
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated. 
Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         100           35            32 
 
 

Churchill, Winston, talk with Chaim Weizmann, 1943. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



U!IWJ!I ftlOII JIINUTKI or 'l'HI 28TB OCTOHR, 1943. 

TALI: IITH TD PRIIII IIIHIS'fD: 

Dr, We11■9nl •&14 tha, theN ha4 been preaent at the lunch, 
bea14•• Ir. an Jira. Ohuroh111 and llaJor Ohurohlll, llr. an4 
llr1 • .Altlee, Lord Portal, the howacer Lady Rea41ng, and another 
Labour man whoa Dr. Weizmann 414 not reoogn1••• Dr. We1uaann 
■at between Jira. Churohlll and Lor4 Portal. During :i,1111oh, Jira. 
Ohuroh111 talked about Quebeo and Orde and Lorna W1nga,e, and at 
one ••ac• Jlr. Churoh111 Jo1ne4 1n by 1ay1ng that he knew l>r. 
We1&JUJU1 ha4 wanted Orte Wingate tor Go1111ander-1n-Chlet ot the 
Jew11h l'oree, 'but they oould not ha:Ye hi■ beoau•• he wa1 wantel 
tor other work. 

After lunch the lad1e1 ret1re4 and llr. Churoh1ll had 1ntroduoed 
h1• to he other guest• 1n Yer, ooapl1■entary term,. The Pr1■• 
111n1 ■ter aa.14 it waa a long t1■• aino• he had ••en him, and Dr. 
We11mann u.14 1t ha4 been too long tor h1a. llr. Cburoh111 then 
aa14 that after they ha4 orulhea. Bitler they would ha.Te to 
e1tablllh the Jew• in the p011tlon where they belonged. Be ha4 
ha4 an inheritano• left to hill b7 Lor4 Balfour, and he waa not 

--m1ag_to ohanl•• Dr. Weizmann 1a1d he 414 not think the Priu 
llnl1ter would obange, but there nr• lark: foroea ·working agalnat 
them which might toroe the Oablnet'• hand. lla.Jor Churohlll aai4 
they were all only huaan, and none ot them getting any 7ounger; 
it wae therefore neoe1■ary to aot qu1ok17. llr. Oburohlll 1a14 
,hey would haYe ,o take 1ome ohano••• 'rurning to Dr. Weizmann, 
he 1&14: 'You have 10me Tery good tr1•n4•, tor lnatanoe, llr . 
Attl•• and the Labour Party are oommitte4 on thi~ matter.• Ur. 
Attlee aaid he oerta1nly waa, adding that he thought aometh1Jll 
ahoul4 I>• done about Tran■Jor4an. llr. Churohlll 1a1d he ha4 bean 
thinking about partition, but 'l'ran■Jorclan ••• a good idea. Be 
knew the terrible 11tuat1on ot the Jewa. They would get oom
pen1at1on, and they woul.4 alao be able to Judge the cr1111nala. 
Aa regarcla the po1it1on 1n the Rear Ea.at he 414 not take tor grante4 
all the 1ntormat1on that oaa.• troa that part ot the world. llr. 
Attlee 8&14 to Dr. Weizmann that 1011• ot h11 people nre oYer, 
playiq their band: they were ao■etimee threatening. llr. 0hvoh111 
aai4 they lhoul.4 not do that. lie per■onally would prefer one 

✓g_ood row. Be would. adv1•• th•• not to ha.Te a aer1e1 ot row■• 
/' 10lat they ha4 to Clio waa ,o watoh the timing. Be would not ■a7 

publ1oly what he waa telling Dr. Weizmann now: there ~§4 be ~ 
que1t1on1, an uld haTe to lo ■• time •~la1n1 ~ ey oo\ll.4 ~ 
qu..u-liie publ1cyutterano y that he wo 4 not b\141e · tro■ 1 
the■• 

