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,. y INUTES OF INTERVIEf WITH ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE 

SUMNER WELLES, W:EIHraSDAY • JULY 30, 1941 -

11 A.M. STATE D:BPARTMENT, WASHINGTON. D.C. 

1. As a natter of courtesy, I informed Mr. elles of the interva 

which I had with Am"tassador Oumanslcy the previous week. 

2. I then informed r. Welles of the fact that we were considering 

the holding of a Zionist Conference in the fall for the consideration of Zionist 

problems, to which we may wish to invite 25 or 30 leading Zionists from other 

countries; and I inqui r ed whether the State Department would facili t ete the holdiig 

of such a conference by granting permis ion to Zionist leaders to visit America 

for this purpose, it being understood that their st~ here would be temporary. 

Mr. elles first inquired whether the Conference would take place in 

New York, to which I replied that we had not yet considered the place since the 

plan for the Conference was still ten : ative. Mr. elles then said if we would 

submit to him the list of names, he would see to it that visas are granted. He 

went on to sugg .st that we give some considera tion to the question whether the 

holding of such a Conference, which would probably attract considerable publicity, 

might have repercussions among the Arabs in the ear East where Axis propaganda 

was still giving concern. In this connection he said it was not precluded tl:at 

Turkey might become involved and the Near East situation again become critical. 

The Arab issue would of course come to the fore again. 

I assured him that we would give careful consideration to the point. We 

had no intention of doing anything which might ~ravate the situation or cause 

embarrassment; but on the other band. deference to Arab sentiment might be carried 

too far. Normally we would be holding a biennial Zionist Congress this year, but 

since that is impossible, e felt it may become necessary to provide an opportunity 

for an exchange of views betw en representatives of the various parts of the 

movement. 
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Mr. Welles said that it is of course for us to decide whether to hold 

this conference, and repeated that he would take care of the list as soon as we 

submit it. 

3. I then referred to the statement he had made on a previous 

occasion that it was extremely unlikely that the British Government would 

attempt to make any major political changes in the Near Ea.st affecting Pale tine 

without previous consultation with the American Government; and that if the 

American Government were approached on such a matter, it woul inform the repre-
. 

sentatives of American Zionism and give them an opportunity to express our views. 

I pointed out that more recently there had been indications that the British 

Government may be contemplating steps involving the status of Palestine, and 

added that there was some apprehension in our circles lest und~r stre s of war, 

commitments might be made affecting the Je ish ational Home and ossibly pre

judging the post-war settlement. !J( inqui d whether it would be possible for 

the State Department to address itself to the British Government on this subject 

in order to secure assurances which would allay such apprehension. 

Mr. Welles replied that there was nothing in the information which 

bad reached him which would give rise to such appr·ehension, but that it was 

entirely possible for him to take the matter up with the British Government and 

that he was prepared to do so through Ambassador Winant. 

I thanked him for his readines to act and said we should like to 

consider the matter further and perhaps ubmit a memorandum setting forth our 

position. 

Mr. Welles said he would be very lad to have such a memorMdum which 

would be useful to him in aking up the question with the British Government • . 
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4. I took the occasion to inform Mr. Welles that we were thinking 

of observing the twenty-fourth anniversary of the issuance of the Balfour Declara

tion, on November 2nrlthrough public meetings and other appropriate means. These 

meetings would serve both to give expression to our s:,lidarity with the British 

cause and our support of the foreign policy of the United States, and at the 

same time give expression to our hope and conviction t hat the intent of the 

Balfour Declaration would be fully carried out. 

Mr. Welles remarked that we would no doubt bear in mind the point he 

raised in connection with the proposed conference; namely, the possible 

repercussion which our propaganda might have in the Near East. 

As I left, Mr.Welles said he expected. to receive in due course, the 

list of names, and our memorandum. 

