&ion ho.d an;," special boo.rine upon tho question nt 
issue. 

Ho ea.id that tho quostion of tho Ichud ms not n question of personcJ.1-
tios, but of polities. Althoudl it is the richt of <1'10?7 Zionist to ooiproaa 
his vioua, tho mttor of tho Ichud is o. politiool oo.ttor o.nd politiool action 
mat bo takoni and 1 t r:uat bo to.kon bf Aooricon Zionists. 'l'his mat bo done 
not only bocoueo Aoorico.n Zionists hD.vo a c;rontor rosponsibilitj and n grontor 
tz,oedoo than lll'l'J othor Zionists non, but bocause it is tho o.tti tudo of ..\ooricon 
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Zionists rn1ich Dr. l5n.(;nes ha s c:.'lo.ll engod. Aoorico.n Zionists UI'..o.ni rnuol y dc~.lu:reo 
thoir o.io to bo t he ost nbli shoont of o. J em.sll Cor:u:ionueo.lth in P.1.J.csti n9, '.i'.11i.l:' 
requires politicr,l c;tl.u~oticn, tho m.nn j.r..e; o,·-ir of pu;-:.i c- oi:in:i.on o.nd of t!10 
syopathy of t ho .lu:lof'. nru. govc.,:r,omt. l,n0rico.n 3i o;,1su hnn nc•1cr,r~cd th~ g r •~s , 
ponsibility. Nou f:;ts 0..1.r.' ls b !.'5.ne chnllo,".t~Od... 'Ct i a tho ,.:or..:;on ni.o of all 
.Aoerionn Zionist a c.:1d !10 : 01;.l.i :::ot soc 0n '7!:o.t. :::o.:d. ::i Radass.-!1 eoo-1.d r:i.!.'" ;;o ,;0 

ooe t, the cho.llonge. 'lho 1=rch·.10. ·, ,;t,;i~:O::l'Jr..·l; u.:i.s ~:ic::cil. 'b;r ,i)ro::lir.o:1i• Atior:.,::;i.r.s , 
~rhich fo.ct o:;,;y- havo o. :pouor:u.l of::.·c-c'; oi, tho l,r.:ci,. :\ •.iri .. -. c~v0r:l:1:ini; :::.nn .!\:11-~·,. t,Ull 

public o:pinion. It TTi j 1 bo cons.1.6.e't'od a n.1.r:-.!1 1'::hc- •,r,r t" 1 o.r.f. u:1si11r "'Jl··.t !~1. -~c 
t ho probleo of Po.loetir..o ~han t h.) Joydsh :;o;:..::or.rwul th. If A:.1,. r;.:::,r, 2,1 ,r., ;2, 

rom i ns silent, it r:ill ::100..n ·~l•.r:i; t his :10.1 po:U.c:- :i. s n·!c:o-p-;.o1 c .. nt. 1-:i,rr:· Dr. !•Ji.Jfl, 

ced in by it. If ,\nor :tcn.n. Zionists eti::.l qcn~ n J or.i s~1 Co:-..i:::,r,,'3.:.:i.-':h r>;:-..r'. no·;u 
not ch~ed their o.t~j tude o.bout it, t hon t ho;, nr o bound i,o dufont1 tl:c.,.:- p:s.!. .. 
t ion r;hen it is cho.lloll8od. 

On tho question of evidence, Mr. l3on-Gur io~ so.id i t 71..tfi (.ll'!'.1' t;;o.1, 
Dr. Ynenos rra.s opposod to n Jonish Oolli,onTTeo.lt h and thut chv.l ::.o:o:16<• r1::-.s c_i.:,'-::', ... 
ed not to the Aro.bs but to t ho Aoeri')an Gosrorr.L'ent . The future of l'o..lost.1.no 
is not o. t heoretical~ but o. very reo.l and trc,eic pr obloo nnd it ~s sor iousl y 
jeopardized by procinont Anorico.n J OTTs . Mr. '17:1.llki o is n•.>'17 ll~ '.;he Hi ddlo 
Eo.st; tho Stnte Dopo.rtnont roo.cts very qu ickly nnd s on.ii t i vol;• to nny ~~oe ... _ 
i on of an ensior solution to tho Po.los tine probloo and it is i oportnnt t o o.c·~ 
o.nd o.ct norr. 

Mr. l3en-Gurion t hen proceodod to an nna.lysis of t ho ..u-o.b questi on o.':ld 
a report of t ho ofi~rts of t ho Executive to donl uith it. 

Ho snid t!lnt uho.t is co.llod tho Arnb problo□ is a oc;,ral nnd poli t i ne.:;. 
probleo. Not n sinele group or person in Po.lestino uho opposes t ho ,\eoccyts 
npproo.ch to tho probloc• ho.s offered o. policy to roplnoe it. 

H~ cha roctorizod o.s n ritual OJ.rder lio t ho nccusation t hat tho present 
Exocutivo hnd not ondeo.vored cost seriously to securo nn undorstnndin~ m.th 
t ho ,\ro.bs. 

A Oootrl.ssiqn hnd been appointed by tho Agonoy nftor tho l nst Zionist 
Congress to ooko roconoondations to the Exocutivo on t he subject of Jom.sh­
Aro.b ro.J?Prochooont. Dr. l.iagnos, Mr. Xo.lvnrisky, Dr. Thon, Rabbi Uziel, 
M. Asa.f (o. l,l()ted .Arab scholar), Mr. Auster (Doputy 1'U1.Yor of Joruso.loo) and 
Mr. Ka.plansky TTOro oocbors of this Comxl.ssion, and had been uno.blo to roconoond 
o. ~elution. 

Mr. l3en..Gurion thon rovioued various n~otintions of the Exocutivo m.th Aro.bs 
froo 1934 to the prosent . Tho first oeotinc m.th Auni A.bd\1+ Hady, in 19341 
took plo.co a.t tho hooe of Dr, Magnes. T:10 coating ms reported to the High . 
Conoissioner, as wore o.11 the i nportnnt oeot1ll6S m.th .Ara.bs. Houovor, the 
nogotio.tions cor.e to no~hinc. Thon ono of t ho lhlfti ts people uns o.pproachod. 
The lt,ifti proposod that tho Palestine-Syrian Coccitteo in Genova. tho highest 
authority, bo consulted. w;. l3on-Gurion uont to Genova to disc:uss M ng;-oooont 
thore. Tho reply of tho hie;host autl1ori ty in tho Arnb uorld rm.s that there 
could bo o.n 0.6I'OOoont only if tho Jows uoulc;l rooain a percnnont ninority. 
Moroovor, t ho spokesoon snid, hou can you oxpoot uo to 0£:l'OO to o. Janish ao.jor­
ity, mion tho En(;lish uont t lot you ho.ve it. 
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Conversa tions Poro l a tor 11ol d m.th Gf>orr:o ..\ntonii:.s , Ph-:> propose:'. o. J,,--:lr:: ~:,:it, 
i n t:. federation of tho tobt1r.on: S;-r:1.0., !'nl 0st :lne m1d Trr 1..'1.ti,):i'.'."i:1,:r,,. '11:...,:1 ~" -:,\t 

quost,ionod, i~ -r.ou •• ~<.:Y:i ::ib:O'l. ',;t ,t.t th'> Jo-.s ·.;o\-:.:.:.1. :uivv no ri,:h.: a::- s ,;.' llnr,->r.'l 
in tho ,urio'l:.S s~,•t 0-:i of ,;J1,.; f od'1rc.i;:.o-:ir n,.1/,:irdin[' to G-oo.t'G'l .:i.n.;c:,.iu~~. 

In 1Cl.3o"' t',.or,) ~-~ ' l)C"r r r ·, ~-F'-?,, ,,,~ "•1("r n.-r-i c 1 in <, t1."'1' " i! ,,-_1.·. t 11••:r - •,,~••;;., ... •, ,: •·• - t,,. . 1.~..,_ ·,t, a l. •• • - . ,,..._ I,,,, • • •l-''' r_ l ..,.,_, . _.. ._, 

110 ~nuld conti~•·" t o "'0("" .. 1"+ ,, --· +·, ti, o . ... ,, .... '1 'l "1"' • .,., , • •• ,., ~ ... ,_, ... , .... ,. ,,.,-' u.1 .;u., J J _, • ., .., L~"'"'' ,.J. , · . .. •-• , •. , .. .,, ., ,,,.. .. _. J .. , \, ·- . .i,.Q .4.4 , ~ .. ,v u, .. 1 ... -' \. ••' 'J. 

t'.,c.t if nn;, Arabs '::'oro found ,nth moo 1. t ,:')nld. '.:,, :;:cs ::1 t;:~o l-c, :-: 1:~, ,,,·.;;·. l 'l, 

tio:r.s ,;:-ould c.erto.i.nl::,r be continued.. Uusa 11.lon:i t en.:. o•· t i-in ,.:r:i:., lJ,-.c' .. ,.- . ':. 
closo friond o:f tho ~ti) cn.r:1e t o discuss t!le probler:i \-i.,;l· u:·~ E.1J b, .. ":.. r 'l '" 

n pro.-condition to negotiations m:i.s tho stoppllgo of Jo-;;is:1 i:.r-1., · ,.,T: ,)~ , r·~ 
snid 11no, that is no basis for noeotintion, 11 

We :pursued n policy of non.-rotaliation n;:;uinst t!10 i nno~o:1 ~ J,-::.,J:, c'.l:': :r 
the ooi!ling and killing of innocent Jons boco.uso \70 fol t i;r:1-i, o·,.r •·"'~.)·:•, ', • .. i ,;b 
the Arabs Pns one ':Tith !listorJ nnd not ::ieroly rrl. th tho cxicon,:i,j:- :;, _;, ;;1 _., 

nonent . We did not 't7tlnt our children t o havo to so.y that ,;;:, {.!..YJ :Fnlns~ .. r.c· 1:; 
killinB innocent ,\rabs . Porhnps our policy mis a m-onc ono, l'·.1-'; -,-.., i;'l:..1 :-11.;d 1. t 
after ernve consideration and dospito mch provoco.tion, Mr. :Bu:n.,Gu~ .. on :, :1.:..d., 

• 
Ho e:.1phnsized t ho.t ono hnd to reckon '17ith tho f acts in tho co.se2 Ho hfl.d r.ol; 
been nble to f ind a single in:fluontinl Arab m1.o '7ould Dc.'lk:e an Ol}r oor~nt v.. t il 
tho Jews on ony bt>.sis except t ho.t of o. per..i.onont Jomsh :ii nori ty in Pn:i.os~:i.n!l. 
He recolled the London Oon:feroncos m1.ero thoro 11oro t'rro sopnro.to do:..0i1nt-!cns 
of Arabs, one appointed by tho Hu.fti ond the other opponents of tho l~.ft:t... 
Both rejected the iT'..iite Pnper c.s not co ing f or enoueh, W'ith tho knoulod(;o .:md 
consent of the Actions Cor.nittoo ,,o discussed nnny proposals of n sottlo;;:cn ~ 
':lith tho lenders of tho Palestinian and Syrian Aro.bar Purity, Fodorntion otc. 
We tried this to soe '17hethor there Poro soue possible basis of not;otintion, but 
oven thnt oos not nccopt nblo to tho Arnbs. 

The Aro.bs in this uar and in t ho pre.-uar poriocl hnve boco!JO Hi tl6rizod. It is 
obvious thnt not ovor7 Arab is o. Nazi nnd nonts to oxtorc i nato tho Jops; t ha.t 
is oqually truo of tho Gormns. But to accuso the Jows or t ho f.eoncy of not . 
having boon nblo to coDo to n.n ogr eocont '7ith t ho ,\rabs would bo liko o.ccusi1'1(; 
tho Je'17s of Goroany for not hnving been o.ble to find nn ncroooont m. th Hi tlor. 
Evon tho Soviet Union mio.ro thoro is no anti-Som tiim, supported tho l-fu.fti ts 
terror policy. No Exocutivo, perhaps ':lith t ho sinelo oxception of £t~ S-acaor 
Exocutivo, is i;Uilty in its dooli ngs uith tho Arnbs. 

Tho Bon.-Tov neo:>ro.nduo rocoaoonds n plan m1.ich is partition plus tho White 
Po.per. Evon if tie ':lould oeroo to it, tho Arab s uould not. If n bi-nutionol 
stuto, hoPever it is defi ned, does not nenn coapleto cossation of Jo\7ish 
iom.grntion, tho Aro.bs uill opposo it bocauso thoy a.re opposod to Jowish ~ro~ 
ine strength in Pnl.estine. The friendly Arob at the London Oon:foronco proposed 
thc.t tho status of t ho Jou in Palestine sholl bo si!lilo.r to thnt in Ec;ypt. 

Dr. lt."lgllOS has not c;ot o. single Aro.b to ogreo to ev9n his proposals. Ho 
o.ppeols to Jeps nnd not to Arc.bs. His practiool aio is not on Arab oereonent 
but a non-Zionist solution of tho Palostino probloo. 

At tho conclusion of Mr. Ben.:,Gurionts address, Mrs. Pool proposed 
that o.ny decision be postponed until oftor the next Nntionol Boo.rd neoting of 
Ho.dnssoh on Wodnosdcy, Septoobor 16th. Sho so.id that Ho.d.o.ssah, as an 
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organization, could not take any action until atter that meeting. She sug­
gested tho.t t\- epecin.l meeti ng of the full Erner~ :incy Committee be co.lled for 
Thursd,'\y, September 17th, at 17hich time Ho.dnssi .h 17ould be prepared to stl'.te 
its positi on. 

Mr. Weisga.l ~.mended Mrs. Pool1 s motion ns follows, That this meeting 
take whatever ~cti on it proposes ~nking now, but should dofor maktng public 
any statement, or mv.king final the \70rdi ng of o..11y resolution until after 
Had..~ssahts Nationv.l ]on.rd meeting. 

Mrs. Pool so.id that sho ns All individUD.l wo.s opposed to sto.ti ng hor views 
now '\llltil she had further information f rom Miss Szold and Dr. Magnos, but that 
the National Boo.rd could teke action committing &dassah as an organization before 
then. 

Tho follorring moti on wns passed: Tho Committee resolves to accept a 
r esolution incorpor.'.'.ting the follo1.1ing three points : (n) opposition to nctivi­
ties a.nd views.of the ~Ichud"; (b) r oaffinnation of the Biltmore progro.m; (c) 
the readiness and dosiro of tho Jm1ish people fflr full cooporo.tion '7ith their 
Arab noighbors. Fino.l editing and publicity on tho resolution to be postponed 
until after tho spocio.l mooting to bo called noxt Thursdey, September 17th, to 
enable Ho.da!!so.h to prose~t the mc,.tter to th~ir Boo.rd. 

Mr s , Jacobs, Mrs. Schoolman nnd Mrs . Pool voted ngni nst tho motion. V 

Mrs • S~hoolmnn c.skod to have recorded her proposo.l that the Emergency 
Committee officinlly request tho World Zionist Exocutivo to issue a statement 
on tho "I chud 11 • 

A. L. 
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Tae conference or Rabbis and members or the Mizrachi Vae.d Bapoel, held 

on Tuesday, September 8, 1942 at Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City, r egisters 

its most vigorous protest against Dr. Magnes and his followers, who have acted 

treasonably to the h:1.ghest imd most vital interests of the Jewish people, by 

organizing a group w!rl.ch is conducting nego1.:iations with the Arabs withou·li thE' 

knowledge or consen': of t!:e ,T ewish kgancy, ·,inicil ::.s ~he onl;v rerogr.ized 

authoritative body of the J e"'r:1.sh people ir.. r egard to Ps.lestir,e, 

In thus negotiating, the above group has yielded t~ the Arab t errorists, the 

followers of the Mufti, and has renounced the hope of cur people for 0eulat 

Haaretz. 

The conference is unanimously of the opinion that Dr. Magnes a..d his 

associates of the "Ichud", be:ve betrayed the fundamental principleo of Jude.ism 

and Zionism end should be removed from every official position in the life of 

the Yishuv. In particular it is urged thnt Dr. Ke.gnes be immediately asked 

to resign from his position as head of the Hebrew University, which is rightly 

regarded by all as a national Jewish institution. 
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MINUTFS OF OFFICE COMMITTEE l.~T~NG 
.AMmU CAN EiruliGE'N C,,__,Y:.._..:.CO::.:,r.::il.i=!':.:.:.l"r=Em...M- ::1 Oln i5T MF AIRS 

J. meeting of the Office Committee of tile ..\mericai:. Emergency Committee 
for Zionist .ltfairs was held on Wednes~, Septem ber 9, 1942, at 4P,M, at 
41 East 42nd. Streat. 

