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CONFIDENTIAL # 44
MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE LEETING
_EMERQENCY COMMITTER FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS
Monday, Jenuary 5, 1942.

A meeting of the Office Committee was held on January 5, 1942 at
5:30 p.m. at 41 Zast 42nd Street.

PRESENT: Judge Levinthal ( presiding), Mre. Helprin, Mrs. Pool, Mr. ©zold,
Mr. lertheim.

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, lr. Weisgal.
BY-LAWS
It wes agreed that Judge Levinthal and Mr. Neumann should submit a set

of by-laws to the next meeting of the Committee. If thought desirable,
Mr. Gurfein or Judge Rothenberg should be consulted.

OFFICE COMMITTEZ PERSONUEL

It was agreed thgt Mrs. Jacobs should receive invitetions to the
meetings of the Office Vommittee.

A letter from Mr. Vechsler dated January 5, 1942 was read, and a reply -
based on a draft by Mrs. Halorin - agreed upon.

VISIT OF MR. CHURCHILL

Mr. Neumann reported that he had been in touch with Senator Wagner
with regard to a letter to Mr. Churchill on the army matter. Senator Wagner
was uncertain whether he would be able to do anything in the matter and he

5 sald that he wished to explore the situation further in VWashington.

It wvas agreed that if Mr. J.M. Martin vas still in Vashington,
Mr. Lourie should try to see him there.

WASHINGTON PRESS CORRESPONDENT :

At Mrs. Pool's suggestion it wap agreed that efforts be made to
ascertain the possibility of arranging ? representation of an overseas Jewish
pliblication at the White House Press Conferences.

WASHII'GTON OFFICB

The names of possible nominees to represent the Emergency Committee in
Viashington, and to open en office there, were considered. It was agreed that
‘ Mr. Neumann should consult Mr. Kaufmann and Rabbi Bresleu with regard to
\ kMr. 8. and also . ascertain the possibility of his obtaining a few months
leave from his present employment. Inquiries should also be made as to
5 whether a non-Jew of first class qualifications might be available to run
1 the American Palestine Committee.
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¥r. Neumann read a memorandum outlining major budgetary proposals.
It was agreed that a sub-committee to consist of lir. Neumann, Mrs. Pool and
Mr. Szold renort back to the Committee with regard to!

1) Nominee for Washington
2) Non-Jewish appointee to direct american Palestine Committee

z) Suitable research man

Mps. Halprin referred to a telegram sent by Mr. Ben-Gurion to Palestine
from which it appeared that lir. Ben-lurion contemplated ovening a separate
of fice of the Bxecutive in Washington. It was the feeling of those present
that this would be undesirable, and should be taken up with lMr. Ben-Curion
without delay.

It was also reported that Mr. Ben-Gurion had arranged to meet with a
small group of Jewish Government officials the following day, and Mr. leumann
vas instructed to participate in this meeting.

It was unanimously decided that:t

1; The Emergency Committee open a political office in Washington.

o) This should be the only Zionist office for political activity in
Washington.

3) Dr. Wise be authorized to name a small noliticel committee (it was

shggested that the comnittee heve a membership of 8) to coordin-

ate all political activities in V/ashington, this committee to

act not as a policy-meking body but as a liason.

A. Lourie




PONFIDENTIAL

LINUTDS OF LEZITING OF EMERGENCY COLLITTEE FOR
ZIONIST AFFAIRS

January 8th, 1942

A meeting of the full Committee of the IDwergency Committee was held on the
evening of January Bth at 41 Zast 42nd Street.

lir. Lipsky (in the chair); liessrs. Publick, Cruso, Furmansky, Gellman,
Tolf Gold, Paul L. Goldman, Grossman, Kowalsky, Segal, Tertheim;
llesdames Benjamin, Epstein, Halprin, Jacobs, Leibel, Schoolman, Pool,
Shulman;

- e
liessrs. Ben Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie, lleumann;

liessrs. S. Bernstein, Joserh Cobn, kereminsky, Naiditch, Teisgal.
BY-.LATS

Pursuant to the resolution on the reconstitution of the Zmergency Committee
a draft set of by-laws were submitted to the meeting by kir. Weumann on behalf
of the by-laws sub-committce, and after discussion and amendment were adopted as
follows, subject to further editofrial changes if found desirable and to be confirmed
1&.terl

ARTICLE I

NAME - The name of the organization shall be theamerican Emergency Committee
for Zionigt Affairs.

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONS - The American Emergency Committee for Zionist affairs
(hereinafter referred to as the Committee) shall engage in such activities as it
may deem advisable in the interest of the Zionist cause, more particularly in the
field of public relations; it shall frame its ovn policies in relation to the work
it carries on; its activities shall be those which are of common interest to the
four American Zionist organizations represented in its composition, and it shall at
all times endeavor to avoid duplication of effort.

(The above Article was adopted in substance as read subject to editing by
the Office Committee).

ARTICLE III

Sec., 1 LEMBERSHIP ~ The Committee shall coneist of the following twenty-six persons:

(a) Five members designated by the Zionist Organization of America,

(b) Five members designated by Hadassah, The Jomen's Zionist Organization of
America.

(¢) Four members designated by Poale Zion.

(d) Four members designated by liizrachi Organization of Americas

(e) Eight members named at large as follows:

Solomon Goldman Morris Rothenberg
Israel Goldstein Abba Hillel Silver
Rose Jacobs Robert Szold

Louis Lipsky Stephen S. Tise
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Sece 2 Members designated urder grours (a) (b) (c) and (d) shall ordinarily

be designated for a period of onme year, but each of the crgenizations ccncerned

shall be entitled to change its representatives on giving two weeks notice. If

any member designated by any of the four organizations herein before referred to
shall cease to be a member of the Cemmittee, he may be rerlaced by the crgenization
which designated him. Group (e) rembers, shall be rermanent members of the Committee
and shall serve throughout the Ccmmittee's existence. If any member of the Committee
shall fail to attend three succesive meetings, without an excuse acceyptable to the
Committee, his seat may be declared vacant by the Committee.

(It was agreed to strike out a suggested provisicn for filling vacancies
among members at large).

Sec, 3 The Committee may by resolution invite representatives of other Zionist
groups to attend its sessions as observers withcut vote. Representatives of all
Zionist groups entitled to sit at Emergency Cémmittee meetings in the capacity cof
obgservers may submit written applications for full membership. All members of the
Committee are to be given two week's notice of such application. which may be ap-
proved by a majority vote of the members of the Committee.

ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS — The officers of the Committee shall censist of a Chairman,
a Secretary ard a Treasurer and such other officers as the Ccmmittee shall , frem
time to time, elect.

ARTICLE V

Sec. 1 MEETINGS — Regular monthly meetings of the Committee shall be held on a
fixed day to be designated in the first week of each month. Additional special meet-
ings may be held from time to time as may be determined by the Committee, or upcn
call of the Chairman or upcn written request of seven members of the Committee. No-
tice to all members shall be sent three days in advance of each srecial meeting.

Sec. 2 A gquorum shall consist of ten members.

ARTICLE VI

Sec. 1 OFFICE COuuw.ITTZE —~ Petween meetings cf the full Cemmittee, the business

of the Committee shall be conducted by an Office Committee to be elected by tke
Committee and to be composed as follows: two members rerresenting the Zionist
Organizaticn of Americaj two members representirg Hadassah, the Vomen's Zionist
Organization of America; cre member representing Poale Zicnjarnd one member repre—
senting Mizrachi. The representatives of the four organizations which shall ccmpose
the Office Committee, shall be designated by the respective groups (a) ) (c) (d)
from ameng the members of the Committees In additicn to the six thus designated, the
following shall also be members of the Office Committee, to wit, the Chairman and
Treasurer of the Committee and three members of the Committee to be elected by the
Committeo. The Cffice Committee shall elect its ovm Chairman and such other cfficers
as it may see fit.

Sec, 2 Regular weekly meetings of the Office Committee shall be held at the Office
of the Committee in New York City. Special meetings of the Office Committee shall

be held from time to time as may be determined by the members of the Office Committee,
or upen call of the Chairman of the Office Committee, or upen request, in writing,

by three members of the 0ffice Committee.
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Secs 3 A quorum of the Cffice Committee shall consist of five members.

Sec. 4 The Office Committee, acting under authority from the Committee as a
whole, shall have power tc cpen a banking account or accounts in the name of the
Committee, to engage executives and other employees and to enter into such other
contractual obligations as shall be necessary to carry on its work provided the
Committee shall have no power %o bind members rersonally in respect of any oblige-
tion undertaken by the Committes.

(This section is to be redrafted by the Office Committee. It shall be
made clear that the powers herein designated are exercised by the Office Committee
only as agent for the Emergency Committee).

Sec. 5 The Committee and the Office Cormittee resrectively shall have power

—_—_— =

to pass rules from tims to time for the regulaticn cf their respective rrocedures,
ARTICLE VII

FINANCE ~ The expenses of the Committee shall be met cut of funds sup-
plied to it from time to time by American Zionist organizaticns or agencies anﬂ{nr
other Jewish groups or institutions organized and orerating in the nited States
under the laws of the United States or of the several states; 1t may alsc receive
contributions from individuals, The Cocmmittee shall not ccnduct any business under-
taking nor operate with a view to profit.

ARTICLE VIII

AMENTMENT OF BY-LAWS -~ Any amendment of these by-laws ghall be affected
either:

(a) By unanimous vote of the Commitiee at a meeting of which at least
one week's rotice in writing shall have been given to members cf
the Cormittee together with notice in writing c¢f the prorosed amend-
ment or

By a rescluticn adopted by a majority vote at a meeting of which
cne week's notice shall have been given and which shall further
have been ratified in writing by 2/3 of the tctal membership of the
Committee.

(This article ie to be amended in accordance with the follewing motion
made by lkr. Segal which was unanimously adopted: If two grcups oppose any amend-
ment, no vote can be taken and the matter in question is to be pestponed. With
this addition the article was accepteéd as read).

NOMINATING COLMITTES

It was unanimously agreed that a Nominating Cczmittee consisting of cne
member designated by each organizaticn shall be constituted immediately and bring
in its recormerdations for the officers of the Cemmittee. Upcn motion made and
carried it was agreed that the Office Committee be requested to submit to the full
Emergency Ccmmittee, at the earliest possible moment, a full 1ist of standing
committees,




NEGOTIATIONS TITH NCN-ZIONISTS

Ir. Goldmann reported on the history of the negotiations with non-
Zionists up to date. At the last meeting the Zionlist representatives had submitted
a draft program for united action by American Jewry.

Ir. Goldmann outlined the rroposals contained in this draft, which in-
cluded in its terms support for a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine and for the
formation of a Jewish army to be recruited in Palestine. To neither of these
proposals was serious objection taken by the non-Zionist members. Indeed, one of
their representatives had made an impressive plea in surport of the Commenwealth
aim, Another, while commending the Commonwealth idea, expressed scepticism as to
its realization in the face of Arab opresition. A good deal of discussion revolved
about the question of procedure during the transition period. Finally it was de-
cided to name a srecial committee of three non-Zionists and three Zionists vho
should, on the basis of the program submitted, redraft the program in line with the
discussion. DIr. Goldmann believed that there was reason to hore that the negotia-
ticns would result in an acceptable united rrogram,

JEVISH ARKY

lir. Neumann repcrted on the negotiaticns with the Committee for a Jewish
Arny to date., The situation now is as follows: the Office Ccmmittee had written
a letter setting forth in the most explicit terms the conditions under which the
Emergency Committee could coorerate with the Jewish Army Committee.

l, That all political negotiaticns be under the jurisdicticn of the
Jewlsh Agency and the Emergency Committee,

2 That there be no recruiting in America and no propaganda fcr such
recruiting,

3¢ That the Emergency Committee have a majority rerresentaticn cn the
Army Committee,

lire Ben Gurion made the point that one sentence in the letter semt to
the Jewish Army Committee implied that there should be no recruiting for a Jewigh
army anywhere except in Palestine. Clearly, it was within the jurisdiction of the
Erergency Committee to deal with recruiting in aAmerica; it could not deal with
proposals for recruiting abroad, e.g¢ in England or South Africa, and ke assured
that the sentence must be interpreted in that sense,

kr. Cruso questioned whether the Office Committee was authorized to
vwrite a letter on behalf of the full Committee which might lead to cooreraticn with
the Jewish Army Committee.

lire Grossman assoclated himself with the view that before the letter was
sent it should have been submitted to the full Committee. He sald he believed that
the record of the negotiations between the Emergency Committee and the Jewish Army
Committee was a record of indecision, evasiveness and insincerity. The Jewish apmy
Committee had behind it a number ¢f young and emergetic but inexrerienced persons
lacking in responsibility. Their methods were unlikely to achieve their purrose but
they might do great harm to the 2ionist Organization here. He criticized the Emer-
gency Committee for its failure to initiate effective action of its own on a clear-
cut and definitive policy. He sald that he himself was orposed to any army recruitc
from Palestine but he wanted 50,000 Jews from America to go to libya for example.
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He urged that an early meeting of the full Emergency Committee be called to
discuss action for a Jewish army.

?r. Goldmann in reply to lir. Grossman said that Mr. Grossmanl's criti-
cism that the letter should hot have been sent to the Jewlsh Army Committee with-
out having been discussed by the full.Emergency Committee was justifiable; never-
theless the set—up of the Emergency Committee hitherto had been lacking in clarity.
He hoped that in the future questions of this nature would be avoided and the
position as between Office and full Committee regularized.

The letter had been a compromise between those who were in favor of
negotiating with that Committee and those who were against any negotiations. Its
purpose had been to formulate the conditions under which the Emergency Committee
would cooperate with the Jewish Army Committee so definitively that there could
be no question of a doubt, Regarding our own action for a Jewigh army, Ir. Goldmann
said that it was apparent that the responsible Zlonists in America were categori-
cally against recruiting a Jewish army in America at this time, and this had to
be accepted as a fact., It was highly desirable however that the matter come be-
fore the full Committee for discussion and decisionm,

After further discussion it was agreed that a full meeting be called

next Tuesday or Wednesday night to take a definite decision on the Committeel!s
attitude to the Jewish army question,




STRICTLY COIFIDENTIAL

MINUTES Or MEETING OF THE OFFICE COLLITTER
OF THD ELERGENCY COiiITTIIZ FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

——

January 9th, 194

A meeting of the Office Committee of the EZmergeuncy Coumittee for Zionist
Affairs was held on Iriday afternoon, Jaauwary 9th, at 41 Zast 42nd Street, .Y.C.

PRESENT: Dr. ise (presiding} liessrs. Bublick, Goldstein, Tertheim; iiesdames
Halprin and Fool,

liessrs. Ben Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie, lleumann.

lr. Ben Gurion reported as follows:

l. Vashington

He had met with various Zionists, and with a number of named rersons
in official life in Vashington, His discussion had revoived around three major
points.

(a) How to carry on our political work in America,
(b) How to win over American public opinion,
(¢) How to strengthen the Zionist movement.

He felt that the two chief objectives of the Zionist movement now were
a Jewish army in Palestine during the war and a Jewish Communweal th in Falestine
after the war., He said that certain of the more prominent individuals whom he
had seen scemed to him over—optimistic concerning the future of Palestine; but
they had been friendly and assured him of the sympathy of leaders of the administra
tione

He further reported that he had asked lir. Schulson of the .ashington
office of the Zionist Organization of America to call together a group of young
Zionist intellectuals in ‘ashington so that he might explain to them the nature of
the political task confrating us. He believed that hundreds of such young intel-
lectual ‘Zionists could be found in America &nd that their work would te of the ut-
most significance, He had visited the Congressional Library and feund there a fine
collection of Zidnist literature although there were sore glaring omissions. For
exemple, there were no copies of the Hebrew Daily Press.

CAIRO

lirs Ben Burion reported on interviews which lir. Shertok had had with
lirs Bullit, lir, Lyttleton and other British officials.

The question was raised of a cable sent by lLir. Een Gurion to the Agency
in Jerusalem with reference to expenditures which he might make here. MNr., Een
Gurion said the cable had not been officially submitted to the Office Committee
and he therefore did not consider it a matter for discussion. In this comnection
the vhole question of lir. Ben Gurionis activities in America was raised. He re-
iterated to the Committee his intention to work in close cooperation with them
and to keep them informed of all his activities in Vashington. It was agreed that
these and other matters be further discussed at a meeting to be held the following
day at the Astor Hotel. A. Lourie




STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL # 46

LINUTES OF .EETING OF THE OFFICE COLIITTEE
OF THE ELERGZENCY COLLITTEE FOR ZIOWIST AFFAIRS

January 10th, 1942

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist
Affairs was held on Saturday, Januvary 10th at 6 FP.li. at the Hotel astor.

PRESENT: Mr. Robert Szold (presiding) liessrs. PBublick, Goldstein, Levinthal,
Tertheim, ise; lesdames Halprin, Jacobs, Pool.

Messrs. Pen Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie, Neumann.

BY INVITATION: Mr. Shetzer

Mr, Ben Gurion said that he was officially submitting to the Office '
Cormittee his cable to the Jewish Agency requesting authorization to spend up to
$1,000 a month for his expenses in America. He again repeated that he wanted %o
work in close cooperation with the Emergency Ccmmittee and asked for their sreci-
fic direction. - He said he was prepared to report directly to any Committee
which they might designate for this purpose but the cne thing he would not do was
to be responsidble to one rerson or to clear his appointment s through him, He
further requested that the Office Committee authorize liiss Cohen to act as his
gecretary for a period of ten days.

There was considerable discussion on the manner in which cooperation
between iir. Ben Gurion and the Emergency Committee could best be effected.

Judge Levinthal moved and lirs. Pool seconded the following motion:
That the Chairman appoint three members of the Office Cormittee to be known as the
"Steering Committee™ and that this Committeg, iuvite all individual members of tke
Erergency Cémmittee and also lir. Een Guricn?conuult with them/to inform them of any
plan any one of them may have in connection with Zionist political activity. It
was further agreed that lilss Cchen act as lir. Een Gurion's secretary for a period
of ten days; the Cormittee to continue to be respcnsible for Miss Cohen's salary.

lir. Heumann reported on his interview with lir. Steinhardt. He said that
Mr, Steinhardt was reluctant to meet with any group officially representing the
Zionists but had said that he would meet with one or two of the leaders of the
movement separately.

A. Lourie




January 14, 1942,

A meeting of the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs was held
on Wednesday, January 14th at 9¢#00 p.m. at the office of the Committee at
41 E. 42nd Street, New York, N.X.

PRESENTt+ Mr. Louis Lipsky (presiding), Messrs. Bublick, Cruso, Furmansky,
Gellman, Paul Goldmem, Kowalsky, Segal, Vertheim, Wisej
Mesdamos Benjamin, Halprin, Jacobs, Schoolman and Shulman.
Messrs. Mereminsky, Naiditch, Weisgal.

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann.

Dr. Josef Cohn, Mr. Isreeli, Dr. Roesenbluth
RECONSTITUTION OB COMMITTEE

It was agreed that official notices on the reconstitution of the Uommittee
be sent to the various orgenizations concerned and that they be asked to nominate
their representrtives in accordance with the by-laws. As agreed, the ZOA shall,
within a reasonable time, be entitled to ask for reconsideration of eny of the
by-laws since that body was not represented at the meeting at which the by-laws
were adopted. The by-laws are still to be examined by a legal sub-committee
and submitted to the full Emergency and Office Committee for acceptance.

The Secretary was asked to obtain the names of the party representatives
on the Nominating Committee, to which each organization would name one delegate.

JEVISH ARMY PROPQSAL

The Chairman said that it was desirable that the BEmergency Committee
define its policy more cleerly in regard to the Jewish Army proposal.

Dr. Goldmann reviewed briefly the line adopted by the Executive of the
Jew. sh Agency in its negotiations with the British Government. The pronosal
finally had been for a fighting force of 10,000 men of which &,000 would be from
Palestine and the rest from other countries, to fight wherever needed. This
proposal was rejected by the British Government. The Emergency Committee
should go on record as acreeing in principle with this pronosal - i.e. in favor
of & Jewlsh army the nucleus of which should come from Palestine, but also to
include Jews from abroad who might be free to enlist in such an army.

Mrs. Schoolman said that Hadassah has gone on record as favoring the
establishment at this time of a Jewish Military Force based on Palestine, and to
include Jews from Palestine as well as other Jews who are free to enlist, but
was against any recruiting in the Umited States at this time.

Mr . Bublick said thet Mizrachi also favored the establishment of a
Jewish Army based on Palestine, to be recruited elsewher: than in the United
States.

Mr. Mereminskl said thet the military force should be recruited from
Palestine and from those in a position to enlist with the consent of their govern-
mentsy and that we should recruit in America when we receive the authority from
the U.S. government.
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Mr, Segal contended thaet "Based on Palestine" is not clear.

Mr. Gellman stated that the resolution as adopted at the Commodore Hotel weas
submitted to and accepted by Mizrachi and if there were any changes made, at
this time, the new pronosal would have to be submitted back to his organization.

Mr. Weisgal submitted that the formula adopted by the Jewish Army Committee
was an acceptable one, but it depended on the manner of its execution.

Mr. Furmansky referred to the work of the Hechalutz in training young Jews
in this country who are ready to go to Palestine to fight or to work, and some
of whom are at this time actually on their way to Palestine.

Mr. Neumann put forward a proposal based on the following four pointsi

1. That we favor and shall exert our best efforts to bring about the
creation of a Jewish Army or Jewish Military Force to fight against the forces
of ageression, side by side with the U.S.A ., Britain end their Allies, and
under Allied Command.

2. That we favor that the Jewish Armmy be organized to operate in
Balestine and the Near East with Palestinian Jews as a nucleus.

3. That we favor the enlistment in the Jewish Army of Jews from all
parts of the world, whose services are not required by the countries of their
citizenship or domicile and whose enlistment in a Jewish Army may be permitted
and favored by the governments of their respective countries.

4. that no cempaign or propagenda for enlistment in the U.S.A. should be
undertaken unless and until conditions here are right for it.

Mr, Neumann added that American Jews should not be encouraged to enlist in
e Jewish Army until we get the approval of the government.

Discussion followed on the danger to Zionism in general in the attitude of
those who felt that American Jews should not be encouraged to enlist in a
Jewish fighting force, even if the American Government were favorable to such
enlistment. The point was also made that if we approach Breat Britain with the
idea that the Army be comnosed of a nucleus of Palestinien Jews, and the remain-
der of Jews who for various reasons were not accepted by their countries of
residence, it might prejudice our chances of getting a Jewish Army.

Mr. Grossman said that the opinions exnressed by those members who oppose
recruiting in the United States represented a danger to world Zionism. He
appreciated that it might be difficult for American Zionists to approach the
American Government with the idea of a Jewish Army, but it should be the duty
of the Jewish Agency to do so.

Mr. Cruso said thet he weas fully in agreement with Dr. Goldmann end

My, Orossman, and is opnosed to points 2 and 4 of Mr. Neumann's proposal.
be

Mrs. Halprin urged that the pronosasl / for an Army based on Palestine § but
there should be no thought of recruiting in this country in present circum-
stances. She thought that in this matter only American Zionists should speak
for American Jews to the American Covernment, and that the Jewish Agency or
eny other body had no right to speak for us.
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It was agreed that the following proposal be edited by the Office
Committee and submitted to the various organizations incorporated in the
Emergency Committees§ and returned to the Committee for confirmationt

"To favor an effort to secure the right to form a Jewish army,
mobilized and organized in Pelestine, to be composed, first of the
nucleus of Palestine Jews who have already enlisted or will enlist
and, second of other Jews in the world who mey legally be free to
enlist in such an army, which shall fight under Allied Command for
the survivd of the Jamish people and the preservation of democracy."

The meeting adjourned at 12ild p.m.

A. Lourie
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A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee for
Zionist Affairs was held on January 15, 1942 at 4430 p.m. at 41 East 42nd St.,NYC.

PRESENT:

Dr. Wise ( presiding), Messrs. (Qellman, Goldstein, Levinthal, Wertheimj
Mesdames Halprin, Jacobs, Shulmen.

Messrs. Ooldmann, Lourie, Neumann, Weisgal.

BEPORT FROM MR. BEN“GURION

Dr. Goldmann gave & resume of a written report from Mr. Ben-Curion on
conversations he had had with members of Colonel Donovan's of fice in Washington.

LETTER FROM JEWISH ARMY COMMITIED

A further letter from the Jewish Army Committee dated January 14, 1942
was circulated. Judge Levinthal reported that the ZOA Executive at its recent
meeting had unanimously resolved that the Emergency Committee be urged to seek an
agreement with the Army Copmittee on the basis of Mr. Lipsky's proposal; that
proposal aimed at securing an executive for the Army Committee which should be
acceptable to the Emergency Committee. Judge Levinthal also reparted that many
resolutions and letters had been received from Zionist districts protesting
against the failure of the ZOA to associate itself with the Army Committee cam-
paign. Many editorials had appeared in Zionist papers in support of the Army
Committee and he had only Just succeeded in stopning the Masada from printing an
editorial in their journal attacking the Zionist leadership "for letting the
Revisionists steal the show."

Mr. Wertheim urged that there be no further negotiations with the Jewish
Army Committee.

Mr. Weisgal and Dr. Goldmann supported the proposal that discussions con-
tinue with the Jewish Army Committee with & view to arriving at a list of execu-
tives, all of whom should be accepteable to the Emergency Committee.

Mr. CGellman added that this was a Revisionist enterprise and that if it
was desired to kill Revisionism it was essential that the Emergency Committee
should participate in the Army Committee and teke over effective control.

Mr. Neumann said that one had to accept as a fact that the Army Committee
had won the sympathy of the Jewish "man in the sreet." The Yiddish press was
Biving them full support, and they took the line that while they knew who were in
effect behind the Jewish Army Committee, it was necessary for the Zionists to get
in and teke control. The attitude of the ZOA Executive when speaker after speaker
had supported the proposal in favor of an agreement with the Army Committee, was
11lluminating and it should be added that a motion had been adopted there, that if
the Emergency Oommittee discontinued negotiations the ZOA should, on its own, seek
an agreement with the Army Committee.
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Mr. Wertheim said that under no oircumstances would the Poale Zion associate
themselves in an agreement with the Army Committee people even if this meant
wvithdrawal of the Poale Zion from the Emergency Committee. The Poale Zion was
ready to fight the Army Committee in every city.

Mrs. Halprin said that Hadassah was also very strongly against an agreement
with the Army Committee, but she deprecated both the idea of separate negotiatioms
by the ZOA, and the attitude of the Poale Zion in threatening withdrawal. This
line of action could only lead to chaos and the disruption of the Committee.

Dr. Goldmann supported this point of view. There was no use talking of
Zionist unity if we retort with thrests of withdrawal every time an important
issue came up. On the other hand, an unfortunate position would arise if the
Z0A pursued discussions on its own. He added that he was entirely in favor of
negotiations with the Army Committee but did not see how these were possible
against the opposition of two of the groups represented on the Committee. Accord-
ingly, he felt the best way out was the creation of our own Army Committee.

Judge Levinthal said that we should not be afraid to sit down with the
Arny Committee people though we should be suspicious of them and we must be sure
that we obtain the necessary safeguards and that it was not merely formal but
actual control which must be sought. He had seen Mr.Ben-Gurion in Washington
and the latter had told him that if Mr. Lipsky's condition was fulfilled, i.e.
the gxgcutive personnel were acceptable to the Emergency Committee, he would not
raise any objection.

Dr. Goldstein considered that it was a little surprising that a member of the
Emergency Committee should make a proposal for the ZOA to continue discussions on
its own against the view of the Emergency Committee. He urged that the only way
to escape from the oul de sac in which we now find ourselves was to initiate real
action.

Mrs. Jacobs urged that everything reasonably possible be done to achieve
unity and to do away with the spectacle of internal dissension.

Mr. Neumann referred to a remark of Mr. Wertheim's in which the latter had
sald that he was not averse to seeking an arrangement with the Revisionists
wvhereby they return to the Organization. Mr. Neumann thought that the time was
ripe for some step in this direction. He mentioned a talk with Dr. Akzin in this
connection.,

Mrs. Halprin said that Hadassah also thought that this might be a good time
to discuss with the Revisionists the question of thelr return. As to the Ammy
Committee matter, the attilude of the Z0A and Poale Zion had brought in new
factors. OShe suggested that the members of the Committee go back to their groups
with & view to seeking new instructions and that the matter be dealt with again
at the Office Committee meeting on the following Thursday.

RESSONNEL SUB-QOMMITTER

Mr. Neumann reported on behalf of this Committee which cohsists of himself,
Mrs. Pool and Mr. Sz0ld. The Committee was not yet prepared to make a recommenda-
tion regarding a man for Washington, but it was agreed that an administrative
assistant be secured to relieve Mr. Neumann as far as possible of routine work.
Two names were suggested, one of which met with some opposition. It was agreed
that Mr. Neumann investigate further the possibility of engaging Mr. P,
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Dr. Vise said that in the circumstances disclosed the salary of fered
should not exceed $5,000 per annum.

2D STATES IN MIDD ST
It was reported that Mrs. Pool had been in Washington that day. ©She had met
with George Moore of the Red Cross and also Major Riggs and Colonel Chickering
of the Near Bast Division of the War Department and had discussed with them ways
in which the Hddassah might provide effective help to American missions in the
Near and Middle East. It was suggested that these discussions might be of inter-
est to the Hechalutz who were seeking to send members of their organization to
Eritrea, Egynt, etc. in connection with American directed army and quasi-army
vorks in those areas.

It was agreed that the Office Committee meet again on the following
Thursday, January 22, 1942 at 4#30 p.m.

Arthur Lourie.




MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTER

January 22, 1942.

A meeting of the Office Committee was held on Thursday, January 22, 1942
at 4130 p.m. at 41 East 42nd Street.

PRESENT: Mr. Lipsky (presiding); Messrs.Bublick, Oruso, Ooldstein, Levinthal,
Szold; Mesdames Halprin, Jacobs, Pool.

Messrs. Ben-Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie, Neumann, Weisgal.
By invitations Mr. Kritzer, Mr. Isreeld.

The meeting was called for 4150 but owing to the lack of a quorum did not
begin until Sp.m. Mr. Lipsky read a lengthy agenda and it was agreed that thera
should be a further meeting of the Committee the following day, at 1845 P.m.

NEW_YORK TIMES EDITORIAL

The Anti-Zionist editorial in the New York Times was fully discussed.
It was urged that that editorial had created an almosphere which offered an
opportunity for a vigorous campaign on behalf of the Jewish Army. It was agreed
thatt

1) A letter be prepared for publication in the New York Times, to be
signed by Dr. Wise.

to
2) A public meeting/be devoted primarily to the Army issue be arranged

for Carmegie Hall on Wednesday, February 4.

3) An energetic propaganda campaign in favor of the Jewish Army idea be
initiated by the Emergency Committee through the organizations.

B) Telegrams should be sent out over Senator Wagner's signature to
members of the American Palestine Committee enlisting their support for
the Jewlsh Army idea.

5) An advertisement which might be linked up with the Carnegie Hall
meeting should be placed in the New York Times, or possibly some other
newspeper. Mr. Szold and Mrs. Fool voted against this proposal.

Mr. Ben-Curion was against the use of the name of the BEmergency Committee
in connection with such an advertisement.

B) An appropriation not exceeding £10,000 be made for the purposes of the
campaign, and a sub-committee to consist of Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal,

Dr. Coldmann and Mrs. Helprin plan the budget in respect of the campaign,
for submission to the meeting the next day.

M

It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Jewish Army Committee indlcating
that its most recent proposals embodied in & letter dated January 1l4th are not ac-
ceptable to the Emergency Committee, and putting an end to further negotiations.

Mr. Ben-Curion asked to have recorded with the minutes of the previous
meeting, a letter which he had sent to Judge Levinthal on this question.

A. Lourie
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MINUTES OF OFFICE CQMMITTER
AMERTQAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIQNIST AFFAIRS

January 23, 1942.

A meeting of the Office Committee was hald on Friday, January 23, at
1145 p.m. at 41 East 42nd Street.

PRESENTs Dr. Goldstein ( presiding); Messrs. Cruso, Szold; Mesdames Halprin,
Jacobs, Pool.

Messrs. Ben-Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie, Neumann, Weisgal.
MASS MEETING ASD ARMY PROPAGANDA

It was decided that a Zionist mass meeting devoted primarily to the
guestion of a Jewish Army should be held in Carnegie Hall on February 4th. A
gub-committee composed of Mr. Weisgal, Mrs. Halprin, Dr. Goldmann and Mr. Neumam
shall arrange the program.

The vhole question of propaganda and publicity for a Jewish Army was
discussed. 1t was agreed that a vigorous campaign was essential. Vhether or
not advertising space be taken in connection with the campaign was to be left
to the discretion of the sub-committee after seeing how far they are successful
in obtaining publicity in other ways.

The sub-committee was authorized to prepare a program on the basis of a
budget not to exceed £10,000 in connection with the campaign for a Jewish Army,
They ere authorized to spend 5,000 of this immediately (includive of the mass
meeting at Carnegie Hzll) without further suthorization from the Office Committee.

PUBLIC RELATIONS

The Public Relations Committee was authorized to appoint a sub-committee to
deal with the publication of headline books. This Committee was authorized to
spend up to $2,500 for the purpose of such publications.

ECONOMIO ADVISER

Mr. Szold suggested that the Oommittee consider the advisability of having
a man in Washington who should be able to inform the Emergency Committee of
economic and industrial developments as affecting Palestine. In this connection
the U.S5., Near Eastern missions in Eritrea, Egypt and Iran might be of great
interest to us.

It was decided that the Office Committeeshould meet again on the following
Monday, January 26, 1942.

A. Lourie




A meeting of the Office Committee was held on Monday, January 26, 1942.

PEESENT: Dr. Isresel Goldstein, presidingj Mr. Cellman, Mr. Cruso, Mrs. Halprin,
Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. Pool.

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann.
MEMORIAL SERVICES FOR CHIEF RABBI SCHORR

It was agreed that the Emergency Committee participate officially to-
gether with the World Jewish Congress and the Polish-Jewish.Federation in a

memorial service to the late Rabbi Schorr, to be held at the Congregation
Kehillath Jeshurun nexy Sunday aftvermoon at 4 p.m. Dr. Wise would speak as
Chairman of the Emergency Committee.

AIDDISH PRESS CONFZRENCE

Mr. Neumann reported on a luncheon conference with Yiddish editors in
vhich he and Mrs, Halprin had teken part and at which there had been a full
discussion on the action taken and to be taken by the Emergency Committee in
regard to the Jewlsh Army issue.

The representatives of the Yiddish prees had asked that they be shown
privately the exchange of correspondence between the Emergency Committee and
the Arny Committee. This was agreed to, subject to the condition that the
correspondence should not be published. .Moreover, copies should not be sent to
the editorial of fices, but should be shown to them personally at a suitable
opportunity.

The Yiddish editors had also suggested that their papers run a campaign
for signatures to a declaration in favor of the Jewish Army. Following a dis-
cussion in which it waes urged that it might be desirable that there be a large-
scale campaign of this kind conducted under the aegis of the Emergency Committee,
but that the matter should be discussed at a larger meeting of the committee,
it was agreed that the proposal that the Iiddish press donduct a petition in
their columns be approved. The declarations are to be returnable to the papers
themselves and not to the Emergency Committee. It was further agreed that there
be a call to action to Zionists in regard to the Army Committee matter to be
drafted by Dr. Wise, Mrs. Halprin and Mr. Neumann.

Mr. Oellman reported that he had just returned from the Middle Vest where
he had found that in general very little was known of the work, or even of the
existence of the Emergency Committee. It was unanimously agreeds

1) That the editors of the various Zionist journals be asked to priht
vonnuniques from time to time dealing with the work of the committee and to be
issued to them by the committee;

2) That arrangements be made to distribute a confidential report on the
vork of the committee to a select list.




Mr., Neumann reported that statements had appeared.in the Jewish press
that Gongrassman Somers was pronosing to push forward with his resolution on
the Yewish Army and that he claimed to have substantial support in Oongress.

Mr. Neumann had subsequently spoken to Congressman Somers' secretary and had
expressed doubte as to the advisability of trying to push the resolution at this
time. He had also explained to him the position with regard to the Jewish Army
Committee, on whose behalf Oongressman Somers was speaking that day in Phila-
delphia. Mr. Neumann expected to be in Washington on Wednesday and asked for
directions in taking the matter up further with Congressman Somers.

It was agreed that efforts should be made in Washington to ascertain
the chances of passage of such & resolution. It should be indicated to the
Congressman that it would be desirable to be sure in advance that the State
Department would not put obstacles in the way of the resolution for in that event
the rejection would constitute a set-back which might cause serious harm.

DELEGATION TOQ VISIT ENGLAND

Dr. Ooldmann reported that a request had come from London that a
leading American Zionist wvisit England to open the Keren Hayesod campaign and
at the same time to take the opportujity to conduct political conversatilons.

It was moved by Hrs- Pool and unanimously agreed that Rabbi Silver , who
had alreedy been aproached; Sight be available for a visit of two or three weeks,
be urged to undertake this mission.

20th ANNIVERSARY U.S. CONOGRESS RESOLUTION

On the proposal of Mr. Neumenn, it was decided in principle that a
plan should be prepared for the suitable recognition of the 20th anniversary of
the U.S. Congress resolution approving the Balfour Declaration.

QARNEGIE HALL MEETING

Mr. Neumann raised the question of speakers for the meeting at Carnegie
Hall on February 4th. The meeting decided against '&n invitation to Congress-
man Somers. It was agreed that Mr. Neumann and Mrs. Halprin should have a talk
with Mr. Van Paassen, and if satisfied that it would lead to cooperation on his
part with the Emergency Commib*ee and would not be used by Mr. Van Pagssen to
further the interests of the Army Committee, they should invite him to speak at
the Cernegie Hall meeting.

It was also agreed that either Rabbi Silver or Rabbi Liebman of Boston
be asked to speak at the meebing; also Mr. Ben-Gurion, alternatively- Dr. N ahum
Goldmann.

SIATUS OF MR. NEUMANN

It was agreed that this matter should be the first item on the agenda
of the next meeting.

SIGNATURE QOF CHEOKS

It was agreed that pending the appointment of a treasurer and of a func-
tioning budget committee, Mr. Gellman be authorized to sign checks on behalf of
the committee, together with the existing signatories.

A, Lourie




LINUTES OF ThE LEZTING OF THE PUBLIOC RELATIOIS COMMITTEE
HELD mONDAY, JANUARY 26, 1942, 8:3¢ P.M.
AT THE HOME OF MR. A, TULIN, 33C W. 72iID STREZT

PRESENT: Mrs, Halprin (in the chair) Mrs. Fool, Judcze Kross, hrs, Rosenschn;
wessrs, Chaim Greemberg, Gurfein, Neumann, Resenblati,

ADDITIOUAL LEMBERS:

ir, Neumann reported a letter had been received from Judge Rifkind de-
finitely declining to serve, while lkr. Sachs stated that he would like to dis-
cuss the matter.

It was decided to recommend to the Office Committee to consider the
naming of lrs, Tourover of Washington, D. 0,, and pessibly alsc lir, Mark Eisner,

COMLITTEE ON CHRISTIAN CLERGY:

Mr. Neumann reported that Rabbi Ira Eisenstein and Rabbl Theodore Lewls
had agreed to cooperate with Dr, i.iltcn Steinberg in mapping out a campaign of
education among the clergy. A meeting of this special committee is to be held
shortly.

SHORT-WAVE BROADCAST TO PALESTILIE:

Mr, lNleumann reported that Prof, W, F, Albright and Dr, Arthur Upham
Pope had agreed to serve on a small committee to supervise shert-wave broadcasts
to Palestine in Hebrew., The matter would now be pursued further,

REPRINTS:

1. Chapter XI — Wythe Williams book: kr, lieumann reported that
Mr. Wythe Williams had agreed to nake a condensation of Chapter XI of his book,
"Riddle of the Reich", and that a reprint would te made thereafter in accordance
with the previous decision,

X 2. Reprint of Dr., fkzin's article in Harper's - "The Jewish Question
After the War" -~ were available and would be distributed.

ir, lieumann reported that kr., Billikopf was following the work of the
Committee closely, returning the minutes with many interesting and valuable
annotations, IHe hoped to have a meeting with kr, Billikopf soon to discuss sev-
eral of the suggestions made by the latter,

CONFLRENCE WITH mR, EDWARD BERNWAYS:

Mr, Neumann reported on a conference he inad with lir. Bernays following
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the suggestion of Judge Levinthal. Iuax. Bernays suggested that the proper method
of procedure was tc engage a firm of publie relations specialists to make a sur-
vey for the Emergency Committee and formulate a general plan of action and speci-
fiec recommendations,

The Committee felt that such a survey would invelve a cocnsiderable
cost, while it is difficult to judge its ultimate value in advance. No action,

UR. DAS ON NEAR EAST:

Mr., beumann reported that Dr, Dag w.o is giving graduate courses at
City College on tue political problems of the liear East, intends to prepare a
summary outline of a book that he would like to write on that subject. The out-
line would be made available tc the members of the Committee if and when it is
prepared,

Z10uIST ARTICLLS:

imr, lleumann reported:

1, Life lagazine — Ben-Gurion article -~ An article on Jewish war
efforts in Palestine, over the signature of kr., Ben-Gurion, had been submitted to
Life lagazine, which is now considering it.

S, Wythe Williams — LIBERTY Magazine - "ythe Williams has agreed to
write an article for Liberty magazine on the same subject, in the mar future,

3. Dr.liebuhr's paper, Christianity and Orisis, has accepted an

article on the Jewish Question and Zicnism, written by Dugene Kohn and edited by
mr.Israel Geldberg,

4, The Nation has a series of two articles on the Jewish Question,
by Dr. Hiebuhr., These articles had been seen by one of ow friends before their
submission to The llation, They will appear in the near future.

Ned YORK TIwES EDITORIAL, JAIUARY 22, on the "Zionist Army": In connection with
this editorial, ikr. iJeumann reported:

1. Dr, retegorsky had drafted Dr. #ise's reply which was revised
by mr. Lipsky and krs. Halprin, and printed in The Times on January 26th.

2. An editorial was prepared by Mr. l‘eumann wnich was submitted to
hr, Uhl and printed in PM on Jarnuary 23rd.

3. A letter for the signature of Senator Wagner has been drafted,

4, lr,., Samuel Grafton of the Pest has promised wr. Weisgal to write
a column on the Jewish Army question,

5. Doake Carter has undertaken to write a column in The Mjrror.
6. Hugh Johnson also has promised to do a column on this subject,

7. br. Frank Gannett, owner of a chain of newspapers, has advised
his editors to favor our position on thne Jewish Army,




B8, Arrangenments are being wals fur & zess ra.ly ia Carnegle
Hall on February 4th.

9. Reprints of Dr. Wise's reply esad the two oditorlals are
being made.

PUBLIO RELATIONS WATSRIAL:

4 kit is being prepared for Zionists throughout the country,
containing editorials for out of town papers. addresses, radio speeches and
other material for public relations commiitess, iacluding 2 manual on public
relations,

HEADLINE BOOKS: -

kir. ileumann reported that the Committee on Fyblications was in
favor of commissioning Marie Syrkin to write a boock on "Palestine and The
War', The Committee felt that an effort should be made to get either
Mr. William Hard or lir, H, Powell, or some other writer to do that partic-
ular book, and that hiss Syrxin be invited to write some of the other head-
line books. In this connection lLr, Gurfein was to cowminicate with Mr,
Powell.

N, Y, U, FORUM OF THE AIR:

Mr. Neumann had reported that kr, Gurfein had secured thne con-
sent of the Forum to place a half hour at our disposal on the evening of
February 17th. The offer was accepted and arrangements are being made for
a discussion on the "Situation in the Near Zast', or 'ZFalestine and the Varl,

YIDDISE JOURNALISTS PRESS CONFERENOCE:

Mr, lleumann reported that he had arranged for a press conference
with the principal Yiddish writers on konday, January 26th. Other press
conferences will be arranged.

PRCF. W, F. ALBRIGHT:

Mr. Neumann reported on a successful luncheon addressed by Frof,
Albright in Cleveland - at the UPA Mational Conference - which was attended
by academicians and publicists. Prof, Albrignt nad declared publicly %nat he
Lhad been converted from cultural to political Zionism. IZfforts should be
made to utilize his influence in academic circles,

iEAR EAST QUARTERLY:

There was further discussion on this subject, following a report of
Prof. Albright's affirmative opinion on this project. It was agreed that the
matter should be pursued furiher and particularly that an effort be made to
find a group of scholars interesied in liear Eastern problems who are friendly
to the Zionist cause and willing to cooperate in producing such a Quarterly.

RADIO:

A discussion took place on the importance of developing a com-
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prehensive pregram cf activities over the radic networks, Judge Kross
and Mr, Gurfein volunteered to study the matter and bring their re-
commendations to the Ccmmittee,

STANLEY HIGH:

It was suggested that Mr, High be consulted with a view to
securing his advice on our public relutlcns work and possibly his ser-
vices as a writer,

In view of the fact that Rabbi iiilten Steinberg could not
attend meetings on londay night, it was decided that future meetings
be held on alternate lionday afterncons at 5:0C P,L.

lieeting adjourned,

EMAITUEL NEULASN
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MINUTES OF LBIETING OF THE OFFICE COILITIEE
OF THE AMERICAN ZMERGENCY COMMLITIEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

January 29, 1942

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee
was held on Jamuary 29th, 1942 at 43130 P. M.

PEESENT: Dr, Wise (presiding) Messrs. Cruso, Gellman, Goldstein; Mesdames
Halprin, Schoolman.

Messrs, Ben Gurion (later), Lourie, Neumann

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMLIT EB

It was agreed that lirs. Turover be nominated to the Public Relations
Committee; also Mr, Mark Eisner and Professor Fineman, if willing,

STATUS OF MR« NEULANN

Mr, Neumann said that he had been with the Committee for some months now
but that his status had not been clarified., In addition there were questions of
salary which had to be settled. It will be recalled that he had been originally
engaged on a part time basis with a possibility in mind that he might also con-
tinue his private law practice. In fact, he had been giving all of his time to
the work of the Committeel It was agreed that Dr., Wise should name a sub-com-
mittee to deal with these questions and to repert to the next meeting of the
Office Committee.

CARNEGIZ HALL MERTING

Mr. Neumann reported that the Hall had been engaged, tickets were being
distributed and action taken to publicize the meeting. In regard to program;
Ir, Wise would presidey Senator Permer had agreed to speak and also Mr. Bem Gurion.
Neither Dr. Silver nor Rabbi: Liédmem:n of Boston were avallable that night owing
to previous engagements. As additional speakers a number of names were suggested
as followst: William Creen, Max Lerner, George Backer, Frank Kingion, President
Shuster of Hunter College, VWeldo Frank and Nahum Goldmann. Opinion was ageinst
invitations being sent to Congressman Somers and Mr. Van Passen. The latter was,
in any case, speaking elsewhere on behalf of Hadassah that evening.

Mr, Neumann reported that the Leglonnaires wished to attend the meeting
as a distinctive group and to make a statement. It was agreed (lirs. Schoolman

contra) that they be allowed to make a brief statement prepared in advance in con-
gultation with the Committee,

JEWISE ARLY RESOLUTIONS IN COMGRESS

Mir. Neumann read a letter from Congressman Somers from which it arpeared
that the Army Committee had not had anything to do with his initiative in setting
down the Congress resolution on the Jewish kilit-ry Force. As regards yressing
the Army resolution, the desirability was again emphasized of ascertalining the
chances of acceptance of such a resolution by Congress. It was also suggested

that in séundipg out the Administration it would be well to await the return of
Mr.- B.
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Mr. Neumann reported that lir., Boake Carter was writing a syndicated
Lcolum on the Jewish Military Forze the following day.

EMERGENCY COMLITTEE FESOLUTION X7 ARKY

A draft resolution on the attitude of the limergency Committee to the
Jewish Military Force based on the proposal adopted subject to revitlon at the
last meeting of the Full Coumittee was considered, It was agreed that Mrs,
Halprin, Mr, Neumann and kr. Lourle should zmrepave a furtier dreft in the light
of the discussion for submiszion to the nexc meeting of the IFall Committee. It
was also agreed that for the Carnegie Hall ieeting a resolution be prepared sup-—
porting the right of the Yishuv to fight as a separats military force under its
own flags

CALL TO ZIONISTS

Mir. Neumann read a draft "call to Zionists!" to be signed by Ir. Wise and
the heads of the organizations. There was some discussion as to the nature of
the action in favor of the army proposal that should bYe undertaken at this tim,
It was suggested that what was needec #irsi wos a campaign of educztion amongst
the Zionists themselves but it was poimted oul that work along these lines had
been goling on for the last year in the 7iocnls! press and cn ths Zioanist platform.
Thus in Jamuary, 1941, the United Palestine Ap;eal coavention had adopted a resc—
lution in favor of a Jewish Milltary Force. CElmilerly at the Zionist Crganiza.
tion convention in September and at other msesings. The siatementSby Dr. Weizmann
Mir, Ben Gurion and Dr. Bernard Joseph on the subject had also been given wide
rublicity. It seemed to be agreed that vhat was wanted now was to educateor none
Zionlist=opinion. As to *i« action to that end, the pcint was made by Mrs. Halprin
that the time was not ripe for a dramaticcall involving deluging of Congressmen

with tekegrams,eThe work, she urged, should be undertaken -oyu - ordinary public
relations lines which might, of course, include public meetings and suitable
approaches to the press. It was agreed that Mrs, Halprin, Mr. Gellman, lir. Cruso
and Mr., Nenmann be constlfuted a sub-committee to reformuilate the call the che
Zionisv public,

HEPCET BY MR. BEN GURION

rs Ben Gurion reported on an interesting though still highly confidential
request to the Jewlsh Agency by the Navy.

He also referred to the recent terrorist acts in Falestine which had re-
sulted in the killing of three police officers: The body responsible for this was
a section of the Irgun Zvai Leumi. That body had split and it was members of the
abaider section which had perpetrated these acts. That section had a Nazi orienta-
tion. It had sent a man to Syria some time ago to establisheihere a base for 1ts
activities. This man Stern was mentioned in a recent news dlspatch as a suspect
for whom the police was searching. On the occupation of Syria these people had
returned to Palestine., The majority section of the Irgun was not responsible for
the murders but wererdaking advantage of the terror created by the other factiom
to extract money by threats. In answer to a question he said that these groups
were not today affiliated with the Revlsionistse.

LETTER FROM IRe SILVER

Mr, Neumann read a letter from Dr., Bilver urging that action be taken with
the American Jewish Oommittee with reference to the letter of Prcfessor Morris
Cohen supporting the Times editorial.

It was agreed that there be a meeting of the full Ccmmittee on Thursday
xk February 5 at 8130 end a meeting of the Office Committee on Friday, Feb, 6 at li/s—




CORRECTION OF MINUTES

In the mirmtes of the Office Committee meeting of January 2€
under the heading of "Jewish Army Couzatveel it should have been
recorded that Judge Levinthal voted against termination of the negotia—
tions with the Jewish Army Committee. '

A. Lourie




MINUTES OF OFF - ‘
MERIOA SERQSIOL OISR TOR 21018 AFFAIRS

Fridey, Februery 8, 1942.

A peeting of the Yffice Committee was held on Friday, February 6, 1942
at 41 E. 42nd Street, New York City.

PR3ISENT: Dr. Wise (presiding), Dr. Golbtein, Mr. Wertheim, Mesdames Halprin
and Jacobs.

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann.
RT { i %IT . VA S5

Mrs. Halprin stated that Mr. Van Peassen had informed cone of the
ﬁadasaah board members that he had completely revised his opinion of the Jewish
Army Vommittee. He had discovered that letters and telegrams had been sent out
under his name without his approval. He mev nothing of the negotiations which
had been proceeding between the Army Committee and the Emergency Committee. He
was now satisfied that the people behind the group were fascist in character.
He was resigning from the Army Committee on Mouday.

" 4

It was agreed, in accordance with a verbal communication from Judge
Levinthal to the secretary, that a clause be inrcerted in the by-laws which should
come up for final confirmation at the next meeting of the full committee, that
the orgenizations represented on the committee be allowed to name proxies to
attend in the nlace of representrtives of any group unaeble to attend at a varti-
cular meeting.

STaTUS OF MR. NEUMANN

The chairman stated that he was appointing Dr. Coldstein, Dr. Nahum
Goldmann and Mrs. Halorin who, together with himself, would act as a sub-committee
to make a recommandation in this matter.

POLITICAL MATTZRS

(a) Mr. Neumann reported that Ambessador Steinhardt would be leaving
this week—end to take un his duties in Turkey. A number of memoranda had been
submitted to him for his consideratioh. It had been suggesied to him that he
might find it of interest to make contact with Mr. Shertok, and he had also been
informed that Mr. Eliahu Epstein was in Ankare as a representavive of the Agency.

(b) Army resolution before Congresss I% was agreed that inquiries be
made among our friends in Washington as to the possibility of farorable action
by Congress on a resolution in support of a Jewish army; also that the matter be
discussed with Mr. Sumner Welles. Mention was made of the fact that Congressmen
Bomers was known for his anti-New Deal position.

