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001'!.B'IDENTUL 

l-U:lru'l'ES OF OFFiqE OOMUITTEE MEETING 
Al.mRIOAl,r ~~RG:::ThTCY COlQ~ITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

~ednesd.ay, June 31 1942 
. . 

A meeting of the Office Oonmittee of the Emergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs '7as held on i7ed.nesday, J~e 3, 1942, at 3:30 P, g. 

ProlSENTi Ju<;lge Levintha+, presiding; Hrs. Jacobs, diss Lei"pei, ¥re. Roeensohn, 
Messrs. :Buplick, Greenb~rg, Dr. vcldstein, Dr. Goldmann, Hr. :Be~Gurion, 

dr. Lipsey, Hr. Szold, Ur. Uertheim, Dr. Uise, Hr. Lourie, 
Hr. Noumann, Mr. Ueisgal. 

POST~CO11FZBBliCE ACTION 

Hr. Ben-Gurion said that it 't7a.S desirable to follott up the Extr~ 
ordinary Conference in orders 

. 
1, To strengthen the Zionist IIX>Ve~ent in this country; 
z. To uin American Jerrry to the Zionist cause; 
3. To win American public opinion. 

For this, he believed that mass action of some kind uas necessary and 
recommended specifically that a campaign be set in motion to secure the 
signatures of a million Jews to the main points of the Declaration adopted 
at the Conference. He believed this uould imprfsS official circles in 
Uashington and London uith the strength of Zionist support in the United 
States and uould be a powerful politica+ TTeapon. 

There uas ~onsiderable discussion on Mr. :Ben,..Gur1ont s proposal. 

Mr. Lipslc,J made the point that the securing of a million ~ignatures 
endorsing the Conference resolution uas neither dramatic enough to arouse 
the Zionists, nor meaningful in terms of an indication of support. He 
proposed, alternatively, a plebiscite in uhich American Jewry uould be i~ 
vi ted to register its sentiment, pro or con the Zionist prog.,:am. He believed 
that if.even a million of all the Jeus in America uere to register as Zionists, 
the anti-Zionist press uould point out that only a)% of American Jewry supported 
Zionism. 

Dr, Goldmann supported the idea of a nation,.m.de Zionist registration 
but said that in order for such a campaign to be successful it had to be 
dramatized, 

Dr. ~ise said he believed the time had come for such a demonstration 
as Mr. Ben-Ourion proposed. It might be tied up ,:rith the 25th anniversary of 
the Balfour Declar~tion, though it TTould be well to be ready sooner in view 
of the possibility of another statement such as the At1ani1c Charter by the 
three great poners. It ,:ras to be hoped that there uould be included in such 
a neu decl~ation specific reference to the Je~ish people. 

. 
Dr. Goldstein suggested that the machinery for securing the signatures 

might be tied up uith the oembership campaigns of the various organizations. 

Mr. l~eumann pointed out that the real question involved 1as timings 
in other \70rds, uas this the moment to enter into a major undertaking of this 
kind, or should '\78 save such a mass declaration for a later date. 



Office Committee Meeting 
Hinutes - -rune 3 

?"rs. ~sensohn said that a great emotion had to be behind any mass 

movement and that nothing Pas uorse than to try to stimulate such emotion 

artificially. 

Dr. Uiee replying said that "rte uere not cooking up anything," and 

referred to the h~rrors being perpetrated on the Jeus in Buma.nia and Poland 
as more than a justification for a reaction of the kind indicated in Mr. Ben

Gurionts proposal. 

Mrs. Jacobs said that the method of petitions and declarations was out

moded as ?- politically effective ueapon and she queried its efficacy. 

Mr. ~e~Gurion in replying to the objections to his proposal said: 

. 
1. That Mr. Lipsky• s idea of a plebiscite was unreal and might be harmful. 
2. The dramatic atmosphere had to be provided by the Zionists themselves. 

The explicit endorsement by a million Je~s of the Conference resolution 

would consti~te a majority expression of JeTTish opinion and uould prove to 

the British people that a majority of American Je~s are in sympathy nith 

,Zionist aims. 
. 

3. As to timeliness, there is no time to be lost. Alth9ugh he was convinced 

that the United Nations uould win the 't'laf, Hr. Ben--Gurion said he lived in 
a continuous nightmare that Palestine might be invaded. Palestine is not yet 

safe and is not a,+lowed to defend itself. This is one of the great~st injusti

ces ever done to the Jeuish people and it is perpetrated by those who claim 

to be our friends, The immedi~te issue is the defense of Palestine. 
. . 

+twas decide~ to submit Mr. :B~n,.Gurio~•s 9\lggestion to~ sub-committee. 

to work out details and report back. The committee is composed of rUf.• .~qlt, 
Mrs. Epst~in1 Mr. 'tTertheim and Mr. Lipsky. Hr. lieumann, Hr. dontox;µct'1fr".Ln;; 

Weisgal '7ho have a great deal of experience in organizing such nork are to be 

consulted. 

NEGOTIATIONS UITH NON-ZIONISTS 
. . . 

Hr •. Ueisgal reported on a meeting held on Friday evening ltay 29, at which 

were present the members of the S\,1-b-committees, Dr. Ueizmann and Mr. :Ben,..Gurion. 

The letter addressed to Hr. Uertheim by the Emergency Committee uith 

reference to the implications of Zionism had been uelc9med by Mr. TTertheim and 

the ether non,..Zionist members of the negotiating committee, and the meeting 

immediately proceeded to discuss the Palestine program. The question of nation

alism ~as not considered at all. 

There had been an inter~sting discussion on the Palestine program and 

after three or four hours, Mr. 't7ertheim had read a formula nhich he put forward 

for acceptance by the Zionists. 

This formula and a formula prepared by !1re Neumann and Judge Levinthal 

were then presented to the meeting for consideration. 
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. 
1!r. "!eumann said that he uished to make clear that he did not consider 

oqe 
the formula as prepared by himself an acceptable/ Re had been asked to prepare 

a formula on certain assumptions uhich might be acceptable to the non-Zionists 

but could ~ot constitute a Zionist formulao 
. 

la-. Lipsky pointed out that ne would be bound by uhatever formula uas 

mtually a~cepted and uould have to act accordingly. 

11r. Ueisgal suggested that a committee of t~o or three be appointed to 

draft a letter similar to the previous one, s~ying that it seems to us that we 

are sufficiently agreed on essentials to proceed; that it.is, therefor~, mse 

to postpone the drafting of a precise formlation uhich may take ~Y months, 

but that sufficient common ground had been reached for • .Zr. U8 rtheim to present 

the matter.to his executive committee, uhich meets on June seventh • 

. Dr. Goldmann said he was opposed to any further letter being sent. 

They had construed the last letter as indicating complete approval of their ) 

progran. They do not agree to any state:oent nhich implies a. Jem.s}.l Oonuµo~ 

uealth, a national home or Jenish control, though they are ready to agree to 

unrestricted Je"7ish ir:anigra.tion and land purchase.and colonlzation. Dr. Gold... 

oann said that ,µider these circumstances he could not conceive of a:ny formu.la-

tion on Palestine which ~ould be acceptable to us. He proposed specifically 

that we tell Hr. i1ertheim that rre cannot agree to a.r;y formula about Palestine ~ 

,;rhich does not include "Commonweal th" or "national home for the Jam.sh people;~ .) 

that ue might come. to an agreement on immigration and colonization, but it must 

be I!lade perfectly 9len.r that rre m.11 carry on the fight for Jem.sh co.ntrol and 

for a Oommon~ealth. 

Dr. ,1se warned against being rushed into any formul~tion. 3e said he 

TTould not delegate the pouer to formlate Zionism to a:ny individual. There.is 

to9 nuch at stru{e to try to comP to a conclusion in 48 hours. Ue are dealing 

uith a great, human, political problem and cannot crystallize it hastily. 

1.~r. TI'ertheim had had many hours of discussion nith the Zionists and certainly 

had a basis for a report to his committee uithout a ri~id formulation hastily 

arrived at, 

~.tr. llfeumann said he thou{;ht that Dr. 7:'ise had rendered a service in 

cautioning us not to act hastily under the pressure of their inIJ.Jending meeting 

on Sunday. He believed ue should conceive of the ultimate 8€;Teement not as a 

joint formu.lation but a s ~hree separate sections: The Zionist program, the 

no11,:.Zionist program and a program of common ground nhich J;night be interpreted 

as CJU.pporting our demands. Their program rust be one uhich ue can accept and 

the mtual :program must be one of practical collaboration. 

Mrs. Rosensohn said she deplored the lack of nutu.al confidence indicat

ed by.the leaders of both sides. She agreed that ue mst not be rushed into 

any formulation, but that nothing could be done uithout good uill on both 

sides. 

Mr. Greenberg then reported a conversation he had had uith 1:r, TI'er~heimo 

Mr. i78 rtheim himself agrees that JeTTish control over i~gration i~ Palestine 

is necessary, but his cor.mdttee is not prepared for such a suggestion. dr. 

Greenberc; read a draft nhich had been uorked out ui th Mr. Uertheim. 
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. 
Hrs. Jacobs said that she thought rre uere losing sight of uhy ue nere 

negotiating m.th the non--Zionists, She recalled that the purpose, as she had 
understood it, uas to arrive at a common program so that American Jewry could 
appear as a united group before the Peace Conference to get the best possible 
settlement for Palestine. If this is so then ue In\l,St face the fact that any 
program mtu.ally agreeable becomes the prog!'am of all, otheruise the purpose 
of the unified program uill be completely defeated. 

The Chairman said that the purpose had been to find a common denominator 
for practical action. 

. 
Mr. Lipsky agreed that r1e mst not be rushed into anything. He empha--

sized th~t any program agreed upon uould bind us also during the war. 

Mr. :Ben-Gurion stated his conclusions as follows: 

1. I am convinced that unity is possible if ue uant to have it, 
. 

2. There are filBllY difficulties, some among them, some among '\J.S• There is 

confusion among the Zionists and there are cross-purposes. There are tTio 

c9nditions necessary for agreement: 

a. That ue keep our gen~ral politi~al objective clearly in mind; we must 
knorr TTha.t r,e r.rant in this period of our history and. we mst know nhat 

m.11 help us to attain it. I believe that unity uith the American 
. Jeuish Oor:unittee may help us t~ attain our objectiye. 

be There mu.st b~ complete honesty in our negotiations. This means we mus~ 
not only say uhat is tru.e, but the hear~r mut3t understand precisely 
rrhat ue oean. The letter ,1hich r1as sent to Hr. i78 rtheil!l is an example •. 
Ue meant to convey a certain impression. Hr. Uertheim const:nted 1 t to 
mean complete agreement uith his progr8.Iil, uhich is not uhat ~e meant. 

Ue must keep in mind three principles: 
. 

1. Agreement mu.st not necessarily be 100% agreement. 'lhe criterion '78 must 
use is whether the partial agreement is useful for our objective, 

2. i7hen \18. do reach agreement, the f ormu.la must be such that we can accept -----
it for ~urselves, although it nust not necessarily be the whole Zionist ---- -

. prograJI1. 

3. Any agreement ue do reach must contain political minimal points. 

My advice is, not to hurry and not to break up the negotiations. They 
should understand that ue mean to try to come to an understanding m. ~h them," 

There uas. general agreement on .. the points made by ?.:r. :Be~Gurion • 
. 

Mr. "Jei~al proposed, in Dr. !Teizmannls name, that dr. :Ben,..Gurion be 
given plenipotentiary powers to. discuss a program with ?~. 17ertheio. between 
no,..., and Sunday. The ~ergenoy Oommi ttee TTill not be boun~ by any formula 
uhich may be uorked. out, but .u-. i7erthe1m is to be informed that h'. :Ben
Ourion is officially charged uith carrying on negotiations on behalf of the 
Emergency.Committee. 

. . 
, 

1 
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!.~r. Bei»-Gurion so.id h~ nould continue his conversations ni th 
!."r. 7."ertheim in a :private capacity and that the 3ner6enc:.1' Comi ttee uould 
in no uay be bound or conmitted. He said h6 did not represent American 
Zionists but the U9rld Zioni~t Organization and that the Zionist ~ecutive 
uould have to ratify any formulation he :::1i ::;ht arrive at in his private con.
versations m. th .:r. 1J8 rtheim. 

• 
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CONF IDElIT I.AL 

!1IlIDTES 011 OFFICE C01.'i1.1JTTEE l8ETIHG 
M~RICltN E :sRGZiJCY 001•:i :.CTTEiTI FOR ZIONlST .AFFAIRS ----- ------=;;;..;;...=;:::.;.....;===--------

"Jednesday, June 10, 19~ 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the &nergency Committee for Zionist 
Affairs uas held on '1ednesday11 June 10. 1942i &t 3:00 P.M. 

Pffi'.:S~qT: Dr. tlise presiding: l!.rs. Jacobs, Ers. '?ool, Hrs. Rosenso,t.J. ; 
Mr. ]ublick, l~. Oruso, Mr. Szoldt Dr·. Goldmann~ Hr. Heuiu).nn~ 
lir. Lourie. 

:By Invitation: Hr. Schulson, Ur. Shetzer. 

Rm'Om' on NEGQI:IATI011S i7lTH UON-ZIOl~STS1 

Dr. Goldmann summarized Hr. l~urice i18 rtheim1 s report to Dr. 't'Teizma.nn 
of the meeting of the American Je,rish Oommitteet s sub-committee dealing with 
the matter of the negotiations with the Zionists on Sunday, June 7th, as follouss 

He had submitted the follorring material to them: the formulation abou~ 
nationalism and the diaspora, the ~rogram on Palestine as ~orked out with 
Mr. :Ben,..Gurion (see mimi.tes June 5} and the proposals uhich he had made to Dr. 
Weizmann about the Uorld Jewish Congress. All the proposals uere accepted in 
principle by a majority, but there uas a ''formidable opposition." 

Suge;estions had been made at the meeting for changes in the \,ording of 
the various formulae. These will be submitted to Judge Ro senman TTho will draft 
new formulae in accordance uith the various suggestions. The meeting has also 
decided (a) that the formula on nationalism should, uhen mutually agreed to, be 
made public and (b) they could not definitely commit themselves on any formula 
about Palestine without submitting it to the State Department to ascertain whether 
it might be deemed embarrassing to the uar effort of the United Nations. 

Hr. Uertheim uas informed that approaching the State Department on mat
ters concerning Palestine ~as tantamount to approaching the Oolonial Office. He 
was also told that the ~orld Jewish Congress uould not m.thdraw from the ~estern 
hemisphere, but might consider changing its name and various other changes. 

Hr. U8 rtheim is leaving for a four ueeks holiday and has asked r.r.r. rlald.. 
man to keep us in touch uith any developments in the negotiations and to send us 
Judge Rosenmants draft nhen it is completed. 

Hr. Szold reported on a talk 1:mich he and i:~r. Greenberg had had uith Mr. 
i7ertheim and several oembers of his committee on Friday, june 5. Hr. Szold 
reported to Mr. Wertheim that, according to ]1~r. Ber--Gurion, Hr. 17ertheim had 
misinterpreted our letter of l{ay 25 to signify much fuller agreement ui th their 
formulation of the "status of the Jenish people" than uas actuall~ the case. 
Mr. Wertheim then narrowed the discussion domi to the paragraph dealing nith the 
TTord "nationalism" and "national" as used in Zionist literature. Hr. i7ertheim 
agreed that any protestation of the loyalty of American citizens to the United 
States must be very carefully uorded. As to the defi~ition of the status of the 
Jeuish people, Hr. Szold told Mr. i7ertheim that we had taken no decision nhich 
precluded the acceptance of an affirmative definition; but ue certainly did not 
consider "common herit~e, religion and culture" as adequate to describe the tieF 
which bind the Jeuish people together. 
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lll'. Szold also emp4a,sized the fact thnt the negotiations seemed to be making 
satisfacto~J progress and that the principal roas~n ·.-;h:1 he and l!r. Greenberg 
had hastened to see ~~r. :78 rtheira ":7as to avoid ~ .. possible nisunderstanding on 
his part as to the extent to TThich r.e agreed m th the American Je~ish Committee's 
formulation of the status of the Jemsh ~eople t:.:nd the ti~s nhich bind Jeus 
together. After some further discussion it TTas decided that Dr. Gold:r:iann should 
inform i:r. Uallach verbally that 7e are auaiting Ju~e Rosonmunts formulation 
for consideration. 

ZIO!TIST 10J.ISTRA.TIOl~1 

In the absence of lirs. Bpstein who had presided over the sub-comnittee 
r.hich had net to discuss?~. Ber.-Gurion•s proposal for a national roll-call of 
American Zionists based on the 3iltmore Conference Resolution, a telephoned 
report from Hrs. Epstein rras read. 

1.:rs. Epstein stated that at the sub-coillLlittee of uhich she ~as designated 
a menber, the committee had not ap~roved the idea of conducting a caopaign for 
a national recistration. Instead, a sug_-;estion 11ad been :put fornard by 1:r. 

lTeutJann uhich ~et nith the enthusiastic su,port of the sub-connittee, nhich viou 
.:rs. ~stein shares. 

This plan ryould call for an or6anized attenpt to secure tile signatures 
of officers of all locp.l Jerrish orn;am,z~tions throut;hout the country to a short
ened st~tement t n~en from the resolution passed at the ~traordinary Zionist 
Conference. The uhole campaign rrould have to be norl:ed out du.ring the summer -
material, speakers to ap~roach the individual Groups, contact uith national 
organizations to secure their cooperation, etc. Zacil orbanization uould state 
hou many persons it represents. 

The advantages of this plan .ould bea a much loner cost than a national 
registration; the signatures ryould be much easier to ger; this nould provide an 
opportunity for brincine before thousands of sna.11 organizations the political 
platform of the Zionists • 

.A.cceptance of the sugcestion at this afternoon's meet1!16 nould not be 
binding on the Hada.ssah representatives, nor on ~r of the others, as it nould 
be broubht before the governing boards of the four constituent bodies before 
final decision. 

There TTas considerable discusnion on the nerits of this recotll!lendation. 
!~rs. Ro sensohn believed that if ue approached organizations, a :')roportion of 
"hose membership TTas hostile to Zioniso, TTe ,ould ~obilize an ovposition to 
ourselves. 

1.u-s. Pool thought ue should postpone a:ny registration until the negoeia
tions uith the non-Zionists had been ter~natod, either successfully or w.
successfully. 

,:r. Cruso eophasized that the ranl: and file, as individuals, uere often 
m.th us, nhen the leadership of various oreanizations uere against us. He nould 
therefore prefer to have individuals, rather than organizations, re~ister • 

• :.rs. Jacobs ~inted out that in a 11ell disciplined organization, a:ny 
locru. chapter i70Uld naturally turn for GUidance to the national office. She 
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, could -aot aee lbe.t •,, •s organizationally co:rrec°' to turn to the local chayJters :: 
rather ·tha.11 to natio~ organizations. 

' . • . • "' 
dr. TTe~k1 prepesed that the uhole matter bo turned over to the ex.eeu.t, .. 

1ve committ,ees of the four or,anizations for their reactions. • 

It uas decided to postpone discussion of this que~tion until tha foll(.) r:ri. ... !£ 

meeting. 

J~ISR AEMY 001.in.iITTDa. 

Ure. Pool read a letter from the Los Angeles Chapter of Hadassah report
ing on the activities of the JeTTish Army Ooooittee in Holly,;rood and asking for 
guidance. 

Mr. U8 rtheim informed. the Committee that he uus leaving for the Uest 
coast and it might be well to authorize him to convene a meeting of' the Zionists 
there to discuss uith them the official attitude of the Zmergency Committee in 
regard to the Jerrish Arrrry Committee. It r,as agreed that the i1est coast be i:c,.. 

formed of Mr. ~ertheim•s visit and that he be delegated to convene such a meetingw 

1:r. ~Teumann reported a letter from Hr. tiilson of Colonel Donovan• s office 
discussing the speakers at the Hear Ea.st Conference of the University of Chicago 
and explaining uhy Dr. Tleizmann had not been invited and u11y 1r. :~alcolm HacDonald. 
had. 

After some discussion it TTas finallr decided that Dr. ~ise, as the chair
can of the ~eri;ency Committee, send a telegram to .~. Hutchins, the president 
of the University of Chicae;o, urGi?'l.G that Dr. rreizmann•s name be included in the 
progran to read a paper. 

PO ST..17AR .An.:s OBGA:TIZA.T IOUS 

Ur. ~ieumann reported that there uere a ll'U.!:lber of institutes dealing uith 
post-war aims and reconstru.ction and that it was important for us to keep inform
ed of their nctivities and, uherever possible, to have representatives at their 
conferences 3.lld conventions. 

l.u-s. Pool reported, in this connection, that Radassah had alread.~7 started 
to make contacts with variouo institutes dealing m.th post-TTar aims. 

Mr. Neuoann also reported that the services of ifr. Schulson of the ZOA 
office in rrashington had been lent to thl:3 a.iergency Committee for the SWJlller 
months. 

A. L. 
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COPY OF CABLE TO IDRD F.ALIFAX 

(Sent fron Ohic~c) June 20, 1942 

IN VIE'iT OF THE PRESENT :c].r.ERQ.ENC7 I~T THE 1HDDLE EAST ! BEsPJrofflJLLY 

REITERATE OUR AP.D~!T :7ISH 70 T.lK.E A GREA.TZR PART Ill TEE STRUGGLE AGAIUST 

'm IMVADil{G ABHIES AND TO PARTICIPATE t~m1 DIRECTLY Ai."ID EFFEOTIV3LY IN 

THE D~EHSE OF PALESTil~. THIS AS YOU KlTOff CAM OllLY BE ACHIEVED BY THE 

ORGAllIZATIOlf OF A JEilISH ~:!LIT.ARY FORCE OUT OF THE EXISTI11!G Ul1ITS AND 

~mR AUG"~TA~IOU ~F...BOUGH ruRTHZR ErTLIS~.:ENT nr PALESTI11E TO FIGHT tnIDER. 

ITS om1 FLAG mm~ :BRITISH oon1.:~. 

I TI'OULD LIXE TO SUBt.iIT THIS ~~EST THF.OUGH YOU TO THE PRD.tE MINISTER 

T1HOSE HISSION I TRUST 'ITILL BE EMINENTLY SUCCESSFUL AND mID AS A RESULT OF 

THE U)l~G DISOUSSIOUS o:r TluJ SUBJEC'1 IS F,\.' U:LI.A.R 1JITH :awERY ASPECT OF TBZ 

PLAlL ?::oBE SJ.'f ~ I AH CO~·TVIlTCE 1rou IS THE TI?1E TO I:il'~-~1~ TD 

PBOHISE MADE ~-DRE THAN A YFAR AGO. FOR IT 'JILL MOT Ol?LY COUTRIBUTE 

strnSTAl{TIALLY TO T~ DEFE:·!SE IH TEE C:aI TI CAL AllA BUT fTILL WO HAVE AN 

El~ORlt>US EFF~T OU TI-:E: 1:oRA.LE OF JU1ERICAll A:.'.D 'JOBLD JEWRY. I AM E~ALLY 

CONVINOZD THAT riITHOUT IN AtTY 'JAY DISTU'RBII-:G TIL1 SI IDATIOl! IN THE :iIDDLE 

EAST SUCH Al~ AO'l' OF sn-~LE JUSTICE AlID ProDENCE AT THIS TIHE UILL GO A. 

WNG UAY TOTTABDS CR£.A.TI:;G THAT GOODTTILL TOUABDS TIG :BRITISH CAUSE IlT THIS 

OOUN'rRY SO ESSE:1TIM) AT THIS CRUOIJ.L :DHENT. 

CH.A.Di VTEIZ!.wnf 
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MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEEI'INO 

AJviEtqICAN EMERGENCY COM11iITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Wednesday, June 24, 1942~ 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist 
Affairs was held Wednesday afternoon, June 24, 1942 at 3 p.m. a~ the Hotel 
Commodore. The meeting followed a lu..~cheon on honor of Prof. Charles a. Webster, 

former director of the British Library of Information, who was about to return 
to England. 

PRESENT• Judge Levinthcl, :i:residingJ Messrs. Cruso, Kowalsky, Szold, Mesdames 
Pool and ~osensohn. 

Dr. Goldmann, Messrs. Neumann, Schulson, Weisgal. 

NATIONAL ROLL CALL 

Mr. Neumann reported that at the meeting of the Roll Call sub-committee 
the original recommendation to secure individual signatures had been modified 
by an alternative recommendation - to secure mass action in the form of endorse
ment by local Jewish organizations. 

On behalf of Hadaese.h, Mrs. Rosensohn reported that the matter had been 

discussed a~ a very full meeting of its National Board and that there was unani

mots opiniom against the idea 1n principle. They felt such action might first 

of all invite organized opPosition which would be most dangerous to our cause; 
also that if such an undertaking were unsuoceseful (as they felt it might be) it 

would put us in a very bad position. Mrs. Pool added that were -the alterna
tive proposal to be considered, it was important to realize there would be 
difficulties in cases where the local groups would turn to their national bodies 

for direction and in cases where the national organizations were hostile, we 

would fail to get the support of the local units. 

Mr. Cruso reported on behalf of Poale Zion which had also discussed the 

matter at its Board meeting. They had unanimously favored the individual form 

of registration, but would be willing to compromise on the organizational regis

tration, if necessary. Their reasons were as followsi 

1. The signing or a statement by the officer of a local group 
would.not be regarded as a propr expression of the individual 
opinion of all its members and \\'OUld therefore be politically 
ineffective. 

2. Individual registration would reach larger masses and is 
the most effective way of activizing Zionist opinion. 

Mr. Weisgal expressed the opinion that the whole idea was untimely at this 

moment - first, because , "it's on the record" that .American Jewry is behind the 

Zionist movement, ru1d second, in view of our present negotiations with the non~ 

Zionists, we ought to await the outcome of these talks. Should the negotiations 

fall through, we would then have an excellent issue to go out after American 
Jewish opinion. 

It was decided to postpone further discussion until a meeting of the 
Committee at which Mr. Ben-Gurion would be present. 

DR, MAgNES STA~T IN NEW YQ;EUC TIMES 

Dr. Goldmann recommended that the Emergency Committee' should pass a resolr•• 

tion disassociating itself and American Zionism from the views of Dr. Magnes aF 
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reported in the New York Times of June 14, 1942. He felt it was moat important 
that both the Yishuv and the British understand that American Zionists do not hold 
these views. 

A letter had been received from Mrs. Epstein Rlso recommending such a resolu-
tion, in which she was supported by Miss Benjamin. 

Judge Levinthal suggested that it might be possible to get several of Dr. 
Magnes 1 close friends in this country to "1l"ite personal letters asking him to indi
cate in R oublic statement that he had not been speaking on behalf of American 
Zionists. Judge Levinthal felt that a public r eeoiution might tend to make a 
"martyr" of Magnes and would also widen the breach in Zionist ranks. 

Mrs. Pool expressed the view that such a resolution seemed necessary because 
of the ve.rious resolutions and declarations made at the conferences of the Zionist 
Oreanizations, as well ns our own Emergency Conference, in which our stand was 
clearly defined. To pass a resolution on the statement of one individual would 
magnify his views to the magnitude of the Zionist organization. Further, since the 
New York Times was always so ready to take up the cudgels for Magnes, any statement 
by us 1tJOuld not receive effective treatment. It was Mrs. Pool's feeling that since 
Hadassah had found Dr. Magnes willing to compromise a..nd listen to other points of 
view, in this instance too he might be persuaded, on personal appeal, to straighten 
out his differences with the Zionist Organization on these vital matters. 

Mr. Neumann felt such a resolution was not necesRary but the officers should 
be authorized to issue a statement which would indicate to the Yishuv what our 
stand was, but that need not preclude a personal approach by individual friends 
of Dr. Magnes. 

Ebth Mr. Cruso and Mr. Kowalsky also concurred in the feeling that a resolu
tion was a "natural" action and necessary to prove that Magnes did not represent 
American Zionist opinion. 

Mrs. Roeensohn felt that a statement from us would only bring forth another 
strong statement from Magnes and that it might be better to try to approach him 
first on a personal basis. 

Mr. Szold pointed out that we must first consider what Dr. Magnes' views, 
as expressed in the Times report, were. Any denial on our part might also imply 
opnosition to that part of his statement which is also part of our own policy and 
point of view- i.e. cooperation wherever possible with the Arabs. 

Dr. Goldmann reitered that the matter was one of a conflict of two concepts 
of Zionism ( although because of the views he has held for over 20 years Dr. Gold
mann did not oersonally regard Magnes as a Zionist), and the Emergency Committee 
must therefore present its concept and willingness to cooperate with the Arabs in 
accordance with the Declaration adopted at the Conference. 

Mrs. Pool pointed out thnt any statement we make must be a positive one -
we could not talce a negative stand against a bi-national state since it had not as 
yet been actually offered to us. 

It was decided to refer the matter to a meeting of the full Emergency 
Committee. In the meantime, an appropriate statement was to be prepared which 
could be used as the basis of the next discussion. 
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ARAB-nn-nsH BEJ,ATIQfo3 CQMMITTEE 

A report of the meeting of the ~rab-Jewish Relatiom sub-committee was 
presented as follows• 

Present were Mesdames Jacobs, Pool, Rosensohn, Dr. Goldmann, and Mr. Lourie. 
It was agreed& 

1. That the work of the Hadassah Arab-Jewish Relations Committee should 
become a coopera-l;ive undertaking of the lmergency Committee and of Hn.dassah. 

2. That the Committee shall report regularly to the Emergency Committee. 

3. That the Committee shall not have authority to take any political action 
or publicize its activities on its 0"'11 initiative, its purpose being to 
study and to reach conclusions for submission to the Emergency Committee. 

4. That the existing membership of the Committee should continue unchanged, 
but that the Emergency Committee should have the right to add additional 
members. 

5. That Mrs. Jacobs should oontinue chainnan of the Arab-Jewish Relations 
Committee under its new auspices. 

6. That the Committee shall continu~ to operate on a budget of b4,000 until 
October l, 1942, which moneys are ~rovided by a Hadassah grant; the ques
tion of participation by the Emergency Committee in the budget of the Arab
Jewish Relations Committee to be considered further at a later date. For 
th:3 ti.me being the engagement of Mr. Moshe Perlman in New York, and 
MisG Lotta Levensohn in Palestine as experts to the Committee shall be 
continued. 

Dr. Goldmann stated that since that meeting was held, he had given the 
matter further thought and wished to recommend that the Arab-Jewish Relations 
Committee of Hadassc.. h become a regular sub-committee of the Emergency Comnittee
in line with the other sub-committees now functioning - that Mrs. Jacobs should 
continue as chairman, but the Emergency Committee should have political and fin
ancial responsibility for its t\lOrk. 

The report was adopted as presented, and discussion followed ot • •. 
Dr. Goldmann 1s recommendation. 

' • •• f 

Mrs. Rosensohn pointed out that Hadassah could not take any action on such 
a change in the status of its committee until the convention, or a full meeting of 
its National Board. It was her feeling, however, that it would not be safe to 
interrupt, at this stage, the successful development of the committee as it has 
grown under Hadassah 1s jurisdiction. Further, since it was actually a cooperative 
effort by one of the Emergency Committee's constituent groups- it could not be 
considered an "outside" effort. 

Mrs. Pool added that it must be kept in mind He.dassah had already decided 
not to change the setup of the committee at this time; also it should be recalled 
that Hadassah had taken up this work on its own only after their continued pleas 
to the Emergency Committee to initiate it had received no definite response. 

Mr. S zold said ee ought to consider just what advantage it 'tJOUld be to the 
Emergency Committee or to the movement in general in having a jo :mt committee as 
against the nresent procedure, particularly since in the nresent set-up, the 
Emergency Committee is kept informed of Dll that goes on. 
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Dr. Goldmann then made a further amendment to his previous recommendaticn -· 
that ,e should agree to a joint committee until the Hadassah Convention, after 
which the Arab-Jewish Relations Commit.tee should become a sub-committee of the 
IDnergency Committee. 

It was decided that the matter should be referred back to the sub-committee 
and also to the National Board of Hadassah. 

POLITICAL MATTERS 

Dr. Goldmann report.ed that during a recent vl$i·c he and Dr. Wise had had 

'With Mr. 1.:"elles, they questioned a statement wllich -the Pre~ident was supposed to 
have made to the new Iraq Minister in this country stating that after the war he 
felt sure Iraq, Syria and Palestine would become independent. Mr. Welles subse
quently informed Dr. Wise that this had been a misinterpretation. The President 
had merely expressed satisfaction that Syria had been assured independence and that 
he hoped the Palestine problem would also be solved in a just way. 