PRESENT: Dr, Wise (presiding) ·Mr, Bublick1 Mrs, Epstein, Mr, Gellman• Mr, 
Lipsky, Mrs, P9ol, Mr. Vertpeim 
Mr, l3en"Ourion, Dr, Qoldmann 
Mr. Lourie, Ur, Neumann, Mr. ireisgal 

NON-ZIONISTS 

Dr, Wise reported a conversation he had had with Mr, Wertheim, president of the 
.&merican Jewish Committee, Mr, Wertheim had said tha~ he we.s still not w~t~out 
hope of a successful outcome of the discussions, but t:iat tna ncn~Zionist 
sub-committee is no~ ready for a further meeting. Ur, WeL"the1m l,ad a.greed to 
inform us before his Committee i,ould draw up acy statement for the public with 
regard to Palestine, 

ANTI-ZIONIST R♦]~IS 

Mr, Neumann reported communications received from Rabbi Bernstein and Dr. Ia.rE.131 
Goldstein u~ were appointed to the sub-committee to deal with the question of 
replying to the anti•Zionist statement made by a group of r eform rabbis, -
also from Dr. Heller, It was agreed to proceed i,ith plans for securing:.signa.tures 
to a pro-Zionist platform from reform, orthodox and conservative rabbis, 

PAMPHLET MATERIAL 

/ Mr, Neumann further reported that the California Church Council had requested 
780 of Professor Niebu.pr's pamphlets for circulation; that Mr, Frank Gannett•s p~­
phlet had been vary uell received and that reprints of various other available pam­
phlets were being made, .Another printing of the Niebuhr pamphlet was authorized, 

W.ASHINGTON OFFICE AND BUDGET 

Mr, Ne11menn then br9ught up the question of representation in Washington and, 
specifically, the problem of securing a person to act as counsel to the American 
Palestine Committee •. He said that someone was available fo r this post, but that 
a decision i,ould have to be taken as to whether negotiations with this candidate 
should proceed or not, 

It waa pointed out in the course of discussion that the question was whether ~he 
Emergency Committee seriously intended to open a rrashington Office and that this 
depended in turn on the amount of money which could be secured for the budget, 
The matter of a quarterly publication, too, was being held in abeyance because of 
the uncertainty about the budget, 

It was r~comm~nded and agi,eed· that two budgets, 11! 11 and "B", bo prepared& one of 
$175,000, nnd one of $250,000, Both 9f these should be presented to the UFA for 
consideration. The scope of the work undertaken by the l!mergency Committee TTOuld 
have to depend on the budget accepted. 



• • Minutes of Offico Committeo 
• • J,ie~ting - Sopt. 9 /42 - ,(/,83 -2-

-
Mr. Neumn.nn further reported the resignation of Mr. Kritzer. 

DR. hlAGNES'S COMMITTEE 

It was r oportod that th9 suo· ·c:m.mi. ttoo which he.d boon appoi~ted at the las~ moot:; 
ing to draft a rosc,lu'.;io!l dis:1:Jno,~iat:1.ng tho !<~•Ttcr gc:1~y Coll'Ull.a.ttoe from the 1·Ichu1" 
had been unable to l!lcet, J..:..+e:r..-itive d::.·ci.ft~ pr..;pnted i n the office were accorc.~ 
ingly submitted to the oeeti~g. 

A report had been roceivod from the Executive in Jerusalem with regard to the 
opening meeting of the 11Ichud" as follotts& 

"The initiative for establishing tho new party came as a result of Magnes 1 s 
talk with !uni.Abdul Hady (mentioned in report of September 2) • An invi ta""' 
tion for a moating was sent out over the signatures of Uagnos, Mies Szold, 
Buber, Smilansky, Julius Simon and Goldwater (of the London Economic Corpora­
tion) . Th9so invited uoro requostod to sign their agreement to two principl o11, 
( l) Palostino as a bi-national state; (2) its pa.rticipation in an Arab 
Federation. 

"The meoti~g took place on A~t 11, in tho Ha,ll of the Ole'- ~rmania in . \ \ 
Jerusalem. About BO persons were present and Magnes presided. Ho op9nod 
in a high moral vein declaring that. this was the eleventh hour. The Arabs 
are opposed, only because thoy don1 t believe that tho Jews want poaco. 
The solution i~ a bi-national state. It is necessary to establish a 
poli tical organization which stands for this principle and which should be 
callod ' Ichud' . Continuing, Magnos said tba.t a committoo ought to bo 
ostablishod to work out a dotailod progrron nnd to mako contacts uith 
varioUll pooplo throughout tho world for settling tho Palestine quostion 
after victory, ospecially in America. 

11.Americe. uill not l).Ccopt tho plans of Jewish chauvinists and Arab 
extremists and ,;rill turn to him and to people llko him asking fore. 
compromise progr?m, The ' Ichudl will also ongage in.practical e.ctivitios . 
I t uill propose to the government tho establishment of an office of social 
uolfare , uith tuo Arabs , two Jous and tuo Christians. Th9 1Ichud.1 will 
develop educv.tional and nocial cooperation uith tho Arabs ; ,;rill uork llJ!long 
tho Palostino rogimcnt and will propngate idoo.s of poaco. It uill also 
ask tho public to doloto tho c4',uso of tho Jewish National Fund stating 
that its land is for Jo,;rs only, which men.ns , practically, that an Arab 
cannot put his foot on tho soil. 

"A Reform Rabbi TTho uas pros9nt\ oxplai nod that n nou orgnnization is 
necessary publicly to support Magnos , uho nou is an asset , of which 
Yishuv docs not make .use . He added that tho League for Jouish-Arab 
n.pprochoment is not suitable for thnt task because of its agreement mth 
tho Ha.shomor &.tznir. (Tho Hnchomor Hn.tznir joined the Leagµ.e on the 
basis of an agr aement requesting a bi-national state and Jewish immigration 

.according to the economic absorptive capacity of the country.) " 

Mrs , Pool asked to be recorded as follows& "I would like to report for the 
record Hadassah1s position insofar as it has a position ~t this point, A meeting 
of the Summer Executive (which acts for the National Board during the summer) 
devoted i tself to a discussi on of the statement about. Dr, Magnes!s position 
appearing in the New York Times in June. At that meeting there were some members 
who pressed that Hadassah disassociate itself from Dr. Magnests position and make 
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Bada.ssah' s omi position clear. This suggestion was vetoed. 

Last Wednesday there uas another meeting of the Suimner Execut ive and it uas 
f elt that ue should.get further infor:nation: that no responsible body should 
tL'.ke action on ncr;spl'.'.por rcporto. Th13y therefore sent tuo ca.blos , one to Miso 
Szold and one to D~. l4,'\gl'los , 1•oq1.,.c"J t ing fu;.•thcr ,.nfr.nno.ticn nbout the 'Ichu1F. 
Miso Szold had r eplied ~ n a cc.'1).1.r, ~nfon,;u .~ ih:l1.,,'J1Jl\h tl1a·..- she TTas nimaiJ tng 
all information e.nd ro'luesting ;;ila.t juti t,,,;iont bo ouapended ur..til it arrived. 
Dr. MP..gnos also cablc:i thl\t ~o 11e.s n.i 't'J1ln•.:t.lng his vicr,r. H.ada.ss~ thorof 0-:-0 

felt tho.t i t should u~thhold itss lf from association with any statement 'l:il~il 
the information from Uiss Szold e.nd Dr. l.!£,.gnes should be received. 11 

Mrs. Epstein en.id that Mr!! • Pool' s fncts as presented :1oro correct , but the lmp:!.1-­
ca.ti ono t1oro not. Thus 1 t -;rc.s by no mol'.ns oort1:1.in thD.t tho full Nntion..1.l Boaro. . 
11ould be of tho samo viort. Tho vote had.boon very close and tho Summer Exocutivo 
rtas , i n fact , a small committee composed of those member s of tho Nntionnl D0nxd 
in n.nd arouna. Nert York during tho summer, 
Mrs . Pool formally requ.osted that no decision be taken on this q1J.li)stion U'l'".5.l 
after the meeting of tho full National :Soard of Heda.ssah i n conjunction ·.1ii;h tho 
Na.tiont>.l Convention of Hndassah \7hich uould be hold in five weeks . In an:, co.so 1 
ne the President of Hnde.ssah, she could not permit it to bo associated uith BZ!y 
re~olution uhich mi ght be passed by tho Emergency Committee noTT. 

Mr, Ge l lman said ho thought Hada.ssah1 s request uithout justi f ication. Tho chair­
man of the Jouish Agoncy is in .America and.has ~iven an offici al r eport. Tho 
Zionists of .America. uoro eager to hoar M expression of opinion on the matter 
an~ i t should be given as soon as possi ble . 

Mr. Neumnnn said ho could not undorstand Hnd.assa.h's pos i t ion from a. legal point 
of vi eus On rthnt basis , he asked, could it disassociate itself from a resolution 
pa;ised by n majori ty vote of a committee of uhi 9h it uas a constituent member? 

Mr. Lourie reported thnt Judge Levinthal a.nd Mr. Szol~ had asked him to convoy ~hei r 
regrets to the mooting, e.t thoir inability to be prosont that evening, - Jud.go 
Levinthal been.use of cour t . duties in Philo.dolphia, Ur. Szol d bocf\uso of illness . 
Jud.go Levinthal had sto.tod that if thore rtns o. mnjori~y in favor of a statement 1 
ho uo.s ui lling to go nlong. :But he doubted rthether it uould not str engthen l.ingnos 
nnd his group to direct a. sto.tomont speci a l ly o.t them • .Uso in vi ou of Miss I 
Szold• s tologrt'.m ho boliovod i n My co.so that nn oppor tunity bo given for her to 
so~ forth hor positi on. 

Mr. Szold, too , \7a.B of tho opinion tho.tit uould be i mpoliti9 to issue a resoluti on I 
uhich is dir ected primnrily o.t Dr. Mt,.gnos . I t uould servo to give him just rthat ho 
unnted - ~dditional publicity - uithout o.chiovi ng oeything. I t uould mor ol y r e-
sult i n nlionnti ng pooplo uho do not undorsto.nd tho problem e.nd cannot be mo.do to . 
understand, But thnt tho uay to approach the matter ua.s i n terms of our ow ob- / 
joctivos o.nd to bonr str ess on that r ather than on tho o.ct ivitios of on indiyidua+, 
Accordingly, it might bo usof\11 to r onffirm nnd oxpnnd tho Biltmor e Reeorution 1n­
di9nting that that pr ogram alone offer ed a. r ndico.l so luti on of the Jouioh pr oblem. 

Dr. Goldmann mo.do tho following poi nts: 

1, Tho fonr that t ho passi ng of a r oso+uti on uould give undue publicity to 
Dr. Magnos uas not ~oll founded iMSmuoh as he had alr eady roooivod n groo.t deal 
of publicity of uhich ho hilllself es the source. 
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2. Tho dP..ngor of tho situa.tion lios in the fact 
roprosenting ~go numbers of Amorico.n Zionists: 
should ropudiato him ~.nd ':7ipo out tho impression 
JoTTish opinion. 

that Dr. Mo.gnes is publicized as 
thorofore American Zionists 

that ho spoak.s for American 

3. In rognrd to Hndassnh's position, Dr. Goldmann pointed out thnt it uas n most 
uncloar one. At tho Biltmore Conference not one Hndassah member had opposed tho 
Jouish Commonuoalth as tho politicnl aim 9f the Zionist movement. It w....s, then, 
a political contradiction for it to be on record as favoring a Jeuish Commonwealt~ 
end yet not to oppose a bi-national state. I f,Hadassah were serious about ll8"' 
cipline and about a Jewish Commonwealth then it would have to be OpPosed to a 
program uhich repudiated that as a Zionist aim. 

Mrs. Pool said there uas no quest ion about Hadassah1 s support of a Jewish 
Commonwealth. I t maintained, however, that all pronouncements should be pos:li;i-rti 
and not negative - . the man on the street l'IOuld be conf'used by negative pronou::c~·­
ments. Moreover, Hadassah had to have further facts before it was prepared to 
J~ge the situation. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion made the follouing statement: 

He said that the question uas not one of Judicial procedure , but rather of 
political action. Dr. Mognes 1s program T1as designed to destroy orgnni~ed 
Zionism and to influence the .American Government to believe that there was a 
cheaper solu~ion to the Palestine problem than the Jewish Commonwealth. His 
whole program wns directed townr~ .America and therefore American Zionists had 
to answer it. The High Commissioner, t~e American government and the .American 
people should know thnt ubile Dr. Ma.gnes mo;v have personal friends in America. 
he has no organized Zionists behind him. Hadassa.h i~ the most disciplined of the 
Zionist organizations and as such should realize that only the Jeuish people can 
negotiate uith the Arnbs and not a single individual. 

H~ r ecommended that the resolution confine itself to the followi ng facts: 

The entire Americnn Zionist movement is united behind the r9solution passed 
at the Biltmore Hotel Conforonce: this ~ction of Dr. ~es is a separatist 
action and the Emergency Colllmittoe disassociates itself from it. He could not 
se~ on ~hat fonnal bnsis Bildnssnb could rotuse to Join such a. resolution. 

.,,, 

Mr. Lipsk;y urged that the resolution. include a demand that Dr. Magnes be asked 
to r esign from tho Hebrou University. Mr. Bon-Gurion took tho position thnt this'""' 
w~ (a) irrelevant, ond (b) not uithin our Jurisdiction . --..J 

. . 
Mr. Gellman f'orme.lly roquostod, on behalf of l!izracbi, thnt the resolution 
inc+ude the doJDAnd fo r Dr. Mognos•s r esignntion from the University. 

Mrs. Epstein mndo tho follouing pointst 

1, Sho did not boliovc thnt thero uo.s an.y sacrose.nct virtuo in a positive rather 
than a nogo.tivo stntomont. Sha made the .c.no.logy of our 9un uar propago.ndA. During 
tho pro-unr period propngnndn for intervention stressod not only tho positive as­
pects of i ntervention but also tho very n•ogntivo r esults of f'ollom.ng l\ll isolation­
i~t policy. 

2. Sho d.id not o,groo tht>.t there utu1 not sufficient evidence ns to tho cbero.cter 
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of Dr. Magnes's vieus and program. The New York Times had quo~ed him directly; 
his posi M.on against Jewish immigration and a Jewish Commonwealth was well knol'ltl; 
the Executive reports now received made the matter quite clear. 

It was fina;tly decided tba~ the Office Committee recommend to the full Committee 
the adoption of a r es~lution to be prepared by a co:,mittee composed of Mrs. 
Epstein, llr. Lipsky ar,d ~1r. Lour~.e: in line wii:h the m;..Jgestions r:iac.e at t.:i.e 
meeting, 

/ Mrs . Pool voted against t,ho moti-,n. 

BALFOUR DAY .ANNJ:VERSARY 

It was agreed to call a special meeting of the Office Committee on Monday, 
Septem~er 14, to consider propo€als for the commemoration of Balfour D~y. 

A. L. 
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Strictlx Qonrident1eJ• 

MINUT§ OF OFFICE COMMITS MEE.TINO 

AMERICAN EMERGENCY QOMMITTe® FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 
Wadneed.ay,September IO, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist 
Affairs was held on Wednesday afternoon, September 30, 1942 at 41 E. 42nd Street. 

PRESENT& Mr. Szold, presidingJ Mr, Bublick, Mr. Cruso, Rabbi Kowalsq, Mrs, Pool, 
Dr. Wise, 

Dr. Ooldm~J Mr, Lourie, Mr, Neumann, 

By invitation& Mr, Shetzer. 

PLANS FOR lW,FOUR DAY 

Mr. Neumann reported that plans for the commemoration !Sf Balfour Day were 
under way. The services of Mr. Magida had been engaged for one month to assist in 
the ~,orking out of the program, which includes• 

1. The securing of signatures of members Oonr,r oss to a .da~laration 
reaffirming their support of the aims of the Balfour Declaration. 

2. A meeting of Zionists in New York. 

5. A small function in New York for the American Palestine Committee. 

4. An inter-faith religious service, 

5. The seQUring of signatures of members of the Christian clergy supporting 
the aims of the Balfour Declaration. Dr. Henry Atkinson of the Federated 
6hurches of Christ in America has offered his cooperation in this matter. He 
wtill discuss any plans he may have for enlisting the support of the Christian 
clergy with Dr. Wise and Dr, Goldstein. 

The matter of speakers for the public functions was referred to the com­
mittee of the constituent organizations which is working with Mr. Neumann on the 
Balfour DB¥ program. 

Mr. Neumann reported that a meeting of the sub-committee on relations wit:1 
the Hindus and Chinese had met . 

MfflING PAX 
It was agreed that meetings or the Office Committee are hereafter to be 

held on Tuesdays. Mr. Lourie was authorized to make all the necessary arrangements. 

REPORl'S [IQ( PAJfflINE 
Two r eports from Palestine, one in regard to Mr. Willkie 1s visit, the seco:. 

in connection with hints of the official attitude to the idea of Federation were 
r ead to the meeting. 
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Mr. Newoann suggested that since the/report indi.cated a revival ot the 
idea ot Federatu>n, it might be well to -.lee inquiries again "'1th our own govern­
ment. The 1911ggestion was accepted. 

Consideration is to be given to the question of the advisability of teking 
some action in connection "'1th the possible appointment of Mr. Wadsworth as the 
Amerioan Oonsul to Beirut. 

BJJPOET 
Kr. Ssold reviewed the expanded program which had been presented bf 

Mr. 18WD8:on scse montha ago, calling for a budget ot "2ti0,000, approximate~ di­
n~ a• r~• 

( . . 

Ourrent budget -
Research and publications -
Political work in Washington -
General expansion of public • • 

$100,000. 
60,000. 
00,000. 