(o) Jewish Army Campaignt A letter fromSenator Johnson of Colorado in
ansver to the Times editorial had been circulated by Mr. Neumann's department.
The Times had failed to publish Senator Johnson's renly. The editorial in PM and
certein other material had also been circulated. It was proncsed to release on
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Tuesday or Wednesday messages whiich Senator Vagndr had received in reply to his
recent telegram on the Jewish Army. Nkr. Neunanrn's department had prepared & kit
of material for distribution, including noinis for letters, radio talks, feature
writers, etc.

d) Oall to Zionists 1 A revised draft woe ready. It was agreed that the
final version should go out on Monday, signed by the heads of the organizations.
Oertein amendments were nrovcesed including one emphasizing the importance of the
work being carried on through and with the official Zionist bodies.

TION MMITTED

Mr. Wertheim referred to a meeting of Zionists which Mrs. Pool had
calld in Chicago for public relations purposes. Judge Fishier had put up a
strong opposition to the establishment of any public relations committee there.
He regretted to say that lMrs. Pool's pronosal had been negatived, and urged that
the matter be taken up 2gain with the Chicago Zionist leadsrs.

IELEQRAM FROM DR. GOLDMAN.

Mrs. Halprin said she understood thst letters had been received by the
Committee prior to the Cernegie Hall meeting from Dr. Solomon Goldman and from
Judge Fisher. 3he felt that these should have been circulated to the members
since they bore on the desirability of organizing such a meeting at all,

Mr. Neumenn stated that as far as he was aware no such letter had been received
from Judge Fisher. A wire had come from Dr. (ioldman when the nreparations for
the meeting were well advanced; speakers had Leen engagzl; and the office vas
working at full pressure, and he regretted that by an oveisight the wire had not
been circulated.

ANFORMATION LETTER

Reference was again made to the proposal which had been favored at the
previous meeting for a regular (possibly monthly) summary of current developments
which should be circulated in the form of a confidentiel bulletin.

With regard to the distribution of such a bulletin Mr. Neumann said
that he was loath to deal directly with the constituencies (i.e. the various
public relations Committees) although Rabbi Breslau had urged last year that the
Emergency Committee should undertake such direct communications.

It was agreed that the maintenance cf contacts ¢iih the Public Relations
Committees through this bulletin should be given considerziion by the Organiza-
tions. -

RHSAR {IST S

It was stated that in the current year there would be celebrateds

a) the 26th anniversary of the Jewish Legion

b) the 20th anniversary of the U.S5. Conpress Resolution on the
National Home policy.

@) 25th anniversary of the Balfour Declaretion.

With regsrd to the first, Mr. Neumann asked for directions as to whether
an effort should be made to get Congress to reaffirm its nosition as of 1922.
The changed political situstion would make such action more difficult, though on
the other hand it might be easier in one way since what would be asked was a
Ieaffirmation of a policy previously adopted.
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Dr. Coldrann sald that if it would require months of concentrated work
to obtain the pass:ge of such a resolution he doubted the desirability of putting
all the stressoof our political work on this one Jbb. It would be more impor-
tant if we could obtain approvel for a resoiution on the Jewish Military Force.

After further discussicn it was agreed that there would be no objection
to consulting the majority and minority leaders on the matter. So far as the
State Department wes concerned, however, the caly point to be taken up with then
at this stage should be that of the attitude of the administration to the reso-
lution in regard to the Jewish military force. It was also esgreed that it would
be desirable to arrange for sveeches in Congress on the anniversary of the
passage of the resolution.

It was further agreed that efforts should be made to arrange a national
radio hook-up in commemoration of the anniversary of the CongressResolution.

As regards the second, the Jewish Legion Anniversary, it was provosed
that a dinner be organized under the suspices of the Committee. It was agreed
that Dr. OGoldmann, Dr. Goldstein, Mrs. Halprin and Mr. Wertheim, together with
Mr. Neumann, should give consideration to this proposal with a view to the
possibility of arranging a dinner celebration, and remnort back to the Committee.

LETTEF QF PROF. MORRIS COHEN TO TINES RE JEWISH ARMY

Two letters had been received from Dr. Silver urging that in view of
Professor Cohen's official position on the Peace Institute of the American Jewish
Committee, the matter of his letter to the Times should be taken up officially
with the last-hamed body.

It was agreed that a communication be addressed to the Chairman of the
Arerican Jewish Committee to inquire whether the Professor's letter had been
written with the sanction of the American Jewish Committee or of their Peace
Institute of which he was the chairman.

A revised draft of the resclution provisionally adonted Bt the last
meeting of the full committee was read as followss

"BE IT REJOLVED that the American Emergency Committee for
Zionist Affairs, representing the organized Zionist movement in
America, records its wholehearted endorsement of the pronosal for
the formation in Palestine of a Jewish militery force to fight
pide by side with Great Britain, the United States and the other
United Nations. The Emergency Committee will use its best efforts

to secure for the Jews of Palestine the right to raise such a
military force, to comprise Palestinian Jews, including those
already eserving with Jewish units in the Near East, and such
Jews from other countries, including stateless Jews, as may be
legally free to enlist in such a Force. F

A letter was read from Judge Levinthal criticieing the inclusion of the
reference to "stateless Jews". It was pointed out that at the meeting of the
full committee at which the matter was considered, & heated discussion had taken
place on this point, and it was then decided to include such a reference in the
resolution. The resolution as read was recommended for adoption to the full
committee.




Mr. Neumann rerorted that Mr. Frank Gennett had come out in wholehearte!:
support of a Jewish Military Force and had puvlished an excellent leader on the
subject (which will be circulated) in his chain of newepepers. A press confer-
ence was also planned on the same subject in the near future.

HH u i s l&\ 1

Mr. Neumann reported that frow infcrmation received by him, the Comuite
tee apparently had a good deal of money to spend. To the five rooms they were
already occupying, they were now adding & furcher three. He had been informed
that they had §.5,000 with which to work and were spending at the rate of
£10,000 a month. Mr. Strelsin had given them money and had also secured money
for them from others and they vere now forming an kxecutive Committee of fifteen
members. Following the Emergency Committee conference with members of the
Yiddish press, Mr. Grossman- on behalf of the Army Committee, had called a
similar conference and read to them the exchange of corresoondence between the
Zmergency Committee and the Army Committee. He understood however that
Mr. Meckler of the Morning Journal would take the position that the narity pro-
posal put forwerd by the Army Committee was one the Zionist leadership could not
be exnected to accept.

Mr. Neumann added thet the Zionists should be apnrised of the character
of the group behind the Army Committee, but that he thought an open fight with
them was undesirable.

There was some discussion on Mr. Grossman's action in joining the
Army Committee. It was pointed out that he had been invited to attend the meet-
ing of the Office Committee at which a final devision was to be taken on the
negotiations with the Army Committee, but that he had failed to attend.
Mrs. Halprin added that the Army Committee, in their espproach to peonle, were
going out of their way to poison them against the Zionist leadership.

It was agreed thet a letter be sent to Mr. Orossman signed by Dr. \ise,
asking for an explanation of his action in Joining the Army Committee once he
was aware of the attitude to that body of the Emergency Committee; and asking
further how he could reconcile his position as a member of the Army Committee
with membership of the Emergency Committee.

It we= agreed that Dr. (Ooldstein and Mr. Neumann should try to see
Mr. Van Paassen, if possible before Monday, as it was understood thet he was
leaving town that day. Reference was made to Mr, Van Paassen's letter to the
WReconstructionist" in which he stated that the Zionist leadership had last year
interviewved Lord Halifax and informed him that they were against raising a
Jevish force. The ‘ecretery was instructed to search the minutes in order to
see if there was anything in the record which might have a bearing on this
allegation.

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBIRSHIP ON T . NMITT?

Letters were read from the Order Yons of Zion and the Hapoel Hamizrachi
asking for representation on the Committee. It was steted that the Order Sons of
Zion hes an agreement with the Z0A in 8erme of which they enjoy certein repre-
sentation on the committees of that body, but that they overate as a separate
organization. It was poilnted out that if representation were accorded the
Order Sons of Zion, other bodies like the lational Workers Alliance would also
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geek representationj again, if the Hapoel Hamizrachi were included in the Coumit
tee, groups like Habonim and Junior Hadsssah would also claim represent:tion. Iu
might oven the way for an embarrassing number of other applications.

It was agreed that a letter be sent ©“L the bodies corcerned expressing
regret that the Committee was unable to accede to their request, placing stress
on the political side of the Committee’s work and urging that they seek represen-
tstion through the Mizrachi and ZOA respectively.

EXCHALUTZ LOAN

A letter was read from the Hechalut: requesting that the balance of
$840 of an original loan of 1,840 mads to the llechalutz by the Emergency COommit-
tee in May 1940 be converted into a grant in eld. Criticisz was expressed of the
failure of the Hechalutz to carry out its obligations. It was finully agreed
that they be absolved from further payments but thet the ovinion of the Committee,
that their attitude indicated an imnroner appreciation of their responsibilities,
be incorporated in the letter to them.

Dr. Nehum QGoldmenn reported on the meeting which had taken place on
Friday, January 30 between subcommittees of the Zionist and non-Zionist negotia-
ting bodies. He read the draft proposals as they now stood.

Unanimous agreement had been reached on the Galuth: issues. As regards
the Palestine matters, Mr. Maurice Vertheim (the non-Zicnists had been represen—
ted by Mr. wertheim, Mr. Medalie and Mr. Held) said that ths non-Zionist
negotisting committee wished the negotiations now to assume a more formal and

official character; accordingly they were &;p..s -ng the Awerican Jewish Coumittee
officially of the negotietions and further discussions would be conducted on be—
half of the Committee itself. A sub-committee had now been appointed by the
American Jewish Committee to make redommendations to the full Executive Committee
and only after consideration by that body would the discussions with the Zionists
he resumed. That might take several weeks.

Mr. Wertheim had urged that the Jeiioh Aruy proposals should be taken off
the agenda on the ground that they had nothing to do with the Peace Program. He
added that there was grest opposition within the Cormittee %o that proposal. It
wvas pointed out that since a united pregram cf action was envisaged, the failure
to come to an agreement on this particular matter might be a sodrce of friction,
as it was not one which th: Zicnists could g've up. It Lol elso been made clear
by Dr. Goldmenn that so far as the Uommonwealbh issus was concerned, if the non-
Zionist reoresentatives ceme back with a negative attitude 5o this also, it was
a8 well that they should know that there would be no basis for further discussions.

VAAD BITAQHON

A letter was read from the Vead Bitachon steting that it had transmitted
close to $45,000 to Palestine but that ther: was still ouistanding $4,000 due
from Mizrachi (balance on a note), $8,500. from the Labor Group, and, contingent
unon the collection of these suns, Hadassah was retaining {15,000 promised to
the Vaad Bitachon.

Mr. Wertheim said that it was imposaible to talk of going out now for a
further senarate campaign for the Vaead Bilachon. They had had a combined campaig-
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with the Hechalutz of the vroceeds of which, £17,000 or {18,000 had gone to the
Hechalutz and the rest to Bitachon. They could not do any more.

It was agreed that the metter should be referred to Mr.Ben-Lurion.

ELPENSZS OF COMMODORE HOTZL .2 TING

It was agreed that Rabbi Heller should be re-imbursed for expenses in-
curred by him in respect of the meeting called by Dr. Wise on December 18 at the
Botel Commodore.

POLITICAL OOMMITTED

Mrs. Halprin urged that a political commiitee be set up to give consider-
ation to a number of fundamen:cl nroblems. There wer: a host of committees which
were giving thought to vost—war guestions and it was desirable that the Zionists
should elso do some thinking - e.g. on such matters as the Federation idea, the
implicetions of the Commonwealth pronosal, ets. The Committee as presently
constituted was swamned by matters of deteril and would always be so swamped.
Possibly this committee might be called a pcst-war aims coumittee.

It was agreed that the matter be deferred to a fuller meeting and the
hove was exnressed that Mr. Ben-Gurion, Judge Levinthal end Dr/ Silver would be
present at a discussion of this subject.




MINUTES OF MEETING OF PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE
HELD MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1942, at 5 P.M,
At 41 Fast 42nd Ot., New York.

Mrs, 5. W, Halprin (in the chair), Mrs, David de Sola Pool,
Dr. lilton Steimberg, Messrs, A. Tulin, D, Wertheim, Emanuel
Neumann; Dr, D. Petegorsky, by invitatien.

Excuse for absence was received {rom Mr., M, Gurfein.

OALL T0 AMERICAN ZIONISTS ON JEWISE MILITARY FCRCE

The final draft of the call to be issued by the Emergensy Committee
to all American Zionists on the subject of a Jewish lillitary Force in Pales-
tine was read and certain changed suggested.

COMMITTEE ON CERISTIAN CLERGY

Dr. Steinverg suggested that Ratbl Philip Bornsteln, of Rochester,
who has a very intimate aud extensive scquasintenceshly amoag the Christlan
clergy, be asked to take the chairmenship of tlis Gommitiee, on which Rabbi
Ira Eisenstein and Rebbi Theodore Lewis had already agreed to work with Dr.
Steinberg.

Nr, Neumann reported that Rabbl Barnstein was prepared to come %o
New York for a few weeks to participate in this work.

It was moved by krs., Halprin and sz2conded by Mrs, Pool that Rabbi
Philip Bernstein be asked to come to New York %o meet with Dr,Steinberg and
work out & program of action cn the spot, Tais moilon was unanimously
approved.

Dr. Petegorsky suggested that Rabbi Max Arzt, who is now lecturing
as the Jewish representative for the Conference of Jews and OChristians, be co-
opted on the Committee which is to deal with Christian clergy. Mr, Neumann
proposed that Prof. Albright's help be solicited, since he would be in New
York during the coming few weeks when he was to give a series of lectures,
and that a omall mumber of key people among the olergy should be asked %o
meet Prof, Albright. It was agreed that it was most important to contact the
key people among the Christian clergy.

NEW YORK OHAPTER OF AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE

Mr. Tulin reported that he had %he nucleus of a New York Chapter
prepared. He planned to use his personal friendships which he had bullt up
in New York. He suggested the names of Oharles Burlingham, Grenville
Olark and Walter Pitkin, with perhaps ome of the first two mentioned as
chairman, He believed that these names would guarantee the interest of others.

It wae decided that Mr, Tulin and Mr. Neumann meet the following
day to discuss the matter further and that Mr. Tulin would invite Judge Kross,
Mr. Rosenblatt and Mr., Gurfein to be present at this meeting.

L4
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RADIO TIME

Mr, Neumann reported that we were to have a half-hour on the N,Y,U.
Forum of the Air, on Station WEVD, on February 17th, from 10:00 to 10:3C P.M.,
and that Prof, Albright and Dr, Fope will participate in the broadcast,
together with Dr. Machum Goldmann and Mr. Neumann. It was agreed that a
recording should be made of this broadcasti.

Mr. Neumaun further reported thal Tudge Levinthal had urged that
radio programs on a much lavger scale showld be arranged. He had further
guggested that all the various Zionist groups might join in buying radio
time for a year.

With regard to the broadcast which is being arranged for April, om
the 20th Anniversary of the United States Congress Resolution approving the
establishment of the Jewish National Home in Palestine under British kandate,
Mr, Neumann reported that the suggesthon had been made to obtain the ser-
vices of Mr, Corwin, the radioc script writer who had prepared the excellent
Bill of Rights broasdcast. Mr. James Wise, with whom Mr, Neumann had dis-
cussed this progran, was of the opinion iiat Dorothy Dacker would be the best
person to work wita Mr, Corwin., Mr, Wise had also suggested Merrill
Dennison, another radio script writer, if Mr, Corwin caanot undertake 1it.
Another name suggested was that of Mr., Fhil Cohen, who is also doing some
work for Mr, Macleish,

Mr, Neumann is to discuss the whole question of the Anniversary
radio program with Mr. Israel Goldberg.

HEADLINE BOOKS

At the previous meeting of the Public Relations Committee it had been
decided that an effort should be made to get either Mr, William Hard or
Mr. H. Powell to write the book on "Palestine and The War". Mr, Neumann
reported that Mr. Hard had been away on a tour but would return to Washington
Wednesday. The earliest he 3ould be seen would be Friday. Mr. Gurfein, who
was to have contacted Mr, Powell, had not yet done so since he understood
that lr. Hard was to be approached first,

Mr, Neumann suggested that in the meen*ime Marie Syrkin should be
agked to start with the book on the Arab question, M-s. Pool and Mrs,
Halprin thought that the first took to be published should be written by
a non-Jew of note. Dr, Petegorsky pointed out that in the case of a head-
line book the most important thing was the subject and the fact that the
materiel presented was authoritative, rather than the name of the suthor.
He was of the opinion that the advantage %o be gained by having the book
prepared by someone who was thoroughly familiar with the subject matter
would be much greater than that derived from having the name of sn outstand-
ing non-Jew attached to the book., He also stressed the importance of
setting several people to work on headline books simultaneously, pointing
out that if four people were given assiguments two books would result, and
if two people were asked to do books we might get none.

Dr. Petegorsky also pointed out that the Penguin people were be-
ginning to publish books in the United States and that it might be possible
to have them accept a manuscript.

No decislons were taken.




ZIONIST YOUTH COLLISSION'S REPRINT OF EXTRAOT FROM PEEL OOMMISS.JN REPORT

Mr. Neumann reported that Dr. Bardin had had a reprint made for
the Zionist Youth Commission of that part of the Peel Commission report
which dealt with the historical survey of Zionism up to the Balfour
Declaration. Mr, Neumann felt that this was a very useful pamphlet and
he suggested that the Public Relations Committee order it in large
quantities. The cost would be 5} cents per copy.

1t was decided to ask Dr, Bardin to hold the type a little longer,

pending the study of the pamphlet by other members of the Public Relations
Committee,

FUTURE WEETINGS

Since meetings in the afternoon could not be attended by a number
of members of the Public Relations Committee, it was declided %o revert
to the evening meeting, posaibly holding an occasional meeting in the
afternoon. The next meeting is to take piice Monday evening, February
23rd, and the following one a week after inat.

Meeting adjourned,




CONFIDENTIAL

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEETING
AMBRICAN EMERGHICY COMMITTEE FOR ZJOJIST AFFAIRS

Thursday, February 12,1942

A meeting of the Office Committee yas held on Thursday, February 12,
at 4 Puli., at 41 BEast 42nd Street, New York City.

PRESENT: Messrs. Szold (in the chair), Bublick, Goldstein, Levinthal, Werthelm j
*lizgdases Halprin, Jacobs and Pool.

Messre., Ben-Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie and Petegorsky.

RESIGHMATION OF MR. HESS

Exchange of correspondence between Mr. Ress and the secretary was read.
In a letter dated February 1lth Mr. Ress informed the Committee of his resig-
nation.

ASSISTANCE TO MRS. JABOTINSEY

It was reported that Mr. Naiditch, in a letter to the Committee, copy
of which had been sent to the Hadassah, had urged that the payments of $50, per
month agreed to by the Committee shéuld be increased to §100. This was apart
from the $35. monthly provided by the Matz Foundation.

Mr. Ben-Gurion said that he would cable to the Zionist Executive in
Jerusalem urging them to allocate a pension of §100. a month to lirs. Jabotinsky.
He felt that these payments should not be made by the Emergency Committee, which
had received funds for specific work not covering allocations of this kind.

Mrs. Pool stated that Hadassah had had the matter before them at their
last Board meeting but that they could not spare monies for this purpose.

: It was agreed that pending a reply from the Jerusalem Executive, lir. Ben-
Gurion and Mrs. Pool should decide between them how the next payments should be
provided.

STATEMENT BY MR. BEN-GURION

Mr. Ben-@urion read to the Committee the text of a telegram which he had
received from Jerusalem in reply to his own cable with reference to the allo-
cation of funds for work in Washington, as follows:i-

NEXECUTIVE APPRECIATES IMPORTANCE YOUR SETTLING WASEINGTON APPROVES
YOUR PROPOSAL BUT TRUSTS COOEDINATION EMERGENCY COMMITTEE ASSURED
WOULD AFPRECIATE INFORMATION THIS REGARD ALSO VIEW REVISIONIST PUB-
LICITY REGARDING OPEN CONFLICT BETWEEN YOURSELF AMERICAN FRIENDS
SUGGEST USE FAR AS POSSIBELE ZIONIST OFFICES WASHINGION...."

Mr, Ben-Curion also reported that the J.T.A. and the Jewish Press Ser-
vice had issued mischievous reports in regard to his setting up a separate cffice
in Washington, the source of which should be traced. The Revisionist papers had

embellished these stories, and from wires received from England W
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it sppeered that a good deal of concern had been aroused abroad on the basis of
false information.

Adherenceg to United Nations Declarationt Mr. Ben-Gurion referred to the
notice issued by the State Department with reference to the adherence of various

authorities vwhich are not governments to the United Nations Declaration.

Myr. Ben-Gurion had cabled the Jewish Agency Executive in London asking whether
they propose to teke action in this connection, and the seme day had received
a csble from Dr. Weizmenn asking that action be deferred until his arrival in
Amerifa. Following a consult:tion with friends whom he (Mr. Ben-Gurion) had
seen in Washington, who agreed that the Agency should record its adherence to
the Declarstion, a formula had been worked out, as follows!

"The Jewish Agency for Palestine notes with satisfaction that the
American Government, as the depository of the Declaretion of Brincinles
of the United Nations, invites the support of all liberty loving peovles
to the principles of that Declaration. I am authorized by the ®xecutive
of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, which was established and exists by
virtue of Article IV of the Mandate for Palestine, to file with you
a statement of adherence to the nrincinles of that Declaration.”

The text of this had been cabled to Ur. Veizmann.

: In answer to an inquiry, Mr. Ben-Curion said that the stetement of ad-
herence would be sighed by Dr. Veizmenn and that following trensmission to the
State Deoertment it would, after a suitable interval, be given publicity.

Mr. Ben-Gurion went o~ to say that the main ourpose of his going to
Washington was to study whet could be done ther: and in what way. Apart from
$he Stete Department, he had tried to find out whether there were other agencies
which might heln in shaping policy on Palestine. One such Department was that
of Col. Donovan, Co-ordinator of Information. He had already reoorted on an
interview he had had with that Department. He had offered them the coopera-
tion of the Jewish Agency in various directions so far as their work in the
Middle Bast was concerned. Neturslly, though, as he had explained, this could
not be behind the back of Grest Britain. The Department had sent a special man
to the Middle East and he was in contact with representatives of the Jeiish
Agency.

Mr, Ben-Gurion renorted further on an interview which he had had with
Mr. Bullitt. One point of interest which had emerged was that for the time being
the Federation idea was dead. Apparently neither among the Arabs nor among the
British was it seriously considered at nresent.

Mr. Ben-Gurion had also seen Judge Rosenman snd at the latter's request
had sent him a memorandum on the problem in Palestine.

- t Hr. Ben-Qurion seid that the Zionist
movement in this country, with the full approval of the Zionist Executive, was
conducting negotietions with the American Jewish Committee. He did not lmow
whether those negotiations would succeed, but he believed that there was a real
possibility. Were unity on post-war aims to be achieved with the American
Jevish Committee, it would be a matter of the first importance. Mr. Ben-Gurion
had received a copy of the Uongress Bulletin, the editorial of which made
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reference to the American Jewlsh Committee and the effect of which might De

very injurious %o any prospects of unity. Directing the Congress were leading
members of the Bmergency Commiciee, who musi be ceemed responsible for such an
editorial, even if they had not read i1t. It was a mlechievous article which
could do great harm to Zionism. Mr. Ben-Gurion repeaved that it would be of the
greatest importance if we could get the support of the Anerican Jewish Committee
and althouzgh the Congress was of course not undsr the diraction of the Emer-
gency Committee, the American Jewish Committee knsw that the Congress leaders
were on this Committes and he did not see how they could conduct two policies.

This view was geacra .y endorsed by those present.

Dr. Goldmann said that the editorial arose out of an address by lir.
Wertheim, the new chairman of the American Jewish Committee, in which he re-
ferred to that hody as the power house of mcral strength of the Jewry of this
country. The editorlial was irtended to contest the clalm of the Committee to
be a dominant factor in Jewish life here. T0Tr, Goldmann agrsed, however, that
the artvicle was, to say the least, unnecessary.

It was agreed that the matter should be discusssd with Mr. Lipsky and
Dr. Wise, urging that it was undesirable tqmguﬂ{gt%%polemics with the American
Jewish Committee at this time. 1t was also - hat the Emergency Committee
organizations represented in the Congress should take up the matter there.

The question was discussed as to whethsr a letter disasseciating the
BEmergency Committee from this editorial be sent to the American Jewish Committee

or, alternatively, that Mrs., Pool convey to them informally the feeling of the
Emergency Committee that the editorial did not represant the views of the
Committee. It was decided that before such asction be undertaken the matter be
discussed with Mr, Lipsky and Ir.Wise.

Dr. Goldstein polnted out,in conclusion,that Mr, Wertheim, as chairman
of the Committee, was undoubtedly facing great difficulties in his own group
in regard %o the discussions with ourselves, and that it was of real importance
that we should do whatever we could to strengthen Mr. Wertheim'!s hands.

UNITED STATES NORTH AFRICAN MISSIONS

Mrs. Pool rerorted further on Hadassah'!s action in regard fo the North
African missions (see Minutes of Meeting of Jan. 15,1942). Colonel Chickering
and Major Riggs were now in Cairo. The Hadassah representatives in Jerusalem
had been informed of the contac’ established here. Mrs.Pool added that Hadassah
was contemplating an offer to the Red Cross to represent them in Palestine.

FPAN-ABAB CONFIRENCH

Dr. Goldstein stated that reports had appeared in the Yiddlsh press of
a proposed Pan~Arab Conference among the sponsors of which would be Baudl Arabia.
Mr. Ben-Gurion said that he had no information at all on this subject and 1t
was agreed that inquiries should be made. It was also agreed that press items
of speclal interest should be circulated to members.
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v DARTEN REFUGEES

A report which had been received from Palestins on the deplorable
condition of the interned refugees from the Steamship "Darien' was read to the
meeting; alsc a telegram from Dr. Wiee to Lord Halifax requesting that he re-
ceive a delegation on this subject, anc the reply from lir. lialcolm stating that
Lord Halifax was at present away from Washiagtoi but that the matter would be
put before him on his return. 1t was reported further thet the matter had been
taken up with Lord koyne in Jondon, but that the latter had given a negative
reply to the representatlons made to him for the release of these people, and
even to the request that the threat of deportation which continues to hang
over them should be withdrawn. Jhere was reason to belleve that the situation
in Palestine was much more tense even than the report indicated. An additional
reason for approaching Lord Halifax had been that it was believed that he had
been helpful in obtaining the reversal of the decision with reference %o the
"Patria¥ refugees.

The question arose as to whether it was desirabdle to ask Senators on the
American Paleghine Committee to intervens. It was urged that everything possible
to emphasize the gravity of the matter be done because if, as a result of the
existing situation, a crisis developed ia Pgiesiine (which was by no means im-
pogeible), it might do grave harm to the British cause. Doubt was expressed as
to whether the aid of the Benators should be iavoked at this time, in view of
their official pusition, but it was finally agreed that the matter be put to
Senator Pepper and to Senator Wagner as tc whether an intervention on their part
with the Embassy would be proper and if the zaswer was in the affirmative the
final decision be left with the officers.

In addition, it was agreed that the intervention of lir. William Green
be sought and also the ald of Mr. Pickett of the Quakers, Mr. James MacDonald
and Dr, Atkinson of the Nn)ld Church Peace Union. Dr. Petegorsky mentioned that
Prof. Tawney had come to Washington as an uncfficial advisor to the British
Brbassy on labor matters and might be helpful.

STRUMA REFUGEES

A cable from Dr. Ebner, head of the Rumanian Immigrants Organization in
Palestine, describing the terrible plight of the 700 refugees on the Steamshlp
"Struma”, which had been stranded outside Istambul for the past two months, was
read. Mr. Lourie reported on the conversations between Dr. Rosenblueth and
himself, and Mr. Levitt of the J.D.C, in which it had been suggested that a joint
delegation on behalf of the J.D.C. and of the Emergency Commitiee should inter-
view the Turkish Ambassador with a view to obtaining the right for the 2
to land. Mr, Levitt hed pointed out that one difficulty would be that the J.D.O,
which had already sent remittances to maintain the refugees on board, might be
asked by the Turks to give an indefinite undertaking to maintain these peorle in

Turkey. He did not know whether the J.D.C. would be in a position to give such
an undertaking.

It was agreed that representatives of the Bmergency Committee should see
the Turkish Ambassador on this matter, if possible with J.D.C., representatives,
otherwise alone.

el
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LETTER FROM COMMITTEE FOR A JEWISH ABMY

A letter from the Committee for a Jewish Ar dated February 9th,
was read, betrmoemetion—was—Llaken. —___EF;\.;.JA:: .Acc-daﬂh —H&e& Ne r_lr:i‘:'ﬂv'l

LETTER FROK MR. VAV FAASSEN TO DR.WISE

The Committee was informed of the contente of a letter from lr. Pierre
an Peassen to tha Committee for a Jewish Aray announcing his resignation from
that body. Copies of this letter had been sent to Dr. Wise and to Miss Julliet
Benjamin., Mr. van Paassen had subsequently, in answer to a telegtam from Dr.
Wise, asked that no publicity be given his letter as he proposed to make a
statement.

Judge Levinthal reported that a press reporter had telephoned Mr. wvan
Paassen while he was in Chicago to inquire as to whether he had in fact re-
slgned from the Committee. Mr. Brainin had spcoken to the reporter and informed
him that Mr. van Paassen had not resigned but that if he did do so it would be
only because of lack of time,

Dr. Goldmann referred to a conversation he had had with Mr. Strelsin of
the Committee for a Jewish Army. There was now a possibility of getting such
people as Btrelsin and van Paassen to cooperate with us, but in that case arrange-
ments 'migt be made to enable them to particinate actively in the work on behalf
of the Jewish army. It was agreed that if Dr, Goldmennis surmise proved correct
it would be desirable to establish a sub-committee to talte charge, under the
ganeral direction of the Emergency Committee, of the Jewish army campaign.

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE FE U.S.A. NEAR-EAPEFRN MIESICNS

The chairman said that he thought it might be of wvalue to have in Wash-
ington a representative whose business 1t should beynot tolobby in political
matters on our behalf,but to inform the Oommittee of matters that were golng on
which might be of interest to it. He thought that this might be of sufficient
importance to Justify the appointment of a full time representative. It was
agreed to take the matter under advisement for fuller discussion on ancther
occasion.,

T~_KING-CRANH COMMISSION DISCUSSION

Judge lLevinthal eald that Miss Pearl Franklin had teken part in a dis-
cussion at the University of Chicago on the King-Crane Commission, in which sev-
eral members of that Commission had also participated. Miss Franklin had been
alone 1n supporting the Zioniet point of view. In the course of the discussion
it had been repeatedly stated by some of the speakers that they were in touch
with the Gtate Department and that use was being made of data which had been
collected by that Commission. Miss Franklin would be sending him a full report
of which he would inform the Committee.

The Chairman remarked that he himself had appeared before the Commission
in Palestine and that a more unjudicilal body it would be difficult to imagine.




LETTER TO RICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Tt was decided, in view of a report from Mrs. Pocl, that the letter to
the American Jewigh Committee which it had been agreed to send ln rerply to
Prof. Morris Cohen's letter to the Times, be not sent.

HERALD TRIBUNE REPORT

Reference wes made to a report which had appeared in the Herald Tribune
January 3lst, froom which it appeared that Dis Weizmann had favored the creatlon
of a Jewish unit in the American army. Mr, Ben-Gurion said that this was of
course false. Mrs, Pool urgsd that a letter be sent to the American Jewish
Committee informing them {hat that was so. If the Committee knew that the
Zionists themselves ware oprosed to the idea of a Jewish unit in the American
army we might be able to calm much of their fears.

It was agreed finally that Mrs. Pool be authorized to inform the
American Jewish Committee of the fact that when the matler was raised in the
Emergency Committee the whole Committee was wnanimous ia its opposition to such
a proposalf

MR. VAN PAASSEN:S LETTER IN THE "RECONSTRUCTIONIST!

It was agreed that the question of a suitable reply be left to the
officers.

COMMUNICATION FROM DR. WIEE

A communication was read from Dr. Wise informing the Committee that to -
his regret hs would probably not be able to attend any meetings for a perlod
of two or three weeks, due to his absence from New York on doctor's orders.

NEXT MEETINGS

1t was decided to hold a meeting of the full committee Thursday night,
February 19th, at 80303 the date of the Office Committee meeting to depend on
interviews to be arranged in Washington.
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MINUTES OF OFFICE COLMITT:Z MERTZING OF THE : Pﬂ EMERGENCY
TTiie FOR ZIONIST A¥T.
Thursday, February 19, 1942

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee fox
Zioniet Affairs was held on Thursday, February 19th at 1315 p.m, at 41 ZEast
42nd Street, New York.

PRESENT: Dr. OGoldstein (presiding); Mesdames Halyrin, Jacobs, Schoolman,
Mr. Wertheim,

Dr. Goldmann, Mr, lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Felsgnl.
JHELBGATION TO EMBASSY RE "DARIEN" ERAFUGRES:

As reported at the last meeting, lord Halifex had been asked to recclw.
a delegation from the Emergency Committee with raferance to the refugens ‘aisimsd
from the 8,8, "Darien." Mr. Malcolm had informed Mr. Heunsnon waen he was in
Washington on Wednesday that all that the Ambassador could do, would be to trans-
mit to London such facts as might be submitted to him, as he himself had no ir-
formation on the subject. It was nevertheless felt desirable that the delegation
should call on Lord Halifax and an appointment had been arranged for Tuesday
morning, February 24th at 11 A.M.

It was agreed that the delegation consiet of Judge levinthal and D=,
Goldstein, If Dr. Goldstein was unadle to participate, Mr, Weumann should take

his places

Mr. Wertheim reported that he bad been in touch with M, Willian Creon of
the American Federation of Ladbor, The laetver had been much moved by the ap.ré
on the state of the refugees and was planning to comumaicale with Mr. Bevin,

It was agreed that Mr. Pickett be invited to write to the Ambassador with
reference to the refugees. It was also agreed that James MacDonald be asked to
Jjoin the delegation, and that Mr. Neumann should inquire from Senator Wagner
and Senator Pepper as to whether they would find it possible to intervens with
the Embasay.

OPEN LETTER FROM MR, MONTOR TO AMBESSADOR:

-2 It wag reported that considerable offenge had been taken by the Emhascy
to Mr. Montor's ®Open Letter" to lord Halifax, published in the Jewish Pross
Services The opinion was expressed that an intolerable positionwms created when
the Executive Director of an important Zionist body felt himeself at liberty to
publish letters of this kind without any comsultation with the responsible poli-
tical leaders. It was impossible to separate such an official from the office
which he held,

It was agreed that the matter be discussed in the light of this criticism
with Mr, Montor personally dy Dr. Goldmenn. The Caairman suggested farther that
when a new chairman was elected to the Office Commiitec, 4t would be desirable
for him to call together the various Zionist administrative officiale for a dio
cussion of "Plonist morale.”




S.8. "STRUMA" REFUGER?
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Mr. Neumann reported on a conversation he had had with the Turkish Ambass:.
dor with reference to the "Struma® refugees. The .mbassador had suggested th=t
this was a matter in which the Red Cross and the Jed Creecent should iaterest
themgelves. These bodies had international status and baciking and there wzs gom:
possibility in the Kuwbassador's view that their intervention might be effective,
It was agreed that the Joint Distridbution Comnittes be informed of this converza -
tion,

Mr, Neumann had also had a talk on Zionism with the Ambassador; he had
found the latter far from well-informed on the davelopment of the Jewish Nation:
Home and in general negative in his approach.

JEWISH ARMKY CAMPATIGN:

Mr, Neumann reported on various action which had been teken as follews:®

l. Reply by Dr. Wise to the "Times" editorial

2e The Carnegie Hall meeting

3> Publication of telegrams of support in response to Semator Magier's
telegram '

4. Mr, Shertok's statement in the "Times", publication of which was due
to action taken by officers of the Committen

Os 4dditorials and articles in the papare of kr. Frank Cannett, as a
result of the initiative of Rabbi Philip Bernstéin.

6o There had also been a good many references to the Jewish Army matter
hy radio commentators including Messrs. Hershey, Steele, Bopim
Carter, Wythe Filliams, Albert Werner and the Trang—Dudilo Veon .

7« A full kit of information taterial had bsen prapared by the Fublic
Belations Department and distributed to the organizations.

Mrey Neumann suggested that it might be worth while to try to arranpgs a
nation-wide hool-up on the Jowish Army subject. The time for such a Progranm
probably could be obtained gratis though expenditure might have to be incurred
for speakerse. These should, if poseible be recognlzed military expeits.

1t was agreed that a sum not exceeding $500,00 be authorized for the pur.-
pose of this broadcast.

COMKITTSE FOR A JEWISH ARMY:

Ir. Goldmenn said that in consequence of a meeting he had had t4é night
before with members of the Society for the Advancement of Judalem, it was his
impression that not enough hed been done to make clear to %4he public that the
Zionist organizations were ncd’ connected with the Committee for a Jewish APy s
The letters sent out by Hadassah and the Zionist Organization of America to their
key people were not sufficient from this point of view,

It was agreed that a sgtatement be prepared for publica%ion, on behalf of
the Emergency Committee, in the New Palestine and other Zionist publications,
and possibly the genersl Jewish press, to the effect that in answer to inquiries
that had been received it was desired to make clear that the Zionist bodies were

making no appeal for funds in connection wlth their campaign on behalf of a
Jewish military force.




EMERGENCY COMIITTEE RELEASES!

Mr, Neumenn drew attention to the fact that the official Zionist publi~
cations were not always ready to respond to recuests for the publication of
important Hmergency Committee releases; thus — the editor of the New Palesti:zo
had not been able to promise him that the "Call to Zionists" would apnear ia thw
current number. The Yiddish pregce wes being very coopera*tive as far as ths
Emergency Committee was concerned. It had giveu excellemnt publlcity GUo ths
"Call to Zionists.”

MR. VAN PAASSEN AND THR JEWISH ARMY OOMMITTEZ:

Correspondence between Dr. Wise and Mr. Van Puassen on the Jewish Arm:-
Committee was reported to the Committee., Mr. Ven Paassen had sent a letter i»>
the Jewish Army Committee informing them of his resignation which was stated
to be final and irrevocable., It was now learned that Mr, Van Faassen had with-
drawn his resignation. It was agreed that the secrdtary communicate with
Mr. Van Paassen with reference to the latter's allegation that the offlicial
Zionist bodies had informed Lord Halifax of their opposition to the raising of
a Jewish Army,

Mrs, Halprin reported on a conversation that ¥r. Ben~-Gurion and herself
had had with Mr, Strelein.

CORRESPONDENCE WITE kR. GROSSMAN:

Correspondence with Mr, CGrossman regarding his membership on the Committee
for a Jewisgh Army was reported.

It was agreed that the matter be reported to the fuull committes with a
view to its being referred back to the Office Committee for further aztion.

LETTER FROL MRS, POOL TO AMERICAN JEVISH COMJITTHE:

A revised draft of a letter from Mrs. Pool to lir. Maurice Wertheim of the
American Jewigh Committee with reference to the report in the Herald Tribuns row
garding a Jewish unit in the American army, was read and approved.

PAYMENT OF AUDITOR:

It was agreed that Mr. Zvi Levavy be appointed auditor to the Committee at
a fee of $100,00 for the 1941 audit, and of $40, per quarterly sudit for 1942,

A. Lourie




A regular meeting of the Office Committee of the American [ 2N

Eittae for Zionist Affairs was held on Thursday, February 26, 1942 at 41 420
treet,

PRESENT: Judge Levinthal (presiding) Mrs. Epstein, Mrs. Jacobs, lirs, Shulman;
Ir. Goldstein, Mr. Wertheim, Mr, Sgold (late).

Mir. Ben-Gurion

Mr. Lourie, Mr, Neumann

EEPORT OF INTERVIEW WITH LORD HALIFAX

Judge Levinthal reported on the interview with Lord Halifax in connection
with the release of the prisoners of the "Darien" from internment camps at Athlit.
The Emergency Committee had been represented by Judge Levinthal, Ir, Goldstein and

lire Neumann. They had presented a memorandum setting forth the facts in the case.
(memorandum attached),

The Ambassador seemed to be impressed with the facts as presented and pro-
mised to make a faithful report to his government. He said that he did not fix
policy, but that he would communicate with London at once. It had been pointed
out that the labor shortage in Palestine should be considered in addition to the
humanitarien reasons for releasing the Darien prisomers, Also that 135 prisoners
from the Patria had enlisted with the British Army as soon as they were released,
and that the first casualty at Tobruk was one of these prisoners, In the course
of the conversation, it was indicated by the Zionist representatives that pending
a reply from London nothing would be done to give publicity to the matter,

‘S«8e¢ "STRUMAY
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The question of protest action in regard to6 the 5.S. "Struma" which sank off
the coast of Istanbul with 750 refugees from pogrom in Rumania, bound for Palestine,
was discussed from the following angles: would publicity in this case be regarded
as a breach of faith by the British Embassy, inasmuch as in the course of the inter-
view on the "Darien" the delegation had committed itself to withholding publicity
critical of the behaviour of the Palestine administration im regard to the refu-
geess On the other hand American Jewry could hardly be expected to maintain silence
in the face of this shocking tragedy. . lir, Neumann said that it had been indicated
by the Embassy (in a conversation between lirs Berlin and lir, Lourie) that the
Embassy would regard an attack on the baxis of the "Struma" as a "declaratiom of
war" between them and ourselves and we must be prepared to face this,

Mr, Ben-Gurion emphasized that the Darien and the Struma were identical
cases, He felt gongly that any undertaking given the Eritish Ambassador had to
be kept and said/nothing be done which might be construed as a breach of falth,
However, he said, the matter cannot be passed over in silence, not because we are
Jews or Zionigts but because we are human beings. America, he asserted, mst be
consldered equally guilty with Creat Britain, as one of the most powerful of the
United Nations, He referred to the forthright statement issued by the Jewish Agency
In London and urged that Americans appeal to their own governmen the name of
common humanity, He urged further that messages be sent to the Prime liinister of
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England and to the President of the United Btates expressing the indignation and
horror of Americans that such incidents as the Struma and the Darien could be
allowed to happen in the middle of a war being fought for the principles of
democracy and freedom.

Tis recommendation was accepted.

lir, BemeOnrion further recommended that a lether be sent to Lord Halifax
informing him that since the aer—lew with him, news o7 the sinkinz of the Summa
had been received. Reference sLonid be uedc to tlha ntesenunt of tha Jawiazh amedny
published in England. Lovd Halifau sheuld uo wold tuab the feelings of Amerizaa
Jewry are so aroused, that it is imparative that he commmnicase wita His Covernarrnt
immediately urging them to order the reiesse or the prisoners ¢f {he Jarien.

This recommendation was unanimously accepted,

Mr, TVertheim reported that the FPoale Zion vwae calling a meeting for Sunday
and he urged that the Committes should call a neeting wader its own nusnices.

JEWISH ARMY COMMITTEE

The following motion was unanimously carried: that a statement be issued
to the press stating that the Emergency Committee has no connection with the
"Jewish Army Committee%, Also, that it is opposed to the colke~iion of funds for
the army campaign. lioreover, the work of the Wewieh Army Comm’ttce! doos not help,
but on the contrary can be very harmful to the cause of the Jewisk army.

Judge Levinthal was obliged to leave eavly ani vaceted the chair. After a
brief adjournment the meeting rcassembled under the chairmanship of iir. Szolid.

REPRESENTATIVE IN WABHINGTON

Te Chairman reported on a recent visit to Vashington by Mr. Baroway of the
PEC. The PEC were interasted to assist Palestine Polach ia odtaining the gervicss
of an expert on the production of waguesium of which thare wera vest quantities in
the waters of the Deal S2a. In present circumstances it was extrumely difficult
to find such a man, In the course of his inguiries M. Daroway had meds a nwahe.
of contacts of interest and importance from the Palestine pufai of view., Ir de-
scribing some of these lir. Szold enphasized the uvgent need for a man in liaghirgten
who should keep in touch with developmenis which migat comcera our work in Pales-
tine and in this connection both hir. Szoid anrd lir, Neumann recommended that bir. %.
be approached.

INTZRVIEV VITH SUMNFR VELLES

lir., Heumann revorted that -he and Ir, Nahum Goldmann when in “/ashington the
previous day had seen lir, ellss aud in the course of their conversation had ox-
pressed the desire of Zioniste to be of help 4o the war effort in the Noer Jast,
lir. Velles had thereupon arrenged an appointument for iir, Neumaan Ier the weeli-end
with Genmeral Lee, head of the Intelligence Braach of the ¥ar Deparimert,




Tucoday, March 3, 1942,

4 meeting of the Office Committee of the American Energency Comnittee for
Zionist Affairs was held on March 3, 1942 at 2130 p.n. at 41 E. 42nd Street.

'PRE3ZNT:
Dr. Silver (presiding), Messrs. Bublick, Goldstein, liertheim; Mesdames
Helprin and Pool.

Dr. Goldmenn, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann.
"STRUMA" DISASTER

In eccordance with the action of the previous meeting a cable to Prime
Minister Churchill of England had been drafted and was submitted for the approval
of the Committee. The ceble was accepted in substance and authorization was
piven for sending it, subject to further editing. A similar cable is to be sent
to the President of the United States.

It was further decided that as Pr. Silver is leaving for London, it would
be well to have his name in addition to that of Dr. “ise signed to the cable.
It was arreed that Dr. Silver's name as Chairmen of the meeting be included.

Mrs. Halprin requested the opinion of the Committee on the pronosel of
Hadassah to send a separate cable concerning the children on the Struma who were
entitled to Youth Aliyah certificates. The Committee authorized Hadassah to send
a separate cable on behalf of its lational Youth Aliyah Committee, at its
discretion.

Vith regard to further action, there was a discussion on the desirability of

1. Holding a larpe mass meeting, or alternatively a memorial service.
2. Arrenging for a formal delegation to call on the Acting Secretery of
State to nresent a memorandum requesting that the United States Govermnment
intervene with Breat Britain with a view to obtaining a change in policy
on the part of the Palestine administration to avoid any repetition of the
Struma disaster.

The latter nronosal was unanimously accepted.

As regards a meeting, it was resolved that there be no mass meeting in
New fork, but that an impressive religious service be held - if possible in
Temple Emanu-£l, and if that could not be secured, in Temple B'nai Jeshurun. In
New York the question of a mass meeting should be considered again only after the
memorial meeting had taken place. In addition, the leading communities throughout
the country are to be informed of the memorial meeting, and requested to held
similar meetings. Reference may be made in the material to be sent out, to the
possibility of arranging public meetings if the local communities should so prefer,
but without making any recommendation in that connection.

Mr. Neumann was authorized to proceed with the arrangements and program for
the memorial meeting.
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It was reported that Dr. Silver is leaving for London on Friday to open the
Keren Hayesod camnaign there and to represent the Zionist cause in discussion
with English nolitical leaders. Dr. 3ilver said that he would be glad to have
any instructions or suggestions. lirs. Pool suggested

1. That Rabbi Silver make every effort to counteract reports made in
London by Rabbi Lazaron.

2., That he ascertain what sort of studies are being made in London in
regard to Zionist Peace Aims and that he bring back whatever material
he could secure.

1,

Dr. Goldmann renorted that he had discussed with Mr. Montor his open letter
to Lord Halifax vhich had appeared in the Independent Jewish Press Service.
Mr. Montor had taken the position that he had a right to publish any articles he
chose in his nersonal capacity. Moreover, he pointed out that the Emergency
Committee had never taken any interest in the Independent Press Service. It was
decided that press releases issued by lir. Montor allegedly in his personal capa-
city were to be discussed by the UPa inasmuch as he was employed by them.

The Palcor statement under a London date-}ine on Viscount Cranborne was
discussed. There was good reason to believe that the statement issued here gave
a wrong impression of the new Colonial Secretary. Moreover, the telegram had
apparently been concotted locally and had not come from London. It was decided
that Mr. Ben-Ourion be asked to write a letter to the Palcor Office requesting
that items of a political nature be communicated to a responsible officer of
the Emergency Committee before publication.

1 'S

Dr. Goldmann reported that he and lMr. Neumann had a discussiciwith the
Acting Secretary of State in which the following matters were discussed!?

a.) The visit to Lord Halifax on the release of the Darien internees.

b.) The attitude of the United States Government to a Jewish Army.On
this point lir. lielles said that the matter was to be judged on the basis of
military rather than political considerations and should be considered with
the United States Military authorities before any position is taken.

c.) The canacity of Palestine to absorb the bulk of the post-war Jewish
emigration from Europe. Mr, Velles, with all his admiration for what had been
achieved in Palestine, expressed his skepticism at the possibility of absorbing
there perhaps 5,000,000 refugees. He was informed that the studies of the
Institute of Jewish Affairs indicated that there would not be more than one and a
half million Jews who would go to Palestine from post-war Europe. The Under-
Secretery said that in any event the more Palestine could absorb the better. But
he believed that the possibility of other countries should be investigated. A
memorandum oft the findings of the Institute of Jewish Affairs is to be sent to him.

d.) Pan-Arab Conference. The Under-Secretary said that if any negotiations
vere being carried on in this direction this govermnment would be informed and he




*5#

would ° 7 have communicated in that connection with the responsible Zionist
authorities, However, at the moment, he did not know of any such negotiations
but would inquire.

e) Mr. Welles was informed of the wish of the Zionists to be helpful in any
way possible in the war-effort in the Near East, and as an instance, important
intelligence vork which the Jewish Agency had ecarried out for the British authori-
ties was mentioned. Mr. Velles was much interested and said he would arrange for
Mr. Neumann to see the right people in the Var Department.

MR. NEUMANN'S REPORT

Mr, Neumann reported on an interview he had with Mr., Bullitt. A separate note
has been made on his conversation.

At the instance of Mr. Sumner VWelles, Mr. Neumann subsequently saw Colonel
Cunningham of the Ohief of Staff's office of the Military Intelligence Service
who had just returned from Vest Africa. He found him interested and sympathetic
and discussed with him various possibilities for cooperation.

Mr, Neumann further reported that he had met with Mr. Stone, one of the
editors of the "Nation" in Washington who had said he would try to have an editor-
ial on the "Strumdé" in the "Nation" and possibly an article in the "Free World",
He may, if he has time, also prepare one of the "Headline Books " for the Publiec
Relations Department.

Mr. Neumann also talked with Pierre Cot who is very sympathetic to the
Zionist program.

o i

Mrs. Pool referred to the fact that some time ago a special Committee on Arab-
Jewish Relations had been appointed by the Emergency Committee but it had not been
functioning. A Committee to study this problem had been st up by Hadassah under
the chairmanship of Mrs. Jacobs. However, Hadassah believed that this was not a
function of any one organization but should be undertaken by the Emergency Committee
She reported that Dr. Wise, with vhom she had discussed the matter in Florida,
agreed with her and she asked that the matter be brought up for discussion & the
next meeting.

ST S

Mrs, Halprin reported that the Bikur Cholim in Damascus had asked Hadassah for
medical supplies, A recent reply from the British High Commend in Syria had in-
formed Hadassah that its generous offer to send medical supplies and personnel to
Syria was very much appreciated, but it would be impossible for Jewish doctors
from Palestine to secure entry visas to Syria at this time.

EERSONAL STATEMENT BY MR. NEUMANN

Mr, Neumann seid he had informed Dr. lilse some time ago that he would be unable
to continue his work with the Emergency Committee under existing conditions. No
action had been taken in regard to his request and he had now to inform the Committee
that he would like to be relieved of his duties within a month. The Chairman ex-
pressed the keen regret of those present that circumstances should have arisen such
as to cause Mr. Neumann to reach the decision of which he had informed the Committee
It was agreed that the sub-committee consisting of Mrs. Halprin, Dr. Ooldstein and
Dr. Goldmann should meet with Mr. Neumann as soon as possible in order to arrive at
some definite proposal for submiesion to Mr, Neumann and to the Committee.
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. MINUTES OF OFFICE COWTPTES OF THE AMPNICAY SUSROENCY COMTTEE

TOR_ZIONLST AFFAIDE

Marsh 11, 19742

A meoting of the Offico Committce ¢i the Amcrican Emurgeﬁny Committoe for
Zionist Affairs was held . Wodaeslay. March 1i%h at 4:30 PN

PRESENT: Judgo Leviuthal (presidiagl ifadames HEalnsin asd Pool: Messrs. Bubliclk,
Greenberg, Szold. Vercacim, Wise.

Messrs, Bon~Gurion, Goldnann, Noumana, Welsgal

"STRUMA® DELEGATION

Ir. Goldmann roported uvn an laformel meeting vhich had bdeen held that morning
Wl th the representatives of the Auordcan Jowl s Jommittoc amd the Jowigh Labor
Committee to discuss a memorandum to be submitted t¢ the Stale Department on behalf
of the Emergency Commititee, the Jumerican Jewl sh Congressg. the Auerican Jewish
Committoe, the H'nai Birith aand the Jewish Levor Commistteo. requesting thc govern~
ment of the United States to use its good offices with the British government to
the end that Palestine be opened to Jevwish rofugees, and & repetition of the
"Struma" disaster avoided:

4

1, There was general agreemaat on the teuor of the draft memorandum subtmitted
But the suggesticn was made that a letver, vkich might be published, be
prepared, and a memoramdum atiached -

The proposal had been made that the delezation te Lir, Welles be composed
of one member of each organiznbion., Dr. Tise and Dr, Goldmans, pn behalf
of the Emergency Commitiee ob,jeselted o thig grrongemont, and it was

agreed that tvwo members of the Hnergency Commitvise. Mr. Wertheim of the
American Jewish Committee, a designee each from Blnai B'rith, the American
Jewvigh Congress and the Jewisgh Labor Commltice compose the delogatione

After Dr. Goldmann's report there was considerable discussion on the following
points:

a, Representation of all partieg oan the delegation.
b. The inclusion, as a matter of principle, of a vwoman in the delegation.

