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COPY 

HOTEL ST. REGIS 

Fifth Avenue and Fifty-fifth Stree 

NEW YORK April 30th, 1942 

Dr. Abba Hille) Silver 
NAtional Chairman 
United Palestine Appeal 
41 East 42nd Stre , City 

My dear Dr. Silver, (salutation written by hand) 

I h ve your very kim 
day's da e. It go .s without 
~in anxiou. to help the Unite 
but I must warn you th t I 
tru king into a microphone. I 
aversion for the ·nstrument, 

1 tter of to­
ying tha I 

Jewi h Appeal, 
t my oret in 

have a natural 

I shall be useful in furtherin 
I shall do my best. 

t if you th·nk 
the canp, ign, 

It was good to se you yesterday. 

·(the follo ing is hnmwritten) 

Your ever 

Ch. Weizmann 



0 N T H E R O A D T O V I C T O R Y 

Text of Radio Address 

By DR. CHAIM WEIZMANN 
President, Jewish Agency for Palestine 

National Broadcasting Company, Thursdey, May 14, 6:30 P ..• 

Auspices, United Jewish Appeal for Refugees, Overseas Needs and Palestine 

............. -
I have been in this country about four weeks, and have obsarved a great 

transformation since my last visit. America has entered into the war, and this 

hns brought a new faith into the henrts of froedorn-loving peopb s throughout 

the world. This spirit has penetrated into the darkest corners of the oarth. 

It has given the signcl to nll peoples ovcrywhere,-thRt we arc on tho road to 

victory. 

The wnr nims of the United Nations as outlined by President Roosevelt 

have mndc kin of every freedom-loving humnn being, from No~,,ny to Greece, from 

Fro.nee to Yugoslavia. The millions who ht',ve been captured, but not conquered, 

the millions who have been enslaved, but not won over, have boon ins·pired by the 

utterances of your President. 

The Jews, who \•rore the first victims of Hi tl or' s attack, neve r lost 

hope or fo.ith, though the 1-:orld nt lo.rgc rcmo.inod indiffere:it, n.t the beginning, 

at ony rate, to their fate. If ns long a.go as 1933 tho free n~tions of the ,orld 

had considered thri.t Hi tle r 1 s violent attack upon the Ju ,s in Gormn.ay .,rns of 

sufficient importance to w~rnnt prompt ~nd offoctivo action, thi~ ontire ,~rld 

conflagrntion might hrivc been averted. It is only boc,.uso the ,1orld po ,,ors 

accep ted Hitler's lie thnt ho was simply fightint.~ a "JowiGh w".r" that tncy lost 

sight of his ul timato o jecti ve and noGlect d t int crvone. 

The enormous losses hich the Je -,s have sustained will remain de.rk 

stains on the pages of history. Yet we carry on. For no persecutions can break 

the spirit cf an ancient race or destroy the faith of tho Jews in democracy - a 

faith rooted in their most hallowod tradition. But we have a r1 ht to expect tho 

solution of the Jewish nroblcm to be made a part of the entire progrrun for post­

war reconstruction. It must not a.gain be po .. tponcd, delayed or pigeonholed. 

Wo mnko this domnnd because wo cwnot contcmpl .. tc a re ival of chaos in which the 

sligh to st o conomic or poli ticnl tremor 1111 once n ain s ct off di. s turbru.1ccs 

using the J0 ws as scnpego, t nnd :is wcn.por!s to shntter tho "iOr~.ce of tho orld. 

The United lntions must fo.co this problem nqunroly. Shnll thoy ~preach the 

Jewish problem courageously and seek a constructive solution in the face of 
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undeniable difficulties? Or shall they lay it aside and risk the repetition of 

rabid anti-Semitism hitched to any new political adventurers that might seek to 

e□ulate Hitler in the ye~rs to come? How is the reconstruction of the Jewish 

people to be achieved? 

