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CONFIDENTIAL # 44 

MINl1TES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE l-1EETINO 

_fil-1EROENCY COJ\iMITT8E FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Monday, January 5, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee was held on JanuBry 5, 1942 at 
5:30 p.m. at 41 ~ast 42nd Street. 

PRESENT: Judge Levinthal ( p1·esiding), Mrs. Halprin, Mrs. Pool, Mr. bzold, 
Mr. trertheim. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Nr. Weisgal. 

BY-LAWS 

It was agreed that Judge Levinthal and Mr. Neumann should submit a set 
of by-lavs to the next meeting of the Committee. If thought desirable, 
Mr. Gurfein or Judge Rothenberg should be consulted. 

OFFICE COI1il\iITTEE PERSO rJNEL 

It was agreed th8t Mrs. Jacobs should receive invitations to the 
meetings of the Office Committee. 

JE\-;ISH AP.MY COMMITTEE 

A letter from Mr. 'Wechsler dated J anuary 5, 1942 was reatl, and a reply -
based on a draft by Mrs. Halprin - agreed upon. 

VISIT OF MR. CHURCHILL 

Mr. Neumann reported that he had been in touch ,..,ith Senator Wagner 
with regard to a letter to Mr. Churchill on the army matter. Senator Wagner 
was uncertain whether he would be able to do anything in the matter and he 
said that he wished to explore the situation further in \'lashington. 

It was agreed that if Mr. J.M. Martin i~s still in \iashington, 
Mr. Lourie should try to see him there. 

WASHINGTON PRESS CORRESPONDENT 

At Mrs. Pool's suggestion it war agreed that efforts be made to 
ascertain the possibility of arranging ~rrepresentation of an overseas Jewish 
pflblication at the White House Press Conferences. 

WASHii,;GTON OFFICE 

The names of possible nominees to represent the Emergency Committee in 
\iashington, and to open Bn office there, were considered. It was agreed that 
Mr. Neumann should consult Mr. Kaufmann and Rabbi Breslau with regard to 
kr. S. and also •. ascertain the possibility of his obtaining a few months 
leave from his present employment. Inquiries should also be made as to 
whether a non-Jew of first class qualifications might be available to run 
the American Palestine Committee, 

L 
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¥r. Neumann read a memorandum outlining major budgetary proposals. 

It was agreed that a sub-committee to consist of 1-ir. Neumann, Mrs. Pool and 

Mr. Szold renort bacl<: to the Commit tee \•rith regard to a 

1) Nominee for Washington 
2) Non-Jev1ish appointee to direct American Palestine Committee 

3) Suitable research man 

Mrs. Halprin referred to a telegram sent by Mr. Ben-Gurion to Palestine 

from "'hich it appeared that ivir. Ben-Gurion contemplated opening a separate 

office of the Executive in Washington. It was the feeling of those present 

that this would be undesirable, and should be taken up \•rith Hr. Ben-Ourion 

without delay. 

It was also reoorted that Mr. Ben-Gurion had arranged to meet with a 

small group of Jewish Government officials the following day, and Mr. Neumann 

\l.ras instructed to participate in this meeting. 

It was unanimously decided thatg 

~) The Emergency Committee open a political office in Washington, 

~) This should be the only Zionist office for political activity in 

Washington. 
3) Dr. Wise be authorized to name a small political committee (it was 

sugge5ted that the committee he.ve a membership of 5) to coordin­

ate all political activities in ':ashington, this committee to 

act not as a policy-meking body but as a liason. 

1/7/42. 

~. Lourie 



l.!INUT~S OF 1~:TIHG OF Zl~iERGElJCY COI.1LITTEE FOR 
ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

January 8th, 1942 

#47 

A meeting of the full Committee of the :2Inergency Committee Tias held on the 
evening of January 8th at 41 East 42nd Street. 

PRESENT: }fLr . Lipsky (in the chair); :essrst) ]ublick, Cruso 5 Furmansky, Gellman, 
TTolf Gold, Paul L. Goldman, Grossman, Kov,alsky, Segal, ·,1ertheim; 
Mesdames Benjamin, ~pstein, Halprin, Jacobs, Leibel, Schoolman, Pool, 
Shulman; 

"" iviessrs. Ben Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie, Neumann; 

Uessrs. s. Bernstein, Joseph Cohn, Lereminsky, Naiditch, i7eisgal. 

BY-LA71S 

Pursuant to the resolution on the reconstitution of the Emergency Committee 
a draft set of by-lavrn were submitted to the meeting by Mr. lfoumann on behalf 
of the by-laws sub-committee, and after discussion and amendment were adopted as 
follows, subject to further editotial changes if found desirable and to be confirmed 
later. 

ARTICLE I 

NAlvlE - The name of the organization shall be the.tUnerican E~ergency Committee 
for Zionist Affairs. 

ARTICLE II 

PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONS - The American .En:ergency Committee for Zionist Affairs 

/ 
(hereinafter referred to as the Committee) shall engage in such activities as it 
may deem advisable in the interest of the Zionist cause, more particularly in the 
field of public relations; it shall frame its orm policies in relation to the v,ork 
it carries on; its activities shall be those which are of common interest to the 
four American Zionist organizations represented in its composition, and it shall at 
all times endeavor to avoid duplication of efforto 

(The above Article vras adopted in substance as read subject to editing by 
the Office Committee). 

.ARTICLE III 

Sec. l MEiYIBERSHIF - !the Committee shall consist of the following t'ti1enty-six persons: 

(a) Five members designated by the Zionist Organization of IUllerica. 
(b) Five members designated by Hadassah, The -."iomen' s Zionist Organization of 

America. 
(c) Four members designated by Peale Zion. 
(d) Four members designated by Mizrachi Organization of JUI:ericao 
(e) Eight m3mbers named at large as follows: 

Solomon Gold.man 
Israel Goldstein 
Rose Jacobs 
Louis Lipsky 

Morris Rothenberg 
Abba Hillel Silver 
Robert Szold 
Stephen s. :7ise 
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Sec- 2 Members designated ur..d.er grours (a) (b) (c) and (d) shall ordinarily 
be designated for a period of one year, but each of the organizations ccncerned 
shall be entitled to change its representatives on giving t~o ueeks notice. If 
any member designated by any of the foi.:r organizations herein before referred to 
shall cease to be a member of the Ccmmittee, he may be replaced by the org.snization 
which designated himo Group (e) rrembers, shall be rermanent ~~mbers of the Corr.mittee 
and shall serve throughout the Committee rs existenceQ If any n:ember of the Corr.mittee 
shall fail to attend three succesive meetings, nithout an exc1!se acceptable to the 
Committee, his seat may be declared vacant by the Committee. 

(It was agreed to strike out a suggested provision for filling V{lCancies 
among members at large) .. 

S~~-~ The Co~.mittee may by resolution invite representatives of other Zionist 
groups to attend its sessions as observers ~ithc~t voteo Representatives of all 
Zionist groups entitled to sit at Emergency Committee meetings in the capacity cf 
observers may submit TTritten applications for f~ll membership. All members of the 
Committee are to be given tno week 1 s notice of such application,. vrhich may be ap­
proved by a majority vote of the rrembers of the Committeeo 

AE.TICLE IV 

OFFICERS - The officers of the Committee shall consist of a Chairman, 
a Secretary and a Treasurer and such ·other officers as the CcmJLittee shall, from 
time to time, elect. 

ARTICLE V 

Sec. 1 MEETINGS - Regular monthly meetings of tee Committee shall be held on a 
fixed day to be designated in the first v,eek of each month. Additional special meet­
ings may be held from time to tiree as may be determined by the Committee, or upcn 

call of the Chairman or upcn written request of seven members of the Committee~ No­
tice to all members shall be sent three days in advance of each srecial rr.eeting. 

Sec. 2 A quorum shall consist of ten members~ 

ARTICLE VI 

Sec. 1 OFFICE COim,.ITTZE - Between II:eetings of the full Ccmmittee, the business 
of the Committee shall be conducted by an Office Committee to be elected by the 
Committee and to be composed as follows: two II:embers reµ-esenting the Zionist 
Organization of Alteri ca; tyro members representing Hadassah, the i7omen I s Zionist 
Organization of .An:erica; one member representing Peale Zion;and one rrember repre­
senting Mizrachi. The representatives of the four organizations which shall ccmpose 
the Office Committee, shall be designated by the respective groups (a) (b) (c) (d) 
from among the members of the Committee. In additicn to the six thus designated, the 
following shall also be members of the Office Committee, to ~it, the Chairman and 
Treasurer of the CoE.mittee and three members of the Committee to be elected by the . 
Committeo. The Office Committee shall elect its oTTn Chairman and such other officer~ 
as it may see fit. 

Sec. 2 Regular weekly meetings of the Office Corr.mittee shall be held at the Office 
of the Committee in New York City. Special meetings of the Office Committee shall 
be held from time to time as may be determined by the members of the Office Corr..mittee, 
or upon call of the Chairman of the Office Committee, or upon request, in 'ivriting, 
by three members of the Office Committee. 



• -
Sec. 3 

- 3 -

A quorum of the Cffice Committee shall consist cf five members. 

Sec. 4 The Office Committee, acting under authority from the Committee as a 
\7hole, shall have pov,er to open a banking account or accountc in the nan:e of the 
Committee, to engage executives and other employees and to enter into such othe~ 
contractual obligations as shall be necessary to carry on its uork provided the 
Committee shall have no po'7er to bind members :r;ersonally in respect of any obliga­
tion undertaken by the Committee~ 

(This section is to be redrafted by the Office Con:mittee. It shall be 
made clear that the powers herein designated are exercised by the Office Committee 
only as agent for the Emergency Committee), 

Sec. 5 The Committee and t:1e Office Ccmmittee res:r;ectively shall have power 
to pass rules from tim9 to time for the regulaticn cf their respective rrocedures~ 

ARTICLE VII 

FINANCE - The expenses of the Corr.mittee shall be n:et out of funds sup­
plied to it from time to time by American Zionist organizations or agencies ar.n/or 
other Jewish groups or institutions organized and operating in the ~nited States 
under the laws of the ~nited States or of the several statez; it rray also receive 
contributions from individuals~ The Ccn:mittee shall not ccnduct any business under­
taking nor operate vri th a view to profit o 

ARTICLE VIII 

Al/lEl'iDMENT OF BY-LAWS - Any amendment of these by-laus shall be affected 
either: 

(a) ]y unanimous vote of the Committee at a rr.eeting of vrhich at least 
one vreek;s notice in v:::-iting shall have been t.iven to members cf 
the Committee together with notice in writing cf the pro:r;osed amend­
ment or 

(b) By a resolution adopted by a majority vote at a meeting of which 
cne week's notice shall ha~e been &iven and which shall further 
have been ratified in writing by 2/3 of the tctal membership of the 
Committee., 

(This article is to be amended in accordance with the folloHing motion 
made by Mr. Segal v1hich was t:nanimously adopted~ If tv-,o grcups oppose any an:end­
ment, no vote can be taken and the matter in question is to be postponedo With 
this addition the article was acceptjd as read); 

NOMINATU G CO!li{MI'ITEE 

It was unanimously agreed that a Nominating Co~mittee consisting of cne 
member designated by each organization shall be constituted immediately and bring 
in its recommendations for the officers of the Ccmmitteeo Upon motion ma.de and 
carried it was agreed that the Office Committee be requested to submit to the full 
Emergency Committee, at the earliest possible mo~ent, a full iist of standing 
committees. 
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I:r. Goldmann reported on the history of the negotiations Yrith non­
Zionists up to date. At the last meeting the Zionist representatives had submitten 
a draft program for united action by American Jewry. 

:rr. Goldmann outlined the froposals contained in this draft, ~hich in­
cluded in its terms 3upport for a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine and for the 
formation of a Jewish army to be recruited in Palestine. To neither of these 
proposals was serious objection taken by the non-Zionist members. Indeed, one of 
their representatives had made an impressive plea in surport of the Co~.mcnTiealth 
aim. Another, while commending the Com~onwealth idea, expressed scepticism as to 
its realization in the face of Arab opposition. A good deal of discussion revolved 
about the question of procedure during the transition period. Finally it was de­
cided to nau:e a srecial committee of three non-Zionists and three Zionists y,-ho 
should, on the basis of the program submitted, redraft the program in line ~ith the 
discussion. Dr. Goldmann believed that there was reason to hope that the · negotia­
tions would result in an acceptable united p-ogram~ 

JETTISH ARUY 

r/r. Neumann reported on the negotiations with the Commit tee for a J ewi·sh 
Army to date. The situation nm1 is as follov,s: the Office Committee had written 
a letter setting forth in the most explicit terms the conditions under which the 
Emergency Committee could c oorerate vii th the Jevlish Army Cortmi ttee. 

1. That all political negotiations be under the juri~diction of the 
Jewish Agency and the Emergency Committeao 

2. 'Ihat there be no recruiting in America and no propaganda fer such 
recruiting. 

3. That the Emergency Committee have a majority representation en the 
Army Cammi t tee. 

Mr. Ben Gurion made the point that one sentence in the letter sent to 
the Je\1ish .Army Con:mittee implied that there should be no recruiting for a Jewish 
army anyrrhere except in Palestine. Clearly, it vras within the jurisdiction of the 
Emergency Committee to deal with recruiting in Aiterica; it could not deal with 
proposals for recruiting abroad, e.g. in England or Sout.h Africa, and he ass'l!Ired 
that the sentence must be interpreted in that sense. 

Mr. Cruso questioned whether the Office Committee was authorized to 
write a letter on behalf of the full Committee which might lead to cooperation with 
the Jewish Army Committee. 

Mr. Grossman associated himself with the viev, that before the letter \1as 
sent it should have been submitted to the full Committee. He said he believed that 
the record of the negotiations between the mergency Committee and the Je~ish Army 
Committee Tias a record of indecision, evasiveness and insincerity. The Jewish Army 
Committee had behind it a number cf young and energetic but inexperienced persons 
lacking in responsibility. Their methods were unlikely to achieve their pur~ose but 
they might do great harm to the Zionist Organization here. He criticized the Ereer­
gency Committee for its failure to initiate effective action of its ov,n on a clear­
cut and definitive policy. He said that he himself uas opposed to any army recruit< 
from ~alestine but he wanted 50,COO Jews from America to go to ~ibya for exam~le. 
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Re urged that an early meetin~ of the full Emergency Committee be called to 

discuss action for a Je~ish army. 

Dr. Goldmann in reply to Mr. Grossman said that Mr. Grossman's criti­

cism that the letter should hot have been sent to the Jewish Army Committee witr­

out having been discussed by the fullJ}mergency Committee was justifiable; never­

theless the set-up of the Erergency Committee hitherto hai been lacking in clarity. 

He hoped that in the future questions of this nature would be avoided and the 

position as between Office and full Committee regularized~ 

The letter had been a compromise between those who were in favor of 

negotiating with that Committee and those who were against any negotiations. Its 

purpose had been to formulate the conditions under which the Emergency Committee 

would cooperate vri th the Jewish Army Committee so definitively that there could 

be no question of a doubt, Regarding our own action for a Jewish .nrmy, Ir. Goldmann 

said that it was apparant th~t the responsible Zionists in Aioorica were categori­

cally against recruiting a Jewish army in .A.Ioorica a~ this time, and this had to 

be accepted as a fact. It was highly desirable however that the matter come be-

fore the full Committee for discussion and decision. 

After further discussion it was agreed that a full meeting be called 

next Tuesday or Ued.nesday night to take a definite decision on the Committeets 

attitude to the Jewish army question~ 



STRICTLY co· ;FI:UENTI.AL 

~Iil1,~ZS Oi:: MEET I"fG OF TEE O.?FICE CO i.i: .• ITTEE 
OF TIG ELERGE1JCY COi,u.1IT'11:J:J ~,OR z.ro:-i.: rsT AFF.,~IRS 

January 9th, 1942 

A meetin6 of the Off::Lce Committee of the ~erg0.:.1cy Co1.1mittee for Zionist 
Affairs nas held on Friday afternoon, Ja:iuary 9th, at 4::.. iast 42nd Street, l-T.YoGo 

PRZSEHT: Dr. ~:ise (presiding) Llessrso :Eublick, Goldstein, Jertheim; Ecsdames 
Halprin and Poolo 

Eessrs. Ben Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie, Heumanno 

l,1r. Ben Gurion reported as f ollm1s; 

1. i7ashington 

He had met ui th various Zion:i.sts, and vri th a m.1.ober of named rersons 
in official life in ~7ashingtono His discussion had revo·1ved around three major 
:points. 

(a) Ho\1 to carry on our poli ticaJ. ,.-,o:rk in .Americao 
(b) Hov, to win over An!erican public opinion\) 
(c) Hovi to strengthen the Zionist moven:ento 

He felt that the tuo chief objectives of the Zionist movement nov, were 
a Jeuish army in Palestine during the war and a JeTTish Co~mun~ealth in Pale~tine 
after the uar . He said that certain of the more prominent individuals ,-,horn he 
had seen seemed to him over-optimistic concerning the future 'Jf Palestine; but 
they had been friendly and assured him of the sympathy of leaders of the administr& 
tiono 

He further reported that he had asked L,iro Schulson of the ·,;ashington 
office of the Zionist Organization of Americ a to call together a group of young 
Zionist intellectuals in ·.iashington so that he might expla in to them the nature of 
the political task confront:i.i1g us" He believed that hundreds of such young intel­
lectual ·Zionists could be founa. in .America and that their 7ork would be of the ut­
most significance. He had visited the Cone r~ssional Library and fo~d there a fine 
collection of Zi6nist literature although there v7ere son:e glaring omissions. For 
example, there were no copies of the Hebre~ Daily Press, 

CAIRO 

l,ir II Ben .Gurion reported on intervie-;1s vrhich l1ir . Shertok had had with 
Mr . :Bulli t, ~.ir. Lyttleton and other British officials. 

The question v,as raised of a cable sent by i.ir. Ben Gurion to the Agency 
in Jerusalem with reference to expenditures which he might make here. Mro Ben 
Gurion said the cable had not been officially submitted to the Office Committee 
and he therefore did not consider it a matter for discussion. In this connection 
the rhole question of Mr. Ben Gurion 1 s activities in .America was raised. He re­
iterated to the Committee his intention to v,ork in close cooperation nith them 
and to keep them informed of all his activities in ~ashington. It was agreed that 
these and other matters be further discussed at a meeting to be held the follo1ing 
day at the Astor Hotelo A. Lourie 



STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 
# 46 

1·uruTEs OF :.:.EiTIHG OF Till: OFFICE COl.tl.1!TTEE 
OF THE EtiZR<ElTCY COl.iLI'ITEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

January 10th, 1942_ 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the E~ergency Corrmittee for Zionist 

Affairs v,as held on Saturday, January 10th at 6 Pol-.i., at the Hotel Astor. 

PRESE:t-J"T: Mr. Robert Szold (presiding) Messrs ... Bublj.ck, Goldstein, Levinthal, 

i7ertheim, ,;ise; Mesdan:es Halprin, Jacobs~ Pool. 

Messrs. Ben Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie, Neumann. 

BY INVITATION: 1,;r. Shetzer 

Mr . Ben Gurion said that he TTas officially submitting to the Office 

Committee his cable to the Jewish Agency requesting authorization to spend up to 

$1,000 a month for his expenses in An:erica~ He again repeated that he wanted to 

work in close cooperati0n vii th the Errergency C0IP..rni ttee and asked for their si-;eci-

fic direction--. He said he ,1as prepared to :i.~eport directly to any Committee 

v,hich they might designate for this purpose but the cne t}1ing he nould not do was 

to be responsible to one rerson or to clear his appoint~ents through him. Ee 

further requested that the Office Committee authorize t iss Cohen to act as his 

secretary for a period of ten dayso 

There v1as considerable discussion on the manner in v,hich cooperation 

betv1een lir. Ben Gurion and the Emergency Committee could best be effec tedo 

Judge Levinthal moved and Mrs. Pool seconded the follorling motion: 

That the Chairman appoint three members of the Office Co~.mittee to be kno~n as the 

"Steering Committeei1 and that this Committe£0 inYite all individ1t9-l members of the 

En:ergency Committee and also Mre Ben Gurion/consul t vii th them7¥o inform them of any 

plan any one of them may have in connection r,ith Zionist political activity., It 

was further agreed that Miss Cohen act as Lir ~ Ben Gurion ts secretary for a period 

of ten days; the CoIT.mittee to continue to be responsible for Miss Cohen's salary 0 

Mr. Neumann reported on his interview with Mr. Steinhardt. He said that 

Mr~ Steinhardt was reluctant to meet ~ith any group officially representing the 

Zionists but had said that he \70uld meet with one or tv,o of the leaders of t:b..e 
moven:ent separately. 

A. Lourie 

f 



QONFIDENTIAI, # 48 

MINUT£S OF MEiffrING OF THE 
AMi,RIQAN 1:}iEROENOI COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

January 14, 1942. 

A meeting of the American ID:nergency Committee for Zionist Affairs was held 
on Wednesday, January 14th at 9f00 p.m. at the office of the Committee at 
41 E. 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 

fRESENT1 Mr. Louis Lipsky (presiding), Messrs. Bublick, Cruso, Furmansky, 
Gellman, Paul Goldmai.,., Kowalsky, Segal, Werthe:un, Wise; 
Mesdames Benjamin, Halprin, Jacobs, Schoolman and Shulman. 
Messrs. Mereminsky, Naiditch, Weisgal. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann. 

Dr. Josef Oolm, Mr. Isreeli, Dr. Roeenbluth 

RECONSTIIUTlON OB QOMMITrEE 

It was agreed that official notices on the r econstitution of the Committee 
be sent to the various org8nizations concerned and that they be asked to nominate 
their representctives in accordance with the by-laws. As agreed, the ZOA shall, 
within a reasonable time, be entitled to ask for reconsideration of any of the 
by-laws since th~t body was not represented at the meeting at which the by-laws 
were adopted. The by-laws are still to be examined by a legal sub-committee 
and submitted to the full .8mergency and Office Committee for acceptance. 

The Secretary was asked to obtain the names of the party representatives 
on the Nominating Committee, to which each organization would nrune one delegate. 

JEWISH ARMY PROP0SAL 
The Chairman said that it was desirable that the ID:nergency Committee 

define its policy more clearly in regard to the Jewish Army proposal. 

Dr. Goldmann reviewed briefly the line adopted by the ri:xecutive of the 
Jewt sh Agency in its negotiations with the British Government. The pronosal 
finally had been for a fighting force of 10,000 men of which 3,000 would be from 
Palestine and the rest from other countries, to fight wherever needed. This 
proposal was rejected by the British Government. The Emergency Committee 
should go on record as agreeing in principle with this proDosal - i.e. in favor 
of a Jewish army the nucleus of which should come from Palestine, but also to 
include Jews from abroad who might be free to enlist in such an army. 

Mrs. Schoolman said that Hadassah has gone on record as favoring the 
establishment at this time of a Jewish Military Force based on Palestine, and to 
include Jews from Palestine as ,..,ell as other Jews who are free to enlist, but 
was against any recruiting in the Urtlted States at this time. 

Mr . Bub lick said th El t Mizrachi also favored the establishment of a 
Jewish Army based on Palestine, to be recruited elsewhere than in the United 
States. 

Mr. Mereminski said thet the military force should be recruited from 
Palestine and from those in a position to enlist with the consent of their govern­
ments, and that we should recruit in America when we receive the authority from 
the U.S. government. 
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Mr. Segal contended tha.t "Based on Palestine" is not clear. 

Mr. Gellman stated that the resolution as adopted at the Commodore Hotel was 
submitted to and accepted by Mizrachi and if there were any changes made, at 
this time, the new prooosal would have to be submitted back to his organization. 

Mr. Weisgal submitted that the formula adopted by the Jewish Army Committee 
was an acceptable one, but it depended on the manner of its execution. 

Mr. Furmansky referred to the work of the Heohalutz in training young Jews 
in thie country who are ready to go to Palestine to fight or to work, and some 
of whom are at this time actually on their way to Palestine. 

Mr. Neumann put forward a prooosal based on the following four oointsl 

l. That we favor and shall exert our best efforts to bring about the 
creation of a Jewish Anny or Jewish Military Force to fight against the forces 
of ag~ression, side by side with the U.S.A., Britain and their Allies, and 
under Allied Command. 

2. That we favor that the Jewish Army be organized to operate in 
Balest:ine and the Near East with Palestinian Jews as a nucleus. 

3. That we favor the enlistment in the Jewish Army of Jews from all 
parts of the orld, whose services are not required by the countries of their 
citizenship or domicile and whose enlistment in a Jewish Army may be permitted 
and favored by the governments of their respective countries. 

4. that no cempaign or propaganda for enlistment in the U.S.A. should be 
undertaken unless and until conditions here are right for it. 

Mr. Neumann added that American Jews should not be encouraged to enlist in 
a Jewish Anny until we get the approval of the government. 

Discussion followed on the danger to Zionism in general in the attitude of 
those who felt that American Jews should not be encouraged to enlist in a 
Jewish fighting force, even if the American Government were favorable to such 
enlistment. The point was also made that if we app%"0ach Breat Britain with the 
idea that the Army be composed of a nucleus of Palestinian Jews, and the remain­
der of Jews who for various reasons were not accepted by their countries of 
residence, it might prejudice our chances of getting a Jewish Army. 

Mr. Grossman said that the opinions expressed by those members who oppose 
recruiting in the United States represented a danger to world Zionism. He 
appreciated that it might be difficult for American Zionists to approach the 
American Government with the idea of a Jewish Army, but it should be the duty 
of the Jewish Agency to do so. 

Mr. Oruso said thet he was fully in agreement with Dr. Goldmann and 
Mr. Grossman, and is op)osed to points 2 and 4 of Mr. Neumann's proposal. 

be 
Mrs. Halprin urged that the proooeel·/for an Army based on Palestine; but 

tbere should be no thought of recruiting in this country in present ciroum­
stanoes. She thought that in this matter only American Zionists should speak 
for American Jews to the American Government, and that the Jewish Agency or 
any other body had no right to speak for us. 
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It was agreed that the following proposal be edited by the Office 
Cbmmittee and submitted to the various organizations incorporated in the 
Emergency Committee, and returned to the Oommittee for confirmationt 

"To favor an effort to secure the right to form a Jewish army, 
mobilized and organized in Palestine, to be composed, first of the 
nucleus of Palestine Jews who have already enlisted or will enlist 
and, second of other Jews in the world who may legally be free to 
enlist in such an army, which shall fight under Allied Oommand for 
the survivd. of the Jeri.sh people and the preservation of democracy." 

The meeting adjourned at l2il5 p.m. 

A. Lourie 



,, . OQNfIDEN:rIAL #47(e.o.) 

MINUTES OF OFFICE OOMMITTEE MEETING 
AMERICAN EMitRQENQY QQMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIM 

January l5, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs was held on January 15, 1942 at 4t30 p.m. at 41. East 42nd St.,NYC. 

PBFMW'c 

Dr. Wise ( presiding), MEssrs. Gellman1 Goldstein, Levinthal, Wertheimf 
Mesdamee Halprin, Jacobs, Shulman. 

Messrs. Goldmann, Lourie, Neumann, Weisgal. 

REPORI' FROM MR, BEle'GURION 
Dr. Goldmann gave a resume of a written report from Mr. Ben-Gurion on 

conversations he had had with members of Colonel Donovan1s office in Washington. 

LF;I'TER FROM JEWIEJH ARMY QOMMITTEE 
A further letter from the Jewish Arm.7- Committee dated January 14, 1942 

was circulated. Judge Levinthal reported that the ZOA Executive at its recent 
meeting had unanimously resolved that the Emergency Committee be urged to seek an 
agreement with the Army Oolpmittee on the basis of Mr. Lipsky 1s proposal; that 
proposal aimed at securing an executive for the Army Committee ~hich should be 
acceptable to the Emergency Committee. Judge Levinthal also reported that many 
resolutions end letters had been received from Zionist districts protesting 
against the failure of the ZOA to associate itself with the Arm1 Committee cam­
paign. Many editorials had appeared in Zionist papers in support or the Army 
Committee and he had only just succeeded in atopning the Masada from printing an 
editorial in their journal attacking the Zionist leadership "£or letting the 
Revisionists steal the show." 

Mr. Wertheim urged that there be no further negotiations with the Jewish 
Army Committee. 

Mr. Weiegal and Dr. Goldmann supported the proposal that discussions con­
tinue with the Jewish Army Committee with a view to arriving at a list of execu­
tives, all of whom should be acceptable to the Emergency Committee. 

Mr. Gellman added that this was a Revisionist enterprise and that if it 
was desired to kill Reviaioniem it was essential that the Emergency Committee 
should participate in the Army Committee and take over effective control. 

Mr. Neumann said that one had to accept as a fact that the Army Committee 
had von the sympat}v or the Jewish "man in theftreet." The Yiddish press was 
aiJ.ving them full support, and they took the line that while they knew who were in 
errect behind the Jewish Army Committee, it was necessary for the Zionists to get 
1n and take control. The attitude of the ZOA Executive when speaker after speaker 
had supported the proposal in favor or an agreement 'With the Army Committee, was 
illuminating and it should be added that a motion had been adopted there, that if 
the Emergency Committee discontinued negotiations the WA should, on its own, seek 
an agreement with the Army Committee. 
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Mr. Werthe:iJn said that under no oircumstanoes would the Poale Zion associate 
themselves in an agreement with the Army Committee people even if this meant 
withdrawal of the Poale Zion from the Emergency Committee. The Poale Zion was 
ready to fight the Army Committee in every city. 

Mrs. Halprin said that Hadassah was also very strongly against an agreement 
with the Army Committee, but she deprecated both the idea or separate negotiations 
by the WA, and the attitude of the Poale Zion in threatening withdrawal. This 
line or action could only lead to chaos and the disruption of the Committee. 

Dr. Goldmann supported this point of view. There was no uee talking or 
Zionist unity if we retort with threats of withdrawal every time an imporiant 
issue came up. On the other hand, an unfortunate position would arise if the 
ZOA pursued discussions on its own. He added that he was entirely in favor or 
negotiations with the Army Committee but did not see how theee were possible 
against the opposition of two of the groups represented on the Committee. Accord.­
ingly, he felt the best way out was the creation of our own Army Committee. 

Judge Levinthal said that we should not be afraid to eit down with the 
Army Committee people though we should be suspioioue of the~ and we must be sure 
that we obtain the necessary safeguards and that it was not merely formal :but 
actual control which must be sought. He had seen Mr.Ben-Ourion in Washington 
and the latter haa told him that if Mr. Lipsky's condition was !\llrilled, i.e. 
the ep5mtiye personnel were acceptable to the Emergency Committee, he would not 
raise any objection. 

Dr. Goldstein considered that it was a little surprising that a member or the 
Emergency Committee should make a proposal for the ZOA to continue discussions on 
its ow against the view of the Emergency Committee. He urged that the only way 
to escape trom the aul de sac in which we now find ourselves was to initiate real 
aotion. 

Mrs. Jacobs urged that everything reasonably possible be done to achieve 
unity and to do away with the spectacle of internal dissension. 

Mr. Neumann referred to a remark of Mr. \lertheim'e in which the latter had 
said that he was not averse to seeking an arrangement with the Revisionists 
whereb7 they return to the Organization. Mr. Neumann thought that the time was 
ripe for some step in this direction. He mentioned a talk with Dr. Akzin in this 
connection. 

Mrs. Halprin said that Hadassah also thought that this might be a good time 
to discuss with the Revisionists the question of their return. As to the Army 
Committee matter, the attitiude of the ZOA and Poale Zion had brought in new 
factors. She suggested that the members of the Committee go back to their groups 
with a view to seeking new instructions and that the matter be dealt with again 
at the Office Committee meeting on tbe following Thursday. 

Mr. Neumann reported on behalf or this Committee which cohsists of himself, 
Mrs. Pool and Mr. Szold. The Committee was not yet prepared to make a recommenda­
tion regarding a man for Washington, but it was agreed that an administrative 
assistant be secured to relieve Mr. Neumann as far as possible of routine work. 
Two names were suggested, one or which met with some opposition. It was agreed 
that Mr. Neumann investigate f\lrther the possibility of engaging Mr. P. 



Dr. \Tise said that in the circumstances disclosed the salary offered 

should not exceed $3,ooo per annum. 

HADASSAH ACTION RE AID TO UNITED STATSS IH MIDDLE P4AST 

It was reported that Mrs. Pool had been in Washington that day. She had met 

with George Moore of the Red Cross and also Major Riggs and Colonel Chickering 

of the Near East Division of the war Department and had discussed with them waye 

in which the Hadassah might provide effective help to American missions in the 

Near and Middle East. It was sugi7ested that these discussions might be of inter­

est to the Hechalutz who were seeking to send members of their organization to 

Eritrea, EgyDt, etc. in connection with American directed army and quasi-army 

"'orks in those areas. 