· rela\ions work, press, radio, etc.- 68,000. 

It had been contemplated that the budget would be secured through a&% 
tax on all collections for Palestine. Hadassah and the Gewerkscharten had, each 
for various reasons, reported negative reactions to the proposal. 

Nevertheless, Mr. izold thought that even if no money were available 
except from the UPA, ye should think in terms of an expanded program. In the 
research field, he thought ye should be prepared to spend as much money as neces­
sary on preparing authoritative briefs stating the case of ZioniSlll on (a) Arabs 
and (b) the potentialities of Palestine for talcing care of millions of Jews. 

In Washington, the American Palestine Committee needs fostering. We had 
an asset of potential value in that committee but it must be expanded and kept . 
going. 

In the matter of procedure, Mr. Szold recommended that the Emergency 
Committee confine its agenda to a oonaidcatian·ot broad policies, rather than 
ooncern itself with discussions of detail end of techniques, These details shoulc 
be worked out by sub-committees and by the staff, and should not engage the atten­
tion of the rlmergenoy Committee as such, except that the latter ehould pass on the 
budgets and general plans. Tho growth of the administrative machinery should be 
limited as far as possible, and available machinery or other Zionist bodies should 
be utilized to the greatest extent. 

Specifioally, Mr. Szold proposed that the Emergency Committee come to 
an arrangement with the ZOA in Washington, a sort of sub-contract, to take care 
of the American Palestine Committee. The ZOA had a building 1n Washington which 
was too large for its needs, but might in part be admirably adapted for the work 
of the At11erican Palestine Coimnittee, and ga.naralJ.$' for the political and public 
relations activities or the Fcnergency Committee in Washington. The first floor 
of the building could be taken over in its entirety for these purposes. 

The Emergency Committee itself should consider questions of major 
policy. It should coneern itself with such broad problems as, e.g. relations "'1th 
Oreat Britain, tho question or a joint l&andateJ federation, etc. It should also 
be familiar "'1th the thinking and plane ot the various organisations dealing "'1th 
poet-war settlement. He urged that the vhole matter be given early ooneiderntio~. 



,,. 
It.,.. pointoo' out that Mr. Szold's propeteela, as he had himeelf indicated, 

!unged on eeounng funds for an enlarged budget . Doubt was expressed by 
"'r. Kowal.sky that the funds would be willing to increase their allocation. 

Dr. Goldmann thought that if Hadassah and the Oeverkschaften would agree to 
the proposed 5% tax on collections, the other organizations and Funds would like­
wise participi.te. 

Mr. Cruso stated that the matter of the true on Oewerkschaften collections 
~~uld have to be referred to the Vaad &I>oel of the Histadruth. There was no 
authority here to make such an allocation. Mrs. Pool repo~ted on behalf of 
hadassah that there had been no formal discussion of the matter but that Hadassah 
was not sympathetic to the proposal. 

Dr. Wise said that the situation must be faced frnnkly1 either we got a 
budget which would enable'7\o undertake a comprehensive and effective program, or 
tho Committee should go out of existence . He did not believe the position taken 
by Hadassah or the Oewerkschaften Calllpaign valid. Hadassah's 10~ clause was 
written into its constitution in 1912, the entire 'tlOrld had changed since then. 
Now political work in America was one of the most important and urgent take to be 
done in Zionism and it was legitimate to deduct from collections for this . 
piarpo.e. • .TM Geuarkaoberten·. too must accept its share and its repponsibilities, 
He dld no~ believe that it was r easonable to say that they must ask the Histad­
ruth for permission to deduct from collecti ons . The political task here was the 
task of all of us, and we should all suffer alike if we failed in carrying it out. 
He proposed that arrangements be made for a delegation of the Emergency Collllllittee 
to present the matter before the organizations concerned. The proposal was 
accepted. 

Mr. Szold said, in this connection, that if Dr. Weizmann approved, and 
Dr. Goldmann and Mr. Ben-Ourion, he did not believe it necessary to appeal to 
the A9ency for permission to secure the budget for the Emergency Committee from 
the fuBde. 

~W!?N TO PN,E§TINE 

Mrs. Pool presented, on behalf of the liational Board of Hadaesah, a recom­
mendation thtlt the Emergency Oommitte~ establish a commission of American Zioni std 
to go to Palest1ne to participate in the working out of the problems that are 
before us there. She said that the Board had made no recOl!l!3endations as to pel'­
sonnel or details, but urged that the r acommendation,proviousl.y urged both by 
Mr. Ben-Gurion and Mrs.Jacobs , be accepted in principle. 

It -.,as pointed out that wch a committee could not, for technical reasons, 
be a large one, and a distinction was drawn between a delegation 9hich should go 
to Palestine for perhaps a cou,:Le of months for the purposes of reporting 
America1a thinking to the Yishuv and of bringing back a r eport on their findings 
to America, and one which should settle do,m for an indefinite period in 
Palestine to cooperate in different directions Yi.th the Executive. 

It was resolved that the Committee varmly approves the proposal for 
sending to 'alestine an ~merican Zionist delegation to consult ~1th the Executive 
and bring to the Yishuv the views of Almerican Zionism,~d in totm to bring to 
bring to America a report on its findings on the situation in Palestihe. 



• Dotails as to personnel, etc. were referred to a coll)llJ.ittee composed 
of Dr. Wise and Mr. Szold. 

CABLE TO PALESTINE 
No action vas taken on Hadassah1s recommendation that a cable be sent to 

Mr. Ben-Ourion setting forth the views of the Emergency Committee on the matter 
presented to them at the meeting before his departure. 
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October 20, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee was held on Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 20, 
at 4 p.m. at 41 E. 42nd Street. 

PRESENTt Mr. Szold, in the chairi Kr. Gell.Dan, Dr. Goldstein, kiss Leibel, 
Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise. 

Dr. OoldmannJ Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal. 

INnREH}INO u.s. INTEREST IN NEAR EAST 

Mr. Neumann drew attention to reports concerning increased American poli­
tical. interest in the Near East. In this connection the nppointment of 
Mr. WadNOrth, fo?1J1erly American Consul in Jerusalem, as U.S. Consul in Beirut 
and Agent in the Near East reflected a trend which was deeply disturbing. He 
al.so referred to the gathering in various government departments in Washington of 
"speoial.ists" on the Near East, many of whom were by no means friendly to the 
Zionist point of view. 

Dr. Goldmann reported on a conversation which he had had with n leading 
membe1•:-; of the administration in Washington. 

It was agreed that a small committee be appointed with Mr. Szold as 
chairman, to give further consideration to the matter. 

TELEGRAM FROM JEWISH AOENOX EXECUTIVE RE DELEGATION 
The following wire from the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem was reads 

''PLEASE COMMUNICATE DIEROENCY COMMITTEE OUR UNANIMOUS ARDENT DESIRE 
WELCOME HERE FEW RESPONSIBLE AMERICAN FRIENDS WHO TOGETHER WITH US 
WOULD TAIE STOCK POLITICAL POSITION CONSIDER ACTION FOR IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE AND TiuCE BACK FIRST HAND KNOWLEDGE OUR WORK AND PROBLEMS stop 
TRUST D!EROENCY COMMITTEE WILL DISCUSS THIS URGENTLY 1'ND mFORM US 
DECISION " 

Dr. Wise nnd Mr. Szold, who had been appointed a sub-committee to consider 
the question of a delegation, stated that they were not yet able to make a report 
on the membership of the delegation. Mr. Wertheim said that while there had 
been no decision by the Central Oocmittee of his party on the matter, he personal:\, 
doubted the value of sending a delegation for a brief visit at this time. 

Dr. Ooldi:iann urged however, that an /lmerioan delegation would be very 
important, both from the point of view of the Iishuv and of American Zionism. 
The telegram from the Executive lent emphasis to this opinion. He pointed out 
further that for a year we had had no direct information from Pal.estine, as 
Mr. Ben-Ourion had come hero only after several months in London. 

Mr. Oell:men agreed that it was very desirable that there should be on 
American delegation, but .urged that all the parties be represented. 

Dr. Wise asked to be excused from serving further on the sub-committs~ 
and it was agreed that Mr. Szold t>nd Dr. Goldmann get into touch with the 
parties with a view to submitting nm:iea to the Oommittee. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RE IOHUD 

The letter from Mrs, Pool to Judge Levinthal enclosing correspondence with 
Miss Szold and Dr. Magnes, also material oirculatod to Hadasseh Chapters, regarding 
the Ichud was rend to the Committee, It was agreed that the correspondence be 
placed on file and made available in this office to the members of the Collllllittee 
for their personal information, 

ARAB J]WISH REI:f\TIONS COMMITTEE 

Mr, Lourie reported on a meeting of the Arab -Jewish Relations sub-committee 
at which were present Mrs. Pool, Mrs , Jacobs, Mr, Szold and Mr, Louria, The 
question had been considered of establishing a oomittee under the joint sponsor­
ship of Hadassoh and the Er.!ergency Committee and with two co-chairmen, Mrs. Pool 

had expressed opposition to the proposal for co-chai?'lt ~a orgAnizationally bad 
and likely to impede the "°rk of the comittee, She suggested that there be n 
period of joint operation by the Emergency Committee and Hadassah of the Arab­
Jewish Relations Committee under a single chaiman nnd that the catter coca up for 
consideration again after a r easonable time had elapsed, to see how this would 
work out. She urged that inasmuch as tho work of the J.rab Je~rish Relations Commit­
tee was ltcited to r esearch,study and investigation, and political action was 
outside the scopm of its activity, there was no danger of the Emergency Committee 
becoming responsible for action with which it mi ght not agree , 

Mrs, J acobs had expr essed the view thnt the work of tho Arab Jewish Relations 
Committee should be increased and that if the Emergency Committee was not r eady at 
this stage to undertake joint sponsorship, the Hadassah should go ahead with its 
program leaving it upen to the Emergency Committee to participate in the work of 
the committee if and when it should so desire, It had been finally decided that 
Mr,Szold should discuss it further with other members of the 6ommittee and bring 
the matte~ baok to the Office Ooooittee . • 

l~ full Mscuesibn f6iblowed ·the above r eport. 
Dr. Goldstein said that he sew no reason why the Emergency Committee should 

place itself in a position of sponsoring joi...~tly with one of its own constituent 
units the activities of the Arab Jewish Relations Comoittee, Such a set-up was in 
his view organizationally bad. The subject of Arab Jewish Relations further, had 
iJllpllcations which touched a much wider area than the title denoted. 

Miss Leibel intervened to request that the matter be postponed until a 
later meeting at which Mrs, Pool and Mrs, Jacobs might be present, 

Dr, Goldraann said that formally .and organizationally Dr. Ooldstein's 
argument was correct, but that the reality had to be accepted that the committee 
was in existence and working. He anw no possibility of r,ettinr, Hadassah to agree 
at this time to the Emergency Committee1s taking over. On the other hand, the 
character of the Arab Jewish Relations Committeets work was such that the 
Emergency Oomoittee must concern itself therewith, 

It was agreed in view of Mise Leibel1s r equest that the matter be postponua 
ton later meeting, 

NATIONl\LITY Aqr 
It was reported that tho Nationality Act of 1940, in t erms of which 

naturalized American citizens in Palestine -would l ose their citizenship if' the.Q' . 
failed to return t o the U ,S ,A. • by October 14, 1942, had been alllended by Con&ra~:s . 
and the return period had been extended for a further t"° years, 
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Mr. Rehabiah Lewin-Eptein had been active in Washington in obtaining the 
passage of this bill. ~ppeciation was expressed by the Committeefo~ his efforts . 
It was also <iecided to write a letter of thanks to Mr. Phil Levy who ood been 
ver,r helpful in the matter. 

BALFOUR CELEBRATION ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. Neumann reported that tho following plans were being carried out in 
connection with the Balfour Anniversarya 

1. A statement had been drawn up for signature by Senators and Oongreeemen 
recording their support of the objects of the Decla~ation.(00~1 attached) 

2. A delegation of r abbis was being planned to call on the State Department 
in connection with the Balf'our Declaration, if possible on Mr. Hull . The dele•· 
gation would be representetive of the different rabbinical organizati ons. 

3. Arrangements were being made for s,ecial publicity in the press. fhe 
New York Ti.mes had sent one of its p~incip feat vxe writers to interview 
Dr. Weizmann. Acong other papers wbich would f eature the anniversary would be­
PM, Tribune, World--'l'elep.ram, :r)aily News; also Free World, People's War, Asia, 
Liberty, Paradci.Coluonists woo had expressed their interest included Mr. Sims, 
Dorothy Thompson and Mr. Niver. 

4. A special progr am had been arranged on the Noi7tbwestern University 
radio forum. 

5. Arrqnr,ements were also going ahead for the meetinG in Carnegie Hall. 
There was some possibility that this might be held in joint sponsorship with the 
Free World associati on and the Lea;zue of Nations Association. 

6. Arrangements had not yet been completed for a speaker for the occasion. 

7. A specialppres3 book was being prepared which will contain suggested 
articles, editorials, l etter a-to--th~- ec!:l.tor s and special news items for use 
locally by constituent Zionist grcaos throughout the country. 

8. J~n Interfaith Service was to be held at Temple B~nai Jeshurun. 

RESOLUTION OF .a .F. OF L, OM PALESTI~lE 

Mr. Wertheim r eported on the recent convention of the Ar!., in Toronto. A 
resolution submitted to the Federation 'by the Poole Zion had been unaniDouRly 
adopted (text of r esolution atitached) . The presence of ropresentetives of tae 
J ewish Labor CoIDLlittee had soaewhat complicated the position, but Mr. Green 
personally had assured acceptance of the r esolution. • • 

It was agreed that a letter from the Committee be addressed to Mr. Green 
as Chairman of the AFL to express our appreciation of the action. 

CONFEREilOE ON NEAR Eli§TEnN MATTERS 
Mr. Neumann said that he wos anxious to arrange a conference on Nenr 

Eastern matters in connection with the illl:ltitute of World Econooics of which 
Louis Lorwin is the heod. Mr. Lo?'\dn is also eoonomic advisor to the National 
Besources Planning Board, The Institute possesses the necessary meohaniem tc, 
organize such a conference , which would not cost the Emergency Oo.;unittee mor E. tl.atJ 
troo.oo 1n nl.l. This expenditure was approved. 
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~qlfilfflQH STUDIES 

Mr. Neumann reported that certain volunteers in Washington were working 
on documents on .ilme:::-;tcan official policy in Pal.estine, particularly durir.~ and 
at the end of the last war. It was hoped that a treatise, ond possibly a shcrt 
book

1 
,,iould be prepared on this subject. In addition, there was some possibili+y 

of .Prof. Oarl Friedr ic~ head of the School of Government at Harvard, being 
willing to write a book on the whole ques~ion. 

I t was agreed that a book by Frof. Friedr.ich.. would be very valuable ar.d 
that any necessary expenditur e in that connectlon be authorized . I t was also 
repor ted that a study is being undertaken of what is being said in America and 
in England of the dlsposi·tion after the war of 11dependent areas 11

, It was im­
portant that we should know the trend of thought o# t~ose concerned with these 
matters . Such a report would becirculated and perhaps published, and a Mr. 
Graeber was being employed as a research worktr on this task. In expenditure 01' 

not more thnn $200 was approved. 
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MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEEl'INO 
AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Thursday, Octcbe~, 29, 1942. 

There was a special meeting of the Office Committee on Thursday, 
October 29, 1942 at 6t30 p.m. at 41 ~. 42nd Street. 

PRESENT• Judge Levinthal, presidingJ Mr .. Szold, Dr. Wise , Dr. Goldstein, 
Mr. Bublick, Rabbi Gold, Mr. Greenberg, Mr. WertheimJ Mesdames Jacobs, 
Epstein, Pool. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Lourie1 Mr. Weisgal. 

INVITATION TO AMERICAN-SOVIET QOMQREAA 

It was agreed that the Committee accept an invitation to send a representa­
tive to the meeting of the .American-Soviet Congress on November ?-8th, and 
Dr. Goldstein was nominated. 

Mr. Weisgal referred to a number of invitations received by Dr. WeizmaM 
in connection with various activities inspired by friends of Soviet Russia. It 
was the view of those present that each such matter must be considered on its 
merits and that for example a tribute to Soviet resistance in the form ef a scroll 
to be signed by a million Americans should be supported, but on the other hand an 
invitation to be associated with the letter ,in the Freiheit be declined. 

ARAB--,TEWISH HflcAIIONS QQMMlfl:hifi 

A report of the sub-committee as submitted to the Office Committee vas 
sgnin presented to the meeting. Mrs. Pool said that the question of the future 
of the Arab J ewish Relations Committee had been reopened before a full National 
Board meeting of Hadasssh. The position had been maintained that Hsdasssb contin­
ue its ..ork in which the Emergency OOllllllittee be intited to psrticioate. As regards 
budget, in answer to sn inquiry, Mrs. Pool stated that last year i4,500 had been 
spent on the 1,10rk of the At-ab Jewish Relations Ooznuittee. It was proposed to 
dontinue to spend at least that amount again. 