With regard to the general situation, Dr. Goldmann felt it was important that 
we find out tashington's views on the lateBt develonments. He reported that 
Mr. Ben-Gurion was seeing Mr. Bullitt in Washington, and that efforts were being 
made to have Dr. \{eizmann see Churchill before he leaves the country. In the 
meantime, Mr. Lourie had gone to Washington to see Mr. Martin, Churchill's private 
secretary. 

Mr. Weisgal. reuortGd that the attached telegram had been eent to Lord 
Halifax for transmission to Churchill on June 20, 1942, from Chicago. 

A recommendation had been made by Mr. Neumann that in view of the new emer
gency a delegation should visit the President to discuss the Jewish military force, 
or at least the question of arming the Jews of Palestine to defend themselves. 

It was the consensus of opinio~ that there should be such a delegation and 
that Dr. Weizmann and Mr. Ben-Gurion should also participate. 

Mr. Szold said we must make it clear that we want not merely a delegrtion -
we want actio,n. Therefore our approach must be very carefully thought out. He 
suggested \-fe see one of our \',asllington friends first. 

Dr .... Goldmann said that the aim of the deJegation should be to urge the 
President to press the British to arm the Jews. Dr. Weizmann ought to decide him
self whether he felt he should uarticipateJ but even in the event that he did not, 
Mr. Ben-Gurion would still participate as a Palestinian representative. 

Mr. Cruso approved the suggestion for a delegation and stated he had been 
instructed to recommend that the Emergency Uommittee consider holdihg a large mass 
meeting on the problems of Palestine's defense and the safety and security of the 
Yishuv .. 

Mrs. Pool expressed the opinion that we ought to prepare now for any emer
gency- for instance, a possible invasion of Palestine- and have a program ot'action 
outlined and ready for such an eventuality. Rabbi Kowalsky said he too felt it 
was important to orepare such e program. 

Dr. Goldmann suggested that a discussion with Mr. Ben-Ourion should take 
place on the question of specific action- evacuation, etc., that 'IJOUld have to 
be planned. 



• 
• • - 5 -

Mr. Neumann pointed out that the President's letter to Senator Wagner on the 
occasion of the Afierican Palestine Committee dinner stated trwt "immediate danger 
to Palestine has been removed - "• He believed that such a statement may have 
been based on information the President had received that the situation was safe 
and was at the same time an answer to our demand for a Jewish Army. Mr. Neumann 
felt doubtful tllat in view of this letter we could count on effective intervention 
of our Government. 

Mr. Neumann went on further to question whether we should consider following 
similar action of the Army Committee in getting telegrams from all over the coun
try to be sent to legislators in Washington, a suggestion he had made several days 
ago. He reported that he and Mr. Schulson had been in touch with a young man who 
had just been e,ppointed Washington correspondent for the Jewish Day and who would 
prove to be a valuable contact there. This young man had, in that capacity, 
talked to a number of people about the Jewish Army in Palestine and has been told 
that the idea of the Jewish Army was tttoo nebulous". 

This raised the question of whether this was the time to press for a resola
tion to be introduced in the House and/or the Senate. 

Dr. Goldmann felt it would be inadvisable to press members of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee to take any action on the Army question until we know more 
definitely the stand of the White House on thie matter, and what the State De
partment will advise the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Schulson reported an important opinion that it 11K>uld be fatal if we 
were to try to approach the Foreign Affairs Committee now, we first ought to ap
proach individual members of that committee and get them to understahd and support 
our view. 

Mr. Neumann re~orted on meetings he had held with various people in 
Washington. He had learned that the plans for the Chicago Near last Institute had 
been changed and that Prof. Charles A. Webster would soeak in place of MacDonald~ 
He had seen Mr. Alling of the State Department who was very much interested in tha 
attitude of American Jews to the Zionist problemJ he seemed particularly inter
ested in the recent conference of anti-Zionist rabbis held in Atlantic City. 
Mr. Neumann said he got the impression that anti-Zionists may have been talking 
to lv.1r, Alling. 

Mr. Neumann reported the following action• 

1. Dr. Paul Hanna's book "British Policy in Palestine" was off the press. 
2. Dr. Lowdermilk's gook was progressing. 
3. Uork with the Christian clergy consisted of trying to get 1,000 

signatures supporting a pro-Zionist Statement on Jewish 
immigration into Palestine; also the placing of articles in the 
clerical .press by rabbis and other iewish leaders. 

4. Ben-Ourion'e speech at the Extraordinary Conference had now been 
published in pamphlet form - s,ooo copies. 

5. The proceedings of the A.P.C. Dinner were being printed. 
61 Rei The Chicago Institute- Mr. Aglion, representing the Fl-ee French 

was to partioi~ate. He was a friend of Zionism and could be 
counted on for support. 

7. Frank Bannett•s speech at the Legion Celebration had been nrinted 
and was being distributed at his own expense. 

~ST-WAR AIM~ 
• Mr. Neumann reported that Mr. Schulson was getting Zionists to attend 

various Institutes on post-war aims and planning. He reported also that a small 
meeting was held on June 23 to discuss contacts with Peace Institutes. 
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There were present at this meeting Dr. Berkson, Miss Julliet BenJSJPin, 
A. Duker, 0haiJD Greenberg, Beryl Levy, Rabbi Schwefel, and Emanuel Neumann 
and H.a. Schulson. The following recommendations were made a 

l. A special brochure be prepared, setting forth Zionist peace aims 
which could be sent to institutes working on post-war reconstruction. 

2. I apeoial effort be made in Palestine to gather all possible material 
and make a study of the absorptive capacity of Palestine. 

3. A s;udy be made in America regarding the type of govemment and method 
of implementing a Jewish State during the transition period at the 
conclusion of the war. 

4. Existing Jewish institutes should be activited into giving consider
ation to the Zionist solution. 

5. Several Zionist organizations should get themselves on the map by 
registering themselves and indicating what work they are doing in 
connection with post-war problems, stating also what material they 
have available. 

6. Some methods be devised as to how institutes and groups working on 
post-war problems can be contacted and how we can introduce our
selves into their work. 

7. Research workers be engaged to prepare such material as is useful 
in this connection, and means be found to fine.nee this work. 

8. Seminaries, Jewish schools of learning and Jewish academicians be 
utilized to work on some specific studies in the above fields. 

Mr. Neumann mentioned further that it had been suggested the Emergency 
Committee work closely with Dr. Berkson in securing the necessary research mat'l. 
He announced that Dr. Albright, of Jolm Hopkins University, was going to consi
der the possibility of holding a Near East Institute there in the fall, He also 
announced that the Americm Council on Public Affairs was prepared to publish and 
distribute a series of pamphlets on Palestine and the Near East at their own 
eJII)enses. 

LEITER FROM RABBI GLAZER 

The Chairman reported a letter received from Rabbi B. Benedict Glazer 
of Detroit asking that due recognition be given to the part his late rather· had 
played in getting the Resolution on Palestine passed in 1922. It was pointed out 
that there would be complications due to the fact that mahl others had also 
participated in this effort. No decision was reached. 

FINANQIAJ. REPORT 
Mr. Szold submitted a memorandum aid report of Finances which he 

asked to have incorporated in the record. Both are attached. 

•,. 

A. L. 

, .. .. 
.. . 
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QORREQI'ION OF MINUTiS 

Rea June 3rd minutes• Mrs. Rosensohn asked to have :she following 

note recorded-

"The wording at present is 1It was decided to submit Mr. Ben~rion1s 

suggestion to a sub-committee to 11J0rk out details and report back. 1 

It is my belief that it should have been worded 1it was decided to 

suanit the suggestion to a sub-committee to explore further and report 

back.' Only under those circumstances could Mrs. Pool, Mrs.Jacobs and 

myself have voted in favor or this motion. ff 

Re, June 10th minutes r Mr. Neumann wished to have it recorded 

that with regard to Post-War llJns Organization the Committee approved 

the suggestion that Mr. Szold, in consultation with Mr. Neumann, be 

authorized to engage services of a competent person to work in this 

and related fields. 
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MEMORANDUM 

June 22, 1942 

To: Mr. Robert Szold 

From: Mr. Arthur Lourie 

For the yea:r 1942 the Keren Kayemeth and the Keron 
Hayosod allocated to the Emergency Committca the sum of 
$100 1000. In fact, howovor, by roason of deductions in 
rospoct of amounts pa.id by tho funds in Septcmb<3r and October 
1941, tho actual allocation for 1942 is only $i? ,ooo. 

Of this amount·, a further $8,000 is being wi theld 
at present by tho Karon Kayemeth because of tho deduction 
of a similar amount by the Koron Hayesod in rospoct of their 
advo.nco to us last Soptomber. 

Accordingly, for tho year 1942 the D:norgencJ Committoo 
is now schedulod to rocoivo only $59,000 in cash. 

We have so far rccoivod $33,500. Thus wo ~e still 
duo to receive from tho funds $25,500. 

Our cash expendituro for tho first five monfls of this 
yoor was $39,200 or $8,000 mnthly. 

Tho a.vorago monthly re-current expenses of t:le Committee 
is $6 1000.00 nnd the no:i;.recurrent expenses $2,500.00, moldn& 
o. total oonthly expendi turo of $8,500.00, 

We have no ca.sh in the bank nnd nro due to receive $8,500 
as furthor installmonts from tho Keren H~sod a.nd ~o Koren 
Ko.yet:ieth a.t tho boginni~ of July, which is to lo.st '1.S two ioonths. 
This doos not toke into account the $8,000 which is tn disputo 
with the Koren Kayooeth. 
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.A.verage Monthl;r Expenditures of Ancricnn Encrgoncy CoDDittoo 

For Zionist Affairs ~ased on Approxiooto Figuroa 

for Period Januo.ry 1 - ~ 31, 1942 

_________ ..,. _________ .,.. ___________ ..... __ ...... _ ......... 

Ro-current E..:g,o~sos 

So.larios 
Educational Ma.teriai 
Travel & EntortairJ:10Lt 
Miscollnnoous Exponsos 
Su.pplioa, Printing, otc. 
Cablos 
Telephone 
Audit 

Rent 
Maintonn.nce & Ropairs 
Postage 
Light 
Allowance to Refugees . 

(OUr ollown.nco for the mnth of 
Ju.no is only $235.00) 

Rented Equipnont 
Pu.rchn.so of Equipnont 

3~200.00 
275~00 
450.00 
380.00 
200.00 
475~00 
240.00 
15.00 

365!00 
10.00 
85.00 
40.00 

380.00 

10.00 
120.0,0 

Total of rocurront expensos 

Non,..recu.rront Expenses 

.Aoarican Polestine Cotltdttoa Dinner 
(This aoount is not coIJ,Plete) 

StruDD. rally ond publicit7 
J om.sh Arrq rally and pu.blici t~ 
Joidsh Logion Anniversary 

(This onount is. not conplete) 
Pnlcor 
Confcronco to Dr. Woizoo.nn 
Contribution to Froe World 
Subsidy to Hechciutz 

1715.43 

2880.79 
1780.ll 

74!75 
415.00 

3525.59 
550.00 
843.7g 

11,785.46 

6,245.00 

Estioo.ted conthly Exponso 21 357.00 

Total estino.tad nonthly oxpensa $8,602.00 



It 

.... 
CONFIDENTIAL 

Miml,TF,S OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEETING 
AMERICAH.~..9ENCX: QQMMITTEE FQR 

ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

~~~d:1,v~_Jµ],y 2, 19j_.L 

#76 

A meeting of the Office Commi·.itee was held on 'Wednesday, July 2, 1942 at 
41 E. 42nd Street. 

PRESENT• Mr. Lipsky, presiding_J Meed8Jiles Epstein and Halprin; Messrs. Bubliok, 
Bruso, Gold, Greenbe1'g. 

Dr. Goldmann, Messrs. Lourie, Schulson, Weisgal. 

Absent with ezcueea Dr. Wise, Dr. Goldstein, Judge Levinthal, MessJ?S. 
Neumann, Szold, Wertheim; Mrs. Pool. 

REPORI' OE ACTION 

Mr. Lourie reported the f'ollowingt 
1. A cablegram had been sent that morning, in the name of' the Emergency 

Committee and of all the organizations, to Mr. Churchill with reference to the 
mobilization of Palestine Jewry. (copy attached) 

2. A cable of greeting had been sent to the Yishuv in the name of the 
Committee. 

3. Two letters were read from Mr. Ben-Ourion, dated June 29 and July 1 from . 
Washington, D.c., regretting his inability to attend the meeting and reporting 
on his action in Washington. 

4. Telephonic reports were also received from Mr. Neumann and 1'·1r. Ben-Ourion 
with reference to the visit» of Dr. Weizmann to Mr. Sumner Welles and Lord Halifax. · 
Lord Halifax had left for England the following morning, but before his departure 
Dr. Weizmann had again discussed with him the question of Jewish military needs 
in Palestine and Lord Halifax had agreed to take up the matter with Mr. Churchill 
on arrival and to give it jis support. 

The situation had also been discussed with Mr. Welles who said he would 
c~cate immediately eith the American Consul in Jerusalem suggesting he get 
in touch with the Agency representatives and ascertain from them their immediate 
needs. • 

DISCUSSION RE PMSENT EMERQENCI 

A letter was read mm the Hashomer Hatzair urging a meeting in Madison 
Square Garden. Some skepticism was expressed in the light of past experience of 
the effectiveness of Zionist mass meetings at this time; On the other hand, it /\. 
was urged that the Zionist public were entitled to tnow what was being done and 
to feel that the leadership was active. A propoaal for comtinlng the possible 
Madison Square Garden meeting or the Congress on Nazi atrocities with the Emer
gency Committee on Palestine was rejected. 

It was finally agreed, 
l. That a meeting be organized for 1,000 to l,500 pereons drawn from 

the different organizatl,:,ns en 'l'h11rsday of next week, or the following Monday, 
depending on Dr. Weizmann's convenience, but not later than a week from Monday, 
to hear a report. There should be not more than three SJB akers, including 
Dr. Weizmann, and llr. Ben-Oui,ion, o.nd there sh:)uld b3 the possibility or 
diacusaion from the fioor. 
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2. There ~hould be a press conference next Monday, with the partici~ation 

or Dr. Weizmann and 1"1r. Ben-Gurion. Mr. Neumann had already telephoned to say that 
Dr. Weizmann was prepared to take part in such a conference. 

3. The organizations should circulate their members eeking them either 
to write or wire to their Senato:cs ur Congres$men urging that Jews in Palestine 
should be given arms for defense~ 

4. There shoulrl be a statement in behalf of the Committee intended 
primarily for the Yiddish press dealing with the rmesent situntion. 

DESPATCH OF MONIES TO PALESTINE 
After a brief discussion it was agreed that the best procedure would be to 

inquire from Palestine itself what monies should be transmitted at this time. 

HARRIS FOUNDATION-NEAR EAST INSTITUTE IN CHICAGO 

A letter from Judge Levinthal renorting on the meeting in Chicago was read, 
also a circular which was sent in cohnection with the meeting with a view to es
tablishing a permanent Near Ea.st Foundation. 

Attention was drawn to the list of those who, in terms of the circular, 
might be interested and perhaps contribute funds. These included Harris Institute 
members, oil companies, archaeologists and historians in/of Near Ea.st, tobacco 
compahies buying in the Near East and other importers and exporters, consular and 
diplomatic representatives, missionaries and teachers in ~erican schools in Near 
East, etc. 

A. Lourie. 
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. E.T.. HON- WINSTON CHURCHILL JULY 2 1942 
LOUDON 

THE ADVANCE OF THE NAZI ARMIE6: tovrARDS SUEZ BRINGS i!ITH IT THE THREAT 

or INVASION m PALESTINE .AND THEHEWITH THE POSSIBLE .A:JNIRILATION 

Ol!, THE \'ffiOLE OF PALESTINE J.E~1RY STO.~" FOR MORE TlIL.N TWO AND A HALF 

YE.ARS THE JEWG OF P.ALESTi l\TF, HAVE DEM.AYDED THE RIGHT TO DEFEND 

THEIR COUNTRY .Al~D TO FIGHT THE MORT.AL ENEiliY OF THEIR PEOPLE .AND 

OF HUiv1UHTY .ALONGSIDE THE ARMIES OF TH.E UNITED NATI ONS STOP THIS 

ELEMENTARY RIGh"T DElHED TO NO O~I1R PEOPLE WAS DEiiII.ED TO THEM 

THE PRECIOUS T~ME DURING \1.HICH A FORCE OF 50,000 TO 60,000 

P ;J.iEGTINIAlJ J:illWS RE.ADY TO DO .AND DIE FOR THEIR COUNTRY MIGHT HA VE 

BE.EN RAISED TBJ,.IlIBD JJID EQUIPPED HAS BEEN LOST STOP AT THIS TWELFTH 

HOUR WE URGE tviOST EARNESTLY THAT WITHOUT A MOMENTS FL'RTHER DELAY 

THEIR PLEA BE GRANTED JJID ALL AVAILABLE JEWISH M.ANPO\T.ER IN PALESTINE 

BE IMMEDIATELY MOBILIZED AND IF TE:EY GO DOW THEY SHOULD BE ENABLED 

TO GO DOWN FIGHTilG STOP WE SOLEMNLY AFFIRM TH.AT IF THIS IS NOT 

OONE AND SHOULD CATASTROPHE BEFALL IT WI LL BE BRITAINS RESPONSIBILITY 

l3EFORE HISTORY T'i!AT THE JEWS OF PALESTI}J"E IERE DENIED BY TF.E MAND

ATORY POWER THE RIGHT AND MEANS OF SELF DEFENSE STOP IN APPEALING 

TO THE CONSGIENOE OF THE BRITISH PEOPLE WE APPEAL ALSO TO YOU 

PERSONALLY WHO HAVE SO OFTEN SHOVIN YOUR SYMPATHY .AND UNDERSTANDING 

FOR THE CAUSE OF 'lHE JEW! CH PEOPLE WE KU O'i{ YOU WILL GIVE TEE 

MATTER CONSIDERATION IN THE LIGHT OF THE OUPR.EME DANGER AND URGENOY 

OF TEE HOUR 

STEPHEN S~ ITT.SE 
Chairman, .AJ:terican »nergenoy Oomrtltteo Zionist Affairs 

LEONG.ELLY.AN, President ~lizra~hi 
DAVID w.ER~fif.EIM, Gene- Seo•,-J'oale Zion 

LOUIS LEVINTHAL, President 
Zionist Organization 0f. 

America 
T.AMAll de SOLA POOL, P1·osicl.ent. 

Hada st->a..'1. 
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MINUTES OF tGWrING .__,._,,.~ ..... 
AMERICAN EMERGENCY C01iUT~ FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

July 8, 1942 

A meeting of the Amerioan Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs was hold 
on Wednesday night, July B, 1942, at 8130 P.M. 

PRESENT: Dr. Wise, prosiding; Judge Levint~, Jud.go Rosenblatt, Dr. Silyor, 
Messrs. Bublick, Oruso, Furmansky, Gollman, P. Goldman, Moreminski, 
Naidi tch; Mesdames Samuel Goldstein, Jacobs, Schoolman, Epstein. Fodo:.1 Dr. Gol&lann. 
Miss Leibol, Mr. Fishor, Mr. 1funtor 1 Dr. Perlz'7oig, Rabbi Shubow. 
• , Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal. 

D:iH'ENSE roND 

Dr. Goldmann reported tho special meeting hold at one o1 clock that day at 
tho Commodoro, to consider nn s.o.s. plea addressed to Hr. Bcn,...Gurion from 
Palestine for additional t10nies for plans for tho defense of Pnlostino against 
invasion. (See attached minutes.) 

Dr. Wise reported that the sentiment at tho luncheon mooting had been in 
favor of a separate campaign anx>ng Zionists to raise the S'l..1D of one million 
dollars over and above UPA collections. However, tho inrnodiate problem was tho 
socuring of LP. 40,000 which Mr. Bon-Gurion had boen authorized to plodge to 
Palestine by cablo. Dr. Wiso road Mr. Bon,..Gurion' s cable as follows a 

''LO 
ELIEZER KAPLAN 
JEWISH AGEUOY 
J ERJS.A.LEM P AiaSTINE 

July 8, 1942 

REFERENCE YOUR CABLE JULY THIRD NEXT itJESDA.Y FIFTYTHOUS.A.ND l'OU1IDS WILL 
BE SENT AS EXTRAORDINARY ZIONIST CONTRIBUTION A.PART FBOH REGULA.R FUNDS 
THIS Il{CLUDES TEUTHOUSAND POUNDS FF.OM RADASSAH HADASSAH REQ,UESTS ITS 
CONTRIBUTION l3E ALSO APPLIED SOL.DIERS WELFARE AJ:\'fl) MAINTENANCE HOSTELS FOR 
WOHEH AUXILIARIES CONFIRM THIS :BY OABLE TO HADASSAH 

D.A. VID BENGURION11 

A discussion followed on tho question of raising tho funds noodod for tho 
dofcnso of Palestine n.nd rodooning tho plod.go of LP. 40,000 inmodiatoly, as 

' promised in Hr. Bon-.Gurion' s cablo. 

Mr. Cruso proposed starting a campaign for self-taxation of Zionists, but 
it was pointed out to hil!l that this nothod of fund,..raising had provod to bo very 
unsuccessful. 

Mr. Gollman suggested that tho noncy could easily bo raised if 15 or a:) 
voluntaors could be found to cnnvaso tho Zionist comru.nitios for a poriod of four 
wooks. 
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Tho chairmnn ruled that all sugt;ostions for fund-raising techniques would . be rof orrod to a comi ttoe, but t h o it11)0r~nr/j t:1.:1.ng to discuss m.s tho approvn.l of tho sugeostion to start a caq,aign at this tioo for extraordinary dofcnso funds. 

Mrs. Epstein raised tho question of tho UJA and Rabbi Silver explained that only the JNF and. t,:1.O Koren Hayoscd. wcro bonoficiarios of tho UJA as dofinod by tho contract and that Zioni~tu could go out and collect money froo tho Zion,.. ists of Aoorica for this oocrgoncy without broak::!.ng tho contrac-t. 

Dr. Gold.mn.nn so.id it 1,1as apparent that Il'o 50e000 uould be insufflciont and roprosontod only un inmediate neod. Ho proposed that wo start a cnnpaign to raise at least ono n:.llion dollars. 

Mr. Moroninski proposed that tho IJOnoy bo secured on tho basis of mnthly contributions to ooot a nonthly budget. 

Hrs. SchoolL1Dll pointed out that the Energcncy Conni t-too uas not a fun~ raising body and that bnd relations night bo created with t"'.1.o UJ A if it wore to ongago in fund-raising, ncspito tho actual torrno of tho cnnt~a~+,. She bolioved that tho Eocrgonc;r ,: s suffi~iently groat for the UJA to o.pp:~ovo a spccinl car:;.. paign if it wore inforu0do 

Hrs. Jacobs po:i.:14iod. out that inplied in tho c..rr:.:i.n6 uncnt ni th tho UJA "i7as tho collection of mxiDLD funis fron tho wholo Ju-rduh 11li.;l i~,, Sho therefore propo sod thnt it ,;rould bo J.::10 part of ui sdon, both fron the :o s:?chologieal and financial point of vie\1, to d.ro.u in the UJA in the special a:-p0c•.l for ooorgcncy funds - not only should their sanctio~ bo askod, but t hoy snould bo actually draw in. 

Judge Rosenblatt also urged that the peroission of ~~o JDC bo secured for tho caopaign and thnt it be asked for a spociru. contribution. 

Hr. v10 isgal said that in such an omorgoncy one could not cone boforo the public ,n. th an appeal for a sun n.s small as a qnartor of u ulllio:-:-J. c.ollnrs and hopo to fire their ioag~.nation or their c9nfidont!o that sojJn,;,lj_ 3. sun co't:ld o.vort disastor. He urgnd that plans ·bo on.do ancl mchinor;r, tlnt up to la.·J.nch a cn.r:ipaign for at least one Dillion dollars. 

Rabbi Silver pointod out thnt tho inoodiatc sun asked for by Mr. Be~Gurion uns LP. 50,000, LP. 10,000 of uhich had alroad~y boon contributed by Hndassah. He did not believe it \71.so to give publicity to tho fact that oonoy \7ao being raised for the arning of the Jows of Pa.lostino against tho ,T.i.shes of Groat Britain and withou~ such publicity it uould bo inpossible to rn.iso a olllion dollars in a special caopo.i~. If uo uontod to get tho r:x,noy it should cooo fron Zionists thonselves. 

Dr. Goldnann said that in his opinion a caq)aign was a psycho+ogical. necessity. The people of this country uoro ongcr to do sonothing specific in this ooergency and \70u.ld surely respond to a call for extraordinary funds. 

Judge Lovinthol said ho agrood m.th Rabbi Silvor that the iaoodinte probloo .ms tho raising of LP. 40,000. Ho proposod postponing further disaussion of n ca.qpaign until after tho 09oting callod for Monday afternoon. Wo uould thon bo in a bettor position to detoraino uhothor such a cru:1paign uou.ld bo practicablo or likoly to bo succossful. 
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Mr. Mentor said if tho si tuo.tion uoro ns serious n.s hn.d boon picturod o.nd 
tho invasion of Pnlostino inninont, tho noncy for dofonso should cone froo tho 
Funds. • Ho boliovcd tho prospects of n succoosful co.r.:ipa.ign for one Dillion clollQ.rs 
o.ro nil; that tho KH n.nd KKL propo.gn.nd.n had concontra.tod on tho dofonso angle 
n.11 y~n.r, and tho public would oxpoct this cocrgoncy to bo not fron thoso funds. 

t~s. Jacobs snid thnt if it uoro true that tho ooorgoncy uas so groat as to _. 
nnko the throat of invasion 5.mjncnt, thon all nonios o.ct~'lJ.ly in Pnlostino 
should bo used, a..'1.cl m:i.oy dopositocl in cacrow in this country nga.inst those funds. 
She on.do tho point thnt if thoro nctually uore an invasion, nonios should not bo 
in tho country for tho invader. It uns pointed out to her that Po..lostino un.s 
trying to socuro a loan of LP. 75 9 000 for tho dofonso fund n...~d wa.s, itself, try
ing to raiso L'F. 200 100011 

Mrs. Schoolnnn snid she rrould bo opposed to having tho Eoorgoncy Ooi;inittoo 
raise nonoy for a yearly dofonso budget, Tho probloo wns to ncot tho bud.got for 
tho noxt tuo nonths and beyond thn.t we should OD.kc no plo.no at this tioo. 

Jud.go Rosenblatt uarnod that any soparnto cnnpaign uould affect future 
collections of the UP.A.. 

~.1r. Cruso supportoa. Dr. Goldnannf s suggestion thn.t wo try to raise one 
nillion dollars. Ho sail uo ougit to tnko a long range viou and not lo.y oursolvos 
open to the nccuso.tion t:1at uo had not plan.nod n.hoad. Ho t 1croforo ure;od tho 
sotting up of no.chinery to rainc one nillion dollars and uo.s confident that Zio~ 
ist nonbcrship uould respond. 

Dr. Gold.arum oxprossod his o.nazonent nt .tho reaction of hesitation ond 
uncertainty about the 'f.lisdoo or tho necessity for appealing for cxtro.ordinn.ry 
funds to noet this encrgoncy. Ho oodo a vigorous nppoal for the accoptnnco of 
tho proposal to raise ono Dillion dollars amne Zionists and, if nocosso.ry, to 
appeal to tho WA for a contribution. 

Miss Foder pleaded that tho rank o.nd file o.no~ Zionist oonborshi:p bo in,.. 
eluded in tho func1-.rnising plans. Sho boliovod that ovcry Zionist uould unnt 
tho opportunity of ro~pondine. 

Hr. Furoonsky snid tho rrholc question uas bound up uith tho oxtont to uhich 
uo in Anorica identified oursolv9s uith Pnlostino. ~o nro cho.llongod by a 
situation of oxtrono gra.vi ty and rust cooo boforo tho Aocricnn Jo,1ish cor.nmi ty 
to nsk for additional sacrifices. 

Rabbi Silver rocallod that a sun froo UPA collections ws oa.rnnrkod for 
Va.ad Bito.chon o.nd thn.t it ,1ould therefore bo vory difficult to secure nn addition... 
n1 Dillion dollars fron .Anorican Zionists nt this tino. 

No decision 'tm.S taken about tho setting up of n fund to rniso ono Dillion 
dolln.rG. Tho cho.iroo.n roquostod Mr. W0 isgn.1 1 Mr • . Fishcr, Mr. Lourio nnd Mr. 
Mon tor to procood ,;-11th tho plan of inviting lor1ding Zionists to cono to a. spo
cinl nooting on l1ond.ay n:ftornoon at the Oo::inodoro. 
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DR. MA.ONES 

In vio't7 of tho long agenda. nnd urgent problons uhich required discus
sion, it uns sugeontcd thnt tho question of Dr. Hncnos bo posti-:)onod. Both 
Rabbi Silvor and Mrs. Epstein urgod that tho opposition of tho Eoorgency Oor,. 
n:i ttoo to tho poli ticnl position taken by Dr. 1.1ngnos bo recorded, but no action 
uas tnl<cn nnd tho uholo mttor uas postponed. 

Mr. NEUWJ.ANlft s REPORT -----·----~ 
Mr. Noun.1.!L."1. reported on tho following nattcr::.a 

1. Tho 't7holo quontlon of mss registration .of Zionists as rocordod in tho 
ninutos of Juno 24~ 1942, had been reforrod to the four organizations, o.nd 
their reports had not yot boon rocoivod. 

2. Tho stntonent reported to have boon nn.do by tho Minister of Iraq regarding 
nssurnncos given by the United States governncnt as to tho independent 
status of Iro.q uftor tho uar, uns discovered to have boon groundless. 

3. Tho Near East Di vis~.o:i of tho State Departoont is gront"!..y interested in 
tho conference of nn't i.-Zionist rabbis. Al)pnrontlyr thoy hnvo been got.
ting cor.nu.nico.tionA fron no~Zionist and o.nt:i.-Zionis•;jS a.nd arc follouing 
tho situntion closol~,._ 

4. The Conference of the Rnbbinica.J. Assoribly unn.nimusly passed a resolution 
requesting a Jorn.sh Amy. 

5, A oessage had boon sont to the British Enbossy for transnission to tho Frioo 
l!inistor uhilo ho ros hero, but tho oossago had not boon rocoivod. Houover, 
tho Eoor~oncy Coooi tto0 had cablod to tho Prine dinis·tor urging that tho 
Jous of Pnlestino be ioDodiotoly oobilizod and placing the responsibility 
squnr0ly on Groat Brito.in. 

6. Dr. Woizonnn and Mr. Ben,..Gurion hnd soon pooplo in tho '7ar and No.Vj 
Depnrtnonts on bohnlf of in':locliato nobilization of the Jc\1s of Pnlostino. 

7. Dr. Woizoonn hnd hac1 n hnl.f hour intorvio't7 ui th the President. 'lhe 
Prosidont indicated n eonuino intorost and synpathy for tho Zionist progran. 

8. In nn intorvioi.7 m. th tho Under, .. S0 crotary of Stnte• Dr. 't7oiznn.nn po.do a _. 
po't7orful plon for intorvontion on tho pn.rt of the United States governnont 
rri th tl10 British for tho innodiate nobilizntion of tho Jous of Polostino. 

A nonornndun on the uar potcntio.1 of Palostino, propnrod by Hr. Bon--Ouri9n 
for tho War Dopartnont, ho.d boon loft m.th the Undor-Socrotnry. Ho 
seooed to bo iqprosscd m.th tho gravity of tho situation and o.ccoptod Mr. 
Nouno.nnfs suggestion thnt ho instruct tho Anorican Consul in Joru.saleo to 
got in touch uith tho heads of tho Jorn.sh Aeonc7 to discuss tho noods 
n.nd plans for tho dofonso of tho countrJ. 



Minutes 1/63 
J\llY 8, 1942 

9. Mr. N8'llIJaJ;lll also reportod on the attitude of the nilitary authorities in 
Washington on the question of .Anorican participation in the defense of tho 
Nenr East, 

BUDGET 

Judge Levinthal reported the proposal of the budget conr.uttoo that all 
oonios raised for Pnlostine bo ta.xod to socuro tho budget of the poli tJ.cul work 
of the Eaoreoncy Coonittoo~ Ho further reported tho decision of the Office 
Conni ttoo that tho officers of tho Et1orgoncy Cono.lttoo, roprosento.t1.ves of tho 
pnrtios and tho heads of the :ii'unds neot to discuss the rotter. 

In viow of tho lateness of the hour it was decided to postpone a discussion 
of ~ho budget to another nooting. Rabbi Silver asked that his views bo recorded, 
since he night not bo present at the nooting at which tho budget would bo discus
sed. 

R::i.\Jbi Silver said that up to now our political work wn.s inadequate and this y 
was largely duo ~o lack of funds nnd a dofini to bud.goto As far as educating 
public opinion wns concerned, only tho surface had boon scratched. Nothing had 
boon done about roach7_;_~: tho nassos, thoro wo.s not yet a good 7,ionist publi.cation, 
Ho believed that if tho job whic.½. rust be done is t9 bo done :propor:y, it will 
roquiro a bud.got of about n qunr~er of a Dillion dollars a your~ Tho question 
of whoro that noney ls to co!lle f:ron rust be docidcde Pnr·G of UPA noney was 
always onrnarkod for poli ~i.cnl work in London and Jort:i.sru.on. It is just as nooos
sary to do poli ticnl uoii'k in :f .,'17 ·.,:erk o.nd '7nshington, therefore 0 ha boliovod it 
was reasonable and necessary that the UPA, Hadnssah and tho Gowcrks~haft colloc~ 
ions should bo truced for this purpose. But,rognrdloss of just how tho budget is 
to be secured, oonoy rust bo found for this all inportnnt work. Dr. Silver further 
ronarkod that in his opinion too r.uch propngo.nda in tho p st yoo.r had beon direct
ed to tho Jo\"lish krny and. not enough basic. Zionist education wns being dono. 

Tho nootine was adjourned at lls30 P.M. 

H. C, 
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· MIHJJ'IJS OF OFFIQI 001:JMl'J'l'Ri AMERICAN QfEROENOX QOMMIT'.ID FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs waa held on Wednesday, July a, 1942 at 4 p.m. at 41 E. 42nd St. 

PRF.SW• Judge Levinthal (preeiding)J Mr. Bublick, Mr. Oruso, Mr. Gellman, Mrs. Epstein, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Greenberg, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. LipskJ, Dr. Wise. 
··Dr.. Ooldilarfn·.' 
Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Schulson. 

MB, UUMANN'S REPORT 

Mr. Neum811Jl repo?1ied on action taken in Washington last week to obtain the intervontion of the u.s. government for the def'enee or Palestine. Senator Wagner had promised to speak to the President and had alao eent a cabled tjessage to the Manchester Ouardian and Daily Herald in London through their correspondents here, urging that the Jews of' Palestine be ~1¥ movilized against the threat or immediate invasion. 

Dr. Wei~ had ht1d an interview with the President and was cordial]¥ received. The President invited him to see lwn again in about ten days. Dr. Weizmann had also seen various people in the military and State Departments on ~he qucati:"Jn or 'ir1:1c(;.ic.to -r.1obiliznti"n·of Jews in Pnlostin•e .. •• 

Mr. Neumann pointed out that it was practically impossible to publicize any or the political action taken on behalf or the defense of Palestine, because or its confidential nature. • 

In repponse to a suggestion of Dr. Ooldmann's that local delegations visit their Senatore in Washington urging their cooperation in the matter of arming the Jews or Palestine, Mr. Neumann said he thought there was little value in such action, inasmuch as the President had alreadJ been approached and there was no specific action which the Senators could take, 

MDTINO AT JmJ!I. ASTOR 

Mr. Schulson reported on the plans tor a meeting of the Zionists ot the metropolitan area on Monday night, July 13. Dr. Weizmann had consented to address the meeting, Mr. Ben-Ourion had not, (See attached letter). 

There was some discussion aa to the program and purpose or the meeting. The meeting had been called to answer the demands of Zioniats for intormation as to the activities of the Emergenc7 Committee 1n the present crisis. It had been contemplated to have speakers from the noor. 

Various suggestions were made for the Pt"ogr,m ot the meeting. The tom.ow-ing progrem was agreed upon• 

Chairman - Judge Levinthal 
Address- Dr. Weimann 
Report ot activities ot &nergenc7 Comittee- Mr. Neumann Sut.sarr - Dr. Goldmann 
Iq questions are to be asked trom the noor b7 members or the 

Dnergeney Committee. 



.. 
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MAJ)ISON SQUARE QABPliN MRiJ'INQ 

Dr. Wise said that he was authorized by the American Jewish Congross to 
invite the Emergenc7 Committee to Join 1n the sponsorship or a meeting to be held 
in Madison Square Garden on TueeclaJ evening, July 21. The meeting was being 
called for two purposes (a) to record our senseor desolation and horror at the 
ciass murder of Jews in Central and Eastern Europe and (b) to demand d>t Great 
Britain and the United States that under no circumstances shall the Yishuv suffer 
the seme rate~ 

The Congiress had decided to invite the throe bodies now in the General 
Jewish Oouncil to participate in the meeting ond join in the sponsorship. 
Mr. Waldman, on behalf or the General Jeld.eh Council, had telephoned to inform 
Dr. Wise that the Council had decided on the following actiont (a) to issue en 
appeal to the Synagogue Council to oall for speoial ■ervices on Tisha B1AvJ 
(b) to presont a petition to the President or the United States, 

Dr· •. Wise further pointed out that the expense or the meeting would be trom 
six to oight thousand dollars and organa ations participating in the sponsorship 
would be expected also to participate proportionately to the expenses.. Admission 
charges might, perhaps, cover the axpenses, but an immedinto cash outlay was 
necessary for renting the Oarden, etc. He propcsed that the Emergency Committee 
guarantee not less than $1,000 and should, through its constituent organizations, 
attempt to sell tickets up to that 8I!lount. 

Mrs. Epstein said that she did not believa Hadassah could successfully 
sell tickets, but it would cake an attempt. However, no commitment could be 
made .. 

Mr. Lipsky pointed out that the financial participation or the various 
organizatious would be merely a guarantee against any deficit, which would be 
met on a basis proportionate to the amount contributedJ the same arrangement 
would hold if there were any profit over and above expenses. 

It wa• agreed that the Emergency Committee nccept the invitation to par
ticipate in the sponsorship or the Madison Square Garden meeting of the American 
Jewish Congress end to underwrite any loss to tho extent of t1,ooo, the loss to 
be shared proportionately by oll participating organizations. The Emergency 
Committee is to advance the t.L,ooo i.Jlnediately, and to call upon its constituent 
organizations to participate 1n the sale or tickets. 

Mr. Lourie pointed out, in this connection, that there vae lese than 
t2,ooo left in the treasury for J\lJ.¥ ahd August. However, furthor conies are due 
from the Keren liayeeod. 

Mr. Lipslq' propc..eed that Mr. Szold, the treasurer, call a meet.i·:lg of the 
heads or the Funds to discuss further the budget of the &!lergency Comoittee. 

BUOOEI' 

Mr. Neumann, in tho absence of Mr. Szold, read the attached memorandum 
on tho budget, which had been previously circulated to the Office Committee. 
Mr. Neuaann said that the Emergenc7 Committee had been operating on a "shoe- :. • 
string" and that the budaet was in no way commmsurate with the work to be done. 
Dr. Weizmann hacl-:repeatedly urged that a political fund be created. Mr. Neumann 
himself had prepared a budget last fall to the amount or $280,000 but no action 
had been t8ken and no provision made to secure an adequate budget. 
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The committee which had met proposed that the responsibility or meeting the budget must be shared by all organizations or institutions which raise funds £or Palestine, including Hadassah and Gewerkshaften, on a pro-rata basis, and Mr. Neucann believed that the principle involved should be discussed by the Office ColDQittee. The suggestion had been made by the budget committee that each org8llization contribute to the budget or the Emergency Committee to the extent of 5%. 
Mrs. Jacobs said she believed every one agreed on the necessity or expandirg the political program of the Emergency Committee snd· .. ecourinf; an adequate budget for it. Up to now, she considered that the work had been carried in an irrespon~ sible way, in view of the critical situation, But, she believed, in order to work out a program, a committee of the four organizations must caet to consider the 

whole pro})lOI:1. 

Mr. Lipsky said that the &nergency Committee represented all the parties and should be able to reach a decision on this question which would be binding on all narties, naIJely, to tas: all collections for Palestine for the political work 
in f:.merica. 

Mrs. Epstein said that thera was no point in agreeing on n principle, unless its rracticability were detennined. Hadassah, for example, would have to change its 100% clause to oeet this new situation. Mrs. Epstein said she did not know what position Had11ssah \\IOuld truce, but she was certain it would require a ~' • ·:. long and thorough discussion by the National Board. 

Mr. Neumann saici that the responsibility for a budget for politicol actiYijr can no longer be evaded or postponed. He proposed that a small cocmittee of the Office Coilliilittee prepare a stateI:1ent interpreting the budget committee's memorandum, which should be presente~ to the executive ComI:littees of the various organizations. 

Mr. Lipsky emphasized the necessity of the Emergency Committee itself adopting a decision in respect to this matter, before presenting it to the various organizations. 

Dr. Goldstein proposed thnt the oeeting which Mr. Newnann reported be considered a preliminary meeting with the heads of the Funds, and that nnothor meeting be called with the heads of the Funds and representatives of the four parties. Mr. Neumann explained that the meeting which pa reported had met to consider only the immediate financial situotion, but had found itself involved in a discussion or the entire progrllil and fihancing of tho political work of the Eciergency Cocmittee. He made the following alternative pr6posals1 
(~) That the Emergency Committee demand from the Funds a contribution to the political work, 
(b) That the whole question be discussed at the full meeting to be held that night, 
{c) That the question be considered at a meeting of the ropresentatives of the four organizations, the officers of the Emergency Committee, and the heads or the Funds. 

Mrs. Epstein made a motion to accept Mr. NeWJann 1e third proposal, and the motion was unanimously carried. It was further agreed, upon Mr. Neumann's suggestion, that the matter be discussed at the full meeting that evening. 

ORDER SONS OF ZION 
Judge Levinthal reported a request from the Order Sons of Zion £or an observer to attend meetings of the Dnergency Committee. It was agreed to grant this request and to so infort1 the Order Sons of Zion. 

M.C. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEB 
AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIBS 

. . 
A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency~ommittee for 

Zionist Affairs was held on Wednesday, July 15, 1942 at 4 p.m. at 41 E. 42nd St. 

PBESENTt Dr. Wise (pr~siding); Mrs. Epstein, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. :Ben,..Zvi, Mr. :SU.blicke 
Mr. 0ruso, Mr. Furmanslcy', Rabbi Gold, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Szolci.r 
Mr. Wertheim; Mr. :Se~Gurion, Dr. Gol~. 

BY INVITAT·IONt Mr. Daniel Frisch, Indianapolist Judge Bosenbla.tt. 
Mr.Fisher}h°• Neumann, Mr, Schulson. l!r. Shatzer• Mr. Weisgal. 

MA.DISON SQIJABE GABDEN 1.@1l'ING 

The Treasurer was authorized tQ p~ the sum of $1,000 to the American Jewish 
Congress representing the contribution of the Emergency Committee toward its share 
of the expenses for the Madison Square Garden meeting on July 21, as decided at 
the meeting of July a. 

The Chairman said ho wanted again to make it quite clear that the meoting would 
not be a Zionist meeting and would not call for a Jewish A.rm:,. It is to be a 
meeting of protest and sorrow at the fate of the Jews in Europa and a demand will 
be made that the Yishuv shall not bo compelled to suffer tho same fate. It was to 

have},'hB8!d undor tho auspices of the American Jewish Congress, B1nai Brith and the 
Jewish Labor Committee. The Emorgoncy Committee had been invited to participato 
in tho sponsorship and Dr. Wise expressed the hopo that ho had made explicit the 
character of tho mooting so that there would bo no misunderstandings or disa.ppoint.
ments whon it was found to be not a specifically Zionist meeting. 

Mr. Fu.rmansky proposed, on bahalf of Hashomer Hatzair, that the Zionist groups 
participating in tho sponsorship of the meeting, circulate their own advance :pro
paganda and publicity of a specifically Zionist character. It was pointed out 
that at the previous Offico Committee meeting, it had f:3,].reaey been agreed that tho 
four parties roprosentod in the Emergency Committee sell tickets and take tho 
responsib111tJ' for urging their member• to participate. 

Dr. Goldstein expressed tho opinion that from tho Z1on1st point of view the 
meeting would be bound to prove a disa.ppointmont and many Zionists will f eol let 
down. Howovor, ho rocognizod that it is impossible to satisfy evoryono in a 
meeting of this kind. He said that he porsonal.11 felt it might havo been wiser 
had the ·Emergoncy Comittoo Y4thd.rawn from tho sponsorship of the mooting• ina.snuch 
ao tho lack of its specific Zionist charactor might subject the Emorgency Committee 

· to considerable embarrassment.. However I ho ma.do no recommendation, and said ho 
was merely oxprossing a personal opinion. 

Mr, W0 rthoim said he . belioved that a demand that Palestino be safeguarded from 
the same fate as had bofallon European Jewry., tantamount to a request for a Jam.sh 
Arrrq to defend l?alostino. 

It was agrood that tho F,morgoncy Committee abide by its previous decision to 
participate in tho sponsorship of tho Madison Square Gard~ meeting callod by the 
Amorican Jam.sh Congress and that the constituent organi-zations should do what
ever they could to secure the attendance of thoir members. 
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Minutes ,fl7 of 
Offico Oommittoo Mooting 

July 15, 1942 

DEFENSE FUND 

lir. Bor.,Gurion roportod that at a necting of the .leaders of the Zionist movonent in .A.oorica ho had boon authorized to pledgoe on their behalf, that tho sum of LP. 50,000 would bo sent to Palestine on July 14. Tho LP. 10,000 contribution of Hadassoh had already been c.:l.blcd, but the LP. 40,000 pledged beyond that had not yet boon sent. Ho urged that it bo sont imnodiatolyo 

Thero follouod a lengthy discussion on tho sources for securing tho LP. 40,000 for imod.iato transnission. In this connection }:tr. Montor reported that Rabbi Silver had telephoned and requested him to transnit his moss8€e to the meeting as follous: 

Rabbi Silver said that the pledge made to Palestine tJUst be honored. It had boon thought that to occt tho pledge, the money might be borrowed froo tho UPA and Rabbi Silver rm.s prepared to use his author5.ty to di:rect that the money bo fornardod fron tho UPA treasury. 

The following tolegrno addressed by Rabbi Silver to Judge Rosonblatt or Dr. Goldstein uas road~ 

l ::.:.ly lBc, 1942 

nouR com.HTi.rs:r.r 'I ' :B.:rr&J.R:CON AT M.EETI:-JG j-'"~ST r. L!:.L::·1·Jr: ),i~-~ ··.~corr WAS CLEAR AND UNCOIIDITIONAL. ]E'.i.-TGU?.:£01J 1;:s AUTHORIZED TO C ... \BL:E r1.t~L:SSJ.1.Gw S.1H\T $ 160r000 U0ULD :BE OABLZD ON TUESD.'\.Y lw.ID T:It-'.·l "UPA WOULD SUPPI&.fPThiT B. 11) \17 .' :DUN:!: ri10 Bji; BAISED AT M'.)NDAY .AFTERNOOH HF1.,ETl1JG-. THE FACT THAT ONLY S.!A..L:i SJh 'f7':.G .REA:.:iJ:ZED AT dONDJl~Y MEETING OOES NOT ,4FFECT THE SITUATION AND NO LIDAL TZJiL'I ~~;/rTI]:S SHOULD :BE INVOKED TO DELAY ACTION. WAYS fllLL HAVE TO BE FOUND TO RAISE FROH PRIVATE SOURCE.J AS MUCH OF THIS SUM AS POSSIBLE. U'E SHOULD NOT CONFUSE Olfil FRI:F2.IDS EJ P.ALESTINE OR GO BACK ON OUR OUN PLEDGES KINDEST REGARDS 

AEBA HILLEL SILVER" 

Hr. Montor warned that once ooney TI"ns borrouod fron the KH and KKL treasuries it uould be o.loos·~ iopossible to pay it b~ck by rui appeal to the public. He said that ho did not boliovo u soparato crunpaign0 such ns had boon contenplated, t1ould bring in large suns of nonoy for defense. Tho UJA allotnent coDOi ttee uas to oeot shortly and ~ould bo presented \7ith a cable fron Eliezor Kuplnn outlining Palestine's spocial. ua.r neons. The chances of securing the additional Dillion dollar~ requested in Mr. Kaplan~ a cablo, depend on being able to prove our uil,. lingnoss that tho UJA shall bo the only sourco from uhich that nonay is to bo raised. Mr. Montor recallod the disappointing response to various previous plans for raising additionol nonios for Pulestino through special. appeals o.nd loans and urged that tho futuro collections of tho m and XXL ba not jeopardized by tho innugura.tion of a soparuto ca.npaign nou. 

