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MEMORANDUM ON THE SINKING OF 'rHE REFUGEE SHIP "STRUMA11 

Alm SIMILJ.R EARLIER I1"CIDENTS 

.... - - ... -
Note: ~his is not an article, but a purely factual 

presentation. 

-- - .. - -
1. The sinking of the 200 ton vessel "Strums." in the :Black Sea 

last week with the loss of all but two of the 75Q Jewish refugees on board 
has its origin in the anti-Semitic pogroms in Ro'Umania and Central Europe 
of the past few years. Terror-stricken Jews seeking to escape the pogroms 
sometimes man8€;ed to reach the ~lack Sea where they chartered antiquated, 
leaky' and unseaworthy boats in a desperate attempt to reach Palestine. 
Occasionally, some of these refugees succeeded in reaching the Jewish Home
land. Obviously, they had neither visas nor immigration permits. As a 
result, they were regarded by the British Administration in Palestine as 
illegal immigrants and liable to deportation or internment. On IIlaJlY occasions, 
permission has been sought for such refugees or others wandering on the high 
seas to enter Palestine in order to end their hopeless and perilous plight. 
It is against that background that the whgle series of disasters must be set. 

2. 1I!he most recent of these disasters concerns the "Strums." 1 a. 
tiny vessel which reached Istanbul in December with over 750 victims of 
fascist persecution on board. Because these refugees had no visas for~ 
country. they were refused admission to Turkey and were anchored for weeks 
in the harbor of Istanbul. Repeated and urgent requests were made to the 
British Administration, both in Jerusalem and in London, to secure permission 
for them ·to proceed to Palestine. ~hose appeals were rejected. Not until 
one or two days before the final disaster, too late to be effective, was 
permission finally granted for the children under 16 to enter Palestine. Only 
a few days before the final disaster, the Jewish Jgeney made another appeal to 
the British Government drawing attention to the precedent of hundreds of non
Jewish refugees from en811\Y countries who had been admitted to Palestine and 
offering to make a. selection among the refugees if permission to admit the 
entire group was refused. On at least two occasions duri~ the time the ship 
was in Istanbul, the Jewish Agency warned the British .Administration in Pales
tine that non-admission of the nstruma" refugees meant either certain death for 
the latter by sinking or surrender to the enemy. Finally I on February 24th, 
the ship was ordered to leave Turkish territorial waters, despite the protests 
of the captain that it wa.s in no condition to put to sea. It was towed out of 
Por~ by a ~kish tug and went to pieces as soon as it reached open water. All 
but five of the 750 a.board lost their lives. Three of the fiva survivors sub
s~uently died in Istanbul. 

It is clear tha.t the !rurkish Government must bear a considerable 
share of the responsibility for refusing haven to these refugees and ordering 
them out of territorial waters under such circumstances. By far the greater 
share of the reaponaibility, however, rests with the British .Administration 
in Palestine. It now appears that the administration in Palestine had full 
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power and discretion to admit the ref~ees and did not need to refer the matter 
to London. Responsibility, therefore, must be definitely fixed on the British 
Administration in Palestine · a.nd more particularly on Sir Harold MacMiehael• 
the Hi~ Commissioner. 

Daily reports arriving from Jerusalem indicate profound indignation 
throughout the country. No mention of the disaster was permitted for more than 
a day and a half after the news had been received. There was a half-day general 
strike throughout the country and flags everywhere were flown at half mast. 

3. There have been many other instances of similar tragedy. In 
November 1940, more than 1770 Jews who had escaped from nazi-occupied lands, 
reached Palestine on board two vessels, the "Pacific" and the "Milos"• Because 
they had no visas nor immigration permits, they were ordered deported by the 
British authorities. On November 25th, the ship to w:rl.ch they had been trans
ferred for deportation to Africa, the "Patria", was dt~troyed by a mysterious 
explosion in the harbor at Haifa. More than 250 of these refugees 1 ost their 
lives. The survivors were ordered deported from Palestine. Not until vigorous 
protest had come from the United States to the British Government was th~ 
deportation order rescinded and these refugees permitted to remain in Palestine. 