It was agreed that the Office Committee meet again on the following 

Thursday, January 22, 1942 at 4130 p.m. 

Arthur Lourie. 



CONFIDENT I.AL #48 ( 0 .o.) 

MINUTES OF OFFICE OOJ,iMITm 
AMERICAN E~ERG=::NCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

January 22, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee was held on Thursday, January 22, 1942 
at 4130 p.m. at 41 East 42nd Street. 

PRESENT1 Mr. Lipsky (presiding); Messrs.Bublick, Oruso, Goldstein, Levinthal, 
Szold; Mesdames Halprin, Jacobs, Pool. 

Messrs. Ben-Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie, Neumann, Weisgal. 

By invitationi Mr. Kritzer, Mr. IsreeJ,i. 

The meeting was called. for 4130 but owing to the lack of a quorum did not 
begin until ap.m. Mr. Lipsky read a lengthy agenda and it was agreed that th.er~ 
should be a further meeting of the Committee the following day, at 1145 P.m. 

lOOi YORK TD'IES EDITORIAL 

The Anti-Zionist editorial in the New York Times was fully discussed. 
It was urged that that editorial had created an atmosphere which offered an 
opportunity for a vigorous campaign on behalf oif the Jewish Army. It was agreed 
thatl 

1) A letter be prepared for publication in the New York Times, to be 
signed by Dr. Wise. 

to 
2) A public meeting/be devoted primarily to the Army issue be arranged 

for Carnegie Hall on Wednesday, February 4. 

3) An energetic propaganda campaign in f avor of the Jewish Army idea be 
initiated by the Emergency Committee through the organizations. 

li) Telegrams should be sent out over Senator Wagner's signature to 
members of the American Palestine Committee enlisting their support for 
the Jewish Army idea. 

5) An advertisement which might be linked up with the Carnegie Hall 
meeting should be placed in the New York Times, or possibly some other 
newspaper. Mr. Szold and Mrs. Pool voted against this proposal. 
Mr. Ben-Gurion wa~ against the use of the name of the Emergency Committee 
in connection with such an advertisement. 

B) An appropriation not exceeding $10,000 be made for the purposes of the 
campaign, and a sub-committee to consist of Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal, 
Dr. Goldmann and Mrs. Halprin plan the budget in respect of the campaign, 
for submission to the meeting the next day. 

Jl[WISH ARMY COMMITTEE 

It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Jewish Army Committee indicating 
that its most recent proposals embodied in a letter dated January 14th are not ac­
ceptable to the Emergency Committee, and putting an end to further negotiations. 

Mr. Ben-Ourion asked to have recorded with the minutes of the previous 
meeting, a letter which he had sent to Judge Levinthal on this question. 

A. Lourie 

I 



OONFIDENTIA,T, 
# 49 (o.c.) 

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE 
~ERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

January 23, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee was hald on Friday, January 25, at 
1145 p.m. at 41 East 42nd Strest. 

PRESENT, Dr. Goldstein ( presiding); Messrs~ Cruso, Szold; Mesdames Halprin, 
Jacobs, Pool. 

Messrs. Ben-Gurion, Goldmann, Lourie, Neumann, Weisgal. 

MASS MEErING dD ARMY PROPAGANDA 

It was decided that a Zionist mass meeting devoted primarily to the 
~uestion of a Jewish Army should be held in Carnegie Hall on February 4th. A 
sub-committee composed of Mr. Weisgal, Mrs. Halprin, Dro Goldmann and Mr. Neumam 
shall arrange the program. 

The -,hole question of propaganda and publicity for a Jewish Army was 
discussed. It was agreed that a vigorous campaign was essential. Whether or 
not advertising space be taken in connection with the campaign was to be left 
to the discretion of the sub-committee after seeing how far they are successful 
in obtaining publicity in other ways. 

The sub-committee was authorized to prepare a program on the basis of a 
budget not to exceed *10,000 in connection with the campaign for a Jewish Army. 
They are authorized to spend $5,000 of this immediately ~incluaive of the mass 
meeting at Carnegie Hall) without further authorization from the Office Committee. 

PUBLICEEX,ATIONS 

The Public Relations Committee was authorized to appoint a sub-committee to 
deal with the publication of headline books. This Committee was authorized to 
spend up to ~2,500 for the purpose of such publications. 

ECONOMIC ADVISER 

Mr. Szold suggested that the Oommittee consider the advisability of having 
a man in Washington who should be able to inform the Emergency Committee of 
economic and industrial developments as affecting Palestine. In this connection 
the U.S. Near Eastern missions in Eritrea, Egypt and Iran might be of great 
interest to us. 

It was decided that the Office Committeeshould meet again on the following 
Monday, January 26, 1942. 

A. Lourie 



QOmDENTIAI, 

MINUTES OF OFFIQi OOMr-~ITTEE MOOING 

AMERICA.Ji EN,RQENCX QOMMIT'I'jiE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Monday, January 2s, 1942 

:/160 (o.c.) 

A meeting of the Office Committee was held on Monday, January 26, 1942. 

PRESENT• Dr. Isrsel Goldstein, presiding; ~r. Gellman, Mr. Cruso, Mrs. Halprin, 
Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. Pool. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann. 

Ma!ORIAL SmRVIOES FOR CHIEF RABBI SCHORR 

It was agreed that the Emergency Committee participate officially to­
gether with the World Jewish Congress and the Polish-Jewish .Federation in a 
memorial service to the late Rabbi Schorr, to be held at the Congregation 
Kehillath Jeshunm nex; Sunday afternoon at 4 ~.m. Dr. Wise would speak as 
Chairman of the Blnergency Committee. 

XIDDI§H PRESS CONFERENCE 
Mr. Neumann reported on a luncheon conference with Iiddish editors in 

which he and Mrs. Halprin had taken part and at which there had been a full 
discussion on the action taken and to be taken by the Emergency Committee in 
regard to the Jewish Army issue. 

The representatives of the Yiddish press had asked that they be show 
privately the exchange of correspondence between the Energency Committee and 
the Army Committee. This was agreed to, subject to the condition that the 
correspondence should not be published .. Moreov-er, copies should not be sent to 
the editorial offices, but should be shown to them personally at a suitable 
opportunity. 

The Yiddish editors had also suggested that their papers run a campaign 
for signatures to a declaration in favor of th~ Jewish Army. Following a dis­
cussion in which it was urged that it might be desh .. .able that there be a large­
scale campaign of this kind oonducted under the aegis of the Emergency Committee, 
but that the matter should be discussed at a larger meeting of the committee, 
it was agreed that the proposal that the Yiddish press dond~ct a petition in 
their columns be approved. The declarations are to be returnable to the papers 
themselves and not to the Emergency Committee. It was further agreed that there 
be a call to action to Zionists in regard to the Army Committee matter to be 
drafted by Dr. Wise, Mrs. Halprin and Mr. Neumarm. 

HBQFJiQI COMMITTEE COMMUNIQUE§ FOR ,mwIW;i PRESS 
Mr. Gellman reported that he had just returned from the Middle Weet where 

he had found that in general very little was known of the work, or even of the 
existence of the Emergency Committee. It was unanimously agreed, 

1) That the editors of the various Zionist journals be asked to prititt 
vommuniques trom time to time dealing with the wrk of the committee and to be 
issued to them by the committee, 

2) That arrangements be made to distribute a confidential report on the 
work or the committee to a select list. 
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JEWISH ABMX RESOLUTION BY QONQRF'A.SMAN SOMERS 
Mr. Neumann reported that statements had appeared-in the Jewish press 

that Congressman Somers was proposing to puah forward with his resolution on 
the Jewish Army and that he claimed to have substantial support in Congress. 
Mr. Neumann had subsequently spoken to Congressman Somers' secretary and had 
expressed doubts as to the advisability of trying to push the resolution at this 
time. He had also explained to him the position with regard to the Je~ish Army 
Committee, on whose behalf Oongressman Somers was speaking that day in Phila­
delphia. Mr. Neumann expected to be in Washington on Wednesday and asked for 
directions in taking the matter up further with Congressman Somers. 

It was agreed that efforts should b~ made in Washington to ascertain 
the chances of passage of such a resolution. It should be indicated to the 
Congressman that it would be desirable to be sure in advance that the State 
Department ~d not put obstacles in the way of the resolution for in that event 
the rejection would constitute a set-back which might cause serious harm. 

DELEGATION TO YIRIT ENGLAND 
Dr. Goldmann reported that a request had come from London that a 

leading American Zionist visit England to open the Keren Hayesod campaign and 
at the same time to take the opportulj,ity to conduct political conversations. 

It was moved by Mrs. Pool and unanimously agreed that Rabbi Silver, 'tr'ho 
had already been a~oa.ched~n~ight be available for a visit of t\\10 or three weeks, 
be urged to undertake this mission . 

.&Qth ANNlYERSARY U, So CONGRESS ~SOLUTION_ . 

On the proposal of Mr. Neumann, it was decided in principle that a 
plan should be prepared for the suitable recognition of the 20th anniversary of 
the U.S. Oongrees resolution approving the Balfour Declaration. 

QAJUWGIE HA.LL MUTING 
Mr. Neumann raised the question of speakers for the meeting at Carnegie 

Ha:11 on February 4th. The meeting deoided aeainst ·an invitation to Congress­
man Somers. It was agreed that Mr. Neumann and Mrs. Halprin should have a talk 
with Mr. Van Paassen, and if satisfied that it would lead to cooperation on his 
part with the Emergency Commib~e and would not be used by Mr. Van Pa~ssen to 
further the interests of the Army Committee, they should invite him to speak at 
the Carnegie Hall meeting. 

It was also agreed that either Rabbi Silver or Rabbi Lie.bman of Boston 
be asked to speak at the meebing; also Mr. Ben-Gurion, alternatively- Dr.Nahum 
Goldmann. 

sTATUe OF MB. NEUMANN 

It was agreed that this matter should be the first item on the agenda 
or the next meeting. 

SIGNATURE Qf QJmQKS 
It was agreed that pending the appointment of a treasurer end of a func­

tioning budget committee, Mr. Gellman be authorized to sign checks on behalf of 
the committee, together with the existing signatories. 

A. Lourie 
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lhINUTES OF TEE ·.~ZTirG OF TliE PUl3LI O RELATIOii$ CO I TT.EE 
HELD NiOHDAY, JANUARY 26, 1942, 8: 3·.~ P. 1'.. 

AT TEE iiO!~..E OF MR. A. TULIH, 33C VI. 721ID STRF2T 

PRESENT: Mrs. Halprin (in the chair) lvirs. ?ool. J -i.1.d_::e Kross, lvirs. Rosensohn; 
Niessrs. Chaim Greenberg, Gurfein, Neunianns .Rose nblatt. 

ADDITIOiiAL ,J.i1iBi!JiS: 

&~. Neumann reported a letter had been received from Judge .Rifkind de­
finitely declining to serve, while Mr. Sachs stated that he would like to dis­
cuss the matter. 

It was decided to recommend to the Office Cornruittee to consider the 
naming of N~s. Tourover of Washington, D. o., and possibly also~~. &ark Eisner. 

001vJviI TT~ ON CliB.I STI.AN C~GY: 

Mr. x!eumann reported that Rabbi Ira Eisenstein and Rabbi Theodore Lewis 
had agreed to coopera te with Dr. 1ilton Steinberg in mapping out a campaign of 
education among tle clergy. A meeting of this special committee is to be held 
shortly. 

SHORT-WAVE BROADCAST TO PALESTI"IB: 

N1r. Neumann reported that Prof~ W. F. Albright and Dr • .Arthur Upham 
Pope had agreed to serve on a small committee to supervise sh rt-wave broadcasts 
to ?alestine in Hebrew. The matter ·would now be pursued further. 

REPRinTS: 

1. Chapter XI - 'rlythe Wil).iams book: lvir. lJeurnann reported that 
r. Wythe 11illiams bad agreed to mace a condensation of Chapter XI of his book, 

11Riddle of the Reich11 , and that a reprint would be ma.de thereafter in accorde.nce 
with the previous decision. 

'/. 2. B.eprint of Dr • ..Mczin's article in harper's - "The Je .•:ish Q;uestion 
After the War" - were available and would be dist:rib-uted. 

OORiiES?O~DENO~ WITli ~ill.. BILLIKOPF: 

i r. Feumann reported that &ir. Bi llikopf was fallowing the work of the 
Committee closely, returning the minutes with many interesting and valuable 
annotations. He hoped to have a meeting with ·•1r. Billikopf soon to discuss sev­
eral of the suggestions made by the latter_ 

CONFiltENOE WI TH ~i.R. ED~V D BE&.~AYS : 

Mr. reumann reported on a conference he ~1ad with 1 r. Bernays following 
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the suggest ion of Judge Levinthal. ;,,r. :Bernays suggested tha t the proper method 
of procedure was to engage a firm of public relations specia lists to make a sur­
ve7 for the Emergency Committee and formulate a general plan of action and speci­
fic recommendations. 

The Cammi ttee felt that such a survey ;·;ould i nvolve a considerable 
cost, while it is difficult to judge its ultimate value in advance. No action. 

v~. DAG 0~ ~EAH EAST: 
-- • - • -- - -•., • _.., r - - •--- -

for. i~eumann reported that Dr. Ias, w'"-.o is giving graduate courses at 
City College on t ne political problems of the 1ear Fast, intends to prepare a 
summary outline of a book that he would like to write on tha t subject. The out­
line would be made available to the members of t he Committee if and v:hen it is 
f)repared. 

ZIOlUS':i: ARTICL:j;S: 

nr. :Neumann reported: 

1. Life ~iagazine - Ben-Gurion article - An article on Je1wvish war 
efforts in Palestine, over the signature of Iv,r. Ben-Gurion, had been submitted to 
Life Magazine, which is now considering it. 

2. Wythe Williams - LIBZR.TY Magazine - t1ythe ~illiams has agreed to 
write an article for Liberty magazine on the same subject, in the rear future. 

3. Dr. Hie bu.hr' s paper, Chri 3tiani ty and Ori sis, has accepted an 
article on the Jewish Q,uestion and Zionism, written by Eugene Kohn and edited by 
Mr.Israel Goldberg. 

4. The Nation has a series of t r.o articles on the Jewish Question, 
by Dr. Niebuhr. These articles had been seen by one of our friends before their 
submission to The nation. They will appear in the near future. 

Ni,7 YORK Ti i,iES ~DITORIAL, JAITUARY 22, on the "Zionist Arm;y_ 11 : In connection with 
t his editorial, I\ir. i.~e-umann reported: 

1. Dr. ?etegorsky had drafted Dr. ivise 1s reply v:hich was revised 
·oy Ivir. Lipsky and h1rs. Halprin, and printed in The Times on January 26th. 

2. An editorial was prepared by 1',r. j) eumann which was submitted to 
£1r. Uhl and printed in PM on Jar.uary 23rd. 

3. A letter for the signature of Senator ·1agner has been drafted. 

4. lvlr. Samuel Grafton of the Post has promised ivir. v1eisgal to write 
a column on the Jewish Army question. 

5. Boake Carter las undertaken to write a column in The M1rror. 

6. Hugh Johnson also has promised to do a column on this subject. 

7. ivir. Frank Gannett, owner of a chain of nev;spapers, has advised 
his editors to favor our position on tne Jewish Army. 

-
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8. .Arranger:ie::::its are beins :..ua.1~ .:'..,_r 2 • .:::::l:. S3 :r a. . Jy in Ca,rnegie 
Hall on February 4th. 

9. Reprints of Dr. Wise 1s reply r.:1d the two oiitorials al'."e 
being made. 

A kit is being prepared for Zionists throughout the country, 
containing editorials for out of town papers, add.resses, radio speeches and 
other material for public relations cormn.i.-~tt:•3s, L1c ~1.uding a, manual on public 
relationso 

HEADLINE BOOKS: 

Mr. iJeumann reported that the Committee on Fublications was in 
favor of commissioning Marie Syrkin to write a book on 11Palestine and The 
War 11 • The Conmittee felt that an effort should be made to get either 
lv1r. William Hard or ll.ir. H. Powell, or some other writer to do that partic­
ular book, and that 1dss Syrkin be invited to write some of the other head­
line books. In this connection lvir. Gurfein was to cor.un'm:i.nate with Wir. 

Powell. 

N. Y. U. FORUM OF THE AIR: 

Yu-. Neumann had reported that .lv~r. Gurfein had secured the con­
sent of the Forum to place a half hour at our disposal on the evening of 
February 17th. The offer 111as accepted and arrangements are being made for 
a discussion on the "Situation in the Near F.ast!1, or 1Pn.lestine and the f.ar 11 • 

YIDDISH JOURNALISTS PRESS CONFERENOE: 

Mr. Neumann reported that he had arranged for a press conference 
with the principal Yiddish writers on 1v~onday, January 26th. Other press 
conferences Will be arranged. 

PROF. W. F. ALBRIGHT: 

Mr. Neumann reported on a successful luncheon addressed by Prof. 
Albright in Cleveland - at the t..J.PA ~ational Oonference - wtich was attended 
by academicians and publicists. Prof" Albrig.i1t had. dee] o..PHi j_)i.:blicl y +,hat he 
had been converted from cultural to political Zionism. Zfforts should be 
made to utilize his influence in academic circleso 

HEAR EAST Q,UARTERLl) 

There was further discussion on this subject, following a report of 
Prof. Albright's affirmative opinion on this project. It was ab~·eed that the 
matter should be pursu&d fu.-r ·:"l.\~,:~• and particularly that an effort be made to 
find a group of scholars ir,:cere~i;ed in lJear Fa.stern problems who are friendly 
to the Zionist cause and 'Nilling to coo:perate irJ producing such a Quarterly. 

RADIO: 

A discussion took place o:a the im:po:-:-tance of developing a com-
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prehensive prcgram cf activities over the radio netv:orks. Judge Kross 

and 1~r. Gurfein volunteered to study the matter and bring their re­

commendations to the Ccmmittee. 

STA1;1EY HIG!i: 

It was suggested that N.r. Hi~h be consulted v.-i th a view to , 

securing his advice on our public rel~ticns work and possibly hisser-

vices as a writer. 

FUTURE lvIEETIHGS: 

In view of the fact that Rabbi iviil ten Steinberg could not 

attend meetings on Monday nightt it was decided that future meetings 

be held on alternate ~onday afterncons at 5 :0C P. t. 

~eeting adjournedo 

E JUJUEL HEUM.Am.~ 
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~ONFIJlENT IAL 

MINUTES OF klEET!NG OF THE OFFICE COlJfuiITTEE 
OF THE AkERICAlf EMERGENCY COM1/J1iIT~EE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

January 29, 1942 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the AJnerican Emergency Conunittee 
was held on January 29th, 1942 at 4:30 Fo Mc 

PRESElfr: Dr. Wise (presiding) Messrsa Cruso. Gellman, Goldstein; Mesdames 
Halprin, Schoolman. 

Messrs. Ben Gurion (later), Louries Neumann 

l?UBLIC RELATIOllS COMhlIT ~EE 

It was agreed that Mrs. Turover be nominated to the Public Relations 
Committee; also Mr. Ma.rk Eisner and Professor Fineman, if willingo 

STATUS OF MR. NERTMAI~~ 

Mr. Neumann said that he had been with the Committee for some months now 
but that his status had not been clarified,, In addition there were questions of 
salary which had to be settledo It will be recalled that he had been originally 
engaged on a part time basis with a possibility in mind that he might also con­
tinue his private law practice. In fact, he had been giving all of his time to 
the work of the Committeel It was agreed that Dro Wise should name a sub-co~ 
mittee to deal with these questions and to report to the naxt meeting of the 
Office Committee. 

CA.RNEGIE HALL ~TING 

Mr. Neumann reported that the Hall had been engaged. tickets were being 
distributed and action taken to publicize the meetingo In regard to program; 
Dr. Wise would preside, Senator Pe~~er had agreed to speak and also Mro Ben Gurion­
Nei ther Dr. Silver nor Ba.bbi ,~ Lltfcmiua.,:1.!; of Boston were available that night owing 
to previous engagements. As additional speakers a number of names were suggested 
as follows: William Green, Max Lerner. George Backer, Frank Kinglon, President 
Shuster of Hunter College, Vlaldo :Brank and Nahum Goldmann~ Opinion was age.inst 
invitations being sent to Congressman Somers and Mr. Van Passen, The latter was. 
in any case, speaking elsnhere on behalf of Hadassah that eveningo 

Mr. Neumann reported that the Legionnaires wished to attend the meeting 
as a distinctive group and to make a statemente It was agreed (l!~s. Schoolman 
contra) that they be allowed to make a brief statement prepared in advance in con­
aultation with the Committee. 

JEWISH AmiY RESOLUTIOi{S Il~ CONGRESS 

Mr. Neumann read a letter from Co~essman Sou:ers from which it appeared 
that the Army Committee had not had anything to do with his initiative in setting 
down the Congress resolution on the Jewish lJ1ili t r,.ry Force. As regards pressing 
the Army resolution, the desirability was again emphasized of ascertaining the 
chances of acceptance of such a resulntton by Congress. It was also suggested 
that in SOlJJllipg out the Ad.ministration it would be well to await the return of 
Mr - :B " 
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Mr. Neumann rc➔po!·ted that Liro Boake Carter was writing a syndicated 
column on the Jewisil Milita1·y l\,:c~e the following dayo ... ... 
EMERGENCY COMI.:!ITTZE BE80LGTION R1' A!Jll'f --------------------

A draft resolution on the attitu.d.B of the :fu:Je.rgency Committee to the 
Jewish Military For~e based on tho pr~po3al ado~ tet subjeut to revision at the 
last meeting of the Full Committ.ee was consic.l;:f;d, It w s agreed that Mrs. 
Halprin, Mr., Neumann and ki:r ~ Lou.r·te sh0uJ.cl :_;, :-1;.:-pa L·~ a fui:' t~1e:c d::. .. e£t in the light 
of the discussion for su bm:1. s s·:.. 0!1 to the n ~. xe, r.:u~ tirJ.5 of t ..:it, Lt. .. 11 Committee. It 
was also agreed that fo:i.· the Carnegie Hall iI.6 t!. tLtg h r·eso l ution be prepared sup.. 
porting the right of the Yishuv to fight as a sE:pb.rate ruilj_ta:..~y force under its 
own flag~. 

CALL TO ZIO~ISTS 

Mr. r eumann read a draft l!call to Zi01~:Ls ts t! to be signed by ]r. \lise and 
the heads of the organizations., There was ~oine discussion as to the nature of 
the action in favor of the army proposal that should oe undertaken at this tine o 

It was suggested that what was needec"'.. i1lrB°ii w2.s a campaign of edurati on amongst 
the Zionists themse1ve~ bi.:.i.t i t waH point eel out that work al ong t hG se lines had 
been going on for the last J ear in the ~·.ionis:. press and en t.ha Zionist platformr­
Thus in January, 1941~ the 'Gn~ tea Palestine ~F}8al c o:u:-1ent ~.on had adopted a reso­
lution in f9.-vor of a Jewish i.ili tary :F10rce . Blmj,le.rly at the Zi onis t Crganiza,, 
tian convention in September and at otl'.e°r m~0t, .i.ngse 'lne s0atem~ntS by Dr., Weizmann 
Mr. Ben Gurion and Dr:) Eerna:i.-d Joseph on the ~ubject had al so been given wide 
publicity. It seemed to be agreed that :hat was wanted now was to educateor non.,. 
Zionist (:opinion. As to ··-:· 1::; action to that enclt the pe,int was made by Mrs" Halprin 
that the time was not ripe for a dramatic call involving deluging of Congressmen 
with telegrams,eirc,The work, she urged, should be unde~t aken ·oYu • ordinary public 
relations lines which might, . of ~ourse, incluie publ ic meetings and suitable 
approaches to the :press., It was agreed that V~ 5, Halprin, Mr,, Gellman, ?vir .. Cruso 
&nd b'ir., Nenma::r1:n ·ne c.r-nF-tlt,Jt•3d A ~ub-c.ommit.tbe t·) r efr;rmu.lat tile cal] the che 
Zionist pu l ' e., 

BEFORT BY MR. BEN GURION 

Mr, Ben Gurion reported on an interesting though still highly confidential 
request to the Jewish Agency by the Navy. 

He also referred to the recent terrorist acts in Palestine which had re-
aul ted in the killing of three police office:ts ~ The body responsible for this was 
a section of the Irgun Zvai Leumi. That body had split and it was members of the 
010,a!ll' section which had perpetrated thes~ acts. That section had a Nazi orienta,­
tion, It had sent a man to Syria some time ago to establishAthere a base for its 
activities. This man Stern was mentioned in a recent news disp~tch as a suspect 
for whom the police was searching. On the occupation of Syria these people had 
returned to Palestine. The majority section of the Irgun was not responsible for 
the murders but werar;aking advantage of the terror created by the other faction 
to extract money by threats, In answer to a question he said that these groups 
were not today affiliated with the Revisionists. 

LETTER FROM :DR. SILVER 

Mr. Neumann read a letter from Dr. Silver urging that action be taken with 
the American Jewish Committee with reference to the letter of Professor Morris 
Cohen supporting the Times editorialo 

It was agreed that there be a meeting of the ful l Ccllllllittee on Thursday 
n February 5 at 8130 and a meeting of the Office Committee on Friday, Febo 6 at l; /s 
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CORRECTION OF MINUTES 

In the minutes of -the Office Committee meeting of January 20 
under the heading of "Jewish Army Cow:.i1:.t..t~ee·~ it should have been 
recorded that Judge Levinthal voted again~t termination of the negotia-
tions with the Je •·ish A:.rmy Committee.. • 

A. Lourie 
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CONFIDENT_I_Af.i. ff52 

MINUTmq OF OFFI0E COMMITT_EWJ l11ESTI!{Q 
A!V.ER;CAN EMERG$NOY: COMMITTEE FOR ZIOr IST AFFAIRS 

F;-t4ilJ.-F?b:r~a;ry o O 194~ 

A meeting of the Uffice Committee was held on Friday, February 6, 1942 
at 4l E. 42nd Street, New York City. 

PR~SENTa Dr. Wise (presiding), Dr. Gol:stein, Mr. wertheimi Mesdames Halprin 
and Jacobs. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Ncuman:i. 

REPORT OF CON\7:ERSATION \~ITH MR. VAN PAAS3W{ 

Mrs. Halprin stated that Mr. Van Paassen had informed one of the 
Hadas~ah board members that he had completely revised his opinion of the Jewish 
Army vommittee. He had discovered that letters and telegrams had been sent out 
under his nam~ without his approval. He kne"t.' nothing of the negotiations which 
had been proceeding between the Army Committe:. e and tha E□e:.--gency Committee. He 
was now satisfied that the people behi:id the gro1.1p \vE::re fascist in character. 
He was resigning from the Army Committee on Mo~1day. 

CONFiflMATIO~ OF BY-U\l.2 

It was agreed, in accordance with a VP.rbal communication from Judge 
Levinthal to the secretary, that a clause be inPerted in the by-laws which shoulrl 
come up for final confirmation at the next me~ting of the full committee, that 
the organizations represented on the committee b~ allowed to name proxies to 
attend in the nlace of representrtives of any group unable to attend at a parti­
cular meeting. 

STATIJS OF MR.!__NEUMAJ:lli 

The chairman stated that he was appointing Dr. Goldstein, Dr. Nahum 
Goldmann and Mrs. Hal~rin who, together with himself, would act as a sub-committee 
to make a recommandation in this matter. 

POLITICAL MATT~RS 

( a) Mr. Neumann reported that .Ambassador S·GeinhF.i.rdt would be leaving 
this week-end to take un his duties in Turker. A number of memoranda had been 
submitted to him for his consideratioh. It had bee~ suggested to him that he 
might find it of interest to make contact with Mr .. She.d,.:)~ 5 and he he.d also been 
informed that Mr. Eliahu Epstein was in Ankar·& as a :'tJp:rescnt,xc.ive of the Agency. 

(b) Army resolution before Congress~ It w~s agreed that inquiries be 
made among our friends in Washington as to vhe possibility of faYorable action 
by Congress on a resolution in support of a J e·wish army; also that the matter be 
discussed with Mr. Sumner Welles. Mention was made of the fact that Congressman 
Somers was known for his anti-New Deal position~ 

(o) Jewish Army Campaign• A letter fromSenator 
answer to the Times editorial had been circulated by Mr. 
The Times had failed to publish Senator Johnson's reply. 
certain other material had also been circulated. It was 

Johnson of Colorado in 
Neumann's department. 
The editorial in PM and 

prooosed to release on 
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Tuesday or Wednesday messages ,Jlioh Senator ·; enfir had received in reply to his 
recent telegram on the Je,,rl_~h A-_""'.:.y. l/r., Neu-na·m: 1s depo.rtme:ct had prepared a k:r~: 
of material for distributiion, iriclu:iing noints for letter~, radio talks, feature 
writers, etc. 

d) Oall to Zionists a A revised draf't w&~ :i:-eady. It was a.greed that the 
final version ohould go out oy1 Mon~ay, signnd by the head3 of the organizations~ 
Oertain amendments wc~re n~oucsed including one ~I!l 1)hasizing the importance of the 
work being carried on through and with the o!'fl6:Lal Zionist bodies. 

PID3LIC REt,ATIONS. OOM)i!ITTEE 

Mr. Wertheim referred to a meeting o~ Z:i.onists whtch Mrs. Pool had 
calJai in Chloago for public r'3lations purpos~s. Judge Fis .. ct had put up a 
strong opposition to the establishment of any p".tbJ_ic relations committee there. 
He regretted to say that Mrsg Pool 1s pronosal had Leen negatived, and urged that 
the matter be taken up a.gain with the Chica&) Zioriist lead~rso 

Mrs .. Halnrin said she understooc t~1ri·0 letcu:.--s hc.d been ~"'eceived by the 
Committee prior to the Oa:.rnegie Hall m:Jeting from Dr. 3C1lomon Goldman and from 
Judge Fisher. She felt that these should hava been c:Lrc,1luted to the members 
since they bore on the desirability of organizing su.c~ a meeting at all. 
Mr. Neumann stated that as far as he was aware no suuh letter had been received 
from Judge Fisher. A wire had come from Dr., 0,')ldman ·when the nreparations for 
the meeting were well advanced; speakers had ~ee1 engag~dy and the office was 
working at full pressure, and he regretted t.ha-~ by an ove~:sight the wire had not 
been circulated. 

INFQRM,ATIQN LETT~ 

Reference was again made to the proposal which had been favored at the 
previous meeting for a regular (possibly monthly) summary of current developments 
which should be circulated in the form of a confidential bulletin. 

With regard to the distribution of ~~ch a bullet~n Mr. Neumann said 
that he was loath to deal directly with the oonstit·11er..cie3 ( i .. e. the various 
public relations Oommittees) although Rabbi B:r.eslau .~1acl urged last year that the 
Emergency Committee should unde:.rtake such dir~ct comounicotions. 

It was agreed that the maintenance cf contacts v.d:i:,h the. Public Relations 
Committees through this bulletin should be e~.vf:3n con:;id~:cei.t :r.on by the Organiza­
tions. 

AN:•. IVER~ARIES OF ZIONIST SIGl'l IFIQAl,CE 

It was stated that in the current year theTe would be celebrated, 

a) the 25th anniversary of the Jewish Legion 
b) the 20th anniversary of the U~S. Oongi~sa Resolution on the 

National Home policy. 
c) 25th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration . 

With raga.rd to the first, Mr. Neumann asked for directions as to whethe~~ 
an effort should be made to get Congress to r~affirm its noaitio~ as of 19220 
The changed political situa.tion ~ould make su~h action more difficult, though on 
the other hand it might be easier in one way since what would be asked was a 
D)lffirmation of a policy previously adoptedu 
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Dr. Oold.Itann said that if it would require months of concentrated work 
to obtain the pass; ge of such a resolution he doubted the desirability of puttinc 
all the stressoof our political work on this one jbb. It would be more impor­
tant if we could obtain approval for a resolution on the J e,,:ish Military Force. 

After further discussion it was agreed that there would be no objection 
to consulting the majority and minority leaders on the matter. So far as the 
State Department wee concerned, however, th~ c~ly point to be taken up with them 
at this stage should be that of the attitud~ of the administration to the reso­
lution in regard to the Jewish military forc~ t It was also agreed that it would 
be desirable to arrange for speeches in Congress on the anniversary of the 
passage of the resolution. 

It was further agreed that efforts should be made to arrange a national 
radio hook-up in coltIIlemoration of the anniversary of the OongressResolution. 

