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MIMJS or MEE'!:ING OF NA'l'IOWAA, @UIUISTWiVE QQYNC~., DIP ON S~AY,JUNE 22, 
1941, 1;00 P,M,, ,.T THE ZQA DADQIW\TEBS, l 7ZO - 16th St,S',1ASHINGTON, D. c, 

PBJl§W: Judge Louis I. Levinthal (in the Chair); Messrs. Samuel Berson, 
Maurice 11. Boukstein, Abraham Goodman, Loo Guzik, Sanuel Jud,nfreund, 
Samuel l'anarvogel, lbanuel Xo11mann, Mosos Bubinson, Bobert Szold, David 
Tannenbaum~ Leo \lilson - of Groator New York; Dr. Israel A. Abrams, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Babbi Isadoro Breslau, washington, D. C.; Dr • .Aaron Burman, 
Syracuso, 11. Y.; Daniol m.11son, Jlaltimoro, Md.; Babbi Loon Feuer, Toledo, 
Ohio; Barey B. J'rankol, Cincinnati, Ohio; Dr. llosos Gellman, &.l timore, Md.; 
.Albert Goldman, ltochostor, N. Y.; ~ Goldman, \iashington, D. c.; Joseph 
Halbert, Atlantic City, N. J.; Isidore Horshfield, ~ashington, D. C.; 
Seymour ll. Lovino, Peekskill, N. Y.; Barry .le Bachlin, Buffalo, N. Y.; 
Robert M. Travis, Atlanta, Ge..; Mr. and Mrs. John Safor, \le.shington, D. O.; 
Nathan.Savage, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Louis & Spieglor, itashington, D. c.; Saul 
s. Spiro, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Mrs. Baphael s. Turover, Jashington, n. o.i 
Carl Alpert, ·,7aehington, D. c.; L !arbarash, \7ash1ngton, D. o.; Dr. Simon 
Bernstein, Hew York City, N. Y.; Zvi Levavy, Washington, D. c.; R. A. Schulson, 
u~shjngton, D. C.; I. G. Simon, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 

keµqes for 4bsonco recoivod £ran Ilie :Borgor, Providence, B. I.; Bobert 
M. Bernstein, Philadelphia, Pa.; Babbi Eerbort I. :Bloom, Xingston, N. Y.; 
Babbi ~arnott L Bricknor, Cloveland, Ohio; Samuel Caploo, Dorcoster, Mass.; 
Babb~...Bl.iaa Charry, Indianapolis, Ind.; Lawrence ij. Crohn, Detroit, Mich.; 
Dr. Israel Jlfros, l3uffalo, N. Y.; Judge Henry ~lenbogen, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
A. L _,stein, Chicago, Ill.; .Alfrod J'loislean, st. Louis, lio4'; Dr. Harry 
Friedenwald, Daltimoro, Md.; Babbi Israel Gen1"11~, Chattanooga, Tenn.; 
Joa. 'Ooldberg, uorceeter, Mass.; Bab ci Solomon Goldclan, Chicago, Ill.; 
Donjamin R. Harrie, Chicago, Ill.; Babbi Jamos G. Hollor, Cincinnati, Ohio; 
Jo.cob B. Hoffman, Philadelphia, Pa.; iabbi ll:lward L. Israel, ~altimoro, Md.; 
I. M. Jaffe, !>utler, Pa.: li1u labatznick, Boston, Mass.; Jiirnund I. Xa.ufmann, 
Wo.ahington, D. C.; Prof. Gustavo llausnor, St. Louie, Mo.; Barry Lovino, 
Leominster, Masat: Babbi Joshua L. Liebman, lh-ookline, Mass.; Be.bbl Abrabam 
J. Mesch, Dirmingbam, J.la.; I. n. Y. Muchniclc, Loston, Kass.; IIarry .le Pine, 
Newark, B. J.; Jacob Babinovitz, Doston, Mass.; 6'aron Riche, Los Angelos, 
al.-U.; Dt-w! llo~ton J. Bobbins ► Bashua, B. II.; B. Bosenbaum, Plainfiold, N. J.; 
Col • .A. lI. iosenborg, Chicago, Ill.; Judge Jacob Schwolsley, IIartford, Conn.; 
llon~ 1£ra z. Shapiro, Clevoland, Ohio, Simon Shetzor, Dotroit, Hieb..; Chas 
T. Sitron, Utica, N. Y.; Bon. Elihu D. Stono, Doston, Mo.as.; Thoodore 
Strimling, Los Angeles, Calif~; Babbi S81'.dors A. 'l'ofield, IIouston, Texas; 
Samuel Unans)q, Meriden, Conn.; Maurice jornhardt, s. J. Dovows]q, Abrahac 
I!. Cohen, Yondel Fisher, B1man J'liegel, iabbi Joshua Goldborg, Babbi Israel 
Goldstoin, llurr,q I. Gurfein, Jacob Ish-lisbar, Dr. IIarris J. Levine, 
Babbi Israt>l II. Levinthal, Judge Julian \7. Mack, non. Hycan J. B.eit, Samuel 
J. Bothstein~ liabbi lid.ward 'l'. Sandrow, Ron. Carl ShQrman, Jo.cob Sincoff, 
Capt. Abraham 'l'ulin and Dr. Stephens. ;'iae - of Greater Hew York. 
Dr. lvahum Goldmann, Arthur l,ourie, and Dr. Martin Bosenbluth. 



• 

T};;le meetin~as callud to order at 1:30 P. M., with Judge Louis I. Lovintbal 
in the Cha!r. 

1. BJPORT OF THE EXECUTIVI DIBIQTQR, RQBI ISADORE BRESLAU:_ 
I 

~abbi Brcslau roportod briofiy on the general memborship situation, stating 
that the membership as of this date is about 40,000, somo 1,000 bolow the 
m81Q,bership total at the samo time last year. Ho pointed out, howevor, that 
thi$ time last year it was two weeks before tho Oonvontion an~ manberships 
wore coming in with roports of tho eloction of dolegates. This year, in 
viow of the postponomont of the Convention, Districts are holding back their 
final manborship reports until the end of June. Hence, the fact that last 
yoar at this time we had more manbers is not very disturbing. Bab bi Breslau 
\7as confident that at the Convention time tho manborship total would exceed 
that of last year. Some Regions, such as tho Southeastern Region, have 
already roachod their la.st year• s goal and will end this yoa.r with a sub­
stantialq increased mmbership. Dotroit and tho Uppor Michigan Region will 
end the year with an increase in membership from 600 (last yo~r) to over 
1,000 this yoar. fbo rest of tho country is holding its own and in several 
places thore will be an increase of from five to ten por cont. 

During the last fow months - Babbi Breslau continued - two factors contri­
buted to the genoral manborahip ai tuation. The first was the gonoral un­
cortainty early in tho yaar as to whethor there would be an indopondent United 
Palestine Appeal or a joint United Jowish jppoal. Tho second factor was the 
\Var and the fooling of defoatism in many sections of the country. Many 
Districtst because of the course of evonts, or becauso of their own laxity, have 
concluded that C1Ellborahip 1s not the important thing, that the important thing 
now is to save 1alostine. ie have boon hanraering away, in ono wa3 or another, 
against this tendoncy, ondoavoring to convince our own Zionists of the m­
portance of Zionist manborship. It appears, too, that the prosent economic 
uplift has found our Zionist loadors unproparod. Recontly, at tho Seaboard 
Regional Conf erenco, tho complaint wae mo.do that 11we cannot got out the me1n­
borship onrOll.mont bocauso wo are all so busy todw. 11 This tondoncy is ... 
sooething wo havo to considor. 

, Rabbi Broslau recallod his statanont at tho very first mooting of the Jb:ecutive, 
following the last Convention, that the ZOA could not very well assuce res­
ponsibility for oecbership and orgonizationnl work throughout tho country unloss 
there was a certain amount of contralized control ovor the Rogions and ovor 
tho Regional leadership. His oxporionco this yoar confirmed this viow. le 
are engaged in a nationwide mec1borship campaign, detorcined to onroll a large 
nUtlbor of Zionists, but apparently we do not bavo the powor to issue directions 
or upoct thom to be carriet out by the Rogions. Babbi Broslau had sent 
conthly comraunications to the Rogions, reviowing tho cemborship situation and 
asking for suggestions as to how to improve it. Replios to such oocmunicat1ons 
,1ero usually recoi vod from only two or throo Rogione at tho ute1ost, and \7hen 
a follow-up lotter was sent out it roceived even less attention. Wboro wo 
ha.vo a Director, such as in the Pittsburgh }logion, whose salary the z.0 • .1. 
shares with the Jewish National lund, he accepts instructions on z.O.Ae 
matters as boat ho~; whereas, under the old system of rogional control, 
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there is no cooperation betwoon tho Rogion and tho z.o.A. Unloss wo 
definitely docido upon national control of our Regions through our soloction 
of tho fiold men in the Regions, we will not po . able to organize Zionist 
sentiment in tho countey; without such national responsibility, control, 
and authority to implonent its plans, tho z.o..u,. accomplishments will be 
negligible. 

Babbi Breslau then roferrod to a special 11Roport on l1.egions 11 preparod by 
Mr. Charles Ress, uhich t1as submitted to ~ho lust Convontio~. Ho oxprossod 
tho belief that that report, \$,ich ho conaiderod vory excellent, could, with 
modifications, be ·easi}¥ implanented at this time. Tho report· in substance 
was accopted at tho last Convention, but no spocific authority was votod to 
implemont it. Babbi Broslau reitoratod his boliof tt.at no concroto results 
would be forthcooing, u.~less the Convention instructs tho national office 
dofinitely to begin the implo~ontation of a spocific Rogional Program. 

Rabbi Broslau suggested that tee Chairoan of the .Aliministrativo Council 
appoint a Oomraittoo to prepare, during the noxt two r.-ionths, a plan of 
Regional roorganization, cxibodying, if necossa.ry, ar:iondcents to tho Con­
stitution - to bo presented to tho noxt Convention for consideration and 
acceptance. Ho strossed that tho Rogional sot-up is part of the whole schOC10 

of organizatio~, ~ithout which nothing nill caterialize. He pointed out that 
the question of financing the Regions ouat also be considersd in any dis­
cussion of :Rogional roorganization. At present each Region rotains $1.oo 
from eacl:l, ruemborship duos, but the Region is unablo to oporate on that basis. 
It bas boen suggested that if wo sot up a plan of ~ionnl organization undor 
national control, t~e Regions could bo financed through the dollar ~hich they 
will rotain, in addition to tho nation~l office sharing tho adrlinistrative 
cost with tho Region. 'l'he national office r.:ight ass'UCle half of tho expense 
of maintaining tho Regional of£ice and the othor half could be raisod by 
the Rogional fiold man. 

Rabbi Breslau also called attention to the proposal to incroase the regular 
cocborship dues. The Ohio Valley R~gio~ rococr.iended an increo.se to $6.00, 
whilo the Seaboard Region, at a rocent meeting, voted against an increase. 
Othors have recor.nondod tllo.t the $5,00 dues be roduced. Bab bi Bruslau 1 el t 
that we should bo governed in this cattqr by our oxperionce in the Presidont 1s 
Chapter, and that if an oppreciablo number of Zionists could be onrolled at 
$25.00 a yeaz, wo could be content with tho prosont $5.00 cernborship. The 
Prosidont•s Chapter now has a littlo ovor 400 paid □embers, and dues aro 
expoctod from an additional 113 plE>dgors. Babbi Breslau felt that with 
intensified effort on the part of members of the z.o.A. Jlxocutivo, the 
Ailministrative Council, and tho local Zionists generally, the Prosidont 1s 
Chapter could have enrolled a vory lar6e cecbership. .-·ashin6ton loads the 
othor Districts with an onrollcent of thirty-five members in the Prosident•a 
Chapter and at least fift1 core mocbera could be enrolled with tho help of 
the local Zionists. 

Tho Cbaiman called for a discussion and vote on Babbi Breslau•s proposal, 
forr.ru.lated in the following oot1ons 



THAT· .A. Committoe of r1vo bo appointed by tho Obairma.n 
of tho Bational .Administrative Council, to st* the 
question of Regional roorgan1zat1on, and to · imple-
ment such proposals a.a are doemod aAvisable, with rec­
ommendations to the Convention. 

Mr. Harry 1rankel ot Cincinnati, Ohio urgod that tho smallor communitios be 
givon equal consideration with the large Jewish contors, in the matter of 
Rogional organization. 

Mr. Sax:ruel !orson, of !rooklyn, N. Y., rogardod the presont method of Regional 
organization as an absolute failure. Be firm]¥ beliovod in centralizod 
national control. 

Mr. Louis L Spieglor, of Washington, D. c., also favorod a program of contra­
lization, but maintained that the undorly-ing difficulty in impl001enting such 
a program was irQ.doquate fund!.• \7hen tho quostion of rovonues will bo solved, 
we will be able to solve the problsn of national control. Tho WA cannot 
8%poct to control tho Soaboard Region - he pointed out - as long as that 
llegion fine.ncoa itsolf. 

Mr. Josoph ltalbort, of Atlantic City-, N. J., statod that Atlantic City, with 
a Jowish population of 10,000, and 800 z.o.A. mcbers, has no paid Diroctor 
and also finances itself. 

kr. Samuel Xanarvogol, of Bronx, N. Y., suggested t hat ono month out of ovor, 
yoar bo sot asido for soliciting £18.11 donations , renging in sizo from $1.00 
to $10.00 for z.O.A. purposes. Ho pointod out, in this oonnootion, that maey 
mOC1bors do not attond District ceotings from one ~oar to tho other, and that it 
would bettor sorvo tho intoreste of tho z.o,A. if those combors wero regarded 
as contributors, rathor than as membora of tho z. o.A. 

Kr• John Sa.for, of Washington, D. o. , favorod national suporvision and control 
of tho Regional Diroctors• 

Babbi Broslau1e motion was fine.117 eocQndod end unanicously carriod. 

Tho Chairman euggosted that tho mUJbors of tho Comciittoe of 11vo consider also 
tho quostion of mocborehip duos. 

Babbi BN>elau suboitted. a number of cocr.mniootions addressed to ~r. Kaufmann 
and nim., containing recOln!:londations with regard to mwborship, organization, 
Regions, etc. It was docided to refer those coIJrJWlications to the Oocoittee 
of Five. 

Th~ Chairman stated that tho roport of tho Oomcittoo will be circulated m:iong 
tho r.1a.1bor1 of tho National .Adcl1nietrat1vo Council, and publishod 1n 'l'he Ne• 
Palostine bofore tho Convontion. 
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!l, QQNYDTIOU OIT?s 

Ae.bbi Broslau roported that the last moeting of tho Axecutive, by a very close 
voto, recor::nendod that the forthcoming z.o.A. Convontion bo hold in Cincinnati. 
Mr. Herbert B. :Bernstein, Chairman of the Cincinnati Zionist District, has 
telegraphed the national office that a motion was unanimously pa.ssod to the 
offect that ~he Cincinnati Zionist District foele honored to invite the z.O.A. 
to hold its Convention 1n 01nc1nnat1 1n 1941. 0 Babbi Jaces G. Beller had also 

advised Babbi Breslau that the Cincinnati District would like to bo host to 
the z.O.£. -Convention. The Ohio Vallar aeg1on and the Western Now York State 
Region have also ondorsod Cincinnati. 1'be Lollg Island, N. Y. Region reoOii.'Dondod 
that the Convention bo held at a point nearer to the JIB.stern Seaboard than 
Cincinnati. 

,.\,nothor city suggosted at the last acecutive mooting was Atlantic City. Babbi 
l3reslau read a telegr8Q from Mr. llzra Z. Shapiro, of Cleveland, Ohio, endorsing 
Atlantic Oit7 and suggesting that tho Mlcinistrativo Council recom:iond to the 
Convention the increaeing of the annual cemborship dues. 

Mr. Harry Jrankel stated that Cincinnati has adequate facilities to mak() tho 
Convention worthwhile, am nothing will be loft undono by Cincinnati to insuro 
its succoss. 

point of 
•r. Joseph Halbert stated that, from tbo/yiow of adoqµate hotel mooting-room 
accoccodations, it would bo vory difficult to hold the Convontion in Atlantic 
City on the date set. 

~r. Louis Jl. Sp:loglor moved, 

TIL\T tho 44th Annual z.O.£. Oonvontion bo held in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Tho motion was socondod. 

Mr. SaPuel Judenfreund, of Now York City,, pointed out that 1 t was oustomaey 

for tho •ecutive to rocor.nond throo or four cities for tho considoration of 
the Ado1nistrat1vo Council. 

Tho Cha11'Q8l1 ranarkod that the Jhcecutivo at timos rocanr:1onded two or threo 
cities, and at othor ticos, only one city. 

Mr. lsadore Hershfiold, of Washington, D. c., moved that the word 11 0incinnat1 11 

in Mr. Spioglor•s motion, be chane;od to 1Atlant1c Cit1. 11 ... 

"" .. 
Mr. Leo \lilson, of Brome, ?7. Y., proferrod .A.tlont1c City for the Oonvontion, 
bocauso (1) it 18 noaror to tho center of Jowish population in the Unitod Statoa, 
and (2) the attondanco from tho Jlastorn statos would bo cuch largor. • 

•r. John Safer thought that tho Convention should bo hold in a soct1on of the 
country where> Zionia;:i bas not ponotratod as thoroughly as in the lfaet. Bo 
favorod Cincinnati. 

Mr. Spioglo·r•s cotion was put to a vote, and carriod. 
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The mooting ad.Journod for fifteen minu tee to hoar tho r-110 broadcast of 
Mr. Winston Ctlurchill. 

III, BUJrl§ ma THI l(,JQTIQI or D 
r;co '?HI 4§ AHW,U, ZQA QONYiffl'IQN: 

Jt was movocl, seconded, and unanioously carried, 

T1L\'l' tho ruloe and rogulations for tho election of 
delegntoa to tho Convention,~Qa.ilod to tho Regions 
and Dm tricte, which are subetantially the samo as 
those adopted prior to the last Convention, be ap­
plicablo thu yoar. 

II, ilfQir OJ PAL!STINJ AND TB1 ¥14i, 
ZIQNIS'I' PQI,lCY, POLITICAL ACTION, AND 
PUBLIC B'R·A'I'IQNSl 

Mr. Naumann reported that cocr.:unicatione rocoived hero directly from tho 
hecutive and others in Palestine indicatod that tho spirit of tho Y1shuv 
was calm and firm. ln ~orica wo ha.ve attqted to rospond to an appeal 
for funds from Paloatino, for dofenso purposos. Special action has beon under­
taken by tho Vaad Bitachon, with tho !ull support and endors~ont of the ZOA.. 

The funds havo begun to coco in. liadassah has placod a spocia.l grant of 
$50,000 at the disposal of tho Jowish ~oncy for dofense purposes. Poale Zion 
and Mizrachi havo also promisocl aeeistanco. • 

Mr. Ne'lltlNln stated that now that tho throat to Paloatine had dovoloped.1 tho 
British Govornoont indicated its roadinose, first, to relaa tho principlo of 
i..>arity and to porcit, thorofore, a larger n'\Elber of Jews to on tor the aoi-
vicea; and aocondly, to ~tilizo all Jowish eupornu=ioraries in Palostine for 
training Jews for c111tary sorvicoa. Tho !lri tieh havo also proposed a J>aloe­
tine dofonse force, the nuolous of which is to be Britons 11 v1ng in Palostino, 
plus a00e Jews and Arabs, a.a a Be1:10 Guard. Tho nucber of Jowish supornu:.1orarie1 
ho.s actually boon doubled to about 30,000, but those are only part-tioe 1:10-

bc.rsc the tu.11-title mmbore, who have ams, aro lose than 3,000. All the 
others have no arms, ae far as \iO know, and tho pl .. has repeatedly been made 
by the ~ritish that, ep~rt froc not wanting to irritate tho Arnbs, tho:, vere 
short of light and hoavy equ1pcent, and that this shortage mado it difficult 
for than even to utilize for Boco Dofonso purposes Jews gho had boon trained 
for eupernu:ierart. tUnita. Tho position taken sCX10 timo ago by the Dritieh 
still holds, 

Roferring to a rocent apeoch of .Antho~ alen, Mr. Baumann said that, tho a:iie­
sion in tho spooch of roforonco to Jowiah Pa.loetino bad caueod our poople to 
wondor whothor aey aommitconts wero being cede which might affoct the future 
of Pa.leetino. It has boon snid that Mr. Ilion• s statemont was dosignod poe­
sibq lo aafeguard Jowish intoresta 1n Paleetino. Mr. lllon•a r(IDBrks that 
"the Govornciont would support acy echece which ccnnanded general agreecont", 
might be construed to moan that such a 11 achem, might not be favorod if ono 
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important party, the Jews, were opposed to it, Mr. Neunann added that 
in official quarters here Mr. F.den' s speech 1 e regarded as more in the 
nature of a general propaganda address, directed to the A,.abs, without 
proposing any concrete plan, It was thought unlikely that the British 
Government would attempt at this time to effoct a reorganization in tho 
Kiddle l'ast, without indicating their intentions to the United States 
Government. which apparently has not heard of 8n7 such plan. 

Beporting specifically upon the work of Public Relations, Mr. Ne;u srn 
stated that several members of the .American Palestine Committee had 
taken measures and acted in connection with some of the matters here 
discussed. He referred to a message in connection with tho Jewish .Army, 
sent by Mr. 1'1lliam Green to Mr. Bevin in London. .Also, rome of the 
senators have telcln up tho matter of sending arms and equipnent to 
Palestine under the Lend-Lease Bill. 

~e l'mergency Camnittee has been concerned with counteEacting charges 
that the trouble in Iraq waa due to the hostility of Jews in PBlestine. 
j\surd as that~ seem, this line of explanation was"'attempted in 
dispatches fro• London and also from German sources. le did our best 
to counteract such propaganda and to give a more accurate picture of 
the situation. Articles on our position have appeared in various 
paper,. "PK• has devoted considerable space to Ile subject, and other 
Journals ~ve done so. and still others arc preparing to do so. Mr. 
laumann charged that this work has boon hampered bocause tho formation 
of FUblic Relations Conrnittees in the v~ious citioe has not gone for­
ward with the spirit and enol'IJ' tha.t was expected. Hadassah has been 
very active in this work. SOZlle of the Pllblic Relations Comnittees 
which have been formed were formed at the instance of, or under the 
stimulus of, Hadaaeah Chapters. Loss than thirty Pllblio Belations 
Comnittees throughout the country have thus far been organised. ~ 
national office of the z.o.A. baa written repeatedly to z.o.A. districts 
to form such comnitteea, but the more important communities have not 
really started this very important work. In the final analysis - Mr. 
Baumann poined out - what will be accomplished in Public Relations 
work will depend upon the degree to which public opinion is made arti­
cul.nte in support of tho Zionist causo. In hundreds of towns throughout 
the country, people can be most helpful, by means of the radio, the press, 
the Clergy, and -public bodies, but w6 have not yet even begun a census 
of or utilized our resources. lven during the sumner months, Zionists 
in the various communities can proceed w1 th this forportant -,rk. Mr. 
Kaufmann has sent a lotter to all districts, together with a memorandum, 
explaining the purposes of public Bolations Committees and what they are 
expected to do, but these letters did not moet with much attention. It 
is obvious - Mr. Neumann continued - that we would lilce the Zionist 
groups everywhere to convert themselves into units of ~Qlitical prQDManda 
1Q beb@.lf of P8:l~stine omong the non-Jew1. Of course, this has to be done 
with caution and diSCJ."'e·~ion, but it must be done throughout the country, 
and it can be done. In Atlanta, Ga., the local Zionists did not wait 
for detailed instructions from us, but they set out on their own accord 
to enlist the most prominent non-Jews in their comnunity as members of 
the .American Palestine ~1ttee. 1'he:, interested leading Clergymen, 
editors of newspapers, presidents of Colleges, and they held a luncheon 
early this month, add.reseed by Dr. James G. Heller. This provod a most 



• 
.Adm. - 6/22/41 

- 8 -

auccessful effort. It would help imneasurably to have hundreds of such 
P\lblic Relations Comni ttees throughout the country. 

Continuirg his report, Kr. Neumann stated that the memorandum entitled 
"Palestine .And The Bear last" had been printed into the Cor.gressional 
Record b7 one of the Congressmen, who had reprints made of 1 t. Copies 
of the reprint are being mailed out. 'rhe z.o.A. office ia attending to 
its distribution through a large mailing list of Jews and non-Jews. The 
first memorandu:n was sent out al.so to a list of over 1100 &bbis. .A. 
second memorandum has gone out on "Palestine And i'he Arab World", dis­
cussing the relation of Palestine to .Arab countries. 'l!his work is being 
carried on from the center, as far as possible, but it is very important 
to have in every locality a comnittee which will constantly act and see 
the Clergymen, the editors, and other people, and carry on an educational 
campaign. 

Kr. N~¥1lported that Dr. Weismann had felt very strongly tha.t an 
attempt should be made again to create a united front, and, a.ftor con­
sul ting with various people, Dr. Wci1mann decided that the best thing 
would be for him porsonn.111 to invite a group of loading non-Jionists 
for an imnediato talk, without a»7 commitment on any side. 9.ibsequently, 
a luncheon took place, attended by a fnir-sized group of Zionists and 
non-Zionists. Dr. Weimann suggested that a committee bo appointed, 
half of whom would be Zionists, end half non-Zionists, to explore further 
the possibilities of Palestine with respect to the future. aich a com­
mittee has been appointed by Dr. leizmonn. Action has boen deferred 
until his return from the Pacific Coast. In the meantime, Mr. S'.>l Strenck 
undortoo~ to call a second such smBll meeting in his home, o.ftor Dr. 
Woizmann•e return in JU17. ~e prevailing opinion in .Amcricon Zionist 
circles is tho.t the mistake should bo avoid&d of trying to create an 
ad hoc boey of individuals, and that an attEJnpt should be mnde this time 
to create a council at a conference o~ re.presentQtiyo Jewish bodies, Who 
are inter&sted in a comnon program for Palestine. If such a body were 
created, it would actually represent a force and be responsible for 
Jewish public opinion; whereas, as individuals, they might in the end 
prove a stumbling block. Dr. Weimann he I persevered in this direction 
and the attempt will be made to hold further discussions and conference~ 

In conclusion, Mr. Neumann reported that the need had beon felt in tho 
lmergency Conmittoe for attempting to clarify ollZ' post-war objectives. 
'lh1s discussion has begun, but has not reached a stage to warrant a 
general discussion among Zionists. 

Sl.pplementing Mr. Neumannt s report, Mr. Bobert Szold, of !Tew York:, 
stated that the military situation in Palestine seemed to overshadow 
everthing else. Whatever could be done in this couc.1.tr7 has been done. 
Zionists were allied to the situation and did whatever Wds possible to 
be done. In this connection, Kr. Saold earnestl7 appeal~d to those 
present for their support of the Vaad Bitachon. At this pa:tticular 
moment, he knew of nothing which wmld: should strike home more than the 
1m2ea1 to send monw to Palestine tor arms, The events of the la.st 
few ~s show that wo ha.voe. little more time than we thought we had. 
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Mr. SZold subscribed to the statement that our aims for the future of 
Palestine can be formulated only by a Zionist Congress, o.nd added; thn.t 
even preliminary drafts of aims cannot be formulated without coneult3tion 
of the Actions Committee and the lxeca.Mve '1x •&1.eetine and in London. 
1he turn of recent events abroad has made it humanly impossible now to 
formulate specific aims. At the moment, the chief aim of Zionists is 
to help the democracies win the war, and if there is anything we can do 
at this -particular juncture, it is to remember thisi J>ontt give am; 
fl:Pyth1p.g. It is so easy in a discussion of Zi&nist aims to sq: •we 
will go into an Arab Contederationi' or->we will take a part of Palestine." 
1'his ia dangerous talk. We do not know what will ba the situation at 
the time the articulation of our aims becomes important. ~erefore. 
let us not now give away MY~ Let us stick to our fundamental 
aims: A Jewish Paleatine gnd all of Pa,leat1ne, We must proceed on the 
old Zionist proposition: We want Palestine. It is unnecessary to be­
come involved. in all kinds of questions on the subject of our aims. We 
know what the Yishuv has done in the past few montha, even under the 
gravest threat. and Zionists have realise4 that this movement of ours 
ie something indestructible. We should go ahead in the formula that, 
for the time being, our objective is to vote for the mez;1Jrn1rn, AP4 tg 
give YP nothing, 

Reverting to the question of evacuation from Palestine, Mr. Ssold re­
called that there was a time 1rhen serious persons came to responsible 
bodies and eaid: We have got to be prepared to evacuo.te the children 
of Palestine. 1he attitude of the bod1ea 1n which that was discussed 
was 811IlPathet1c, but it •s pointed out that the function of the Zion-
ist Organization ie to taJc;e ;goats in Palestine and not to omcuate ~em. 

Spealcing of the absorptive eapaci ty of Palestine for a mass Jewish imni­
gration, Mr. Szold•s considered opinion -- baaed upon fact~ and a certain 
ltnowledge of life in Palestine and on twenty-five years of a most complete 
study of the subject - was that Palestine, on both sidos of the Jordan, 
can take care of millions of Jews in a comparatively few years. He added 
that, if e:tJ7 of the local coDJDunitiee were confrontod with thal argument, 
the facts were available to prove that mass in:migration, in a very short 
period of time1 is a practical matter in Palestine in the near future. 

Mr. Saul Spiro, of Pt ttsburgh• Pa, suggested certA.in technical steps for 
securing a better response in behalf of the Vaad Bitachon. 

V, Z, O, A, I>!'J,J'QNIO?l 'm PALIS'rI@: 

Kr. Maurice .Bowcatein, of Bew Y0 rk Ciey, recalled that, since the b~ 
ginning of the war, there has been a constant stream of delegates coming 
to the United States from libgland and Jrom paleatine, bringing to ue 
their points of view, and ondeavor1ng to influence Zionist opinion and 
general Jewish opinion in this count17. Since the outbrealc of the war, 
however, no official delegation from the United States has gone to pal­
estine. He emphasised the moral and political importance of having a 
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Zionist representation of three prominent Zionists, who are qualified 
as observers, to go to Palestine to bring greetings to the Yishuv from 
the Zionists of Jmerica, and to return in time to report to the Z,o.A. 
Con~ention. Mr. !oukatein moved, 

~ we recommend to the Executive o.nd to the 
president of the z.o.A. that a delegation of 
11eniste bo coumiseionod to visit Palestine 
on our behalf, and to report back a.t tho next 
Zionist Convention. 

Dio motion 1'$8 seconded and unanimously carried. 

VI, IMP BI~HQN; 

Babbi Brealau urged the z.o.J.. districts and Regions to support the 
Va.ad Bitachon. .An appeal for contributions to the Va.ad !itachon re­
cently was made by the Zlational z.o.J.. off:!.~e i a direct coumunica­
tion signed by Mr. ICaufmaM to all district chairmen and secretaries. 
We have heard frequent coorplaints - said Rabbi !reslau - tbn.t the 
Zionist districts have nothing to do, that they have no projects of 
their own, A.t thie time, nothing should appeal more to Zionists for 
1ts inmediate, as well as long-range importance than the Vaad-litachon •. 
Kr. lCaufmonnl s letter to tho districts, howevor, has found them unpro­
pared or unwilling to help, le had to explain to the districts in a 
follow-up letter, that the Vaad 7a1tachon cannot bo a large-scale public 
venturo and that districts oould not appeal to their welfare funds for 
the Vaed Bitachon. In some instances, it was suggested that appeo.ls 
omuld properly be made in the synagogues. Babbi Breslau asserted that 
it is the duty of the z.o . .1. districts to acc§Pt the Vaad Bita.chon as 
an igrtant assigpm,nt, and ho urged the members present to see to 1 t 
that their respectivo districta,pursue this project with greater in­
tensiveness. He 1&id he was rather dieappointod with the response thus 
far received, the maJnrity slating that they TierB hllving other appeals 
now and will hove to wait until next yoar to raise f'unda for the 
Vaad l31tachon. 

I-n answer to Mr. l'ranlcel ts quc17 as to whf the raising of funds for tho 
Va.ad •1tachon has to be done quietly, the Chairman stated that this was 
nocesaitetod under an egrecoent the z.o.A. has with tho u.p.!_, under 
the U.J.A. 

r\'• I 

KR. llalber4 stated that the .A.tlantic City District had cohtributed to 
the Vaad Bitachon each year. J,Ast year they contributed fooo.oo; this 
year they expect to make a much larger and more substantial contribution. 
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JII, THI ,TIIISH NATIQNAL JUND PROJECT 
Ill I, O.A, DISTRICTS: 
II the absence of Iii. Abraham H. Cohen, Chairman of the Jewish National J\md for the z.0 . .1., who sent his regrets, Mr. lL .l. Schul.son report6d that Mr. Cohen had personally contacted every district in the country to appoint a district liaison member for the z.0 . .1. 11at·tonal J .N. 'J'. Comnittee, but has received only about fift~ replies. About 300 dis­tricts have not yet responded. He urged those present lo eel to tt that active J.N.r. Coumitteea are organized in their respective co~ munities to enlist tho aervicea and support of all Zionists in the 
eonmunitiea in the important task ot Goulath Haarots. 

Y:III, DDT1 S •~dBODOBE QB&.!; 

1be Chairman, who bad been instrumental in having the Jewish publication Socieey publish Bein• s 11ogra# of Herzl, upon the assurance that the z.o.~ and B&dassah would dispoee ot ~ thousands of copies, deplored the poor showing on the part of the dietriets to dispose ot the books at the special price of f]..25 per cop.1. He urged those present to see to it that when the chairmen of their respective districts recoiv& 
comuunications from the national. z.o • .A.. office they should be effectively acted upon. 

IX, mn IN ZIONIS'? ugs: 
Mr. ~iegler called attention to the inadequate attendance at the meeting and regretted the absence of the national leaders. Be felt that those members of the Council who had coma to the meeting a• a sacrifice, should have had the opportunity of consulting with the Zionist leaders. 

'.the Chairman explained that all of the leaders and many of the members who were not present had coDJIIUnicated the reasons for their absence and expressed their regrets. 1he order Sons of Zion Convention, being hold in Atlantic City simul. taneousl.7 with this meeting. •e another contribu­ting factor to the small attenclance. 

Others prosent also criticised the absence of the national leaders, some viewing it as a lack of unity in the z.o . .A.. and Sl]8gest1ng that, between 
now and the Convention, an effo1·t be made to restore harmony within the z.0 • .1. 

•• Leon Guzik, of Jfew York Oity, believed that the proper time and place to consider the question of harmon, is the Zionist Convention. 

Mr. Maurice Bouk:stein recalled that before the last Convention even 
sharper 41sharmoey existed, and he reminded those present of the history 
of the conversationa which preceded tbat Convention and which led to 
nothing, because there was a difference of opinion on fundamental princi­ples. le o'U4?;ht to find out what are the tac ta behind the diaharmoey • 1be Zionist Organisation of Jmerica, b7 deeign, is being deprived and 
shorn of any responsibility. 1he t\md,,.ra1e1ng organi~ationa are not 



.. .. . • Adm. - 6/22,/41 
- 12 -

responsible to the z.o:.A; A. vigilant attempt is being made by this 
.Administration of the Z.O . .A. to bring back these activities to the 
z.o . .A.. We believe that the fund-raising organizations sho\1,1.d be ree­
-ponsible to the membership of the ~O.A. • and, if so, express them­
selves through the democratically and duly elected Convention of the 
z.o . .A., which names ee•tain lead&rship at the head of the z.o.A. to 
carry out the mandates of the Convention. It is the duty of the fund­
raising agencies to submit to that leadership. 

We have complete "heflcer" Within Zionist affairs in this country. This 
disbarmoey was created after the Pit\sburgh Convantion, when a cortain 
group,made attempts to circumvent the rill of the z.o.A., rather than 
sul:xni t to the will of the Jmerican Zionists. It is about t1mo we bad 
an Jborgency Coami ttee in this country managing Zionist affairs, who 
are responsible to the Zionist Organization of .America. fhe members 
of the lmergency Colbittee were not appointed by the z.o.A. and a.re 
not responsible to the z.o.A. • and cannot be removed by the z.o . .A. If 
they do things to which we obJect, there is nothing the z.o • .1. con do 
about it. We must eliminate these deplorable conditions. 

Ref erring to the last meeting of the Ieren Hqesod, which is in the hands 
of a Board of Directors, Bo-called •elected by the contributors", Mr. 
!oukstein stated that an attempt has even been made in the course of this 
year, which so far has not succeelled, to make impossible any change of 
control in the Xeren Hqesod, by passing a by-law that "the present 
Directors mu.st approve anyone who is to become a member of the Xeren 
Heye sod". 

If we want harmoey- in a dE1DOcracy - Mr. :Boukstein eontinued - it can 
only be expressed in one ~= the minority must submit to the will of 
the ma,1oritY. 1bere is no sense in further appeasement. One cannot 
compromise on principle, and any attempt to bring to opposites together, 
where there is a fundamental disagreement in principle, must result in 
a compromise of principle. Z1on1llll is a movement that oxists and must 
continue to e.xiet only if it will continue to hold fast to principles. 

Mr. Spiegler observed that greater centralization and coordination are 
the basic requirements for unity and discipline in Zionist activities. 

Kr. szold stated that what Mr. Spiegler and others were seeking could be 
achieved in a variety of ways. Some Zionists believe the best wq would 
be to have one organisation in this country and that that •dictator" 
Dn1St be able to sq: •mvery Zionist must do thus and so.• 'rhat solution, 
of course, 1s out of the quoetion. 

1!lis problan ia something which has to be dealt with carefully, Mr. SZold 
continued. 1he case has been made; the diagnosis has been assured; but 
the rcnedy must be found. 1ho best cure - he maintained - is ·•long 
the linee discussed at several meetings of the z.o . .A.. ICEecutive. Mindful 
of the foot that the Z.O • .A.. is a voluntary organisation, Without a police 
power, the program, carefully considered by the Jaecutive, has in it the 
seeds of real benefit for the immediate tu.tu.re. !be principle evolved at 
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the EJcecutive meetings has been touched upon here before, namely, to 
bring back to the Zionist Organization the functions which it used to 
consider its own, ...... the fund-raising, the political and public rela-
tions, and the policy-making, etc. nie bulk of whatever Zionist senti­
ment and forces exist in this country is, broadly speaking, within the 
z.o.A., The complaint has been made, however, that there is not only 
conf'u.sion and duplication of effort, but that the z.o.A. has been de­
nuded of its f~ctions. 