It is an eloquent commentary on the devotion of these refUf;ees to 
the democratic cause that, despite their treatment by the British Administration, 
more than 150 of the 11Pati-1a" survivors have since joined the British armed 
forces in the Near East and have distinguished themselves with gallantry and 
bravery in the Mediterranean and African campaign.a. The first British soldier 
to fall at Tobruk was a Czech Jew who survived the "Patria" disaster. 

4. .Another of these refugee vessels, the tiny ship "Sal vadortt, sank 
in the Sea of Marmora in November 1939 with the loss of between 200 and 300 
people, most of them children. 

5. Another vessel, the 11 J.tlantic", a. 400-ton ship, brought to Pal es
tine some 1800 refugees at about the time the "Patriaft disaster occurred. ~ain 
the British Colonial Office refused to waive its ruling that such refugees must 
be deported. Because the ship was in a sinking condition, the refugees wera 
removed to shore and internment. Finally, they were rounded up in the dead of 
night and after mu.ch violence placed on board ship and deported to the little 
island of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean. There, many of them have since died. 
The deportation of these refugees from the Jewish National Home, setting a new 
precedent in British policy, aroused violent indignation throughout Palestine. 

6. .Another ship1 the "Darien", rea<',hed Palestine in March 1940 in 
sinking condition. On board were 800 refugees from the :Bucharest pogroms, 
together with the survivors of the "Salvador"• In conformity with the policy 
of the British Administration in Palestine, these refugees have been interned 
since their arrival. That they have thus far escaped deportation has been due 
simply to the fact that no shipping facilities are available to transfer them 
to Africa or the Indian Ocean. 

7. ~hese disasters which have resulted in the wanton destruction 
of innocent 1 ives have been due largely to the policy- of the :British Gover.nment 
which has refused to permit entry into Palestine of those Jewish refugees who 
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have managed to escape from nazi persecution. It is vital to point out that 
such policy not only violates all considerations of justice and humanity by 
virtually condemning to death these anti-fascist Jewish refugees, but is in 
defiance of military necessity. For, many of these refugees who have gone 
to their deaths or are languishing in internment are able-bodied men with 
military training or skilled technicians and la.borers whose eontributioi: to 
the military war effort could be an extremely vital one. 

8. Attention should be drawn to the fact that while Jewish anti
fascist refugees are denied admission to Palestine, deported from its shores 
or interned on its soil, Palestine has offered haven in the pa.st few years 
to thousands of non•Jewish refugees - Greeks, Oseehs, Poles9 eto. While 
most of these non-Jewish refugees are genuin~ anti--fascists• it is a well
known fact that they include ifl their midgt JllallY' who have not a.1W83'l1 been 
conspicuous for their loyalty to the democratic ideal. 
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Editorial in Washington Post -
March 4, 19 42. 

"STRUM1" 'rR.lGEDY 

Tho recent shakeup in the British Government may have resulted in a 
badly needed expulsion of certain cabinot members whose competence was very much open to question in Britain. But in some instances the shakeup appears to have been distinctly limited to the top men. The bureaucratic sub,.stratum remains untouched, and some of the members are continuing to function with the some 
complete lack of understanding of what the war is all about. 'rake1 for oxample, tho case of the Colonial Office whose chief, Lord Moyna, was recently replaced by Viscount Cranborne. Soon after that happened there occurred the tragic case of tho "Strum.a." to prove that, as the French proverb has it, the more things change the more they are the some. 

The II Struma" was a 1 ealq and un~ eawortby ship of 100- tons crowded ui th 
750 Jewish refugees from Nazi-occupied Rumania. It was on its WB¥ to Palestine, where the Jewish population was prepared to give the lo~suffering passengers a hearty welcome. When it reached Istanbul the Turkish Government refused to 
al.lou it to proceed through the Dardanelles because the refugees did not have the necessary certificates of entry into Palestine. Those certificates had been withheld by the Palestine Administration. .Accordingly, despite the protests of the "Struma.1stt captain that the ship was absolutely in no position to put to sea, it uas towed out of port by a Turkish tug. Jive miles off the Turkish coast it went to pieces, and all but five of its passengers were drowned. 