Following the first world war, two stops ucre takan in ~ attempt to 

clnrify a.nd stnbilize the status of tho Jews l\.nd oth13r rninori tios. The rights 

of the Jews in their respective countries of origin were internationally estab­

lished and recognized ruid the League of N~tions issued a Mnndate to Great 

Britain for the establishment of a J 0 wish National Home in P lestinc. The aims 

of neither of these prograns have as yet been realized with nr;y degree of 

fulfillment. Nevertheless they are the cornerstone upon which a fnr-reo.c'ing 

reconstruction program will have to be devised following the present conflict. 

In this the .American people will undoubtedly wish to mrute their leadership and 

influence felt. 

Recognition must be given to the primary position of Palestine as a 

homeland for the Jewish people and as the one country where large-scale 

immigration and colonization will be possible. It is both in the living 

consciousness of the Jew and in the living consciousn13ss of the world, that 

Palestine and the Jewish people arc scon ns complementary. It is through tho 

contact of the J 0 ws with Pale £tine that enomous energies wcro released - energies 

which hrul been stored up for thousrmds of ya .'J.rs, wni ting for the opportunity to 

nnnifest thor.1s0lves. When the opportunity cn."':'le they were trn.nsforr.iod into a 

force which gave birth to the unpP_r;:,J.loled achicver.ionts of the Jewish honol~nd. 

It can be said of the Jewish people that its de~tiny, tomorrow or todcy, is to 

reconstruct its spirit :md its f, rn in tho lnnd of its origin. 

It is highly signific:mt th~t in a period when nankind is enduring its 

greatest moral and spiritual ordeal , Pnlcstino l;tas once more assumed a position 

of unique importance. The Jews who have gone there to rebuild their lifo and 

revive the traditions of their people have developed a strong, proud and product ive 

community of 550,000 men, women and children. They are building, fighting, 

sacrificing for the cause of free humanity. Town awi village, industry n.nd 

agriculture - all of these accomplishments which have received help through the 

United Palestine Appeal, have been hnrnossed to the wa:r effort. Thousands of 

men and women have joined the British forces on the M1ddlc En. tern front. They 

have not only offered, they hnve demanded the right to do more in the battle 

for human liberty. But however decisive the role of Palestine during the war, 

history has assigned an even greater role to that ancient land in the post-war 



era. Palestine is the bridge between three continents, linking the East and the 

We s t nnd struidini gunrd over the route fror.1 Europe to India. :Seen.use of its 

strategic position, the United States, England ruid Russia arc n~turclly inte rested 

in developing tho Near n.nd Middle East and the nodernization of Pn.lestino clearly 

points the wey to the revival of the e:n ti:r.e Medi terr['..."1.ean arec... 

The problem of post-war reconstruction will be so. vnst thc'..t no 

private o,gency or philnn thropy wi 11 b, able t o cope with it. :Sut any i 11ter­

government al action vill have to be based on the experiences of such agencies ns 

those which are rep reser:.ted in the United Jewish Appe:tl f or _ .. efuge0s, Ovcrsen.s 

Needs ;md Palestine. The record of the p:1st decnde reven.ls that w:ntevcr hn s 

been accoI!lpl2ahed throu{#l America in the rescue of the victims of persecution wn.s 

almost solely the result of the efforts of the Joint Distribution Conn ittcc, the 

United Pa.le stine Appeal Md the National Ref~ee Service. 

For exar.1ple, the United Palestine Appeal has helped in the scttlo~cnt 

in Pru.estine of nore than 300,000 refugees since 1933. The agricultural nnd 

industrial development of tho Jewish N~tional Hone throU{"')1 the sup~ort of the 

United Palestine Appeal hn~ e~l:"trged the capacity of Pnlos tine to receive 

additional hundreds of thousm-ids of refugees fter the war. 