Without any atta:npt to eliminate the em.sting Zionist organizations in 
.America - Mr~ SBold continued - we should adopt a princ;\ple of res-: 
ponsibilitY• 1hat principle can be brought about in a very practical 
W83, i.e., by the 1,QA ConvetJ,tion in September issuing a mandate, once 
and for all~ that we insis\ ;qpon cgp£41pation. Hence, if there is a 
z.o.A. member on the J.N.F. :Board of Directors, that member ;·should be 
appointed by, hold his office at the discretion of, and be subject to 
removal by whatever z.o . .A.. Executive exists at the time. The J.N.F. 
organization is, in legal terms, a mEmbership corporation, under the 
Laws of the Stato of New York, and a majority of the Directors are 
appointed by the z.o.A., 1he z.o . ..l. should be in the position to say 
that the members of the z.o.J\., who are Directors of the J .11.:r., are 

responsible to the z.o.A.; they are to be appointed by the Administra­
tion of the z.o.A.; they are to report at every meeting of the admin­
istration of the Z,O.~; their policy is to be prescribed by the ad­
ministration; and they are to carry out that policy. 

ntis year the z.o.A. took advantage of its legal r1-ghts. Mr. Kaufmann 
was specifically empowered to appoint certain members on the :Board of 
the J.N~F., fhose members function and they are getting certain reforms 
along the lines that have been mentioned. In other words, if we 883 
that there should not be duplication of appeals, our members on the 
J.N.F. Board must see to it that there is no duplication. The same 
principle should be applied to the Keren Hayesod. 'lhe Keren Ha.vesod 

. could have a by-law incorporated in its constitution which states very 
-ipecifically that the ma~ority of the Board of Directors of the Keren 
Heyesod shall be appointed by the z.o.A., responsible to the z.o.A .• 
etc., etc. 

In this connection, Mr. SSold recallod that it was not until after the 
U.P • .A.. had already made its decision in the last campaign, that the 
z.o.A. had been notified of such dect.sion. The fact of the matter is 
that the decision of whether or not there should be a U.J • .l. campaign 
this year was con:municated to this body a.t a meeting in :Philadelphia 
through an incidental report that the contract providing for a joint 
campaign had been signed. 1'he representatives on the Keren Hqesod 
Boa.rd did not consider that they owed any allegiance whatsoever to the 
z.o . .A..; they took and continued to take the position that they a.re 
w1 thin their own rights as a solt-per,petuating body. Later, the question 
arose whether there should be a joint U.J.A. campaign. 1he proper bo~ 
to consider that question is the lCxecutive of the z.o.A.; then the 
Board of Directors of the U .p .A., knowing what the consensus of opinion 
of the z.o.A. Executive is, can enforce its decision. 
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II we 110\l.ld, once and for all, establisn that the members of the z.o . .A. 
owe their allegiance, and are responsible to the z.o,..A. • all that has 
been said about unity and coordination would come to pass. We simpl.7 
must do what a holding company does, 1. e., elects 1 ts own officers in 
a subsidiary organisation. 

1!l.e Zionist Convention at Cincinnati will debate this 1111~ect and pass 
a resolution to the effect that mEIIlbers of the z3o . .A. owe their all&­
giance to the z.o~, must be responsible to the z.o . .A.., etc., etc. The 
Administration of the Z~O • .A.. should not be subject to having its policy 
thwarted completely by members of its own organization, who contend that 
they do not have to comply with decisions of the z.o.A. .Administratiln. 
If the Cincinnati Convention tokes a firm attitude on the matter, Zion­
ist discipline will prevail and every meober of tho z.o.A., Who will 
take office on the Xeren Ha_yesod or the J.N.1. ~ards, will be responsi­
ble to the z.o.Ao and carry out the policy prescribed by the existing 
Mministration of the z.o.A. We will then have order instead of the 
present chaos which is the result of the present duplicntion of effort. 

The z.o.A. members on the Jbergency Oomnittee should. also be subject 
to the principle of approval by, and responsibility to, the Zoo.A. ihe 
meetings of the Executive where the question of coordination was thrashed 
out, time and again, unanimously accepted this principle of reaponsibilitJ;. 
If we carry fonnrd this I,rinciple and come prepared to take action 
finally at the Convention in Cincinn~ti, we will have taken a step for­
ward in the direction of that coordination and order which we have been 
seeking. 

Kr. Ssold moved, 
TBA.T we approve of the principle et, rea­
ponsibil ity of representatives of the 
z.o . .A. on the fund-raising bodies, the 
lmorgency Comnittee, etc., as adopted 
unanimously by the Executive of the Z.O.j. 
on three different occasions. 

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried. 

X. BWORf ON m JEIISB l!@JQN&, FOND: 

~e following is a sumnary of the written report on the work of the 
Jemsh HationaJ. J'und since the last meeting of the Jdministrative Coun­
cil, sul:mitted by Dr. Israel Goldeteina 

11'he income from our lftditional collections for the period 
~overing the first eight months of the current fiscal year 
was $413,584,04, compared With $381,841.11 for the same 
period last year. OUr books for the month of June have not 
been closed yet, but in the first half' of the month over 
$66,000.00 was received in traditional collections • .A.11 
indications point to the large et .Tune month that the J .N.1. 
bas bad. ht al so was the case in the month of Map. 
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alhile we are glad to report an upswing in our traditional 
~ollections, the income from the U.P .A. for this period 
shows a decline. l'e received from the U.P.A. $432,953.19, 
1'h1ch compares with $850,091.77 for the same period last 
year. total J.N.J'. income this year is $846,537.23, com­
pared with $1,231,932.88 of last year. 

"The remittances of the J.N.1. of America have continued 
~hroughout these months regularly. OUr ra:nittance for the 
month of June amounted to $100,000.00. 

1 .Al though most of the districts have not acted on the 
Pittsburgh resolution ~hich calls for a self-taxation of 
$5.00 per member, there have been a number of districts 
which have responded rather well and have carried out the 
resolution. Among the communities outstanding in that ree-­
pect is the Baltimore Zionist District. 'Die Philadelphia 
Zionist District has also made a strong effort to impress 
upon 1 ts manbers the importance of increased participation 
in the J.N.r. program. 

If A step in the right direction has been made by the z. O.A. 
•1th a view to intensifying the activities of the z.o.A. 
.uistricts for the Jteren X~emeth. We are indebted to ,resi­
dent Xaufr;amm for his initiative, and to the national office 
of the z.o.A. for their initiative in launching the plan for 
the formation of a »:•tional z.ooA. Committae for the J.N.F. 
We wish to express our gratitudo to .A.braliam H. Cohen, who, 
as Chairman of this Conrnittee, has taken up this task with 
great earnestness. 

'Indicative of the spirit which animates our fello..,.Zionists 
is the action taken quite recently by the .Annual Conferonoes 
of three Zionist Regions. 

•The most gratifying commitment was that of the Ohio Valley 
Zionist Region, \1h1ch baa Just met in '1larleston, w. Va., The 
sum of •so,000.00 for the establishment of a Nachlah was voted, 
to be raised 1n a period of three years. Mr. Daniel Frisch, 
the former president of the Region, wee most helpful and 
Ba.bbi Samu.el Cooper, the newly elected president has pledged 
to convert the pledge into cash. 

1 1hank:s to the help of Sol Reiter and Rabbi Maurice Bloom of 
!'ewburgh, N.Y ., a comnitment of ~5,000.00 for the planting of 
tem thousand trees was voted at the ~1re state Zionist Con­
ference. 

1 .4nother conference was held in &chester by the Western New 
Jork Zionist Region, where a comnitment of $25,000.00 for the 
establishment of a Nachleh, to be raised in a period of five 
years was voted. We wish to expreee our thanks to D. Barr, 
Bachl1n, who presided at that conference and who is the Chair­
man of the J .N.1., and to Mr. Bernard G. Rudolph, member of 
the Executive ot the z.o.A.• 



.tdm.- 6/2,2/41 
- 16-

XI, BIPOR; ON DIT911I'l'H CQMMI~ 
FOR AID ;o m IDMQCRACIES: 

1he following is a eurn1na17 of the written report on the progress made by 
the JeWieh Section of the Interfaith Comnittee for Aid to the Democracies, 
submitted by Dr. Israel Goldstein: 

•~e resolution adopted by the z.o • .l. lkecu.tive sometime ago endors­
ing the program of British war relief and the eetabliahment of 
tho Jewiah Section of the Interfaith Committoe for A.id to the 
1-nocraciee bas g1 ven us an opportunity to approach l&on1at 
groupa throughout the countey. n:>.o z. 0 • .1. office has boen help-
ful in supplementing the resolution by a letter to tho districts 

. ell over the countey, over the signature of President ~aufamn. 

•we have secured the oooperation of the Zionist Regional leaders 
rho gave a place to the representati voe of the Jewish Section of 
the Interfaith Comni ttoe. ·tor . 41.d to the DE1DOcraciea to 
speak in the oourae of the Zionist Regional C,onf erencee that 
have been held recently. 

•!be net reS\ll ts of these alProachee through the written and 
fPOken word have been thus far short of expectations. This is 
pa.rticularl.7 regrettable becouse IDSDT of those who have taken 
loadership in tho British war relief effort have done so not only 
as .Americnne and as JewJ but al so because they believe 1 t to be 
important from the Zionist point of view as well. 

1It 1s therefore of the utmost importance that Zionist groups give 
,a good account of thmselvee in this effort. 

•In a recent letter Lord Halifax high.]¥ praised the efforts of tho 
Com:iittee. 

n 'lhe first fa5, 000. 00 children• s nursing home 'which we established 
!BS named 1n honor of General Sir Archibold Wavell and the second 
vas named in honor of Dr. Cbaic Weimann. 1he third of these units 
\7111 be presented Jul.7 l st and \7111 bo named in honor of Dr. s. S. Wise. 

•nio total SUEns which have thus far been ehannalod by the Jewish Sec­
,1on of the Interfaith Coi:t:1ittee acount to approxioately t35o,ooo.oo. 
A substantial portion of this amount should be credited to the Acerl­
can Jovish Congress. Moro recontly other organisations have joined, 
such ae the Union of .cerioa.n Hebrev Congregation,, ~ogue Council 
of .America, Ba.bbin1cal Aaaeobly of .America, and of course the z.o . .A., 
It is hoped that the response frOt'l the z.o.4. C8I' show a substantial 
upward awing in the near future. One oazmo t etrese too cmch the imo­
portance of Z:lcnist groupe responding in:lllediatol.y an4 generouel)'. • 

1he meeting adjourned at 5115 P.U. 

Be1pectfull.7 submitted, 
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MINUTES CF z.o . .A. EXECUTIVE MEET.ING, HELD ON SUlIDil, .WGUST 3, 1941. 
2:00 P, M, AT THE RITZ-CABLTON HCJrEL, A;LAlfrIC CITY, N. J. 

PRESENT: Mr. E. I. Xa:ufmann ~ in the Chair); Robert M. l3ernstein, 
Maurice Boukstein, B.a.bbi Isadore Breslau, Ba.bbi Barnett R. Briclmer, 
Judge Henry Ellenbogen, .Albert I. Epstein, Daniel Frisch, Dr. Solomon 
Goldman, Harry Grrzyer, Murray I. Gurfein, F.manuel Neumann, Ool. J.. H. 
Rosenberg, Simon Shatzer, Elihu D. Stone, Robert Szold, Mrs. David de 
Sola Pool (representing Badassah); Seymour Melman (representing Avukah); 
Harry A.. Taldff (representing Masada); Zvi Levavy, and H. A. Schul.son. 

,hcuses for jbsence were received from Jacob Fishman, Dr. Harry Friedenwal:d, 
.A.braham Goldstein, Dr. Iarael Goldstein, Cecil R. Gordon, Dr. ~•arnes G. 
Beller, Dr. Fdnard L. Israel, Dr. Harris J. Levine, Rabbi Israel H. 
Levinthal, Louis Lipslq, Judge Julian W, Mack:, Aaron Riche, Charles J. 
Rosenbloom, Carl Sherman, l'braham Min, Dr. Stephen s. Wise; Mrs. Moses 
P. Epstein (Ha.dassah); and Dr. Nahum Goldmann. · 

The meeting was called to order at 2130 P.M., with Ur. E. I. Kaufmann 
in the Chair. 

I. CONVENTION PROGIW4s 

In the absence of Dr. James G. Beller, Ohairman of the Convention Committee, 
who sent his excuse and regrets for his inability to attend the meeting• 
Rabbi Breslau presented the tentative program of the 44th Annual Z. O.J.. 
Convention, to be held in Cincinnati, Ohio, September 6, 7, 8 and 9, as 
proposed at a meeting of the Convention Program Oon:mittee, held earlier 
in the da3. (ihe program is appended). 

Discussion of Convention Program: 

Mr. Robert Szold moved, 

T~ the program, as presented, be approved. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

Dr. Solomon Goldman observed that every important session of the Convention 
had been turned over to a non-Jew to speak for us. He said that, while 
he had no objection to a non-Jewish member of the U. s. Government giving 
an address, he seriously objected to non-Jews• speaking for Jews at 
practically every session. 
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Speaking as a member of the Convention Program Committee, Dr. Brickner stated 
that it was not intended to load the program with non-Jer~. The whole theme 
of Palestine and the World Crisis - he pointed out -- inrolvee not only Jews, 
but also American public opinion, Some of the members of the Committee felt 
it is important to have non-Jewish speakers on the program in connection 
with helping to shape intelligent public opinion in America • .After all, we 
are very definitely related to the Eritish, and the fact that the British 
Government may sen~ a message to the Convention should not prevent us from 
speaking our minds. 

Mr. Elihu D, Stone believed that the invitation should go to the British 
&bassy to designate their representative, lie agreed with Dr. Brickner that 
it is advisable, at this time, to have a representative of the British 
Embassy at the Convention, to present greetings, 

The Chairman urged that the Executive consider carefully the matter of having 
a representative of the British Government, as well as non-Jewish American 
leaders, address the Convention, While he concurred with the view expressed 

\by Dr. Goldman, he -oointed out that we have a definite tie-up with the 
British :Blnbassy, • 

Dr. Goldman felt that if it were at all possible to have Lord Hal if ax, 
personally, attend the Convention, it should be done; but, we should prefer 
just a message, rather than the presence of any Secretary of the :Ehibassy. 

Mr, lilnanuel Neumann expressed the thought that it was the poliey of the 
British ].inbass~ for the time being, not to accept invitations for Zionist 
gatherings, because they would be expected to say something about Palestine, 
a subject which they felt it necessary to avoid, Our discussion here, therefor~ 
is largely theoretical. They mEzy send a message, wishing us God.speed in our 
deliberations, but nothing more. He would rather have a non-official English­
man like Brailsford, who is an outspoken Zionist, address the Convention, 
he added, 

Mr. Elihu D. Stone suggested that the Convention program include a presenta­
tion of Jewish post-war objectives in relation to Palestine and the Diaspora. 

Dr. Goldman believed that the statement on Zionist peace aims properly belongs 
in the Presidentts message to the Convention, rmich is part of the opening 
session on Sunday afternoon, The statement should appear in the press on 
Mondey morning. 

Mrs, Pool pointed out that anything the President will say in his address to 
the Convention will have to be something already endorsed by the World Zionist 
Organization. ihe President speaks for Zionism, and whatever he says must, 
of necessity, be an official and final statement. Mrs. Pool believed we are 
not yet ready to make such a final statement. We may be read¥ for a sound 
consideration of the question, but not for a public statement. 
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Mr. Frisch deplored the evasivenesa of •orld Zionist leaders on the subject. 
'rhe matter of peace aims - he thought - should be considered at the Convention, 
from which should go forth a strong statement on Herzlian Zionism. 

Commenting on Mrs. Pool's observations, Mr. Stone maintained that the Z.O.A.. 
has a right to express its views on the matter of poet-war peace aims. It is 
u.nthiIL'ltable, he said, to have a national gathering of Zionists in 1941 -
when a week may seem like a century - and not to elarif;y our position and to 
declare to the world our aims and objectives. Nor need we follow Mr. J'riseh's 
practical trend of mind. Zionists are greatly eoncerned with clarifying their 
position now, in view of the statement made by Lord Balifax, to the effect 
that the Balfour Declaration has been already fulfilled; in view of Mr. 
Churchill's statement and in view of the Cairo Conference. Mr. Stone suggested 
that one session of the Oonvention be devoted• in whole or in part, to a 
presentation of the subject, and that a special eommittee be appointed now to 
prepare a Declaration, which may follow the Presidentl·al address. The 
presentation of such a. Deelue.tloit would not be inconsia-cent with the President' s 
discussing our ultimate aims in Eretz Yisroel and in the Diapora, and it should 
be adopted unanimously encl in solemnity. No eompromises should be made with 
regard to our peace aims. We must be maximal 1st in our demands. 

Mr. Stone then presented for the record the following resolution, relative 
to Zionist peace aims, which was adopted unanimously by the New Engl·and Zionist 
Region at its 21st .Annual Convention at the Hotel Bradford, in Boston, Mass., 
on July 13, 1941 t 

RESCLVED, that it is imperative that a united Jewish leadership 
should represent American Jertry at the coming Peace Oonference 
which will be dominated by the Democracies; mc\Jha.t the program 
to be presented by .American Jewry should deal with Eretz Isr .. l 
and the Diaspora and should contain the following basic demands: 

1. The reconstitution of Jewish national eovereign lit~ by the 
creation of such economic, eivle and political conditions in Palestine as 
will assure the establishment of a Jewish State within the historic boundar­
ies of Eretz Israel; 

2. That fransjordania be included and maAe into an integral pa.rt 
of the proposed Jewish State; 

3, That the Jewish State or Commonwealth so established be given 
a status of complete sovereignty, equality, and dignity among the nations 
of the world; 

4. 'rhat the Jewish problem is a part of the world problem, and 
its solution ia and must be the practical concern of those Po,vers that will 
dominate the coming Peace Oonference1 

5. That an international financial institution be created by the 
successor ot the present League of Nations to essist eoonomical.ly in the 
establiehment ancl maintenance of a free and sovereign Jewish State in Palestine; 
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this financial institution should also deal with the problems of aiding 
materially in the rehabilitation of the millions of Jews whom the war 
rendered destitute, wherever they might be; 

6. That there should be no involuntary eve.cuation of Jewa f.:rom 
any country; 

7. That the return of the Jewish people to Eretz Israel sh01tl.d 
be a matter of free chaice and not compulsion; 

8. That the Jewish people in every land be guaranteed complete 
civil and political. equality and complete freedom for "LIFE, LIBWY .AND 
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS"; 

9. That in the reconstituted countries of Central and Eastern 
Europe autonomous cultural rights be granted to the Jewish people, together 
with complete freedom for national and religious self-expression; and 

10. That the execution of these >.:ights be effectively guaranteed 
in a manner that will make the repetition of the past tragic Jewish experiences, since the last world War. in any of the European countries impossible. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESCLVED, that copies of these resolutions be 
forwarded by the President of the Region to the officers of the Z.O.A. and the members of the Executive Committee and the .Administrative Council of the 
Z. O. A. 

I 

It was moved by Mr. Shetzer, 

T~ the President appoint a Committee of Three or Five, 
to which the Besolution of the New England Zionist Region, 
relative to peace objectives, shall be referred; 

Tiiil the Committee be charged with drafting a statement, 
to be circularized among the members of the Z,O,A, Executive 
not later than a week prior to the forthcoming Convention, in 
order that the Executive maJT come prepared to address itself 
to that statement at ita final meeting before the Convention, 
to be held on Friday, S•ptember 5th, at Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mr. Szold made the observation that if the proposed Oommittee is to function, it will be forced to take into account the fact that any discussion about 
peace aims -- that is, other than a r~etatement in Herzlian terms of our 
aims - will immediately involve us in certain political considerations, 
namely, do we or do we not want to discuss Arab Confederation, Near East 
Oonf ederation, l.l" bi-nationalism. A big release, passed by the censor, 
coming from Dr. Judah Magneo, definitely recommended bi-nationalism. There 
mey be something said in a discussion about peace aims, which m~ be mis-
t nterpreted by our Government and by the :British, as interfering with the 
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war effort, \ie cannot refer this to the Oommittee for its decision, 
Mr. Szold reiterated, without having some v0ry important discussion on the 
matter, 

ihe Chairman felt that there should be no discussion on this matter at the 
Convention, 

Mr. Epstein concurred with the President's view, We can, however ··- ha 
pointed out - adopt a resolution that we aim to bring three million Jews into Palestine in the next ten years, but we cannot discuss the modus operandi at 
this time, 

The Chairman stated that the persons who will draft the Resolution will be 
very carefully selected, The Resolution will be submitted for consideration ru1d discussion at tht; September 5th meeting of the Executive, but will not be 
discussed at the Convention sessions, 

Judge Ellenbogen regarded as unnecessary the appointment of a Conn:nittee, pointi~g out that unless the proposed Resolution will include details, it will be 
necessary to have a discussion at the Convention, While sharing the view that there should be no discussion at the Convention, he felt that any discussion 
on peace aims at this time is premature. 

Mr. Gurfein also considered it premature at this time, and did not think we 
should be bound by a resolution, 

Dr. Goldman stated that we are meeting at a Zionist Convention at the end of • a yearts history, During this year, many attempts have been made to obtain 
a statement from the British Government on its attitude toward Palestine, but no such statement has been forthcoming, Quite the contrary; most of the 
statements that have come out of England have been either negative or evasive, Tho Zionists in .America, assembled in Convention, cannot let this year of 
effort on our part, and the evasion on the pa.rt of the British, go by unheeded, The time m~ not be appropriate for a discussion of those details suggested by Mr. Szold, but the time is urgent for a repetition of Zionist aims to make the world understand that the evasion of the British has made no difference in our stubborn resolve to posseas Zion, 

Rabbi Breslau believed that no resolution is required for that. 

Dr, Goldman stated that, because of the atmosphere in which we are meeting, 
extra solemnity is required, 

The Chairman remarked that it may be tha.t the Comm1 t tee that the Chairman will appoint will not have anything ready by the time of the Oonvention, 

Dr, Brickner declared that, with the world going through the most cataclysmic 
chPnJ?e that it has ever experienced, the Zionists cannot come to a Convention a.f-. the Zionist Organisation of .America - the only free country where Je~~ can speak~- and reiterate something that was proclaimed in ~asle. We are a political movement, we are even a political party; we have to have a 
line to use in connection with the changing ciroumetances of political life 
in J\merica. We have an lmergeney Oommittoe which deals almost exclusively 
with the nuances of that problem. !he delegates must eome to this Convention 
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and hear from it an utterance that expresses the line of thought of Zionist 
philosophy in this revolutionary time. The Exeautive can accept or modify the 
line that will be prepared by the Comnittee. It must be submitted to the 
Convention for discussion. It ma:, be so finely formulated that it will be 
adopted unanimously. If it is not carried unanimously, then discussion must be 
permitted. The Convention Program Committee felt that that discussion should 
be in Executive session, and if aeything is adopted at the Executive session, 
it should go out to the Zionist world. 

In line with Dr. Brickner•s remarkst Dr. Goldman took occasion to report on a 
meetix:ig held four months ago, when certain gentl€1Ilen who stand close to the 
Go•ernment, were questioned a.s to the advisability of stating peace aims and 
objectives, etc. The final word was that it was one thing for us to deliberate, 
to study, and to come to an agreement even, in an intimate group, and it is 
anothRr thing for us to reveal all that we have in mind on a public platform, 
just because we are a political movement - as Dr. Brickner stressed - and 
we have to consider the exigencies of the times in which we labor and in which 
we think. The other Governments of the world are not broadcasting what is in 
their minds, and there are probably committees somewhere doing the thinldng and 
preparing objectives or aims of their respective Governments. In any statement 
of objectives we m~ give to the world today - Dr. Goldm9n continued - there 
will be some weak spots thnt our enemies o.nd our opponents could utilize between 
now and the time when the •. finnl peace aims will be presented. Zionism 
is not only a political mvvbment; it is also a Messianic movement, and Messian­
ism lends itself to repetition • .As to whether that Messianic hope can or should 
be fragmentized for public debate on bi-nationalism, Confederation, eto., is, 
in the first place, too soon to know, and in the socond place, most impolitic. 

Dr. Brickner maintained that some guidance must be given to the delegates at 
the forthcoming Convention. 

Dr. Goldman stated that the President, in naming the Committee, will go beyond 
the immediate Executive and beyond the immediate llnergency CommitteeJ and when 
we come to our next Executive meeting, we will have a resolution before us. 

Mr. Stone contended that if the forthcoming Z.O.A. Convention did not issue a 
clear, concrete, and direct statement of the Zionist position and aims, it 
would be guilty of a crime against posterity. The Ba.ale Program was prepared 
in 1896. ihe Committee to be named by the President should fonnulate a Besolu­
tion which should be concrete and direct, ani in line with the realities of 
1941. 

Mr, Shetzerfs motion was finally seconded and unanimously adopted. 

I I. EXPENSES CB' MJMBERS al ZQ.1 llEOU'rIVE 
~O FORrHCCUING CONVENTIW1 

It was the consessua of opinion that the members 
of the Z.O . .A.. lbtecutive should not receive their 
expenses to the f ortheaning .Annual z. 0.A. Convention 
to be held in Oinoinnati, Ohio. 



Executive - 8/3/41 
... 7 -

I I I. REPORT CF EM4NUEL NE'Q}AANN: 

Mr. Neumann reported briefly on meetings between the :Blnergeney Committee and 
some of the members of the -'ctions Committee and Dr, Weizmann, The last meeting 
before Dr. Weizme.nn left was devoted to an attempt to clarify some of the 
questions touched upon at this Execmtive meeting, ihere is a vast difference 
between clarifying the position among ourselves, and a thought-out presenta-
tion for public opinion. We have been endeavoring to clarify certain things 
for ourselves, fhere were several attempts in the llhiergency Committee to do 
so. Dr. Weizmann presented several suggestions or ideas at the last meeting; 
hti thought it would be advisable to hold, sometime during the coming yeax, 
a ~onference which would be fairly representative of Zionist opinion toda;y, for 
tho purpose of attempting to reaeh an agreement with regard to aims and 
objectives. This is the so-called "Na.iditch" plan, There are various forms 
uhich this idea could take, .A. Zionist Congress is out of the question at this 
time. .As matters were finally left, Dr, Weizmann was to take up the question 
with the F.oceoutive in London and with the Palestine Ex:eoutive, and to com­
municate to us their decision, after he has presented the proposal that such 
a conference should take place in .America sane time during the coming winter. 
He also thought that such a conference might adopt a declaration in behalf of 
the whole Zionist movement, if by that time we thought we were reaey. We are 
nou waiting for a statement from the Executive as to what their views nre, 
4\ the same time a plenary meeting of the l!mergency Oommi ttee is being called 
this week, to discuss the queetion as to whether a conference could or should 
be held, and what kind of a conference. It was und rstood that the various 
.American Zionist organizations would discuss the question at their own meetings, 
This Executive should now discuss uhether it favors cal.ling a conference whirh 
will be attended by repres entati vee of .American Zionism, by 1Western Hani8!)here 
Zio'nists, and also by Zionists from Palestine, and perhaps from various countries 
of the British l!lnpire. 

Mr. Neumann said he had been requested to sound out the u. s. Government as to 
their attit~, for obviously such a conference would involve securing permis­
sion ~o--people to eome here, He had discussed this vrith the Acting Secretary 
of State, Mr. Neumann presumed that not more than twenty-five or thirty people 
uould come to the United States to attend the conference. The .Acting Secretary 
of State said he would handle the matter and see to it that the visas are 
granted; and th~t that, at the same time, we ought to givo consideration to 
the question of whether the holding of such a conference, with the wide 
publicity which it would receive, might have repercussions in the Near East, 
where the unfavorable situation was giving concern. Mr. Neumann assured him 
that the question would be given consideration. 

Referring to the quutton of the formation of a Jewish military force, Mr, 
Neumann said that Dr. Weizmann had been told in Maroh that the plan for a Jewish 
army r1ou1d have to bo deferred for four to six months. Four months he.ve now 
elapsod and Dr. Weizmann thought that the question should now be taken up once 
more. 'l'he argument of shortage of equipnent m~ not now have as much force . 
as it had previously. 
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The l!mergency Committee is concerned about another aspect --- Mr. Neumann continued --- and that is the various indications Tihich have come recently that the :British Government may be considering steps which mAY lead to political changes in the Middle Ea.st. 'rhoro was an editorial in the London Times, proposing the union of Syria and Palestine. There was an editorial in the Manchester Guardian, saying that an .Arab Oonf edoration uas not in­compatible with a Jonish Commonwoalth in PAlcstine. There is the dispatch of Lyttleton to Cairo, and conversations which ha h~s been carrying on there. Thero is tho statement from Dr. MA-gnes. .And there has been a roquest from tho Executive in London that a ~rominent JmcricAn Zionist come to England for a prolonged stay, in order to net as a liaison officer between us and the London Executive. 'rhnt, perhaps, was the most serious indication of important devolopnents in tho offing. We do not lmow, of course, uhat it is that they havo in mind, We can only guess, 1or one thing, there a.re indications that the British consider the prosont a favorable moment for bringing about a change in the status of Syria as well as of Paleotine. It is possible that a formula of Arab confederation may promote British Im~erial interests and consolidate the whole region under British protection. 

Some of us fear, more than anything else, the possible creation of accomplished facts, which uould prejudge the situation at the Peace Conference. Mr. NG1.lIDDlln, personally, feared that an attempt might be made to force a premature agreoment between the British Government and the Zionist movement under tho stress of war. The .4:ra.b "nuisance" value is very high just now, v,hilo our position is still very woo.k:; and onco commitments are made, they a.ro very difficult to unmake. From that point of view, representatives of the l!lnergoncy Committee had dis­cussions with high .Amorican officials in Washington on two separate occasions, and after Jnthony F.den 1s spoech, we askod our Gov rnment whether it nas con­ceivable that the British Govornmont would make important political chnngeo in tho Near East, without first consulting tho .Araerican Government; and socondly, whether the J&nerican Government would take a position with respect to Pfilestine before the views of Anorican Zionism had been heard. ~e opinion exprcssod to us was that tho British Govornmont v,ould not att001pt such changes, without consulting the Jmorican Government, And, of course, the .American Government would take no position uithout giving us tho information and full opportunity for expressing our views. But the multiplication of signs in the lnst few weeks thnt something was brewing hF-ts CA.used us unoasiness. 

Continuing, Mr, Neumann said he hA.d asked a high official of tho kncrican Government last week whet~9r it was possible for the American Government to address itself to the British Government and ask for assurance that there would be no basic changes vr commitments affecting Polestine, without previous consultation with the American Govemment. The reply was entirely s~tisfa.ctory. Mr. Neurrann hRd suggestod that no step be taken before we discussed the matter further, and that we might wieh to submit a memorandum on the mattor, before official action was taken by the Got-ernment. The submission of such a memoran­dun: \78.8 now under consideration. 

With regard to Dr, l,fo.gnest statement, Mr. Neumann said it looked r ,ther innocent to tte . uninitiated. Dr, MAgnee spoke of a bi-national state. Mr, Noumann ea.id he had heard from friends of our cause that they thought the statement or Dr. Magnes was rather helpful. However, this proposal. considering its source (Dr, Magnes) a.nd the ciro'Ul+lstances, really means an Arab State, with a Jewish 
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minority, Tb the pan-Arabs it also means, Mr. Neumann thought, the union of 
Syria nnd Palestine, the separation of uhieh they had never fully accepted, 
Therein, of course, also lies a very grave danger. 

Mr. Neumann added that, while it is premature to make any public statement with 
regard to our peace aims, we must be on guard against the creati~n of difficul­
ties, from which we will not be able to extricate ourselves later, It happened 
in the first World War, It would be very unfortunate if, for la.ck of alertness 
on our part the situation becomes complicated once more, instead of being kept 
~lear, 

Mr. Neumann said further that at a full meeting of the members of the Jfrnergeney 
Committee and of members of tho Actions Committee, drafts of formulation of 
peace aims ha.d. been discussed, but none adopted, 

Mr. Neumann reported that at the last meeting held with Dr, Weizmann, he referred 
to the possible inclusion of Palestine in a Confoderation, Secondly, Dr, 
Weizmann spoke of the Peel Report as a possible basis, but not with those 
boundaries,. ihirdly I) Dr, Weizmann seemed to feel that we eould not l'aise the 
question of changing the political status of Transjordania, 

ThQ . eqntinued 
/O.i •3 cussion at that meeting - Mr. Neuma.nD{- revealed some divergoncies of 

vi~~s. On the whole, the consensus of opinion as represented by those who 
participated in the discussion seemed to be against rather than in favor of the 
inclusion of Palestine in a federation and also against revorting to partition, 
There uere several who spoke in favor of our raising the issue of Transjordania. 
There v;as a lf'.l"ge measure of agreement that some kind of conference would be 
useful, although there was no agreement as to what kind of a conference it 
should bo, 

Mr. Neunann doubted whether the timo had come for us to malro public a binding 
statement of our post-war• aims in detailed form. We have been considering 
ways of bringing the Zionist issuo generally to the fore again, November 2nd 
is the twenty-fourth anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, and it was thought 
that this uas the time when wo should ca:rry on a. country-wide campaign of 
education; by public meetings, radio addresses, etc., and the lino to be taken 
at such meetings would be solidarity with Great Britain in her war efforts, 
celebrating the anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, declaring that the 
Balfour Deoln.ration h~.s not yet been fulfilled, ( Lord Halifa.J'.! statement to the 
contrary nttwitnstandlng) and that ue expeot its complete fulfillment. 

In conclusion, Mr. Neumann suggested that the Z.O.A. Executive adopt an attitude 
on (1) the matter of the conference; and (2) any matters in connection with 
the political report. 

IV. DISCUSSION ON PROPOSAL FOR CONFERENCEa 

A discussion ensued on the proposal set forth in Mr. Neumann's report, regarding 
the convening of a conference in the United States. representative of the 
Zionist 1,1orld. 
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Mr. Dru1iol Frisch tho'llght A. conference nt this ti.me v.'ould be premature Md 
undesirable, mid suggested thnt the desired results could be achieved by having 
a small committee or coanission visit the Jewish coF.:r:11mities in various 
countries throughout the world, ,-,herovor possible. 

Dr. Goldman said that he did not, at this r.1oment, see either the nood, tho V 
~isdo□, or the benefit of the type of conference suggested, .Analyzing the 
existing situati.on of the Je,~1:?.0 tr.roughout the world, he observed thn.t a 
wor·ld conference '1.t this time uould mean tb.e su-omission of United States 
Jer:ry to tho thinking of a fow sr:iall minority countries. He maintained that 
those who would cor.10 to tho conf or once ,~·ouJ. d not al together repres cnt tho 
thinking of Pn.lestine. He offered a counter-proposal: which he believed is 
more pr'\ctical, nar.-cly, that the Jeus of the United States - because of the 
respousibility they should have and the part they shoiird pley -- name a 
coITIDission to visit that part of the Jewish uorld uhere admission is possible, 
for the purpose of consul ting with the J.eaM :::~, s·~i.;.~rir~g at first hand, 
Jewish conditions there, nnd ascertaining the though·~s and. feelings of those 
Jevn-ies 0 The send-off of the co111IDission should be dramatizedo On the basis 
of the commission rs report, the Zionists of .America might invite people f rl"ll'T\ 
Pnlcstine - not necessnrtly of th~ Executive - and people from London, tw tbs 
United States, for serious consideration and study. On the bnsis of su h 
conference, we will be in a better. position to spealt to .American Jewry, Pnd 
to speak to the .Awerican Government, regarding Palestine and the genernl 
situntion. In brief, a conference in the United States should be rooted in 
the realities of the present Palestine and general Jewish situation, n.s 
.American Jews see it, through .American Je~ish experts. 

Mr. A. X. Epstein called n.ttention to the "nuisance" value that would be 
created through the convening of such a conference. 

The Chairman wondered whether the time was propitious for creating such 
1tnuisance" v.al ue. 

• 
Dr. Brickner concurred in the view that the proposed conference v1ould hn.ve 
tremendous "nuisance" v~lue. Furthermore, the conference would set up a 
provisional Jewish governraent with one objective - Palestine. He urged the 
value of immediate action, rather than post-uar action. 

Mr. Robert M. Bernstein observed that the difficulty is that unless wo take 
n position now, certain things oay be fixed, which it will be impossible 
later to unfix or undo. Post-war action may be too late as far as our demands 
upon the British Government are concerned, He was not convinced, he said, as 
to the necessity of having a conference. He believed that the Z.O.A. Conven­
tion in Soptomber, if carefully planned, could accomplish almost as much as 
any conference. The ArnericRil Governnent will eventually p~ny a great pnrt 
in the solution of the problem of r-inorities throughout the world. He doubted 
whether the American Government would be impressed any more by a conference 
attended by a few representatives from South .American countries, fro~ Palestine, 
England, nnd South Africa. The .American Jew must do the talking. If we, 
at the Zionist Convention, put forth a strong position, so that the American 
Government will be convinced ali to the seriousness of our situation, we uill, 
for the time being, accomplish as mu.ch as a:ny conferonce could accomplish. 
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Dr. Goldman's proposal to send a commission to Palestine has certain weaknessea 9 Mr. Bernstein continued. Firstly, there is the matter of expense. Secondly, 
if the commission spends a week or two in Palestine and in the other countries, 
it can, at best, ma.lee only a cursory study, rather than a complete and inten­
sive study. 

Mrs. Pool believed that if a conference were called by a Jewish Agency of 
Zionists and non-Zionists, for c<:D!~on action by Jmerican Jewry on behalf of 
Palestine, constructive results could be obtained • .As for the proposed com­
mission, she believod that Palestine would welcome the visit of a group of 
.An:ericnns at this time. 

Mr. Neumann doubted the wisdom of sending a commission into all the countries 
open to us, but thought that a. visit by an .American delegation to Palestine 
would be desirable. It would give the Yishuv a great "lift" and they need it. 
They feel that it would be helpful if there were some .Americnn Zionist 1 ea.de!:!_ 
in Palestine, sharing the responsibilities of the Yishuv • .As for the holding 
of R conference, Mr. Neumann pointed to the fact that the political situation 
in the Near Ea.st is apparently now beginning to assume dynamic aspects, and 
therefore a round-table conference of the various sections of the movement 
would be very desirable. We don't know how long it ~ill ta.lee before we uill 
reach an agreement ,1ith the non-Zionista regarding the Jewish .Agency; but th•re 
is a Zionist movement, and wo c rtainly have a great responsibility toward tho 
worldwide Zionist organization .. which has been greatly weakened by tho 
war. It becomes necessary for thb American Zionists to pley- the put of host 
to other parts of the movement, and we can hold some kind of a conference 
which will be attended by outstanding Zionists from other countries. As an 
.American Zionist, Mr. Neumann said, he would seize tho opportunity of having 
a conference even if it did not have statutory powers. It would havo consider­
able moral authority. Such a conference would serve as a. means of strengthening 

the Movement and provide an authoritative forum, constituted with the 
knowledge and approval of the World Zionist Executive, for the purpose of 
shaping Zionist policy. The views expressed by such a conference could, of 
courso, not be ignored by the Executive. 