Mr. Montof; o.lso explm.nod that uithout specific instructions fron both the KK and the KH, tho UP.A. had no authority oi ther to get a loan froo the bank or to send tho noney fron its treasury. 

Mr. Szold proposed that tho UP.A. night bo authorized to borro-u tho JJOno;r if dirocted by tho Eoorgoncy Comitteo. 
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It mi.a tho consensus of opinion that tho chn.ncos of rop9¥ing a bank loan 
mdo by- the UP.A uero groo.tor than ropeying nonoy sont from availo.ble funds., 

After considorablo discussion, it was docidod that the Eoorgency Connitteo 
request the Keren Ha.yosod and the Koren Kayooeth to cable $80 9 000 respectively 
to Palostine to oeet tho pledgo. It is understood, however, that this nonoy 
is to bo ropo.id to those troo.su.:r.:i.os o.nd is to bo consldored only in tho naturo 
of a loan. 

A discussion thon follouod on tho question of securing furthor funds for 
the defense of Palostineo 

~s. Epstein reported, on bohn.lf of Hadassnh, a strong sontioont in favor 
of securing the syapathy and cooperation of the UJA in m1Y appeal for add.itionnl 
funds. 

Dr. Goldnann ago.in urged that at least a m.llion dollars be raised. Ho 
o.grood that the UJA should be approached and proposed tho.tit be o.sked for a 
spocial appropriation for the dofonse of Palestine. It night oven be possible 
to secure supplooontary_oonics fron Welfare Funds. Ho suggoztod that the Office 
Coooittoo appoint a cormittoo to negotiato 't7ith tho UJA and tho Welfare Funds 
and report its findings. 

Dr. Goldstein poin~od out that oonc:r socurod fron tho UJA or Welfare 
Funds would oeroly increase tho share of the UJA in tho n.r:10·c..nt of □onoy raised. 
and would not roprosont oxtra oonios over and abovo noroal collections, such 
as had boon contcoplatcd. 

Mr. W0 isgal said that in his opinion tho UJA co1:1ld hardly resist tho claoor 
of popular opinicn aoong Zionists for a soparato cnqpaign to ocot tho noeds of 
Palestine at this nooont of throate~ed Nazi invasione Ho proposed that the 
situation bo described to tho UJA and folt ~onfidont that their poroission for 
a spocial caopaign oould be socurod. 

robbi Gold s~id he believed that a separate canpaign would also strengthon 
the oornlo of tho Zionist rx,veoent in .Aoorica and tho.t this should not be lost 
sight of in discussing oethods of securing an additional nillion dollars. 

It was the consensus of opinion that tho first stop in the raising of 
a Dillion dollar fund for tha_defonso of Palestino ~as a discussion ui.th the JDC 
and UJA. If there is to bo a. separate co.npaign 1 t should bo m th tho consent and 
good will. of those tuo bodies. 

It oos agreed that a coIJIJitteo be appointed to discuss the ootter m.th tho 
JDC and IDA in the light . of the various proposals and suggestions oad.o, This 
cotJr.Jittoe is to be oopo~orod to convene tho Office OoDDittoo at its discretion 
to discuss tho trond. of tho negotiations. The coonittee is cooposed of Mrs. 
Epstein, lh'. fisher, Ro.bbi Gold, Rabbi ~oldstein, Ur. Lipsley-1 ih'. Lifshitz, 
Mr. Monter, Judge Rosenblatt, Mr. Rosoff, Rabbi Silver, Mr. Shoman Shu.loan, 
Mr. Szold, Mr. Woisgal and Mr. W0rthehl. 

:BUDGET 
It oos dccidod that a discussion of the budget should be on the agondo. for 

the next ceeting •. Mr. Haolin, to rop:res9nt the G0uorkscha.fton canpaign o.nd. 
Jud.go Rosenblatt as tho chm.roan of the Koren Heyosod, a.re to bo invited to 
attend the ceoting. M. c. 
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.AMERICAN EM.ERqENCY OOMl!ITTEE Fpl\ ZIONlST ,AlFAIF._5, 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American »nergency Committee fo~ 
Zionist Affairs was held on 'fednes~, July 221 at 4,oo P, M, at 4l E. 42nd St, •q~z_ 

PRESENTJ. Judge Levint~ (presiding)J Mrs. Epstein, Mr. Gellman, Rabbi Gold, 
Mr .. Greenberg, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Szold, Mr. Wertheim, Dro Wi.s · 
Dr. Goldmann. 

BY INVITA;TIONt, Mrs. Archibald Silverman, 

MADI,SON: S9P'ARE GARDEN: MEETING 

Dr. Wise reported that the meeting held. the :previous evening in Madison 
Square Garden had been gonerally successful. In Mr. Be~Gurion1 s opinion the 
message sent by the Prime Minister of England was very valuable inasmuch as it 
was the first public reference to the participation of the Jews of Palestine in 
the war effort. 

ni.o expenses for the meeting had been approximately $7,.ooo, but the 
financial accounts were not yet prepared. 

las. Epstein deplored the fact that the Emergency Oommittee had contributed 
a thousand dollars as its share in the expenses of tho meeting. 

In this connection Ur. Szold pointed out that };le had issued the cheek for 
$1,000 because he had been so instructed• but ho believed it wrong t9 have voted 
the money in view of the lack of funds in tho treasury. After this week there 
will be only $385.00 in tho treasury-, not enough to meet the :payroll. Ho had, 
however, assumed that the Emorgoncy Committee V10uld receive some recognition as 
one of the sponsors of the mooting, but it had not. 

Dr. Goldmann pointed out that all the releases sent out to tho newspapers 
had mentioned that the meeting was held under the auspices of the American Jewish 
Congress, the B•nai Bri~h, the Jewish Labor Committee with the cooperation of the 
Emergency Committee and the Synagogu.e Council, but the press had all omitted 
mention of the last two. 

Mr. Li:pslcy' recalled that when the $1,000 had been voted, Mr. Louria had 
pointed out the depl9ted state of the treasury-. Ho'\V8Ver, at that time it had been 
said that the balance of the mone~ due from the Funds to the Emergency Oommi tteo 
should be called for. 

Jt was agreed to postpone further discussion of the thousand dollar contri
bution to tho Madison Square Gard.on meeting until the account of the oxpenses 1s 
prepared. 

Dr. Goldmann said that the matter of securing the money for the bud€et of 
the Emergency Committee from the l\mds had been repoatedly discussed. The Funds 
take the position that the fiscal yo~r from January to January, whereas we had 
reckoned on tho fiscal yoar as from October to Octobor, and tho matter has navor 
been satisfactorily straightened out. 

l~. Szeld said that a lotter had already been writton roquesting tho Funds 
for tho balance of the monoy due. 
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i.1r. Lipsky proposed that tho proper authoritios of tho Emergency CorJmittoo 
should take stops to got tho monoy duo it from tho KKL and the m. Ho sugges·jed 
specifically that Judgo Lovinthal _got in touch with Dr. Goldstein and Judgo Roscn,-
blatt and request immod.iato peyment of tho funds duo tho Emergency Commi ttoo. 
Judge Levinthal agroad to do this. 

1-tr. Szold suggested that tho heads of the KK,. ~he KH and the UPA be 
invited to attend the naxt mooting of tho Office Committee which should be dovotod. 
to a discussion of the budget. It was agreed to do this. 

DEFENSE Mm 

Mr. Lipsky reported that at a mooting of tho sub-committee to di~cuss tho 
matter of tho defense fund for Palestine, the followi:r;ig docisions had been ma.dot 
A comprehensive, cloar stntecont of the demands should be drawn up. Mr. Monter 
was to arrange for a mooting m. th the JDO a1:1d the UJA. Tho position to bo taken 
was that Zionists wre confronted m.th an emergency demand for funds. Thay havo 
no option but to go out and raiso the money; it would, howevor, bo dosirablo if tho 
money could be raised ui thout a separate campaign. An effort should be made to 
secure a contribution from the JDC substantial enough so that, in addition to the 
m:>noy whiyh can be raisod among Zionists, no canpaign will be nocessary. 

Mr. W9isgol supplcmonted Mr. Lipslcy'ls report by saying that Mr. Bon-Gurion 
was to have proparod a memorandum setting forth ~ho facts of the military situation 
in Palestine. Mr. Woisgal, Mr. WiOntor ~nd Mr •. Shulman had been appointed as an 
odi torial commi ttoo to proparo a statoment on tho basis of Mr. :Scn-Gurion' s memo
randun, which had not yet been rocoived. 

Judge Levinthal read tho follouing minuto on negotiations in regard to the 
Def onso Funds 

July 21, 1942 

MEM:>RANDUl1 

TO .AMERICAN 2.I0NIST EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
FROM JUDGE OOUIS E. LEVINTHAL 

On Friday, July 17th, I uas informed by Mr. Hyman Schulson of the t9le
phone conversation m.th Dr. Silver, following his rocoipt of tho tolegrrun uhich 
uas sont by the »norgoncy Oommitteo in Dr. Stephen Wisols and rrry namo to Dr. Jonah 
B. Wise and to Dr. Silver. 

I was infomed that Dr. Silver advised that the J.D,C. roprosontativos 
should be interviewed at the oa.rliost possible mocent. 

I called tho J. D. c. office and r,,as inforood that Ur, l3aormlld had loft 
for Elberon, N. J. and was not expectod to return. until Wednos~, tho 22nd. I 
thon arranged a meeting for lh-. Ben Gurion and i:vsolf with Joseph Hyoan and Moses 
Leavitt at tho J .D.C. offices for Mondq, July ro, at 11100 A.M. 
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The meeting was held as arranged and lasto·d until a.bout 12130• Dr. Kah.'1 
joined us shortly after the conference began. 

Mr. Ben Gurion presontod a clear pic~uro of tho eitu.ation confronting tho 
Yishuv, and submitted a roquost for tho !.,rqpediate remittance by the J.D~O. 9 out 
of its own f~ds, of $200,000 to Palestine. 

The J .D.O. represontatives '7antod to know who.t tho Zionists of America '70I·O 
planning to do, We informed that:1 that $200,000 haa. nlroo.0~ bo~n sent; last uee1-: 
to Po.lestino - $40,000 by Hadassah and $160 1000 by the othor groups. Wo als9 
told them that the Yishuv i tsel;" r;as deterninod to raise a cillion dollars to r.ico~ 
the emergency and that American Jewry was expected at loast to match this sumo 

Our plea appeared to bo racei ved syopathetically. Mr. Leavitt inquired ns 
to the present J .N.F. land purchasing progran. Mr. Bon Gurion explained that :i.n 
the eec~nt past o.nd for tho immediate future no~ land purchas~s wero made only 
in strategic sectors of the country and that such purchases were essential fo~ 
defense. 

Mr. Hyman stat~d that the transportation of refugees still coming to 
.America every month, and other vital 1 teos of the -J. D. Ce progrno, exhaud°ed all 
available cas];l funa.s. Mr. Ben Gurion pointod out that the J .D.C. oight borrow to 
help meot the Palestine eoergeney situation, in reliance upon the generosity of 
American Jer1s. 

We were told that the officers of the J.D.C. uould meet some time boforo 
Friday, July 24th, - perhajs, oven tooorro~ (Tuesday, July 21st). We.r1ere assured 
ue uou.ld be informed promptly of any decision reached at such neoting. 

Knowing that Dr. Silvor ~as likely to attend tho mooting of the U.J.A. 
Executive Oomoitteo on Friday, July 24th, I suggested that possibly a fuller meet
ing with the officers of tha J.D.O. and representatives of the Zionist group td.ght 
be held earlier that dey. Mr. Hyoan stated that Dr. Silvor''s prosonce ~as. essont .. 
ial if a.ey such oeeting was to be arranged •. 'lho advisability of holding such a 
meeting would be considered by tho officers of tho J.D.C. at thoir noeting, 

... ■ ILi t ....,_ 

The office had subsequently been informed that Mr. Bneruald, Mr. ~eavi tt . 
and Mr, Hymn could meet nith our ropresonto.tivos on Fridoy, July 24, at twolve . 
o1clook •. Judge Levinthal, Mr. Be~Gurion and :Rabbi Silver agreed to go. On Mr. 
Lipslcy'1s suggestion, it was decided that Mr. Hernan Shulmll bo invited to accoi:;.. 
pa.ny theo. 

:BUDGE!JJ 

!.!rs. Epstein reported that at THE LAST MEEI'ING. of the National Board the 
matter of tho budget for the Eoergency CoDDittee had been discussed nnd the pro
posal to tax collections for that purpose considered, Such a tax uould broa.k 
Hadassah1 s 100% clause, uhicb, in a?11' case, could not bo done without Convention 
action. ~e only action takon by Hado.ssoh was to appoint a coomittae to consider 
the uhole probloo a.nd all its ioplications. 
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Tho suggestion hnd boon tentatively raisod by Radassah that shekol nonoy 
night bo used to provide tho bud.got for pol1tioal uork in Anerica. 

Dr. Goldoa.nn pointed out that shekol money could. be allocated only by tho 
World Zionist Exocutivo and that it ~ould bo cooplotoly undisciplined for any 
country itself to decide the disposition of shakol DOnoy. 

l~s, Jacobs said that a discussion of tho uholo si t,mtion in all its 
aspects mlS imperative. Tho oajor responsibility for political work now lies i~ 
the United States and the ~holo question wst be d.iscussod fro:1 that point of vioF 

ns 1 t rela:~os to the bu.dgot :for political work and tho allocation of shekol oonOJ'(' 

Dr, Wise said that using shekel money ns ue boliovo to be proper was a 
step no mre ra.dioal than the setting up of the l!horgency Oomittoo itself. 

Mr. Lipsky pointed out that tho sapara.to organiza.1iions aro not subject to 
the j\lri.at\ic\ion of the World Zionist Jlxocu.tive as to tho disposition of their 
tuna.a, but that the Eeren Hqeaod and Ieren Iqemeth were. lie 414 not believe 
that then a!!'! the D eMfl141»o emmp\ from be!.~ taxed for politice1 ffl,rk, bo.t . 
pointed out that m17 position they my tolce m,uld ha.vo to be ratified by Jerusalec, 
Ke further oq>basized that the o:rganiza.1;1ona should bo oonf'rontod with a decision 
of tho Ecergency CotlDittea on tho general principle of the taxation of collections, 
m6h 'Whicll thoy Digh.t agree or disagree. 

It was deeidad that this question was tied up with the discussion of tho 
budget Tihich TI'Ould be tho first iton on tho agonda of tho next noeting. 

MINUTES 

Mr, Szold proposed that the oinutos of the Offico Cotltli ttoo be sent to 
the nonbers of the full coomttea. 

There was some discussion as to the msdoo of this procedur~. Mr. ~0rt
heio recalled a previous suggestion nado by hin to sond a I!lOnthly sumary of tho 
ninutes of tho Offico Comittea to the ooobers of the full coonittoe. It was 
pointod out that in off oct such o. suaoary uo\1,ld contain alnost tho sa.oo inf om&.. 
tion as the ninutes of tho full ooorgency conoitteo whore suncary reports of the 
activities of the Office Oonnittoo wero oade. 

l!r. Szold then t10vod his original proposal to send tho Office Comitteo 
ninutes to the full conoitteo. 

Tho o.otion uas aoonded as follousa Tho oinutos of the Offico Ooaoi ttoo 
should bo edited by o.n oditorial conoittoo ,;,ith a viou to preparing theo for 
c ircularization among the ooobers of the full coI;l!li tteo. 

t~. Szold did not accept this nnendnent • 

. No docision rm.s tnkon, but it uas gonerally o.greed that, in an:y caso9 

an editorial comittoe of tuo or throe persons should bo appointed to edit the 
Dinutes. 
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MRS. SILVEBMA.N1S REPORT 

Mrs. Silvoroon, Pho had just roturnod fron a trip to England on behalf of 
tho Karon Hnyosod, reported on tho Zionist situation thoro. 

She said that Mr. Lockor ho.d boon successful in osto.blishing oxcollont 
relations with the Labor groups in_Englo.nd F.~d Pith govornnent officinlso 

Efforts woro being na.do to have tho Zionist caso on the a 1_;0:i.1c..a of org'"lnizati.or'1 
nceting to consider post-un.r plans. She horsolf had h D-d. S.nt. ... -:rvio\1s ni t h Lo::-6 

Oranbourne, ,71. th Mr. 't1inant, Mr. Cazalot o.nd others and hn.c.1. ':ioen ovor:r;rhoro 
cordially receivod. Sho hnd also net tho Lord Mayors of fi,--,o ci tios, and al l o~· 

thoo had expressed their sycpnthy m. th tho idea of a Jovish Arny for PalcntirJ;" 
Sho deplored the fact that thore soooed to bo a riso of ant:1-~Seni tisn in Englc'.r'l i.~ _, 

Tho Zionists in England uere eager to bo active, but they wore disorgonl,..~ 
zod, under-oa.nnod and undor-~taffed. Wherever she ·went, Mr s. Silvornan sai dt. 
the Zionist conJ:lU.nitias uere eager to contribute an~ to get Zionist info:rnat ~on~ 
Tho Koren Hnyasod goal of u». 100.000 had boon ov9rsubscribod by LP. 10,000, 
and the cnopnign for next year had been inaugurated. Tho British.Zionists uern 
gratoful that Anerica had sent Dr. Silvor and 11ro. Silvernn.n and expressed tho 
hope that other visitors fron Aoerica night be able to visit then. 

M.C. 
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MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

CONFIDENTIAL #82 

.AMERICAN EMERGENCY CO . MITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee 
for Zionist Affairs was held on Wednesday, September 2, 1942, at 4:00 o'clock 
at 41 East 42nd Street. 

PRESENT: Judge Levint~l (presiding) Miss Benjami~, Mr. Bublick, Mrs. Epstein, 
Rabbi Gold, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Lipsky, Mrs. Shulman, Mr. Szold, Mr. 
Wertheim, Dr. Wi~e 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal 

BEFORT OF SUB-COMMITTEE ON ZIONIST FEDERATION 
. . 

Ju~ge Levinthal reported on a meeting of the sub-committee appointed to consider 
th~ question of an .American Zionist Federation. ~here were present Mrs. Epstein, 
Mr. Ben-Gurion, Prof. Fineman, Rabbi Kirshblum, Judge Levinthal, Judge Rothenberg, 
Mr. Lourie, and a full discussion had taken place. The sub-committee had not 
reached any formal decision but it was recognized that the majority of its 
members ~ere against t he Federation proposal, and it had been agreed that they 
should report back to their organizations and that there should be a further 
meeting of the sub-committee if any one of the members felt that it would be 
desirable and useful to reconvene. 

D,R. M,AGNES 

Judge Levinthal read the following report which had been received from Jorusalem 
with reference to the conversation between Dr. M~gnes and Auni Abdul Hady: 

11Magnes has awoken anew to political activity. He met Auni Abdul Ha9-Y 
and Khaldi, the director of the Arab seminar, to discuss peace. Auni 
asked him whom h~ represented, as the Agency does not recognize him. 
Magnes replied that if he c9uld get a good proposal from the Arabs many 
would follow him. Magnes th0n developed his plan for a bi-national 
state in an Arab Federation. Auni replied that federation was an 
internal Arab matter and Jows ought not to interfere. Magnes ex
plained that . the Jews may help in the establishment of a federation. 
Khaldi remarked that he prefers an Arab State in Palestine even without 
a foderation. Magnes _asked whether they would agree to the partici
pation of Jews and Arabs in adminis~rative taoks in governmental non
political departments. Auni replied that he docs not care but this 
has nothing to do with the question. 

"The information received on theso conversations is piecemeal but 
trustworthy." 

The Committee was ~nformed that the next meeting of the full Committee i~ sched
uled for Wednesday night, September 9th, and that as agrood at tho last mooting, 
the question of Dr. Magnos would be one of tho first items on the agenda. 

There was some discussion with rc6ard to the contents of a resolution to be 
submitted to the full Committee. It was agreed that tho proposed resolution shoul : 



,. 

Minutes of Office Committee 
Meeting - Sept. 2, 1942 - #82 

include two main points: 

(a) That tho Emergency Committee reaffirms the Biltmore program 
and dissociates itself from the proposnls put forward by tho 
Ichud. 

(b) That the Emergency Corr.mittee conde~ns the undisciplined action 
of Dr. !,Iagnes in undertaking a soparn.to political activity 
outside of and in conflict with t,ha~ of tho Jewish Agency. 

It was pointed out in this connection that Dr~ Magnos_was perfectly entitled to 
propagate his ideas nithin tho movement but that his present action was quite 
different and uas harmful to the Zioni?t body politic . It was agreed that the 
chairman appoint n committee to draft a rosolution ombodying these two points and 
also to consider othor possible nction. 

NON-ZI ONI STS 

The chairman re~d a letter from !r. Een-Gurion reporting conversations with two 
members of the American Je~ish Committee. 

After soma discussion of tho points in this lc·~tcr, it was agreed that Dr. iVise, 
tho chairman of tho su -com~i tteo. on negot iatiom ·.-,i th the non-Zionists, be re• 
quested to resume the discussions with the AmcricRn Jo-,.1ish Committee in the 
light of tho information received. Ho is,at his discre~ion,to convene tho largo 
sub-committee for consultation or tho small sub-committee with tho membors of 
tho AmoricD.n Jewish Committee within tho noxt fortnight. 

PALESTI 1lE DEFENSE FUND 

A memorandum from the JNF uith reference to $160,000. advanced by the KH nnd the 
KX as a loan in respect of the proposed def0nse fund uas reported to tho Committee~ 
Th0 JNF stated that it was understood that nll funds to be rnisod for Vnad 
Bitachon TTould be applied tounrd tho payment of that loan, and the request uas 
ma~o thnt arrangements be made at once to liquid.ate tho debt as soon as possible. 

Mr. Lourie said that ho had discussed the matter with the Va.ad Bitachon, u~ich 
took the position (n) that they hnd never been consulted uith regard to this 
special fund, nnd (b) that their collections uero exclusively for Hagannnh. They 
recognized no obligation to repay to tho Funds tho sums borroucd for tho special 
defense fund. 

Following a long discussion i~ was ngreed that tho matter uas primarily n book
keeping one for the Executive, and that arrangements should be ma~o in Pn.lestine 
for repayment of tho JNF loan. An effort to ce.rmnrk Va.ad Bi t?.chon moneys here 
for loan repayments might do harm to the collections of that body. 

It uns further stated that of tho $9,000, promised by individu.n.l donors nt.thc 
meeting at the Commodore nith Dr. Weizmann o.nd Mr. Bon-Gurion, only $1,000. hnd 
actually beon received despite reminders. It uas rocommondod and agreed thnt inas
much as those contributions had boon pledged on the assumption that a special cnm~· 
paign was to bo undcrtoken which hn.d not, in fact, boon carried out, tho donors 
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. 
should be informed that they would not be held bound by their pledges and that 
such moneys as had been received would be returnable • . Should they nevertheless 
wish to abide by their pledges, the money would, of course, be gladly received 
and transmitted to Palestine for the purpose intended. 

It was pointed out on behalf of Hadassah that $40,O00 _had been contrib11ted by 
Hadassah for defense needs in the hope and belief that other funds would be 
forthcoming on the basis of that initial contribution. The ~hairman,in express
ing appreciation of Hadassah1 s contribution, pointed out tha°Vwhile no campaign 
among private individuals was being undertaken, the $200,000. from the JDC and 
the advance by the Funds for defense need~ had been stimulated by Hadassah1 s 
own prompt response, the question of a special grant from the allocations 
committee was further still.being pursued. 

BEFORT re PUBLICATIONS, etc. 

Mr. Ne-µmann reported the following: 
. . 

1. Dr. Lowdennillc•s book is nearine completion. He had been assisted in 
getting together his material by Mr. Rovusky and Mr. Baroway. The book is 
wider in scope than had originally been contemplated and includ~s a chapter on 
a development scheme to be called "Tho Jordan Valley Authority". It is hoped 
t~t tho Vice-President will write th3 introduction to tho book. 

Mr. Neumann suggested that a small farewell gathering be arranged for Dr. 
L9wdermilk before his departure for China in tho fall. 

2. Professor Harlow's book prosenting the Zionist case to Christians is almost 
c9mpletcd. 

3. Tontntive arrangomonts had been made with Mr. Das for a 125 page book on tho ..,,; 
N<;)ar E~st. 

4. Mr. Noumann1 3 article on tho Near East had b~on reprinted from tho nFroe 
Worldlf. J.n article by Mr. Lipsky 11 0ur Unnamed illy" appearing in tho current 
i~suo 9f the "Free World" will also be rcprintod. 

5. Mr. Neumann also reported on the possibility of organizing under tho aus
pices of tho .American Council on Public Affairs a Near East Institute. 

6 • .1 mooting was to be held with tho publi9ity directors of the constitu.ont 
organizations and of the Funds to discuss appropriate ways of commemorating tho 
29th Ji.riniversary of tho Bnlfour Declaration • . 

t:t:+o 
7. Mr. Neumn.nn.was asked to discuss ~ith Mr. Lourie and Mr. Szold/financial 
aspects of bringing within the current bud.got an expenditure of $8,000 to $9,000 
for a ~rterly. • 

STATEMENT BY .ANTI-ZIONIST REFOEM EABBIS 
. . . 

This matter was referred to a committee composed of Rabbi Bernstein as 
chairman, Rabbi Steinberg, Dr. Goldstein and Mr. Neumo.nn. 

.. 
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POLISH REFUGEES ,IN IRAN 

It was reported that a cab~e had been received from Palestine from the terms 
of which it appeared that a new batch of 800 Jewish refugees from Poland had 
reached Iran via Turkestan, Included were 500 children between the ages of 
10 and L5. Efforts were being made to obtain certificates to Palestine for 
these children who lacked food, clothing and sheltero The Iraq Government was 
raising difficulties with regard ~o transit, and it was proposed that the 
American Government be asked to facilitate their passage to Palestine by ar
ranging for them to travel by airo 

It was agreed that the State Department be asked to intervene with the Iraq 
consulate here with a view. to securing transit visas and the possibility of 
arranging for transporation in American planes for the 500 children be also 
raised with the Department. 

AUDITOR1S REPORT 

The treasurer reported that he had received the accountant's report on the 
financial status of the Emergency Committee for the first six months of 1942. 
The report is on file in the office. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

A mooting of tho American Emergency Coromittoo for Zionist Affairs TTns hold 
on Wod.nosdn.y night, S0ptombor 9, 1942, nt 8~30 P. ~. 

PRESENT: r.1r. Lipsky (prdsiding); Mr. Bublick, "~rs. Epstein, Mr. Furmansky, 
Hr. Gollman, Hr. P. Goldmnn, Rabbi Gold, Hr. Greenberg, 1'.'!ro Itzk oTI~ t. iz: !, 

Hrs. Jacobs, Rabbi Koualsky, Miss Leibel, Hr. :1orominnki, Rabbi Perl,, 
zuoig, Mrs. Pool, Judge Rosenblatt, Mrs. Schoolman, drs. Shulmun, 
Hrs. Szold , Mr. Wertheim; 

7·.~r. :Ber-Gurion·, Mr. Louria, Mr. Neumann, Hr. Woisgal. 

REPORT ON OFFICE 001,.iUTTEE ACTIVITIES 

Mr. Neumann reported o.s follous on tho recent activities of tho Office 
09mmittoo. 

1, Dofonso Fund. 

In response to an nppool from the Yishuv for ndditionnl funds for dcfonso 
needs Hndassuh hnd contributed $40,000; $160~000 hnd boon borronod from tho 
tronsurios of tho Koren Hnyosod nnd Koren Kcyomoth, nnd $200,000 had boon con,.. 
tributcd by tho JDC., mn.king ~ total of $4001000. It is nlso contemplated that 
additional funds may be socurod from tho UJA on tho basis of tho special needs 
a~d requirements of Pn.J.ostino. 

2. Bud._go t., 

A proposed budg0t of $250,000 had been considorod by tho Office Committee 
nnd approved on gonornl linos if funds could be obtni~od. The suggosti~n that 
the bud.got bo mot by a pro-rnta tax on nll funds raised for Palestine hnd boon 
considcr~d, nnd rof orrod back to tho bodios concerned for considoro.tion. 

,.fo.di son Square G0 rdcn &,1.ll;y:. 

The Eoorgency CoIJOittco had given its eooporntion to tho American Jouish 
C9ngross for its Madison Square Gurdon Rally, 

4. Jcuish lr.ilito.ry Foroo. 

Tho British hnd approved tho fornation of Je~ish and Arab battalions 
uithin a Pn.lestine rogilnont. Efforts for a Jo";?ish Arc:,· uoro boing continuod. 
Tho Stato Dopo.rtnont had roccivod nnd roquc~tcd inforoo.tion on tho military 
situation in Palestine fron the American Consul in Jorusnlon, uho had socurod 
full and fro.nk inforoo.tion fron Hr. Shortok. 

Efforts for gaining tho synpnthy of tho Acerican Govort11Jont for spoody 
n~d full mobilization of tho Jous of Pulostino had boon continued. 

s. Literature. 

Profossor Lowdormilkls book is nonring cooplation. It contains a very 
intorosting and stirulating chn.ptor on an onginooring scheme to bo knomi as tho 
JordD.n Valley Authority. 
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Prof. Harlouts book, prosonting Zionism from the Christian point of viou, is 
also nearly ready for publication, 

A good deal of pamphlet natorial had been issued recently, includin( Unite~ 
Nations mos sagos nt the AI:lerican Palestine Conni ttee . dinner, Dr. Woiznn.nnt_s 
Foreign Affairs article, Mr. ]on-Gurion~ s Oonfcronce Statonent on Zio11isn, 
articles in the Free World by Mr. Lips10J nnd himself, o.nd n reprint of a speoch 
by Mr. Frank E. Gannett. 

Non- Zionists 

The Situation seems to bo that ~ithin the Anericn.n Jcuish C~tlmittoo there 
is a group preparod_to adopt the Palestine fornula accepted by us, Houevar1 
there i~ another group ~ithin the .AJO opposed to an agroenent uith Zionists 
on those terns. Dr. Wise, ns chairnan of th9 negotiating co□nitteo, has been 
authorized to convene a nooting us soon as the Anericn.n_J~~ish Comitteo 
r~prosontatives aro roa9-:r to report progress. 

7. Anti-Zionist Rabbis. 

Dcclar~tions agains~ tho statoment issued by the Anti-Zionist Rabbis are 
in prepo ... • •• ion, one to be signed by Roforn rabbis and the other by Orthodox 
a~d Conservntive rab~is. 

8, )3n).f cur Dp;t 19:4.Z, •. 

Plans for the observance of the 25th a..."1.!livorsar:r of Balfour Day have been 
\VQrked out and trill be subnittod to the Office Connittee, 

9. ,Rofp.g,ees in Iran., 

Efforts arc being nade to arrange for the trnnsfer to Palostine of a nunber 
of Polish Jouish refugees stranded in Iran, and the Conoittee is in touch m.th 
Hadassnh and tho JDC in this connection. 

10. J,~wi. sh Arr.\Y, Conni ttee •. 

In connection 11i th Mr. Ncunannt s report roforonce uas nado to the activities 
of the JoTTish Arey C~nnittee. It was agreed to pursue Hr. We1sgalts proposal . 
for tho preparation of a "Zionist White Book" reporting on Zionist efforts in 
London . and .t\.nerica toYm.rds securing a JeTiish .1.\:rny for tho dofonso of Palestine. 

Mr. ]en.-Gurion reported on recent developnonts in tho .1ntornnl nilitary 
situa~ion in Palestine. 

1, Ho explained tho significnnco of the now Palostine. rogioont uhich was 
to include Jcuish and Arab battalions and indicated tho difforonco betucen 
tho \'vord 11rogindnt" ns used in_t~is country and in England. In Aoerico., o. 
regincnt is a unit of d definite nunoricnl str9ngth; in England roginent is 
a unit designating a nano - e.g. The Cold Stroru:i Guards, the Royal Fusiliers, 
otc.,.nnd can bo con_posed of any number of nen. 

2. Inforno.tion rocoivod. hora indicated. that :_t was intended that thoro 
shall be at first four Janish battalions. and one Arab battalion. Battalions 
aro to be for infantry service and the present Jeni sh tochnicnl uni ts aro 
still to continua in scattered coopanios. There are nou tuolvo Jo1:1ish info.ntry 
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conpo.nios ~d n.n nddi tionnl eight nro nocossnry in order to havo four battolionF. 
Tho govcrnncnt expects nt lcnst half of tho Jouish onlistoos to go into tochnic
nl sorvicos. 

3. All officers• ro.nlts m.11 bo opcnod to Jous. Thoro TToro at present 
mjors in tho Jo..-,ish units. nnd it Tins oxpoctod thnt tho first Jom.sh Golonol 
~ould bo noninatod shortly. 

Dr. MAGNES 

Mr. Louria reported tho rccomondntion of tho Offico Oormittoo thnt o. 
resolution dissociating oursolvos fron tho nouly fornod 11Ichud" pnrt;:r 'bo n.doptod 
by tho full connittoo. Ho rend n dra.ft of ~ho resolution prepared by a sub
co::n:iittoo of tho Office Oor.u:i.itteo ns follo~s: 

1. Tho Anoricnn Enorgoney Cor:mittoo for Zionist Affairs 
to.kes note of tho report of tho formtion undor tho 
londorship of Dr. Jud.oh L. Mn.gncs of n poli ticol group 
in Po.lostino oo.llod "Ichud", uhich socks to conduct a 
sopnrntist • ~- political activity outside tho ranks 
of tho orgQZ1.izcd Zionist novoncnt nnd docs not rocog
nizo tho authority of tho duly cloctod Zionist 
loadcrship. 

2. Tho .Anaricnn Enorgoncy Oonnittoo for Zionist Affairs 
dissocintos itself froo tho vious of this group and 
roa.ffirns tho rosolution ndoptod u.nnninously nt tho 
oxtraordinnry Zionist Oonforcnco hold in Nern York 
City Mn.y 9, 1942, by tho Zionist Organization of 
Anorica, Mizrnchi n..."ld Pon.lo Zion,. to tho effect that 
in order to solve tho probloo of Jomsh hooolessness 
"tho gntos of Pn.lostino be o:ponod; that the Jouish 
Agoncy bo vostod ~ith control ofirahigration into 
Pn.lostine nnd uith tho nocossarJ 0,Uthority for UP
building the countcy, including the dovolopnent of its 
U.""loccupiod nnd uncultivo.tod lnndsf nnd thnt fn.lostino 
bo ostnblishod as o.Jouish Oonnon710nlth intogratod 
in tho structure of tho nou doriocrn.tic uorld.n 

3. '.tho Oonr.d. ttoo rognrds ~~ soparntist poli ticnl activi t
ios, such ns thoso ffln.ich this group is undortrud.ng, _as 
disru.ptivo of Zionist discipline, nnd dostruc~ivo of tho 
solidarity of tho Jouish pooplo in their nspira.tions 
to nchiovo n. Jouish Connonuonlth in Pnlostino. 

A ~oownieation fro~ tha Exocutivo, as follous, rnlS nlso rends (Seo 
Office Oonnittee Hinutos circulated horcuith). 

Mr. Gollron n.skod thn.t tho folloning resolution a.doptod by }(j.zrachi be 
rocordod: (Soo copy atta.chod). 

He fu.rthor. rocomondod 011 'boho.lf of l~izra.chi that an;, rosolution passed include 
o. roquost that Dr. Mngnos bo o.skod to rozign his post n.s hoa.d of the Hobron
Univorsi t:,, 
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Mrs. Scl1oolnn.n on.do t!10 follomng pointsi 

1. Sho thought tho nogo.tivo connotutions of tho resolution o.s proposod 
unuiso. 

. ?. Sho did not boliego there uo.s sufficient ovidonco to provo tho.t 
Dr. Mngnos ho.d eo.rriod on politico.l nogotio.tions us ,;rould uo.rro.nt to.king 
action. 

3. Sho bolioved tho.t Zionist discipline donondod o.roiting o. statcnont 
fron tho Jouish Agency boforo issuing o. resolution hare. 

4. Sho reported tho.t Hnd.o.ssoh had en.bled roquosts for informtion on 
the no.ttor to Miss Szold n.nd Dr. Mo.gnos. Roplios to tho offoct tho.t inforoo
tion uo.s boing o.irno.ilod ho.d boon rocoi vod froo both nnd Miss Szold had 
rcquostod Ho.dassoh noo.ny,hilo "to contimio to suspend judgoont." She so.id sho 
thought action should be doleyod until tho lottora fron Dr. Mngnos and Miss 
Szold h~d boon reco1vod. 

5. Sl.19 so.id that if nn;r resolution ooro passed, it should not bo ono 
of diso.ssocio.tion, but rather of ronffirno.tion of tho resolution po.ssod at 
tho Bil tnoro. 

Mrs. Jacobs so.id it soooed to hor tho.t tho tino hnd cone ·;1hon sonot~1.ing 
noro irporto.nt than a resolution should bo considorod. Add.rossing horsolf to 
Auoricon Zionists, sho sn.id thn.t Dr. Hngn.ost point of vieu uo.s '\7oll kn.om. 
A neu olonont ho.d cooo into the picture, no.noly thnt 80 or 100 pooplo had 