During tho tine I spent in Lisbon ,aiting for a Clippe r t o t~G nc t o 

the United States, I hro nn excellent opportunity to ,bserve n.t fir s t honcl the 

relief n.ctivi ties of the Joint Distributi on Conni tteo. I ca":le to ndnirc the zen.l 

nnd devotion with hich D~. Joseph J. Schwartz, t ho European Chnironn of the 

J.D.C. n.nd his colleague, Etrnnuel Rosen, car:-ied on t heir .rork. The CX]_jOricnco 

which t he J.D.C. has n.ccunulated since its est bli rJ10~t t10nty- oven yonrs o 

has enabled this agency t u carry on w~ relief activitjes t odey in ddcly 

scattered sections of t Le globe. 



Despite the fact that Ar,ierica is at war , the work of emi rating 

refugees from Europe continues. While I was in Lisbon , in addition to earlier 

boats, contracts were signed for two boat sailings for the rescue of 1~ ,roo 

persons who hcJ,d been anxiously waiting to escape to a haven overseas . As I 

spoke to sono of the prospective passe~gers , I was profoundly moved by the 

happiness vh i .:L shone from their faces . 

I a-:i also raindful of the fact that the National R,J fugoo Service hn.s 

boon responsible for tho ndjust□cnt and retrr\ining of the refugees who :1ave 

found n wclcone in this country in the highest spirit of Amoricrm h ospitn.lity . 

'Wherever the refugees hnve been given n h:.:1:..;-en they rewt1rdod that lruid with skill 

and tclonts of excen tional vn.luo . We hnve soen in Britain nnd I hnve seen here 

in the United States how those , whose loynl ty t o dcraocrn.cy hns e::o no t:1r ough tho 

ordeal of Nnzi oppression h~vo thrown thenselvos wholeheartedly into every 

sphere of WEil' n.ctivi ty to hn.sten tho dey of ·rictory for freedoo . Thnt service 

of givi~ the refugees in your nidst the r.1e~s to sh~c in the tnsks of r, ro­

duction for the wri.r is in i tsclf n,":'lplo test i nony tn the r- chicvoocnts cf the 

National Refugee Service. 

Those nre tho p rogrn.:1S which arc boin'; sup"1or tod t hr ou:~h tho cnnpnign 

of the United J ewish Appc~l . Surely this w~rk oust be given every support in 

this crucial tine been.use we have plede;ed ourselves t ,) s1.1pport t ho dcnocratic 

cnuso v.rherever rrnd however it crm be str0ncthened. But the sir;nificnnco of these 

rescue activities transcends t ho present er.1urgency. They nro in effect the 

scnffolding on which n his tory- nr>king pror_;rc':'1 of poG t - w~r reconstruction cnn 

be sot up through the coopcr::.ti on of tha United Nntions. T:lo Anoricnn iiCOple 

wh o nre in the van of tho s trup;, ·le f or t he li b0r,'.ti. on of mri.1kind \A i 11 with out 

question o.lso stnnd ready to lc,'ld t ho way to t he r os t orntion of the ::'.')C0plo s 

who hnvo been b nttcrod nnd porsccutod by tho f orces '.) f Gvi 1. Out of th0 p r e sent 

inferno nust 01:ierge a now huoruiity worth.y 0f tho froo ciYilizntion f or wl1icl .. so 

nony nrc r; ivine their lives . 



UNITED PALdsTiNE APPEAL 
41 EAST f2nc$ STREET 

' . . 1 .. 
,( : ' • 

MEMORANDUM 

Date May 15, 1942 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

From Mr. Henry ·on tor 

Subject 

In vie of the fact that a meeting has been called by r. Rosenwald, as intended 
in the attached memorandum, I think it would be very important for the prestige 
of the UPA a..nd certainly for the prestige of Dr. leizmann that you call :r. Rosenwald 
to express resentment at any inquiry as to what Dr. Weizmann has said. 

I hope that you agree with my view point on this. If it is to be made into an 
issue the UPA should make its position unmistakably clear. 