Mr. Stone called attention to tho fact that any decision mruie now is subject 
to change ~wing to omergenciee which~ arise, He said that although he was 
opposed to the idea. of commissions, because of our experiences in the past, a 
great deal depends upon the compos1t•ion of the cot:lIIlission. S1nce tho recom­
mendation to call a conference has come from the President of the ~orld Zionist 
Organization, he regarded it in the interest of tho Zionist movement not to 
treat the proposal lightly, but, ~ith clear conscience, endorse it. The 
details can be considered later • 

.Answering some of the points touched upon in this discussion, Dr. Goldman 
stated: (1) tho convening of the proposod conference would be 1 oss expensive 
thnn a Zionist Congress; (2) There is no limitation as to the timo the commis­
sion uill spend in Palestine or elsewhere; (3) Thero is no intention to slap 
tho ~·ace of the Executive; we want to know the situation in Pal es tine at first 
hand, as well as the situation with regard to European Jewry. 
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Dr. Goldman felt that the preparation for the conference should be conducted 
very carefully and very slowly. The conferenco must have legal status. He 
disagreed with Mr. Neumann's view that a conference, without legal status, 
could be important. He added that he was opposed to the present Emergency 
Committee because it has no legal status. Dr. Goldman referred briefly to 
the Provisional Committee for Zionist .Affairs, created in the United States 
in 1917, which was the body that spoke for the Zionists of the world. In 
those years, he pointed out, there. was no duly elected Zionist Executive 
that could get together. Palestine was out of the pieture. Today, the 
stror.gfu of the Executive is not in London, but in Palestine. The Falestine 
Execu~ive will not recognize the decisions of a good-vrill conference, if it 
is in opposition to it. 

A world conference, if it is to be held - Dr. Goldman continued -- must be 
prt!Qeded by the folloning three steps: (1) An American cornnission con-
sulting Zionist leaders and Zionist bodies in con:r.iunities throughout the V 
world, v1herever possible. (2) While we cannot have a Congress on a large 
scale, we can have a Congress on a small SC61&, that is, a Congress with 
legal status. The World Zionist Executive should invite Jewry the world 
over to send one delegate for every 20,000 members, and to prepare a formula 
on the basis of \7hich the conference can have legal status. ( 3) Conversa­
tions with non-Zionists, with whom \70 hope to have a united front, should 
take place simultaneously, even with respect to this conference. f~ile ue 
Zionists are not going to have our policies moulded by non-Zionist thinking, 
we should infonn tl'.Lom what we have in *ind and what r,e plan to do, It is 
not our prerogative, and it should not7iur desire, to prepare the agenda for 
the conference. The agenda should be prepared by the Executive, but the con­
ference should have the legal power, Dr. Goldman reiterated. 

Commission to Palestine and 
Otner Zionist Organizations: 

Dr, Solomon Goldman moved, 

THA1' the Zionist Organization of .America, in consultation 
with other Zionist bodies, send a Commission to make 
contact with Zionist organizations in the Jewish cor.mnmities 
throughout the world, wh6rever possible. 

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried. 

Proposal for a~ International Meeting: 

Dr. Goldman then made the following motions 

THA!I' the Zionist Organization of .America endorses the proposal 
of Dr. Chaim Weizmann for a world Zionist conference, to be 
hold in tho United States sometime in mid-winter, or in tho 
near future, provided this conference secures legal status. 
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Discussing Dr, Goldman's second motion, Mr. Neumann pointed out that the 
proposal which Dr. Yieizmann had ma.de was not the calling of a Congress, but 
rather the holding of a conference whose main purpose uould be to deal with 
ma,jor policy, and \1hose voice rrould be authoritative. Dr. 1·ioizmann had in 
mind a conference which had po~ers, not necessarily all the powers of a 
Congresa, a.nd had in fa.ct suggested that the conference should name a "negotiat­
ing committee" and collaborate ,11. th Dr. ·~veizmann. If \78 do not want to involve 
the situation too much, Mr. Neumann sugge~ted, the thing to do is to declare 
at this stage that we approve the idea of a conference, provided it is 1mder­
stood that this conference will have certain pouers, 

Dr. Goldman maintained that he wanted the conference to have legal stntus, 
that is, such powers as woµld bind the Executive,. . Tho other safeguard ho 
sought vms that th~ J~,vries in the various countries olect their orm reprosen­
tati vos to the conference. 

; 

Mrs. Pool believed that the Executive has the right to establish the formula 
for the election of delegates to the Congress, and other rights which would 
give full legal status to the conference. 

Mr. Bernstein suggested that it be called a Qon:fergpce of World Zionists, to 
be held in the United States, 

Mr, Neumann suggested the amendment& PROVmG that the decisions of the 
eonference, within the range of the agenda provided for the confer ence, shall 
be binding u~on the Executive, He pointed out that a Congress implies the power 
to elect an Executive and to elect All the other organs of the mov ement. That 
may be desirable, Mr. Neumann said, but if such a proposal were mruio, nothing 
would come of it. On the other hand, there are other things of maj or im­
portance which we should not forego, particularly, the fonnulation of Zionist 
policy. 

Dr, Goldman agreed vrith Mr, Neumann insofar as he pointed out that there are 
matters which haveto be discussed and can be discussed at a conference, and 
thero are matters which only a Congress can discuss, and we need not have 
such a Congresa at this moment. However, if the delegates to tho Conf oronce 
are to be appointed by the Executive~ then the conference h~ no moaning, 

Mr. Robert Szold thereupon moved the following substi tuto motions 

TIW the Executive of the Zionist Organization of .America 
has heard with favor the proposal for an international 
meeting, to be held within the near future, at e time thrt 
ilill be later found to be appropriate, and :µ.nder safeguards 
that will provide that it shall be truly representative and 
that its decisions shall be binding upon the World Zionisl 
Executive. The Executive further requests that any concreto 
proposals for such an international meeting be submitted to 

tho next meeting of the Z.O.A. Executive. 

The substitute motion was seconded and unanimously carried, 
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T~ we approve the proposal for the observance of the 
24th Anniversary of the issuance of the Balfour Declara­
tion, on November 2nd, by public meetings, demonstrations, 
etc., in cooperation rnth other Zionist bodies and groups. 

The motion was seconded and unanimously ea.rried. 

VI. R.EQ.UEST FOR Z. O.A, DESIGNEES
1 

TO EMERGENCY COMMITTEE: 

Mr. Szold moved, 

THAI' the matter of the request for Z.O,A. designces 
to the b.irnergency Co~Jr. ittee be deferred until after 
the Convention. 

The motion was sceonded and unanimously carried. 

VII. COMi1iITTEE TO PREPARE BUDGETARY RECWMENDA!I'IQNS: 

It WRS duly moved, s econded. and unanimously &arried, 

THAT the President be authorized to appoint a Committee 
to prepnrc budgetary recor.:mendations for presenta.tion to 
the next meeting of the z. O.A. Executive, to be held on 
Friday, September 5th, in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

... - - - - - - -
VIII. DR. WISE'S LETTER ON WELFARE FUNDS: 

it uas moved by Mr. Dn.niol Frisch, ruid seconded by Dr. Solor.1 on Goldman, 

THA!r discussion on Dr. Wise's letter on Welfn.ro Funds 
be referred to tho incoming .Adri1inistration of the Z.O.A. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 
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IX. SHEIQ;I, C.AMP.A.IGl~: 

Dr, Solomon Goldmon.moved, 

THAT the consideration of a Shekel Compo.ign be 
deferred until after consideration of the proposal 
for an International Zionist Meeting. 

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried. 

'?he meeting adjourned at 6:15 P. M. 

Respectfully submitted, 



TEi\ TATIVE b:E.AFT OF COl!VEHTIOlJ P:?lOGRAM 

PROGRAM 
OF THE 

FORTY-FOURTH Ai-·l,itJA.L CO:i. •-VEHTIOM OF THE ZIOiTI ST ORGA. IZATI OH OF AM...RICA 

CO:iiV:EiiTION HEADQUA: .. TERS: GIBSOl~ HOTEL, CIHCil~JATI, OHIO 

FRID~Y AFTE~~OOH - SEPTEMBER 5, 1941 

z. a.A. EXECUTIVE ME:t:TirG -- GIBso:\1 HCYJ:EL __ 2: oo P. ::: . 

SABBATH SERVICES AT THE FOLLO W!: G TEMPLES Oi.t FRIDAY EVEl>Jij,;J.ft~ID Ol1T 
SATURDAY lviOR.L~I .. -G: 

FRIDAY EVElJL 'G -- s.E. CO.R~:ER St:1 and PLUM STREETS 

SATUBDAY MORlU>G -- S .E. COR:T:F.R 8t~1 and PLUM STIGETS 

COJ GREGATIOi~ B 1HAI ISRAEL -- 270 ~.CcGregor Avenue 

.ADATH ISRAEL -- LexinGton Avenue and Readin6 Road 

THE RABBIS OF TF..ESE TEMPLES HAVE BEElJ IlJVITED BY DR. HELL.EH TO L -VITE 
CERTAL- RABBIS TO ADDRESS TH.;:;; IR TEMPLE SERVICES. 

SATURDAY AFTEiuJOOl·T I SEPTEHBER 6, 1941 

0100 SHAJ3BA.T -- GIBSOH HOTEL -- 3:00 P. Ir. 

To be ar .c ani ed by local committee a:nd Dr.Sa.nmel Blumenfield, Director, 
Z.O,A, Department of You th and Education. Program to include: 

1. Brief greet i ngs and comments from of ficers and leaders 
of Cincinnati Zionists, including the Rabbinate, Jewish 
educators, etc. 

2. S0116 s and dramatic readings furnished by Zio ,1ist You th groups. 

3. Refroshments 

SATURDAY EVE~Jil~G 

E 1LAVEH MALKA -- GI:SSON HOTEL -- S:30 P.r(. 

To be arranged jo i ntly by 1fonahem Ri balow 
a nd Dr.Samuel Blumenfield. 

Auspices of Histadruth Ivrith 
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The M1laveh Malka will be devoted to problems of Hebrew culture; the program 
to co -;.1sist of 

1. Brief Havdaleh ceremony by Cincinnati Young Judaea 

2. (a) A summary of the most important Hebrew creations 
of the year, and 

(b) An evaluation of outstand.i i1g personali tics whose 
anniversaries have been observed during the course 
of the year, particularly that of Yehudah Halevi. 

3. Eusical numbers by the Cincinnati Choral group. 

SATURDAY EVEUilTG 

REGISTRATION OF DELEGATES -- 9:00 P.i-1. -- HOTEL GIBSO-~ 

.:EETIIG OF :TATIOUAL ADMilUSTRATIVE comrcIL -- 9:00 P. -~. -- HOTEL GIBSOlli 
(Attendance limited to members of C9m1cil only) 

SIDTDAY MORNii~G, SEPTElIBER 7, 1941 

~EGISTRATIOi OF DELEGATES (continuud) -- HOTEL GIBSON 

FIRST SESSION -- 10:00 A.M, 

1. Convention called to order by Dr. Jaliles G. Heller , Chairman of 
Program Committee 

2. ~rational Anthem 

3. Greettn.:: s from Cincinnati Community, by Ur . Rosenberg, Chairman of Cincin-
nati Community Coun, 

4. Submission of Admii1 ~s tration Re) ort 

5 • .Announcement of Committee on Committees (to be approved by Conve!1tion) 

6. Election of Praesidium 

7. Reports by 
(a) United Palestine Appeal 
(b) Jewish lTational Fund 
(c) Koren Hayesod 

8. Grc ..; tin&s by 

(a) F..adas sah 
(b) Order Sons of Zion -- Harry Grayer 
( c) r':i zrachi 
(d) Poale Zion 
(e) .E-~glish Zionists -- Lavi Dakstansky 
(f) Keren Hayeaod Executive-- Dr. KurtEl.umon:field 
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SUlJ)AY AFTERiTOOH I SEPTE" :BER 7. 1941 

SEco:m SESSIOt -- 2:00 P. ·!~. 

1. Greetings by ~ror of Ci11cinnati 
2. Presidential address -- E. I. Kaufmann 
3. Addresses on "Palestine and the World Scene" --(by a few promirn nt speakers) 

SUlIDAY EVENL7G SEPTE~IBER L _1941 

THIBD SESSIO~ -- 7:00 P . I~. 

B.A.:.TQ,UET (ko shor food) 

1. Invocation 
2 . Addresses-- (by a few prominent speakurs) 
3. Eusical Selections 
4. Benediction 

~,:ffiIDAY l OBlJE~G SEPTE. J3ER 8 1941 

1. Meetings of Standing Committees: 

(a) Comrni ttee 
(b) Committee 
(c) Committee 
(d) Conuni ttee 
(e) Committee 
(f) Committ ee 
( b ) Committee 

(h) Committee 

on Credentials 
on ~ominations 
on Resolutions 
on Publications 
on Finance 
on Youth and Education ( will Il1Jet with S!TIIT,Posium) 
on Public Relations and Political Affairs (will muet with 

synposium) 
on Rebional Reorganization and ~embership 
on Palestine and its Economic Problems (will muut with 

symposium) 
(j) Committee on Palestine Funds 

(i) Committee 

2. S,IIIIPO sia: 

(a) Youth and _~ucation -- Herman L. Weisman, Chairman of Zio nist Youth 

Papers: "Zio:1ist ]:a.ucation of the Child" 
• 11 Zio ·.1ist Education of the Youth" 

11 Zio~1ist Education of tho Adult" 
Discussion 

Commission, presid: ng 
Dr. Emanuel Gamoran 

-- Dr. Shlomo Bardin 
Dr. Israel Goldman 

(b) Political an9- Public Relations -- ·,:urray I .Gurfein , pro siding 
Papers -- by :'obert ,fi. . BornsteL, Emanuel Heumann, and 

Dr• Barnett R. Brickner 
Discussion 



• 

, 
r 

,.. - 4 -

(c) Pro ects for the Districts -- Rabbi Morton Berman, presidi ng 
Papers -- 11Aid to Britain" -- Rabbi Maurice Perlzweig 

"Jewish Hational Fund'' -- Abraham H.Cohan 
"Va.ad B1tachon" -- Louis P.Rocker 
11Hechal ut z 11 -- Mordecai Konovd t z 
"President' a Chapter" -- Rabbi Samuel Cooper 

Discussion 

(d) Economic Problems in Palestine -- A. K. Epstein, presiding 
Papers -- by Maurice M. Boukstoin, Judge Bernard ;\,Rosenblatt, 
Discussion 

(Each symposium is to have a chairman and secretary. At tho conclu sion of 
each symposiu.rn, an appointed committee will prepare a report, to be pre­
sontod to the Convention at the concluding session on Tuesday, and, if 
ado1Jtcd, to b \;I distributed to Districts and written up in ?he i.ew Palest i ne) 

:olIDAY lJOOH -- SE?TEViBER 8, 1941 
FIFTH s ESSION -- LtrJ.mHEol: 

( Two prominent spoakora) 
12:30 

~OlIDAY .AFTEICOOlZ" 2:00 P.ll. 
smH SESSIOlT 

11 C00RDLl. TI0N: The z.o . .A.. and 
Its R0 lationahip to Other Zionist Bodies and 
Fund-Raising Organization" 

Continuation of meet i ngs of 
Standing Committees 

.m:i.mAY EVEl~L G -- 7: 30 P.!. -- SEVEHTH s ESSIOlJ 
Co ntinuation of business of the afternoon session 
Report of Resolutions Committee 
Discussion 
Adoption of Re~olutions 
Report of ·rominations Committee 
Elections 

TUESDAY MORi,JI:~G -- SEPT:EEBER 91 1941 
EIGHTH S~SSIOi: -- : 0 .A..1.i . 

03GAl:JIZA.TI0l AL PROBLEMS 
Submission of reports of Symposia by respective secretaries 
Discussion. .Ample time to be allowod• and to be follo wed by action on 

specific resolutions formulating z.o.A. pol i cy and method 
of implementation. 

Adoption of Resolutions. 
-- Cont ·nuation of meeting s of Standin& Committees --

TUESDAY : .001'J' -- ZIO .. IST YOUTH 1m-cHEO~,. -- 12: 0 F . l . 
j_ L .TH SESSIOH 

To co nsist of brief discussions by :roung p eople representing A.VUICAH, i. :ASADA, 
YOUNG JUD.A.DA, aad JU-.:. IO~ HADASSA.H, on 11Froblems Facing American Zi o1 ism". 
The four representatives will be selected from t i1e S er Camp Institute 
being conducted at Amherst, N.H. Also, Exhibit of materials pertaining to 
Zionist cultural activities and youth programs. 

UHFilHSHED Bus: :Ess - - TE.:rTH SESSION -- TUESDAY AFTER.:OOlT -- 2:00 P.l✓• • 
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MINUTES OF z.o.A. EXECUTIVE MEETING.HELD ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15. 1941, 
10 A, M., il THE RITZ-CARLTON HorEL, 

0 

BROAD AND WALNUT STS. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

PRESENT: Judge Louis E. Levinthal (in the Chair), Robert M. Bernstein, 
Maurice Boukstein, Rabbi Isadore Breslau, Jacob Fishman, Daniel Frisch, 
.Abraham Goldberg, Cecil R. Gordon, Dr. James G, Heller, Fdmund I. Kaufmann, 
Mordecai Xonowitz, Lou.is Lipsky, ]inanuel Neumann, Charles J. Rosenbloom, 
Bernard G. Rudolph, Simon Shetzer, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Louis E. Spiegler, 
Robert Szold; Mrs. Oscar Bender (representing Hadassah); Harry Takiff (Masada); 
and H. A. Schulson. 

EXCUSES FOR .ABSENCE were received from Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner, Alb ert X. 
Epstein, Judge Harry M, Fisher, Dr, Solomon Goldman, Abraham Goldstein, 
Dr, Israel Goldstein, Harry Grayer, Murray I. Gurfein, Dr, Edward L. Israel, 
Dr, Israel H. Levinthal, Ba.bbi Irving Miller, Louis P, Rocker, Judge Morris 
Rothenb erg, F.era z. Shapiro, Dewey D, Stone, Elihu D, Stone, Dr, Stephen S, 
Wise, Mrs, Tamar de Sola Pool, 

~ - - - ~ - - - - - - - - -
The President reported that immediately after the adjournment of 

the Convention, and after an informal luncheon meeting with those memb ers 
of the Executive Connnittee still in Cincinnati, he visited Chicago and Detroit 
and found in both communities evidences of a revival of Zionist enthusiasm, 
The President also referred to the many mess es he received from all parts 
of the world and read the cableR from Dr. Weizmann and the Vaad Leumi in 
reply t o his greetings to them. 

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

I. MEETING OF ZIONISTS AND Not-ZIONISTS 
TO BE HELD ON SEPTEMBER 25TH, 5 P. M. , 
il THE HOl:EL .ASTOR, NEW YORK CITY. 

It was decided that Judge Levinthal accept an invitation t o r epre­
sent the Z.O.A. at a meeting of Zionist and non-Zi onist leaders, on Septem­
ber 26, 5 P.M., at the Hotel .Astor, in New York: City. This meeting is the 
outgrowth of the recent efforts of Dr, Chaim Weizmann t o enlist the coopera­
tion of .American non-Zionists, with a view t o arriving at s ome modus op­
perendi for a common platform f or our post-war demands, 

II. FUI'URE MEErINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE. 

A. letter will be sent t o all mombem of the Executive to ascertain 
the dates most convenient to the majority for the holding of future Executive meetings, 

III. SHEKEL CAMPAIGN. 

Judge Levinthal appointed Abraham Goodman, Samuel Rothstein, 
Mordecai Xonowit1, and Dr, David ~annenbaum, of New York, to represent the 
Z.O.A. at a meeting of a tentative committee of the Shekel :Board, representing 
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the various Zionist groups, on Wed.nesdey, September 17th, at 5t 30 P •• , at the 
offices of the :Elnergency Committee for Zionist Affairs. 

IV. INTERN.ilION.AL ZIONIST CONFERENCE. 

It was decided that Judge Levinthal appoint a committee, t o be com­
posed of the members of the Z.O.A. Executive,~ho are members of the :Emergency 
Committee, to consider the advisability of celling a special meeting in the 
United States of the Actions Committee, and also to consider, as an additional 
or alternative proposal. the advisability of calling, in tho United States, 
a conference of representatives of all Zionist parties in .America. 

This Committee was roquested t o submit a report to the next meeting 
of the Executive beforo any commitment be made or final action taken. 

V. CONVFNrION RESOLUTION ON COORDINATION. 

It was decided that JUdge Levinthal appoint a special committee of 
the z. O.A., t o formulate a plan to implement the Convention resolution on 
coordination, and t o submit a report at the next meeting of the Executive. In 
t he formulation of its plan• the Committee is authorized t o engage in fact­
finding, to communicate and negotiate with the officers of the Keren Heyesod, 
the J.N.F., the U.P.A., the »nergoncy Committee f or Zionist Affairs, 

VI. EXEC UT IVE DIRECT OR. 

Judge Levinthal was authorized t o retain an Executive Director of the 
Z. O. A., at a salary to be mut\tally agreed upon, to succeed Rabbi Isadore Broslau, 
who has tendered his resignation. 

VII. LIQUIDA1'ION OF DEFICIT. 

Judge Levinthal r;as authorized t o appoint a Committee t o f ormulate 
plans for the liquidation of the deficit. 

VIII. PROCLAMATION OF THE 44TB ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE z. O.A. 

The Executive authorized Judge Levinthal t o appoint a Committee to 
reviso and shorten the Proclamation of the 44th Annual Convention, without 
impairing its substance. This P~oclamation and President Booseveltls letter 
should be adequately publicized and widely distributed. 

IX. BUDGEr .ALLOC.A.TIONS. 

The Executive authorizod Judge Levinthal t o appoint a Committee to 
prepare a budget making allocations for the various departments in tho Z.O.A., 
within the budget of $200,000 approved by the Convention, the said budget t o 
include provision for the liquidation of the deficit, 



Executive Minutes -
9/15/41 

X. CELEBRATION OF THE 24TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BALFOUR DECLARATION. 
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The Executive approved the proposal of the President to issue a 
proclamation calling for the observance of the 24th Anniversary of the Balfour 
Declaration. on November 2nd, by public meetings and demonstrations throughout 
the land. 

XI. POLITICAL ACTIVITY. 

A motion was unanimously carried that Fmanuel Neumann, with the advice 
of the members of the Executive who are also members of the :Emergency Committee, 
submit to the Executive at its next meeting a draft of a complete program of 
all political and public relations activities to be undertaken by the Z. O • .A.. as 
projects for the Districts, and to submit a budget f or one year's activities in 
•ccordance with such program, 

This Committee was also instructed to contact the Xeren Haycsod, the 
J.N.F., and the U.P,A. to request the Jewish .Agency that fundo, in addition to 
what mey be raised and contributed by the American Zionist bodies, be appropria,­
ted for the carrying on of political and public relations work in .America. 

XII. JEWISH RADIO PROGRAMS. 

It uas reported that unfair control of Jewish religious national radio 
broadcasting programs is wielded by anti-Zionists. 

Judge Levinthal was authorized to appoint a Committee t o investigate 
these charges, If the charges be substantiated, the Committee is instructed 
to call upon the representatives of the three large broadcasting systems, to 
urge them t o grant an o~portunity for the presentation of the Zionist point of 
view t o the radio audiences in this country. The President referred this matter 
to the Public Relations Committee. 

XIII. EDUC.ArIONAL DIRECTOR AND ZIONIST YOUTH CWMISSION. 

Judge Levinthal was authorized to appoint a Committee t o me et with the 
Hadassah representatives, to formulate plans for the carrying on of our joint 
Zionist Youth program, and to recommend the engagement of a Director of Youth 
and Education to succeed Dr. Samuel M. Blumonfield1 who resigned. 

XIV. Z. O, A. OONrRACT WITH THE ORDER SONS CB' ZION, 

Judge Levinthal was authorized to appoint a Committee t o commence 
negotiations f or the renewal of the Z.O . .A. contract with the Order Sons of Zion. 

XV. NEX'l' ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEmING. 

It was decided that the first meeting 1£ the newly elected .Administra­
tive Council be held at the Z.O.A. headquarters in Washington, D. c., on Sunday, 
September 28th, at 1100 P.M. 
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XVI. STANDING COMMITTEES: 
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Judge Levinthal was authorized to appoint the following Committees: 

1) :Budget and Office Management 

2) Finance and Revenue 

3) Membership 

4) Publications 

5) Youth Work 

6) Education and Propaganda 

7) Political .Affairs and Public Relations 

8) Economic Problems in Palestine 

9) Palestine Funds and Special Funds Projects 

(a) Jewish National Fund 
(b) Xeren Hayesod 
(c) Vaad :Bitachon 
(d) Hechalutz 
(e) .Aid-to-Britain 

Ete. 

XVI I. DEFENSE SAVINGS BONDS• 

Judge Levinthal referred t r the corrospondonce of the United States 
Treasury Department with regard t ) Defense Savings !onds. Tho Executive 
Director was instructed t n call the attention of all Z,0.A. Districts t o the 
res oluti n of Convention dealing with this matter. 

XVIII. AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS - INSTI'rt1l'E FOR JE"w7ISH .AFFAIRS. 

Judge Levinthal referred t o the request of the American Jewish CongrAss 
f or a z. o. A. subvention for 1 ts Institute for Jewish Affairs. It was ro·••l~i4 
that in view of tho financial statue of tho Z,O.A., tho roquost must regretfully 
be donicd. 

XIX. JUDGE GOLDEN COLONY - J, N. J', : 

Judge Levinthal referred t o the correspondence regarding tho P.Npoaed 
Judge Gnldon Colony of the J.N.F. 'l'his matter was reforrod to the Speoi&l. 
Committ00 of the Jewish National Fund for consideration. 

'l'he meeting adjourned at 6:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

lead re Breslau 



MINUTF,5 OF MEETING OF NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL, HELD 
ON SUNDAY, SEPTE!'\IBER 28th, 1941, 1:00 P.M., AT THE ZOA 

HEADQUARTERS, 1720-16th STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 

PRESENT: Dr. James G. Heller (in the Chair): Messrs. Marcus Abramson, 
Maurice Bernhardt, Samuel Berson, Samuel J. Borowsky, Maurice 1~:. Boukstein, 
Julius 1111. Cantor, Sol Cohen, Rabbi Joshua L. Goldberg, Abraham Goodman, Judge 
Emanuel Greenberg, Ralph Huberman, Isaac Imber, Jacob Ish-Kishor, Samuel 
Judenfreund, Louis Lipsky, Babbi Irving Miller, Harry J. lvi:oskowitz, Emanuel 
Neumann, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Jochanon I. RUdavsky, Albert D. Schanzer, 
Abraham Spicehandler, Robert Szold, David Tannenbaum, Herman L. Weisruan,---of 
Greater New York; Dr. Israel A. Abrams, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Oscar H. Altshuler, 
Youngstown, Ohio; Judge Samuel Barnet, New Bedford, Mass; Rabbi Isadore Breslau, 
Washington, D.C.; Walter Burke, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Bernard Danzansky, rlashington, 
D. C.; Daniel Ellison, Baltimore, Md.; Joseph L. Foster, Leominster, Mass.; 
Harry li. Frankel, Cincinnati, Ohio; Albert Goldman, Rochester, N.Y.; Hymen 
Goldman, \/ashington, D. C.; Louis Gordon, Harrisburg, Pa.; Benjamin R. Harris, 
Chicago, Ill.; Jacob B. Hoffman, Philadelphia, Pa.; Eimund I. Kaufmann, 
Washington, D. C.; Charles J. Levin, t?nionto~n~ 'Pa;; Louis Levine, Leominster, 
Mass.; Seymour R. Levine, Peekskill, N.Y.; Judge ~ouis E. Levinthal, Philadelphja 
Pa.; Jacob G. Lukasho~, New Rochelle, N.Y.; Charles A. Rome, Newton, Mass.; 
Henry Rosenbaum, Plainfield, N.J.;.. Mrs. John D. Safer, Washington, D. c.; Simon 
Shatzer, Detroit, Mich.; Louis E. Spiegler, Waahington, D.C.; Saul-. S. Spiro, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Mark Sugarman, South Coatesville, Pa.; William H. Sylk, Phila­
delphia, Pa.; Mrs. Raphael Tourover, ·1/ashington, D. c. and ,v~iss Julliet N. 
Benjamin, New York representing Hadassah; Matthew Huttner, New York represent­
ing Masada; - By Invitation: Carl Alpert, Washington, D.C.; L. Bakstansky, 
London, Eng.; E. Barbarash, ~Vashington, D. C.; Dr. Simon Bernstein, New York; 
Dr. Joseph Cohn, New York; Nathan Elkin; New York, Elias Goodstein, Uniontown, 
Pa; Arnold Heicklen, Rochester, N. Y.; Zvi Levavy, lfashi~gton, D.C.; lv~orris 
Margulies, Washington, D.C.; Hyman A. Schulson, Washington, D.C·,·, A. Shachnai, 
New York; I. G. Simon, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Excuses for Absence received from Messrs. Rabbi lviorris Adler, Detroit, i~iich.; 
Philip Barron, Malden, Mass.; Charles Bender, Breckenridge, Tex.; Dr. Ilie 
Berger, Providence, R. I.; Rabbi l,.iorton Berman, Chicago, Ill. ; Robert M. 
Bernstein, Philadelphia, Pa.; Rabbi Horbert I. Bloom, Kingston, N.Y.; Rabbi 
Maurice J. Bloom, Newburgh, N. Y.; Judge Jacob hi. Braude) Chicago, Ill.; Rabbi 
Barnett R. Brickner, Cleveland, Ohio; Louis E. Brown, Dorchester, Mass.; Dr. 
Aaron Burman, Syracuse, M.Y.; Jesse B. Calmenson, St. Paul, 1'/2.inn.; Judge Oscar 
Caplan, Chicago, Ill.; Samuel Caploe, Jamaica Plains, Mass.; Rabbi Elias Charry, 
Indianapolis, Ind.; Rabbi Samuel Cooper, Charleston, 1{. Va.; Lawrence W. Crohn, 
Detroit, Mich.; Rabbi William Drazin, Savannah, Ga.; A. K. ~pstein, Chicago, 
Ill.; Dr. Fred M. Falkman, Cleveland, Ohio; Dr. David Feldman, Atlantic City, 
N.J.; r.:. B. Finkelstein, Chattanooga, Tenn.; JUdge Harry M. Fisher, Chicago, 
Ill; .Alfred Fleishman, St. Louis, Mo.; Dr. Harry Friedenwald, Baltimore, Iv.id.; 
Daniel Frisch, Indianapolis, Ind.; David Geffen, Utica, N. Y.; Dr. Moses 
Gellman, Baltimore, Md.; Joseph Goldberg, iVorcester, I~.iass.; Rabbi Iiorton 
Goldberg, Toledo, Ohio; Dr. I. 1/4. Goldman, Providence. R. I.; Rabbi Solomon , 
Goldman, Chicago, Ill; Abraham Goldstein, Hartford, Conn.; Gustave L. Goldstein, 
Los Angeles, Calif.; Cecil R. Gordon, \7. Newton, Mass.; Rabbi »:nanuel Green, 
Aurora, Ill.; Rabbi Simon Greonberg, Philadelphia, Pa.; Rabbi William Greenfield, 
Jaterbury, Conn.; Joseph Halbert, Atlantic City, N,J.; Rabbi Abraham Haselkorn, 

-more-
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Poughkeepsie, H. Y.; Joseph L. Hocht, Norfolk, Va.; Alex liimmelman, ~.:il vaukoe, 
1lisc.; Rabb i F.dward L. Israel, Baltimore, L:d.; I .. Iv.. Jaffe, Butler, Pa.; 
Max Kabatznick, Boston, Mass.; I. L. Kenon, So. Euclid, Ohio; Prof. Gust ave 
Klausner, St. Louis, Mo.; Louis I. Levenson, Atlantic City, N.J.; Harry Levine, 
Leominster, i,_ass.; Dr. Louis Levy, Kemphis, Tenn.; LLorris Lallave, New London, 
Conn.; i.:ortimer i·.'iay, Nashville, Tonn.; Rabbi Abraham J. Mesch, Birmingham , .Ala.; 
·11illiam Uimelman, Niagara Falls, N. Y.; J. Novy, Austin, Tex.; Louis C. Porlman , 
St. Paul, Linn.; Harry A. Pine, Newark, lJ.J.; Dr. Joachim Prinz, Newark, N.J.; 
Jacob Rabinovit z, Boston, i•:~ass.; Harry A. Rachlin, Buffalo, N. Y.; ri'ax Rattner, 
Rock Inland, Ill.; Samuel Baucher, Norwich, Conn.; Sol Reiter, Newburgh , N.Y.; 
Aaron Riche, Los Angeles, Calif.; Col. A.H. Rosenberg, Chicago, Ill.; Charles 
J. Rosenbloom, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Rabbi Rudolph M. Rosenthal, Cleveland, Ohio; 
Bernard G. Rudolph, Syracuse, N. Y.; Loon Sager, ,1ilrnette, Ill.; Nathan SD.vage, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Albert Schiff, Columbus, Ohio; Judge Jacob Schowlsky, Hartford, 
Conn.; lion. Ezra z. Shapiro, Cleveland, Ohio; Rab·oi A. ii. Silver, Clovelvnd, 
Ohio; Bon Sobel, st. Louis, ko.; Joseph ·11. Spector, Baltimore, i-.d.; Dewey D. 
Stone, Brockton, i-1iass.; Elihu D. Stone, Boston, ~iass.; Theodore Strimling, 
Los Angeles, Calif.; Harry Takiff, Philadelphia, Pa.; Elvin Teitelbaum, John­
stown, Pa.; Robert r.:. Travis, Atlanta, Ga.; Samuel Um9.nsky, faeridon, Conn.; 
Abrahru11 I. Uslander, Elizabeth, N.J.; Joo fieingarton, Houston , Texas; Senator 
Jacob Weiss, Indianapolis, Ind.; Samuel .Tolborg, I1ilmotto, Ill.; Joseph Zox, 
Des Moines, Ia., Dr. Kurt Blumenfield, Abraham H. Cohen, Rabbi Abraham Dubin, 
Jacob Fishman, Hyman Fliegel, Abraham Goldberg, Rabbi Israel Goldstein, Harry 
Grayer, hurray I. Gurfoin, Leo Guzik, t.ordecai Konowitz, Dr. Harris J. Levine, 
Rabbi Isra el H. Levinthal, Irving D. Lipkowitz, Arthur Lourie, Judge Julian V. 
l,.a ck, Snmuol J. Perry, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Herman Zvi ~ittman, .Abrc..hrun A. 
Redolhoim, Hon. Hyman J. Reit, Louis P. Rockor, Hon. 1,.:orris Rothenberg,S umuel 
J. :aothstein, 1-.:0 ses Rubinson, Rabbi Edward T. Snndrow, Leon savage, Joseph J. 
Schickler, Hon. Carl Sherman, Abe Sindel, Abraham Tulin, Dr. Harry F. rrcchsler, 
and Dr. Stephen S. ,iiso ---of Greator Ne\7 York. Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Mendel N. 
Fisher, Hanry kontor and Dr. iv:nrtin Rose 1bluth. 

----------------

The meeting was called to order at 1 :30 P.M. by Dr. James G. Heller, 
Chairman of the A. c. 

The Chairman welcomed the members present, extending a Gimar Chasimah 
Tovah to t h em and to the Yishuv. 

He then introduced the newly elected president. 
Judge Louis E. Levinthal: 11 \when I assumed the office of president of 

the ZOA, I realized of course what a difficult job it was going to be. I had 
been chairman of this A. C. for more than 2~ years and I think I have a f a~rly 
good idea of th e many complicated problems confronting the organization. I 
have b een tremendously encouraged and heartened by the spirit that s eems to be 
expressed by all Zionist~ throughout the land. All are aware of the crisis 
through which we are now passing and they want to have unity. There must be an 
end to all partisanship and factionalism. 

The first Executive meeting of the new Administration, Tihich met in 
Phil adelph ia, Monday, September 15t ,1941, was the best attended meeting in 
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years. You have received the minutes of that meeting. We considered that it 
would be wiser to distribute to the AD and chairmen of Regions and Districts 
the resolutions adopted by the Executive Committee rather than to circulate 
edited and sometimes distorted quetations of the discusgions by members of the 
Committee. Every resolution adopted by the Executive Committee at its first 
meeting was carried unanimously. 

Fortunately, my judicial duties have not taken as much of my time as 
I thought they would. Since the Convention, I was able to attend many meetings 
in New York of affiliated Zionist bodies, such as the U.P . .1., tha Emergency 
Committee, and Hadassah. lt wao an inspiring experience for me to meet for an 
hour and a half with the ladies of Hadassah. There is a great possibility of 
making coordination in Zionist affairs more than merely a word to be talked about. 
Coordination between Hadassah and ZOA. has already been implemented in the Youth 
Commission. 

11 We have many problems in our organization; a very important one is -
membership - numbers of members and 9,,uality of members. We do not want t~o 
members to represent merely one group in the community. We want the Z.O.A. to 
be as representative in every community as is possible. We must increase our 
numbers. In order to grow, we must be an active organization, with every Zionist 
caring about the movement. 

11 It ia with sincere regret that we accepted the resignation of Dr. Samuel 
M. Blumenfield as Educational Director of the Z.O.A. His service to the organiza,­
tion, though of short duration, has been most valuable and we hope that many of 
his constructive plans will be realized in the not too distant future. 

"Our major activity must be education. Local Youth Commissions must 
be organized to take care of Youth education and Youth work. We must also look 
after the Adult Zionist education of the Jewish and non-Jewi8:h community. 

1'There is no real intelligent opposition to our cause. There are 
prejudices, biases, but no intelligent objections. Non-Zionist have to admit 
that Palestine is necessary for the Jewish people. They have to admit that the 
Jews have proven that they can build up Falestine. We can overcome their pre­
judices and win over to our cause the non-Zionist Jew~ of America, and we mu~t 
enl igh :; en 1 iberal non-Jewish 1:m.bl ic opinion as to the objectives of our cause. 
The .American Palestine Committee, with its 700 members, is a splendid beginning, 
Let us also organize locz~ .American Palestine Committees. 

11 .A.t the Convention, we unanimously adopted the resolution on Coordination. 
The Executive resolved that a committee be appointed to implement that resolution. 
The Committee has begun to function with Robert Szold as chairman, I have high 
hopes of the implementation of the coordination resolution. It is absolutely 
necessary. Herzl said at the first Zionist Congress, 'The Organization is the 
common sense of the movement., Our movement has good common sense, but our 
organization, for many reaeons, lacks good common sense. There is duplication 
and lack of responsibility. Ey intelligent implementation of the coordination 
resolution, we will accomplish some of our objectives. With men of good will, 
caring for Zionism and Palestine, and not worrying about partisanship or 
factionalism, we will get result, .. 

more 
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"My first official act as President was to issue a Proclamn.tion 
calling for the observance of the 24th Anniversary of the issuance of the 
Balfour Declaration on November 2nd. A copy of this Proclamation, was mailed 
to you recently. This proclamation together with a covering letter of in­
structions and suggestions will be sent to every District and Region of the 
ZO.A.. Letters also will be sent to our affiliated and constituent organizations, 
Hadassah, Peale Zion, Mizrachi, Masada, ~, Young Judaea, etc., and also to 
other Jewish bodies such as Bfnai Bfrith, .American Jewish Committee, .American 
Jewish Congress, .etc., calling upon all .American Jews and all friends of 
Palestine to observe the 24th Anniversary of the issuance of the Balfour 
Declaration. I urge you all to do everything in ¥Our power to organize impres­
sive observances of this .Anniversary. 