The opinion was expressed tLat the compozition of each delegatlion must be
considered on its merits - it is not always possible for each pariy to be represente
sometimes, further, it is importtant dhat a woman be part of the delegation, some-
times it is nots In this particular case, the feeiing was that awoman should be
part of the delegation, not representing Hadassan as a party, but representing
American Zienletwomen., EHowever, the actual designation of the additional member
of the FEmergency Committee is to be left to Dr. Wise, who is to head the delegation.

Mr. Bublick recorded the dissatisfaction of Mizrachi at not being included in
the delegation.

5 MERTING RE "STHUMAF

Mr, Neumann reported the program for the ras meeting in Mecca Temple, The
following are the sheduled spsekers: BSenator Johnson of Colorado, Professor Niebuhs
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s. Lowdermilk, Rabbi Hellar, Mr. Ben-Gurinu and Ravhi Brod of Anvwerp. Dr. Wise
to preside, Mr. Heumann sa‘d what he had boeen asked to inclide a representa~
tive of Hadassah and the pariice in tle program.

Mr. Bublick recorded the protest of H*rrachi +hwﬁ Rﬂ“*’ Brcd haﬂ hcan sel oo~
ted to represent orthodox Jewry withoul pre 1%
was explained to lr. Dabiick that Raobi DrUh J:ﬂ Luad seleched. Jﬂt as a renre-
sentative of crthodox Jemy. dul ag a reinges rad recenl a~i7al from Zuronse.

Dr, Wise pleaded that the & “*"gﬂnf? Committee consider urgeat politicgl prov-
lems and not waste its time consilering petiy matters concoraed —ith party rivalr.

It was agreed that Mr. Weumann be instructed to proceed with the pragram of
the meeting and %o include emong the gpeakers a Zlonist woman reproseniative,

lr. Heumann further veoosried thats

&; The sub-commitiee for consaciing zl.ereyaen had besn got uw anl was
fumctbning.

b, Arrangements were bDelng made o have a number of Senatery protest against
the Strumzs digasbter Trom ths floor of the Semavw9.

A cablie had been sent to the A:clb ¢hop of Canterhury asging him, as

a Christian clergyman. ©3 protest against the Stmuwa inzident.

A memorial meeving a Tsmple Binal Jeshrva Lg Delig arranged for Suaday.
Mr, Neuman= wes onthorizad oc proceel with vhe arcaggemeniuo

POLITICAL COMMITTEE

lir. Ben--Gurion se:d thathnorvica wzs becom:its more and nora vhe immoritant
factor in thk war, aui uhn, not only the pressat. bah the fulare of Faiestine was
invalved in the political actiion taken now, He 4id not believe that the pregent
set-up of the poiitical wurk of the Zueorgency Commibses was sabisfachory., Aoard
from thig there ware cex tain ingtances where polivical action had been talen where
consultation with hiimself might have been desgirsble but ¥here he had not even deen
informed as to whai was pending uatil afterwards. E¢ 2ad cuouerated with the
Emergency Committee. and he requested that it also cooperate withiim, as a member
of the Executive. He recommended thai a small body Ve set up for political work,
representative of American Zloniem as a single val®. without regard to parties,
which together with the nemberz of the Zionist Ixecative, meet and wnrk dailya

He suggested that Dr. Wise as chairman of the Rucrgency Uomnitiee. and he, os
chairman of the Execulilve ve empowmere? to appoint a sud-comiives to bring ia
recommendations for tne organdagmqu of sucha a politieal committes. Tae presemt
lack of coordination witnia ule @Imergency Comatice. aad bermeen “hd Lasrgency
Committee and the Executive was jamricue o 2ionish insevesss.

Mrs., Halprin recalled the decision to set up a poiitical stesring committee,
to work with Mr. Ben~Gurion bui said that thig would notv de adsguate for the work
that had to be done. She supported Mr. Pen—~Gurion's suggestion for an active
political committee.

It was unanimously agireed that the Chairman of the Emergency Committee and
the Chairman of the lixecutive be authorized to appoint a sub-committee and bring
back recommendations for the setting up of a peli%iecal com-ities to direct all
political work,




CHAIRMAN OF THE OFFICE COMIITTEE

Tho suggostion was made that the clection of a Choirmom of the O0ffice
Committee and tho personncl of the pollical committoco be loft until the arrival
of Dr. Woizmonn. Howevor. the conscasus of opinion was thad bo bring Dr. Telzmann
into » discussion of porsonncl rould be a gicat dlisservice Yo him and that it
would be woll to have this master sotiled so that he could work with a fully
orgnnized committee vhon he cnmo.

Judge Lovinthal was waanimously clocted as chairman of the O0ffice Commitiec.
The question of electing someonc o serve in his absence wns tableds

DR. WEIZMAITNtg VISIT

It was agreed thnt ot tho end of April a threo day confeorence of ail
American Zionists be collod %o discuss purcly pellitical mesters with Dr, Teizmann.
In conmnoction with this corvfereacc, thore is o Le o dinner; ns proposed by the
ZOA Administrative mee®ing, Zlonists from Canada, lexico and South Amcrica are
elso to be invited.

The Chalrman was cmpowered to appeoint n committce to bring in specific recom-
mendations for arrsngements and plens for the coafcronce and dinner.

! 116G

It wns agrecd thnt the noxt mecting of the 0ffice Committoc be held on

Friday, March 13 at 1:30.




MINOTES OF MEETING OF OFFICE COMMITTEE
AMERTCAN EMERCENCY COMMYTTER FOR ZI0NIST AFTAIRS
Friday, March 13, 1942

A neeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist
Affairs was held on Friday, March 13, 1942 at 2:00 p.nm.

PRESENT: Dr. ‘Yise (presiding), Mrs. Halprin, Mrs. Poolj Mi. Bublick, dr. Goldsbein
Mr. Greenberg, M., Lipsky, Mir. Szold.

Mr. Ben-Curion, D&, Goldmann; Mr. Lourle, Mr. laumamm, M:r. Weisgal.
MEETING AT MECCA TEMPLE

There was genersl discussion on the meeting which had been held the night
before in Mecca Templie in comnectlon with the sinking of tne Struma.

It was noted thot no newsnaper had prblished a news item on the meeting,
and it was agreed that Mr. Neumaun's depariment should iy to ascertain the
reason for the boycouting of the meeting by ths entive mevuiopoiitan press, though
reporters had attended the meeting. Mrs. Halprin stated that the fact that the
meeting was only moderately well atltendsd despibe very considerable aidveritdsing
coptradicted the statemeats made by vaviove werbers of the committee Thalb the
"Judische Gass" is clamoring for mass meztings; in any case tou many such meetings
had been held in the past monthe for effleviiveness. Mr. Lipsiy and Mr. Wertaeim
pointed to the successfy. meeting organized by the Foale Zion a fow days after the
disaster, as indicatiné?? ¢ delay in holding the Mecca Temple meeting liad dissipa-
ted to some extent the spontaneous desire of many people for an immediata public
reaction.

Mr. Neumann revorted thaet editorials on the sinliag of tha "Struma® had
appeared in the New York Times and in the "Nation.'

ZIONIST CONFERENCE

- Mr. Weisgal reported the receip® of the following letter from Judge
*avinthal.
"Dear Meyer,
Subject to the approval of the Office Uommittee of the
Emergency, I should like %o ask you %o iake chauge ol the
adninistrative work in connection wilh the preposed convening
of a three-day Conference of' Zionisse of America Lo be held
some time in April after the arrival of Dr. Chaim Weizmann.

In connection with thiz Conference, it is proposed Lo
have a fuaction in honor of Dr. Weizmaun under the avspices
of the Zionist Organization of America. It is desired taat
the latter function ba?gﬁlminating event in ccniaezvion with
the All-Zionist Conference.

4 Policy Committee will be appointed that will cooperate
with you in the arrangement of this Conference.
Sincerszly yours,
(signed)
Louis E. Levinthal
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There was some discussion as to the procedure adopted by Judge Levinthal.
It was pointed out that Judge Levinthal had written the letter just before he had
left for a tour of the country on behalf of the ZOA and had not had time to bring
the matter personally before the meeting as he would otherwise have done.
Mr. Neumann took exception to the procedure on the grovnd that Mr. Weisgal had
been delegated to arrange a conference which properly belonged under the Public
Relations department withoul previous consultation with or approval of the
Committee. He said that such methcds could lead oilly to organizational confusion.

It was emphasized that Judge Levinthal had not egpopoianted Mr. Veisgal to
arrange the Conference, but had suggested it, "subject to the approval of the
Office Committee. Mr. Weisgal said, further, that he did not seek this job, but
had been pressed for several weexs to undertake the arrangement for a dinner to
be given to Dr. Weizmann and he had refused to undertake this unless he at the
same time had complete charge of the arrangements for the conference, with which
the function for Dr. WVeizmann was to be associated. He said that if the
Office Committee endorsed Judge Levinthel's recommendation, he would be glad to
serve provided it were understcod that he be in complete charge of all arrange-
ments, and that any committee which might be appointed be considered a policy
committee only, and not a working committee.

After considerable discussion, the Office Coumittee authorized
Mr. Weisgal to take charge of a three-day Ziorist Uonference and dinner to
Dr. Weizmann. It was further agreed that a ccmmittee consisting of one repre-
sentative of each of the four organizations be eppointed to lay down the policy
of the Conference.

There was further discussion on the question of the dinuer to Dr. Weizmann,
as to whether it should be held under the auspices of the Zuf or under the
auspices of the Emergency Committee which is to call the CGonference. Mr. Szold
pointed out that the ZOA Executive committee had already decided to give a dimner
to Dr. Welzmann at which it was hoped to raise a considerable amount of money.

He believed that no change should be made in these plane without eonsultaton
with Judge Levinthal,

Mr, Bublick, Mrs. Pool and Mr. Wertheim all expressed themselves as
having no objection to the dinner being held in comnection with the needs offthe
Z0A, provided tht Conference were called under the auspices of the Emergency
Oommittee, as representing all Zlonist parties.

The following decisions were madef

l. A three-day conference of Zionists of America is to be held some time
at the end of April primarily to discuss political problems with

Dr. Weizmann. The conference shall be called "Jonference of the Zionist
Orgenizations of the United States™. Members from Canada, Mexico, ete.
are to be invited.

2. It shall be calld under the auspices of the American Emergency
Committee for Zionist Affairs.

8. In connection with the Conference a banquet to Dr. Weizmann shall be
arranged under the auspices of the ZOA.

4, Mr, VWeisgal was authorized to secure Dr. Weizmann's consent to these
suggestions by cable.




It was recalled that some time ago the praesidium of the 0ffice Commitiee
had been requested to discuss the matter of adjusting Mr. lszumannis sgalary. In
view of the fact that this committee had neglected to bring in a recommendation,
the committee recently appoinied to consider the status of Mr. Neumann, now
recommended that he be given §1,000 which shall be deemed {0 cover the adjustment
for the last 12 months. This recommendation was'Qm accepted. It was understood
that this adjustment docs not affect any future arrangements for Mr. Neumana'ls

salary.
ARAB-JEWISH RELATIONS COMMITTED

Mrs. Pool proposed that the Arab-Jewish Relations Oommittee of Hadassah
should properly be a committee of the Emergeacy Committee, which should take over
respongibility for it.

Dr, Coldmann said that he would be in favor of such a committee of the
Emergency Oommittee, but wanted the personnel and the teims of reference defined.

Mrs. Pool said that the committee, under the chairmanship of Mrs. Jacobs,
included in ite membership Professor Szclo Baron and Prof. Oscar Janowskys
Dr. I.B, Berkson, Dr. Halkin, Dr. Schloessinger; Mrs. Pool, Mrs. D. Oreenberg,
Mrs. Halprin and Mrs. Rosensoln. Thus far the terms of »e¢ference had been:

1. The collection of all available material on the subject in America
and Palestine, and
2. the analyeis of the various relevant documents.

Miss Lotta Levensohn had been engaged in Palestine to secure material and
Mr. Moshe Perlman had been engaged to do ressacrch work in New York. The budget
allotted was $4,000 anrmelly, byt this was not sufficlent to cover the needs of
the committee,

It wee unenimouely egreed that a committee consisting of Mr. Ben-Guriom,
Mrs. Halpriz and Dr. Goldmann: disouss the terms of roferencs with Mrs. Jacobs,
the chairmen of the Arab-Jewlsh Relations Oocumitiee of Hadassah.

It ves further understood that if this committee should come under the
aegis of the Emergency Ucmmittee, nothihg that has been done herelgfgre by the
Gommittee shall be considered binding upon the Emergency Committeg/so far as the
Emergency Committee is concerned, the sub-commitiee on Arab-Jewlsh Relations
would in effect bégin de novo. In addition, it wes agreed thet no public state-
ment of any kind be issued by the Arab-Jewish Relations Oommittee without the
approval of the Emergency Committee.

Mra. Pool was asked %o request her Board to continue the £4,000 subsidy
allocated for the Arab-Jewish Relations Committee, in the event that it be teken
over by the Emergency Committee.

ECONOMIO ADVISER IN WASHINGTON

Mr, 8z0ld moved that suthority be given to employ Mr. Rehaviah Lewin-
Epstein for economic work in Washington and New York for six months at a salary
which should be on the basis of $100 per week, if he were in New York. This does
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not preclude the possibility that Mr. Lewin-Epstein be used also for political
work, but Mr. Levin-Epstein is to be retained primarily for economic work, and
gsecuring infaormation from washington to be used by us.

Mr. Neumann said he had hoped that Mr. Lewin-Epsisin might atény rate
for the time being serve as & general representative of the Committee in
washington on all matters, since such a person had not yet been engaged.

Mr. Szold said that he wanted it thoroughly understood thet the appolat-
ment of Mr. Lewin-Epstein for economic work in VWashingbon in no way superseded
or conflicted with the necessity for having & man thereffor public relations
and political work.

The Committee authorized the employment of Mr. Lewin-Eptein on the
basis outlined.

The date of the next meeting was set for Vednesday, March 18 at 4:30.

Arthur Lourie.




Louis E. Levinthal
606 City Hall
Fhiladelphia

March 13, 1942

Hig Excellency

His Britannic Majesty's Ambassador, Viscount Halifax,
The British Embassy

Washington, D.C.

Dear Lord Halifax:

In acknowledging receipt of your letter of March 4th, I wish to
thank you for cabling to London concerning the releasge of the "Darien®
refugees, We are sincerely grateful to you elso for your personal ex-
pression of sympathy for the victims of the "Struma" disaster.

We are keenly aware of the importance of the point made in the
concluding phrases of your letter. In the present struggle with the
Nazis it is indeed of wvital concern that no rift should be allowed to
develop:. among the forces eligned against them. I can assure you further
that as Jews we are all deeply anxious to make o meximum contrlbution to
the joint effort. That was true no less of the men and women on the
"Struma™ who had hopedmt only to find in Palestine a refuge, but also
the opportunity to play their part in the struggle against their oppres—
sors. One hundred and fifty survivors of the ill-starred "Patria' are
at this moment fighting as soldiers ageinst the Nazis. May 1 say,
however, that insofar as your letter failed to indicate any appreciation
of the reasons for the Jewish reaction, it was deeply painful to mel

Suppose that English men, women and children, fortunately es-
caping from the Japanese atrocities at Hong Kong (and I can assure fou
that the massacres in Bucharest, in Jassy. in the Bucovina and in
Bessarabia were no whit lesgs terrible) wore after weeks of perilous
travel to have arrived at last, at the end of their resources, in the
Dutch East Indies, oniynbo ‘be turned away to cortain death becamse they
had not complied with the immigration forma'lities - would not the
whole British world have cried out in horror and in anger? And for
the "Struma" refugees, Palestine was not just Java, it was the oneland
to which, in their innocence, they hoped they could go as of right.

That is why men like Dr, Wiizmann, like the heads of the Zionist
Executive in Jerusalem, like the lecaders of the movmment here, who have
time and again shown their admiration for and, indeed devotion to Britain,
reacted with such bitterness to the action of the Palestine Administration
and of the Coloninl Office in refusing entry to the "Struma" refugees.

Obviously, the primary responsibility for the fate of the refugees
lies with the Nazis., In the resolution of the Administrative Council of
the Zionist Organization of America, at its meeting in Philadelphia on
March 8th, a copy of which I enclose, that point is emphasized., The
fact remains, however, that but for the attitude of the Palestine Adnminis-~
tration these people might still be alive; and if indignation against
the British authorities is high, it 1s because Britain - which is dedicated
in the fight for a better world to the wiping out of Nazi tyrann$ -~ cannot
be measured by the same standards as that tyranny itgelf.

We American Zionists certainly realize that confidence in the
British Covernment is essential to the morale of the American people in

the war in which we are engaged as allies. But we cannot ignore the fact
that the task of maintaining that confidence and of inepiring faith in the

oldest democratic country in Burope must be founded in the first place on
the action of the British Governmment itself.

With renewed assurance of my personal esteem, I am,

Falthfully yours,

(8igned) Louis E. Levinthal




MINUTES OF OFFICS COMMITTER MEETTUO
AMERICAN EMFROFNCY. COWAITTER FOR ZIONIST AFPAIRS

Wednesdey, Marel 18, 1942,

A mesting of the Office Committse of “he American Emergency Committee £o-
Zionist Affairs vas held cn Vednesday afiernoon, March 18 a®t 4i30 ot 41 E. 4z &

PRESENT: Dr. Wise (presiding), Messrs. Bublick. Greeaberg, UGoidsteln, Lipsxy,
Wertheim; Magdawes Halprin and Shalman.

Mescrs. Ben-Gurion, Goldmann; lourie, Neuman, Welsgal.

JEWISH ARMY

Mr. Neumann reported that pursuant to the statement in oppesition to a
Jewish Army issued by 57 reform rabbis he had secured a contrary statement from
Rabbi Jemes Heller, President of the Central Coufsreace of American Rebbisj he ha
also circularized 1,000 rabbis, 300 of whom had already respondsd indlca®ing vhei-
endorsement of the Jewish Army. I was agrsed that announcemen® oi the supporh
of these rabbis be given publicity through paid adverbising space in ths New York
Times on Friday morning and in the llew York Herald-lribune “he following Monday.
The names of all rabbis endorsing the Jewish Army are to appesr in the advertise-
ment. The advertisements should be of the same size as Those on the "Strusa'

me Et‘!.ng .
REFUQEE ALIQWANCES

It was agreed that the §1300 originally allocated for the transportation
of refugees and refunded by Thomas Uook & Son should be used as part of a fund fox
monthly allowances to general Zionist refugees in this country.

REPORT OF COMMITIES ON STATUS QF MR. NOUMANN
Mrs. Halprin reported the following:

a) An adjustment ; Mr. Neumann's salary for the past year had been made Y;
the Office Oommistee at a previous meeting and that matter was closed.

biMr, Newsann's salary henceforth should be at the rate of $£8,000 per yes

¢) As regards Mr. Neumann's status in the committee, the question had
arisen as to whether Mr. Neumann should be appointed director of the Committee.
Mrs, Halprin drew the distinction between the contrcl of policy which would include
the planning of program and which should be in the hands of a politicml commitiee.
and the Public Relations work which was in fact the biggest Job which the committer
had to face. For this latter work Mr. Neumann was uniquely qualified and the
recommendatioh of the committeewas that he should continue as director of Public
Relations. Naturally there were points at which political action and public rela-
tions overlapped and these questions would be adjusted in consultation.

Mr. Neumann stated that as he understood it, the sub-committee had not
reached any clear decision and was not in a position to make a definite recommends-
tion. Thus, one suggedtion had been that he should be Executive Director; a seco:
that he be jointly responsible with Dr. Goldmann for carrying out political actio:
decdded on by the Committee. Dr. Goldstein also stated that in his view there hau
been no clear decision on the part of the sub-committee.
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Dr. Coldmann stated that at its meeting on March 11, the Office Commiti=c
had decided that the Chairman of the Office Committee and the Chairman of the
Zionist Executive should Siogether make recommendations to the Office Committee frx
the setting up of a political commitbee. In the light of that action of the
Office Committee the whole situation had to be 'viewed differently. MNrs. Halprin
agreed and stated that she had pointed out at the last meeting of the sub-commit-
tee on Mr. Neumann's status that the sebting up of a special political committe:
pu®t the matter on & different plane. Mr. Neumann should be urged to contimme in
charge of Public Relations. Referring tc Dr. Ooldsteinl!s statement, Mrs. Halpri-
sald that the sub-committee had in any case been against the asppointment of
Mr, Neumann as Executive Director.

Hr. Neumann said that there were three separate questions involved!:
a) Public Relations

bg Political work

¢) General Executive Direction of the work of the Committee.

Mr., Neumann said that when he had first come to the Emergency Committee
he had thought that Dr. Goldmamn would be the Executive in charge of the office.
In fact, however, there was no Executive Director responsible for carrying out iiv
instructions and action of the Office Committee. The result was that the work of
the Committee was not organized rationally and that there were a series of irri-
tations, deficiencies and delays. He said that even ir he were to agree that his
work should be confined solely to Public Relatione, the situation existing be-
cause of a lack of an Executive Director would still have to be remedied. More-
over, he did not know where to draw the line between Political work and public
relations work. For example, at the moment he was tryihg to get members of the
Senate to speak from the floor on the Struma disaster. This was definitely
Public Relations work but it was also Political work.

However, all of these problems might be ironed out, but something else
had come up which altered the situation radicdlyt The Chairman o the Office
Oommittee, supported by the Office Oommittee, had appointed Mr. Weisgel to organ—
ize the three day conference of American Zionists without previous consultation
with the Director of the Public Relations department.  This conference was defin-
itely a public relations enterprise and the Chairman of the Office Committee had
simply chosen to take the matter out of the hends of the Public Relations Dept.
without regard to his own position. As a matter of fact; Mr. Neumann said that in
informal talks with Mr. weisgael it had become immediately apparent that the organ-
izing of the conference was closely linked up with the work and plans of the
Public Relations COommittee.

Mr. Neumann further pointed out that in limiting his activity to Bublic
Relations work solely he would be doing what he was not completely qualified to
do in the sense in which the Committee understood it. He said that he was not a
press agent; he was not good at organizing large meetings and that these activitio--
were not in his sphere.

He would therefore like te request the Emerffency Committee to make
arrangements to find a suitable person to take his place and have him relieved of
his dutlies at the earliest possible moment. He said that in the light of these
circumstances the matter of his salary became irrelevant.

Mrs., Halprin said she believed that Hr. Neumann's position on the
question of the arrangements for the conference and dinner was correct. She salo
that organizationally it was not right that the arganization of this confex-
ence be taken out of the jurisdiction of the Public Relations Department and sie
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recalled that at the previous meeting when the matter was up for discussion mary ot
the members of the Office Committee had expressed this point of view. Mr. lewnam:

statement, therefore, that his attitude had been completely disregarded, musi Le
.read in the light of that fact.

Dr. Vise pointed out that in view of Mr. Weisgal's special relation %o
Dr. Weizmann for whom the conference and dinmner were being arcanged; it was 1ot
illogical that he should be dtked to be in charge of these special funchicac. ha
did not believe that either Judge Levinthal or the Office Coumittee meant tha®
Mr. Weisgal would not work in close cooperation with Mr. Neumann and his dsparime .

Mr. Weisgal said that he wished to repeat what he had previously sald on
this subject: He had neither sough$¥ nor did he now seek the job and if his with-
drawael would in any way help "in arranging matters with Mr. Neumann or would help
the Zionist cause, he would be glad to withdraw.

A discussion followed on the guestion of Mr. Neumenn's position as
Director of Public Relations, in the course of which the distinction was drawn
between Public Relations as a service agency for political actich, and contrci of
the political policy of an organization.

Mr. Neumann at this point asked to have it made clear that he had nave:r
suggested that he be given control of the political work of the Emergency Comaniite:
However, he asked the Emergency Committee to give serious consideration to the or-
ganization and administratbn of the actual work which had to be done. He said that
quite apart from personal considerations the Emergency Committee should plan how
it would function from the point of view of the executive and administrative as-
pects of its work. The only sound procedure he thought he was to have an Executiv:
Director whose task it would be to see that the instructions of the political com-
nittee are carried out.

Mr. Ben-Qurion said that he thought the issue was being confused. Inas-
much as he and Dr. Wise had been suthorized to bring in recommendations for a
Political Committee and these recommendations had not yet been brought in, he couic
not see that the discussion of Mr. Neumann's status on political matters was be-
fore the Gommittee.

Dr. QGoldmann urged that the eternal discussion of whether or not there
should be an Executive Director be discontinued. The discussion was being burdencc
by too meny side issues. He felt that the question of Mr. Weisgal's appointment
to organize the conference and dinner was not relevant inasmich as it could easilv
be arranged that he work in close cooperation with Mr. Neumann. It was impossible
for Zionist orgenizations, because of the nature of their problems and personnel
always to function according to a plueprint. He said that this was a time to be
completely frank. It was his understanding that the question was whether or not
Mr. Neumann should become Executive Director of the Emergency Committee. He wovld
consider Mr. Neumann's resignation a deplorable loss, and would urge Mr. Neumann
not to press the question of appointment as Executive Director but to eontinue as
Director of Public Relations.

Mr. Neumann said that he would not consider appointment as Executive
Director. Dr. Goldmann said that if this was so then there was nothing further tc
discuss.
Mr., Wertheim urged that the discussion be postponed until Mr. Ben-Guri.
and Dr. Wise had brought in their recommendations for the setting up of a Polilics.
Committee and he further urged that Mr. Neumann retain his position as Directo:r i
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Public Relations. At this point, Dr. Wise left and Mr. Lipsky took the chalr

Dr. Goldstein urged that the matter be postponad until the retura of Ui
Chairman of the Office Committee.

Mr. Wertheim said that in principle he did not agree in postponing any
action until the return of the Chalrman inasmuch as he might frequeitlly be a-sen.
and the work of the Committee had to contimme.

Mr. Neumann said that he had hoped to turm over all his pending actirite,
to Mr. Lourie who might then take over, as soon as possible.

Mr. Lourie said that he did not want to leave either Mr. Nsumann or the
Office Committee with the ihpression that if Mr, Neumann did this he would take
over his work. He said that at the least he wculd urge Mr. Neumann to coatinue
for another few months until a new man was found. He himself could not fill the

gap.

Mrs. Halprin said that if Mr. Neumann felt the lack of an Executive
Director to be so deplorable, certeinly the lack of a Public Relations Disecto-
would be even more deplorable. Moreover, she said that if the lack of an
Executive Director was the reason for his leaving surely that was as much the
responsibility of the Office Committee as of Mr. Neumaan.

€ Mr., Neumann reiterated that he had never asked or proposed that hs be
made Political Director of the Emergency Committee and that he would have bes
willing to work under a competent and qualified Executive Director. He asked ¢
have recorded that he disclaimed responsibility for the inactivity of the Kmer-.
gency Committee with which he had been charged by Zionists throughout the countr:

Dr, Goldmann pointed out that the inactivity or shortcomings of the
Emergency Oommittee could certainly not be blamed on Mr. Neumann. He made thes fol-
lowing proposal: That the officers of the Emergency Committee and the Chairman of
the Public Relations Committee should again take up the question with Mr. Neumar

A motion that the matter of the resignation of Mr. Neumann be referred
for further consideration to a Committee as proposed by Dr. Goldmann was unani-
mously carried.

Dr. Goldstein informed the Committee that as a representative of the 0/
he would refer the whole question of Mr. Neumann as Executive Director or
Director of Public Relations to the Z0A EXecutive.

FRENCH PALESTINE COMMITTEE

Dr. CGoldmann reported on a lter which he had received from Justin Coda -
formerly a leading membersof the French Senate and head of the French Palestine
Committee, requesting a subsidy for the continuation of pro-Zionist work in Franc-
After discussion it was agreed that a grant of $600 per annum be made for this wu:

2 — ret Pension to Mrs. Jabotinsky -
Mrs. Pool said that she was ready to recommend to the National Board of

Hadassah that a grant for the needs of Mrs. Jabotinsky be made out of the Shekel
monies payable by Hadassah to the Executive in Jerusalem.

A. Lourie.
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MINUTES OF OFFICE OOMMITYEE MEETING
AMERTOAN EMERORNCY GOMMITRE FOR ZIONTST AFFAIRS

Monday, March 23, 1942.

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Uommittee for
Zionist Affeirs was held on Mondey, March 23, at 1:80 p.m.

PRESTNT s Dr. Wise, (presiding)s; Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Wertheim, Mrs. Halprin, Mrs. Pool.

Mr. Ben-Gurion, Dr. Goldmann; Mr. Lourie, Dr. Petegcrsky, Mr. Schulson,
Mr. Weisgal.

ACTION ON STATEMENT OF REFORM RABBIS IN RE JEWISH ARMY

Mrs. Pool asked to have recorded Hadassah's displeasure and distress that the
statement of the reform Rabbis in support of a Jewish Army was publicized in the
form of a paid advertisement. OShe also recalled that Hadassah had requeslted that
its name never be used without previous consultation.

Mrs. Halprin pointed out that she had attended the meeting at which the
decision to publish the ad had been made, but had arrived late. However, no one
had mentioned the matter to her and she hadlnown nothing about it until the next day.

The chairman suggested that a brief review of all decisions be made before the
end of each meeting, so that all those present might be informed of action taken.

CONFERENCE AND DINNER TQ DR. WEIZMANN

Dr. Goldmann reported the meeting of the sub—committee on the Zionist
Conference to be held with Dr. Weizmanni

1. It had been proposed that the meeting be held in Atlantic City.
2. It was agreed that representation to the Conference be as followst
Hadassah- T5Hj; ZOA - 753 Poale Zion-- 453 Mizrachi- 35.
3+ The Poale Zion and Mizrachi members of the sub-committee had taken stong
objection to the Z0A tendering & dinner under its auspices alone, as part of a
Conference called by the Emergency Committee.

Considerable discussion followed Dr. Goldmenn's report. Mrs. Pool reiterated,
on behalf of Hadassah, that if the ZOA could be helped to wipe out its deficit
through the dinner, then Hadassah had no objection.

Mr. Wertheim stated that people will come from all over the country for a
Conference which would be a symdbol of unity:. A Z0OA sponsored dinner as part of
such a Conference would not be in consonance with the spirit of uhity.

Mr. Schulson reported the discussion at the ZOA executive committee meeting
as follows?! It was decided to hold the dinner in abeyance until Dr. Weizmenn's
arrival vhen the matter will be discussed with him. The Conference should be held
over until the end of June.

Mr. Weisgel said that March 13 the Office Yommittee had decided to have a
Oonference and dinrer, which he was to arrange. In accordance with this decision
Judge Levinthel and he had sent a detailed cable to Dr. Welzmann asking his appro-
val of these plans to which a reply had already been received indicating
Dr. Weizmenn's evceptance of all these plans. The Emergency Committee,
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Mr, Weisgal stated, should deal with the situation in the light of these facts
and not be influenced in its decision by extranevus issues.

Mrs. Halprin said that if the dimner under the auspices of the Z0A were to
be a fund-raising function, Hadassah wouvld incist that matters be first clared up
so far as the WA is concerned.

After some further discussiocn the following molion was unénimously approveds
To continue preparations for an exiraordinary Zionist Ucnference under the
suspices of the Emergency Committee to be reld at the eariiest possible moment
consonant with the wishes of Dr. Weizmann.

Mr., Ben-Gurion said that American entry into the war had created new and
urgent problems for us. Either the proposed conference was important or it was
not. If it was importaht that such a conference be held, he faill to understand
that the Z0A should wish to postpone it Dbecause of a fuand-raising dinner.
Palestine was in grave danger and our efforts to do anything to help might be toc
late. There are not four Palestines — one for Hadassal, one for Z0OA, one for
Mizrachi and one for Poale Zion. There is only one Palestine and our first re—
sponsibility was as Zionists and not to pariy interests.

The chairman requested Mr. Schulson to communicate to Judge Levinthal the
substance of the views expressed and said that he himself would write to him,
so that he would appreciate the advisability of holding the Conference at the
earliest possible moment.

There was some further discussion on arrangements for the Conference. It
was agreed that Mr. Weisgal arrange the Conference, under the direction of a
sub-cormittee of the Office Committee and with the underscanding that ths finan-

cial arrangements are to be in charge of the regular officers of the Emergency
Committee.

The opinion was expressed that the conference should be held in New York.

Dr. Wise and Mrs Pool expressed disapproval of the Waldorf-Astoria as the mzeting
place for the Conference.

Later in the meeting Mr. “zold telephoned to say that he had received a
telegram from Judge Levinthal stating that in his view Mr. Veisgel would be
the most suitable person to arrange the dinner.

RED_QOROSS

Mrs. Pool reported that Hadassah had made an appointment with Mr. Norman
Davis, head of the Rad Cross, to discuss with him the proposal to make available
to the army Hadasssh's hospital facilities in Palestine with the possitiility that
some parallel arrangements might be made witih the Red Cross.

POLITICAL COMMITTEE

With reference to the proposal for the setting up of a political committee,
it was reported that it had been very strongly felt by the Yational Board of
Hadassah that 1%ocPresident must be a member of such a committee.
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NAT OF DR. QORSKY

Dr. Wise invited Dr. Petegorsky to make a sbatement to the Committee on the
reasons for his resignation. Dr. Petegorsky sald he had come to the Yommittee
ten weeks ago after resigning a position on the staff of Ancloch College. He had
taken this step with some reluctance but he felt that this was a criticel moment
in world affairs and that it was his duly as a Jew %o acdepl the offer that had
been made to him. Dr. Eetegorsky proceeded to criticlse the functioning of the
Committee on the ground of inefficiency and of irresponsibility on the part of
peuple wio-should be responsible. Decisions would be taken and then revoked on
inadmuate grounds. The Committee concerned s4self too much with details. Its
concepts of the functions which it should perform seemed to him inedequate.
There vas further a lack of information and research. In the circumstances he
felt that his energies could be used to betier purpose in other fields. At the
request of the Chairman, Dr. Petegorsky added that he would be glad Yo draw up
a memorandum indicating what in his view was required to produce more effective
action on the part of the Commitiee.

A. Lourie.




Mizrachi zanization of America
1M3 Broadwey
New York, N. Y.

farch 12th, 1942

Dr. Stephen S, Tise, Chairman
nergency Gormm. for Zicnist Affairs
4] PFasgt 42nd S5irwes

New York Civy

Dear Dr. "ises

It was with immeasurable disappointment that our Adpinigtrative
Cormittee learnmed that the lMizrachi Organization of America
received only one place on the 0ffice Comnittee of the Fmergency
Cormnittee vhile the Poale Zion have received an additional place,
though it was done under a difrerent label.

It ig the unaninous opinion of our administration that such action
cannot possibly be acceptol by organization, since it reduces us
unjustifiably to a position of least significance,

We have always been of the opinion that the Emergency Conmittee
ghould, indeed, give equal representation to all Zionlst groups;
being, as it is, a body which does mot seek to rule ty najority
vote, nor does it want to impose its vill on minorities, It is
rather an agency for the expression of the united will as well as
a nedium for the united action of the sunm totality of organized
Zionist opinion, If, however, it has been decided to have major
end minor groups, we finally consented to such procedure,

It is, however, we repeat, most unwarranted to advance the repre-
sentation of one of the go-called niror affiliates of the Fmergency
Committee and leave our position in status quo. If, for the sake

of expediency, it was found more practical to add several members

to the list of "virilists" we cannot and shall not yield to the
epparent supposition of the Emergency Committee that we have no
individual or individuals vho can qualify for this category, although
we are generally fBonfused as to vhat makes one a "virilist" in so far
ags the Fmergency Committee is concermed,

Ve definitely do feel and are utterly comvinced that we have a
mumber of individuals vho are most represeatative of Zioniem in
general and religious Zioniem in particular and are considered
similtaneously the spokesmen of orthodox Jewry in this country,

It ig painful to say it, tut we must state most clearly that we
cannot and shall not accept the status which you have assigned us
and we shall be forced to take action should the situation remain
unchanged in regard to our representation, something vhich we hope
will become unnecessary by your proper reconsideration and adjustment
of the matter,

Tith assurance of our deep appreciation for your indulgence and
consideration, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Fabbi Mex Kirschblum
mk/rlp Executive Secretary
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MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEETING
AMERIGAN EMERGENCY CCMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

April 7, 1942.

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist
Affeirs was held on Tuesday, April 7 at 1’30 p.m.

PRESENT: Dr. Wise (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mr. Gellman, Mr. Greenberg,
Judge Levinthal, Mrs. Shulmen, Mr. Szold, Mr. Wertheim;

Mr. Ben-Curion, Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal.

LONFERENCE

Mr. Weisgel,in submitting a tentative program for the forthcoming conference
reported that the UPA had planned a Conference of the National Council in New
York on May third in New York, which would culwinate with a dinner in honor of
Rabbi Silver. He thought this would seriously interfere with the plans for the
Zionist Conference and therefore conferred with Mr. Montor with a view to working
out a mutuelly satisfactory arrangement. Mr. Montor had agreed to a tentative
proposal which was made subject to the approval of the Office Committee, to can-
cel the UPA function if the Sunday afternoon of the Zionist Conference would be
devoted to the UPA Council and the dinner to Dr. Weizmann presided over by
Dr. Silver.

The Office Committee unenimously agreed that this be done.

Mr. Weisgel then submitted a draft program for the Conference . Considerable
discussion followed his presentation.

Mr. Szold said that the program as submitted was quite contrary to his con-
ception of a working Conference, which he had understood to be the nature of the
proposed Conference. He thought Mr. Weisgal's program would piewent, rather than
encourage, serious consideration of pressing Zionist proplems.

In reply to Mr. Szold's criticism, Mr. Weilsgal pointed out that no conference
does real thinking, except as a result of previous plans and forethought. He
believed that his program was a synthesis of the wishes previously expressed by
the Office Committee, that the Oonference be designed both for internal working
out of Zionist problems, as well as with a view to impressing generel public
opinion.,

Mr. Ben-Ourion saild that while he thought Mr.. 8zold unduly critical of
the program, he believed that much thinking had to be done before the Conference.
He pointed out some omissions from the Program?

1. How to make Americam Zionism a more effective force.

2. How to achieve internal unity and to secure the interest of American
Jewry for Palestine.

&« Hebrew education and culture

4. Women did not have a krge endugh place on the program.

He suggested specifically that sub-committees be set . up immediately to
study the problems to be presented at the Conference. He recommended that there
be three such sub-committees to studyt
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A) Political problems of Zionism - i.e. relations with Mandatory Power,
Arab—Jewish relations, Jewish Army etc.
B) Political action in America
0) How to strengthen Zionism in America- Internal unity, Zionist educa-
tion; the conquest of American Jewry for the Zionist idea.

He said that if we were clear on precisely what we want to do, we have a
chance for success, and the success of the Conference depends on what we do
between now and then.

Mr. Cellman said that he agreed entirely with Mr. Szold. He believed that
Mr., Veisgal's program was another ZOA Oonvention end left no room for discussion
from the floor by the delegates. He also protested that Mizrachi had no place
on the program.

Mr. Neumann said that he had the impression from Mr. Welsgal's prograr that
he had started with persons, rather than with the problems. He did not believe
that such a program was conducive to redl thinking and constructive action. He
pointed out that in his opinion there were two omissions; namely, Zionist politi-
cal action on the American scene and a reporiof the work of the Emergency
Committee for the past two and a half years.

stimulating and

Mrs. Shulman said she found the progrem in line with her con-

ception of what the progran should be.

Mr. 8zold suggested that the first three days bd eliminated - the Friday
night service, Oneg Shabbat, ete. He proposed that after the necessary intro-
ductory speeches, commissions be set up to work for two days and then bring in
their reports. He believed that we had to choose between & working conference
and one designed for publicity purposes — he did not believe that trying to
serve both purposes would serve either.

Mr. Wertheir believed that & program could be worked out to serve both
purposes. He supported Mr. Gellman's demand that Mizrachi be represented on the
pPrograr in a unified Zionist Conference.

Various other suggestions were made and it was finally agreed to refer them
to the standing Conference Committee ghich should endeavor to dedraft the pro-
grem in line with the criticisms expressed. It was further agreed that the
standing Committee set up the three sub-committees as outlined by Mr. Ben-Gurion.
These committees shall, from time to time, report to the Office Committee.

Conference

It was further agreed that the / _ Committee be authorized to spend a
maximum of §3,000 for the Oonference. Should some unforsseen emergency involve
additional expenditures, this would have to be authorized by the Office Committee.

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTER DINNER

The Chairman read & letter from Mr. Neumann pointing out that a dinner of
the American Palestine Committee was scheduled for some time late in April or
early in Mey. In view of the resignation of Mr. Petegorsky, his assistand, and
his own forthcoming departure, he urged that some provision be made for arrang-
ing this dinner. He recommended that, if Judge Levinthal approved, Mr. Schulson
and Mr. Shetzer of the Washington Office be asked to take charge of this dinner.

Judge Levinthal sasid he had no objections and it was decided that Mr.
Schulson and Mr. Shetzer be requested to undertake the arrangements for the
dinner, and to consult with Mr. Weisgel on the date. A meximum expenditure of
$6800.00 was authorized.
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Mr, Neumann reported that Mr. Josephus Daniels would write the introduction
to Professor Hanna's book on Palestine and that various revisions which had been
proposed to the author had been accepted by him (see previous minutes). The
question of whether the Emergency Committee was to telke a number of books at a
reduced price was referred to Mr. S5zold and Mr. Neumann.

Mr. Neumann further reported a plan for a research project on the agricul-
tural absorptive capacity of Palestine. It was agreed that a sum be allocated
to cover the expenses of this project after Mr. Szold and Mr. Brodie had locked
into the matter.

MIZRACHI

A letter from Mizrachi was circulated requesting that since the Poale Zion
had, in effect, two members on the Office Committee, they also be represented by
two members. It was pointed out in reply that Mr. Creenberg was a mexber of the
Officezgommittee in his individual csapacity and not as & I'apresentative of the
Poale Olls

It was further pointed out that inasmuch as the question of representation
on the Office Committee had been decided by the full Emergency Committee, any
change would have to be referred to the full Committee. ¥r. Cellman was requested
that the Mizrachi take no action in the matter, until it hed been discussed by a
full meeting of the Emergency Committee, at the earliest pamsible cpportunity.

XOUTH CONFERENCE

A request from the National Council of Zionist Youth Organizetions for a sum
of 8500 to be used in connection with & proposed youth conference was reported.
It was decided to postpone consideration of this question, until each of the
constituent organizations had considered the matter.

The treasurer reported that there was a sum of $2,600 on hand and that
82,000 were 8%till due for the year 1941-42.

NEXT MEETING
the

It was decided to hold /néxt meeting of the .0ffice -~ Committee on
Tuesday, April 14 at A130.




REPORT BY DR. WEIZMANN
2o THS OFFICE COMMITTEE

Friday, April 17, 1942.

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee was held on
Friday, April 17 in order to hear the report of Dr. Weizmann. The following were
present

Dr. Wise, presiding; Messrs. Lipsky, Greenberg, Ooldstein, Wertheinm,

Mesdames Epstein, Jacobs, Pool, Schoolman.

Pr. Ben-Gurion, Dr. Goldmann, Messrs. Lourie, Neumann, Weisgal, Shetzer,
Montor, Goldberg, Isreeli.

Apologies were received from Judge Levinthal and Mr. Szold.

DR. WEIZMANN'S REPORT

Dr. Weizmann opened his remarks by saying how heppy he was to be apongst
his American friends again, and to take this opportunity of expressing his gratitude
for the sympathy extended to him in his distress as well as for the extraordinary
efforts exerted on his behalf to take him and Mrs. Weizmann out of the "galuth of

Lisbon."

He also wished to express the gratitude of the British Zionists for having
sent Dr. Silver to them. He believed Dr. Silver's visit was extremely useful from
both sides - for him to see in England Zionists continuing their Zionist work in
the face of all difficulties, and for them to see a friend from America- vhich is
not eas yet in such dire circumstances as England. Dr. Weizmann went on to say that
Dr. Silver's trip was a signal success - he was brilliant in his speeches -~ simple,
impressive and carrying deep conviction to very fastidious and critifal audiences.
Although Dr. Silver went through a terrific grind - travelling in England today was
achieved under conditions of inconvenience - he did not hesitate. He had found
ruined cities but he did not find ruined Jewish communities. The Keren Hayesod
cempaign was a great success 00,000 was being sought and it would no doubt be
raised. Dr. Weizmann expressed the hope that it would be possible to arrange for
such visits by other American Zionist leaders.

QUTLOOK FOB THE FUTURE

Dr. Weizmenn then went on to a genersl report. The year that paessed was one
of complete frustration - whatever was attacked, vhatever energy and skill was
expended in order to carry something through to a conclusion - in the . end became
Dead Sea fruit. There was only one melancholy comfort in all that - Britain had
handled its own affairs, its imperial affairs, so badly 1t would have been surpris-
ing had ours prospered; when we see them cutting into their own flesh every day,
we cannot expect much understanding from them for affairs which may appear to them
to be outside their own compass, However, Dr. VWeizmann went on, the hope was not
dimmed, nor our expectations or confidence diminished in -our destiny through the
tempcrary setbacks thus suffered.

Dr. VWeizmenn said it was impossible to describe the world in which they
lived in Burope. Here life is normal - there it deteriorates every day, with even
the elementary necessities becoming more difficult to obtain - bread, coal, trans-
port, etc. And Zionist work, which is something that looks to the future and
requires a strong imagination to overcome the present, is extremely difficult under
these circumstances.
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There were two things which in Dr. Weizmann's opinion justified one's
confidence. One is the very weight of the tragedy, the gravity of the problem
which, no matter how mucl one would like to put it off for the future, is inescapablk.
People realize that sooner or later it will have to be faced. This was beginning
to be the attitude even of those who were not otherwise deeply concerned with the
problem ~ Mr. Eden, for instance. Mr. Unurchill had once said to Dr. Veizmann,

"Wwhy are you so worried? When we win the war the Jewlsh position will be restored."
He seemed to imagire that after the war we shall be as we were - there may be

200,000 or half-million victims, but on the whole he seemed to think the Jewish
position would be restored to normalcy. Mr. Eden had apparently shared his point of
view. Dr. Weizmann said it took him a very long time to explain to Mr. Eden that
the disintegration of the Jews of Europe to their position before the war is an
imposaible thing.

Dr. Weizmann had also had talks with Benes and Sikorski. They both told him
that from their point of view it is not credible that the Polish or Czech Jewish
community would be simply restored to their previous positions. Mr. Benes explainec
there were 300,000 Jews in Ozechoslovakia, with the greategt group in Slovekia -
tut this has been very much thinned out because they were being sent off to Poland.
He described the following situation which existed in his country: The Germans
have confiscated Jewish property and given a certain aspect of legality to their
robbery with token payments and the exchange of papers, etc. He explained a COzech
Quisling was at the headof this and that after the war he, Benes, would oust him.
Benes also pointed out that after the war economic conditions would be hard and this
is when anti-8emitism raises its head. He explained that to at3emp$ $o restore the
status quo at that time would make matters worse and that the only way to overcome
the situation would be for the government to confiscate and take over all landed
property no matter who owned it and make a complete redistribution. In this process,
he explained, some Jews would fall out and about one-third of them would not find a
place in the new Republic. He made the assurance however, that they would compen—
sate the Jews financially for their losses, and the money thus paid would be used
for immigration and esteblishment of Jews in Palestine. Mr. Benes said he wated to
see a great Jewish Palestine — he wuld have to see Mr. Eden (Dr. Weizmann said he
know that Benes had seen Eden) and impress upon him the necessity of opening wide
the gates of Palestine. Dr. VWeizmann added that no one who knew Mr. Benes could
suggest that he was in any way anti-Segitic.

As for Mr. Sikorski, who also claimed to be a friend of the Jews, he too
ahticipated that not all the Jews of Poland could be re-absorbed. If we were to
apply the ratio of one-third. suggested by Mr. Benes, to other countries- there
would be at least two to three million Jews who will have to be taken care of.

When Dr. Weizmann saw Eden for the second time, the latter said he had seen
Mr. Benes and complained "It's not fair what they are saying". Dr. Weizmann replied
that whether it was fair or not, it was a hard; solid fact which must be reckoned
with., It was only after the third talk with Mr. Eden, which lasted for a long time,
that the latter asked,"Have you got & sdution ? " Dr. Weizmann replied that he had.
He said this was the first time they had gotten to talk about the subject of Palestis
itself. They discussed all the surrounding problems - and Dr. Veizmann had the
impression that the effect of this pressure even on a virgin and not friendly mind
had made a dent.

As a result of many such conversations, not all of them with official spokes-
men, Dr. Weizmann had come to the conclusion that the British did not feel themselve:c
strong enough any more to solve this problem by themselves. Their formula is that
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they alone cannot handle it -~ btut together with the Americans they cen, provided
the Americans not merely give advice and directions, but actually join in the
responsibility. This, Dr. Weizmann said, was the crux of the whole situation. He
had discussed this also with some of the younger and thinking members of the govern-
ment who were really vorrked about the problem of the Jews and of Palestine, and
they too atreaaad the fact that American Joint responsibility was needed to help
solve it. ®e believed that this would be part of the joint general responsibility
which the Anglo-Saxon world would in the end have to accept perticularly in the
liiddle East. Dr. Weizmann stressed the importance of this point.

1S N D

Dr. wWeizmann continued by giving a summary of some of his impressionsi
T o people here, the Middle East in the last war before America joined it, was a
savage country of no importance. Todsy the Middle East, and particularly Palestine
and the Suez Canal are one of the approaches to the Western Hemisphere. One can
attack America as much from the Suez Canal and the Indian Ocean as from the Panama
Canal. Vital interests are affected as long as the lMiddle East remains a domain for
international intrigue and uncivilization. Conditions there may affect vitally the
general stability which it is hoped to maintain after the war. The lear East will
be one among many sections of the world which will need stabilization. In achieving
that stabilization Jewish work in Palestine will play an increasingly important
role. This was another reason why Dr. '/elzmann believed that in spite of the
temporary set-backs, we have a role to play, particularly if we cen impress upon
American statesmen the value and the importance of the stabilizing effect of the
reconstruction which we have undertaken in this part of the world, from the D -
Buphrates to the Nile. There is no doubt that the elliances antered into by Britain
with the Arab countries, Bgypt, Syria and Iraq are valueless. As long as the Libyan
campaign is in a state of equikibrium and as long as England is successful, there
31%1 be no betrayal; but as soon as England fails in that campaign, there will be
etrayal.

ATTITUDE OF BRITISH

Dr. Welzmann said that they (the British) were compelled to realize today
that we were right, and this realization bothered them. We were pricking their
conseience. He referred to lir. Churchill's remark that he never wanted to see
Dr. Veizmenn on the plea that when they meet, in ©0 cases out of 100 they think the
same wey .

Referring to the British Jews, Dr. Weizmsnn said that they believe today
more warmly than ever that the Jewish future is in Palestine. The Keren Kayemeth
is getting large sums of money through investments made in London for Palestine.
Cne reason is perhaps also that the conversion of American securities into sterling
has resulted in the repatriation of large sums, some of thich is now being re-invest-
ed in Palestine. Dr. VWeizmann said he had already mentioned to Dr. Goldstein that
he believed an investment movement could also be introduced in America. He said
further that this would help solve political problems because today land can be
bought even in the forbidden zones.

Dr. Weizmann redierated his conclusion that with Americen supnort behind us
we are likely to achieve success.

He went on to say that our difficulties with the British are also in part
due to the difficulty of the pboblem itself from their point of view - first, the
difficulty of meking it understood at all by a "goy"; and secondly, because Englahd
is a Moslem Empire. It has the largest number of Mohammedans in the world. That
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problem is beginning to assume an entirely different aspect because a solution for
India is coming. Also Malaya and the other Far Eastern colonies yill either be
lost or will be ruled under different msuspices in the future. Thus the quantity
of Moslems in the British Empire may well be reduced by abou$y two-thirds. This of
itself will bring sbout a reduction of the pressure of the Moslems. After all, very
considerable nressure had come from the Indian Moslems. Dr. Weizmann was convinced
therefore that if we get American statesmen really to understand the nroblem, and
if we get the Americen JYews into line, we would face a much brighter future. It vas
important however, not to desist from our work for a moment. Dr. VWeizmann said that
in Palestine work continued at an increased pace and the country, which is today a
real arsenal of democracy, is making a greater contribution proportionately than
many another great center of democracy.

THE JE.ISH ARMY

On the question of the Jewish Amy, Dr. Veizmenn said the struggle had not
been given up. On the contrary- the army might perhaps be nearer then we thought.
There is no influx of New Zealand and Australian troops into the Near ¥ast, there—
fore from a parely military point of view people may be inclined to accept the idea
with greater alackity than before.

Dr. Weigzmann reported that in this connection lr. Winant had been sympatheti:
and helpful, but unfortunately he had had to leeve. He had insisted that theéArmy
would come - it was a Just thing.

