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pr 1 27, 1942 

r. an 11 L. illkie 
15 Broad treet 
N York, N.Y. 

e resident r the orld Zionl ._ Or ... an • ,,_ 
Dr. Chai eizmann, one of th .orld ' remost ci 
ha rec ntl rri b;, Clip gland. :hen 

with iI1l n London, a :e ex.~ 
great ce-ire to eet you and .el it 

ion, 
tit, 

I 

l)out cert in matte· of re .. t • rld Jewry 
nd Pale tine. It ould 1 v )1 sur indeed 

if ·ou could et asi e an hours d for uch a 
me tin • I ould ve~ h ppy to accompany Dr. 
• eismann. I p to b in N Y rk on on d 
Tu da , • a ll and 12. oul ou be free on e th r or 
the ad ye? It not, ould :, ou u est time conveni nt 
for 'ou? 

Tho h lonB an dmirer f ou nd your .ork, I 
ve s • et not h the pl sure and pri vileg o . eting 

... ou. 1th all good _ . es, I recui.in 

o t cordi ly our., 

tBK 



WEND ELL L . WILLKI E 

15 BROAD STREET 

NEW YORK 

April 29, 1942 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

Thank you very much for your letter of 
April twenty-seventh. I was delighted to hear from 
you and would certainly enjoy meeting Dr. Wei?mann 
as you suggest. 

Unfortunately, however, I must be in 
Schenectady for a talk at Onion College on the 
eleventh and on the twelfth my son will be graduated 
from the Naval Training School on the Prairie State. 
Immediately after the exercises, e are leaving for 
Rushville, Indiana, for ten days or two weeks. 

Upon my return, I shall be more than 
happy to see Dr. Weizmann at any time, and of course, 
I hope that you will be able to come East again also. 

I am so sorry that we will miss connec­
tions this time, and I sincerely hope that we will be 
able to arrange a later date. 

Again, many thanks for your thoughtfulness 
and the best of luck to you. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street At Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

yo s, 
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QU)IWJDQM OR DlfflSE or P♦I,HtIQ AID TBS JDS 

The Iasis are ne~ the gate• ot Palestine. The inTaeion ot that 

countr;r b7 Hitler, nen temporarily, may r ult in the com lete annihilati ;:>n ot 

the Jewish communit7 there- men, women and children- and the total deat,ruction 

or their work b7 the Basis with the help or the Mutti. To the Jevi h peo le 

throughout the vorld, this w1ll aean more than the ma sacre or some 600,000 Jews, 

it will be the ruin ot their Third Tem leJ the destruction or their Holy or 

Holie. 

Repeated efforts and offers made since the beginning or the v r by Jews 

ot Pale tine to mobil ize all their re ources along side Great Britain, were, with 

tev xceptions, rru trated. 1th the Italian attack on gpt in the summer ot 

1940, the British arm7 required as •anr men ae it could get. The Arab allies or 

Great Britain in the Middle Eat, Egypt and Iraq, chose to remain neutr 1. Onl.7 

Jewish Pale tine vae eager to provide then ceesary anpower. But the Pale tine 

Administration, pursuing a polic7 ot ap se nt to rd the Mutti and hi friend, 

sav to it that the erYices or the Jeve hould be lillited, and confined to non­

combatant unite. When the threat ot invasion to Palestine came ne rer and the Jews 

there insisted on their right to detend their oountey, the government could hardly 

resist this claim, and it was decided to rorm Jewi h fightin units. But the 

p easers qualitied this deci ion by introducing the princi le or" arity," 1Mb 

••ant that only as mar17 Jevi h righting units could be rormed, s ther a7 b 

Arab units. As the Pale tine Arabs shoved no greater eagemes to tight on the 

ide or the Unit d Nations than the E tiane ~d the Iraqian, the decision to 

have Jewish righting unit conditioned by parity could not aaount to verr much. 

