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9-17-45 

l -
I h ve. ade a pr limin ry surve of t e rgani?.ution 1 ~ t-up f t1e er~ency 

Committee and its Ex~cutive. I lw.v discussed the ubJect .1th me • ers o t e Co .. ittoes 

and i th th s u f. I 1 i ve ~lso l • d the b , e it of o sc e i s for the r9- ~r uniz tion 

or our work ~hich . re previousl sulmitted but not cted UJon . Ever;one ~s ~reed 

on three thi ngs& 

1) Excessive du l ie tion and del y . 

2) Lac o~ d fin'tion of co e an u.uthority of mh ... rs of the committe s, 

su co. ittees ·nd ~rofe sion l t ff . 

5) A serious un ermannin. 
) 

It is not difficult to cor.i:-ec t 
I ~l ~\ 

1) The ab~ndon_ent of Committee . In a sense it ~overs 

pr cticb.lly the entire oul be doing . Fu t l ermore 

it has et , I underst nd , ecy .nfre1 ... ntl.y. 

2) I ould lso su0 ;est t l e b .donm nt oft e o-called olitic~l Committee. 

Th · t, too, can be inter reted a.a • dupl1ca. tion of t en tir • rk of the Executive 

Committee. 

Instead I suggest t at the .t,x~cutive Co..mitt e function t hro 7 h h n \-)er 

of committees whoJe scope and uthority is shar 1 defined, ~ach f hich will be 

he ded off by m mber of the Ex cutive, e ch of ·c should cont in t 1 as t one 

member of each oft~ rti s to be dr m from t he 1~ er E er~ency Committee, or if 

n cessar y , from the alte nd each of .h ic 'l shall v e ri ht to coopt 

other membe s of t1e t•pe ad tote num . r best suited to serve t e pur~o s of t i t 

p~rticul r co~~ ittee. 

Each coramitt e shall eet t re J'uli.4r t t d intervals nd s 1 11 r , uL .. rly 

reJort t ote Executive Col.:llldttee at it bi- eekly etin~s . 

ch committoe s~ 11 be encour bed to exercize initi· tive •nj uthorit consistent 

ith t l1e over-all authority und direct i on of t he ixiomtx Executive Co,nmittee. 

\ 
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7) Other ccloniz tion projects re ein0 consi er ed b, the Government . 
(Lehman, ell ) 

8) Sug ~ tion t v e sae the ?resident. (Le ........... -, vtettinius) 

sn • 11 co .. J.,i ttea ,ho ould be it ormed b the President concerned t .e 
attitude of our uov rnr.ient , ,hich committ e ould t n in turn be in a position to 
6uide t e act·on of the Zionists of America. elles) 

9) Tl ide of an rab Fede tion is be n considered b; ~ov b ~nt ci cl es 
ho are rather friendly to the ide although it is f· r ... rom c rs llization. (\ .. elles ) 

10) The hite Pa er olic; is not a closed i~sue nor irr vocable . ( lifax) 

The arab Fede.1 • tion i still in t 4 e early ., • gea of isc ,. sion. ··,e 111 
not be c nfront d d th a r it cco ;>11. T e obli:;, tions ass ed • the ... n1 to y 
tow rds the Jewisl N tional He e ou.ld , e consi ed in n~, f t e arran• ement. 
(Hulifax) 



-" a ex. erienced executive d'rector ho not onl hast chnic 1 b111ty , ut h is 

t horoughly ac uainted ith our movement, its aroble nd its needs . I recommend 

t t the • er "ency Co . .mittee elect r. Henry 1 ontor to th·s post. 

Mr. Arthur Lourie, of course, re a1ns in his }resent _iost, s "'ecr tary both 

oft e Emer cy Co itt e and of the Executive . r . ... ntor nd r. Lourie ill rra. ·e 

th 1r resJoctive ields sot· t t re is no ov ~r-laJ in nd dupl·cation. 

You chair an desires t . e ut ority r nted to him to Joint the c rmen of 

t he love n ed co ittees and in consul tion ith it ~ ir en to a poi t e . .. mbers 

of these co ttees. A report of t 1e e c 

n t r tin of t~e xec tive. 

tt e ;~oint ... ents ill be d , t e 

fe ddition· 1 observ.tions : ,e re an EmerJ ncJ Co ittee. In our ork 

time is of t1e essence . It ill t he ef re fre uent ·not be po sible to postpone 

vit 1 deci sions rm one m~ etin t o &.nother, or to a.it t e eci ions of t : e Boc rds 

of the res~ective urti s nd _roups ose re re .tatives 

Co ittee and its Executive . It is sugvested th t se •m•BJdJux r S)onsible 

re resent tives ssume and exercise the uthority nor lly vested in re~res nt tives 

of a democrutically aected le isl tive to the est oft 1r j d ent. T! ey 

ct for th ir constituency. They do not ref r ever· ecision tot ei r constituency 

before t ey vote. Conceivably cert in v,r i o tant i ssu s 111 arise hich 

involve t e 1olitic 1 ideolo~i e of t :1e respective • rties. In t' t c se of course 

