*x

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
R

Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989.
Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated.
Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949.

Reel Box Folder
100 35 36

Ichud Party, Palestine, 1942.

Western Reserve Historical Society American Jewish Archives
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000

wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org



LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL
606 CITY HALL

PHILADELPHIA

Wr. Smanuel Yeumans,

smergency ‘ommlites fur "lomiat Affairs,
41 B, 42nd Streat,

Rew York C1 tye.

Dear lamanuels

As you must resiize, 1 was ve :ngpy that you
arranged to have Dr. Kliegler attend the Yfice Committee
meeting yesterday. I wiah that we of thq F.0.%. ixecutive
Comaittee had known on Wednesday

the Ichwmd and that he was avalla

reather obsoure sltustion In 7 ,

If vr. BlleglenAs o Yo/ , the Iehud

doon not Intend to engaxd in sgabraciat pollitical sctlong
N and through its effilia-
Jowiah ﬁniproahcmwnt it 1s
e

comsitted to e TFINiple \oi unrestricted Jewish funizre-
tion in the wiky * A limited only by economie
gonslideration :

hat Dr. Hsgnes dld not organize
; od te Jeln the 'rou{ and secepted
wierios, wes @ r-volntton o me, Eils
the Agency itsel! wes willing during the
sceept 8 blienationsl etete, with unlimited
tion, was slso surprising., If true, 1t would
ste thet the igency then theught tha{ ble
atehood does mot necesserily preclude the possi-
pility of unlimited Jesish Immigratiom. Personeslly, I
deudt the possibllity of having unrestricted Jewlsh imnd-
gration in s bDl-nstionsl siate and therefore I hoartilln
endorsed the resclution submitted by Bob fzold, whieh ny
opinion wes elear, direct and stetesmenlike.

T am happy thet I voted eas I did at the meoting
of the Smergency Committee and that I sald whaet I did st
the meeting of the Hxecutive Committee, for I am satisfled
that the news peports about the Ichud were far Irom comple te
or sgcurste. I am not prepared to denocunce as renejedes
Fenriettas Sgold, Jullus Simon, Ur, Landeuer, Ir. Kllegler
or say other Zionlst who bas gerved our movenment and our
poople « abt any rete, not without glving them @ chance to




eptember 20, 1042,

fmeriuel Yeumann,

be heard, The Zxecutive Comnmittes havihi decided
othereise, 1 shall, of course, see thst| fts declision
is affectusted, :

I s sorry that Judge fRothenberz, "r. lHeller
and some of the other members & our T¥edutive were not
glven an opportunity te questlian !

‘odnesday evening, an opprg

kad Iif you had told me, 3 . e
noon, that Mr. Tllegley »ae : r of the Ichud and
was avallable for qu cnin Y. relation thereto,
Certainly, 1% would ns b roipiful to the members
of our Kxecutive Uom : ' ¥y ted at least heard
from I'r, 4
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Judge louis E, Levinthal
Jourt of Comuon Fleas #6
ity Hall

Philadelphiay Pa.

Dear Lous
1 acknowledge your letter of the 268h regarding ir. Kligler and the lchud,

1, I, %00, an glad that Ir, Kligler attended the Office Committee meeting. The
suggestion and invitation firet came from Dr. Wise. I acted merely in ministerial
oqt::uy. I had no opportunity %o see Kiigler before the meeting and had only had
Q& of telephone couversa$ion with him, I did not know that he was a meuber of the
Ichud until he sald so at the Offige Commdttes meeting in reply to a direct question
wiich I addressed $o him there,

2., I agree with you that Dr, Kligler made out a fulrly good case for the leimd,
though there were certain Shings wideh be did pot and perhaps could not clear wp.
You will recall that in support of his sseerSion that the Ichmd was in favor of free
lmudgration, he cited a plank of the leiud platform whia: spoke of free "econoumie,
social and cultwral develoyment" and waich he thought was meant to cover the subject
of Lmdgration., %o my question, why immigration was not aotually and specifically
wentioned, no adequate answer wne forthooming, Ir. Kligler also stated that the
League bed sdopted a platforw which covered the subject of free lmmigration and that
the Ichud was & part of the lLeague. ! then asked why it was necessary in that case
for the Iclmd to adopt a platform of its own if it was part of the League and sub-
saribed to the League platform, I don't recell the anewer to that gueation snd I doubt
if an sdegunte angwer was given,

8. It strusk me,then,that it would be well to discuss the matter further afier
r. Eligler was in e position to swoply us with the sctuasl textz of $he platforms
adopted by the Leagus and by Idhmd -~ snd I Shink so nmow,