not uith hio, n.nd supported his point of vio~. Sho boliovod, in tho ligl1t of 
this dovolopoont, that it ms incu.nbont upon Anorico.n Zionists to sond o. 
connission to Polostino to invosl-d.gato tho situ.ntion. 

Sha rocollod tho.t uhon Hr. !b.l.tonborg d.iod sho uas novod by tho toms of his 
m.11 to fool that a comission should ho.vo thon boon sent; o.gn.in men }!iss 
Szold had o.dd.rossod Nl appool to tho Yishuv tl'~rough tho pross, o. procooding 
qui to out . of keeping m.th n.njrthing Miss Szold uould ordino.ril:7 do, she ho.d 
fol t thn.t o. Comission should bo sont. Nou sho -;io.s convinced that this fi'as 
ossontio.l. 

Rabbi Gold o.ssortod that thoro uas ono cnrdinnl point in tho quostiont 
nanol~, is it or is it not toloro.blo tho.t r:i:n';/. ind1vidunl or erou:p should cor.
duct nogotio.tions m th tho A.rubs o.bout the future of Pnlostino, outside of tho 
Agoncy. If this is intoloro.blo then o.11 othor o.rgunonts uoro bosido tho point. 
As to ovidonce, Bn.bbi Gold co~tinuod, tho official reports sont by tho 
Exocutivo constituted sufficiont ovidonco. Wo ho.vo not only tho r16ht but 
tho duty to issuo n sto.tonont, 

l~. Wartho1o oxprossod tho follouing po1nto of vioua 

1. Mrs. Jo.cobsl proposo.l to son~ o. conr.ussion to Po.lostino soundod 
liko a. very donocro.tio procoduro. Actually, it soot10d to hio both irrolovont 
to the prosont issuo and inpro.cticable. 

2. Tho prosont probloo uas one.for .Anorico.n Zionists. 
Pnlostino o.n~ here o.ro undor tho ioprossion for nnny roo.sons 
Zionisn is behind tho Hognes proposo.1. It is essential that 
bo dispollod. 

Tho people in 
tho.t Anorico.n 
tho.t inpross1on 
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3. Tho n..-u,,.i:r-tho-strcct uould cortainl~· bo confused by a publi~ ro
n.ffirnn.tion of the Resolution 9-t the Biltnoro, "Jhich had nov0r boon chnllon{;Od. 
except by Dr. lfognos, if such a ren.ffirnntion rms not linked ui th oppos1.tior.. 
to tho principles of the Ichud. 

Mrs. Eps~oin S'"\.id she believed the nrQ.lnont of inndcquato ovidonco 
untenable. Dr. Mo.gnosZ position uns uoll knomi and ho hnd boon quoted direct,, 
ly in tho Tinea. Bosidos there uoro tho official cormu~1i.quos f:ror.: tho 
Executive. Wo huvc knomi Dr. ~!o.gnos• vious for t':lonty yoat's and uo cunnot 
o.ccopt tho l.1ncncs point of viou noTT uny noro than TIO cmA,ld then. She . 
bolioved tho resolution us pr ~·sented o. good one nnd said that she could find. 
no validity· to the ~r3Unent thn.t resolutions ha(l to be po sitivr- ass,:r~·tiJr..s 
To nnne the ideas one fichts n.{;ninst is us i:-!portant as to :Jrn.10 t .-~c t:11:1[; 
on0 is fighting for. It is unthinkable thut a co :-:ir~i .J;t:00 ·.1hj c½. hn.:.:; docl-1r0d 
itsolf for n Jeuish Corincbnuoo.lth trill not stnto that 5.-t is .:i.gc.i:r.sr, n ·b·:,., 
national sta.to. 

This, she co<ltinuod, is n.n .A.Doriean proble□• If uo uoro serious about tlo 
rosolution uo pnssod o.t the Biltnoro nnd uoro responsible Zionists~ then~ 
ns Anorican Zionists ':TO ho.d to no.kc ottr position clonr. It is no'ii o. probl0n 
for ilorld Zionisn, boco.uso tho strength of Dr. Mn.gnos' position is that 
in Palestine he is thought to bo r0prosentativo of o. largo po.rt of Anorican 
Jom-y, n.nd .Aneri~n.n governnont officiuls and public opinion ~ould also 
believe that his point of viou uas endorsed hero, unless ~o OA'J}licitly 
stated othormso. 

Hr. Furnans~r deplored tho fa.ct that it uus Dr. Mo,gnos, rnthor tl a.."'1. 
tho Arab problen, nhich uo.s tho point of tho discussion. Ho said ho no.s 
pro n bi-national state but against Dr. HOt";nost idoo.. Ho dofinod a. bi
national stnto as one in uhich the ~ou und tho Arab uill ho.vo, ns indivi
duals o.nd as national entities, tho so.ea rights, even after tho Jons uill 
hnvo bccono o. mjority in Pnlostino. He so.id thut if a just constitution 
is uorkod out uith a Dillion .'\.rabs in Pulostino, it uill inevitably loo.d to 
a bi-national stnto. Thero uoro tuo sopnro.te problons: an idoological 
problen of o. political chn.rncter and an idoological problon of o.n nd.~ini
stro.tive charn~tor. He thought thn.t fron the point of viou of political _ 
boldness ·tae resolution, ns prosontod• uo.s n Dista.ke, boco.uso it confused 
the tuo issue • ~he bnsic ran.son ~1hy uo are opposed to Dr. Mngnos is his 
attitudo on tho innigration of J0us to Pa.lestino n.nd this doos not n.ppoo.r 
in the resolution. 

Ho said that in his opinion 11.noricnn Zionists ucro rolucto.nt to accept 
nou rolo.tion~hips o.nd nou terns. Histori88.l]ytho uholo Zionist pro-
eran ,es n rosho.ping of tho Bn.slo progro.n and no polic;r could be 
crJstnllized, Ho so.id ho thou~ht Mr. Bon-Gurion• s rona.rk o.t tho Biltnore 
Conforonco to tho effect tho.t if ~o looked for Arab consent, ~hero uould 
not boo. single additionnl Jouish it'.!li~unt in Po.lostino, highl~ clangorous. 
Ho boliovod that to bo ono of tho probleos uo ho.d to uorl~ out, 

He ogr09d that thoro un.s not sufficient evidenco to nccuso Dr, Hagnos o~ 
o.ctill6 outoido tho jurisdiction of tho ,Aeoncy, froo an o.doinistro.tive poin~ 
of vieu. T..1O resolution should theroforo confine itself to opposing Dr. 
}fo.gnes1 progro.n bocnuso it docs not n.sk for o. Jo~ish mjoriti in Palestine. 
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M;-. Lourio roportcd the o.tti tudo, of Judgo Lovinthol o.nd Mr. Szold 

uho could not attend tho neotings (soo oinutes of Office Cormttoo circulated 

horom.th). 

Dr. Wiso had asked to bo roportod no in favor of tho rosolution. 

Mrs. Pool explained tho Ha.d...'l.ssnh nttitudos Sho so.id that ea.ch noobor 

of tho Nationnl ~on.rd mis ontitlod1 as on individual, to froo oxprossion of hor 

opinion both thoro or on tho Eoorgoncy Ooooi ttoo. For oxo.nplo, uhon Hrs. Hn.lpw 
rin thought it niGht bo uiso to sound out tho Jam.sh Arrs:, Oonoittoo, thou.gh 

Badn.ssnh un.s ngn.i11st any not:;otia.tions uith then, 'rl'O uero Glud to hnvo hox

oxpross her opinion frcoly in t:10 EnorGoncy Conni ttoo. 

1So fn.r as tho Na.tional :Board is concornod, I uould lilto to report hou 

tro stand," Mrs. Pool continued.. "Tho Su.nnor Exocutivo, uhich functions during 

tho suor.1or, is not bound by tho sune laus as tho Nntionru. Boo.rd. When in Juno 

thoro ms a discussion on Dr. }m.gnos, no action ,;m.s tolron. .£\ftor a vocy long 

discussion, it '\70.B docid0d to voto tho suggestion to pass a rosolution dis~ 

sociating Hadnssnh froo the idoo.s 9f Mn.gnos. Vio opposed tho pn.ssQ.GO of n.ny 

rosolution rmich nould boa public sta.tooont. We o.11 favored a. discussion 

ui th Dr. Hncnos a.bout his opinions. 

"ir.on the Ic!1Ud ua.s nnnouncod tho sur:nor oxocutivo coi:'.r.littoo not. It 

uo.s docidod to sand cnblos to Miss Szold nnd Dr. Mnenos a.G~ine for thoir vious. 

'l'ho;:r hn.d ropliod that thoy -:,oro nirmilinc their vious n."'l.d Hiss Szold ho.d nskod 

tha.t in tho :ioa.ntine Hn.cln.ssnh continua to suspond. ju~""OOnt. tr 

Spoakine n.s prosidont of Ha.d.assnh, sho considorod this o. co:u::m.nd, unloss 

tho full Nntionol :Boo.rd uould say that tho circu.nstnncos o.ro so grn.vo and hasto 

so inporto.nt that thoy wst disroga.rd l~ise Szold' s roquost. 

lfo,do.ssnh as o.n organization could not b9 n party to ~ resolution 
passed. that ni&it. She plondod. thnt this nholo comittoo n\10.it tho nn.torinl 
tho.t is to cone fron Miss Szold o.nd. Dr, M .. "-b'""IlOs. 

Miss Szold is tho nest disciplined Zionist tha.t sho k:nous. Sh.o falt 
tho.t thoy rust aunit her ansuor. Thoy hnd thoucht of asking her to sond it bp 

cablo, but boliovod thn.t considorinG tho nnturo of tho m.toriol it uould bo 

iqpossiblo to cot an ndoqunto reply in thnt wn7. 

lir. Bon...Gurion oo.do tho follomnc stntooont1 

Ho said thn.t ho o.grood -:nth Mrs. Jo.cobs on tho msdoo of sond1ne a. coo.. 

oission to Po.lostino, rrhich courso ho ho.d hinsolf frequently ur;;od. He did not 

think thou(;h thnt this su.Gcostion had. fu,Y s:pociru. bonrinG upon tho question a.t 

isaue. 

Ho said thn.t tho question of tho Ichud mis not o. question of porsonn.11• 
tios, but of politics. JUthoU[;lt it is tho richt of ovoey Zionist to exprosa 

his vious, tho mttcr of tho Ichud is a political oottor nnd political action 

rust bo tl\kon; o.nd it rust bo ta.ken by .Anorica.n Zionists. This oust bo done 
not only bocnuso ADoricnn Zionists havo a creator rosponsibilit7 o.nd a groator 

~ood.oo than nn:, othor Zionists nou, but boenu.so 1 t is tho atti tu.do of J\.noricnn 
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Zionists r1hich Dr. 1. nt,nes hns chnllengcd. .Anoricnn Zionist,s unnni wau sl ~r dc~.1 [.:.C(-'0 

their nin to bo the c s t nblishnon:t of a Jeui nh Co r.rr.:onuen.lth in Pn.J. cst i :no" S:11~.t: 
requires poli tlcE' l 00.ucn t i on, ·i;l10 uj.nn j_r,.c ov0r of pu~ l.ic or- i nicn o.nd of t l-lc 
synpn.thy of the Anov·~cruJ, govc,·rind!l t~ l1'"1C'ricnn ~i o:t" J. SD ha.i~ a.c.:-up ·~Gd t h: 8 r ,~.,, 
ponsib :tlity. Non ~ ·t L n.L-., :.i.s bi: :i.ne c.!.al ~o~:.:..~ci,, T.t- i ~ J;he eor.:.ion ni□ of al l 
.Aner.icnn Zionists c..:1d !10 : 01;.:'. d. : .. o 't sec 0 . . ~--.nJ. :)rv.d. ·;: Eacinnsr21 6ot:.J.:_d r-J:.·-, ,.-;o 'tiv 
ncet. t he chnllcngl3o 1.110 r::ccb·.16 ·: :d~a J.~o -::,..:r_·i:; ,;:rn.s ~1i[,~:o,t 'b;; pro:-:!:ir.07l't· nur5.r.;:,,:;~s , 
uhich f net n..-i::1 hnv0 a ponor::u.!. -:r?:~.'cc•:i o.ri. the l >r.:1.)J. :i '.~:-,;-_ ccvor.1r.10n·i, :1nrl. A ·ir_:::i .utll 

public: 01:inion. It -:7ij 1 b o cons .l. 6.cre t.l a r1u c~1 1' ~hf '"\[,r' 1· '' n.r.. -:1. u '\s:..r·. r- ••rJl··:~ .:. ~) L 'iG 
the p:roblen of PD.l o~tir:c Urn.n t h -J J m-:i sh Jo:,-:·.o:rJ.r1~ul th ., I f .A:1•. rJ. "[J£ -~,i .., r ... .::.:1 
reooins silent, it ,;:ill ::;oo.n ·ij},,r;~ t his :i.o-.-, po:ti,:7 5. s a~~C'? ~0,1 c:~ n.t. ls,·l:,-:· cc 11.d.J:
ced in by it. If .Anor:tcnn. Zionis t s cti:!. l i:rt:n-lj a J m-:ri s1.1 Co:-£:.0IJ.1~ c:..:i. -L;:-J. •'"'~-r,_r_ hnv 1.J 

not chaneod their ntt:itude nbou.t :i.t, t hon t hey a re bouncl t o c10fo11c1 t .. c.,.~- p::<:::i.,
tion TThen it is challenged~ 

On tho question of evidence, l.~r. B0n-Gurio~ sni d it :7as c.ler~:r ·!,~·,.:1. =, 
Dr. Magnes Yins opposed to a Jenn.sh Co rn:.1onY10n.lth nnd tl1nt ch[',l~G'.1'.1[; £1 u::.s c1."t.:> t.,0. ' .,..., 
ed not to the l\.rnbs but to tho Aneri~an Go~rcr:r..vent. Th.e f~turo of Pnlos t:i.1 o 
is not a theoretical .. but a very real n.nd tr~ ic pro1:: lon n.nd it .i.s soriou~:.y 
joop;rdized by proni~ont Anoricn..n Jeus. Mr. ·i7~.llkie in nou h:. J~h e ~liddlo 
East; tho Stnto Dopnrt nont reacts very quicY..ly nnd sonJ:itivol7 to ~ny sueGc£~
ion of o.n ensier solution to tho Palestine problen and j ,t is inportnnt to o.c·1

J 

and act no'7. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion thon proceeded to o.n analysis of t ho .1rab ques t i.on n:-:id 
a report of the cfi 0rts of tho Executive to donl uith it. 

He said that uhnt is called tho ~~ab p roblcn is a n;,rnl and politic~~ 
problon. Not a sinele group or person in Pcles tine uho opposes tho ~ or.cy t s 
approach to the problon, has offered a policy to replace it. 

H~ characterized ns a ritual rurder lio tho nccusation tha t tho present 
Exocutivo had not endeavored nost seriously to secure an understanding Tiith 
tho Arabs. 

A Connissi9n had bean appointed by the Aeoncy nftor tho lo.st Zionist 
Congress to nnke rccoonondations to the Executive on the subject of Jenish
Aro.b rapprochenont. Dr. Magnes, Mr. Kalvarisky, Dr. Thon, Rn.bbi Uziel, 
M.Asaf (a 3:1.oted Arab scholar), 1r. Austor (Deputy Mayor of Jorusalen ) and 
Mr. Knplansky uero oenbers of this Coru:Jission, and had been unable to rocormend 
a ~elution. 

Mr. Ber-Gurion then revioued various . nes otintions of the Exocutivo m. th Arabs 
froo 1934 to the present. Tho first nectine m.th Auni Abdi.µ. Hady, in 1934, 
took place at tho hone of Dr, Mngnos. T!1e noeting un.s reportod to the High . .. 
Cormissioner, as uore all the iuport:,,nt neotines uith Arabs. Houevor, the 
negotiations car.e to nothine. Thon ono of t ho Mufti's people uo.s approachod. 
The M.µti propoaod that the Pnlestine-Syrin.n Conni tteo in Genova, tho highest 
authority, bo consulted. M5. Bon-Gurion uont to Genova to diseuss nn n~concnt 
thore. Tho reply of tho hir)1ost o.utl1ori ty in the .l\.rnb uorld uns that thoro 
could bo an ae;roenent only· if tho J Oi1S r.roul~ roroin a poroanont ninori ty. 
Horoovor, tho spokosr..ll\n snid, hou can you oxpoct no to n.o-ee to a Jomsh onjor
i ty, t7hon tho Eni;lish uonl t lot ,,rou have it. 
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Convcrsntions t1oro l n tor 11old. nit GPorf,C J\ntonius • nh:> propo so .. n J ('··:i ::::: ~.,~ Lt t '"'i 

in c federation of t ho tob1u~onr ,3~·rio. 9 I'n.lns t:1.ne and Tr[t.11 ~J~~,:-do:t1o 1• .1. ..,:1 ~:~ -.,,v 
q"',.,.c -t- 1.·o.,...ed .! '· =ri •• .-, ·r•-:. •~i..., '11---.,-:1· ·' ·r· ,I. ,1. 1)') J00 o ··c.: · r ~,· u.~ i l V' ·1r .,,.. 1.· ·_11 ·· o··· c-·'tl0r .._ ,,_J\. ~.._, ._,.:'J ,'J. . , .J.li \ ·, 1- ,J <'-' ..,_ .J.._, .., ... l _ l ..,, \J . J.t,.. .,V V J , .._. •I.) ..., ...,_ .. ...,,; .1 'J .I f . .. \. ..._ ,J , .J,.., .. ... 

in t.10 ,;o.rious ~-~~ ~, t ~]s o f t ~1u .fod ':rc.:t:.o ".'1 :- [\. i., ,y:,rd:.i.ur t o G-001'G'J .. \ nGc :::.. i u:..·._, 

In 19,36 tLoru i.70,S ;_•, pc:. ·r. r 1 .:.. r ,! .1.f r.'r~e, !·1:.", ~Jr!~,,.:_1·1J.r :i C.1 \ ,n,c:; ac-;11:.crl. n:1..:, t l1~r 

110 ,....')tll~ conti""''" to ·,a ,~0 +1,...+., ••• • +·., t 11n A.r ,. . ,,.. ,, .L -- ~ • ., ·1- •1~, l .! -~;., . rh , r ... , ., .. .r ...... ,-~ rl ,., u.. . -1.l-4. • J J. l, ... , . ., .., \,, , ., .L , .... • ... V ( l,.. .,..,1,J, ......... , t .J . ~ V · - .L. .;;.) .L. • .. • .,_,,.~, .. J t,\,, ., 

t~1nt if nn:r Ar.::ths .:ore fou11cl uith TTno.o it '.:')uJ.d. :.:r..: :~cs::ib:~o t, r) :_.,r 1. ·-:, .-~,i .,.,. · . l., 
tior ... s \7ould certni_!ll~r be contin"-.lC-Hi. fo.un iUG..'l"Jis on.:. 01• t i1 0 .i..:r :1!.J lJ,:.c1 • .: 1':-. '~-

close friend of tho ifufti) c:i.ne to discuss tl1G 11roblo_2 ,-~_i; l·. u t· ~ Eu ~, , . .'11:i. r'~"d 

n pro,-condition to negotiations uns tho stoppaee of Jc~is:1 i:~·i ,7 • •• ·~:; ,):-:c ,. ,~ 
snid "no, thnt is no bnsis for nocotiation. 11 

Vle pursued a policy of noTh--retaliation nGainst tho iw..0~011 ~ 1,:--:i t ., c.1::~ :'.f' 
the □aining and. killine of innocent J Gi1S been.use ,10 felt "tl~~,.-i, o, .. r , ·MPt.-.)•:rJ ', ,. _i i:h 
the Arabs uns one r.ri th !1istor;r nnd not r:.orcly ui. th tho exic :;nc i.J '.."' :::..' v J 

r2onent. We did not uant our children to hnve to sny t hnt -:;J {! y ,: Fnl r:s'.. i r.c· p;
killing innocent Aro.bs, Po~haps our policy TTns a ";lrone onor 1'·i .. i T., 0 fl: .:. r 11.:: ct 1 t 
aftor e;ravc considerntion and despito DJ.ch provocation, r1r. :B0:ri...,. ,Gu -:-J. O'f'l f! J.'J.d., 

• 
Ho e:--1phnsizod. thnt ono hnd. to reckon '\1i th the facts in tho case~ Ho hn.d r.o t 
been able to find a sinelo influential Arnb uho nould mke nn D.t;rcor!cnt u:. t 1 

tho J 0\7S on ~.,. bo..sis except thnt of n perrn:mcnt J cTiish :-1inori ty in PnJ.cs~in~o 
He recalled the London Conferences uhero there TTOre t";lo sepnrctc dc~oGntions 
of Arnbs, one appointed by tho Mufti nnd the other opponents of tho Huft~ .. 
Both rejected the m1i te Pap0r c.s not coing fnr enough. With tho knoulec3.c o cmc1 
consent of the Actions CouDittco no discussed. nnny proposnls of n. settlc~cnG 
TTith the leaders of tho Palestinian nnd Syrinn A.rnbsi Parity, Fodcrntion otcl, 
We tried this to see uhothor there uere sone possible basis of nocotintion, but 
even thnt uns not n.ccoptnblo to tho Arnbs. 

The Arabs in this m:i.r nnd in tho pre-'7nr period hnvo beco!Jo Hi tl6rizod. It is 
obvious thnt not every Arnb is a Nazi nnd uaTJ.ts to oxtorr.inntc tho Jcus; that 
is equally true of tho Gormns. But to accuse the JoTTs or the Aeoncy of not. 
having boon n.blo to co Do to o.n ngreoocnt i1i th the .Arabs i:1oulcl bo like nccusil'l{; 
tho Jaus of Gcroa.n;r for not hnving been nblo to find an ncrocoont uith Hitlor. 
E'v'on tho Soviet Union micro there is no anti-Soniti~n; supported tho Hu.ftits 
terror policy. No Exocutivo, perhaps ':li th tho sinp;lo exception of tto- ~ac}ior 
Executive, is guilty in its d.oaJ.ines i7ith the Arabs. 

Tho Bon,..Tov ner."'.oro.nduo rocomond.s n. plan uhich is pnrti tion plus the White 
Pnper. Even if ~e uould n6roo to it, tho Arabs uould not. If a bi-national 
stato, houcver it is defined, does not nean conpleto cossntion of Jouish 
iooigro.tion, the Arnbs mll opposo it bocnuso thoy nre opposed to Jo~ish ~ro~ 
ine strength in Palestine. The friendly Aro.bat the London Oonforonce proposed 
thnt the stntus of tho Jou in Pnlestino shn.11 bo si!Jiln.r to that in ECYPt• 

Dr. Mngnes has not Got a single Aro.b to agree to ev~n his proposnls. He 
appenls to Jeus and. not to Arnbs. His practicnl nin is not an .1.\.rnb ncreonent 
but a non-Zionist solution of the Pnlostino problen. 

At tho conclusion of Mr. Bo~Gurion•s o.ddress, Hrs. Pool proposed 
thnt any decision bo postponed until n.ftcr the next Nntionol Boo.rd neoting of 
Hndn.ssoh on W0 dnosd.ny, Septenbor 16th. Sho snid thnt Hnd.nssnh, ns an 
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organization, could not take nny action until after that meeting. She sug
gested tho.t ~ specinl meeting of the full EmergJncy Committee be culled for 
Thursdn.y• September 17th, at Tihich time Ho..dri.ssc.h nould be prepared to state 
its position, 

Mr~ Weisgul ~,mended Mrs. Pool1s motion as follows~ That this meeting 
take whatever nction it proposes tAking norr, but should defer mald.ng public 
any statement, or mnking final the uording of nny resolution until after 
Hadassnh's .Nationnl Eonrd meeting. 

Mrs. Pool said that sho as ~n individual was opposed to stating her views 
now µntil she hn,d further information from Miss Szold and Dr, Magnos, but that 
the National ]onrd could teke action committing Had.assah as an organization before 
thon. 

Tho follouing motion was passed: The Committee resolves to accept a 
resolution incorpornting the folloning three points: (n) opposition to nctivi
ties and views.of tho "Ichud11 ; (b) reaffirmation of the Biltmore progro.m; (c) 
the readiness and desire of tho Jcnish people f0r full cooporntion uith their 
Arab neighbors. Finnl editing and publicity on tho rosolution to be postponed 
until nftor tho spocial meeting to be called next Thursday, September 17th, to 
enable Hnda~snh to prese~t the mntter to th~ir Board. 

Mrs, Jacobs, Mrs. Schoolmen ~nd Mrs. Pool voted ngninst the motion. V 

Mrs• S9hoolmo..n ~skcd to have recorded hor proposal that the Emergency 
Committee officinlly request tho World Zionist Executive to issue a statement 
on tho "I chud't. 

A. L. 



' . RESQJ..UTION REJm. MAGNES ADOPTED a·, THE MIZRACHI ORGANIZATION C'F A.\t~~1,.u .. 

The conference of Rabbis and members of the Mizrachi Vaad Hapoel, held 

on Tuesday, September 8, 1942 at Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City, r~gisters 

its most vigorous protest against Dr. Magnes and his followers, who h&ve acted 

treasonably to the h1.ghest and most vital interests of the Jewish people, by 

organizing a group wnch is conducting negotiations with the Arabs without the 

knowledge or consen~ of t~e Jewish Age.ncy, ~hich ~s the only rerog~iz~d 

authoritative body of the Jewish people in regard to Pale&tir.e, 

In thus negotiating, the above group has yielded to the Arab terrorists, the 

followers of the Mufti, and has renounced the hope of our people for C-eulat 

Haaretz. 

The conference is unanimously of the opinion that Dr. Magn.es and his 

associates of the "Ichud", have betrayed the fundamental principleo of Judaism 

and Zionism and should be removed from every official position in the life of 

the Yishuv. In particular it is urged that Dr. Me.gnes be immediately asked 

to resign from his position as head of the Hebrew University, which is rightly 

regarded by all as a national Jewish institution. 
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MINUTFS OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEETING 
AMERIC.AiE~GUCY COHUi~•~T~ FOE. ::ioni~A.."WFAIRS 

A meeting of the Office Committee of t~e .America~ Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs was held. on Wednesday, Sept ember 9, 1942, at 4P,M, at 41 East 42nd.Street. 

PRESENT: Dr, Wise (presiding) Mr 0 Bublick, Mrs, Epstein, Mr, Gellman• Mr, Lipsky, Mrs. P9ol, Mr, i7er-c~eim 
Mr. ]en.-.OU.rion, Dr, Goldmann 
Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. iVeisgal 

NON-ZIONISTS 
. . 

Dr. Wise reported a conversation he had had with Mr. Wertheim, president of the American Jewish Committee, Mr. Wertheim had said tha~ he was still not w~thou~ hope of a successful outcome of the discussions, but t:iat t. he ncn-Zionis·~ sub-committee is no~ ready for a further meeting. Mr. We~the1m Lad agre0d to inform us before his Committee would draw up any statement for the public with regard to Palestine. 

ANTI-ZIONIST M,'BBIS 

Mr. Neumann reported communications received from Rabbi Bernstein and Dr. Isr~cl Goldstein uh9 were appointed to the sub-committee to deal with the question of replying to the anti-Zionist statement made by a group of reform rabbis, -also from Dr. Heller. It was agreed to proceed with plans for securing·.signatures to a pro-Zionist platform from reform, orthodox and conservative rabbis. 

P JMPHLET MATERIAL 

/ Mr. Neumann further reported that the California Church Council had requested ?80 of Professor Niebupr1s pamphlets for circulation; that Mr. Frank Gannettls p~phlet had been very uell received and that reprints of various other available pamphlets were being made • .Another printing of the Niebuhr pamphlet was authorized. 
WASHINGTON OFFICE AND :BUDGET 

Mr. Naumann then br9ught up the question of representation in Washington and, specifically, the problem of securing a person to act as counsel to the American Palestine Committee •. He said that someone was available for this post, but that a decision would have to be taken as to whether negotiations with this candid.ate should proceed or not. 

It was pointed out in the course of discussion that the question was whether ~he Emergency Committee seriously intended to open a Washington Office and that this depended in turn on the amount of money which could be secured for the bud.get, The matter of a quarterly publication, too, was being held in abeyance because of the uncertainty about the budget, 

It was r~comm~nded and ag~eed· that two budgets, "A" and ":B" 1 be prepared& one of $175,000. and one of $250,000. :Both 9f these should be presented to the UPA for consideration. The scope of the work undertaken by the Emergency Committoe uould have to depend on the budget accepted. 
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Mr. Newn,'\ml further reported the resignation of Mr. Kritzer. 

DR. M:4:GNES' S COMMITTEE 

It was reported that the su1r·corr~""1. ttue which had been appointed at the last moct· 1 

ing to draft a rosoluJ.;i.~n d~.s:1:_1r, -J;iat:i.ng the I1~,1to 1 .. gc~.1cy Committoe from the r:rchu~r: 
had been unable to M3eto .A:...+ e ... "'native d:i.•9,f t ~ prqm.rcr. in the office were accorr. • 
ingly submitted to the m~etir-g1 

A report had been received from the Executive in Jerusalem with regard to tho 
opening meeting of the "Ichud" as follows& 

11The initiative for establishing the new party came as a result of Magnests 
talk with !uni Abdul Hady (mentioned in report of September 2). An invi ta-· 
tion for a meeting was sent out over the signatures of Magnes, Miss Szold, 
Buber, Smilansky 1 Julius Simon and Goldwater (of the London Economic Corpora
tion). Th9se invited uere requested to sign their agreement to two principlo~a 
(1) Palestine as a bi-national state; (2) its participation in an Arab 
Federation. 

"The meeti~g took place on August ll, in the H 11 of the Olei Germania in \ \ 
Jerusalem. About 80 persons were present and Magnes prosidcda He op9nod 
in a high moral vein declaring that. this was the eleventh hour. The Arabs 
are opposed, only because they don't believe that the Jews want peace. 
The solution i~ a bi•national state. It is necessary to establish a 
political organization which stands for this principle and which should be 
called 'Ichud1 • Continuing, Magncs said that a committee ought to be 
established to ,;,ork out a detailed progrron and to make contacts ni th 
various people throughout the world for settling the Palestine question 
after victory, especially in .America. 

"America.,. vrill not Q.Ccopt tho plans of Jewish chauvinists and Arab 
extremists and uill turn to him and to people like him asking for a 
compromise program. The 'Ichud' will also engage in.practical activities. 
It uill propoeo to the government the establishment of an office of social 
welfare, uith tno Arabs, two Jcus and tuo Christians. Th9 'Ichud.t will 
develop educational and social cooperation uith tho Arabs; nill uork among 
tho Palestine regiment and uill propagate ideas of peace. It uill also 
ask the public to delete the c4',usc of tho Jewish National Fund stating 
that its land is for Jeus only, which menns, practically, that an Arab 
cannot put his foot on the soil. 

"A Reform Rabbi ,.1ho uas pros9nt, explained that n ncu orgnnizn.tion is 
necessary publicly to support Magncs, uho nou is an asset, or which 
Yishuv docs not make.use. He added that the League for Jewish-Arab 
~approchoment is not suitable for thc~t task because of its agreement nith 
the Hashomor Hntznir, (Tho Hnchomor Hntzair joined the Leagµe on the 
basis of an agreement requesting a bi-national state and Jewish immigration 

.according to the economic absorptive capacity of the country.)" 

Mrs. Pool asked to be recorded as follows& "I would like to report for the 
record Hadassah1s position insofar as it has a position ~t this point. A meeting 
of the Summer Executive (which acts for the National Board during the summer) 
devoted itself to a discussion of the statement about.Dr. Magnes 1s position 
appearing in the New York Times in June. At that meeting there were some members 
who pressed that Hadassah disassociate itself from Dr. Magnesia position and make 
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Hadassah's oun position clear, This suggestion ~as vetoed. 

Last Wednesday thero TTaS another meeting of the Summer Executive and it uas 
felt that ue should.get further infor.nation: that no responsible body shoul~ 
truce action on noTTspripor report~. Th13y thoroforo oent tno cables, one to Miss 
Szold and one to D~o 1.,ingnos ,roqu-<:~tins fu:,~:,hcr ~.nfr,rmnt1.cn nbout the !Ichu9-• 8 

Miss Szold had replied :in a cc.1J .1_e, :~n.form;:~:: ~ H·vlt.-~f1ah tl1.:1:i: she \7as ninr.aiJ ~.nr; 
all informc=1.tion nnd ro,1uesting i;r.3.t jn6gr.1ont bo nusp3:r1ded ur..til it arrived~ 
Dr. MR.gnes also ca'blcd. t 11r1. t ~10 TTc?.S ni~a..! .. ling h:i..cc vicv,ro Fada.ss~ thoro fo -:-c 
felt thc.t it should u~thhold its9lf from associntion uith any stntemont -u..1~il 
the information from Miss Szold end Dr. Magnes should be received. n 

Mrs. Epstein sn.id tha.t Mr~. Pool's fncts as presented •,-,e re correct, but the lmp~_i ... 
cationn uoro not. Thus it -;m.s by no mcnns cortnin thnt tho full Nn.tionnl :Roc.;,ra. 
'.1ould be of the snme vieu. The vote had. been very closo n.nd tho Summer Executive 
uas, in fnctt o. SII12.ll committee composed of those members of tho Nntionnl :i.:~on.rrl in and aroun~ Neu York 1uring tho summer, 
Mrs. Pool formally requested that no decision be taken on this quc;rntion u-ritil 
after the meeting of tho full N~tional Board of Had.assah in conjunction ~ith the 
NationP-1 Convention of Hndassah \7hich uould be hold in five vreeks, In My case, 
ns the President of Hadassah, she could not permit it to be associated ui th a.'ly 
re~olution uhich might be passed by tho Emergency Committee non. 

Mr. Gellman said ho thought Hadassah's request uithout justification. Tho chair
man of the Jeuish Agency is in .America o.nd.has given an official report. The 
Zionists of America ~oro eager to hoar M expression of opinion on the matter 
an~ it should be given as soon as possible. 

Mr. Noumnnn said he could not understand Hndassahls position from n legal point 
of vieus On uhnt basis, he asked, could it disnasociate itself from a resolution 
pa~sed by n majority vote of a committee of nhi~h it uas n constituent member? 

Mr. Lourie reported that Jud.go Lcvinthn.l and Mr, Szol9- had asked him to convoy ~hoir 
regrets to the mooting, at their inability to be prosont the.t evening, - Judge 
Levinthal been.use of court . duties in Philadelphia, ir. Szold because of illness. 
Judge Levinthal had stntcd that if there uns a mnjori~y in favor of a statement 1 
he uas uilling to go .1.long. But he doubted uhothcr it uould not strengthen Magnos 
nnd his group to direct n stntcmont spccinlly at them. Also in vieu of Miss I 
Szoldts tolcgrrun ho believed in MY cnso thD.t nn opportunity bo given for her to 
so~ forth hor position. 

Mr. Szold, too, nas of the opinion that it uould be impoliti9 to issuo a resolution 
\7hich is directed primnrily at Dr. Mv.gncs. It uould serve to give him just uhat ho 
unnted - ~dditionnl publicity - uithout achieving ~.nything. It nould merely re
sult in alionnting people uho do not understand tho problem ~.nd cannot be mndo to. 
understand. But th~t tho uay to approach the matter uas in terms of our oun ob- / 
joctivos and to bonr stress on thnt rather throl on tho ~ctivitios of nn in iduai. 
Accordingly, it might be useful to reaffirm ~.nd expnnd the Biltmore Reso ution in
di~ating that that progrrun alone offered a rndical solution of the Jouiah problem. 

Dr. Goldmann mado tho folloTTing points: 

l. The fonr that the pnssing of a roso~ution ~ould givo undue publicity to 
Dr. Mngnos uas not ~ell founded i:nn.smuch as he had already roccivod a groat deal 
of publicity of uhich ho him.self was the source. 
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.,, 

2. The d.;;l.ngor of the situation lios in the fact that Dr. li~gnes is publicized as 
representing l~rgc numbora of American Zionists; therefore American Zionists 
should repudiate him ruid ~ipc out tho impression that ho sporucs for American 
Jeuish opinion. 

3. In regard to Hndassnh1s position, Dr. Goldmann pointed out t~nt it uas a most 
unclear one. At tho Biltmore Conference not one Hndasse.h member had opposed the 
Janish Common,.-10nlth e,s tho politicnl aim 9f the Zionist movement. It vw.s, then, 
a political contradiction for it to be on record as favoring a Jewish Oommonwealt~ 
and yet not to oppose a bi-national state. If. Hadassah were serious about c:t$· ' 
cipline and about a Jewish Commonwealth then it would have to be opposed to a 
program which repudiated that as a Zionist aim. 

Mrs. Pool said there was no question about Hadassah1s support of a Jewish 
Commonwealth. It maintained, however, that all pronouncements should be posi iii-ru 
and not negative - . the man on the street would be confused by negative prono1.L"':c13-· 
ments. Moreover, Hadassah had to have further facts before it was prepared t o 
ju~ge the situation. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion made the folloTiing statement: 
. . 

He said that the question was not one of judicial procedure, but rather of 
political action. Dr. Magnes 1s program was designed to destroy organi~ed 
Zionism and to influence the American Government to believe that there was a 
cheaper solu~ion to the Palestine problem than the Jewish Commonwealth. His 
whole program uas directed townr~ America and therefore .American Zionists had 
to answer it. The High Commissioner, t~e .American government and the American 
people should know that uhile Dr. Magnes may have perso nal friends in America 
he has no organized Zionists behind him. Haclassah i~ t he most disciplined of the 
Zionist organizations and as such should realize t hat only the Jewish people can 
negotiate with the Arnbs and not a single individual. 

H~ recommended that the resolution confine itself to the following facts: 

The entire Amcricn.n Zionist movement is united behind the r ~solution passed 
at the Biltmore Hotel Conference; this nction of Dr, ~gnes is a separatist 
action and the Emergency Committee disassociates itaelf from it. He could not 
se9 on ~hat formal bnsis Hadassnh could refuse to join such a.resolution. 

. . 
Mr. Lipsky urged that the resolution include a demand that Dr. Magnes be asked 
to resign from tho Hcbrou University, Mr. Bon-Gurion took the position that thisj 
ua~ (a) irrelevant, and (b) not uithin our jurisdiction. 
~ 

. . 
Mr. Gellman forme.lly requested, on behalf of l 1 izrachi, that the resolution 
inciude the demand for Dr. Magnos•s resignation from the University. 

Mrs. Epstein m~do tho follouing points: 

1. She did not bolicvo that there uns nny sacros~.nct virtue in a positive rnthor 
than a nogntivc stntemont. She made the analogy of our 9un uar propn.gnnd.n. During 
the pre-unr period propngMdn for intervention stressed not only tho positive as
pects of intervention but also the very negative results of follouing a.n isolation
i~t policy. 

2. She did not ngroo thnt thero uas not sufficient evidence as to tho character 
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of Dr. Magnes's vieus and program. The New York Times had quo~ed him directly; 
his posit~.on against Jewish immigration and a Jewish Commonwealth was well known; 
the Executive reports now received made the matter quite clear. 

It was fina~ly decided tha~ the Office Committee recommend to the full Committee 
the adoption of a res0lution to be prepared by a co;imitt.ee composed of Mrs, 
EpsteL1, l.rre Lipsky a.11 rt "'.iro J,our:l.e:- in line i11l1::h the r, -..:;.~r.;os tions ma.c.e at i: :ie 
mee ~ing, 

/ Mrso Pool voted against t}1o moti0n., 

BALFOUR DAY ANNIVERSARY 

It was agreed to call a special meeting of the Office Committee on Monday, 
Septem~er 14, to consider proposals for the commemor~tion of Balfour D~y~ 
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Strictly Conf1gentialv 

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMIT'IEE MEETING 

WRICAN ~EROENCY CO~ITTE;E FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Wadne,sday ,September IO, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist 

Affairs was held on Wednesday afternoon, September 50, 19~2 at 41 E. 42nd Street. 

PRESENT• Mr. Szold, presiding; Mr. Bublick, Mr. Cruse, Rabbi Kowalsky, Mrs. Pool, 

Dr. Wise. 

Dr. Ooldm~; Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann. 

By invitations Mr. Shetzer. 

PLANS FOR l3A:LFOUR DAY 

Mr. Newnann reported that plans for the commemoration ~f Balfour Day were 

under way. The services of Mr. Magida had been engaged for one month to assist 1n 

the working out of the program, which includesl 

1. The securing of signatures of members Oonhroes to a .deplaration 

reaffirraing their support of the aims of the Balfour Declaration. 

2. A meeting of Zionists in New York. 