The present membership of the •rab Jewish Relations Uommittee included• 
Mesdames JSXJobs, Benjamin, Ot'eenberg, Halprin,Pool, Rosensohn, Schoolman, Edith 
Bukspan Silvdrsteint Doctors Salo Baron, I.B. Berkson, A. Hal.kin, Oscar Janowslcy, 
Emanuel Neumann, Moshe Perlmann, le.x Schloeseinger. ~ould the lilnergency Commit­
tee decide to participate in the ~~rk of the sub-committee, it would be entitled 
to add members as it sew fit. Mrs .. Pool emphasized that the function of the eub­
committee wee stluey andnnot political action. 

Mr. Neutlsnn said that he was a member of the Committee and found that 
its discussions were well attended and serious, usetul material had been gathered 
from time to time, and he thought that vi.th limited resources it had been doing a 
useful job. He raised the question, however, as to whether it was procedurally 
appropriate for the Emergency Committee to sponsor the Arab~ewish Relations 
Committee with Hadasaaa. 

Dr. Goldstein said that Hadasssh wcs to be commended for doing a fine 
piece of work, but he still believed that constitutional and formal consideration~ 
made joint sponsorship inadvisable, 



• 
- 2-

Mrs. Eptein said that the ecstion 'taJc11n .. ,b1- ·Hadassah had been due to the .t's:;_:i .... 
ure of the Ecargeney Oomm.itt.ee to act. The Hadasssh nosition as e~-pressed by 
Mrs. Pool was r -iasonable. This was a mat·i;er wh:!cn co::icer:1ec! all a:,d ahouJ.d r.ave tho 
direction of 8.1.1 groups. As to the proposed s1.:t--up, the matt.Jr hAd a history wh:..<.h 
could not be disregarded. 

Dr. Ooldmnnn snid that logical~y Dr . Oclc!stelu was right , but the fact wao 
that en Arab-J'<.1wish Relations Ocmmit·tue was in e.<ci.3~.:nue . Harlassah would not ju1:1t 
hand it over. He did not believe in a study of a S1i.b j,;,ot of this kind unrelated to 
political action, and accordingly -cnought that it was oHrt- of the Emergency Oom­
mittee1s llunctions to interest insclf in this oatter. Had. P.ndas~eh agreed, in 
addition to tho apoointment of additionnl: members, to that of a co--chaiman, he 
v.ould have been in favor of Mrs. Poo11s proposal . M:.-s. ?ool said that tho chair­
man wouJ.d be responsible to the Eriergoncy Col!ll?li tt&e and wo,1.ld get directions and be 
under the control of the Cocoittoc. Mrs . Jacobs &aid shd did not cnre ·-who rlid the 
work but that it was work that must be done. Tho subject could not be evaded or 
avoided. 

Dr. Wise snid that if the bommittee was for etl!dy pu.rpos&s only and · wouJ.d 
not bo froe to act witr.:,ut the approval of th.: 'i!!marg-.)IIL'f Co~1::1:lttoe, he moved that 
the proposa1 be accepted that the Emergoncy Oommitt..:.:; appo:.n~ .:..ir,::.-esentotives to 
serve on the Arab-Jewish Relations Committee and thut it 1:,,:3 :cP-uponsible fll.so to the 
Ecergency Committee. • 

The proposal was cro-ried, with Dr. Goldst ein v..:icing against. 

PEl•EQATION TO P M,ESTINE 

Dr. Ooldeann had beer. F9quostod to take up th~ mtttt~r of a delegation to 
Palestine with tho parties. He had had an opporr.uoity of dieci•.se~ the matter with 
Poale Zion and Mizrachi and felt that in view vf th., acceptew.:e of the Biltmore 
program, there was no urgent nae.d, so f o.r as nol iticel is:r<les we:-e concerned, for 
a delep.ation. In their vtew the delegation ehouln uons$st of four members- one 
from eaeh party. If this were not possible, the l"or..lo Zion a-:id Mizx-achi did not 
e.gree thot the totality of American Zionism could bi:, rernosenttid by one or two 
delegl'.tas. As r egailds the general Zionists, the vi.iw taken was that as it was 
highly u.nllkoly that four oriorities would be ob·te.inabl~ , a small del.::igati on of 

. two should go- one -,f those to be Mr. Szold. 

Dr. OoldcflD!l elso renorted that the Executive in Jerusalom Md urp;ed 
Dr. Weizmann Md himself to come to i'alestine, but that Dr. Wlalizmann had cabled 
that hie hea1th made it inadvisable to go before the spring. ~s for himself, 
Dr. Ooldmcnn had not yet come to nny decision. Dr. Weizcann had al so cabled to 
Jerusslem suggesting that Mr. Shertok shouJ.d pay a visit to lunerica. 

Mr. Szold expressed the viow that if the Emergency Committee could not 
come to a dooision on sending one or two people to Palestine on their merits, it 
was being reduced to futility. There was no doubt about the desirability of e. 
direct interchanGe ot information and opinions. If .. agreer.ient coulkl not be reached, 
the matter shouJ.d not be wrapped up in exauses but~houJ.d be frankly said toot for 
partisan r oe.sons nothing Cl)uJ.d be done. Mrs. Epetein aereed, but acded that in ar::; 
case she believed a delegation of one inadequate. Ba~bi Ool.d said he wns surpris~..:. 
th.P.t Mr. Szold had spoken with such warmth. Possibly it was desirable that there 
shouJ.d be no parties, but faots must be accepted. Ha had tho greatest confidence 
in Mr. Szold himself as e. Member of the delegation, but believed that there were 
some a~_peots which e. Mizre.chi representative would be more competent to invest!­
gete. There wss no reftson why the ditferant parties shouJ.d not semcldelegates of 
their own, but if a delegation were to be sent by the Committee, it should~ 
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representetive or the Oommittee. 

Mr. Werthe:illl sllid thl.tt 1n the ordinary way majority rulo governed the 
acti~ne of the OOllllllittee- e.g. in regard to m~tters of policy. The Committae 
hcd been set uo nee bo~ ~o deal with the emerguncy situP.tion, but when it came 
to sending a r epresentative delegation of &mericen Zionism, different conside:r­
ntions not arisinr- out of the emergency epPlied. He referred to the situation 
which had arisen 1n the Keren Hayesod where, owinr, to what in his view westhe 
nnrtisen ettitudo of the Oonerel Zionists , r .:ipresentr.tivus •) f two of the pe.rties 
ht>d resif!;ll.'.ld, Ho fe.iled to soe why sutidenly the Oener el Zionists 1n the Emergen­
cy Committee claimed t.:, be non-partisan in contrast with tha others. 

Mrs. Jacobs arid thrt losic ws on the side of the '>t'.rtiee, but that life 
must be teken into account. It was not a question of selection on a nnrty basis­
if a Mizrnchi renresont rtive was more suitable he shoulc ~o. Careful judgement 
llUst be directed to consirler~ who would be the best cendidate in the ciroUm­
stnnces, 

Mr. Bubllck pointedout thrt there were three. 1,arties and oot four, e.nd 
urged th~t the different nnrties looked at Pr.lestino fro~ different points of 
view. 

Judge ~ovinthe.J. oointed out thRt when Mr, Ben-Ourion came to America 
he did not bring ~ith him representatives of Poale Zion or Mizrachi, It wes merely 
a question of sending over represante.tives on metters ofcomoon inter~st. 

Mr. Greenberr, snid theta ree.lly ropresent~tive dele~e.tion should contain 
perhaps fiftaen oersons , but that this was not possible at this time. As a fact, 
we could probably not send more than two deler,e.tos. There were two matters on 
which it was necessary to exchan#e informati..>n • • one , political matters includ­
inr. the work in ..morica and the situation in Palustine, and the other- economic 
problems, ~. g. America's contribution in tOlll!ls of orivate Rnc public capital. 
Tha dabgl\tds we send should go out as experts on thesa matters, not speaking for 
the nerties es such but on their personal merits to exchange r.nd obtain informa­
tion. 

It was finru.ly agreed that the matter be referred back to the or gani­
zations. 

TRANSIT OF REFtJOEi!i CHILDIBN THRU IRAQ _ 

Mrs. Pool said thet in rer,ard t ,, the me.tter of th.lee childr,m now in 
Teheran, it land been r equestad thl'.t no del e~ntion cru;.1 on tha ~tnto Depertment 
without the inclusion of a tadessah ro~resentative. Nov they hlld been informed 
that in the course of a conversE.:tion with Dr. 'll'ise and Dr. Oolc1lllann, Mr. Sumner 
Welles had snid that the intervention of the &:iericrn government in Bagdad had 
been reJected and the visas refused. This was the first that Hac'iasse.h had heard 
of it. She felt it unfortunate that Hs.dassAh representatives had not been 
present, Hac~ssah went on a ourej.¥ humanite.rinn basis, end she beli13Ved th~t int 
that capacity they mi~ht hllve contributed to the che.nces of success. Mrs. ?ool 
edded that Mr. Myron Taylor had been nnoroached and he said ho would be glad to 
talce un the matter with the Stt>.te Department with a view to hl.tving it re-
oponed with the Iraquis. Hadasse.h also pro1:x>sed to send e deleRation to 
•ashiru;ton to include a ~aker and a ~uber of tbe Intergovernmental Committee 
on Refugees to see the Minister of Iraq. Miss 'warburg wns el.so se'3ing Mr. Farid. 
or the Standard Oil in re11srd to certnin economic nsnects. 



Dr. Goldmann said that he had been asked many weeks ago by cable from the 
Executive to intervene in regard to- a) transifiethrou~h Iraq, and alternatively 
b) possibility of getting planes to transportlc:uJ.dren. He and Mr. Bon-Ourion 
htid seen Mr. Borla on other matters and had t,a!{cn h:ie opportunity of raisinll: the 
question with him, The matter had been ur11:ed nurely on the humanitarian basis 
a.nd though there was also a larg&r question of transit for the adult refugees in 
Iraq and not only the children, Mr. Berlo had said he wou11..d cable immediately to 
Iraq and to Jerusalem, Unfortunately Mr. Berle had &Pp,1 rently failed to carry 
out his undertaking, Dr, Wise and he had subsequently seen Mr. Welles and urged 
i\merican intervention, again on hulllmdtarian rrounds. Mr. Welles immediately 
agreed to intervene and we had subsequently learned that the State Department 
had takon the matter up in Bagdad on t"'° occasions, Under these circumstances 
we had gotten from the State Department all that could be expected at this stage 
so far as a direct inte?'V'ention was concerned, The State Department would not 
break off relations with Iraq on a matter of this kind, Whether hadassah had 
been present or not, no stronger action could have been hoped for on their part. 
Had a sreoial delegation been organized to go to the state Department, hadassah 
would certainly have been included, but that was not the case here, nor could a 
special delegation be arranged to take up every matter that arose, 

Dr. Goldxnann assured Mrs. Fool that Hadassah would be consulted in all 
cases where action affecting Hadassah interests might arise. He also thought 
that the proposal mentioned by Mrs. Pool of a <lelegation of innuential Americans 
to the Iraq Consul was valuable and should be puis~ad, 

DEPARTURE OF MR, W@SWORrH FOR NEAP EAB'r 

~. Neumann reported on efforts which had been made to get into touch with 
ar. Wadsworth before his departure the followmg Monday for Beirut , 

QQNVJMAIION WITH MR, wrt,I,KJE 

A report was given on a conversation which a Zionist friend had had with 
Mr. Willkie on his return from abroad. Mr. Willkie 1e approach was sppathetic, 
particularly in regard to the need for Jewish immigr ati on. 

BALFOUR DAY CELEBRATION 
Mr. Neumann reported further on preparations for the observance of 

Balfour Day, A special re~ort will be prepared for distribution later. 
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MIHUTr.s Of OmoE QOMMITTQ M,..,CB""IT""'ING 

AKWQAN BMPOPIQY OOMMITM FOR ZIONIST Af'FUBS 
November 10, 1942. 

A meeting ot the Office Ocmmittee of the American Emergency Committee for 
Zionist J.tfairs was held on Tuesday-, November 10 at 4t30 p.m. at 41 E. 42nd Street. 

PB!§E?lrt Mr. 8zolid,(presid1ng), Mr. Cruso, Mrs. Jacobs, Rabbi lowalsq, Mr. Lipsky 
Mrs. Pool, Mrs, Shullllan. 

B7 invitationl Mias Gisela Warburg. 

Mr. Lourie, Mr, Neumann. 

llifiZBJROiB' s STATll)JENT ON ZIONISM 
A discussion too~ place on action to be taken in refutation or Mr.Sulzberger' 

speech as reported in the New York Times of November 6th. The question of a public 
protest meeting had been considered, end various members of the Committee had been 
consulted by telephone but had advised negatively. It was pointed out that (l) the 
statement by Senators and Congressmen reaffirming support of the Balfour Declaratt:n 
would be readJ for release in the near future, and that ( ~ .. ,he answer by over 700 
rabbis to the statement of the anti-Zionist rabbis was likewise due to be published 
shortly, and that these two statements wuld eerve in some measure to counter the 
impression made by Mr. &lzberger, It was agreed in addition that letters be 
written to the Times by a number ot persons, including-it was suggested- Rabbi 
Shulman as a leading reformed rabbi. 

SQOPUS PUBLISHING CO. 

The request of the Scopu.s Publishing Compan)' for a grant of t2500 to subsidize 
publication of a book of Parliamentary speeches on Zioniem was refused. 

BF:Stlli WORE; BX PR, OBtSBER 

The Committee authorized a t'urther expenditure up to t200 in coMeotion with 
certain resurtlh entrusted to Dr. Graeber on behalf df the Committee. Dr. Graeber 
had previously collaborated with .Dr. Friedrich on the book "Jews in a Gentile 
World II and had been requested to p·x"l,&e a paper on aooial and economic needs among 
the iLrtbs. It was suggested that Mr, Moshe Jlerlman might alao be made use of in 
this connection. 

It was agreed to postpone to the following meeting a report or the trip of 
Mr. Szold, Mr, Brodie and Mr. Neumann to the TV.A.,whlt,h had been arranged 1n connec­
tion with a far-reaching sch8111e for Palestinian development. 

PUBLIQ BW,ITIQHB 

Mr. Neumann reported the followings 

l. That 7&2 orthodox, reformed, and conservative rabbis had given theii 
support to the -statement in response to that of the anti-Zionist rabbis, and publi­
ctt7 would be given to this in the coming week. A number ofrabbis had refused to 
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allow their namee to be used on the ground that the condemnation had not gone 
far enough. 

(2) So far 50 Senators and 150 Congressmen had signed the Balfour Day 
statement. 

(3) A telegram from Secretary of State Hull received subsequently to the 
Balfeur Da1 meeting had been released to the press. It indicated a more posi­
tive attitude to Zionist aims than the rather colorless statement released in 
connection with the delegation to the Secretary of State of the heads of the 
rabbinical associations. It was suggested that Mr. Hull's was the first state­
ment specifically aaaociatbgthe State Department with the endorsements by 
successive Presidente of the Balfour Declaration, and as such was of significancs 

(I) Negotiations were still proceeding with Professor F. of Harvard with 
regard to the publication of a book on American official policy on Zionism. 

(5) A Conference of Christian Olero.men on Palestine was being arranged ,,., 
_.. for some day in December, It was agreed that an expenditure of $350 for a 

luncheon in this connection, be authorized, 

(6) A meeting of Chinese and Hindus interested in the Zionist movemen~ 
is to be held in the offices of the Emergency Committee on Tuesday evening next, 

f7) Invitations to members of the Committee to attend the forthcoming 
corfe rence of the Federation of International Oroupments was being arranged. 

REFUGEE CHILDREN IN IRAN 
Miss Warburg reported on the various efforts which had been made to se­

cure Iraqi.an traasit visas for 600 Polish children who had come from Russia to 
Iran and for whom Palestine certificates were available. Thus far, despite rep­
resentations bf the British and American governments, the Iraqian government per­
sisted in its refusal to grant transit visas to these children. The Polish 
Ministry in Washington had also interceded with Nuri Said, the Prime Minister of 
Iraq on behalf of the children. 

A cable had been received trom the Executive in Jerusalem suggesting 
that publicity ge given to the refusal of Nur1 Said to grant the transit visas 
to the children. 

After some discussion it was agreed that action through diplomatic 
channels having failed, publicity be given to the matter • .Also that it be pur­
sued in other directions, including further representations to the State Dept. 
It was also proposed that the effort to secure air transportation for the 
children be further pursued. Hadasse.h would work together "'1th the Fmergency 
Committee on the matter of publioitf, 

MISS SZOLD'S BIRTHDAY 
Mrs. Pool reported that the National Board of Hadasse.h had decided to 

ask Mr. Willlcie to speak on a national radio broadcast on the occasion of 
Miss Szold1s birthda11n December. 

It was suggested that caution be exercised lest Mr. Willkie, wpo 
apparently had it in mind to talk on ~alestine at some suitable opportunitf, 
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limit hilllaelt to a speech on Mias Szold1a birthdaf in lieu of a Zionist speech 
ot wider political illlplicationa. It was also agreed that since Mr. WtJJk:te was 
probablf inundated with invitations from various Zionist organizations it would 
be wise to have some sort of clearing arrangement for such invitations, and the 
cooperation of Mr. Herman Shulman was invoked in this connection. 