4, Ir, Kligler's statements with regard to Ir. Magnes were interesting but by no
means sufficiently definite to be satisfactory in the light of the succestive state-
ments of Ur, lMagnes widch have sppeared in print, I, Magnes has previcousiy taken
the position that we have no right to enter Palestine except by Arsb consent. Accord-
ing to Or. Kligler, lsgnes is in subetantial agreement with the point of view of the
Tebmd on fsmigration, whieh point of view (She Ichud's) was not, however, been made
clear. A phrasge widch was quoted in the Times spoke of o “"steddi}y growing Falestine
Jewry®, whioh might mean snything, even next o mothing. Dr, Kligler asserted that
Magnes had modified bis point of view regarding immigration but it is significent and
rather dsmuing that in all the long statements he has published expressing dissent
from the American Zlonist position, he did not once suphasise the right of immigration

to Palestine or even dealhdequately with the question, Al] thet Dr. Kligler said
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Judge Lpuis §. Levinthal -2-

about Magnes left me quite unconvinced about such a change of heart.

B. As for the attitude of the Jewish Agenoy in the past, it is quite possible that

the Executive favored a bi-national state with free Jewish immigration. But whether
the Executive did or did mot favor that positiom during the riots, which means four,
five or six years ago, is not really relevant. For that matter, Ben-Gurion himself

at one time favored political "parity" and even advocated 1% at the Zionist Congress
(1n 1931). I am persuaded as you are that those who bDelieve it possible to combine

a bi-national state with free Jewish immigration are mistaken. But that position 1s
quite different from that which Dr.Magnes had held, inasmch as he waived the right

of free immigration except by Arad consent.

6. I agree with you that it would be folly to denounce such people as Miss Sgold,
Julius Simon, etc. as renegades. Bveryone is entitled to his convictions. But ow
position, as expressed in our resolutions, seemed to be challenged. Dr. Magnes
challenged our position explicitly by direct reference to the resolutions adopted by
the 2.0.A, at its last convention, and we are certainly entitled to answer him.

also
. B well be that the resentment expressed in thies country (and undoubtedly/in
Palestine) by various Zionist groups has already produced some effect. I noticed in
today's J.T.A., & report about conferences between Zioniet leaders in Palestine and
representatives of the Ielmd, and that the latter have promised to observe Zionist
disecipline, to refrain from unauthorized political negotiations and to clarify and
explain thelr position on the subject of immigration. It isg to be hoped that the
Icimd will put iteelf right.

8. I am surpriged at the last paragraph of yow letter (copies of which I understood
you have sent to other members of the 2,0.A, Executive Committee) which might convey
the erroneous impression that I deliberately withheld Dr.Kligler from the Z.0.A.,
knowing him t0 be a member of the Ichud. I take it that my good faith is not ques-
tioned. As I have said, I did not know he was a member of the Ichmd until I heard it
from hig lips at the meeting of the Office Oommittee. Secondly, I had understood
that he would have to spend two or three days out of that week in Washington. Third-
ly, it just didn't ococur to me to invite him to the Z.0,A, meeting. In the case of
the Emergengy Conmittee, I simply followed up the suggestion of Dr, Wise and a letter
from Dr, Wise to Ir., Kligler. As you probably know, Dr. Kligler will be here for

several months and there will be ample opporturity for further discussions with him,
if desired.

As ever,

Cordially yours,
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TAZIS ECTAELISH "JUDENRAT" FOR LITHUANIAL PEVGgJAFTOINT (PLAD FOI B0 E
oo SN 5 ol e _ e ,,.é;/f)t.,.
LISLON, Septs 294(JTA)=-- Cernen rewspepers reeching here todsy carfry a re-
port that the Iiezis heve established a Judenret in the ghetto of Slot ®; o sub=
urb of Kovno, where all the Jews from Lithuanie heve been interned. A forner Jew=-
ish official of the LAtwuanxan Comuercial Panl: of Kovno, named Chazen, has been ep=-
pointed head of the Judemrat responsible to the occupationel authorities for

to be
the residents of the ghetto, the report stated.

Newspepers f{rom Hungery r@achin; here todey report that 135 Jews have been -
\3

arrested during the last week in & st on the charge of turbing the peace."
The report adds that "the police are engaged in eliminating. all Jewish interests
throughout the country."

A new decree prepared, but not yet pullished, by the Vichy Govermment pro=ct

vides for the e*yulsjon of all aliens who entered the unoccupied part of France
since September 1, l 39, it was leerned here todey. The decree is not simed only
at Jews, It will alsoc affect Czechs, Poles, Belgisns end Dutchrens

JUDGE LEVINTEAL CALLS IOR A& JAGILALIST ZIONIST IROGRAL

e G L & e R

NEW YORE, Septe EG.(JIA)-~ i e meximalist program in the Zione
ist movement with an eye to lsr"- ;'s =war Jewlsh emlgratlon, Judge Louis E
Levinthal, president Lﬁ the Zionist Or serization of America, told a fzrsc confere
ence here Lcdav 1“'L WZicnists will have tohadeptie.mev language, 1 lo
& new gapproach.”