As regards the second, the Jewish Legion Anniversary, it was pronosed 
that a dinner be organized under the auspice~ of the Co~mittee. It was agreed 
that Dr. Goldmann, Dr. Goldstein, Mrs. Halprin and Mr. Wertheim, together with 
Mr. Neumann, should give consideration to t l:.::.s proposal with a view to the 
possibility of arranging a dinner celebration, and renort back to the Committee. 

LETTEF OF PROF~ MORRIS COHEN TO TILES RE JEi. I 3H __ ARMY 

Two letters had been received from Dr. Silver urging that in view of 
Professor Cohen's official position on the Peace Inst.itute of the American Jewish 
Committee, the matter of his letter to the Times should be taken up officially 
with the last-ha.med body. 

It was agreed that a communication be addressed to the Chairman of the 
American Jewish Committee to inquire whether the Professor's letter had been 
~~1tten with the sanction of the American Jewish Committee or of their Peace 
Institute of which he was the chairman. 

COMMITTJE Is r isor..un :)N ON JEWISH MILITAIY FORCJ; 

A revised draft of the resolution provisionally adonted ht the last 
meeting of the full committee was read as followsw 

"BE IT RESOLVED that the American E:nergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs, representing the organized Zionist; movement in 
America, records its wholehearted endorsement of the pronosal for 
the formation in Palestine of a Jewish milit~ry force to fight 
side by side with Great Britain, the United States and the other 
United Nations. The Emergency Committee will use its best efforts 
to secure for the Jews of Palestine the r~ght to raise such a 
military force, to comprise Palest:i.nian Jews, including those 
already serving with Jewish units in the Near East, and such 
Jews from other countries, including ~tateless Jews, as may be 
legally free to enlist in such a Force. r. 

A letter was read from Judge Levinthal critio1zing the inclusion of the 
reference to "stateless Jews". It was pointed out that et the meeting of the 
full committee at which the matter wae considered, a heated discussion had taken 
place on this point, and it was then decided to include such a reference in the 
resolution. The resolution aa read was recommended for adoption to the full 
committee. 
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PRESS ITEJMS 

Mr. Neumann re--- orted that Mr. Frank Gannett had come out in who]eheo.r·ce,'. 
support of a Jewish Militar y Fo:::-ce and h~d pu.bJ.iBhed an exce]lent leader on the 
su·oject ( which 'Will be circul::tted) in his e,ho.1:1 of newspapers. A prees confer­
ence was also planned on the same subject in t he near future. 

COMMITTEE FOR A JJ1r\l{ISH ARMY 

Mr. Neumann reported that from infor~ation received by him, the Commit,;.. 
tee apparently had a good deal of money to s:Y~,1d a To the five rooms they were 
already occupying, they were now add.ing a f '.:..::·Gher three.. He had been informed 
that they had $15,000 with which to work and were spending at the r ate of 
~10,000 a month. Mr. Strelsin had given them money and had also secured money 
for them from others and they were now forming an Executive Committee of fifteen 
members. Following the Emergency Committee conference wi-ch member s of the 
Yiddish press, Mr. Grossma.~- on behalf of th~ Ar.ny Committee, had called a 
similar conference and read to them the excha~ge of corresoondence between the 
Emergency Committee and the Army Committee. H~ understood however that 
Mr. Meckler of the Morning Journal would take the position that the narity pro-· 
posal put forward by the Army Committee was one the Zionist leadership could not 
be exnected to accept. 

Mr. Neumann added that the Zionists should be apprised of the character 
of the group behind the Army Committee, but that he thought an open fight with 
them was undesirables 

There was sotne discussion on Mr. G!~ossman ts actlon in joining the 
Army Committee. It was pointed out that he had been invit~d to attend the meet­
ing of the Office Committee at which a final de~ision was to be taken on the 
negotiations with the Army Committee, but t ha t be had failed to attend. 
Mrs . Halprin added that the Army Committee, i n t heir epproach to peoole, were 
going out of their way to poison them against the Zionist leadership. 

It was agreed that a letter be sent to Mr. Grossman signed by Dr. ,:ise, 
asking for an explanation of his action in joining the Army Committee onoe he 
was a~,are of the attitude to that body of the Emergency Committee J and asking 
further how he could reconcile his position as a member of the Army Committee 
with membership of the Emergency Committee. 

It wa q agreed tha.t Dr. Goldstein and t,Qr. Neuma:1n should try to see 
Mr. Van Paaseen, if possible before Monday, a& it was understood th2t he was 
leaving town that day. Rcf e~ence was made to Mr. Va~ Paa~~enfs letter to the 
lfReconstructionist" in which he stated that the ZJ.onist lea.jership had last year 
intervie1tred Lord Halifax and informed him that- they w~re agai.nst r aising a 
J e11rish force. The ~-ecret8ry was instructed to ::;earch the minutes in order to 
see if there was anything in the reoord which might have a bearing on this 
alleg .tion. 

A.PPLIQATI0PR.J~PR Mj)1B'~RSHIP ON .11.HE EMEROENOY OOiv]1tITT~ 

Letters were read from the Order dons of Zion and the Hapoel Hamizrachi 
asking for representation on the Committee, It was stated that the Order Sona of 
Zion he.s an agreement with the 'Z/JA in tierms of which they enjoy certa.in repre­
sentation on the committees of that body, but that they ooerate as a separate 
organization. It was pointed out that if representation were accorded the 
Order Sons of Zion, other bodies like the National Workers Alliance would also 
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seek representation; agajn, if the Hapoel Hamizrachi were included in the Co~~i·~ 
tee, groups like Habonim and J-..mior Hadassah would aleo claim representctio:1 .. IG 
might open the way for an embar:?'.'assing numbe:- of other applications. 

It was agreed that a letter be sent -~-J the bodie5 com erned expressing 
regret that the Committee was unable to accede to their request, placing stress 
on the oolitical side of the Committee 1s woTk and urging that they seek represen~ 
tation through the Mizrachi and ZOA respectivcJ.y c. 

!;IEOHAL UTZ LOAN 

A letter was read from the Hechalut '3 ;,'"'equesting tr.at the balance of 
$840 of an original loan of ;,;l,840 made to th~ IIechalutz by the Emergency Oon:mU;­
tee in May 1940 be converted into a grant in alrJ. Criticism was expressed of the 
failure of the Hechalutz to co.·-:.~7 out its obligations~ It was finc...'lly agreed 
that they be absolved from furthei· oayments but that the opinion of the CoICT11ittee, 
that their attitude indicated an imnroosr app1.·eciation of their responsibilities, 
be incorporated in the letter to them. 

DISCUSSIONS ~ITg NONZIQ.:..J.STS 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann reported on the meeting which hHd taken pJace on 
Friday, January 30 betwee:i subcommittees of the Zioni::st and non-Zionist negotia­
ting bodies. He read the dr·aft proposals as th~y now stood, 

Unanimous agreement had been reached on the Galutl::. issues. As regards 
the Palestine matters, Mr. Maurice \iertl1eim ( l:h~ no:1-Zi.onis ts had been represen­
ted by Mr. Wertheim, Mr. Medalie and Mr o Held) said that tn~ non-Zionist 
negotiEiting committee wished the negotia.tion':s n ..>w to a.ssu.me a more forreal and 
official character~ accordingly they were ~,.'P~~.'•.!J •.i1g the .~e:cican J ewi h Committee 
officially of the negotiations and further d.itw'..t.:\Sion ,3 would be conducted on be-­
half of the Committee itself. A sub-committee had now ~een appointed by the 
American Jewish Oommittee to make recommendations to the full Executive Committee 
and only after consideration by that body would the discussions with the Zionists 
he resumed. That might take several weeks. 

Mr. Wertheim had urged that the Je~inh A~my propoeals should be taken off 
the agenda on the gJ:ound that, they had nothing to do wJ..t h th9 Peace Program" He 
added that there was g~eat opuosition within the Committee to that proposal. It 
was pointed out that since a uni ted pre.gram of act:i.on ·was f!nvisaged, the failure 
to come to an agreement on this p("1rticular mP..t t ;-r might b ;J a SO'\.lroe of friction, 
as it was not one which th~ iJ.Ot!ists co-..ild g~·v~ ·..1y. It r,:1~;. a2..so been made clear 
by Dr. Goldmann that so fr~t· a. :1 t he Oommonwea°l. t-.h :t~'dJt:J was c,ncernt:d, if the non­
Zionist reoresentatives ce.llle back with a negat-ive a.ttit·J.-:l.~ ':,o this also, it was 
as well that they should know that there woulLi b8 no l>a.f;i ;, for further discussionso 

VMD BITAOHON 
A letter was read from the Ve.ad Bita~h)n ste.ting that it had transmitted 

close to $45,000 to Palestine but that ther~ w~s still outstanding ~4,000 due 
from Mizrachi (balance on a note), $8,500. fr0m the Labor Group, and, contingent 
upon the collection of these euws, Hadassah was retaining ll5>000 promised to 
the Va.ad Bitachon. 

Mr. Wertheim said that it waa impos.1ible to talk of going out now for a 
further aenarate campaign for the Ve.ad Bi""achon. They had had a combined campaig. 
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with the Hechalutz of the nrocf3eds of which, ~,17 ,000 or f,18 ,000 had gone to the 
Hechalutz and the r est to Bitachon. They could not do any more. 

It was agreed that the matter shoulc. be ref~:rred to Mr.Ben-Uurion. 

mxPENSSS _OF OQMMQDO~ HOT:SL ~-'iE ·1TI:iQ, 

It was agreed that Rabbi Beller should be re-imbur.eed for expenses in­
curred by him in respect of the meeting called by Dr. Wise on December 18 at the 
t1otel Commodore. 

POLITICAL COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Halprin urgP. d that a political committee be set up to give consider­
ation to a number of fundamen·i; r.1 nroblems. Th8re wer-3 a host of committees which 
were giving thought to nost-war questions and it was desirable that the Zionists 
should clso do some thinking - e~g~ on such matters as the Federation idea, the 
impliof'tions of the Common-wealth pror)osal, et0:. The Committee as presently 
constituted was swamDed by matters of detvil and would always be so swamoed. 
Possibly this committee might be called a nost•-war ai.ms committee. 

It was agreed that the matter be defe:c:red t.o a i'uller meeting and the 
hooe was expressed that Mr. Ben-Gurion, Judge :.i8vinthal aud Dr/ Silver \\Ould be 
present at a discussion of this subject. 

A. Lourie 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF PUBLIO REL.lTIONS OOMMITTEE 
liFJLD MOND.A.Y, FEBRUARY 91 1942, at 5 P.M. 

At 41 ]&st 42nd Gt. 1 New York. 

PRESENT: Mrs. s. W. Halprin (in the chair). Mrs. Th.vid de Sola Pool, 
Dr. Milton Steinberg, lidessr.so .l. luli n, D. Wertheim, &anuel 
Neumann; Th:- • D. Pe 't ogor sky, by i n-r:Uia. t ion. 

Excuse for a,sence was received from Mr. M. Gurfein. 

0A.LL TO AME.RI CAN ZIONISTS ON JEWISH MILITARY FCROE 

The final draft of the oall to be iasued by the ]mergen6y Oomnittee 
to all American i1onists on the subject of a Jewish Military Force in Pales­
tine was read and certain cha.ngea suggested. 

✓ COMMIT'l!E.E ON CHRISTIAN CLERGr 

, 

• 

Dr. Ste1.n.be":'g sue;g~s t ~cl th.~;t Ra,'".;~"L P:':l:i.l \? ] ::rrn~ te:ln, of Rochester• 
who has a very intira.s:~e ffilrl e1c~ensi V9 scqt,i:◄:~ :,ri.,auc0~h1; a,:";10 .Jg the Christian , 
clergy, be asked to take 'lihe chairmanship of ·t;~~a Gomml 'li ~ee, on which Rabbi 
Ira Eisenstein and Rabbi Theodore Lewis h&d already agreed to work with Dr. 
Steinberg. 

Mr. Neumann reported that Rabbi B~rnstein was prepared to come to 

New York for a few weeks to participate i n i:ihi s work. 

It was moved by Mrs. Halprin an~ s?conded ~y Mrso Pool that Rabbi 
Philip Bernstein be asked to come to New York to moat w:t"~h Dr. Steinberg and 
work out a program of action on the spot. Tnis mo~ion was unanimously 
approved. 

Dr. Petegorslcy suggested that Babbi Max Arzt, who is now le~uring 
as the Jewish representative torthe Conferen~e of Jews and Obristians, be co-
opted on the Committee which is to deal with Christian olergy. ~. Neumann _,,, 

~ proposed that Prof. ilbright 1 s help be solicited, since he would be in New 
York during the coming few weeks when he waq to give a series of lectures, 
and t&.-\t a tunall number of key people am0?lg th.e olergy should be asked to 
meet Prof. Albright. It was agreed that it was most important to contaot the 
key people among the Ohristian clergy. 

NEI YOBK CHAPTER OF AMERI C.A.N P.A.LESTINE OOlitiMIT~ 

Mr. Tu.lin reported that he had ~he nucleus of a New York Chapter 
prepared. He planned to use his personal friendships which he had built up 
in New York. He suggested the names of Obarles Burlingham, Grenville 
Olark and Walter Pitkin, with perhaps one of the first two mentioned as 
chairman. He believed that these names would guarantee the interest of others. 

It was deeided that Mr. Tu.lin and Mr. Neillllann meet the following 
dq to discuss the matter further and that Mr. Tulin would invite Judge Kross, 
Mr. Rosenblatt and Mr. Gurfein to be present at this meeting. 



RADIO TIME 

Mr. Neumann reported that we were to have a half-hour on the N.Y.U. 
Forum of the Air, on Station WEVD, on February 17th, from 10:0r to l0:3C P.M., 
and that Prof. Albright and Dr. Iope will participate in the broadcast, 

r together with Dr. Ne.chum Goldmann a.nd Mr. Nemnann. It was agreed that a 
recording should be made of this broadcast. 

Mr. Neumann further reported that, .Tuc!ge Levinthal had urged that 
radio programs on a much le:r{;e~ scale sho'U}.d be arranged. He had further 
suggested that all the va.rio~s Zionist groups might join in bwing radio 
time for a year . 

With regard to the broadcast which is being arranged for April, on 
the 20th Anniversary of the United States Congress Resolution approving the 
establishment of the · Jewish National Home in Palestine under British 1'1andate, 
Mr. N~unann reported that the S"Uggestlon had been made to obtain the ser­
vices of Mr. Corwin, the radio soript writer who had prepared the excellent 
Bill of Rights broadcast. Mr. James Wise ll w,.th whom Mro Neumann had dis­
cussed this progC"a.n, w.13.s of tb'3 optuio::i ·; l:ii=:.t Dor,y.,~.1 Dacke:r would be the best 
person to work wit~ Mr. Oo:rwJ.n. Mr Wise ~.1J.d. al ~0 s1.~g5cst:ed Merrill 
Dennison, another radio scrj.pt wri tar, if M-r. Corwin c~not undertake it. 
Another name suggested was that of Mr. Fhil Cohen, who is also doing some 
work for Mr. MacLeish. 

Mr. Neumann is to discuss the whole question of the Anniversary 
radio program with~~. Israel Goldberg. 

HEADL"tNE BOOKS 

At the previous meeting of the Public Relations Committee it had been 
decided that an effort should be made to get either Mr. William Hard or 
Mr. H. Powell to write the book on 11Pales·tine and The War". Mr. Neumann .,, 
reported that Mr. Hard had been away on a tour but would return to Washington 
Wednesday. The earliest he ~ould be seen would be Fri~. Mr. Gurfein, who 
was to have contacted Mr. Powell, had not yet done so since he understood 
that Mr. Hard was to be approached first. 

Mr. Neumann SU&gested that in the m~uitime Marie Syrkin should be 
asked to start with the book on the Arab question. M:. s. Pool and Mrs. 
Halprin thought that the first book to be published should be written by 
a non-Jew of note. Dr. Petegorsk:y pointed out that in the ease of a head­
line book the most important thing was the subject and ~he fact that the 
material presented was authoritative, rather than the name of the author. 
He was of the opinion that the advantage ·jo be ~ined by having the book 
prepared by someone who was thoroiighly familiar with the subJeot matter 
would be much greater than that derived from having the name of an outstand­
ing non-Jew attached to the book. He also a~reseed· the importanoe of 
setting several people to work on headlinA oooks simultaneously, pointing 
out that if four people were given assigJ1I1ents two books would result, and 
if two people were asked to do books we m!.ght get none. 

Dr. Petegorsky also pointed out that the Penquin people were be­
ginning to publish books in the United States and that it might be possible 
to have them accept a manuscript. 

No deoisions were taken. 
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ZIONIST YOUTH COMMISSION'S REPRINT OF EXTRAOT FROM PEEL OOMlv1 ISb~:)1J REPORT 

Mr. Neumann reported that Dr. Bardin had had a reprint made for 

the Zionist Youth Commission of that part of the Peel Commission report 
which dealt with the historical survey of Zionism up to the Balfour 
Declaration. Mr. Ne,1mann felt that this was a very· useful pamphlet and 

he suggested that the Public Relations Committee order it in large 
quantities. The cost would be 5½ cents per copy. 

It was decided to ask lx. Bardin to hold the type a little longer, 

pendin8 the study of the pamphlet by other members of the Public Relations 
Committee. 

FUTURE ~TINGS 

Since meetings in the afternoon could not be attended by a number 

of members of the Public Relations Oonmittee, it was decided to revert 
to the evening meet :i.:r~ , possibly holdinR 2.,1J. o c cP.,s i .o:n 9.J.. .'Jlce ";ing in the 

afternoon. The next meeting i s to tMe p: ;-:: ce }ic,n d&y evening, February 

23rd, and the following one a week after that. 

Meeting adjourned. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMIT~ MEETING 
AMERICAN EMERGENCY COlwlMITTEE FOR zro· IsT AFFAIRS 

Thursday, February 12,1942 

#53 

A meeting of the Office Committee ~as held on Thursday, February 12, 
at 4 P.do, at 41 East 42nd Street, New York City. 

PRESENT: Messrs. Szold (in the chair), Bublick, Goldstein, Levinthal, Uer-theial ; 

•Ji~!ldwas Halprin, Jacobs and Pool. 

Messrs. Ben-Gu.rion, Goldmann, Lourie and Petegorsky. 

RESIGNATION OF MR. RESS 

Exchange of correspondence between Mr. Ress and the secretary was read. 
In a letter dated February 11th Mr. Ress informed the Committee of his resig­
nation. 

ASSISTANCE TO MRSe JAB0TINSXY 

It was reported that Mr. Naiditch, in a letter to the Committee, copy 
of which had been sent to the Hadassah, had urged that the payments of $50~ per 
month agreed to by the Committee should be increased to $100. This was apart 
from the $35. monthly provided by the Ya..tz Foundation. 

Mr. ]en-Gurion said that he would cable to the Zionist Executive in 
Jerusalem urging them to allocate a pension of $100 a a month to 11rs. Jabotinsky. 
He felt that these payments should not be made by the Emergency Committee, which 
had received funds for specific work not covering allocations of this kind. 

Mrs. Pool stated that Badassah had had the matter before them at their 
last Board meeting but that they could not spare monies for this purpose. 

It was agreed that pending a reply from the Jerusalem Executive, Mr. Ben­
Gurion and Mrs. Pool should decide between them how the next payments should be 
provided.. 

STATEMENT BY MR. BEN-GURION 

Mr. Ben-(Nrion read to the Committee the text of a telegram which he had 
received from Jerusalem in reply to his own cable with reference to the allo­
cation of funds for work in Washington, as follows:-

11EDCUTIVE APPBECIA.TES IMPGmANCE YOUR SFJI'TLINO WASHINGTON APPROVES 
YOUR PROPOSAL BUT TRUSTS COORDINATION EMERGENCY COMMITTEE ASSumrD 
WOULD APPRECIATE INFOBM.\.TION THIS REGARD ALSO VIEW REVISIONIST PUB­
LICITY BEGARDING OPEN CONFLICT BETWEEN YOURSELF AMERICAN FRIENDS 
SUGGEST USE FAR AS POSSIBLE ZIONIST OFFICES WASHINGTON .... " 

Mr. ]en-Gurion also reported that the J.T.A. and the Jewish Press Ser-
vice had issued mischievous reports in regard to his setting up a separate office 
in Washington, the source of which should be traced. The Bevisionist papers had 
embellished these stories, and from wires received from England and~ 
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it appeared that a good deal of concern had been aroused abroad on the basis of 
false information. 

AdherencA tp Unit~d Nations Declaration• Mr. Ben-Gurion referred to the 
notice issued by the State Department with reference to the adherence of various 
authorities ,..,hich are not governments to the United Nations DeclarE1tion. 
Mr. Ben-Ourion had cabled the Jewish Agency Executive in London asking whether 
theylJ)ropose to teke action in this connection, and the s~e day had received 
a cable from Dr. Weizm8nn askinp that action be deferred until his arrival in 
Ameri8a. Following a consultction with friends whom he (Mr. Ben-Gurion) had 
seen in Washington, who agreed that the Agency should record its adherence to 
the Declaration, a formula had been ~.rorked out, as follows 1 

"The Jewish Agency for PaleRtine notes with satisfaction that the 
American Government, as the depository of the Declarstion of ~inciples 
of the United Nations, invites the support of all liberty lovin~ peoples 
to the principles of that Declaration. I am authorized by the Executive 
or the Jewish Agency for Palestine, which was established and exists by 
virtue of Article IV of the Mandate for Palestine, to file with you 
a ~tatement of adherence · to the ~rinciryles of that Declaration." 

The text of this had been cabled to Dr. Weizmann. 

In answer to an inquiry, Mr. Ben-Gurion said that the stetement of ad­
herence would be sighed by Dr. V:eizmann and that following transmission to the 
StDte Veoartment it would, efter a suitable interval, be given publicity. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion went o:~ to say that the main ourpose of his going to 
Washington was to study whet could be done ther~ and in what way. Apart from 
jhe Stete Department, he had tried to find out whether there were other agencies 
which might hel~ in shaping policy on Pale~tine. One such Department was that 
of Ool. Donovan, Co-ordinator of Information. He had already reported on an 
interview he had had with that Department. He had offered them the coopera­
tion of the Jewish Agency in various directions so fBr as their work in the 
Middle East was concerned. Ntiturally 1 though, as he had explained, this could 
not be behind the back of Great tiritain. The Department had sent a special man 
to ~he Middle East and he was in contact with re~resentativee of the Je,ieh 
Agency. 

Mr. Ben-Ourion reported further on an interview which he had had with 
Mr. Bullitt. One point of interest which had emerged was that for the time beinf 
the Federation idea was dead. Apparently neither ~mong the ~rabs nor among the 
British was it seriously considered at ryresent. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion had also seen Judge Rosenman and at the latter's request 
had sent him a memorandum on the problem in Jalestine. 

Piscussions with nQn-Zionistsa Kr. Ben-Ourion said that the Zionist 
movement in this country, with the full approval of the Zionist Executive, was 
conducting negotiP.tions \,•ith the American Jewish Committee. He did not know 
whether those negotiations would succeed, but he believed that there was a reaJ 
possibility. Were unity on post-war aims to be achieved with the American 
Je"dsh Committee, it would be a matter or tpe first importance. Mr. Ben-Ourion 
had received a copy of the Oongress Bulletin, the editorial of which made 
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reference to the American Jew:lsh Committee and the effect of which might be 
very injurious to any prospects of unity6 Dt:rectine the Congress were leading 
members of the Emergency Co.m:ui t·vee, who rrn:s-l.i be c.e~oed. re s,onsible for euvh an 
editorial, even if they had. not read it. It was a ml.schiev-ous art1.cle which 
could do great harm to Zioni sru., Mr" B0:1-Gu:-:-io~1 !'epeaT,;ed that it would be of the 
greatest importance if we could get the support of the ,A.r.1e:-...,ican Jewish Cammi ttee 
and al thou~ the Cong:::'ess was of courBe not u:1d;,.r th-3 dir~ction of the Emer­
gency Oommi ttee, th~ .American Jewish Oummi t t~e kilow that the Congress leaders 
were on this Committe~ and he did not see how they could conduct two policies. 

This view was geA1,.,:ca.~ :y endorsed by those present. 

JJro Gold.ma..--m said that the editoria.l arose out of an add1·ess by Mr. 
Wertheim, the new chairman of the .American Jewish Committee, in which he re­
ferred to that 'body as the power house of mcral strength of ths Jewry of this 
country. The edi torlal was ir.tended to contest the claim of the Committee to 
be a dominan·jj factor in Jewish llfe here o 'O'!'o Goldmann agreed, howeve~, that 
the article was 9 to say the least 9 unnecessa.1:y. 

It was agreed that the matter should be discussed with Mro Lipsky and 
Ir. Wise, urging that it was undesirable to ,5,.0 i~to polemics with the American 
Jewish Committee at this timeo lt was also~~~~ol~hat the Emergency Committee 
organizations represented in the Congress should take up the matter thereo 

The 4uestion was discussed as to whetner a lette~ dis~sociating the 
Emergency Committee from this editorial be sent to the Ame~ican Jewish Committee 
or, alternatively, that l/JXSa Fool conv-ey to tl1em informally the feeling of the 
Emergency Committee that the editorial did not, r.ep1·es3nt the views of the 
Committee. It was decided that before such ac t :Lon 'be undertaken the matter be 
discussed with Mr, Lipsky and DroWise. 

Dr, Goldstein pointed out, in conclusi,on, that Mr.o Wertheim, as chairman 
of the Committee, was undoubtedJ.y facing graat difficulties in his own group 
in regard to the discussions with ourselves, and that it was of real importance 
that we should do whatever we could to strengthen M:..~o Wertheim1s hands. 

UNITED STATES NORTH .A.FRICAN M!SSIOlfS 

Mrso Pool reported further on Had.assah 1 s action in regard to the North 
African missions (see Minutes of Meeting of Jan. 15,1942) 0 Colonel Chickering 
and Major Riggs were now in Cairo. The HadaBsah representati·res in Jerusalem 
had been informed of the contact established her'e. Mr; .Pool added that Hadassah 
was contemplating an offer to the Red Cross to represent them in Palestine. 

P AN-ARA.B C ON.FmBEl-J~:l 

Dr~ Goldstein stated that reports had appeared in the Yiddish press of 
a v.roposed ~an-Arab Conference among the sponsors of which would be J.audi Arabia. 
Mr. Ben-Gurion said that he .had no information at all on this subject and it 
was agreed that inquiries should be made. It was also a.greed that press items 
of special interest should be circulated to members. 
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A repor"'G which had been received f .rom 'Paleut ine «Jn the deplorable 
condition of the interned refug0es from th1:) Steamship i '. Darian" was read to the 

meeting; also a telegram from :ox-, i7is8 to .Lor·d HaJ_ifax requesting that he re­
ceiv·e a del8ga.tion on thifj subject,, and. ·the t8pJ.y from lJir lialcolm stating that 

!Jord Halifax wa.:➔ at 1r::-esent away fI'om Was:ii..1gto1•. b1.:.t that the matter would be 
put before him on h'Ls re 'i,;urn , l:'ii was repo tetl. fu.rthe!" the.t the matter had been 

taken up with Lord Moyne i.i j,ondon, but that the latter had gi-ren a negative 
reply to the representatlons m3.d.t; to him for the release of these people, and 
e"ren to the request that t.he th!"eat of depo.ctation which continues to hang 
over them should be withdrawn. ~'here was reason to believe that the situation 

in Palestine was rm1ch mor~ t~nrH3 even than the report indicated. kn additional 

reason for approaching Lord llaJ.ifax had been that it ·was believed that he had 
been helpful !.n obtaining the rev-ersal of the decision with reference to the 
11Patria" refugeeao 

T e qu.estion arose as 'to whether it was des!.rable to ask Senators on the 
American Palefitin€ Co.mmittee to intervene. Jt ~as urged that everything possible 

to emphasize the gravity of the matter be do:--.e be~ause .,.f, as a result of the 
existing situation, a crisis d.d'i.T .loped L1 Peilestine (which was by no means im­
possible)., it might do grave hann to the :Britj.sh cau.se c Doubt was expressed as 

to whether the aid of the Sena.tors should be L.1'<J"oked at this time, in view of 

their official :position, but it was finally e.g!'eed that the matter be put to 

Senator Pepper and to Sena tor Wagner as tc w:t.•.ether an intervention on their part 

with the Embassy would be proper and if the a.i.1swer was in the affirmative the 

final decision be left with the officers. 

In addition, it was agreed that the l - tervention of Mr. Willia.Jl Green 
be sought and also the aid of Ya-. Pickett of the Q,uakers, Mr. James MacDonald 

and Dro Atkinson of the Won.d Ohurah Peace Union. Dr. Petegorsky mentioned that 
Prof. Tawney had come to Washington as an unofficial ad:11isor to the :British 
Embassy on labor matters and might be helpful. 

STRUMA. RE.WUGEJn S 

A cable from Dro Ebner, head of the Rnroanian Immigrants Organization in 
Palestine, describing the terrible plight of the 700 refugees on the Steamship 

"Struma.", which had been stranded outside Istambul for the pa.at two months, was 
read. N..r. Lourie reported on the conversations between Dr. Rosenblueth and 

himself, and Mr. Levitt of the J,DoC, in which it had been suggested that a joint 

delegation on behalf of the J.D.C. and of the Emergency Committee should inter-

view the Turkish Ambassador with a view to o·btaining the right for the • 
to land. Mr~ Levitt had pointed out that one difficulty would be that the J.D.O, 
which had already sent remittances to maintain the refugees on board, might be 

asked by the Turks to give an indefinite undertaking to maintain these people in 
Turkeyo He did not know whether the J.D.C. would be in a position to give such 
an undertak3.ng. 

It was agreed that representatives of the Emergency Committee should see 

the Turkish Ambassador on this matter, if possible with J.D.C, representatives, 
otherwise alone. 

. l 
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LETTER FROM COMMITTEE FOR A J3WISH ABMY 
, 

A letter from the Committee for a Jewisl;l. .U:,ID.y dat~d February. 9th, 
was read, .:S·a" ft6 eteit ieR wa.s t ak.e~ .. ~ uJ6.-s ~ec I J '1..d<' ~+<- v he, ch o...., • 

LET~ll FROl'<i l~ .• VAN FWSEN TO DB .. flISE 

The Coill.l-ni tt;.ee 1¥3.S info~100d. of the contents of a letter from Ur. Fierre 
an Paassen to th3 0ommi·tt6'.3 f m: a Jewish A;;~_,1y a.."111ounc1ng his resignation from 

that body. Copies of this letter had baen sent to Dr. Wise and to Miss Julliet 
'Benjamin. Mr.- ·-1a.n '.Paass';3n had subsequently_. in answer to a teleg:cam from Dr. 
w,.se, asked that no public:.it~r be given his letter as he proposed to make a 
statem'3nt. 

Judge L8v!.n~hal reported that a press reporter had telephoned Mr. van 
Pa.assen while he was in Chicago to inquire as to whether he had in fact re-
signed from the Committee. Mro Brainin had spoken to the reporter and informed 
him that Mro van Paassen had not resigned but tha~ if he did do so it would be 
only because of lack of time . 

nr. GoJdmann referred to a conversation he had had with Mr. $trelsin of 

-

the Committee for a Jewish .lrmy. The~ei was now a possibility of getting such 
people as Strelsin and van Paassen to coope~at~ with us, but in that case arrange--, 
ments ·must be made to enable them to partic~pate actively in the work on behalf 
of the Jewish army, It was agreed that if D~o Goldman.n's surmise proved correct 
it would be desirable to establish a sub-committee to take charget under the 
gaueral direction of the Emergency Committee, of the Jewish army campaign. 

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE RE U. S ,A, NEAR-J!lA.flt.FJUJ MI eSICNS 

The chairman said that he thought it might be of value to have in Wash­
ington a representative whose business it should be,not tolobby in political 
matters on our behaJ.f,but to inform the Committee of matters that were going on 
which might be of interest to it. Be thought that this might be of sufficient 
importance to justify the appointment of a full time representative. It was 
agreed to take the matter under advisement for fuller discussion on another 
occasion. 

-..l£.ING-CRANJ!1 COMMISSION DISCUSSION 

Judge LevinthaJ. said that Miss Pearl Franklin had taken part in a dis­
cussion ~tthe Univeriity of Chicago on the King-Crane Commission, in which sev­
eral members of th4t Commission had also participated. Miss Franklin had been 
alone in supporting the Zionist point of view. In the course of the discussion 
it had been repeatedly stated by some of the speakers that they were in touch 
with the State Department and that use was being made of data which had been 
collected by that Commission. Miss Franklin would be sending him a full report 
of which he would inform the Committee. 

The Chairman remarked that he himself had appeared before the Commission 
in Palestine and that a more unjudicial body it would be difficult to imagine. 