PW:EAUIPM TO ?AJ:F§TINE 

Mrs. Pool reported that the Executive Committee of Hadassah f elt that even 
before the personnel of the proposed delegation to Palestine was decided u~on, 
terms of reference should be set up, and road a list of subjects 'tlhich might be ·· 
included within the scope of the delegation's inquiry. 

Mr. Szold pointed out in this connection that it must be remembered that 
the delegation should not be bound in any way, nor make any commitments while in 
Palestine. He said that if the terms of reference as presented by Hadassah were 
suggestions they might be acceptable, but if the1 implied commitments the1 would 
destroy the whole purpose of the delegation. 

Mrs. Pool said that Hadaseah had not meant to bind the delegation in any 
way, but merely to make clear the subjects which they should explore. 

Mr. Szold reported the.the had lean informed of an invitation to 
Mr. Shertok to come to the United states extended by Dr. Weizmann. He suggested 
that Dr. Weizmann be asked his opinion on the relationship between Mr. Shertok1s 
visit here and the proposed delegation of Americans to Palestine, He thought that 
the matter should be on the agenda of the Emergeno7 Committee for discussion. 

Thia was agreed. 
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MINUTES OF omOE Q(»(MITTEE MOOING 

AMffiIPAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAU3$ 

December 15;, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Alllericnn Elllergency Committee for 
Zionist ~ffairs wns held on Monday, December 16 nt 2ti50 p.m. 

Presentt Mr, Szold( presiding), Mr. Oell.J:ian, Dr. Ooldstein, Mra. Halprin, 
Mrs. ~ncobs, Mrs. lool, Rabbi Silver, Mr. Wertheim, Dr, Wise, 

Dr. OoldoanJJf Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr, Weisgal. 

il!ERIQAN OOUNOIL FOR JUDAISM 

The organizntion of a new body to be cnlled the American Council for Judaism 
by a group of anti-Zionist rabbis was reported. Reference was mnde to the account 
which hlld appenred in the Independent Jewish Press Service, of the proceedings nt. 
prellminnry meetings which had led to the formation of this body, There was some 
discussion as to the desirability of giving publicity to certain matters contained 
in this account. As reAards the question of action by the Eciergency Committee 
in response to the establishment of the new organization, it was decided• 

a) That a communication be addressed from the organizations to their chapters 
reportin~ on the formation of the .American Council for Judaism and asking that fl 
watchful eye be kept on any developments in connection therewith in local 
communities. 

b) That a statement be prepared on behalf of the Committee for issuance to 
the ~ngle-J'ewish and Yiddish ~ress, 

c) Thnt s sub-committee be set up to consider further action. In this con­
nection it was su~~ested that an all..Jewish conference should be cnlled, possibly 
in Baltimore or thiladelphia. 

BOOK BY BABBI FEtIER 
On the recommend.E\tion of Mrs, Jacobs it was agreed that the book JIWey a . 

Jewish State" by Rabbi Leon Feuer should be given wide distribution amongst the 
leaders of Americnn public opinion. It was agreed that tl.000 be provided for 
this purpose and also that individual organizations should be urged to promote the 
distribution of the book. 

AMERICAN JEWISH CQMJ,lITTJ!lfd 

Dr. Wise reportad an oral communication from Mr. Wertheim, President of 
the American Jewish Committee, as followsl 

Mr.Wertheim said he had been asked by his Cocunittee to inform Dr. Wise 
that the American Jewish Committee wa :no• prepared to a~ree to a bi-lateral 

statement. There had been a decision to recommend to the aruwal meeting of the 
American Jewish Committee in January the adoption of a unilateral statement. 
Mr, ~ertheui said he believed that Dr. Wise would be pleased with the statement, 
but he could not at this time inform him of its content. Mr. Wertheim added that 
he personally would urge that the Zionists also issue e unilateral statement mnk­
in~ clear the ' interprntion which they attach to the terms• "nation," 
"nationality," people, etc. 
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Oonsiderable discussion followed as to whether an official written communi­
cati2n should not be addressed to Mr. Wertheim plac~ on record the termination 

··of negotiations, end indicating that the Emergency Committee regarded itself as 
free to take whatever action it might deem desirablo to secure the unity of 
American Jevry on a comlllon platform. 

Among the poihts made in the course of the discussion were that it) • 
Mr. Wertheimfs communication to Dr. Wise, though oral, was entirely ofticial and 
not informal, 2) that efter a year and a half of negotiations, it would have been 
an act of courtesy on the part of the American Jewish Oommittee to inform the 
Zionist members of the joint sub-committee in advance on the contents of their 
proposed unilateral statement, and ZI) that a written communicAtion from Dr. Wise 
to Mr. Wertheim might create the wrong im!>ression and lead to the interpretation 
thet it wes we and not they who bad terminated the discussions, and thnt this would 
strengthen the hands of the Anti-Zionist elements in the ~merican J ewiah 00m9ittee 
It was finnl.ly decided that Dr. liise take up the matter orally with Mr. Wertheim 
and that later a minute of the conversation bet-ween Dr. Wise and Mr. Wertheim might 
be sent to h1m as a matter of record. 

PUBLIQ ffl:Kf!ONS 

v Mr. Neumann rer>orted the followingl 

lfhe Office Oommittee had approved in principle the idea of having 
Frof. rl Friedrich of Harvard write a book on American official policy with 
regar to Palestine. Dr. Friedrich estimat~d that the expenses in connection with 
the nreparation of the manuscript ...-ould be ts,ooo. He had also informed 
Mr. Neumann that other commitments made it impossible for him to get started for 
the next six weeks, and asked whether it was desired that he get someone in his 
place if be mif!:bt not be immediately available. The book as planned by 
Dr. Friedrich would be divided into five sections as follows• 

a. Brier back-ground before the first World War. 
b. Up to the Balfour Declaration and the repudiation of the Wilsonian ideal. 
o. Isolationism, 
d. Rise of Nazis and progressive deterioration of League of Nations up to 

1939. 
e. Ourrent ·J)l'Ogressive thinking leading to a return of American participa­

tion in world affairs. 

In addition to the expenditure of $5,000 for the manuscript, it was esti­
mated that an additional tsoo would have t o be expended as a guarantee to the 
publisher. There was S(.)llle discussion es to whether in view of the limited budget 
available so large a 8\1111 should be spent on a single item. It vas decided to 
postpone a decision until it wuld be possible to conshier the matter in the 
perspective or a general plan of work and that Mr. Neumann discuss further with 
Professor Friedrich the proposal for preparation of en extended outline of the book. 

2. Professor Harlow informed Mr. Neumann that he did not want e.ny compensa\ol ./ 
tion for the bo ~k he vas oreparing on ZioniSIII and the Christian publicJ he wished 
to volunteer his services as one devoted to the cause. 

3. Mr. Neumann and Mrs. ,acobs reported briefiy on the Conference of membe:-A • 
of the Christian clergy which had met on Monday, December 1,. They said it was 
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a s+.imolating and heartening gatberinp,. The spirit and the intellectual content of 
the. papers read and of the discussions had been of a hip:h order. 

There had been discussion at the Conference as to a permanent organization 
to be kno'll!l as the Christian Oouncil on ralestine. The matter of a budget for 
this organization is to be further discussed - it was estil:lated that it would be 
between four onn five thousand dollars annually. 

A voto of thanks we.11 eatended to Rabbis Milton Steinberg and l'hillp 
Bernstein for their efforts in oonneoti~n with tho OhristiM clergy. 

~ list of those who participated is to be sent t o the members of the 
Office Oommittee. It was proposed to request Bishop Poling to join the orge.nizSA,1 
tion. 

4. The "Tribune" Sunday supplement "This 'Week" carried an article on Palestine 
by Emil Lengel. 

Mrs. Pool reported that the "Times" will carrr on article in a forthcoming 
Sunday issue on the work of Dr. lligler in Palestine. 

MfflINOS 
The next meeting is to be on Thursday, December 17, at 2130 p.m. 

lQiiREN HAYF'.SOP 

Mr. Wertheim requested thAt the matter of the dispute bet-ween the Poale 
Zion and the Keren Hayesod be put on the agenda of an early meeting. 

• 

• 
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MtNtm;S OF OFFICE QOMMITT&E 

AMERICAN EMEROENQX OQMMlftfiti FQR ZIQNisr AFFAIRS 

December 17, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergenc:y Committee for Zionist 
Affairs was held on December 17, 1942. 

p 8fll1ffl' I Mr. Szold, (presiding), Mrs. Epstein, Rabbi Oold, Mr.Greenberg, 
Mr. Gellman, Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. Pool, Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise, 
Judg!3 Levinthal (later). 

Dr. OoldmannJ Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann. 

The Chairman proposed that the Office Committee agenda be devoted to broad 
issues of policy rather than methodologies. Mr. Neumann, in this connection; 
reported that the sub-committee had not yet met, but that he 
had pre?ared a nucber of quastions for consideration. 

Mr. Szold thought the Office Committee should sit in more or less contiJ1J; 
uous session to eonsider these broad problems. 

It was decided to devote December 26 to an all day meeting and Mr. Neumann's 
agenda is to be circulated to the Office Committee. 

QRQANIZATION COMMITTEE 
Mr. Szol4 reported that the sub-committee on organization was engaged in 

preparing its recommendations. ~s an interim proposal it redo!nmended that 
·Mr. Shul.J;ian be invited to eerte as chairman of the public relations committee and 
that he attend meetings or the Office Committee without vote. This recommendation 
was accepted. 

"&lfflBTPAN OOUNQIL P'QR JUDAISM" 

Mr. Lourie read a statement which had been prepared for the Anglo-Jewish 
press. It was agreed to release this for publication. The matter of a statement 
for the general press was left for consideration by the sub-co1I1C1ittee appointed to 
consider action in regard to the rorri,ation of the Jimerican Council for Judaism. 

AM&;RICAN JEWISH OQMMfflEE 
Dr. Wise reported a meeting with Mr. Wortheim, as follows• 

He and Dr. Goldmann had seen Mr. Wertheim in Washington on Dececber 16 and 
had told him that Dr. Wise had reported to the Office Committee the conversation hEI 
hlld had with Mr. Wertheim the previous week in Washington. The Office Committee 
was surpriaed that it ood not received a written communication from Mr. Wertheim 
ottici~ informing them of the decision of the .American Jewish Committee against 
a bilaterol agreament And in favor of the issuance ot a unilateral atateoant of it,;. 
own. To this Mr. Wertheim replied · thtlt he had thought it more r.dvisable to intorl'J 
Dr. Wise infonnall:y and orally about the decision, instead of mting formal lett~. 

• 
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lt had furthor been indicnted to kr. Wertheim there was a feeling amongst 
the members of the Emergency Committee that it '#Ould at the least, after a year anl 
a half of negotiations, • • • • • • :· • •• ,, ,. 
have been an act of courtesy on the part of the Negotiating Committee of the 
Acerican Jewish Committee to have shown us the text of their proposed uni-lateral 
statement before it was made public, To this Mr. wertheim replied that since the 
Exeoutive of the iwO did not yet know whether the -"nnual Conference -would endorse 
the statement, they felt it better to keep it secret until it wuld have received 
the approval of the Annual Conference. 

Dr. Wise then told Mr, Werbheim that he had intended writing him a letter 
on the subject, but that the Office Committee of the Emergency Comtlittae felt th.at 
i.nAS111uch as Mr, Wertheim had delivered his message orally, it might be better that 
Dr, Wise also cOIIIDUnicate with hi.I!! orelly, Dr. Wise thereupon r,3ad to Mr, Wertheim 
the followiniz letter 'Which it had planned to send html 

( DRAFT) 
Mr. Maurice Wertheim, President 
Americlln Jewish Committee 
386 Fourth Avenue 
New York,N,Y, 

Dear Mr. Wertheim• 

December 15, 1942, 

I have submitted to the Nnerican Emergency Committee for Zionist iffairs 
at its meeting on December 16\h, the verbal communication which you made 
to me at your 'liashington home on December 8th. I reported that the 
American Jewish Committee will, nt its annual meeting in January, consider 
the issuance of a unilateral statement that -would deal with the matters 
discussed by our joint negotiating committee for more than• year. The 
Smergency Committee believes that the issuance of a unilateral statement by 
the American Jewish Committee implies a terminL\tion of those negotiations 
which, it was expected, would lead to a bilateral agreement, 

I submitted, further, your personal. nnd ~official suggestion that the 
:·. Zionists issue a statement coincident with tha statement ot the American 

Jewish Committee. It is the unanimous Judgment or the Emergency Committee 
that any statement to be issued by us in this connection, can be considered 
only a~er mi eXllDination of the unilateral statement or the J..merican Jewish 
Comc:dttee, 

I am directed by the Emergency Oorllllittee to inform you that in view of the 
unilateral action proposed by the American Jewish Committee, the Zionists 
consider themselves free to take such action a seems advisable in winning 
the supnort of Jimerican Jewry to its prol?l"SIJ • 

In con~lusion, may I exnress, both for myself and on behalf of the Emergency 
Committee, our deep appr~ciation or your unremitting efforts in soeJ:ing to 
unite American Jewry on a C()l!U:IOn platform, 

Faithfully yours~ 

After the letter had been read, Mr, Wertheim said he too thought it bett<,~· 
thet Dr, Wise should not write him a formal letter and that he- was taking note 
of this oral oommunioation. 
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we dtated to ld.r. WeTtheiJn the.t the Emergency Committee would now consider 
itself free to talte any action deemed advisable to get the support of American 
Jewry for Zionist demandst Mr. Wertheim replied thnt the Emergency Committee was, 
in his opinion, absolute~ free to take such action. 

Mr. Wertheim then eX'f)ressed his conviction that the unilateral statement of 
the lmericon Jewish Committee vould be satisf~ctory to the Emergency Committee, and 
urged veey strong~ that the Emergency Committee issue a statement of its own con­
taining n definition of "n&tionaliso.ll Dr. Wise and Dr. Ooldmann stated that they 
had n.o eutoont, .to ocnnmit the Diiergeno, Commit.tee in this re.peet.· 

They then asked whether the AJO had given consideration to a possible resump­
tion of ne~otiations after the issuP,nce of their unilateral statement. To this 
Mr. Wertheim replied that the matter had neither been discussed nor decided upon 
and would depend upon the reaction of the Zionists to their statement and on the 
attitude of the. inoom~ President of the American Jewish Committee. 

ASIA LEAGUE 
Dr. Wise urged that any Zionist participati-Jn in the SLsia Leape be given the 

most careful consideration. It was decided to discuss the matter with Dr. Weizmann. 

QHRI~TIJN COUNCIL FOR PJ!I:E~.l.NS 

Mr. Neumann said thnt in the light of the establishment of a spmcifica~ 
anti-Zionist body, the work of the Christian Council assumed ape ciel impo,:-tanoe; j 
It vould be necessary to allocate an emount up to 86,000 for the work of the Council 
Dr. Atkinson was enthusiastic and ready to go ahead without delay. It was agreed 
that the 111t1.tter should be refereed t o Rabbis Steinberg and Bernstein, and Mr. 
Neumann and Mr. Shulman, end that the question of an appropriation be brought beck 
t o the Committee at an ear~ dfd>e. \ l~ \,I 

~ "-\ 
BOOK BY PRQrESSQR FRIEDRICH \-' 

Mr. Neumann reported e further conversation with Professor Friedrich or 
Harvard who had confirmed that it was not certain that he vould be able to undertale 
the vork in any event before another six weeks, '-s regards the suggesti0n that he 
should malte available t o us en extended outline of the proposed work, Prof, Friedr:Sdl 
said thAt he did not }moy if he could even devote himself to tld,a at the moment. 
The question or financing the wrk had been raised and Mr, Neumann bad informed him 
that the Committee was inclined t o have such a study made and that the matter had 
to be considered in relation to the rest of the budget. Prof'.. Friedrich had sug­
gested that the Committee should come to a definite decision. It was agreed that 
the matter be considered within the framework of the Committee foll.cllng a report 
of the sub-committee on organization. 

Hm and OOMMlTTEE FOR JEWISH ABMI 
It vas repcrted that the New Zionist Organizntion was aending out invitations 

to non..J'ews in connection with the establishment of a nev Committee bearing aome 
such title as "The American Oommittee tor Settlement of' Jewish Refugees." It was 
s~gested that the i)nergency Committee shoul.d give consideeation to the auggeatio~ 
for a union ot o.ll Zionist forces, 

Mr. Wertheim pointed out that the polio)' of' the World Zionist Organization 
had been apreseed in a declaration indicating rdd1neea to receive the Revieionl:••:: 
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back into the orgnnization if they in turn woulrl ucept at the so.me time the re­
sponsibilities of membership. Possibzy the Revieionistsmci~ht be included within 
the framework of the all~ewieh Conference to be called, but it was very doubtful 
whether it wo.s appropriate for one 0f the member organizations of the World 
Zi◊nist Organization to toke up in a ~eneral Wt:1¥ the questi~n of an agreement with 
tho Revisionists. l\ich an a~reeinent eeould be neP,otiated by the governing authori­
ties of theO'Tganization. It was a~reed thl>t the matter be placed on the agenda 
for fuller discussion by the Emergency Committee. 