3. A small function in New York for the American Palestine Committee. 

4. An inter-faith religious service. 

5. The eeQllring of signatures of members of the Christian clergy supporting 

the aims of the Balfour Declaration. Dr. Henry Atkinson of the Federated 

6hurches of Christ in America has offered his cooperation in this matter. He 
wiill discuss any plans he may have for enlisting the support of the Christian 

clergy with Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldstein. 

The matter of speakers for the public functions was referred to the com
mittee of the constituent organizations which is working with Mr. Neumann on the 

Balfour Day program. 

Mr. Neumann reported that a meeting of the sub--committee on relations witl1 

the Hindus and Chinese had met. 

MEEI'ING Dl\I 

It was agreed that meetings or the Office 0ommittee are hereafter to be 

held on Tuesdays. Mr. Lourie was authorized to make all the necessary arrangements. 

REPQRI'S FRQM PAJ1iSTINE 

Two reports from Palestine, one in regard to Mr. Willkie' s visit, the seco:. 

in connection with hints of the official attitude to the idea of Federation were 

read to the meeting. 
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lJ3.tter 
Mr. Neumann suggested that since the/report indicated a revival of the 

idea of Federation, it might be well to make inquiries again with our own govern
ment. The suggestion was accepted. 

Oonsideration is to be given to the question of the advisability of taking 
some action in connection with the possible appointment of Mr. Wadeworth as the 
American Oonsul to Beirut. 

mlUOET. 
Kr. Szold reviewed the expanded program which had been presented by 

Mr. Nawnann some months ago, calling for a budget or '-"260,000, approximatel.J d1-
Yi4ed &I follow,I 

( . . 

Current budget -
Research and publications -
Political work in Washington -
General expansion of public· • 

$100,000. 
50,000. 
50,000. 

~ ·· reletians work, press, rndio, etc.- 68,000. 

It had been contemplated that the budget would be secured through a 1% 
tax on all collections for Palestine. Hade.ssah and the Gewerkschaften had, each 
for various reasons, reported negative reactions to the proposal. 

Nevertheless, Mr. izold thought that even if no money were available 
except from the UFA, we should think in terms of an expanded program. In the 
research field, he thought we should be prepared to spend as much money as neces
sary on preparing authoritative briefs stating the case or Zionism on (a) Arabs 
and (b) the potentialities or Palestine for taking care of millions of Jews. 

In Washington, the American Palestine Committee needs fostering. We had 
an asset of potential value in that committee but it must be expanded and kept . 
going. 

In the matter of procedure, Mr. Szold recommended that the Emergency 
Committee confine its agenda to a oonaldc,ation ·~t .broad policies, rather than 
oonoern itself with discussions of detail and of techniques. These details shoulc 
be worked out by sub-committees and by the staff, and should not engage the atten
tion of the Emergency Committee as such, except that the latter ehould pass on the 
budgets and general plans. Tho growth of the administrative machinery should be 
limited as far as possible, and available machinery of other Zionist bodies should 
be utilized to the greatest extent. 

Specifioally, Mr. Szold proposed that the Emergency Committee oome to 
an arrongement with the ZOA in Washington, a sort of sub-contract, to take care 
of the imerican Palestine Committee. The 'lJJA had a building in Washington which 
was too large for its needs, but might in part be admirably adapted for the work 
of the American Palestine Committee, and ganarall; for the political and public 
relation: activities of the Emergency Committee in Washington. The first floor 
of the building could be taken over in its entirety for these purposes. 

The Emergency Committee itself should consider questions of major 
policy. It should coneern itself with such broad problems as, e.g. relations with 
Great Britain, tho question of a joint KandateJ federation, etc. It should also 
be familiar with the thinking and plans or the various organizations denling with 
post-war settlement. He urged that the whole matter be given early consideration. 
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It..,. pointo-1 out that Mr. Szold•s propoaels, as he had himeelt indicated, 
hinged on eeouring funds for e.n enlarged budget. Doubt was expressed by 
~r. Kowalsky that the Funds would be willing to increase their allocation. 

Dr. Goldmann thought that if Hedassah and the Oewerkschaften would agree to 
the proposed 5% tax on collections, the other organizations and Funds would like
wise participate. 

Mr. Cruao stated that the matter of the tax on Gewerkschaften collections 
would have to be referred to the Vaad HaPoel of the Histadruth. There was no 
authority here to make such an allocation. Mrs. Pool repo~ted on behalf of 
hadassah that there had been no formal discussion of the matter but that Hadassah 
was not sympathetic to the proposal. 

Dr. Wise said that the situation must be faced franklyr either we got a 
budget which would anableo/to undertake a comprehensive and effective program, or 
the Committee should go out of existence. He did not believe the position taken 
by Hadassah or the 0ewerkschaften campaign valid. Hadassah's 100% clause was 
written into its constitution in 1912; the entire world had changed since then. 
Now political work in America was one of the most important end urgent take to be 
done in Zionism and it was legitimate to deduct from collections for this • . 
purpo.e. • .The Cleverkachftften ·. too must accept its share and its repponeibili ties, 
He ctid not believe that it was reasonable to say that they must oak the Histad
ruth for permission to deduct from collections. The political task here was the 
task of all of us, and we should all suffer alike if we failed in carrying it out. 
He proposed that arrangements be made for a delegation of the Emergency Committee 
to present the matter before the organizations concerned. The proposal was 
accepted. 

Mr. Szold said, in this connection, that if Dr. Weizmnnn approved, and 
Dr. Goldmann and Mr. Ben-Ourion, he did not believe it necessary to appeal to 
the Agency for permission to secure the budget for the Emergency 0om~ittee from 
the rut.le. 

DELEOft'tION 1P PALESII!W 
Mrs. Pool presented, on behalf of the National Board of Hadaesah, a recom

mendation thnt the Emergency Committee establish a comnis3ion of American Zionistd 
to go to Falest1ne to participate in the working out of the problems that are 
before us there. She said that the Board had made no recomrnendetions as to per
sonnel or details, but urged that the recommendation,prcviously urged both by 
Mr. Ben-Gurion and Mrs.Jacobs, be accepted in principle. 

It was pointed out that auch a committee could not, for technical reasons, 
be a large one, and a distinction was drawn between a delegation •hich should go 
to Palestine for perhaps a cou;ie of monthe for the purposes of reporting 
America's thinking to the Yishuv and of bringing back a report on their findings 
to America, and one which should settle down for an indefinite period in 
Palestine to cooperate in different directions with the Executive. 

It was resolved that the Committee warmly approves the proposal for 
sending to ialestine an American Zionist delegation to consult with the Executive 
and bring to the Yishuv the views of ~erice.n Zionism,,nd in tutm to bring to 
bring to America a report on its findings on the situation in Palestihe. 
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• 
Details as to personnel, etc. were referred ton co~mittee compos d 

of Dr. Wise and Mr. Szold • 

QAB.LE TO PAI$STINE 
No action was taken on Ha.dassah's recommendation that a cable be sent to 

Mr. Ben-Ourion setting forth the views of the Emergency Committee on the matter 
presented to them at the meeting before his departure. 

A.L. 



MINUTES OF OFFICE OOMMIT:rf& 
AM,~RICAN EMERGENCY COMM ITTEE FQR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

October 20, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee was held on Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 20, 
at 4 p.m. at 41 E. 42nd Street. 

PRESENT, Mr. Szold, in the chair; Mr. OelltlenJ Dr. Goldstein, Miss Leibel, 
Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal. 

INCIW.SING U.S. INTEREST IN ~AR EAST 

Mr. Neumann drew attention to reports concerning increased American poli
tical interest in the Near East. In this connection the appointment of 
Mr. Wadnorth, formerly American Consul in Jerusalem, as U.S. Consul in Beirut 
and Agent in the Near East reflected a trend which was deeply disturbing. He 
also referred to the gathering in various government departments in Washington of 
"specialists" on the Near East, many of whom were by no means friendly to the 
Zionist point of view. 

Dr. Ool.mmann reported on a conversation which he had had with a leading 
member:·, of the administration in Washington. 

It was agreed that a small committee be appointed with Mr. Szold ae 
chairman, to give further consideration to the matter. 

TELEGRAM FROM JEWISH AGENCY EXECUTIVE RE DELEOATioN 

The following wire from the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem was reads 

"PLEASE COMMUNICATE OfERGENCY COMMITTEE OUR UNANIMOUS ARDENT DESIRE 
WELCOME HERE FEW RESPONSIBLE AMERICAN FRIENDS WHO TOGETHER WITH US 
WOULD TAKE STOCK POLITICAL POSITION CONSIDER ACTION FOR IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE AND TAKE BACK FIRST HAND KNOWLEDGE OUR WORK AND PROBLEMS stop 
TRUST EMERGENCY COMMITTEE WILL DISCUSS THIS URGENTLY ~ND INFORM US 
DECISION " 

Dr. Wise and Mr. Szold, who had been appointed a sub-committee to consider 
the question of a delegation, stated that they were not yet able to make a report 
on the membership of the delegation. Mr. Wertheim said that while there had 
been no decision by the Central Committee of his party on the matter, he personal].:, 
doubted the value of sending a delegation for a brief visit at this time. 

Dr. Goldmann urged however, that an American delegation would be very 
important, both from the point of view of the Yishuv and of American Zionism. 
The telegram from the Executive lent emphasis to this opinion. He pointed out 
further that for a year we had had no direct information from Palestine, as 
Mr. Ben-Gurion had come hero only after several months in London. 

Mr. Gell.men agreed that it was very desirable that thero should be an 
American delegation, but .urged that all the parties be represented. 

Dr. Wise asked to be excused from serving further on the sub-committed 
and it was agreed that Mr. Szold e.nd Dr. Goldmann get into touch with the 
parties with a view to submitting nru:ies to the Committee. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RE IOHUD 

The letter from Mrs. Pool to Judge Levinthal enclosing correspondence with 

MissSzold and Dr. Magnes, also material circulated to Hadnssah Chapters, regarding 

the Ichud was read to the Committee. It was agreed that the correspondence be 

placed on file and made available in this office to the members of the Committee 

for their personal information. 

ARAB JEWISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Mr. Lourie reported on a meeting of the Arab -Jewish Relations sub-committee 

at which were present Mrs. Pool, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr~ Szold and Mr. Lourie. The 

question had been considered of establishing a oor.nnittee under the joint sponsor

ship of Hadassnh and the Emergency Committee and with two co-chairmen. Mrs. Pool 

had expressed opposition to the proposal for co-chairn: ~s orga.nizationally bad 

and likely to impede the work of the cor.:unittee. She suggested that there be a 

period of joint oper~tion by the Emergency Committee and Hadassah of the Arab

Jewish Relations Committee under a single chairman and that the aatter come up for 

consideration agP.in after a reasonable time had elapsed, to see how this would 

work outo She urged that inasmuch as the work of the ~rab Je'l;rish Relations Comnit

tee was limited to rcsearch,study and investigation, and political action was 

outside the scopm of its activity, there was no danger of the Emergency Committee 

becoming responsible for action with which it might not agree. 

Mrs. Jacobs had expressed the view thnt the work of tho Arab Jewish Relations 

Committee should be increased and that if the Emergency Committee was not ready at 

this stage to undertake joint sponsorship, the Hadassah should go ahead with its 

program leaving it open to the Emergency Committee to participate in the work of 

the committee if and when it should so desire. It had been finally decided that 

Mr.Szold should discuss it further with other members of the 6ommittee and bring 

the matter book to the Office Oomi.:1ittee. • 

h full aiscussion fo~lowed·the above report. 

Dr. Goldstein said that he saw no reason why the Emergency Committee should 

place. itself in a position of sponsoring joi:-1.tly with one of its own constituent 

units the nctivities of the Arab Jewish Relations Comoittee. Such a set-up was in 

his view organizationally bad. The subject of Arab Jewish Relations further, had 

implications which touched a much wide~ area than tho title denoted. 

Miss Leibel intervened to request that the matter be postponed until a 

later meeting at which Mrs. Pool and Mrs. Jacobs might be present. 

Dr. Goldnann snid that formally .and organizationally Dr. Goldstein's 

argument was correct, but that the reality had to be accepted that the committee 

was in exiatenoe and working. He saw no possibility of getting Hadassah to agree 

e.t this time to the Emergency Committee's taking over. On the other hand, the 

character of the ~rnb Jewish Relations Committeets work was such that the 

Emergency Oomnittee must concern itself therowith. 

It was agreed in view of Miss Leibel's request thnt the matter be postponuct 

to a later meeting. 

ljATIONilLITY ACT 
It was reported that the Nntionality ~ct of 1940, in terms of which 

naturalized American citizens in Palestine \\IOUld lose their citizenship 1r· tho.v- . 

failed to return to the U.S.A. by October 14, 1942, had been amended by Con~re~:s. 

and the return period had been extended for a further t\\10 years. 
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Mr. Rehabiah Lewin-Eptein had been active in Washington in obtnining the 
passage of this bill. ""ppeciation was expressed by tho Coomitteefot- his efforts, 
It was alsodiecided to write a letter of thanks to Mr. Phil Levy who had been 
very helpful in the matter~ 

BALFOUR CELEBRATION AN!IVEfiSARY 

Mr. Neumann reported that the foilowing plans were being carried out in 
connection with the Balfour AnniversaryD 

1. A statement had been drawn up for signature by Senators and Congreesmen 
recording their support of the objects of the Decla~ation.(Oopy attached) 

2. A delegation of rabbis was being planned to call on the State Department 
in connection with the Balfour Declaration, if possible on Mr. Hull. The dele-• 
gation would be representetivc of the different rabbinical organizations. 

3. Arrangements were being made for s,_-ecial publicity in the press. fhe 
New York T:.,;nes had sent one of its pr'i!lti:p featv.re writers to interview 
Dr. Weizmann. Atlong other papers \\·hich would feature the anniversary would be
PM, Tribune, World--'l.1elep,r·am:, DaiJ.y News, nlso Free World, PeoplB 's War, Asia, 
Liberty, Parado" Colunnists who had expl."·essed their interest included Mr. Sims, 
Dorothy Thompson and Mrw Niver. 

4. A special program had been arranged on the Northwestern University 
radio forum. 

5. Arrqngements were also going ahead for the meetin6 in Carnegie Hall. 
There was some possibility tnat this might be held in joint sponsorship with the 
Free World association and the League of Nations Association. 

6. Arrangements had not yet been completed for a speaker for the occasion. 

7. A specialppress book was being prepared which will contain suggested 
articles, editorials, lettere-to-·the-ec!i to:rs and special news items for use 
locally by constituent Zionist grc-.ips t-hr.oughou·t the country. 

8. J~n Interfaith Service was to be held at Temple B':nai Jeshurun. 

RESOLUTION OF a.F. OF Lv ON PALESTI~JE 

Mr. Wertheim reported on the recent convention of the AFL in Toronto. A 
resolution submitted to the Federation by the Poale Zion had been unaniraouRly 
adopted (text of resolution attached). The presence of ropr esent~tives of tne 
Jewish Labor Comruittee had sonewhat complicated the position, but Mr. Green 
personally had assured acceptance of the resolution. 

It was agreed that a letter froo the Committee be addressed to Mr. Green 
as Chsirman of the AFL to express our appreciation of the action, 

CONFERENCE ON NEAR EASTEnU MATTERS 

Mr. Neumann said that he was anxious to arrange a conference on Nenr 
Eastern matters in connection with the in~titute of World Econonics of which 
Louis Lorwin is the head. Mr. Lorwin is also eoonomic advisor to the National 
Besources Planning Board. Tho Institute possesses the necessary mechaniem tc, 
organize such a conference, which would not cost the Emergency Oo1Jmittee morE;. tLa ,. 
~00.00 in ill. This expenditure was approved. 
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RESEliRCH STUDIES 

Mr. Neumann reported that certain volunteers in Washington were working 

on docwnents on ~erican official policy in Palestine, particularly durir~g and 

at the end of the last war. It was hoped that a treatise, and possibly a shcrt 

books would be prepared on this subject. In addition, there was some possibili+y 

of .Prof o Carl Fried.rJ.d1 head of the School df Government at Harvard, being 

willing to write a book on the whole ques~ion~ 

It was agreed that a book by Prof. Friew.ich.. would be very valuable and 

that any necessary expendi~ure in that connection be authorized. It was also 

reported that a study is being undertaken of what is being said in America ana 

in England of the disposit;ion after the war of 11dependent areas 11 • It was im
portant that we should know the trend of thought o~ t!'lose concerned with these 

matters. Such a report would be circulated and perhaps published, and a Mr. 
Graeber was being employed as a research worker on this task. Nn expenditure of 

not more than $200 was approved. 
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MINUTES OF QFFIQE COMMITTEE MEETING 
AMERICAN EMEROENO;( COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Thursday, Octcbe~, 29, 1942. 

There was a special meeting of the Office Committee on Thursday, 
October 29, 1942 at 6150 p.m. at 41 ~. 42nd Street. 

PRESENT I Judge Levinthal, presidingf Mr.,. Szold, Dr. Wise, Dr. Goldstein, 
Mr. Bublick, Rabbi Gold, Mr. Greenberg, Mr. WertheimJ Mesdames Jacobs, 
Epstein, Pool. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Lourie; Mr. Weisgal. 

INVITATION TO AMERICAN-SOVIET CONGRESS 

It was agreed that the Committee accept an invitation to send a representa
tive to the meeting of the American-Soviet Oong~ess on November 7-8th, and 
Dr. Goldstein was nominated. 

Mr. Weisgal referred to a number of invitations received by Dr. Weizmann 
in connection with various activities inspired by friends of Soviet Russia. It 
was the view of those present that each such matter must be considered on its 
merits and that for example a tribute to Soviet resistance in the form ef a scroll 
to be signed by a million Americana should be supported, but on the other hand an 
invitation to be associated with the letter !n the Freiheit be declined. 

ARAB-JEWISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

A report of the sub-committee as submitted to the Office Committee was 
ag in prQsented to the meeting. Mrs. Pool said that the question of the future 
of the ~rnb Jewish Relations Committee had been reopened before a full National 
Board meeting of Hadassah. The position had been maintained that Hadassah contin
ue its work in which the Emergency Committee be intited to particinate. As regards 
budget, in answer to an inquiry, Mrs. Pool stated that last year i4,500 had been 
spent on the work of the At,ab Jewish Relations Comoittee. It was proposed to 
dontinue to spend at least that amount again. 

The present membership of the Arab Jewish Relations 0ommittee included• 
Mesdames Jax1obs, Benjamin, Greenberg, Halprin,Pool, Rosensohn, Schoolman, Edith 
Bukspan Silverstein, Doctors Salo Baron, I.B. Berkson, A. Halkin, Oscar Janowsky, 
Emanuel Neur.iann, Moshe Perl.l!lann, lax Schloessinger. ~ould the :&inergency Commit
tee decide to participate in the work of the sub-committee, it would be entitled 
to add raembers as it sew fit. Mrs~ Pool emphasized that the function of the sub
committee was sttudy andnnot political ection. 

Mr. Neut1ann said that he was a member of the Committee and found that 
its discussions were well attended and serious, useful material had been gathered 
from time to tiJne, and he thought that with liJnited resources it had been doing a 
useful job. He raised the question, however, as to whether it was procedurally 
approJ)Tiate for the Etaergenoy Committee to sponsor the Arab-Jewish Relations 
Committee with Hadassak. 

Dr. Goldstein said the.t Hadassah wr.s to be commended for doing a fine 
piece of work, but he still believed that constitutional and formal oonsiderationd 
made joint sponsorship inadvisable. 
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Mrs. Eptein said that the action "'tek-n··-bT • Hadassah had been due to the f c.·,~1 . .. 

ure or the Eoargency Committee to Rct. The Hadassah nosition os e~-pressed by 
Mrs. Pool was r oasonable. This was a matter whjch co:.1cer:iec. all and should r.avc tl.:.0 

direction or sll groupso As to t he propv$od s~t-up, t ho matt -J r httd a history w~t;h 
could not be disregarded. 

Dr. Goldmann sHid thnt log·:.L.al:1..y Dr. OcJ.c.s~ · _i_n was r:i ght, but the fact was 
that an Arab-J 1Jwish Relations Gorr.mi t tue \'T::l s i n ex~:. ;; ttmue. Haa.assah would not just 
hand it over. He did not believe i 1 a study of a sub j~,0t of this kind unrelated to 
political action, and accordingly vhought that it wns part, of tho Emergency Com
mittee's JJunctions to interest i:~sclf in this natter.. Hed. Hudas~e.h agreed , in 
addition to tho appointment of adclition8I membersi, to t ha t of a co- -chaiman, ho 
,,!ould have been in favor of Mrs. Pool f s proposal o Nr s ca :' ool said that tho chair
man would be responsible to the Emergency Com!:li t t Ge and wo1..1.l ci g0 t directions and be 
under the control of the Corn:i ittec.. Mrs. Jacobs s aid shu did :!ut cnre ·wh:) rlic~ the 
work but thet it was work that must be done. Thu subject could not be evaded or 
avoided. 

Dr. Wise sDid that if the bommittee was for ct~d~ purposes only and· would 
not be free to a.ct ·with:iut the approval of the: ~&merg0ucr Co.u1::i:i t tee , he moved that 
the proposal be accente(l thnt the Emergc.:ncy Commit t\Jc arpo:-_r~ t. ,;\ .rr,r esento.tives to 
serve on the Ara.bJ ewish R1.3lations Committee and that it t~ ~·cH.1ponsible hl.so to the 
Emergency Committee, 

The proposal was c~rried, with Dr. Goldstein voting against. 

DELEGATION TO P ALESTII·JE 

Dr. Goldlsann had befl,n r ·: quootod to t ake ur; t!l~ mat t ~r of a delegation to 
Palestine with tho parties~ He had had an oppori·. rnjJ·y of ctiscl1.ssing the matter with 
Poale Zion end Mizrachi and felt that in view of th~ accept er~e of the Biltmore 
program, there was no urgent need, so ro.r as no::iticfl l issues we!·e concerned, for 
a delep,ation. In their vtew the delegation ehoulct ~on$t st of four members- one 
from eacBh party. If this were not possible, the l'ur--1 .. G Zion a;if.. Miz:rachi did not 
egree thrt the totality of American Zionism cou:.. b(:j :r0r1,c1sent~d by one or two 
delegl'.tes. As regaitds the general Zionists, the viuw taken was that as it was 
highly unlikely that four nriorities would be obtainablt::, a small deLJgation of 
two should go- one 1Jf those to be Mr. Szold. 

Dr. Ooldoaim Also renorted that the Executive in Jerusalem hRd urged 
Dr. Woizmann Ei.nd himself to come to i 'alestine, but that Dr. W~izmann had cabled 
the.this health made it inndvisable to go before the sr ring. na f or himself, 
Dr. Goldmann had not yet come to any decision. Dr. Weizmann had also cabled to 
Jerusalem sugr,esting that Mr. Shertok should pay a visit to 1unerica. 

Mr. Szold expressed the viow that if the Emergency Committee could not 
come to a decision on sending one or two people to Palestine on thGir merits, it 
was being reduced to futility. There was no doubt about the desirnbility of a 
direct interchanGe of information and opinions. I£tagreer.ient coulli not be reached 1 

the r.iatter should not be wrapped up in excuses but1ehould be frankly se.id that for 
-partisan roe.sons nothing c0uld be done. Mrs. Epstein ar,roed, but ac'.ded that in ar:::
caee aha believed a delege.tion of one inadequate. Bab bi Gold said he wae surprisd..:. 
thE'.t Mr. Szold had spoken with such warmth. Possibly it was desirable that there 
should be no parties, but facts must be accepted. He had tho greatost confidence 
in Mr. Szold himself as a member or the delegation, but believed that there we~ 
some as·1eots which a Mizrechi representative -would be more 0ompet13nt to invest:.
gate. There was no raeson why the different parties should not semddelegates of 
their own, but if a delegation were to be sent by the Committee, it should b~ 
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represcntetive of the Committee. 

Mr. Werthe:b:l ecid thut in the ordinary way mnjority rule. governed the 
ecti0ns of tho Committee- o g~ in rer,nrd to m~tters of policy. The Oommitt~e 
hcd been sot un na l'. body ~o denl with the emergunoy eituP.ti,)n, but when it came 
to sending a re?rcsentativa delegation of &mericrui Zionism, different consider
ations not arieinf~ out of the emergency apnli~d, He reforrod to the situation 
which had arisen in the Keren Hayesod where, owing to what in his view wasthe 
nartiaan attitude of the Gencrsl Zionists, r13rresentF.tivus 1)f two of the parties 
hPd resign13d. He ft:1.iled to sec why sucic.enl.y the Oenarru. Zionists in the Emergen

cy Committee cleimcd tv be non-partisan in contrast with tha others. 

Mrs. Jnc0bs af'id thflt logic wes on the side of the ·-1ertias, but that life 
must be tcken into account. It was not a quGstion of selection on a nnrty basis
if EJ Mizrnchi renres0ntf'tive was more suitable he shoul( go. Careful judgGmont 
wst ba directed to consinering wh0 ~~uld be the best candidate in the circum
stances. 

Mr. Bublick pointedout thrt there were three_ j)arties and not four, e.nd 
urged th~t the cifferent nnrties looked at P~lestine from different points of 
view. 

Judge ~0vinthal nointed out thRt when Mr~ Ben-Guri0n came to America 
he did not bring with him representatives of Poale Zion or Mizrachi. It was merely 
a question of sending over represantr.tives on mr ttors ofcomoon inter~st. 

Mr. Greenberr. snic th~t n really represcnt~tive delegation should contain 
perhaps fifteen ncrsons, but that this was not possible a.t this time. As a fact, 
we c0uld probably not send more than two delepetos. There were two matters on 
which it was necessnry to exchen~ informati0n • · one, political matters includ
inr ths work in ,uncrica and the situati0n in falus tine, and the other- economic 
problems, '3. g. knerice. ' s contribution in talm!ls of orivate Rnc. public capital. 
Tha dabgr.t'3s we send shouln go out as experts on thcsa matters, not speaking for 

the nerties as such but on thair personal merits to exchange r.nd obtain informa
tion. 

It was firulll.y agreed that the matter be referred back to the organi
zations. 

TRANS I~ OF REFUGE$ CHILDR~N T HRU IRAQ _ 

Mrs. Pocl sllirl thEit in rer,a.rd t•) the me.tter of th . .;se childrdn now in 

Tehernn, it land been requestad thnt no delegation call on th~ ~tnte Department 
with~ut the inclusion of a .r•adassnh ropres~ntative. ·No"' they had been informed 
that in the course of e conversrtion "1th Dr. l'ise and Dr. Oolcmnnn, Mr. Sumner 
Welles had said thet the intervention of the ~oericPn government in Begdad had 
been rejected and the visas refused. This was the first that Ha<lassah had hoard 
of it. She felt it unfortunate that HadassAh representatives had not been 
present. &0assah went on a nureJ-Y humanit~.rian basis, enrl she belitNed thPt int 
that capacity they might have contributed to the ohcncee of success. Mrs. ?ool 
edded that Mr. Myron Taylor had been nnproacherl and ha baitl he would be glad to 
te.lce un the matter with the St~te Department with a view to hoving it re-
opened with the Iraquis. Hadassah al,so proooaed to send a delegatiun to 
Washint;ton to include a Quaker and a ~8Illber of the Intergovenunental Committee 
on Refugees to see the Minister of Iraq. Miss warburg wns also seuing Mr. Faritd. 

of the Standard Oil in re~ard to certain economic asnects. 
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Dr. Goldmann said that he had been asked many weeks ago by cable from the 

Executive to intervene in regard to- a) transit .. ,throui;h Iraq, and alternatively 

) 
ylh.,; 

b possibility of getting planes to transport/ c:Ulctren. He and Mr. Bon-Ourion 

had seen Mr. Berle on other matters ann had t aken nhe opportunity or raising the 

question with him, The matter had been urged n~~ely on the humanitarian basis 

and though there was also a larg8r question of transit for the adult refugees in 

Iraq and not only the children, Mr. Berle had said he would cable immediately to 

Iraq and to Jerusalem. Unfortunately Mr. Berle had cnrerently failed to carry 

out his undertaking. Dr, Wise and he had subsequently seen Mr. elles and urged 

American intervention, again on hummdtarien rrounds Mr. Welles immediately 

agreed to intervene and we had subsequently learned that the State Department 

had takon the matter up in Bagdad on t'tJO occasions~ Under these circumstances 

we had gotten from the State Department all that could be expected at this stage 

so far as a direct intervention was concerned. The State Department would not 

break off relations with Iraq on a matter of this kind. Whether hadassah had 

been rresent or not, no stronger action could have been hoped for on their part. 

Had a sneoia.l delegation been organized to go to the State Department, tiadassah 

would certainly have been included, but that was not the case here, nor could a 

special delegation be arranged to take up every matter that arose. 

Dr. Goldmann assured Mrs. fool that Hadassah would be consulted in all 

cases where action affectL~g Hadassah interests might arise, He also thought 

that the proposal mentioned by Mrs. Pool of a delegation of influential Americans 

to the Iraq Consul was valuable and should be puxs~ad, 

DEfARTURE. OF MR. W~DSWORrH __FOR NEAR EAST 

Mr. Neumann reported on efforts which had been made to get into touch with 

Mr. Wadsworth before his departure the follow~ng Monday for Beirut. 

CONVEESAEION WITH MR. WILLKIE 

A report was given on a conversation which a Zionist friend had had with 

Mr. 'Willkie on his return from abroad. Mr. Willkie is approach was spmpathetic, 

particularly in regard to the need for Jewish immigration. 

~ALFOUR DAY CELEBRATION 

Mr. Neumann reported further on preparations for the observance of 

Balfour Day. A special re,ort will be prepared for distribution later. 

.a.L. 
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MINUTES OF QFFICJ: COMMITTEE MJ!«ETINO 

AMERICAN JMEROENCY CQMl:IITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 
November 10, 1942. 

A meeting or the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs was held on Tuesday, November 10 at 4t30 p.m. at 41 E. 42nd Street. 

PRESENT• Mr. Szolxl,(presiding), Mr. Cruso, Mrs. Jacobs, Rabbi Kowalsky, Mr. Lipsky 
Mrs. Pool, Mrs. Shulman. 

By invitationt Miss Gisela Warburg. 

Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann. 

flp11LZBmR~' s STATEMENT ON ZIONISM 

A discussion too~ place on action to be taken in refutation of Mr.Sulzberger' 
speech as reported in the New York Times or November 6th. The question of a public 
protest meeting had been considered, and various members of the Committee had been 
consulted by telephone but had advised negatively. It was pointed out that (1) the 
statement by Senators and Congressmen reaffirming support of the Balfour Declaratfcn 
would be ready £or release in the near future, and that Ci) ~he answer by over 700 
rabbis to the statement of the anti-Zionist rabbis was likewise due to be published 
shortly, and that these two statements t.0uld serve in some measure to counter the 
impression made by Mr. Sulzberger, It was agreed in addition that letters be 
written to the Times by a number of persons, including-it was suggested- Rabbi 
Shulman as a leading reformed rabbi. 

SCOPUS PUBLISHING CQ. 

The request of the Scopus Publishing Company for a grant of t2soo to subsidize 
publication of a book of Parliamentary speeches on Zionism was refused. 

RESIARQH WORK BY DR, CllU,EBER 

The Committee authorized a further expenditure up to $200 in connection with 
certain resaarah entrusted to Dr. Graeber on behalf df the Committee. Dr. Graeber 
had previously collaborated with .Dr. Friedrich on the book "Jews in a Gentile 
World " and had been requested to p·~ a paper on social and economic needs among 
the Arabs. It was suggested that Mr. Moshe Herl.man might also be made use of in 
this connection. 

TVA , . . ... 

It was agreed to postpone to the following meeting a report of the trip of 
~r. Szold, Mr. Brodie and Mr. Neumann to the TVA,whlbh had been arranged in connec
tion with a far-reaching scheme for Palestinian development, 

PUl}LIO BEI,ltIOlift 

Mr. Neumann reported the tollowingt 

l, That 732 orthodox, reformed, and conservative rabbis had given thei. 
support to the :statement in response to that of the anti-Zionist rabbis, and publi
city would be given to this in the coming week. A number ofrabbis had refused to 
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allow their names to be used on the ground that the condemnation had not gone 
far enough. 

(2) So far 50 Senators and 150 Congressmen had signed the Balfour Day 
statement. 

(3) A telegram from Secretary of State Hull received subsequently to the 
Balfeur Day meeting had been released to the press. It indicated a more posi
tive attitude to Zionist aims than the rather colorless statement released in 
connection with the delegation to the Secretary of State of the heads of the 
rabbinical associations. It was suggested that Mr. Hull 1s was the first state