In fighting o. wnr for 1 iberation the Uni tad Nations are seeking to end the barbarism which Hitler and the Japanese stand for. But some of the brass hats of \~bi tehall and their e@onts in the Near East do not appear to recognize 
that fact, nor shou any disposition to act on it. ~his entirely discreditable episode sugge~ts that the shakeup in the British Government has by no means gone far enough. 



OOPY 

March 5, 1942. 

Judge Levinthal 

Dear Judge LevinthaL1 

I hope it will not be long before I get a reply 

to my telegram. about Athlit and fully share your sense of horror 

at the disaster which happened to the Struma. 

I could only wish that the statements put out by 

the Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs and others bad not 

made the mistake or saying that "the powers fighting for justice 

and freedom" are "responsible". It was, after, ill, the Nazis who 

drove the unhappy victims from their ho 1 t was apparently 

a mine - not British - that sank the ship. f 

I mention these thinp in this letter because my 

recent speech showed I think it is or the utmost importance that 

we keep our thoughts and emotions in perspective. It is the 

Nazis who have ua created this problem for us and bad blood 

between the British Government and the Jews, especially in America, 

is what they most~ to achieve thereby. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lord Halifax 
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Foe the DefenH and UpbuUdlng of the Jewish National Home in Palntlne 

41 EAST 42nd STREET NEW YORK CITY 

Telephone: MUrray Hlll 2-3320 Cable Addreu- Palfund 

Dr . Abba "'i l lel Silver 
S.1ne .i:emple 
Clevel and., Oriio 

Dear Dr . ilver : 

At te.c:1od heret0 is a con~,. of a '" bJ e t h, t , fi 

just come from ~iezcr Ka~la , rer3urer of t ,e Je~ish 
Age 1cy, asking your ,ction viAa vis the JDC , hie in 
called uuo.a to maxe f1rnds cvr" i , ble "~or Poli,..11 r cfusccs 
in .,_ rkest n . 

Vith your perrissio 
t ' is c ble ~piJ, ble to t c ·J. 
prernmably , ou .. a be i n t r ue 

I am rr.aking r1 cop;r of 
ergency Com.i.iittee w icl 
i th t: e :!:) rob7 em . 

ordial ly youl's , 

:a 
Executive Directo r 

.;.il'1C • 

'''We u,, tk 'tfHJJ«J Std.e4 HU44t ludp, ~ P~" 
--HON. FRA K K,' , , S cret,wy of th av 
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Jud e Jacob J. K plan, Bo ton 
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gnm, 1 os 1, 11clrJ 
, Nasln1llc 

Bosto11 
kl;•,i 

1aslmillc 
'a, sos Cit; 

ar Rockaua;y 
o 1isi:1/lc 
le 

MIiii 

• m n Pa tsbu,oh 
'orl 

,t dclpl ta 
1c111pl1is 

f m•phis 
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Sir Ronald I. Campbell, K.C.M.G., C.B. 
HBM Minister 
British Embossy 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Sir Ronald: 

....... .. 
COPY 

Octobvr 23, 1942 

Thank you for your letter of October 6th with reference to tho refugees in 
Mauritius, '1lso for the enclosed report on this subj)ct roc0ivod by Lord H't lifnx 
last yaar. We nro srateful to you for informing London thnt th11 mctter hns agnin 
been taken up with the Embassy. 

Permit me to odd a few words with r0fcr0nce to your rem J. rk th: t tho p,~rsons in this 
ca[t1p mod0 a delib-, rnto effort to circumvent the l nr1 s of Pnl ~stino nnd to frustrate 
the immigration policy lnid down by the British Govcrrunont with full knowl edge of 
the consequences which their ill .- gnl net ion would onta il if it v1oro d iscoverod. I 
know that this stntemont in justificotion of the deportation '1nd intornmont in 
Mauritius of the rofuge ,1 s wns not intended to show 'lny lnck of considoro.tion for 
whnt they huve gone through. But I wonder if you can imngine how it sounds to us, 
when we road itoms in the press conc0rning the communities from which runny of those 
rofugaes come, such as tho following: 

"It is estimatod th'.1t nt loo.st 400,000 Jews have been oxpcllod by the Roum~ninn 
authoritios from various sections of Roumunia into Trnnsnistrin. Informntion 

' smuggled out previously from Transnistrin indjcnt0d thnt more then 200,000 
Jews there h ve boon mossocrod or di0d of st rvntion~ Mossagos hBve just been 
received in Palestine from tho Intornutionnl Rod Cross from r0l ativ 1s of some 
of the deportees r0ading, 'Starving, appealing with l ~st strength for help'." 