Dr. Weizmann said that we had suffered from the general failure of the year
Just passed, which he felt was the darkest yet. But he was confident there would
be a turn this summer and that our own affairs would also take a turn for the better.
It was for this reason that he was narticularly anxious to get to Palestine after
his visit here

Sy % 1= STS _ .

Dr. Veizmann stated that in the negotiations with the British non-Zionists
he did not find as good a reception as we had found here. They are much more 'die-
hardish" than the people here, but their stubborness was in inverse ratio to their
importence. Dr. Weizmann thought that if things were straightened out in the
negotiations here- they in England would follow suit. Although they were not as
harmful as they were twenty years ago, Dr. Weizmann found that certain attitudes,
for instance that of Mr. Eden, were probably influenced by people like Mr. Anthony
de Bothschild, whom Eden considered an expert on Jewish affairs.

Dr. Weizmann reported that he had met earlier that day with Mr. Maurice
Wertheim. From their talk he realized that it would not be all "plain-sdling" here.
However, he did think that Mr. Wertheim was the best chairman that the Amrican Jewish
Committee could have selected from their group.

PROGRAM OF ACTION

Dr. Weizmann pointed out that there were various aventies for activity heret
Palestine itself, reconstruction of the Middle East, the negotiations with non-
Zionists, the creation of general good-will and of an informed public opinion in
this country, creation of a special fund for the work which we have to do along these
lines, and so on. Dr. Wetzmann said he believed we were sufficiently well-trained
to deal with all these problems and he would be happy to make whatever small con-
tribution it was within his power to make.
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Dr. Weizmann mentinned that the new Colonial Secretary "belongs to the
family", he is a Balfcur- a Cecil by crigin. He said that Lord Cranborne #s a
distinguished man, strong willed and of high moval principles. However,hi.g '~
first speech in the House cf Loxds had not bae of good svgury and Dr. Weizmann
said he had it out with him later. He had tcld Lord Cranborrethat the Colonial
Officels responsibility meant ncthing because the idministration did what they
liked. The Administralion was in the position of having power without responsibil-
ity. While the White Paper could not be chenged publiciy now, the situation could
be changed to such an extent as to establish the possibility of effective coopera-
tion between us and the Golonial Administration on one side, and the Palestine
Government on the other. Dr. Weizmann added further that he considered MacMichael
as unfit to preside over the destinies of Palestine. He sald he had seen many
Colonial Secretaries and High Commissioners and in the end they all seemed very
much alike to him, so he had no reason to be tco optimistic that Lord Cranborne
would bring the Geulah. However, he was a change from what had gone before and
we could perhaps expect a smoother relationship than heretofore.

But it was only the great events of the present day, events which were
changing the world and changing theeipire and also inflicting great injuries on
Jewry itself, that would ultimately change our situation and for that we must get
ourselves ready.
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STRICTLY
CONF IDENT IAL

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEZTING OF THE AMERICAN
EMERGENCY COMUITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

Wednesday April 22,1942

e o o g0l

A meeting of the O0ffice Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs
was held on April 22, at 4:30 P.M. at 41 East 42nd Street.

PRESENT: Judge Levinthal (praaiding;. Mesdames Jacobs, Pool, Rosensohn, (sub-
stituting for Mre. Halprin) Shulman; Dre Goldstein, Mr. Szold,
lr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise.
Dr. Goldmann, Mre Lourie; Mr. Wylsgalo

REPRESENTATION AT THE CONFERENCE:

lMr, Wertheim recpened the question of the representation of the four parties
to the forthcoming Zionist Conference. He suggested that representation be as
follows: 75 each from Hadassah and the ZBA, and 60 each from the Poale Zion and
Mizrachi, which would maintain the proportion provided for by the by-laws of the
Emergency Committee.

Dr. Goldstein proposed as an amendment that, inasmuch as Poale Zion recog-
nized the right of lMizrachi to equal representation with them, the number be
fixed at 75, 75, 45, and 45.

Mrs Wertheim did not accept this amendment, pointing out that such equali-
zation of the Poale Zion and Migzrachi was arbitrary and unfair to the former and
did not take into consideration the relative strength of the two organizations.
Hie own proposal was bagsed on the idea of acceptance of the position existing
in the Emergency Committee. Dr. Tise urged that there be equal representation
for all parties in the interests of harmony and unity. BSuch egalization would
set no precedent, but would be an "ad hoc" arrangement for this Conference,
which, in any case, has no voting powers, but is to meet for consultation.

Mrss. Pool said that Hadassah had accepted 5, 6, 4, and 4 as the basis of repre-

sentation on the Emergency Committee, because it considered the Office Committee

the really authoritative body, not because it believed that to be a fair repre-

gentation of the numerical strength of the parties. Bhe did not believe, however.

;:t to give equality of representation to all parties would be .. democratically
te

Mre. Rosensohn deplored the action of Mizrachi in withdrawing, no lees than
the threat of Poale Zion to withdraw if Migrachl were allotted the same number of
delegates to the Conference as they, on a basis othey than that of full equality
for all parties, or on the basis of 5, 5, 4, and 4o However, she supported
Dre Wige's motion for equality of representation in the interests of harmony
and ‘llﬂit}’n

Mre. Szold said that harmony as a result of threats was no harmony at all.
He pointed out that the Jewish State Party and others might, on the basis of
equality, be entitled to 75 representatives. However, he emphasized that 1if
equality were the basis of representation, then it must be made absolutely clear
that no votes were to be taken at the Conference. He suggested that a fair basls
for representation would be on the basis of paild-up membershipe
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Mr. Weisgal pointed out that Mizrachile attitude had been unreasonable.
The original suggestion of representation on the basis of 75, 76, 45 and 35 had
been accepted by the sub-committee including the Mizrachi representative and
was reasonable. It had laler been confirmed by the Office Committee. Therefore,
this action should not be changed because of the subsequent attitude of the
Mizrachio

lirss Jacobs said she would regret very much if thoee who represented
Jewish religious life were eliminated from the Zionist picture. After consider-
able discuseion, it was finally decided by vote that:

l. No votes shall be taken at the Conference on questions of major
policy except by wmanimous agreement and,

2 Representation to the Conference shall be on the basis of eugality
for all partiesy: On this Question, Mrs: Pool asked to be recorded
as not voting. Mr. Weisgal was authorized to inform the parties

that each 1s entitled to 756 representatives at the Conference.

PROGRAM FOR CONFERENCE:

Mr. Weisgal presented the program for the Conference as revised by the sub-
committee. The following suggestions and comments were mades
lo That in the sessions devoted to the American-Zionist scene, ample

time be devoted to a thorough discussion of public relations and
thé technique vhich might best be used for creating pro-Zionlst
public opinion in America.
That the proposed statements on various aspects of the political
problem be part of the discussions following the speeches of
Dra Welzmann aad Mr., Ben--Gurion. This would allow time for a
special session on current problems in Palestine: econocmic,political,
etco
That an opportunity be given for a discussion of the gestion of the
possible reintegration of the Revislonists into the World Zionist
Organization.
That there be a discussion on inter-organizational problems. The
sub~committee on the Conference was congratulated on the program
as presented and was asked to consider the new suggestions made and
té incorporate them, if possible-

The consensus of opinion was that this Conference is to be a consultative,
deliberative gathering. Dr. Goldstein suggested that the theme be one of
unanimity in the Zionist movement, inasmuch as it is the firet time in a genera-
tion when Zionists of all parties will meet together to discuss common problemse
1t was further understcod that concrete problems such as a single Zionist publi-
cation, etce are not to be dealt with on the floor of the Conference, tut are
matters for sub~committees to report om in the regular course of the worke

DINNER T0 DRo WEIZMANN;

The question arose as to the spomsorship for the forthcoming dinner to
Dre Weizmann, The dinner was not being given umder the ausplces of the Emergency
Committee but invitations to the sponsorship liet had gone out under Dr. Wise's
signature. Dr. Vige and Judge Levinthal were authorized to discuss the matter
further in view of the interest the Z0A had had in holding the dinner under thelr
auspicesc

MR. NEUMANN'S LETTER:

Mre Lourie read to the Committee a letter from Mr. Neumann reporting on
hie work in Washington with Dr, Wgizmann,




JEWISH ARMY COMIITTEE:

DreGoldmann brought to the attention of the Committee the fact that the
Jewish Army Committee is arranging a large dinner in New York on May 3rd in honor
of Plerre VanPaasen. EHe recommended that Zionist districts be instructed not to
attende After some discussion it was decided that it would be undignified so
to instruct Zionist groups, who had already been unegivocally informed that the
Emergency Committee, representing the four organizations, had dissociated itself
from the Jewish Army Committeeo Judge Levinthal and one representative from each
of the parties are to discuss the whole matter of the Jewish Army Committee
with Drs Tfeizmann-

REFUGHES IN ISTAMBOUL

Dre. Goldmann reported that two small boats with Rumanian-Jewish refugees
aboard were in Constantinoples One had already cleared the Dardanelles and the
other was still in Turkish waterse It was agreed that the Turkish Embassy in
Washington be requested to ask his government to admit the refugees to Turkey
pending the receipt of certificates for Palestine, add, further to redquest the
Btate Department to use its good offices with the Turkish Government in support-
ing the request.

HADASSAH

Mrses Pool reported the compnletion of successful negotiations with the
War Department which had gratefully accepted Hadassah!s offer to nlace at the
disposal of the United 8tates Government its personnel and facilities in the
Middle Haste Discussions in this matter were also proceeding with the Red Crosse
Mrs. Pool further reported a cable from Miss 8zold informing Hadassah that the
Turkish government had granted transit visas to 170 Rumanian children with
certificates for Palestines In this comnnection it wae agreed that there was
no objection to inviting the Turkish Ambassador to an annual meeting of the

National Youth Aliyah Committee of Hadassah to be held at the home of Mrs. Roger
ﬁl Strﬂuﬂl

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 P.M-
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QQUFIDEITIAL
MINUTAS OF OFFIOR QO IITEER METTLNQ
Wednesday, April 29, 1942.

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist
affairs was held on April 29 at 41 Bast 42nd Street, New lork.

PRISENT ¢+ Judge Levinthal, nresidingt Mr. Greenberg, lirs. Fool, Mrs. Hosensohn,
Dr. Silver, Mr. Szold, Dr. Wise.

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, lr.Neumann, Mr. lieisgal.

REPORT OF MR. NEULANI

! :
lir. Neumann reported that Pr. L.eizmenn had conferred with Mr. Sumner
\ield®, Lord Halifex, lir. \.inant and Lr. Donéld Welson. Mr. Winant had asked for
& memorencum on the Jevish army which had been prepared.

Mr. Szold suggested that an. . interview with the Chief of Staff
be sought, wvith a view to clarifying the situation with regard to a Jewish
lilitary Force in Palestine.

Fublicationst
Mr. Neumann recorted that Professor Hanna's book was to be issued soon
at {2.50. In viev of the fact that at the instence of the Zmergency Committee
various changes had been made in the text and en introduction nrepared by
Josenhus Deniels, he believed the Imergency Committee should guarantee the sale
of some of the wolumes.

Mr. Szold pointed out that the book was not Zionist nronaganda. In
fact its thesis was the irreconciliability of the Jewish and Arab claims to
Palestine. However, in viev of the circumstances, he believed we were committed
to take some of the books. It was agreed that kir. 8z0ld and lir. lieumann be given
discretion to spend from £300 to 500 for the purchase of copies of the book.

Mr. 3zold slso reported that upon investigation he believed that the
book which Dr. Lowdermilk had undertaken to nrepare on Palestine's absorptive
canacity would involve various expenditures. He was convinced that some one

would have to be employed to do the spade work for Dr. Lowdermilk, in addition to
clerical assistance. He said that he thought the nroject worth spmending some
thousands of dollars on. It was agreed that the project was in imnortant one,

and Mr. Szold was authorized to draw, as he saw fit, for necessary help in pre-
paring the volume. He and hr. Heumann are to look about for & suitable candidate
to assist Dr. Lowdermilk,

lr. Neumann brought to the attention of the Committee the anti-
Zionist article by Kr. Van Ess anpearing in the current issue of ~sia. He said he
would try to secure the cooneretion of kiiss Pearl Bucl and others to have a pro-
Zionist article nublished in Asie.

Yontacts with Indians and Chinese
lr. Neumann suggested that it would be worthvhile for Zimniste to
secure the friendly cooperation of the Chinese end the Hindus. In connection with
the Hindus he emphasized that grest caution would have to be exercised lest the
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British in any way misconstrue our supnort of their cause.

Dr. Goldmann said that the Chinese renresentatives in Geneva had been
eansistent friends of the Jewish lational Home. The Chinese were a nowverful moral
force, vhose friendshin and cooneration it would be well to secure. He agreed too,
that it would be well to nroceed with the utmost discretion in any negotiations
with the Hindus.

JEWISH ARMY COMMITTED

Dr. Ooldmann renorted that, according to a previous decision, the matter
of reopening negotiations with the Jewish Army Commifkee had been discussed with
Dr. VWeizmann. Dr. Weizmann had expressed the opinion view of the fact that
ghe influence of the Jewish Army Committee was daily growing stronger and that
their activities vere causing confusion in the minds of our friends, if a way
could be found, without sacrificing principles, to coje to an understanding with
them, it should be done. Dr. Ooldmann seid that he would be prepared to have a
preliminary talk with Mr. Strelsin of the Jevish Ardy Committee if he had the
supnort of the Zmergency Cammittee. He seid that if we did not come to some
mutual understending, we would find many disciplined Zionists falling into the
hends of the Revisionists. If, he said, the Jewish Army Committee would undertake
to remove all members of the Irgun from positions of responsibility on its
Zxecutive Committee, and agree to an Executive Director approved by us,he thought
a way could be found for cooneration and strongly urged that this be donea

: Dr. Silver said . that purely on the merits of the case ,
he would also urge that in the interests of American Zionism a way be found to
cooperate with the Jewish Army Committee, which, if alloved to conkinue, would
have serious effects on the American Zigpist movement.

Mr. Wertheim noihted out that/we were active and streng enough ourselves,
we would not need to coonerate or comnromise with the Jewish Arny Committeej if
we were to do it because of our weakness in the matter of the Army it would be
dangerous.

Mrs. Pool and Mrs. Rosensohn also objected to the reopening of any
negotiations with the Army Committee.

By. a majjority of one it was voted not to reopen negotiations with
the Jewvish Army Committee.

Mrs. Rosensohn suggested that the matter was too vitel to be decided

by the Office Committee and recommended that it be referred to a full meeting of
the Emergency Committee. It was so jgreed.

MIZRACHL

The question of an additional representative of Mizrachi to the
Office Committee was referred to & full meeting of the fmergency Vommittee.




May 5, 1942.

A meeting of the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs was
held.on Tuesday evening, May 5, 1942.

PRESENTs Judge Levinthal, presiding; Messrs. Oruso, Goldstein, P.L. Goldman,
-Furmansky, Rabbi Levinthal, Linsky, Rothenberg, Segal, WVertheim;
Mesdames Benjamin, Gottesman, Feder, Jacobs, Pool, Shulman,

Kr. Itzkowitz.

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal, Judge Rosenblatt.
Miss Leibel, Mr. Isreeli, Judge Rosenblatt.

EEPORT OF DR. GOLDMAINN
Dr. Goldmenn renorted, on behslf of the Office Committee, as fodlows!

1. He reported on information received with reference to the visit to
England of the High Commissioner.

2. Two boabs with Roumanian refugees had landed in Turkey. One of the
boabs with 18 passengers on board was now en route to Palestine. Certificates
had been granted them with the consent of the CGovermnment. It was believed that
this change in the policy of the Colonial Office and the Palestine Administra-
tion was a result of the nressure exercised in the case of the "Struma". In
that connection Dr. Weizmann had formally and emphatically conveyed to the
new Colonial Secretary his opinion of the unfitness of the High Commissioner for
his post.

5. Dr. Weizmann and Mr. Ben-Ourion had both reported various interviews
held in Washington on behalf of the Jewish giilitary force. Field Marshall Sir
John Ddll had been seen and had shown a positive attitude. Lord Cranborne, the
New Oolonial Secretery, end Mr. Casey, who had been put in charge of Near East
affairs, might both be regarded as unorejudiced in our affairs and there was s
some hope that they might be more helpful than their oredecessors in the matter
of the Jewish Army.

BEPORT BY MR. NEUMANN

Mr. Heumann supplemented Dr. Coldmann's report as follows:

1l. Dr. Weizmann had discussed the matter of the Army with the Under-
Secretary of State. The letter had indicated that the matter was complicated
in the eyes of the military suthorities by the fact that the multiplicity of
national units in the Middle Eest was at times a source of difficulty. A
senior official in the State Department, on the other hand, expressed confidence
that the matter of the J awiaﬁmFmWs getting somewhere," though he offered
no specific information.

2. Senator Edwin Johnson had made a speech on the floor of the Senate at
the instanceof the Jewish Army Committee. He had previously promised to speak
on the matter of the "Struma" from the Senate floor but had been advised by "
officiel quarters to refrain from so doing in the present rather ambai:EIEU""
state of relations with the British. Mr. Neumann added that, in genefal, it was
difficult to define with any clarity the attitude of official circles in
Washington, since the attitude of various individuals in the government were
often conflicting on our matters.
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3. Dr. Veizmenn had seen Lord Halifax, Br. Donald Helson, Mr. Winant,
Mr. Vallace and Ambassador Litvinoff.

4, American Palestine Committee Dinner:t
Plans for the dinner on May 26th were proceeding. Senator Wagner is to
. preside and the main address of the evening is to be delivered by Dr. Weizmann.
Thirty minutes of radio time had been arranged for, ten minutes of which would be
taken by special broadcaste from London.

5. Rabbis Milton Steinberg and Philip Bernstein were continuing to do
effective work among the Christian clergy, including the formation of a committee.
Mr. Neumasnn suggested that something along the same lines might be done in organ-
izing academicians sympathetic to Zionism.

A

6. Dr. Lowdermilk is to prepare an authoritative study on Palestine, and
Professor Harlow is to prepare a volume addressed o the Christian world present-
ing the Zionist picture from that point of view.

In this connection Judge Levinthal ennounced that the ZOA was planning
to publish a collection of Justice Brandeis's pamphlets and speeches on Zionism,
the introduction of which wbuld be written by Justice Frankfurter.

Judge Rothenberg provosed that the time was ripe for a publication on
"The Zionist Case" ghich should be prepared by some outstanding historiam. The
public relations committee is to consider this suggestion.

MIZRACHL

My, Lourie reported oh correspondence with the Mizrachi requesting two
members on the Office Committee.

After discussion it was agreed on the propossl of Mr. Wertheim that in
order to meet the Mizrachi request, the category of members at large on the Office
Uommittee be eliminated altogether, and it was resolved to amend Article VI
Section 1 to read:

ARTIOLE VI, Section 13 " OFFICE COMMITTET .
Between meetings of the full Committee, the business of the
Committee shall be conducted by an Office Committee to be
elected by the Committee and to be comnosed as followsi
three members representing the Zionist Organization of Americas
three members representing Hadassah, the VWomen's Zionist
Organization of America; two members representing Poale Zionj
and two members representing Mizrachi. The representatives of
the four organizetions which shall compose the Uffice Committee
shall be designated by the respective grouns (a)(b) (e) (d)
from among the members of the Coumittee. In addition to the
ten thus designated, the following shall also be members of
the Office Committee, to wit, the Chairman and Treasurer of the
Committee. The Office Committee shall elect its own Chairman
and such other officers as it may see fit."

Several of those nresent asked to have it recorded that in their view
the procedure adonted by the llisrachi to gain their point was an undesirable one,
but that in the interests of unity they were willing to grant them their request.

QONFZRZIOE DEOLARATION

A draft of the resolution to be presented to the Conference was read and
discussed. Various euggestionswere made, and it was decided that a sub-committee
redraft the resolution in accordance with the sense of the recommendations and

proposals. A.Lourle.

i




AMERICAN PALISTINE TRADIJG CORF.
1140 BROADVAY, NT\. YORK
May 13, 1942.

Dr. Chaim V'eizmann

President, Vorld Zionist Organization
Hotel St. Regis

New York, N.I.

Dr. Dr. Veizmann:

I respectfully beg to submit the following data pertaining to AMPAL-AMNERICAN
PALZSTINT TRADIIG Corporstion, its' objects, activities and achievements:

In order to avoid cheaos and misrepresentetions in the sale of Palestinian
securities in this country, narticularly in the solicitation of investments,
and to nrevent competing activities among the usual circles of Zionists and
friends, and with a view to establishing a market for sound Pelestine securi-
ties in the United States, it was decided in Palestine in December 1941 to
establish an American investment corporation, the main objects of which would,
inter alia, be to issue and sell its' own stock and Ponds in U.S. Dollars,and
to co-ordinate and centrelize the handling of exports from the U.3.8. to
Palestine, and, after the wer, to act as the underwriters for Palestinian
undertakings in the financial market in the United States.

The capitel raised through sele of shares and bonds in the Uas8.A. would be
either invested in securities of, or loaned to Palestinian Public institutions
controlled by the Jewish Agency and/or the Histadruth. In view of the fact
that Palestine is in the Sterling area, it was decided that, for the duration,
Ampal would invest ite funds in various Falestinian projects only through
the fund-raising agencies in the U.5.A., in order to ensure repayment in
Dollars. For examnle, the main two sources of investment for Ampal would be
the Keren Kayemeth for new landspurchases, water suoply, etc., and tha Keren
Hayesod, Oewerkshaften etc., for other purnoses. Thus, of the funds already
raised by this corporation, ¢50,000 was loaned to the JIIF against their
notes, and similar loan to Mekorot is under negotiation.

It is believed, thet if an American corporation engaging in investment and
trading activities, will become a nermenent factor in the U.S.A., large
amounts of canital will be attrescted. 4leo, by centralizing and coordinating
the Palestine nurchases in this country, this cormorstion will eventually be
in a nosition to obtein credit, nerticularly in commodities, vhich will be so
urgently required after the war for our vork in Palestine. It is obvious that
the United ~tates vill be the only availeble source of sunply for machinery,
eouinment, reaw meterial etc. for Paleestine, end it should be borne in mind,
that most credits extended by U.5. Governmental agencies, such as the R.F.C.,
Exnort-Imsort Benk end others, to foreign countries nrior to the Lend-Leese
Act, were handled by similar Treding Yormorrtions. For instence, credits to
China wers handled by the #smerica-Chine Trading corporation, to Fidand by the
American Finnish Trading Co., and to hussia by amtorg.

The founders of this Uorvoration believe thet it will be much easier to obtain
credits, both in cash and commodities, in this country, through such a

Trading Uormoration, rather than through charitable fund-raising orgenizations,
for the followving reasonst
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(1) Yo Americen Bank or Insurance Co., or any busiress house for
that matter, will ever extend credit to a charitable organization,

(8) If a loan is floated by either the Keren llayemeth or the heren
Hayesod, who are beneficiaries of the U.J...., objection would undoubtedly
be raised by the other beneficiaries of the U.ZF.A.

(8) In the event of a lerge loan already being floated, the Bonds
must usually be of large donominations, this nrecluding small investors from
narticiparing.

(4) any losn must, per force, have a time limit, and the organization
floating it cannot go on indefinitely soliciting investments.

If such a loen is floated by an investment cormoration, whose nermanent task it
is to solicit investments, no objections could be raised by any fund-raising
agency, sheres of small denominations are offered in any amount, thus attract-
ing large numbers of small investors, there is no time limit to its activities
end there are a number of additional adventiges in handling comuercial orders
from Palestine.

In order to make nossible the attainment of the aforementioned objects, it
would be necessary to make this the Zionist Investment and iradimg Cormoration.
The establishment of this corporation was decided uion in Palestine in LUegember
1941, end if it were not for trevelling difficulties, ¥r. #rthur bunpin was
scheduled to go to the United Jtetes for this purpose. The corvoration was
registers=d under the Stock VYormoration Lavs of the Ptrte of liev Jork on
February 6, 1942, and since the reristration, we have sold in three cities over
¥100,000 worth of stock end there is no doubt, thszt if our activities will be
helned by the Zionist novement, we may exnect to raise considerable funds for
financing our work in 4retz Israel.

\'e enclose a concise nrosnectus of this cornorstion stating its objects and
aims. The folloving were nominated in Palestine and now serve as the DPoard
of Directors:

Dr. albert K. Enstein, Chicago Il1l - President

Zdmund I. Xaufmenn , Weshington,D.C.- Chairman of Board
Chas. Brown Los Angeles, Gal. Vice-President

Louis begal llew York Vity,u.X. " "

Dr. Herman Seidel Baltimore, lid. Vice-Chairman
abraham Dickenstein New York Secretary-Treasurer.
Benjamin R. Harris Chicago, I11. Director

Isaac Hamlin New York o

We shall be very grateful to you if you will please give this matter your
resteemed attention and bring it before the Zionist movement in america.

Alvays at your services to furnish any additional information, ve remain.

deer Dr. l.eizmenn,
Respectfully yours,

(Signed) A. Dickenstein
Secretary.




At the request of Dr., Teizmonn I attach copy of o letter to
from .ir. Dicltenstein. In his note to me Dr. Telizinnn stntes!

"I believe that it would be of great vnlue if the Znerzency
Comnittee ond tie two fund=rnising institutions would take
note of the contents of this letter snd coopernte with
4r. Dicltenstein, He has made » modest beginning, but I on
agssured that with the help of the Z0A this thing can grow
to considersble dimensions, If, in Enzlond, we hove suc—
ceeded in obtaining investments in land through the incorpora—
tion between private interests and the JUF, it would probably
be possible to do it liere on a much larger scale. I cen not
help pointing out that the time for purchasing large trocts
of lend is now; later on prices will probably soar to great
heights,"

& -
dhe Lin
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COTI DENTIAL

UIJUTES OF OFTICE Cﬂu'ITTE LETTING
MG.AIT EICICIICY COMIITTES FO0R ZIOUIST AFFAIRS

Tednesday, llay 13, 1942,

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergenc& Comnittee for Zionist
Affairs was held on Tednesday, liay 13, 1942, at 4130 P, li. at 41 Zast 42nd Street,
Wew York, .

PRESENT: Juﬁga Levinthal, pfasiding:_ ur. Bubliclz, aT- Gellna n. lire Greenberg,
Dr, Goldstein, lirs, Jacobs, lir, Lipskyr, iirs. Pool, lirs, Rosensohn,
liry Szold, lir, Tertheim, Dr. Vise.

Dr, Weigmann, lir, Ben=Gurion, Dr. Goldnenn.

lir, Lourie, ir, leumann, iir, Teisgal,

DR, TZI1ZAINMS REPORT:

Dr. 7eizmann reported on an interview with Anbassedor Litvinoff who
had shown a warm and apoerently sympathetic interest in our problems. Dr.
Weizmenn had slso had an encouraging interview with lir,1i, In addition,
ilrs Weumann had arranged for Dr. Weizmann to see Senestor Tesner and three or
four other senators. Senator Tagner had requested a nemorandum on some of

the matters raised and this was being prepered. Dr. Teizmann also saw Field
uarshall Dill,

Dr., Ueizmann recommended that some of the papers read at the
Extranrdinary Conference be puhliahad in pamphlat form, especially those of
lir, Ben=Curion, llr, Dickenstein, lir, A, X, Zpstein and Dr. Silver,

Dr, 7eizmann went on to say that a zood deal of our energies had been
focused on the Jewish Army question, and rightly so, but he did want to
bring to the attention of the Committee also another matter of inportance.
There are to=day 600,000 dunems of lend availatle for sale in Palestine,
Acquisition of this land would be of very great value = ultinmately also from
the political point of view, and a campalgn should be orgenized to that end.
Dr. Teizmann referred to a scheme involving private investment which had been
introduced with great success in England., Dr. eizmann reported that this
scheme nizht not be sultable for dmerican conditions but the l'ational Mund here
would no doubt gzlve it full consideration.

Dr, Goldstein stated that lie had presented the matter to the
Conference and was sure that if Dr, Telzmann would assist him and that if the
Inergency, Comnittee would lend its official sponsorship to the project, a
great deal of money could be raised for the purchase of the large areas now
available,.

i =GURI O

lire Ben=Gurion reported on various items of information he had
recently received from Palestine:

1, The idea of an Arab Federation continues to meet with the strong opposition
of the French in Syria, and emongz the Arsbs themselves there are great
divergencies of view. TFor the time being accordingly, further progress in




that direction on the part of protagzonists of the Federation idea among mermbers
of the Palestine administration has been deferred.

2. The Palestine adninistration continues to pursue a policy of seeking to
come to terms with the Arab extremists, They are considering a plen to create
an Arab Agency to parallel the Jewish Agency. 1t vwas believed that the High
Commissioner may have zone to London to discuss this plan with the Colonial
Office.

5« The shortaze of labor in Palestine is becoming more and more acute. On

the other hand further demands are being made by the British for nan~power in
connection with the war, Palestine Jewry has provided technicians for Syria,lraq,
Iran and Eritrea. At such a time, the continued intermment of the "Darien"
passengers in Athlit remnins a serious protlem,

4, Jewish liilitary Force:  lLir, Ben—=Gurion sald he felt it his duty to point

out again the urgency of effective political action in this country in connection
with the Jewish armmy matter, The feeling in Palestine is that the dsnger is
coning nearer, Wille it is not in our power to remove the danger, nor will an
additional 30,000 soldiers be decisive in the wer, they moy be decisive in e
iiiddle Tast battle. And such a battle nay be decisive for the wvhole future of
Palestine, e said he was convinced that zppropriate political action on the
part of Jews and Zionistes in America could bring a change in attitude on the
part of the British on the question of the Jewish amy., Thousands of Jews,
mobilized in time in Palestine, could, perhops, save Palestine. It was the

zero hour, and in lir, Ben—=Gurion's opinion this natter constituted the most
important task confronting American Zionizm today. Iloreover, if orgenized
Zionists do not start to work in a responsible and effective way, the activities
of the Jewish Ammy Committee would not only strengthen that body at the expense
of the Zionist orgenizations, but would only do harn to the cause. The Zionists
here must make their voices heard in the press, in the Senate snd elsewhere.
There was agein an opportunity in that nen like Casey and Auchinleck, now

at the heed of affairs in the Liddle Zast, were not prejudiced against the
proposal, and he believed that effective nction mizht still be talten.

Voval Units: lir. Ben~Gurion reported that the British Vavy had requested
the Jewish Agency for 1,000, men for a naval unit to susrd the Suez Canal. The
request had been made despite the opposition of the Palestine Administration,
The Adninistretion did, however, succeed in introducing here, too, the principle
of parity as between Jews and Arabs, though in this case it had no practical
neaning. It had been arrenged that:

Jews will serve in Jewish naval units, ,
There will be Jewish officers and non=comnissioned officers.
They 7ill be sent to the Far Zast only if they consent,
Their pey end femily sllowences are to be on the same scale
as the British receive (1.e, unlite the Amy arrangements).

ITH NON-ZIONISTS

Judge Levinthol said he had the impression that iir, Terthein believed
e were stalling in our nesotiations with the non=Zionists, It was pointed out
that there was no justification for such o feelinz on the part of iir. Tertheinm,
inasmuch as it was three months after the neeting on Decenber 19th before he
comrunicated with us, nor had any written propossls been received on behalf of
the Anerican Jewish Conniittee for consideration by the Zionists,
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Dr. Teizmenn said he would be glad to cooperate in any woy with the
Gumnittea in these negutiatinns, but he did not consider it wise to carry on
private conversations. iirs. Pool urged that we formulate the progran vhich we
went them to agccept, rather then have them formulate e progran.

Dr. Goldmann emphasized the fact that in ~11 the conversations no
commitnents had been made end no formal memorandum drafted.

ilre Ben—=Curion said it was a matter which could not, in sny case, be
haatll; concluded, but thot it was important there should be clarity and agree-
nent on our part as to vhat we wanted. e reported that he had been invited
to address the Jewish Lebor Committee nnd had esccepted the invitation.

lirs, Pool suggested that the resolution passed at the Conference
might be used as the Zionist formula and that it be sent to lir, Wertheim as
reflectirz our progran,

iire Szold ﬂuguestad that o coverinz letter bde prepared to go with
the raqoluticn and that lir, Tertheim be informed that such a letter was being
vritten, At a meeting of the sub=committee the letter should be presented by
Dr. Teizmann., Lir. Szold said he believed that » more effective method than
sending the letter "eold",

This suggestion was unanimously accepted, and lir. Lipsky was ssked
to draft the letter,

lirs, Pool requested that 8he should be included on the sub~comittee.

On the question of so=called "political nationalism" on which the
non=Zionists were placing great emphasis, the point was made that vhat the
American Jewish Committee really wanted was the dissolution of the Vorld Jewish
Congress., Various menbers present expressed the view that this vwes not a natter
which the Emergency Committee representatives could or should consider,

VIZAINS FOR PAIDSTINE

ilra, Pool brought up the question of supplying vitamin B for the
children of Palestine, since it had been brought to her attention that there were
a number of cases of pellazra and beri=berl due to improper nutrition as a result
of the war.

Dr, Veiznann pointed out that the vitanin complex necessary to
combat pellegre was nade fron yeast, of which Palestine had o large quantity.
The Sieff Institute was in a position to nmanufacture the necessary vitemins on
an adequate scale and it seened obviouslr better to have this done in Palestine
than to obtaln the vitamins here and then ship them there.

FOLLOV UP OF CONFIZENCI: Appointment of sub~commitiees

iir, Szold sugzested that the chairmen of the Office Cormittee De
authorized to appolnt a sub=committee to follow up the matter of an American Zonist
Federation which had been brought up at the Conference. This was agreed.
He further recommended the appointnent of a sub~comnittee on the natter of a
single Zionist publication to represent all parties. This was agreed.

At the suzgestion of lirs Szold it was also decided to appoint a sub—
connittee to explore the vuaaibilitiaa of arrenzing for o small mworking OConference
of Zionists from different parts of the country.




It was agreed that the tressurer be suthorized to exercise jurisdic=—
tion in regard to expenditures on routine office matters, such as salary
adjustments, employment of stenographic staff, ete.

Sunh'authnrizatiun vas granted, with the proviso that no single
item exceed $200,00,

B00E BY PROFESSOR HARLOT

The tressurer was authorized to spend up to $500,00 in connection
with a book to be written by Professor Harlow of Smith College presenting the
Zionist program from the point of view of o Christien. In this connection it
was agreed that there should be a sub=comnittee of the Office Comnittee on
publications,

ARAB~JETISE RELATIONS

~ Hrs. Pool resd portions of a2 letter which wans being sent by Hadasseh
to the Office Committee with reference to the natter of the Arab~Jewish Relations
Comnittee,

It was agreed this should be talzen up at the next meeting.

CONFERENCE REPORT

lirs, Pool proposed that a single issue of the Hadassah llewsletter,
the 'ew Palestine and the Jewish Frontier be devoted to p comnon report on the

Conference and to be 1lesued jointly. Eer proposel was warnly received, but the
practical difficulties, such as printers' contracts, etc. seemed to be in—
surnountable and no action was taken.

A.L,
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CONFIDIITI

: MINUTES OF OFFICL OCLUITTIE |EETING
T TITTEE TOR ZIONIST

Tednesdayr, liay 20, 1942,

A neeting of the Office Committee of the Eﬁerﬁancf Comnittee for
Zionist Affairs was held on Tednesdny, ..2y 20, at 4:30 P. I,

PROSIIT: Judge Levinthsl, presiding; ilesdanes Ipstein, Jﬂcoba, Pool;
lir, Gellman, Dr. Ooldstein, Mr. Greenberg, Mr. Vertheim, Dr. Vise.

Dr. Goldmann, ir., Lourie, lir. ilounann, i.r, Teisgal.
GOTIATIONS TITH NOW-ZIONISTS

The draft of a letter to iir. llaurice ertheim, in sccordance with
the decision of the pravious neetinz, was presented.

The letter included the Resolution passed at the recent Conference
as an appendix, and a quotation from a speech of Dr., Goldnamm's at the Conference,
There was considercble discussion on the inclusion of this quotation, Iilrs. Jacobs
believed that it was inadvisable to include Dr. Goldmann!s statement as though it
were the authoritative definition and formulation of the Zionist position.

It was finally agreed to incorporate the Conference Rwesolution in the
body of the letter and alsc the quotetion fron Dr. Goldmann's speech. As far as
the latter was concernsd, endorsement by the Committee should be linited to the
phrase "no dissent fron this statenent was expressed at the confercnce", It was
decided further that the letter should not be prescnted at the mee ting but sent to
the non=Zionists in advence as this was likelv to facilitate discussion,

FIDANCIAL 3EPORT OF THEE CONFIRTICE

lr. Lourie reported that the expenses for the Conference were within
a few dollars of the apount budgeted for.

Jr., Wise expI esgsed to ir. Teiszel the Committee's deep appreciation
for his nanagement of the Conference.

IEU AT S IEPCRT

1, ilre I'eumann reported on plens for the cdimne:r of the American Panlestine Committee
as followa:

8, Twvo to three lmndred acceptances had nlready been received,
b, It had been arrenged that representatives of various forei'n governments b
should zive brief :reetings.
c. Senators Tagner and ilcFary were to be present. BS8ir lloman Angell
was invited to speal: and the nain sddress of the eovening would be
delivered br Dr, Veiznenn,
de Radio addresses by Lord Tedawood, Arthur Greenwood and Pierre Cot
had been arrrnzed,

2, In a tallk vith a senior official of the State Departuent, lir, eumann had
learned thnt there was a possibility thrt an Americen Commission would bs sent to




( Inergency Comnittee)
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e llear Zast sone tine in the fall,

3s The University of Chicogo is to conduct ~ seninar on 'ear Dast Affairs,

financed by the Harris llemorisl Toundation, Four lecturewrsand 25 —uest experts
are scheduled to sperlt. Tie lecturers include Professor Gibdb of Ingland, well
known as a pro=Arab; lr, liacliurrsy, former United Stantes Ambassador to Turkey,

Professor Quincy Wright and !lr. iiclcoln lacdonald.

1t was agreed that efforts be nade to have the Zionist point of view represented
at the seninar,.

4, Publication of Professor Zoward's bool on tle Zing~Crane Commission night be
expected shortly,

5, In p tpllkk with the new head of the llear Esast Division of the Office of the
Coordinator of Information, iir. I'eumann hod discussed the possibility of arrenging
for broadcasts to Palestine to be made in Eebrew. There was sone hope that this
trould be done.

6, lir, lleumann again recommended that it would be timely to undertale the publica~
tion of a survey and report on Palestine to be sponsored possibly by a sroup of dis—
tinguished Anericens, periasps the American Prlestine Committee., It was spgsested
that before naking plans for this, the matter be discussed with Dr. Berkson, who is
about to underteke a Palestine researci: nroject finenced by the EZsco Fund.

Lr, Jeumonn end o +s S70ld mere suthorized to engnse on assistant to
Hr, Neumann, to replace lir. Petegorsicy.

COUIT OF HONOR

It was decided to request Judze Rosenblatt, lir. leiditch, anﬂ
Dr. Bluman*’eld 1:--:- constitute themselves a Court of Zonor in the cnse of ..r. Thursz
and ire Subotnilz,
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OONFIDENTIAL

MI OF OFFICE CQLMITTEE LEETIX
ELEIGENCY COLLITTEE FOR ZIONIST AIRS

Jednesday, May 27, 1942,

A meeting of the Office Comnittee of the Emergency Comnittee for
Zionist Affairs was held on Wednesday, liay 27, at 41 East 42nd Street.

PRESENT: Judge Levinthal (presiding); lir. Gellman, Mr. Greenberg, lirs, Jacobs,
liiss Leibel, llr. Lipsky, lirs. Rosensohn, MUr. Szold, ilr, Wertheim;

Dr. Goldmann, }Mr, Lourie, iir. lieumann, lir. Teisgzal.

NZGOTIATIONS WITH NON-ZIONISTS

. Lir, Weisgal reported that he had shown lr, Vertheim tho
letter ( including the conference cdeclaration) which the Emergency Committee had
decided to send to the Hon-Zionist Sub~committee as a basis for discussion at the
next meeting., kr., Wertheim had doubted the advisability of the letter, and had
submitted a formula defining Jewish nationalisn,

Kr. Welsgal rend to the Office Committee the draft of a statement
submitted by lir. Vertheim for accepteance., There was considerable discussion on
the statement. LUr. Gellman said that any effort to define Jewlsh nationnllism was
likely to produce more conflicts than pesce. Zionists and non-Zionists should
find common ground on work for Palestine without seeking agreement on ideolozical
definitions, lir. Greenberg said that he would hesitate to define what Jewish
nationalism is but that we could say what it is not., He perscnnlly would be
ashnmed to mzke a statement of loyalty to the United States of the kind envisaged
by the non—~Zionists, vhich in itself conveyed suspicion that that loyalty was being
impugned., He suggested that it be stated that we are prepared to accept the spirit
of their formula subject to agreement on the Pelestine program,

Mrs. Rosensohn agreed with lir. Greenberg's point with regard to a
statement of loyalty to the United States. Dealing with srnother point made, however,
she thought that it was necessary to let the non=Zionists have something in
writing, Dr. Goldmann was of the opinion that from the beginning of the discussion
at the next meeting with the non=Zionists it should be insisted that they deal with
the Palestine program, as he believed thet they were very far from agreement with
ug on that and that it was desirable to clarify the position at this stage, Agree-
ment should rest on a program of action, and not of definitions. Judge Levinthal
agreed that this might be desirable but he doubted whether it would be sufficient
for the purposes of agreement with the non~Zionists to omit reference to that point
which was troubling them most.

Mrs., Jacobs agreed that it would ordinarily be bad taste for en
dmerican to emphasize his loyalty to the United States in the way proposed, but
she thought that the implicetions of Zionism sre such that some consideration must
be given to the views of non-Zionists in this regard.

Mrs, Rosensohn asked to have recorded the strong exception taken
by Hirs. Pool and others to the calling together of the meeting of the Zionist=-
non=Zionist negotiating committee on a Friday evening.

liry Szold said that he believed that there had been soiie progress
as a result of the negotiations., If the formula prepared by the non~Zionists had
been riven to him "ecold", his reaction, too, would have been to regard it as a
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bar to agreement, but the formula had to be viewed in the light of the history of
these Aiscussions. He would like to make a practical suggestion. He thought
that a talk between F end R might offer 2 way out. It should be possible to
convince R that a statement in the present form was not desirable., Llir. Szold
thought that the nszotiations hed shown that there were no fundamental obstacles
to agreement with the non=Zionists, though the existing formulation might not be
satisfactory.

It was finally agreed that a letter be sent to lir. Tertheim stating
that the draft sulmitted by him indicates that the two bodies are in substantial
agreement, although the formulation still called for careful consideration; that
Friday's meeting of the sub~committee should proceed to a consideration of the
Palestine part of the programm and that after sn egreement in principle shall have
been reached, the formulation of the program as a whole be sulmitted to a committees
of two.

REPORT Ol AUFRICAN PALESTIIE CORPORATION (AMPAL)

At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. Dickenstein of Ampal reported
on the activities of the corporation. A memorsndum submitted by Mr, Dickenstein
to Dr. Veizmann had been previously circulated to the members of the Committee,
Mr, Dickenstein amplified the points made in this memorandum and urged the
importance of creating an investment body which would attract private capital
to Palestine on a large scale, He urged that this would Pe a menns of providing a
part of the very large funds which would be requlired in order to effect Jewish
mass immigration and settlement after the war.

Mr, Dickenstein also emphasized that a trading corporation such as
Ampel would be able to attract funds for Palestine while avoiding the difficulties
which might arise with the U.J.A. in the case of a philanthropic organization. BEe
pointed out finally that Ampal would work through the existing institutions and
that in addition to functioning as a trading concern it would act as a brokerage
house for such bodies as the Pzlestine Electric, the Jewish National Fund, FEC,
etc. It was suggested that a sub—~committee be appointed to pursue further the
matter of support for Ampal, but no action was taken.

1t was agreed thet there be a further meeting of the Committee on
Friday, lley 29th, at 3:30 P, li, for & report on the dinner of the American
Palestine Committee and to deal with other political matters.




May 28, 1942.

Mr. Maurice Wertheim, Co-Chairman

Zionist and non-Zionist Negotiating Committee
33 East 70th Street

New York, N.Y.

My dear Mr. Wertheim:

At a meeting of the American Emergency Committee for Zionist
Affairs held yesterdasy afternoon, at which representatives of
all the parties within the Zionist movement composing the
Emergency Committee were present, the draft resolution which
you handed to the writer on Tuesday, May 26th, was submitted
for consideration.

1t was the unanimous opinion of the Emergency Committee that
the draft of the resolution as submitted by you indicates that
in essense we are in substantial ‘agreement and I was authorized
to inform you accordingly. The committee felt, however, that
the precise formulation of our common views and the manner
thereof require further careful consideration.

The Emergency Committee therefore proposes that at the next
meeting of our Sub-Committee on Friday, May 29th, we proceed
to a consideration of the Palestine part of the program and
that after an agreement in principle shall have been reached,
the formulation of the program as a whole be submitted to a
committee of two, representative of the best minds of both
groups. Following such & formulation, it is proposed that

the full membership of the Negotiating Committee meet for final
consideration and ratification.

The Emergency Committee is convinced that this procedure will
make for speedy progress in our negotiaetions for the achievement
of unity of action in Americen Jewry.

¥ith best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Secretary, Negotiating Committee




CONFIDENTIAL

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEETING
AUTRICAN EMSRGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZI1ONIST AFFAIRS

Fridey,llay 29,1942

A neeting of the Office Committee of the Emergen&r Committee for
Zionist Affairs was held on Friday, May 29, 1942, at 3:30 P. M.

FRESENT: Judge Levinthal, presiding; Mrs. Epstein, Mrs. Jacobs, Miss Loibelj;
liegssrs. Bublick, Greenberg, Kowalsky, Szold, Werthein, Dr, WVise;
Dr. Goldmann, Mr, Lourie, Mr, Neumann, llr. Weisgal.

ALERICAN PATEATINE COMUITTEE DINNER

Mr, Neumann reported on the Second 4dnnual Dinner held by the American
Palestine Committee on May 25th at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D.C., 1t was
generally felt that the function had been a very successful one. Some 440 persone
had attendod the dinner itself, including fiftecen or sixteon represcentatives of
different countrics, Excollent mossages were read by a number of those. Tho
message from the President was in the circumstances o very satisfactory onoc. &
rather colorless messago from lir. wWallace had nlso beoon reccived tut hnd not been
rend. Thers had alse bcon a message from Mr., Murrny of tho CIO, Tho gnthering
hed been well reported in tho American press, also in London.

ir, Szold reportod criticism which hrd reached him from How Doal eireclos
by reason of the pnrticipation of Congressman Fish., It wns pointod out that it
was not possiblo to excludc Mr. Fish. On the other hand he had beon given no
special prominence such as ho folt was his duc ne the sponsor of the Congreoss
resolution on the Nntion~l Heome 20 yenrs ago.

It was agrocd that a pamphlet reperting the spoechos and messagos at
the dinner should bc issued by the Committee. It was preposed that the Now
Palostine should bo subsidized to nn smount of cbout $400 to ennble it to publish
four additional pnges on the dinnor, but no nction was tekon on this. It was
suggested es o means of reducing the cost of the pemphlot thet the spceches might
be issued in midtigraphed form wwith a special printed covor.

PUBLICATION OF SFESCH BY P, EEN~GURION
AT EXTRAORDIVARY ZIONIST CQNFEREN

It wns agrced that the comprehensivo statament on the politicnl situntion
made by ir., Bon=Gurion at the Extrnordinary Zionist Conforgnec should bo issued in
pomphlet form,. I wos suggested that the type used by the New Frontier in ito
report of tho speeches might bo avanilable for this purposc,

CONFERENCE OF ANTI-ZIONIST RABBIS

It wns roportod thot decplte the efforts of Anbbi Helleor, the conforence
planned in Atlantic City by o zroup of anti~Zionist rnbbis was to tnke nlace.
Dr. Wise urged strongly that the Oonference bo ignorod dbut added that it was possiblc
that an orffort would be made to clamp a resultion of neutrality to Zionism on tha
Central Conforence of Americon Rabbis. It was agreed to issuc no statoment at
present but if neced arcse, to enll a meeting of the Officc Committoc at short
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notica to donl with ~ny nction thnt night bBe trken nt the conforcnce.

It wns reported that Rnbbis Bornstoln and Steinberg had obtained o
gstatonont fron gavanty.-'fivanﬁeru leading Christinn ninistors in support of Zionisn,
and 1t wns ngreed thnt nn effort be nade to get the "Times" to publish this stote-
nent in full, if possitle, on ednesdery of next week. To this end Judge Levinthal
should write a personnl letter to Ir, Sulzberger of the "Iimes!. A proposnl to
talze paid spoco was not accopted.

NEAR-ZASTERY INSTITUTE OF UNITERSITY OF GHICAGO

: lir. Nounann reported thnt the forthcoming cfnf.?;‘“ﬂcq:hc Institute is to
begin its sessions on June 25th, Anong the speakers were to be Professor Gibb
(a. Socinl chonges in the Near East; b, Future of Arab Nationolism); Count Sforze
(Testorn Powvers in the Near East): Dr. Salo Beron (Prospects for Peece in
Palestine) and Professor Quincoy Trizht, It wes not certein if Mr. Malcolm MecDon:.
yould be attending the Institute., OSome twenty—five experts vere to participate in
the discussions. A suvgzestion originally mede to the Institute from an outside
source that Dr, Weiznann be invited to tcke part had been turned dom. Mr., Neumann
had been informed, however, thet if the Institute were officially asked to—doy to
invite Dr. Teimmann to attend they might accede to such o request. Dr, Weizmenn.
hovever, was agninst sny such action. Avong the exzerts who will participate
will be Professor Jeffrics and Professor Westoruen of Columbin, It was agreed
that it be left to the office 1o decide vhether Rabbi Bernstein should be asked
to go to Chicazo in advandy ' It was also suggested that it might be desirable
to chonge the topic of Dr. Larpnts- lecture.

RETATIONS WITH EINDUS AND CHINESE

In response to lir. leunenn's sugsestion that a small Tund might be
helpful in cultivating closer relations with loading Hindus and Chinese, it was
suggested that this came within the power alrendr granted to ilr., Szold fo spend up
to $200. on individunl items of routine office cxpenditurs.

NEGOTIATIONS WITH NON-ZIONISTS

Ur., Teisgnl reed e lotter dated llay 26 which had bcen sent to !lr, VWertheit
expressing, subject to chnnges to be nade in form, agreement in essence with e
communication previously received from lir, Wertheim, but sugzesting that before
reformulntion the quostion of the Falestine program should be considered,

STATE{ENTS BY CONGRESSIEM RE ZIONISN

Mr. Yeumann refarred to a collection of stetements by Coungressmen on
Zionism vhich had been issued during the last ver. He suggested that it might be
useful to begin the collection of such statements now with 2 view to eventual
publication. It was ngreed that this should be considered 4t a later date.

TH ANNIVERSARY OF FOUR TECLARATION

1t vwns agreced that a statezment for publication should be issued soon
to the effect that tho Emergency Committee was planning e noteworthy celebration of
the anniversary. The proposel that a delegation should call
on the President on the occasion of the snniversary of the Congresdsional Resolutio:n
vas deened inadvisadle,
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TINANCIAL STATFI ENT

Mr, Szold circulated a copy of the auditor‘e.weport for 1941 and also
for the first three months of 1942, It was pointed out that the Funds were taking
up an attitude the affect of which was that their $100,000 appropriation was to
be made to cover a period of sixteen months frou September 1941 to tho end of
Docember 1942 instead of twelve months to Cctober 1942 as originally understood.
The Committce was expanding its work and at the present rate of expansion would
have exhausted its appropriation well before tho end of the year., There was sone
discuesion on the prozram of the Committee in rolation to its finances and it was
finally agreed that a finance committee to consist of the Treasurer, the hends
of the U. P, A,, the Keren Havesod, the Keren Kayemeth and one representative
from each of the orzanizations should be set up.

REPORTS TQ FULL COLLITTEE

1t was steted that the full comnmittee would be meeting with Dr,Weizmann
in the near future. 4part from this, the Secreteory was requested to prepare ropor.:
from tine to Lime on the work of the Office Committee for submission to the full
comuittes.

HEXT | EETLIIGS

1t wes azreed thot the next meeting of the O0ffice Comnittee take
place on Wednesday, June 3. at 3:30 P,l,, and a subsequent meeting on Friday
afternoon, June 5th.

Ar I.-I.




Vadnesday, June 3, 1942

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for
Zionist Affairs was held on Vednesday, June 3, 1942, at 3:30 P, 1l

PRESENT; Judge Levinthal, presiding; lirs, Jacobs, lliss Leibel; Mrs. Rosensohnj
Messrs. Bublick, Greemberg, Dre. Goldstein, Dr, Goldmann, lir. Ben-Gurionm,
Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Szold, Mr. Tertheim, Dr, Wise, lir. Lourie,
Yr, Noumann, lir. Teisgal.

POST..CONFZRENCE AOTION

¥r, Ben-Gurion said that it was desirable to follow up the Extra-
ordinary Conference in orders

1; To strengthen the Zionist movepent in this'mtry;
2+ To win American Jewry to the Zionist cause;
3¢ To win American public opinion.