"7e must think in terms of the emigretion after the war of at leest three
million Jews," Judge Levinthel saids "Great funds will be needed for this and
the governments of the world will be reqguired to £id in this mass-emipratione”

v
Judge Leviithel said he wes "highly pretified" at the overtures towerds E;_i
rapprochrent with the Zionists made by ihe Russien Governrent and the Jews of
Russiae lle revealed that recently the Zionist Organization of American hed
a nessage of felicitations and sympethy to the Jews of Russia through the Soviet
Anmbas sador Mexim Litvinoff and that the latter was very much pleased to transmit

the messages

Referring te the newly-formed Ichud Ferty in Palestine,which has provoked
much discussion among <ionists in the United States, Judge Levinthal disclosed
that the executive comittee of the ZOA has received g cable from llenrietta Szeld
in Jerusslem, asking fmerican Zionists to defer judgement on the new party until
they receive her detailed report on the group. Acting on this cable, the execu=~
tive cormittee decided to postpone issuing any stetement on its ettitude towerds

thé Ichud Farty until the actual objectives of the perty can be clarified.
Simon Schetzer, Secretery of the Zionist Orgenizetion, declared that the z

coming ZOA convention would register a record-breaking membership for the organi-
zetion, with close to 50,000 members on the roster. The convention will also
learn that the deficit "which hung like & millstone" around the neck of the Zion=
ist orgaenization, has been reduced by more than 50 percent and it is expected that
this deficit will be entirely liquidated before enother year has passed, despite
the strain of VO
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Z1oN1ST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA
1720—16TH STREET, N. W,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

-Dr, Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Ohio,
Dear Dr. Silver:
At the Office Committee meeting
yesterday Dr. Kliegler addressed us from
o until 6:45 P,My I wish 1t had been possible

for you to hear him,

I am enclosing copy of letter which

Just sent to Emanuel Neumann, which




J.T.A“ NE».‘S

NEW JEWISH PARTY FORMED IN PALESTINE; ASKS LINKING OF ALL SEMITIC COUNTRI &S

JERUSALEM, Aug. 25. (JTA)-~ An orgenization with the evowed eim of unifving
the Semitic countries, including & bi-nztional Pelestine, «nd linking an Areb
federation of stetes to the demccratic world, wes founded here todsy.

The' organization, to be known &z "Ichud" (Unity),was established at a meeting
of 60 Palestine notables called together by Dr. Judah L. Magnes, president of the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem and long & proponent of a bi-netionsl Pelectine.
fmong those who attended the meeting were Miss Henriette .Szold end Prof. Martin Du-
ber, voted CGerman-Jewish philosopher.

A presidium wes elected consisting of Dr. Magnes, Miss Szold, Dr. Buber,
Moshe Smilensky, president of the Jewish Farmers' Associstion, Cheim Kelvericky
former head of the Areb depertment of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, and othery

In cutlinirg the program of the new orgenizetion, Dr. Magunes urged tle
creation of & conmittee for the prepsreation fa plen for & bi-netionel Arsb-Jewish
Stete in Palestine. He elso suggested the eliminstion from the by-luws of the
Jewish Nationel Fund of the paragreph which provides thet land ecquired by the JNF
is for Jews only. A number of those present at the conference expresced ovpositiocn
to the formation of the Ichud orgenizeticn.




J.T.A. NEWS -4- 8/r6/4%

JEWISH AGENCY LEADERS STRESS IMPORTANCE OF WILLKIE'S VISIT TO PALESTINE

JERUSALEM, Aug. 25. (JTA)-- The importance of Willkie's stop-over in Pales-
tine was emphasized here today by Jewish Agency leaders who expect to confer with
him upon his reaching Jerusalem.

M. Banczyk, vice-chairmen of the Polish Naticnal Council, arrived in Jeru-
salem on & speciel mission. He will remain in Pelestine for & fortnight &nd visit
the centres of Polish civilian refugees as well as the wilitery units. He will
also confer with the Representation of Polish Jewry in Tel Aviv.

Teking effect on September 15, all licenses issued to civiliem owners of
motor vehicles in Palestine will be cancelled, an officiel snnouncement todeay
stated. Exception will be made only for those needed for the protection of life
of the civilien population. -

NEW YORK, Aug. 5. (JTA)-- The first group of Jewish Palestinien soldiers
to reach the United States since the outbreak of the war arrived this week in New
York, it was announced here today by the Hadassah headquarters.

The group, consisting of six men und : ommand have come here on