"The Convention referred the matter of Regional Reorganization to the 
A. C., and to consider Plan 11 .A." and Plan "R", which has been mailed to you. 
I sincerely trust that the Plan of RegionJit.1 Reorganization you adopt will hav~ 
in nund the need of bringing fcommon sense\ into the ZOA.. 

11 At the last meeting of the Executive Committee, it was unanimously 
resolved that I tender to Simon Shetzer of Detroit, the position of E.xecutivA 
Director of the Z.O.A. to succeed Rabbi Isadore Breslau who has, to our regret, 
tendered his resignation. I am happy that today I can for the first time 
publicly announce that Mr. Shetzer has agreed to serve as Executive Director 
of the z. o. A." 

Dr. Heller called on Simon Shetzer, the newly appointed Executive 
Director, for a few brief remarks. 

Mr, Simon Shetzer: 
"Dr. Heller, Judge Levinthal, f~llow Zionists: Dr. Heller, in his 

opening remarks, indicated the desirability of few and brief speeches. Tho~h 
I am tempted to make a speech, I shall keep within the limitations set forth 
by Dr. Heller. It was not an easy decision to ma.~e up my mind to ac ept the 
post tendered by the Executive of the Z.0.£, It was not easy to give up my 
amat0JJ_x status and to take on professional status. I am happy in t~e decision 
I have made. I hope to be able to render real and genuine service to the Z. O. A.. 
It will depend largely upon the confinence which you will have in me, in TIU 
integrity, and my devotion to the movement, and upon the good will and cooperar­
tion which should be given, as a matter of right, to any one taking this post. I am not in a position now to give you an idea of plans. I want to familiarize 
myself with the machinery of the organization, before I begin to make plans or proposals , n 

... - - - - - - -
Dr, Heller express~d regret on the resignation of Rabbi Breslau, and asked him for a report. 

Rabbi Breslau: 
"Mr. Chairman and members of the Council, I really have no .,formal 

report to present to this meeting. lhe last report of the condition of the 
organization I presented at the last meeti~ of the Council at the Convention. 

mo1·e 
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11The decision to observe the 24th .Anniversary of the Balfour Declara­
tion to which Judge Levinthal referred, has not been taken lightly or hastily, 
but is the outcome of serious consideration by the lmergency Committee, by 
Dr. ·11eizmann and the ZOA Executive, In New York a public meeting will be held 
at Carnegie Hall and will be addressed. by important Jews and non-Jews. We have 
prepared material for the use of Zionist groups throughout the country, edit­
orials for the press, interviews, radio talks, etc. The occasion is intended 
not merely as a celebration of the Balfour Declaration but as a political 
demonstration to put forward our immediate demands. 

11.Anotre r piece of uork which must be undertaken throughout the country 
is the organization of local chapters of the .Ainerica.n Palestine Committee, fol­
lowing the precedent set by Atlanta. After a considerable number of such 
chapters have been established, we may hold a national conference of Christian 
friends of Zionism. • 

11To do these and other things it is essential that Public Relations 
C.t;immi ttoes be established. everywhere on an intorparty bas is, There is a very 
small budget with which to und0rtak:e all our political efforts. This deplorable 
condition will have to be remedied quickly, If we can raise for Palestine four 
to five million dollars a year, as we are doing through our t:!•~ various agencies, 
it would be the height of folly to be niggardly in providing the equivalent of 
a small fraction of our total collections in order to finance political action 
and public relations work on a scale commensurate with our responsibility and 
our Oi?portuni ty • 11 

Dr, Heller called on Mr. Lavy Ba.kstansky of Engl and to address tho A.O. 
111.r. Bakstansky briefly greeted the .A. C, and stated that the information which 
has reached him confirmed the first part of Mr, Neumann1 s report. He urged 
American Zionists not to turn down any offer ~egarding Palestine guaranteeing 
an "indisputable minimum"• 11Let us not without compromise always adopt a 
negative view in regard to a solution which mey emorgo during the war: we may 
miss the boat. 11 

Dr, Heller thanked Mr. Bakstansky and asked him to carry be.ck to 
England the message that when the moment arrives, we would insist upon an 
"indisputable minimum. 11 

The Chairman called for discussion of Plan A nnd Plan Bon Regional 
Reorganization. 

Mr. Borowsky moved t hnt the A. C, request the Executive Oommittoe and 
its special committee appointed. by the President to formula te a plan to implement 
the Convention Resolution on Coordination, to report to the A, c. before any 
action be taken, 

Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt moved thA.t M.r. Bo r ovrnky' s motion be tabled. 

Mr. Borowsky1s motion was tabled, 
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At this moment as we begin the New Year, we stand in a somewhat stronger position in relationship to membership. We are not so much concerned now with what was, but what is to be, Judge Levinthal reported to you the action taken by the Executive at its first meeting. I wish to express to Simon Shetzer my personal word of satisfaction and deep joy in accepting the post which I have been pri­vileged to hold for many mo::iths. I wouJ.,i like to report on the matter of Regional Reorganization. The Convention adjourned on Tuesday morning empowering this body to act on the matter of Regional Reorganization. Having been in close touch for some time with Regional and l>istrict organizations - I would not venture to urge Mr. Shetzer to ass1.une his post unless the structure of the Z. O.A. be so organized that the ~xecutive Director may have authority and power to really do a first rate organizational job. 

"I don't want to take the time to speak of my personal relationship, I am thankful to the Z.O . .A.. for the prlvilege it has given me and I pledge to the new administration and all of you my continued active participation in the work." 

Dr. Heller called on Mr. Enanuel Neumann for a statement on the politi­cal situation. 

Mr. Neumann: 
"I rendered a detailed political report to the Executive Committee at its last m~eting,,and will limit myself now only to a brief summary. Aforthight ago J..merica aa~anced in the evolution of her foreign policy from the status of non-belligerency to ~hat is substantially limited belligerency. This developnent carries vast implications both for the world and for us as Jews and Zionists, The influence of .America and of .American public opinion will grow greater daily and may be decisive in the post-war settlement. It ic a bitter reflection that though two years have passed since the beginning of this war. we h2.ve not yet fully mobilized our forces and resources in the political field. Internal dis­s ensions have been largely responsible. We are beginning a new year under happier auspices, having achieved unity in Zionist ranks. 

11
Meanwhile signs of danger have been increasing. There are indicptions that during the progress of the war, things might be done which may prejudgetthe final-post-war solution of the Palestine problem in a manner adverse to the interests of the Jewish people, We have reason to fear that commitments ma¥ be made and step; taken which it would be difficult to undo after the war. The Emergency Cozmnittee has been directing its efforts of late to forestall such dangers and to prevent any change 1n the status quo of Palestine during the war. We have tried to find allies among various groups, with some measure of success. I mention two such groups because they have somewhat parallel interests1 the Lebanese and F~ee French in this country. Both of them have taken action con-dus i ve to the same end r1hi ch we are s e eldng. On the other hand, we have indica­ti ons of a desire and perhaps an effort on the part of the British Foreign Office and Colonial Office to deflect the attention of .American Jews from Palestine as a. solution to the problem of European Jewry after the war; but they are not likely to succeed if we continue to cultivate .American public opinion and build up our political strength, 

more 
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The Chairman called on Mr. Seymour R. Levine, chairman of the Committee 
on itegionru. Reorganization, appointed by the Chairman of the A. C, prior to the 
Convent ion, 

Mr. Se3.mour R. Levine, briefly summarized Plan A., providing that the 
direction of the Regions shall be pr~'!Darily vested in the Nationo.l Office; that 
directors .: or field men for the Regions shall be chosen by the N tional Office; 
that Regions should be redistributed on a practicable geographical basis, and, 
that the $1,00 which has heretofore been remitted to the Regions should be paid 
directly to the National Office to be used for the payment of field workers, 
Plan B, which is the report of the Convention Comnittee on Regional Reorganization, 
in substance provided that regional areas should not be changed without consul ta-
t ion and consent of existing Regions and Districts; that Regional directors be 
appointed.,only after consul tat ion with and acceptance by the new Regional areas; 
that the Regional Director be subject to removal at the request of the Region; 
and that the Regions eontinue the practice of retaining the $1.,00 until some other 
arrangements are agreed upon. The decision of the Convention with respect to the 
two plans was that the whole matter be ref erred to the incoming A. o. with power 
to act, 

Mr. Spiro urged that a plan for Regional Reorganization be formulated 
upon the basis of a scientific study of the whole question. He said that there 
was no doubt that we must reorganizo our Districts and our Regions. He opposed 
Plan A on the grounds that it is not workable and deprives the Region of the 
$1.oo needed to maintain its Regional office. He moved the ado~tion of Plan B 
with instructions to the incoming Executive Director to make a careful study of 
Regional. ptobl ems. 

Mr. Spiro's motion was seconded. 

~ - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

Mr. Seymour Levine, in speaking against the mo\1on, reminded the A. C 
of the numerous report~ on Regional Reorganization made by Mr. Charles Res~ 
Judge Harry M. Fisher and a number of other reports base& on study, investigations, 
and conferences. All reports basically agree that the Region must act as the 
administrative arm of the National Organization, This can best be accomplished 
by giving funds to the National Office to hire field men. Regions have no con­
stitutional right to keep the $1..oo • .A.11 funds from duus are the sole property 
of the Zo.A.. 

Ba.bbl Bresla.u reported that in preparing Plan j,, cA,Teful study was made 
of the present Regional and District organization and was based on discussion :md 
conference with District and Regional leaders, present field men, the persoru:~1 
of the National office, and experience with these problems. As a result of all 
this direet contact, discussion, and deliberation, we tried to evolve a workable 
plan to authorize the National office to engage field men, to serve every District 

more 
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and Region and to set up a re~sonable geographical plan of Reg ions for the whole 
country. In assuming this responsibility, the National office must withhold the 
$1.00. He opposed the motion for adoption of Plan B. 

Mr, Marcus ~bramson opposed Plan A in that it made the 'Z[)A a holding 
company. 

Mr. Harry Frankel eupported Plan A, pointing out that Plan B was not 
much different from what had existed all these years. He advocated giving the 
National Office a maximum of responsibility. 

Mr. Samuel Judenfreund opposed Plan A on the ground that it centralized 
authority too much in the National office and feared that it would result in making 
too many leaders and too few workers. He reported tha t Bronx Region voted unani­
mously against Plan A because it centralized too many powers in the National office. 
He urged the adoption of Plan B. 

Miss Julliet Benjamin, cbairman of the committee on Reg ions for Hadnssah, 
outlined Hadassah 1s present plan of Regional organization. Every chapter of 
Hadassah in the United States upon its organization is cutomatically included in 
a Region. A chapter has no discretion as to whether it will become part of a 
Region. All dues collected by a chapter is sent directly to the National office 
with exception of $1.25 retained by the chapter. When it is necessary, Regions 
prepare budg~ts and submit them to the National organizntion committee for ap­
proval. Hadassah felt that the Region had a very important part and place to 
serve in its orgrmizntion and was necessary to build up prestigo within the organi­
zation. Every president of a Hadassah Region in the United States automatically is 
a member of the National bo nrd of Hadassah. The Regiorral president remains a mem­
ber of the National board for as long as she holds office. Hadassah1s constitution 
provides for rotation of office. In addition, Hadassah found that it was of the 
utmost value to get the Regional president to build up her organization. Regional 
conferences which are miniature conventions, are held to which the general member­
ship of the Regions comes and participates to a much larger degree th&n :it the 
NRtional Convention. A member feels much more of a direct contact, It is very 
difficult to try to lay down any absolute rules for the goographical division of 
the country. Hadassah found it necessary to reallocate certain chapters because 
they were nearer or worked better with other chapters, It should be done by a 
small comrnitteo who know conditions. If we can have the kind of cooperation 
between Hadassah and the ZOA that tho National board would like to feel, Miss 
Benjamin suggested that, wherever it might be possible, we should try ta follow 
Hadassah 1 s geographic distribution, Out of the administrativo fund that the chap­
ter keeps, i. e., tho $1.25, each Hn.dassah chapter pays a sum of money as· dues to 
the Region in order that the Chapter should feel bound to the Region, the _point 
being, not the actual payment of the fee, but the feeling that they are cootribu­
ting to tho fund," 

- ... - - -- - - - - -
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Mr. Marcus Abramson asked whether or not Hadassah has field workers 
or Executive Directors • 

..,. ______ _ 

Miss Benjamin replied that there are no paid workers in Hadassah • .All 
are volunteers except where it may be necessary to employ stenographic or clerical 
help. 

Miss Benjamin was asked whether the National Board of Hadassah compares 
to the Z.O.A . .A.. c. or Executive Committee. 

Miss Benjamin replied that the National Board has 36 members and that 
Hadassah does not have anything that compares to our Administrative Council. The 
day by dey work of Hadassa.h is done by an office Executive committee pl us three 
elected members who live in the city. Hadassah has 16 Regions. 

Mr. Marcus .Abramson said that he was very much enlightened by the 
presentation from Hadassah, but pointed out that the success which Hadassah can 
claim is due not alone to its Regional organization. He hesitated, however, to 
adopt Hadassah.1s organization's plan merely because it has proved successful for 
Hadassah. He pointed out that Plan A and Plall B are not so far apart. F'Unl­
,.&mentally, both contemplate designation of Regional directors. He stated he 
was not against appointment of Regional directors, but before doing so, we must 
find out whether a particular Region needo it. He moved the adoption of Plan B. 

~ - - - - - -
Mr. Lipsky: 
"I did not want to enter into this discussion except by wey of rem:i· 

iniscence. There are two trends of thought operating from different s ources. 
I remember the first time I heard of decentralization. It came from our good 

~friend Jacob de Haas. It ,1as premature, but had the essence of the thought cf 
grctfth of the Zionist movement. The illustration he alweys usod was B 1nai B 1rith. 
Blnai B'rith has become a tremendous power by reason of decentralization. It 
is a confed.oration of Districts, through the fact that it ltats responsibility by 
its own Districts. General control of Blnai B'rith is very specific. No · 
Di;trict can engage any political work, but outside of these limitations, the 
Districts are free agents. The Regions grew larger spasmodically in r esponse 
to that demand and gradually they occupied pretty firm positions in their com­
munities. It is wrong to go on the theory of centralization, you create among 
far off Regions the sense of dependency on the National office. We must cr eate 
local ~utonomous respnnsibility. This Council must decide what is the best 
policy to pursue. Is it to build up national office which will control all the 
nctiviti r s of the Districts, or to create Nntional office which should be 
autonomous? Pending the creation of an adequate Regional organization on the 
Pacific Coast which will be autonomous, and the engagement of whatever men might 
be ncessa.ry, the National office is responsible. It is very important for your 
own thinking to have in mind what you are doing. Plan .l may not be central iza­
tion ultimately. If your business is to centralize, proceed in one line, or if 
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decentralization, go in mother line, 11 

Mr. Jochanon I. R.ldavsk:y stated that he did not like either nlan, and 
urged that both be tabled. 

It ~as moved and seconded that the remainder of speakers be limited 
to throe minutes. 

Mr. Abraham Goodman urged the adoption of Plan A pointing out that 
enlarged membership can better be attained by hiring field men under the control 
of the National office. 

Mr • .Albert Goldman favored Plan B, He thought that Plan A would take 
away the individual member's initiative to work because he would feel that the 
field men ought to do the work for the District or Region. 

Mr. Simon Shetzer remarked that he was glad Mr. Lipsky referred to the 
Z0A as a confederation of Regions. "It is precisely that. Basically, a man 
by payment of $5,00 becomes a member of the z.o.A. and then finds himself af­
filiated with a local District and then with a Region. If this is a National 
organization, the first affiliation of the member is with the National organiza­
tion. Then we proceed to break down the National or anization into Districts 
and Regions for the purpose of implementing Zionist program. We ought to recog­
nize that what ,ve are trying to do is to create effective units." Mr. Shatzer 
deplored the attitude of Zionists who say, my District is different than any 
other District in the country. "Each of us is faced with the same problems; we 
each have the same objections. Zionists are heir to the same difficulties that 
have boset the U.P,A., Hadassah, etc." He pointed out that Plan A is not a 
mandatory program. "What we we.nt to do here is to give the effect to the man­
date of the convention, to proceed forthuith, with the full consultation of all 
effective parties. I have no hesitation to approve Plan J.., 11 

Mr. Louis Speigler stated that he had no fears that the District or 
Region would be solely controlled from the National office. He advocated the 
adoption of Plan A on the ground that his eA'J)erience as President of a Re ion 
and former president of a lar e District shows that it is a sound workable plan. 
It is the best plan by which an Executive Director can implement the Z.0.A. 
program. 

Mr. Sanuel J. Borowsky stated that he was dissatisfied with both plan 
A and B because they are not clear and coordinated. He felt, however, that 
Plan :B is the least evil. .A.a a basis of actim , Plan B is feasible, Plan A. has 
too mu.ch of the spirit of coercion and the power to dictate. Plan B presents 
to us two fundamental procedures: (1) The initiative for Zionist work for the 
locality lies in the locality; (2) There can be no initiative and any sort of 
supervision of an Executive Director unless you have control over the budget. 
If the $1.00 is taken away from the Region, it ,ill neither have a basis for 
the local budget, nor control over the field man. The new Administration 
should not ask for too much power. 

------ -----
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Mr. Hyman Goldman urged the z. O • .A.. to adopt the principles of organiza­
tional control, adopted by large business concerns who are successful, instead 
of organizations, who 9 year after year, struggle to exist. He urged the adoption 
of Plan A. 

Dr. Heller suggested that the A. C. • appoint a special comnittee to 
consult with members of Regions in the United States where they exist and to try 
to ascertain their wishes and to report to the next meeting of the J.. C., and 
that another committee be appointed to cooperate with the Coordination Committee 
of the Executive in formulating a plan for securing funds to hire field men. 

Mr. Albert D. Schanzer stated that the Brooklyn Region voted against 
Pl.an A. He urged that it would be a sounder thing to adopt Plan :B and proceed 
to reorganize on that basis. 

Rabbi Irving Miller moved a substitute motion that two sub-committees 
be appointed, one to deal with geographic survey and one to deal with problem 
of setting up directors and financing them. 

Mr. Maurice ]ouk:stein argued against deley-ing action on this issue by 
appointing another committee. Plan .A.. is very clear and can be voted on. He 
urged the adoption of Plan A with the understanding that geographical limitations 
be left to National office. 

Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt said he would like to know -what the 
President of the Z.O.A.. thinks about the Plans. 

Judge Levinthal read some correspondence from the following absentee 
members of the Council: Rabbi Maurice J. moom of Newburg , N. Y., Rabbi Samuel 
Cooper of Cha.res ton, W. Va., Rabbi Elia&; Charry, India.i.'"lar•ol is, Ind., ;ustave 
L. Goldstein, Los Angeles, Calif •• and Sol Reiter, Neuburgh, N. Y. Some favored 
Plan A. and some Plan B. "I personally feel that we ought to adopt Plan A, but 
only if it meets with your approval. It stands to reason that the z.o.A.. cannot 
possibly force anything that is not desired on local groups. Plan B reaffirms 
the present position. You don't need to adopt Plan B because that Plan is now 
in effect. Plan 4 gives us a mandate, which is the will of the Z.O.A., that 
something be done in the line of Regional reorganization. Show confidence in 
Mr. Shetzer and myself"~ that lmowing all of the objections raised he will work 
out the Plan fairly. Vf course, a great deal will depend on the implementation 
of the Coordil.ti'~i~~ Resolution. Give Mr. Shetzer the authority to do something. 
Every local group is represented on the .A. c. which has co~trol at all times 
of any action we take now, and which can always rescond ou~ action. Ii the 
implementation of that Plan, before the A.· c; .. or.botore·. the heoutiva eommit,tee, 
the·matter will receive fair consideration. The trouble with the substitute 
motion is that you are going to postpone this matter to the next meeting of the 
.A_ C. It is unfair to the new Director. ti 

more 
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Tl1e Chairman called attention to the fact that there were two motions 
on the floor. The first motion was that we approve Plan A.. or Plan B, and the 
substitute motion made by Rabbi Irving ~iller. Rabbi Miller withdrew his sub­
sti tute motion. A vote was taken and the majority ad.opted Plan A.. 

~ - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

Mr • .Abraham Spicehandler moved that there be six meetings of the 
A. C. during tne year and that every standing committee of the Executive should 
also include several members of the A. c. 

It was moved and seconded that the A. C. have at least six meetings a 
year although the constitution calls for four. The motion was defeated. The 
A. c. will continue with the schedule.d four meetings per year. 

The Chatrman put forth the motion by Mr. Spicehandler that the 
Executive Committee bo requested to include members of tho A. C. on its standing 
committees. 

The motion to request the Executive Committee to include members of 
the A. C. on its standing committees wao seconded and unanimously carried.• 

~ - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

Mr. Samuel J. B0r,qwaky 
pr~cedure whereby tho minutes of 
Districts as fully as p(')ssible. 
held in New York the first part 

aaked. the Chairman to arrange for some sort of 
the A. C. are taken down and prosented to the 
Re moved that the next meeting of the A. c. be 

of December. 

Babbi Breslau replied to ivir. Borowaky, stating that for the past yoar 
Miss ·;allner had endeavored. to report the minutes exactly as possible. If some 
corrections were rmdo, it waa solely because of certain gramatical changes. 

- - - - - - - - - - - ~ -
It ·:,as decided to hold the next meeting of the .!\. c. in Neri York City 

"n December 14th, 194J:.: a morning session at 10: 30 A. M. and an afternoon session 
to discuss Zionist policy. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

r. Abraham Spicehandler statod that the Z,O.A. TTaa lioited in its 
act ivitios beco.uso of lack of monoy, He urgod th t somo eff ort ·,hould be ma.do 
to raise money, and recommondod that the U.P.A. should be reques t ed at least 
to enlarge the sur.1s allocatod to the Z.0.A. 

lAr. Robert Szold said he recognized the merit of i1.r. Spicehandlerls 
general suggestion and nskod that the E;..cecutive in connection ~ith the goneral 
plan o.nd problon of coordination, consider and recommend ways and mean~ of socuring 
an added contribution from the u. P. ~. for the needs of the ZeO.A. 

The suggestion was unanimously approved. 

- - - - - - - - - - - ~ 
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Judge Levinthal reported that during the Convention in Cincinnati, 
Dr. Goldman, Mr. Kaufmann, and seYoral others met with a group of delegates 
and about $17,000 to $18,000 was contributed to the duficit of the Z.0.A. In 
accordance with the resolution unanimously adopted by the National Executive 
Committee, he will appoint a committee to be known as the Committee on Finance 
and Revenue, made up of outstanding men of affairs in the Zionist movement. 
Judge Levinthal reported. the receipt of some very substantial contributions. He 
urged every member of the A. c. to contribute p ersonally to the fund to liqui­
date the deficit, if he is ablo to do so. This burden must be lifted from the 
shoulders of the new Administration. Mr. Kaufmann promised that ho would 
continue his efforts to increase, perhaps quadruple, the number enrolled in the 
President 1s CbapterQ Mr. Kaufmann accepted the chairmanship of the National 
Committee on Finance and Revenue. 

Mr. Saul Spiro r eported that the Hadassm nnd Z.0.A. chapters in the 
Tri-State Region rec ently met to form a Zionis t Youth Commission and relied 
upon the $1.00 retu~ned. heretofore by the Region to proceed with their work. 
In view of the Ae C~'s action in withholding the $1 ~00, he asked for advice as 
to how to pr?ceed with their plan for the establishment of a Youth Commission. 

Mr. Spir0 was told to communicate with the National office in 
Washington for edvice regarding this work and for proper direction. 

The moating adjourned. at 5:07 P. • 
Respectfully submitted.. 
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TO THE CHAIRMEN or 
REGIONS .AND DISTRICTS: 

Dear Friend: 

September 29, 1941 

CALL FOR OBSERVANCE OF BAL]pUR DECLARATION ANNIVERSARY 

You are no doubt aware that November 2, 1941, marks the 24th 
anniversary of the :Balfour Declaration, and it is the con­
sidered opinioa of the Executive Committee of the Zionist 
Organization of America that the occasion should be observed 
by all .American Jews, and particularly the Zionist local and 
regional groups throughout the coW1try. It is felt that the 
present political situation requires such observance for the 
purpose of bringing to the attenti on of the .American people: 

a. The historic importance of the Declaration. 

CABLE: ADDRESS 

ZIONISTS 
BE:NTLE:Y

0

S CODE 

b. The progress the Jews have ma.de in the establishment 
of the National Home. 

c. The dominant importance of the re-establishment of 
the Jewish Commonwealth for the solution of the problem of 
Jewish homelessness after the war. 

You will be interested to know that the .American Palestine 
Conmittee will take note of the anniversary, and that Senator 
Robert F. Wagner, the Chairman, is issuing a call to the 700 
members of the Committee to participate in the conmemoration 
of the issuance of the Declaration. 

Detailed suggestions for the manner in which the Anniversary 
may be observed are enclosed herewith, and other suggestions 
and materials will be forwarded to you very shortly, but it 
is very important that, for the best interests of the cause, 
the spirit in which you carry out the suggestions and the 
nature of the propaganda that you conduct should be in keeping 
with thij requirements of the present moment, The occasion 
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should not take on the character of a protest against Great 
Britain nor should it be obeerved in a spirit of jubilation. 
We use the occasion for calling attention to the achievements 
of Jewish enterprise in Palestine sine~ the Balfour Declaration 
and to what Palestine means to the Jewish people after the war. 
We call attention to the fact that the Declaration has not yet 
been fulfilled, that only a beginning has been made towards 
fulfillment, and that we look forward to complete fulfillment 
after the war. In view of th$ seriousness of the .moment and 
the great distance that must still be travelled in the realiza­
tion of our goal, we observe the Anniversary in a spirit of sober 
earnestness and resolute self-dedication to the completion of 
the task, 

We cannot repeat too often that a favorable public opinion in 
.America is one of the principal assets of our movement. The 
Balfour D~claration Anniversary gives us an exceptional op­
portunity i-n this respect, and Wt) shall be glad to hear from 
you that you are taking prompt action in line with this commu­
nication-

With Zion's greetings, 

Encls. 
LEL1bgn 

Very sincerely yours, 4 

LH_t ; [' l ,;,<(/~/ 
Louis E., Levinthal 
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TO THE CHAIRMEN OF z.o.A. 
REGIONS AND DISTRICTS: 

Dear Friend: 

October 5th, 1941 

C"' ■ L.11: AOCl'IESS 

ZIONISTS 
B E NTL E Y ·s COD I: 

On September 29th, ~uige Levinthal issued a Proclamation 
for the observance of the 24th Anniversary Celebration of 
the Balfour Declaration on November 2nd, 1941, and sent 
you suggestions for its observance. Kindly advise me what 
steps you have taken to answer this call. 

Enclosed. herewith please find the following; 

1 Resolution suggested 
in observance of th 
Declaration, 

for adoption at public meetings 
24th .Anniversary of the Balfour 

2. An editorial for local non-Jewish newspapers. 

3. An interview for radio and local non-Jewish newspap rs. 

4. A radio speech for local broadcasting. 

We intend to send you also, as soon as possible, an additional 
editorial, radio speech and a statement on the Balfour Decla­
ration as background material for clergymen, editors, etc, 

Please take prompt action to ensure an impressivo obsorvance. 
of the 24th Anniversary of the Balfour Declaration. I suggest 
that your Regional and District officers issue, as soon as pos­
sible, a call for the observance of the 24th Anniversary of 
the Balfour Declaration. rre shall be glad to furnish all the 
additional help we can. 

,Vith Zion\ s Greetings, 

~ISGN 



NEW YORK 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105 Str .et 
Cleveland, Oh·o . 

D ar Sil ve : 

~ t1mtgonur ,!hyoust1 

40 WEST 68 S TREET 
NEAR CENTRAL PARK 

October 17,1941. 

I have been thinkin about you nruch of th day• de­

voutly hopine that our wishes may b :7a ted by the Allo ations 

Committee. I suppose I will ha ve so . re ort about ·t from 

Montor . 

As for the lett er to Breslau dealin with the JTRtter 

and the earlier tele :Tam, I ~ hall 
L nthal hared my rese tmant r 
particularly s tron about • t because 
him about the state nt, althou h h w s 
was iven o t. 

hem. President 
happened, and r lt 

·ng h d been aid to 
in '"f ash· ngton when it 

I hope yo will b at the next meetine; of the Ex­

ecnti ve of the z.o.A. where I know I shall have your sup ort. 

ss. :, 

Here is the tt:at&!i! sent out by the z.o.A., of which Breslau 

aid that it was written by Goldmnn and B rbarosh 

Although ck was one of the victims of GoldlM.n, 
writes to m , "Th sentences that you und reocor d 
1 tt r to Bresla ert inly d serve al 1 that you rn." 
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STilEMENT J.N MEM~Y OF THE L,AA'E_JU~~pJ.. .• IJCUIS ;Q. B!'.ANDEIS 
PREPARED .A.ND READ BY DR. STEPHEN s. WISE 

A@ 
.ADOPTED BY THE EXECUTIVE CQMMITTEE OF THE Zo.At. ON oar. 22, 194.1. 

~-~~ON ASTOR - NEW YCFX crrY. 

The Zionist Organization of .America finds it impossible to express 

in formal and conventional terms its sense of sorrow over the passing of 

Justice Louis D. Brandeis. Follower and supporter of our common cause since 

1913, honored and cherished friend of many of the leaders of our Organization, 

counsellor upon whose wisdom in judgement we relied, leader-statesman, whom 

the Zionists of America and many non-American Zionists followed with joy and 

pride, great American, great Jew - we are deeply bereft by the passing of ont fif 

loftiest statune in American life, uniquely belovod and revered throughout the 

Jewish world; Our sense of loss is so deep that we are, alarJ, moved to express 

our sense of bereavement in the words "There is no Louis 13randeiR left to die." 

The annals of Jewiah and Zionist history will alone suffice to do fitting 

honor to the memory of him who brought to Zionism something rich and strange; 

the viewpoint of one previously unconcerned with Jewish problems and precedents, 

yet destined to leave the clearest impress upon the thought and aspiration of 

~oi•;ic_~Jews and Jewg throughout the \vorld. His support of Zionism, like that 

of Herzl 1s, was predicated upon his faith in the moral and spiritual capacity 

of the Jewish people. l'or them, his brother-Jews, he sought the highest, and 

felt that they could not rise to the highest possibilities of their being 

unless they gave the most, and were the best, that the Jews could ive and be. 

Zion was not an end nor goal in his sight, but the instrument through 

which Jews could a.gain express themselves in the terms of deepest self-reverence, 

more 
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For the Jew he coveted not place nor power, any more than for himself• For the 

'low he sought such status as would arise from and in turn deepen the Jews I sense 

of self-reverence, self-knowledge a'F'ld self-c()ntrol, For the ghetto, whether 

built from uithout or within, he eagerly, withal wisely, sought to substitute 

that Jewish National Home, wherein Jews could again be themselves, again become 

ethicnl n.nd spiritual factors and even leaders in the world of tomorrow, 

The going of JuRiice Brandeis leaves not a few of us poor indeed, A 

meeting with Justice Brandeis in his study became for some of us a pil gri~~e 

after which we f dt refreshed and rene\1ed for the heat and burden of the days. 

But the wisdom of his counsel and the radiance of his presence r;ere res erved not 

for a few of the elect, These went out and irradiated and even exalted the life 

of t he humbl eat of his fell ow-American:, and fell ow-Jews. Americans, who knew 

little or nothing of J ewish tradition, and Jeus, many of ,1hom were comparative 

strangers to .American life, were at one in their estimate of the prophetic quality 

and the moral genius of the man. Mr. Brandeis \?as what an Jlmerican J ew ought 

to be - an ethical being, bent upon the highest ends of his country, and loyal 

withal to the great Je\?ish tradition, which he exalted and glorified anew, 

To Mrs. Brandeis and their children we offer the homage of our deep-

est, truest sympathy, to which we add the assurance that, even though we cannot 

stand where he stood, we shall stand as he stood, firmly and unbendingly upright 

for the hi hest ends of our country and peoplels life; with reverence for a great 

past, ~ith readiness to share the burdens of the presont, and resolute as .Americans 

to help our brother-Jews to recreate Zion as a Jewish center, which shall be a 

source of upliftment and benediction to Jew and non-Jew throughout the world. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OE AMERICA HEI-0 AT 

THE HQ;rEL ASTOR, NE\V YORK CITY ON 
WEDNESDAY, OCT013ER 22_a_!.941 

AT 7: 30 P.M. 

PRESEUT: Judge Louis E. Levinthal, presiding: Messrs. Dr. Shlomo Bardin, 
Maurice M. Boukstein, Albert K. Epstein, Jacob Fishman, Daniel Frisch, 
Abraham Goldberg, Dr. Solomon Goldman, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Abraham Goldstein, 
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Cecil R. Gordon, Harry Grayer, Murray I. Gurfein, 
»i,mund I. Kaufmann, Dr. A. Kessler, Mordecai Konowitz, Zvi Levavy, Dr, 
Harris J. Levine, Dr. Israel H. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Seymour Melman, 
Rabbi Irving ~iller, »nanuel Neumann, Rabbi Ma12rice Perlzweig, Mrs. David 
de Sola Pool, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Bernard G. Rudolph, H. A. Schulson 
Simon Shatzer, Louis E. Spiegler, Dewey D, Stone, Elihu D. Stone, Robert 
Szold, Herman Le. Weisman, and Dr. Stephen s. \Vise, 

EXCUSES for Absence were received from: Messrs. Robert M, Bernstein, 
Rabbi Isadore Breslau, Dr. Barnett R. Brickner, Judge Harry M. Fisher, 
Dr. Harry Friedenwald, Dr. James G. Holler, Irving D. Lipkowitz, Judge 
Julian w. ~~ck, Louis P, Rocker, Charles Rosenbloom, Ezra z. Shapiro, and 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 

~ ............ - ......... 
I• TRIBUTE ffi M"SUORY OF MENAQHP4 USSISBXIN: 

JUDGE LEVINTHAlt ''Since our last meeting, we all know to our sorrow that we 
have sustained three very serious losses. I have asked Dre :srael Goldstein 
to say a few briof words about the first of these three gaps in the leader­
ship of our movement, Menachem Ussishkin. 11 

DR. GOLDSTEIN: 1'Mr. President and colleaguos. For moro than half a century 
Mena.chom Ussishkin 1 s voice and prosence were felt in the Zionist movement. 
He stood at the cradle of modern Zionism as one of tho early Poalo Zion, He 
stood at the sido of Theodor Herzl. Be pioneered in the establishment of the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, For a wholo goneration he guided and mouldod 
the Koren Kayemeth. Thore are few men among our people who have held tho 
unwavoring respect of tho Jewish people over so long a span of timo, and 
tharo Rro few men who deaervod to ha.ve that respect as Ussishkin deservod it. 

"Be was a dissenter in every major battle in the Zionist 
movement, in the controversies within Zionism and between Zionists and others, 
But alTTnys he fought and therefore he was respected by friend end foe alike. 

lfB'.is was a simple faith in Israel ani in Erotz Israel, Yot 
no man1s faith was more profound. So deeply rooted was that faith that no 
storms could uproot it, not evon shake it. It is impossible to estimato 
what he meant to the Keren Xayemoth itself. The least that might be said is 
that he was tho Keren Xayemeth of the Keren XS¥EIIlOth, Thoo e of us who saw 
him at tho last Zionist Congress admired the undimmed vigor of tho man who 
bore tho strenuous burdens of the Congress in which he took a leading part, 
as men even half his age could scarcely do. 

-more-
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11 .And so we were shocked uhen we hoard that ho \1as no longor in the land of th~ living. Just a week or two before his death he took occasion as the head of the Actions Committee to sound a note of hope and cheer to the Yishuv, in which he said, 1The modern Sennacherib has confused the world, but he has not disturbed our faith. Don 1 t despair. Freedom will triumph. Zion will be redeemed..• This was his last testament to his poople, and this tosta­ment is our mandate and our comfort. He \1as in his lifetime a true 1Menachem'­to his people and his memory remains our consolation. His name and his life­time of achievements will be bound up in the eternal bond of eternal Israol, even as his soul wo pray is bound up in life beyond lif' o, 11 

II. TRIBUTE IN MWaRY OF DR, ED\7ARD L. ISRAEJ',: 

JUDGE LEVINT~:. 11 I invitoo. Dr. \7ise to speak to us br~.efly on the lato Justice Louis Danbitz Brandeis, but he informed me last night that he would be detained and asked me to defer the memorial on Justice Brandeis until he could be here. 

11 \Te all knoil that our bereavement became nigh overwhelming when ~e read only ~he other day of the sudden passing of our own colleague and member of this Executive Committee, Dr. aiward L. Israel. I bave askod Dr. Solomon Goldman to speak about him. 11 

DR. SOLOMON GOLD?Wl: 11 ! am sure that appropriate memorials will be held for Rabbi »!ward L. Israel throughout the country. Here we are only bowing our heads in grief over tho passing of one of our mooibers and co-workers. Fd~ard Israel was born and raised in what was perhaps the center of anti-Zionisra in this country. Re emergod, nevertheless, a passionate, devoted Zionist, He sought in his life and in the rabbinate to represent and embody tho noblest of Jo\'.rish idealism. It is no oxa.ggerat ion to state that Edward Israel wrestled TTith him; elf to livo and act in the spirit of prophetic JUda.iso. 11 

JUDGE LEVINTHALs "It is but appropriate that ue all rise in tribute to tho mer.iory of Menachem Ussisbkin and Dr. lti\1ard L. Israel. 11 

(Tho meobers e.roso and observed a feu momen~ of silence.) 

....... ---- ................ . 
Judge Levinthal announced that Rabbi Isadore Breslau, our Executive Director, uas ill and ordered by his doctor to st~ at homo, Rabbi Breslau pr~sonted a report at the last meeting of the National .Administrativo Council. 

III. THE BUDGE!' 

In the absence of Irving D. Lipkowitz, chairID£1n of tho Bud.got Cornr.iitee, Zvi Lovavy, the comptroller of the Z,O,A. presented t\10 roports. Appendix A~ attached herewith. 

Mr. Elihu D. Stono ard Babbi Israel H. Levinthal opposod tho docroase of tho z.o.A. subsidy to the Hadoar and tho Histadruth Ivrith. 

Mr. Maurice Boukstein stated that $7,500 was the maxiraum which could bo allottod for Hebrew culture, including Hadoar, Histadruth Ivrith, 
-coro-
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and Bitzaron because no funds were available in excess of the estimated basis of last year's income and because of the Convention resolution not to exceed $200,000. The Budget Committee decided that a sub-ooumittee which dealt with the matter last year should obtain certain information from all these organizations before deciding on the irx:lividual allotments and that no payment on account be made until decisions on specific amounts wore reached. 

Babbi Israel H. Levinthal objected to withholding subsidies to Hadoar and the Histadurth Ivrith until tho committee concluded its investigations on the ground that these organizations have certain obligations to moet and could not conduct their work. He opposed reduction of subsidies to Had.oar and Histadruth Ivrith in order to help a new vonture like the Bitzaron, which he also thought was worthy of support. 
mov~d 

Mr. Elihu n. Stone/and Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal seconded. his motion that the subsidies of Hadoar and Histadruth Ivrith, namely $5,000 and $2,500 respectively should be restored. 