LETTER TO AM'E'8.T.Ck.N JEWISH COMMITTEE 

It was decided, in Yiew of a report from Mrso Fool, that the letter to 

the American Jewish Committee which it had. been agreed to send in reply to 
l'rof. Morris Cohen 1 s letter to the Times, be not sent. 

BEruLD TRIBUNE RE?ORT 

Reference we.s made to a report which had appeared in the Herald Tribune 

January 31st, f .1. .. om which it appeared that D;:· . Weizmann had favored the creation 

of a Jewish unit in the J.merlcan armyo Mr., ]en-Gurion said that this was of 

course false. Mrs :) Pool urg9d that a letter be sent to the American Jewish 
Committee informing them th;:rc that was so., If the Committee knew that the 

Zionists thel'!tzelve a ware opposed to the idea of a Jewish unit in the .American 
army W9 might ·be ab~.e to calm much of their fears. 

I-t was agreed finally that Mrso Pool be authorized to inform the 
.American Jewish Committee of the fact that when the matter was raised in the 

Emergency Committee the whole Committee was unanimous in its opposition to such 
a proposal~ 

MR. VAN l'AA.$9.filP S LETTER IN THE "RECONSTRUCTIONIS1 11 

It was agreed thl;lt the question of a su.::; -table reply be left to the 
officers. 

COMMUNICATION FROM DR. WISE 

• 

A communication was read from Dr. Wise informing the Committee that to • 
his regret hs would probably not be able to attend aIJ.y meetings for a period 

of two or three weeks, due to his absence from New York on doctor's orderso 

NEXT Mb!IDTINGS 

It was decided to hold a meeting of the full committee Thursday night, 

February 19tht at 8030; the date of the Office Committee meeting to depend on 
interviews to be arranged in Washington. 

J . .B.THUR LOURLE 
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IWTUDS or OfflOE OOtiJ!ITT""il tm1T:~:1 Ol!, THE +Mlil'1AN EMIRCI&NCY 
' Coi.dilT~FSll zfoiifs\iJYr-in.r-

Thursdq, hbruary 19, 1942 

A meeting ot the Office Committee of the ..uner1ean JJmergeney Committee fo~ 
Zionist Affairs was held on Thursday, February 19th at 1115 p9m. at 41 Fast 
42nd Street, New York. 

l>BEa.a Dr. Goldstein (presiding) i Me«3da!Des Ha1.~rin, Jacobs, Sr.hoo1.~':l:.'.' , 
Mr. iertheim. 

mI.aWION TO IMBASSY D "Il.\Rll211' BUUOEES: 

AS reported at the laet meeting, Lord Halifax had been e.s}ced. to r.-e~ r ~·-r. 
a delegation from the J'mergencj Commi tt3e wtth raf~r-::,nca to the rtif,1t;G"'1:> ~-tL·:,-:;:.~ ,-;~ .. 
from the s.a. 1Iar1en.1 Mr. Malcolm had informed Mr~ Ne~"'1-AJl..~ when h~ was in 
Washington on Wedneadq that all that the .Ambassador could do, would be to trans­
mit to London auch tacts as might be submitted to him, as he himself had no in­
formation on the subject. It waa neTertheleas felt desirable that the delegation 
should call on Lord Balifa.x and an appointment had been arranged .- for Tues~ 
morning, rebruaey 24th at 11 .l.M. 

It was agreed that the delegation consist o! Judge Levinthal and a1
• 

Goldstein. lt Dr. Goldstein waa unable to pal"tici?'te~ Mr. WeWDall~ should te.k" 
his place. 

Kr. Wertheim reported that he m. d been in toul'h with. Mr. W1ll iar.t Gr-,~n of 
the Mterican 1ederat1on ot Labor\) The lat\ier !"..ad been much moved by the :i.-,1p ,)r '.; 

on the atate ot the retu.gees and was planning to CODWll'licat9 with Ml·. Bev!.th 

It wa1 agreed that Mr. Pickett be inTited to write to the Ambassador with -
retereace to the refuce••• It was also &&reed that Jamee MacDo::iald be aalced to 
~oin tbe delegation, and that Mr. ,.,,mann ahould inquire trom Senatol' Wacner 
aD4 Suator Pepper a1 to whetbar the7 would tlncl lt po11ible to lnteneu with 
the lllbaaa7. 

IPDI L1IT'J!D DOM Kil. MOH'l'Oll TO AMBISS&.DOBI 

_ It wae reported t~t conaiderable off9nse had been taken by the h1'aacy 
to Mr. Montor• a 'Open Letter" to X,ord Halifax, published in the Jewiah ~ross 
Service. !'he opinion wae expreaaed that an intolerable poaitionse created when 
~ 1%.ecutiTI Director of an important Zionist body felt himself at libeny to 
publish letters of this kind without any- consultation with the responsible poli-­
tical leaders. It was impossible to separate euch an official fJ"Om the offi~e 
which he held. 

It waa a&l"eed that the matter be disc-~esed 1n the light of thie criticism 
with Mr. lk>ntor per1onally b;y Dr. Goldme.nnc- ~·he Chairfflan 1u.~3te~. fl'irther th'.1.t, 
when a new chairman waa elected. to the Off1.ce Oo!:lllli~tec, it !rculd 1>e de !lirable 
for him to call together the various Zionist ad.'llin:h1trative officials for a dio. 
cuss ion of II Eioni et morale It r. 
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S • S • n STRUMA." ID'.JFlJC'iE."91.'J: ----------· -~" 

Mr. Neumann reported on a conversation he had had with the Turkish .Ainbas s:, 
dor with reference to the "Stru.ma 11 refugees- '7.'he .n.mbassad.or h8.d. suggested t:1-=-..t 
this was a matter in which the Bed Cross am the Jed Crepcent should 1.nte:r'3st 
themsel v-es. ~·hese bodies had :i.nter!la.tional status and backj ng anc. there vvc:.s ccr.• : 
possib;.11 ty in the &mbassador' s view that their lnterventicrn. mj ght b11 effec,·iYB •1 

It was agreed that tb.e Joint Dif;t1 .. toution Com:n~.tt06 be j_nform.'3c.. of this conv9 r~:1, • 
ti,,n. 

Mr. Neumann had also had a talk on Zionism with the .Ambassador; he had 
found the latter. far from well-informed on th9 ds:?elopoont of the Jewish Natior.~: . 
Home and in general negative in his approach~ 

Mr. Ueuman.n reported on various action which had bee!l te.ke!'. as follcrrn :~ 

1. Reply by Dr. Wiae to the "Times~ editorial 
2e The Carnegie Hall mseting 
3:, Publication of telegrams of support in response to Sena.tor :7ag:'.'l'?r~ fl 

telegram 
4a Mr. Shertok's statement in the MTimes",publication of which was due 

to action taken by off:i.cers of the Commi ttef3 
5, jilditorials and. articles in the :pap,:rs of ~r. F~ank G-a.nnatt,1 as a 

result of the initiative of Babbi Philip Bernstei.n ,. 
6-:, There had also been a good many referen.ces to the Jewish .n.rmy matter 

by radio commentators including H~ssrs ,, B'e!"iheyg ~-~eele 3 :B·:rnJr~ 
Carter, Wyt,he Willia.ms,. Albert Ns.rnE:r ,ind the ~;;•a-:is--Da.o.-\.o N0,:-::~ ; 

7. A. full kit of information t1ateri.al ha.:l ·b9en pre:pa~0:l 1Jy the l-1.::.'oJ.ic 
Relations Department and distributed to the orga..--ii.s:attonso 

Mr, Neumann suggested that it might be worth Ythile to try to arra.:i f("' a 
nation-wide hook-up on the Jewish .A:rmy su.b,jec ·t (\ The t.irc.e for r.-11..ch a p.l' 1g·rc1.m 
pro·bably could be obtained gratis thcrug.h. expendi tu.re lllig,.~t ~.a-ve to ·b0 i ;;.cu-:--rsr! 
for speakers. These should, if possible be recognized m:i.litary ex1Je:,:ts1.1 

It was agreed that a sum not exceeding $500,,00 be authorized for the pur•• 
pose of this broadcast~ 

COl'$ITT:qE FOB A. JEWISH ~i!_~ 

Dr. Goldmann said that in consequence of a meeting he had had,,~ nig~t 
before with members of the Society for the Advancement of tTudaism, 1 t was hts 
impression that not enough hed been done to mnl{e cl'3ar to the pu.blic t.l:Ult t:.l~ 
Zionist organizations were nc·~ ·'.·. connected with the Committee for a Jewish . . ~.rmy,, 
The letters sent out by Hadassah and the Zionist Organization of America to their 
key people were not sufficient from this point of viewo 

It was agreed that a statement be p~epar.ed for pu.blica~ion, on behalf of 
the D:nergency Committee, in the New Palestine and otb.er Zionist p,.1bl!.cations, 
and possibly the genersl Jewish press, to the effect that in answer to inquiries 
that had been receivGd it was desired to make clear that the Zionist bodies were 
making no appeal tor funds in coMection wlth their campaign on behalf of a 
Jewish military force. 
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Elll'.RGEtroY COWITTEE RFJ~SES& 

wr. HeumaM drew attention to the fact that the official Zionist publi­
cations were not always ready to respond to requests for the publication of 
important Emergenc7 Committee re:eaaee; thus - the editor of the Neu Palebt:1·:~ 
had not been able to promis(I! h~.m that the 11 CaJ.l to Zionists" would ap-,,:-,a~ j-:1 t -.-$ 
current number. 1be Yiddish pres£ wes being very coopora~ivo as far ~3 ~hs 
Emergency Committee was concerned\, It had fi",,.en excel:.E,nt p:ibl~.ci'vY ·;;o tht. 
"Call to Zionists." 

L&ll. VAN PliSSilN ~ THID JEWimI AB.kY oowtTm, . . .. ._._,.__ 

Correspondence between Dr. Wise and ~ -- Van Puasse.'l on the Jew~.sh J...,.-:r-:•· 
Coaamittee was reported to the Committee. Mro Van Paaosen had sent a letter t) 
the Jewish Army Cbmmittee informing them of his resignation which was stated 
to be final and irrevocable. It was now learned that Mr. Van Paa.seen had with­
drawn his resignation. It was agreed that the secratary communicate with 
Mr. Van Paaseen with reference to the latter's allegation that +,he off~cial 
Zionist bodies had inf.o~d Lord Halifax of their opposition to the raising of 
a Jewish Army. 

Mrs. Halprin reported on a conversation that ~r~ Ben-Gurion and herse~f 
had had with Mr. Strelsin. 

OOlllDJSPONDIICE WITH I.a. GBOS§~ll: 

Correspondence with Mr. Grossman regardin& his membership on the Committee 
for a Jewish Army was reported. 

It was agreed that the matter be rer,orted to the fi,.11 co'!lmi t te~ w,. th a 
Tiew to its being referred back to the Office Cornnittee for fur~he~ a~ti~no 

LmTD i'BO?. MBS. Peat TO AMERIO~ JErlISH 00~1'~a 

A revised draft of a letter from Mrs. Pool to I.Ir., Ma:u."t"ice rTertheim of the 
American Jewish Commit tee w~ th reference to the repor··t in the Herald Tribun~ re­
garding a Jewish unit in the .American army, was read and approved~ 

P.A.YMSNT OF AUDI'l'OBI 

It was agreed that Mr. Zvi Levavy be appointed auditor to the Committee at 
a fee of $100.00 for the 1941 audit, and of $40. per quarterly audit for 19420 

A. Lourie 
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February 26, 1942 

A regular meeting of the Office Committee of the Americar1 ~ ~ 
mittee for Zionist Affairs was held on ThursdaY, .Eebru&r7 26, 1942 at-41 ~ ~ 
~treat, 

PRESENT: Judge Levinthal (pre.siding) Mrs~ Epstein, Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. Shulman~ 
Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Wer~heiiu, Mr., Szold (late), 

Mr. :Ben-Gurion 

Mr. Lourie, Mr. NeumanD 

REPORT CF INTERVIEW iiITH ·LORD HALIFAX 

Judge Levinthal reported on the interview with Lord Halifax in connection 
with the release of the prisoners of the ttnarien" from internm~nt camps at Athlit. 
The Emergency Committee had been represented by Judge Levinthal, rr. Goldstein and 
Mr. Neumann. They had presented a memorandum setting forth the facts in the case. 
(memorandum attached)., 

The Ambassador seemed to be impressed with the facts as presented and pro­
mised to make a faithful report to his government. He said that he did not fix 
policy, but . that he would communicate with London at once. It had been pointed 
out that the labor shortage in Pal~stine should be considered in addition to the 
humanitarian reasons for releasing the l)a.rien prisoners, Also that 135 prisoners 
from the Patria had enlisted with the British .Axmy as soon as they were released, 
and that the first casualty at Tobruk was one of these prisoners~ In the course 
of the conversation, it was indicated by the Zionist representat_ives ·that pending 
a reply from London nothing would be done to give publicity to the matter. 

,S,S. "STRUMA.11 
/ 

!ale question of protest action iDr regard to the s. s. nstrums. 11 which sank off 
the coast of Istanbul with 750 refugees from pogrom in Im.mania., bound for Palestine, 
was discussed from· the following .angles: would publicity in this ease be regarded 
as a breach of faith by the .British Embassy, inasmuch as in the course of the inter­
view on the tlDarien" the delegation had committed itself to withholding publicity 
critical _of the behaviour of the Palestine admi;nistration in -regard to the reft1r­
gees. On the other hand American Jewrr could hardly be expected to maintain silence 
in the face of this shocking tragedy• . . Mr.• Nei,mann said that it had been indicated 
by the Embassy (in a conversation between .. Mr. Berlin and ~a-. Lourie) that the 
Embassy would regard an attack on the basis of the "Strums." as a "declaration of 
war" between them and ourselves and we mu.st be prepared to face this. 

Mr. l3en-Gurion emphasized that the Darien and the Strums. were identical 
cases, He teltttiitongly that any undertaking given the British Ambassador had to 
b~kept and said7nothing be done which might be construed as a breach of faith. 
However. he said• the matter eannot be passed over in silence. not because we are 
Jews·· or· Zionists but because we are human beings. America, he asserted, must be 
eonsidered equally guilty with Oreat Br1t,1n, as one of the most powerful of the 
United Nations, He referred to the forthright statement issued br the Jewish ~cy 
tn London and urged that .Americans appeal to their own government/in the naJl!S of 
common human;ty. He urged further that meseages be sent to the Prime Minister of 
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England and to the President of the United States expre11ln& the in41gnation an4 

horror of Americana that such incidents as the Struma. and the Darien could be 

allowed to happen in the middle of a ua~ being fought for the principles of 

democracy and freedom, 

This recommendation was accepted .• 

Mr. :Be~Gurion furt.her. rPcornmended that a letter be sent to Lord Halifax 

informing him that since tb.e ~.:i': er·::.eY: YT~- th h:i "1 , :'1AW~ "'~ t",.B s il\!<{~ ~ c~ t 1
18 E\,:-,.unP. 

had been received. Ref e:i:-ence: gL("'1.:.d 'be :1c1.dc,; t.J t~ ... '3 rJt.,:'.:.eL;:1t c, f tr.:J J .?w: .. J 1. .i.f;,..,·y,~ 

published in England. Loi·d Hal~f'l:~ !3houla. ~)~ ·:;c-1,.:. t :1?.~ ·1-,:1u f 0AJ.in53 of ~".ml3l i ~;. ... 1 

Jewry are so aroused, that it if:> imp31-r.~:i.":-e that h':' ~ommi:nica~c wtt.n His G')ve::;_..:n .... r.J 

immediately urging them ·to ordsr the re:ec..sa of the pl isone~-s e:f the !Ja:.:ien. 

Thi• recolllD8ndation was unanimaualy acc~pted, 

bi?". TTertheim reported that the Poale Zion was calling a meeting for Sunday 

and he urged that the Co!llllli t te'3 should call a mr9t :.ng lli1.r.er it~ own nus:,ices e 

JEWISH ~y COMMITTEE 

~ The following motion was une.nimouoly carried: t~t a etatement be issued 

to the press stating that the Eme:rgency Commj_ttee has no conmction with the 

"Jewish Army Committee 1i. Also, that it is o:p:poced to the colsctiou of ~unds for 

the army campaign. Moreover" the wo~k of the. :\J'ewieb. Jrmy Comm:~. t'&ce II do:)s :iot he~p, 

but on the contrary can be ·vAry ha,:-mful to the cause of th~ Jewish a:-my ~, 

Judge Levinthal was obliged to leave ea~ly an1 vacated the c~air. After a 

brief adjournment the meeting rcas~em'uled u.ud.er t:1e chai:"!llans~1; Ii of i:,ir· , ~z0l.:l -. 

REPP.ESEb'"TATIVE IN WAB.!:IINGTON 

!he Chairman reported on a recent visit to Uashington by Mrc: :Baroway of the 

PEC. The PEC we.re inter'3sted to assist l'ale~tlne Po·~~.sh i .. 1 o'Jta:ln.ing t':l.~ servi~&L 

of an expert on the p~oduction of maf5:i.1esh1m of v,hich thc:"e vreu'.'f3 1/'?.s·t q_uwt~.ti~s frJ 

the watero of the Deai Saa. In pressnt c ~.rc"..:.m~tauces it \'l an e~:tr(~me;.y c1if~ic·.1J.t 

to find such a man~ In ·the cou.i-:-sa of his in½:u;_:ias J.a~,. Earoway hac. t:ied,:; a muire.: 

of contacts of interest and ~.mportp.nce f:-om th~ Palestinb po.,,1·~ of vi€.w,l :i:n de­

scribing some of these lir., s~ol·l enphasi~ed the u:--ge::it !l.eei for a ma"l in Waeh~.r:gtrn 

who should keep in touch r,i th deve:::..opmen·~s which mtg:'lt concei=:..1 our work in Pales-. 

tine and in this connection both 1'.fre B2oid and !;;r. Uenmann recommended ~hat l,!ro .iJ.l. 

be approached. 

INTZRVIE;7 i7ITH SUi.uiF.R \7ELLES 

z.;r,, l~eumann reported that •he and Dr. Nahum Goldmann when in ~iashington the 

/ previous day bad seen liir.., iiellss aud in the course of their co:1ve:-satio:'l had. '3X-

preased the desire of Zioniste. to be of hel:o to the war effort in the N.)ar :?!ast o , 

t!l', ilelles hac. ·i;hereupon E1.r:...-c1.ngAd an appointiuent for l1r. Neum~m fer t.he uee&-e:uJ 

vd.th General Leer head of the I~te~.ligence B.a:ich of th9 tiar De:par·'.:mer.t. 

I 



-
.. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

MINUTES OF l,ifflINQ OF OfFICE CO} I11ITTEE 
AMERICAN fl/4EROENCY 001-IMITM FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Tu0cdny, March~, 1942. 

1166 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Comr ittee for 
Zionist Affairs was held on March 3, 1942 at 2138 p.n. at 41 E. 42nd Street. 

PRE3 -:;HTs 
Dr. Silver (presiding), Messrs. Bublick, Goldstein, \1erthe:im; Mesdames 
Halprin and Pool. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann. 

In accordance with the action of the previous meeting a cable to Prime 
Minister Churchill of England had been drafted and was submit~ed for the approval 
of the Committee. The cable was accepted in substance and authorization was 
r-iven for sending it, subject to further editing. A similar cable is to be sent 
to the President or the United States. 

It was further decided that as Dr. Silver is leaving for London, it would 
be well to have his name in addition to that of Dr. \•ise signed to the cable. 
It was a~reed that Dr. Silver's IlBille as Chairman of the meeting be included. 

Mrs. Halprin requested the opinion of the Committee on the oronosel of 
Hadassah to send a separate cable concerning the children on the Struma who were 
entitled to Youth Aliyah certificates. The Committee authorized Hadassah to send 
a separate cable on behalf of its National Youth ~liyah Committee, at its 
discretion. 

Uith rer,ard to further action, there was a discussion on the desirability of& 

1. Holding a large mass meeting, or alternatively a memorial service. 
2. Arranging for a formal delegation to call on the Acting Secretary of 

State to nresent a memorandwn requesting that the United States Government 
intervene with Breat Britain with a view to obtaining a change in policy 
on the part of the Palestine administration to avoid any repetition of the 
Strwna disaster. 

The latter pronosal was unanimously accepted. 

As regards a meeting, it was resolved that there be no mass meeting in 
Ne"·' .X.ork, but that an impressive religious service be held - if possible in 
Temple Einanu-El, and if that could not be secured, in Temple B1nai Jeshurun. In 
New York the question of a mass meeting should be considered again only after the 
memorial meeting had taken place. In addition, the leading communities throughout 
the country are to be informed of the memorial meeting, and requested to hold 
similar meetings. Reference may be made in the material to be sent out, to the 
possibility of arranging public meetings if the local communities should so pre£er, 
but without making aey recommendation in that connection. 

Mr. Neumann was authorized to proceed with the arrangements and program for 
the memorial meeting. • 
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DR. 3IL V :r.R' s TRIP TQ LO DOrJ 

It was reported that Dr. Silver is leaving for London on Friday to open the 
Keren Hayesod campaign there and to represent the Zionist cause in discussion 
with English nolitical leaders. Dr. 3ilver said that he would be glad to have 
any instructions or suggestions. Mrs. Pool suggested 1 

l. That Rabbi Silver make every effort to counteract reports made in 
London by Rabbi Lazaron. 

2. That he ascertain what sort of studies are being made in London in 
regard to Zionist Peace Aims and that he bring back whatever material 
he could secure. 

INDEPENDEI{r JEtISH PR.WSS SERVICE ; 

Dr. Goldmann renorted that he had discussed with rur. Montor his open letter 
to Lord Halifax "'hich had appeared in the Independent Jewish Press Service. 
Mr. Montor had taken the position that he had a right to publish any articles he 
chose in his personal capacity. Moreover, he pointed out that the Emergency 
Committee had never taken any interest in the Independent Press Jervice. It was 
decided that nress releases issued by lvir. Mentor allegedly in his personal capa­
city were to be discussed by the UPa inasmuch as he was employed by them. 

The Palcor statement under a London date-~ine on Viscount Cranborne was 
discussed. There was good reason to believe that the statement issued here gave 
a wrong impression of the new Colonial Secretary. Moreover, the telegram had 
apparently been concocted locally and had not come from London. It was decided 
that Mr. Ben-Gurion be asked to write a letter to the Palcor Office requesting 
that items of a political nature be communicated to a responsible officer of 
the Emergency Committee before publication. 

DR. GOLDM;AHN'S REPORT 

Dr. Goldmann reported that he and Mr. l~ewnann had a~ ~t1cu1,tcn wt.th the 
Acting Secretary of State in which the following matters were discussed• 

a.) The visit to Lord Halifax on the release of the Darien internees. 

b.) The attitude of the United States Government to a Jewish Army.On 
this point hr. ~/elles said that the matter was to be judged on the basis of 
military rather than political considerations and should be considered with 
the United States Military authorities before any position is taken. 

c.) The capacity of Palestine to absorb the bulk of the post-war Jewish 
emigration from Europe. Mr. \;elles, with all his admiration for what had been 
achieved in Palestine, expressed his skepticism at the possibility of absorbing 
there perhaps 5,000,000 refugees. He was informed that the studies of the 
Institute of Jewish Affairs indicated that there would not be more than one and a 
half million Jews who ,-,ould go to Palestine from post-war Europe. The Under­
Secretary said that in any event the more Palestine could absorb the better. But 
he believed that the possibility of other countries should be investigated. ~ 

memorandum ol'l the findings of the Institute of Jewish ~ffairs is to be sent to him. 

d.) Pan-Arab Conference. The Under-Secretary said that if any negotiations 
"'ere being carried on in this direction this government would be informed and he 
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would ./ have communicated in that connection with the responsible Zionist 
authorities, However, at the moment, he did not know of any such negotiations 
but would inquire. 

e) Mr. \,elles was informed of the wish of the Zionists to be helpful in any 
way possible in the war-effort in the Near East, and as an instance, important 
intelligence ._.,ork which the Jewish J\gency had carried out for the British authori­
ties was mentioned. Mr. \;elles was much interested and said he ~uld arrange for 
Mr. Neumann to see the right people in the War Department. 

MR. NEUMANN'S REPORT 

Mr. Neumann reported on an interview he had with Mr. Bullitt. A separate note 
has been made on his conversation. 

At the instance of Mr. Sumner Welles, Mr. Neumann subsequently saw Colonel 
Cunningham of the Ohief of Staff'~ office of the Military Intelligence Service 
who had just returned from West .africa. He found him interested and sympathetic 
and discussed with him various possibilities for cooperation. 

Mr. Neumann Curther reported that he had met with Mr. Stone, one of the 
editors of the nNation" in Washington who had said he would try to have an editor­
ial on the "Strumii" in the "Nation" and possibly an article in the "Free world". 
He may, if he has time, also prepare one of the "Headline Books" for the Public 
Relations Department. 

Mr. Neumann also talked with Pierre Cot who is very sympathetic to the 
Zionist program. 

ARAB-Jr-01ISH RELATIONS 

Mrs. Pool referred to the fact that some time ago a special Committee on Arab­
Je\,,ish Relations had been appointed by the Emergency Committee but it had not been 
functioning. A Committee to study this problem had been set up by Hadassah under 
the chairmanship of Mrs. Jacobs. However, Hadassah believed that this was not a 
function of any one organization but should be undertaken by the Emergency Committee 
She reported that Dr. Wise, with 'trhom she had discussed the matter in Florida, 
agreed with her and she asked that the matter be brought up for discussion di the 
next meeting. 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE IN SYRIA 

Mrs. Halprin reported that the Bikur Cholim in Damascus had asked Hadassah for 
medical supplies. A recent reply from the British High Command in Syria had in­
formed Hadassah thattt.s generous offer to send medical supplies and ~rsonnel to 
Syria was very much appreciated, but it would be impossible for Jewish doctors 
from Palestine to secure entry visas to Syria at this time. 

fERSONAL STATEMENT BY MR. NEUMANN 

Mr, Neumann said he had informed Dr. ,ase some time ago that he would be unable 
to continue his work with the Emergency Committee under existing conditions. No 
action had been taken in regard to his request and he had now to inform the Committa: 
that he would like to be relieved of his duties within a month. The Chairman ex­
pressed the keen regret of those present that circumstances should have arisen such 
as to cause Mr. Neumann to reach the decision or which he had informed the Committee 
It was agreed that the sub-committee consisting of Mrs. Halprin, Dr. Goldstein and 
Dr. Goldmann should meet with Mr. Neu!Xlann as eoon as possible in order to arrive at 
some definite proposal for e~bmission to ~P, Neumann and to the Committeeo 



COUFIDEUTIAL ....... ___,,--.... ____ 
#57 

,.. 

l1f- ' (J ••.r" I •.L• -.L '~-- , ., ' • f"\ 11 .... 
.1. ·, -,;,:, 

A meeting of tho Office C0m.11~. ttco cf thu .Amor·:. ca:a :&n o:x·goncy Commi ttoe for 
Zionist Aff ai!"s "Jas hcle. ,/.:. i1'Jc:t1 ,Js~:.i-~y r :farr:h J.. •• . .-c. ~1 a·t: 4: 30 :~ '.)1.:r; 

~RESENTe Judge Lovi·:J°ijha:... (prou·:J:;:,1pJ 7hrJdmu v1 ~e:r1..~~?:-·:~.:n n::n1
. ~' ?DJ. ~ Ucssrs .. ]~1bJ.-!.clr. . 

Grcen1b~rg'ti Szold.r \/o:;:··Gh1..:~.m!' w'i ~c ., 

~RUMA!! DELEG.ATlQR 

Drt' Goldmann reported. un an i nformal mooting i;-rilich had. been heJ.d that morning 
Tii th the reprcsentati ves of ·ch0 .thi<Jr:lca;.i Jen-: s:a Jom.TJli t;too :md tho J .,':7ish La"b11:r: 
Committee to discuss a memo!·and~.lill -to ·bo submit tud to the s ·~.:r~e Dopartmen·~ on "behalf 
of the Fmergency Commi ti; ee ,· the .Ame:d.can ~:i-em. 8h c-,ng:e0ss ,, tho Ari1E..fcl.can J'evTish 
Commi tt oo, tho B' nai }3 ~ 1·:'i. -t:n a:.1d t.he J·e,;-6. sh I£.'' ' -->~' Co!Ilin:::; t; C (I -; requesting t 110 govern­
ment of the United Stat os to ~s0 its goo cl uff ::ccs ,., i t h iihe :Si~'l t:1 sh go·t.rer:nmont t.o 
tho end that Palestine be opened to Jeni.sh rofuf;ees r a11{l c1 r6petitlon of the 
"Strum~" disaster avoided; 

l;, There vras general agreem<-3.J.t o:n the ~0"..1. o r :Jf tho draft; me:inorand.um su·bmltted ­
:But the sugges-l:icn 'iTG.S macie tha-t a ]. f_,1;·0ar: ,1r.:.ie,h mig~rc 'be pu1fL :i.shec .. ~ be 
prephred, and a momor~1dum at.tachecl .. 

. . 
2o The proposal had 'been made that the- 18::.c6a.ti ::m to ?.L .. ., ilf/1.les ·be composed 

of one member of each organi:i :=rbio~1o D-. •. i s0 and D1·, G-olf,illam1! pn 'behalf 
of the :Emergency Gomm1ttee o:J,j6cted to -~_1:..s ~r ,·•o.necmont ~ anC:. i•;; r,as 
agreed that tno mcmberri of the ] h1e:'.'g 9:10y· Co:,::ii ii :., ,e. Mi"' c forthe:..m of t}_le 
.American Je"Jish Co.uun5.tt e r a d.csigne., ec.cr.. f r om ]fnai :a ·· ri·iihr the .American 
Jem.~h Congress and the Je'iTish Labor dornrui t ·~0e ,'."!ompose the delogatimle 

After Dro Goldmanni s report there ·i7as conside~able discussion on the follomng 
points; 

a, Representation of all parties ou the delegation~ 
bo The inclusion, as a matter of principle, of a 1:"oman in the delegation. 

The opinion vras exp:ressed tLat the compositio:n of each delegation must be 
considered on its merits •- it: is not al,;,a;y-s poss : l,le fo!" each iJarty to bo represent ~• 
sometimes, further, it is importtant 'bha'i~ a vroman be part of the delegation: some­
times it is not. In this particular case~ t he feei.i ::.1g nns tha-c avroman ~hould be 
part of the delegation• not representing Hadc1ssa.i1 as a pa1·ty1 but representing 
American Ronietvromen;i Ho'7ever~ the actual designa tion of the additional member 
of the Emergency Oommi ttee is to be left to Dr ~ Wiser Y1ho is to head the delegation .-

Mr. Rublick recorded the dissatisfaction of Mizrachi at not being included in 
the delegation. 

MASS MEETING RE nr,TRtn.~r. 

Mr. Neumann reported the program for the r..~..B meeting in Mecca Temple. The 
following are the sneduled sp9Ekers; Senator Johnson of Colorado: Professor Niebuh1 



., 
.., \-!rs. Lo'i7u.er-milk . Rabbi HcJ.l,:!:r.', M:r .. Ben .. ·Cb:r'i0:t nne. Ea'.:J'hi Brod of An.:G·,:crpo Dro ,7i.sc 

s to :preside. "Mr:, Heu...uann sa::-.. ii ·,~hat :io hnJ. 'boon ~skea. to incl·~c.e a r6presenta­
tive of Hadassah and the pnr--~:i cs i:1 t:ie prJg:r.:.>j!i.• 

Ya-. J3ublick record.od -~he p:t.·otest 1)f 1n.?ij:-ac:1i t :':ln:c RP:bu~. :Brod. had been sel8'...,_ 
t ed to repr':)sent o:i/oho c.ox J err: y rr:.: ·i:hont 11:r·o·: .. 1_ ::.i-c".s c :)::i.su.l ·~a:c: ':>·., ";'d:~h Miz:euchi,, It 
,;ras explained to 1,k:- ].:(':;..Lick i.il:lfL°G Ra:u0:.i. JJr02. ~1c:t l Je e:.:i. so'lectoct. : uot as a repre-
se,..._ tati·ve of C"'' .. vh,...d•J"'J" Je-11•, r . ,,,,J. a<• ...., "i'•A'("P'Ot:; r • 1,:, i"e'"' F .. 1·' ,. -~-' ···:-:1-L f ·,...om "l'.i'~,r,oT)e ·;..1,. .1. ..., ·...1 .r.. . cJ • ...., .1 .. l, c <..Ao ••. ..,_ -~•i..:> .., .... 1._ \..L .... , ....,, ~-~ V t..t.- 1. tJ c... .. ..:.J"""' ~- , 

Dr. Wise plen. d. ed tha-t t:10 £ms:goncy C~mmi t.t.00 00:.1 sido:: Ul'gent polittGijl prob,.· 
l ems a.'l.d not waste its time cons :i.3.er lng p e·'i/cy jJJEr0 ;:-. e:rs co:1ccr_1ed ~ . .,.:'L'Gh paj_ .. ty ri valr J. 