Tor this, he believed that mass action of some kind was necessary and
recormended specifically that a campaign be set in motion to secure the
signatures of a million Jews to the main pointe of the Declaration adopted
at the Conference, He believed this would impress official circles in
Tashington and London with the stremgth of Zionist support in the United
States and would be a powerful political weapon.

There was considerable discussion on Mr, Ben.Gurion's proposal,

Mr, Lipsky made the point that the securing of a million signatures
endorsing the Conference resolution wae neither dramatic enough to arouse
the Zionists, nor meaningful in terms of an indication of support. He
proposed, alternatively, a plebiscite in vhich American Jewry wmould be ine-
vited to register its sentiment, pro or con the Zionist progsam. He believed
that if even a million of all the Jews in America were to reglster as Zionists,

the anti-Zionist press would point out that only 209 of American Jewry supported
210115.5151

Dr, Goldmann supported the idea of a nation-wide Zionist registration

but said that in order for such a campaign to be successful it had to be
dramatized,

Dr. Wise said he believed the time had come for such a demonstration
as ¥re. BenOurion proposed, It might be tied up with the 25th anniversary of
the Balfour Declaration, though it would be well to be ready sooner in view
of the possibility of another statement such as the Atlantic Charter by the
three great powers, It was to be hoped that there would be included in such
a new declaration specific reference to the Jewish peoples

Dr. Goldstein sugzested that the machinery for securing the ai@atui'oa
might be tied up with the membership campaigne of the various organizations.

Mr, Neumann pointed out that the real question involved was timing:
in other words, was this the moment to enter into a major undertaking of this
kind, or should we save such a mass declaration for a later date,
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lirse Rosensohn said that a great emotion had to Dbe behind any mass
movement and that nothing was worse tham to try to stimulate such emotion
artificially.

Dr, Tise replying said that "we were mnot coolting up anything, " and
referred to the horrors being perpetrated on the Jews in Rumania and Poland
as more than a justification for a reaction of the kind indicated in lirs Ben-
Gurion's proposal,

Mrs. Jacobs said that the method of petitions and declarations was oute
moded as a politically effective weapon and she queried ites efficacy.

Mr. Ben-Gurion in replying to the objections to his proposal saids

1, That Mr, Lipsky's idea of a plebiscite was unreal and might be harmful,
2, The dramatic atmosphere had to be provided by the Zionists themselves,
The explicit endorsement by a million Jews of the Conference resolution
wmould constitute a majority expression of Jewish opinion and would prove to
the British people that a majority of American Jews are in sympathy with
Zionist aims,

3, Ag to timeliness, there is no time to be losts Although he was convinced
that the United Nations would win the war, lr. Ben-Gurion said he lived in
a continuous nightmare that Palestine might be invaded. Palestine is not yet
safe and is not allowed to defend itself, This is one of the greatest injusti-
ces ever done to the Jewish people and it is perpetrated by those who claim
to be our friends, The immediate issue is the defense of Palestine,

It was decided to submit Mr, BenwGurion's suggestion to a submconmittee

to work out details and report back, The committee is composed of j}ire »
¥rs, Dpstein, Mr, Wertheim and Mr, Lipsky. lr, Neumann, lirs liontorx i

Weiszal who have a great deal of experience in organizing such work are to be
consul ted,

NEGOTIATIONS VITH NON.ZIONISTS

Mr, Weisgal reported on a meeting held on Friday evening Ha.y+ 29, at which
were present the members of the subecommittees, Dr., Teizmann and }Mr, Ben-Gurions

The letter addressed to lire TWertheim by the Emergency Committee with
reference to the implications of Zionism had been welcomed by lirs Vertheim and
the cther non-Zionist members of the negotiating committee, and the meeting
immediately proceeded to discuss the Palestine programe The question of natione
alism was not considered at all,

There had been an intei'gating discussion on the Palestine program and
after three or four hours, Mr, Wertheim had read a formula which he put forward
for acceptance by the Zionists,

This formla and a formula prepared by lirs Yeumann and Judge Levinthal
were then presented to the meeting for consideration.
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1r, leumann said that he wished to make clear that he did not consider
the formla as prepared by himself an acc t&blg?eﬁe had been asked to prepare
a formila on certain assumptions vhich might be acceptable to the non-Zionists
but could not constitute a Zionist formula.

lir, Lipsky pointed out that we would be bound by vhatever formla was
mitually agcepted and would have to act accordingly.

Yr, Teisgal suggested that a committee of two or three be appointed to
draft a letter similar to the previous one, saying that it seems to us that we
are sufficlently agreed on essentials to proceed; that it is, therefore, wise
to postpone the drafting of a precise formlation which may take many months,
but that sufficient common ground had been reached for lire Wertheim to present
the matter to his executive committee, vhich meets on June seventh,

Dr, Goldmann sald he was opposed to any further letter being sent,
They had construed the last letter as jndicating complete approval of their
programe. They do not agree to any statement vhich implies a Jewish Compons
wealth, a national home or Jewish control, thouzh they are ready to agree to
unrestricted Jewish irmigration and land purchase and colonlzations Dr. Golde
mann said that under these circumstances he could not conceive of any formla-
tion on Palestine vhich would be acceptable o us. Ee proposed specifically
that we tell lir. Tertheim that we cannot agree to any formila about Palestine
vhich does not include "Commonwealth" or "national home for the Jewish paapla;'b
that we might come to an agreement on immigration and colonization, but it must =
be made perfectly clear that we will carry on the fight for Jewish control and
for a Commpnwealth,

Dr, Tise warned against being rushed into any formilation, e said he
mould not delegate the power to formulate Zionism to any individual., There is
toop much at stalte to try to corme to a conclusion in 48 hours, Ue are dealing
with a great, human, political problem and cannot crystallize it hastily.
lir, Tertheim had had many hours of discussion with the Zioniste and certainly

had 2 basie for a report to his cormittee without a rigid formlation hastily
arrived at,

lir, Weumann said he thought that Dr. Tise bad rendered a service in
cauioning us not to act hastily under the pressure of their immending meeting
on Sunday., He believed we should conceive of the ultinate agreement not as a
joint formlation but as three separate sections: The Zionist program, the
non.Zionist progran and a program of common ground vhich might be interpreted
as supporting our demands, Their program mst be one vhich we can accept and
the mitual program mist be one of practical collaborations

Mre, Rosensohn sald she deplored the lack of matual confidence indicate
ed by the leaders of both sides. She agreed that we must not be rushed into

any formlation, but that nothing could be done vithout good will on both
sides,

Mr, Greenberg then reported a conversation he had had sith iir, Terthelm,
Mr, Tertheim himself agrees that Jewish control over immigration in Palestine
is necessary, but his committee is not prepared for such a suggestion. lir,
Greenbers read a draft vhich had been worked out with Yr., Tertheim,
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Mrs., Jacobs said that she thought we were losing sight of vhy we were
negotiating with the non-Zionistss She recalled that the purpose, as she had
understood it, was to arrive at a common program so that American Jewry could
appear as a united group before the Peace Conference to get the best possible j__,
settlement for Palestine, If this is so then ve must face the fact that any
program mitually agreeable becomes the program of all, othervise the purpose
of the unified program will be completely defeated.

The Chairman said that the purpose had been to find a common denominator
for practical action,

Mr, Lipsky agreed that we must not be rushed into anything. He empha-
gsized that any program agreed upon would bind us also during the war,

1ir, Ben-Ourion stated his conclusions as follows:

1, I an convinced that unity is possible if we want to have it,

2, There are nmany difficulties, some among them, some among ﬁa. There is
confusion amonz the Zionists and there are crosspurposess There are tvo
conditions necessary for agreement:

a. That we keep our general political objective clearly in nind: we must
know vhat ve want in this period of our history and we must know vhat
will help us to attain it, I believe that unity with the American
Jewish Conmittee may help us to attain our objectiye.

There mist be complete honesty in our negotiationss This means we mst
not only say vhat is true, but the hearer must understand precisely
vhat we mean. The letter vhich was sent to lire Tertheim is an example,,
Te meant to convey a certain impression, lr. Tertheim construed it to
mean complete agreement with his program, vhich ie not vhat we meant.

Te must keep in mind three principles:

Agreement mist not necessarily be 100% agreement, The eriterion we must
use is vhether the partial agreement is useful for our objective, ?

Then we do reach agreement, the formula mst be such that we can accept ——
it for ourselves, although it mist not necessarily be the whole Zionist—— 7
ProgTam,

3, Any agreement we do reach must contain political minimal points,

My advice is, not to hurry and not to break up the negotiations, ‘I'hér
should understand that we mean to try to come to an understanding with them,"

There was general agreement on . the points made by lir. Ben-Curion.

Mr, Teisgal proposed, in Dy, Teizmann's name, that lir, Ben-Gurion be
given plenipotentiary powers to discuss a program with lir, Terthein between
now and Sunday, The Smergency Committee will not be bound by any formula
vhich may be worked out, but lr, Tertheim is to be informed that lir. Benw
Gurion is officially charged with carrying on negotiations on behalf of the
Emergency Committee.
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lire BeneCurion said he would contimue his conversations with
lire Tertheinm in a private capacity and that the Zmergency Committee would
in no way be bound or cormitted, He said hé did not represent American
Zionists but the Torld Zionist Organization and that the Zionist Zxecutive

would have to ratify any formulation he =mizht arrive at in his »nrivate cone
versations with lir., Tertheim,.
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JIINUTES OF OFFICE COIITTRE }EETING
AVERICAN = ZRCZMCY COl5.LTTE® FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

Jednesday, June 10, 1942

A meeting of the 0ffice Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist
Affairs vas held on Tednesday, June 10, 1942, =t 3:00 P.l.

PRESENT: Dr. Wise presidings lrs. Jacobs, lirs. Pool, lirs. Rosenso'i;
Mr. Bublick, lr. Cruso, lr. Szold, Dr., Goldmann, lir. Heamunn,
lir. Lourie.

By Invitations lir. Schulson, lir. Shetzer.
il 8 W HON.Z STS

Dr. Goldmann summarized lr. Maurice Wertheim's report to Dr. Veizmann
of the meeting of the American Jewish Oommittee!s sub-committee dealing with
the matter of the negzotiations with the Zionists on Sunday, June 7th, as followsi

He had submitted the following material to thems the formulation about
nationalism and the diaspora, the program on Palestine as worked out with
¥r., BenwGurion (see mimites June 5) and the proposals vwhich he had made to Dr.
Veizmann about the Torld Jewish Congrese. All the proposals were accepted in
principle by a majority, but there was a "formidable opposition."

Suggestions had been nade at the meeting for changes in the wording of
the various formilae. These will be submitted to Judge Rosenman vho will draft
new formilae in accordance with the various suggestions. The meeting has also
decided (a) that the formula on nationalism should, vhen mutually agreed to, be
made public and (b) they could not definitely commit themselves on any formula
about Palestine without submitting it to the State Department to ascertain whether
it might be deemed embarrassing to the war effort of the United Nations.

lir. Tertheim was informed that approaching the State Department on mat.
ters concerning Palestine was tantamount to approaching the Colonial Office. He
was also told that the Torld Jewish Congress would not withdraw from the western
hemisphere, btut might consider changing its name and various other changes.

lir. Terthein is leaving for a four weeks holiday and has asked lir. Vald.
nan to keep us in touch with any developments in the negotiations and to send us
Judge Rosenman's draft vwhen it is completed.

Mr. Szold reported on a talk which he and lir. Greenberg had had with Mr,
Wertheim and several members of his committee on Friday, June 5. 1ir. Szold
reported to lir. Wertheim that, according to lir. Ben=Gurion, iir. TWertheim had
misinterpreted our letter of lay 25 to siznify much fuller agreement with their
formlation of the "statue of the Jewish people” than was actually the case.

Ur., Mertheim then narrowed the discussion down to the paracraph dealing with the
word "nationalism" and ™ational as used in Zionist literature, Mr. Tertheim
agreed that any protestation of the loyalty of American citizens to the United
States must be very carefully worded, As to the definition of the status of the
Jewish people, lr. Szold told lMr. Tertheim that we had taken no decision vhich
precluded the acceptance of an affirmative definition; but we certainly did not

consider "common heritage, religion and culture” as adequate to describe the tier
vihich bind the Jerish people together.
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%r. Szold mlso emphasized the fact that the negotiations seemed to be making
satisfactory progress and that the principal roason <y he and lir. Greenberg

had hastened to see ilr. Tertheim was to avoid any possible nisunderstanding on
his part as to the extent to vhich we agreed with the American Jerish Committee!s
formlation of the status of the Jevish people und the tiés vhich bind Jews
together. After some further discussion it was decided that Dr. Goldmann should
inforn iir. Wallach verbally that vwe are awaiting Judge Roscnman's formulation
for consideration.

2102TIST RIGISTRATION:

In the absence of Mrs. Zpstein who had presided over the sub.comnittee
vhich had net to discuss Mr. BenGurion's proposal for a national rollecall of
American Zionists based on the 3iltmore Conference Resolution, & telephoned
report from lirs. Epstein was read.

Ers. Bpstein stated that at the sub-comuittee of vhich she was designated
a merber, the committee had not approved the idea of conducting a campaign for
a nattonal registration. Instead, a suzzestion had been put forward by lr.
Teumann vhich met with the enthusiastic sunport of the sub-conmittee, which view
iirs, Ipstein shares.

This plan would call for an organized attempt to secure the signatures
of officers of all locnl Jeuish orzanizations throughout the country to a ehort.
ened statement tolen from the resolution passed at the EZxtraordinary Zionist
Conference. The vhole campaisn vould have to be worled out during the summer -
material, speakers to aporoach the individual groups, contact with natlonal
orgenizations to secure their cooperation, ete. 3aca organization would state
how many persons it represents.

The advantages of this plan mould be: a mch lower cost than a national
rezistration: the signatures would be much easier to gery this would provide an
opportunity for bringing before thousands of small organizations the political
platform of the Zionists.

Acceptance of the suggestion at this afternoonts meeting would not be
binding on the Hadassah representatives, nor on any of the others, as it would
be brouzht before the governing boards of the four constituent bodies before
final decision.

There was considerable discussion on the nmerits of this recommendation.
lirs. Rosensohn believed that if we apnroached organizations, a Hroportion of

~hose membershin was hostile to Zionism, we would mobilize am opposition to
ourselves.

lirs, Pool thousht we should postpone any registration until the negofiam
tions with the non=Zionists had been terminated, either successfully or une
successfully.

Ur. Oruso emphasized that the ranlk and file, as individuals, were often
7ith us, vhen the leadership of various organizations were against us. FHe would
therefore prefer to have individuals, rather than organizations, register,

¥rs. Jacobs nointed out that in a well disciplined organization, any
local chapter mould naturally turn for guidance to the national office. She
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, could mot see that ‘At WBs organizationally correct to turn to the local chapters.
rather thon to natunalparganizatinnu.

L]

Ur. Ueribein propesed that the vhole matter be turned over to the execut.-
1ve committees of the four organizations for their reactions,
This sagzestiofl vas accepted,

'LSE 1013 ‘

It vas decided %o postpone discussion of this question until the follovi.s

meeting.
JEVISE ARIY OOIZIITTEEs

Mre. Pool read a letter from the Los Angeles Chapter of Hadassah reporte
ing on the activities of the Jewish Army Conmittee in Hollywood and asking for
suidance,

Jir. Terthein informed the Committee that he was leaving for the Test
coast and it might be well to authorize him to convene a meeting of' the Zionists
there to discuss with them the official attitude of the Imergency Committee in
regard to the Jevwish Army Committee. It was agreed that the Test coast be in.
formed of ¥r. Tertheim's visit and that he be delegated to convene such a meeting.

WZAR EAST IUSTITUTE

¥r. eumann reported a letter from }ir. Tilson of Colonel Donovam's office
discussing the speakers at the llear Zast Conference of the University of Chicago
and explaining vhy Dr. Teizmann had not been invited and vhy lir. alcolm llacDonald
had,

After some discussion it was finally decided that Dr. Tise, as the chair.
nan of the Zmergency Committee, send a telegram to llr. Patchins, the president
of the University of Chicago, urging that Dr., Teizmann's name be included in the
progran to read a paper,

POST.TAR ALI'S ORGAITIZATIONS

Mr. ileumann reported that there were a murber of institutes dealing with
postemar aims and reconstruction and that it was important for us to keep informe
ed of their activities and, vherever possible, to have representatives at their
conferences and conventions,

Krs. Pool reported, in this comnection, that Hadassah had already started
to make contacts with various institutes dealing with postewar eims.

Mr. Neunann also reported that the services of iir. Schulson of the Z0A
office in Tashington had been lent to the Zmergency Committee for the suzmer
nonths,







COPY OF CABLE TO LORD EALIFAX

(Sent fron Chiecazc) June 20, 1942

IN VIEV OF THE PRESENT ZERGENCT Il THE MNIDDLE EAST I RESPECTFULLY
REITERATZ OUR ARDII'T TISE 70 TAKE A GREATZR PART IN TEE STRUGGLE AGAINST
THZ INVADING ARMIES AUD 70 PARTICIPATE !ORE DIRECTLY AND EFFEQOTIVELY IN
THE DZFINSE OF PALESTIIE, TEIS AS YOU IIOW CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVED BY THE
ORGAWIZATION OF A JEVISE :ILITARY FORCE OUT OF THE EXISTING UNITS AND
THBIR AUGIENTATION TEROUGH FURTHER ENLISTIENT IN PALESTINE TO FIGHT ULDZR
ITS QWY FLAG UWDZR ERITISE COIDZAND,

I TOULD LIXE TO SUBKIT THIS REQEST THROUGE YOU T0 THE PRIME MINISTER
VHOSE UISSION I TRUST TILL BE EMINENTLY SUCCESSFUL AND VED AS A RESULT OF
TEE LONG DISCUSSIONS Ol THZ SUBJECT IS FAIILIAR TITH ZVERY ASPECT OF THS
PLAY., }NORE THAXN EVIR I AM COIVIIICED IOV IS TEE TIME T0 IIPLRENT THE
PROMISE MADE :DRE THAN A YEAR AGO, FOR IT TILL NOT ONWLY CONTRIBUTE
SUBSTANTIALLY TO THZ DZFENSE II7 THE CRITICAL AREA BUT WILL ALSO HAVE AN

ZHORDUS EFFZCT ON TES 1ORALE OF AMERICAN ATD TOFRLD JEWRY. I AM EQUALLY

CONVINCZD TEAT VITHOUT IN ANY VAY DISTURBIIG THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE
EAST SUCH AN ACT OF SLIPLE JUSTICE AlD PRUDENCE AT THIS TIIE TILL GO A
LONG TAY TOTVARDS CREZATI'G TEAT GOODVILL TOUVARDS THES BRITISE CAUSE IIT THIS
COUNTRY SO ESSZ'TIAD AT TEIS CRUCIAL :DINENT,

CHAINM WEIZMANN




MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEZETING
AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

Wedpesday, June 24, 1942.

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Comuittee for Zionist
Affairs was held Wednesday afternoon, June 24, 1942 at 3 p.m. at the Hotel
Gommodore. The meeting followed & luncheon on honor of Prof. Charles “. Webster,
former director of the British Library of Information, who was about to return
to England.

PRESENTs Judge Levinthzl, presidings Messrs. Cruso, Kowalsky, Szolds Mesdames
FPool and Hosensohn .

Dr. Goldmann, Mesers. Neumann, Schulson, Veisgal.

NATIONAL ROLL CALL

Mr. Neumann reported that at the meeting of the Roll Call sub-committee
the original recommendation to secure individual signatures had been modified
by an alternative recommendation - to secure mass action in the form of endorse-
ment by local Jewish organizations.

On behelf of Hadassah, Mrs. Rosensohn reported that the matter had been
discussed at a very full meeting of its National Board and that there was unani-
movs opiniom against the idea in principle. They felt guch action might first
of 211 invite organized opposition which would be moest dangerous to our causej
also that if such an undertaking were unsuccessful (as they felt it might be) it
would put us in a very bad position. Mrs. Pool added that were the alterna-
tive proposal to be considered, it was important to realize there would be
difficulties in cases where the local groups would turn to their national bodies
for direction and in cases where the national organizations were hostile, we
would fail to get the support of the local units.

Mr. Cruso reported on behalf of Poale Zion vhich had also discussed the
matter at its Board meeting. They had unanimously favored the individual form
of registration, but would be willing to compromise on the organizational regis-
tration, if necessary. Thelr reasons were as followsk

1, The signing of a statement by the officer of a local group
would not be regarded as a propr expression of the individual
opinion of 21l its members and would therefore be politically
ineffective.

2. Individual registration would reach larger masses and is
the meet effective way of activizing Zionist opinion.

Mr, Weisgal expressed the opinion that the whole idea was untimely at this
moment - first, because ."it's on the record" that American Jewry is behind the
Zionist movement, and second, in view of our present negotiations with the nong
Zionists, we ought to await the outcome of these talks. Should the negotiations
fall through, we would then have an excellent issue to go out after American
Jewish opinion.

It was decided to postpone further discussion until a meeting of the
Committee at which Mr. Ben-Ourion would be present.

Dr. Ooldmenn recommended that the Emergency Committee' should pass a resolr-
tion disassociating itself and American Zionism from the views of Dr. Magnes as




-
reported in the New York Times of June 14, 1942. He felt it was most important
that both the Yishuv and the British understand that American Zionists do not hold
these views.

A letter had been received from Mrs. Epstein also recommending such a resolu--
tion, in which she was sunported by Miss Benjamin.

Judge Levinthal sugpgested that it might be possible to get seversl of Dr.
Magnes' close friends in this country to write personal letters asking him to indi-
cate in a public statement that he had not been speaking on behalf of American
Zionists. J udge Levinthal felt that a public resolution might tend to make a
"martyr" of Magnes and would also widen the breach in 7ionist ranks.

Mrs. Pool expressed the view that such a resolution seemed necessary because
of the various resolutions and declarations made at the conferences of the Zionist
Organizations, as well as our own Emergency Conference, in which our stand was
clearly defined. To pass a resolution on the statement of one individual would
magnify his views to the magnitude of the Zionist organizetion. Further, since the
New York Times was always so ready to take up the cudgels for Magnes, any statement
by us would not receive effective treatment. It was Mrs. Pool's feeling that since
Hadassah had found Dr. Magnes willing to compromise end listen to other points of
view, in this instance too he might be persuaded, on personal appeal, to straighten
out his differences with the Zionist Organization on these vital matters.

Mr. Neumann felt such a resolution was not necessary but the officers should
be authorized to issue a statement which would indicate to the Yishuv what ocur
stand wasy but that need not preclude a personal approach by individual friends
of Dr. Magnes.

Both Mr. Cruso and Mr. Kowalsky also concurred in the feeling that a resolu-
tion was & "natural action and necessary to prove that Magnes did not represent
American Zionist oninion.

Mrs. Rosensohn felt that a statement from us would only bring forth another
strong statement from Magnes and that it might be better to try to approach him
first on a personal basis.

Mr. Szold pointed out that we must first consider what Dr. Magnes'! views,
as expressed in the Times report, were. Any denial on our part might also imply
opnosition to that part of his statement which is also part of our own policy and
point of view- i. e. cooperation wherever nossible with the Arabs.

Dr. Goldmann reitered that the matter was one of a conflict of two concepts
of Zionism ( although because of the views he has held for over 20 years Dr. Gold-
mann did not personally regard Magnes as a Zionist), and the Emergency Committee
must therefore present its concept and willingness %o cooperate with the Arabs in
accordance with the Declaration adopted at the Conference.

Mrs, Pool pointed out that any statement we make must be a positive one -
we could not take a negative stend against a bi-natfional state since it had not as
yet been actually offered to us.

It was decided to refer the matter to a meeting of the full Emergency
Committee. In the meantime, an appropriate statement was to be prepared which
could be used as the basis of the next discussion.
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A report of the meeting of the Arab—Jewish Relatiors sub-comnittee was
presented as follows?

Present were Mesdames Jacobs, Fool, Rosensohn, Dr. Goldmann, and Mr. Lourie.
It was agreedt

1. That the work of the Hadassah Arab-Jewish Relations Committee should
become a cooperative undertaking of the Zmergency Committee and of Hadassah.

2. That the Committee shall report regularly to the Emergency Committee.

&. That the Committee shall not have euthority to take any political action
or publicize its activities on its own initiative, its purpose being to
study and to reach conclusions for submission to the Emergency Committee.

4, That the existing membership of the Committee should continue unchanged,
but that the Emergency Committee should have the right to add additional
members.

5. That Mrs. Jacobs should continue cheirman of the Arab-Jewish Relations
Committee under its new auspices.

6. That the Committee shall continue to operate on a budget of £4,000 until
October 1, 1942, which moneys are onrovided by a Hadeassah grant; the ques-
tion of participation by the Emergency Committee in the budget of the Arab-
Jewish Relations Committee to be considered further at a later date. For

the time being the engagement of Mr. Moshe Perlman in New York, and

Miss Lotta Levensohn in Palestine as experts to the Committee shall be
continued.

Dr. CGoldmann stated that since that meeting was held, he had given the
matter further thought and wished to recommend that the Arab-Jewish Relations
Committee of Hadass:h become a regular sub-committee of the Emergency Comnittee-—
in line with the other sub-committees now functioning - that Mrs. Jacobs should
continue as chairman, but the Emergency Committee should have politicel and fin-
encial resnonsibility for its work.

The report was adopted as vresented, and discussion followed or. -
Dr. Goldmann's recommendation.

Mrs. Fosensohn pointed out that Hadassah could not take any action on such
a change in the status of its committee until the convention, or a full meeting of
its National Board. It was her feeling, however, that it would not be safe to
interrupt, at this stage, the successful development of the committee as it has
grown under Hadassah's jurisdiction. Further, since it was actually a cooperative
effort by one of the Emergency Committee's constituent groups- it could not be
considered an "outside" effort.

Mrs. Pool added that it must be kept in mind Hadassah had elready decided
not to change the setup of the committee at this time; also it should be recalled
thet Hadassah had taken up this work on its own only after their continudd pleas
to the Emergency Committee to initiate it had received no definite response.

Mr. Szold said we ought to consider just what advantage it would be to the
Bmergency Committee or to the movement in general in having a joint committee as
against the nresent procedure, particularly since in the nresent set-up, the
Emergency Committee is kept informed of 211 that goes on.
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Dr. Goldmenn then made a further amendment to his previous recommendaticn -
that we should agree to a joint committee until the Hadassah Convention, after
which the Arab-Jewish Relations Committee should become a sub-committee of the
Emergency Committee.

It was decided that the matter should be referred back to the sub-committee
end also to the National Board of Hadassah.

ROLITICAL MATTERS

Dr. Ooldmann reported that during a recent visit he and Dr. Wise had had
with Mr, velles, they questioned a statement whichk the President was supposed to
have made to the new Iraq Minister in this country stating that after the war he
felt sure Iraq, Syria and Pelestine would become independent. Mr. Welles subse-
quently informed Dr. VWise that this had been a misinterpretation. The President
had merely expressed satisfaction that Syria had been assured independence and tha%
he hoped the Palestine problem would also be solved in a just way.

Vith regard to the general situation, Dr. Goldmann felt it was important that
ve £ind out Vashington's views on the latest develonments. He reported that
¥r. Ben-Ourion waes seeing Mr. Bullitt in Washington, and that efforts were being
sade to have Dr. Veizmenn see Churchill before he leaves the country. In the
meontime, Mr. Lourie had gone to Washington to see Mr. Martin, Churchill's orivate
gecretary.

Mr. Weisgal renorted that the attached telegram had been pent to Lord
Halifax for transmission to Churchill on June 20, 1942, from Chicago.

A recommendation had been made by Mr. Neumann that in view of the new emer-
gency a delegation should visit the President to discuss the Jewish military force,
or at least the question of arming the Jews of Palestine to defend themselves.

It was the consensus of opinion that there should be such a delegation and
thet Dr. Veizmann and Mr. Ben-Gurion should also participate.

Mr. Szold said we must make it clear that we went not merely a delegation -
we want gction. Therefore our approach must be very carefully thought out. He
suggested ve see one of our VWashington friends first.

Dr. CGoldmann said that the aim of the delegation should be to urge the
President to nress the British to earm the Jews. Dr. Veizmann ought to decide him-
self whether he felt he should narticipatej but even in the event that he did not,
My, Ben-Gurion would still narticipate as a Palestinian representative.

Mr. Cruso approved the suggestion for a delegation and stated he had been
instructed to recommend that the Emergency Vommittee consider holdihg & large mass
meeting on the problems of Palestine's defense and the safety and security of the
Tishuv..

Mrs. Pool expressed the opinion that ve ought to prepare now for any emer-
gency~- for instance, a possible invasion of Palestine- and have a program offection
outlined and ready for such an eventuality. Rabbi Kowalsky said he too felt it
was &mportant to orepare such a program.

Dr. Goldmann suggested thet a discussion with Mr. Ben-Gurion should take
place on the auestion of specific action- evacuation , ete., that would have to
be plenned.
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Mr. Neumann pointed out that the President's letter to Senator Wagner on the
occasion of the Aperican Palestine Committee dinner stated thet "immediate danger
to Palestine has been removed - ". He believed that such a statement may have
been based on information the President had received that the situation was safe
end was at the same time an answer to our demand for a Jewish Army. Mr. Neumann
felt doubtful that in view of this letter we could count on effective intervention
of our Government.

Mr. Neumann went on further to question whether we should consider following
similar action of the Army Committee in getting telegrams from all over the coun-
try to be sent to legislators in Washington, a suggestion he had made several days
ago. He reported that he and Mr. Schulson had been in touch with a young man who
had just been appointed Vashington correspondenfi for the Jewish Day and who would
prove to be a valuable contact there. This young man had, in that capacity,
talked to a number of people about the Jewish Army in Palestine and has been told
that the idea of the Jewish Army was "too nebulous'.

This raised the question of whether this was the time to press for a resolu-
tion to be introduced in the House and/or the Senate.

Dr., CGoldmann felt it would be inadvisable to press members of the Foreign
Affairs Committee to take any action on the Army question until we lmow more
definitely the stand of the White House on this matter, and what the State De-
partment will advise the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. Schulson reported an important opinion that it would be fatal if we
vere to try to approach the Foreign Affairs Committee nowy we first ought to ap-
proach individuel members of that committee and get them to understahd and support
our view.

Mr. Neumann renorted on meetings he had held with various people in
Washington. He had learned that the plans for the Chicago Near East Institute had
been changed and that Prof. Charles A. Webster would sneak in place of MacDonald,
He had seen Mr. Alling of the State Department who was very much interested in the
attitude of Americen Jews to the Zionist problem; he seemed particularly inter-
ested in the recent conference of anti-Zionist rabbis held in Atlantic City.

Mr. Neumann said he got the impression that anti-Zionists may have been talking
to Mr, Alling.

Mr. Neumann reported the following actiont

1. Dr. Paul Hanna's book "British Policy in Palestine" was off the press.

2+ Dr. Lowdermilk's Book was progressing.

3. Vork with the Christian clergy consisted of trying to get 1,000
signatures supporting a pro-Zionist Statement on Jewish
immigration into Palestinej also the placing of articles in the
clerical press by rabbis and other fewish leaders.

4, Ben-Qurion's speech at the Extraordinary Conference had now been
published in pamphlet form - 5,000 copies.

5. The proceedings of the A.P.C. Dinner were being printed.

61 Ret The Chicago Institute- Mr. Aglion, representing the Free French
was to participate. He was a friend of Zionism and could be
counted on for support.

7. Frank Bannett's speech at the Legion Uelebration had been nrinted

and was being distributed at his own expense.
POST-WAR AIMS

Mr. Neumann reported that Mr. Schulson was getting Zionists to attend
various Institutes on post-wer aims and planning. He reported also that a small
meeting was held on June 23 to discuss contacts with Peace Institutes.
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There were present at this meeting Dr. Berkson, Miss Julliet Benjapin,
A. Duker, Ohaim Oreenberg, Beryl Levy, Rabbi Schwefel , and Emanuel Neumann
and H.A, Schulson. The following recommendations were made 3

1. A special brochure be prepared, setting forth Zionist peace aims
which could be sent to institutes working on post-war reconstruction.

2+ K speclal effort be made in FPalestine to gather all possible material
and make a study of the absorptive capacity of Palestine.

3. Astudy be made in America regarding the type of govermment and method
of implementing a Yewish State during the transition period at the
conclusion of the war.

Existing Jewish institutes should be activited into giving consider-
ation to the Zionist solution.

Several Zionist organizations should get themselves on the map by
registering themselves and indicating what work they are doing in
connection with post-war problems, stating also what material they
have available.

Some methods be devised as to how institutes and groups working on
post-war problems can be contacted and how we can introduce our-
gelves into their work.

7. Research workers be engaged to prepare such material as is useful
in this connection, and means be found to fineance this work.

8. ©Seminaries, Jewish schools of learning and Jewish academicians be
utilized to work on some specific studies in the above fields.

Mr. Neumann mentioned furkher that it had been suggested the Emergency
Committee work closely with Dr. Berkson in securing the necessary research mat'l.
He announced that Dr. Albright, of John Hopkins University, was going to consi-
der the possibility of holding a Near East Institute there in the fell. He also
announced that the Americea Council on Public Affairs was prepared to publish and
distribute a series of pamphlets on Palestine &nd the Near East at their own
egpenses.

LETTER FROM RABBI GLAZER

The Chairman reported a letter received from Rabbi B. Benedict (lazer
of Detroit asking that due recognition be given to the part his late father had
played in getting the Resolution on Palestine passed in 1982. It was pointed out
that there would be complications due to the fact that mahy others had also
participated in this effort. No decision was reached.

EINANCIAL REPORT
Mr. 820ld submitted & memorandum and report of Finances which he
asked to have incorporated in the record. Both are attached.

A. L.




CORRECTION OF MINUTES
Ret J ]
note recordéd-

"The wording at present is'It was decided to submit Mr. BensOurion's
suggestion to a sub-committee to work out details and report back.!

Mrs. Rosensohn asked to have the following

It is my belief that it should have been worded 'it was decided to

submit the suggestion to a sub
back.' Only under those circumstances coul

myself have voted in favor of this motion. "

—committee to explore further and report
d Mps, Pool, Mrs.Jacobs end

Ret June 10th minutess Mr. Neumann wished to have 1t recorded
that with regard to Post-War Aims Organization the Committee approved
the suggestion that Mr. 8z0ld, in consultation with Mr. Neumann, be
authorized to engage services of a competent person to work in this

and related fields.




COPY
MEMORANDUM

June 22, 1942

Tos Mr, Robert Szold

From: Mr. Arthur Lourie

For the year 1942 the Keren Kayemeth and the Keron
Hayoscd allocatod to the Emergency Committee the sum of
$100,000, In fact, however, by reason of deductions in
rospoet of amounts paid by tho funds in September and October
1941, the actual allocation for 1942 is only $&7,000.

Of this amount, a further $8,000 is being witheld
at present by tho Koron EKayemeth because of the deduction
of a similar amount by the Koron Hayosod in rospect of their
advance to us last Soptomber.

Accordingly, for the year 1942 the Emeorgency Committoe
is now scheduled to receive only $59,000 in cash,

We have so far rocoived $33,500. Tms wo are still
due to receive from the funds $25,500.

Our cash axpandimre for the first five monfhs of this
yoar was $39,200 or $8,000 monthly.

The avorago monthly re-current expenses of the Committee
is $6,000.00 and the non-recurrent expenmses $2,500.00, making
o total monthly expenditure of $8,500.00.

We have no cash in the bank and are due to receive $8,500
as further installmonts from the Keren Hayesod and tho Koren
Eayemeth at tho boginning of July, which is to last ms two months,
Thie does not take into account the $8,000 which is §n dispute
with the EKoren Kayoneth,




Average Monthly Exponditurcs of American Epergoncy Committoo
For Zionist Affairs Based on Approximato Figures

for Period Jamary 1 - Moy 31, 1942

L I

Ro-current Expenscs

Salarics 3.200.00
Educational Materian 275.00
Travel & Entortainmert 450.00
Miscellaneous Expenses 380,00
Supplies, Printing, otc. 200.00
Cables 475,00
Telephone 240.00
Audit 15.00
Rent 365,00
Maintenonce & Hepairs 10.00
Postage 85.00
Light 40.00
Allowance to Refugees 380.00
(Our allowance for the ronth of
Juno is only $235.00)
Ronted Equipnent 10.00

Purchaso of Equipnont 120.00
Total of rocurrent expensos

Non-recurrent ense

Anerican Palestine Cormdttoe Dimmer
(This anount is not complete) 1715.43

Struna rally and publicity 2880.79
Jowish Army rally and publicity 1780.,11

Jewish Legion Anniversary
(This anount is not corplete) 74,75
Palcor 415,00
Conference to Dr. Woiznmann 3625.59
Contribution to Free World 550.00
Subeldy to Hechelutsz 843.79
11,785.46

Estinated nonthly Expenseo 243597,00
Total estimated nonthly oxpense § 8,602.00




A meet of the Office Commiitee was held on Wednesday, July 2, 1942 at
41 E. 42nd Street.

PRESENT: MNr. Lipsky, presiding; Mesdames Epstein and Halprinj Messrs. Bublick,
Bruso, COold, CGreenberg.

Dr., Goldmann, Messrs. Lourie, Schulson, Weisgal.

Absent with excuses Dr. Wise, Dr. Goldstein, Judge Levinthal, Messrs.
Neumann, Szold, Wertheim; Mrs. Pool.

REPORT OF ACTION

Mr. Lourie reported the followingl

1. A cablegram had been sent that morning, in the name of the Emergency
Committee and of all the organizations, to Mr. Churchill with reference to the
mobilization of Palestine Jewry. (copy attached)

2. A cable of greeting had been sent to the Yishuv in the name of the
Committee.

3. Two letters were read from Mr. Ben-Ourion, dated June 29 and July 1 from .
Washington, D.C., regretting his inability to attend the meeting and reporting
on his action in Washington.

4. Telephonic reports were also received from Mr. Neumenn and “r. Ben-Gurion
with reference to the visité of Dr. Veizmann to Mr. Sumner Welles and Lord Halifax.'
Lord Halifax had left for England the following morning, but before hie departure
Dr. Weizmann had again discussed with him the question of Jewish military needs
in Palestine and Lord Halifax had agreed to take up the matter with Mr. Ohurchill
on arrival and to give it his support.

The situation had also been discussed with Mr. Welles who said he would
cofjmunicate immediately sith the Americen Consul in Jerusalem suggesting he get
in touch with the Agency representatives and ascertain from them their immediate

A letter was read from the Hashomer Hatzair urging a meeting in Madison
Square CGarden. OSome skepticism was expressed in the light of past experience of
the effectiveness of Zionist mass meetings at this time; On the other hand, it
was urged that the Zionist public were entitled to know what was being done and
to feel that the leadership was active. A proposal for combining the possible
Madison Square Oarden meeting of the Uongress on Nazi atrocities with the Emer-
gency Committee on Palestine was rejected.

It was finally agreed:

1. That a meeting be organized for 1,000 to 1,50C persons drawn from
the different organizations on Thrsday of next week, or the following Monday,
depending on Pr. Weizmann's convenience, but not later than a week from Monday,
to hear a report. There should be not more than three sp akers, including
Dr. Weizmenn, and Mr. Ben-Gurion, and there should bz the possibility of
discussion from the floor,
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2« There should be a press conference next Monday, with the participation
of Dr. Weizmenn and ¥r. Ben-Ourion. Mr. Neumann had already telephoned to say that
Dr. Weilzmann was prepared to take part in such a conference.

5« The organizations should circulate their members asking them either
to write or wire to their Senators ur Congressmen urging that Jews in Palestine
should be given arms for defense.

4, There should be a statement in behalf of the Committee intended
primarily for the Yiddish press dealing with the mmesent situation.

DESPATCH OF MONIES TO PALESTINE

After a brief discussion it was agreed that the best procedure would be to
inquire from Palestine itself what monies should be transmitted at this time.

A letter from Judge Levinthal renorting on the meeting in Chicago was read,
also a circular which was sent in cohnection with the meeting with a view to es-
tablishing ¢ permanent Near East Foundation.

Attention was drawn to the list of those who, in terms of the circular,
might be interested and perhaps contribute funds. These included Harris Institute
members, oil companies, archaeologists and historians in/of Near East, tobacco
compahies buying in the Year Eest and other importers and exporters, consular and
diplomatic representatives, missionaries and teachers in “merican schools in Near
E&Bt, etc.




BT HON- WINSTON CHURCHILL ~ JULY 2 1942
LONDON

THE ADVANCE OF THE NAZI ARMIES: TOWVARDS SUEZ BRINGS VITH IT THE THREAT
OF INVASION TO PALESTINE AND THEHREWITH THE POSSIBLE AUNIHILATION

OF THE WHOLE OF PALESTINE JEWRY STO? FOR MORE THAN TWO AND A HALF
YZARS THE JEWS OF PALESTINE HAVE DEMANDED THE RIGHT TO DEFEND

THEIR OCOUNTHY AND TO FICHT THE MORTAL ENELY OF THEIR PEOPLE AND

OF HUMANITY ALONGSIDE THE ARMIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS STOP THIS
ELEMENTARY RIGHT DEWIED TO NO OTHER PEQOPLE WAS DENIED TO THEM

THE PRECIOUS TIME DURING WHICH A FORCE OF 50,000 TO 60,000
PALESTINIAN JEWS READY TO DO AND DIE FOR THEIR COUNTRY MIGHT HAVE
BEEN RAISED TRAIMED AND EQUIPPED EAS BEEN LOST STOP AT THIS TWELFTH

HOUR WE URGE MOST EARNESTLY THAT WITHOUT A MOMENTS FURTHER DELAY

THEIR PLEA BE GRANTED AND ALL AVAILABLE JEVISH MANPOWER IN PALESTINE

BE IMMEDIATELY MOBILIZED AND IF TEEY GO DOWN THEY SHOULD BE ENABLED
TO GO DOWN FIGETIIG STOP WE SOLEMNLY AFFIRM THAT IF THIS IS NOT
DONE AND SHOULD CATASTROPHE BEFALL IT WILL BE BRITAINS RESPONSGIBILITY
BEFORE HISTORY THAT THEE JEWS OF PALESTINE WERE DENIED BY TEE MAND-
ATCRY POWER THE RIGHT AND MEANS OF SELF DEFENSE STOP IN APPEALING
T0 THE CONSOIENCE OF THE BRITISHE PECPLE WE APPEAL ALSO TQO YOU
PERSONALLY WHO HAVE SO OFTEN SHOWN YOUR SYMPATHY AND UNDERSTANDING
FOR TEE CAUSE OF THE JEWICH PEOPLE WE XNOW YOU WILL GIVE THE
MATTER CONSIDERATION IN THE LIGHT OF THE GUPREME DANGER AND URGENCY
OF THE HOUR
STEPHEN S, WISE
Chairmon, American Bmergency COommittee Zionist Affairs
LEON GELLMAN, President Mizrachi LOUIS LEVINTHAL, President
DAVID WERTHEIM, den, Seo'y.Poale Zion Zionist Urgnnizi;isrizczf

TAMAR de SOLA POOL, President
Hadassah




$53
CONFIDENTIAL

MINUTES OF MEETING
AVERTOAN EMERGENCY COMMLTIGS FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

July 8, 1942

A meeting of the Ameriocan EmbGrgency Committee for Zionist Affairs was held
on Wednesday night, July 8, 1942, at 8§30 P,M.

PRESENTs Dr. Wise, presiding; Judge Levinthgal, Judge Rosenblatt, Dr. Silver,
Messrs, Bublick, Cruso, Furmansky, Gollman, P, Goldman, Mereminski,
Naiditch; Mosdames Samuel Goldstein, Jacobs, Schoolman, Epstein, Fodo:,
Dr. Goldnmann,

Miss Leibel, Mr. Fisher, Mr., Montor, Dr. Perlzweig, Rabbl Shubow,
- , Ur. Neumann, Mr, Weisgal.

DEFENSE FUND

Dr. Goldmann reportod the special mecting held at onc o'clock that day at
the Commodore, to consider an §.0.5. ploa addressed to lir, Ben-Gurion from
Palestino for additional monies for plans for tho dofenso of Palestine against
invasion., (See attachod mimutos.)

Dr. Wise roported that the sentiment at tho lunchoon moeting had boen in
favor of a scparato campaign among Zionists to raise the sun of one million
dollars over and above UPA collections. However, the irmmediate problom was the
securing of LP, 40,000 which Mr, Bon-Gurion had been anthorized to pledge to
Palestine by cable. Dr. Wise rocad Mr. Bon-Gurion's cable as followss

"L

ELIEZER KAPLAN July 8, 1942
JERISH AGENCY

JERUSALEM PALZSTINE

REFERENCE YOUR CABLE JULY THIRD NEXT WUESDAY FIFTYTHOUSAND POUNDS WILL
BE SENT AS EXTRAORDINARY ZIONIST CONTRIBUTION APART FRO{ REGULAR FUNDS
THIS TWOLUDES TENTHOUSAND POUNDS FROM HADASSAH HADASSAH REQUESTS ITS
CONTRIBUTION BE ALSQO APPLIED SOLDIERS WELFARE AND MAINTENANCE HOSTELS FOR
WOLEN AUXILIARIES OCONFIRM THIS BY OABLE TO EADASSAH

DAVID BENGURION®

A discussion followed on tho question of raising tho funds necedoed for the
~defonse of Palestine and redoeming the pledge of IP. 40,000 immediately, as
promised in lir. Bon-Gurion!s cable.

lr, Cruso proposed starting a campaign for seolf-taxation of Zionists, but
it was pointod out to him that this mothod of fund-raising had proved to bo very
unsuccossful,

Mr. Gollman suggestod that the money could easily be raised if 15 or 20
volunteers could be found to canvass the Zionist commnitios for a period of four
wocks.,
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Mimites #53 s
July 8, 1942

The chairmon rulod that all suggosiions for fund-~raising tcchniques would
be roferred to a committee, but the imorion’ thing to discuss was the approval
of tho suggostion to start a campaign at this time for extraordinary defonse funds,

Mrs. Epstein raised the question of the UJA and Rabbi Silver explained
that only the JNF and tho Koren Hayoscd woro benoficiarios of tho UTA as definod
by tho contract and that Zionists could go out and colloet money from the Zione
ists of Amorica for this emergency without breaking tho contract.

Dr. Goldmann said it was apparent that IP. 50,000 would be insufficiont
and represontod only on immediate need. Ho proposed that we start a carpaign to
railse at least ono million dollars.

Mr, Mereminskl proposed that tho monoy be secured on tho basis of monthly
contributions to meet a monthly budget.

lrs. Schoolman pointed out that the Emergency Cormittoo was not a funde
raising body and thot bad relations might bo croated with the UTA if it wore to
engago in fund-raising, despite the actual terms of the coniract., Sho bolioved
that the Emorgency wie sufficiently groat for the UJA to opprove a special cane
paign if it wore informod,

Urs. Jacobs pointed out that implied in the arrangenont with tho WA was
tho collection of maxirum funds from tho wholo Joewigh pu2liz. She therofore
proposed that it would bo %he part of wisdon, both from the psychological and
financial point of view, to draw in the UJA in the special arpezl for emorgency
funds - not only should their sanction be asked, but thoy should be actually
drawn in,

Judge Rosenblatt also urgod that the pernmission of the JDO bo socurod for
tho campaign and that it be asked for a speecial contribution.

Mr. Woisgal said that in such an emergeonecy one could not cone before the
public with an appeal for a sunm as small as a quarter of & nillion dollare and
hope to fire their imagination or their confidonco that s Fali a sun could
avert disaster. He urgnd that plans be nade and nachinery/set vp to launch a
campaign for at least one nillion dollars.

Rabbi Silvor pointed out that tho irmediate sun asked for by Mr, Ben-Gurion
was IP., 50,000, LP. 10,000 of which had already beon contributod by Hadassah,
Ho did not beliove it wise to give publicity to tho fact that money was being
ralsed for the arning of the Jews of Palostine against tho wishes of Groat Britain
and without such publicity it would be iopossible to raise a million dollars in
a spocial campaign. If we wanted to got tho monoy it should como from Zionists
thenselves,

Dr. Goldmann said that in his opinion a carpaign was a psychological
nocossity. The poople of this country woere cagor to do something spoeifie in this
onmeérgency and would surely respond to a eall for extraordinary funds,

Judgo Levinthal said he ngrood with Rabbi Silver that the imediate problen
was the raising of LP. 40,000. He proposed postponing further discussion of a
carpaign until aftor the mooting called for Monday afterncon, We would then be
in a better position to detormine whether such a campaign would be practicable
or likoly to be succossful,




Mimitos #53 .
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Mr. Montor said if tho situation wore as serious as had boen pictured and
the invasion of Palestine imminent, the nonoy for defonse should come from the
Funds., Ho bolioved the prospocts of a succossful carpaign for one million dollars
aro nily that the KH and EKEKL propaganda had concentrated on the defonse angle
all yecar, and the public would oxpoct this cmergoncy to be met fronm those funds,

Mrs. Jacobs said that if it woro true that tho emorgeney was so groat as to |
noke the threoat of invasion irminent, then all monies actually in Palestine
should be used, and ronoy deposited in cserow in this country against thoso funds,
She nade the point that if there actunlly wore an invasion, ronies should not be
in the country for tho invador. It was pointed out to hor that Polestine was
trying to socuro a loan of IP. 75,000 for tho defenso fund and was, itseclf, try-
ing to raise LP. 200,000,

Mrs. Schoolman said she would bo opposcd to having the Emorgency Cormittoe
raisc monoy for a yoarly dofonse budget, Tho problon was to noot tho budgot for
tho noxt two months and beyond that we should nake no plong at this tine.

Judge Rosenblatt warned that any soparate campaign would affect futuro
collections of theo UPA,

Mr. Oruso supportod Dr. Goldmenn'!s suggestion thot we try to raise one
pillion dollars. He said we ought to take a long range viow and not lay ourseclvos
open to the accusation that wo had not planned nhoad., He thoroefore urgoed the
sotting up of nachinery to raise one million dollars and was confident that Zione
ist monmborship would rospond.

Dr. Goldomann oxprossed his anazenent at -tho roaction of hositation and
uncertainty obout the wisdonm or tho nocessity for appealing for extroordinary
funds to meet this emergoncy. Ho nade a vigorous sppoal for the accoptanco of
the proposal to raise onc million dollars arong Zionists and, if nocossary, to
appeal to the WA for a contribution.

Miss Feder pleadod that tho rank and filo among Zionist menmborship be ine
cluded in the fund.raising plans, She bolieved that ovory Zionist would want
the opportunity of responding.

lir., Furpansky said tho vhole quostion was bound up with the extont to which
we in Aporica identificd oursolves with Palostine, Woe are challenged by a
situation of oxtrome gravity and must come before tho Anorican Jowish corrmnity
to ask for additional sacrificos,

Robbi Silvor rocolled that a sun fronm UPA colloctions was oarnarked for
Vaad Bitachon and that it would thereforo be vory difficult to sccuro an additione
al nillion dollars from American Zionists at this tine.

No decision was takon about the sotting up of a fund to raise one rillion
dollarse Tho chairman roquestod Mr, Woisgal, Mr, Fisher, Mr. Lourioc and Mr,
Montor to proceed with tho plan of inviting loading Zionists to como to a spo-
cial nooting on Monday aftornoon at the Co-modore,.




Minmutes #53
July 8, 1942
DR. MAGNES

In view of the lonz agonda and urgont probleonms vhich required discus—
sion, 1t was suggostod that tho question of Dr. Magnes bo postponed. Both
Robbi Silver and Mrs, Epstein urgod that the opposition of the Emorgency Corw
ritteo to tho political position taken by Dr. Mognes be rocorded, but no aection
was tokon and tho wholo mattor was postponed.

Mr. NEUMANN?®s REPCRT
Mr. Noumnonn reported on the following nattorss

Tho whole quoestion of nass registration of Zionists as recordod in the -
mimites of Juno 24, 1942, had beon roferrcd to the four organizations, and
thoir roports had not yot beon reeceivod.

The statoment roported to have dbeon mande by tho Minister of Iraq rogarding
assurancoes givon by the United States government as to tho indopondont
status of Iraq aftor the war, was discovored to have teen groundless.

Tho Near East Division of tho Stato Departmont is groatly intorested in
tho conferonco of anti~Zionist rabbis. Apparently, thoy havo beon gote
ting corrmnications fron non-Zionist and anti~Zionisus and are following
the situation closoly-

The Conference of the Rabbinieal Assoribly unanimously passed a roesclution
requesting a Jowlsh Army.

A nessage had been sent to the British Enbassy for transmission to the Prinmeo
Ministor vhilo he was here, btut the message had not been received. However,
the Enorgoncy Cormittoe had cabled to the Prime Minister urging that tho
Jews of Palestine be irmediately mobilized and placing the responsibility
squarely on Great Britain.