Judge larvinthal reported on discussions which had been going on between 
representatives of the m and the Army Committee, pointing out that the mJL had 
~iven notice to the Emergency Committee sooe months a~o that they will consiner 
themselves free to pursue the matter of an arrangement with the 11..rmy Oollllllittee if 
the Emergency Committee failed to do so. Judge Levinthn.l added that no final deoi-3 
sion would be trucen without subnittt.np the matter first to the Emergency C011U:1ittee. 
He went on to say that recently the JOA had been p.iven to understend by represen­
t~tives of the Army Committee that they were AnXiOIJS t o have a cordial relationship 
with the orgnnization. There was unquestionabzy a great deal of confusion among 
the rank and file and the statements sent out by the ~ergency Committee and the 
different organizations had failed to clarify the situation. There was a good deal 
of support amongst Zionists for the work of the Army Co~ittee, The ZOA had ap­
pointed a sub-committee ilo work out a formula which was 8',lided by the desire 
1) to solve existing confusion, 2) to establish a friendly relationship and 
terminate the continual sniping by members of one body against the other, and 
3) to obtain the assurance that all ?Olitical negotiations vould be the preroga­
tive of and conducted by the official Zionist bodies and not by the Army Committee. 

NEJCI' MEE!'ING 

It was agreed that the next rooetinp; of the Committee should take plBee 
on December 22. 



• Tf' a Mr. .Arthur Lourie 

P'romc Mr. l!manuel Neumann 

December 17, 1942 

SOME Q,UESTIOMS 'IF.IQ!'. SUGG~ST !l'HEMS?;LVES FOR CONSIDERATIOlf 
IN OOlffl:ECTION ':TITH .AN ELA:SO!lAT!Ol'l OF TEE :Sir.T:!OP.E RESOLUTIONS 

------
l. What t.s tn1:ra,1t by Col!llloDwealth? Is it synonymous with StateT What degree 

of sovereignty and ind,)pende..'loe is contemplated? 

2. How do we eD.visae;e th"l defense of the Commonwealth a&ainst external 
aggression? 

~ ~ . 
3. what st.d.11 be the nature of the government of Palestine in ·the ~ansitonal 

period - Mandatory? B:1:i tieh or otherwise? .Administration by e.n int er-~ 
national com:::nisRion? Shall this transition period be of fixed or :la-­
definite duration? 

4. Jewish control of 110:nigrationt Ho'l7 is the control to be exercised and 
by whtm (Jewish Agency or Yishu.v or o:ey other bod;r)? Is Jer:ish control 
to be subject to any governing principle, such as absorptive oapaoity or 
nny other limiting factorsT w review or nppeal? !Tould '17e agree to an 
iamigration board of mixed composition; i.e.• "1th a Jewish mnjor1t7 but 
with representatives also of ~e government and of the .Aro.be? 

5. Jewish control i,f colonization end f1nonce: Row ann these tu.notions be 
exercised by the Jews without 1n effect taking over the government of 
Palestine? .'llnong the questions involved: ngrnr1on reform, rights of 
·eminent domain, tax reform, regulation of t~ff. 

6. De r.e contemplate the transfer en mosse of a lr.rge number of Jem (a~, 
50t,tot) to PeJ.estine il!llledintely r.fter the r.nr as pnrt and pnroel of 
the postwar settlement, If ao, wbl\t are the problems involved in IN.Oh 
an undertt\k:ing? lio~ do we envisci.ee their solution? 

7. Bow do we envisage the f1nn.-io1ng of the 1mn1grn.t1on nnd colonizntion 1:1 
the poatvmr period? Internn"Gioncu loan? If ao, by T:'hom and to r1hom 
exten4ed? An internal Je~1ah nntional loon T If so, 1n what 1118l1Jler Ancl 
under llhnt oond1t1~na? Privnte oapitol? Slall the PnJ.eatine t;OVernment 
be expected to n11nDe a part of the financial burden? 

• -• 
8, Internal aeauriv: Sbnll we depend upon toroea mnintnined. by the 

Mandator:, or internotional pol1oe1 Shall there be aei ~ a Jewiab..polioe 
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foroe or a lll1l1t1a? It so 1 how oonet1tuted and responsible to wbomT 

9. Ehall we say ll%l,Yth1ng regording tl:e Holy plnoee and if so precisel,y 
wbnt? 

10. 'ilbat ato.tus a.re the Arabs to hnve? (a) 1n the transition period; 
(b) under tbe Oo11111ont1ea.lth? ibnt rit;hts are they to have -- oivil Nld 
religious ri91ts, culturc.l ri~ts, recognition as an ethnic grour, some 
tonu of bi-nation~liam? 

ll. Trans-Jordan. Sbnll we be silent about it or put forwnrd proposals? 
Shall we ask for the inclusion of Trnns-Jordon in the Jewish Colllllonweo.lth 
or merel,y its open1.~g to a lilllited Jewish iumigrntion, or the str.tus qu.o? 
S.i.nll r.e nek for insurance thnt TrMa-Jordnn \':'ill not be nnne:r.ed to or 
united with Syria? 

12. :Boundaries. Do tre envisr.ge any change 1n the present bound8l7 of Pol­
eatine or of the Jewish Coonenr.-eol th in only n pl.'.rt of Palestine? Ex­
tension of the northern boundnry to the Li tc.ni lU. ver? The question of 
Jknba. 

13. Relation of Pnlestine to neighboring oountries: 
Customs union? If so, whnt conditions? If not, 
of r nlestine ton larGer regional grou~ing? 

Political federation? 
the possible relation 
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MnruTES OF QFFIQE OOMMITT)jjE 

fflEBQENQY COMMI'l"l'm FOR ZIONIST 1'FFi\IM 
December 22, 1942. 

A meet~ of the Office Committee of the AmericP.n El!lergency- Committee for 
Zionist •ffairs '<18,8 held on Tuesda.J, December 22,1942 nt 21150 p.m. 

PRi)SEm't Judge Levinthnl(preaiding), Mr. Bubllck, Mr. OellJJlan, Mrs. Hnlprin, 
Mrs. Pool, Mr. Se~nl, Mr. ShulJDan, Mr. Szolc.1 Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise. 

Dr. Ooldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal. 

By invitativnl Mr. ~iser, Mr. Sobeloff or Baltimore. 

QRQJ»iIZATION 

Mr. Szold submi~ted the following report of the sub-committee on or{?anization 
which .,,as accepted. 

REPORr OF ME:i.TINOS OF RmRC!JiNIZATION SUBltCOMMITTEE 
December 16 and 181 1942 

1. it least three Denartments shall be aet up as follows• 

-

a) Public .Relations (inclu~ various group contacts, such 
as clergymen, journalists, academic ciroles,etc.~ 

b) Resources and Pla~ Department 
(This shall be charged with preparatiun of documents and 
material for other denartmenta and shall include an 
Economic Sub-Oommittee, Ara~ewish Relations Sub-Committee, 
Poat-war pla.,:1ing, •• ; • • •• 

o) tubllcity and Fublioations. 

2. ilnch of the above Sub-Committees or Departments ahnll have a 
volunteer Chairman 1n additi~n to a paid~ t'ioial to direct the work. 
The volunteer Ohsirmen of the different depnrtmente shall be entitled 
to attend meetings or the Office Committee without vote. 

3. In addition to the foreI?oing three Sub-Committees or deportments 
there shall be established a Sub-Committee to -.,erk to~ether with 
Dr. Weizmann snd the members of the World Zionist Executive in the 
political field. 

4. Aclerioan Palestine Oommitteel 
The -.,erk of the A.P.O. ahall fall within the jurisdiction 

of the l'ublio Relations Department, but shall be- conducted by an 
official to be designated for that purpose in Washin~ton. 

Mr. Szold reported further that Mr. BhuJJ:inn had agreed to serve aa volunta.r~ 
chairmnn or the l'ublio Relations Department. He pointed out that public relationr• 
vas a moet important ond urgent nhaae of the work of the Oommittee and tbat, u· 
necesslU'J, temporary personnel should be engaged eo tbat the work be oarried on 
without a break. 
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AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM 
• 

·' Mr. Id.ear and Mr. Sobeloff repOJ'ted that the BaltiJ:lore community was eager 
to take some action in respect to the newly formed committee laeaded by Rabbi 
Lazaron of that city. They read the attached statement, contnini~ recommendations 
for action. 

Considerable discussion followed. Reference was made to the appointment of 
a sub-committee to deal with the nroblem, and it ....as sutwested that one or both of 
two lines of action be Wloweda (a) a referendua., and {b), a national conference 
of all the Jewish organizations ready to join with us. It was also sug;zested that 
special demonstrations be held in Baltimore and ~hiladel;hia, which mi~ht consti,.­
tute an effective reply to Rabbis Lazaron and Wolsey, in the meantime plans for 
action on a national scale should be considered. 

Mr. Sobeloff said that the question of a demonstration had been considered 
in Baltimore by a committee W1der the chairmanshin of Dr. Harry Friedenvald. 
However, they had come to the conclusion that such a demonetratioh llOUld serve only 
to publicize Rabbi Lazaron and hie fellow rabbis, which "as what they wanted 
above all. It had seemed to them that a more affective reply would be to take a 
positive line by demonstrating the overwhelming support of ~merican Jewry £or 
Zionism by means of a petition suoh As they had drawn Ut>• Moreover, the pa,ocess of 
seouring such sif:(natures would in itself be a process of Zionist education, which 
would be of p-eat value. 

In the course of further disaussion it was su~gestcd that the Baltimore 
Zionists r,o into every home in Baltimore and ctll'ry out a small-scale test referen­
~ of their own. Other sugizestions were that there should be meetings in every 
city to bo followed up by an all Jewish Conference. 

Jud~e Levinthal reported that the matter had been considered at the last 
meeting of the~ Executive and it had been felt thot it would be better to get 
the SUr>j')ort of large orgrnizations, rather than try to get individual signatures, 
which 1r10Ul.d be a very expensive undertaking and might not result in impressive 
figures. 

In answer to a question as to why the petition as drafted inBaltimore 
contained no reference to the Jewish Vommonwealth, Mr, Sooeloff said they had be­
lieved that the petition as worded would be able to secure the ei~atures of a 
larger number of neople than if the Commonwealth were mentioned. 

In reply to this it we.a urgedthat a referendum "hich acpressly limited 
itself to the Balfour Declaration might imply political defeat of the Jewish Com­
monwealth aim. It was e~reed finally that the question of the petition and of the 
Conference be given further full consideration by the sub-committee. 

Tho Chairman thsnked Mr. Pi.ser and Mr, Sobel.off for cominf, and for thei:· 
va1uable and able nrese.ntation and. e.ssur3d them that they would be kept informed 
as to further nl.ana in connection with the Council. 

DR, MAONES 

Dr. Wise reoorted that the Board of Governors of the Hebrew University 
had under consideration adoption of a vote of censure on Dr. Magri.es, which miizht 
lead to his resignation. A~er some discussion it waa the consensus of opinic,, 
that in the avant of the withdrawRl of I.Ir. Ma~es from the University, the Zd.on·;., .. 
vould W1dertake to do whatever they could to make up for any financial loss whic>. 7 
m~ht result from auch withdrawal. 
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Dr. Ooldmenn reported on behalf of the sub-committee which had discussad 'tdt'h 
Dr. Weizmann the sotting up of a Politi cal oocmitteo. 

It had boen unruiimously agreed that the Office Committee should oontinu<3 to 
function as the main nolioy mr..kinr- body on political questions. On the other hand 
it was essential to have a small workinp oomoittae, prepared to meet frequehtly 
and at short notice and to oonoern its<3lf with the day to ~BY political vork. It 
was proposed that the chairman ~f the Office Comoittee a~po:1.nt s sub-committee of 
three, to be r osponei ble to the Office Co1?11llittee, an<l to meet with the members of 
the World Zion 1st Executive. 

A leni.thy rlisouseion followed. Mr. Wertheim and Mr. Gellman said that all 
P,arties must be r epr esented on such a sub-committee. Mr. Segal supported this 
nosition and said that Dr. Weizmann was entitled to select whom he wished to work 
nth, but if it were a sub-comoittee of the Office Committee and resoonsible to i~ 
then it had to be based on party r epr esentati on. Mrs. Pool also urged that all 
~rouns be r eprosentem.,:i Dr. Goldmann nointed out that neither in London nor in 
Jerusalem was the workinj? political committee based on party r enresentation, but, 
rather 0n the ability of nersons to do the work. 

Mrs. Halprin, on behalf of the sub-committee, said that it had not been oon­
temple.ted that this political cocmittee be a·,nolioy oaldn~ body but that it funt>­
tion as c wor~ col?llllittee only. 

Mr. Szold moved to accept the recommendation of the sub-committee. The 
motion was defeated. 

The suti,acOl!lI:littee was asked tG, bake the matter up apain with Dr. Weizi:iann 
bearing .in mind the request of the parties. • 

JEWISH CONGRESS ACTION RE EUROPE.J:l SITUJJION 

Mr. Shulman r eportedi .. that he, Dr. Ool~J.1ann, Dr. Wise end Mr. JEll!les Wise 
had pone to Washington in connection with the mass massacres of Jews in Nazi­
l!iurone. They had seen Mr. Davis, who had deleP,at~d Mr. Roston of his office to 
coo~erate with the Congr ess Uommittee . The Secretary of State and the Vice­
President had also offered their cooneration. Dorothy Thomnson had initiated a 
committee of Geman Americans who would appeall. t o the German peonle . Dr. Goldstein 
hR~ accented the chaii,nanship of the c0mmittee to secure the oooperati0n of the 
churches. The medical associati on and the Ber "8sociation had offered cooperation. 
It was nlannen t 0 hole R mass meetin~ in Madison Square Gardon on January sev<3nth, 
the nror,ram of which would be worked out by the Committee. 

Dr. Ooldmenn renorted that the Con~r ess had asked RaiJbi ferlzweig to ~o 
to Washington to discuss ,-1.th the embassies of neutrfll countries the possibi lity 
of havens for refugees who may be save!\, He would also tey to arrange that there 
be Jewish repr esentati on on the Commission of Inquiey. The Coni::ress has also 
arranged with the Fl-ee World to osrey on ryublicity in Latin Junerice. It was 
thoUJ?ht that this mi rht be effective in Germany. 

Mrs. Pool ur~ed thDt the question of a Joint committee of the Emergenc; 
Col!lClittee and the Con~ess be reconsidered. She believed that the cables from 
Miss Szold and the .Agency placed a r esponsi bi l ity on the Zi:>nists to sot as sue:, 
in this matter . She further urRe~ that the ryl.llns for r esc\.linr- children be put 
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in the hands of Al:iericsn Jewish women Is organizati,,nsl In view of the nosition 
already taken up by the Conm-ess in re~ard to a joint comcittee, no action was 
tAlcen on that proposal. 

Mr. Se~al that the Zionists should now urge upon Oreot Britain the 
abrogation of the White Paper. It was decided to discuss this matter further at 
the nerl meetin~. 

Two cables from i'alestine Yero reported• a) to the effect that Barlas 
was !)rooeeding to Turkey and su~~estin~ that the ll:mergency Committee send a 
reppesentative to Lisbon, and b) Expressing the r eadiness of the Yishuv to adort 
60,000 children. 

MR, SHERTOK1S YI.SIT TO AMERICA 
Dr. Goldmann re?>ortdd that the State liepartment had {{Uaranteed priorities 

for Mr. 8hertok from Loncon to Ne.., York and from New York to Jerusalem. 
Mr. Shertok had been so advised and had been urr,ed t o come here for a fortnir-ht 
to consult with us, but no answer had as yet been receive~. 

CORRECTION OF MINUTES 
Minutes of December 11 #93, under headini;; "DELEG,~TION 'ro l'llLESTINE"-

for "Mrs. Pool nro~osed that a delegation of three ~uld be advisable~ 
and that one sh,)uld be a member of Hadassah, 11 

read- "Mrs, Halprin pro~osed ....•. 
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COMFIDEi.l'TI~ 

MINUTES OF 01FICE Cga!I1'l'El!l lli!lETillO 

~!ERIC..lN ~ENCY COWMITTE! FOR ZIONIST AFF.llBS 

Docenber 25,1942. 

(special) 

~ sneoia.l r.iooting of tho Office Comcitteo of tho Jlnergenoy C(ID1;)1ttoe 
f or Zionist Mfaira ua.e hold on Fri~, Dooocbor 35, n,.t 10 ... M• at tho 
St• R0f1ia Hotel. 

P~t Mr. Szold (proaidinf;), Mr. Bubllck, Mr. Gollnnn, Mr. Groenborl'.;, 
Mrs. Hnl:,rin, Ure, Jt\Co1>e, Mr s. P'>ol, Ur. Shu.ll:in.n , }.;r. Sogru., Dr. liisoc. 

Dr. \7oizo:mn ?as prosont f or B short til:lo dur~ the l\.ftornoon. 