ment specifically associatixgthe State Department with the endorsements by 
successive Presidents of the Balfour Declaration, and as such was of significanca 

(I) Negotiations were still proceeding with Professor F~ of Harvard with 
regard to the publication of a book on American official policy on Zionism. 

(5) A Conference of Christian Olergimen on Palestine was being arranged ,..,.. 
.._.., for some day in December. It was agreed that an expenditure of ,350 for a 

luncheon in this connection. be authorized. 

(6) A meeting of Chinese and Hindus interested in the Zionist movemeni 
is to be held in the offices of the Emergency Committee on Tuesday evening next. 

f7) Invitations to members of the Committee to attend the forthcoming 
cort'erence of the Federation of International Oroupments was being arranged. 

REFUG,& CHILD¥ IN IRAN 
Miss Warburg reported on the various efforts which had been made to se

cure Iraqian transit visas for 500 Polish children who had come rrom Russia to 
Iran and for whom Palestine certificates were available. Thus far, despite rep
resentations by the British and American governments, the Iraqian government per
sisted in its refusal to grant transit visas to these children. The Polish 
Ministry in Washington had also interceded with Nuri Said, the Prime Minister of 
Iraq on behalf of the children. 

A oable had been received from the Executive in Jerusalem suggesting 
that publicity se given to the refusal of Nuri Said to grant the transit visas 
to the children. 

After some discussion it was agreed that action through diplomatic 
channels having failed, publicity be given to the matter. Al.so that it be pur
sued in other directions, including further representations to the State Dept. 
It was also proposed that the effort to secure air transportation for the 
children be further pursued. Hadassah would work together with the Emergency 
Committee on the matter of publicity. 

MISS SZOJJD'S BIRTHDAY 
Mrs. Pool reported that the National Board of Hadassah had decided to 

ask Mr. Willkie to speak on a national radio broadcast on the occasion of 
Miss Szold's birthday 1n December. 

It was suggested that caution be exercised lest Mr. Willk1e, wp.o 
apparently had it in mind to talk on ~alestine at some suitable opportunity, 
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limit himselr to a speech on Miss Szold1s birthday in lieu of a Zionist speech 
or wider political implications. It was also agreed that since Mr. Willkie was 
probably inundated with invitations from various Zionist organizations it would 
be wise to have some sort or clearing arrangement for such invitations, and the 
cooperation of Mr. Herman Shulman was invoked in this connection. 

PUQAIICN TO PALESTINE 
Mrs. Pool reported that the Executive Committee or Hadassah felt that even 

before the personnel of the proposed delegation to Palestine was decided unon, 
terms or reference should be set up, and road a list of subjects which might be ·· 
included within the scope or the delegation's inquiry. 

Mr. Szold pointed out 1n this connection that it must be remembered that 
the delegation should not be bound in any way, nor make any commitments while in 
Palestine. He said that if the terms or reference as presented by Hadassah were 
suggestions they might be acceptable, but if they implied commitments they would 
destroy the whole purpose of the delegation. 

Mrs. Pool said that Hadassah had not meant to bind the delegation in any 
way, but merely to make clear the subjects which they should explore. 

Mr. Szold reported thet he had leen informed of an invitation to 
Mr. Shertok to aome to the United States extended by Dr. Weizmann. He suggested 
that Dr. Weizmann be asked his opinion on the relationship between Mr. Shertok1a 
visit here and the proposed delegation or &nericans to Palestine. He thought that 
the matter should be on the agenda of the Emergen07 Committee for discussion. 

This was agreed. 
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A meeting of the Office Committee of the ~mericon Emergency CommittGe for 
Zionist ~£fairs wos held on Monday, December 15 nt 2130 p.m. 

Presents Mr. Szold( presiding), Mr. Gelltlan, Dr. Goldstein, Mra. Halprin, 
Mrs. Jncobs, Mrs. lool, Rabbi Silver, Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise. 

Dr. Ooldt1an,1J; Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Woisgal. 

AMERICAN OOUNCIL FOR JUDAISM 

The organizntion of a new body to be called the American Council for Jude.ism 
by a group of anti-Zionist rabbis was reported. Reference was made to the account 
which had appenred in the Independent Jewish Press Service, of the proceedings nt 
preliminary meetings which had led to the formation of this body. There was some 
discussion as to the desirability of giving publicity to certain matters contained 
in this account. As reRards the question of action by the Ecergency Committee 
in response to the establishment of the new organization, it was decidedl 

a) That a communication be addressed from the organizations to their chapters 
reporting on the formation of the American Council for Judaism and asking that a 
watchful eye be kept on any developments in connection therewith in local 
communities. 

b) That a statement be prepared on behalf of the Committee for issuance to 
the ~ngle-Jewish ann Yiddish ~resa. 

c) That a sub-committee be set up to consider further action. In this con
nection it was sugr,ested that an all-Jewish conference should be cnlled, possibly 
in Baltimore or thiladelphia. 

BOOK BY RABBI FEUER 

On the recommendntion of Mrs. Jncobs it was agreed that the book -"Why e.. 
Jewish State" by Rabbi Leon Feuer should be given wide distribution amongst the 
leaders of Americon public opinion. It was agreed that ~l.000 be provided for 
this purpose and also that individual organizations should be urged to promote the 
distribution of the book. 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

Dr. Wise reported an oral communication from Mr. Wertheim, President of 
the American Jewish Committee, as follows, 

Mr.Wertheim said he had been asked by his Committee to inform Dr. Wise 
that the Americ8.n Jewish Committee waa :no• prepared to agree to a bi-lateral 

statement. There had been a decision to recommend to the annual meeting of the 
American Jewish Committee .in January the adoption of a unilateral statement. 
Mr. ~ertheil!l said he believed that Dr. Wise would be pleased with the statement, 
but he could not at this time inform him of its content. Mr. Wertheim added that, 
he personally would urge that the Zionists also issue a unilateral statement mak-· 
ing clear the ' interpreation which they attach to the terms• "nation," 
"nationality," people, etc. 
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Considerable discussion followed as to whether an official written communi
cati9n should not be addressed to Mr. Wertheim placing on record the termination 

•• of negotiations, and indicating that the Emergency Committee regarded itself as 
free to take whatever action it might deem desirable to secure the unity of 
American Je'ftr'Y on a common platform. 

Among the poihts made in the course of the discussion were that a) • 
Mr. Wertheimfs communication to Dr. Wise, though oral, was entirely official and 
not informal, 2) that after a year and a half of negotiations, it would have been 
an act of courtesy on the part of the ~merican Jewish Committee to inform the 
Zionist members of the joint sub-committee in advance on the contents of their 
proposed unilateral statement, and 3) that a written communication from Dr. Wise 
to Mr. Wertheim might create the wrong im~ression and lead to the interpretation 
thet it was we and not they who had terminated the discussions, and thot this would 
strengthen the hands of the Anti-Zionist elements in the ~merican Jewish C~ittee 
It was finally decided that Dr. Wise take up the matter orally with Mr. Wertheim 
and that later a minute of the conversation between Dr. Wise and Mr. Wertheim might 
be sent to him as a matter of record. 

PUBLIC RELJ1.TIONS 

V Mr. Neumann reported the followingt 

l"AThe Office Committee had approved in principle the idea of having 
Prof. rl Friedrich of Harvard write a book on J.merican official policy with 
regar to Palestine. Dr. Friedrich estimated that the expenses in connection with 
the nreparation or the manuscript -would be $5,000. He had also informed 
Mr. Neumann that other commitments made it impossible for him to get started for 
the next six weeks, and asked whether it was desired that he get someone in his 
place if he might not be immediately available. The book as planned by 
Dr. Friedrich would be divided into five eeotions as follows• 

a. Brief back-ground before the first World War. 
b. Up to the Balfour Declaration and the repudiation of the Wilsonian ideal. 
c. Isolationism. 
d. Rise of Nazis and progressive deterioration of League of Nations up to 

1959. 
e. Ourrent ·p~ogressive thinking leading to a return of American participa

tion in world affairs. 

In addition to the expenditure of $5,000 for the manuscript, it was esti
mated thnt en additional $500 would have to be expended as a guarantee to the 
publisher. There was some discussion as to whether in view of the limited budget 
available so large a sum should be spent on a single item. It was decided to 
postpone a decision until it would be possible to cons:itder the matter in the 
perspective of a general plan of work and that Mr. Neumann discuss further with 
Professor Friedrich the proposal for preparation of an extended outline of the book., 

2. Professor Harlow informed Mr. Neumann that he did not want any compensa~ ./ 
tion for the bo Jk he was oreparing on Zionism and the Christian pubfic; he wished 
to volunteer his services as one devoted to the oause. 

5. Mr. Neumann and Mrs. iaoobs reported briefiy on the Conference of membe~A • 
of the Christian clergy which had met on Monday, December 1,. They said it was 
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a stimulating and heartening gathering. The spirit and the intellectual content of 
the.papers read and of the discussions had been of a high order. 

There had been discussion at the Conference as to a permanent organization 
to be known as the Christian Council on Valestine. The matter of a budget for 
this organization is to be further discussed - it was estii>ated that it would be 
between four nnn five thousand dollars annually. 

A voto or thanks was mrtended to Rabbie Milton Steinberg and l>hilip 
Bernstein for their efforts in conneoti,)n with the Ohristirui clergy. 

A list of those who participated is to be sent to the members of the 
Office Oommittee. It was proposed to request Bishop Poling to join the organizBk
tion. 

4. The "Tribune" Sunday supplement "Thia Week" carried an article on Palestine 
by Emil Lengyel. 

Mrs. Fool reported that the "Times" will carcy nn article in a forthcoming 
Sunday issue on the work of Dr. Kligler in Palestine. 

The next meeting is to be on Thursday, December 17, at 2t30 p.m. 

KEREN HUESOD 

Mr. Wertheim requested thfl.t the matter of the dis,ute between the Poale 
Zion and the Keren Hayesod be put on the agenda of an early meeting. 

• 
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M!NU'.l'ES OF OFFICE OOMMrrm 

AMERICAN HROENOX COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 
December 17, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Emergency Committee for Zionist 
Affairs was held on December 17, 1942. 

fRESENI't Mr. Szold, (presiding), Mrs. Epstein, Rabbi Gold, Mr.Greenberg, 
Mr. Gellman, Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. Pool, Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise, 
Judg~ Levinthal (later). 

Dr. GoldmannJ Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann. 

AQSNDA 

The Chairman proposed that the Office Committee agenda be devoted to broad 
issues of policy rather than methodologies. Mr. Neumann, in this connection; 
reported that the sub-committee had not yet met, but that he 
had pre?ared a number of questions for consideration. 

Mr. Szold thought the Office Committee should sit in more or less cont~ 
uous session to eonsider these broad problems. 

It was decided to devote December 25 to an all day meeting and Mr. Neumann's 
agenda is to be circulated to the Office Committee. 

ORGANIZATION QOMMI.'tl'EE 

Mr. Szol4 reported that the sul>-committee on organization was engaged in 
preparing its recommendations. ~s an interim proposal it redommended that 

·Mr .. Shulman be invited to serte as chairman of the public relations committee and 
that he attend meetings of the Office Committee without vote. This recommendation 
was accepted. 

"fSMifflJCAN COUNCIL FQR JUDAISM" 

Mr. Lourie read a statecent which had been prepared for the Anglo-Jewish 
press. It was agreed to rele~se this for publication. The matter of a statement 
for the general press was left for consideration by the eub-oomoittee appointed to 
consider action in regard to the fo?'I#ation of the iilnerican Council for Judaism. 

Dr. Wise reported a meeting with Mr. Wertheim, as followsl 

He and Dr. Goldmann had seen Mr. Wertheim in Washington on December 16 and 
had told him that Dr. Wise had reported to the Office Committee the conversation h~ 
hod had with Mr. Wertheim the previous week in Washington. The Office Committee 
was surprised that it hnd not received a written communication from Mr. Wertheim 
otficially informing them of the decision of the American Jewish Committee agains~ 
a bilateral agreement flnd in favor of the issuance of a unilateral stateaant of ii: .=. 
own. To this Mr. Wertheim replied .that he had thought it more ndvisable to inforrJ 
Dr. Wise infonnally and orally f'.bout the decision, instead of writing formal lett t:::·i . 



·- - ~ 
It had further been indicr.ted to Mr. Wertheim there was a feeling amongst 

the members of the Bhergency Committee that it would at the least, after a year anc 
a half of negotiations, } • • •• • •• .. , ,. • 
have been an act of courtesy on the part of the Negotiating Committee of the 
American Jewish Committee to have shown us the text of their proposed uni-lateral 
statement before it was made public, To this Mr, wertheim replied that since the 
Executive of the J.WC did not yet know whether the ~nnual Conference would endorse 
the statement, they felt it better to keep it secret until it would have received 
the approval of the innual Conference. 

Dr. Wise then told Mr. Werbheim that he had intended writing him a letter 
on the subject, but that the Office Committee of the Emergency Oomtlittea felt that 
inasmuch as Mr. Wertheim had delivered his message orally, it might be better that 
Dr. Wise also comnunicate with him orally, Dr, Wise thereupon read to Mr. Wertheim 
the following letter which it had planne<l to send hi.Jnl 

( DRAFT) 
Mr. Maurice Wertheim, President 
American Jewish Committee 
386 Fourth Avenue 
New York,N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Wertheim, 

December 15, 1942. 

I have subIIlitted to the ~erican Emergency Committee for Zionist iffa.irs 
at its meeting on December 16th1 the verbal oommunicntion which you made 
to me at your 't4ashington home on December 8th. I reported that the 
American Jewish Committee will, nt its annual meeting in January, consider 
the issunnce of a unilateral statement that would deal with the matters 
discussed by our Joint negotiating committee for more then e year. The 
Emergency Committee believes that the issuance of a unilateral statement by 
the American Jewish Committee implies a ternirw.tion of those negotiations 
which, it was expected, would lead to a bilateral agreement. 

I submitted, further, your personal and ~official suggestion that the 
~-. Zionists issue a statement coincident with the statement of the American 

Jewish Committee. It is the unanimous judgment of the Emergency Committee 
that any statement to be issued by us in this oonnaotion, can be considered 
only after nn exnninati~n of the unilateral st~tement of the knerica.n Jewish 
Committee. 

I am directed by the Emergency Comnittee to inform you that in view of the 
unilateral action proposed by the imerioan Jewish Cor.unittee, the Zionists 
consider themselves free to take such ectionle seems advisable in winning 
the surnort of hmerioan Jewry to its prograo. 

In con~lusion, may I exnress, both for cyself and on behalf of the Emergency 
Committee, our deep appreciation of your unremitting efforts in seeting to 
unite American Jewry on a COIDI!lon platform. 

Faithfully yours~ 

After the letter had been read, Mr. Wertheim said he too thought it batt,,_. 
thBt Dr. Wise should not write him a formal letter and that h~ was taking note 
of this oral oommunication. 
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we stated to Mr. Wertheim that the Emergency Committee would now consider 
itself free to ta.lee any action deemed advisable to get the support of American 
Jewry for Zionist demands, Mr. WertheiI!l replied that the Emergenoy Committee was1 

in his opinion, absolutely free to talce such action. 

Mr. Wertheim then expressed his conviction that the unilatoral statement of 
the lmerican Jewish Committee ~uld be satief~ctory to the Eniergency Committee, and 
urged very strongly thnt the Emergen~ Committee issue a stntement of its own con
taining o. definition of "nationalise. Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldmann stated that they 
had no authority .to ~it the ~ergenc, Commit.tee 1n this respect.· 

They then asked whether the AJC had given consideration to a possible resump
tion of negotiations after the issuPnce of their unilateral statement. To this 
Mr. Wertheim replied thnt the matter had neither been discussed nor decided upon 
nnd would depend upon the reaction of the Zionists to their statement and on the 
attitude of the incoming President or the American Jewish Committee. 

ASIA LEAGUE 
Dr. Wise urged that any Zionist participati,;n in the Asia League be given too 

most careful consideration. It was decided to discuss the matter with Dr. Weizmann. 

CHRISTilN COUNCIL FOR P ALES'tIJil 

Mr. Neumann said that in the light of the establishment of o sp:110ifically 
anti-Zionist body, the work of the Christian Council aesumed s~cial importnnoe; j 
It would be necessary to allocate an amount up to $5,000 for the work of the Counci~ 
Dr. Atkinson was enthusiastic and ready to go ahead without delay. It was agreed 
that the matter should be refereed to Rabbis Steinberg and Bernstein, and Mr. 
Neumann and Mr. Shulman, and that the question of an appropriation be brought back 
to the Committee cl.t an early dai>e, \ \ ~ \J 

)-,- "-\ \, 

BOOK BY PROFESSOR FRl:,DRICH \,; 

Mr. Neumann reported a further conversation with Professor Friedrich of 
Harvard who had confirmed that it was not certain that he would be able to undertale 
the work in any event before another six weeks. ~s regards the suggesti,)n that he 

shoulrl make avoilable to us en extended outline of the proposed work, Prof. Friedr:ktJ 
said thAt he did not krl0w if he could even devote himself to tpis at the moment, 
The question of finonoing the work had been raised and Mr. Neumann had informed him 
that the Cocmittee was inclined to have such a study made and that the matter had 

to be considered in relation to the rest of the budget. Prof". Friedrich had sug
gested that the Committee should come to a definite decision. It was agreed that 
the matter be considered within the framework of the Committee foll<Jllng a report 
of the sub-conunittee on organization. 

Nm and COMMITTEE FPR JEWISH ARMY 

It was reported that the New Zionist Organization was sending out invitations 
to non~ews in connection with the establishment of a new Oommittee bearing some 
such title as "The American Committee for Settlement of Jewish Refugees." It was 
suggested thnt the mnergenoy Committee should give oonside~ation to the suggestio~. 
for a union of all Zionist forces. 

Mr. Wertheim pointed out that the policy of the World Zionist Organization 
had been expressed in a declaration indicating raddiness to receive the Revisiom.:· ,: : 
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baok into the 0rgnnization if they in turn woul~ uoept at the snme time the re
sponsibilities ~r membership. Possibly the Revisionistsmoight be included within 
the frnmework of the all..J'ewish Conference to be called, but it wne very doubtful 
whether it was apnropriate for one 0f the member organizations of the World 
Zi0nist Organization to tnke up in a general way the questi·-Jn of an agreement with 
the Revisionists. luch an a~reement aaould be negotinten by the governing authori
ties of theO-rganization. It wns agreed th~t the matter be placed on the agenda 
for fuller discussion by the Emergency Committee. 

Judge llevinthal rerorted on discussions which had been going on between 
representatives of the Z/Aand the Army Committee, pointing out that the ZOA had 
given notice to the Emergency Committee so~e months ago that they will consiner 
themselves free to pursue the matter of nn arrangement with the ~rmy Committee if 
the Emergency Committee failed to <lo so. Judge Levinthal ndded that no final deoi~ 
sion would be tP.lcen without submittmp the matter first to the Emergency Cammittee. 
He went on to say that recently the JOA had been given to underst~nd by repreeen
t~tives of the Army Committee that they were anxio¥s to have a oordial relationship 
with the organization. There was unquestionably a great deal of confusion among 
the rank and file and the statements sent out by the Emergency Committee and the 
different organizations had failed to olat-ify the situation. There was a good deal 
of support amongst Zionists for the work of the Army CotlIIlittee. The ZOA had ap
pointed a sub-ooIIlLlittee ~o work out a formula which was guided by the desire 
1) to solve existing confusion, 2) to establish a friendly relationship and 
terminate the continual sniping by members of one body agAinst the other, and 
3) to obtain the assurance the.t all political negotiati0ns would be the preroga
tive of and conducted by the official Zionist bodies and not by the Army Committee. 

NEXT MESING 

It wo.s agreed that the next meeting of the Committee should take pleee 
on December 22. 



,. 

!rra Mr. Arthur Lourie 

From& Mr. lmanuel Neumann 

December 17. 1942 

SOME ~UESTIONS WEICH SUGGBST ~~S~VF~ FOR CONSIDERATIOa 
IN 0Oll!ltECTI0N ,;TI~•H Ju~ :EL.Al>O!tkT!OU OF TF.E :BILT110P.E RESOLUTIONS 

...... - - - ... 

1. What ~o m~~~t by Comnonwealth? Is it synonymous with State? What degree 
of sovereignty a.nd 1.nd,,pendenoe is cont,emplat.ed? 

2. How do we en.visage the defen3e of the Commonwealth against external 
aggression? 

~ ~ . 
3. \7hat st.cdl be the na.t\ll'e of the government of Pe.lestine 'ln ·the tttansitonal 

period - Mandatory? B1:i tish or otherwise? Administration by an int er-
national commisRion? Shall this transition period be of fixed or 1a
defin1te duration? 

4. Jewish control of immigration: Ho~ 1s the control to be exercised and 
by whbm (Jewish Agency or Yishu.v or any other body)? Is Je~ish control 
to be subject to any governing principle, sucl1 as absorptive capacity or 
n:ny other limiting factors? w review or appeal? rrould we agree to an 
immigration boa.rd of mixed composition; i.e.• with a Jewish majority but 
with representatives also of ihe government and of the .Arnbs? 

5. Jewish control $f colonization p.nd finonoe: How ov.n these functions be 
exercised by the Jews without in effeot taking over the government of 
Palestine? ,.'.vnong the questions involved: agrarian reform, rights of 
'eminent demo.in, tux reform, regulation of tafiff. 

6. Do r.e contempl~te the transfer en masse of n lr,rge number of Jews (s~, 
509 1 900) to Peleet·ine imnedintely r-.fter the r.-nr as pnrt and ;pn.roel of 
the postwar settlement? If so, wbnt are the problems involved in suoh 
an undertaking? Ho~ do we envisn.ge their solution? 

7. Bow do we envisage the fina..~cing of the immigrntion and colonization 1~ 
the postwo.r period? Internnliiona.l loan? If so, by whom and to r1hom 
extencled? An internal Jerrish national loon? If so, 1n what manner Md 
under whnt conditi~ns? Private onpitol? Shall the Palestine government 
be expected to nasume a pnrt of the financial burden? 

8, Internal security t Shnll we depend upon foroes mo.intnined by the 
MBndntory or international police? Shall there be set -up a Jeri ab. .poli.oe 



' ... 

' 
• 

- 2 -

foroe or a mil1t1n? If so 1 how constituted and responsible to whomT 

9. Shall we S83' o.nything regarding the Holy plnoes and if so precisely 
what? 

10. mui.t st~tus are the Arabs to have? (a) in the transition period; 
(b) under the Ooll1Ilonwealth? mint rights are they to have -- civil and 
religious rithts, culturcl rights, recogniticn as an ethnic grour, some 
form of bi-nntionnlism? 

11. Trans-Jordan. Shall we be silent about it or put forw~rd proposals? 
Shall we ask for the inclusion of Trnns-Jordon in the Jewish Coumonwenlth 

or merely its opening to a limited Jewish immigrntion, or the stntus quc? 

Shn.11 we nslc for insurance thnt Trl).ns-Jordnn \7111 not be annexed to or 
united with Syria? 

12. Boundaries. Do t:e envisnge any chonge in the present bou.'1dary of Pru

estine or of the Jewish Cooncnr.enlth in only a pnrt of Palestine? Ex
tension of the northern boundnry to the Li t~.ni River? The question of 
Ak:nba. 

13. Relation of Pnlestine to neighboring countries: Political federntion? 
Oustoms union? If so, what conditions? If not, the J.)Ossible relation 
of rnlestine ton larber regional grouping? 
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MINUTES OF OFFICE OOMMITTEE 

EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

December 22, 1942. 

A meeting of the orrioe Committee of the Amerio~n Emergenq,r Committee for 

Zionist ~rrairs was held on Tuesday, December 22,1942 o.t 2130 p.m. 

PRESENT I Judge Lavintho.l(presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mr. Gellman, Mrs. Hnlprin, 

Mrs. Pool, Mr. Segal, Mr. Shulman, Mr. Szolc, Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weisgal. 

By- invitati1.)nt Mr. ~ iser, Mr. Sobeloff of Baltimore. 

ORCWiIZATION 
Mr. Szold submi~ted the following report of the sub-committee on organization 

which was accepted. 

REPORT OF ME:m'INOS OF RFl>RO~NIZATION SU~COMMITTEE 
December 15 and 18, 1942 

l. At least three Denartments shall be set up as follows• 

-

a) Public Relations (including various group contacts, such 
as clergyman, Journalists, academic circles,etc.~ 

b) Resources and Planning Department 
(This shall be charged with preparatiun of documents and 
material for other denartments and shall include an 
Economic Sub-Uommittee, Arab...J'ewish Relations Sub-Committee, 
rost-war pla,,;1ing, , • ~ • •• 

o) Fublioity and Publications. 

2. Ench of the above Sub-Committees or Da~rtments shall have a 

volunteer Chairman 1n add1ti0n to a paid~ fioial to direct the work. 
The volunteer Chairmen of the different departments shall be entitled 
to attend meetings of the Office Committee without vote. 

a. In addition to the fore~oing three Sub-Committees or depnrtments 
there shall be astablished a Sub-Committee to work together vith 
Dr. "eizmann and the members of the World Zionist Executive in the 
political field. 

4. Aclerioan Palestine Oommittee1 
The work of the A.l) .c. shall fall within the jurisdiction 

of the l1ublic Relations Department, wt shall be conducted by an 
official to be desi~ated for that purpose 1n Washington. 

Mr. Szold reported further that Mr. Bhulz:lnn had agreed to serve as voluntar :. 

chairmnn of the llublic Relations Department. He pointed out thot public relation~· 
was a most important and urgent nhase or the work of the Oommittee and that, 11' 
necessaey, temporary personnel should be engaged so that the wrk be carried on 

without a break. 
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AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM ... 

• ~ Mr. Keiser and Mr. Sobeloff reported thnt the BaltiI:lore community was eager 
to take some action in respect to the newly formed committee peaded by Rabbi 
Lazaron of that city. They read the attached statement, contnining reoorm:nendations 
for action. 

Considerable discussion followed. Reference was made to the appointment of 
a sub-committee to deal with the Droblem, and it ~as su~gested that one or both of 
two lines of action be fiblloweda (a) a referendUL, and {b), a national conference 
of all the Jewish organizations ready to join with us. It was also sugGested that 
snecial demonstrations be held in Baltimore and fhiladel;hia, which might consti
tute an effective reply to Rabbis Lazaron and WolaeyJ in the meantime plans for 
action on a national scale should be considered. 

Mr. Sobeloff said that the question of a demonstration had been considered 
in Baltimore by a committee under the ohairmanshin of Dr. Herry Friedenwa1d. 
However, they had come to the cnnclusion that such a demonstratioh would serve only 
to publicize Rabbi Lazaron and hie fellow rabbis, which was what they wanted 
above all. It had seemed to them that a more o££eotive reply would be to take a 
positive line by demonstrating the overwhelming support of American Jewry for 
Zionism by means of a petition euoh as they had drawn u~. Moreover, the p17ocess of 
securing such signatures would in itself be a process of Zionist education, which 
would be of ~eat value. 

In the course of further dieaussion it was suggested that the Baltimore 
Zionists go into every home in Baltimore and carry out a small-scale test referen
nlill of their own. Other su~gestions were that there should be meetings in every 
city to be followed un by an all Jewish Conference. 

Ju1~e Levinthal renorted that the matter had been considered at the last 
meeting or the~ Executive and it had been felt that it would be better to get 
the sun~ort of large orgPnizations, rather than try to get individual signatures, 
which would be a very expensive undertaking and might not result in impressive 
figures. 

In answer to a question aa to why the petition as drafted inBaltimore 
contained no reference to the Jewish Uomraonwealth, Mr. 8obeloff said they had be
lieved that the petition as worded would be able to secure the signatures of a 
larger number of people than if the Commonwealth were mentioned. 

In reply to this it was urgedthat a referendum whichecpreesly limited 
itself to the Balfour Declaration might imply political defeat of the Jewish Com
monwealth aim. It was agreed finally that the question of the petition and of the 
Conference be given further full consideration by the sub-committee. 

Tho Chairman thanked Mr. Pi.ser and Mr. Sobeloff for coming and for thei~· 
valuable and able nresentation and. assur0d them that they would be kept informed 
as to further nlane in connection with the Council. 

DR. MAGNES 

Dr. Wise ·reported that the Board of Governors of the Hebrew University 
had under consideration adoption of a vote of censure on Dr. Magnes, which might 
lead to his resignation. After some discussion it was the consensus of opinic r, 
that in the event of the withdrawal of !Jr. Magnes from the University, the Zdon:L- . . 
would undertake to do whatever they could to make up for any financial loss whic-~-. 7 
mi~ht result from such withdrawal. - --------.J / 
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POLIT~ COMMITTEE 

Dr. Goldmann reported on behalf of the sub-cummittee which had discussed wit'h 
Dr. Weizmann the eotting up of a nolitical coomittec. 

It hat been unru1imously agreed that the Office Committee should continue to 
function as the main nolicy raekinr- bocty on nolitical questions. On the other hand 
it was essential to have a small workinr comoittaa, prepared to meet frequehtly 
and at short notice and to concern itself with the day to nay political work. It 
was nroposcn that the chairman Qf the Office Com~ittee anpoint a sub-committee of 
three, to be responsible to the Office Col!lmittee, an0. to meet with the members of 
the World Zionist Executive, 

A lengthy niscussion followed. Mr. Wertheim and Mr, Gellman said that all 
~arties must be represented on such a sub-committee. Mr. Segal supported this 
position ann said that Dr. Weizmann was entitled to select whom he wished to work 
rlth, but if it were a sub-comt1ittee of the Office Committee and responsible to it, 
then it hact to be based on party representation. Mrs. Pool also urged that all 
rrouns be represente~q Dr. Ooldnann nointed out that neither in London nor in 
Jerusalem was the working political cor:unittee based on party renresentation, but, 
rather 0n the ability of nereons to no the work. 

Mrs. Halprin, on behalf of the sue-committee, said that it hod not been con
templated that this r,olitical coomittee be a·~1policy makinh body but that it fune
tion as c working coinIIlittee 0nly, 

Mr. Szold moved to accept the recommendation of the sub-committee. The 
moti•)n was c1.efeated. 

The su~ooaittee was asked tG hake the matter up a.pain with Dr. Waizoann 
benring .in mind the request of tha parties. 

JEWISH CONGRESS ACTION RE EURO;EbN SITUhTION 

Mr, ShulDan reported'• .. that he, Dr. Ool01nann, Dr. Wise and Mr. James Wise 
harl pone to Washington in connection with the mass massacres of Jews in Nazi
Eiurone. Ti1ey ha.cl seen Mr. Davis, who had delegated Mr, Roston of his office to 
coo0erate with the Congress vommittee. The Secretary of State and the Vice
President had also offored their ooo~eration. Dorothy Thomnson han initiated a 
committee of German .hmericana who would appeail. to the German peonle. Dr. Goldstein 
ha0 accented the chairmanship of the c0mrnittee to secure the cooperati0n of the 
churches, The medical association and the Bar ~ssociation had offered cooperation. 
It was nlannerl. t ·1 h0lc1 a mass meeting in Madison Square Gardon on January seventh, 
the ~rogram of which would be worked out by the Committee. • 

Dr. OoldmaM reriorted that the Conr·rass hart asked Rabbi Perlzweig to go 
to Washini:rton to discuss ~~th the embassies of neutral countries the nossibility 
of havens for rei'ugaes who mey be saven. He would also try to arrange that ther~ 
be Jewish representati0n on the Commission of Inquiry. The Co~ress has also 
arrangen with the Free Worln to cerry on 0ublicity in Latin America. It was 
tho~ht thnt this mirht be effective in Germany. 

Mrs. Fool urged that the question of a joint committee of the Emergency 
C0mmitteo and the Con~reas be reconsidered. She believed that the cables from 
Miss Szold and the Agency nlaced a responsibility on the Zi:)nists to act as suc:·J 
in this mattGr. She further urr, 0 thet the ~lane for rescuing children be put 