Aro thes.J people, who had alrondy e, xporicnced t ho wors t pogroms, to be blamed for • 
escaping in any way they could? And wh Jrc else could they fly, if not to that 
country which Britain, in common with the othar n3tions of tho world, hod recog
nized as their national home? You say that they broke tho l a1t1 , but I cannot be
lieve that this cold remark really reflects your f0eling in the mntter or the con
science of tho British people, nor is it consonant with that noble impuls0 tu help 
tho down-trodden and oppressed which ultimately wns tho motivG of Brito.in's 
guarantee of a national home to the Jewish people. 

Even if punishment there must bo, indefinite incarceration on n tropical island, 
mon separated from ,·Jifo, fnther from children, seems a little excessivo. I do not 
know if you arc awnre thnt tho first months of their str y in Mauritius some fifty 
of these refugees diod. As I indicut0d 1n my previous note, we nre glad to know 
and warmly approcinte tho efforts of tho local outhoritios to nmcliorato the situ
ation of these refugees, but that is h'1 rdly an answer. 

As for tho sto.tement that the British taxpayer is bea ring a considerable charge on 
their behalf, I can only repent thut those refugees arc to tho lust man keenly 
anxious to do everything in thoir power for tho allied Tiar effort, whether os sol
diers or in the foctorios nnd fields of Pnlcstin0. It is deeply distressing thnt 
es a result of the policy of His Majesty's Government in this matter, not morely is 
tho hard-pressed British taxp~ycr cnllcd on to foot nn unnecessary bill, but tho 
United Nations is at tho snme time d~privod of nvailublc help. 

Yours sincerely, 

Stephen s. Wise 



JEWISH AGENCY EXE CUT IVE 
? 7 GREAT RU .... SELL STREET 
LONDON 

COPY 

JERUS . .J.EM 12/10/42. 

APPLIED SCHEDULE 5000 STATING THIS UNREPRESENTS TOTAL ABSORPTIVE 

CAPACI'IY Btrr ONLY FRACTION STOP IN PRESENT EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

WE ABSTAINED FROM DET IlED INVESTIGA'l1ION EMPLOYMENT PROSPECTS AS 

NEED FOR TENS THOUSANDS ADDITIONAL WOHCERS P.ATENr AND LD.ITTING FACTOR 

IS NOT .J3S0RPTIVE C.APhCITY BUT AV.iIL .. ~ILITY IMMIGRJH' .. i.ND TR u~SPORT 

STOP INDIC,. .. TED PROSPECTS FURTH~R EV ... CU.tTION FROM RU:...,SL~ . .;.ND POSSI -

BILITIES IMMIGR .. TION FROJ..1 ORIENT.J., COUNTRI:S:S POuSIBLY -~O UNOCCl.Pil~D 

FRJ.NCE STOP PROP05'ED s •.::P ... R/i'ELY .i.LLOC.\.TIONS OTHER c . .. Tn::GORI~S FOR 

H..'J.FYE i.RlY QUOTA 

SHERI'OK 
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JEWISH DETAINMENT CAMP - BEAU BASSIN 

The Camp is situated in one of the most pleasant and healthy districts of 
the Island and is surrounded by some sixty acres of gardens and parkland. The 
1580 detainees are housed in stone buildings and small wooden huts. It has been 
possible to arrange separate cubicles in the stone buildings for the use of 
almost half of the total number of detainees; most of the remainder have been 
accommt)dated in buts which have been partitioned to enable groups of three or 
more to live together. Children are, of course, kept with their mothers. 

Detainees are allowed to receive and despatch mail without restr~e~ion 
other than that imposed by censorship. 