In answer to an inquiry by .ir. Louis Lipsky whether the Buroau of Education was to be dissolved under the mw budget, Mr. Maurice Boukstoin replied that the Department of m.ucation was not to be abolishod. This yoar . it is proposed to separate the t\7o functions of Youth and ])iucat ion. The Department of ])iucc.tion remains within the ZOA, and the itEIIl "Fduc~".tion and Public Relations Department" on Page 2 of the Budget provides for it. Youth activity this year is separated from tho Department of Education and ~ill be carried on by the Youth Oomnission consisting of the ZOA and Hadassah repre­sentatives. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann inquired whether provision was made for the pay­ment of the Shekel monies owed by the ZOA. 

Judge Levinthal replied that $17,000 has been paid and the romainder duo is accounted for in tho deficit e.nd ~ill be paid when tho money is available. 

Daniel Frisch opposed the cutting of the budget of Dos Yiddisbo Folk and the Palestine Bureau and changi ng Dos Yiddishe Folk from a bi-weekly to a monthly. He moved and Mr. Elihu D, Stone seconded tho motion that tho Executive Oonmitteo accept Dr. Simon Bernstein1s recommondation to cut the combined Budget of Dos Yiddishe Folk and tho Palestine Office to $10,000 instead of to $18,000 and empower Dr. Bornstein to arrango tho affairs of Dos Yiddisbe Jolk so as to be able to issue a bi-weekly. 

Ba.bbl Irving Miller called the Exocutive1s attention to the proposal to save on the printing cost of the New Palestino a littlo more than $13,000 and inquired as to how this was to be accomplished. 

Mr. Ma.urico Boukstein repliod that this would bo accomplished by only printing 18 issues as against 36 last yoar and in offect ma.king tho N0\7 Palestine a bi-weokly. 
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Mr. Robert Szold moved am Mr. Maurice Boukstein socondod the motion that in conformity with the Convention resolution, the budget inclw.e a provision of $25,000 to apply to the liquidation of the deficit of $77,000. This motion was unanimously adopted. 

Mr • .Abe Goldberg pointed out that in view of our increased needs, we should send hack the budget to the Budget Committee with instructions to draft a new bUdget adequately to provide for our increased needs and to find money to pay for them. 

Judge Levinthal pointed out to Iv~. Goldberg that the Convention gave 
t.'. mandate to the Executive Committee that the budget should not oxceed $200,0CD. To increase the budget, a special convention must be called and a cundate to increase the budget secured. 

Rabbi Solo□on Goldman urged the Executive to do everytl ing within its power to liquidate the deficit imrilediately. \7hen the deficit is liquidated, we will be able to find means of expanding the budget. 

Rabbi Irving lf. iller expressed great concern about the intontion to publisl the New Palestine as a bi-weekly instead of a weekly. If ue must curtail the New Palestine issues, le suggested that we put out an outstanding literary □onthly rather than a bi-weekly and so moved - Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal seconded Rabbi Hiller's notion. 

Juige Levinthal introduced Simon Shatzer, tne new Executive Director of the 'ZIJA, who cournences his duties on Novecber 1st. (applause) 

.m. SihON SHETZER: ''Mr. President arrl fello\1 members of the Ex cutive; I . don 1 t know if the occasion calls for any speech on my part. I haven't been able to enter upon rcy duties as YAt and can't, as I explained to the President at the time he offered the -post to me, until November lat. Mean\7 iile I have been travelling between Detroit, Washington and liew York trying to pick up some of the threads, and I hope ioon to have them sufficiently well in hand so that after Nove□ber lat I can enter upon my duties and attompt to serve you and the organization to the best of my ability. · 

11 I want to make an observation about the budget, because it is of extremely vital importance, not only to the organization but to nzy-self in the position I am about to undertake. I enter upon this post facing a much larger deficit than was announced to all of us at the Convention. At that time we knew it was $58,000 but it is now approaching tho figure of $77,000. 'l'his deficit has accumulated during several administrations. There is no question here of blame or censure. '!'he monies that were spent were authorized by the Executive or by its proper subsidiary bodies. T'he fact is that we have this deficit and that is a tremendous burden upon your staff to have to operate with this additional load. 

" I want to say that I think the BUdget COIIIIlittee has done a pretty good job under the circumstances. It is not easy to prepare a budget, to have to~cut down any of the items or to accaziodate the operations to the limited amount of money available. I heartily endorse the motion made by Mr. Szold to include a provision in the budget for amortization of the deficit in the s\lll of at least $25,000 this year. I think hie motion contE1D­plates complete amortization of the whole deficit within a period o three 
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years, am. we ought to plan to do it. We ought not to let this deficit drag on further, without making a serious effort to liquidate it. 

11.And I want to say also, with reference to an observation on which 
Mr. Abe Goldborg made, that while we will address ourselves to the task of finding new sources of income, to increasing our membership, including a 
larger enrollment of $25. members, funds looking specifically to the reduction of the deficit, the budget can be built only on and will seek anticipated in­income based upon past experience. I am informed that our income in the last two years has averaged $185,000 annually. We cannot expect the Budget Comnittw to present us with a budget which contemplates an expenditure of more than 
$185,000. We will have to curtail some of our services in recognition of that limitation of $185,000. If, as, and when new sources of income are tapped and opened to us, we can then revise our blldgetary estimates for the balance of the year. I think no action ought to be taken here calculated to increase the deficit by increasing an::, of the appropriations now includod within the pro­
posed budget. 11 

Mr. Maurice Bouk:stein told the Executive Committee that the Budget Committee took every fact into consideration and had a limited sum of money to deal with on the basis of last year1 s income. A sound bud.get can only be built on realities. He warned against increasing subsidies unless the money was first raised for this purpose. Meanwhile, we must proceed upon what monies we know we will have. 

lt was unanimously agreed by the ]Dxecuti ve that the motions above re-f erred to with regard to the Hadoar, the Histadruth Ivrith, the Bitzaron be 
referred to the Bui.get Committee for further consideration and a report of its decision be presented at the next meeting of the Executive Committee. 

The Executive Committee approved the Budget, with the exception of the items relating to subsidies to the Had.oar, Histadruth Ivrith, Bitzaron and Dos Yiddishe Folk, the Palestine Office, and the New Palestine which were referred back to the BUdget Committee. 

IV. REPORT OF TQ YOUTH CQWISSION: 

The Chairman then introduced Mr. Berman L. Weisman, Chairman of the American Zionist Youth Commission who r~ported on the work of the Commission 
as follousi 

"The z.o.A. Committee recently appointed by Judge Levinthal to meet the Hadassah Committeo concernin~ ~he joint youth work was not appointed to 
start a new venture, but to continue one that bad been started in 1940 on tho basis of resolutions authorizi~ s~ca action on the part of both tho Z,O.A. 
and H&dassah. 

"The general resolution of 1940 gave us jurisdiction over the four 
youth bodies in General Zionism - namely, Vias~ Avukah, Young Jude.ea, and Junior Hadassah. Masada bas a membership of youg men and women of some 1,200 distributed over 60 chapters. Avuk:a.h has a membership of collegiate youth -
boys and girls - of about 1,800 distributed over 60 chapters. Young Juda.ea, embracing boys and girls from ten to eighteen years old, has a mombership of 
some 12,000 to 15,000 in 42 states and in some aoo cities, In addition to 
these, there are those who get literature, but are not enrolled as msnbers, 

-more,. 
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numbering from 6,000 to 8,000. Junior Hadassah has a membership of 15,000 
scattered in approximately the same places that S.enior Hadassah has its chap­
ters. Naturally, these youth bodies presented a number of similar problems, 
but many that were quite different. In the matter of budgets, all except 
Junior Hadassah depended on subsidies from various sources, mostly Z,O.A. 
There was, therefore, in the beginning an historical inequalit y in the partner­
slip with Hadassah so far as financial commitments to youth bodies were con­
cerned. 

"Perhaps, I should mention at the out set that there developed very natural­
ly during the year a better and clearer conception of ,;,hat the z.o.A. f'<=J.rtner­
sh ip with Hadassah in youth work really meant. In terms of money, it meant 
equal financial commitments to youth work, It meart a susta ined and construc­
tive interest in the needs, problems and accomplishments of the youth organiza­
tions. The net result was a recognition by Hadassah repres entatives that it 
should earmark $20,000 for youth work instead of approximately half that amount 
which was the practice until now. iVe, of the Z.O.A., regard that as indicative 
of a very substantial improvement in the relationship of Z,O.A. with ladassah. 

"From the very beg inning , we found it best to have direct cont act with 
the various youth organizations . We had a mixed reception. They were quite 
uilling to deal wit the Commiaaion on their money troubles. ie were let into 
all their financial secrets quita willingly. Not quite as readily were we let 
into their other problems. I say , not by way of criticizing the youth organi­
zations or their leadership, that we were received with some fears and sus­
picions that the establishemtn of this Yout Commi ss ion and t he activities of 
t he Youth and ll)iucation Department would mean a curtailment of their autonomy 
and limitation of their freedom of expression and action. 

"Some mistakes were made, somo by the youth organizations and some by 
others. I think of those uho ma.de the mistakes, t he lay members of the Youth 
Commission may be •aid to have made the least. Our job was to convince the 
youth organizations that we wero not set up to curtail their powers but to 
help them. While that took a little persuasion and much patience I think now, 
( and the rest of the CoTIJI1ission is also quite satisfied), that a uorking basis 
of cooperation has betJn ac;:..ieved. and will bear fruit in greater measure in the 
-coming year. 

flThe Con1nission found a very important job to do, a job which it could not 
tacl:le alone. It must have the help of the American Zionist world. That job 
is the training of youth leadership. We found that the success of the youth 
organizations in a particular reg ion varies directly with the ability, the 
tra ining , the knowledge and the zeal of the leaders in that particula r spot. 
Furthermore, care must be taken not to discount the va lue of money in doing 
youth work, both by the Youth Commission and by the youth organizations them­
selves, Some limitations are imposed upon the youth organizations, for example, 
in not being able tocpen new chapters or to increase their membership through 
lack of money with which to 8'Uploy field workers. On the other hand, we find 
that if we had plenty of money to employ field workers, we would have the 
greatest difficulty in finding fiold workers that we would de001 possossed of 
the ideal qualifications for those posts. 

"We tried to educate the youth organizations and their leadership to a. 
realization of their responsibilities to tl1e parent organizations, At the 
same time we wanted them to be, within their own organizational functions, more 

~re-
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responsive to their own youth membership. There was a tendency in these youth 
organizations to impose upon the youth - self-imposed in the beginning and 
later on perhaps not so self-imposed - adult groups which simply stayed on, 
lingered on - and most of them not even members of the z.o.A. Despite their 
good intentions somehow or other they effectively insulated and diverted youth 
organizations from the things that youth wanted to do. When the Commission 
began to work, we also found that these adults tried to act as intermediaries 
or insulators between the youth in the youth organizations and the Commission. 

11 Now, of course, in that respect the point of view of the Comm.is sion was 
promptly welcomed by the youth organizations, because they do want to represent 
the youth as directly and as fully as possible. We feel that they can accom­
plish this objective and still realize their resporsibilities to the parent 
organizations. We also endeavored, and are stilloontinuing, to improve th&ir 
organizational techniques and their organizational appeal, without stepping 
beyoni what can be ordinarly spoken of as general Zionism. Our job, as we 
conceivo it, was also to integrate the programs of these various youth organi­
zations, to strealime them, to avoid duplication, to take a look at their pub­
lications before they go out, not by way of censorship but by way of helping 
them with such information as our professional advisors and others in the 
Commission me.y have. 

11.A.nd finally there is the quest ion of centralizing their budget-making 
not by way of bluo-pencilling their budget items. We ba.ven1 t done that. We 
simply believe that one organization should be aware of what the demands and 
the needs of the ot~er organizations are, and that the needs of all should be 
adjusted within the compass of our financial means. 

11 I want to sa;y a brief wort as to our achievEiroents. I mentioned the 
achiev~roont in respect to the money partnership with Radassah first, because it 
is important, but I don't think it belongs first. We did pave th~ way to a real 
paitnership, which I hope will spread from youth work to other spheres of Zionist 
activity, and I think that has beon mentioned also during the ~onv ntion in 
Cincinnati. I want now to stress another tangible achievm:.cnt. 

"We made a roal beginning in this matter of training youth loadership. 
We had _an opportunity with very little money, (which we raised apart from .the 
moneys received from the z.o.A.) to start a summer camp institut0 this suc:mer. 
We did it with $4,000, Wo were able to do it with $4,000 bec~use somo other 
Zionists in New England - the Levine Brothers and others - spent close to 
$30,000 equipping a camp for Young Juclaea at Jl:Dberst, New Hampshiro. 

11 \Ve w&re offered the opportunity if we could raise money on our own, which 
wo did, to have the ontire month of July for the purpose of carrying on a camp 
program under the jurisdiction of the Youth Commission. We havo a report on 
that which I will summarize very briefly. Dr. Bardin wrote it up in some detail, 
and I now hand his report to the President. 

11 We attracted some 50 young people from 16 to 28 years of age, We tried 
to get all the youth groups represented. I think we succeeded. They came from 
some 33 cities and some 17 different states, They were there an entire month. 
They were put to pretty hard work and at the beginning didn1 t like it, but to­
ward the end they were very enthusiastic about it. I am not referring merely 
to the fact that they didn't like some of the manual work that fell upon them on 
this cooperative basis, but to the fact that there were courses and lectures for 
a good part of every dey and that Dr. Bardin was not too easy-going in the matter 

--more-
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of letting them stay out all hours of the night, not because he didn't want 
them to have a good time, but because he didn 1t want them to sleep during the 
nine o1clock morning class. 

11 Some of the lecturers who came ware Professor Kallin, Dr. Ira Eisonstein 
Dr. Eugene Kohn, Rabbi Maurice Pekarsky, Samuel Dinin, Dr. Henry Rosent!::al., 
Rabbi Blumenfield, Professor Mordecai Kaplan, Eu.rt Blumenfeld, Juditb Epstein, 
etc. 

"The report is very significant because it contains excerpts from a great 
many letters that have been coming in, and in short ne believe that r,o made a 
good beginning and that we have found a method for utilizing the surrmer months, 
which doesn't involve any sacrifice by these youngsters of time devoted to 
others, more practical matters - careers, for instance. We fourrl a method of 
dovoting the summer and an opportunity of obtaining access to these eligible 
young people for a solid month, ani the result of that we are already feeling, 
because they have gone back to these 33 cities not merely better Zionists, but 
full of zeal and p~p and devotion, and what is more, of information and purposa. 
They are informed Zionists. We think so much of this summer camp institute 
that we are devoting now considerable time for a discussion not mer~ly of re­
peatine tb~t experience at Amherst, but of doing it on a largor scclo in several 
other plMes during the coming summer. 

"We didn 1 t select these y6ungsta.rs at random. We tried to got the best 
qualified. In that connection this Executive Committee, the .Administrative 
Council, the regions and their presidents can be very helpful to us. We would 
like to have suggestions from time to time because we want to establish a regis­
try of able and interested young people. All we need is their narros and what­
ever you know about tha;i. We will do the rest in finding out who they are and 
in trying to give theme place in one of the swnraer camps, if ~e have more than 
one. 

"Towards the end of the year we came to the resolve to cut out this 
busine~s of begging on the part of the various youth organizations. Without any 
responsibilityfor money, the Youth Comnission can only make suggestions and be 
listened to perhaps politely, but not too closely. !ut we didn 1 t cane to this 
view in order to get hold of the purse-strings. Some people IDa3 interpret the 
move as being onl.1 that. We 'VBilted to eliminate the pressure by the youth 
organizations on various groups, including this group, including the President 
of the z.o.A., for instan::e, and the management of the P.E.F., eto-.- and we 
believe also that they should worry about their budget only at the beginning 
of the year and then devote the rest of their time to carrying out the purpose 
for which these budgets are r21sed. Therefore, we recommended, that these 
subsidies be eliminated, that some sum be arrived at which would bo givQn in an 
aqual amount by the Hadassah and by the z.o.A., and that the proceeds of both 
contributions be given to this Commission which is composed of an equal number 
mf members of this body and an equal nunber of members from Hadassah for admini­
stration. 

"Then we had another practical problerr which has to do with money. When 
the Youth Commission was created, we were brought into being, as it ~ere, by 
the Department of Youth and miucation which was created first, and then the 
creator sort of said that the Youth Commssion had jurisdiction over that part 
of the Department which r1as not an education department. That caused many 
troubles which we kept sub-surface. There were no arguments, no ,mgry words, 
but there were problems. The department of education had control over certain 
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funds which the Youth organizations could not have without approval from the Department. Most of the time the department said 1yes, you can have them.• I think it was only once when they said 1mo.1 Yet, the Youth Commission reaped the criticism, although they weren't consulted, and we properly weren't con­sulted because we had nothing to do with it. 

"Now those practic,,1 difficulties coincided with the fact that Piabbi Blumenfield was rotiringJas the head of the Department of Youth and Fducation and with the fact that so far as youth work is concerned, the Youth Commission was convinced that as a practical matter, we didn't need a successor to Dr. Blumenfield if we had the means with which to retain Dr. Shlomo Bardin as the professional advisor and the executive arm, the administrative arm of the Youth Commission. It was on that basis that we suggested, and the Executive Comnittee I understood, agreed ( I wasn 1t present at the meetings, but I understood bf fore the Convention and after the Convention, the suggestion accepted) that the part of what had been called the Youth and Education Department which con­cerned itself with a,dult education, would be divorced not only for budget pur­poses, but actually, physically from the part which was concerned solely with youth work, so that the Youth Commission would mve a simple relationship with its Executive Dired<>r, Dr. Shlomo Bardin, or any successor chosen. 
11 In that connection the suggestion we made happens to save mon y, not because we started out to save money, but it just happens to, and wo think that for that reason some of our ideas found quick acceptance. The sum total of what we expect now, the $20,000 from the Z.0,A. is going to be matched by another $20,000 from Hadassah subject to approval next we~k at its Convention, With this $40,000 we are going to take care of the offico·· budget that Dr. Shlomo Bardin needs for his stenographers and rent and publication expenses, research expenses and that kind of thing, and all of the subsidies and re­quirement of the youth groups which heretofore had to be obtained directly from Z,0.A., Hadassah, other groups and individuals. 

"In addition to that, the youth organizations will, of course, continua to derive independent income through membership and through sale of literature, just as they have been doing in the past. We think that iB a streamlined, effective and efficient method of carrying on tha.t work, and I respoctfully now- this is the first opportunity I have bad - ask for your endorsement of that method of procedureo 11 

~ 

Mr. Blihu D Stone made a point of correction with referonce to that camp in .Amherst,New Hampshire, HG was a member of the Board of Directors of that camp. That camp was conceived and initiated by the New England Zionist Region for Young JUdaea and such other youth activities. The Levine Brothers were generous; they advanced money. He expressed the hope that they will get part of it back from the Region, 

Mr. Weisman 1s report was unanimously accepted. 

V • iEPQR!' OF THE COMMITTEE QH QOQlID INATION: 
The Chairman then called upon Mr. Robert Szold to report on behalf of the sub-Committee on Coordination. 

Mr. Szold reported on behalf of the sub-Committee on Coordination. The Sub-Committee recomnended amendments to the constitution of the Keren Hayesod in accordance with by-law provisions which Mr. Szold read as follows: 
-more-
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11 The membership of the Corporation shall consist of the 

Zionist Organization of .America, the Had.assah, the Zionist 
Womenls Organization of ,AJ:nerica, the Mizrachi Organization of 
.America, and the Poale Zion Party of .Arrllrica. F,ach of the said 
four members shall elect or appoint delegates or representatives 
to act for it at any annual and special meeting of the Corporation. 
such delegates or representatives, when assembled as directed by 
the by-laws of the corporation, shall have and~ exercise all 
the powers, rights and privileges of ma:nbers at an annual meeting. 
The number of such delegates or representatives which each of the 
said organizations shall elect or appoint to each annual or special 
meeting of the corporation or for the purpose of taking any other 
action shall be as follows: 

The Zionist Organization of .Anierica 51. 
Tm Hadassuh, the Womon 1 s Zionist Organi-

zation of .AJ:nericn B. 
The Mizrachi Organization of America 8. 
The Peale Zion Party of .America. 8, 

Fach such elected or appointed delegate or representative shall 
have one vote 11 • 

''The Board of Directors shal 1 consist of not less than three(3) 
nor more than one hundred twenty-five (125) directors who shall be 
elect d at each annual meeting of the Corporation, to serve until 
the next annual meeting and until their successors shall have been 
elected and qualified.. 

If the delegates or representatives of the members at an annual 
meeting shall elect a board consisting of more than one hundred (100) 
members, they shall provide weys and means for the election of fif­
teen (15) directors to represent contributors to the corporation or 
to any fund of which the corporation shall be a beneficiary who are 
not affiliated with the members of the corporation upon the nomi~ 
tion of the .AJ:oorican Non-Zionist members of the Administration Council 
of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. 

Directors need not be members of the corporet ion". 
~ Mr .. Szold moved that the recommendations of the sub-Corrmittee be 

approved. 

Mr. Lipsky thought that there should be a fifth class of members, 
namely, representatives of contributors as a class. Mr. Neumann, Dr. Goldstein, 
Judge Rothenberg, Dr. Goldman and Mr. Frisch spoke against Mr. Lipsky1s recom­
mendation. 

During the extended discussion on the report of the Committee on 
Coordination an amendment was suggested and it was agreed, to strike out in 
the clausees deali with election of directors, the words, "upon the nomina- . 
tion of the .American non-Zionist members of the ~inistrative Council of the 
Jewish .Agency for Palestine", ~Y general consent it was agreed to omit this 
clause. 

-more-
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During the discussion it was agreed that a minute be made of the state­
ments that representation of the Order Sons of Zion should be not by way of 
constitutional amendment to the K.R. but by wey of annual contract between 
the Z,O • .A- and the OrdcriSons of Zion. 

Whereupon, it was regularly moved and seconded that the report of the 
sub-Committee on Coordination be adopted; that the proposed amendments to tho 
constitution, by-laws, e.nd certificate of incorporation of the K.H. above set 
forth (with the consented deletion of the words above quoted) be e.pproved.. 
Tho motion was put and carried with one negative vote. 

Mr. Lipsky said: "I wish to be recorded a.s vet ing no on thu ground that 
I think it is very important for the interests of the Zionist Moveincnt that 
contributors to the K. H. be identified in the structure of the corporation. tt 

Mr. Szold moved that the President of the z.o,A. be empowered to 
nominate the represantatives of the z.O.A. to appear at the annual meeting 
of the K.B. if, as and when amendments are adopted by the K.H. in accordance 
v1ith the motion just carried, it being understood that the President's nomina­
tions would be submitted to the Executive Committee of the Z.O.A. The motion 
was regularly seconded and unanimously adoptedo 

VI. STAffiEl'JT IN lv~l!ORY OF ffl LATE JUSTICE LOUIS D. BRANDEIS: 
Judge :.~evint:1al asked Dr. "Jise to express tl e sentiment of tl e z.O.A. 

Executive Conmittee as o. tribute to the memory of ·~he le.~e Justice Louis D. 
Brandeis. 

Dr. Wise read the statement attached hereto as Appendix "B" 

The statement as prepared and read by Dr. Stephens. rr1s0 was unanimous­
ly adopted by the Executive Committee. 

The m~mbers arose o.nd observed a few moments of silence. 

VII. TiIE BFJ'..NDlllC {QjijOB.,~~ 

Dr. iise reported that the Committee on the Brandeis Memorial has not 
been able to meet because of the passing of our beloved friend, »lward L. 
Israel. Mrsft Pool, as President of Hadassah, appointed a parallel committee. 
The committeos of all Zionist organizations will meet in the near future in 
order to consider, work out, and submit, final plans for the establishment of 
a Louis D. Brande:, s ~orial. 

Dr. \1ise pointed out that two things must be borne in mind. We must 
net ha ire 50 memorials, because 50 memorials will mean no abiding, significant, 
and worthwhile memorial. Palestine already has proposed a half a dozen memo­
rialso One of the first things wo ou t to do is to urge Palestine not to 
decide upon any final forra of memorial until the Zionists of America shall 
have rc.)ached a. dec~.s ionc 

Dr. Goldstein apprised the Jxecutive Committee of what is in the minds 
of our friends in Palestine. A series of cables have been received from Pales­
tine by the ZOA, UPA, JNF and Radassah. One cable from the Actions Committee 
referred to memorial projects both for Ussishld.n and Brandeis in terms of 

-more-
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areas of land in Palestine to be dedicated to them; for Ussishkin land in the 
northern part of Palestine, and for ~randeis in the southern part of Palestine, 

At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the J.N.F. held about a week 
ago, these communications were read and they had no alternative but to approve 
the recommendations which they received from their own headquarters, the Keren 
Xayemeth, as well as from the Actions Committee. The J.N.F. felt obliged to 
take cognizance of these instructions and to enter their approval upon their 
minutes. Realizing , however, that there was some discussions oing on with 
reference to another type of memorial, they decided not to proceed with the 
implementation of this resolution until there had been consultation with the 
z.o.A. and the other Zionist bodies. 

w~. nnanuel Neumann urged that whatever action we may des ire to take 
obviously ought to be taken with the utmost speed, If there is a special 
interest in this matter, this interest would inevitably grow weaker as tima 
elapses. Mr. Neumann proposed that a sub-committee of this committee meet at 
once and thrash out all aspects of that question. 

Judge Morris Rothenberg proposed that the committee should meet within 
forty-eight hours and be authorized to communicate with Palestine with regard 
to the memorial, so that there may be coordination of any plans adopted. 

Dr. Wise felt that the memorial planned to purchast;; land would not be 
supremely e.xpDessive of Mr. BrandQis' interst and concern. fe must explore the 
field. We know that Mr. Brandeis believed in land purchase as much as Us sishkin 
or any living Zionist, but we ought to face the question from the .American 
point of view. For example, there are many non-Zionists and non-Jews who will 
be ready to associate themselves with a great memorial foundation to associate 
with the name of Mr. Brandeis. 

Judge Levinthal read the following cable which arrived from Jerusalem: 

OC'roBER 21, 1941 

nnECIDED TRIBUTE USSISHKIN BRANDEIS BY li~S SPECIAL O.AMPI\IGN 
OUTSIDE HAYESOD KAYEiv:ETH EXCLUSIVELY FOR LAND SETTLThliENT PROJECT 
IN MEMORY THESE TWO GREAT MEN STOP SEVERAL COUNTRIES BEGUN IMPLE­
MENTING DEOISIOlq INCLUDING ENGLAND CAN.ADA PALESTINE ETCETERA CONFIDENT 
UNITED STATES WILL PARTICIPATE APPROPRIATELY STOP .APP~CIATING UJA 
.AGREEMENT PLEASE CABLE URGENTLY CONSIDERED RECOMMENDATIONS STOP 
COMKt1NICATE WITH R.AYESOD AND KAYE!/4ETH WE CABLING UP A AND HAD.ASS.AH 

EXECUTIVE 
KAYEMEI'H- RAYESOD 11 

Mrs. Pool informed the Executive of a cable Ha.dassah received, signed by 
Shmorak of the Executive, advising Hadassah that they are planning an exten­
sion of vocational and educational work but are lacking in means and suggested 
that Hadassah turn over tho Brandeis bequest for that purpose. 

Ba.bbi Solomon Goldman pointed out that we, in the instance of Justice 
Brandeis, should distinguish between a memorial in Palestine and a memorial 
in the United States. He felt that the name of the Justice and his career, 
have a special purpose and function to perform for .American Israel. We must 
not lose sight of that opportunity. Thero are today already memorials in 

-more-
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Palestine in the form of two colonies. There will be other memorials in Pales­tine. To the extent to which we can help in those manorials, we will do it, but there is great need for perpetuating the Zionist career of Justice Brandeis in the United States, a na□e that through the ages will be the answer to the challenge that we have faced repeatedly from non-Zionists. ue should give spc~ial attention to this phase of the memorial. If it is proposed to es­tab~ish an institute in Jerusalem or a chair at the Hebrew University of Jeru­salem, that will not meet our needs in the future in this country, 

Dr. Wise sugges ted that we communicate with the U.P.A. at once. If we begin a campaign for land purchase, whether for Ussishkin or Brandeis, we will at once be in hopeless conflict with the 1942 U.J.A. After consultation, our corrmi t.tee should send a cable to Palestine ad.vising them of our vieviS on the Brandeis memorial. 

Dr. Wise asked Dr. Nahum Gold~ann as a member of the Executive of the Janish Agency here, for his opinion .. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann: 11 As far as the campaign for a memorial for Brandeis in other countries is concerned, I think the only way to get money from these countries is for a memorial in Palestine. You won't get Great Britain or South Africa or Jrgentine to give you money for a memorial for Brand is in .the United States, .u.s f~'\r as the act ion of the Ainerican Jewry is concerned, Palestine is not alone in deciding , and I think you should cable them that we are perfectly agreed to a memorial for Brandeis in Palestine and their action in other countries. As far as the action of the Zionists in this country is concerned, a special committee of all the Zionist organizatiomshould consider it, and advise them of your recommendations." 

Dr. Israel Goldstein defended the Keren Xayesod, Keren Ka.yGmeth and the Executive of the Agency. In the first place, he believed that they felt that we should respect the feeling that Brandeis belonged to them as much as to us. If anything , that is a tribute, and not a derrogation to Justice Brandeis. In the second place, they undoubtedly believe that the most permanent form of memorial could only be in Palestine, that no matter what mi ght be devised here, and how auspicious the device may be, he doubted wh ther our memorial in Pales­tine would not bu more permanent than anything we could here arrange. They may be thinking of it in long-range terms and without the slightest intention to conflict with anytning we may have in mind hereo 

Cn a motion of Judge Rothenberg , seconded by Rabbi Levinthal it was unani­mously agreed that the President appoint a committee with power to act and report back to the Executive plans for a Brandeis memorial and to reply to the several Palestine cables that said - Committee with consultation of other Cormnittees of Zionist bodies is consid~ring an appropriate American project for Zionist purposes and therefore cannot adopt their suggestions as to the .American effort. 

JUdge Levinthal appointed the following on said Committee: Dr, Wise, 
Dr. Solomon Goldman, Judge Morris Rothenberg, E. I. Kaufmann, Robert Szold, Rabbi Isadore Breslau, l!)nanuel Neucann and himself. 

VIII- INTERNATIONAL ZIONIST CONFERENQE1 

Judge Levinthal reported that the Committee on the International Zionist Conference did not meet because of the funeral of Dr. Israel • 
.-.f:.1oro-
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IX. ZOA CONTRACT .. /ITH THE ORDER SONS <F ZION: 

Mr. Maurice Boukstein reported that the committee of the WA and the 
Order Sons of Zion agreed on all det a ils and text of their agreement \iith t he 
Order which is subst nntially the same as last year 1 s contract. 

The President of the ZOA was unanimously authorized by t:10 Executive 
to conclude the agree□ent with the order sons of Zion. 

X. FUNDS AND AFFIDAVITS FOR NEEDY ZIC.NISTS: 

Judge Levinthal presented various requests for f unds and i r:10igr a tion 
af f idavits for needy Zionists. 

The Executive unanimously e powered the President to appoint a special 
cowuittee to r aise funds and secure i r.uni gration affidavits for t h0 r elief of 
needy Zionists. 

n. REPORT ON NEGOTIATIONS ,/Iffl THE UP.A AND JDC: 

Judg8 Levinthal reported on negotiations of the UFA and the JDC. The 
UPA has been trying to arrange a □eeting with the JDC. A letter was sent by 
the N.R.S, to both the J.D.C. and U.P.A. insisting that the N.R.S. be a party 
to any negotiations and that it be a partner and not merely a beneficiary. 
Tl ere has also been a comr.nmication from the Council of Jewi s:1 federations 
and Welfare Funds to both the U.P.A. and JcD"C. asking t hat it be off icially 
repres ented in the carrying on of the negotiations. Judge Levint l al f elt that 
this Executive Committee mi ght very properly consider what pesition we want to 
t e.ke in these negotiations, if any• Do we want to • ave a coriini t tee appoint ed. 
to represent the Zionists, or to ask tle U.P.A. t o see t hat repres ent ~t ion is 
given to the Z.O.Au Executive Committee in its negotiations? 

, 
Mr. Lipsky s a id that he had no doubt that the U.P.A. or nr. Silver will, 

in tl e appointment of the co mmittee , take into consideration any narr,es that 
may be suggested by t he Z.OgA. in the negotiations . 

Judge tevinthal reported t 1at the Allotment Corr.mittee has .Jade t he fol­
lowing decision with resp act to t h4 allocations for 1941. They acted on the 
basis of $2,800,000 estimated to be available for distribution fro□ the 1941 
proceeds of tl e U.J ... A., above t he $8,800,000 distributed by tho original 
agreement constituting the U.J.A~ The AJ.lot~ent Corrilliittee votod th e following: 
to the U.P.A, , $800,000; to the J. D.C., $1,~'?5 ,000; to t ' o N.RgS ., $725 ,000. 
l;cho · grant to the N~R.S. includ.es $50,000 especially earmarked for t he trans­
portation of refugees from Cuba . If the Sta te Department does not grent permits 
to this particular project, the money will be turned back to the Albtraent Com­
mittee for redistribution. ·1iith this a llotment of $800,000 t he U.P.A. will 
have received a total of allotments of $3,325,000. out of the 1941 U.J.A. To 
this t l er must be added the expected net income from the traditional collec­
tions of the J.N.F. of $500,000.. Thus the anticipated receipts fror. the 1941 
campa i gn for the U.P.A. will be $3,825,000, which will be over $500,000 in 
excess of what was to be obtained by the U.P.A. in 1940. (.Applause). 

XII. SOCIAL SECURITY FOR ZOA ltis>J&YIE: 

Jud e Levinthal report~d that at the l ast meeting of the Administra tive 
Council of the U.P.A., it was decided to appoint a special cor.1m ittee to deal 
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with the social security of the employees of the U.P.A. It \7as then decid d 
t hat a parallel cor.u:-: ittee be appointed by the Z.O.A. to weet \7ith the committee 
appointed by the U.P.A. so that uniforQ regulations may be adopted for all. 

The z.o.A. Eaecutive Co~1r.1ittee unani□ously empowered the sub-coII1r.1ittee 
of the Budget Cor:uittee to meet with the U,P.A. corrir.1ittee for the purpose of 
adopting uniform regulations concerning the social security of employees of 
the U.P.A. and Z.O.Ac 

XII. STATUS OF POSITION OF MOBRIS MARGULIES: 

Judge Levinthal reported that he had several conferences rtith orris 
Margulies, who last year was the Director of l/.embE:.rship. They l-ia.d agreed tha t 
he is to retire fro□ the service of the Z.O.A~ as Membership Director. Since 
the □ajor function of the Executive Director of the organization is that of 
directing me□bership, v:r. ? .. argulies and he agreed the.t it r10uld be a duplica­
tion of work to employ Mr. Margulies as the Membership Director in addition to 
Mr. Slietzer as the Executive Director. Judge Levinthal stated tl at he offered 
lv.r. lv.argulies a position as regional director in so□e region at a reduced 
salary, but Mr. liargulies said he would not consider serving as a regional 
director and that under the circu1:istances he felt that he would retire. Judge 
Levinthal stated that ho told ?Hr. !-~argulies it was his intention to report to 
the Executive Committee his conversation and that it was his recor:inendation, in 
view of Mr. IV:argulies I refusal to accept a regional directorship at a reduced 
salary, that he terr.1 inate his services Yii th the organization as of t l e end of 
t~is month, and that suitable retirement compensation would be provided for him 
in accordance witl~ the est ablished practice in Zionist bodies. 

After considerable discussion by ?v:r. Louis Lip sky, Rabbi Irving x~.iller, 
Mr. Jacob Fishman, nr. \7ise, Mr. Kaufmann, Mr. Daniel Frisch and Mr. Louis E. 
Spiegler, a motion by Dr. 1/ise, seconded by Rabbi Irving i✓:iller was c rried 
that the President appoint a cornr.1i ttee with full power to act to consult with 
and ascert a in from Mr~ ~argulies his wishes with regard to serving as a director 
of a Region at a reduced salary to be agreed upon by the Cori:nittee and ~,:r. 
Margulies. In the event Mr. Margulies refused such a position, suitable retire­
ment compensation as recoinmended by the Cocunittee sl ould be provided for him in 
accordance with t he practice in Zionist bodies. 

The President respectively appointed ~r. Louis E. SpiGgler, Cl airman, 
Rabbi Irvin~ Miller, Dr. Stephen s. \/ise, Irving D. Lipkowitz and hir.1self, 
ex-officio •. 

XIV. ZOA RELATIONS ' IITH THE EW.ERGENCY C0MMt1'1Q; 

It was a.greed to postpone the discussion of the ZOA relationship to the 
ll:oGrgency Committee until the next Qeeting of the Executive Oomrnittea. 

Dr. Wise statod that he wanted to raise a question of high personal pri­
vilege but in view of the character of t.i.1.e meeting postponed the question until 
the next meeting of the Executive. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 A.?!.. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Simon Shatzer 



Pi,OCLAKATION 

\fflEREAS, on November 2nd• 1917, the Government of Great Britain issuw 

the Balfour Declaration pledging to facilitate the establishmeut of a Jewish 

National Home in Palestine, said Declaration having been hailed by en­

lightened public opinion t~roughout the world as the long delayed recognition 

of the historic claims of the Jew1sh people to Palestine; and on .April 24, 19ZO 

the said Declaration was Jatif1ed in~ special treaty at a conference of the 

principal ..Ulied. Pow&rs at San Remo; and on Julf 24th, 1922 the pledge con­

tained in the ie.lfour Declaration was inc;orpora.ted by the League of Nat ions 

in the ~andate entrusted to Great Bri~a1n for the administration of Palestine, 

the said Declaration an~ Mandate having been endorsed by the signatories of 

5d nations; and on J'\llle 30th, 1922, the Declaration was unanimousl1 approved 

in a Joint Resol~tion of the CongrQss of the United states; and 

WHEREAS, relying on the solemn promise of the British Government con­

tained in the Balfour Declaration, the Jewish people have poured into ~ales­

tine their resources and manpower and have built up a model community of 

550,000 J~ws, ao that today Palestine provides the major practical solution 

to the problem of Jewish homelessness; and 

\'iBl!IR.EAS, the Yishuv of Palestine has brought, countless blessings to 

all inhabitants of the land regardless of race or creed; aJlld 

f/IIER.lia.5, at this ctucial juncture in world history, 11 the threat to 

Palestine, 11 in the words of President Roosevelt, ''does not differ in essence 

from the threat to this country,•• so that as jmeric3.ns and as Jews we are 

vitally concerned with the security and the unimpeded development of Palestine, 

now 

THEREFORE, ~s President of the Zionist Organization of Jmerica, I call 

upon JijWS and all the friends of Palestine throughout .America to observe on 

November 2nd, 194l, the twenty-fourth a.nniversaxy of the issuance of the 

Balfour Declaration and to dedicate themselves anew to the task of extending 

increased support to the upbuilding of the Jewish National Home. 