The otrioial re 1110n tor the refusal to mobilize the Jews ot Pale tine wa• 

lack or equipment. But the Jew neTer reque ted reterential treatment. All the7 

asked w the e meaeur or equi ment su lied to Briti h troo throughout the 

orld. Another re son sometime giYen wa tu.t the mobilization or Jews mi ht 
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upset the Arabs. What Arabel Pro-lasi Arabe ( •1 ther becauee thq hate the 

British, or belieYe in Hitler's 'Yictory, or SJllpathiu with taacist ideals) 

cannot be bought ott by eacriticing the Jave. Tho • Arab who want the d•ocraci•• 

to win ■u t welcome an additional tore• tighting filth the United latione. levi•h 

Units, which tought in Sgypt and L7bia, and thos stationed in Pale tine, 

Jew ot Palestine claia th •l•entary right, denied to no people in the world, 

to detend them elves and their country- and tight the mortal en•y or their peo le 

and of huaanity. 

A.boqt 13,00 men are alr ad7 enlisted in special Jewish unit in arious 

military serrioe • infantry, artillery-, air force, navr, t chnical. An additional 

1,000 are erving in the ollce, which is now militarized. It roperly organized, 

the resent Jewish units, vill constitute a single division. In addition, at least 

three •ore Jewish divisions dan b 1.■mediate~ rai ed. 

The war po~en'1&1 ot Jewish Pale tine• y em ver, little in the sca1e ot 

thi global r. But on the Palestine front it may play not incon iderabl, and, 

under certain oircwa tancea, perha a decisive role. A dirlsion or two aq tip 

the scales in a crucial battle. hen it it does not a sure victorrJ it aay ettect 

delay'. And a delay ot the inve ion or Pale tine may mean the ditter n•• between 

urrlval and destruction. 

It may be that with all the Jeve ot Pal tine tightin to the last, inv eion 

and destruction cannot be avoided. But"" n then it vill be m tter ot eu relle 

iaportanoe whether Jeve ot Pal etine perish as oldiere and ■en tighting their 

en•i•• or are slaughtered like deten eleee sheep. Should our people in P aleetine 

be aaseacred, havin& been denied the right ot eelt-det nee b7 the Mandatory power, 

it will not only be a ■oat trapo dieast r tor Jews. It will deal a fatal blow 

to the pr tige ot th Britiah goYernaent and bring grave moral daaag• to the 

caus or the United lationa. P•blic opinion throughout the cin.lized world vUl 
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be aroused ag int this wanton eacrU'ioe or a peo l n dl eely deprived or 

the means or elr-derenee. 

ThaN is no tiae to be lo t. ~ the triendly intervention or the 

President or the United State with his British all,1 can avert the catastrophe 

threatening Pale tine. A word from the President should make o ible the 

illmediat and iull aobilization ot all Jewi h aanpov r in Pale tine, without 

preference and without discrimination, on a basis or qualit7 with 11 other 

peo le. 

Jul.7 2, 1942 

aehington, D.O. 
David Ben-Ou.rion 
Chail"llan, lxecutiYe ot the Jewish Agenc7. 
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Dear Dr. Silver: 

Winthrop Hotel 
Lexington Avenue & 47 Street 
New Y0 rk 
August 27,1942 

After you tele~Jhoned me on Tuesday, I learned 

tha t illkie was to leave very soon d it would be impossible 

to arrange for a meeting. However, I sent him the attached 

letter and memorandum hich he got ju~t in the nick of time 

and this morni I received from him ackno le · ent, a copy 

of which I am also sending you. 

I thought you mi ht be interested in this 

exchange of letters. 

ith kind regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

5,/) . u~4- -

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland., Ohio 

David Ben-Gurion 



TO: DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

RE:EIVED - 12: 41 P.M. 
OCT. 19, 1942 
NEW YORK, N • Y • 

RECEIVED FOLLOWING IRE: 11 DEAR RABBI SILVER - RECEIVED YOUR IRE 

BY TELEFHONE. ILL BE IN m1N YOBK TH. LATTER PART OF THIS WEEK. 

WILL BE DELIGHTED TO SEE YOU. CALL l.'Y OFFICE AFTER MY ARRIVAL. 

CORDIALLY, WENDELL L. WILKIE" HAVE GIVEN COPY TO EMA mEL NEWMAN. 

REGARDS, 

HENRY MONTOR 