Dr. Weiznann and Mr, Ben-Gurion had scen poople in the Wor and Navy
Departnents on bohalf of inmediate mobilization of the Jcows of Palestino,

Dr. Welzmann had had a half hour intorviow with the President. The
Presidont indicated a gomuine intereost and sympathy for the Zionist progran,

In an intorviow with the Unden.Sgeretary of State, Dr. Weizmann nnde a |
poworful plea for intervontion on tho part of the United States governmont
with the British for the imnmodiate mobilization of the Jows of Palestine,

A nenorandun on the war potontial of Palestine, propared by Mr. BoneGurion
for the War Dgpartmont, had boen left with the Undor-Sgerctary. Ho

sconed to be improssed with tho gravity of thoe situation and acceptod Mr,
Nounann's suggestion that he instruet tho American Consul in Jorusalen to
got in touch with tho heads of the Jewish Agoncy to discuss tho noeds

and plans for tho dofonse of the country.
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9« Mr. Neumann also reported on the attitude of the military authorities in
Washington on the question of American participation in the defense of the
Near East,

BUDGET

Judge Levinthal reported the proposal of the budget cormittoe that all
nonies raised for Palestine be taxed to securc the budget of the political work
of the Emorgoncy Cormittoe, Ho further roported the docision of the 0ffice
Committee that tho officers of tho Emergency Comrdttoe, representatives of the
partios and the hoads of the Funds meet to discuss the natter.

In view of the latoness of the hour i1t was declded to postpone a discussion
of tho budget to anothor mooting. Rabbi Silver asked that his viows bo rocorded,

sinco he ndght not bo prosent at the meoting at which the budget would be discus
sed,

Rabbl S5ilver said that up to now our political work was inadequato and this X(/
was largely due 8o lack of funds and a definite budget. As far as oducating
public opinion was concerned, only the surface had been scratched, Nothing had
boon done about roachi; the nasses, thore was not yet a good %lonist publication.
Ho believed that if the job which miet be done is %o be done vroporly, it will
roquiro a budgot of cbout a quarier of a million dollars a yoar. Tho quostion
of whore that roney ls to come from rmst bo deeided, Part of UPA noney was
always carmarked for political work in London and Jerusalem. I% is jJust as nosoge
sary to do political wofk in Vey “ork and Washington, therefore, he belioved it
was reasonable and nocessary that the UPA, Hodassah and tho Goworkschaft colloct-
ions should be taxed for this purpose. But,rogardloss of just how tho budget is
to be securod, roney mist be found for this all important work. Dr. Silver furthor
renarked that in his opinion too much propaoganda in tho past yoar had beon dirocte-
ed to tho Jowish Army and not onough basic Zionist cducation wns boing dono,

Tho neoting was adjourned at 11330 P.M.




A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee for
Zionist Affairs was held on Wednesday, July 8y, 1942 at 4 p.m. at 41 E. 42nd St.

ERESENI+ Judge Levinthal (presiding)j Mr. Bublick, Mr. Oruso, Mr. Gellman,
Mrs: Epstein, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Oreenberg, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Lipsky,
Dr. Wise.
e Ooldnmtn., ’ -
Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Schulson.

ME. NEUMANN'S REPORT

Mr. Neumanh reported on action taken in Washington last week to obtain the
intervention of the U.S. government for the defense of Palestine. Senator Wegner
had promised to speak to the President and had also sent a cabled Pessage to the
Manchester Quardian and Daily Herald in London through their correspondents here,
urging that the Jews of Palestine be fully mobilized against the threat of
immediate invasion.

Dr. Weizmann had had an interview with the President and was cordially
received. The President invited him to see him again in about ten days.
Dr. Welzmann had also seen various people in the military and State Departments
on cho question of inedicte mobilization-of Jows in Palostine. -

Mr. Neumann pointed out that it was practically impossible to publicize
any of the political action taken on behalf of the defense of Palestine, because
of its confidential nature.

In repponse to a suggestion of Dr. Goldmann's that local delegations
visit their Senators in Washington urging their coopera tion in the matter of
arming the Jews of Pelestine, Mr. Neumann said he thought there was little value
in such action, inasmuch as the President had already been approached and there
was no specific action which the Senators could take,

MEETING AT HOTEL ASTOR

Mr. Schulson reported on the plans for a meeting of the Zionists of the
metropolitan area on Monday night, July 15, Dr. Weizmann had consented to
address the meeting, Mr. Ben-Ourion had not. (See attached letter).

There was some discussion as to the program and purpose of the meeting.
The meeting had been called to answer the demands of Zionists for information as
to the activities of the Emergency Committee in the present crisis. It had been
contemplated to have speakers from the floor.

Various suggestions were made for the rogran of the meeting. The folllow-
ing progrem was agreed upons

Chairman - Judge Levinthal
Address- Dr. Weizmann
Report of activities of Emergency Committee- Mr. Neumann
- Dr. Goldmann
Key questions are to be asked from the floor by members of the
Energency Committee.




Dr. Wise said that he was authorized by the American Jewish Congress to
invite the Emergency Committee to join in the sponsorship of a meeting to be held
in Madison Square Oarden on Tuesday evening, July 21. The meeting was being
called for two purposes (2) to record our senseof desolation and horror at the
nass murder of Jews in Central and Eastern Burope and (b) to demand df Great
Britain and the United States that under no eircumstances shall the ¥ishuv suffer
the same fate.

The Congress had decided to invite the three bodies now in the General
Jewish Oouncil to participate in the meeting and join in the sponsorship.
Mr. Waldman, on behalf of the General Jewish Council, had telephoned to inform
Dr. Wise that the Oouncil had decided on the following actiont (a) to issue an
appeal to the Synagogue Council to call for special services on Tisha BlAvj
(bget.a prescnt a petition to the President of the United Stetes.

Dr. Wise further pointed out that the expense of the meeting would be from
gix to eight thousand dollars and organi ations participating in the sponsorship
would be expected also to participate proportionately to the expenses. Admission
charges might, perhaps, cover the expenses, but an immediate cash outlay was
necessary for renting the fGarden, etc. He proposed that the Emergency Committee
guarantec not less than $1,000 and should, through its constituent organizations,
attempt to sell tickels up to that amount.

Mrs. Epstein said that she did not believe Hadassah could successfully
sell tickets, but it would make an attempt. However, no commitment could be
made.

Mr. Lipsky pointed out that the financial participation of the various
organizatious would be merely a pguarantee against any deficit, which would be
met on a basis proportionate to the amount contributedj the same arrangement
would hold if there were any profit over and above expenses.

It was agreed that the Emergency Committee accept the invitation to par-
ticipate in the sponsorship of the Madison Square Garden meeting of the American
Jewish Congress and to underwrite any loss to the extent of $1,000, the loss to
be shared proportionately by all participating organizations. The Emergency
Committee is to advance the &1,000 igmediately, and to call upon its constituent
organizations to participate in the sale of tickets.

Mr. Lourie pointed out, in this connection, that there was less than
$2,000 left in the treasury for July ahd August. However, further nonies are due
from the Keren Hayesod.

Mr. Lipsky propceed that Mr. Szold, the treasurer, call a meeting of the
heads of the Funds to discuss further the budget of the Emergency Comnittee.

BUDGET

Mr. Neumann, in the absence of Mr. Szold, read the attached memorandum
on the budget, which had been previously circulated to the Office Uommittee.
Mr. Neumann said that the Emergency Committee had been operating on a "shoe- .-
string" and that the budget was in no way commensurate with the work to be done.
Dr. Weizmann had repeatedly urged that a political fund be created. Mr. Neumann
himself had prepared a budget last fall to the amount of $280,000 but no action
had been taken and no provision made to secure an adequate budget.
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The committee which had met proposed that the responsibility of meeting the
budget must be shared by all organizations or institutions which raise funds for
Palestine, including Hadassah and Gewerkshaften, on a pro-rata basis, and
Mr. Neumann believed that the principle involved should be discussed by the Office
Comnittee. The suggestion had been made by the budget committee that each organ-
1zation contribute to the budget of the Emergency Committee to the extent of 5%.

Mrs. Jacobs said she believed every one agreed on the necessity of expanding
the political program of the Emergency Committee and:Becuring an adequate budget
for it. Up to now, she considered that the work had been carried in an irrespon«
sible way, in view of the critical situation, But, she believed, in order to work
out a program, a committee of the four orgenizations must meet to consider the
whole proplem.

Mr. Lipsky said that the Emergency Committee represented all the parties
and should be able to reach a decision on this question which would be binding on
all narties, namely, to tax all collections for Palestine for the political work
in fmerica.

Mrs. Epstein said that ther: was no point in agreeing on a principle,
unless its practicability were determined. Hadassah, for example, would have to
change its 100% clause to meet this new situation. Mrs. Epstein said she did not
know what position Hadaesah would take, but she was certain it would require a |-
long and thorough discussion by the National Board.

Mr. Neumann said that the responsibility for a budget for political activiy
can no longer be evaded or postponed. He proposed that a small committee of the
Office Committee prepare a statement internreting the budget committee's memoran-
dum, which should be presented to the executive committees of the various organ-
izations,

Mr. Lipsky emphasized the necessity of the Emergency Conmittee itself adopt
ing a decision in respect to this matter, before presenting it to the various
organizations.

Dr. Goldstein proposed that the meeting which Mr. Neumann reported be consi-
dered a preliminary meeting with the heads of the Funds, and that anothor meeting
be called with the heads of the Funds and representatives of the four parties.

Mr. Neumann explained that the meeting which e reported had met to consider only
the immediate financial situation, but had found itself involved in a discussion of
the entire progron and fihmncing of the politicel work of the Energency Committea.
He made the following alternative proposals:
(g) That the Emergency Committee demand from the Funds a contribution to the
political work,
(b) That the whole question be discussed at the full meeting to be held
that night,
(¢) That the question be considered at a meeting of the representatives of
the four orgenizations, the officers of the Emergency Committee, and the heads of
the Funds.

Mrs. Epstein made a motion to accept Mr. Neumann's third proposal, and the
motion was unanimously carried. It was further agreed, upon Mr. Neumann's suggest-
ion, that the matter be discussed at the full meeting that evening.

Judge Levinthal reported a request from the Order Sons of Zion for an obser—
ver to attend meetings of the Emergency Committee. It was agreed to grant this
request and to so inform the Order Sons of Zion. N0




CONFIDENTIAL __#77

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE
AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

A meebing of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Commi ttee for
Zionist Affairs was held on Wednesday, July 15, 1942 at 4 p.m, at 41 E. 42nd St.

PRESENT; Dr. Wise (presiding)s; Mrs. Epstein, Mrs, Jacobs, Mr. Ben-Zvi, Mr. Bublick,
Mr. Cruso, Mr. Furmansky, Rabbl Gold, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Lipsky, Mr.S5zold,
Mr. Wertheim; Mr. Ben-Gurion, Dr. Goldmann.

BY INVITATIONg Mr. Daniel Frisch, Indianapolisy Judge Rosenblatt.
My,Fisherjir. Neumann, Mr, Schulson, Mr. Shetzer, Mr. Weisgal.

MADISON SQUARE GARDEN MEETING

The Treasurer was authorized to pay the sum of $1,000 to the American Jewish
Congress representing the contribution of the Emergency Committee toward its share
of the expenses for the Madison Square Garden meeting on July 21, as decided at
the meocting of July 8.

The Chalirman sald ho wanted again to make it quite clear that the meoting would
not be a Zionist meeting and would not call for a Jewish Army. It is to be a
meeting of protest and sorrow at the fate of the Jews in Burope and a demand will
bé made that the Yishuv shall not be compelled to suffer the same fate. It was to
hgva}-bﬂﬂfd under the auspices of the American Jewish Congrese, B'nal Brith and the

Jowish Labor Committee. The Emergency Committee had been invited to participate
in tho sponsorship and Dr. Wise expressed the hope that he had made explicit the
charactor of the meoting so that there would be no misunderstandings or disappoint..
ments when it was found to be not a specifically Zionist meeting.

Mr. Furmansky proposed, on behalf of Hashomer Hatzair, that the Zionist groups
participating in tho sponsorship of the meeting, circulate their own advance pro-
paganda and publicity of a specifically Zionist character. It was pointed out
that at the provious 0ffice Committee meeting, it had already been agroed that tho
four parties reprasented in the Emergency Committee sell tickets and take the
responsibility for urging their members to participate.

Dr. Goldstein oxpreossed the opinion that from the Zionlst point of view the
meeting would be bound to prove a disappointmont and many Zionists will feel leot
down., However, ho rocognized that it is impossible to satisfy evoryone in a
meoting of this kind, He said that he porsonally felt it might havo been wiser
had the Emergoncy Committce withdrawn from the sponsorship of the moeting, inasmuck
a8 the lack of its spocific Zionist character might subject the Emergency Committoc
to considerable ombarrassment. However, he made no recommendation, and said he
was mercly oxprossing a personal opinion.

Mr, Worthoim sald he believed that a demand that Palestine be safeguarded from
the samo fate as had bofallon Buropean Jewry, tantamount to a requost for a Jewish
Army to defend Palestine.

It was agrood that the Emorgoncy Committeec abide by its previous decision to
participate in tho sponsorship of thoe Madison Square Garden meeting called by the
American Jewish Congress and that the constituent organizations should do what-
ever thoy could to secure the attondance of their members.
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DEFENSE FUND

Mr. Bon-Gurion roported that at a meeting of the leaders of the Zionist
movenent in America he had been authorized to pledge, on their bechalf, that the
sun of IP, 50,000 would bo sent to Palestine on July 14. Tho ILP. 10,000 contri-
bution of Hadassah had alrcady been cabled, but the LP., 40,000 pledged beyond
that had not yot been soni. He urged that it bo sont immediately,

There followod a lengthy discussion on the sources for securing the
LP. 40,000 for immediate transmission. In this comnection Mr. Montor reported
that Rabbi Silver had telophoned and requested him to transmit his nossage to the
neeting as followsy

Rabbi Silver said that the pledge made to Palestine must be honored, It
had been thought that to meet the pledge, the money might be borrowed fronm the
UPA and Rabbi Silver was prepared to use his authority to direct that the money
be forwarded fron tho UPA troasury,

The following tolegran addressed by Rabbi Sidver to Judge Rosenblatt or
Dr, Goldstein was reads

Iuly 15, 1942

"OUR COMMITHENT TC EINGURION AT MEETING LAST WEDYICDAT 00N WAS CLEAR AND
UNCONDITIONAL, BE{NGURION 1i4S AUTHORIZED TO CARLE PALITST (I TEAT $ 160,000 VOULD
BE CABLZD ON TUESDAY AND THAD UPA WOULD SUPPLEMENT BY LOAL .WOTm 70 BY. RAISED
AT MONDAY AFTERNOQN MEETING, THE FACT THAT ONLY SMALT STM Wil REALIZED AT MONDAY
MEETING DOES NOT MFFECT TEZ SITUATION AND NO LEGAL TECHEIICALITINS SHOULD RE
INVOKED TO DELAY ACTION, WAYS WillL HAVE TO BE FOUND TO RAISA FROI PRIVATE SOURCES
AS MUCH OF THIS SUM AS POSSIBLE, WE SHOULD NOT CONFUSE OUR FRIENDS IN PALESTINE
OR GO BACK ON OUR OWN PLEDGES KINDEST REGARDS

AEBA HILLEL SILVER™

Mr. Montor warned that once money was borrowed fron the KH and EXL; treasu-
ries it would be almost impossible to pay 1t back by an appeal to the public.
Ho said that ho did not believe a soparato campaign, such as had been contemplated,
would bring in large suns of monoy for defense, Tho UJA allotment cormittee was
to neet shortly and would be presented with a cable fron Eliezer Kaplan outlining
Palestine!s spocial war needs, The chances of securing the additional million
dollars requested in Mr. Kaplan's cable, depend on being able to prove our wil.
lingness that tho UJA shall be the only source from vhich that money is to be
raised, Mr. Montor recalled the disappointing response to various provious plans
for raising additional monios for Palestino through special appeals and loans
and urged that tho future collections of the KH and EEL be not jeopardized by tho
inauguration of a separate campalgn now.

Mr. MontoP also explained that without specific instructions fron both
the KX and the XH, the UPA had no authority cither to get a loan fron the bank or
to send the money from its treasury,

Mr, Szold proposed that tho UPA nmight be authorized to borrow tho monoy
if directed by tho Energency Cormittee,
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It was the consensus of opinion that the chances of repaying a bank loan
nado by the UPA wero groator than repaying money sent frem availeble funds,

After considorablo discussion, it was docided that the Emergency Cormitteo
request the Keren Haoyosod and the Keron Kaycmeth to cable $80,000 respectively
to Palestine to meet tho pledge. It is understood, however, that this ronoy
is to be repaid to those treasuries and is to bo considored only in the naturec

of a loan.

A discussion then followed on the question of sccuring further funds for
the defense of Palestine,

Mrs, Epstein reportod, on behalf of Hadassah, a strong sentinent in favor
of sccuring the sympathy and cooperation of the UJA in any appeal for additional
fu.ndB.

Dr. Goldnann again urged that at least a million dollars be raised., He
agrood that the WA should be approached and proposed that it be asked for a
special appropriation for the defense of Palestine. It night oven be possible
to secure suppleonoentary monies fron Welfare Funds, He suggestod that the Office
Cormittoe appoint a cormitteo to negotiate with the WA and tho Welfare Funds
and report its findings.

Dr., Goldstein pointed out that money securcd fron the TJA or Welfare
Funds would mercly increase tho share of the WA in the armunt of noney raised
and would not ropresent extra monies over and above normal collections, such
as had been conterplated.

Mr, Woisgal sald that in his opinion the WA could hardly resist the clanor
of popular opinicn among Ziondsts for a separato campalgn to ncet the nceds of
Palestine at this moment of throatened Nazi invasion. Ho proposed that the
situation be described to tho WA and folt confidont that their permission for
a spocial caopalgn oould be sccurod.

Rabbl Gold said he bolieved that a separate campalgn would also strengthon
the morale of the Zionlst movement in Americo and that this should not be lost
sight of in discussing nethods of sccuring an additional mlllion dollars.

It was the consensus of opinion that the first step in the raising of
a million dollar fund for the defense of Palestine was a discussion with the JDC
and UJA. 1If there is to be a separate carpalgn it should be with the consont and
good will of these two bodles.

It was agreed that a cormdttec be appointed to discuss the matter with the
JDC and WA in the light of the various proposals and suggestions mado, This
cormittoe is to be orpowered to convene the Office Corrdttec at its discretion
to dlscuss the trond of the negotiations. The committee is composed of Mrs.
Epstein, Mr. Fisher, Rabbi Gold, Rabbl Goldstein, Mr, Lipsky, Mr. Lifshitz,
Mr. Montor, Judge Rosenblatt, Mr. Rosoff, Rabbi Silver, Mr. Shorman Shulnan,
Mr. Sﬂﬂld, Mr. Wﬂiﬂgal and Mr, Wnrthaml

BUDGET

It was decided that a discussion of the budgot should be on the agonda for
the next meeting. Mr. Hanlin, to represcnt the Gewerkschaften campaign and
Judge Rosenblatt as the chairman of the Keren Hayesod, are to be invited to
attend the nmeoting, M, C.




CONFIDENTIAL §#78

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTER
AMERTOAN BIERCERNCY COMATTTER FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

A meeting of the Office Committee of ‘the American Emergency Committee for
Zionist Affairs was held on Wednesday, July 22, at 4300 P. M., at 41 E. 42nd 5%,

PRESENTs Judge levinthal (presiding)s Mrs., Epstein, Mr. Gellman, Rabbi Gold,
Mr, Greenberg, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Lipsky, Mr., Szold, Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise.
Dr, Goldmann, :

BY INVITATIONs Mrs, Archibald Silverman,

MADISON SQUARE GARDEN MEETING

Dr. Wise reported that the meeting held the previous evening in Madison
Square Garden had been gomerally successful, In Mr, Ben-Curion's opinion the
message sent by the Prime Minister of England was very valuable inasmach as it
was the first public reference to the participation of the Jews of Palestine in
the war effort.

The expenses for the meeting had been approximately $7,000, but the
financial accounts were not yet prepareod.

Mrs. BEpstein doplored the fact that the Emergenay Committee had contributed
a thousand dollars as its share in the expenses of tho meeting.

In this connection Mr. Szold pointed out that he had issued the cheek for
$1,000 because he had been so instructed, but he believed it wrong to have voted
the money in view of the lack of funds in the treasury, After this week there
will be only $385.00 in the treasury, not enough to meet the payroll. Ho had,
however, assumed that the Emorgoncy Committee would receive some recognition as
one of the sponsors of the meeting, but it had not.

Dr, Goldmann pointed out that all the releases sent out to tho newspapers
had mentioned that the meeting was held under the auspices of the American Jewish
Congress, the B'nal Brith, the Jewish Labor Committec with the cooperation of the
Emergoency Committee and the Synagogue Council, but the press had all omitted
mention of the last two.

Mr, Lipsky recalled that when the $1,000 had been voted, Mr., Lourie had
pointed out the depleted state of the treasury, However, at that time it had been
said that the balance of the money due from the Funds to the Emergency Oommittee
should be called for.

It was agreed to postpone further discussion of the thousand dollar contri~
bution to the Madison Square Garden meeting until the account of the expenses 1s
prepared,

Dr. Goldmann said that the matter of securing the money for the budget of
the Emergency Committee from the Funds had been repeatedly discussed, The Funds
take the position that the fiscal year from Jamuary to Jamuary, whereas we had
reckoned on the fiscal year as from October to October, and the matter has never
been satisfactorily straightened out.

Mr, Szeld sald that a letter had already been written requesting the Funds
for the balance of the money due.
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Mr. Iipsky proposed that the proper authorities of tho Emergency Cormittco
should teke steps to get tho money due it from the KEKL and the KH., Ho suggesied
specifically that Judgo Lovinthal got in touch with Dr. Goldstoin and Judge Roson-
blatt and request immediate payment of thoe funds due tho Emergency Committoe.

Judge Levinthal agrced to do this,

Mr. Szold suggested that the heads of the KE,. the KH and the UPA be
invitod to attend the next moefing of the 0ffice Committee which should be devoted
to a discussion of the budgot. It was agreed to do this.

DEFENSE FURD

Mr, Lipsky reported that at a mceting of tho sub-comrdttee to dlscuss tho
matter of the defense fund for Palestine, the following docisions had boen mades
A comprchensive, cloar statoment of the demands should be drawm up. Mr. Montor
was to arrange for a meeting with the JDC and the UJA. The position to be taken
was that Zionists were confronted with an cmergoncy demand for funds. They have
no option tut to go out and raise the moneys it would, however, be desirable if the
monecy could be raisod without a separate campaign. An effort should be made to
secure a contribution from the JDC substantial emough so that, in addition to the
money which can be raisod among Zionists, no campaign will be necessary.

Mr. Woisgal supplemented Mr. Lipsky!s report by saying that Mr. BoneGurion
was to have preparcd a memorandum setting forth the facts of the military situation
in Palestine, Mr. Weisgal, Mr. lMontor and Mr, Shulman had been appointod as an
editorial committoc to proparo a statoment on tho basis of Mr, Ben-Gurion'!s memo-
randun, vhich had not yet been recoived,

Judge Levinthal read tho following mimute on negotiations in regard to the
Defense Fundg

July 21, 1942
MEMD RANDUM

TO AIERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COMIITTES
FROM JUDGE DOUIS E. LEVINTHAL

On Friday, July 17th, I was informed by Mr. Hyman Schulson of the tcle
phone conversation with Dr. Silver, following his roceipt of tho tolegram which
was sent by the Emergoncy Committee in Dr. St¢ephen Wieo!s and my name to Dr, Jonah
B. Wise and to Dr. Silver,

I was informed that Dr. Silver advised that the J.D:C. reprosontatives
should be interviewed at the earliest possible moment.

I called tho J. D, 0. office and was informed that Mr., Baorwald had loft
for Elberon, ¥. J. and was not expected to return until Wednesday, the 22nd, I
then arranged a meeting for Mr. Ben Gurion and myself with Joseph Hyman and Moses
Leavitt at tho J.D.C. offices for Monday, July 20, at 11300 A.M,
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The meeting was held as arranged and lastod until about 12¢30. Dr. Kahn
joined us shortly after thoe conforence began.

Mr. Ben Gurion presontod a clear picturo of tho situation confronting tho
Yishuv, and submitted a request for the immediate romittance by the J.D.C., outl
of its own funds, of $200,000 to Palestine,

The J.D.0. represontatives wanted to know what the Zionists of America wore
planning to do, We informed them that $200,000 had already boon sent last weel:
to Palestine == $40,000 by Hadassah and $160,000 by the other groups. TWo also
told them that the Yishuv itself was determdned to raise a million dollars to ncel
the cmorgency and that American Jewry was expected at least to match this sum.

Our plea appeared to be received sympathetically., Mr. Leavitt inquired ns
to the present J.N.F. land purchasing progran, Mr. Ben Gurion oxplained that in
the pecent past and for the immediate future new land purchasss were made only
in strategic sectors of the country and that such purchases were essential for
defense,

Mr. Hyman stated that the transportation of refugees still coming to
America every month, and other vital items of the J.D 0. program, exhauded all
available cash funds., Mr. Ben Gurion pointed out that the J.D.C. might borrow to
help meet the Palestine emergency situation, in reliance upon the generosity of
American Jews,

We were told that the officers of the J.D.C. would meet some time before
Friday, July 24th, - perhaps, evon tomorrow (Tuesday, July 21st)., We were assured
we would be informed promptly of any decision reached at such meeting.

Enowing that Dr, Silver was likely to attend theo mooting of the U.J.A.
Executive Committeo on Friday, July 24th, I suggested that possibly a fuller meote
ing with the officers of the J.D.C. and reprosentatives of the Zionist group nmight
be held earlier that day. Mr., Eyman stated that Dr. Silverts prosence was essonte
ial if any such nmeeting was to be arranged. The advisability of holding such a
neeting would be considered by the officers of the J.D.C. at their meeting,

The office had subsoquently been informed that Mr, Baerwald, Mr, Leavitt
and Mr, Hyman could meet with our representatives on Friday, July 24, at twolve
o'clock, .Judge Levinthal, Mr. Ben-Gurion and Rabbi Silver agreed to go., On Mr,
Lipsky's suggestion, it was decided that Mr. Herman Shulman bo invited to accone
pany themn,

BUDGET

Mrs. Epstein reported that at THE LAST MEETING of the National Board the
mattor of the budget for the Emergency Committece had been discussed and the pro-
posal to tax collections for that purpose considered, Such a tax would break
Hadassah's 100% clause, which, in any case, could not bo done without Comvention
action, The only action takon by Hadassoh was to appoint a cormittee to consider
the whole problem and all its implications,
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Tho suggestion had been tentatively raised by Hadassah that shekel monoy
might be used to provide the budget for political work in Anerica.

Dr. Goldmann pointed out that shekel monoy could be allocated only by tho
World Zionist Exccutive and that it would be complotoly undisciplined for any
country itself to docide the disposition of shekol monoy,

Mrs, Jacobs sald that a discussion of the whole situation in all its
aspects was imperative, The major rosponsibility for political work now lies ir
the United States and tho wholo question must be discussed fron that point of view
as 1t relatos to the budgot for political work and tho allocation of shokel monoj-

Dr, Wise said that using shekel money as we belicve to be proper was a
step no more radical than the setting up of the Emorgency Comnittoo itself,

Mr. Lipsky pointed out that the soparato organizations aro not subject to
the jurisdiction of the World Zionist Bxocutive as to tho disposition of their
funds, but that the Keron Hayesod and Keren Eayemeth were, He did not believe
that the KX smd the X¥ should bo owerpt from being taxed for political work, tut
pointed out that any position they may take would have to be ratified by Jerusalem,
He further emphasized that the organizations should bo confronted with a decision
of the Frergency Committee on the general principle of the taxation of collections,
with which thoy night agree or disagroe.

It was decided that this question was tied up with the discussion of tho
budget which would be tho first iten on the agenda of the next neeting.

MINUTES

Mr, Szold proposed that the minutes of the 0ffice Committeo be sent to
the nombers of the full comrdttee.

There was some discussion as to the wisdon of this procedure. Mr. Worte
hein recalled a previous suggestion made by hin to sond a monthly summary of the
mimtes of the Office Cormittee to the mormbers of the full cormittee, It was
pointed out that in effoct such a summary would contain almost the same informa-
tion as the ninutes of the full emorgency corrdttee whore summary reports of the
activities of the 0ffice Conmittce were nade.

Mr. Szold then moved his original proposal to send the 0ffice Cormittee
onimites to the full cormitteo,

The notion was anonded as followss Tho mimutos of the Office Cornmittea
should be edited by an cditorial cormittee with a view to preparing thenm for
circularization among the merbors of the full conmittes.

Mr, Szold did not accopt this amendment,
~ Yo decision was taokon, but it was gonerally ngroed that, in any case,

an editorial cormittce of two or three persons should be appointed to edlt the
mimltﬂﬂg
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MRS, SILVERMANW'S REPORT

Mrs. Silverman, vho had just roturnod from a trip to England on bohalf of
the Kercn Hayosod, roported on the Zionist situation thero.

She sald that Mr. Lockor had beon succeossful in ostablishing excellent
relations with the labor groups in England sad with government officials,
Efforts wore being made to have the Zionist case on the ajoafa of orgonizatiors
noeting to consider postewar plans. Sho horsolf had had -nicrviews with Loz
Crenbourne, with Mr, Winant, Mr, Cazalot and othors and had boen overywhore
cordially received. She had also not tho Lord Mayors of fivo cities, and all of
then had oxpressed tholr sympathy with tho idea of a Jowish Army for Palestire,
She deplored the fact that there socomed to bo o rise of antl-Senitisn in Engloniea

The Zionists in England wore eager to be active, btut thoy were disorganl..
zod, under-panned and undor-staffed, Wherevor she went, lMrs. Silvernan said,
the Zionist corrmnities were eager to contribute and to got Zionist informatlon.
The Keren Hayesod goal of IP. 100,000 had beon oversubscribed by ILP. 10,000,
and the campaign for next year had been inamgurated., Tho British Zionlsts were
grateful that America had sont Dr. Silver and Mrs, Silvernan and expressed tho
hope that other visitors fron America night be able to visit then,
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MI OF OFFL COMMIT
MEETING
AMERTICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AWFAIRS

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee
for Zionist Affairs was held on Wednesday, September 2, 1942, at 4:00 o'eclock
at 41 Bast 42nd Street.

PRESENT: Judge Levinthai (presiding) ‘Miss Banjamiﬁ, Mr. Buhlick, Mrs, Eps%ain.
Rabbi Gold, Dr. Goldstein, Mr, Lipsky, Mrs, Shulman, Mr, Szold, Mr.
Wertheim, Dr, Wise _ :

Dr. Goldmann, Mr, Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr, Weisgal

REPCRT OF SUB-COMMITTEE ON ZIONIST FEDERATION

Judge Levinthal reported on a meeting of the sub~committee appointed to consider
the question of an American Zionist Federation. There were present Mrs. Epstein,
Mr, Ben=Gurion, Prof, Fineman, Ratbil Kirshblum, Judge Levinthal, Judge Rothenberg,
Mr. Lourie, and a full discussion had taken place. The sub~committee had not
reached any formal decision but it was recognized that the majority of its
members were against the Federation proposal, and it had been agreed that they
should report back to their organizations and that there should be a further
meeting of the sub~committee if any one of the members felt that it would be
desirable and useful to reconvene.

D NES

Judge Levinthal read the following report which had been received from Jerusalem
with reference to the conversation between Dr, Magnes and Auni Abdul Hady:

"Magnes has awoken anew to political activity. He met Auni Abdul Hady
and Khaldi, the director of the Arab seminar, to discuss peace. Auni
asked him whom he represented, as the Agency does not recognize him,
Magnes replied that if he could get a good proposal from the Arabs many
would follow him, Magnes then developed his plan for a bi=national
state in an Arab Federation. Auni replied that federation was an
internal Arab matter and Jows ought not to interfere. Magnes ex—
plained that the Jews may help in the establishment of a foderation,
Khaldi romarked that he prefers an Arab State in Palestino oven without
a foderation. Magnes asked whether they would agree to the partici-
pation of Jews and Arabs in administrative tasks in govermmental non=
political departments., Auni roplied that he does not carc but this

has nothing to do with the question.

"The information rocoived on thesc conversations is piccemcal but
trustworthy,"

The Committee was informed that the next meeting of the full Committoe is sched-
uled for Wednesday night, Septomber 9th, and that as agrecd at the last mecting,
the question of Dr. iagnoes would be one of the first items on the agenda.

There was some discussion with iagard to tho contonts of a resolution to be
submitted to the full Committece. It was agreed that the proposed resolutlon shoull
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include two main pointsi

(a) That the Emergency Committec reaffirms the Biltmore program
and dissociates itself from the proposals put forward by the
Ichud.,

(1) That tho Zmergency Cormittee condemns the undisciplined action
of Dr, Lagnes in undortaking a separate political activity
outside of and in conflict with that of the Jewish Agency.

1t was pointod out in this connection that Dr, Magnos was perfectly entitled to
propagatc his ideas within the movement but that his present action was quite
differont and was harmful to the Zionigt body politic, It was agreed that the
chairman appoint a committoe to draft a rosolution ocmbodyling these two points and
also to considor other possible actlion,

NON-2I ONISTS

The chairman read a letter from Mr. Bon=Gurion reporting conversations with two
members of the Amorican Jewish Committoo,

Aftor some discussion of tho points in this letter, it was agreod that Dr. Wise,
the chalrman of the sub=committce on negotiatioms with the non=Zionists, be re=
quested to resume the discussions with tho American Jowish Committco in the
light of tho Information roceived. He 1s,at his dlscretion,to convone the large
sub=committce for consultation or the small sub~commlttce with tho members of
the American Jeowish Committec within the noxt fortnight,

PALESTINE DEFENSE FUND

A momorandum from the JNF with roference to $160,000. advanced by the KH and tho
KK as a loan in rospect of the proposed defense fund was roported to the Committac.
The JNF stated that it was understood that all funds to be raiscd for Vead
Bitachon would be applied toward the payment of that loan, and the request was
made that arrangoments be made at oncoe to ligquidato the debt as soon as possible.

Mr, Lourle said that ho had discussed the matter with the Vaad Bitachon, which
took the position (a) that thoy had nover beon consulted with regard to this
special fund, and (b) that their collections were exclusively for Hagannsh, They
recognized no obligation to repay to the Funds the sums borrowed for the spoeial
defense funde.

Following a long discussion it was agrced that tho matter was primarily n book=
keeping one for the Exccutive, and that arrangements should be made in Palestine
for repayment of tho JNF loan, 4n offort to carmark Vaad Bitachon moneys here
for loan ropayments might do harm to the collections of that body,

It was furthor stated that of tho $9,000, promised by individunl donors at tho
meeting at the Commodore with Dr, Woizmann and Mr, Bon=Gurion, only $1,000, had
actually been recoived despito reminders, It was rocommended and agroed that inas~
much as those contributions had beon pledged on the assumption that a special cam~
palgn was %o be undortaken which had not, in fact, been carried out, tho donors
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should be informed that they would not be held bound by their pledges and that
such moneys as had been received would be returnables Should they nevertheless
wish to abide by their pledges, the money would, of course, be gladly received
and transmitted to Palestine for the purpose intended.

It was pointed out on behalf of Hadassah that $40,000 had been contributed by
Hadassah for defense needs in the hope and belief that other funds would be
forthcoming on the basis of that initial contribution. The chairman,in express—
ing appreciation of Hadassah's contribution, pointed out thaiywhile no campaign
among private individuals was being undertaken, the $200,000. from the JDC and
the advance by the Funds for defense needs had been stimulated by Hadassah's

own prompt response, the question of a special grant from the allocations
committee was further still being pursued.

REPORT re PUBLICATIONS, etc.

My. Neumann reported the following:

l, Dr. Lowdermilk'!s book is nearing completion., He had been assisted in
getting together his matcerial by Mr. Revusky and Mr, Baroway. The book is
wider in scope than had originally teen contemplated and includes a chapter on
a development scheme to be called "The Jordan Valley Authority". It is hoped
that the Vice=Presidont will write tho introduction to the book,

Mr. Neumann suggested that a small farowoll gatharing'ho arranged for Dr,
Lowdermilk beforc his departure for China in the fall,

2, Professor Harlow!s book prosenting the Zionist case to Christians is almost
completod.

3. Tentative arrangements had been made with Mr, Das for a 125 page book on tho
Near East.

4, Mr, Noumann's article on the Noar East had been roprinted from the "Free
World*, 4n article by Mr. Iipsky "Our Unnamed Ally" appoaring in tho current
issue of the "Free World" will also be reprinted.

5« Mr. Noumann also reported on the possibility of organizing undor tho aus-—
pices of tho American Council on Public Affairs a Near Bast Institute.

6. & mooting was to be held with tho publicity directors of the constituont
organizations and of the Funds to discuss appropriate ways of commemorating tho
<oth Anniversary of the Balfour Declaration,

the
7« Mr., Neumann was asked to discuss with Mr, Lourie and Mr, Szoldyfinancinl
aspects of bringing within the current budget an exponditure of $8,000 to $9,000
for a Quarterly. '

STATEMENT BY ANTI-ZIONIST REFORM RABBIS

This matter was referred to a committoe composed of Rabbi Bernstoin as
chairman, Rabbi Steinberg, Dr. Goldstcin and Mr, Neumann,
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POLISH REFUGEES IN IRAN

It was reported that a cable had been received from Palestine from the terms
of which it appeared that a new batch of 800 Jewish refugees from Poland had
reached Iran via Turkestan, Included were 500 children between the ages of

10 and 15, Efforts were being made to obtain certificates to Palestine for
these children who lacked food, clothing and shelter. The Iraq Government was
raising difficulties with regard to transit, and it was proposed that the
American Government be asked to facilitate their passage to Palestine by ar~
ranging for them to travel by air.

It was agreed that the State Dopartment be asked to intervene with the Iraq
consulate here with a view to securing transit visas and the possibility of
arranging for transporation in American planes for the 500 children be also
raised with the Department.

AUDITOR!'S REPCRT

The treasurer reported that he had received the accountant's report on the
financial status of the Emergency Committee for the first six months of 1942,
The report is on file in the office,

4. L.
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JINUTES OF MEETING
AERICAN B ERGENCY CCIZi{TTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

Soptomber 9, 1942

A mcoting of the American Emorgeney Committoo for Zionist Affairs was held
on Wodnosday night, Septcmbor 9, 1942, at 8330 P.M.

PRESENT: ir, Lipsky (prdsiding)s; Mr. Bublick, lirs. Epstein, Mr. Furmansky,
Mrs, Jacobs, Rabbi EKowalsky, Miss Leibel, Mr, llorcminski, Rabbi Porl..
zwolg, lrs. Pool, Judgo Roscnblatt, Mrs. Schoolman, iirs. Shulman,
Mrs, Szold , Mr. Wertholm;

lir. Ben=Curion, lir. lLourio, lr. WNoumann, lir. Woilsgal.

REPORT ON OFFICE COIMITTEE ACTIVITIES

Ur. Noumann roported as follows on tho rocont activitiocs of tho 0ffico
Commi ttoo,

2 Defonsc Fund.

In response to an appoal from the Yishuv for additional funds for defonse
nceds Hadassah hod contributed $40,0003 $160,000 had boon borrowed from the
troasurios of the Kercon Hayosod and Koron Kayomoth, and $200,000 had been con-
trivutod by tho JDC., making a total of $400,000. It 1s also contomplated that
additional funds may be socurod from tho UJA on the basis of tho spoecial ncods
and roquiroments of Palestino,

2e ot.

A proposed budget of $250,000 had boen considercd by the Office Committoe
and approved on goneral lines if funds could be obtained. The suggostion that
the budget be met by a pro-rata tax on all funds raised for Palestine had been
considerdd, and reforred back to the bodies concorned for consideration.

Be ladison Square Garden Rally,

The Enmorgoncy Committce had giveon its ecoporation to tho Amorican Jewish
Congress for its ladison Square Gardon Rally.

4, Jovish lilitary Force.

The British had approved the fornmation of Jewish and Arab battalions
within a Palestine ro giment. Efforts for a Jowish Arn;” wore boing continued,
Tho State Dopartment had rocecived ond requestod information on tho military
situation in Polostine from the Amorican Consul in Jorusalem, who had socurecd
full and frank information from lr. Shortok.

Efforts for gaining tho sympathy of tho American Governmont for spoody
and full mobilization of the Jews of Palestine had been continued,

ODe Litorature,

Profossor Lowdermilk!s book is nearing completion. It contains a vory
intoresting and stimlating chapter on an engincoring scheme to be kmowm as the
Jordan Valley Authority.
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Prof., Harlow's book, presenting Zionisnm from the Christian point of viow, is
also nearly ready for publication,

A good deal of pamphlet material had beon issued recently including United
Nations mossages at the American Palestine Cormittee dinner, Dr, Weizmann's
Forelgn Affairs article, Mr. Bon-Gurion%s Conforence Statement on Zionisn,
articles in the Free World by Mr. Lipsky and himself, and a reprint of a speoch
by Mr, Frank E. Gannett.

B Non-Zionists

The situation scems to bo that within the American Jewish Committee there
is a group preparocd to adopt the Palestine formla accepted by us, Hovwever,
there is another group within the AJC opposed to an agroement with Zionists
on those terms. Dr. Wise, as chairman of the negotiating conmitteo, has been
authorized to convene a nooting as soon as the Anerican Jowish Cormittee
representatives are roady to roport progress.

Te Anti-Zionist Hebbis.

Declaretions against the statoment issued by the Anti-Zionist Rabbis are
in prepz.: "ion, one to bo signed by Reforn rabbis and the other by Orthodox
and Conservative rabbis.

8, 3Balfcur Day 19

Plans for the observance of the 25th anniversary of Balfour Day have been
worked out and will be submitted to the Office Conmmittce,

9, Rofugees in Iran,

Efforts are being nade to arrange for tho transfer to Paloestine of a nmanber
of Polish Jovish refugees stranded in Iran, and the Committee is in touch with
Hadassah and the JDC in this connoction.

10. Je@ish Arny Connittee,

In connection with lir, Noumann's roport reference was nade to the activities
of the Jewish Army Cormittee, It was agrecd to pursuc Mr, Wolsgalls proposal
for tho preparation of a "Zionist White Book" reporting on Zionist efforts in
London and Anmerica towards securing a Jewish Arny for the defonso of Palestine.

Mr. Ben~Gurion rnpértad on recent develeopnents in the intornal millitary
situation in Palestine,

l. Ho explaincd the significnnce of the new Palestine regiment vhich wos
to include Jewish and Arab battalions and indieated the difference between
tho word "rogimdnt" as used in this country and in England. In Amerieca, a
reginent is a unit of 4 definito numerienl strongthy in England reginent is
a unit designating a name ~— 6.8, The &ld Strean Guards, the Royal Fusiliors,
ete., and can bo corposed of any number of ren.

2s Information roceived here indicated that -t was intended that thero
shall be at first four Jewish battalions and one Arab dbattalion. Battalions
are to be for infantry sorvice and the prescnt Jewish tochnical units are
8till to contimue in scattered companies, There are now twelve Jevish infantry
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corpanios and an additional oight aro nocessary in order to have four battalions
Tho governnent oxpects at least half of the Jowish onlistces to go into tochnie-
al scrvices.

3. All officors! ranks will be opened to Jows. Therc wore at presont
oajors in tho Jowish units, and it was oxpoctod that tho first Jowish solonol
7ould be noninated shortly,

Dr, MAGNZS

M¥r. Iourio rcportod the rocomendation of tho 0ffice Oommittco that a
resolution dissoclating oursclves fron the nevly formod "Ichud" party bo adoptod
by the full cormitteo, He read a draft of tho rosolution propared by o sub-
cormittoo of tho 0ffice Committeo as follows:

1, Tho Anorican Energency Cormittoc for Zionist Affairs
tokes note of tho report of the fornation undor the
lcadorship of Dr. Judah L. Mognes of a political group
in Palostino salled "Ichud", which socks to conduct a
scparatist - ™" political activity outside the ranks
of tho organizcd Zionist rovomont and doos not rocog-
nize the authority of tho duly clecetod Zionist
loadorship.

The Anorican Enoergoncy Connmittce for Zionist Affoirs
dissociatos itsolf fronm the vicows of this group and
roaffirns tho resolution adopted unaninously at the
oxtraordinary Zionist Confecronce held in Now York
City Moy 9, 1942, by tho Zionist Organlzation of
Anerica, Mizrachi and Poale Zion, to tho effect that
in ordor to solve tho problen of Jewish horelessnaess
"the gatos of Palostine be oponeds: that the Jewish
Agoney bo vostod with control ofimhigration inte
Palestine and with the nocossary cuthority for up-
building the country, including the devolopnent of 1ts
unoccupiod and uncultivotod landsg and that Palestine
bo ostablished as a Jewish Conmonwealth intograted
in tho structurc of tho now domocratic world,"

Tho Committeo rogards any’ scparatist political activite
los, such as those @hich this group is undortoking, as
disruptive of Zionist discipline, and destructive of the
solidarity of tho Jowish poople in thelr aspirations

to achieve o Jewish Cormonwealth in Palestine,

A Sorrmnication fron the Bxecutive, as follows, was also roads (See
Offico Conmittee Mimtes circulated horewith),

¥r, Gollmon askod that the following rosolution adoptod by Mizrachi be
rocorded: (Soo copy attached).

He further recommended on bechalf of Mizrachi that any rosolution passed ineclude

o roquost that Dr. Mognos bo asked to remign his post as head of the Hobrow
Univorsity.




Mimatos of Mooting #5654
Anor, Enorgoncs Comm, f, Zionist Affalrs =4 Sopt,.9,1942

Mrs. Schicolnan mado the following pointsi

1. She thought tho nogative connotations of the reselution as proposed
unviso,

: 2, Sho did not boliege thore wns sufficient cvidenco to prove that
Dr. Mognos had carried on political nogotiations as would warrant taking
action,

3, Sho bolieved that Zionist discipline donanded awaiting o statement
fron tho Jowish Agoney boforo issuing a rosolution hore,.

4. Sho roported that Hadonssah had eobled requests for informmtion on
tho nattor to Miss Szold and Dr. llognes. Roplics to tho offcet that inforno-
tion was boing airneilod had boon roceoived from both and Mss Szold had
requosted Hadassoh rmoanwhilo "to contimio to suspond judgnont." Sho sald she
thought action should be dolayed until tho lottors from Dr. Mognos and Mies
Szold had been received.

5., BSho sald that if any resolution werc passed, it should not bo ono
of disassoclation, but rathor of roaffirmation of tho resolution passed at
tho Biltoore, :

Mrs. Jacobs said it scomed to hor that tho tino had como <thon something
more ilrportant than a resolution should bo considored. Addreossing horsolf to
Anerican Zionists, sho said that Dr. liagnes! point of view was well kmowm,

A new clonent had como into the picture, namely that 80 or 100 peoplo had
net with hin, and supportod his point of viow, Sho beliovod, in tho light of
this dovolopnent, that it wos incurbont upon Anericaon Zionists to send a
corrission to Palestine to invos@iigate tho situation.

She rocalled that whon Mr. Rutonberg died she was rmoved by tho torns of his
will to foel that a cormission should have then been senty agoin vwhon lMiss
Szold had addressed an appeal to the Tishuv through tho press, a procooding
quito out of koeping with anything Miss Szeld would ordinarily do, sho had

folt that o Cormission should bo sent. Now sho was convincod that this fias
csscontial,

Robbi Gold nssortod that thoroe was ono cardinal point in tho questions
naroly, is it or is it not tolorablo that any individunl or group should con-
duct nogotiations with tho Arabs obout the futuro of Palestino, outside of the
Agoncy. If this is intolorablo then all othor argunents were beside the point,
As to ovidonce, Rabbi Gold contimuod, tho official rcports scnt by tho
Exocutivo constituted sufficiont ovidonco. Wo have not only tho right but
the duty to issuo a statooont,

Mr. Worthoin oxpressod the following points of viows
1, Mrs, Jacobs! proposal to sond a corrdssion to Palestine sounded

1iko a vory domocratic procedure, Actually, it scomod to hin both irrolevant
to the prosent issue and impracticadle,

2. Tho present problon was one for Anoricon Zionists, The people in
Polostino and here aro undor the irpression for nany roasons that Ancorican
Zionisn is behind tho Magnes proposal, It is ossontial that that irprossion
bo dispolled,
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3, The naneine-thoestrecet would certainly be confused by a public re-
affirnation of the Resolution ot tho Biltmore, which had nover beon challenged
oxcept by Dr. Mognos, if such o reaffirnation wns not linked with opposition
to the prineiples of the Ichud,

¥rs, Epstein snid she bolieved the argunont of incdequate evidonco
untonable, Dr, Mognes® position was woll knowm and ho had beon quotoed direct..
ly in the Times, Besides there wero the official corruniques fron the
Exccutive. We have kmown Dr. Mognes! viows for twenty years and wo cannot
accopt the Magnos point of viow now any more than we could then, She
belioved the resolution as pr-sented a good one and said that she could £ind
no validity to the arpunent that resclutions had to be positive assortions
To nane the ideas one fights agninst is as irportant as to nane the {hing
one is fighting for. It is unthinkoblc that a comridftee vhich has declared
i1ts0lf for o Jewish Cormdnwealth will not stato that it is agairsy a bi.
national state.

This, she contimued, is an Anorican problen., If we wore sorious about the
rosolution wo passod at the Biltmore and were responsible Zionlets. ihen.

as Anerican Zionists we had to moke our position clear., It is not a problon
for World Zionisn, bocause the strongth of Dr. Magnes' position is that

in Palestine he is thought to be representative of a large part of Ancrican
Jewry, and Anerican governnment officials and public opinion would also
believe that his point of view was ondorsed here, unless we explicitly
stated othorwise,

M¥r, Furaoansky deplored the fact that it was Dr. Magnes, rather than
tho Aradb problen, which was tho point of tho discussion., He said he was
pro o bi-national state but against Dr. Mognes! idea, EHo defined a bi-
national state as one in vhich the Jew and the Arob will have, as indivi.
duale and as national cntities, the samo rights, even after tho Jows will
have becone a majority in Palostine, Ho sald that if a Just constitution
is worked out with o million Arabs in Palestine, it will inevitadbly lead to
a bi-nationnl state, Thero were two separate problenst an ideological
problen of a politieal character and an ideologlcal problen of an adrini..
strative character. Ho thought that from the point of viow of politieal
boldness the rosolution, ns presented, wns a nistake, bocause it confusod
the two issue . The basic roason why we are opposed to Dr., Magnes is his
attitude on the immigration of Jows to Palestine and this does not appoar
in the resolution,

Ho said that in his opinion American Zioniste wore reluctont to acceopt

new relationships and new termns. Historieallytho vhole Zionist pro-
granwas a roshaping of the Basle progran and no poliey could be
crystallized. He said he thought Mr. Ben-Gurion's romark at the Biltnore
Conferonce to the effect that if wo looked for Arab consent, therc would
not be o singlo additional Jewish irmigrant in Palestine, highly dangorous,
Ho bolloved that to bo one of the prnblana we had to nnfk out,

He agreed that thoro was not sufficient evidence to accuse Dr. Magnos of
acting outsido the jurisdietion of the Agoney, from an administrative point
of view, Tho rosolution should therefore confine itsclf to opposing Dr.
Magnes! progran bocause it doos not ask for a Jowish najority in Palestine,
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Mr., Lourie roported the attitude. of Judgo Lovinthal and Mr. Szold
vho could not attond the meotings (seo mimutes of 0ffice Cormittee circulatod
horowith).

Dr. Wiso had asked to be roported as in favor of the resolution.

Mrs., Pool oxplainod tho Hadnssoh attitudes Sho soid that each nenbor
of tho National Board was ontitled, as an individuel, to froe oxpression of her
opinion both thore or on tho Emorgency Commdttoe. TFor oxorple, whon lrs. Halps
rin thought it rmight bo wiso to sound out tho Jomish Army Committoe, though
Hadassah was agoinst any nogotiations with then, wo werc cload to have hor
oxpross hor opinion freely in tho EZmorgoncy Corrmittoo.

50 far as tho Naotional Board is coneornod, I would like to ropordé how
wo stand, ¥ Mrs, Pool contimied, "The Summor Bxocutivo, which functions during
tho sumner, is not bound by the same laws as the Natlonal Board, TWhen in Juneo
thoro was o discussion on Dr. Magnes, no action was token, JAftor a very long
discussion, it was docidod to veto tho suzgoestion to pass a rosolution dis-
sociating Hadnssoh fron tho idoas of Magnes. To opposed tho passago of any
rosolution which mould be o public statomont. We all favorod o discussion
with Dr. Hagnos about his opinions.

"on the Ic'md was smnouncod tho surmor oxocutivo cormittoo mot. I%
was docided to sond coblos to Miss Szold and Dr, Mognes asking for tholr views.
Thoy had repliod that theoy wore airmailing tholr views and iilss Szold had askod
that in tho moantine Hadassal contimio to suspend judguont,

Spoaking as prosidont of Hndassoh, sho considered this a cormand, unloss
tho full National Board would say that tho circunstancos arc so grave and hasto
so irportant that thoy mst disrogard ltiss Szold's roquost.

Hodnssah as an organization could not be a party to any rosolution
passod that nighte She pleaded that this vholo committoe awalt tho natorial
that is to cono fronm Miss Szold and Dr, logneos.

Miss Szold is tho rost disciplined Zionist that sho lmows. She folt
that thoy must await her answor, Thoy had thought of asking hor to send it bp
cablo, but bolioved that considoring tho naturc of tho maberial it would bo
irpossiblo to got an adequate roply in that waj.