The telephone number of r. Rosenwald is Ashland 4-79'0 
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TO: 

FRO?-t: 

Subject: 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Jonah B. Wise {~ 15, 1942 
Mr. Arthur Greenleigh 
Mr. Henry ontor 
Mr. Roman Slobodin 
Mr. Meyer F. Steinglass 

Mr. Isidor Coons 

Meeting to discuss United Jewish Appeal broadcast of Thurs~, May 14th. 

Mr. William Rosenwald, National Chairman, has asked me to convene 
a meeting for the above noted purpose at the office of the United 
Jewish Appeal on }. ond.ay morning, ay 18th at 1130 A. M. 

Mr. Rosenwald regards this as aver ~ortant meeting and urges 
your presence. 

IC:BMW (signed) Isidor Coons 
cc: William Rosenwald 



41 EAST 42nd STREiT 
• 

MEMORANDUM 

Date May 15, 1942 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

From Henry fontor 

Subject 

In view of the fact that tnere may be repercussions to this incident, I am 
calling it to your attention. It refers to the broadcast which Dr. Weizmann 
delivered on behalf of the UJA on Thursday, May 14th. 

You will recall that you had originally invited Dr. Weizmann to give this 
broadcast. Dr. Weizmann I s name had been considered and approved by "the 
agencies" of the UJA prior to the extension of the invitation to him by you. 

Instead of taking it for granted that Dr. veizmann would give appropriate 
consideration to the JDC and the HRS, as well as to Palestine, the JDC and the 
NRS began hammering away a week before the broadcast to demand that Dr. Weizmann 
insert certain references to the JDC. The material which the JDC submitted was 
placed before Dr. Weizmann. He incorporated it into his preliminary draft, but 
a day before the broadcast Mr. Joseph Hyman and -r. William Rosenwald submitted 
formal protest to the UJA saying that they were completely unsatisfied , 1th the 
document, that it did injustice to both the JDC and the MRS. On Thurs~ after­
noon of the broadcast at 4 o'clock additional material that was submitted by 
Mr. Hyman was in turn transmitted to Dr. we, zma.rm. who incorporated the largest 
part of it into the text of his address. I understand that the morning following 
the broadcast both the JDC and the lffiS expressed resentment that Dr. eizmann had 
not said much more about these agencies. 

I have rarely seen a more flagrant exnioition of boorishness and bad manners than 
were displayed by both the JDC and the NRS in this matter. The violence of the 
comment expressed 1th regard to Dr. ielzmann both before and after the broadcast 
merely demonstrated further the comment I made to you when you •ere here as to the 
burdens of being 11 in Golos 11 • 

I am not at all concerned about the incident because it is merely an extension of 
an attitude with which I have been unfortun tely familiar for almost four years. 
But it happens that these "big 11 people will not go directly to the source but 
ill take it out on poor Steinglass, who was completely helpless in this situation 

and did everything to meet the requests made of him by "the 8€encies". After all, 
it was Dr. Weizmann who wrote the speech and delivered it. Apparently the JDC and 
the NRS thought that Dr. Weizmann could be used as an errand boy to read off the 
latest publicity release issued from their offices. 

For quite a long time now Mr. Coons , Mr. Hyman, Mr. Rosenwald and other represent­
atives and officers of the JDC and URS have been "gunning" for Mr. Steinglass. 
The reason for that is overwhelmingly because he happens to have been associated 
with the UPA prior to his association with the UJA. It is in these seemingly 
trivial but nevertheless deeply irritating incidents that the honesty of the good 
faith pretended by these people is measured. 
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I do hope that nothing develops with this situation that would in any WBJ' give 
further offense to tne dignity of Dr. Weizmann. 