( It was agreod th.'1.t tho disouasion ?ould be inf0rmtll nnd thnt no ono was 
in any C'>t!Ili tted t o an.Y point of vic,\7 oxpr osse1l. Tho ooeting hot\ beon 
!=alle,l t -:, cln.rify fu.,1ta.,ent:u guosti~ns of policy imu objecti vea r.lld Wr\§ 

to bo conai<lore~. in tho nature of n tent:itive discussion~ 

Mr. NOUJ:l:mn r oforretl t , tho possibility that ~iscussiona ~ith rognrd to tho 
futuro of tho .lrnb a t a tea r.ii,-;ht bo tl\ld.ng r>lMo or nbout to take :i:,lace '1'11 th 
official circles 11nd that My future pll'\11& f or stntes close to Pnleatin~ wore 
nocesenrily of concern to us , In this connection• Hr. llour.ionn referred t o tho 
paper nhich Dr. Niebuhr hM read at the noeting of tho Christi:m clerr-y on 
Zionist pr oblens. Dr, Niebuhr ho.tl proposed that i n its denlings with the 
~11bs, tho Stnto Dopartr.iont nako tho AOcoptnnco of n spoci~ position for 
Palestine a quid pr '> quo for tho inde;:>ondonoo of vsriou.o .rnb etntose 

1 t 1:1as tho consensus of opinion th.'1.t the Stnte DoJ:>ru-tnont bo i nforood ( n) that 
the Zionist r.iov01:1ent is interested in nll ne{toti!\ti"ns :int\ pl ane for tho 
future of ..rBb eta.toe nol.U' :Fnloatino n.nd ('J) Pnl eatine oust be considerec\ a.a 
apart from tho tot:u.ity of ~ab O'>untries• Thie , it Ul\8 beliovod, 1s ~ n~tter 
of l ogic and juatico and the Unitec\ StBtea govorn0ont cust be provnilod. upon 
t o m.'lko clear t o the A:-aba tho.t :Faleatino 1a not 1'nrt of the conplex of .a.rnb 
countries t o be i;1 von indo:.,endence l\fter tho l71't'• 

• Drf Goldr.lann raported thl\t Ur, \lolles had dosir,nntod Ur. Un.llBCe Murr~ to 
discuss preliniilAry pl ans for the future of Paleatino with Dr. ',io1zonnn. 

Kre. Pool :1aked to bavo roeordod hor consternation thf\t Dr. ·.:eimnnn nn<\ 
Dr. Gol<!Dnnn hnd soon Mr. \7ollos on thie rotter w1 thout bei ng occ'>~nni od 
by ,in .mor1CMe 
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'l'EllMimoLOGY 

'l'he Term a ''Commonueol th II Md 11StA.to II woro diecuaaed. It v,aa rnnne clear ( I\) 
that CommonT-ealth tmd St:\te 111'8 for our ~>'UI'?"aee aynon.yt:1()US tercs. but thl-\t 
the ccnnotation of "CODJ:1on'l7ealth" waa core dOmoor:ltic and noro 1n consonnnco 
with current politic/\1 tominolo~; tlst:lte• had acquired unplOMimt connotA.tions. 
For all PrMtical intonts and uur11osas tho cennin~ mw idonticP.l as it nffected 
eovereignty-1 fom of governmont, otce (b) The dor:wid for a Jeuish Col:ll!lonw4iuth 

. implied tho enjcycent of BB much o.r aa 11 ttle sovereignty as '17ould be accordod 
to 81J:3 other state 1n tho poat-u/U' ucrld, uithin a deaocrntic structure. 
(c) In all official doC\ll:lonta and atateaenta tho tem 11COC1111onwealth" is to 
be used, though in speeches And unoffici:,l uttorAn.cea, the toms "stnte1 and 
•cOIJJ:lonwoalth1 m~ be uaod 1ntcrcbangeab~• 

Mr. Greenberr, opened the discussion on the organ1znt1on of B r op.ioo for tho 
govern:oent of ,nlestino between the timo 'lllhen the .iU'l:listice shall bnvo baon 
signed and tho til:le whon there will be a Jewish c~jority, or 11 Jewish COC1Don-­
weAlth. Ha said thn.t 1n his opinion Jewish control of inmigr~tion saet1s to 
have BS a necasaa17 corollary the establishment of a Jewish provisional 
government in ,aleetino, which shall be in control of land,..reaorvos, la~or 
legislation, fiscal powers, etc. Ho questioned whothor it nna possible to 
make euch dam::mda without askin~ in effect, for a Jewish provisional government. 

Dr. Goldmann said thnt (l) whatever a~goetiona are cad.a to tho State Departmont 
should be made kno'!V?l to the British at the aaoe tiJ!lei. It uould be high4' unwise 
to give the British the icpresaion (a) thnt we aro negotiBting without informing 
them and (b) that '1e 1:1ould not nant them in i'aleet1ne. (2) IdoAlly, he would 
chooee an international trusteeship for PBleatine ontrusted to tho A&liniatrntion 
of a noutral count17, not tied-up with the .Arab qorld imd not motivated by power 
politics. The Jows and J.rabs should be entrusted with the locnl Adminietrntion 
of the countey, "11th an understanding tho.t the Jewa should be responsible for 
the adminietrBtion of 1mmigrA.tion. (3) ~e neutral pouer entruated with tho 
administration r:JUst be given the clear directive that its chief to.ak is tho 
development of the countey in order to fo.cilitato rapid, largo-scale Jewish 
immigration. The neutral power should not be naced at this tiDe aa nothing 
should be done to antagonize GreB.t Britain. 

Mr. Shull:mn took the position thnt no Jewish provisional eoverncent WM neooee­
B!:1%7• Two problems were invol"'8dt (n) the govern.cent of l>aleatine ne a whole 
and (b) the me.rlmum dovelopment of J.>aleetine for Jewish imigrntion. ~ fn.r 
aa (a) is concerned, there wu likely to be some fom of international .trustee.. 
ship. In respect to (b) thore should be a Jewish authorit7 which should hnvo 
full power to purchnae JJmd, to ro;;ulnte ir.Jcigr~tion, to develop the count17 
to the maximum, to cooperate w1 th J e':'l'ish National ~de• eto. Ho aaw no 
conflict between a general governmontal RU.thority nnd a Jmah authority for 
the purposes specified. 

Mr. Weiegel reported Dr. Weimannle viewe on tho organization of Pnleetine 
during the transition period, as follon1 Dre Wetzi:iann took tho pea1tion 
( in discussing the oBtter with friends in muhington) thAt the quoetion of 
the control of Jewish 1Jxligre.t1on was quite indepenl\ent of the provieional 
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:form of governDent 'il'hich eight be set up, nnd of tho ulti!'lnto eetA.blisbment of 
a Jewish COl:ll!lonwealth. tTe have t'i7o proble1:1s: (l) the nee<l of the Jemsh people 
for ?ales tine and ( 2) to get a onJori ty in the country. 

The mattor of immigration cuet be eolvon so A.II to handle both probleos ns 
quickly Ill! possible. Thero will be sevoral r.iillion JoTTe who will hnvo to bo 
fed, cloth.a ,md rehabilitA.ted nfter the wr~ by the United llri.tions. By securing 
the l\greement of tho Unitod Nations to tnko theso people out of occur>iod countries 
immediately after the !'!RX l'nd sending tha-, to ?:iloetine, we TT"'1l.d then ho noing 
somethin& conetructive. Theso refugees ~ill grf)du;uly bo absorbed into the 
oconooic life of the country Md will hnve some hope for the future. ~aleetino 
is ready to absorb them and Jam.eh noeds derno.nd thnt the n~ttor be entrusted to 
Jews. If such a program is adopted, uithin three to five yen.rs, the ontire 
intermediate ~roblem will be solved, for there will then be o Jowiah ml\jority 
in r"1eetine. 

In this connection Mrs. ~ool recor.lI!lended thAt BD article by Sir Horbert »:!arson 
in the current issue of Foreign .U-fnirs, onti tlen "Post-mir l)robler:is of the 
Refugee" might be helpful, as a bll8is of stuey. 

Mrs. Halprin r.iado the point that this TTa.& not a refugee vroblec, but involvod 
the:.~holo oconocic and political development nf tho country. She proposed that 
the catter of finding .l.rab oodoratos in the countrJ TTho eight ngroe to a proposal 
such ~a that outlined by Dr. Gol~.i:umn, be OJti>lored. 

The chainnon said it wouln. be well to conainer r1h.-,.t r1ould be tho first step t o 
take when the guns c~o firing and the British ru-o still in l'alestine. In 
principle, if not in fom, a Jowiah provisional govornr.1ont might be the only 
possible solution. 

There Wf\8 a one hour intermission for lunch. The mooting 1RB.8 reconvened at 2 P.Mo 

Mr. NeunMD proposed the followin~s Be said be tho'U(9lt Dr. Goldormnts suuestions 
admirable, but too optiniatic. Be did not beliove it libly that a aoall, noutr"1 
country vould be prepared to undortako the ndoinistrntion of so cocplex t\ country­
ne ?aleetine. Moreover, he pointed out thnt in o~ ADerican circles, the ideB 
of internati~nal odr.lini•trntion, 1\8 uell ~a auporvi1ion, waa gnining P,round. It 
is considered more and more important 1n ~ oircloe to find w~s and manna of 
strengthening the intornation:u s~orvieion of :imtional N'\minietrAtion in 
colonies and mMdatod torritoriea. But in Great Britain the idea hu not been 
put forward of giving up~ torritory to M internntional setup, in NlY 
o.uthorit::i.tivo quarter. In any plan for tho future of })aloetine, ,ro must reckon 
with British, or partly British, control, ~ for tirectivoa, Mr. NeU1:1Ann 
recalled, tbnt the :liroctivea in the UandAte for :t·Aleetine wore e2:plicit and 
clear Md that ony govonu:iont, outside of the Jews themselves, entrusted with 
the cnrrying out of directives leading to a oo.ximuc Jowish 1J:lmigration, would 
be con.fronted TTitb the samo difficulties na beset Gro:it Britain. 

The only thin,>; to do ia to ■ 11.1' that this is a unique sit'Ul\tion Nld requires 
unique aolution. There should be two RUtboritios 1n tho country, both doriving 
authority from a higher powers (a) an authority to deal with the generll.l 
administration and normAl. proces16s of gove:rnriont, ood (b) B developcont f\Utbol'­
itr invested with certo.in powers in 8)?ecified field.a of nctiQn• There is a 
precedent for thta in tblJ TVJ., for OXMplo, vhiob functions indo.pondently of 
the atatea in which it Operates. ·Thie development nuthority should not deviae 
its t\Uthority from the go"tenmont of ?nleatine, but ita function should be to 
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CRITY on work relatod to the development of the country. Jurisdictional conflicts 
between it and tho locnl government could be resolved by another body. but if tho 
local goverment has the proper diroctives such conflicts should not be sruu-p. 
The Jewish Development AU.thority Qit;ht be given :i.ctunl govetrnrlental powers 
within specified fields aa a coropronise b!tweon a Jewish provisiowu govorment 
and A non.Jewish government. P\lrthel'l:lore. tho whole ide~ might be tied up rd.th 
regional ilevelopdent in the countries of tho No,u- nnd Middle En.st. 

Mr. Greenberg aaid that if we proceed on the aeaum:::,tion that the British Empire 
will remain intact l\ftor tho '71¥'. Dr. Goldmnnn• s propoanl, although hi~ 
desirable, is too or>tinistic. He said he would not want to undortl\ke tho job 
of persuading Great Britnin to ½ive UJ:l Palestine or to persuade a small neutrl\l. 
countey to take on the job of policing P:ueatine :lnd somi~olicing tho noip,hboring 
countries. Ho referred to the Bournecouth MA.nifesto of the British Labor Party 
~• evidence that some circles, at least, in Grent Britain '11ere thJnldng in terms 
of givins independence to colonies n:ttor the war under the supervision of nn . 
international body. In tryin6 to work O\lt a transition govornment for Palestine, 
Kr. Greenberg proposed a tri-partite arrangement to include (a) the present : 
population in ?e.lestine; (b) the Jewish people to be represented by a Janish 
..\geney; (c) an internntional body to include Groat Britain. He proposed securing 
the advice of exr,~rts who might be helpful in '11ork1ng out such a syateth, 

He did not 3t,"Teo with Mr·• N('tm,rmn that tho TV.A. woa a precedent, inasmuch ne 
there is no prec•dent for ..mat ~ are tl'Y'ing to llCCOl!Jl>liah in Faleatine. 

In tbia connection Ur•·• :i>ool e&id that courses were being Given in TArioue 
Univeraities on cilite.r;y :ind social adDinistration of occupied te:rritoriea. 
Those courses night be valuable for trniriing personnel ond it might be well 
to invest igl\te them. 

In reeponee to Dr. Goldmannts question aa to •,,hether Ur. Heucann Tisunlised tho 
proposed devel0pDent authority as regulating llll:ligration, Mr• Neu:iann replied 
that ir.u:ligratiQn re5'llation would have to be combined wi~h the functioning of 
the dovelopcent authority if w '::'llntod to achieve our goBle 

Mr. Neucumn aaid he did not aeo who w,,uld be respon1ible for militl\17 nr poliee 
power under a tri-parti\e ,u,rangement s'\lCh a.a hAd been propo1ec\ by Kr. Greenberg. 

Kr. Green'berg replied that the def'enee of tho borders would be under inter­
national aupervieion until such time as the Jewish Coononwoalth were eatft.bliahed; 
local policing would be under the control of the Oomlia1ion repreaenting the 
three e111thoritiea which he hBd mentioned. 

Kr.»eumann ,aid that was the vitfll queation BDd he wondered where the force 
which mi~t be relied on wlluld be found in such an arrangement. 

Mr•• Halprin 1aid aho thought a acbece 1'1Ch aa Dr. Ooldmt\nn bad propoaed WM 
quite Utopian and that ~e had to reckon \11th Groat l3ritain auppl)'ing the police 
power poaaibly with aoao additional control on the p,at ot tba United »~tionk 
In her opinion the situation resolved itaelt into finding 1afer,uArda in reapect 
of :tmediate control by Great Britain in the fom ot aomo higher international 
authori t:,. 
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Mrs. Jacobs said that 1n any case soall n~tions would require rehabilitntion 
aftor the war. She foresaw that sooe international police powor would be 
created durin~ the1ransition period. She believed that there would be no 
possibility of Great Britainls having authority except with the sanction of 
the combined United Nations. She did not bolieve that Mr. Greenbergls conception 
of··tb,i relntion of Great Britain to ~alestine after the was ren.listic. The 

'13ritish D:Jpire would ·rdimain an :&!pire. perhaps not as l,u-ge as it is at present, 
but, nevertheless an ]bpire, and tho Unitod States would support Great Britain 
in maintaining this status. She recocu:lended that we find out what trends various 
post---war planni~ boards were taking. rather than waste title and energy in plan­
ning what Day be cor.1pletely unrealistic. \Te tJUst try to ride along "on the crest 
of the wave" of the postwar world. 

Dr. Goldmann said he did not think that the possibility of a neutral country 
taking the responsibility for Pru.estine was so •unrealistic as oe.ny believed. 
Should we succeed in getting the support of the United Nations for a Jewish 
Coru:ionwealth e.nd with it nirectives leading to a Jewish majority• then it may 
be that Great Britain, with all her cocmitnents in the ..\.rab world, may prefer 
not to be the authority to carry out these directives. However, at the cocent 
he did not believe we should concern ourselves with who the authority would be, 
but it was iDportant that the local population of Palestine be part of the 
administration durint?: the transition period1 both because this is decocratic 
and educational. In teaching the locn.l population to assUDe certain responsi,­
bilities, it will be easier to achieve a chanP,G in the a<l!:linistration. 

' ~t this point Dr. neizr:iann a.rriwd, Dr. GoldDann sucmarized the previous 
discussion for Dr. \7eimann, 

Dr, Weizciann made the following r8tlarks, stating that they were infon:ial Md in 
no weq binding or final. 

He believed we should be Daking a great mistake in assucing that Great Britain 
will not have a very important voice in the solution of the problem and he thought 
a great deal of the decision will be taken there. Great Britl\in is now passing 
through a curious stage - a period of rejuvenation. The people feel that they 
have made aany mist~es, for which they a.re now atoning, but believe that they 
can do the job as well as anyone else, if not better. 

He said that there was on the other hand, in the United States, temporarily at 
any rate, a swing to the right And an atmosphere had been created in which it 
was difficult for us to work, In taking these two tendencies into consideration 
it was easier to work in Engla Moreover, with all its shortcomings and diffi­
culties, we are accust00ed to working with England. There are unknown dangers 
in entrusting our fortunes to a new and wknown country froo the point of view 
of middle--eaetern politics. He said he would not liko to see dual control in 
~aleatine, for that would mean we might fall between two extremes. 

He himself favored a plan of bri~g over a large nucber of people illl:lediately 
after the guns have ceased firing. He said such a plan was d•t•~•ible, necessary 
and would to a great extent solve the whole problem. SUppoae you bring over a 
quarter of a Dillion or 300,000 Jews, you would then have effectively (even if 
not num,21ically) a oajority in l'aleatine. If these people who, in any caae, 
will have to be :fed and clothed, al'G fed and clothed in Palestine, the eountey 
will be rebu.ilt in the 1>rocess and we have already proved that we can do it. 