In order to give the detainees as much autonomy as is consistent with 
good administration, a Detainment .Arca Committee has been formed to deal with 
all matters concerning the social, cultural and religious )J fe of th:; 
Community. The members of this Committee arc elected by the detat :..wes ... For 
this purpose the Camp is divided into four national groups based 01~ their 
country of origin, i.e~, Austria, Danzig~ Czechoslovakia~ the f:o-..i.\·th group 
consisting of detainees from all other countries. Each of thcsu na~ional groups 
is further subdivided into units of twenty five who elect their own group 
1eaders; from these group leaders are elected the nat:tonal 1endei."S (lman end 
1 woman) who represent their national group on the Dctaiument .Area Committee. 

One of the many functions of this Committee has been the management of a 
"Camp Fund" which hns been sot up to provide comforts for destitute detainees~ 
This fund is maintained partly by voluntary contribut i ons froill th0se aotainees 
who have received money from abroad and partly by donations r 0ccived from 
charitable organisations outside tho Camp. 

Tho Detainment Arca Committee has proved of great assistance to the Camp 
administration by acting as "agent de liaison" between the detainees and the 
Ce.mp authorities. 

Everything possible ie being done to keep the members of the Ca.mp fully 
occupied. All work connected with the mnintcnance of the Ceunp is done by them. 
Workshops for the manufacture of clothing, boots and shoes, furniture~ kitchen 
utensils, etc. 1 have been established within the precincts of the Camp, There 
has been no lack of recruits for this kind of work and mnny unskilled det~inccs 
are receiving tro,ining in va.rioue trades under the supervision of skilled 
craftsmen. Many detainees aro also employed 1n the growing of ~cgotablee in the 
Crunp gardens. 

Detainee doctors, dentists and nurses play a prominent part of ministering 
to the sick at the Camp Hospital ably assisted by members of the local V,A.n. 
This body consists of young women resident in the Colony, who spend long houre 
of duty at the hospital. Through the cooperation of the local Medical authori
ties many men and women detainees are undergoing a course of training in Nursingo 

Elementary and Secondary schools have been equipped for the education of 
the children, attendance of children from 6 to 16 years of age being compulsoryo 
In addition to tuition in Classics, Science and other subjects, the older 
children are given two hours' practical training each day in the Camp workahopso 



Evening classes for adult detainees in Englishr Hebrew, Mathematics, Book_.. 
kecpingr Shorthand, Physics, Chemistry~ Hygiene .. i:.r3~; .A-i.dr Agricultural 
Science and gardening arc also held.. These clat-:. ~•.:J ,~T c attended ·oy about 
700 echolnrs of both scxcso Lectures arc gratui •; ::..-,12ly given by prcminent 
members of the Island1s British ---Community as \'\•Jil as by Deta~.n00 teachers ., 

The Camp possesses a Library well stocked vrith Engl.ish and. I ·r~nch books 
received from charitable institutions. Books in German and Heb:r-e'1i languages 
e.re not available locally and consequently would be gx·ea-r,ly e.ppre~iated~ 

A Daily Camp Newspaper is published through which the detain~es are 
kept acquainted with events outside the Colony,, The deta.:nees· good A may be 
purchased. The profits accruing from the sale of these goods rovex·t to the 
Camp Fund. 

Every facility is provided for orthodox Jews to carry out their religious 
observances. Special provision has boon made fer f.hc cooking of food for the 
orthodox group and cases of Mazoth bread for the :f~ast of the Passo~·er were 
kindly sent '\tY the Jewish community in South .Air· i1.!a~ 

In the sphere of recreation, no effort hae been spared. Musical 
instruments were either purchased or obtained through chorit~blc institutions 
~nd orchestrns and jnzz bonds organized. On fo,.:i.r days a week concerts and band 
performances nre arranged. A recreation room hfls been constructed: in which 
many good plays ~nd revie~e have been producedo 

Fncilities for sports have been provided and the football field, volley 
be.11 and deck tennis courts are very popular, r:>t:• rt tcularly with younger members 
of the communityo A swimming pool for the chi}.dren has been fitted up and 
parties of atults and children are taken to the seaside daily. 