I am enclosing her8'rlth the text of Dr. Weizmann 1 s address for you to judge whether 
or not he was fair to all concerned. I think you will agree that if any protest 
is made, as it is likely to be, it will~ be solely because Dr. Weizmann did not 
go out of his way to be sympathetic to the UJA as a whole. 

P. s. Since dictating the above a memo has been circulated at the request of 
Mr. William Rosenwald for a meeting on Monday :aorning, May 18th, at 11:30, to 
discuss this si~uation. Apparently a cause celebre is involved. 

HM:EH 
Encls. 
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CABLE ADDRESS " SAINTRe:GIS NEW YORK .. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

ll l 
June 1, 1942 

I am inviting the member• of the A~rican 
Emergency Committee for Zionist .Affairs to meet with 
me on Tliesd.ay, June 16th, at 3 P .• at the St. Regis 
Hotel. The meeting will continue for the rest of th 
day and evening. 

It is desirable the.t we should have a free 
exchange of views and opinions regarding the present 
Zionist situation and the immediate tasA ahead. e 
should do this now before t e summer months set in. 

I therefore hope that regardless of other 
engagements, you will meke every effort to attend 
this meeting. 

Very cordially yours, 

/2 

FR 



June 5,142 

Dr. Chaim .eiZllWUl 
Hotel St • . e~is 
Fifth 1enue Fifty-fifth tr et 
Nev. .:or , .". • 

.~ de r Dr. ,eizmann1 

I ill in e Yor on Tu sd y 
and • • 1e ... d , the • t..ri &."'ld l th and I sh ll 

et n 
June 16th, 
t ' t d • 

e in 
r • .; 

l 1Blt 

th ur o:: C on OU 
, po .., y i n t · 1 I 
o e •ou. 

I'{ 

kin · 
in 

V r co 1 OU.1 1 
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Jun 12, 1942 

Dr. Chai.a eismann 
Hot el St. Regis 
Fifth enue and Firt -.fifth 0 treet 
le .... ork, .Y. 

e r Dr. ,eismanna 

I enclosing r • ith t r s 
.'flu.ch I (eli the o • t. rs. ·1e:lzmenn 

, r r it I V to end it. 

I th th 
marmificent one, one o. 

rf ctl7 
re sive hich 

'-le done your I h ve ttendad, d it sh 
h rt good. 

a 

P.s. 
or th 

1th 11 go wi·hes, I remain 

o t cord~ Uy our .. , 

Is 1 be in 'e ork on the 25 
on.th and I sh 11 c 11 on you. 

d 24th 

(. 
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COPY OF CABLE TO I.ORD HALIFAX 

(Sent fron Chicago) June 20, 1942 

IN ·VIErr OF THE PRESENT Z .XRGENCY ET T".dE 1 ~IDDLE EAST I RESPECTFU'LLY 

REITERATE OUR ARD!!TT 7.ISH TO TAKE A GREA.T3R PART IU THE STRUGGLE .AGAn ST 

THEl IHV.A.DIHG ARMIES AlID 'l10 PARTICIPATZ l.X)BE DIRECTLY Al'\JD EFF:@0TIV3LY IN 

THE DEFEHSE OF PA.LESTI:;]t THIS .AS YOU KUOrT CAN OliTLY BE .ACHIEVED BY TRE 

ORGAlUZATI01'! OF A. JEUISH ::ILIT.ARY FORCE OUT OF THE EXISTIHG UlTITS .AND 

THEIR AUG;fr.:NTAS:Io:r TF..BOUGH FURTHZR ENLIS'Z.:EiTT nr P.ALESTillE TO ]IGHT tn:!D:ER 

ITS om1 FLAG UlID:cfil BRITISH co;::AllD. 