Mr., BoneGurion nado the following statononts

Ho said that ho agreod with Mrs. Jacobs on tho wisdon of sonding o coos
mission to Palestino, vhich course ho had hinsolf froquently urged. Ho did not
think though that this suggoestion had any special bearing upoen the quostion at
issue,

Ho said that tho quostion of the Ichud was not a question of personalim
tios, but of politics, Although it is the right of overy Zionist to oxpross
his viows, tho mattor of tho Ichud is a politieal mattor and political action
mst bo takens and it must bo takon by Amorican Zionists, This must bo done
not only bocouse Anerican Zionists have a greator rosponsibility and a Broator
£roodor than any othor Zionists now, but bocause it is the attitudo of Amorican
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Zionists wvhich Dr. Magnes has challenged. Arerican Zionists urnanioously deslored
thoir ain to be the cstablishnon% of a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. Thic
requires politicol cducation, the winnirg ovor of publiic opinicn and of the
sympathy of the Amefican governnent, Jnerican Jiorisn has accopted this ros.
ponsitility., Now its alr is being challenged, Tt is the cormon ain of all
Anerican Zionists and he zovid a0t see on vhat basla Badassch eould ra2fvso %o
neet the challenge., The Fichud™ sta%erwrt was signed by promiront Anoricans,
vhich fact may have a poweriul eflcc’ on the arwricar govornnoni and Anciacon
public opinion. - %G
the problen of Paleatine than tho Jowish Jormonweolth. If Marizor Zduriin
remains silent, it will mean that this now poliey is ascepied ¢ at least scauios
ced in by it, If Amoerican Zionisvs etill wond a Jovish Commonvaaith nrd have
not changed their attitude about it, thon they are bound fto dvfaond thoul poei.
tion vhen 1t is challenged,

On tho question of evidence, Mr. Ben-Gurion said i% wus clenr Llink
Dr, Maognes wns opposed to a Jewish Conmonwealth and that cholienge uwos dirent..
ed not to the Arabs but to the Anmerican Governrent, The future of Palestine
is not a thooretical, but a very real and tragic problen and it is scriounuly
jeopardized by prominent Anorican Jews. Mr. Willkie is now in the Middls
Easty tho State Department reacts vory quickly and sensitively to any susmest-
ion of an easier solution to tho Polestine problenm and it is important to ach
and act now.

Mr. Ben-Gurion then procecded to an analysis of the Arab question and
a report of the efiorts of the Executive to denl with it.

‘He said that what is ealled the Arab problen is a moral and politicol
problen, Not a single group or person in Pelestine who opposes tho Agencyls
approach to the problon, has offered a policy to replace it.

He characterized as a ritusl murder lie tho accusation that the present
Exocutive had not cndeavored most seriously to securc an understanding with
tho Arabs,

A Cormission had beon appointed by the Agency aftor tho last Zionist
Congress to nake rocormendations to the Executive on the subjeet of Jewish-
Arob rapprochement. Dr. Magnes, Mr. Kalvarisky, Dr. Thon, Rabbi Uziel,

M.Asaf (o noted Arab scholar), Mr. Auster (Doputy Mayor of Jerusalen) and
Mr. Kaplansky were nmembers of this Commission, and had been unable to recommend
a solution,

Mr., Ben-Gurion then reviewed various nezotintions of the Exocutive with Arabs
fron 1934 to the prosent, The first meoting with Auni Abdul Hady, in 1934,
took place at the home of Dr, Magnes, Tie neeting was reported to the Hig
Cormissioner, as wore all the importnnt neetings with Arabs, Howevor, the
negotiations care to nothing, Then one of the Mufti's poople was approachod,
The Muftl proposod that the Palestine-Syrian Conmittec in Geneva, tho highost
authority, be consulted. MP. Bon-Gurion went to Geneva to diseuss an agrcenent
here, The reply of the highest authority in the Arab world wns that there
could be an agreenment only if the Jows would remain a perpanent minority.
Moreover, the spokesman said, how can you oxpect ne to agree to a Jowish nnjor-
ity, when the English won't let you have it.

"
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Conversations wore later hold with George Antonivs, vho proposed a .
in o federation of the Lobaron, Syrin, Palestine and Tronsgjordau,
queetioned, it won ascortained tnut tho Jews uowld hiave no right of
in tho various stolos of the foedoarction, aveording to Georgs Andcnius

In 1936 theoro wos « poer.n ir Jafine Mrr 3enelurica was ashked thicths
he would contimie to pegotinto with the Ar-ds Aoring the
that if any Arabs wore found wvith wnono it wmuld Te ¢
tions would certainly be contimied, Masa Alami; cnc thae Lrab loada :
closo friend of the Mufti) came to discuss the problen vitlh ur: Eo scid rhs
a pre-~condition to negotiations was the stoppage of Jowish immimavion, Te
snid Mo, that is no basis for negotiation."

ig*urtarus, [Au

o
vad i am b : 1 . |

Bi10D.L8 v .-'1. : L e

of

We pursued a policy of non-retaliation against the innoeont Lrabs dirine
the nmaiming and killing of innoceont Jows becouse we felt thai our croovnmes with
the Arnbs was one with history and not merely with the exiponciss cf (la
ronent, We did not want our childroen to have to say that w2 pov Falastire o7
killing innocent Arabs, Pefhaps our policy was a wrong one, btu% o puimid 1t
after groave consideration and despite mch provocation, Hr. Bon.Gurion sauid,

L]

Ho orphasized that one had to rockon with the facts in the casei He hnd rob
been able to find o single influential Arab vho would mnke an agreenent with
tho Jows on any bosis excopt that of o permonent Jowlsh nirority in Palestine,
He recalled the London Confercnces where there were two separcte delogaticns

of Arabs, one appointed by the Mufti and the other opponents of tho Mufti.
Both rejected the Miite Paper os not going far enough. With the knowleodge and
consent of the Actions Cormittee we discussed nany proposals of a setilcrenc
with the leaders of the Palestinian and Syrian Arabsg Parity, Federation ete.
We tried this to sce whothor there were some possible basis of negotintion, but
even that was not acceptable to the Arabs,

The Arabs in this war and in tho pre-~war periocd have becomo Hitlérized. It is
obvious that not cvery Arab is a Nazl and wants to exterminate tho Jows; that
is equally trueo of the Gerrmanss But to accuse the Jows or the Agoncy of not
having been able to coro to an agreorcnt with the Arabs would be liko accusing
tho Jows of Gormany for not having been able to find an agrocnoent with Hitlor,
Even tho Soviot Union whore there is no anti-Senmitign, supported the Muftils
toerror policy. No Executivo, perhaps with the single exception of frs Sachor
Exeocutive, is guilty in its decalings with the Arabs,

The Ben-Tov merorandun recormends a plan vhich is partition plus the White
Paper, Even if we would agreec to it, tho Arabs would not. If a bi-national
stato, however it is defined, does not mean corplete cossation of Jowish
inpigration, the Arabs will oppose it bocause they are cpposod to Jowish growe
ing strength in Pnlestine, The friendly Arab at the London Conforonce proposed
that the status of the Jow in Palestine shall bo sinilar to that in Egypt.

Dr. Mognes has not 7ot a single Arab to agrec to even his proposals, He
appeals to Jews and not to Arabs, His practical ain is not an Arab agreonent
but a non-Zionist solution of the Palestine problen,

At the conclusion of Mr. Ben-Gurion's address, Mrs, Pool proposed
that any decislon be postponed until after the next Nationol Board neeting of
Hodassah on Wgdnesday, Septomber 16th. Sho sald that Hadassah, as an
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organization, could not take any action untll after that meeting. She sug-
gestod that a specinl meeting of the full Emergancy Committoe be ecnlled for
Thursdny, September 17th, at which time Hodass:h vould be prepared to state

its position.

My, Weisgnl rmended Mrs. Pooll!s motion as follows: That this meeting
take whatever nction it proposes taking now, but should defer making public
any statement, or moking final the vording of any resolution until after
Hadnssnh's Nationnl Board meeting.

Mrs, Pool snid that she as an individual was opposed to gtating hor views
now until she had further information from Lliss Szold and Dr, Magnes, but that
the National Board could take action committing Hadassah as an organization bofore
then.

The following motion was passed: The Committee resolves to accept a
resolution incorpornting the following three pointst (a) opposition to activi-
ties and viows of the "Ichud"; (b) reaffimmation of the Biltmore programs (c)
the readiness and deosirc of the Jewish people for full cooperation with their
Aradb noighbors, Finol cditing and publicity on the resolution to be postponed
until after the special meeting to be called noxt Thursday, Scptomber 17th, to
enable Hndagsnh to prosent the mantter to their Board,

Mrs, Jacobs, Mrs. Schoolman and Mrs. Pool voted agalnst the motion., 7

lipss Schoolman nsked to have recorded her proposal that the Emergoncy
Committee officially roquest the World Zionist Exoccutive to issuc a statomont

on tho "Ichud",

A. L.




_RESOLUTION RE DR. MACGNES ADOPTED B THE MIZRACHI ORGANIZATION OF AMEBFT.f

The conference of Rabbis and members of the Mizrachi Vaad Hapoel, held

on Tuesday, September 8, 1942 at Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City, registers

its most vigorous protest against Dr. Magnes and his followers, who have acted
treasonably to the highest and most vital interests of the Jewish people, by
organizing a group waich is conducting negotiations with the Arabs without the
knowledge or consen® of the Jewish Agency, wnich Is the only recogrizcd
authoritative body of the Jewish pecple in regard %o Palestire.

In thus negotiasting, the above group has yielded to the Arab terrorists, the
followers of the Mufti, and has renounced the hope of cur people for Ceulat
Haaretz.

The conference is unanimously of the opinion that Dr. Magnes and his
associates of the "Ichud", have betrayed the fundemental principles of Judaism
and Zionism and should be removed from every official position in the life of
the Yishuv. In particular it is urged that Dr. Megnes be immediately asked
to resign from his position as head of the Hebrew University, which is rightly

regerded by all as a national Jewish institution.
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MINUTFS OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEETING
AMERI CAN EMLFGINCY COMMLTTEE FOR -10N13T AFFAIRS

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Americar Emergency Committee
for Zionist Affairs was held on Wednesday, September 9, 1942, at 4P,M, at
4] East 4211&‘ Strﬂﬂt'r . h

PRESENT: Dr, Wise (presiding) Mr, Budblick, Mrs, Epstein, Mr, Gellman, Mr.
Lipsky, Mrs, Pool, Mr, WVertheim
Mr, Ben"Gurion, Dr. Goldmann
Mr, Lourie, lr, Neumann, Mr, Weisgal

=Z1ONIS

Dr, Wise reported a conversation he had had with Mr, Wertheim, president of the
dmerican Jewish Committee, Mr, Wertheim had said that he was s%ill not withoud
hope of a successful outcome of the discussions, but that the non=Zionis?%
sub=committee is not ready for a further meeting. Mr, Wertheim hLad agreod to
inform us before his Committee would draw up any statement for the public with
regard to Palestine,

1=21 - BIS

Mr, Neumann reported communications received from Rabbi Bernstein and Dr. Isracl
Goldstein who were appointed to the sub~committee to deal with the question of
replying to the anti=Zionist statement made by a group of reform rabbis, -

also from Dr, Heller. It was agreed to proceed with plans for securing signatures
to a pro~Zionist platform from reform, orthodox and conservative rabbis,

PAMPHLET MATERIAL

Mr, Neumann further reported that the California Church Council had requested
780 of Professor Niebuhr's pamphlets for circulation; that Mr, Frank Gannett!s pam—

phlet had been very well received and that reprints of various other available pam-
phlets were being made. Ilnothar printing of the Niebuhr pamphlet was authorized,

NASHINGTON OFFIGE AND GET

Nr, Neumann then brought up the question of representation in Washington and,
specifically, the problem of securing a person to act as counsel to the American
Palestine Committee.  He said that someone was available for this post, but that
a decision would have to be taken as to whether negotiations with this candidate
should proceed or not.

1t was pointed out in the course of discussion that the question was whether the
Emergency Committee seriously intended to open a TWashington Office and that this
depended in turn on the amount of money which could be gecured for the budget.,
The matter of a quarterly publication, too, was being held in abeyance because of
the uncertainty about the budget,

It was recommended and agreed that two budgets, "A" and "B", be preparedt one of
$175,000, and one of $250,000. Both of these should be presented to the UPA for
consideration. The scope of the work undertaken by the Emergency Committee would
have to depend on the budget accepted,
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Mr. Neumann further roported the resignation of Mr. Kritzer.

DR, MAGNES'S COMMITTER

1t was roported that the sub-committoe which had boon appointed at the 1as§ meet
ing to draft a roscluiion disuyscoiating the Brnovgeney Committee from the "Ichud”

had been unable to maet. Aitesnative derafte prepared in the office were accorcd~
ingly sutmitted to the meeting,

A report had been received from the Executive in Jerusalem with regard to the
opening meeting of the "Ichud" as follows3

"The initiative for establishing the new party came as a result of Magnes's
tall with Auni Abdul Hady (mentioned in report of September 2), An invita~
tion for a meeting was sent out over the signatures of lMagnes, Miss Szold,
Buber, Smilansky, Julius Simon and Goldwater (of the London Economic Corpora-
tion), Those invitod were requested to sign their agreement to two principles.

(1) Palestino as a bi-national statej (2) its participation in an Arabd
Federation.

"The meoting took place on August 11, in the Hgll of the QOlel Germania in
Jerusalem, About 80 persons were prescnt and Magnes preosided. He opened
in a high moral vein declaring that this was the cleventh hour, The Arabs
are opposcd, only becpuse thoy don't believe that the Jews want pcace.

The solution is a bl=national stato. It is necessary to cstablish a
political organization which stands for this prineciple and which should be
called 'Ichud'. Continuing, Magnes said that a committece ought to be
established to work out a dotalled program and to make contacts with
varlous pcople throughout the world for settling the Palestine question
after victory, cspecially in Amcrica.

"America. will not accopt the plans of Jewish chauvinists and Arab
extremists and will furn to him and to people like him asking for a
compromiso program, The 'Ichud' will also ongage in practical activities,
1% will proposc to the govermment the establishment of an office of social
welfare, with two Arabs, two Jows and two Christians., The 'Ichud' will
develop educational and social cooperation with the Arabs; will work among
tho Palcstino rogiment and will propagate 1decas of peace. It will also
ask the public to delete the clausc of the Jewish National Fund stating

that its land is for Jews only, which means, practically, that an Arab
cannot put his foot on tho soil,

"A Reform Rabbi who was present, oxplained that a new organization is
neccssary publicly to support Magnes, vho now is an asset, of which

Yishuvr docs not make usoc. He added that the League for Jewish—Arabd
rapprochoment is not suitable for that task because of ite agreement with
the Hashomer Hatzair, (Tho Hachomer Hatzalr joinbd the League on the

basis of an agreement requesting a bi-national state and Jewish immigration
.according to the economic absorptive capacity of the country,)"

Mrs, Pool asked to be recorded as followst: "I would like to report for the
record Hadassah's position insofar as it has a position at this point. A meeting
of the Summer Executive (which acts for the National Board during the summer)
devoted itself to a discussion of the statement about Dr, Magnes's position
appearing in the New York Times in June. At that meeting there were some members
who pressed that Hadassah disassociate itself from Dr. Magnes's position and make
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Hadassah's own position clear, This suggestion was wvetoed.

Last Tednesday thern was another meeting of the Summer Executive and it was
felt that we should get further information: that no responsible bedy should
toke action on nowspoper reports, They therefore sent 8wo cables, one to Miss
Szold and one to Dr. Yagnes, requesting further informaticn about the 'Ichudi.
Miss Szold had replied in a cchbic informang Hhdossah that she was alrmailing
all information and roquesting that judigaent bo suspended until it arrived.
Dr., iagnos also cabled that he wes alrmalllang his views. Fadassah therefore
felt that it should witkhold itsolf from assoclation with any statement until
the information from liss Szold and Dr. Magnes should be received,"

Mrs. Epstoin said that Mrs, Pool's focts as presented wore correct, but the impli~
cations were not., Thus it was Dy no means certain that the full Nntional Roura
would be of the same view. The vote had.been very close and the Summor Exccutive

vas, in fact, a small committee composed of thosc members of the National Zonrd
in and around Now York during the summor,

Mrs., Pocl formally requested that no decision be taken on this question wm%il
after the mecting of the full National Board of Hadassah in conjunction with the
National Convention of Hndassah which would be held in five weekss In any case,
as the President of Hadassah, she could not permit it to bo associated with any
resolution vhich might be passed by tho Emergency Committee now.

Mr, Gellman sald he thought Hadassah's request without justification. Tho chair=
man of the Jowish Agency is in Amorica and has given an official report. The
Zionists of dmerica wors eager to hear on expression of opinion on the matter
and 1t should be givon as soon as possible.

Mr. Neumann said ho could not undorstand Hadassah's position from a legal point
of views On vhat basis, he asked, could it disassociate itsolf from a resolution
passed by a majorlty vote of a committee of which it was a constitusnt momber?

Mr, Lourie reported that Judge Levinthal and Mr, Szold had asked him to convey their
regrots to the meoting, at thoir inability to be prosent that evening, = Judgo
Levinthal bocause of court duties in Philadelphia, Mr, Szold because of illness.
Judge Lovinthal had stated that if there was a majority in favor of a statemont
he was willing to go along. But he doubted whether it would not strengthon Magnes *©
and his group to direct a statomont specinlly at them., 4Also in view of Miss /

Szold's tologrom ho belioved in any case that an opportunity be givon for her to
sct forth hor position,

Mr, Szold, too, was of tho opinion that it would be impolitic to issuc a rosolution 7
which is direccted primarily at Dr. Magnes., It would sorve to zive him Just vhat ho
wanted == additional publicity == without achicving anything, It would mercly re=

sult in elienating pcople who do not undorstand tho problom and cannot be made to )
understand. 3But that tho way to approach the matter was in torms of our owun ob=
Joctivos and to boar stross on that rathor than on the activitios of an §¥gixiﬁg§%1_
Accordingly, it might be useful to roaffirm and expand the Biltmore Resolution in=
dicating that that program alonc offered a rndieal solution of the Jowish problem,

Dr. Goldmann made tho following points:

1, The foar that tho passing of a rosolution would give undue publicity to
Dr, Magnes was not -70ll founded innsmuch as he had already received a great deal
of publicity of which ho himself was the source.
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2. The danger of the situation lios in the fact that Dr, lngnes is publicized as
reprosenting large numbers of American Zionists; thorofore American Zionists
should repudiate him and w7ipe out tho impreossion that ho speaks for American
Jowish opinion. _

3. In rogard to Hndassah's position, Dr. Goldmenn pointed out that it was a most
uncloar onc. At the Biltmore Confereonce not one Hadassah member had opposed the
Jowish Commonwealth as the politicnl aim of the Zionist movement. It wus, then,

a political contradiction for 1t to be on record as favoring a Jewish Commonwealtn
and yet not to oppose a bi=national state. If Hadassah were serious about dis—
cipline and about a Jewlsh Commonwealth then it would have to be opposed to a
program which repudiated that as a Zionist aim,

Mrs, Pool said there was no question about Hadassah's support of a Jewish
Commonwealth, It maintained, however, that all pronouncements should be positive
and not negative == the man on the street would be confused by negative pronounce
ments, Moreover, Hadassah had to have further facts before it was prepared to
Judge the situation.

Mr. Ben—=Gurion made the following statement:

He said that the question was not one of judicial procedure, but rather of
political action. Dr., Magnes's program was designed to destroy organigzed
Zionism and to influence the American Govermment to believe that there was a
cheaper solution to the Palestine problem than the Jewish Commonwealth., His
whole program was directed toward America and therefore American Zionists hed

to answer it. The High Commissioner, the American government and the American
people should know that wvhile Dr. Magnes may have personal friends in America

he has no orgenized Zionists behind him, Hadassah is the most disciplined of the
Zionist organizations and as such should realize that only the Jewish people can
negotiate with the Arnbs and not a single individual.

He recommended that the resolution confine itself to the followlng facts:

The entire dmerican Zionist movement is united behind the resolution passed
at the Blltmore Hotel Conforonce; this action of Dr, Magnes is a separatist
action and the Emergoncy Committce disassociates itself from it. He could not
seg on what formal basis Hadassah could refuse to join such a resolution.

Mr. Lipsky urged that the resolution include a demand that Dr., Magnes be asked
to resign from the Hebrow University, Mr, Ben=Gurion took the position that thini:)
was (a) irrelevant, and (b) not within our jurisdiction .

Mr. Gollman formally requested, on behalf of Mizrachi, that the resolution
include the demand for Dr. Magnes'e resignation from the University.

Mrs, Epstein made tho following pointss

l. Sho did not bolicve that therc was any sacrosenct virtue in a pnsitiuu'rnthnr
than a negative statomont, She made the analogy of our ovm war propaganda., During
the pre=war period propnganda for intervention stressed not only the positive as~

pects of intervontion but also the very nogative results of following an isolation-
ist policy.

2« Sho did not ngroo that there was not sufficient cvidence as to tho character
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of Dr, Magnes's views and program. The New York Times had quoted him directly;
his position against Jewish immigration and a Jewish Commonwealth was well knowm;
the Executive reports now received made the matter quite clear. '

It was finally decided that the Office Committee recommend to the full Commi ttee
the adoption of a resolution to be prepared by a cormitiee composed of Mrs.
Epstein, Mr. Lipsky and Y¥r, Tourie, in line with the suzgestions made at the
neeting.

Mrs., Pool voted against the motion,

BALFOUR DAY ANNTVERSARY

It was agreed to call a special meeting of the Office Committee on Mcndaﬁ,
September 14, to consider proposals for the commemoration of Balfour Duy,

A. L,




Vadneaday,September 80, 1942.
A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist
Affairs was held on Wednesday afternoon, September 30, 1942 at 41 E, 42nd Street.

PRESENT: Mr. Szold, presiding; Mr. Bublick, Mr. Oruso, Rabbi Kowalsky, Mrs. Pool,
Dr. Wise.

Dr. Ooldmengj Mr. Lourie, Mr., Neumann.
By invitationt Mr. Shetzer.
ELANS FOR BALFOUR DAY
Mr. Neumann reported that plans for the commemoration 6f Balfour Day were

under way. The services of Mr. Magida had been engaged for one month to assist in
the working out of the program, which includes?

1. The securing of signatures of members Conpress to a.deglaration
reaffirning their support of the aims of the Balfour Declaration.

2. A meeting of Zionists in New York.
z. A small function in New York for the American Palestine Committee.
4. An inter-faith religious service.

5. The sequring of signatures of members of the Christien clergy supporting
the aims of the Balfour Declaration. Dr. Henry Atkinson of the Federated
Bhurches of Christ in America has offered his cooperation in this matter. He
will discuse any plans he may have for enlisting the support of the Christian
clergy with Dr. Wise and Dr. Coldstein.

The matter of speakers for the public functlons waes referred to the com—
mittee of the constituent organizations which is working with My. Neumann on the
Balfour Day program.

Mr. Neumann reported that a meeting of the sub-committee on relations witi
the Hindus and Chinese had met.

MEETING DAY

It was agreed that meetings of the Office Yommittee are hereafter to be
held on Tuesdays. Mr. Lourie was suthorized to make all the necessary arrangements.

REPQRTS FROM PALESTINE

Two reports from Palestine, one in regard to Mr. Willkie's visit, the seco.
in connection with hints of the officiel attitude to the idea of Federation were
read to the meeting.
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latter
Mr. Neumann suggested that since the/report indicated a revival of the
idea of Federation, it might be well to make inquiries again with our own govern-—
ment. The suggestion was accepted.

Oonsideration is to be given to the question of the advisability of taking
some action in connection with the possible appointment of Mr. Wadsworth as the
American Oonsul to Belrut.

Mr. Szold reviewed the expanded program which had been presented by
My, Neumann some months ago, calling for & budget of ¥250,000, epproximately di~

vided as followst
Current budget = : £100,000.
Research and publications -~ 60,000.
Political work in Washington - 50,000.
General expansion of public -
(.. ° -relastions work, press, radio, etec.- 56,000,

It had been contemplated that the budget would be secured through a &t
tax on all collections for Palestine. Hadassah and the Gewerkschaften had, each
for warious reasons, reported negative reactions to the proposal.

Nevertheless, Mr. 8zold thought that even if no money were available
except from the UPA, we should think in terms of an expanded program. In the
research field, he thought we should be prepared to spend as much money as neces—
sary on preparing authoritative briefs stating the case of Zionism on (a) Arabs
and (b) the potentialities of Palestine for taking care of millions of Jews.

In Washington, the American Palestine Committee needs fostering. We had
an asset of potential value in that committee but it must be expanded and kept
going.

In the matter of procedure, Mr. Szold recommended that the Emergency
Committee confine its agenda to a comsideration of broad policies, rather thean
oonoern itself with discussions of detail and of techniques. These details shoulcd
be worked out by sub-committees and by the staff, and should not engage the atten-
tion of the Bmergency Committee as such, except that the latter should pass on the
budgets and general plans. The growth of the administrative machinery should be
1imited as far es possible, and available machinery of other “ionist bodies should
be utilized to the greetest extent.

Specifically, Mr. Szold proposed that the Emergency Committee come to
an arrangement with the ZOA in Washington, a sort of sub-contrect, to teke care
of the #merican Palestine Committee. The ZOA had a building in Weshington which
was too large for its needs, but might in part be admirably adapted for the work
of the Americen Palestine Committee, mnd genarally for the political and public
relations activities of the Emergency Committee in Weshington. The first floor
of the building could be taken over in its entirety for these purposes.

The Emergency Committee itself should consider questions of major
policy. It should coneern itself with such broad problems as, e.g. relations with
Oreat Britainy the question of a joint Mendatej federation, ete. It should also
be familiar with the thinking and plans of the various orgenizations deeling with
post-war settlement. He urged that the whole matter be given early consideration.
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It wea pointes out that Mr. Szold's proposels, as he had himself indicated,
hinged on eeouring funds for en enlarged budget. Doubt was expressed by
%y, Kowalsky that the Funds would be willing to increase their allocation.

Dr. Goldmann thought that if Hedasssh and the Gewerkschaften would agree %o
the proposed 5% tax on collections, the other organizations and Funds would like-
wise perticipate.

Mr. Cruso stated that the matter of the tax on Gewerkschaften collections
would have to be referred to the Vaad HaPoel of the Histadruth, There was no
euthority here to make such an allocation. Mrs. Pool reported on behalf of
Hedassah that there had been no formal discussion of the matter but that Hadassah
was not sympathetic to the proposal.

Dr. ¥Wise seid that the situetion must be faced franklyt either we got a
budget which would enablé’to undertake a comprehensive and effective program, or
the Committee should go out of existence. He did not believe the position taken
by Hadassah or the Gewerkschaften campaign valid. Hadassah's 100% clause was
written into its constitution in 19123 the entire world had changed since then.
Now political work in America was one of the most importent and urgent taks to be
done in Zionism end it was lemitimate to deduct from collections for this .
purpose. The Oewerkachaften. too must accept its share and its repponsibilities,
He did not believe that it was reasonable to say that they must ask the Histad-
ruth for permission to deduct from collections. The political task here was the
task of all of us, and we should all suffer alike if we failed in carrying it out.
He proposed that arrangements be made for a delegation of the Emergency Committee
to present the matter before the organizations concerned. The proposal was
accepted.

Mr. Szold said, in this connection, that if Dr. Weizmann approved, and
Dr. Goldmann and Mr. Ben-Curion, he did not believe it necessary to appeal to
the Agency for permission to secure the budget for the Emergency Committee from
the fuids.

DELEGATION TO PALESTINE

Mrs. Pool presented, on behalf of the National Board of Hadasseh, & recom-
menfiation that the Emergency Committec establish a coumission of American Zionisis
to go to Falestine to participate in the working out of the problems that are
before us there., She said that the Board had made no recommendations as to per-
sonnel or details, but urged that the recommendation,previously urged both by
My, Ben-Gurion and Mrs.Jacobs, be accepted in principle.

It was pointed out that such a committee could not, for technical reasons,
be a large one, and e distinction was drawn between a delegation which should go
to Palestine for perhaps a coujle of months for the purposes of reporting
America's thinking to the Yishuv and of bringing back a report on their findings
to America, and one which should settle down for an indefinite period in
Palestine to cooperate in different directions with the Executive.

It was resolved that the Committee warmly epproves the proposel for
sending to falestine an American Zionist delegation to consult with the Executive
and bring to the Yishuv the views of #merican Zionism,and in tubn to bring to
bring to America a report on its findings on the situation in Palestihe.




Details as to personnel, etec., were referred to a committee compozed
of Dr. Wise and Mr. Szold. '

CABLE TO PALESTINE

No action was taken on Hadassah's recommendation that a cable be sent to
Mr. Ben-Ourion setting forth the views of the Emergency Committee on the matter
presented to them at the meeting before his departure.
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AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS
October 20, 1942,

A meeting of the Office Committee was held on Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 20,
at 4 p.m. at 41 E. 42nd Street.

PRESENTt Mr. Szold, in the chairj Mr. Gellmen, Dr. Goldstein, Miss Leibel,
Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise.

Dr. Goldmanng Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal.
INCREASING U.S, INTEREST IN NEAR EAST

Mr. Neumenn drew attention to reports concerning increased Americen poli-~
tical interest in the Near BEast. In this connection the appointment of
Mr. Wadseorth, formerly American Consul in Jerusalem, as U.S. Consul in Beirut
end Agent in the Near East reflected a trend which was deeply disturbing., He
also referred to the ﬁathﬂring in verious government departments in Washington of
"specialists" on the Near East, many of whom were by no means friendly to the
Zionist point of view.

Dr. Goldmann reported on a conversation which he had had with a leading
members of the administration in Washington.

It was agreed thet a small committee be appointed with Mr. Szold as
chairman, to give further consideration to the matter.

The following wire from the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem was reads

"PLEASE COMMUNICATE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE OUR UNANIMOUS ARDENT DESIRE

WELCOME HERE FEW RESPONSIBLE AMERICAN FRIENDS WHO TOGETHER WITH US

WOULD TAKE STOCK POLITICAL POSITION CONSIDER ACTION FOR IMMEDIATE

FUTURE AND TAKE BACK FIRST HAND KENOWLEDGE OUR WORK AND PROBLEMS stop

E;HST EMERGENCY OOMMITTEE WILL DISCUSS THIS URGENTLY AND INFORM US
OISION "

Dr. Wise and Mr. Szold, who had been appointed a sub-committee to consider
the question of a delegation, stated that they were not yet able to make a report
on the membership of the delegation. Mr. Wertheim seid that while there had
been no decision by the Central Committee of his party on the matter, he personall,
doubted the velue of sending a delegation for a brief visit at this time.

Dr. Qoldmann urged however, that an American delegation would be very
important, both from the point of view of the Yishuv and of American Zionism,
The telegram from the Executive lent emphasis to this opinion. He pointed out
further that for a year we had had no direct information from Palestine, as
Mr. Ben-Gurion hed come here only after several months in London.

Mr. OGellmen agreed that it was very desirable that there should be an
Americen delegation, but urged that all the parties be represented.

Dr. Wise asked to be excused from serving further on the sub-committeo
and it was agreed that Mr. Szold end Dr. Goldmann get into touch with the
parties with a view to submitting nemes to the Uommittee.




The letter from Mrs. Pool to Judge Levinthal enclosing correspondence with
Miss Szold and Dr. Magnes, also material circuleted to Hadasseh Chapters, regerding
the Ichud was read to the Committee. It was agreed that the correspondence be
placed on file and made available in this office to the menbers of the Committee
for their personal informatlon.

ARAB TIONS

Mr. Lourie reported on a meeting of the Arab-Jewish Relatlons sub-comnittee
at which were present Mrs. Pool, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr, Sgold and Mr. Lourie. The
question had been considered of establishing a cormittee under the joint sponsor-
ship of Hadassah and the Emergency Committee end with two co~-chairmen. Mrs. Pool

had expressed opposition to the proposel for co-chairr a8 organizationally bad

and likely to inmpede the work of the cormittee. She suggested that there be a
period of joint operation by the Emergency Committee and Hadassah of the Arab-
Jowish Relations Comnittee under a single chaimman and that the matter come up for
consideration agein after a reasonable time had eclapsed, to see how this would
work out. She urged that inasmuch as the work of the #rab Jeyish Relations Comnit-
tee was linmited to research study and investigation, and political action was
outside the scopd of its activity, there was no danger of the Emergency Committec
becoming responsible for action with which it might not agree.

Mrs. Jacobs had expressed the view that the work of the Arab Jewish Relations
Committee should be increesed and that if the Emergency Committee was not ready at
this stege to undertake joint sponsorship, the Hadassah should go ahead with its
progran leaving it apen to the Emergency Committee to participate in the work of
the committec if and when it should so desire. It had been finally decided that
Mp.Szold should discuss it further with other members of the Gommittee and bring
the mattor back to the Office Conuittee. i S :

s full discussion fohlowed the above report.

Dr. Goldstein said thet he sew no reason why the Emergency Committee should
placd itself in a position of sponsoring jointly with one of its own constituent
units the nctivities of the Arab Jewish Relations Comnittee. Such a set-up was in
his view orgenizationally bad. The subject of Arab Jewish Relations further, had
implications which touched a much wider area than the title denoted.

Miss Leibel intervened to request that the matter be postponed until a
later meeting at which Mrs. Pool and Mrs. Jacobs might be present.

Dr. Goldmenn said that formally and orgenizationally Dr. Goldstein's
argunent was correct, but that the reality had to be accepted that the committoe
was in existence end working. He saw no possibility of petting Hadassah to agree
ot this time to the Emergency Committee's taking over. On the other hand, the
character of the Arab Jewish Relations Committee's work was such that the
Emergency Oommittee must concern itself therewith.

It was agreed in view of Miss Loibel's request that the matter be postponed
to a later meeting.

NATIONALITY ACT

It was reported that the Nationality act of 1940, in terms of which
naturelized American citizens in Palestine would lose their citizenship Af theys .
failed to return to the U.S.A . by October 14, 1942, had been amended by Congre::s.
end the return period had been extended for a further two years.
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Mr. Rehabish Lewin-Eptein had been active in Washington in obtaining the
passage of this bill. &ppeciation was expressed by the Committeefor his efforts,
It was also @ecided to write a letter of thanks to Mr. Phil Levy who had been
very helpful in the matter.

UR Y NI

Mr. Neumann reported that the following plans were being carried out in
connection with the Balfour Anniversary?

l. A statement had been drawn up for signature by Senators and Congreesmen
recording their support of the objects of the Declaration.(Copy attached)

2. A delegation of rebbis was being planned to call on the State Department
in connection with the Balfour Declaration, if possible on Mr., Hull, The dele-
gation would be representetive of the different rabbinical organizations.

3. Arrangements were being made for snecial publicity in the press. The
New York Times had sent one of its princip feature writers to interview
Dr. Weizmann. Among other papers which would feature the anniversary would be-
PM, Tribune, World-Telegrem, Daily News; also Free Vorld, People!s Var, Asia,
Liberty, Parade.Colunnists who had expressed their interest included Mr. Sims,
Dorothy Thompson and Mr. Niver.

4., A speciel program had been arranged on the Nortbwestern University
radio forum.

5. Arrgngements were also going ahead for the meeting in Carnegic Hall.
There was some possibility that this might be held in Joinb sponsorship with the
Free World Association and the Leapue of Nations Association.

6. Arrangements had not yet been completed for a spesker for the occasion.

7. A specialppress book was being prepared which will contain suggested
articles, editoriels, letters-to-the-editors and speciel news items for use
locally by constituent Zionist grcups throughout the country.

8. #n Interfaith Service was to be held at Temple B'nai Jeshurun.

RESOLUTION OF 4.F. OF L. ON PALESTINE

Mr. Wertheim reported on the recent convention of the AFL in Toronto. A
resolution submitted to the Federation by the Poale Zion had been unanimously
sdopted (text of resolution afitached). The presence of representatives of tne
Jewish Labor Committee had somewhat complicated the position, but Mr. Oreen
personally had assured acceptance of the resolution. LA

It was agreed thet a letter from the Committee be addressed to Mr. Green
as Chairman of the AFL to express bur appreciation of the action.

CONFERENOE ON NEAR EASTERN MATTERS

Mr. Neumann said that he was anxious to arrange & conference on Near
Eastern matters in connection with the Tnetitute of World Econonics of which
Louis Lorwin is the head. ¥Vr. Lorwin is also esconomic advisor to the Netionsl
Besources Planning Board. The Institute possesses the necessary mechaniem tc
organize such a conference, which would not cost the Emergency Committee more thau
$300.00 in all. This expenditure was approved.




RESERRCH STUDIES

My, Neumann reported that certain volunteers in Washington were working
on documents on american official policy in Palestine, particularly during and
at the end of the last wer. Tt was hoped that a treatise, and possibly a short
book, would be prepared cn this subject. Ir addition, there was some possibility
of Prof. Oarl Friedrich head of the School 3f Government at Harvard, being
willing to write a boock on the whole question.

It was agreed that & book by Frof. Friedrich. would be very valuable and
that any necessary expenditure in that connection be authorized. It was also
reported that a study is being undertaken of what is being said in Auerica ana
in England of the disposition after the war of "dependent areas'. It was im~
portent that we should know the trend of thought of those concerned with these
natters. Such a report would becirculeted and perheps published, and a Mr,
Gracber was being employed as & research workér on this task. JHn expenditure of’
not more than $200 was approved.




CONFIDENTIAL # B8

_MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEETING
AVERICAN EMERGENGY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

Thursdaey, Octcber, 29, 1942,

There was a special meeting of the Office Committee on Thursday,
October 29, 1942 at 65830 p.m. at 41 . 42nd Street.

PRESENTt Judge Levinthal, presidings Mr..Szold, Dr. Wise, Dr. Ooldmtein,
Mr. Bublick, Rabbi Gold, Mr, Greenberg, Mr. Wertheimj Mesdames Jacobs,
Epstein, Pool.

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Lourie; Mr. Weisgal.
INVITATION TO AMERICAN-SOVIET CONGRESS

It was agreed that the Committee accept an invitation to send a represente-
tive to the meeting of the American-Soviet Congress on lovember 7-8th, end
Dr. Goldstein was nominated.

Mr. Weisgal referred to a number of invitations received by Dr. Weizmenn
in connection with various activities inspired by friends of Soviet Russia. It
was the view of those present that each such matter must be considered on its
merits and that for example a tribute to Soviet resistance in the form ef a scroll
to be signed by a million Americans should be supported, but on the other hand an
invitation to be associated with the letter in the Freiheit be declined.

ARAB-JEVISH RELATIONS COWMITTEE

A report of the sub-committee as submitted to the Office Committee was
agein presented to the meeting. Mrs. Pool said that the question of the future
of the Arab Jowish Relations Committee had been reopened before a full National
Board meeting of Hadasseh. The position had been maintained that Hadassah contin-
ue its work in which the Emergency Committee be intited to perticivate. As regards
budget, in answer to an inquiry, Mrs. Pool steted that last year #4,500 had been
spent on the work of the #rab  Jewish Relations Comnittee. It was proposed to
dontinue to spend at least that amount again.

The present membership of the hrab Jewish Relations Vommittee includeds
Mesdemes Janmobs, Benjamin, Greenberg, Halprin,Pool, Rosensohn, Schoolmen, Edith
Bukspan 8ilvdrsteinj Doctors Salo Baron, I.B. Berkson, 4. Halkin, Oscar Janowsky,
Emanuel Neumann, Moshe Perlmann, Mex Schloessinger. “hould the Emergency Commit-
tee decide to participate in the work of the sub-committee, it would be entitled
to add members as it sew fit. Mrs. Pool emphasized that the function of the sub-
committee was study andnnot political sction.

Mr. Neunmann said that he was & member of the Committee and found that
its discussions were well attended and serious, useful material had been gathered
from time to time, and he thought that with limited resources it had been doing a
useful job. He raised the question, however, as to whether it was procedurally
appropriate for the Emergency Committee to sponsor the Arab-Jewish Relations
Committee with Hadassak.

Dr. Goldstein said that Hadassah wes to be commended for doing a fine
plece of work, but he still believed that constitutionel and formal considerations
mede joint sponsorship inadvisable.
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Mrs. Eystein said thet the action teken--by Hadessah had been due to the fail.-
ure of the Enargency Committee to act. The Hadassah nosition as exnressed by
Mrs. Pool was roesonable. This was a matier which concerned all and should have il
direction of &all groups. As to the provosed sct-up, the matter had a history which
could not be disregarded.

Dr, Ooldmann srid thet legically Dr. Oclds*ein was right, but the fact was
that an Arab-Jowish Relations Ucmmittee was in eicictence. Hadassah would not just
hand it over. Hc did not believeiu a study of a subjict of this kind unrelated to
political action, and accordingly thought that it was part of the Emergency Com-
mittee's Bunctions to interest isself in this metter. Had. Hadasseh agreed , in
addition to the epnointment of additional members, to that of & co-chairman, he
vould have been in favor of Mrs. Pool's proposal. Mrs. Pool said that the chair-
man would be responsible to the Energency Comnmitlee and would get directions and be
under the control of the Comnmittec. Mrs. Jacobs said she did not cere who dicd the
work but that it wes work that must be done. The subjeet could not be evaded or
avoided.

Dr. Wise said that if the bommittee was for study purposes only and ' would
not be free to act without the approval of the @mergency Comiittee, he moved that
the proposal be accented that the Emergency Committce appoini rerresentatives to
serve on the Arcb-Jewish Relations Committee and that it bte responsible hlso to the
Energency Committece. Doy wy ;

The proposal was cerried, with Dr. Goldstein voting against.
DELEGATION TQ PALESTIIE

Dr. CGoldmann had been roquested to take up the matber of a delegation to
Palestine with tha nartics. He had had en opporcunity of discussing the matter with
Poale Zion and Mizrachi and felt that in view of ihe accentance of the Biltmore
program, there was no urgent need, so far as noliticsl issues were concerned, for
a delegation. In their view the delegation should cons#st of four members— one
from ea€h party. If this were not possible, the ilorle Zion ead Mizrachi did not
ggrec thoet the totelity of American Zionism could De represented by one or two
delegrteas. As regandds the gencral Zionists, the viuw taken was that as it was
highly unlikely thet four nriorities would be obtainable, a smell delapation of
. two should go- one »f those to be Mr. Szold.

Dr. Goldmann slso renorted that the Executive in Jerusalem had urged
Dr. Weizmann and himself to come to if'alestine, but that Dr. Welzmann had cabled
thet his heelth made it inadvisable to go before the spring. &s for himself,
Dr. Goldmann had not yet come to any decision. Dr. Weizmann had also cabled to
Jerusalem suggesting that Mr. Shertok should pay a visit to aAmerica.

Mr. 8z0ld expressed the view that if the Emergency Committee could not
come to a decision on senfiing one or two people to Palestine on their merits, it
wes being reduced to futility. There was no doubt about the desirnbility of a
direct interchanse of information and opinions. If agreement could not be reeched,
the matter should not be wrapped up in excuses but78hould be frankly seid that for
partisan rcasons nothing e¢nuld be done. Mrs. Epstein apreed, but added that in erg
case she believed a delegetion of one inadequate. Babbi Gold said he was surprisad
thet Mr. Szold had snoken with such warmth. Possibly it was desirable that there
should be no parties, but facts must be accepted. He had the greatest confidence
in Mr. Sgzold himself as a member of the delegation, but believed that there were
some aspects which a Mizrechi representative would be more competent to investi-
gete. There was no reason why the different parties ghould not semd delegeates of

their own, but if a delegation were to be sent by the Committee, it should be
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representetive of the Committee.

Mr. Wertheim seid that in the ordinary way majority rule  governed the
sotions of the Committee— e.z2. in regard to metters of policy. The Committee
hed been sot un as & body to deal with the emergency situation, but when it ceme
to sending e reoresentative delegetion of #mericen Zionism, different consider-
ations not arising out of the emergency apnlied. He referred to the situation
which hacd erisen in the Keren Hayesod where, owing to what in his view wasthe
nertisan attitude of the Generel Zionists, representetives of two of the parties
hed resigned. He failed to see why sudcdenly the Genersl Zionists in the Emergen-
cy Committee cleimed to be non-partisan in contrast with the others.

Mrs. Jacobs seid thet logic wss on the side of the nerties, but that life
must be teken into account. It was not a question of selection on a varty basis-
if e Mizrachi renrescntetive was more suiteble he should po. Careful judgement
mst be directed to considering who would be the best cendidate in the circum-
stances.

Mr. Bublick pointedout thrt there were three parties end not four, end
urged thet the different narties looked at Frlestine from different points of
view.

Judge “evinthel nointed cut that when Mr. Ben-Gurion came to America
he did not bring with him represcntetives of Poale Zion or Mizrachi. It was merely
a question of eending over representetives on m:tters ofconmon interast.

Mr. Greenberp moicd thet o reelly representotive delepetion should contain
perheps fifteen nersons, but that this was not possible at this time. As a fact,
we could probably mot send more than two delepates. There were two matters on

which it wes necessary to exchangge information - one, political matters inelud-
ine the work in america end the situation in Pelestine, end the other- economic
problems, c.g. americe's contribution in tcamms of orivate and public capital.
The ddbgrtes we send should go out as experts on these matters, not speaking for
the nerties as such but on their personal merits to exchange snd obtain informa-
tion.

It was finelly agreed that the matter be referred back to the orgeni-
zations.

TRANSIT OF REFUGET CHILDRZN THRU IRAQ

Mrs. Pocl said thet in repard to the metter of those children now in
Teheran, it had been requested that no delepation cell on the State Depertment
without the inclusion of & “edesseh reoresentative. Now they had been informed
that in the course of & conversetion with Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Sumner
Wellee had said thaet the intervention of the smericen government in Begdad had
been rejected and the visas refused. This was the firs® that Hadassah had heard
of it. She felt it unfortunate that Hadessah representatives had not been
present. Hadesseh went on & nurely humaniterian basis, end she believed that in t
that capacity they might have contributed to the chences of success. Mrs, Pool
sdded that Mr. Myron Teylor had been anproached and he baid he would be glad to
take un the metter with the Stete Depertment with a view to heving it re-
ocened with the Iraquis. Hadassah elso provosed to send a delegation to
vashinrton to include & Quaker and a mamber of the Intergovernmentel Committee
on Refugees to see the Minister of Iraq. Miss %arburg wos 2lso seaing Mr. Farisl,
of the Standard 0il in regard to certein economic asnects.
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Dr. Goldmenn said that he had been asked many weeks ago by cable from the
Executive to intervene in regard to- a) transik through Iraq, and elternatively
b) possibility of getting planes to transnortf:hildren. He end Mr. Bon-Gurion
had seen Mr. Berle on other matters and had takcn Ade opportunity of raising the
question with him, The matter had been urged nurely on the humaniterian basis
and though there wes also a larger question of transit for the adult refugees in
Iraq and not only the children, Mr, Berle had said he would cable immediately to
Ireq and to Jerusalem. Unfortunately Mr. Berle had eppe rently feiled to cerry
out his underteking. Dr. Wise and he had subsequently seen Mr. Welles and urged
Americen intervention, again on hummmiterien prounds. Mr. Welles immediately
agreed to intervene and we had subsequently learned thet the State Department
had taken the matter up in Bagdad on two occasions. Under these ecircumstances
ve had potten from the State Department all that could be expected at this stage
so far as a direct intervention was concerned. The State Department would not
break off relations with Iraq on a matter of this kind. Whether hadassah had
been present or not, no stronger action could heve been hoped for on their part.
Hed a2 special delegation been organized to go to the State Department, Hadasssh
would certainly have been included, but that was not the case here, nor could a
special delegation be arranged to take up every matter that arose.

Dr. Goldmann assured Mrs. Fool that Hadassah would be consulted in all
cases where action affecting Badassah interests might arise. He also thought
thet the proposal mentioned by Mrs. Pool of a delegation of influential Americans
to the Iraq Oonsul was valuable and should be pursaad,

DEPARTURE OF MR. WADSWORTH FOR NEAR EAST

My, Noumenn renorted on efforts which had been made to get into touch with
Mr. Wadsworth before his departure the following Monday for Beirut.

CONVERSARION WITH MR. WILLKIE

A report wes given on a conversétion which a Zionist friend had had with
Mr. Willkie on his return from abroad. Mr. wWillkieis approach was spmpathetic,
particularly in regard to the need for Jewish immigration.

BALFOUR DAY OELEBRATION

Mr. Neumenn reported further on preparations for the observahce of
Belfour Day. A special renort will be prepared for distribution later.




November 10, 1942,

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Enurganay Committee for
Zionist Affairs was held on Tuesday, November 10 at 4130 p.m. at 41 E. 42nd Street.

PRESENT: Mr. Szodd,(presiding), Mr. Cruso, Mrs. Jacobs, Rabbi Kowalsky, Mr. Lipsky
Mrs. Pool, Mrs. Shulman.

By invitationt Miss Glisela Warburg.
My. Lourie, Mr., Neumann.

A discussion took place on action to be taken in refutation of Mr.Sulzberger!
speech as reported in the New York Times of November 6th. The question of a public
protest meeting had been considered, and various members of the Committee had been
consulted by telephone but had advised negatively. It was pointed out that (1) the
statement by Senators and Congressmen reaffirming support of the Balfour Declaratim
would be ready for release in the near future, and that (£} “he answer by over 700
rabbis to the statement of the anti-Zionist rebbis was likewise due to be published
shortly, and that these two statements would serve in some measure to counter the
impression made by Mr. Sulzberger, It was agreed in addition that letters be
written to the Times by a number of persons, including-it was suggested- Rabbi
Shulmen as a leading reformed rabbi.

SO0PUS PUBLISHING CO.

The request nf the Scopus Publishing Company for a grant of #2500 to subsidize
publication of a book of Parliamentary speeches on Zionism was refused.

The Committee authorized a further expenditure up to $200 in connection with
certain researsh entrusted to Dr. Oraeber on behalf of the Committee. Dr. Craeber
had previously collaborated with Dr. Friedrich on the book "Jews in a Gentile
World " and had been requested to prepemre & paper on social and economic needs among
the Ardbs. It wes suggested that Mr. Moshe Merlman might also be made use of in
this connection.

VA o o
It was agreed to postpone to the following meeting a report of the trip of

My, 8zold, Mr. Brodie and Mr. Neumann to the TVA,whith had been arranged in econnec—
tion with a far-reaching scheme for Palestinian development.

PUBLIC RELETIONB
Mr. Neumann reported the followingt

1. That 732 orthodox, reformed, and conservative rabbis had given thei:
support to the.statement in response to that of the anti-Zionist rabbis, and publi-
city would be given to this in the coming week. A number ofrabbis had refused to
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allow their names to be used on the ground that the condemnation had not gone
far Emugh-

(2) So far 50 Senators and 150 Congressmen had signed the Balfour Day
statement.

(3) A telegram from Secretary of State Hull received subsequently to the
Balfeur Day meeting had been released to the press. It indicated a more posi-
tive attitude to Zionist aims than the rather colorless statement released in
connection with the delegation to the Secretary of State of the heads of the
rabbinicel associations. It was suggested that Mr. Hull's was the first state-
ment specifically associatimg the State Department with the endorsements by
successive Presidents of the Balfour Declaration, and as such was of significance

(8) Negotiations were still proceeding with Professor F. of Harvard with
regerd to the publication of a book on American of ficial policy on Zionism.

(5) A Conference of Christian Clergymen on Palestine was being arranged
for some day in December. It was agreed that en expenditure of $350 for a
luncheon in this connection. be authorized.

-~

(6) & meeting of Chinese and Hindus interested in the Zionist movemend
is to be held in the offices of the Emergency Committee on Tuesday evening next.

(7) Invitations to members of the Committee to attend the forthcoming
corfe rence of the Federation of International Oroupments was being arranged.

REFUGEE CHILDREN IN IRAN

Miss Warburg reported on the various efforts which had been made to se-
cure Iragian tramsit visas for 500 Polish children who had come from Russia to
Iren and for whom Palestine certificates were available. Thus far, despite rep-
resentations by the British and American governments, the Ireaqien government per-
sisted in its refusal to grant transit visas to these children. The Polish
Ministry in Washington had also interceded with Nuri Said, the Prime Minister of
Irag on behalf of the children.

A cable had been received from the Executive in Jerusalem suggesting
that publicity he given to the refusal of Nuri Said to grant the transit visas
to the children.

After some dlscussion it was agreed that action through diplomatic
channels having failed, publicity be given to the matter. Also that it be pur-
sued in other directions, including further representations to the State Dept.
It was also proposed that the effort to secure air transportation for the
children be further pursued. Hadesssh would work together with the Emerfiency
Committee on the matter of publicity.

MISS SZOLD'S BIRTHDAY

Mrs. Pool reported that the Nationel Board of Hadassah had decided to
ask Mr. Willkie to spesk on a national radio broadcast on the occasion of
Miss Szold's birthday in December.

It was suggested that caution be exercised lest Mr. Willkie, who
apparently had it in mind to talk on Yalestine at some suiteble opportunity,
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1imit himself to a speech on Miss Sz0ld's birthday in lieu of a Zionist speech
of wider political implications. It was also agreed that since Mr. Willkie was
probably inundated with invitations from various Zionist orgenizations it would
be wise to have some sort of clearing arrangement for such invitations, and the
cooperation of Mr. Hermen Shulman was invoked in this connection.

DELEQATION TO PALESTINE

Mrs. Pool reported that the Executive Committee of Hadassah felt that even
before the personnel of the proposed delegation to Palestine was decided unon,
terms of reference should be set up, and read a list of subjects which might be-
included within the scope of the delegation's inquiry.