*** 



J\NNIVmSilY OF BALFOUR DECLARATION 

November 2nd, 1941 

SUGGESTIONS FOR OBSERVANCE BY LOCAL AND REGION.AL COMMITTEES • 

... - - .. -

The Executive Committoe of the Zionist Organization of .America, urges all 
.American Jens and particularly the Zionist local and regional groups throughout 
the country, to organize impressive observances of the anniversary of the Balfour 
DeclarRtion. The occasion offers an excellent opportunity for bringing to pub­
lic at tent ions 

(a) Jewish achievements in Palestine: 

(b) The capacity of Palestine to solve the problom of 
Jewish homelessness after the war; and 

(c) The expectation of the Jews and the liberal and 
democratic forces of the world that the intent and 
purpose of the Balfour Declaration will be fully 
carried out after the war. 

The following suggestions for the observance of the anniversary are offered to 
local communities: 

I. PUBLIC ~~TINGS. 

(a) Such meetings may be arranged eithor under Zionist 
auspices or as community gatherings. In any case 
all Zionist groups should collaborate in the und~r­
taking. 

(b) The speakers at the meeting should bo prominent non­
Jews as well as Jews. Local members of the .American 
Palestine Committe • should be invited to participato. 

(c) An appropriate resolution should be adopted by the 
meeting. 

(d) Your local newspapers should be kept informed well 
in advance of the meeting of the progress in arrange­
ments, names of the speakers, etc, A report of the 
meeting, including the full text of tho resolution, 
should of course appear in the papers. 

(e) Arrangements should be made for local radio stations 
to broadcast, at least, tho principal address to be 
delivered at the meeting. 

-more-
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II. THE PULPIT. 

The leading Bab is and Christian Ministers in the community 
should be cnntacted, proferably by personal visit, and urgod to devote 
their sermons, "lil the previous Saturday e.nd Sunday, to Palestine with 
spociQl reference to the Balfour Declaration. 

III, 'l'lIE PRESS. 

In addition to the announcements and reports of the public 
meot ing, local newspapers should be asked to cc)..rry other material on 
the Balfour Declaration, including editorials, interviews, and feature 
stories , 

IV. RADIO BRO.ADCASTS. 

It should be possible to arran e for rudio pros rams at local 
st2tions in addition to the broadcast of the public meetings. Such 
prograrts should include brief addresses by prominent non-Jews, pre er­
ably, rr.cmbers of the anerican Pa.lostiAe Committee. 

V. DELEGATION TO GOVERNORo 

For State regi0nal committees, especic. ,lly, in states of which 
tne Governor is a member of the .American Palestine Oornmitt:ee, it is 
sugg ested that arrangements be made for a visit to the Governor by a 
representative delegation. 

Please keep this office informed of 
iraportant st ps you ta.lee; meetings, 
delega tions, radio pro rams, otc . 
You will receive shortly a kit· con 
taining specially pr pared material 
We shall be ~lad to furnish all the 
additional l lp we can. 



AGENDA 
Z,O.A. Executive Committee meeting, Jednesday, November 12th, 

at 5t00 P.u .. at the Locust Club, 1300 Spruce street, 
Philadelphia, Pa, 

1 - Report of the Executive Director, 

2 - Report of Committee on Brandeis Memorial - Dr. Stephens. ~ise. 

3 - Report of the Committee on Coordination - Robert Szold. 

4 - Hechalutz - Mordecai Konowitz. 

5 - Report of the U.P.A. negotiations for the 1942 U.J.A. 
Campaign - Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 

6 - Report on the Dnergency Committee and Political Affairs, 

7 - Report of the Committee's negotiations with tho Membership Director, 

8 - Report of the Budget Committee. 

(a) New Palestine 
(b) Dos Yiddishe Folk 
(c) Palestine Office 
(d) HebreTI Culture subsidies: Hadoar, Histadruth Ivrith, Bitzaron 
(e) Library and Archives 

9 - Report of tho Committee on International Zionist Conference -
Dr. Solomon Goldman. 

10- Shekel Campaign. 

11- Prosidentts Chapter Membership. 



MINUTES OF z. O. A, EXECUTIVE MEEr ING !!ELD ON_ ,}VEDNESDA.Y EVENING, NOVEMBER 12, 1941 
5:2E F, M, AT. LOCUST CLUB, 13TH & SPRUCE STREErS, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

PRESENT: Judge Louis E. Levinthal (in the Chair), Carl Alpert, Robert Berr:st ein, 
Maurice M. :Boukstein, Rabbi :Barnett R. :Brickner, A. K. Epstein, Jacob Fishman, 
Abraham rTOldberg, Dre Solomon Goldman, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Abraham Goldstein, 
Dr. Israel r10ldstein, Harry Grayer, Murray Gurfein, Dr. James G. Heller, Morde ai 
Xonowitz, Louie Lipsky, Rabbi !rving Miller, Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. David de Sola 
Pool, B. G. Rudolph, Izyman Schulson, Miss Shulamith Shapiro, Simon Shetzer, 
Louis E. Spiegler, Elihu D. Stone, Robert Szold, Dr. Stephens. Wise, and Zvi 
Levavyo 

EXCUSES FOR ABSENCE RECEIVED FRCM: Dr. H. Friedenwald, Daniel Frisch, Dr. Harrie 
J. Levine, Judge Julian w. Mack, Ezra Shapiro, and Dewey D. Stone. 

The meeting was called to order at 5~25 P. M., with Judge Louis Eo 
Levinthal in the Chair. 

I. REPORT BY THE EXECliTIVE DIRECTOR - Mr. Simon Shatzer. 

"Mr. President and members of the Executive, nu first report will 
necessarily be brief We are beginning to implement the program of Regional 
Reorganization ad.opted at the Convention and subsequently at the first meeting 
of the A.. C. It is obvious at the very beginning of the implementation of this 
program that we will have considerable difficulties. The program approved by the 
A. c. is sketchy and general and it faces manifold ramifications. From the cor­
respondence accumulated in the office, it appears that some of the Districts and 
Regions feel strongly against ito We are beginning with a letter that is oing 
out this week to some 20 Districts which never have be en a.ff 11 iat ed with Regions, 
advising them that the portion of the dues which they have heretofore retained 
as a regional refund will no longer be available to them. Some of our larger 
Districts have been in the habit of retaining as much as $2.50 to $2c75. There 
is no longer justification for this practice. Districts hereafter will be 
expected to remit the $5.00 dues to the National Office, after which Districts 
will be given a refund of no more than $1. 00 0 

"We are now engaged in prepA.ring plans for the Brandeis Memorial Mem­
bership Calllpaign. We should like that every member of the Executive give us at 
lea.st two or three da¥e during the months of December and January to addross 
Zionist Districts B~~cifically on memberehipa 

"The President hae appointed a special committee to enroll a larger 
memberAhip in the President's Chapter. It would be very helpful if those of tho 
Executive who can afford to join the Presidentts Chapter, would do so. It will 
set the example for other Zionists to follow, The Executive must decide what 
proportion of the $25.00 dues derived from the President's Ohapter membership 
should be refunded to the District.n 
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II. REP~ OF POLITIC.AL .A.FF.A.IRS by 11ir. Emanuel NeUP.1ann. 

- 2 -

rrFirst a word regarding the discussions which have been going on 
between us and the non-Zionists. The non-Zionists have repeatedly insisted that 
these neat ings are purely exploratory,, unofficial s inf om.al, and strictly con­
fidential. I I!lU.St therefore request you to treat my report as strictly con­
fidential. 0 Briefly, the last two sessions which were attended by about 25 
people, Zionist and non-Zionists, were devoted to a discussion of the post war 

• problems with a view to discovering common ground. At the former session, we 
were asked to make a presentation of our views both on G:alut probl er.1s and Pales­
tine, Dr. Nahum Goldmann made such a presentationo \iith regard to the Galut, 
he presented a formula that we denand first, equality of rights and status for 
Jews as individuals, and in addition such collective rights as may be accorded 
to groups in certain countries, provided the Jews in those countries desired 
to be accorded the same collective rights, ~1th regard to Palestine, he pre­
sented our current Zionist prograo • .Among non-Zionists, it was quite evident, 
there was no single united viewpoint. The views expressed ranged fro~ almost 
complete negatiol'il. to virtual acceptance of our position. We then proposed that 
the non-Zionists should be requested to make a presentation of their post-war 
program. At the second meeting, such a presentation was made by Dr. Solomon 
Lowenstein, who stated, however, that he did not speak for all of his associates. 
It "as noteworthy that on the two ciajor aspects of the problem, he did not raise 
any serious objectionL: to our formulation, including a Jewish Cor.u:1onr1ealth either 
independent or as part of a Confederation of States, On the whole, he was 
apparently prepared to accept the Zionist position~ But one must not be too 
hasty in drawing optir.listic conclusions. Discussion followed on the meaning of 
Je,·dsh National Home, and the relation of ..werican Jews thereto. I pointed out 
that the whole subject, including the nature of nation a.nd nationality, hRd been 
fully and ably discussed by a great American and a great jurist. Mr, r:ertheim 
suggested that Brandeis' state~ent on the "Jewish Problem and Ho~ to Solve It" 
should be ciculated among members participating. It was agreed that future 
sessions should deal with specific questions, such as economic rehabilitation 
of European JeVvS, the .Arab question in Palestine, etc. The next meeting will 
take place at the end of this month on November 27th. It is too early to draw 
ruiy conclM~g?S about the probable outcome of 0ur conferences. There is no 
doubt that ,the point of view of logical and -1nt~rated thinking we h ve the 
better of it. But that is not decisive. They were particularly anxious to 
11 nail" us as to where we stood on the question of assistance for those Jews who 
will remain in Europe. What was our constructive progran for European Jewny, 
apart from Palestine? They did not come as representatives of any grou:p3nor 
did we, officially. Actually, they represent the Jmerican Jewish Oommitteg and 
the Jewish Labor Committee which is now represented by 4 or 5, persons designated 
by the committee. At the same time, our people have been design ted by us. Mr. 
Maurice \lertheim acts as co-Chairman with Dr, \"/ise and they presidtt at al ternat4 · ,. 
meetings." 

Mr. Maurice M. Boukstein asked Mr. Neumann what was the position taken 
with regard to Palestine. 

Mr. Neumann replieda 11 V{e spoke of our purpose to establish Palestine 
as a Jewish Commonwealth with complete autonomy in immigration, colonization, 
finance, and cultural life; that was the core of what we meant by Jewish Oommon-
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weal th We took no position as to whether Palestine would be tied up with 
Britai~ or with a Confederation of the Near East. When asked what we meant by 
a Jewish National Home, I used a descripti~o espression once used by Herzl -
ta self-governing Jewish society in Palestine.• Mr. Wertheim was very much 
taken up with thia phrase and privately asked some people to subscribe in 
writing to this formulation, which avoids the words 1State 1 , 1Commonwealtht and 
'Na tional t .1:e spoke of course of a Jewish State or Jewish Commonweal th on both 
sides of the Jordan. 

"With regard to the Balfour D~ observances throughout the country, 
you know of the successful meeting at Carnegie Hall, addressed by Dr, \"ise , 
Masaryk, Barkley, Angell, Judge Levinthal, etc. Senator :Barkely was extremely 
pleased with the tremendous reception he received. I took occasion to discuss 
with him the possibility of observing next spring the 20th anniversary of the 
adoption of the pro-Zionist Resolution by Congress and utilizing it to stre~thon 
the political position. He promised to cooperate. 

"In many large communities Balfour Day observances have been held, 
r•opcrts are now pouring in including editorials in newspapers, (which we have 
prepared). There will be a summary report in The New Palestine, Considerable 
material was prepared and sent to ell Districts. A Call issued by Senator 
Wagner to the members of the .American Palestine Committee elicited a good res­
ponse. Dr. Wise issued a call to 700 liberal Christian clergymen to deliver 
sermons. We also have prepared a statement whi h has been signed by fifty 
prominent educators and publ inlzad.. At the same time, the Balfour Day observance 
has given impetus to the formation of local chapters of the .American Palestine 
Committee, All these activities have served a very useful purpose apart from 
bringing our demands to the attention of the public, It has given Zionists a 
much needed exercise in this kind of work and roused their interest in such 
activity, We ought to plan other occasions of a similar character drawing even 
larger circles into our ~ropaganda. The resolutions adopted at the meetin a 
should be forwarded to our own government and the British Embassy. The British 
Press Service has asked us for a complete set of clippings, especially items 
dealing with British policy in Palestine. The statement of Lord Halifax at 
Detroit was bad insofar as it was not evasive and evasive insofar as it was not 
bad. 

"The situation with regard to a Jewish military force has reached a 
climax with a negative decision on the part of the British Government. ~ own 
belief is that it is not possible as yet to move the American Government to in­
tervene effectively in this matter. Britain is waging the war; and .America will 
nob dictate to England on a military question. !t least that is the present 
attitude. We must carry on publio 8€;itation. I would like to have speeches made 
in both Houses of Congress on the matter of the Jewish arzey and to publicize them. 
I plan also to utilize the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the launchi~ of 
the Jewish Legion during the World War. We have had repeated requests from ex­
Legionnnairee to utilize their services. 

"Recently, Dr. Wise and Dr. N~ Goldmann saw Undersecretary Sumner 
Welles. nelI~ presented a viewpoint which has to be met. Ee expressed the 
thought that after the war there would be need for r.esettl ement of some five 
million European Jews. Obviously l'al.eetine could not absorb that number, It 
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was therefore, impossible to solve the problem in Palestine alone • .An irr­mediate reply made to him was that the figure of five million Jews to be resettled was a great exaggeration. There won 1t be as many Jews left in Europe a£ter the war as there were, a considerable part is being destroyed. Of the remainder there will be• perhaps one and a half to two million to be resettled. As a result of that interview, the :Emergency Committee felt that there should be presented to Mr. Wellee two Memoranda.3 (1) On the statistical question, i. e. the number of European Jews who may wish or can emigrate. (2) The absorptive capacity of Palestine. These two memoranda are now in preparation. To be sure that is not sufficient. A great deal of work must be done to produce a different attitude in. government circles. 

"What steps could be taken now in view of the :British Government ' a turning down the proposal for a Jewish army? We have had again recently first hand confirmation that Churchill is friendly to Zionism, but tho :British Govern-· ·~ ment has been behaving badly. What can be done to improve situation today? One positive idea has been put forwards that we endeavor to get one or two .Americans sent to Palestine as official emissaries of the ~resident of the United States for the purpose of looking into the situation and reporting back to hims An official of the ~conomic Defense Board, which is vitally interested in war-time economic questions in various parts of the world, thinks the Boart might r espond to the suggestion that it send some one to Palestine and the Near East. If that could be arranged it might be possible to have another emissary sent to look into political problems as well, though that would meet with resistance on the part of the State Department . 

"There are many political scientists employed by the Government . Des pite 40 years of our Zionist activity, we cannot point to a sin le political s ientist who is a staunch pro-Zionist, I have recently arranged for two surveys to be made. Dr • .A. L. Sachar of the Hillel Foundation has reed t m ea survey in the leadinP- universities of political scientists, who nre at work on post-war problems so that we may know with whom to establish contact . Another gentleman, in government service, is also preparing a list of prominent people in that fieldr After we receive thio information, the problem will remain how to proceed) We should create a special committee and special per­sonnel to deal with this whole field. It has been repeatedly sug ested that we publish a journal of distinction edited and \?Titten by specialists, devoted to Palestine and the Near East to be circulated particularly among people who ar thinking on international problems. This project can be realized; the men re available; but funds must be provided, 

".A. minimum budget of $1.0, 000 is necessary for five issues a year. 

"\Ve have begun to carry on a modest bit of research work on cork: ltions in Arab countries; a comparative study of the social and economic condition of Palestine Arabs and .Arabs . of other countries; and on the problem of political representation nad self-gov~rnment in undeveloped countries, 

"~wo months ago when I addressed the Exemitive Oommittee, I pointed out that Americ~ had passed from the state of non-belligorency to limited bellig rency. We are evidently on the point of reaching a status of full 
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b ellingerency which carries far-reaching implications for us. In th~ B ttle for Palestine, which is our special struggle, America will be the chief battle­gr ound. Dr. Weizmann, as you know, made a statement the other dey, showing signs of exasperation, over the negative attitude of the British G-overnme~t. He is coming to .America. Evidently there is not much to be accompl : .; hed in England at the moment, He feels that the scene of action is Ameri a. But are we ready? Have ~e adjusted ourselves to our new responsibilities? 

"It is a shocking situation that while .America sends to Palestine ~ome $5,000,000 a yea:r barely one per cent of that amount is expended for carrying on political activity in this country, In our Zionist life, we are still going along with "business as usual". We have made no adequate provision for the politi cal struggle. There are countless opportuniti es, uhi hare not being utilized, simply because there are no arrangements for people to do this work. I v:as asked to prepnre an outline for an enlarged bud et for politi cal work at the l ~st meeting, I prepared the budget and sent it out to a few memb ers of this committ ee. We have had no occasion to dec.l with it, I would like to move that a sm 11 committee be appointed now to meet during the recess and ontinue to meet until it iij 1Rrepared to submit recommendations as to how politi cru eff ort should be extenden~Iinanced. This session of the Executive Committee mus t not adjourn until r1e have reached a decision," 

Dr. Heller referred Mr. Neumann to a resolution passed by the Executive Oormnittee on September 15th wherein the pr esident appointed members of the Z.O . .A. Executive who were members of the Fmergency Committee to draft a omplete program of all political work and public relations activities to be undertaken by the ZOA ~s projects for the Districts, and to submit a budget for one year's activiti~ in ac ordance with such a program. The committee ~as also instructed to contact the X. H., J.N.F., U,P • .A.., to request the Agency that such funds be appropriated. Dr. Heller wanted to mow what was done about it. 

Mr. Neumann repli ed: "The Fmergency Committee has dealt with the subject and as the first step, it proposed that $100,000 should be nrovided by Zionist funds, namely by the U.P.A., the Keren Hayesod, or the Xeren Kayemeth. We s ent a cable to the Jewish ency Bigned by a number of our leaders, informing them of our decision, to which there was no reply. The matter was taken up with the U.P,.A.., but with inconclusive r esults, The J.N.F. and X.H. hnve just advroi ed $25,000 on the assumption that the matter would be dealt with further by the Pn.lestine Executive or whoever has the final word. We have also discussed whether to get other funds from Zionist roups in this country. I recall, however, that we did decide that the z. O.A.. Executive Committee itself should also deal with the question." 

Mr. Lipsky ~aid that Mr. Neumann's explanation of the situation does not quite accurately describe what was the state of affairs at th t time. The Exe utive Committee should express its view that the funds should be gotten from the national funds colleeted in the United States, whether the Executive in Jerusalem or in London agree to the proposition or not, This position was urgGd mos t s trongly by Dr. Silver and supported by every person present at that meeti?l£, 
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The decision of policy adopted by this body was that, regardless of the attitude 
of the Executive, we stand for the idee that political work conducted in the 
United States for national interests, should be met out of the national funds. 
This policy was then presented to the Emergency Committee. A cablegram was sent 
and signed by every party concerned. All associated themselves and made it clear 
that we regarded the appropriation of $100,000 for political work in the United 
States as being imperative and we asked their advices. All parties concerned 
should cooperate and see to it that the Emergency Committee should be given funds. 
\':e should agree that this is a policy we want to have carried through. We may 
be able to persuade Executive in Jerusalem or London or both places. The com­
mittee should feel, and all those general Zionists on the Fmergency Committee 
should regnrd themselves as members of the committee for that purpose." 

Judge Levinthal said: "The Executive assumed that if a cable signed 
by all of us showing no division of opinion, addressed to the World Zioni s t 
Executive, we would receive permission. We sent cable; the permission did not 
come. "i/e could not have anticipated that a cable sent by all Zionists would not 
be answered. n 

Dr. Israel Goldstein pointed out that the original formula was a budget 
of $250,000. $1001 000 should be sought from the national funds, the remainder 
should be raised from other sources, In regard to the first partt the J.N.r. 
And I. H. contributed $25, ooo. We ought not to burden the national funds with 
the entire amounte necessary. There are wa.r.~ of s ecuring additional revenue. 

Rabbi Barnett Brickner said, when the question was raised at the meeting 
of the U. P • .A. • .Administrative Council, Dr. Silver pointed out that the U. F. A. 
was only a fund collecting agency and had no power to make allocations other than 
to the two constituent agencies. It required eanot1on of the two agencies before 
it could make allocations., 

Dr. Brickner said: "We must make it clear to Jurselves: either,the 
U, P • .A. is a collecti~n agency-or policy forming organization, and therefore, 
has authority. Any hope for raising of a political fund of $150~000 is utopian. 
Moreover, the u. P. ~ would be against this interference with its campaign and 
Zionists could not be expected to give twice or three times. Unless we have a 
successful political effort in .America, Palestine will be reduced to a colony 
of 500,000 Jews minority. America is the battleground. It is important that the 
Executive should go on reco~d not to find means to raise $150,000 but asking, 
yea demanding, from the U.PoA. and from those who can give it the power for the 
total sum necessary to carry on this work." 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann said! "'rhe reply from Jerusalem did not come because 
we did not ask for a reply. We must send another cable to Jerusalem. AS to the 
other $150,000, we must get it from other sources than the U,P . .A. Why should not 
Hadassah, Peale Zion and Mizrachi, contribute funds to political work? n 
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Mrs. de Sola Pool reported that of 1:Ia.dassah1s $2,250,000 raised for 
Palestine, it cannot touch the money for this purpose because of the 100% clause 
in its constitution. The teren Xeyemeth is in a different category; it has a 
budget of $115JOOO which they deduct from collections. Out of $1.50 per capitn 
for membership for the national administration of Hadassah, Hadassah sends the 
shekel $40 000 a year to the World Organization. If you could get the horld 
Executive t~ consent that the shekel money usually sent to Palestine, and which 
is purely money used for political purposes, should be used for political work 

in this country, I will recorrmend it to my ~oard. 

Mr. Neumann asked Mrs. Pool whether it was not feasible for Hadassah, 
which raises $2 250JOOO for Falestine, to raise another $25,000 or $50,000 for 
political purposes? 

Mrs. Pool replied that this was not impossible, but thought it would 
be unwise to raise by a special £.und, but only from existing funds, 

Dr. Heller: "This question is serious. It is a question of Zionist 
discipline and a splendid illustration of the present status of the movement. 
I cannot understand why only one cable was sent. That cablegram should have 
been followed up at regular intervals until an answer was secured. It seems to me 
that it is a tempest in a teapot, in the light of the fact thnt the money is 
not coming from Palestine, but money going to Palestine 0 Xn the second plac.e, 
I believe it is prope~ that representation should be mnde to Hadassah, contrary 
to the point of view presented by Mrs. Pool; because Zionist Organization must be 
made to realize that all of the monies they collect will be a complete waste of 
effort, if there will be no Palestine to spend it on in the years to ome 0 We 
must make energetic representations to them and to all other Zionist groups." 

Dr. Solomon Ooldman pointed out as followst 11This problem was discussed 
at a former meeting of the Executive which too•,... two hours. It was discussed at 
one or two meetings of the w.ergency Committee, the U~P . .L, J.N.1., and now it 
is back here again. There is evidently something wrong that these questions have 
to be discussed by 4 or 5 different bodies before .American Zionists can act. 
Furthermore, with regard to the cable that went to the Agency, why should organi­
zations that have had no difficulty in voting rather substantial budgets in the 
United States, have to turn to Palestine for the $100,000. The political work 
is tied up with the work for Palestine." 

Dr. Beller moved: 

1. That whatever group should be vested with that task should 
follow up the cable to Jerusalem or to the Jg,ency, until 
a definite reply is secured, 

2. rhat a special committee be appointed by the President to 
collect whatever money can be collected for political purposes, 
similar to the type of appeal made by the Vaad Bi taohon. 
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3. That a special group should be appointed to make represen­
tations to Hadassah and to the other Zionist organiz ations 
that they, for their part, should alAo contribute funds for 
the political budget. 

Dr. Goldman seconded Dr. Hellerfs motiono 

It was unanimously agreed that the follo~-;ing cable be sent to the 
Jewish .Agency and signed by the repres en tat i ves of the various Zionist Bodies 
and funds, l ncl uding the chairmen of the X. K. , K. H. and U. P. A. 

"Following earlier cable .American Zionists viewing emergency 
unanimously convinced imperative expenditure our part mini~.-~ 
$100,000 for public relations drawn here against both National 
funds." 

It was also a.greed that absence of a reply in a week or ten days 
should be construed as agreement on the part of the Palestine Executive. 

Judge Levinthal said that after the last meeting of the Executive 
Committee, he corrmunicated 1tith our Regional and District chairmen about the 
BD.lfour Day observance. and also pointed out to them that action should be 
talt:en on the Jewisk army. 

Mr~ Abraham Goldberg urged a campaign of sharp criticism of the 
British Governnent. 

Dr. Wise said the following re ardinie: Dr. Weizmann's r ecent st atement: 
"I think it well to make an explanation to those who have participated in the 
discussion on Dr. Weizmannfs statement, for many years I was one of the sharpest 
of Dr. Yieizrnannl a Ari tics. We have criticized him for mar.y years. This t ate­
rnent of Dr, Weizmann 1s ie of the first importance, If he had to spealt, we are 
happy that he spoke out as he did. The matter is only 48 hours old. The 
gravity of w·eizma.nn1s ovm stater:ient is a challenge and a command to us. He has 
spoken, now it is for us to continue to make lmown to Lord Halifax and the 
British Government that we stand with Dr. \" eizma.nn and that we feel u sense of 
denial to the youth of Pal est ine of the right to fight." 

Judge Levinthal asked whether a:ny one could authoritatively say whether 
the news received is a correct report. 

Dr. Heller l¥;reed with the president that it was practically impossible 
to devote adequate discussion to this subject at this time. Instead of in­
dulging in plans which are necessarily vague, he recommended that the ~er ency 
Oor:nnittee draw up a definite strategy regarding this matter. The position in 
general in relation to war aims is very bad. We C'Ould cooperate with other 
people in this country on the definition of war aims. It is part of the general 
problem. .A. statesmanlike approach on our part, realistic and calculated to the 
present moment, is necessary. 
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Judc;e Levinthal report ed that he had mot with tho national board of Mizrach i 
and informed t hem of our recommended amendments to the by-laws, cons~i tution, and 
certificate of incorporation of the K.H. He received a long letter from the Miz­
rachi in which they very politely but firmly r efused to concur. Their arguments 
were vory unreaso~able. The Z.O.A. offered thorn 8 repres entatives out of 75, :rn.vc 
whereas they navv/ 8' out of 125. Mr. 'Jerthcim of Poalo Zion had informed Judge 
Le~inthal that it was not ove n necessary for him to discuss the matter, s ince tho 
Poalo Zion r ofusod to recognize that tho general Zionists should exert a majority 
control over tho K.H. 

Mr. Szold in reporting for the Committee on Coordination, said that the an­
nual meeting of the K.H. had been postponed. We ough t now to roquost that that 
meeting be hold as soon as possible, that our Resolutions be presented, and that 
all general Zionists, in accordance with tho Cincinnati Convention Coordination 
Resolution, be reques t ed to uso their best efforts to put our proposed r ocommcnd­
od amendments through. 

Dr. Holler moved that in accordance with tho Coordination R0solution adopted 
at tho Convention in Cincinnati, wo instruct all those genoral Zionists who aro 
on tho Board of tho K.H., at tho forthcoming annual mee ting to voto for the plan 
adopted by this Executive. .. 

Mr. Lipsky. pointed out that tho K. H. is a Now York corporation with by-laws 
and a constitution of its own. These membors of the corporation ar~ summoned to 
tho mooting on the theory that they are cohtributors. What instructions can you 
give contributors who aro to be invited as membors--who happen to bo membe rs of 
tho z. o . .A.? .At this K.H. mooting ther o will b0 z.o.A., Hadassah, Poalo Zi on, 
Mizrachi and some non-Zionists, but all of them can coma on the theory that they 
arc memb ers of the corporation. The matter is a very difficult one. It should 
bo approached not from tho point of vi ew of issuing orders, but from the point 
of viow of not arousing ill-will or friction. The procedure '.must bo one of win­
ning by persuasion. Tho Executive of the Z.O.A. should tako into consideration 
certain Zionists who arc contributors. ~o mus t allow them to elect certain nUM­
bors. Thu procedure mus t bo one of conciliation and not of dominance. 

Judge Levinthal stated that ho invited Mr. Ross to this me e ting. Mr . Ress 
wrote that he was opposed to the Z,0,A, 1s recommended changes. Judge Levinthal 
said he would be perfectly willing to meet with a group representing the K.H. 
with r efere nce to the ticket to be presented to the K.H. 

. . ··nr. Goldstein suggested that in designating the Z.O . .A.. representatives to 
the J,N,F., there should be consultation between the President of the z. o.A. and 
the President of the J,NF. 

Mr. Neumann suggested that prior to the general meeting of the K.H., a pri­
vat e meeting be held of all members of the ]oard of the K.H. who are general 
Zi onists and a frank discussion had with them. 

The following substitute motion of Mr. Szold was moved, seconded and adouted, 
Louis Lip□ky dissenting: 

Resolved: 
1, That the Resolution on the Keren Hayesod adopted 

by the Executive at its meeting on October 22nd 
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be reaffirmed. 

2. That the President be authorized to make any changes 
in said Resolution in his discretion. 

3. That the President in his discretion be authorized to 
approve the form of by-laws of the Keren Hayesod, its 
constitution and certificate of incorporation, and 
all matters of procedure or substance necessary or de­
sirable in carrying out this Resolut ion . 

• ;)_, That all members of the Z.O.A. ,particularly those mem­
bers of the Z.O.A. who are directors or officers of 
the K.H •• be requested affirmatively to cooperate and 
to do any and all things necessary and desirable to 
carry out this Resolution. 

IV. REPCRT ON HECHALUTZ-- Mr. Mo rdecai Konowitz. 

- 10 .... 

Some months ago a r equest was received in this country from the Jewish .Agency 
in Jerusalem to undertake an enlarged program of training and preparing chalutzim 
for the work of defense and reconstruction. It was explained that this became ne­
cessary because the Hechalutz activities abroad had become ineffective because of 
war conditions, and .America was the only large recruiting ground where the Hecha-­
lutz work could be carried on, Two r epresentatives came from Palestine to assist 
in the organization of this Jarger program. Until then, Hechalutz in .America was 
suppo~ted and maintained largely by the Labor Zionists. It was clear that the 
enlarged program could not be carried out unless the general Zionist s undertook 
the majo r share of the r esponsibility. The Administrative Council and the Execu­
tive of the z.o.A. passed r esolutions in support of the Hechalutz pro ram. This 
was r atified by the Convention in Cincinnati • 

.A.n enlarged prcgrarn was undertaken involving a budget of approximately 
$60,000.00 for the current year. Training farms are maintained at Creamridge and 
Hightstown in New Jersey and a number of units of young men and women are eing 
trained along vocational lines in various parts of the country. The Labor Zion­
ists have thus far contributed approximately $15,000.00 toward thi~ budget . In 
addition, $3,500,00 was raised in Chicago, and perhaps another $6,000.00 or 
$7,000.00 in other communities, from general Zionists. Unless additional sums are 
rais ed, Hechalu tz is faced with a deficit of approximately $35,000.00. The risis 
is sever and unless something is done at once, it may be necessary to close one of 
the farms for winter because lack of funds make its facilities unsuitabJA fo r win­
ter use. There is a stringency in the payment of office salaries. The prospect 
of raising funds from general Zionists ia impaired becauso of the ruinous compoti-

' tion between Hechalutz, Vaad Bitachon, Red Magen Dovid, Hebrew University, otc . 
This situation is largely due to the fact that there has never been a full discus­
sion by this Executive on the subject of Hechalutz. The time has come to retermine 
the policy of the general Zionists in the matter. 

Tho amount needed for an effective Hechalutz program is approximately 
$125,000.00 a year. The minimal budget for a satisfactory program is $100,000.00 
a year. We are now operating under a skeleton budget. How shall these larger 
sums be raised? It seems to me that the Hechalutz work is of such a nature as to 
be a proper charge upon the monies raised in this country for the Keren Hayesod, 
The World Executive has in the past subsidized the Hechalutz program in Europe. 
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There is no reason why that should not be done in this country. It may be impro­
per and inadvisable that the whole budget should be paid by the Keren Hayosod. 
At least half of the requirements, however, should be met by the Koren Hayesod. 
The Gevorkshaften could be expected to contribute approximately $10,000.00. On a 
budget of $100,000. 00 it would "then be necessary to raise only $35,000. 00 to 
$40,000. 00 by private campaigns . That would be practicable and have educational 
value. 

It should be rvmembered that the members of Hechalutz are in large measure 
drawn from the general Zionist youth groups. At a recent rally in New York at­
tended by about 600 youths , 270 registered for Hechalutz work, and by far the 
larger number of them were general Zionists. 

Mr . .A.. K. Epstein moved that a committee be appointed by the President, to 
include the members of the Executive who are also members of the Board of Direc­
tors of Keren Hayesod, to make a study of the financial needs of Hechalutz and 
to report at the next meeting of the Executive as to the amount which could pro­
perly be expected to be contributed by Koren Hayesod toward meeting the budget 
of Hechalutz in this country. Mr . Zonowitz pointed out that this is not adequate 
because of the immediate stringency and the present need of funds to meet ur­
rent requirements . 

Dr . Na.hum Goldmann stated that delay of any support would put Hechalutz in 
a very serious position and that money was needed immediately. He suggested 
that a request for money to meet the urgent requirements should be promptly ad­
dressed to the Keren HRyesod . 

Mr. Neumann moved to amend Mr. Epstein 1s motion so that it shall provide 
that pending the organh ation of the committee and its discussion and report, 
the K0ren Hayesod shall be requested to appropriate for this work an amount 
equivalent approximately to what has already been raised in this ountry from 
other sources during this year . Jud -e Levinthal pointed out that such monies 
so given would be crodi ted to whatevt:1r amount the committee should determine 
is the proper amount of tho subsidy, 

Mr . Lipsky suggested that the chalutz work should be combined Hi th the re­
fugee situation, so that refugees in this country might be trained for settle­
ment in Palestine . This would not make it a purely American entcrpri 0 and 
would be an added reason for the Executive in Pales tine to mako a larger contri­
bution because it would serve an international need. He said that we must cre­
ate a more realistic situation in which the chalutz work shall be done . 

Mr. Boukstein suggested that more important than ngricultural training was 
th0 training in this country of technicians in the industrial field who would 
later go to Palestine to train refugees . He thought , however , that our first 
duty is to cover the deficit of the z.o.~. 

It was thereupon MOVED : 

11 THAT tho Keren Hayeaod be promptly requested to appropriate 
for the Hechalutz work in this country an amount equivalent 
to what has already boen raised in this country this year 
from other sources , and that a committee be appointed by 
the President, to include members of the Executive who arc 
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nov, on tho Board of Directors of Koren Hr,yozod, to it .ko a 
study of tho financial noods of Hechalutz ~nd the proper 
subsidy to bo givun by the Keren Hayesod, and report to 
tho next mooting of tho Executive." 

V. REPORT OF U. P. A. NEGOTIATIONS FOR 1942 U. J.A. 

- 12 -

Judge Levinthal reported that negotiations betv10en U.P . .A. and J .D . . repre­
sentatives wore being carried on and tha the U.P.A. reprosontativos took tho po­
sition that we wore in favor of the continuance of tho relationship under the­
same agreement as existed last year. Dr. Wisc stated that his information is 
that American Jev1ry wants a uni tcd appeal and will not tolerate any one who makes 
that impossible . 

Mr. Lipsky announced his withdrawal as one of tho throe rcpr osentntivcs to 
negotiate tho rLgro-.1mont with the J.D.C, for a U.J.A., thus making room for tho 
appointment of Judge Levinthal, tho Prusidont of the Z.0,A,, as tho third ropro­
sontntive • . 

VI. z . o.A. RELATIONSHIP TO EM"?RGENCY COM1ITTEE; 

Judge Levinthal stated that ho hnd roquostod that tho Emergency Commit co for 
Zionist Affairs bo reorganized nnd thnt ho resigned from tho Committoo as at pro­
S\' nt cons ti tutcd, 

It was raportod thnt tho Emergency Committee was considering re-organization 
in accordance with a resolution as follows: 

NOW THEREFORE EE IT RESOLVED: 
111 . THAT tho nrunc of tho Cammi tt eo 'ho tho American Er,10 r goncy 

Council for Zionist Affairs; 
2. THAT , conmittoo be appoin od to formulata a simple s ot 

of by-lA.ws; 
3. THAT a committee bo appointed to consider and report on 

incorporation of tho Council; 
4. THAT the Council shall crtrry on ir. this country such ac­

tivities for the advancement of the Zionist cause, norc particu­
lnrly in the field of public relations, as re of ommon inter­
est to the Zionist Orgnnization of .America; to Hndassah, tho 
Women's Zionist Organization of Am0rica; to tho Ponle Zion; to 
tho 'izr chi Organiza.tion of America; and, to ~ny oth0r cri an 
Zionist groups dmittod to m0mborship as may be specifically 
agreed to by them; it being understood tha t this Council is not 
an agent or representative of any foreign prin ipal or under ho 
direction of any foreign principal and receives no subsidy from 
nny foreign principal; and 

5. THAT for tho time being and until such time as tho Coun­
cil shall otherwise decide, all oxisting officers and su -commit­
tees shall continua to function as at present.ff 

A discussion thereupon ensued as to the necessity and desirability of in­
cluding within the resolution tho words of tho proviso in the fourth clause . 

It was urged that tho negati vo i.,ords objected to cons ti tu tod merely a self-
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serving declaration,,th.ic~ added nothing to the substance of the resolution; that tho 
words were possiblj':t'deifsunderstanding and were unnecessary. Objection was made 
to the incorporation of the Council. Mr. Szold said he felt that there ~ust be a 
change in the attitude of members of the :emergency Committee toward the Z.O,A, 
He also said that the resolution did not carry out the principles of coordination 
as adopted by the last convention. 

A motion was made and seconded that the resolution be approved in the following 
form: 

"NOr; THEREFORE'.BE IT RESOLVED (1) that the mme of the Committee be 
the .American Emerge:-r!.~ Council for Zionist Affairs; (2) that a com­
mi ttee be appoint~d to formulate a simple set of by-laws; (3) that 
a committee be appointed to consider and report on incorporation of 
the Council; (4) that the Council shall carry on in this country 
such activities for the advancement of the Zionist cause, more par­
ticularly in the field of public relatiom, as are of common interest 
to the Zionist Organization of .America; to Hadassah, the Womenls 
Zionist Organization of .America; to the Poale Zion; to the Mizrachi 
Or anizatiou cf .America, and to any other American Zionist groups 
admitt~aeto membership, as mey- be specifically agreed to by them; and, 
(5) for .time being and until such time as the Council shall otherwise 

I 

decide, all existing officers and sub-committees shall continue to 
function as at pr~sent.n 

Eefore a vote was taken a discussion ensued as to the right of the z.o.A. 
Executive to alter from time to time its designees on the reorganized »nergency 
Committee and there was general concensus that this right is reserved by the 
Executive Oor.u:iittee of the Z,O,.A.. 