Emanuel Neumann 
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(Excerpts) 

!NUTE OF INTERVIEW VlITH ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE SUMNER WELLES 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 50, 1941 - 11 A. v • STATE DEPT. , 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

5. I then referred to the statement he had made on a previous occasion 

that it was extremely unlikely that the British Government would attempt to 

make any major political changes in the Near East affecting Palestine without 

previous consultation with the American Government; and that if tlie American 

Government were approached on such a matter, it would inform the representatives 

of .American Zionism and give them an opportunity to express our views. I 

pointed out that more recently there had been indications that the British 

Government ml\Y' be contemplating steps involving the status of Palestine, and 

added that there was some apprehension in our circles lest under stress of war, 

commitments might be made affecting the Jewish National Home and possibly pre

judging the post-war settlement. I inquired whether it would be possible for 

the State I)epartment to address itself to the British Government on this subject 

in order to secure assunmces which would allay such apprehension. 

r. Welles replied that there was nothing in the information which had 

reached him which would give r ise to such apprehension, but that it was 

entirely possible for him to take the matter up with the British Government and 

that he was prepared to do so through .Ambassador Winant. 

I thanked him for his readiness to act and said we should like to consider 

the matter further and perhaps submit a memorandum setting forth our position. 

Mr. Welles said he would be vecy glad to have such a memorandum which would 

be useful to him in talcing up the question with the British Government. 
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MURRAY HILL t-1160 

Cmergencg Committee /or ZioniJt cA//airJ 

Dr. Abba Hillel Sil.ver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abbaa 

-41 EAST "42nd STREET 
ROOM 1121 

NEW YORK CITY 

Auguste, 1941 

I am sending you herewith for your own information minute 

ot the interview I had with Under Secretary Welles on July ro. 

With kindest regards, I aa as ever 

Enc. 
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E ERGENCY CO&IITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

41 East 42nd Street 
Room 1121 

New York City 

h ..--------

. w <. I 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

August 6, 1941 

I am sending you herewith for your own information 

minute of the interview I had with Under Secreta.cy Welles on 

July 50. 

With kindest re ards, I am as ever 

Yours, 

(Signed) Dnanuel 

EMANUEL EOMANN 

• 
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Hon. Swnner Welles, 
Under Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

V 

r . 

August 7, 1941 

Suppleme~ting the recent meetine which r. »nanuel 
eumann on behalf of the Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs 

had with you, I have the pleasure of submitting herewith the memo
ra.ndwn which he undertook to submit on our behalf. le hold our
selves in readiness for a conference with you touching this problem 
should you ·f ind it necessary further to discuss the matter with us. 

I am. dear Mr. Secretary. with most hearty 
greetings 

Faithfully yours, 

Stephen 8. lise 
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Hon. Sumner 1elles 
Under Secretary of tate 

ashington, D.C. 

DP-ar r. Secretary: 

August 7, 1941 

Supplementing the recent meeting hich 
Mr. Emanuel Neumann on behalf of the ]mergenoy Com
mittee for Zionist Affairs had with you, I have the 
pl·asure of submitting h re 1th the memorandum which 
he undertook to submit on our behalf. e hold our
selves in readiness for a confe nee with you touching 
this problem, should you find it n s ary further to 
discuss the matter with us. 

I am, is • ~ dear r. ecretary, with mot 
hearty gr~etings 

Faithfully yours, 

tephen s. Wise 

(MW-1/14/44) 



MURRAY HILL 2-1160 

Cmergencg Committee /or ZioniJt cA-//airJ 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abbaa 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
ROOM 1121 

NEW YORK CITY 

August 7, 1941 

Enclosed herewith is copy ot the memorandum submitted 

to Under Secretary of State Welles, together with covering letter, 

which speak for themselves. 

&nanuel Neumarin 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Washin ton 

Septembers. 1941 

My dear Dr. Wise: 

On behalf of Mr. Welles. who is on leave. I 

wish to acknowledge the receipt of your letter fo Au.gust?. 1941. 

referring to hie recent conversation with Dr. Fmanuel Neumann 

on the eubject of the future of Palestine. The receipt ie also 

acknowledged of the memorandum enclosed with your letter. in which 

reference is made to Mr. Wellea 1 previoua conversation with you 

and Mr. Nahum Goldmann. 

In thank\~ you for t hese communic tions wed&

aire to express our appreciation of the readiness of the :Bmergency 

Con i tt f or Zionist Affairs to discuss the problem further should 

it be necessary to do so. 

I am. my dear Dr. Wise, 
Sincerely yours• 

A.A. :BERLE, JR. 

Rabbi Stephen S. Wise. Ph.D .• 
11:mer ency Corrmittee for Zionist .Affairs 

41 East 42nd Street 
New York. N.Y. 
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