he re~re ~nt tives Jlf on the er !ency om.mitt e ill ish to receiv direc tion 
0 

fr m .1 ir or ' niz tions. But certainl , matters of a purely mini trutive 

Cluracter, nd ro rams of a.ctivities .1 ose _>urµose is to c rr out t e politic 1 

pro'- r on hich the rti s •. ve 1 es.cl r ex resse t he el v s, should not b ered 

b the un lin nes or . v be s of this co ittee to ·a t. I sh 11 , ve to be very 

insistent on t.18. Is 11 re0 rd t his s de ocr ticu.11,1 const tuted body in ~ich 

a majority vote 111 be a.de u te sanction for c ion. 



.... 

II 

sf r as th bur et i concerned - I W1 er t t h t e v p to 200, 000 

ti as t im o sibl to s y w· th hich to oper te forte next ___ _ nths. 

hether this ount will be ·deiuate or ot. F th t·me being .tku:ax nd until 

the committees develop an ro res, th 

sit· ation m rise, and uickly ~rise, 

sum would s em to ~e are.u te. But the 
of money 

, ·-n uch 1 rger sume/ . he n ded . 

In t .at Co.Se I hop • • t t . e ill be orthco ing from th funds of e OP , nd 

th t t~e resJonsi 1 le ders f the .eren KuJe eth t ~ K ren ·esod i 1 see 

ot it t t t : ose funds e orthcomi • 

' 
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, N v. 11, 1945 

Since October 11, hen I be=an cont~ctin Y indivi u ls, I h ve h d 
intervie 1s ·ii th t e following 1 

October 11th 
Congre sman Sol Bloom 

Octo11er 12th 
Justice Frankfurter 
Con0 ress an Geller 
Judge Samuel J. Rosenman 

ostober 2itJl 
Governor _Lehman 
Edw rd R. Stettinius, Jr . ... 
Sumner elles 

November 8th 
.1lr. Henry ior ·enthau, Jr. 
Lord Halifax 

From all these convers tions, t e followin, emer es. 

l) Resistance of the G varnm nt r 
and not to any cnange in symyathetio ttit e to 

l" due to m .. r conditions 
us. (Bloom ,-elles) 

The ttitude of th President s n t _c, u.n~ed. ( ~rankfu.rter osenm n 
Steinhardt) 

2) Are not f vor~ble to emonstr tions in fi ti t e •ihite P per -
rather )ersonal cont cts ith the proper officials. (Valles, Bloom). 

Great Britain should not be ttacked. T t ould be 1 y into the 
~ ams of Amer le n isolationists and &.nti-Bri tishers. (ft1 

... n urt .r) 

3) The Presi ent seems to have been impressed b · British official 
policy or Jro- rab elements in the ~t~te Department, or rs. Roos,v lt, about 
lack of 1 rge scale absorptive ca_.>acit~ of fulestine and )oasibillty or Arb-
Je ish strife. (Fr n furter, 'teinh rdt, :or ·enthau, ehman) • 

4) On the ubject r · Con0 ressional resolution, the su ge~tion as 
ade th t e explore amon ur friends int e !ouse und Jen te to le rn • ether 

the pas· ~e rs ch a res lution • uld be issued. (irankfurther) 

5) Gener 1 a~reement t. ts ort ,emorandwn on the ibsorptive c. cit 
of Palestine should be presented t t e f rst O)portunity to the .resi ent 
and Secretary Hull. ( rankfurter) 

6) Considerable concern about th a tivities or the Ber son roup. 
(Ros en:nan) 



J Nov. 11, 1943 

TTERS FROu BE:lS OF T. ...E E. CY CO ,' ,HTT~E u.u IT IN PLY TO A 
, ,.;J .;)KING THEn FOR EX RE..;SI OF OPINI 0~1 TTJ T TUS OF OUR 

POLITICkL fJORK T TTlE T l D ,H,.T IN THEIR JU ~. BE DO TO 
INCR.E 'E TH EF~~CTIV ESS OF OUR • ORK. 

t s. o~e Jacobs 
Louis de ·al 
.iirthur Lourie 
I. . ."enen 
Ra.bbl , ol.r Gold 
,rs. De Sola ool 
Rabbi Isr el H. Levinthal 
Jw.ge Louis£. Levi1 vhal 
Rab • r. ax • irshblwn 

eyer • eis T l 
Henry • ontor 
Abram . 0 ida 

l) r politi~al situation t ~resent not favor ble. 
( bbi Kirshblum, Jc bs) 

Our political st·t h s deteriorut d n 
(Kenan) 

no,, • t ... ts lorn t ebb. 