I UOULD LIKE TO SUBt:~IT THIS RE~EST THROUGH YOU TO THE PRii.tE HNISTER 

TT'HOSE HISSION I TRUST UILL BE EMINENTLY SUCCESSFUL AND TIRO AS A. RESULT OF 

THE IDnG DISCUSSIOUS o:: 'IIE:J SUBJEC~ IS F~IILIAR ';;ITH :E\8.RY ASPECT OF TBZ 

PLAl!. l.:ORE TEW EV:illl I Al. co~rvI:TC:aD :rorr IS TEE TI1iE TO I:J)grEnJT THE 

PF.OHISE gADE ~DRE THAN A YEA.R AGO. FOR IT 'JILL 1 OT 01rLY COl.TRIBUTZ 

SU:SSTAl TI.ALLY TO ~HE DEFE.SE r:r TEE CBITICAL AREA BUT UILL ALSO aA.VE AN 

~orunus EFF~CT O"f TF.2 ;:o~ OF AM.ERICA1'1 A:1) :TORLD JZT.RY. I AM EQ;UALLY 

CONVIMCZD THAT f.'ITHOUT I J ANY 'JAY DIS7t.TRBI:TG TIG SITtTAr:iIOlT IU THE 1·IDDLE 

EAST SUCH AU ACT OF SL:PLE JUSTICE ~:1D PBt1D~ CE AT THIS TI' :E UILL GO A 

I.ONG UAY TOUARDS CIGA.TI: G THAT GOODi:ILL TOUA.BDS T~ BRITISH CAUSE I1 THIS 

COUNTRY SO ~SZ:iTI.A.ri .A.T TE:IS CRUCIAL :D}~ff. 

ORAD:1 UEIZi~ 



COPY OF UTTER 
1l'Q Er. ~IliSTON CHURCHILL 
FBOM Dr. CF..AIH i"TEIZ?:AIDJ 

June 25, 1942 

On learning of the ne\7s of the fall of Tobruk rrhich reached ne 
uhile I uas in Chicago last ueek, I tool:: occasion to s e,nd a telegrDD i;o 
Lord Halifax, the contents of uhj_ch I hope oay h a:ve been brought to your 
attention. I attach a copy and should like to add a few Yrords -b~/ rm;]' of 
nnplification on one or tPo ~oints. 

The neu and critical clevelopnents in the nilitary situation in the 
Eiddle East inpel r:ie to put before ~rou again!) as a oatter of extreoe urgency, 
the proposal for the organization of a nilitary force, composed prinarily of 
Jer:rs from Palestine, to fie;ht in the ~iddle :East under British Cor.rr.nnd. Your 
express approval in Septeraber 1940 of a si~ilar proposal, rrr1icil I then had 
the honor to subni t to ~rou, uas for var ious reasons not acted upone Today 
again, the Jeus of Palestine are facing a period of suprene danger. It is 
not only the annihilation of our ,1ork but the actual p!1ysical existence of 
nearl7 6001 000 Jens in Palestine nhich is at stake. 

Approxioately 14,000 Jens from Palestine are at present enrolled in 
various British nili to.ry and nir force fornations. For the most part they 
are organized in auxiliary technical and pioneer units, in the ground forces 
of the RAF, and in a nunber of infantry co:opa.nies station in Palestine, 
These diverse and scattered units fail altogether to meet the clain of 
Palestine Jeury to defend theoselves through a sincle, organized nilitary 
force of their oun, fighting under their onn flag alongside the armies of the 
United Nations. At least t,10 and probabl;r three divisions could be raised 
in Palestine in this uay for innediate service. 

If I nay repeat TThat I said in the critical days of Ju~e 1940, if TI8 
co dom1 in Palestine, •;,e are entitled to co donn fi6hting. The Handatory 
Power is in duty bound to grant us this elenentarJr humn rigl1~. I knor; that 
I speak for the great nass of Jeus ever;ruhere uhen I say that the refusal to 
grant this right uill never be understood. I oost earnestly urge that you, 
uho perceived the m.sdora and justice of this claio nearly tuo years ago, 
should non see that it is implenented uithout delay. Speed may ooke all the 
difference betr;een life and death for us. 