It was agreed that 'J./r,,, 1foumann be :i.nstru.cted to p~toceed •,i th the program af 
the meeting and ·~o include amoi.lg the speakers a Zionist \,oman re:p~csen·~~tive:, 

The sub-c~mm::. ·c·~ee fo:r (·. 01~tac•:_;t11g '.'.? · .. '~ -~e;·.72.e'.!.1 :Jr.1.0. bo0~1 no·~ t.p ani '."'D.8 

fu .. ~ctbning ., 
Ar-rang6ment s "'7!8'.J.."'e ·J0:tng iun.d e ·~o ha,--~.:; a :r11~:.riit)•.1r :):f ~J er~atc;.~:::; :p:ro';est 
the Strum~ ai sas ~ e~~· :c:.. .. :Jm t'h-s :r•.001 yf t '.no 8c:1[1.·1; 9 ., 

• J. aga:i..ns 1, 

c~ A cable had ·0een sent to the .Arcj,1b:l.8hop 0.f Clante::~111:ry astn:ng him:- as 
a Christian cJ. e:::-gy;.na.:-1 ; ·c,0 pro"G ei:r:~ aga·1 ·~1.st t:n8 St:""'"J:~.1a :~n :;::.de:n:I; ,, 

de A memorial m081j:.c .. g : .:.1 rr ~.nnp:Le }3::r.ai le·J't.1.. ....... '.:1 :.i:: ''.Je:'.. ~:g n:r·:::--a.:ngoi.t -:or 8u:.1doy., 
Mr,. Neurum.1.:.: ·vr.s c,t1t.h0r·:..:.::. ,Jll. ·0c p:::·n t;•.:: er_ v;:;..-ch -._,:ne ar .. :a:n.gEmen·~u., 

POLITICAL COMMITTKffi 

',rr ... Ben- ·Guri"'l.l S"'.-.-.<.i.~ -'·ha~·" ·no·,~ c-- , .. -,,- ,._e,.. 1 • ., .,. • "l.,,.e ..,.-,o" ~,"•~:, :., e 1·nui""\,"\"'':'. ~ ·,t 1 -~ c.. I.,_ .v~ ,• .lJ, C1, ,c.,;, U \.•' i •- ~": ..... c.!.-. hi v .!.. ',., vJ.J, _~v.~v----.. 

factor in th~ ""aI· a~-; I hp·:· "1:1'·. ,,n1~.- ·'· '··1e· "Pl"6 -=1 '''.'1 T . . '\i · ,:. J. .'. ) . ·'·'·• f -·, ·l n "f' ";.l - , .,,.,.;. •L~'C ,....,,s ~ " r .1.\A. ,, .. , _ _ l v ... tJ v . . , ii;,.,_ . ... _ ... \..-, t.. v ..1. ~""'""- v .J•-- , - .. ,.t..,~ 'J . .. .... "'"" 

inv2lved in the p~l:'it~.ca.L cv.::·~to:1 ·vc:u:e~:.:. 7t,Jw,. He cd.d r1,J't ·be :.ieYe -~hat t :10 p:::-es13nr., 
Set-up of the po-J.1° t1· ·· a-J. , ... , .. ,,. l'\f' ·'G 'i..e "41.11n·,-,.c·c"""Y v•"lo,-,.,:·1:, t·t e . -rr~ ., -:n·•,. ~ s··al"'".~ .,. \ ,"'\<l'"'.'L,. "-' .,'..J ... -'\.. v. ~l . .:.i J .... 0 .;._•""--· .;.JuJ •. v c; , c.-....o t>u. , __ ...i.. .., ... - J _, .n~c...J. 

from this there wa:·e eer-tai:1. i:.1stnnces Tihere political acti0n had. bec:n -r.,;J~en "-i1here 
consultation vd.th llim~eJ.f mig~at ha--,e been d0si:::-&ble but {vhere he haa. n •} t e-ven been 
informed as to vrha~ was pe111.1~.ng U:i1-C il a.it c:,:-'TTa,:-0.s" HG ~.:10. crJ o>er·a·t;ed ,.-,:.-~h the 
Emergency Committee~ and he :r·eq_uestecl thnt i'i; also ~ooperate ,;1ithnim;, as a member 
of the Executive. Ile recommended. tha-~ a small b·Jdy ·t,e set 1.1.J? for po~i-cical wqrk:., 
representative of l•.,.,,e-.: , ·•r-1·,,, z1· o"" .. : C'""r a~• a c.:.;·1·J_., 0 , ,..J.· ·i-: . -.. 1· -'1,·"'"",,~- rr.>o• :1.,,.d to ..... a-+: e"' ~ - • ..,_"-,o..,. • ..i. .... _.! J :';) .;,- .... 5 ... v \.. ..... .J. : " J. •• • •• .1 ..... v ..... 51...- .J:' J. '-'- ._.., t 

trhich together tti th the meL1'J er~ of the Zio:1:,.s ·c E:::<:ecu.·~5.veu mee·G n:td \70rk daily .... 
He suggested that Dr., ·wa se as chsirman o:f tho R:;10::'~eicJ thillr1.~. ~~Joe .. and. he ., E'.s 
chairman of the Ex.ac,1~·!v~ ·tJe e~:-:,>.ir:1ere =~ ·G0 a11f~:·.: .... 0 ;, s·t,;:D .. v.:i- .m1:L·., .. 2 ~ ·::. J "'i:t::lng i.n 
recommendations f,n· the or6c.~:-.zc,·t,'... on ;y;_· ,;uci.t a :i; .. ):-. :t i;~.<~:,J GJir.:n:·.t't ,J0 .. 'E1~ prE:;-:ient 
lack of coordi.nation w:i..-~:'1::..:1 ~:1'3 jfan<-f!"g-:::-1.cy CJ:1r:1: .V;0C- c.:!.C:. ·ti~r ... ,ee. '.:--h1 L1t:3~:go::..1c.;~r 

Committee a'l.d the Exec-u.tive ,,1ag L);.t ::.0"J.s t~ 2'::o:~i :y:; :~1'). ·ct., :..·0 ~.r.;s. 

Mrs-1 Halprin recnlled the decision to set l!p a poj_it~ca~ i:r~eBi"~.ng committee, 
to \'T0rk with Mro Ben-·G~".ri,:n bu·c said. ".;hat tht~ wo·,Jld no·i; ·o~ adBa·...-'"a-te for the TIOrk 
that had to be do!le~ She suppo.:.-:-t ed M~ ... J'\e:r-1-Gi1ri.011·, s s--..:i.ggest:i on -for an active 
political committee n 

It was unanimou.!l~Y ag.;:-eed that the Chairman of the Emergency Committee and 
the Chairman of the J!bcecuti ve be authorlzed to appoint a sub--c0m.11i ttee and bring 
back recommendations for the setting 1."-:P of a poli~ .. ~~-~ - colll,1. +;tee to cJ.rect all 
political uork. 

-
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CHAIRMAN OF THE OFFICE C01vfaiITTEE 

Tho suggestion wns mndo t~1nt the cl action of n Chni~(·:nn)1 of t'he Office 
Committee ruid tho personnel of the pol:t :l.cnl commi-ttoo 'bo left until tho arrival 
of Dr" i"loizrnonnc- RoTTevoi- '" t,hc c 0r.:.s m1sus of o:_:.> ·b::lon ':1as thr'.:t to bring Dr" 11oi zmann 
into n discussion of porsonnoJ. ·7oi11d 'be a g·:.:e:1Y0 dissor,d.co to him nnd thn.t it 
would be ,;-roll to hn-.rc th~ .. s m1Y~tot· sottlod. so -~hn.~ 3.10 cou~d q 0rk ·:Tith a fully 

orgr.mized committee 1;7hcn he Crl:tllO ., 

Judg0 Levinthal 'l;Tns u.nn..--iimou.sJ.y elected as chairmen of the Off ico C9rnmitt eo 

Tho question of olocting someone to servo in ':lis absence ·;;[1.s tabled.'!) 

DR. tTEIZMANlH 8 VISIT 

It was ~greed thn.t nt tho ond of Ap~il a thrco dny conference of a~l 
.Amcricnn Zionists ·be co.1100. to c.:i. scuss purely :po:i.:~ t ical me;ii t.o:-s ,,,:. th D:t-» 17eizmann " 

In com1oction with . th::s co!~fe!C'!lCO ~ there is t.o ·ue a (.'..i:n.r1or~ ns proposed. by the 
ZOA Administrative moe·d.ng, Zionists from Cnnndn 1 Hcxico ~nd South .tuncTicn arc 
~lso to be invited .. 

The Chn.irmrm rras empowered. to nppo : nt f'. camm:.-c·Gco to bring in specific recom­
mendations for arrF.'ngcmc!lts nnd lJlans fo:r tho c-:r:.1f oronco rn.1d dinnerc 

It vrns ngrecd 'tihnt the ::.iox-t meeting of tho Office Committee be held on 
Friday, Mnrch 13 nt 1~30.: 
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CONFIDENTIAL # 58 

MIMGT~S OF 11.cyrriNG OF Ofi'ICE CQMMI~-

A r:1eeting cf the 0:CLtce Oommi·ctee of -t:1e Emer-r,ency Committee for Zionist 
Affairs was held on Friday, :~a:tch 13, 1942 e.t 2i00 p ,m. 

PRESENr: Dr·. 1;:ise (pres:1.d:tng), !virs, Halp:::-ia :: i:Jirs r fool~ cfru Bn:1.:;l::•Jk, ·,)r. Goldstein 
Mr. Greenberg, Mr, Lipsky, !•l:Co Szold. 

Mr. Ben-Gu:r.:.on1 D:c ., Gol.:lr.lann; Mrc- Lour.:.e, Mr: N.:~u.mann 1 M-: ,. We:lseal-

MEETING AT MECCA TEj_~E 

There was generE1.l discussion on ·t,he meeting \•1hich had been heJ.d the night 
before in Mecca Temple in co·(meci.;::on ·\vith the s1.rik:L~1g of -~-r1€ St:. ... 1lfil.:10 

It was noted thc.t no n.~ws?apA:.." had pt1blished a news i0e□ en t.he meeting, 
and it was agreed t:.lat Mx· ... Ne~wa:;1n \' s c.epar·0me~rl:• shou~d .J.;;:y to asner·'-,ain the 
reason for the boyco·vtii:ng of the mee ti.~1g by ·!;hi:;; err~i:re me-t::.·c.•pc:;_ttan press 1 though 
reporters had attended the meet.ine;. M:1:8, H.a:lp:r-::.n :=,-Lated that the fac·i:; that the 
meeting -was only mod~ro:tely well at;-tenc.r1d desp:i. t£: very con[-;:.je:r. ab2.e a-iv·e:c-iilsing 
contradicted the s·ta-teme-:rt-s mads by val'.': .. oi1.& u1e·inoers of the c irrJmit'tE:e ·::ihal:, the 

"'' 7!Judische Gass n is clamor!.ng for mass mer::t:i:.ngs !; in ffi."!Y case t. r.,o Jllt,uy Sl'.(,h meetjngs 
had been held in thP. paf.lt mon'l'.hs for eff€~ri; :.v· .~:.e53 ,. ~fr-., Llps~.f a.ud M:!" . llertb.eim 
pointed to the successl:~tmeel"0lr1g ox·g&i1ir,ed ~JY .i.jl1e Poale Zio~o a f <:.w aays aftf:lr the 
disaster, as indicating/ <.fie delay in hold:i.ng "i;he Mec0a Temple meeting had dissipa­
ted to some extent the sponta71eous dest:::e of many people: foT an ::tmmed:.o.ta public 
reaction. 

Hr .. Neumann renorted. tha.7i ·editJr:.ale on the sinki:.1.e of t,ha ii8truma 1: had 
appeared :in the New Yor-k Times and i..."'l the ti}T.qti_on~ ( 

ZIONIST CO~fil 

Mr~ Weisgal :r:epo!"ted th0 rece:.pt, o.f t~1e fo11owing let t.r.:-r from J,:..dge 
~evinthal~ 

"Dear Meyer-., 
Subject to the approval of th~ Office Oommit-tee of the 

Emergency, I should l:r ke -',.;,J ask you to tal ·e cha,~gi:; of t}Je 
administrative work in co~:1aect.ion wi).;h -c~.1~ p°L"cipoEsed conventng 
of a ~:ihr.ee-day Conference of.' ZioniS'cc C;f J..meri~a to be held 
some time in April after the arriva~- of' Dr., C:Gaim Weizma:nno 

In connection with thi2 Co~.ference, it is p::-opote.d ~o 
have a fu·,1ction in honor of DJ: , \v·e:li.ma:.1n P:1der ::.:ne au.sp:.ces 
of the Zionist Organiz?,tion of America., It is desired t~1a-c 
the latter fu::ict::o;,-1 be?Btt1mi=iating event in ccn.ne~t.ion with 
the All-Zionist Gonferencey 

A-Policy Com'Jlittee will bP. appointed -that will cooperate 
with you in thG arraz1gemen·t o.f ·t:lis Confe::-encE-, 

Sj.ncerely yours, 
(Signed) 

Louis E~ Levinthal 
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.. The:-e w8 s some discu.ss:r.on as to the procedure adopted by Judge Levinthal .. 
It was pointed out that Judge Levint,hal lw.d written the letter just before he had 
left for a tour of the country on behalf' of the ZOA and had not had time to bring 
the matter personally before J~he meeting as he \a.'OUld otherwise have done .. 
Mr. Neumann took exception to the p1•ocedu:-i."e on the gro1.~nd that Mr. Weisgal had 
been delegated to arrange a conference which properly belonged under the Public 
Relations department without previous consuJ.tat:r.on wi ~h or approval of the 
Committeee He said that such methods could lP.ad oz-Uy to organizational confusion" 

It was emphasized t!'lat Jutlge L6v:tnthal had ;10-b ep p0t:-1i;ed Mi... 1'lelsgal to 
arrange the Conf'erence 9 but. had sugges·~ed it, HJubje.ct to the approva:i.n of tlie 
Office Committee. Mr. Weisgal sa:i.d, :f\1rther I t,hat he did not seek this job, but 
had been pressed for seve:~·al wee~s to undertake the arrangement fo~ a din?1er to 
be given to Dr. Weizmann and he had refused to undercake th:ts ttnless he at the 
same time had complete cha,:-ge of the arrangements for the conference 9 with which 
the function for Dr. 'Wai1..mam1 was to be associated" He said that if the 
Office Committee endorsed Judge Levinthal' e recom:nendation, he would be glad ·co 
serve provided it were understood that he be in compleJ0e charge of all arrange-, 
ments, and that any comm:5.ttee which ntl.gh't be appointed be considered a policy 
committee only, and not a working comm~_ttee o 

After considerable discussion~ the Office Committee au.thorj_zed 
Mr. Weis gal to take charge of a t~ee.:..day Z:tor.ist Gonference and dinner to 
Dr. Weizmann. It was further. agreed that a ccmm1.ttee con~is'liing of. oae repre­
sentative of each of the four orga:1 j_za.tions be appointed to lay down the policy 
of the Conference. 

There was further discussion on the question of the dinner to Dr. Weizmann, 
as to whether it should be held under the auspices of t:ie Zv.A. or unde~ the 
auspices of the Eme:irge~1cy Commit,tee "~1ich is to call the Conf'erenceo ]h•. Szold 
pointed out that the ZOA Exe-cutive committee had already decid.~d to give a dinner 
to Dr. Weizmann ~t which it was hoped to -raise a considerable amount of money, 
He belie·ved that no change should be made in these plans without consultatl:on 
with Judge Levinthal, 

Mr. Bublick~ Mrs. Pool and Mr~ Wertheim all expressed themselves as 
having no objection to the dinner being held in connection w!.th the needs on'the 
ZOA, provided tht Conference were called under the auspices of the Emergency 
Committee, as representing all ~tonist parties. 

The following decisions were madeL 

l. A three-day conference of Zj_onists of America :J.s to be held some t:i.nle 
at the end of Apri.l primarily to discuss pol~.tical problems with 
Dr. Weizmann. The conference shall be called "Conference of the Zionist 
Orgmizations of the United St.atesa. Members· from Canada, Mt3xico, etc. 
are to be invited. 

2. It shall be celln under the auspices of the American Emergency 
Committee for Zionist Affairs. 

3. In connection ·with the Conference a banquet to Dr. Weizmann shall be 
arranged under the auspices of the 7./JA. 

4. Mr~ Weisgal was authorized to secure D~. Weizmann's consent to these 
suggestions by cable. 
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HR• NpANN 

It was recalled that some time ago the p:i:1ae8j_d,.um of the Office Committee 
had been requested )GO discuss the matter of adj~J.s·i:i:1!;:g Mr ~ lfau.mann'1s salary. In 
view of the fact J-.;hat this committoe had neglec·ccd ·~o bring in a :.:.'"acommendation, 
the cotnmittee recently appo:t.n·:jed to consider the st2.tus o: M!'. Ne"J.I!lann, ~~i.ow 
recommended that he be given $11000 which soo:l be dee.i.-ned to cos;rer the adjustment 
for the last 12 months. This :r-e~ozmnende:ti.on wa,._. acceptede- It was m1derstood 
that thia adjustment doos no-ti affect any futv.:re ar:C'angeme:ats for Mr. Neuman.a' s 
salaryo 

ARAB-JEWISH RELA~IONS COMMITT~ 

Mrs. Pool proposed that the Arab-Jewish Relations Committee of Hadassah 
should properly be a oommi·~tee of the Emerge:icy Committee, whi.ch should take over· 
responstbilitf fo~ it. 

Dr. Goldmann said that he would be in favor of such a commj;ttee of tne 
Emergency Committee, but wa~ted the pe~sonnel and the terms of ~eference defined. 

Mrs. Pool said that the committee, under the chairmanship of M~s~ Jacobs, 
included in its membership Professor Salo Ba:."oll and P:rof Q Oscar Janowsh-y; 
Dr. I.B~ Berkson, Dr. Halkin, Dr .. Schloess;,nger; Mrs. Pool, Mrs,, D .. Greer..be:-c-g, 
Mrs. Halprin. and Mrs. Ro~ensohn. Thus far the terms of :::-~fere:we had been: 

1. The colleotio,'l of all available mo:'..ierial on the subject in . .\merica 
and Pal.estj.no 1 and 

2. the analysis of the various relevant doct1.me1'lts. 

Miss ·Lotta ·Levensohn had been engaged in Palestine to secu:t1 e material mid 
Mr. Moshe Perlman had beel1 Gngaged to do r.ese • c!1 work L-i New York., The budget, 
allotted was $4,000 .annually, bv.t this was no·~ sufficient to coYe~-- the needs of 
the committee, 

It was un81dJnouslf agreed that a committee conei8ting of Mr. Ben-Gu:i~, 
Mrso Rtlp!'i;. and J;7.· .. Ck,l•.iruci.rm discucs "vh€ te:rma of :r.c!'e::cm,,~ ·wlt,h !-(rs., ,Tar.mbs 9 
the chairmen of the Arab-Jewish Relations Oomoit•tee of Hadas6al1., 

It ~es t'urthe~ unde~stood that if this committee should come under the 
aegis of the Emergency · Oom.mittee, nothihg that has been done ller.etQ{ia,re by the 
~ommittee shall be .considered blndi:ng upon the Emergency Oomrnitta~/~o far as the 
Emergency Qommittee is cc,ncerned;i the sub-commit~!ee C'n A.rab-Jew-lsh Relations 
would in e£fect begin de riovo, In addi'i.d.01!~ it ~e.s ag:i.•eed tlle.t no public state­
ment or 8nf kind be issued by the Arah-Je~lsh Relations Oommittee w~thout the 
approval of the Emergency Oommitteeo 

Mrs. Pool was askad to request her Boa~d to oontinue the ij4$000 wbsidy 
allocated for the Arab-Jewish Relation.a domm!.ttee, in Jvhe event that it; be tclten 
over . by the Emergency Committe~. 

ECONOMIO ADVISER: .IN WASHINGTON 

Mr. Szold moved that authority be give~ to employ MTu Rehaviah Lewin­
Epstein for economic wo!'k ii'l \taehi.ngton a...,d New York for six months at a salary 
whioh shoul¢ be on the baeis ·of $100 per week, if ha ~ere in New York. This does 
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not preclude the possibility that Mrt, Lem.n-Epstein be used also for political 

work, but Mr. Levin-Epstei.i--i is to be retai:'led primaxily fo~ eco~omic work1 and 

securing infarmation from Washington t.o be 'Jsed by us-a 

Mr. NeUIDann said he had hoped that Mr. L$w:.n-Epsi,;~in might at/my rate 

for the time being serve as a genera1L representative of the Committ0e in 

Washington on all matters, since such a pe~so~ had not yet been engaeed~ 

Mr. Szold said that he ww--ited .tt thc,~:<01.i.ghly u.nde::1stood tha.t the appoi:.:it­

ment of Mr. Lewin-Epstein for economic work in Washington in no way superseded 

or conflicted with the necessity for having a man thereffor public relations 

and political work. 

The Committee authorized the employment of Mr. Lewin-E~ein on the 

basis outlined. 

The date of the next meeting was set for \:ednesday 7 March 18 at 4:50. 

Arthur Lourie. 



- ­. . . 
• 

Louis Eo Levinthal 
606 City Hall 
Philadelphia 

March 13, 1942 

His Excellency 
His Britannic.Majesty's Ambassador, Viscount Halifax, 
The British Embassy 
Washington, D.Ca 

Dear Lord Halifax: 

ln acknowledging receipt of your letter of March 4th, I wish ~o 
thank you for cabling to London concern.irig the release of the. "Darien" 
refugees. We are sincerely grateful to you also for your personal ex­
pression of sympathy for the victims of the "Struma11 disaster C) 

We are keenly nware of the importance of the point made in the 
concluding phrases of your letter. In the present struggle with the 
Nazis it is indeed of vital concern that no rift should be allowed to 
develop •. among the forces e.ligned ogainst them. I ca.'l assure you further 
that as Jews we are all deeply anxious to make a maximum contribution to 
the joint effort. That wns true no less of the men and women on the 
"Strtpnan who had hoped!t)t onJ.y to find in Palestine a refuge, but also 
the opportunity to play their part in the struggle a.g0inst their oppres­
sors. One hu..'ldred and fifty survivors of the ill-starred ifPatria11 are 
at this moment fighting as soldiers a.ge.i!lst the Uazis.. May I say l' 
h9wever, that insofar as your letter f~iled to indicate a"ly nppreciation 
of the reasons for the Jewish reaction, it was deeply painful to meJ 

Suppose that :Ehglish men, women a"ld children, fortunntely es­
caping from the Japa11ese atrocities at Hong Kong (n...11d I cPn assure you 
that the massacres in Bucharest, in Jassy ~ i!l the Bucovina a11d in 
Bessarabia were no whit less terrible) were after ~eeks of perilous 
travel to have arrived at last, at the end of t hei r resources~ in the 
Dutch East I!ld.ies, nnly0:bo:bo turned e.wa:y to certain death because they 
had !lot complied with the immigration forma· 11ties - would not the 
whole British world have cried out in horror and in a.11g0r? And for 
the "Struma 11 refugees. Pn.lestine was not just Javar it wns the o!lela.11d 
to which, i!l their innocence, ttey hoped they could go as of right. 

That is why me!l like Dr. W~izma11n ~ like the heads of the Zionist 
Executive in Jerusalem, like the leaders of the moVEment here, who h~ve 
time a11d again shoW!l their admiration for a.11d 0 indeed devotion to Britain, 
reacted with such bitterness to the action of the Palestine Adr.Iinistration 
a"ld of the Coloninl Office in refusi!lg entry to the rrstrumarr refugees. 

Obviously, the primary respo!lsibility for the fate of the refugees 
lies with the Uazis. In the resolutio!l of the Ad.mi!listrative Cou...'1cil of 
the Zio!list Orga.'1ization of America, at its meeti!lg in Philadelphia on 
March 8th, a copy of which I enclose~ that poi!lt is emphasized. The 
fact remains, however: that but for the attitude of the Pales-tine Ad.~i!lis­
tration these people might still be nlive; a..'ld if i!ldig!latio!l agai!lst 
the British authorities is high, it is because Britain -.which is dedicated 
i!l the fight for a better world to the wiping out of Nazi tyra.l'l..~ - ca.l'l..'1ot 
be measured by the srune stond.ards as that tyra.'1!1Y itself. 

We America."l Zionists certainly re~lize that co!lfidence i!l the 
British Government is essential to the ~orale of the }..merica."l people i!l 
the war in which we are engaged as allies. But ~e CR-"l!lot ignore the fact 
that the task of mai!ltai!li!lg that confidenc~ a.'1d of i!lspiring faith in the 
oldest denocratic cou...11try in Europe must be fou.11d0d i!l the first place on 
the actio!l of the British Governme!lt itself. 

With renewed assura."lce of my personal esteem, I am, 

Faithfully yours, 

(Signed) Louis E. Levinthal 
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A mesti:ig of the Off:i.ce Cnmm:'.tt9e of •:~.he AJ1le1.":.can Emergency Committee fy 
Zionj_st Affail'"s \'.'as held en ,1-s&iesda}" af·'.jer:100~.1.1 Ma1ch 18 a-;-- 4~50 et '11 E. -12nr1 S' 

PijESEJIT: Dr~ \/ise (presiding), MesE'rs~ B·1.'.b1:1.ck: G~ee·1be~g, uJ:clstei:""l, i""ip~ky J 

Wert,he:r.m; M~~c.ami s Ha1p~in ar1d Sh"i:'u:na:J.o 

Mesors:. B€n-Gurion, GoldJiann, Lourie, Neumann, Weisgal. 

Mr. Neumann reported that pursuant t.o the statement i11 oppcs:i.tion to a. 
Jewieh Army issu0 d by 57 ·ee:form :-a'bbis he had secured a ce>ncra:;:-y st-F..:t.P-mt3n-l; froTQ 
Rabbi James Heller, President of: t!le 06ntral Co~1fel"e~1co 0f: .'-uner:1.c3::1. Rabb~.s, he ha'"' 
also ci:t.•cular1.1.e,! ly 000 rabb.i.s, ~Ou of. w:1oiD had aL:·eady r6sp~ncl::d :t.n:ilcating -r,he:t • 
endorsement of t!1e J ew!eh Army,. I~ was agreed that a.'1.l"'lOUr•.ceme:r'.·, of ~!1e sunpo't"·I; 
of these rabbis be given publicity tro"ough paid ad·~ertis-\.11g s:~ac.e in ths N9-w York 
Times on Friday morning and in the llew York Her:u.d-'l1rl.bu:1e t,ne follow-.;.ng Mondai ,. 
The names of all rabbi '3 e;1dorsj:1g the Jewish Army are to e.ppPar in thf' advertise­
ment. The advertis0ments shoul:l. be of -che aame size e.s ·chose on the "Stru..ne." 
meeting. 

REFUQEE Atto·t1ANCES 

It "'as agreed that the '1300 or:i.gi.nally allocated for the transportatio~1 
of refugees and r.·et'uudP.d by Thomas Ciook & Son shouJ..6. be used as J:A rt of a fund fo~:­

monthly allowances to gene:t:"al Zlonist re.t'ugeds i."1 this cou.--itry. 

~}?ORT OF COMMI'.ITEE ON STATUS OF MR .. ~UM.~..NN 

Mrs. Halprin ~~ported the ron.owingt 

a) An adjus·GII1en.t :h Mr. Neumann's salary for the past year had been made ') ;· 
the Office Oom.mi·ijtee trt a previous meeti:.'lg and that matter was C.ilosed. 

b}Mro Ne"..ll1lann•s salary henceforth should be at the rate of $8 1 000 per yef 

c) As ~egards M~ft Neumann~s status in the ~ommittee 7 the question had 
arisen as to whether Ml"'. Neumann should be appointed d:i:i:-ector of the Committee~ 
Mrs~ Halprin drew the distinction between the co1rlircl of policy which would includf 
the planning or program and wrich should be in the hands of a political committee ~ 
and the Public Relations work wh1.ch was in fact the biegest job which the committei: 
had to face. For this latter woi•k Mr. Neumann was uniquely qualified and the 
recommendatioh oi' the committeewas that he should continue as director or Public 
Relations. Naturally there were points at which political action and public rela-­
tions overlapped and these questions would be adjusted in consultation. 

Mr. Neumann stated that as he understood it, the eub-oommittee had not 
reached any clear decis,on and was not in a position to make a definite recommend ~ 
tion. Thus, one suggeation had been that he should be Executive DirectorJ a see;'-"""'­
that he be jointly responsible with Dr. Goldmann for carrying out political actio .. '. 
decided on by the Committee. Dr. Goldstein elso stated that in hie view there he1."4 
been no clear decision on the part oi' the sub-committee. 
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Dr. Goldmann stated that at its meeting on March 11, the Office Oomm:,.tt -=-1;. 
had decided that the Chairman of the Office Committee and the Chairman of the 
Zionist Executive should dlogether make recomms:-idations to the Office Committee f,_ ·, 
the setting up of a political committee. L, the light of that action of the 
Office Committee the whole tjituatt on had to ?>~ ·v:hn,ed differently. Mrs. Hal.p1·~.-:-i 
agreed ~-,,d stated that she had pointed out at the la.st meeting of the sub-comm:i:c•­
tee on 1".r. Neuman:i i e st,atus that t!le se·bti-ng up of a special political co1nmit ◄:,e ~ 
put the matter on a different plane. Mr. Nenmann shonld be urged to contij_1ne in 
charge of Public Relations. Referring to Dr. Goldst~ln 1 s sta-'0ement, Mrs.. Halpr:!..;·; 
said that the sub-committee had in arry case been against the appointment of 
Mr. Neumann as Execut1.ve Director. 

Rr. Neumann said that there were three separate questions involved: 
a) Public Relations 
b) Political work 
c) General Executive Direction of the work of the Oommittee. 

Mr. Neumann said that when he had first come to the Emergency CommitteP, 
he had tl'iought that Dr. Goldmann would be the Execu-::;ive in charge of the office t 
In fact, however, there was 110 Executive Director respons:'l..ble for carrying out t h­
instructions and action of the Office CoJLmittee. The result was that the work of 
the Committee was not organized rationally and that there were a series of i~ri-• 
tations, deficiencies and delays. ~e said that even if he were to agree that hiu 
work should be crmfined solely to Public Relations, the situation existing be­
cause of a la.ck of an Executive Director ~uld sttll have to be remedied. More­
over, he did not know where to draw the line between Political work and public 
relattons work. For example, at the moment he was tryihg to get members of the 
Senate to speak from the fioor on the Strums disaster. This was definitely 
Public Relations work but it was also Politicsl work . . 

However, all of these problems might be ironed out, but something else 
had come up ~ich altered the situation radicellyl The Chairman cf the Office 
Oommittee, supported by the Office Oommit~ee, had appointed Mr. · Weisgal to organ-• 
ize the three day conference of American Zionists without previous consultation 
with the Director of the Public Relations department. This conference was defin­
itely a public relations enterprise and the Chairman of the Office Committee had 
simply chosen to take the matter out of the hands of the Public Relations Dept. 
"'1.thout regard to his own position. As a matter of fact• Mr. Newnanh said that j~ 
informal talks with Mr. Weisgal it had become ixnmedia.tely apparent that the organ-• 
izing of the conference was closely linked up with the work and plans of the 
Public Relations Committee. 

Mr. Neumann further pointed out that in limiting his activity to iublic 
Relations work solely he would be doing what he was not completely qualified to 
do in the sense in which the Committee understood it. He said that he was not a 
press agent; he was not good at organizing large meetings and that these activiti?­
were not in his sphere .. 

He would therefore like to request the Emer~ncy Committee to make 
arrangements to find a suitable person to take his place and have him relieved of 
his duties at the earliest possible moment. He said that in the light of these 
circumstances the matter-or his salary became irrelevant. 

Mrs. Halprin said she believed that Rr. Neumann's position on the 
question of the arrangements for the conference and dinner w8s correct. She SR~.6. 

that organizationally it was not right that • the er ganization of this confer-• 
ence be taken out of the jurisdiction of the Public Relations Department and s~1., 
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recalled that at the previous meeting when the matter was up for discussion mar.y r·t 
the members of the Office Committee had expressed this point of vlew. Mr .. U~1m.a-:n~ -
statement, therefore2. that his attit,ud~. had been completely disregarded; mu.st b · 
,read _in the light or that fsct. 