' 
• Churohlll repeated that they had a nu■ber of good tr1ed1: 

llr. Attlee••• oomm1tte4, the Labour Party n.■ eommitte4, the 
llapohe1ter Guar4,1an wa1 friendly, eto. Re uncter1tood, honYer, 
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tha taere wen ••rt~ Jew■ 1n Mter1oa who nre opposed. He 
tlmught Dr. W111.mann ■hould try and win oTer Mr. Baruch. Kr. 
0hvoh111 had talkecl to llr. Baruoh, and h&4 told hill that he ••• 
wrong, bul had not auoceeded in per1ua41n1 h111. llr. QhurohUl 
went on to 1ay that 1w ••• not going to obange h1• T1ewa; · h• would 
bite d eply 1nto the proble■, aa~d 1t waa go1ng to be "the b1gs••t 
plum ot the war.• 

When llr. Ohuroh111 mentioned partition, llaJor Ran4olph an4 
Dr. Weizmann d111Urred., and llr. Churchill repl1e4 that he ha4 l»een 
aga1n■t 1t or1g1nall7~ but now they had to produee aometh1ng new 
1n■tea4 of the lh1te ~aper. He had not meant partition 1n the 
11t•~al Hn■• - he then mentioned aometh1ng about the legeT and 
Trana Jor4an. • 

lpeak1ng ot the Ar.ab■, the Prime K1n1eter aa14 ,hat they ha4 
done Tery little, and 1n aome 1natanoee ha4 made thing■ 41tf1cult 
tor ua. He would remember th1a when the day ot reokon1ng oaae. 
Kr. Ohurohlll added. that when the Paleat1ne 1,aue oame up, he 
would ■peak o,at, and procee4•4 to g1TI the hea41ng1 ot hia 1peeoh. 
He t1n1ahe4 ott by aay1ng that Dr. WeiPl&Dn nee4 not worry - they 
had a wonderful oaM. • 

At one ■tage, Dr. Weizmann aent1oned that ant1-1em1t1am waa 
growing, and the Pr1■e M1n1ater 1aid he thought it was not ao, 
and Lord Portal agreed with h.111. 

Jlr. Churoh1ll aa14 they oould not 1,et 41aou•a detail ■• On 
the aubJeot ot the Arm• Trial, the Prime M1n1eter elearly did not 
know the -4eta1la, but aa14 agaln that tney ahould not threaten. 
He 1uggeete4 that Dr. W.1r.mann anoulc1. go to Paleat1ne, adding 
Jo&1ngly that 1w had treedo■ ot aoTement throughout the lmp1re. 

At one ataa• Dr. We1r.■ann aa14 that ~h 1944 wa• approaoh1ng, 
and he fearld then ,o ••• a not1oe oYer the gate• ot Pale1tineJ 
110 Jew need appl7. • J'ro■ llr. Churoh1ll I a reply 1t had appear.._ 
that they were th1nk1q ot oarry1n1 forward thf l»alan•• ot eer
t1t1oatea after Jlaroh 19"'6• and Kr. uiiuroh1ll added that 1n a 
oouple of montha or ao after that, aometh1na •l•• might turn lq). 

Mr. ChuroJ1ll quoted, dur1n1 the talk, the aay1ng that 1Clo4 
4eal1 with the nat1ona ae they deal with the J•••• • llr. Churoh111 
al ■o aa14 thai ot eTery fifty ottioer1 who oaae baok trom the 
Jl1441e la1t, only one ~oke fayourably of the Jew1 - but that ba1 
••rely gone ,to oonvinoe him that he waa right. 

j 

When the party :broke up, and Dr. We1smann aa14 10041»71 ,u 
Prime 111n1~t•r 11&14: •10, po4bye - au reTOa•, and that he woul4 
••e Dr. We1uann again. Dr. ••'-•ann aa1d !Mt••• l].a4 ,o hear 
that beoau1e he 1-a4 \Uldera,oo4 that the Prime 111n1ater waa not 
Yery keen o4; •ee1ng ·h1a1 an4 aometime1 urgent ,h1n1• aroae which 
hi ooull 4l¥U■I only nth h1a. 

_, I 

the lun'oli and the talk wh1oh tollon4 la■te4 until 3.30 p.11. 
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