It \hia plan ia ca:ibined with the d8Telop1:1ent of the country. we are oore or 
lea, in an una11ailable position. If the Arabs retuae, it will put them in 
a "dog in the mangei-" position which will not be t olerated in the poet-war 
world. Such a plan will, noreover, win the interest and eycpathy of the liberal 
world and ie the key to the solution of l)U:' proble1:1. Ue cnn prove that we cBJ>. 
bring in 300,000 or a quarter of a oi~lior- ae a lo% inetalnont on future Jewish 
immigration• 

..u-abe, he believed, ah~uld be associated in tho developnont e~hene, to a great 
extent. Thie idea had been accoptod in the Huleh with suc~ess. He had not y-et 
considered the problem of financing the projeci;~ He believod hie plo.n 'f70uld. 
la;y the foundation f or the rest and th11.t Dr. Rilpp1n' e Institute in ?alecti:1e 
should be asked agn.in to prepare the plane for such a project. 

Mter having heard nore about Mr. Neunannts proposals, Dr. Weimann likened the 
Dewlopaent I\Uthority of which he had spoken, to a Chartered Cocpany and though·!; 
1. t eight be worked out. 

Be aaid he thought Great Britain ~ould concentrate its colonial efforts af~er 
the war in developing .u'rica because its possessions in the Ftu' Ea.st would got 
India would probably be given docinitm status. But ooet of Africa probably 
would be Britiah. Palestine night fit a.a a ncdal point in this development 
picture. Moreover Palestine waa a sort of aocial laboratol7 and many Britieh 
atateamen view 1 t that •V• . Ji-~t the .Tv:.l pl.an shcn:.ld be pressed forward 
aa apa.Pd.1"!T --. l' C •• 'ble. • 

In reaponae to a question about the Vhite t,aper; Dr. We,.IMNln said that the 
matter might be pressed after the fall of 'l'unia and Bisertoo 

The chairman propoaed \bat consideration be given to spending money for 
research work connected with tho 11:Dediate tranet'er of a larg~ nmber ot 
Jew■ to rale■tine. 

Mr. Heunann ■ai4 he bad looked over an outline 9t work prepare~ by Dre RuppinT a 
1n,t1tute• but it waa not the kind of thing that. Dr. lle1znann or Mr. Ben..Ourion 
bad had in mind and waa not ad~quate tor the problem. 

Uter a brief ■ur:irnBry of the e1eeting, the chaiman ea.id that t\lrther conaidera,. 
tion had to be given to tho question of the fom of governcent we wanted and 
the kind of international truateeahip, which Dr. tleisoann bad omitted from hie 
di■cu11iono 

Tho meeting adj~ed at 4t30 ,.M. The next aeeting 'llM aet for Monc\Bi', 
Dececiber 38, at 8100 P.M. 
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CONFDlEB'? UL 

MINUTES or OFFICE COMMI1'rEE MEETINO 

AMERIC..W :ma:RG.ENCY COMMI1'rEE P\'.lR ZIONIST .uTA.mS 

Dececber 28r 1943~ 

(special) 

~ meeting of the Office Cocunitt~a of the Eoereency Connittee for Zion~st 
Mfaira was held on Yondlq evening, December 28~u 4: 'East 42nd ~tr~ot~ 

?RES.JlN'rr Mr. Szold (presiding) Mr. Bublick, Mr. GelloM, Mt,., G>:"uenbe .:69 
Mr.. llalprin, llra. J'aooba.-. Mrs • .Pool, . Yr. Segal, Mr., Shi..ll:tan, Dr.- :TJ.t.l,:; 

· - . 
Dr. Goldr.lann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neur:iann. 

Mr. Neurtann said that in his opinion our plruis should be so for.:n.4-ate~ t!·.~" th..)y 
form an integrated program, which co.n be used in discussion :!.n 'Josl!jn~;+.f>:, . .;'..ondcn 
or elsewhere. • 

Dr. Goldmann s,ud that he snuld be cor:rpletely frnnk in discussions rli ~h .. ho 
British. ;e should Dllke clear that whatever power becomes vhe trusteo for 
Palestine, must carry out the directiJl!,e of getting a Jewish cajority in the 
country as soon aa possible. Mter 25 years of experienca l'tith thorn, ho did not be• 
lieve the Britt.eh would be able to do it. 

Mr. Ne'll!!lann stated it was necessary to tA.ke into account tha reaction of Great 
Britain. In his opinion, Great Britain eight find acceptable an arrangecent 
whereby an indepenCent Jewish Oot10onwealth in Palestine t1oul.d r,uarantee certain 
rights to Great Britain, such ae existed in Britain's arrangeoent with Iraq. 
Britain will surely resist an al'rangeaent such as waa conter:i:>l/\ted, but it ciAAt 
smooth the w,q if we ottered a pemanent connection of sone k~nd. If the United 
States could be brought into the picture, so t:JU.oh the bettel'; .>ogci the Jewish 
Development .\uthority eight have Gn official 4'1:lerican advisor, so that the U.ScA. 
has a part to play in the development of the country. 

Referring to the article bf Field-Marshall Sr.ruts appeo.ring in the C'l.l!'rent issue 
of "Life1 magazine, Yr. NOUC1ann aald it confirmed his report that England is 
not thinking in terma of divided :responsibility in colonial adcliniatration. 
General Smuts apeaka ot international supervision of colonies but this of couae 
does not cean adminiatration by- an international commission. In 11.n:/ ce.ae, 
llr. Het1:1ann thoU{!ht we would have to reckon with Grellt Britt\in, and, in thia 
connection, he rocalled that Dr. Ueizr.iann said he would prefer Grol\t Brita.in, 
aince he lmew it, to 8Jl1 other power. 

Dr. Ooldm:mn believed we should be Umo:re than reluctant• to tie ourselves 
permanentl7 to the British Empire. Ho did not thidc it the historic task of 
Jen :returning to ?t\lestine to be exponents of British ir.iporialiac in the llear 
East. If we were forced into making a choice between a tie-up with Great Britain 
or ~1th Hear East States, he would prefer to aeo ua linked with the Near Ee.at 
States, for C182lf reaaona1 
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(a) For many generations to come the large c,ajority of the Jews will remain 
outside of Palestine. The more ?alestine is tied up uith power politics and 
il:lperial interests, the more the Jews of the uorld will bo involved in difficult 
situations. If, of course~ the entire Near Ea.st is put under a con-dooiniUD 
statue administered by the United Stntes, Great Eritnin and Russia, for example, 
then Palestine will fall into th.~t cateP,orye 

(b) It would be preferable for Pnlettino to r.seume the leadership in a regenerated 
Noar East than to be the representative there of Er~tish Inporialisn. 

Mr. Eublick expressed the opinion that if faZl➔d with s choi.c.-,r ho t1ould. pref or 
that Palestine be associated with the Dritish E9piro ratho; ~t A..~ u11h 1he Ner.r 
and Middle East. 

Mr. Greenberg took the position that from the point of view of politi~al ncrpj s r 
we could not comr.iit our people not yet in the country, to one or other p~manent. 
atfiliation. That issue nru.st be postponed until the Jewish majority is alro~.dy 
in Palestine and can-make its own decisions. 

It was his opinion that any Hear East Federation rrould be an Arab Federat.ion 
and that culturally, economically and sociru.ly, .tewish Palestino had nor '> i:1 
common with the western, than with the oriental, worldo If, however, wo cc.:u,it 
ourselves to that alternative, the practical conclusion wlll be that for ~hv 
interil:l period, EnglandDUst have the truateoshipe On the other hAnd, ~a~re 
are extreme danger& in expressing aprefe,:ence for an affiliation with ,rr..y 
potential Hear F.aet Federation, which cay, or will, DEmn an .\.rab Fo<iernt4.on~ 
it will be ~oasible to caintain our standard of living, oul' cult·.u·e in 11ur.h 
a setup, 

We llave been working on the a.asUDptinn that in the poet-war period ne will have 
only regional federations without local states. ThBt na.v be desirable, but there 
will be sot1e exceptions even within thnt systBDo For example, it is conceivable 
that if Europe were regionally federated, Swi tzerle..~d, bocRuse of 1.ts histo:c-y and 
tradition, ma;r retlain an independont siinto; tho same m,v 'Le truo o'!' Turkoy. Tha 
only path we can pursue ia to stress tho uniqueness of OUl' position both ~s e 
people in relation to the geoc;raphy and history of Pnl.eetina r.nd the nnture of 
the \ask which will be undertnken there. If we then take the position that in ten 
or fifteen years trot1 now the population of the country oust make its omi dacieions 
as to affiliations we can f aoe tho world with a clear conscionco and a valid 
position. ire t1igbt even think in terms of parallel treaties, not wtually oxcl'U61va, 

Dre Goldcann said he agreed with Oreenberg1s conclusions& He believed the ideRl 
status for ~Rl.estine would be pemanent neutrnlity, intornetionnlly guaranteed 
by international protection. We Bro the noutral people of the world and certainly 
our clain to neutrality is as valid as that of Sm.tzerland. He thought it eight 
be well to present this to the State Departnent as a solution t1hich fits the 
unique statue of Palestine, geographically in the east, but culturally part of 
the uestorn world. In this connection, he BgA.in suggested that it aight be 
eaaier to J:ID.ke a transition fr00 the trusteeship of a neutral country to inte!'-­
nationally guaranteed neutrality, than fron British trusteeship to such neutrality, 
Ho said he was opposed to An internn.tional cocu::iisaion adDinisteringPalestino; 
this would be a cuobersome metnod, difficult to deal withe 

The wholo mBtter, of course, will depend on whether, after the wa.r, there really 
will be set~ an efficient world foderation with efficient police power. 
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Dr. giee aade the point that any plans made by us at this state were m~re 
"Xinderapiel1 and would be considered naive, 'UDless we knew what the British 
were thinking. Be urged that bofore wo Dake any progrAT.1 we try to find out 
'!?hat 1a in the ninds of the Brifiisl·, uith regard to Pnlestine. 

Dr. Goldl:Jann said th.~t if wo took tlmt position then we uould have to postpone 
making any plans or any prograr.i~ for th~ British would cortninly tnke no 
position on Palestine until nftor t ho wa~ wne vonc 

Mr. Ne'111!13ml thought there wae vaJ.uo 1~ D=• rfso's ~uggestion. ,e oust rElDember 
that Britain has the dor:1inant pos1 t i ,,r, iii tne :,ea.· EM·~ P.r • .l tho llkelihi-od is 
that the United States will follow its load on quostions rolnttng to tn;.t ~·eg,.on, 
'l'he idea of a neutral ?alestine originated w1 th Herz:.t.. Our unwillingne •. 1:1 ~o 
cocimit ourselves to being a factor in British Ittporialim is cor~ect, 0 n t~o 
other hand, we can envisage that after the transition period is ove::- a .. 1ci 30: :r .. 

goverm:ient baa been grantod, a sped. al connection betffeon the Janish C.JN.i .Jm,3e.l ~'n 
and Great Britain shall exist. There is no reason why ne cannot also hnv~ a 
relationship with the NelU' Eaat states. Current political literature cicni;ion;, 
"two WtJ:¥ et~tes", connected with one group for one reMon and another for otnur 
reasons. Ue auat bear in cind, too, that any Near East Fodev~tion will i i , ol ~e 
British power politics on another level. At the cior.iont~ t he :Bl'i tisb. r-::-o ~hL--tlcL1i! 
of a fede7ation to include Syria., ?alestine, the Lebnno:i, ':'ransjord:ll'.l , ~L.' r.h i r., 
in effect. a completely ..\rab Federation. ~e would be bettor off thm~--~~ in 
terms of affiliation with the British Co.r:u:ionwealth. Actually, a react.1r n has 
set in againat federations in all talk of post-war planning<> 

If the war were over tomorrow, the beet we could hope for would be a retu::-n 
to tho statue quo ante, with a aoinewhat icproved version of the League of Nations. 
Our goal at the r.ior.iont with our own government under the present circumstnnces 
should be to try to get a large inmigration to Palestine with Britain ns t7."118tee 
for a certain period of years, and that part of the adtlinistration, such as 
iJ:ll:iigration, should bo turned over to us. 

'l'he chairman suggested that the power to ca.rry out the directive propo3A~ ciight b6 
a Jewish provieion:u governcent. If that is unrealistic then we must ·bhiuk in 
tems o! what Great Britain will allow, 

Mr. Sh'l1lman said that we should not be dissuaded b'om thlnking in terms of a 
changing world. \Te are not going to ask !or what is possible, but present a 
progrAlll of what we want. lte should tell our governoent that we want J)alestine 
as a Jewish Oom1:1onwealth, with a neutral sta.tua internationally guaranteed and 
ask whether it is possible to fit such an arrangEl:lent into the post-Viar worldo 

The meeting adjourned at 10130. 



, I 

OONFID!NTUL # 9Y 

MINUTES OF omQE OOMMT'.CTEfl MfflTTNO 

AMERICAN QffliROENCX QOHMITM roR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 
December 29, 1942. 

A meeting or the Office Committee or the American Emergency. Committee !or 
Zionist Affairs was held on Tuesday, December 29, 1942 at 4100 p.m. 

PRESENT• Dr. Ooldatein (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mrs. He.l.prin, Mrs. Pool, 
Mr. Segel. 

Mr. Lourie, Mr. Weisgal. 

Excuses for absence were received f'rom Mr. Szold, Dr. Goldmann end 
t>r. Wise. 

Q(IORJ.TIQN OF BULGARIAN JEWS 
Mr. Lourie reported that according to information received by Bulgarian 

Jews here, the Bulgarian govenu:ient was prepared to facilitate the emigration of 
Jews inBiUgaria to Pe.l.estine and Syria. There wee fear that if action was not 
taken to evacuate these Jews in the near future the ahnihilation policy or the 
Nazis might al.so be introduced by them in Bulgaria. The Jewish Congress authori­
ties were approaching the Free French in regard to Syria. 

It was agreed that a col!IIDittee of the Emergency Committee be appointed by 
the chairman to see Lord Halifax on the matter with a view to obtaining 
a) certificates, (b) relaxation of the rule that refugees from occupied terri­
tory shall not be admitted to Palestine. Dr. Weizmann and Dr. Wise are to be 
consulted as to the wisdom of including a member or the Bulgarian Jewish 
Ooomunity in the delegation. 

ENVOY IE NEUTR/1.L COUNTRY 

A onble from Bernard Joseph ..,as reported to the effect that Mr. Barlas 
would be sent to Turkey to ascertain whet riight be done on behalf or Jewish 
refugees through neutral countr~es. Mr. Joseph had proposed th.et an American 
representative be sent also to Lisbon, 

In this connection Mr. Lourie reported that the Jewish Congress had ob­
tained pe:n:iission from the State Department to send an ecissary to North ifrica 
in connection with the refugee situation there, also the r apeal of the Vichy 
anti-Jewish laws. It was agreed thnt the Oor.unittee keep in touch with the Oongrem 
on the matter, with a view to having the person who represents the Congress also 
represent Zionist interests. 

QABLE [ROM HR, SQHMORAK 
Mr. Lourie r eported the receipt or a oabla. holl Mr. JSehlllonlc with 118lel-- · 

ence to the possibility or the manufacture in Palestine or standardiced supplies 
for refugees after the war. 

It was decided to put this matter on the agenda of the next meeting. 
Mrs. Pool r ecorded her rep.rat that this matter had been dealt with b7 a lengthy 
and bostly cable, rather than by mall. 
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AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM 
The Baltimore Zionists hnd requested guidance for their public relations 

council meeting to be held on December 30. 

Mr. Lourie r eported that the sub-committee appointed to deal with tho 
matter of the ~merican Council for Judaism had,tt the request of Rabbi Heller, 
not yet met, pe.~di.~~ a meeting between Heller nnd a number of other Zionist 
Reform tiabbis on the one hand and .Rabbi Laze.ron and some of his sunporters on 
tho other, fixed for January 5. The purnose of the meeting would be to seek a 
way out of the conflict which threatened as e. result of the establishment of the 
American Council for Jude.ism. The fact that the meeting had been arranged was to 
ft treated as confidential. 

It was decided to inform Mr. Keiser of Baltimore of the position. Solhr 
as a possible ~rotest,meeting in Baltimore was concerned, it was agreed that the 
Emergency Committee should not attempt to restrain the holding of such a meeting 
and stron~ approval of the idea of similar meetings elsewhere was voiced by some 
of the members present. 

UNITED NATIONS 
It was reported that an expression of opinion from the Cotunittee had been 

sought on the question of seeking official status for the Jewish people as a 
constituent member of the United Nations. 

It was the opinion of those present that this was a question with many 
imollcations and nerited the consideration of the full Emergency Co=itteo. 
Dr. Weizcann is to be asked for his views on the oatter and n full aeeting is to 
be convened to discuss it. 

ALL JEWISH OOH~ 

Mr. Sogal proposed that e. sub-committee be ll11!1ediately appointed to bring 
in concrete proposals Md r ecommendati ons for the convening of an all-Jewish 

ConferenC'E!,as nreviously considered by the Office Committee. His recommendation 
vas accei t od. 

Arthur Lourie. 