Dr. \lise pointed out that in view of Mr .. Weisga.l' s special relat~_on J0 0 

Dr. Weizmann for whom the conference and dinnel" wer-e: be:t..:1g a,:-·.:-angeds ~.t w .... s :;1,:., ~. 

illogical that he should be asked to be in charge of 'these spe0~.al f\1.nct:'. Oj,18 ,. !"l,~ 

did not believe that ej_ther Judge Levj.nthal or the Office Commit.tee :'lleant tha~:, 
Mr. Weisgal would not work in close co◊peration with Mr. Neumann a:.1d his d-~partmP. ,i 

Mr. Weisgal said that he wished to repeat what he had previously said on 
this subject: He had neither sought nor did he now seek the job and if his with­
drawal would in .any way help.in arranging~matters with Mr. Neumann or would help 
the Zionist cause, he would be glad to withdraw. 

A discussion followed on the question of Mr. Neumann's position as 
Director of Public Relations, in the course of which the distinction was drawn 
between Public Relations as a service agency for political actioh, and con-ti!"ol of 
the political policy of an organization. 

Mr. Neumann .at this point asked to have it made clear that he had ne·vff: 
suggested that he be given control of the political work of the Emergency Comill~ts8~ 
However, he asked the Emergency Committee to give serious consideration -to the or­
ganization and administratbn of the actual work which had to be done. He said that 
quite apart from personal considerations the Emergency Committee should plan how 
it would function from the point of view of the executive and administrative as­
pects of its work. The only sound procedure he thought he was to have an Exec"iitiv~ 
Director whose task it would be to see that the instructions of the political com ­
mittee are carried out. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion said that he thought the issue was being confused. Inas­
much as he and Dr. Wise had been authorized to bring in recommendations for a 
Political Committee and these recommendations had not yet been brought in, he cou~r 
not see that the discussion of Mr. Neumann's status on political matters was be-­
fore the Sommittee. 

Dr. Goldmann urged that the eternal discussion of whether or not there 
should be an Executive Director be discontinued. The discussion was being bu1·dA.n -:: r 
by too many side issues. He felt that the question of Mr. Weisgal 's appointment, 
to organize the conference and dinner was not relevant inasmuch as it could easil•:1• 

be arranged that he work in close cooperation with Mr. Neumann. It was impoasibJ.E> 
for Zionist organizations, because of the nature of their problems and personnej, 
always to function according to a plueprint. He said that thls was a time to be 
completely frank. It was his understanding that the question was whether or not 
Mr. Neumann should become Executive Director of the Emergency CoILIDittee. He wotiL~ 
consider Mr. Neumann's resignation a deplorable loss, and would urge Mr. Neumann 
not to press the question of appointment as Executive Director but to <mntinue as 
Director of Public Relations. 

Director. 
discuss. 

Mr. Neumann said that he would not consider apppintment as Executive 
Dr. Goldmann said that if this was so then there was nothing further tc 

Mr. Wertheim urged that the discussion be postponed until Mr. Ben-Ourt. 
and Dr. Wise had brought in their recommendations for the setting up of a Poli~ic J. 
Committee and he further urged that Mr. Neumann retain his position as Directo:-.. .. or 
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Public Relations. At this point, Dr. Wise left and Mr. Lipsky took the c!111:..-.-- , 

Dr. Goldstein urged that the matter be post.ponad until the return of t ::i( 

Chairman of the Office Committ~e. 

Mr. Wertheim said that in pr1.~ciple he did :-iot agree in postponing aHr 
action until the :ceturn of the Ona:trman i :'.:l:?.s'.Ilu.ch as l1e might freque~itly b~ e.::, -:e ·t· " 

and the work of the Committee had to ront i:rue ,, 

Mr. Neumann said that he had hopPd '!:,o turn over all !113 pe,1,:.i.nc cS.···tl-:"i •j . : . 

to Mr. Lourie who might then take over, as Sv'::>n as poss:.bl~ ~ 

Mr. Lourie said that he did :1ot wa:r:t to leave eith~r Mr J NaumRnn or t.h? 
Office Committee with the impression t:-iat if Mr~ Neumann did this he would t akE 
over his work. He said that at t.he lea.st he w0uld u:cge Mr. N~umann to contin"..!c 
for another few months until a new man was fou11d. He himself could not fill the; 
gap. 

Mrs. Halpr:!.n said that if Mr. NAumann felt the Jack of an Executt,,·s 
Director to be so deplorable, certe.:tnly the lack of a Public ReJ.ati.ons D::i.:,•ect. r 
would be even more deplorable. Moi·eove:-- 1 she said that if the lack of an 
Executive Director was the reason for his leaving surely that was as much t.h 2-
responsibility of the Office Committee as of M~o Neuma~n. 

1~ Mr. Neumann reiterated that he had never asked or proposed th.a·~ hs bt=­
made Political Director of the Emergei1cy Committee and that he wo1..i.ld have hei:n . 
willing to work under a competent and qualifiec.1 Executive Director. He ns:&:i:;•d ~jo 
have recorded that he disclaimed respon.sibili·liy for the inactivity of thE: Eme:~·-. 
gency Committee with which he had bee11 charged by Zionists throughout thP cou11tt·

0
; -

Dr. Goldmann pointed out that the inactivity or shortcomings of the 
Emergency Committee could certainly not be blamed on Mr. Neumann. He made t,he f o~.­
lowing proposal& That the officers of the Emergency Committee and the Gl1ai:tman 0 1. 
the Public Relations Committee should again take up the question with Mr. New."!la(Fl 

A motion that the matter of the resignation of Mr. Neumann be referr~c 
for further consideration to a Committee as proposed by Dr. Goldmann was una.ai­
mously carried. 

Dr. Goldstein informed the Committee that as a representative of the L'.i01• 
he would refer the whole question of Mr. Neumann as Executive Director or 
DiTector of Public Relations to the ZOA EXecutivee 

FRENCH PAt,ESTINE COMMITTm 

Dr. Goldmann reported on a Jttter which he had received from Justin O.)d.e · ..- i 

rormerly a leadlng membersof the French Senate and head of the French Palestine 
Committee, requesting a subsidy for the continuation of pro-Zionist work in Frenc r 
Arter discussion it was agreed that a grant of $600 per annum be made for this ·\\·,): 

ADDENDUM TO MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 12 - rea Pension to Mrs. Jabotinsky -

Mrs. Pool said that she was ready to recommend to the National Board of 
Hadassah that a grant for the needs of Mrs. Jabotinslcy be made out of the Shekel 
monies payable by Hadassah to the Executive in Jerusalem. 

A. Lourie. 
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M.UfilTES_OF OFFICE CO'ffi.iJ:TJ~.ILJ{EKtING_ 
AMERJOAN Et1&}111J_EN0Y OOM~,[f:r:1'l1.E!E FOR ZIO~UST AFFAIRS 

Monday, March 23, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs was held on Monday, Marcl1 23, at 1 ~30 p.m~ 

PRESIGNT I Dr. Wise, (presid.i.ng); Mr. Lipsky~ Mr. Wor·~hei,:i,t Mrs .. Halprin, Mrs. Pool. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion, Dr. Goldmann; Mr. Lourie, Dr. Petegc~sh-y, Mr. Schulson, 
Mr. Weisttal. 

ACTION ON STATEMENT OF REFORM RABBIS IN RE JEWISH ARM.I 

Mrs. Pool asked to have recorr!ed Hadassah ! a d:f.spleasure and distress that the 
statement of the reform Rabbis in support of a Jewish Army ·was publicized :r.n the 
form of a paid advertisement. She also recalled that Hadassah had :cequested °'.jhat 
its name never be used without previous consultation& 

Mrs. Halprin pointed out that she had attended the meeting at whic~ the 
decision to publish the ad had been made, but had arrived late. However, no one 
had mentioned the matter to her and she hadknown nothing about it until the nextdiy , 

The chairman suggested that a brief review of all decisions be made before the 
end of each meeting, so that all those present might be informed of action takenc 

CONFERENCE AND DINNER TO DR. WEIZMANN 

,Dr. Ooldmar.n reported the meeting of the sub-committee on the Zionist 
Conference to be held with Dr, Weizmann& 

l. Xt had been proposed that the meeting be held in Atlantic City. 
2. It was agreed that representation to the Conference be as follows& 

Hadassah- 75; ZOA - 75; Poale Zion-:• 45; Mizrachi- 35. 
3. The Poale Zion and Mizrachi members of the sub-committee had taken s'bong 

objection to the ZOA tendering a dinner under its auspices alone, as part of a 
Conference called by the Emergency Committee. 

Considerable discussion follo~red Dr. Goldmann's report. Mrs. Pool reiterated, 
on behalf of Hadassah, that if the ZOA could be helped to wipe out its deficit 
through the dinner, then Hadassah had no objection. 

Mr. Wertheim stated that people will come f~om all CJVer the country for a 
Conference which would be a syi:4bol of unity~ A ZOA sponsored dinner as part of 
such a Conference ~~uld not be in consonance with the spirit of unity. 

Mr. Schulson reported the discussion at the ZOA executive committee meeting 
as follo..,,sc It was decided to hold the dinner in abeyance until Dr. \'eizmann ts 
arrival when the matter will be discussed with him. The Conference should be held 
over until the end of June. 

Mr. Weisgal said that March 13 the Office uommittee had decided to have a 
Conference and dinrer, which he was to arrange. In accordance with this decision 
Judge Levinthal and he had sent a detailed cable to Dr. Weizmann asking his appro­
val or these plans to which a reply had already been received indicating 
Dr. Weizmann's a~ceptance or all these plans. The Emergency Committee, 
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Mr. Weisgal stated, should deal with the si'tuat,ion in the light of these facts 
and not be influenced i11 its decision by ext~·a11eou.s J.ssueso 

Mrs. Halprin said that if the dinner undqr the auspices of the ZOA were to 
be a fund-raising f\111ctio::1 1 Hadassah wovld i:nE-is·t. that matters be first cJm:red up 
so far as the UJA is concerned, 

After some further discussion the follo·w:i.ng m0-:Ji•n1 was un~it:iously approve~ 
To continue prepa?"ations for an ex-0j'.'aordi:i.1a1--y Z:'i.on::.at. Oc~1fer8nce under the 
auspices of the Emergency Committee to be r.eld At ·c,he ea:cliest possible moment 
consonant with the wishes of Dr. Weizmann. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion said that American entry into the war had created new and 
- urgent problems for us. Either the proposed conference was important or it was 

not. If it was important that such a confe:,:-ence be held~. he fa:ll:rl to understand 
that the 'ZJJA should wish to postpone it because of a fui1d-raising dinne:c. 
Palestine was in grave danger and our efforts to do anything to help mig~t be toe 
late. There are not four Palestines - one for Hadassa=J., one for ZOA, one for 
Mizrachi and one for Poale Zion. There is only one Palestine and our fi:..·st re­
sponsibility was as Zionists and not to par-c.y interests. 

The chairman requested Mr., Schnlson to commti.nicate to Judge Levinthal the 
substance of the views expressed and said that he himself would write to him, 
so that he would appreciate the advisability of holding the Conference at the 
earliest possible moment. 

There was some further discus3ion on arrangements for the Conference. It 
was agreed that . Mr. Weisgal arrange the Confe:r.ence, under the dir·ection of a 
sub-committee of the Office Committee and with the unders·Ga11ding that the finan­
cial arrangements are to be in charge of the regular officers of the Emergency 
Committee. 

The opinion was expressed that the conference should be held in New Yo~k~ 
Dr. Wise and Mrs Pool expressed disapproval of the Waldorf-Astoria as the mGeting 
place for the Conference. 

Later in the meeting Mr. 0 zold telephoned to say that he had received a 
telegram from Judge Levinthal stating that, L""l his view Mr. Weisgal would be 
the most suitable person to a"t'.'range the dinner. 

RED CROSS 

Mrs. Pool reported that Hadassah had made an appointment with Mr. Norman 
Davis, head of the Red Cross, to discuss with him the proposal to make available 
to the army Hadassah' s hospital fac:r.litie6 :!.n Palestine with the possibil.lity that 
some parallel arrangements might be made w1:tl1 the Red Cross. 

POLITICAL QOMMITTEE 

With reference to the proposal for the setting up of a political committee~ 
it was reported that it had been very strongly felt by the 1~ational Board of 
Hadassah that i~President must be a member of such a oommi'l:itee. 
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RESIGNATION OF DR. PETEGORSKY 

Dr. Wise invited Dr. Petego~sky to make a statement to the Commi~tee on the 

reasons fo:i." his resignation. Dro Pstego~sky said he had come t,0 the 0ommittee 

ten weeks ago afier resigning a position on the staff of 1'.n·tioch College.. He had 

taken this step with some :r.eluctan~e but, he felt tl1a-t this was a critical moment 

in world affairs and that. it was h:Ls d.1x:jy as a Jew to acuep'L the offer that had 

been ma.de to hilll. Dr~ 1:.etego:c~ky pt"oceeded to critic!.~e the functioning of the 

Committee on the ground of inefficiency a:id of ir:r!espo!1si'.:>ility on the part of 

!lavple w:tio ·~should be responsible. ~cisions would be take-..1 and then revoked on 

ina~uate grounds. The Committee concerned itself too much wi·rih details ., Its 

concepts of the functions which it should perform see:ned to him ina.deq1.~ate. 

There was further a lack of information and research. In the circumstances he 

felt that his energies could be used to better purpose in other fields. At the 

request of the Chairman, Dr. Petegorsky added that he would be glad to draw up 

a memorandum indicating what in his view was requil~ed to produce more effective 

action on the part of the Committee. 

A. Lourie. 
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Mizro.chi ii ganizatiop o:f .America 
1!'53 Bro ad TIEU 
Neu York, Ne Y c 

1.1nrch 12th, 1942 

Dr~ Stephen S~ i7i se, Chairnan 
].hergency Goe□ ~ f0r. Zionist .Affai~a 
41 Fast ~2nd ~-;.r ~e:; 
Ne'7 Yo r:\( CL t.y 

Dear Dro t7i se ~ 

It was nith inneasurable disappoi:1tm0nt that our Adoinistrative 

Conni ttee learned that the r.i:izro.chi Organization of Anerica 

received only one place on the Office Coa"Ji ttee of the Energency 

Comoittee mile the Peale Zion have received on additional place, 

though it was done under a di.ff erent labelo 

It is the unaninous opinion of our adrlinistration. that such action 

cannot possibly be acceptoJ. by organization, since it recluces us 

unjustifiably to a position of least significancoa • 

Tle have a.lua.ys been of th(;J opinion that the Emergency Conni ttee 

should, indeed, give equal representation to all Zionist groups: 

bein6 , as it is, a body r.-hich does not seek to mle by najority 

vote, nor does it want to inpose i ·ts nill on ninorities.) It is 
rather an agency for the expression of the united ~ill as nell as 

a nedium for the united action of the am totality of or{;anized 

Zionist opiniono If, however, it has been decided to have r.iajor 

and minor groups, tre finally consented to such procedureo 

It is, houever, ue repeat~ nost unwarrant&d to_advnnce the repre­

sentation of one of the ro-called oir.or affiliates of the :Ehergency 
Committee and leave our position in status quo," If, for the sake 

of expediency, it uas found more practical to add several members 

to the list of 11virilistsff ue cannot and shall not yield to the 

apparent so.ppo si tion of the Foergency Cooed. ttee that "ITe have no 

individual or individuals mo can qualify for this category, al though 

'7e are generally fonfused as to .,-;hat makes one a 11virilist II in so far 

as the Dnergen~ Committee is concerned~ 

We definitely do feel and are utterly convinced that we have a 

number of individuals mo are most representative of Zionism i~ 

general and religious Zionism in particular and are considered 

simultaneously the spokesmen of orthodox J·e,;rry in this country' 9 

It 1s painful to say it, 'but '78 must state mo st clearly that '78 

cannot and shall Dot accept the status mich you have assigned us 

and ue shall be forced to take action should the situation remain 

unchanged. in regard to our representation, sonething vhich ue hope 

will become unnecessary- by your proper reconsideration and adjustment 

of the mattero 

With assurance of our deep appreciation for your indulgence and 

consideration, I am, 

mk/rlp 

Sincerely yours, 

Babbi Max Kirschblum 
Executive Secretary 
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M~_N_U'rES OF OFFICE COMMJ.'l:TEE MEETING 
AMERlOAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST. AFFAIRS 

April 7, 1942.. 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist 
Affairs was held on Tuesday, April 7 at 1 130 p.m. 

PRESENT: Dr. Wise (presiding)~ Mr. Bublick, Mr. Gellman, Mr. Greenberg, 
Judge Levinthal, Mrs.Shulman, Mr. Szold, Mr. Wertheim; 

Mr. Ben-Ourion, Dr. Goldmann; Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr~ Weisgal. 

CONFERENCE 

Mr. Weisge.l,in submitting a tentative program for the forthcoming conference 
reported that the UPA had planned a Conference of the National Council in New 
York on May third in New York, which would culminate with a dinner in honor of 
Rabbi Silver. He thought this would seriously interfere with the plans for the 
Zionist Conference and therefore confez·red with Mr. Montor with a view to working 
out a mutually satisfactory arrangement. Mr. Monter had agreed to a tentative 
proposal which was made subject to the approval of the Office Committee, to can­
cel the UPA function if the Sunday afternoon of the Zionist Conference would be 
devoted to the UPA Council and the dinner to Dr. 'Weizmann presided over by 
Dr. Silver. 

The Office Committee unanimously agreed that this be done. 

Mr. Weisgal then submitted a draft program for the Conference. Considerable 
discussion followed hi~ presentation. 

Mr. Szold said that the program as submitted was quite contrary to his con­
ception of a working Conference, which he had understood to be the nature of the 
proposed Conference. He thought Mr. Weiagal's program would p.event, rather than 
encourage, serious consideration of pressing Zionist proplerus. 

In re?lY to Mr. Szold'a criticism, Mr. Weisgal pointed out that no conference 
does real thinking, except as a result of previous plans and forethought. He 
believed that his program was a synthesis of the wishes pre'liously expressed by 
the Office Committee, that the Conference be designed both for internal working 
out of Zionist problems, as well as with a view to impressing general public 
opinion. 

Mr. Ben-Ourion said that while he thought Mr . . Szold unduly critical of 
the program, he believed that much thinking had to be done before the Conference. 
He pointed out some omissions from the Programt 

l. How to make AmericmZionism a more effective force. 
2. How to achieve internal unity and to secure the interest or American 

Jewry for Palestine. 
3. Hebrew education and culture 
4. Women did not have a h-ge enough place on the program. 

He suggested s~ cifically that sub-committees be set • up immediately to 
study the problems to be presented at the Conterenoe. He recommended that there 
be three such sub-committees to study& 



... A) Political problems of Zionism - i.e. relations with Mandatory Power, 
Arab-Jewish rela·\jions, Jewish ArmJ etce 

B) Rolitical action in Arr~rica 
0) How to strengthen Zionism in America- Internal unity, Zionist educa­

tion; the conquest of American Jewry for the Zionist idea. 

He said that if we were clear on precisely what we want to do, we have a 
chance for success, and the success of the Conference depends on what we do 
bet,veen now lh'"ld then. 

Mr. Gellman said that he agreed entirely with Mr. Szold. He believed that 
Mr. \Ieisgal 1 s program was another ZOA Gonvention and left no room for discussion 
from the noor by the delegates. He also protested that Mizrachi had no place 
on the program. 

Mr. Neumann said that he had the impression from Mr. Weisgal's prograre that 
he had started with persons, rather than with the problems. He did not believe 
that such a program was conducive to real thinking and constructive action. He 
poin~ed out that in his opinion there were two omissions, namely, Zionist politi­
cal action on the American scene e,nd a repor\-·of the work of the Emergency 
Committee for the past two and a half yeareo 

stimulatin£ a~d 
Mrs. Shulman said she found the progrem in line with her con-

ception of what the prograxr. should be. 

Mr. Szold suggested that the first three days h~ eliminated - the Friday 
night service, Oneg Shabbat, etc. He proposed that after the necessary intro­
ductory speeches, commissions be set up to work for two days and then bring in 
their reports. He believed that we had to choose between a working conference 
and one designed for publicity purposes - he did not believe that trying to 
serve both purposes would serve either. 

Mr. Wertheim believed that a progrem could be worked out to serve bo~h 
purposes. He supported Mr. Gellman's demand that Mizrachi be represented on the 
~rogram in a unified Zionist Conference. 

Various other suggestions were made and it was finally agreed to refer them 
to the standing Conference Committee ~hich should endeavor to nedraft the pro­
gram in line with the criticisms expressed. It was further agreed that the 
standing Committee set up the three sub-committees as outlined by Mr. Ben-Gurion. 
These committees shall, from time to time, report to the Office Committee. 

Conference 
It was further agreed that the / _ Committee be authorized to spend a 

maximum of io,000 for the Oonrerence. Should some unforeseen emergency involve 
additional expenditures, this would have to be authorized by the Office Committee. 

AMERICAN PAI,,ESTINE COMMITTEE DINNER 

The Chairman read a letter from Mr. Neumann pointing out that a dinner or 
the American Palestine Committee was scheduled for some time late in April or 
early in May. In view of the resignation of Mr. Petegorsky, his assistanc, and 
his own forthcoming departure, he urged that some provision be made for arrang­
ing this dinner. He recommended that, if Judge Levinthal approved, Mr. Schulson 
and Mr. Shetzer of the Washington Office be asked to take charge of thie dinner ~ 

M 

Judge Levinthal said he had no objeo:tions and it was decided that Mr. 
Schulson ana Mr. Shetzer be requested to undertake the arrangements for the 
dinner, and to oonsult with Mr. Weisgal on the date. A maximum expenditure or 
~600.00 was authorized. 
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Mr. Neumann reported that Mr. Josephus Daniels would write the introduction 
to Professor Hanna's book on Palestine and that various revisions which had been 
proposed to the author had been accepted by him (see previous minutes). The 
question of whether the Emergency Committee was to tek:e a number of books at a 
reduced price was referred to Nr. Szold and Mr. Neumann. 

Mr. Neumann further reported a plan for a research project on the agricul­
tural absorptive capacity of Palestine. It was agreed that a sum be allocated 
to cover the expenses of this project after Mr. Szold and Mr. Brodie had looked 
into the matter. 

MIZRAOHI 

A letter from Mizrachi was circulated requesting that since the Poale Zion 
had, in effect, two members on the Office Committee, they also be represented by 
two members. It was pointed out in reply that Mr. Greenberg was a me~ber of the 
Office Committee in his individual capacity and not as a fapresentative of the 
Poale Zion. 

It was further pointed out that inasmuch as tho question of representation 
on the Office Co~mittee had been decided by the full Emergency Committee, any 
change would have to be referred to the full Committee. Mr. Gellman was requested 
that the ~izrachi take no action in the matter, until it had been discussed by a 
full meeting of the Emergency Committee, at the earliest pcmaible opportunity~ 

YOUTH CONFERENCE 

A request n-o~ the National Council of Zionist Youth Organizations for a sum 
of $500 to be used in connection with a proposed youth conference was reported. 
It was decided to postpone consideration of this question, until each of the 
constituent organizations had considered the matter. 

BUDGET 
The treasurer reported that there was a sum of ~2,600 on hand a~d that 

~62,000 were still due for the year 1941-42. 

NEIT MEETING 
the 

It was decided to hold /n~xt meeting of the . Off~ce •• Colllilittee on 
Tuesday, April 14 at r,,30. 

A. Lourie 
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~ T BI Q T L,l 
C2: ,Q N E I D :S li t I A It 

A meeting of the Office OoIIUaittee of the Erue~gency Committee was held on 

Friday, April 17 in order to hear the report of Dr. Weizmann. The following were 

presents 
Dr. Wise, pt?esiding; Messrs. Lipsky, Greenberg, Goldstein, Wertheim, 

Mesdames Epstein, Jacobs, Pool1 Schoolman. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion, Dr. Goldmann, Messrs. Lourie, Neumann, Weisgal, Shetzer, 

Montor, Goldberg, Israeli. 

Apologies were received from Judge Levinthal and Mr. Szold. 

DR. WEIZMANN'S REPORT 

Dr. Weizmann opened his remarks by saying how happy he was to be rupongst 

his American friends again, and to take this opportunity of expressing his gratitud~ 

for the sympathy extended to him in his distress as well as for the extraordinary 

efforts exerted on his behalf to take him and Mrs. Weizmann out of the "galuth of 

Lisbon." 

He also wished to express the gratitude of the British Zionists for having 

sent Dr. Silver to them. He believed Dr. Silver1s visit was extremely useful from 

both sides - for him to see in England Zionists continuing their Zionist work in 

the face of all difficulties, and for them to see a friend from America- which is 

not as yet in such dire circumstances as England. Dr. Weizmann went on to say that 

Dr. Silver's trip was a signal success - he was brilliant in his speeches - simple, 

impressive and carrying deep conviction to vecy fastidious and critiBal audiences. 

Although Dr. Silver went through a terrific grind - travelling in England today was 

achieved under conditions of inconvenience - he did not hesitate. He had found 

ruined cities but he did not find ruined Jewish communities. The Keren Hayesod 

campaign was a great success ~00,000 was being sought and it would no doubt be 

raised. Dr. Weizmann expressed the hope that it ~ould be possible to arrange for 

such visits by other American Zionist leaders. 

OUTLOOK FOB Ilii FUTURE 

Dr. Weizmann then went on to a general report. The year that ~ssed was one 

of complete frustration - whatever was attacked, whatever energy and skill was 

expended in order to carry something through to a conclusion - in the : end became 

Dead Sea fruit. There was only one melancholy comfort in all that - Britain had 

handled its own affairs, its imperial affairs, so badly it 't/OUld have been surpris­

ing had ours prospered; when we see them cutting into their own flesh every d~, 

we oannot expect much understanding from them for affairs which may appear to them 

to be outside their own compass. However, Dr. Weizmann went on, the hope was not 

dimmed, nor our expectations or confidence diminished in ·our destiny through the 

temp(r(ary setbacks thus suffered. 

Dr. Weizmann said it was impossible to describe the world in which they 

lived in Europe. Here life is normal - there it deteriorates every day, with even 

the elementary necessities becoming more difficult to obtain - bread, coal, trans­

port, etc. And Zionist work, which is something that looks to the future and 

requires a etrong imagination to overcome the present, is extremely difficult under 

these circumstances. 
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There were two things which in Dr. Weizmann's opinion justified one's 
confidence. ane is the very weight of the tragedy, the gravity of the problem 
which, no matter how muci one would like to put it off for the future, is inescapablac 
People realize that sooner or later it will have to be faced. This was beginning 
to be the attitude even of those who were not otherwise deeply concerned with the 
problem - Mr. Eden, for instance. Mr. Uhurchill had once said to Dr. Weizmann, 
"Why are you so worried? When we win the war t!le Je'tilt:1h position will be restored." 
He seemed to imagim that af·lier the war we shall be as we were - there may be 
200,000 or half-million victims, but on the whole he seemed to think the Jewish 
position would be restored to normalcy. Mr. Eden had apparently shared his point oi' 
view. Dr. Weizmann said it took him a very long t1me to explain to Mr. Eden that 
the disintegration of the Jews of Europe to their position before the war is an 
impossible thing. 

Dr. Weizmann had also had talks with Benes and Sikorski. They both told him 
that from their point of view it is not credible that the Polish or Czech Jewish 
community would be simply restored to their previous positions. Mr. Benes explained 
there were 3001000 Jews in Czechoslovakia, with the greate§t group in Slovekia -
but this has been very much thi..rmed out because they were being sent off to Polando 
He described the following situation which existed in pis country: The Germans 
have confiscated Jewish property and given a certain aspect of legality to their 
robbery with token payments and the exchange of papers, etc. He explained a Czech 
Quisling \-las at the head'of this and that, after the war he, Benes, would oust him. 
Benes also pointed out that after the war economic conditions would be hard and this 
is when anti-Semitism raises its head. He explained that to 3tt@mp\ ~o restore the 
status quo at that time \\'OUld make matters worse and that the only way to overcome 
the situation would be for the government to confiscate and take over all landed 
property no matter who owned it and make a complete redistribution. In this process, 
he explained, some Jews would fall out and about one-third of them would not find a 
place in the new Republic. He made the assu~ance however, that they would compen­
sate the Jews financially for their losses, and the money thus paid ~~uld be used 
for immigration and establishment of Jews in Palestine. Mr. Benes said he wated to 
see a great Jewish Palestine - he wuld have to see Mr. Eden (Dr. \veizmann said he 
know that Benes had eeen Eden) and impress upon him the necessity of opening wide 
the gates of Palestine. Dr. Weizmann added that no one who knew Mr. Benes could 
suggest that he was in any way anti-SeJpitic. 

As for Mr. Sikorski, who also claimed to be a friend of the Jews, he too 
anticipated that not all the Jews of Poland could be re-absorbed. If we were to 
apply the ratio of one-third. suggested by Mr. Benes, to other countries- there 
would be at least t~o to three million Jews who will have to be taken care of. 

When Dr. Weizmann saw Eclen for the second time, the latter said he had seen 
Mr. Benes and complained "It I a not fair what they are saying''· Dr. Weizmann replied 
that whether it was fair or not1 it was a hard 1 solid fact which muet be reckoned 
with. It was only after the third talk with Mr. Eden, which lasted for a long time, 
that the latter asked,"Have you got a siution? 11 Dr .. Weizmann repli,ed that he had~ 
He said this was the first time they had gotten to talk about the subject of Palest:it£ 
itself. They discussed all the s·.J.rrounding problems - and Dr. \leizmann had the 
impression that the effect of this pressure even on a virgin end not friendly mind 
had made a dent. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF AMERICA'S RESBONSIBILITY 

As a result of many such conversations, not all of them with official spokes­
men, Dr. Weizmann had come to the conclusion that the British did not feel ~hemselves 
strong enough any more to solve this problem by themselves. Their formula 18 that 

• 
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they alone cannot handle it - but together with the Americans they cm, provided 
the Americans not merely give advice and directions, but actually join in the 
responsibility. This, Dr. Weizmann said, ,,,as the crux of the whole situation. He 
had discussed this also with some of the younger and thinking members of the govern­
ment who \•Jere really \o:orr.eed about the problem of the Jews and of Palestine, and 
they too stressed the fact that American joint responsibility was needed to help 
solve it. he believed that this would be part of the joint general responsibility 
which the Anglo-Saxon world would in the end have to accept particularly in the 
Middle East. Dr. Weizmann stressed the importance of this point? 

IMPORTANCE OF PALESTINE 1 S ROLE IN WORLD PICTURE 

Dr. Weizmann continued by giving a summary of some of his impressions• 
To people here, the Middle East in the last war before America joined it, was a 
savage country of no importance. Today the Middle East, and particularly Palestine 
and the Suez Canal are one of the approaches to the Western Hemisphere. One can 
attack America as much from the Suez Canal and the Indian Ocean as from the Panama 
Canal. Vital interests are affected as long as the Middle East remains a domain for 
international intrigue and uncivilization. Conditions there may affect vitally th~ 
general stability which it is hoped to maintain after the war. The Near East will 
be one among many sections of the world which will need stabilization. In achieving 
that stabilization Jewish work in Palestine will play an increasingly important 
role. Thie was another reason ~hy Dr. Ueizmann believed that in spite of the 
temporary set-backs, we have a role to play, particularly if we can impress upon 
American statesmen the value and the importance of the s·iiabilizing effect of the 
reconstruction which we have undertaken in this part or the world, from the : • . 
Euphrates to the Nileo There is no doubt that the a.lliances entered into by Britain 
with the Arab countries, Egypt, Syria and Iraq are valueless. As long as the Libyan 
campaign is in a state of equilib~lum and as long as England is successful, there 
will be no betrayal; but as soon as England fails in that campaign, there will be 
betrayal. 

ATTITUDE OF BRITISH 

Dr. Weizmann said that they (the British) were compelled to realize today 
that we were right, and this realization bothered them. We were pricking their 
conscience. He referred to Mr. Churchill's remark that he never wanted to see 
Dr. Weizmann on the plea that when they meet, in &9 cases out of 100 they think the 
same way. 

Referring to the British Jews, Dr. Weizmann said that they believe today 
more warmly than ever that the Jewish future is in Palestine. The Keren Kayemeth 
is getting large sums of money through investments made in London for Palestine. 
One reason is perhaps also that the conversion of American securities into sterling 
has resulted in the repatriation of large sums, some of thich is now being re-invest­
ed in Palestine. Dr. Weizmann said he had already mentioned to Dr. Goldstein that 
he believed an inveSlbment movement could also be introduced in America. He said 
further that this would help solve political problems because today land can be 
bought even in the forbidden zones. 

Dr. Weizmann reii~rated his conclusion that with American supnort behind us 
we are likely to achieve success. 