Whereupon the motion was put and carried. 
----------

VlI - BRANDEIS MEMORIAL • 

Mrs. de Sola Pool reported on the matter of the Brandeis Memorial. (She was 
asked to report on behalf of Dr. S, S, Wise, who left the meetin to make a train). 
She reported that the Brandeis fanily does not wish a:ny funds raised in the name 
of the late justice. This will have to be discussed further and nothing con be done 
now. Hadassah has voted to establish in Palestine a Louis D. Brandeis scholarship 
fund of $50,000 for vocational training of the children in Palestine. 

VIII. NEGmI~IONS \WITH MR. MARGULIES. 

Judge Levinthal reported that a comnittee consisting of Louis E. Spiegler, Dr. 
Stephen s. Wise, Babbi Irving Miller, Irving Lipkowi tz and himself, had been ap­
point~d to take up the matter of Mr. Marguliea. Before the meeting of the cornnittee 
was held, Dr. -~.-ise met with Mr. Margulies and urged him to accept '1ppo1ntment as 
Regional Director of the Greater New York Metropolitan .Area. Rabbi Miller, a'member 
of the committee, agreed with Dr. ~ise, but the other three members of the Committee 
did not approve of this suggestion. Judge Levin tha1 met with Mr. Margulies again 
and asked hi□ if he were willin~ to take the New Frigland Regional Directorship, 1£ 
the New England Zionists were willing to have him. 
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Judt;e Levinthal told Mr. Margulies that if the Now Fi:;;land Diroctorshi ' 'PS sntis­
f~ctory to hin, ho would rocomnend to the Office Managenont Cornr..ittoe of the Z.O.A. 
that hobo retained at a reduced aalnry. Mr. Margulies rcfuncd this post. Judge 
Levinthal then conr:muicated ui th the nenbors of the cor:ini tteo his roco r.unondr1.tion 
to give Mr. Margulies scvernnce compensation of ten months' salary. 1r. Spiegler 
thought ho should be given a year's salary. Dr. Wise wrote to Judge Levin .halon 
behalf of Rabbi Miller and hinself that they withdraw fror:1 the comnittce. Judge 
Levinthal ~.lso reported that ho had received a telegra::1 signed by 34 individuals, 
nearly nll chairnen of districts in Greater Now York, reques·ting that Mn.r lies o 
nppointod Regional Director for tho Greater Ne,;1 York Metropolitan Arca. Jud o 
Levinthal roconn8nded that the Executive Co:Q1Mittoe adopt a resolution declnring 
', r. argulies I position , s Monborship Director terminated as of October 31, 1941 
and that ono yoar 1 s salary be paid him as severance componsation. Mr. Jncob 
Fishnan moved thnt the mat tor be postponed for the next no eting of tho Executive 
Com:iittoe and to be discussed at an e, rlior place on the agenda. r. Fishr1an 
declared that th0re was no valid ronson for denying Mr . Marguli es tho Diroctorshi~ 
of tho ITow York ietropolitan area. 

A. l'!lotion was then made and seconded that the r.iotion of r. FishT'lan to post­
pone tho question to tho next neoting be tabled. The motion to table was there­
upon adopted. 

It v1as then novod and seconded th~t Hr. Margulies' position as enbc rship 
Director bo declared to have been t~rninnted s of October 31, 1941 and thnt 
hr. iargulies be paid one ycar 1s/~~t~r~nce comp nsation. 

Rabi Mille r and' r. Fishnan protested tho lateness of tho hour n.nd 'lith­
drow fro . the r.10otin prior to the vote being tnken. 

The r11otion was thereupon adoptud, lv."r . .A.brruirun Goldstein voting in th nega.:. 
ti vc. 

The ncoting n.djourncd n.t 11 :05 P. ,1. 

Rcspoctfully subr11ittod 
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i.1INU~S OF TH::D MEETING OF THE EXECl1rIVE COM ITTEm 
OF THE ZIONIST ClB.GAN!WION OF AMERICA HELD 

AT. TB::S HO'.rEL ASTOR, NEW YOBX CITY ON 
SATURDAY, D~CE!BER 13, 1941 

AT 7:30 P.l;.I. 

PR3S:E!NT: Judge Louis E. Levinthal, presiding; Messrs. Robert M. 
Bernstein, Maurice 1:·. Boukstein, Rabbi Isadore Breslau, A. X. 
Epstein, Jacob Fishman, Daniel Frisch, .Abraham Goldberg, .Abraham 
Goldstein, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Murray I. Gurf ein, Mordecai 

XXonowitz, Dr. Harris Levine, Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, 
Rabbi Irving Uiller, l!manuel Neumann, Mrs. Tamar de Sola Pool, Judge 
i,Iorris Rothenberg, Bernard G. Rudolph, Ezra z. Shapiro, Lou:ls E. 
Spiegler, De~ey Stone, Robert Szold, Elihu D, Stone and Dr, Stephens. 
\'!ise. 

GUESTS: Dr. David Ben Gurion, Uiss Julliet Benjamin, Mendel Fisher, 
Joseph Halbert, Louis I. Levenson, Mrs. John D. Seier, and I. n. 
Sinderbrand. 

MEli!BERS OF THE ST~'!i'.F: Carl Alpert, ~rnest Barbara.sh, Dr. Simon 
hel'Iistein, Zvi Levavy, HYman A. Schul son, Simon Shetzer and 
Dr. David Tannenbaum. 

EXCUSIJS FOR .A"BSENCE were received from i essrs. Philip Barron, 
Rabbi :Barnett R. Brickner, Judge Barry .1. Fisher, Dr. Harry 
Friedenwald, Dr. Solomon Goldman, Cecil R. Gordon, Harry Grayer, 
Dr. James G. Heller, F,dmund I, Xn.ufmann, Irving D. Lipkowitz, 
Judge Julian W. 14aclc, Seymour Helman, Louis P. Rocker, Charles 
Roaenbloan, Babbi Abbn Hillel Silver and Harry 'rakiff • 

I. TRI:BUTE IN Lm.IORY OF DR. DAVID YELLIN: 

DR. TIISE: "Mr. Chairman, I ask those who are present here tonight 
to pey a tribute to one who ~ad the friendship of all of us, to the memory 
of o~of our gedolim, Dr. David Yellin of Jerusn.lem, who passed away a 
few d~\YS ago. Some of us :ne,.1 him for a long time; some of us lme'7 him 
intimately. I happened to have known him for a whole generation. The 
happiest Seder I ever have spent uas in his home in 1913. Dr. Yellin, 
seemed ruways to me to be the incnrnation of Pru.estine. He uas Palestine 
at its best and at its friendliest. He was Pcl.estine in its conciliatori­
nesa and in its serene geniality. We recall the great sorrow that crune 
to him in t be murder of his son, and even that blou, that terrible grief, 
he bore in serenity, dignity, and cou.rnge. He was a grand Jew, a great 
Zionist, and a great scholar. It was as ,a scholar that I invited him to 
spend a yeox nit~ us at the Jewish Institute of Religion. He was oleo a 
Visiting Professor at Columbia University where he lectured on Hebrew 
and .Arabic poetry. 
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Mav I venture to su&:est that a minute in his memory be printed in The 
New Palestine, and a copy thereof be sent as a mes~age from you, Mr, Chairman, 
to lllrs. Yellin, that fine rroma.n uho maintains the institute for the mentally 
defective - the Ezrat Nachim, and to his children. 

I! TRI13UTE IN 1m,10RY OF BJJRNJ\RD SH:ilt VIN AND MRS, HARRY FRIED~NWAtD: 

Judge Levinthal paid tribute to the memory of Bernard Shelvin, noted 
and active Zionist and prominent Hebrew and Yiddish journalist and a member for 
many years of the .Administrative Council, Judge Levinthal also paid tribute to 
the memory of l3ertha Friedenwald, the nife of Dr. Harry Friedenwald, Mrs. 
Frieden·.,ald, who passed away recently, was in the days of her youth and heal th 
and strength a sympathetic devotee of the Zionist cause. 

(The members roBe· and observed a few moments of silence), 

III, STAmt~ BY JUDGi LJVINTHAt: 

•. rfFellow Zionists, because of the historic, world-sha1.dng events of the 
past week, I shall assume, with your indulgence, the prerogative of setting aside 
the agenda ~hich I had prepared sometime ago for this evening's meeting, and 
instead, I declare this an emergency session of our Executive Comi~ittee, to be 
devoted to a consideration of the O ave problems confronting us by reason of the 
wa:r in which our beloved country is now engaged as a belli crerent, the wax which 
we are determined shall be prosecuted to a successful and victorious conclusion. 
It should be obvious that the wa:r, rrhich has unified all Americana, must also 
unify all Zionists in America. Our entry into the struggle against Nazi world 
dictatorship has placed all Americans in the front line of a fight to the finish. 
This is certainly a life and death struggle for knerican democracy and v,orld 
democracy. 

It is no less a life and death struegle for Jewish rights,for Jewish 
survival, for Zionism, -Uuring our pre-war period, Jinericans were subjected to 
wa:rs of differences, of ~ords, of conflicting class and economic interests and 
philosophies, But the events of the past week have put an end to these internal. 
conflicts in .Alnerica,. They have torn down the walls of political division, fhey 
have wiped the field clear of the fences set up in various camps. Nothing seems 
so outuorn now as the terms "isolationist" and 11interventionist 11 , Now we are all 
J\nericans. One might s93 we are all "Americons first", yes, first, last and all 
the timel \Ve anericans are fighting for our very existence as a free and in,.. 
dependent people. If the challenge to our cherished liberties, to our democratic 
institutions, has galvanized ell Anericans of every shade of opinion into one 
united army of freedom, can we in the Zionist Organization now be divided and 
fragmentized and factionalized? 

It seems to me that our paramount task, our chief obligation as Zionists 
in these fateful times, is to achieve that unity of purpose, that solidarity of 
action which will bring to the Zionist movement actual strength. All internal 
conflicts mu.st be ended promtly. .All divisions along party and factional lines 
must be obliterated, The leadership, the energy, the vision of every branch and 
agency, the Zionist movement dare not be dissipated in a:ny petty detour of selfish 
interests. "Business as usual" is finished. Statesmanship must prevail. The 
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ultimate goal rather than the immediate objective must be the determining factor 
of the program of the Zionist Organization of .America, and of all Zioni st bodies 
and agencies • .Any course of action which will lead us into minor bypaths, into 
protracted discussions and debates on questions uhich have been lessened by the 
major issue of our responsibility in the present ,1ar, would inflict great injury, 
in my opinion, to our Zionist program. Xn the interests of unity, in the in­
terests of a concerted plan of action in which we mu.st now engage, we must 
marshall all Zionist forces into one, well~integrated, harmonious entity. 

This Administration, I believe I can truthfully say, has a sacred 
mandate from the Zionists of America. I have reason to believe that we do 
have the faith and the confidence of large masses of American Jews. I believe 
I can also say truthfully, that enlightened non-Jews are beginning to understand 
the aims of Zionism, are beginning to see the essential justice of our cause, and 
are becoming anxious to aid us in achieving our objectives, This is no time for 
pessimism, panic, or hysteria. Zionism, to me, is synonomous with Jewish op­
timism. Zionism now, in this very emergency, can be translated into courageous 
thinking and constructive effort. We must act at once to crystallize and 
stabilize the P,rogram of the Zionist movement in this country, in the light of 
the war situation. 

\That can we do individually and collectively to help .America win the 
war? That, of course, is our primary obligation now as .Americans, How shall we 
proceed in pressing our claims, our Zionist claims? How are Tie to carry on 
negotiations with our government officials with regard to our immediate and long­
range programs? What forms shall our efforts take f or tha establishment of a 
Jewish military force in Palestine? How can we s trengthen the economic and in­
dustrial position of .Palestine for the duration of the \7aT? These are some of 
the questions to which we must devote ourselves tonight, tomorrow, and in the 
days to follow. Above all, it is mv sincere conviction that we must not lose 
any time in establishing that form of unity, genuine unity, which will give the 
right of wa::, to the consideration of these primary and fundamental problems of 
the hAW. 

To open the discussion of these grave questions that cry for wise 
consideration and wise answer, I call our veteran Zionist leader and servant, 
our beloved teacher and comrade in Zionism - Dr. Stephen Wise." 

(Applause) 

IV. STilEM:rrNT BY DR. WISE: 

UThere are two unities upon which we must insist. Neither of them is 
easy. Both of them are hard, but must be achieved. The first unity is our unity 
with all the Jews of .America as Jews in service to America. ·Personally I believe, 
and I have already acted on my faith, that whatever others do, we must make our 
special contribution as Jews to the American cause. We have more to gain en4 ·lose 
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The only way to achi eve t h ~t is through the effort on t he part of ev ery 
one of us to secure Zionist uJ1ity, :;_,w I lmotr after all these y ears that it is 
very easy to sp eak about Zionist unity, o.nd yet in hclf an hour from now, or in 
less than an hour, certain problems m.11 arise and we m.11 be tempted, as v;e 
often are, to vote as you rightly put it, factionally a11d fractionally, inst ead 
of viev,ing Zionist questions steadily and seeing them uhole. 

No\7 '.10 must 1 et bygones be bygones. We want to ride in a chariot of 
triumph, but not over the dead bodies of our Zionist comrades. It is no k-unst 
to acl1ievo triumphs over ono another. Letts put that aside notr. I t h ink: ·.10 are 
at the gravest moment in Zionist history. If our prayers are ans\7ered, the 
greatest good m~r come out of this war for Jews and for Zionists. ·,ie have, 
ho ".10vor, difficult and grievous days ahead. 

Ue arc 1,1ithout Justice :Brandeis and no one is here to take his place. 
f!e have ,1iso counsels. ,i/e have good friends. \ ie have strong men upon ,1hom \70 

can 1 ean, but t h ere is no one sitting in ·.7ash ington ready to gi vc of the richness 
of Brandeis' unpo.rallolcd Je,1ish mind to our problems. I donft sc,y \7€ can make 
it up. No one can stnnd in his place, but all of us together can, through 
togetherness, try to mn.ko up for the 1 ose • .,_ ich wo hn.ve sustained and uhich ,1e 
1,/ill long feel. 

As the oldost among you, I appeal to you, L1r. Chairman, tonight, and 
to cll of my comrades, lot us rise to the height of tho occasion! There are 
grievous probl ems to be met. We will not meet t h orn eff ectively, significantly, 
and as Zionists, if rm arc th inking of petty gains and m~nor triumphs roid ne1,1 
defections. LotJs b egin ,1ith a tabula rasa, and when I sey tha t I address myself 
to all of you, from the Chairm.:.'1.ll dorm. No one is exampt from rrq appeal• Ue ore 
all human and ·.1e all have our prejudices nnd prepossessions and our foibles and 
our overgrovm capacities for illv1ill. ilo must put those things asidel You see, 
after all, evon from vi thin J o,1ish 1 if o v,o have v;rotched base 1 it tl e onomios 
like Jerome Frank, tho aut:1or of tho article in the Saturday Evening Post. I 
don't uant to magnify, i,1r. Chairman, the importance of that article, and I think, 
some of us are inclined to do that. I ,rouldn' t droom of making a formal rejoinder 
to him. He spoke ,1ithout authority. 

Lot 1s not take his article too s eriously. Individucl.s should answer. 
Tho He ., Pal estine editorial is admirable. The Amcricn.n J cm.sh Congres·s ·, icekly 
h as an admirable cditoriru.. I preached an extraordinary sermon about it, which 
after tho outbrcnk of tho ,-,ar I consigned to the wastebasket, al though the record 
of it in transcription still remains and can be dragged out at any time. 

When Judge Fra.I'U: sont Hord to mo that he ,-,oul.d like to confer ,.-nth mo 
before my address in order t o explain certain t!1ings to mo, I sent '7ord I uouldn' t 
meet rlith him or talk with him. The time to talk: and discuss t,1in s ,!ith me was 
before that r,retched thing appeared in t h o prossl 

Thero nre going to be some very important probl Gms discussed tonight 
and tomorrou. Letts make a fresh start, 
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We have token on a terrible responsibility, If we are not ready to 
serve as stewards of a great and sacred cause, let us place thnt cause in the 
keeping of others, But if we accept the responsibility as ne again do tonight 
by our meeting, letls be equol to it, Letts meet as friends and brothers and 
put everything aside but devotion and sacrifice." 

v. PR]SIDENT t S REPORT i. . . 
Judge Levinthru read the following telegram received from the Chairman 

of one of our most i:iportant and largest Districts shortly after war was declareC: . 

11 iaembership campaign December 29th, Officers question advisability 
such action in view present national emergency. \1iro immediately 
your reaction. Committee meeting tomorrow discuss postponement 
cnmpaign, Regards." 

Judge Levinthal repl iedl 

lfUrge proceeding with membership campaign as planned. British 
Zionists increased activities during, emergency. We should do 
liket1ise, Regards." 

Judge Lovinthnl read to the Executive Committee the follovrlng excerpts 
from a letter received from Dr. Solomom Goldmnn, who ,m.s unable to attend the 
meeting because of illness: 

n0u,r country1s entry into the war creates a now and unparalleled 
situation for Zionism, It necessitatos the reconsideration of our methods and 
the reconstitution of our organizational structure, The present crisis is 
basically and radically different from the one we faced in World \7n;r Number One, 
First, in the lust war tho United States was a disto.nt participant, It was not 
under attack, Today and oven now, air-raid sirens have already resounded in 
some of our cities- :Before long our coastol plain mey become battlefields. 
Certainly the financial burden will be on the .Americans. 

"Tiho.t r,ill that mean in terms of public reaction? It seems to me 
that .Americans \7ill become exclusively absorbed in the \lDX effort, At any 
rate, ever'!Jthing else will command only tho parin of the attention of the 
people, Jews, olways inclined to superpatriotism, uill be a little more 
preoccupied than most anybody else. IJ.lriey will be, unless I am very much mis-
taken, particularly resentful of the n..,gocontricity and ressiveness 11 of 
Zionis:t-J. 

flSecondly, taxation will increase threefold and in 1942 contributions 
to all causes will decrease proportionately. We II11.1St expect shrinkage in the 
income of all Zionist funds. I nm even now wondering whether we con get a:ny­
where with a Brandeis 1.iemorial, Certainly an a:PP3ol for the deficit '7111 foll 
on deaf ears. 
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"Third, in the l ast World War, Zionism posses sed inestimable ass ets TThich 
are not in sight now. (a) ~e had the Balfour Declaration, a document that 
thrilled and electrified the whole House of Isra el. We were, without exaggeration, 
like them tha t dreamed 0 If wo are r ealistic ne cannot, in future, expeot such 
another meteor to flash across the Oirnmerian darlrnoss. (b) In America we h ad 
Justice :Brandeis, The Justice ·,1as not only immeasurably greater and more infl uon­
tinl than anyone in our midst. It ·w~s also that he knew no Je·,75 and Zionists. It 
~as the beginning of his nevmess and greatness that ~aptiva ted the imagination of 
American Jewry. There is no such personality available todl~r. Where shall rre look 
for the gi ants from afar arno::g the petty non-Zionists who ru·e deb ating o.t the 
moment the a,b, els of our -pcoplehood? (c) The Jeuish masses \70 must conf ess, 
were less frustrated, more Jeuish, more dotennined, more Maccabean, in t hose dnys, 
~oday they are apologetic, abject, jittery, and frightened by the voice of every 
driven leaf. The ]tnai Blrith and .American J ewish Committ ee, uho have b een quick 
to capitalize on this state of mind, r,111 soon substitute patriotism for anti­
Semitism and treble thoir membership and means. All this is, to my mind, palpably 
true, as far as the general .American sceno is concerned. 

11 \'{i th regard to ourselves internally, I should 1 ike to make t l10 follo ·.Ting 
observations: (1) Zionist leaders will be drarm. into the wa..,_... Th ey will have to 
give and they nill gladly give much time n.nd enorg;y to help maintain tho country 1 s 
morale - sell ~efense bonds, etc., etc • . Our Zionist leadership h as been an over­
burdened leaderff1ip, nnd in the present emergency their plight \7ill bo even Horse. 
(2) We mu.st r ecognize that s01~0- phases of Zionis t political activity rrill come 
to a standstill. For a considerable time ne shall b e i n no position to command in 
Washington the att ention of the men 1n10 count. ( 3) Zioni s t ideological dif f erences 
will soon be a 1 uxury for r1hich few of us will have DJ.1;/ taste. I .i: the Zioni s ts 
continue to stre ss thrna and divide themsol ves as hereJ.:ofore into partieE and groups, 
they will lose the .American J ews. It seems to me that for the duration of the war, 

we shall be able to TTork only in certain directions, and I therefore submit to you 

the folloning proposals: 

"(1) It is i mperative that we concentrate the next tvro or three y ears, 
and I believe the war will l ast much longer thn.n that, to atta in the signature of 
every Jew and J ouess in tho country above the age of 18, to a declaration demanding 
an admission, as soon as possible, of 2,000,000 r efugees into Palestine. \1e must 
make sure to obtain the signatures of every man that is obtainable. It uill be 
suicidol for a Jewish delegation to come to tho peace table or to press Mr. 
Roosevelt or Mr. Churchill with only ten percent of the Jews as affiliat ed Zionists. 
Judge Franl~ts statement about our small percentage undoubtedly constitutes a dis­
tortion of the truth, but unfortunately, in order to expose the lie, we have to 
indul g e in too many explanations. \That is uorso is that President Roosevelt, 
Secretary Hull, Secretary Xnox and many others of the most influential men in 
government and private life• as uell as the British and Palestine governments, 
believe this to be a fact. 

KI suggest, therefore, that we stop our futile and useless membership 
campaigns. They convince nobody and achieve nothing beyond a skeleton orgn.nization. 
We ·,1ould render our c.ause an inestimable service if we immediately ins ti tutod tho 
registration of cl.l Jews in the manner in \7hich I indicated n.bove. ,,;e should ask 
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for a registration fee of no more than 25~ or perhaps 50J. Conduct that cam­
paign quietly, ,71. thout f anf nre, and without reveal tng to our opponents uhat we 
n.re after. Let us confront them ,vith a fait accomp:.i - 1,000, 2,000, 3,000 
Zionists in the country can be relied ~pon to do this work earnestly and in­
telligently• 

11 (2) Select several thousand key American Christians, politicians, 
political leaders, j0urnalists, radio commentators, moving·-picture stars - in 
a word, the makers of presidents, senators and governorsp and the moulders of 
public opinion~ Concentrate on their education. In a l nrge measure it will 
have to be effected by means of personal contactc I am confident that we can 
find 200 or 300 Zionists in .America - I believe I lmow t h em by name - who can 
be relied upon to do this work, In addition, we must have Jews and non-Jews 
write, write, write, ,11.thout abatement, to Christians, to both the intellectu.ru.s 
and the masses. 

11 ( 3) A small committee should be named to -eep an eye on Washington 
and to squeeze in there with our demands - protest proposals - wherever it is 
feasible and useful, This committee should keep in touch with our people in 
London and Jerusalem, us well as with Moscow, 

11 (-4) Multiply Zionist education among Jews a hundredfold. 

11 (5) Eliminate the multiplicity of Zionist cmnpaigJ.1S, Concentrate 
on a Palestine war chest, and we mcy trust our people in Palestine to make an 
equitable distribution. 

11 (6) Set up a provisional committee that vrill supersede all existing 
boards of all Zionist parties, organizations, funds. I nm afraid if we continue 
1business as usual 1, \70 shall be in ba.nlcruptcy before 1942 is spent. \le are 
confronted with grim realities. Let us attack with principle and statesmonship. rt 

Judge Levinth...-u reported that he telephoned Dr. Goldman as soon as he 
received this letter. Dr. Goldmnn as~ed Judge Levinthal to assure the Executive 
Oommittee that he did not want to create an impression of panic, pessimism or.­
hysteria, but he was trying to convey the reaction - not in his ovm mind but in 
the minds of many Jews with whom he hnd recently talked. The wire Judge Levinthal 
read was symptomatic of that feeling. 

lvir. A. K, · Epstein reported that he also spoke to Dr. Goldman today. 
Dr, Goldman assured him he did not want to make a pessimistic impression, but 
he tried to be realistic in interpreting the mind of .American Je,vry. Our fellow 
Zionists must understand that Palestine has and does make a contribution to the 
war effort as one of the Allied outpos\ of the '70rlde Protecting democracy is 
synonomous with aid to Polestine and Pclestinion projects 0 Mr. Epstein urged 
the Executive Committee to give serious thought to Dr. Goldman's proposcl.s. 
Mr. E:r;>stein assured the Executive that he personally wa.s not at all pessimistic. 
l"ever in the history of Zionism do we Jews have such a splendid opportunity to 
malco a major contribution to tho war effort by doing concrete work for Palestine, 
particularly by aiding Palestine's war industries. 
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Mr. Lipslcy observed that Dr. Goldman overlooked one thing in the 
situn.tion nhich is n cnuse for gre::o.t rejoicing and not for complo.int or lo.ment. 
The situation about the decl aration of wa:r by the Ur.L! ted States is the consum­
mation of nine years of effort on the part of Jews and on the part of Zionists 
to malce the world realize that there is a problem in which the Jews are involved 
and in ,;;hich the world is involved. Now that America has decl ared war and 
America is no longer isolated, the assumption made at this moment that nll J errry 
will become isolated, that it ,;;ill not see more than the frontiers of .America 
is completely a misreading of the situation. 

We are noTT fi ghting our battles with all the democracies on our side. 
no longer are the democracies hesitating and uncertain as to v,here they are going 9 

\ii th the United States now in this wa:r, .its frontiers 7/ill extend into Pal es tine 
roid the \70rld over. 

We are now in a much better position thnn ,1e uere at the end of the 
last war. At the end of the last nar \78 had a piece of paper ·which was cnlled 
the Balfour Declaration, but we didn1t have Palestine. At the present time we 
have a frontier in Palestine which is formidable in comparison to what it ,1as 
before, and we have behind us a cause uhich is th e cause of democratic peopl es. 

We hnd in 1914 an orgnnization, but there came into the Zionist 
Organization a personality of tremendous porter who created for us a center around 
which the whole Zioni st movement circul at ed. Becaus e of that personru.ity in the 
center of our Zioni st movement, we created a ne J orgnniz ation. The Provisional. 
Zionist Committee took possession of the Zionist movement uith the existing 
organizations as they were. The Provisional Zionist Committee became the 
directing head of all the organiz ations. Everything concerning Zionism uas con­
centrated in the Provisional Zionist Committee. Without entering into an endless 

discussion about jurisdictions and rights of fractions and rights of institutions, 
all the ins ti tut ions ,,7ere included within that makeup, 

ITe have in the Uni t ed St ates one nf the strongest Zionist organizations 
in the y1orld. :111 this deI)reciation of ourselves, all of this business of re­
ducing ourselves to the ~osition of our membership is a part of self-abasement 
Tihich has hurt our strength and hurt our prestige. 

We have never gone on the theory of the membership being our strength. 
When the Provisional Zionist Cornmi ttee was operating, we hn.d a plebiscite. We 
had all t hings that Dr. Goldman stated in his letter. 

rve got the Jeus of .America behind the Zionist movement by open and 
frank appeal to them, and Tie can get all the Jews of .America bohind the Zionist 
movement even in this time of uar, as a matter of fact, because of this war, All 
that we have -to do is to hnvc common sense and to avoid talking in polite tenns 
about one another. 

The Zionist Organization has gone ahead on the theory that our business 
is to get membership. What Dr. Goldman stated in that letter is absolutely 
right, The idea of putting all our strength and all our purpose in the business 
of increasing the membership is a frustration of purpose. We have something 
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bigger to do than merely to put members on our rolls and get $5.00 from them. 
Not that we have to depreciate the membership, but we have to J:norr where the 
emphasis belongs . 

The emphasis belongs in converting the people to our idea, converting 
them. }Tow, as a matter of fact, we haven't been converting them. .Anybody that 
has been touched 'oy the politice.l activities in our business hasn 1 t been con­
verted. There are me~bers of the State Department that are not converted to our 
idea. There are certain people Tiriting to the President who are not converted, 
~e are not converting people and convincing them that our idea is a thing that has 
some moral value in this war. And we don't have to have 50,000 or 60,000 members 
for that. 

We have to have purpose and direction in our work. We need better and 
more propaganda. We must devote our thoughts to the business of hoTT we are going 
to increase our propaganda material , instead of decreasing it, instead of devoting 
ourselves to the futile business of trying to convert the youth to our idea here 
through educational methods. The youth of the United States are being converted 
to the ideas of democracy by going into the annyl The youth of the United States 
are being educated in life 1 s business by becoi:iing a part of the war. They are 
not going to school to le, .rn what life iso .Anybody that expects that Jewish boys 
and girls are nor. going to leEi.rn Zionism through ta_cing syllabuses and reading 
them, is maldng a great mistake . 

We can 1t afford the luxury of sending ~eople to scl1ool. The school is 
the street and the radio and the sirens that are going to be heard very soon on 
our street sl TJe must t:iiri:.: in the broad terms of our pro~ram and not get our­
selves into discussion of details . 

Mr. Lip~-:y sincerely urged that our time be given to a general discussion 
and that ,;,re lmo~1 what we are thinking about at our meetings in order that the 
Zionist organization shouldn 1t be oP.erating uith decisions that are made in a 
haphazard, slopw way, ·,;-rithout any thought going into the matter at all. 

Dr. Israel Goldstein called attention to the example of British Jewry. 
The VTar hit them very serionsly t":'!o years before it hit us. He urged .American 
Zionists to study very carefully the reactions of British Jewry, the programs 
which they adonted, the efforts rrhich they made , and the successes i:-rhich they 
achieved in specifically Zionist endeavors. Dr, Goldstein pointed to the success 

\(

achieved by the Keren Hayesod and the Keren Y.ayemeth to a degree absolutely uithout 
precedent, and absolutely vrithout parallel in the history of :Sritish Jewry. 

Within American Zionist ranks we established t,,10 years ago an Emergency 
Committee. There were times during these tuo years when the function and value 
of that committee were questioned. We should be thankful that TTe have had the 
time calmly to uork out a method of procedure which no•,1 stands us in very good 
stead. '.·:e have the machinery, the formula, the interorganizational relationships 
worked out sufficiently -~ell to serve us now as a most valuable instrument for 
meeting this situation. Instead of taking the suggestion that ue just disregard 
everything and suddenly and hysterically build up something to top off what ue 
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have Dr. Goldstein urged that t!1e wise policy would be to use that which we hue 
and to strengthen it. 

Dr. Goldstein felt that we are in a much better position today than we 
'7ere in 1917, not merely because of what .1r. Lipsky pointed out, but also • 
becnuse of our own inner condition. We did not have a Zionist Organization in 
1917 which had a membership of close to 501 000 for a perio~ of several years or 
a Hadassah organization which numbered nearly 100,000 or a Mizrachi and Peale 
Zion as strong as they are today. These are assets and ueapons uhich we ~an and 
must use. 

Judge Rothenberg reported tl'lat the U.P.A. has been carrying on negotia­
tions for a rene\7nl of the U.J . .A. agreement for next year. During the last few 
daYS a very large number of telegrams c~e from various pnrts of the country 
suggesting that ue should abandon the cnmpaign, that there \7a8 no need for it a:ny 
longer and that ue must concentrate all of our efforts on defense. 

There is considerable confusion. He nrust clarify the situation for our 
membership and ourselves • 

.America's entriJ into the war has unified the .American peopleJ lith 
that unification the _.\mericn 1First Committee uas thro,m into the ashcan, nnd all 
of those subversive elements have concenled themselves a.nd have been driven under 
cover. That created a situation in .America ,1hich is most favorable for Jewish 
,1or~ 

ifost of us have participated in the past in .Anierican affairs and we are 
going to continue to do so. r;e are going to 1:-1crease our efforts in that respect, 
as .American citizens, and I run certain that nobody will be able to point the · 
finger of scorn at us. Je -r,ill do our duty. 'ii'e did it in the last war anC ·.., 
,1ill do it in this ,,nr, in the .Army nnd lravy and communally. 

Judge Rothenberg urged American Jeus not to forget our duties as Jeus 
and as Zionists. 

Rabbi Israel Levinthru. said thn.t he has also heard from some laymen 
the same arguments presented in Dr. Goldman's letter. He stated, houever, that 
we should expect rabbis and other leaders to have a clearer view of the uhola 
situn.tion. lie felt that from the point of view of Zionism in the Jewish uorld, 
we now have a better opportunity to reach the mnsses of Jews than before the 
declaration of the war. Certain details may have to be changed. Jeus will come 
to hear speokers todaY. They are anxious to kno~ how the Jewish position is 
being affected byte war. It is up to the speakers and our leaders to educate 
the people nlong these lines. 

Dr. Levinthal also urged the Z. O. A. to concentrate on more and better 
propagnnd.a.. Prop anda is much more important even than youth education. Youth 
education is vecy good and very useful in ordinary times, but :lilot todoy. i7e 
must through the spoken and the written ,1ord, keep up the morale of the Jeni.sh 
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pooplo, He reported that his experience shows that more Jews are coming to the 
synagogue and n.re attending :10:nis t meetings in greater numbers. Jens wn.:nt to ~':ll0'\7 

ho\7 the W'1r affects the Jerrish si tu[1.tion, how you nre going to 1 ink up the suc-
cess of _i\J:'.1ericn. nncl the Allies with the success of the Jewish people. 

Simul t<'.neously 1.1i th our duties to keep up the 1~10rnl e of the JeVTS, the 
mnsses, we must 0.t the same time keep pounding at those big forces in Uashington. 
:i1 .:-i.ore again it men.ns propng:i.ndo. in V'lrious ways, throueh literature, personnl 
mvctinGs, the press, etc,, 

Rabbi Levinthol urged that whatever committee be created, it must be 
c::te th ~t c 0.n ren.lly spook in the nDllle of 300,000 or 400,000 Jews who are offil i­
atdd ,,1ith cll the Zionist bodies, 

Ur, Frisch contended thnt the challenge to 11 business as usuru. 11 does 
not men.n elimin~tion of business, but the intensification of business. This cnn 
only be accomplished by adequate funds. These funds cru1 be secured by appointine­
a committee of energetic Zionists to cont~ct a few thousrtnd members who are ble 
rulQ willing top~ $25,00 or more as President's Chapter members, Before people 
bring us grn.nd plnns, 1 et them first secure the money with which to ca:rry out 
these plnns, 

Y1 z, O.A. ]INAUCIAL crnor::iro : 

Judge Levin thru reported thn.t the finnnciru b['llo.nce sheet of the Zion­
ist Organization as of November 30th disclosed a s ~ r• ering deficit of $84,626.14. 
At the convention $17,000 wo.s pledged towards this deficit ond of this runount 
only $8,500 has been received on n.ccount, We must raise $60,000 in order to 
liquidate the deficit. r. Kaufmann has accepted the chairmo.nship of the colT.lllittee 

on Finnnce and Revenue, o.nd Rnbbi Breslo.u has nccepted the Co-dhairmo.nship of 
~hat committee. Rabbi Breslau. ho.s volunteered to undertn e that job actively, 

Mr. Ncumo.nn, in continuing the discussion of Dr. Goldmon 1 s letter, that 
although Dr. Goldmnn Yll'ote under the stress of the moment o.nd feeling of pnnic, 
his letter presents a number of concrete suggestions requiring objective and dis­
passionnte consideration. :.r, 1'TeumDnn urged the zxecutive Con:nnittee to devote 
the next few weeks to a discussion rl1ich will holp to clerify Zionist views, OUr 
progrnm must be formuln.ted nnd prepored in advnnce and people be designated to 
introduce the discussion on ench of these questions as they \7111 arise. 

r4r. Ueumonn urged the prepnro.tion of a. resolution or doclnro.tion of o. 
public ch[).I'ncter for ndoption by the Administrative Council. This resolution 
should clarify our position with regard to +he national emergency 

Mr, Neumann urged the Executive Committee to seize upon and use, the 
letter of president Roosevelt to the last Zionist Convention, particularly th~t 
sentence in Tihich he s~id that "the threat to Pruestine does not differ in essence 
from the threat to this country. n This is a very admirable text to us o in onr 
c~po.ign of enlightenment. Palestine and .AJnerico. have become one front, the 
threat and the struggle being identicru. in choracter. 

Mr. Neumann urged the creation of a specinl kind of wor chest among 
Zionists for Zionist political propoganda in this country. 
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Mr. Neumann pointed out that the reorganized »ner gency Comrni ttee for 
Zionist .Affairs, now called, t ~e hnerican ]mer gency Council for Zionist Affairs 
is based on t he idea of a provisional committee, This Committee can function as 
a central body for the direction of all Zionist activities common to all Zioni sts. 

Mr. Boukstein called the Executive Comrnitteels attention to t he last 
speech of the President of the United States: lfThere are two phases to the pres­
ent struggle. We must win the war, but we must also win the neace, 11 Zionists 
have a major contribution to malce to the winning of the peace. There can be no 
permanent and lasting peace unless there is a solution to the Jewish problem, and 
the major part of that solution is Palestine. In this connection Zionists 
collectively have a contribution t o make to the winning of the peace, and it is 
ou» job to see that this contribution is properly made. 

Mr. Dewey Stone urged .American Zionists to b e optimistic and enthusias­
tic. He related recent experiences of his District in ~rockton where they en­
rolled more members than ever before. He also reiterated ~r. Frisch 1S plea that 
our first job is to raise funds with which to carry on our work. 

Mr. Elihu D. Stone 1+rged the Executive Committee to utilize in our 
propaganda the fact that Zionism is the established policy of the United s tates 
Government as declared by the unanimous resolution of OongraE twenty years ago. 
He suggested that we try to secure reaffirmation of this policy by having Coru­
gress pass another resolution with reference to the Jewish homeland as one of ';he 
peace aims of the war. He al.so urged that we do everything possible to establish 
a Jewish army in Pale51tine to stren,rthen t he Palestinian fronts, 

Mr. Ezra Shapiro pointed out that the attack against the J ews was the 
first symptom of attack on the whole of civilization and aemocracy, that Jinericats 
entry into the war was the clearest final vindication pc~nt uhich Zionists should 
emphasize. He urged Zionist propagandists to stress and dramatize the Palestine 
War effort and ally our cause with that of the democracies. He pleaded for inte► 
sification of political work particularly among our Christian friends. If funde 
are needed for this work, r,e should secure it from the J.N.F., U.P.A. or X. H. 

Judge Levinthal reported on his press conference in \lashington on 
December 2nd, attended by several of the leading national correspondents and 
press representatives • .Alnong those officially present were Stephen Early, 
President Rooseveltts secretary. Judge Levin thal, :Ehla.nuel Neumann and Simon 
Shetzer discussed the Zionist situation and pleaded for a Jewish army. The dis­
cussion by representatives of the press indicated a clear understanding of our 
problem and evo~ed their approval of our objectives. 