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in the hands of At:ierioan Jewish women ts organizati,-,nsl In view of the position 
alrea~y taken up by the Oonr,r~ss in regard to a joint coraoittee, no action was 
taken on that proposal. 

Mr. Se~tl that the Zionists shoul<l now urge upon Great Britain the 
abrogation of the White Paper. It was decided to discuss this matter further at 
the nerl meeting. 

Two cables from l'alestine were reported• a) to the effect that Barlas 
was ~roceeding to Turkey and su~gestin~ that the illmergency Committee send a 
rep~esentative to Lisbon, and b) Expressing the readiness of the Yishuv to ado.-t 
50,000 children. 

MR. SHERTOK 1S VISIT TO AMERICA 

Dr. Goldmann renortad that the State Uepartment had guaranteed priorities 
for Mr. Shertok from Loneon to New York and from New York to Jerusale~. 
Mr. Shertok had been so advised and had been urged to come here for a fortnir-ht 
to consult with us, but no answer had as yet been receiver:i. . 

CORR,ECTION OF MINJITES 

Minutes of December 11 #93, under headinb "DELEG.r~TION TO tl\LESTINE"-

for ''Mrs, Pool pro~osed that a delegation of three would be advisable~ 
and that one shJuld be a r.iember of Hadassah," 

read- "Mrs. Halprin nro~)osed •...•. 
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HINUTES OF OFFICE CClll.UTl'EE HEETIUG 

~ 11ERIC.:~ mERGENCY COllMITTEE FOR ZIO}rIST .d.FF.d..IRS 

Docenbor 25,1943 • 

. i SJ?8oia.l nooting of tho Office Comni tteo of tho El'lergency CotU!li ttae 
for Zionist Mfa.irs uas hold on Friney, Docenbor 25, ~t 10 ...... M. nt tho 
St• Ro~ia Hotel. 

PID1BENT: Mr. Szold (prosidinf;), Mr. Bublick, Mr. Gollnnn, Mr. Grcenborr,, 
Mrs. Hnl:;:-,rin, Mrs• Jt\Co1Js, Mrs. P0ol, Ur. Shulonn, i;ir. Sognl, Dr. ,,1so c. 

Dr. Goldo.,nn, Mr. Louria• Mr. Ncrw:1ann, Mr. ,lois{~nl. 

Dr. ,1oizo:mn -:7as prosont f0r a short tirlo <luring the riftomoon. 

{It wa.s agreed th~t tho discuesi0n ~ouln be 1nf0rmnl nnn thnt no ono was 
in any c0nni tted to any· point of vi(;Tv OJti)rossetle Tho nee ting hacl boon 
_s:alle•l t') clru-ify fun~tanent~ quostiQns of l?Ol1cy rmu. <:>bjecti voe nnd WR.a 

to bo considore~ in the nature of n tent~tivo discussion~ 

Mr. Nour.i.,nn ro:forr~l to tho 11ossibility that ~iscuseions ~ith regn.rd to tho 
futuro of tho ..lrn.b states r.ti i;ht bo trudng nlnco i,r n.b0ut to ta.ko :9laco m. th 
official c1rclos Md that ,-my future pln.11s for states close to P~estine wore 
nocessarily nf concorn to use In this connection, Hr. Nounnnn referred to tho 
p~er '7hich Dr. Niebuhr hacl read at the moetillf' of tho Christi:ln clerr.y on 
Zionist problene. Dr. iaobuhr hllll proposer.. that in its clenlings \11th the 
.;..rnbs, tho Stnto Dop3rtnent nakc the Mcoptn.nco of n spoci~ position for 
Palestine a quid pr0 quo for tho indo~?ondonco of va.ri0uo ~ab et,'\tos. 

It was tho consensus of opinion thnt the Stnto Do,nrtnent be infornod (n) that 
the Zionist movonant ~s interested in n.ll ne(1'1')ti~ti0ns ~'ln. plane for tho 
future of • .rab states noar Palestine :md (b) P~lestine nu.st be considered as 
a.part from the tot:llity of 4?'ab countries. This, it ~n.s beliovod, is a n~tter 
of logic and justico and the United States govarnnont oust be prevnilod upon 
to m:lko clear to the 4?"abs tha.t Pa.lestino is not })l',rt of the conplex of Arnb 
countries to bo r-:-1 von indo ~:,endenoo after tho rtl\?"• 

Drf Goldnann reported thl\t Mr• \lolles had deeir;nnted Mr. U allooe Murr~ to 
•liscu.ss prelinino.ry plans for the future of Palestine l1i th Dr. ·.re1znnnn. 

Mrs. Pool asked to havo roe')rdod hor consternation thP..t Dr. ·.;e1 mnnn n.n<1. 
Dr. Golc!r:m.nn had soen Mr. \7ollos on this n'l.tter without be1ne acc 1)r.rpnniod 
by~ Jl:lorionn. 
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'I'ERMINOLOG Y 

The Tems ''Comrnonwer.u th" n.nd "StA.to '' woro discussed. It iwas ttM.e clear ( a) 
that Commonv.eolth and State are for our purposes synonynous tares, but that 
the connotation of "Cor.inon~ealthn was more denocrntic and nnro in consonrmco 
with current political !ominology-; 11st<1.tett had acquired unplaaea.nt connotn.tions, 
For all prn.ctical intonts and nur1>oses tho ceo.nint~ u~s 1donticP.l as it nffected 
sovereignty, fom of ~overnmont, etc. (b) The do~and for a Jeuish Commonw,aJ.th 

. implied tho enjoyment of as much or as little sovoroignty as would bo accordod 
to 8llY other state in tho post-um- uorld, within a dernoor~tic structure. 
(e) In all official docUt1cnts and statecen~s tho tem "Commonwealth" is to 
be used, though in speeches Md. unofficinl uttorooces, the toms "state" and 
"coornonwoal th" ?nl\Y be usod interchangeably. 

Mr. Greenber~ opened the discussion on the organization of B ro~ine for tho 
govornnent of ?alestine between the time when the .'U"l:listice shn.11 bnvo boon 
signed and the time whon there will be a Jewish o~Jority, or a Jewish Connon
weAJ.th. He said thnt in his opinion Jewish control of inmigr~tion ~eecs to 
have as a necessaey corollary the establislmont of a Jewish provisional 
government in ~alestino, which shall be in control of ln.ndi-resorvos, la~or 
legislation• fiscal powers, etc. Ho questioned whothor it TTBS possible to 
make such demands without askinB in effoct, for a Je~ish provisional govornment. 

Dr. Goldmann said thnt (l) whatover suggostions are uado to the Btate Dopartmont 
should be made known to the :Sri tish at the s3r.1e tir.lc.i. It urJU.ld be highly unwise 
to give the British the irlpresaion (a) that we are negotiating without informing 
them and (b) thllt tre wouln not \7ant them in PBlostine, (2) Ideru.ly, he wau.ld 
choose an international trusteeship for PN.estine entrusted to the Administration 
of a neutral country, not tied-up with the .A.re.b \1orld and not motivated by power 
polities. The Jows an<l J.ra.bs should be entrusted with the locnl a.dministrl\tion 
of the country, with an understanding that the Jews should be responsible for 
the administration of ir.mligrA.tion. (3) ~e neutral po,;ier entrusted with tho 
administration must be given the clear directive that its chief task is the 
development of the country in order to facilitate rapid, large-sonle Jowish 
immigration. The neutral power should not be nBtied at this tine as nothing 
should be done to antagonize Great Britain. 

Mr. Shu.lr.lnn took the position that no Jewish provisional governcent was neooee
S3TY• Two problems were involved1 (B) the government of Palestine ns a whole 
and (b) the maxim:um dovelopment of Palestine for Jewish 1nr.iigration. ~ far 
as (a) is concerned, there was likely to be sor.ie fom of international .trustee-,. 
ship. In respect to (b) there should be a Jewish authority which should hnvo 
full power to purchase lMd, to rosuJ.ato ir.Jr:lit~ation, to novolop the co-untry 
to the maximum, to cooperate with J e-.n.sh NationA.l Funds, eto. He aa.w no 
conflict between a general governmontnl authority and~ Jewish authority for 
the purposes specified.. 

Mr. Weiega.l reported Dr. Woiztiannls views on tho organization of Palestine 
during the transition period, as followa1 Dre Woizoann took tho pae1t1on 
(in discussing the n~tter with friends in t1aehington) thA.t tho quostion of 
the control of Jewish 1L'Jtligra.t1on wa.s quite independent of the provisional 

. 
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form of governnent 'rlhich eight be set up, nnd of tho ultinnto establishment of 
a Jewish Col:lr.lonweal th. TI'e have t'7o probleos: ( l) the neecl of the Jemsh people 
for ?a.lestine and (2) to got a oajority in the country. 

The rnattor of immigration must bo solvod so l\S to handle both probleris as 
quickly a.s possible. There will be sevoral oillion JeTTs who will hnvo to bo 
fed• cloth4d and rehabili tR.ted nfter the WP:r by the Uni tod lb.tions. :Sy securing 
the ngreernent of tho Unitod Nations to tR.ko th0so people out of occupied countries 
immediately after the ~AX :,nd sanding the~ to ?~lestine 9 we w0uld then bo doing 
something c0nstructive. Theso refugees Nill grtt,dually bo absorbed into the 
econonic life of the country ru1d will havo some hope for the future. ~alestino 
is ready to absorb them an.cl Jewish needs demnnd thnt the rm.tter be entrusted to 
Jews. If such a program is adoptod, within three to five years, the entire 
intermediate ~roblem will be solved, for there will then be a Jewish mnjority 
in i,..J.estine. 

In this connection Mrs. Fool recorn~ended th.At an article by Sir Horbert ]merson 
in the curront issue of Foreign .lffnirs. entitle~ "?ost-l1ar ~robler:is of the 
Refugee" might be helpful, as a basis of study. 

Mrs. Halprin made the point that this was not a refugee ~roble~, but involved 
tha~hole economic and political development of tho coimtry, She proposed that 
the matter of finding ~ab noder~tes in the country ~ho night ngroe to a proposal 
such ns that outline<l by Dr. Golr.mn.nn, be explored. 

The chairman said it would be l1ell to eoneiiler wh:it ,;:muld be the first step to 
truce when the guns ceai,e firing and the British are still in Palestine. In 
principle, if not in fom, a Jewish provisionn.1 govornnant might be the only 
possible solution. 

There w~s a one hour intermission for lunch. The mooting wa.s recon~ened at 2 P.Mo 

Mr. Neumann prnposed the followinGt He said he thou£Y1t Dr. Goldmn.nnts suggestions 
admirable, but too optinistic. He did not believe it likely that a. sca.11, noutrBl 
country ~1ould be prepared to undort,'lke the n.dcinistrn.tion of so cocplex A. country 
ns Palestine. Moreover, he pointed out thnt in many &:'.lerican circles, the ideB 
of internati0nal adr.linietrntion, ns uell ~s supervision, was gnining ground. It 
is considered more And more important in many circlos to find WBYB and monns of 
strengthening the intomation~l supervision of national ~cuninistration in 
colonies and mandated territories. But in Great Britain the idea. has not been 
put f orwnrd of giving up any territory to an internatio~'ll setup, in An:f 
authoritative qu;:i.rter. In any plan for tho future of 1la.lostine, we must reckon 
with British, or partly British, control. -~ for dtirectives, Mr. No,mann 
rocalled, thnt the iiroctives in the Mandato for ~'ru.estino wore 81l)licit Md 
clear and that o:ny governr.iont, outside of tho Jo~s themselves. entrusted ~ith 
the cnrrying out of directives lending to a no.:dmuc Jowish 1I:mligrt\tion, would 
be confronted uith the sr:une difficulties ns besot Gre~t Britain. 

The only thin,~ to do ie to say that this is a unique situt\tion n.nd requires 
unique solution. There should be t\7o authoritios in the countr-.r, both d.oriving 
authority from a higher powers (a) an authority to deal with the generBl 
administration an~ normt\l proceseas of governnont, a.nd (b) a development ~uthor
ity invested with cert~in powers in specified fields of noti9n. There is a 
precedent for this in th~ TVJ.., for oxnmplo, which functions independently of 
the states 1n ~hich it operates. This devoloptient nuthority should not devise 
1 ts n.uthori ty from the government of ?nlestine, but i ta function should be to 
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CA.rry on ~ork related to the development of the country. Jurisdictional conflicts 
between it and the locn.1 government could be resolved by another body, but if tho 
local government has tho proper diroctives such conflicts should not be shtU"p• 
The Je"Hish Devolopment ~uthority r:iit;ht be given ,1.etun.l goveimmental po~ers 
within specified fiolds as a eoropronise b!tweon a Jo~ish provisionru govornnent 
and a non..Jewish government. P\lrthercore, tho whole ide~ might be tiod up nith 
rogional (lovelopdent 1n the eountrios of tho NoR.r nnd Middle En.st. 

Mr. Greenberg said that if we proceed on the ass'\lm7.)tion that the British Jlmp1re 
will remain in ta.et A.f ter the '7¥', Dr. GoldI!ln.nn Is propo snl, nl though highly 
desirable, is too OJ'.)tir.iistic. He said ha would not want to undort.'\ke tho job 
of persuading Great Britain to ½ive up PA.l.estine or to persuade a small neutrA.l 
country to take on the job of policing ?:llostina n.nd semi-policing tho noiGhboring 
c0untries. Ho referrod to the Bourn8tlouth Mn.nifesto 0f the British Labor Party 
~s evidence that some circles, at least, in Great Britnin r,ere thinldng in terms 
of giving indepondence to colonies A.ftor the war under the supervision of nn . 
international body. In tryin6 to work out a transition government for Paleatine, 
Mr. Greenberg proposed a tri-partite a.rra.ngemont to include (a) the present 
population in ?alestine; (b) th-e Jewish people to be represented by a Jeuish 
.Agency: (c) an internntional body to include Groat Britain. Ho proposod securing 
the advice of e:xp<;}rts who might be helpful in r1orking out such a. systen. 

He did not ~"Teo with Mr·• Neumn.nn that tho TVA wns a. 1)recedent, inasmuch n.s 
there is no prac•dant for what 1118 are trying to n.ccomplish in Falestine. 

In this connection Mrs·• rool ea.id that courses were being given in VA.Tious 
Universities on military n.nd social ad.Dinistration of occupied territories. 
Those courses night be valuable for trniriine personnel and it eight be well 
to investigate them. 

In response to Dr. Golamannts question as to ~hether Mr. Neuna.nn visul\l.ised tho 
prOJ:)osed developnent authority as regulating imigration, Mr. Ne'UClann replied 
that ir.u:iigration regulation would have to be combined wi~h the functioning of 
the dovelopcent authority- if \78 -;:-anted to achieve our goal. 

Mr. Neucann said he did not seo nho w0uld be responsible for cilitl\i'y nr poli•o 
power under a. tri-partite ,uorang~ent such as had been proposed by Mr. Greenberg. 

Mr. Greenberg replied that the defense of tho borders would be under inter
national supervision until such time a.a the Jewish Coononwoalth vtero established; 
local policing ~ould be undar the control of the OoDI:1ission representing the 
three authorities which he had mentioned,,. 

Mr.Neumann said that was the vitAJ. question and he wondered. where the force 
'V7hich might be relied on would be found in s'UCh an arrangement. 

Mrs. Halprin aaid aho thought a acheme such as Dre Goldmmm had. propoaed WM 
quite Utopian and that ue had to reckon with Groat Britain supplying the police 
power possibly with soce additional control on the pA.r\ of the United Nations. 
In her opinion the aitUBtion resolved itself into finding aa.fef,;Un.rds in respect 
of 1.mediate control by Great Britain in the fom of aomo higher international 
authorit1. 
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Mrs. Jacobs said that in any case snall nations would require rehabilitation 
after the war. She foresaw that sone international police powor would be 
created during the 1ransition period. She believed that there would bo no 
possibility of Great Britain?s having authority except with the sanction of 
the combined United Nations. She did not bolieve that Mr. Greenberg's conception 
o:f' ··th.9 relation of Great Britain to l?alestine after the \7as realistic. The 

~British mpire would ·r<i'main an Empire, perhaps not a.s large as it is at present, 
but, nevertheless an ]bpire, n.nd tho Unitod States would support Great Britain 
in maintaining this statusc She reconmended that we find out what trends various 
post-war planning boards were taking, rather than waste tine and energy in plan
ning what may be completely unrealistic. \1e r.:rust try to ride along "on the crest 
of the wave" of the postwar world. 

Dr. Goldmann said he did not think that the possibility of a neutral country 
taking the responsibility for Palestine was so unrealistic as oany believed. 
Should we succeed in getting the support of the United Nations for a Jewish 
Commonwealth and with it nirectives leading to a Jewish majority, then it may 
be that Great Britain, uith all her cotlillitnents in the .\.rab uorld, may prefer 
not to be the authority to carry out these directives. However, at the moment 
he did not believe we should concern ourselves uith who the authority would be, 
but it was important that the local population of Palestine be part of the 
administration during the transition period, both because this is democratic 
and educational. In teachin~ the local population to ass"lltle certain responsi~ 
bilities, it will be easier to achieve a change in the aclrninistration. 

~t this point Dr. ~eizr.iann arrived• Dr. Goldr.la.nn sut1rnarized the previous 
discussion for Dr. '7eiznann. 

Dr, Weizmann made the following reoarks, stating that they were informal and in 
no way binding or final. 

He believed we should be ~aking a great mistAke in aseuoing that Great Britain 
will not have a very important voice in the solution of the problem and he thought. 
a great deal of the decision will be taken there. Great Britain is now passing 
through a curious stage - a period of rejuvenation. The people feel that they 
have made many mist:\lces, for which they are now atoning, but believe that they 
can do the job as well as anyone else, if not better. 

He said that there was on the other hand, in the United States, temporarily at 
any rate, a swing to the right and an atnosphere had been created in ~hich it 
was difficult for us to work. In talcing these two tendencies into consideration 
it was easier to work in ~la Moreover, gith all its shortcomings and diffi~ 
culties, we are accustoned to working with England. There are unlmovm dangers 
in entrusting our fortunes to a new and unknomi country froo the point of view 
of middle-eastern politics. He said he would not like to see dual control in 
ralestine, for that would mean we might fall between two extremes. 

He himself favored a plan of bringing over a large nUI:1ber of people 1111:lediately 
after the guns have ceased firing. He said such a plan was d•ff~eible, necessary 
and would to a great extent solve the whole problec. Suppose you bring over a 
quarter of a million or 300,000 Jews, you would then have effectively (even if 
not nUC1i~ically) a majority in ~alestine. If these people who, in any case, 
will have to be fed and clothed, aN fed and clothed in ?Aleatine, the country 
will be rebuilt in the process and we have already proved that we can do 1 t. 
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If' \his plan is combined with the deTelopcent of the ~ountey. we are oore or 
less in an una.eeailable position. If the Arabs refuse~ it will put th8!!1 in 
a 11dog in the manger" position which ";?ill not be tolerated in the post...war 
world. Such a :plan will, r.ioreover, win the interest and synpathy of the liberal 
world and is the key to the solution of ou:- problen. Ve c,m prove that we can 
bring in 3001000 or a quarter of a ni~lior- ae a le,% instnlnent on future Jewish 
immigration, 

~rabs, he believed 1 sh0uld be associated in the developnont s~hene, to a ~eat 
extent. This idea had been accoptod in the Huleh with suc~ess. He had not yet 
considered the problem of financing the projec·~t He believod his plan vroulci. 
ley the foundation for the rest and that Dr. Rllppin1e Instituto in ?nlectiae 
should be asked ago.in to prepare the plan~ for such a project. 

Mter having heard nore a.bout Mr. Neunannt s proposals, Dr. qeizna.nn likened the 
Developt1ent a.uthority of which he had spoken, to a. Chartered Conpany and thouglrh 
-1 t eight be worked out. 

Be ea.id he thought Great Britain \lould concentrate 1 ts colouial effox·ts af-l;er 
the war in developing ..U-rioa because its possessions in the Far East would go1 
India would probably be given donini~n status. But oost of Africa probabl1 
would be British. Palestine eight fit a■ a nodal point in this development 
picture. Moreover Palestine was a sort of social laboratol7" and many British 
statesmen -view 1 t that •83• -~ ~Jtt tthe .TVA pl.au shocld be pressed forward 
ae sp~-lw-J>O-G•~le. • 

In response to a question about the lfhite ~aper,' Dr. Weilr!lMn said that the 
matter might be pressed after the fall of Tunia and Bizorto. 

The chainna.n proposed that consideration be given to spending mone1 for 
research work connected with the iI:Jcediate trane~er of a large nuober of 
Jews to ~aleatine• 

Mr. Neuna:m ea14 he bad looked over an outline of work prepared by Dr. Ruppinfs 
inetitute• but it was not the kind of thing that. Dr. Ueizoann or Mr. Ben...Ourion 
had hlld in mind and was not ad~quate for the problem. 

Uter a brief aucunBry of the oeeting, the chaircan said that further consider~ 
tion had to be given to the question of the fom of governoent we wanted and 
the kind of 1nternat1cmal trusteeship, which Dr. Ueizonnn had omitted from hie 
d11cuesion. 

The meeting adj~ed at 4:30 ?.M, The next ceeting m,.s set for Monday, 
Deca:iber as, at BtOO P.M. 
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Com' IllENT I.£.L 

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE MEETING-

.AMERlC..N EMERGENCY COMMITTD FOR ZIONIS~ AFFAIRS 

December 2Br 1942~ 

(special) 

.A meeting of the Office Cot1mit-t~e of the Etlergency Conni '~tee for Zionj.st 
Affairs was held on Mondey evening, December 28~~ 41 mast 42nd ~t r Aot~ 

?RF..SENT: Mr. Szold (presiding) Mr. Bublick, Mro Gellnant Mt,-i G:~0enb e :~gp 

Mrc,. _ ,Yal.prin. Mrs-._ Ja.ooba,. .. Mre• i?ool, . Mr. Segal, M~c Shw.nan, Dr e'\ "J1~Je 
.~., ~· 

Dr. Goldmann~ Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann. 

FOST \1.AR ?LA.NSt 

Mr. Neuriann said that in his opinion our plans should be so fornu:J.ate~ t!-.r>~t th:3y 
form an integrated progrMl, which cnn be used in discussion :!.n i?nsrdng-t- 0..:.1.:· ~ondon 
or elsewhere. 

Dr. Goldmann said that he stnuld be completely frnnk in disc-uc-tsions ,d ~h 4: he 
British. tie should nake clear that whatever power becomes the trustee for 
Palestine, must carry out the directi)1;'8 of gett ing a Jewish cajority in the 
country as soon as possible • .\.fter 25 yea.rs of experience with thee, he did not b€ 
lieve the British would be able to do it. 

Mr. Neumann stated it was necessary to take into account tho reaction of Great 
Britain. In his opinion, Great Britain eight find acceptable an arrangenent 
whereby an indepenlent Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine would guarantee certain 
rights to Great Britain, such as existed in Rritainfs arraneenent with Iraq. 
13rita1n will surely resist an arrangettent such as was conter.vlatedr, but it riight 
smooth the way if we offered a permanent connection of sooe kind. If the United 
States could be brought into the picture, so nuoh the1 better; ue g(j the Jewish 
Development .Authority night have an official .American advisor, so that the u.ScA• 
has a part to play in the development of the _colllltryo 

Referring to the article by Field-Marshall Smuts appearing in the cu::-rent issue 
of "Lifed magazine, Mr. Nouoa.nn said it confirmed his report that England is 
not thinking in terms of divided responsibility in colonial adoinistration. 
General Smuts speaks of international supervision of colonies but this of course 
does not nean administration by an international commission. In a.ny case, 
Mr. Nemann thought ~e would have to reckon with Great Britain, and, in this 
connection, ho recalled that Dr. Weizmann said he would prefer Gro?lt Britain, 
since he lmow it, to any other power. 

Dr. Goldmann believed wa should be 1tnlore than reluctant" to tie ourselves 
permanently to the British Empire. Ho did not thiric it the historic task of 
Jews returning to ?Bleetine to be exponents of British irnperialisn in tho Near 
East. If we were forced into making a choico between a tie-up with Great Britain 
or with Near East States, he would prefer to seo us linked with the Near East 
States, for nany reasons& 
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(a) For rnany generations to corne the large majority of the Jaus ~111 remain 
outside of Palestine. The core ?alestine is tied up uith pouer politics and 
imperial interests, the core the Je~s of the ~orld '1111 bo involved in difficult 
situations. If; of course~ the entire Near East is put under a con-doninium 
status administered by the United States, Great Britain and Russia, for example, 
then ?alostine will fall into th.~t category~ 

(b) It would be preferable for !Jalettin.e to r-.ssume the leadership in a regenerated 
Noar East than to be the representative thore of Br!tish Iriporialisn. 

Mr. Bublick expressed the opinion that if :fa~Hd wj th a cho:tcar ho '1mtld. pref0r 
that Palestine be associated with t!1e ::Jr·i tisl1 E.~pj ro rathor tta.~ u1.i h ~ he Nen.r 
and Middle East. 

Mr. Greenberg took the position that from the point of view of poli ti-~al mr. .~aJ;; r 

we could not commit our people not yet in the country, to one or other pema.nent 
affiliation. That issue must be postponed until the Jewish majority is alrop,dy 
in Palestine and can. make its own decisions. 

It was his opinion that any Near East Federation ~ould be an Arab Federat,ion 
and that culturally, economically and sociA.l.ly, Jewish Palestine had nor1 i~ 

common with the western, than w:l th the oriental, worldo If, however, \vO cc:JM i ·li 

ourselves to that alternative~ the practical conclusion wlll be that for +.10 

interirn period, England nust have the trusteoshipe On the other hand, i:~isre 
are extreme dangera in expressing a prefetence for an affiliation with RI~Y 

potential Near East Federa.t ion, which cay I or t1ill, neM an Arab Fone:r.at ·;_0n t 
it will be ~c,ssible to maintain our standard of living, ou-r cult·-11·0 in 1;3ur,h 

a setup, 

\te !lave been working on tho aasUDptinn that in the poet-war period ne '7111 have 
only regional federations without local states. That M~ be desirable, but there 

will be sone exceptions even within that systec. For exanple, it is conceivable 
that if Europe were regionally federated, S'7i tzerla'ld, because of 1.ts hi~to:ry And 

tradition, m~ remain an independent state; the sAr.1e mn.y ue true oi T'.lrkoy. ThA 
only path we can pursue is to stress the uniqueness of mrr position both RS a 
people in relation to the geography and history of P~loetir.e rJid the nature 0f 

the task uhich will be undertaken there. If we then take tho position that, in ·~en 
or fifteen years fron now the population of the country nu8G make its own d~cisions 
as to affiliations we can faoa tho world with a clear conscience a.nd a valid 
position. ~e eight even think in terns of parallel treaties, not mutually excluglva.i 

Dr. Goldr.lann said he agreed with Greenbergls conclusions~ He believed the ideal 
status for Palestine would be pemanent neutrnlity, jntornationa:lly guaranteed 
by international protection. \Ve are the neutral people of the Porld and certainly 
our claio to neutrality is A.S valid as that of S\Titzerland~ He thought it ~ight 

be well to present this to the State Departnent as a solution uhich fits the 
unique status of Palestine, geographically in the east, but culturally pa.rt of 
the uostorn world. In this connection, he agA.in suggested that it eight be 
easier to make a transition fron the trusteeship of a neutral country to inter
nationally guaranteed neutrality, thnn fron British trusteeship to such neutrality. 
Ho said he was opposed to.an international cotuJission adninistering Palestine; 
this uould be a cUDbersorne aethod, difficult to deal witho 

The wholo matter, of course, ~ill depend on whether, after the wa.r, thore real)v 
will be set up an efficient world federation with efficient police power. 
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Dr. ~ise made the point that any plans made by us at this state were me~e 
"Kinderspiel" and would be considered naive, unless we kne\7 what the British 
were thinking. He urged that before no nake any progrru:1 we try to find out 
l7ha.t is in the r.iinds of tl:e Britisl· ... with regard to Pn.lestine. 

Dr. Goldmann said th~t if wo took that position then we uould have to postpone 
making '8I1Y plans or any progran, for thu B~itish uould cortninly tnke no 
position on Palos tine until n.ftor- ·nw wa,.. vm.s vont 

Mr. Newmann thought there wae vn.luo ir. D~. 11isols ~uggesti~n. We tn1st rer.iember 
that Britain has the dominant posi·~ir:>r.L i :u t'.::1e lieA..;.• EaP 'G Pr ... J. the llkelihrod is 
that the United States will follow 1 ts load on quos t1ons relntlng to JG .n ;-· .. t ~~eg~.on t• 

The idea of a neutral l'alestine originated w1 th HerzJ.. Our unwillingneu:1 1vo 
cocmit ourselves to boing a factor in British Imperialisr.i is correct~ r111 t ?.~e 
other hand, we can envisage that after the transition period is ove: .. a.1ci 30:-r ... 
government has boen grantod1 a special connection between the Jeuish C.)ru:1Jnw 3a.lrn 
and Great Britain shall exist. There is no reason why '1e cru111ot also hn~0 ~ 
relationship with the Near East states. Current poli tioal literature nr.:ntionr: 
"two w~ stA.tes", connected "1th one grou.p for one reason and another for othur 
reasons. tie oust bear in nind, too, thnt any Near East Fed.e1,~tion wi11. i'1.,;·o1-..e 
British power politics on another level. J.t the oor.iont~ the B:i.·i tisl1. c:::-u ~hi:1.kL1E' 
of a. fede:ration to include 81I"in., Palestine, the Le'bnno:it r:irans jord2.n '> ·wt...1.~h i e., 
in effect ., a completely Arab Federation. We would be 'bet-tor off thin1c.::-·g ln 
terms of affiliation with the British Cot1J:1onwealth. Actually, a. reac·h1rn has 
set in against federations in all talk of post.-.war planningc 

If the war were over tomorrow, the best we could hope for would be a return 
to the status quo ante, wit~ a somewhat ir.i.proved version of the League of Nations, 
Our goal a.t the mor.iont with our own government under the present circumstn.nces 
should be to try to get a large imnigration to Palestine with Britain as trustee 
for a certain period of years, and that part of the adtlinistration, such as 
immigration, should bo turned over to us. 

The chairman suggested that the power to carry out the directive propo30d night be 
a Jewish provisional governr.ient. If that is unrealistic then we must ·~hink in 
terns of what Great Britain ~ill allow. 

Mr. Shulman said that we should not be dissuaded from thinking in terms of a 
changing world. We are not going to ask for what is possible• but present a 
progrAf.l of whn.t we want. \fe should tell our governcent that we want Palestine 
as a Jewish Commonwealth, with a neutral status internationally guaranteed and 
ask whether it is possible to fit such an a.r,;ta.ngernent into the post-war worldo 

The meeting adjourned at 10130. 
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MINUTES OF OFFICE OQMMITTEE MEETING 

AMERICAN EMERGENCY c~nm FOB ZIQNIST AFFAIRS 

December 29, 1942. 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergenoy. C.ommittea for 
Zionist Affairs was held on Tuesday, December 29, 1942 at 4100 p.m. 

PRESENT• Dr. Goldstein (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mrs. Halprin, Mrs. Pool, 
Mr. Segal. 

Mr. Lourie, Mr. Weisgal. 

Excuses for absence were received from Mr. Szold, Dr. Goldmann and 
Dr. Wise. 

EMIGR;1.TION OF BULGAR!AN ,raws 

Mr. Lourie reported that according to information received by Bulgarian 
Jews here, the Bulgarian government was prepared to facilitate the emigration of 
Jews in~ge.rie to Palestine and Syria. There was fear that if action was not 
taken to evacuate these Jews in the near future the ahnihilation policy of the 
Nazis might also be introduced by them in Bulgaria. The Jewish Congrees authori
ties were approaching the Free French in regard to Syria. 

It was agreed that a committee of the Emergency Committee be appointed by 
the chairman to see Lord Halifax on the matter with a view to obtaining 
a) certificates, (b) relaxation of the rule that refugees from occupied terri
tory shall not be admitted to Palestine. Dr. Weizmann and Dr. Wise era to be 
consulted as to the wisdom of including a member of the Bulgarian Jewish 
Ooomunity in the delegation. 

iNVOY Il{ NEUTRJ\.L OOUNTRI 

A cable from Bemard Joseph was reported to the effect that Mr. Barlas 
would be sent to Turkey to ascertain what ~ight be done on behalf of Jewish 
refugees through neutral countr~es. Mr. Joseph had proposed that an American 
representative be sent also to Lisbon. 

In this connection Mr. Lourie reported that the Jewish Congress had ob
tained pel"'Inission fron the State Department to send an e□issary to North ~frica 
in connection with the refugee situation there, also the rapeal of the Vichy 
anti-Jewish laws. It was agreed that the Committee keep in touch with the Oongree, 
on the matter, with a view to having the person who represents the Congress also 
represent Zionist interests. 

,CABLE FROM MR, SCHMORAK_ 

Mr. Lourie reported the receipt of a oabl.e. 12'0a Mr. ,SehJbot,ek with•£~ · 
ence to the possibility of the manufacture in Palestine of standardized supplies 
for refugees after the war. 

It was decided to put this matter on the agenda of the next meeting. 
Mrs. Pool recorded her reprct that this matter had been dealt with by a lengthy 
and costly cable, rather than by mail. 
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AMERICAN. COUNCIL F9R JUDAISM 

The Baltimore Zionists had requested guidance for their public relations 
council meeting to be held on December 30. 

Mr. Lourie reported that the sub-committee appointed to deal with the 
matter of the American Council for Judaism had, £t the request of Rabbi Heller, 
not yet met, pendi.~g a meeting between Heller and e number of other Zionist 
Reform Habbis on the one hand and Rabbi Lazaron and some of his sunporters on 
the other, fixed for J'anuary 5. The purpose of the meeting would be to seek a 
way out of the conflict whi~h threatened as a result of the establishment of the 
American Council for Judaism. The fnot that the meeting had been arranged was to 
bw treated as confidenti~l. 

It was decided to inform Mr. Keiser of Baltimore of the position. Sofhr 
as a possible ~rotestrmeeting in Baltimore was concerned, it was agreed that the 
Emergency Committee should not attempt to restrain the holding of such a meeting 
and strong approval of the idea of similar raeetings elsewhere was voiced by some 
of the raembers nresent. 

UNITED NATIONS 

It was reported that an expression of opinion from the Co~mittee had been 
sought on the question of seeking official status for the Jewish people as a 
constituent member of the United Nations. 

It was the opinion of those present that this was a question with many 
implications and merited the consideration of the full Emergency Ooomitteo. 
Dr. Weizmann is to be asked for his views on the natter and n full neeting is to 
be convened to discuss it. 

ALL JEWISH OQNFEBENO.E. 

Mr. Segal proposed that a sub-com~ittee be irar.lediately appointed to bring 
in concrete proposals ruid recommendations for the convening of an a11..Jewish 

Conferen~, as nreviously considered by the Office Committee. His recommendation 
was aCC(;.'1 tod • ... 

Arthur Lourie. 