He went on to say that our difficulties with the British are also in part 
due to the difficulty or the pboblem itself from their point of view - first, the 
difficulty of making it understood at all by a "goyif; and secondly, because Englabd 
is a Moslem Empire. It has the largest number of Mohammedans in the world. That 



.. 

-4-
problem is beginning to assume an entirely different aspect because a solution for 
India is coming. Also Malaya and the other Far Eastern colonies will either be 
lost or will be ruled under different uuspices in the future. Thus the quantity 
of Moslems in the BritiBh Empire may well be reduced by about two-thirds. Thia of 
itself will bring about a reduction of the pressure of the Moslems. After all, very 
considerable nresrure had come from the Indian Mosl9msv Dre Weizmann was convinced 
therefore that if we get Ame~ican statesmen really to understand the nroblem, and 
if we get the American Jews into line~ we would face a much brighter future. It was 
important however, not to desist from our work for a memento Dr. Weizmann said that 
in Palestine work continued at an increased pac~e and the country, '"hich is today a 
real arsenal of democracy, is making a greater contribution proportionately than 
many another great center of democracy. 

THE J"Ei .. !SH ARMY 

On the question of the Jewish Army, Dr. Weizmann said the struggle had not 
been given up. On the contrary- the army might perhaps be nearer than we thought. 
There is no influx of New Zealand and Australian troops into the Near ~ast, there­
fore from a purely military point of view people may be inclined to accept the idea 
~rith greater alactity than before. 

Dr. Weizmann reported that in this connection Mr. Winant had been sympatheti : 
and helpful, but unfortunately he had had to lenve. He had insisted that the,Army 
would come - it was a just thing~ 

Dr. Weizmann said that we had suffered from the general failure of the year 
just passed, which he felt was the darkest yeto But he was confident there would 
be a turn this summer and that our O\t.'Il, affairs l-.Ould also take a turn for the better~ 
It was for this reason that he was particularly anxious to get to Palestine after 
his visit here. 

NEGOTIATIONS ~!ITH NON-ZIONISTS _ . 

Dr. Weizmann stated that in the negotiations with the British non-Zionists 
he did not find as good a reception as we had found here. They are much more 1tlie­
hardish" than the people here, but their stubborness was in inverse ratio to their 
importance. Dr. Ueizmann thought that if things were straightened out in the 
negotiations here- they in England would follow suit. Although they were not as 
harmful as they were twenty years ago, Dr. Weizmann found that certain attitudes, 
for instance that of Mr. Eden, were probably irr.O.uenced by people like Mr. Anthony 
de Rothschild, whom Eden considered an expert on Jewish affairs. 

Dr. Weizmann reported that he had met earlier that day with Mr. Maurice 
Wertheim. From their talk he realized that it would not be all "plain-sailing" here. 
However, he did think that Mr. Werthe:iJn was the best chairman that the Ana-ican Jewish 
Committee could have selected from their group. 

PRQGRAM OF ACTION 

Dr. Weizmann pointed out that there were various avenues for activity heres 
Palestine itself, reconstruction of the Middle East, the negotiations with non­
Zioniats, the creation of general good-will and of an informed public opinion in 
this country, creation of a special fund for the work which we have to do along these 
lines, and so on. Dr. Wa!zmann said he believed we were sufficiently well-trained 
to deal with all these problems and he would be happy to make whatever small con­
tribution it was within hie power to makeo 
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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 

Dr. Weizma:m mentioned that the new Colonial Secretary 11 belongs to the family", he is a Balfour- a Ce0~l by cr~.gin. He said that La.:.\i Oranborne iirs a distinguished man 7 st:co:1g wiJ.led and of high mo1·al p1•inciples. However, h1s· : :· 
first speech in the Hoi.1se cf Lo:::·us had not b.=3f.L1 0:f go<Yi augury and Dr. Weizmann said he had it out with him 13.~:,er~ He had told j~o:r-d 0.r.-dEbcrne that the Colonial 0fficeis responsibility meant ncthing because the Administration did what they 
liked. The Ad!ninist:ration was in tht:! position of having power witilout responsibil­ity. While the White Paper could not be changed publicly now, the situation could be changed to such an extent as to establish the possibility of effective coopera­tion between us and the Oolonial Administration on one side, and the Palestine Government on the other. Dr. Weizmann added further that he considered MacMichael as unfit to preside over the destinies of Palestine. He said he had seen many 
Colonial Secretaries and High Commissioners and in the end they all seemed very much aliie to him, so he had no reason to be too optimistic that Lord Cranborne would bring the Geulah. However, he was a. change from what had gone before and we could perhaps expect a smoother relationship than heret.o!.'ore. 

But it was only the great events of the present day, events which were changing the world and changing the?enpire and also inflicting great injuries on 
Jewry itself, that \'rould ultimately change our situation and. for that we must get ourselves ready. 
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MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE AMERICAN 

EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Wednesday April 22,1942 
**••· 

#65 

STRICTLY 
CONF ID.ENT I.AL 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs 
was held on April 22 1 at 4~30 P.Mo at 41 East 42nd Street. 

PRESENT: Judge Levinthal (presiding) , Mesdames Jacobs I Pool~ Rosensohn, ( sub­
stituting for Mrs~ Halprin) Shulman; Dr. Goldstein, Mro Szold, 
Mr. Wertheim, Dro ~iseo 
Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourier Mro rl8 iegal., 

REPRESENTATION AT THE CONFERENCE: 

Mr. ~ertheim reopened the question of the representation of the four partiee 
to the forthcoming Zionist Conferencea Be suggested that representation be as 
follows: 75 each from Hadassah and the a,A., and 60 each from the Poale Zion and 
Mizrachi, which would maintain the proportion provided for by the by-laws of the 
Emergency Committeeo 

Dr. Goldstein proposed as an amendment that, inasmuch as Poale Zion recog­
nized the right of Mizrachi to equal representation with them 9 the number be 
fixed at 75, 75, 45, and 45. 

Mr~ ijertheim did not accept this amendment, pointing out that such equali­
zation of the Poale Zion and Mizrachi wae arbitrary and unfair to the former and 
did not take into consideration the relative strength of the two organizations~ 
His ow.n. proposal was bnsed on the idea of acceptance of the position existing 
in the Emergency Oommitteeo Dr. vise urged that there be equal representation 
for all parties in the interests of barmoey and unit7. Such eqalization would 
set no precedent, but would be an "ad hoc" arrangement for this Conference, 
uhich, in any case, has no voting powers~ but is to meet for consultation. 
Mrs. Pool said that Hada.ssah had accepted 51 5, 4, and 4 as the basis of repre­
sentation on the Emergenc7 Committee, because it considered the Office Committee 
the reall7 authoritative body0 not because it believed that to be a fair repr&-­
sentation of the numerical strength of the partieso She did not believe, however~ 
that to give equality of representation to all parties would be • .. democratically 
just. 

Mrs. Rosensohn deplored the action of Mizrachi in ~ithdrawing, no less than 
the threat of Poale Zion to withdraw if Mizraehi were allotted the emne number of 
delegates to the Conference as they, on a basis othe~ than that of tull equality 
for all parties. or on the basis of 5, 5• 4, and 4o However~ she supported 
Dre Wise's motion for equalit7 of representation in the interests of harmony 
and unityo 

Mr. Szold said that harmony as a result of threats was no harmony at allu 
He pointed out that the Jewish State Party and others might, on the basis of 
equality, be entitled to 75 representatives~ However, he emphasized that if 
equality were the basis of representation, then it muot be made absolutely clear 
that no votes were to be ta.ken at the Conference. He auggeated that a fair basis 
for representation uould be on the basis of paid-up membershipo 



. , .. 

-2-
Mro Weisgal pointed out that Mizrachits attitude had been unreasonableG 

The original suggestion of representation on the basis of 75, 75, 45 and 35 had 
been accepted by the sulr-committee including the Mizrachi representative and 
was reasonable. It had later been confirmed by the Office Oommittee0 Ther~ore ? 
this action should not be changed because of the subsequent attitude of the 
Mizrachio 

?,Irs~ Jacobs said she uould :regret very much if those '7ho represented 
Jewish religious life were eliminated from the Zionist picture, After consider­
able discussion, it was finally decided by vote that: 

lo No votes shall be taken at the Conference on questions of major 
policy except by unanimous agreement and, 

2o Representation to the Conference shall be on the basis of aq'(lality 
for all partieao: On this question 0 Mrs~ Pool asked to be recorded 
as not votingo Mrc Weisgal was authorized to inform the parties 

that each is entitled to 75 representatives at the Conference~ 

PROGRAM FOR CONFERENCE~ 

Mro W8 isgal presented the program for the Conference as revised by the sub~, 
committeec The follo~ing suggestions and comments uere mades 

lo That in the ae~eions devoted to the Americar1,-Zionist scene, ample 
time be devoted to a thorough discussion of public relations and 
tha technique which might best be used for creating pro-Zionist 
public opinion in America~ 

a. That the proposed statements on various aspects of the political 
problem be par·h of "uhe discussions following the speeches of 
Dr11 Weizmann and Mr., Ben, ,Gurion:> This would allow time for a 
special session on current problems in Palestine: economicppolitical, 
etco 

3~ That an opportunity be given for a discussion of the qestion of the 
possible reintegration of the Revisionists into the World Zionist 
Organizationo 

4o That there be a discussion on inter-orga.uizational problems. The 
sub-commi·iitee on the Conference was congratulated on the program 
as presented and was asked to consider the new suggestions made and 
to incorporate them~ if possible~ 

The consensus of opinion was that th!!s Conference is to be a consultative, 
deliberative gatheringo Dro Goldstein suggested that the theme be one of 
unanimity in the Zionist movement 0 inasmuch as it is the fi1'st time in a generar­
tion when Zionists of all parties will meet together to discuss common problemso 
It was further understood that concrete pro'blems such as a single Z½onist .1n1bli­
cation, etco are not to be dealt with on the floor of the Confer.encsc but are 
matters for sub-committees to report on in the regular course of the worko 

DINNER TO DRo WEIZMANN~ 

~e question arose as to the sponsorship for. the forthcoming dinner to 
Dr• Weimanno The dinner was not being given under the ausplces of the Emergency 
Committee but invitations to the sponsorship list had gone out 'llll.der Dro ~ise's 
signatureo Dre Wise and Judge Levinthal were autho1•ized to discuss the matter 
further in view of the interest the roA. had had in holding the dinner under their 
auspiceso 

MR,. NEUMANN'S LETTER: 

Mr. Lourie read to the CoJ'Illtlittee a letter from Mr, Neumann reporting on 
his work in Washington with Dr. U8izmanno 
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-- JEWISH ABM! COMI•.IITTD: 

Dr•Goldtlann brought to the attention of the Committee the fact that the 
Jewish Army Committee is arranging a large dinner in NeTT York on May 3rd in honor 
of Pierre VanPaasen. He recocmended that Zionist districts be instructed not to 
attend. After some discussion it uas decided that it uould be undignified so 
to instruct Zionist groups, who had already been uneqivocally informed that the 
]mergency CoIYlr.littee, representing the four organizations, had dissociated itself 
from the Jewish Army Committeeo Judge Levintbal and one representative from each 
of the parties are to discuss the uhole matter of the Jeuish Army Committee 
with Dr. Weizmann. 

REFUGiBlES IN ISTAM:BOUL 

Dr. Goldmann reported that two small boats with Rumanian-JeTTish refugees 
aboard were in Constantinopleo One had already cleared the Dardanelles and the 
other was still in Turkish waterso It mis agreed that the Turkish Embassy in 
~ashington be requested to ask his government to admit the refugees to Turkey 
pending the receipt of certificates for Palestine, add, further to request the 
State Department to use its good offices ~ith the Turkish Government in support- , - --ing the requesto 

lW).lSSAH 

Mrs. Pool reported the com~letion of successful negotiations with the 
War Department uhich had gratefully accepted Hadassahls offer to place at the 
disposal of the United States Government its personnel and facilities in the 
Middle East. Discussions in this matter were also proceeding with the Red Cross~ 
Mrs. Pool further reported a cable from Miss Szold infoming Hadassah that the 
Turkish government had granted transit visas to 170 Rumanian children with 
certificates for Palestineo In this connection it was agreed that there was 
no objection to inviting the Ttlrkish .Ambassador to an annual meeting of the 
National Youth Aliyah Committee of Hadassah to be held at the home of Mrs. Roger 
iT.Straus. 

The meeting ~as adjourned at 7:00 PoMo 

.A..L. 
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MDJUT.~;;, QF OFFIO:a~~+-ITTIE MJ:!ETillQ 
~RICAli BliERQENCY COl@:IT~ FOR ZIQI1IST AITAW. 

Wednesday, J\pril 29, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee or the Emergency Committee for Zionist 
~£fairs was held on April 29 at 41 East 42nd Street, New 1ork. 

PR3::SE.JT a Judge Levinthal, nresidinga Mr. Greenberg, Mrs. Pool, Mrs. Rosensohn, 
Dr. Silver, Mr. Szold, Dr. \1ise. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr.Neumann, Mr. \·eisgal. 

k. Weizmann's 1:rork in 11 asning,tgn: 
Mr. Neumann reported the.t Dr. \,eizmann had conferred with Mr. Sumner 

Uel.J,s; Lord Halifax, 1'-ir. \,ine.nt and hr. Do~ld l~elson. Mr. Kinant had askecl. f'or 
a meillo·re.ndum on the Jev,ish n.rmy_ which had been i.>repared • 

. Mr. Szold suggested that an: .. interview ,.._,ith the Chief of Staff 
be sought, ,,1.th a view to clarifying the situation with regard to n Jewish 
~ilitary Force in Palestine. 

Publicat1,ons ,. 
Mr. Neumann reported that Professor Hanna's book was to be issued soon 

at (-2.50. In vie"' of the fact that at the instance of the Emergency Committee ...,, 
various chl'.nges had been made in the text and en introduction nreparod by 
Josephus Daniels, he believed the Jmergency Committee should guarantee the sale 
of some of the volumes. 

Mr. Szold pointed out that the book was not Zionist ~roryuganda. In 
fact its thesis was the irreconciliabiJity of the Jewish and Arab claims to 
Pales tine. However, in vie,,, of the circumstances, he believed we were commi tte4 
to 1take some of the books~ It was agreed that l•ir. Szold and 1-ir. lJeumann be given 
discretion to spend from ~300 to G500 for the purchase of copies of the book, 

Mr. 3zold ~lso reported that upon investigation he believed that the 
book which Dr. Lo,,,dermilk had undertHken to nrepare on Palestine's absorptive 
car:>acity vould involve various expenditures. He was convinced that some one 
would have to be employed to do the ~pade work for Dr. Lowdermill~, in addition to 

clerical ~ssistance. He said that he thought the nroject "'orth SPending some 
thousands of dollars on. It was agreed that the project was in iJDnortant one, 
and Mr. Szold was authorized to draw, as he saw fit, for necessary help in pre­
paring the volume. He and l•4r. iieumann are to look about for e. suitable candidate 
to assist Dr. Lowdermilk. 

Mr. Neumann brought to the attention of the Committee the anti­
Zionist article by Hr. Van Ess a:i,pearing in the current issue of .~ia. He said he 
",ould try to secure the coooere.tion of ~-iiss Pearl Bue .. ::: and others to have a pro­
Zionist artiole ~ublished in Asia. 

Ognte.cte w.t,th Indians and Oh;i.nese 
Mr. Neumann suggested that it would be ~,orth\-rhile for Zitr»nists to 

secure the friendly cooperation of the Chinese end the Hindus. In connection with 
the Hindus he emphasized th~t gre~t caution ~,ould have to be exercised lest the 
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British in any 'way misconstrue our suooort of their cAuse. 

Dr. Ooldmlllln said that the Chinese representatives in Geneva had been 
mnsistent friends of the Je,.._1.sh National Home. The Chinese were a powerful moral 
force, whose friendshin and cooneration it would be well to secure. He agreed too, 
that it would be well to ryroceed i·ith the utmost discretion in any negotiations 

with the Hindus. 

JEWISH ARMY COMMITTEE 

Dr. Goldmann reported that, according to a previous decision, the matter 

of reopening negotiations with the Jewish Army Commit~!~ had been discussed with 
Dr. \leizniann. Dr. Weizmann had expressed the opinion T in view of the fact that 
ahe innuence of the Je"rish Army Committee was daily growing stronger and that 
their activities were causing confusion in the minds of our friends, if a way 
could be found, without sacrificing princioles, to cOJ#e to an understanding ~rith 
them, it sl-iould be done. Dr. Goldmann said that he would be prepared to have a 
prelillp.nary talk with Mr. Strelein of the Je,-•ish ~y Committee if he had the 
supoort of the Emergency Committee. He said that if' we did not come to some 
mutual understanding, we would find many disciplined Zionists falling into the 
hands of the Revisionists. If, he sa.id, the Jewish Army Committee would undertake 
to remove all members of the Irgun from positions of responsibility on its 
Executive Cor:1mittee, e.nd agree to an ~ecutive Director approved by us,he thought 
a way coul~ be found for cooneratiou and strongly urged that this be done~ 
' 

• • •. Dr. Silver said . that purely on the merits of the case , 
he would also urge that in the interests· of American Zionism a way be found to 
cooperate with the Jewish Army Committee, which, if allowed to continue, would 

have serious effect$ on the American Zionist movement. 
if 

Mr. Wertheim noihted out that/we were active and streng enough ourselves, 
we would not need to coo~erate or comnromise with the Je~ish Army Committee; if 
we were to do it because of our ,.,_,eakness in the matter of the Army it \<ould be 
dangerous. 

Mrs. Pool and Mrs. Rosensohn also objected to the reopening of any 
negotiations with the Army Committee. 

By. a ma3ority of one it was voted not to reopen negotiations with 
the J e,-,ish Army Oommi t tee. 

Mrs. Rosensohn suggested that the matter was too vital to be decided 
oy the Office Committee and recommended that it be referred to a full meeting of 
the Emergency Committee. It was so.,greed. 

MIZRACHI 
The question of an additional representative of Mizrachi to the 

Office Committee was referred to a full meeting of the ~mergency 0ommittee, 
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OONF_IDiNTIAL 

AMERIQIN NROENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

May 5, 1942. 

A meeting of the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs was 
held.on Tuesday evening, Mar 6, 1942. 

PRESENT• Judge Levinthal, presiding; Messrs. Cruso, Goldstein, P.L. Goldman, 
.Furmansky, Rabbi Levinthal, Lirysky, Rothenberg, Segal, Wertheim; 
Mesdames Benjamin, Gottesman, Feder, Jacobs, Pool, Shulman, 
Mr. Itzkowitz. 

Dr. Goldmann·, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal, Judge Rosenblatt. 
Miss Leibel, Mr. Isreeli, Judge Rosenblatt. 

REPORI' OF DR. GOLDMANN 

Dr. Goldmann reported, on behalf of the Office Committee, as fohlowss 

l. He reported on information received with reference to the visit to 
England of the- High Oommissioner. 

2. T~~ boa~s with Roumanian refugees had landed in Turkey. One of the 
boa~s with 18 passengers on board was now en route to Palestine. Certificates 
had been granted them with the consent of the Government. It was believed that 
this change in the policy of the Colonial Office and the Palestine Administra­
tion was a result of the pressure exercised in the case of the "Struma 11 • In 
that connection Dr. Weizmann had formally and emphatically conveyed to the 
new Colonial Secretary his opinion of the unfitness of the High Commissioner for 
his post. 

3. Dr. ~eizmann and Mr. Ben-Ourion had both reported various interviews 
held in Washington on behalf of the Jewish ~ilitary force. Field Marshall Sir 
John DW had been seen and had shown a positive attitude. Lord Oranborne, the 
New Colonial Secretary, and Mr. Casey, who had been put in charge of Near East 
affairs, might both be regarded as un~rejudioed in our affairs snd there was s 
some hope that they might be more helpful than their oredeoeearors in the matter 
of the Jewish Army. 

IEPQRr BY Mfl. NEUMANN 

l'-lr, Neumann supplemented Dr. Goldmann ts report as follO\Wst 

1. Dr. Weizmann had discussed the matter of the Army with the Under­
Secretary of State. The letter had indicated that the matter was complicated 
in the eyes of the military authorities by the fact that the multiplicity of 
national units in the Middle East was at times a source of difficulty. A 
senior official in the State Department, on the other hand, expressed confidence 
that the matter of the Jewis!r0~~1Vtrs getting somewhere," though he offered 
no specific information. 

2. Senator Edwin Johnson had made a speech on the floor of the Senate at 
the instanceof the Jewish Army Committee. He had previously promised to speak 
on the matter of the "Struma" from the Senate noor but had been advised by ~ 
official quarters to refrain from so doing in the present rather embara88id ,.. 
state of relations with the British. Mr. Neumann 8'ded that, in gene al, it was 
difficult to define with any clarity the attitude of official circles in 
Washington, since the attitude of various individuals in the gover?llDent were 
often confiioting on our matters. 
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3. Dr. \leizmenn had seen Lord Halifax, Br. Donald Helson, Mr. Winant, 
Mr. , ·allace and Ambassador Litvinoff. 

4. American Palestine Committee Dinners 
Plans for the dinner on May 25th were proceeding. Senator Wagner is to 

~ preside and the main address of the evening is to be delivered by Dr. Weizmann. 
Thirty minutes of radio time had been arranged for, ten minutes of which would be 
taken by special broadoaste from London. 

5. Rabbis Milton Steinberg and Philip Bernstein were continuing to do 
# effective work among the Christian clergy, including the formation of a committee. 

Mr. Neumann suggested that something along the same lines might be done in organ­
izing academicians sympathetic to Zionism. 

6. Dr. Lowdermilk is to prepare an authoritative study on Palestine, and 
Professor Harlow is to prepare a volume addressed 1:tc the Christian world present­
ing the Zionist picture from that point of view. 

In this connection Judge Levinthal ennounced that the Z,()A was planning 
to publish a collection of Justice Brandeis 1s pamphlets and speeches on Zionism, 
the introduction of which wbilld be written by Justice Frankfurter. 

Judge Rothenberg proµosed that the time was ripe for a public~tion on 
"The Zionist Case" ehich should be pl'epared by some outstanding historimt. The 
public relations committee is to consider this suggestion. 

MIZRA® 

Mr. Lourie reported oh corres~ondence with the Mizrachi requesting tw 
members on the Office Committee. 

After discussion it was agreed on the pr oposal of Ir. Wertheim that in 
order to meet the Mizrachi request, the category of members at large on the Office 
IJommittee be eliminated altogether, and it was resolved to amend Article VI 
Section 1 to reads 

ARTICLE VI, Section 11 " OFFICE OOMHITTE~ • 
Between meetings of the full Committee, the business of the 
Committee shall be conducted by an Office Committee to be 
elected by the Committee and to be comnosed as follows, 
three members representing the Zionist Organization of America; 
three members representing Hadassah, the Women's Zionist 
Organization of America, two members representing Poale Zion; 
and t'IJO members representing Mizrachi. The representatives of 
the four organizations which shall compose the Office Oommittee 
shall be designated by the respective groups (a)(b) (o) (d) 
from among the members of the Committee. In addition to the 
ten thus designated, the following shall also be members of 
the Office Committee , to wit, the Chairman and treasurer of the 
Committee. The Office Committee shall elect its o-wn Chairman 
and such other officers as it may see fit." 

Several of those present asked to have it recorded that in their view 
the procedure adopted by the I:iarachi to gain their point was an undesirable one, 
but that in the interests of unity they were willing to grant them their request. 

OONFERZ~Qi DECLARATION 
A draft of the resolution to be presented to 

discussed. Various mggestionswere made, and it was 
redraft the resolution in accordance with the sense 
proposals. 

the Conference was read end 
decided that a sub-committee 
of the recommendations and 

A.Lourie. 
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AMERICAfl PAL]STINE TRADL~O CORF. 

1140 BROADtAJ, NS\. YORK 

Dr. Chaim reizmann 
President, World Zionist Organization 
Hotel St. Regis 
New York, N.Y. 

Dr. Dr. \/eizmanna 

May 13, 1942. 

I respectfully beg to submit the following data pertaining to AMPAL-AMERICAN 
PAL]STIN~ TRADING Corporrtion, ite' objects, activities and achievements• 

In order to avoid chaos and misrepresentations in the sale of Palestinian 
securities in this country, particularly in the solicitation of investments, 
and to nrevent competing activities among the usual circles or Zionists end 
friends, and with a view to establishing a market for sound Palestine securi­
ties in the United States, it was decided in Palestine in December 1941 to 
establish an American investment corporation, the main objects of which would, 
inte~ alia, be to issue and sell its' own stock and ~onds in U.S. Dollars,and 
to co-ordinate and centralize the handling of exports from the u.s.1. to 
Palestine, and, after the wer, to act as the unde?'11riters for Palestinian 
undertakings in the financial market in the United ~tates. 

The caoital raised through sele of shares and bonds in the u~S.A. would be 
either invested in securities of, or loaned to Palestinian Public institutions 
controlled by the Jewish Agency and/or the Histadrut~. In view of the fact 
that Palestine is in the Sterling area, it was decided that, for the duration, 
AmT)al would invest its funds in various Palestinian projects only through 
the fund-raising agencies in the U.S.A., in order to ensure repayment in 
Dollars. For example, the main two sources or investment for Ampal \'.iould be 
the Keren Kayemeth for new land""1Purohases, water suoply, etc., and the Keren 
Hayesod, Oewerkshaften etc., for other pur,oses. Thus, of the funds already 
raised by this corporation, f50,000 was loaned to the JIJF against their 
notes, and similar loan to Mekorot is under negotiation. 

It is believed, thPt if an American corporation engaging in investment and 
trading activities, will become a nermanent factor in the U.S.A., large 
amounts of caTJital will be attracted . hlso, by centralizing and coordinating 
the Palestine ryurchases in this country, this cornor8tion will eventually be 
in a uosition to obtain credit, perticule.rly in commodities, ,,,hich will be so 
urgently required after the war for our \''Ork: in Palestine. It is obvious that 
the United .::>tates ,-,ill be the only available source of suD1)ly for machinery, 
eouiryment, re.\,r material etc. for Palestine, e.nd it should be borne in mind, 
that most credits extended by U.S. Governmental agencies, such as the R.F.C., 
EX0ort-Im·,)ort Be.nt and others, to foreign countries orior to the Lend-Leese 
Act, vere handled b;r similar TrE1ding Vor1orPtions. For inst~nce, credits to 
China wera handled by the it.merica-Chine Trading corporation, to Fidand by the 
American Finnish Trading Co., and to hussia by ~mtorg. 

The founders of this Oor-oorHtion believe that it will be much easier to obtain 
credits, both in cash and commodities, in this country, through such a 
Trading Oor~oration, rather than through charitable fund-raising organizations, 
for the following reesone1 
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( 1) No America.n Bank or Insurance Oo., or any busir.e ss house for 
th~t matter , ~rill ever extend credit to a charitable organization, 

( 2) If a loan is noated by either the Keren ~:ayemeth or the h.eren 
Hayesod, who are beneficiaries of the U.J. .... , objection would undoubtedly 
be raised by the other beneficiaries of the U.$.h, 

(3) In the event of a l erge loan already being floated, the Bonds 
must usually be of large denominations, thus nrecluding small investors from 
particip-aring. 

(4) Any loan must, per force, have a time limit, and the organi zation 
floating it cannot go on indefinitely soliciting investments. 

If such a loan is noated by an investment corporation, whose permanent task it 
is to solicit inve r, tments , no objections could be raised by any fund-raising 
agency, sh~res of small denominations are offared in any amount, thus attract­
ing large numbers of small investors, there is no time limit to its activities 
find there are a number of additional advant cges in handling collll.1ercial orders 
from Palef1tine. 

In order to make nossible the attainment of the aforementiuned objects, it 
would be necessary to make this the Zionist Investmant and 'i'r ading Corporation. 
The establishment of this corporation was decided u:)on in Palestine in Dec:ember 
1941, and if it ,,,ere not for travelling difficu:hties, i.Jr . .n.rthur hunpin was 
scheduled to go to the United dtates for this purpose. The corporation was 
registered under t he Stock lior,iorati0n Lair•s of the \,)t E' te of IJe,., Yor"k on 
February 6, 1q42, and since the rer istrati on, we have ~old in three cities over 
~100,000 worth of stock 8nd there is no doubt , tha t if our activities will be 
helryed by the Zionist Llovernent, we may e~'T)ect to raise considerable funds for 
financing our work in ~retz Israel. 

re enclose a concise nrosDectus of this cor-1oration stating it~ objects and 
aims. The follov,ing were norninate<1 in Palestine and now serve as the Board 
of Directors 1 

Dr. ~lbert K. Enstein, Chicago Ill -
~dmund I. Kaufm~nn , Washington, D. C. -
Chas. Brown Los Angeles, Oal. 
Louis begal Uew York Uity, 1J . Y. 
Dr. Herman Seidel Baltimore, Md. 
~braham Dickenstein New York 
Benjamin R. Harris Chicago, Ill. 
Isaac Hamlin New York 

fresident 
Chairman of Boa rd 
Vice-President 

" " 
Vice-Chairman 
Secretery-Treasurer , 
Director ,, 

We shall be very grateful to you if you v•ill please give this matter your 
,esteemed attention and bring it before the Zionist movement in America. 

Al"1ays at your services to furnish any additional information, \Te remain : 
dePr Dr. \.eizmann, 

Respectfully yours, 

(Signed) A. Dic~censtein 
Secretery. 
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, , At the request of D:.. ... 7."ei znrmn I a,ttc,ch copy of ~- l etter to hir.i 
fror.1 :~r. :Jicl:enstein. In his note to me Dr. "Jei z.i-:1c1.n11 st ri.tes: 

"I believe t he.t it TToulo. be of great vri..lue i f the 3nerGency 
Comnittee r1ncl. t ~1e tTTo fund-raising i nstitutions nould take 
note of tl1e contents of this letter l'.nd cooperr\te ,:,i th 
~-~r. Dickenstein. rte hc.s nade ,'."'. modest beginning, but I c1J;1 
B,ssured thD.t ,;1i th t he help of the ZOA this thing can brou 
to considerp,ble dimensions. If, in En:;l o.nd, ue have suc­
ceec1ed in obtaining investnents in l and t hrouGh ~he incorporg­
tion bot1.1een private interests pnc1 the JNF, it nould p robD,bl~r 
be possible to do it here on a muc:1 larger see.le. I CP,n not 
help pointing out tb-c"l.t the time for purchasing large tre,cts 
of lruid is nou; l~ter on prices nill probably soar to great 
heights. 11 

~ -
,4·.1,, • .Li. 
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A m~eting of the Office Committee of the Er.1ergency Comnittee for Zionist 
AffP.irs TT~.s held on 'Jed.nesday, Ee.y 13, 1942 1 at 4:30 P. ·~. £'.t 41 Ea.st 42nd Street , 
He':7 York. 

. . . . 
PRESEHT: Ju~ge Levinth?,l, presiding:. Irr. 3ublick, I:r. Gel1n[1n, ~r. Greenberg, 

Dr. Goldstein, l.!rs. Jacobs, Hr. Lipsky, Ilrs. Pool, l!rs. ~osensohn, 
l.Ir, Szold, rr. :r~rtheim, Dr. iTise. 

Dr, 'ITeizr.iann, l.1r. Een-Gurio~, Dr. Golonenn. 

I.Ir. Lourie, i. r. lTeumnnn, iir. ~Teisgal. 

. . 
Dr. "Jeizmann reported on an intervien nith AJ:Jbassador Litvinoff nho 

ha4 shom1. a warm e.nd ap~arently_sympathctic interest in our problems. Dr. 
Ueizmann had also had an encouraging intervien rri th 1:r. II. In ~.ddi tion, 
i!r. £ eumann had l:\,rranged for Dr. ileizt1ann to s~e Se:;ie.tor "Je.::;ner n.nd three or 
four other seµators. Senator 7agner he.d requested a nemorandum on some of 
the matters raised ~nd this nas being prepe.red. Dr. 'ITeimann also sa.rr Field 
l~arshall Dil},. 

. Dr. jeiZii,le.nn recommended ~he.~ s9me of the paper~ read a~ the 
Extraordinary Conference be published in p~.mphlet form, especially those of 
lir. Ben-Guri9n, I.Ir. Dickenstein, lir. A. K. ]pstein and Dr. Silver. 

Dr. ~eizoann went on to say that a Good deal of our energies ha~ been 
focused on the Jeuish Army question, end rightly so, but he did wan~ to 
bring to the attention of the Committee also another natter of inportance. 
There are to•day 600,000 dunens of le.nd available for sale in Palestine. . 
Acquisition of this land uould be of very great value - ultimately also from 
the political point of view, and a canp~ign s~ould be org~nized to that end. 
Dr. J'eizmann referred to a scheme involving private investment uhich had been 
introduced uith great success in ~ngland. Dr. Jeizmann reported th~t this 
scheme night not be suitable for American conditions but the l!ational Fund here 
uould no doupt give it full consideration. 