Mr. 8z0ld pointed out in this connection that it must be remembered that
the delegation should not be bound in any way, nor make any commitments while in
Palestine. He seid that if the terms of reference as presented by Hadassah were
suggestions they might be acceptable, but if they implied commitments they would
destroy the whole purpose of the delegation.

Mrs. Pool said that Hadasseh had not meant to bind the delegation in any
way, but merely to meke clear the subjects which they should explore.

Mr. Sz0ld reported thet he had heen informed of an invitation to
Mr. Shertok to come to the United States extended by Pr. Weizmann. He suggested
that Dr. Weizmann be asked his opinion on the relationship between Mr, Shertok's
visit here and the proposed delegation of Americans to Pelestine. He thought that
the matter should be on the agenda of the Emergency Committee for discussion.

This was agreed.




CONFIDENTIAL # o&

December 15, 1942.

A meeting of the Office Committee of the american Emergency Committce for
Zionist affairs was held on Mondey, December 15 at 2430 p.nm.

Presentt Mr. Szold( presiding), Mr. Gellman, Dr. Goldstein, Mrs. Halprin,
Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. 1ool, Rabbi Silver, Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise.

Dr. Goldnenps Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal.
AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM

The organization of a new body to be called the American Council for Judaism
by e group of anti-Zionist rabbis was reported. Reference was made to the account
which had appeared in the Independent Jewish Press Service, of the proceedings at
preliminary meetings which had led to the formation of this body. There was some
discussion as to the desirability of giving publicity to certain matters contained
in this account. As regards the question of action by the Emergency Committee
in response to the establishment of the new organization, it was declided)

a) That a communication be addressed from the organizations to their chapters
reporting on the formetion of the Americen Council for Judaism and asking that a
watchful eye be kept on any develonments in connection therewith in local
communities.

b) That a statement be prepared on behalf of the Committee for issuance to
the angle-~Jewish and Yiddish press.

¢) That a sub-committee be set up to consider further action. In this con-
nection it was sugpested thet an all-Jewish conference should be called, possibly
in Baltimore or Philadelphiea.

BOOK BY RABBIL FEUFR

On the recommendotion of Mrs. Jacobs it was agreed that the book Mwhy a .
Jewish State" by Rabbi Leon Feuer should be given wide distribution amongst the
leaders of American public opinion. It was agreed that #1.000 be provided for
this purpose and also that individual organizations should be urged to promote the
distribution of the book.

AMERICAN JFEWISH COMMITTEE

Dr. Wise reported an oral communication from Mr. Wertheim, President of
the American Jewish Committee, as follows}

Mr,Wertheim said he had been asked by his Committee to inform Dr. Wise

that the Americen Jewish Committee wes:nok prepared to agree to a bi-lateral

statement. There had been a decision to recommend to the annual meeting of the
American Jewish Committee in January the adoption of a unileteral statement.
Mr. Wertheim said he believed that Dr. Wise would be pleased with the statement,
but he could not at this time inform him of its content. Mr. Wertheim added that
he personally would urge that the Zionists also issue & unilateral statement mai-
ing clear the  interprettion which they attach to the terms: "nation,"
"nationality," people, etcs
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Considerable discussion followed as to whether an official written communi-
cation should not be addressed to Mr. Wertheim placing on record the termination
~of negotiations, and indicating that the Emergency Committee regarded itself as
free to take whatever action it might deem desirable to secure the unity of
American Jewry on a common platform.

Among the poihts made in the course of the discussion were that 1)
Mr, Wertheim's communication to Dr. Wise, though oral, was entirely official and
not informaly 2) that after a year and a half of negotiations, it would have been
an act of courtesy on the part of the American Jewish Oommittee to inform the
Zionist members of the joint sub-committee in advance on the contents of their
proposed unilateral statement; and 8) that a written communication from Dr. Wise
to Mr. Wertheim might create the wrong imnression and lead to the interpretation
thet it wes we and not they who had terminated the discussions, and that this would
strengthen the hands of the Anti-Zionist elements in the American Jewish Compittee
It was finally decided that Dr. Wise take up the matter orally with Mr. Wertheim
and that later a minute of the conversation between Dr. Wise and Mr. Wertheim might
be sent to hin as a matter of record.

PUBLIO RELATIONS

¢ Nr. Neumann reported the following$

Frof. Karl Friedrich of Harvard write a book on American officiel policy with
regard to Palestine. Dr. Friedrich estimated that the expenses in connection with
the nreparation of the manuscript would be $5,000. He had also informed

1;£§he Office Committee had approved in principle the idea of having

Mr. Neumann that other commitments made it impossible for him to get started for
the next six weeks, and asked whether it was desired thet he get someone in his
place if he might not be immediately available. The book as planned by

Dr. Friedrich would be divided into five sections as follows!

a. Brief back-ground before the first World War.

b. Up to the Balfour Declaration and the repudiation of the Wilsonian ideal.

c. Isolationiem.

d. Rise of Nazis and progressive deterioration of League of Nations up to
1939,

e. Current progressive thinking leading to a return of American participa-
tion in world affairs.

In addition to the expenditure of $5,000 for the manuscript, it was esti~
mated that an additional 500 would have to be expended as a guarantee to the
publisher. There was some discussion as to whether in view of the limited budget
available so large a sum should be spent on a single item. It was decided to
postpone a decision until it would be possible to consider the matter in the
perspective of a general plan of work and that Mr. Neumann discuss further with
Professor Friedrich the proposal for preparation of an extended outline of the book.

2. Professor Harlow informed Mr. Neumenn that he did not want any compensaw

tion for the book he was oreparing on Zionism and the Christian public; he wished
to volunteer his services as one devoted to the cause.

3« Mr. Neumann end Mrs. Jacobs reported briefly on the Conference of membexrs
of the Christian clergy which had met on Monday, December 14. They said it was
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a stimulating and heartening gathering. The spirit and the intellectual content of
the.papers read and of the discussions had been of a high order.

There had been discussion at the COonference as to & permanent organization
to be known as the Christian Council on Palestine. The matter of a budget for
this organization is to be further discussed - it was estibeted that it would be
between four and five thousand dollars anmually.

A vote of thanks was émtended to Rebbis Milton Steinberg and '’hilip
Bernstein for their efforts in comneetion with the Christian clergy.

A 1list of those who particinated is to be sent to the members of the
Office Oommittee. It was proposed to request Bishop Foling to join the organizaw
tion.

4, The "Tribune" Sunday supplement "This Week" carried an article on Palestine
by Emil Lengyel.

Mrs. Pool reported that the "I'imes" will carry an article in a forthcoming
Sunday issue on the work of Dr. Kligler in Palestine.

MEETINGS
The next meeting is to be on Thursday, December 17, at 2t30 p.n.

KEREN HAYESOD

Mr. Wertheim requested that the matter of the dispute between the Poale
Zion and the Keren Hayesod be put on the agenda of an early meeting.
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December 17, 1942.

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist
Affairs was held on December 17, 1942.

PRESENT® Mr. 8zold, (presiding), Mrs. Epstein, Rabbi Gold, Mr.Greenberg,
Mr, OGellman, Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. Pool, Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise,
Judge Levinthal (later).

Dr. Goldmanny Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann.

AGINDA

The Chairman proposed that the Office Committee agenda be devoted to broad
issues of policy rather than methndnlogies. Mr. Neumann, in this connection,
reported that the sub-committee had not yet met, but that he
had prepared & number of questions for consideration.

Mr. Szold thought the Office Committee should sit in more or less contind
uous session to eensider these broad problems.

It was decided to devote December 25 to an all day meeting and Mr. Neumann's
agenda is to be circulated to the Office Oommittee.

ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE

Mr. Szold reported that the sub-committee on organization was engaged in
preparing its recommendations. 48 an interim proposal it redommended that
Mr. Shulman be invited to serfe as chairman of the public relations committee and

that he attend meetings of the Office Committee without vote. This recommendation
was accepted.

MUEREOAN CQUNCIL FOR JUDALSK"

Mr. Lourie read a statement which had been prepared for the Anglo-Jewish
press. It was agreed to release this for publication. The matter of a statement
for the general press was left for consideration by the sub-committee appointed to
consider action in regard to the forgation of the american Council for Judaism.

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
Dr. Wise reported & meeting with Mr. Wertheim, as follows!

He and Dr. Goldmenn had seen Mr. Wertheim in Washington on December 16 and
had told him that Dr. Wise had reported to the Office Oommittee the conversation he
hed had with Mr. Wertheim the previous week in Washington. The Office Committee
was surprised that it had not received a written communication from Mr. Wertheinm
officlally informing them of the decision of the Americen Jewish Committee againsi
2 bllateral agrecment and in favor of the issuance of a unllateral statement of iis
own. To this Mr. Wertheim replied that he had thought it more advisable to inforn.
Dr. Wise informelly and orally sbout the decision, instead of writing formal lettys
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It had further been indicoted to Mr. Wertheim there was a feeling amongst
the members of the Emergency Committee that it wuuld at tha 1eaat, nfter a year anc
a half of negotiations, u bia:
have been an act of courtesy on the part of the Hagntiating Gommittea of the
American Jewish Committee to have shown us the text of their proposed uni-lateral
statement before it was made public. To this Mr. yertheim replied that since the
Executive of the aJ0 did not yet know whether the annual Conference would endorse
the statement, they felt it better to keep it secret until it would have recelved
the approvel of the Annual Conference.

Dr. Wise then told Mr. Werbheim that he had intended writing him a letter
on the subject, but that the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee felt that
inasmuch as Mr. Wertheim had delivered his message orelly, it might be better that
Dr. Wise also communicete with him orsellys Dr. Wise thereupon read to Mr. Wertheim
the following letter which it had plamned to send him!

( DRAFT) December 15, 1942.
Mr. Maurice Wertheim, President
Ame rican Jewish Oommittee
386 Fourth Avenue
New Iork,N.Y.

Dear Mr. Wertheimi

I have submitted to the smericean Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs
at its meeting on December 156%h, the verbal communication which you made
to me at your Washington home on December 8th. I reported that the

American Jewish Committee will, at its annual meeting in January, consider
the issuance of a unilateral statement that would deal with the matters
dlscussed by our Joint negotiating committee for more than & year. The
Emergency Committee believes that the issuance of a unilateral statement by
the American Jewish Committee implies a termination of those negotiations
which, it was expected, would lead to a bilateral agreement.

I submitted, further, your personal and upefficial suggestion that the
Zionists issue & statement coincident with the statement of the American
Jewish Committee. It is the unanimous judgment of the Emergency Committee
that any statement to be issued by us in this connection, can be considered

only after an exanination of the unilateral stetement of the hmerican Jewish
Committec.

I am directed by the Emergency Committee to inform you that in view of the
unilateral action pronosed by the American Jewish Committee, the Zionists
consider themselves free to teke such actionts seems advisable in winning
the supnort of American Jewry to its progran.

In conclusion, may I exnress, both for myself and on behalf of the Emergency
Comnittee, our deep apnreciation of your unremitting efforts in sceking to
unite American Jewry on 2 common platform.

Faithfully yours,

After the letter had been read, Mr. Wertheim said he too thought it bettc.

that Dr. Wise should not write him a formal letter and that he was taking note
of this oral communication.
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we dtated to Mr., Wertheim that the Emergency Committee  would . now consider
itself frec to take any sction deemed advisable to get the support of American
Jewry for Zionist demandss Mr. Wertheim replied that the Emergency Committee was,
in his opinion, absolutely free to take such action.

Mr. Werthein then expressed his conviction that the unilateral statement of
the Emericon Jewish Committee would be satisfectory to the Emergency Committee, and
urged very strongly that the Emerganci Committee issue a statement of its own con-
taining o definition of "nationslisn." Dr. Wise and Dr. Coldmenn stated that they
had no euthority to commit the Emergency Committee in this respect.’

They then asked whether the AJO had given consideration to a possible resumnp—
tion of negotiations after the issurnce of their unilateral statement. To this
Mr. Wertheim replied that the matter had neither been discussed nor decided upon
and would depend upon the reaction of the Zionists to their statement and on the
attitude of the incoming President of the American Jewish Committee.

ASLA LEAGUE

Dr. Wise urged that any Zionist participation in the Asia League be given the
most careful consideration. It was decided to discuss the matter with Dr. Welzmann.

_CHRISTIAN COUNCIL FOR PALESTINE
Mr. Noumenn said that in the light of the establishment of a spmcifically

anti-Zionist body, the work of the Christian Council eseumed special lmportances *J
It would be necessary to allocate an amount up to $5,000 for the work of the Council

D r. Atkinson was enthusiastic and ready to go ahead without delay. It was agreed

that the matter should be referped to Rabbis Steinberg and Bernstein, and Mr.

Neumann and Mr. Shulman, and that the question of an appropriation be brought back

to the Committee at an early dabe.

e ‘,4”

BOOK BY PROFESSOR FRIEDRICH W

Mr. Neumann reported a further conversation with Frofessor Friedrich of
Harvard who had confirmed that it was not certain that he would be able to undertaje
the work in any event before another six weeks. #8 regards the suggestion that he
should make available to us en extended outline of the propcsed work, Prof. Friedrih
said that he did not kmow if he could even devote himself to this at the moment.

The question of financing the work had been raised and Mr. Neumann had informed him
that the Committee was inclined to have such a study made and that the matter had
to be eonsidered in relation to the rest of the budget. Profi. Friedrich had sug-
gested that the Committee should come to a definite decision. It was agreed that
the matter be considered within the framework of the Committee follading a report

of the sub-committee on organization.

It was reparted that the New Zionist Orgeanization was sending out imvitations
to nonJews in connection with the establishment of a new Yommittee bearing some
such title as "'he American Oommittee for Settlement of Jewlsh Refugees." It was
suggested that the Emergency Committee should give consideration to the suggestior
for a union of all Zionist forces.

Mr. Wertheim pointed out that the policy of the World Zionist Organization
had been expressed in a declaration indicating reddiness to receive the Revisioni.::
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back into the organization if they in turn would amcept at the same time the re-
sponsibilities of membership. Fossibly the Revisionistsmnight be included within
the fromework of the all-Jewish Conference to be called, but it was very doubtful
whether it was apnronriate for one of the member organizations of the World
Zi~nist Organization to take up in a general way the questisn of an agreement with
the Revisionists. Such an agreement slould be nepotianted by the governing authori-
ties of the Orgenization. It was agreed that the matter be nlaced on the agenda
for fuller discussion by the Emergency Committee.

Judge levinthal reported on discussions which had been going on between
representatives of the Zk and the Army Committee, pointing out that the ZOA had
given notice to the Emergency Committee some months ago that they will consider
themselves free to pursue the matter of an arrangement with the Army Committee if
the Energency Committee failed to do so. Judge Levinthal cdded that no final decis
sion would be teken without submitting the matter first to the Emergency Committee.
He went on to say that recently the ZOA had heen given to understend by represen—
tatives of the Army Committee that they were anxiogs to have & cordlal relationship
with the organization. There wes unquestionably a great deal of confusion among
the rank and file and the statements sent out by the Emergency Committee and the
different organizations had failed to olarify the situation. There was a good deal
of supnort amongst Zionists for the work of the Army Oonmittee. The ZOA had ap-
pointed a sub-committee %o work out a formula which was juided by the desire
1) to solve existing confusion, 2) to establish a friendly relationship and
terminate the continuel sniping by members of one body against the other, and
3) to obtain the assurance that all political negotiations would be the preroge-
tive of and conducted by the official Zionist bodies and not by the Army Committee.

NEXT MEETING

It wos egreed that the next meeting of the Committee should take pleee
on December 22.




December 17, 1942
Te: Mr, Arthur Lourie

From: Mr., Emanuel Neumann

SOME QUESTIONS WEICH SUGGEST THEMSILVES FOR CONSIDERATION
IN CCIMTECTION TWITHE AN ELABORATICH OF TEE BILTUORE RESCLUTIONS

What is meaat by Commonwealbth? Is it synonymous with State? TWhat degres
of sovereigniy and indapendence is contemplated?

How do we envisage the defense of the Commonwealth against external
aggression?

What stall be the nature of the government of Palestine in the transitonel
period - Mandatory? British or otherwise? Administration by an inter-
national commission? Shall this transition period be of fixed or im-
definite duration?

Jewish control of immigration: How is the control to be exercised and
by whotm (Jewish Agency or Yishuv or any other body)? 1Is Jewish control
to be subject to any governing principle, such as absorptive capacity or
any other limiting factors? Any review or appeal? ould we agree to an
immigration board of mixed composition; i.e., with a Jewish majority but
with representatives also of the government and of the Arabs?

L

Jewish control of colonization and finance: How oan these functions be
exercised by the Jews without in effect taking over the government of
Palestine? .among the questions involved: agrarian reform, rights of
eminent domain, tax reform, regulation of ta&fiff,

Do we contemplate the transfer en masse of a lerge number of Jews (say,
500,000) to Pelestine immedintely after the war ae pnrt and parcel of
the postwar settlement? If so, what are the problems involved in such
an undertaking? How do we envisage their solution?

How do we envisage the finaneing of the immigrntion and colonization in
the postwar perlod? International loan? If so, by whom and to whom
extended? An internal Jewish national loan? If so, in what manner and
under what conditisns? Private cepital? Ghall the Palestine government
be expected to nssume a part of the financial burden?

-—

*
Internal security: Shall we depend upon foroes manintanined by the
Mandatory or international police? §Shall there be set wp a Jewlsh polioce
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force or a militia? If so, how constituted and responsible to whom?

Shall we say anything regarding the Holy places and if so precisely
vhat?

vhat status are the Arabs to have? (a) in the transition period;

(b) under the Commonwealth? That rights are they to have -- civil end
religious rights, culturel rights, recogniticn as an ethnic group, some
form of bi-nationalism?

Prang-Jordan, Shall we be silent about it or put forwnrd proposals?
Shall we ask for the inclusion of Trans-Jordan in the Jewish Commonweanlth
or merely its opening to a limited Jewish immigration, or the stntus que?
Shall we ask for insurance that Trans-Jordan will not be annexed to or
united with Syria?

Boundaries., Do we envissge any change in the present boundary of Pal-
estine or of the Jewish Cormenwealth in only a port of Palestine? IEx-
tension of the northern boundnry to the Litani River? The question of
Aknba,

Relation of Pnlestine to neighboring countries: Folitical federation?
Customs union? If so, what conditions? If not, the possible relation
of Pnlestine to o larger reglonal grouping?




December 22, 19842.

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Americen Emergency Comnittee for
Z3onist affeirs was held on Tuesday, December 22,1042 at 2180 p.m.

PRESENTS Judpe Levinthal(presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mr. Oellman, Mrs. Halprin,
Mrs. Pool, Mr. Segal, Mr. Shulman, Mr. Sgzold, Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise.

Dr. Ooldmanns Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumenn, Mr. Weisgel.
By invitationt Mr. B iser, Mr. Sobeloff of Baltimore.

ORGANIZATION

Mp. Szold submitted the following report of the sub-committee on organization
which was accepted.

REPORT OF MEZTINGS OF REOROANIZATION SUBMCOMMITTEE
December 16 and 18, 1942

1. At least three Denartments shall be set up as follows?

a) Public Relations (including various group contacts, such
as clergymen, journalists, academic circles,etc.,

b) Resources and Planning Department
(This shell be charged with preparetion of documents and
material for other denartments and shall include an
Econontic Sub-Uommittee, srabJewish Relations Sub-Committee,
Fost—-war plai.aing, “ sy : 5 -

¢) Fublieity and Fublications.

2. Bach of the above Sub-Committees or Depertments shall have a
volunteer Cheirmen in addition to a paid o ficial to direct the work.
The volunteer Chairmen of the different departments shall be entitled
to attend meetings of the 0ffice Committee without vote.

8. In addition to the foregoing three Sub-Committees or departments
there shall be astablished a Sub-Committee to work together with
Dr: "eigmann and the members of the World Zionist Executive in the
political field.

4, Anmerican Falestine Committee!

The work of the 4.0, shall fall within the Jjurisdiction
of the Fublic Relations Department, but shall be conducted by an
official to be designated for that purpose in Washington.

Mr, 8201d reported further that Mr. Shulman had agreed to serve as voluntar;
cheirman of the Public Relations Department. He pointed out that public relation:
was & most importent and urgent phase of the work of the Oommittee and that, if
necessary, temporary personnel should be engaged so that the work be oarried on
without a break.
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AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM

“  Mr., Keiser and Mr. Sobeloff reported that the Baltimore community was eager
to take some action in respect to the newly formed committee jeaded by Rabbi
Lazaron of that city. They read the attached statement, conteilning recommendations
for action.

Considerable discussion followed. Reference was made to the appointment of
a sub—committee to deal with the nroblem, and it was sugpested that one or both of
two lines of action be falloweds {a) a referendun, and (b), a national conference
of 21l the Jewish organizations ready to join with us. It was also sugrested that
snecial cdemonstrations be held in Baltimore and irhiladel:hia, which might consti-
tute an effective reply to Rabbis Lazaron and Wolseyj in the meantime nleans for
action on a national scale ghould be congidered,

Mr. Sobeloff said that the question of a demonstration had been considered
in Baltimore by a committee under the chairmanshin of Dr. Harry Friedenwald.
However, they had come to the conclusion that such a demonstratioh would serve only
to rublicize Rebbi Lazaron and his fellow rabbis , which was what they wanted
above all. It had seemed to them that a more effective reply would be to take a
positive 1line by demonstrating the overwhelming support of American Jewry for
Zionism by means of a petition such as they had drawn up. Moreover, the pwocess of
securing such signatures would in itself be a process of Zionist education, which
would be of preat value.

In the course of further discussion it was sugpested that the Baltimore
Zionists ;o into every home in Baltimore and carry out a small-scele test referen-
c¢um of their own. Other supgestions were that there should be meetings in every
city to be followed up by an all Jewish Oonference.

Judge Levinthal reported that the matter had been considered at the last
meeting of the ZOh Executive and it had been felt that it would be better to get
the sunnort of large orgenizations, rather than try to get individuel signatures,
;?is& would be a very expensive undertaking and might not result in imnressive

(=] ™

In answer to & question as to why the petition as drafted inBaltimore
contained no reference to the Jewish Yommonwealth, Mr. Sobeloff said they had be-
lieved that the petition as worded would be able to secure the sipnatures of a
larger number of neople than if the Commonwealth were mentioned.

In reply to this it wes urgedthat a referendum which epressly limited
itself to the Balfour Declaration might imply political defeat of the Jewlsh Com—
monwealth aim. It was egreed finally that the question of the petition and of the
Conference be given further full consideration by the sub-committee.

The Cheirman thanked Mr. K®iser and Mr. Sobeloff for coming and for thei-

valuable and able nresentation and essured them that they would be kept informed
as to further nlans in connection with the Council.

DR. MAGNES

Dr. Wise renorted that the Board of Governors of the Hebrew University
had under consideration adoption of a vote of censure on Dr. Magnes, which might
lead to his resignetion. After some discussion it wes the consensus of opinics
that in the event of the withdrawal of Ur. Magnes from the University, the Zloni..
would undertake to do whatever they could to make up for any financial loss whic..
might result from such withdrawel. ;

o

'
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POLITICAL COMMITTER

Dr. Ooldmann reported on behelf of the sub-cummittee which had discussed with
Dr. Weizmann the setting up of a nolitical committec.

It had been unenimously agreed that the Office Committee should continue to
function as the main nolicy mekxing body on political questions. On the other hand
it was essential to have a small working committaz, prepared to meet frequehtly
and at short notice and to concern itself with the day to day politicel work. It
was nroposed that the cheirman of the Office Committee anpoint & sub-committee of
three, to Le responsible to the Office Committee, and to meet with the members of
the World Zion ist Executive,

A lengthy Aiscussion followed. Mr. Wertheim and Mr. Gellman said that all
ﬁarties must be represented on such a sub-committee. Mr. Segal supported this
nosition and said that Dr. Weizmann was entitled to select whom he wished to work
with, but if it were 2 sub-committee of the Office Oommittee and resnmonsible to it,
then it had to be based on party representation. Mrs. Pool also urged that all
prouns be represented.s Dr. Goldmann nointed out that neither in London nor in
Jeruselen was the working political committee based on party renresentation, but,
rather »n the ability of nersons to do the work.

Mrs. Halprin, on behalf of the sub-committee, saicd that it had not been con-
templated that this nolitical committee be a-nolicy making body but that it fune—
tion as & working committee only.

Mr. 82z0ld moved to accept the recommendation of the sub~committee. The
motion was cefeated.

The submcomuittee was asked te hakte the metter up apain with Dr. Weiznmann
bearing in mind the requéest of the parties.

JEWISH CONGRESS ACTION RE EUROFEAN SITUATION

Mr. Shulman renorted!.that he, Dr. Golcmenn, Dr. Wise and Mr. James Wise
had pone to Washington in connection with the mass messacres of Jews in Nazi-
Byrone. They had seen Mr. Davis, who had delegatéd Mr. Roston of his office to
coonerate with the Congress Yommittee. The Secretary of State and the Vice-
President had also offered their coorneration. DPorothy Thomnson had initieated a
committee of Germen iAmericans who would empedl to the German peonle. Dr. Goldstein
had accented the chairmanshin of the committee to secure the cooperatisn of the
churches. The medical association and the Bar associetion had offered cooperation.
It was nlanned t5 hold 2 mass meeting in Madison Square Garden on January seventh,
the nrogram of which would be worked out by the Uommittee.

Dr. Ooldmann renorted that the Conrress had asked Rabbi Perlzwelg to go
to Washington to discuss wvith the embassies of neutrel countries the nossibility
of hevens for refugees who may be saved. He would also try to arrange that therc
be Jewish representation on the Commission of Inquiry. The Congress has also
srranged with the Free World to cerry on nublicity in Latin America. It was
thowrht that this misht be effective in OGermeny.

Mrs. Pool urged that the question of a jJoint committee of the Emergency
Oommittec and the Congress be reconsidered. 8he believed that the cables from
Miss Szold and the Agency nlaced a responsibility on the Zionists to act as such
in this matter. B8he further urpged thest the nlans for rescuing children be put
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in the hands of Americen Jewish wonen's organizationsl In view of the nosition
alreacy taken up by the Conpress in regerd to & Joint committee, no action was
teken on that pronrosal.

Mr. Seg that the Zionists should now urge upon Great Britain the
abrogation of the White Paper. It was decided to discuss this matter further at
the next meeting.

Two cables from Palestine werc reportedt a) to the effect that Barlas
was nroceeding to Turkey and suggestinc that the Imergency Committee send a
reppesentative to Lisbon, and b) Expressing the readiness of the Yishuv to adort
50,000 children.

MR. SHERTOK'S VISIT TO AMERIOA

Dr. Goldmenn renortdd that the State Uepartment had puaranteed priorities
for Mr. Shertok from Loncdon to New York and from New York to Jerusalenm,
Mr, Shertok had been so advised and had been urged to come here for a fortnirht
to consult with us, but no answer had as yet been received.

CORRECTION OF MINUTES
Minutes of December 11 #0903, under heading "DELEGATION TO iaLESTINE"-

for ™irs. Pool nronosed that a delepation of three would be advisable)
and that one should be a member of Hadassah,"

read- "™Mrs., Halprin nroosed.is....




CONFIDENTIAL (epecial)

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE IIEETING

ANMERICAN ZMARGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

Docenber 25,1942

4 special nooting of tho O0ffice Comnitteo of tho Emergency Committee
for Zionist Affairs was hold on Friday, Docember 25, at 10 a.Ms at tho
8ts Ropis Hotele

PRESENT: Mr. Szold (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mres Gollnan, Mrs Groenberg,
Hrse Halporin, Mrse Jacobs, lMrse Pool, Mre. Shulnan, lire Sognl, Dr. VWisec.

Dre Golimann, Mre Lourioc, Mr. Noumann, Mr. Weissnle

Dre VWelznann was present for a short tine during the aftormoone

(It was agreed that tho discussion vould be informal and thnt no one wag
in any eomnitted to any point of view exprossed. The ncetinz had been
callel to7 clarify funianental quostioens of policy and objectives nnd was
to be considered in the nature of n tentntive discussion

STATS DEPARTLLINT

Mre Noumann roferred to the possibility that discussions with regard to the
future of tho Arab states miht Yo taldnz nlaco or about %o take nlace with
official circles and that any future plans for states close to Palestine wore
nocessarily of concorn to uses In this connection, Mr. Noumann reforred to the
papor which Dre Nisbuhr hal read at the moetingz of the Chriestian clercy on
Zionist problems. Dre« Hicbuhr had proposed that in its dealinge with the
arnbs, the State Dopartment make the accoptnnce of a specinl position for
Palestine a quid pro quo for the indepondenco of wvarious aArab statos.

It was the consensus of opinion that the State Dopartnent be inforned (a) that
the Zionist movoment is interested in a2ll nesotiations nnd plame for the
future of arab states near Palestinoc and (b) Palestine rmust be considered as
apart from the totality of Arab eountriess Thie, it wns belioved, i1s a natter
of logic and justicc and the United States gzovernmont must be nprevailed upon
to makeo clear to the Arabs that Palestine is not part of the cornplex of Arnd
countries to be givon indeendence after the wars

Drs Goldmann reported that Mre Wolles had desimated Ur. Yallace Kurray to
discuss prelininary plans for the future of Palestine with Dre. Veiznanne

Mre. Pool asked to have roesrded hor consternation that Dre ‘‘eimnnn and
Drs Goldnnann had soen Mre Welles on this matter without being accompanioed
by an Jmeoricane




TERM INOLOGY

The Terms "Commonwenlth" and "State" wore discussed. It was nnde clear (a)
that Commonwealth and State are for our »urposes synonymous terms, but that

the connotation of "Commonwealth" was more democratic and more in consonanco
with current political ¥erminology; "etate™ had acquired umpleasant connotationss
For all practical intents and purposes the meaning vns idontical mas it affected
sovereigaty, forn of governmont, otce (b) The demand for a Jewish Commonwéalth
implied tho enjoyment of as much or as little sovereignty as would be accorded
to any other state in the post-war world, within a demoecratic structures

(e) In all official documente and statements the term "Commonwealth" is to

be used, though in speeches and unofficial uttorances, the terms "state" and
feonmonwealth" may be used interchangeablye

TRANSITIONAL FZRIOD

Mr. Greenbers opened the discussion on the organization of a regine for the
governnent of Fnlestine between the time when the Armistice shall havo been
simed and the time whon there will be a Jewish najority, or a Jewish Commone
wealthe He said that in his opinion Jewish control of immigration seems to
have as & necessary corollary the establishment of a Jewieh proviesional
government in Palestine, which shall be in control of land~resorves, labdor
legislation, fiscal powers, etce Ho questioned whother it 'ms possible to

make such demands without asking in effect, for a Jewish provisional governments

Dre Goldmann said thnt (1) whatover suggestions are made to the State Departmont
should be made kmown to the British at the same timGe If would e highly unwise
to give the British the impression (a) that we are megotiating without informing
them and (b) that we would not want them in Pnlostine. (2) Ideally, he would
choose an international trusteeship for Palestine entrusted to the administration
of a noutral country, not tied-up with the Arab World and not motivated by power
politices The Jows and Arabs should be entrusted with the loenl administration
of the country, with an understanding that the Jews should be responsible for
the administration of immigrations (3) The neutral pover entrusted with tho
administration must be given the clear directive that its chief task is the
development of the country in order to facilitate repid, largo-scale Jowish
immigrations The neutral power should not be named at this tine as nothing
ghould be done to antagonize Great Britaine

Mres Shulnman took the position that no Jewish provisional government was necces—
sarys Two problems were involvedt (a) the government of Palestine as a whole
and (b) the maximum development of Palestine for Jewish immigratione 4s far

as (a) is concernod, there was likely to be some form of international trustee-
shipe In respect to (b) there should be a Jewish authority which should have
full power to purchase land, to regulate immigration, to develop the country

to the maximm, to cooperate with Jewish National Munds, etc. He saw no
conflict between a general governmontal authority and a Jewieh authority for
the purposes spocifieds

Mr. Weisgal roported Dre Welzmann's views on the organizatfon of Palestine
during the transition period, as followsy Dre Weizmann took the pesition

(in discuesing the matter with friends in Washington) that the quostion of
the control of Jewish Lmigration was quite independent of the provisional
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form of government which might be set up, and of the ultinate establishment of
a Jewigh Commonwealths Ve have two problems: (1) the neel of the Jewish people
for Falestine and (2) to get a majority in the countrye

The mattor of immigration must be solved so as to handle both problems as
quickly as possible. There will be several million Jews who will have to be
fed, clothdd and rehabilitated after the wer by the United Nationss By securing
the ngreemont of theo United Nations to take theso people out of occunied countries
immediately after the war nnd sending then to ralestine, we would then te doing
something ¢onstructives Theso refugees will gradually be absorbed into the
econonic life of the country and will have some hope for the future. Falestine
is ready to absorb them and Jewish neceds demand that the matter be entrusted to
Jews. If such a program is adopted, within three to five years, the entire
intermediate problem will be solved, for there will then be a Jewish majority

in Falestine.

In this connection Mre. FPool recommended that an article by Sir Herbert Emerson
in the current issue of Foreign Affanirs, ontitled "Poste~war Problems of the
Refugee™ might be helpful, as a basis of etudy.

Mrse Halprin made the point that this was not a refugee nroblem, but invelved
thé: whole econnmic and political development of the country. 8he proposed that
the matter of finding Arab moderates in the country vho night agree to a propoeal
such ns that outlined by Dre Coldmann, be exploredes

The chairman said it would be well to consider what would be the first step to
take when the gune cease firing and the British are still in Palestine. 1In
principle, if not in fomm, a Jowish provisional government might be the only
possible solutinne

There was a one hour intermission for lunche The meoting wns reconvened at 2 Fele

Mr. Neumann proposed the following: He said he thought Dre Goldmann'!s suggestions
admirable, but too optinmistice He did not beliove it likely that a small, noutral
country would be prepared to undortake the adninistration of so complex a country
ns Palestine. Moreover, he pointed out that in many American circles, the idea
of international administration, as well as suporvision, was gnining ground. It
is considered more and more important in many circlos %o find ways and means of
strengthening the international supervision of national administration in

colonies and mandated territories. But in Great Britain the idea has not been
put forward of giving up any territory to an international eetup, in any
authoritative quarter. In any nlan for tho future of Palestine, we must reckon
with British, or partly British, controle as for #irectives, lire Noumann
rocalled, that the diroctives in the Mandate for inlestine wore explicit and
clear and that any government, outside of the Jows thomselves, entrusted with

the carrying out of directives leading to a maximum Jewigh immigration, would

be confronted with the same difficulties as besot Great Britalne

The only things to do ie to say that this is a unique situation and requires
unique solution. There should be two authoritios in the country, both deriving
authority from a higher powers (a) an authority to deal with the general
administration and normal processds of governmont, and (b) a development author-
ity invested with certain powers in spocified fields of actipne There is a
precedent for thie in the TV, for oxample, which functions independently of
the states in which 1t operates. This development authority should not devise
its nuthority from the govermment of Falestine, but its function should be %o




carry on work related to the development of the country. Jurisdictional conflicts
between it and the loeal govermment could be resolved by another body, dut if the
local government has the proper diroctives such conflicts should not be sharpe

The Jewish Development Authority nizht be ziven nctual zovetmmental powers

within specified fiolds as a compronise b8tweon a Jowish provisional govermnment
and a non-Jewish government. Furthermore, tho whole idea might be tiod un with
regional developgfent in the countries of the Noar and Middle Enste
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Mr. Greenberg sald that if we proceed on the assumption that the British HEmpire
will remain intact after the war, Dre Goldmann's proposal, although highly
desirable, is too optimistic. He said he would not want to undertake the job

of persuading Great Britaln to give up Palestine or to persuade a small neutral
country to take on the Job of policingz Palestine and semi-policing the noighboring
countries. He referred to the Bournemouth Manifesto of the British Labor Party
a8 evidence that some circles, at least, in Great Britain were thinlking in terms
of giving independence to colonies after the war under the supervision of an .
international body. In trying to work out a transition govermment for Palestine,
Mr. Greemberg proposed & tri-partite arrangement to include (a) the present
population in ralestine; (b) the Jewish people to be represented by a Jewish
Agency; (c) an international body to include Great Britain. He proposed securing
the advice of experts who might be helpful in working out such a systen.

He did not agree with Mre Neumomn that the TVA was a precedent, inasmuch as
there is no precedent for vhat we are trying %o accomplish in Palestine.

In this connection Hrse Pool said that courses were being given in various

Universities on military and social administration of occupied territoriese
These courses night be valuable for training personnel and it might be well
to investigate thome

In response to Dre Goldmann?s question as to vhether Mr. Neunann visunlized the
proposed developnent authority as regulating irmigration, Mre Neuwmann replied
that immigration regulation wnould have toc be combined with the functioning of
the dovelopment authorfty if we wanted to achieve our goals

Mre Neumann said he did not see who would be responsible for military or polieec
power under a tri-partite arrangement such as had been proposed by Mre Greenberge

Mre. Greenherg replied that the defense of tho borders would be under inter-
national supervision until such time as the Jewish Commonwealth were establisheds
local policing would be under the control of the Commission representing the
three authorities which he had mentioneds

MrsNeumann said that was the vital question and he wondered where the force
vhich might be relied on would be found in such an arrangemente

Mrse Halprin said sho thought a scheme such as Dre Goldmann had proposed was
quite Utoplan and that we had to reckon with Great Britaln eupplying the police
power possibly with some additional control on the part of the United Nationse
In her opinion the situation resolved itself into finding safeguards in respect
of immediate control by Great Britaln in the form of some higher international
authority.
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Mrs. Jacobs said that in any case snmall nations would require rehabilitation
after the ware 8he foresaw that some intornational police power would be

created during the transition period. 8She believed that there would be no
possibility of Great Britain'!s having authority except with the sanction of

the combined United Nationse She did not believe that Mr. Greenberg!s conception
of -the relation of Great Britain to Palestine after the was realistice The
‘British Empire would rdmain an Zmpire, perhaps not as large as it 1s at present,
but, nevertheless an Empire, and the United States would support Great Britain

in maintaining thie status. She recommended that we find out what trends wvarious
post~war planning boards were taking, rather than waste tine and energy in plan-
ning what may be completely unrealistic. Ve rmust try to ride along "on the crest
of the wave" of the postwar worlde

Dre Goldmann said he did not think that the possibility of a neutral country
taking the responsibility for Palestine was so unrealistic as many believeds
Should we succeed in getting the support of the United Nations for a Jewish
Commonwealth and with it directives leading to a Jewish majority, then it may
be that Great Britain, with all her commitnents in the Arab world, may prefer
not to be the authority to carry out these directives. However, at the moment
he did not believe we should concern ourselves with who the authority would be,
but it was important that the local population of Palestine be part of the
administration during the transition period, both because this is democratic
and educationals In teaching the local population to assume certain responsi~
bilities, it will be easior to achieve a change in the administration.

At this poiﬁt Dre. Weizmann arriveds Dre Goldmann summarized the previous
discussion for Dr. Welzmann.

Dr, Weizmann made the following remarks, stating that they were informal and in
no way binding or final,.

He believed we should be making a great mistake in assuming that Great Britain
will not have a very important voice in the solution of the problem and he thought
a great deal of the decision will be taken there. Great Britain is now passing
through a curious stage -~ a period of rejuvenations The people feel that they
have made many mistakes, for which they are now atoning, but believe that they
can do the job as well as anyone else, if not better.

He said that there was on the other hand, in the United States, temporarily at
any rate, a swing to the right and an atmosphere had been created in which 1%
was difficult for us to worke In taking these two tendencies into consideration
it was easier to work in Engla Moreover, with all its shortcomings and diffi-
culties, we are accustomed to working with Englande There are unknown dangers
in entrusting our fortunes to a new and unknown country from the point of view
of middle~eastern politicse He said he would not like to see dual control in
ralestiney, for that would mean we might fall between two extremes.

He himself favored a plan of bringing over a large number of people immediately
after the guns have ceased firings Fe said such a plan was defdéxeible, necessary
and would to a great extent solve the whole problem. BSuppose you bring over a
quarter of a million or 300,000 Jews, you would then have effectively (even if
not nmérically) a majority in Palestines If these people who, in any case,

will have to be fed and clothed, are fed and clothed in Palestine, the country
will be rebuilt in the process and we have already proved that we can do 1ite




- B -

If thie plan is combined with the development of the country, we are more or
less in an maulailabla positions If the Arabs refuse, it will put them in

a "dog in the manger" position which will not be tnlara.ted in the post~war
wurld. Such a plan will, moreover, win the interest and sympathy of the liberal
world and is the key to the gsolution of our problems We can prove that we can
bring in 300,000 or a quarter of a miilior ac a 10% instalnent on future Jewish
immigrations

Arabs, he believed, should be associated in the development scheme, to a great
extents This idea had been accepted in the Huleh with successe He had not yet
considered the problem of financing the projeci. He believed his plan would
lay the foundation for the rest and that Dr. Ruppin!s Institute in Palectine
should be asked again to prepare the plans for such a projects

After having heard nore about Mre Neumann'!'s proposals, Dre Weiznann likened the
Development authority of which he had spoken, to a Chartered Company and thought
1t night be worked oute

He sald he thought Great Britain would concentrate its colonial efforts afier
the war in developing Africa because its posseesions in the Far East would gojg
India would probably be given dominién statuse But most of Africa probably
would be British. Palestine night fit as a nedal point in this development
pictures Moreover Palestine was a sort of soclal laboratory and many British
statesmen view it that way. Ne ¥hought the JVA plan should be pressed forward
ags speediYY A - poceiblos

In response to a question about the White Paper, Drs Weimmann said that the
matter might be pressed after the fall of Tunis and Bizerto.

The chairman proposed that coneideration be given to spending money for
research work connected with the immediate transfer of a large number of
Jews to Palestines

Mr. Neumann said he had looked over an outline of work prepared by Dre Ruppin's
ingtitute, dut it was not the kind of thing that Dr. Weizmann or Mre Ben~Gurion
had had in mind and was not adequiite for the problems

After a brief summary of the meeting, the chairman said that further considera-
tion had to be given to the question of the form of government we wanted and
the kind of 1ntarnatiuna1 trusteeship, which Dre Weizmann had omitted from his
digcussione .

The meeting adjctrned at 4330 PeMs The next meeting was set for Monday,
Decamber 28, at 8400 PeMe
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CONF IDENT TAL (special)

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEETING
AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTER FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

December 28, 19423

A meeting of the Office Committse of the Emergency Cormittes for Zionist
Affairs was held on Monday evening, December 28%. 41 Bast 42nd S*reot.

PRESFNT: Mr, Szold (presiding) Mr. Bublick, Mr. Gellman, Mp. Grcente g,
Mre. Halprin, Mrs, Jacobs, Mree Pool, Mre Segal, Mre Shulman, Dro Tiele

Dre Goldmann, Mre Lourie, Mre. Neumann.

FOST WAR PLANS:

Mre. Neunmann said that in his opinion our plans should be so formulated tliat thoy
form an integrated program, which can be used in discussion in Voshington, uondon
or elsewhere.

Dre Goldmann said that he sould be completely frank in discussions wi*h *he
Britishe We should make clear that whatever power becomes the trustee for
Palestine, must carry out the directime of getting a Jewisgh majority in the

country as soon as possibles After 25 yeare of experience with them, he did not be.
lieve the British would be able to do ite

Mr. Neumann stated it was necessary to take into account the reaction of Great
Britain. In his opinion, Great Britain might find acceptable an arrangement
whereby an independen% Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine would guarantee certain
rights to Great Britain, such as exieted in Hritain'e arrangenent with Iraq.
Britain will surely resist an arrangement such as was contermlated, but it might
smooth the way if we offered a permanent connection of esome kinde If the United
States could be brought into the plcture, so ruch the better: vege the Jewigh
Development Authority might have an official Ameriecan advisor, so that the U.Sc:A.
has a part to play in the development of the country.

Referring to the article by Field-Marshall Smuts appearing in the current issue
of "Life” magazine, Mre Neumann said it confirmed his report that England is

not thinking in terme of divided responsibility in colonial administration.
General Smuts speaks of international supervision of colonies but thies of course
does not mean administration by an international commissions. In any case,

Mre Neumann thought we would have to reckon with Great Britain, and, in thie
connection, he recalled that Dre Welmmann sald he would prefer Great Britain,
since he knew it, to any other powere

Dre Goldmann believed we should be "more than reluctant” to tie ourselves
permanently to the British Empires He did not think it the historic task of
Jews returning to Palestine to be exponents of British imperialiesn in the Near
Baste If we were forced into making a choice between a tie-up with Great Britain
or with Near Bast States, he would prefer to eeo us linked with the Near East
States, for many reasonsi
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(a) For many generations to come the large majority of the Jews will remain
outside of Palestines The more ralestine is tied up with power politics and
imperial interests, the more the Jews of the world will be involved in dlfficult
situations. If, of course, the entire Near East is put under a con~dominium
status administered by the United States, Great Britain and Russia, for example,
then Palestine will fall into that categorye

(b) It would be preferable for Palettine to mssume the leadership in a regenerated
Near Hast than to be the representative there of British Impcrialisne

Mr. Bublick expressed the opinion that if faced with a cholce, he would prefor
that Palestine be assoclated with the BDritish Egpire rather tran with the Near
and Middle Basts

Mrs Greenberg took the position that from the point of view of politizal mcrals,
we could not commit our people not yet in the country, to one or other pormanent
affiliation. That issue must be postponed until the Jewish majority is alreedy
in Palestine and can make its own decisionse

It was his opinion that any Near East Federation would be an Arab Federafion
and that culturally, economically and socially, Jewish Palestinc had mors ia
cormon with the western, than with the oriental, worlde If, however, wo ccumit
ourselves to that alternative, the practical conclusion will be that for *he
interim period, England must have the trusteeshipe On the other hand, Tasre
are extreme dangerg in expressing a preference for an affiliation with ary
potential Near Bast Federation, which may, or will, mean an Arab Foderationt

it will be impessible to maintain our standard of living, our culture in such
a setups

We Mave been working on the assumption that in the post—war period we will have
only regional federations without local statese That may be desirable, but there
will be some exceptions even within that systems For example, it 1s conceivable
that if Burope were regionally federated, Switgerland, because of its history and
tradition, may remain an independent state; the same nay Le %rue of Turkey. The
only path we can pursue is to stress the uniqueness of our position both ns a
people in relation to the geography and history of Paleetine and the nature of

the $ask which will be undertaken theree If we then take the position that in ten
or fifteen years from now the population of the country must make iis own declsions
as to affiliations we can face the world with a clear conscience and a valid
positione We might even think in terms of parallel treaties, not mutually oxcluslves

Dre Coldmann said he agreed with Greembergls conclusions. He believed the ideal
gtatus for Palestine would be permanent neutrality, internationally guaranteed

by international protectione We are the noutral people of the world and certainly
our clain to neutrality is as valid as that of Switzerlande He thought it night
be well to present this to the State Departnent as a solution which fits the
unique status of Palestine, geographically in the east, but culturally part of

the westorn worlde In this connecction, he again suggested that it might be

easier to make a transition from the trusteeship of a neutral country to inter-
nationally guaranteed neutrality, than from British trusteeship to such neutralitys
He sald he was opposed to an international commigsion adninistering Palestine;
this would be a cumbersome method, difficult to deal withe

The whole matter, of course, will depend on whether, after the war, thore really
will be set up an efficient world federation with efficient police powers
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Dre Wise made the point that any plans made by us at this state were mere
"Kinderspiel® and would be considered naive, unless we knew what the British
were thinlkdnge He urged that bofore we make any progran we try to find out
what is in the nminds of tke Britiel with regard to Pnlestine.

Dr. Goldmann said that if wo took that position then we would have to postpone
nmaking any plans or any progran. for tha British would cortainly tnke no
position on Palestine unitil afier the war wns wone

Mre Newmann thought there wae valuo ir Dre "isels suggestione We must remember
that Britain has the dominant posiiion iu the Lear Eaet snd the likellhcod 1s
that the United States will follow its lead on quustions relaving to tnat reglon.
The idea of a neutral Palestine originated with Herzie Our unwillingnece Lo
cormit ourselves to being a factor in British Imperialism 1is courrect; oun tie
other hand, we can envisage that after the transition perind is over aid 3zelf-
government has been granted, a speci al connection betwecn %he Jewigh Cormmonweoalin
and Great Britain shall existe There is no reason why we cannot also have a
relationship with the Near East states. Current political literature mentlon:
"two way states", connected with one group for one reason and another for other
reasonss We must bear in mind, too, that any Near East Federation will iavolve
British power politice on another levels At the momont, the British e Shiakiag
of a federation to include Byria, Palestine, the Lebanon, Tyansjordan, wt.'ch i,
in effect, a completely Arab Federation. We would be better off think.rg in
terms of affiliation with the British Commonwealths Actuaily, a reactirn has

set in against federations in all talk of post-war planninge

If the war were over %tomorrow, the best we could hope for would be a return

to the status quo ante, with a somoewhat improved version of the League of Nations,
Our goal at the moment with our own government under the present circumstances
should be to try to get a large immigration to Palestine with Britain as trustee
for a certain period of years, and that part of the administration, such as
immigration, should bo turned over to us.

The chairman suggested that the power to carry out the directive proposed might be
a Jewish provisional government. If that is unrealistic then we must think in
terms of what Great Britain will allow,

Mrs Shulman said that we should not be dissuaded from thinking in terms of a
changing worlds We are not going to ask for what is possible, but present a
progran of what we wants We should tell our government that we want Palestine
as a Jewish Commonwealth, with a neutral status internationally guaranteed and
ask whether it is possible to fit such an arrangement into the post~war worlde

The meeting adjourned at 10130.




December 29, 1942.

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee for
Zionist Affairs was held on Tuesday, December 29, 1942 at 4100 p.m.

PRESENT: Dr. Ooldstein (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mrs. Halprin, Mrs. Pool,
Hr‘ segal!

Mr. Lourie, Mr. Weisgal.

Excuses for absence were received from Mr. Szold, Dr. Goldmann and
Dr. Wise.

EMIGRATION OF BULGARIAN JEWS

Mr. Lourie reported that according to information received by Bulgarian
Jews here, the Bulgarian government was prepared to facilitate the emigration of
Jews inBilgaria to Palestine and Syria. There was fear that if action was not
taken to evacuate these Jews in the near future the ashnihilation policy of the
Nazis might also be introduced by them in Bulgaria. The Jewish Congress authori-
ties were approaching the Free French in regard to Syria.

It was agreed that a committee of the Emergency Committee be appointed by
the chairman to see Lord Halifax on the matter with a view to obtaining
a) certificatesy (b) relaxation of the rule that refugees from occupied terri-
tory shall not be admitted to Palestine. Dr. Welzmann and Dr. Wise are to be
consulted as to the wisdom of including & member of the Bulgarian Jewish
Conmunity in the delegation.

ENVOY IN NEUTRAL COUNTRY

A cable from Bermard Joseph was reported to the effect that Mr. Barlas
would be sent to Turkey to escertain what might be done on behalf of Jewlsh
refugees through neutral countries. Mr. Joseph had proposed that an American
representative be sent also to Lisbon.

In this connection Mr. Lourie reported that the Jewlsh Congress had ob-
tained permission from the State Department to send an emissary to North africa
in connection with the refugee situation there, also the rapeal of the Vichy
anti-Jewish laws. It was agreed that the Committee keep in touch with the Congress
on the matter, with a view to having the person who represents the Congress also
represent Zionist interests.

CABLE FROM MR. SCHMORAK

Mr. Lourie reported the receint of a cable from Mp. .Schtiorek with pefer-
ence to the nossibility of the manufacture in Palestine of standardized supplies
for refugees after the war.

It was decided to put this matter on the agenda of the next meeting.
Mrs. Pool recorded her regret that this matter had been deelt with by a lengthy
and costly cable, rather than by meil.
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AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDALISM

The Beltimore Zionists had requested puidance for their public relations
council meeting to be beld on December 30.

Mr. Lourie reported that the sub-committece appointed to deal with the
matter of the american Council for Judeism had, & the request of Rabbi Heller,
not yet met, pending a meeting between Heller and a number of other Zionist
Reform habbis on the one hand and Rabbi Lazaron and some of his sunporters on
the other, fixed for January 5. The purpose of the meeting would be to seek a
way out of the conflict which threatened as a result of the establishment of the
American Oouncil for Judaism. The fact that the meeting had been arranged was to
be treated as confidentiel.

It was decided to inform Mr, Keiser of Baltimore of the position. So far
as a possible nrotest meeting in Baltimore was concerned, it was agreed that the
BEmergency Committee should not attempt to restrain the holding of such a meeting
and strongz approval of the idea of similar mectinpgs elsewher: was voiced by sonme
of the members nresent.

UNITED NATIONS

It was reported that an expression of opinion from the Committee had been
sought on the question of seeking official status for the Jewish people as a
constituent member of the United Nations.

It was the opinion of those present that this was a question with many
imnlications and merited the consideration of the full Emergency Committec.
Dr. Weizmann is to be asked for his views on the matter and a full meeting is to
be convened to discuss it.

ALL JEVISH CONFERENCE

Mr. Segal pronosed that a sub-committee be immediately appointed to bring
in concrete proposals and recommendations for the convening of an all-Jewish
Conference, as nreviously considered by the Office Committee. His recommendation
was accej] ted.

Arthur Lourie.






