

















Nov. 11, 1943

DIGEST OF LETTERS FROM MEMBERS OF THE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE SENT IN REPLY TO A
LETTER FROM ME ASKING THEM FOR AN EXPRESSION OF OPINION ON THE STATUS OF OUR
POLITICAL WORK AT THE MOMENT AND WH.T IN THEIR JUDGMENT SHOULD BE DONE TO
INCREASE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR WORK,

Answers received from the following:

Mrs., Rose Jacobs

Louis Segal

arthur Lourie

I. X. Kenen

Rabbi Wolf Gold

Mrs. De Sola Pool

Rabbi Isruel H. Levinthal
Judge Louis &, Levinthal
Rabbi Max Kirshblum
Meyer Weisgal

Henry lontor

Abram S, Magida

1) Our political situation at present not favorable.
(Rabbi Kirshblum, Jacobs)

Our political status has deteriorated and is nor at its lowest ebb.
(Kenen)

2) Public opinion has not been built up in our favor because we have
neglected education and were will ing to resort merely to propaganda. (Jacobs)

They have been following up to now everything except real Zionism
(Kirshblum)

Opporturities for influencing public opinion still remain, but far
from being utilized. (Segal, Rabbi Gold)

3) Conferences should be held with the leaders of the Republican and
Democratic Parties for the purpose of enlightening them on the present situstion
in Europe, on Jewish achievements in Palestine, on the absorptive possibility of
Palestine, and on the necessity of Palestine becoming a Jewish Commonwealth,

4) Delegation representing the American Federation of Labor and the C.I.O.
should be received by the State Department to present our resolutions on Palestine .

5) Conforences with the leaders of the and Labor Councils in the
larger cities to persuade them to use their influence on State Legislatures and
City Councils to adopt resolutions similar to those of the AFL AND CIO,

8) Church leaders should be mobilized. Conferences sho be held with
representatives of the Catholic Church and Protestant Church., %hey should be

asked to issue statements. A joint delegation representing all churches should
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be received by the State Department and by the President. (Gold)

7) A proper resolution should be introduced in the House and in the Senate calling
for the endorsement of the Jewish Commonwealth, and the smericim Palestine Committee
should be mobilized for that purpose. (Segal)

8) Our activities should be concentrated, not exclusively, of course, but
primarily on that very small  roup of people, perhaps not more t an half « dozen,
including, of course, the President, one or +two immediate advisers and the heads
of the State Department in whose hands vital decisions rest. (Lourie)

I should suggest that we stop centering our attention on the sasily
accessible small fry and give our fullest concern to contacts with those who
hold the power to decide and to act. (XKirshblum)

9) All out agitation in the press and en the platform by advertisements
-and on the radio may not be the most likely method of achieving the results we
aimed at., It may produce resentment rather tham cupport inm the v 'y quarters
we sceek to influence. (Lourie)

OQur first line of attack must be through channels of diplomacy and
negotiations backed up by the prospect of a vigorous publid agitation in the event
that our case ic rejected. It is politic to try out the first aporoach before
we launch a violent public onslaught on the White Paper which will inevitably
lead to uttacks on Grezt Britain., (Lourie)

10) The sooner that we drop the pretense tat we expect a triumphant outcome
from th state department and the colonial office, the better. The sooner that we
inaugurate a political offensive aginst our enemies the more likely we are to
strengthen our position. It is now apparent that we have little to lose und
everything to jain by such an offensive. Ve should embark on a bold and
forthright attack on our enemies. (Kenen)

11) That we expose Arab disloyalty t¢ the United Nations. (Kenen)

12) That we speak directly ani that we do much of the directing. Indirection
is weakness and futility. (Kenen)

13) There is much more importance in winning the intellectual zroups such as
clergymen, te.chers, professors and writers. e have concentrated too much on
getting favoruble opinions from political leaders. (Rabbi Levinthal.

14) More should be done to enli;hten people on the arab problem in relation
to Palestine, (Jacobs, De Sela Pool, Rabbi Levinthal) -~ and that Zionism
is unfair to the Arabs, (Louis Levinthal)

15) The increased activiing of the imerican _Coun g& gor J?%?ﬁim should be

taken more seriously* uence amony non-Jews
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18) The accusations made by our enemies that our colonies have never become
self-supporting must be met and answered by facts and figures. We should publish
pamphlets on the future absorptive capacity of falestine. (Judge Levinthal)

17) Every important #merican repressnted in Who's Who should receive our
literature and leaders and individuals should be asked to assume responsibility
to distribute literuture among persons known to them. (Judge Levinthal)

18) Evory ideologie group in Zionism can and must be utilized for
political contacts in Washington. (Kirshblum)