Dr. Goldstein stated the.t he had presented the me.tter to the 
Conference and ue.s sure that if Dr. "i:ei zne.nn uould assist him e.nd that if the 
Energency,Comnittee TTould lend its official sponsorship to the project, a 
great de8.l of money could be raised for the purchase of the large e.reas norr 
available. 

l1r. Ben-Gurion reported on various iteos of infomation he had 
recently received from Palestine: 

1. The idea of an A;-e.b Federu.tion continues to neat TTi th the strong opposition 
of the French in Syria, and ~mong the Arebs themselves there are great 
divergencias of vieu. For the time being eccordingly, further progress in 
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that direction on the part of protaeonists of the Federntion idea ru:1ong nenbers 
of the PBlestine administr~tion hn.s been deferred. 

2. The Palestine adninistre.tion continues to pursue a policy of seeking to 
come to termo TTith the Arab extrenists. They nre considering a plan to create 
en Ara9 Agency to parallel the JeTTish Agency. It TTas believed thttt the High 
Commissioner m2,~r h.-'l..ve gone to London to discuss this plan Ji th the Colonial 
Office. 

3. The shortage of labor in PRlestine is becoming more and more acute. On 
the other hand fµrther denands D.re being oade by the British for nnn-poTTer in 
connection 1ith the nar. Palestine JeTTry has provided technicians for Syria,Iraqt 
IrM and Eritrea. At such::,, time, the continued internment of the "Darien" 
p~ssengers in Athlit remnins a.serious problem. 

4. ueuish Eilite.ry Force: .Er. :Sen-Gurion se.id he felt it his duty to point 
out again the.urgency of effective political action in this country in connection 
TTi th the Je'.7ish army me.tter. The feeli~1g in P~,lestine is that the dDnger is 
comin.;;, nearer. i7hile it is not in our p0\1er to remove the danger, nor \Till e..n 
addi tiona;t. 30 ,ooo soldiers be decisive in the ne,r, they mo.:r be decisive in e. 
;~iddle Zast battle. And such P, be,tt le na.y be decisive f0r the nhole future of 
Pa,lestine. I-Ie se.id he ua,s convinced that appropriate political nction on the 
part of Jeus e.nd Zionists in kierica coul1 bring n change in attitude on the 
part of the :British 9n the question of the Je\7ish e.rmy. Thousands of JeTTS, 
mobilized in time in Palestine, could, perl1D.ps, S?,Ve Palestine. It uas the 
zero hour, Bnd in I.Ir. :Ben ... Gurion' s opinion this !:latter constituted the raost 
important task confronting .American Zionizm today. ·:oreover. if oree.nized 
Zionists do not start to uork in a responsible a.nd effective TTBY, . the activities 
of tho JeTTish Army Committee nould not only strengthen that body P.t the expense 
of the Zionist org8.nizations, but uould onl~r do he.r:i to the cause. The Zionists 
here must CTake their voices heard in the press, in the Senato end elsewhere. 
There uas age.in an opportunity in tl1.c1,t nen like Casey and Au.chinleck, nou 
at the head of affairs in the I:iddle ~nst, uere not prejudiced against the 
proposal, and he bel~evecl that effective ~ction might still be tnl':en. 

. . 
lfo,val Uni ts: l"r. Ben-Gurion reported tbat the :British lfavy 112.d requeste9-

the Jeuish ~ency for · 1,000. men for e, nc9,vc1.l unit to t;'ll8,rd the Suez Canal. The 
request had been nade despite the opposition of the Palestine Administration. 
The Adn~nistration did, hoTiever, succeed in introducing here, too, the principle 
of parity e,s betueen JeTTs and Arabs, though in this case it had no pre.ctical 
nea.ning. It had b~en arrenged that: 

1, Jer,s TTill serve in JerTish navE'-1 uni ts. . 
2~ There ryill be Jeuish officers and non-co11issioned officers. 
3. The? '7ill be sent to the ~ar ~ast onl~l if they consent. 
4. Tl1ei r pe,y end. fflmi l:T c,110\12.nces are to be on the same see.le 

as the British receive (i.e. unlil~e the Amy nrrangenents). 

1:i:cJGOTIATIOlTS :TITH HON-ZIONISTS 

Judge Levinthnl snid he had the inpression tlUl,t . r. :ert~eim believed 
"Je TTere stalling in our neGoti£1.tions TTi th the non-Zionists. It TTD.S pointed out 
tb.?,t there ua,s no justification for such n feeling on the pa,rt of ~!r. 'Jertheim, 
inasmuch as it uas three months after the 1.1eetinG on Decenbar 19th before ha 
comnunice.ted ui th us, nor had any, uri tten propos'='.ls been received on behalf of 
the At1erican Jeuish Conr.1i ttee for consideration by the Zionists. 
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• . Dr. :7eizm?lln said he nould be glad. to coopere,te in e;ny ,10.y ni th the 
• Committee in these negotie.tions, but he clid not coIISider it rri;Je to carry on 

private converso.tions. ·.Irs. Pool urgec_ that ue formulate the pro{;ran r,hich ne 
rrent thera to a~cept, re.ther tlwn Mve then formulate e~ progr;:,.m. 

Dr. Gol0.mann emphasized t~ fact that in P,11 the converse.tions no 
coillJ!litnents ha.~ been made e..nd no formal memorenduo drafted. 

!Ir. Ben-Gurion said it ua~ a matter nhich could not, in nny case 9 be 
ha.s ti l;:r concluded, but tht1.t it was import~.nt there shoulcl be cl.?,ri ty ~d agree­
Llent on our part as to uhat rre uanted. 3e reporte~ tl12.t he had been invited 
to c1,ddress t:1e .;J'eTTish L~.bor Como.ittee r-.nd h .. ".d e.ccepted the invi t o.tion. 

l.Irs. Pool ~uggested that the resolution passed at the Conference 
might be used as t he Zionist formule. and that it be sent to lir. 17ertheim as 
reflecti~g our.program. 

. !.~r. Szold suggested that a covering latter be prepared to go ui th 
th~ resoluti9n M4 that l~r. ~ertheim be informed that such a letter was being 
vrritten. At a meeting of . the sub-committee the letter should be presented by 
Dr. 17eizmnnn. Ur. Szold said he believed tM,t c1.. more effective method than 
sending the letter "cold". 

This suggestion TTas Ullc.'\Il.imously accepted, end :.~r. Lipsky Tie.s asked 
to draft the le~ter. 

l.Irs. Pool requested that she should be included on t he sub-com:.1i ttee. 

On the question of so-called "political ne,tionalism" on TThich the 
non-Zionists nera placing gree.t enphasis, the point was nade that uhat the 
AmericAn Jeuish CoJlltlittee really wanted uas the dissolution of the jor~d Jewish 
Congress. Various nenbers present expressed t he view th.c".t this TT&.s not a Hatter 
uhich the Emergency Committee representatives could or should consider. 

VI1i:.A11IlIB FOR PAL:JSTI1'1E 

l!rs. Pool brou0 ht up the question of supplying vi te;nin B for the 
children of P~.lestine, since it had been brought to her [-1,ttention th~.t there TTere 
a number of cases of pellagra and beri-beri due to ir.iproper nutrition as a result 
of the uar. 

Dr. Jeizoann pointed out th~t the vitaoin complex necessary to 
combe.t pellagre was nade fron yeast, of TThich Palestine had a larJe quantity. 
The Sieff Institute uo.s in e. position to n ~nufe.cture the ~ecesse,ry vi tenins on 
an a.deque,te scale and it seened obviousl~r better to have this done in Palestine 
the.n to obtain the vitrunins here and then ship thet1 there. 

FOLLOTI' UP 01 co1nrE3:smCE: ~pointment of sub-cor.mittees 

Er. Szold suggested that t he chBirmo.n of t~1e Office Col!lni tte~ be 
authorized to appoint a. sub-corrmittee to follow up the matter of en .Aoerican Zbrnst 
Federation uhich had been brought up at the Confere~ce. This was ~greed. 
He further recomoended the e,ppointnent of e, sub-conr.1ittee on t he ne.tter of a 
single Zionist publication to repre~ent all parties. This was e.greed. 

At the suggestion of .ir. Szold it rm.s also decided to appoint a sub­
coL.1ni ttee to explore t :1e possibilities of arr2nging for a snall uorking Conferenco 
of Zionists fr0t1 different parts of the country. 
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EXPElIDI T'(B]S ON OFF! CE AOCOUl!T 

It nae agreed the,t the tre~surer be authorized to exercise jurisdic­
tion in regard to expenditures on routine office matters, such as salary 
adjustments, employment of stenogrnphic staff, etc. 

Such authorization nas granted, ryith the proviso that no single 
item exceed $200.00. 

:SOOK BY P:tOFESS<E !r.ARLO\7 

The treasurer uas authorized to spend up ~o $500.00 in connection 
with a book to be nritten by Professor Harlow of Smith College presenting the 
Zionist program from the point of view of a Christian. In this connection it 
was agreed that there should be a sub-comnittee of the Office Connittee on 
publications. 

AaAB-J'EUISH BELATIOUS 

. Hrs. Pool refl.d portions of a letter nhich trrns beine sent by Hadasse.h 
to the Office Committee TTith reference to the natter of the Ar~b--Jeuish Relations 
Comnittee. 

It TTns agreed this should be taken U!> at the next neeting. 

CONFE?.EUCE REPORT 

Hrs. Pool proposed that a single issue of the He.dassah J:Te't'Tsletter, 
the Hew Palestine a,n~. the Jeuish frontier be devoted to r, comD.on report on the 
Conference e.ncl to be issued jointly .. Her propose,l was •:rp,rnly received, but the 
practical difficulties, such as printers' contrBcts, etc. seemed to be in­
sumountable and no action was taken. 

A.L. 
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17ednesda:r, Eay 20~ 1942. 

A 11eeting of the Office Committee of the Er.lergenc? CoI!lDittee for 
Zionist Affairs ue.s held on "Jednesdny , ::~y 20, at 4:30 P. I:. 

. . 
PRI:S~l!T: Judge Levintml, presidinG; !·esd.Dnes Epstein, Jc:-i,cobs, Pool; 

!Ir, Gellman, Dr. 9oldstelin, Mr .. Greenberg, Mr . . ~/ertheim, Dr. 1.·ise. 

Dr. Goldnann, t:r. Lourie, "iro iT0unann, i .r. -:i"eisgal. 

NEGOTIATIONS 11.ITH NOH-ZIONISTS 

The dr:i..ft of a letter to !:r. :.raurice i7ertheim, in e.ccordance ui th 
the decision of the previoiJS Meeting , rrci,s presented. 

The letter i ncluded t he ~esolution passed ~t t he recent Conf~rence 
as ~n api1endix, and a quotation fro□ a speech 9f Dr. Gold.T1 c:-i.n..11 1 s e.t t he Conference. 
There uas considerc:.ble cliscussion on the inclusion of this qu.utation. I.Ir~. Jacobs 
believed that it uas inadvisable to include Dr. Golcnann1 s statenent us t hough it 
were the authoritative definition and formul~tion of the Zionist positione 

It nas fin8,lly agreed to i ncorporate the Conference 3.esolution in the 
body of the letter and elso the quote,tion fron :Jr. Golclnunn1 s speech. As far as 
the latter TTe.s concerned, endorser.1ent by t he CotlTli tt ee should be lini ted to the 
phrase "no dissent frou this statenent uas expres sed at t he confe r ence", It was 
decided further that t he letter should not be presented at t he nee ting but sent to 
the non-Zionists in advnnce as this was likely to fe,cilitate discussion. 

Fil-':'.'UTCIA:L ~OaT OF TEE Cc»TFE?JJlJCE 

l.!r. Lourie reported th<;1.t t he expenses for t he Conference rrere ui thin 
a feu dollars of. the anount budgeted f9r. 

:Jr. i7ise expressed to !:r. 'Jeis [;e.l the Comnittee 1 s deep appreciation 
for his na,nage□ent of t l1e Conference. 

1. i:r. -eumann reported on pl2ns for t he c.inne:.· of t he American P:,,lestine Comr.1i ttee 
as fo~lous: 

e.. T110 to three hundred accept{lllces had o..lree,d~r been received. 
bp It had been P.rrv,nged that represent ~tives of various forei ,·;n 6overnnents 

should give brief creetings. 
c. Senators "Jasner. e,nd !:c1,:ar:.r ,.-,ere to be present. Sir :rornan AnGell 

rrn,s invited to speel-:: nnd the !:le.in f'.ddress of t he oveninc uould be 
a.elivered b~r Dr. 17'eizrie..nn. 

d. Radio addresses by Lord jed:3"i1ood, Arthur Greenuood ~nd Pierre Cot 
had been arr~n6ed. 

2. In a te..llc TTi th P. senio::.., off icie.l of t he .3tata :Jepnrt:.1ent, ~:r. Feunann had 
learned tlk~t there 't'TaS a possi bili t J thr.t ~ .Americf'n Oomnission Tiould be sent to 
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t~1e l:ear Zast sone tir.1e in the fnllo 

3. The Universit~r of Olu.ce.Go is to conc.uct .~ seninar on l~ee,r East Affairs 9 
fine.need bJr the Sarris l)emori['.1 :?oundation. Four lectureJf'sc.nd 25 ~est experts 
are scheduled to sper,k. T:1e l~cturers include ?:::·9fessor Gibb of J!1Gl~cl, t1ell 
known as e, pro-Are.b; I.Ir. iiac!.~urrc:1,y, forner United Stntes .Ambctssador to Turkey, 
Professor ~ncy -;]right and !:ro ~:o..lcolr.1 ilacJonald.o 

It uas agreed tlll\t efforts be na.de to have the Zionist point of viei"T represented 
e,t the se::iinar. 

4. Publication of Professor :-Io11ard1 s book on tl1e :·ang-Crane Conlli1ission night be 
expected shortly. 

5. In r,, tglk ni th the neu hend of the l~ear East . Division of the Office of the 
Coordinator of Inforr:1e,tion, ~-~r. iTeunann h[~d discussed the possibility of arr:"nging 
for broadcasts to Pe,lestine to be made in Hebrer10 There uas sone hope the,t this 
rr9uld pe done. 

6. Irr. Heumann again recomrJended that it uould be timely to ~c1ert2lce the publica­
tion of c1, survey end report on Palestine to be sponsored possibly py e. c;rot1:p of dis·" 
tinguished Ar1ericens, per:1<.~ps the .Anerican Peles tine Con.r-1i ttee. It TTP.S sµgc;ested 
that before ::1al~ing plans for t his I the natter be discussed ni t:;.1 Dr. Berkson, uho is 
about to undertaJ:ce a Palestine r~searcl:i. project fin£,nced by the Esco Fu.ndo 

. . 
l.:r. i'reum2nn r,,nd :.:::., 0 S zola. uere authorized to engP..r~e c.n assistant to 

Hr. Ueumann, to replace !.Ir~ Petego1-s~Ja 

COU?.T OF HOl{O:i:l 

. It. 11as decio.ec. to request Jud6e 3.osenble,tt, Ur. lkidi tch 9 e,nd 
Dr. :Blur.1enfelc1 to constitute themselves a Court of ~Ionor in t:10 case of .. r .. Thursz 
[lJ1d i.:r. Subotnik, 

.A. L. 
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"Jednesday, May 27, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Comni ttee of the Emer6enc;r Com1.1i ttee for 
Zionist Affairs uas held on Wednesdey, ?.:ay 27, at 41 E~st 42nd Street . . 

PRESENT: Judge Levinthal. (presiding); I.ir. Gelhnan 9 Mr. Greenberg, 1:rs. Je.cobs, 
Mi~s Leibel, l1Ir • . Lipsky, !.!rs. Rosensohn, ~r. Szold, l-fr. Wertheim; 

Dr. Goldmann, Ur. Lourie, 1:r. Heumann, ·,1r. i7eisgal. 

N.ZGOTIATIOlJS ITITH NON-ZIONISTS 

. Llr. i1eisgal reported that he had shown Mr. Uertheim tho 
letter (incl~ding. the conference leclaration) Tihich the Emergency Committee had 
decided to send to the Non-Zionist Sub-committe~ as a basis for discussion at the 
next meeting. I.Ir. Wertheim had doubted the advisability nf the letter, and had 
submitted a fonnu;i.a, defining Jewish nationalism. 

. . 

Mr •. i7eisga,l rec.d to the Office Committee the dra.ft of a sto.tement 
submitted by I:Ir. U'ertheim for accept~nce. There TTas considerable d.iscussion on 
the statement. !.Ir. Gellmo.n said that a:ny effor·c to define Jeuish na.tionrtlism was 
likely to produc~ more conflicts th.9.n pee.ca. Zionists and. non-Zionists should 
find comnon ground on work for Palastine nithout se~king agreement on ideological 
definitions. Z!r. Greenberg said that he ~1ould hesitate to define TThat JeTTish 
ni?,tionalism is but that we could say whnt it is not. I-ie perscnr-\ll~r rroulcI be 
ash...~ed ~o make a statement of loyalty to the United States of the kind envisaged 
by the non-Zionists, uhich in itself conveyed suspicion that t~t loyalty was being 
impugned. He suggested thAt it be stated that we are prepared to accept the spirit 
of their formula sµbject to agreement on the. Pe.lestine program. 

Mrs. Rosensohn agreed uith Mr. Greenberg's point uith regard to a 
stateme~t of.loyalty to the United States. Dealing nith ~nother point made, howeverJ 
she thought that it was necessary to let the non··Zionists nave something in 
writing. Dr. Golfuna.nn was of the opinion that from the beginning of the discussion 
at the next meeting ui th the non-Zionists it should be insisted that they 9-ee.l ui th 
the Palestine program, as he believed that they \7ere very far from agreement with 
us on that and that it TTas desirable to clarify the position at this stage. Agree­
ment should rest on a program of action, ~.nd not of definitions. Judge Levinthal 
agreed that this might be des~rable but he doubted uhether it uould be sufficient 
for the purposes of agreement uith the non-Zionists to omit reference to that point 
which was troubling them most. 

Mrs. Jacobs agreed that it uould ordinarily be bad taste for an 
.American to emphasize his loyalty to the United Stat~s in the uay proposed, but 
she thought that the i~plications of Zionism are sv~h that some consideration must 
be given to the vi~ws of non-Zionists in this regard. 

Mrs. Rosensohn asked to have recorded the strong exception taken 
by Mrs. Pool and others to the calling together of the meeting of the Zionist­
non-Zionist negot~ating committee on a Friday evening. 

l.1:i. ... Szold said that he believed the,t there had been sor1e progress 
RS a result of the negotiations. If the formula prepared b:r the non-Zionists had 
been c;iven to him "cold", his reaction, too, would have been to regard it as a 
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bar to a~r eement, but the formula had to be viened in the light of the history of 
these niscussions. He would like to make a practical susgestion. . He tho1.,ght 
that a talk betneen F and R might offeT a uay out. It should be possible to 
convince~ that a statement in the present form was not desirable. Ur. Szold 
thought that. the ne~tiations he.d shovm that t here TTere no fundamental obstacles 
to agreenent with the non-Zionists, thouBh the existing f o!'mulation might not be 
satisfactory. 

It was finally agreed that a letter be sent to lir. ITertheim stating 
that the draft sub:nitted by him indicates that the t wo bodies are in substantial 
agreement, ~lthough the fonnul~tion still called for careful consid9ration; that 
Friday's ueeting of the sub-committee shou.lc"~ procee c.l to a consideration of the 
Palestine part of the programm and that after en e.greement in principle shall hc1.ve 
been re~ched, the formulation of the program as a whole be submitted to a commit tee 
of two. 

REPORT Ol~ AlJERICAN PALESTIEE COBPOBATIOU (.AMPALl 
. . 

At the invitation of the Chairman, Mro Dickenstein of Ampal reported 
on the activities of the corporationo A memorendum submitted by Hr. Dickenstein 
to Dr. ~eizmann had been previously circulated to the members of t he Committee, 
Ur. Dickenstein amplifiec. the . points made in this memorandum and urged the 
importance of creating an inYestment body ':1hich uou.ld attract private capital 
to Palestine on a large scale o He urged the.t. this wou~d be a menns of providing a 
part of the very large funds ~hich Tiould be required in order to effect Jewish 
mass immigration.and settlement after the war. 

Mr. Dickensteip ?,lso emphasized that a t rading co: ... po:-i.~e.tion such. as 
Ampal uould be able to attract fu.~ds for Pales t i ne while avoidin~ the difficulties 
vihich might arise with the U,J.A. in the case of a philanthropic organization. He 
pointed out finally that Ampal ~ould work through the existing institutions and 
tha~ in addition to functioning as a trading concern it would act as a brokerage 
house for such bodies as the Palestine Electric, the.Jewish National Fund, PEC, 
etc. It was suggested that a sub-committee be appointed to pursue further the 
matter of support for .AL1pal, but no action was taken. 

. . 
It u~.s agreed tiu>.t there be e, further meeting 9f the Cammi ttee on 

FridP,y, May 29th, at 3: 30 P. E .. for ~- report on the dinner of the American 
Palestine Committee and to deal with other political matters. 

J..L. 



, 
• .. .. 

I 

C 
0 

p 
y 

May 26, 1942. 

Mr. Maurice Wertheim, Co-Chairman 
Zionist and non-Zionist Negotiating Committee 

55 East 70th Street 
New York, N.Y. 

My dear Mr. Wertheim• 

At a meeting of the American Emergency Committee for Zionist 

Affairs held yesterday afternoon, at which representatives of 

all the parties within the Zionist movement composing the 

Emergency Committee were present, the draft resolution which 

you handed to the writer on Tuesday, May 26th, was submitted 

for consideration. 

It was the unanimous opinion of the Emergency Committee that 

the draft of the resolution as submitted by you indicates that 

in eesense we are in substantial ·agreement and I was authorized 

to inform you accordingly. The committee felt, however, that 

the precise formulation of our common views and the manner 

thereof require further careful consideration. 

The Emergency Commmttee therefore proposes that at the next 

meeting of our Sub-Committee on Friday, May 29th, we proceed 

to a consideration of the Palestine nart of the program and 

that after an agreement in principle shall have been reached, 

the formulation of the program as a whole be submitted to a 

committee of two, representative of the best minds of both 

groups. Following such a formulation, it is proposed that 

the full membership of the Negotiating Committee meet for final 

consideration and ratification. 

The Emergency Committee is convinced that this procedure will 

make for speedy progress in our negotiations for the achievement 

of unity of action in American Jewry. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary, Negotiating Committee 
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A neeting of the Office Committee of the ~mergency CoIDJ'llittce for 
Zionist Affairs was held on Friday, May 2~ , 1942 , at 3: 30 P. M. 

FRESE~: Ju<;J,ge Levinthal , .presiding; l:frs . EpstoinLMrs . Jac9bs , 1Jiss Leibel; 
.Iessrs . :Sublick, Greenberg , KoTTalsky , Szold, WertheiL1 , Dr . r!is o; 
Dr . Goldmann. Mr . Lourie , Mr . Neumann , :Ir . Weisgal • 

.Al,tERI CAN PALE8TINE COMUITTEE DIN.N]!R 

Mr. Neumann reported on the Second .A.nnut"'.l :Dinner hel~ b,r the American 
Palestine Committee on May 25th at tho Mayflm10r iiotol in 'Washington, D. Co It was 
generally felt that tno function had boen a Vvry succoss i ul oneo Somo 440 person~ 
ha att.endod the dinn0r its elf , including fifteen or sixteen ropresJntativo~ of 
different countries . Excollont rpossages wore road by a nwnbor of tha::.o . Tho 
mosnage from tho President uo.s in tho circumstancos n very satisfnctory ono. ! 
rat~1cr colorless mosso.go from J:r. 1v·{'l,1lo.ce h.1.d .'.'l.lso boon roccivod but h.'1..d not boon 
read . There had nlso bcon n mossngo from Mr~ ,urr~y of tho CIO . Thu gnthcring 
had been uoll . reported in tno ·.!1"1erican press, also in Londonc 

Er . Szold roportod 9i-·i ticism i1hich hr.d rcnch0d him from ~{1:r, Donl circles 
by roason of tho p.,,rticipv..tion of Congrossmtm 1!,ish. It \7ns pointod out t hnt it 
wo.s not possible to exclude Mr .. Fish. On the other hnnd ho hn, boon r,iven no 
spccii;1,l prominence such as he fol t \'iP-S his due ns tho s2onsor of tho Conercss 
resolution on the Nntionr,l Homo 20 yon.rs c go. 

It wo.s ngr ood th.'1t a pamphlet reporting the npocch0s and r10 s.1.gos nt 
the dinner should be issuod by tho Committee . It \7P,s proposed thn.t tho Non 
Palestine ohoulJ bo subsidized to nn :unount of nbout $400 to ennblc it to publish 
four nddi tionnl pages on tho dinn.:rr, but no action wns tPko~ on thi3 . It w~s 
suggested ['.S n mc0..nn of roducing tho cost of tho pl"Jnphlot thct tho spcocl:os might 
be issued in 1nu.ltlgra,phad fo1in ·:ii t11 P.. spocinl ;irintod covorci 

PUBLICATION OF SPEECH nY I:P.o BEN- GURION 
.AT EJC:rBAOIIDI~'.AJrf ZIONIST co: FERENCE 

It.was agr eed thnt tho compr ehcnsiTo st~tamcnt on tho politic~l aituntion 
made by i:,ir. Bon- Gurion nt th0 Ext rnordinnry Zioniot Oonfor9nco shoulrl bo issued in 
pL'ia:phl t ":'om . It rr!',$ suggcs tod thnt tho tYJ)c unc b;r tho 1 oTT Fronti0r in i tn 
report of tho speeches might bo nv~il~bl0 for this purpooo , 

CONFERENCE OF .ANTI-ZIONIST RABBIS 

It wns reported thr,t dcnpite tho efforts of R"..bbi :-Icllor , thr; conforvncc 
plnnncd in .Atln ... t1tic City by n group of anti- Zionist rr'.bbis ,;ras to t.:1.1 ::c _; lace . 
Dr . iHso 1rg0d strongly thnt the Oonfor oncc bJ ignored. but l'..ddod thnt it was possi b:c­
that ::i..n effort rrou.ld be }:l~dc to clru:.ip a r csul tion of neut r nli ty to Zionism on tho 
Central Oonf orence of A-ncricnn Rti.bbis . I t Has ngrcc to issue no stntJnont at 
prvsent but if need arose , to cnll Q ~cctin6 of the Offi ce Cornnittcc ~t ohort 
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It '.71'.S reported thc'\t R".bbis :Bornstein :md Steinberg had obtnin0d n, 

stn.tcnont fron seventy.~ivo0 boro 100..cl.ini::; Christi[\n n tnistors in support of Zioni sn ., 
Md it Tir'.S ~ocd th~t f\.Il effort be ~.1ndo to get the ''Tines 11 to publish this str>.t e­
nent in full, if possi 'ble, on ~Iod.nesdPy of next \,oek To this end Judge Lovinthe.l 
should uritc n. pcrsont).l letter to l,:r. Sulzberge r of the 11 1I'inesli. A propos nl to 
t :'.l~c p21.id spn.c11 rm.s not ?.ccopted . 

.ifEAR-E.ASTEIDT I ?STI 'I-'tY.i:E OF um·q:f!f...SITY OF CHICAGO 

. Ur. Nouna.nn roported th.ri.t t~ forthco::iing ~ -n~~! 0o1fC~he Ins ti t u t c is t o 
begin its sessions on June 25th . .Auong the speakers uere to be Professor Gibb 
( a. Socif\.l c!U'nges in tho NeP.r East; b.. Future of Arab Nationc.lisrp.) ~ Com1t Sforzr-. 
( \Tes tern Po';7ers in the l{car East)~ Dr. Salo ]?~r:on ( Prospects for Pee.cc in 
Palestine) and Professor Q,uinccy Uright.. It ue,s not cert~in if Mr. Malcolm 1il".cDon.< , 
,1ould be att ending tho I nstitute. Some tqenty-•five ex-perts .rere to p~rticipate i -:.1 
the discussions. A S l 1.g~cstion originf\,lly Llf',do to the Institute fror,t an outside 
source th.'\t Dr. Wciznn.::.1n be invi tco. to t c.ke pa rt had been turned ~o-:rn • . Mr. !Teunenvi 
had been inforned• hon cver ~ thnt if ~h0 Institute \1Cre officie.lly asked to-do.y to 
invite Dr. \'leizmann to ~,ttf3nd t h 3~T I:l i..5ht accede to such P. request. Dr. TI'eizm0.nn 7 

honeveI', nas agn.ins t f':ny such 0ct io~, k •.ong the cx_::orts •.,ho y;i 11 participate 
uill be Professor Jeffries rmd Profensol" Uestcnne.n of Colun bir... . It "t;as agreed 
that it be left to tho office t o c..e cicie uh~~hcr RA"bbi J3 er n3t cin should be asked 
to go to Chicago fn -advan~1l(j i · .. It was al.Go suggested t hc'\t it mii::;ht be desirable 
to chD.ngo the topic of Dr? l~.:'bn ·.s ~ lecture .. 

REL.A.TI ONS ITT TH HINDUS .AUD crn:m~s:m 

In response to l.ir. Hcur.1p_nn' s sugf;estion tha t c\ nBo.11 . : uncl might b0 
helpful _ in cultivatinG closer rcl~tions TTith l : adjng Hindu~ 2nd Chinese, it nas 
suggested tht'-t this cane n ithin the povmr t=1,lrer1clY grnntcd to :.lr, Szold to spend up 
to $200. on individ'\lJ).l itens of routine office cxpcnditure r 

11".EGO!IIATIO:NS ~ITH UON-ZIONISTS 

Ur. 'Jeis g,"..1 rer-id c. letter a.ato~ l.~ay 26 nhich h..'1.d been sent t o . Ir. -1crtheir. 
expressing, subject to ch:1n~cs to be nade in form, agreement in essence y1ith e, 
comr.runication previously recei,rod from Hr. Wertheim, but suggesting that before 
refonnul~tion the question of the Palestine progr~JU should be considered. 

STATEHENTS BY CONGRESS1,rEH ~ ZIONISla 

Mr. NeaT'le.nn refarred to a collectio11 of ste.tements by Congressmen on 
Zionism Yrhich !k".d been issued during the ln.st 'i7e.r. He suggested t~t it might be 
useful to begin tho collection of such statements non ~ith ~ vieu to eventual 
publication. It TTns ~greed that this should be considered at a later date. 

25TH ANlHVEIIBA."':ri' OF ]A.tFOU!l DECLARATION 

It ':T(\S ~.greed th.'"'-t a statement for publication should be issued soon 
to the effect t~.t the Er.1ergency Committee was planning a notet:orthy celebra.tion of 
the annivers~ry. The proposel that a delegation should call 
on the President on the occasion of tr.a fl.nniversary of the Congredsional Resolut10 .1 

nas de~nen i~advisable. 
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Hr. Szold circulated a copy of tho e.udi tor' •a . ,report for 1941 ,md also 

for the first three months of 1942. It uas pointed out that the ?unds TTere t?Jcinc 

up en attitude the aff0ct of uhich TTas that their $100,000 npproprintion uas to 

be no.de to cover a period of sixteen months frou Sept0raber 1941 to tho end of 

Docenber 1942 instead of tnelve months to October 1942 as origin{'l,lly understood. 

The Corrmi ttoe rms expanding its 1:rork and fl,t the present re.to of expo..nsion twuld 

have exhausted its Rppropriation ·;1011 before tho end of the year. There r.as sone 

discussi9n 9n ~he program of the Committee in relation to its finru1ces and it uns 

finally a.greed that a finance committee to cons~st of the Treasurer, tho hef'.clS 

of the U. P. A., the Keren Ha:resod, the Keren Ka~remeth ri.nc1_ one represontnti ve 

from each of the organizations should be set up. 

REPORTS TO FULL COMi..IITTEE 

It rms ste.ted. thc'-t the full com:iittee nould be meeting nith Dr.TTeizmann 

in the nee.r future. .Apart from this, the Secretr'ry uas requested to prepare ropo:r',_.,· 

from tiue to time on t :1e uork of the Office Cammi ttee for submission to the full 

com11itte0. 

NEXT i iEETiiJGS 

It \,e.s 8.Greed tht1.t the next r:ieeting of the Office Conr.1i ttee tru<e 

place on Wednesday, June 3: at 3:30 P., .;: ~, e.na. e. subsequent r10eting on :E'riday 

afternoon, June 5th. 

Ar.L. 