2) Public opinion h s 1ot been built up in ur v r bee use : e h ve 
ne0 lected eduction and er 1ill in t resort m rel· to ropa0·nda. (Jucobs) 

T ey have been follo ir. up to no ev ryt.hin exc 
( i shbl ) 

r al Zionis 

O~Jortur.ities for influenci public opinion still re in, but far 
from being utilized. (Sezal, bbi Gold) 

5) Con erences should be eld ith the ead.ers of the epubllcan am 
De ocratic P· rties for the purf)ose .>f en i ht nin e on t.1e pros nt situ .tion 
in Europe, on Je ish chl ve ents in alestine, on t e bsorptive ossibilit r or 
~alestine, d on e necessity of l stine becomin~ a Je ish Co, ,on oulth. 

4) Delegation re resentina the eric n Feder· ti n of bor und the C.I.O. 
should be received b · the St~te De rt ,ent to ~resent our resolutions on P lestine. 

5) Conf ences w·th tho le ers or the 
lar er cities t o persua. e them to use t.le • r influ-nce on 
City Councils to adopt re olutions s · milar to those oft 

nd Lat r Councils in the 
t tc L-;islatures und 
AFL D CIO. 

6) Church leaders should be mobilized. Conferences should be ld 11th 
representatives ot the C tholio Church arrl Prat atant Church. !he should be 
asj(ed to i sue s te ents. A Joint dele ution re resentill6 11 c urc:-iea hould 
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be received by t t te Department and b the President. (Gold) 

7) A proper resolution sh uld e introduced 1n t , Io ~nd in the nate c llin 
for t. a endorse nt o the Jewish Coi 1th, nd t rn ric n Pu.lestine o!lJDittee 
should be mobilized t urpose. ~ul) 

8) Our activities should bo concentr~ted, no excl 1vely, of cou.s but 
pri urily on L t vor-r smull roup of . .Jeople, ) ha .. s not mor t an ,r 1 ~, z n, 
including, of course, the .resident, one or to ~ed·ate a vis rs ~nd th heuds 
of t e 3t te :Oepartn nt ·n whos ands vit 1 ec·s1ons r st. (Lourie) 

I should sug!;,est .,ht we stop cent rin0 our ~ttention on t , 
acce sible m 11 fry and ive ur fullest c n ern to cont· cts it those 
l ol the ovrAr to decide ..t-:-u:i t act. (Kirj;,) blum) 

ll ily 
:ho 

9) 
a d on t 1e 
aimed ut. 

e s ,,ek t 

11 out u~it~tion in the pres und m t h l tform by advertise• nts 
radio may not be the most llkel method of achiovin0 the resultn ·,e 
It ma . roduce resentm nt ru.t er tl1an cu,. .. ort in t e v y quarters 
influence. (Lourie) 

Our irst line of attacK must be rough channels of diplo C✓ and 
negotiations bc.o.c'..ed up b the ros· ect of vi rous publid t.. i tion in the v nt 
th tour c se is rejected. It io .. olitic tot out e first ap )r ach efore 
·ie laW1ch a violJnt publlc onslau . .,ht on t e , te t' . r "hich 1111 in vi tably 
lead to ·•ttacks on Gr ~·•.t Britain. (Lourie) 

10) The sooner that .. dro t e ..:1retens e t t we ex_ cct a triump~ nt outcome 
from t . s t ·1 te de. art. ent , .nd t. c oloni 1 of .flee, th et tar. Th ooner th t e 
inau ,urute a oli ical offe sive ~ ns~ ur enemies t. e core li el, e re to 
strengthen our ..)OSition. It is no'N ui • rert t. at ' ve 1·t le to lose .nd 
everythin0 to • in by such an offensive. .'io . houl e bark on a bold and 
forthri ht attack on oar ene es. (\.enen) 

11) h .. : t e ex2ose rab disl y lt tJ th United t • ons. ( enen) 

1) Th t e SJeak dir ctl ~ 
is ·ieuk.ness nd futility. Kenen) 

t h· t ,e o much of the d·rectin. In ir otion 

13) There is much more imp rt · ce in i nin tie int llect al ~roups 3UCh as 
clergymen, te chers, Jrofessors rrl writers. e l ave concentr ted too much ~n 
bettin- .avor_ble opinions from politic l le ders. (RuJbi Levinthal. 

14) ore should be done to enli ten Jeo~le on the nrab Jroblem in rel tion 
to Palestine. (Jucobs, De ela Pool·, bbl Levl 1) t t Zionism 
is unfair to the abs. (Louis Levint al) 

15) The inore sed ~ctivities oft e ericu~C~uncil to hJ 
taken more s rioualy. Their influence amon..; non e s ma e • 



.. 

16) The accusations made by our enemies that our coloni s have nev..1r become 
self-support ing must be et nd nswered by facts nrJ figures. e should publish 
pamphlets on t c future absorptive ca~ucitJ of alestine. (Jude Levinthlil) 

17) Every important J erican r e~resanted in .. ho's Who should receive our 
literature and leaders and individulils should be as ed t ssume res~onsibility 
to distribute liter~ture among ersons own tot em. (Judge Levinthal) 

18) Ev· r y ideologio group in Zionism can and must be utilized for 
polit ical cont£..cts in 'fashington. (Kirshblum) 

• 




