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ME RANDOM o:r A MEETING BETWIE RABBI SILVER t m. GOL-1~~ 

MR . MOllitlR T THE OOROHESTER HOUSE, ~SHI G'roli , D. C. 01 
• 

r 

ISGAL, 
12, 1943 

Dr. Silver :reviewed the situation leading up to the eetablial:ment 

of the Jewiah Agency office here under the direction of Messrs. Goldmann 

and Lipsky, stating that if Dr. feism&Nl bad been permitted to go t}lrough 

with hie program of e1tabl1shing a Politidal Ccmmittee, BUch an office 
would probably not be necea1ary. Now that the Emergency Council baa been 

reorganised, the logical thing would be to dissolve the office and merge 

all activities into one. Since, boweTer, logic does not alway-a obtain in 

such mattera, it was nece1aary to define the areas of authority as well as 

of cooperation. It waa Dr. Silver'• opinion tbat the authority of the Em

ergency Council should be established beyond any question oTer and above 

any other authority in this country; that it wae nece1sary in political 

work for someone to be able to aq "yeaM or "no" at a giTen moment and 
that decision to atand. 

1ur~ermore. Dr. SilTer tel t there was a great deal of duplica

tion of ettori militating against the effectiveness of our political work 

in aahington. Dr. Silver al•o deprecated the tact _that Dr. Goldmann waa 

engaged. in Washington, on matter1 relating to the World Jewiah Oongreaa 

and that these actiTitiea cauaed confusion in the minds of many people aa 

to what he actually- repreaented. His deaire waa not to reatrict Dr. 

Goldmann• s activities but, on the contrary, to extend them and \o use hi• 

great talents to the maxinmm. But these talent• should be concentrated 

in one field, namely, the Zioniet field. 

Dr. Goldmann felt that the renew of the aituat1on leading up to 

the establishment of \he Jewish Agency was not exactly in accordance with 

the tactsi that as a matter of fact, the Execu.tive had made repeated at

tempts to establish auch an office in the United States some time ago first 

by Mr. Ben Gurion and then by Dr. Weismann and that the e1tabliahment of 
such an office was not involved in the difficulties of the Emergency Oom-

mi ttee but rather with Jerusalem. hen it the reorganisation ot tbe Emer

genc7 Co 1ttee had takan place at the time when Dr. Weizmann waa dea1rou1 

of putting 1 t into effect, the office of the Agency would still be eatab

liehed ju1t as the .A&•noy had officea in Paris, Germany and other perte of 

the world before the war. The political work be stated was the prerogative 

ot the Jew11h A.gency and 1 t could not delegate that au.thori ty to any other 

bo~. HoweTer, he. like Dr. Silver, was of the opinion that the work mu.at 

be co-ordinated and correlated. :But while a• a matter of principle, he 

(Dr. Goldmann) would b• reluctant to pasa judgment on the question as to 

the division of autborit7 between the X:mcutiTe and the Emergency Committee, 

he tel t that there waa no need, at thi• time, to draw woh a line of dia

t1nct1on between tba two, •inoe it wa• general.17 agreed that \he policy of 

the Jio.ergency Committee and the Executive were in all respect• identical. 

Therefore, b8 counselled, that the que1tion of principle be held in abeyance 

and that a practical. worldng a:rrangemeut be formulated tor the purpose of 

close cooperation and coordination of actiTities. 

' 
With regard to the World Jewish Oongr•••• l)r. Goldmann 1tate4 that 

he doe• not repreaent the lorl4 Jewiah Oongr••• in Waah1ngton; aa a ma:tter 

) 



.. ,. 

-
ot tact that work is being handled by Jamee Wiae. Only on rare oocaeiona 
do•• he appear to ether with Dr. Wiae. Thia refers eapecially to the ques-
tion of reacue with which the Jewiah Agency i n Paleatin is d a.lin p r ently. 

Mr. Wei a al recalled the tact that whereas the FAner ncy Co 1 ttee 
started out as an arm ot the Jewieh Agency, today 1 t is no longer that arm be
cause of the decision that wae taken a year ago to transform the Emer ency 
Committee into a purely .A.mer 1can body. He tel t that there was no queation ot 
principle inTol'Yed and that it Dr.. Sil't'er were to refiect on the situation he, 
too, would not coun■el a clear d,.efin1t1on aa to the authority ot the Executi't'e 
in the matter of political actiTitiea, and proceed on a workin :, arrangement that 
would be satisfactory to all parti•• concerned. Like Dr. Silver, he felt that 
there IJJll&t be cooperation and centralisation of authority and no one, not even 
the member, ot the Executive, ebould question hi• authority in matters pertain
ing to the .American scene of action. 

-
In thie connection, 1, was further reoalled. that 1ome time an 

agreement had been worked out between the Jewiah Agency and the lmer ncy Oom
mi ttee and that that agreement definitely enTisaged situation similar to the 
one which Dr. SilTer had raiaed. 

A.tter :turther diacueaion, it ae finally agreed 

l) That all appointments in Washington. whether for the Jewish A ncy 
or tor t he Emergency Commi tt•e• should be made through one oentral source; 
that each should keep the other constantl7 informed of their reepectiTe actiTi
tiea. 

2) That no repre•ntatiff of governm nt in a1hington be contacted b7 
the Emergency Council or the Jewi1h .l&•ncy without one or the other being pre
Tioualy apprised of the specific acti't'i ty undert en. 

3) That in the field ot public relation,, leg11lative bodiea, Congre111 

Senate, etc., that it was entirely in the province of the Emergency Council to 
initiate and contact. 

4) That tor political negotiation• with official• in the St te Depart
ment, ·it ebould be done Jointl7 by the lmer nc7 Council and the ~noy, not 
n•c•••arily always together, but in conmltation with each otber. 

5) Tbat 80 far as other gonrnmente, legation,, etc., includin Latin 
American countries. that waa entirely within the i;roTince of the Jewiah ncy . 

6) It waa al.10 agreed that the ott1cer1 of the Emer ncy Council and 
the repreeentatiTe1 of tbe Jewiah -'&&~7 meet 1nformal17 every two weeks in or
der to plan activ i tie1 in Waahington. 
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