Judge Levinthal also reported a successful conference he had with Dr. 
Harry !merson Fosdick and succeeded in evoking a most sympathetic attitude from 
him to our cause, 

Babbi Isadore Breslau expressed agreement uith Dr. Goldman's suggeetion 
that a Provisional Cionmittee or a Zionist general staff be organized, Rabbi 
Breslau was willing to accept the limergency Committee as such a body provided it 
be given authority to act for all Zionist bodies. This committee should meet 
twice or three times a week to consider Zionist business and make decisions which 
all of us should accept. 
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1Ir. Louis Spiegler urged the :Executive Committee to formulate a decla­
ration outlining the :ionist ~rogram during the war so that the districts and 
rank anu file can be guided accordingly and to raise a War Chest with which to 
implement this program. 

l4rs. Pool pointed out that the :amerge~cy Committee was greatly handi­
capped and ineffective in the past because all Zionist leaders refused to work 
together and quarreled about its organizational structure interminably. She 
1:.:.. ~ed all Zionists to cooperate with the Emergency 0ommi ttee and commence some 
real intensive work. 

The Executive Cozmnittee unanimously elected Simon Shetzer as Secretary 
of the Zionist Organization of .America. 

y111 THE KER2N HATI OD: 

Judge Levinthal reported that after the adoption by the Executive Com­
mittee of the resolution ·with reference to the Xeren Hey-esod he had had a number 
of meetings and was having difficulties; that at a previous meeting of the Exec­
utive Cor.m1ittee he had been authorized to name a list of directors but subject 
to approval of the Executive Committee. He did not have such a list of direc­
tors available to submit to the meeting for approval. He now asked that he be 
given authority to appoint a committee to make a list of directors. He proposed 
that the annual election of directors of Keren Hayesod take place in the near 
future and that the matter of the amendment to the Constitution and :By-La\JS of 
the Keren Ha;yesod could be for the time being postponed. Uhereupon Mr. :Boukstein 
moved that the President be given authority to name a committee which would pre­
pare a slate of directors which would be submitted to the next annual meeting of 
the Keren Hey-esod to be elected as directors of the Keren Hayesod for the coming 
year. ~he motion was seconded. 

After discussion, during which the Chairman read an excerpt from the 
resolution on coordination adopted at the last Z.O.A. Convention and stated that 
there would naturally be consul cation with various interests, and stated further 
that there was nothi er in the present proposal inconsistent with previous de­
cisions of this Executive, the question was called for and the motion was duly 
adopted. 

lX COI.:u:rir.iz:s TO DRAFT STATEi,iEl~ 01 ZIOlJISJ: POLICY IU Rm.i .: TION TO Tffi! t1:AR: 

The Executive Committee unanimously encoura{';ed Judge Levinthal to ap­
point a committee to draft a statement on Zionist policy in relation to the war. 
Judge Levinthal appointed Louis Lips~, Emanuel Neumann, MUrra.r Gurfein and 
himself to said committee. 

Judge Levinthal introduced Ur. David Ben Gurion. 
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Mr. Ben Gurion declared that he hesit~ted to join in the discussion 
on .American war problems inasmuch as he was not an American. However, the cause 
for which .Mnerica is now fighting is not exclusively an .American one; it is a 
common cause with the other democracies of the world. Zionism, too, has its 
Atake in this war, though it would be a mistake to limit the Zionist movement 
1: these days solely to the war effort. The movement has other justification 
~~ well. Even the peace settlement is not the only Zionist objective because 
ev-en if there were no war we wo1.1ld still be confronted with the grec=it -problem 
of resettling many Jews in Palestine. In any event, both in war and in peace, 
our aims are in accord with the aims of the great democracies, which are seek­
ing to solve the world's problems. 

I 

To promote our program in these days we nIUst have a greater degree 
of unity, both within the Zionist ranks, and together with other non-Zionist 
elements in this country. Without exaggerating, and ~ithout creating false 
hopes, he said, it appears that there is today a great possibility of creating 
a united front of Junerican Jewry on a platfonn to which all Jews can subscribe. 
If the Zionists are properly organized, and conscious of their immediate tasks, 
they can merge during this period of emergency as the leading power in .American 
Jewry. 

Judge Levinthal announced that another meeting of the Executive 
uould be held in two ueeke, and that a committee uould be appointed to drau 
up a plan for united Zionist action. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 P.M., 

Respectfully submitted 

Simon Shet zer 



. ,,, 

• 

t 

... 

MIMES OI' THE MmING 01 THE ,Ni:IOlJ,Atb@l!fISTRA.'rlVE 
COONCli! HELD JI! THE H0rEL .ASTpR, NEI YOU CITY ON 

SUNDAY I DECEMBER 14, 1941 X: 101 30 .A.. M. 

esENT: Dr, James G. Heller, Presiding; Messrs. ltalph :Bass, :Boston; Dr. Ille 
erger, Providenco1 R. I.; Robert M. :Bornstein, Philadelphia, Pa.; Rabbi Herbert 

Jnoom, Iingston, N. Y.; Ba.bbl Isadore :Breslau1 Washington, D, c.1 Louis E. Bronn, 
~orches tor, Mass. ; Dr. .Ao.ron :Surman, Syracuse, N. Y. ; Judge Os car Caplan, 
Chicago• Ill.; Samuel Caploo, Dorchester, Mass.; :Rabbi Elias Chorry, Indianapolis, 
Ind,; Rabbj. Samu.o:}. Cooper, Oharl aston, w. Va.1 :Bernard Danzansky, Washington, 
D.c.; A. X. Epstein, Ohicngo, Ill.; Dr. David Feldman, .A.tlantic Oity, N. J.; 
Daniel Frisoh, Indianapolis, Ind.i Babbi Morton Goldberg1 Tolodo, Ohio; Reuben 
Goldman, Rochester, Na Y.; HYman Goldman·, Washington, D, c.; Abraham Goldstein, 
Hartford, Conn.; Louis Gordon, Harrisburg, Fn.; Joseph Hal bort, .A.tlantic Oi ty, 
N.J.; :Benjamin R. Harris 1 Chicago, Ill.; Rabbi Abraham Haselkorn, Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y.; Arnold Heick:1.in, Rochester, N, Y.; Jacob l3"' Hoffman, Philadelphia, Pa.; 

• Lou.is I. Levenson, .Atlantic City, N.J,; Louis Levine, Leominster, Mass.; 
Seymour R. Levine, Peekskill, N. Y~t Judge Louis E, Levinthal, Philadelphiat Fa.; 
Jacob Lukashok, New Rochalle, NoY.; Harry Ar Fine, Nena.rk, N,.J"'; Dr. Joachim 
Prinz, NeHar.k, N. J ,., ; Harry ,A. Rachlin, '.Buffalo, N. Y1t~ Samuel Baucher, Norm.ch, 
Conn.; Sol Reiter• Net/burgh, N.Y.; Charles A. Bome, Boston; Mass.; Henry 
Bosenba:um, Fla.infield, N.,T.; Rabbi BudolphM. Bossnthal, 01.avelond, Ohio; 
Berno.rd G. Budolph, Syracuse, N~ Ye; Mrs, John D. Safer, \"loshington, D. c.; Judge 
Jacob Schwolsley', Hartford, Oonn .. ; Ezra Z" Shapiro, o.teveland• Ohiof Louis E. 
Spiegler, Washington, D. c.; Sauls. Spiro, Pittsburgh, Fa0 ; Deuey D~ Stone, 
Taunton, Masse; Elihu D. Stone, Boston, Mass.; Mark Sugn.rman, Oontesville, Pc3.c; 
Robert M. Travis, Atilanto., Ga.; Samuel Umansky, Meriden~ Conn.; J.bra..liam I• 
Uslnnder, Eliza.beth, NoJ" ; Messrs~ Marcus .Abramson, Maurice Bernhardt, Samual 
Berson, Samuel . J • Borowsley, Maurice :Boukstein, Julius Cantor1 ./{t>raham H. Cohen, 
Sol Cohen, Babbi Abraham Dubin, Jacob Fishman, HYman l'l iegel, Jbraham Goldberg, 
Rabbi Joshua Goldberg, Dr~ Israel Goldstein, Jbraham r10odman, Judge l!nanuel 
Greenberg, Murr~ I. Gurf ein, Leo Guzik, Ba.1.ph Huberman, Isaac Imber, Jacob 
Ish~ishor, Samuel Judenfreund, Mordecai Xonowitz, Dr. Harris Levine, Louis 
Lipsey, Rabbi Irving Miller, l!manuel Neunann, Samuel J, Perry, Herman Quittman, 
.llbrahOlll A. ltedelheim, Juda-e Bernard A. Rosenblatt, 3\.ldge Morris Rothenberg, 
Samuel Rothstein, Moses lo.ibinson, Jochanon I. Ruda.vsley', Leon Savage, Albert D. 
Schanzer, Joseph Schiclder, Carl Sherman, Abe Sindel, .Abraham Spicehond.ler, 
Bobert Szold and Dr. Stephen s. \Vise, all of greater Ne\T York. Mesdames 
Bose L. Halperin, Jeanette Leibel a.ni 'ranar de Sola Fool, representing Hadassah. 

GUmTSa Dr. David l3en 0.urion, Miss Ju'lliet :Benjamin, Jbe Diclcenstein, Mendel 
Fisher, Leib Jaffa, Arthur Lourie and Sophie Udin. 

MEMBERS OI S~• Onrl .Alpert, Ernest Bnrbarash, Dr. Simon Bernstein, Zvi Levnvy, 
E'Ytlo.n A, Schulson, Sicion Shatzer · and Dr. David Tannenbaum. 

ZJQUSES FOB AJ!SENOE YJEgE RECEIVED FROl4 Uessrs. Dr. Israel A. .tlbrams, Pittsburgh, 
Pa,; Rabbi Morris ~ler 1 Detroit, .Uch.; Oscar Altshuler, Youngstonn, .Ohio; 
Judge Sanu.el l3arnett New :Sedf ord, Mass.1 Phillip :Sorron1 :Sos ton, Mass,; Charles 
l3endor1 l3reckenridge, i8!to.st Be.bbi Morton :SeroanJ ChieRgo, Ill.; Ee.bbl Maurice 
J. :Bloom, Net/burgh, N.Y. l 3u,dge Jacob l3ro.ude, Chicago, Ill.; Rabbi larnett 11. 
:Brickner, 01.evoland, Ohio; \1a1. ter l3urke, Pittsburgh, Po.: Jesse l3. Cal.mens on, 
c:t. Pow., Uinn , l Lar-~nce w •. Orohn, Detroit, ?Aich. t Lbbi \7111100 Draz1n, 
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Savannah, Ga.J Daniel Ellison, ~altimore, Md.; Dr. l'recl M. !'alkman, 01.eveland, 

Ohio; M, :a. Finkelstein, Chattanooga., Tenn•; Alfred Fleishman, st. Louis, Mo.; 

Judge Harry M. Fisher, Chicago, Ill.; Joseph L. Foster, Lecminster• Mass.; 
Harry H. hankel. Oinoinnati, Ohio; Dr. Harry Friedenwald, l3a.ltimore, Md.r 
David Geffen, Utica, N'.Y.; Dr. Moses Gellman, :Baltimore, Md.; Joseph Goldberg, 
Worcester, Mass.; Dr. Israel M. Goldman, Provid19nce, R.I.; Dr. Solomon Goldman, 

Chicago, Ill.,; Gustave L. Goldstein, Los .Angeles, Cal.if. t Cecil R, Gordon, W, 

Newton, Mass,,. Harry Greyer, Net't_ York Oity; Rabbi Itnanuel Green, ~ora, Ill.: 

Rabbi Simon GTeenberg, l'hiladelphia, Fa.1 ~bi William Greenfield, \"laterbury 1 

Oonn,J J. L. Hecht, Norfolk; Va.; .A.lex Himmelman, Milwaukee, '1isc.t I. Me Jaffe, 
:Butler, Pa. J Max Eabatznick, :Boston, Mass.; Fdmund I. Xaufmann, Washington, D. c.; 
Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal.• :Brooklyn, N. Y.1 I. L. Xenen, s. lliclid, Ohio; Prof. 
Gustave llausner, st. Louis, Mo.; Charles J. Levin, Uniontown, Pa. t Harry Levine,. 

Leominster• Mass.; Dr. Louis Levy, Memphis, 'renn.; Irving D. Liplco~tz, New 
York City; Judge Julian li. Mack, New York City; Morris Mal.love, New London, Conn.; 

Mortimer May, Nashville, Tenn.; Rabbi A. J. Mesch, l3irmingham, .Ala.; Harry J, . 
Moskowitz, New York Ci ey; Seymour Melman, New York City; \7111 iam Nimelman, 
Niagara Falls, N. Y.f J- Novy, ll.istin, Texas; Louis O, Perlman, Detroit, Mich•t 
Jacob Rabinovitz~ l3oston, Mass.; Ma.x Rattner, Rock Island, Ill. J Hon. BYman J. 
Reit, New York City; Aaron Riche, Los .Angeles, Oalif' •; Louis p., Rocker, New York 
City; Col. A. H. Rosenberg, Chicago, Ill.; Charles J. Rosenbloom, Fittsburgh, 
Pa.; Leon Sager, \1ilmette, Ill.1 Rabbi F.dwa.rd T. Sand.row, \1oodmere, L. I,; 
Nathan Savage, Pittsburght Pa.; Albert Schiff, Columbus, Ohio; Rabbi .Abba Hillel 

Silver, Oleveland, Ohio; Ben Sobel, st. Louis, llo.; J .oseph w. Spector, :Baltimore• 

Md. t l7ill1am g. 511kt Philndelphia, Pa.; Elvin Teitelbaun, Johnstown, Pa.; 
Harry Takiff, Philadelphia, Pa.; .Abraham Tu1 in1 New York Oi ty; Dr. Harry F. 

\7echsler, New York 01~; Joe \7eir.g:u-ten, Houston, Texas; Herman L. Yieisman, New 

York City; Sena.tor Jacob \leis a I Indionapol is, Ind.; Samuel flolberg, Wilmette, Ill.; 

Josepi Zox, Des Moines, Iowa; and Theodore Strimling, Los .Angeles, Oa.lif. 

Bo.bbl Heller said that seldom in the history of the Zionist Organiza,.. 

tion has a meeting convened under more momentous cirC'tlIDSta.nces. .All of us realize 

that Americals entry into the war has affected us, not merely as .Americans but 

as Jews and as Zionists. \"~at the future holds for us and for our country, what 

tt will hold for the movement that is so dear to us, the manner in which tt will 

be affected by full Jmerican participation in the l7a1" • all this liee hidden 

in the future. :But those of us whose memories go back to the last ua.r recall 
vividly the many changes that were necessary in the organization of Zionism as 

a world movementt and in its direction as a result of .Americf participation 
in the uar. I hope that this meeting of the .Administrative ounoil will spend 

its enerf:/ not merely upon the discussion of our own parochial problems, our 
own internal problems,. but that we shall also be able to devote some time to 
a consideration of the probable changes that we shall have to make in the light 
of the nar. 
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The Chairman then proposed that before proceeding with the regular 
agenda a committee of three be appointed to formulate a message on behalf of the 
Z.O.A., from its .Administrative Council, to the President of the United States, 
assuring him of our loyal support in this present crisis and pledging him all 
our resources and manpower for the defense of our beloved country. 

It was accordingly moved and seconded that a comnittee of three be 
appointed to draw up such a message to be sent to the President. 

The Chairman then called upon Mr. Shetser, ZQA. Executive Director, to 
present his report. 

Mr. Shatzer saidt in the light of the events of last week the report 
of the Executive Director as noted upon the agenda and which had been prepared 
in advance of these events, might on the surface1 seem irrelevant and impertinent. 
I think, however, that you will agree with me that precisely because of the er1sie 
in which we are involved as Americans and as Jews end Zionists, it is wholly 
relevant and most appropriate that we inquire as to our responsibility as Zionists 
in t:ie present circums ta.nces and to ask ourselves what resources we have in the 
Zionist Organization in men, in money, and in discipline to meet the challenge 
of the hour and to move forward, It is in the light of such inquiry I intend 
to give you the Executive Directorls report, which in a sense, is the cumulative 
report of the various departments in your national administration. 

You will be glad to lmow that in the period f~vm Septenber 1st to 
December 14th, the speakers I :Sureau of your national o:cga.nization has booked 
speakers for 147 meetings, which is in addition to 100 scheduled meetings for 
which speakers were provided independently by the Districts themselves. In 
addition 125 meetings were held throughout the country under the .Joint au.spices 
of the Zionist Districts and affiliated Zionist bodies, in commemoration of the 
anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, which, because of the passing of Justice 
Louis D. Brandeis and Menaohem U, Ussishkin were transf armed into joint Balfour­
Brandeis memorial meetings as well as into memorials to Ussishkin. 

The Districts are to be congratulated upon the splendid cooperation and 
the showing which they made in relation to the planning and programming of these 
:Bra.ndeis-J3alfour meetings. ~he rallies were marked by large attendances and 
received a very fine press. 

In connection with the report of the Speakers' :Sureau, I want to caution 
District leaders on two scores, In the first place, I want to emphasize that 
you ought to give your national office ample time within which to secure a speaker 
for you. If you sehedule your meetings regularly far in advance, and we have 
three or four weeks to secure a speaker for you, we can save a lot of expense by 
making it unnecessary to use long-distance telephone and telegrams in order to 
get your speal~ers. It is an economic question, no less than a question of wear 
and tear upon our human resources at the national office. 

I should also like to suggest that Districts make use of speakers other 
than our top-flight 1 eaders of whom we have only a handful and whom we can I t 
send to every district in the country. ~here are a large number of caPSble men, 
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able speakers, rrith splendid Zionist and Jewish backgrounds• who can serve our 
Districts equally as uell, and they ought to be utilized. We ought not to assume 
that ne cannot have a meeting unless ,-;e have top billing. 

I should like to report for our Publicity Department that was organized 
only a yea:r ~o that the volume of items of Palestine and z.o.J.. activities r&-­
leased to the Anglo-Jewish press and the Yiddish dailies, as well as to the general 
press of the country, has increased considerably. It is estimated that in the 
past three months, a total of over 900 columns were devoted to z. O . .L press 
releases, On the occasion of the 24th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, 
special publicity material and articles uere prepared and released. A. number of 
angl~Je\1ish papers used our material for special Balfour supplements. The material 
released included texts of addresses by United States Senators delivered at various 
rallies throughout the country, and at our suggestion the address of Senator 
James J. Davis was entered in the Congressional Record. A large amount of material 
\7a8 l ikeuise prepa:red and released on Brandeis, Special Ohanukah material has been 
~repa:red and distributed to the Districts in connection with the ~randeis Memorial 
Membership campaign. 

This month marks the fiftieth anniversary of the death of Leo Pdnsker. 
ffe l:ave accordingly suggested that our Districts observe this anniversary as part 
of their Chanukah programs, and for this your Publicity Department has likewise 
prepared co rs ideral,l e material. For the period of the Brandeis memorial m8Ilbership 
campaign, districts are also receiving a bulletin containing authentic information 
on all aspects of Je,li.sh life in Palestine, not usually found in the press. 

Two important events should be reoorded at this time. Our Department of 
Publicity and Public Relations a:rranged for two outstanding press conferences since 
the last meeting of the .Administrative Council. On October 26th a press conference 
ua.s held in Neu York with representatives of the Yiddish aa11ies, the anglo-Jeuish 
press and news agencies. This conference uas attended and participated in by 
almost sixty Jeuish ,·ll"iters, On December 2nd ,;re had a press conference in TTashing­
ton1 to \7hich were invited non-Jewish newspapermen, Washington correspondents of 
the leading .American dailies, representatives of the great press services, out­
standing columnists, feature witers and national radio commentators. ~his press 
conference ,1as considered of sufficient north to elicit the attendance of the u.s. 
Presidentls Director of Public Relations~ his seeretary, Stephen Early. 

Our Publicity Department is no~ engaged in the preparation of an eight­
page illustrated pamphlet directly connect&d with the l3rande1s memorial membership 
campaign, It should be in the hands of the Districts uithin a fortnight• 

In general, it is fair to say that the scope of the publicity and public 
relations uork is being enlarged in keeping Tiith the need to promote a thorough, 
comprehensive and continuing campaign of public enlightenment and education in 
behalf! of the Zionist cause, 

? turn nou to a report of our membership. .As of November 301 1941 ilhen 
\78 closed our books for the month, the number of members enrolled (inoluding 
renewal.a) for the tuo months since October 1, 1941, totaled 61 875. !nl1s compared 
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with 51 627 for the same period a year ago - a gain of 1,258. I should say that on 
November 1st, a month previous, ue were approximately 1 1 900 ahead of the comparable 
period of a yea:r ago. From November 1st to November ~h our gain dropped from 
1,900 to 1,258. As of December loth our membership totalled 81 664 which uhen 
compared with that of December 10th of last year, shows an increase of only 903. 

While our records show an increase in re-enrollment of old members, and 
the enlistment of new ones, I think the trend is important. ~he drop in our tains 
from 1,900 to 1 1 258 is significant• ihe gains recorded in the first month of the 
current yea:r are slipping away. I am disturbed by that. I think you want me to 
tell you frankly and honestly uhat I feel about the situation. Last year uhen we 
had the highest membership in a decade, with 46,013 membersr we found thst 9 1 000 
members oft~~ previous year had failed to re-enroll, which means of course, that 
to achieve the increase over the previous year, we had to enroll a substantial 
number of ne\7 members. ~he yea:r p:receding that r,e lost 14,000 members of the 
previous year. Last year we took a loss of tvrenty percent. And the preceding 
yea:r ue took a loss of thirty-tuo percent. 

It is a sad reflection upon the Z.O,A. if we cannot retain within our 
ranks those r1hom we have once registered and enrolletl. and if eaeh year a membership 
campaign must consume most of our efforts simply in re-registration of those who 
ought automatically to send in their dues for the current year. We lessen and 
diminish by so much our available resources needed for seeking out and registering 
Jews who have never before been affiliated with us. l think a.1stricts should give 
this matter their careful study, I consider it more important to maintain our , 
membership of the preceding yea:r than even to enroll new members, and we ought not 
to be satisfied merely with a nominal increase m.thout analyzing how that increame 
is achieved. 

We have launched for the period of December and January a Brandeis mem-. 
orial membership campaign. \1e have to enroll all of our members of last yea:r 
and ne can't wait until a week or month before the convention to do it, and we 
cant t uait until later in the spring when the U.J.J.. campaigns are under r103. Now 
is the time to organize our membership activities in our various districts, and 
they should not be limited to the registration of $5.00 members exclusively. 

We established last yea:r, for the first time, a category of members that 
were in a higher bracket, the President's Chapter Membership of $25.00. We had. 
472 such members last yea:r. As of December 10th this year, we have only 35. J. year 
'ilg4S on December 10th we had 123. \Vhat I said about re-enrollment of regular 

members applies even more so to this category of membership, tha'~h which is 
provided larger income for the organization. 

I want to emphasize again the importance of districts organizing the► 
selves immediately for larger membership enrollment this year, and to bear in mind 
that there ought to be a substantial portion, at lea.st 10 to 15 percent of the 
total membership of a:ny district, in the $25.00 category. 

I turn now to the financial report of the organization. The figure \7h1ch 
concerns me the most and which loans the largest in the financial report, is the 
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final figure. We have today a deficit of $84,000. A.t the time of the convention 
our deficit was t5e,ooo. Within a month after that, the deficit had risen to 
some $70,000. I understand1 of course, that we have gone through the lean income 
months of the year, and that we have a right to anticipate that as the membership 
activities get into f'u.11 swing and the revenues from that source increase that 
this figure nay be pared 4omi. We are operating within the budget. We are not 
exceeding our budgetary allowances for expenditure. Our income was approximately 
$3,000 more than the budget anticipated. o.ir expenses were likewise about $3,000 
more. lhring that period we had an income of $8,700 on account of the amounts 
contributed and pledged at the convention towards liquidation of the deficit. 

The deficit total includes $25,000 owed to a bank, to which I gave my 
solemn assurance that in February there would be at least a $10,000 payment. In­
cluded in the deficit is a mounting bill to a number of printere9 There are 
debts outstanding for some time to generous Zionist leaders who have come to our 
rescue in the past with loans to help us tide over equally distressing periods. 
The President has appointed Mr. E. I. Kaufmann and Rabbi Isadore Breslau as 
chainnan and co-ab.airman, respectively of a comnittee on Revenue and Finance. 
These gentlemen mean to make a determined effort to raise funds for the reduction 
of our indebtedness. 

I should like to point out something which our President stressed last 
night at a meeting of the Executive Committee. Our current income from all 
sou.roes is a first lien upcn our accumulated obligations, a direct charge upon 
them. If ~e were to quit operations today, all income would be devoted to the 
discharge of these accumulated obligations. Therefore, it is perfectly proper 
to say that all the money that we get in from various sources should be devoted 
to the liquidation of the deficit, and that our committee on Finance and Revenue, 
when it goes out to the country to meet with districts and Zionist leaders. is 
not asking for funds for liquidation of the deficit, bit for new funds to pro­
vide the wherewithal to carry on the functions and operations of the m tional 
organization, its districts and regions, in a manner in which you want these 
functions to be maintained. 

When the call comes to your region, to your districts, from Mr, 
Xaufmsnn and Bab bi Breelau, we expect that you. wi 11 respond promptly and gen­
erously. We cannot afford any- delay. Ape.rt from the financial obligations which 
press upon us to be repaid, this deficit represents a tremendous l:nrden which 
shackles your administrative officials. TTe cannot plan programs, we cannot even 
discuss natters which demand our earnest attention, Nothing in my experience 
has taught me how to spend money in anticipation of prospective revenues. We 
cannot discuss a broad program of propaganda and political activities until we 
have fund.a available. That is the responsibility of our districts and of ou.r 
regions, 

Now to another item in my report, I came into office simultaneously 
,11th the adoption by the J\,dministrative Council of a plan of regional ~eorgani­
zation. The .Administrative Council three months ago acted under the terms of 
reference decided upon by the Cincinnati Convention. The two principal feat.ires 
of that plan, are these; the retention by the national organization of the so­
called regional re:f\lnd; and secondly, the provision for the establishment of a 
national Zionist Organization field service. ~th of these provisions represen-
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ted substantial changes from our accustomed administrative habits and p~ocedurea, 
I fully realize that it will require time - perhaps a year or even two- until 
the whole program of regional field service can be fully implemented. There are 
too many human factors involved. I never for a moment forget that ours is a 
voluntary organization, based in the final analysis upon good will, cooperation 
and collaboration. 

I am also aware of the fact that we have been discussing regional re­
organization for at least five years. We have talked and debated, and finally 
it seemed wise for the .Administrative Council to bring this discussion and de­
bate to a close and to authorize us to embark upon a program of action. In the 
light of the fact that we could not implement the program in one fell swoop, 
Rabbi Breslau and I conferred before I c rune into office, and we sent out a letter 
to all the regions and districts advising them that for the time being we would 
preserve the status quo, and would not take away the regional dollar until we 
were prepared to give value received for that dollar, that is, to provide new 
administrative machinery in the way of a new field service, and we have adhered 
to that, 

'rhere was another factor involved. There was only the disorganization 
of our regional set-up, and not only the lack of national discipline and respon­
sibility, but there was great chaos and confusion in our administrative proce­
dure. Some districts would send $5,00 to the national office, while some would 
send $5.00 to the regional office. While some districts remitted $4.00, others 
would send $3,00 and some $2.50, and expect on top of that, aibventiona and sub­
sidies. There was no regular procedure, there was no definition of relationship 
between districts and national office, nor even between districts and regions. 

In the light of these facts, I am convinced more than ever that the 
reorganization of our administrative procedure and the establishment of a sense 
of reST?onsibility and national discipline is essential if we are to continue 
our functions. That situation as it exists now is most disappointing. 

Mr. Shatzer reported that there are at least 40 districts, among them 
some of the most substantial ones in the country, which are·-nat affiliated with 
regions and that these districts have been retaining $2,00 and $2.50 per member, 
remitting to the national organization only $3.00 or $2.50. 

The speaker declared that the seriousness of such action cannot be too 
strongly emphasized. These districts expect us to get along with $3.00. Deduct 
the cost of the New Palestine and the shekel fee, only $1.50 remains for us to 
operate, to service 46,000 members and at the same time embark upon an extended 
program of membership, youth and adult education - public relations, etc., .1 
district with maybe 2,000 members says 11we need more than you do, we need $2.00". 
Some districts charge $6.00, not $5.00,and keep $3.00. 

Mr. Shatzer then read excerpts from letters received from various Dis­
tricts, indicating their refusal to abide by the program approved by the .Admin­
istrative Council. He deplored this lack of discipline and responsibility, 
especially in this hour of grave crisis. On the other hand, he praised the 
attitude of the leaders of the Southeastern Zionist Begion with whom he recently 
conferred and who unanimously decided that as disciplined Zionists they accept 
the decision of the national organization. 
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Mr. Shetzer concluded his report with a plea to the districts to support 
the national program with all of their resources, 

The Chairman stated that Mr, Ralph :Sass, in behalf of the New England 
Zionist Region, mll p:ropose for a reconsidera.t1.on of the plan for regional re­
organizationo Ho\7ever~ inasmuch as the .A.dminisi;rative Council has already taken 
action in regard. to this plant it cannot under parl iamenta:r.y p:::oo· .... '>d:11re be taken 
up again except for general discmssion on the basis of the repor·t of the Exer,utive 
Director, unless a motion is marle for reconside1·ation by someone mo voted in 
favor of the plan at the last sesslon" 

•ou~ver, if a motion is maie for reconsideretion, the whole subject is 
open for discussion including any plans which you want to present. 

Mr. Spiro voiced the opinion that to maintain discipline good YTill ie 
needed. 

In response to a question by Mr. Spicehandler regarding the bud.get, 
Mr. Levavy, Comptroller, stated that the budget, with the exception of three items 
uhich r1ere sent back to the Budget Committee for reconsi.derat !.on was accepted by 
the Executive, ':Chose items we:re the allocai;ioTls for The New 'Palestine; Dos 
Yiddishe Folk, and the Hebrew subsidiee, The Budget Oommittee•s report on these 
items is ready for submission to the Executive. 

Replying to a further inquiry by Mr. Spicehandler on the relationship 
of the z. Ofl.A. to the Emergency Committee, Rabbi Heller sai.i:. that this matter vras 
the subject of discussion at two meetin~ of the Executive Commit-tee. Various 
efforts are now under uay to bring about a closer coordination between these two 
bodies. 

Mr, Ralph Eass asked that the parliamentary rule requiring that a motion 
for reconsideration be made by one ,1ho originally voted in favor be waived in his 
case, in view of the fa t thn.t he was inadvertently not invited to the last 
meeting of the .Administrative Council at r,hich the plan vtas adopted. He reported 
that the overwhelming majority of the New England delegation he represents is 
anxious to have the motion for reconsideration discussed, 

Rabbi Heller pointed out thn.t not only is a motion required to reconside; 
but the body has to adopt the motion to reconsider before the dia~sion can be 
reopened, 

Mr, Marcus .Abromson voiced criticism of the fact that the report of the 
Executive Director omitted mention of a change in the organizational set-up of 
the nationo.1 office, in that of the office of Membership Director was abolished. 
He was of the opinion that the Administrative Council should be given an opportuni­
ty to have its ea_y about it 

He referred to a telegram that was forwarded to the President of the 
Z.O.A. by 34 District Ohainnen and 3 Regional Presidents- in Greater Ne~ York area, 
asking that Mr. Morris Margulies be assigned to that area, Mr. Abrahamson as­
serted that this request was not given proper consideration. 
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"Rabbi Hellar said that the question should be directed to the Exe utive 
Oornrni ttee, 

Judge Levinthal stated that under the cons ti tut ion of the z. o . .A. the 
question of hiring o~ discharging officials lies solely within the jurisdietion 
of the Exeoutive eonmittee_ In accordance with that provision of the constitution, 
the Executive Corrmittee appointed a committee, a.nd that committee acted. 

In regard to the telegram mentioned, Judge Levinthal said that a su~ 
stantial minority of the Zionist leaders in the districts and regions of New 
York did not join in the request and it was no recommendation and the recommen,.­
dation of the majority of the Committee appointed by the Executive Comnitte, tha..t 
in view of the fact that there was no:una.nimity of this question, that it would 
be unwise to have Mr, Margulies assigned to a section in which he could not count 
on the unanimous and enthusiastic support of Zionist leadership. We need unity 
now, and not more division. 

Mr. Frisch expressed the opinion that some way should be found of 
placating those dissatisfied uith the decision of a few weeks ago by applyi~ 
the measure embodied in Plan .A. with a little more consideration toward the local 
leadership in the various regions. He suggested that those regions and districts 
uho \?Ould have pref erred l'lun :B moke such recommendations that while they would 
not eall for a reconsideration of the plan rrould elicit the good Trl.11 of all 
members present to oooperate uith them. 

Mr. Friseh then dwelt upon the membership question, particularly, 
Chapter membership. lie maintained that a decision on this matter is imperative 
in the interest of the organization and the movemento He expressed confidence 
that a. few thousand men eould be enlisted as chapter membership at $25.00. '.But 
as a. stimulus to districts to participate in sueh an effort. He proposed that 
of the $25. collected for chapter manbership, the amount of $6 be retained by 
the districts, 

He reported that ru3 fo.r as the Indianapolis District is concerned, it 
has already re-enJ-olled 1~ of its chapter members of last year - more than a:ny 
other city of its size, 

Mr. Frisch also proposed that districts be allowed to retain locally 
$1.oo nnd remit $4.00 for each regular member, and that no membership ca.rds be 
issued unless $4.00 (instead of $5) is received by the national office. 

Mr. Frischls motion was seconded. 

The Chainnan explained that the motion consisting of two parts .. first• 
that of the $35 membership for the President ta Chn.pter, the national. office shall 
refur.4 .$5.00 to the district securing the membership; secondly, that of each 
$5.00 regular dues the district remit $4.00 to the national office, retaining 
$1,00, 

Mr. Dewey Stone stated that v/8 have always had a $25 sustaining mem­
bership. 
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Mr, Spiegler proposed an amendment that membership cards for enrolled 
members be sent to the districts which in turn should send tho eards, after they 
are countersi~ned by the president of the district to the members, Su.oh a procedure 
would contribute to the establishment of a. closer eontact between the local district 
and the members• 

Mr. Moses :Rubinson proposed an amendment that of each $8,00 collected 
for joint membership, districts retain fl.so. 

Mi-, Frisch said that he would accept such 8:lllcndcent. 

The Chairman made cl ear that in so far as it ar,pl ies to Chapter member­
ship, the motion provides that the refund of $5.oo of each $25 goes to districts 
and not to re~ions. 

Mr. Samuel Rothstein suggested that we should not merely B8¥ $25, but 
$25 or more. The amount of refund should be $5 even on each $50 or $100 collected. 

The Chairman then called on a vote on the motion, That of each $5, 00 
regular membership, districts remit $4.00 and in case of joint membership, $)..so,. 
to the national office, 

The motion was ClRRIEI,, 

Rabbi Hellerr The second motion is that of Mr, Spiegler, namely, that 
henceforth oenbership cards shall be forwarded to the districts from the nationol 
office to be countersigned in the districts and then distributed to members. 

The motion c.AimDilD. 

The third notion (that o£ Mr. Jrisch) to the effect that dues of $25 or 
more under the Fresidentta Ohnpter or under arry other arrongement uhere by the 
ar.iount of ~5 or over 1s collected, that it be sent to the national office, and 
that $5. 00 of the ar.iount shall be returned to the district froc which that con­
tribution oomo. 

Mr. Shetzer made clt.ar that it is not intended that this $5.00 out of the 
$25 bo a. subsidy or subvention. It is intended primarily as an incentive to the 
district to go out and do some ~ork to raise $25 nrobersh1pe. Last yoar nost of 
them uere obtained by Mr. Xa.ufr.iann through personal oorrespondonca, We nov ii'allt 
to tronsfer sor.ie ot that work to the district, J'or that reason it should bo 
understood that the $5.00 is for the cllstriot only. 

Ba.bbl Hollora It is eo licited in this cotion. 

Mr,Srhiolder felt that without proper promotion by the regions the offort 
for Prosidont 1s Ohaptor will in sa:io localities, not meot ~1th succos~. 

Tho notion on Prosidentts Ohapter □Er.lberahips refund vas uno.ninouely 
corriod. 
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Before proceeding with the future business, the Chairman appointed a 

c:ormnittee c.onsisting of Robert Szold, Chairman, Ezra Shapiro, Rabbi Breslau and 

Judge Rosenblatt to draw up a message to the President. 

Mr.sohanier asked that he be recorded in the affinnative on the last 

three notions so that in the future, he can move to reconsider some of the~. He 

bel~es that the regions have not received adequate consideration in the adoption 

of these mot ions. 

Mr. Bass moved that the ma.tt·P.r of New England and other regions which 

have problems in the retaining of dues be committed to the Bidget and ffice Com-

mittee for c.oneideration. 

Rabbi Heller explained that the plan A that was 'J8Seed at the meeting 

of the Administrative Council at ~aehington had tuo chief provisions. One, that 

the dues shall henceforth, nor· with the exception of $1.00 retained by the dis-,. 

tricts, be remitted to the office in T1ashington, and that all the regional set­

up shall be both financed from that sum and administered also from the central 

office; that they shall appoint the regional directors, of course: in consulta­

tion mth the districts. It vronld be perfectly proper and :parliamentary, in the 

case of regions that are dissatisfied with this arrangment, for the President to 

be authorized - uhich he is by virtue of his office - to oonsult n.ith those reg­

ions to try to placate them, to listen to complaints that they may ~ieh to make. 

:But if the motion is intended to reverse the decision that was made, then it is 

out of order. 

Hr. Base then pro'f:'.)osed that this problem of regions be referred to 

the President 1th dieoretionery pouers to deal ,ith Ne~ England and other reg-

ions. 

Those participating in the ensuing discussion on Regional problems 

were: Mr. Rothstein, Mr. Goldman, Ur. lhdavsky, Ur. Rachlin, !r. Hof:fmall, 

Jr. fwiro and Rabbi Charry. 

Mr. Bu.davsky then raised the question of the retirement of Hr. Mar -

lies, reading a letter on the subject from Dr. Tiise to J'udge Levinthal. 

J'U.dge Levinthal deplored the fact that b:. Rudavs.cy did not also have 

the copy of his (Jude Levinthal1s) reply to Dr. jise on all points raised. 

Rabbi Heller reiterated that matters of employment or cessation of 

employment are ithin the jurisdiction of the Executive Committee and not of the 

Administrative Oouncil. He therefore characterized the reading of a letter 

bearing upon the procedure of the Exec,.itive Board to a meeting of the .A.dministra-

tive Council as extremely inaP!Jropriate. 

Mr. Halbert asked that Atlantic Oity where they have increased its 

membership from 30 to 1,000 without the help of a region be pennitted to retain 

$2.oo._ 
He made a motion that any district rrhoee membership exceed.a 1,000, 

shall be treated the same as e. region and be allowed a $2.00 refund. He stressed 

that the $2.00 retained every year is given to Zionist appeals and that is the 
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reason for the splendid record of his district 9 

Rabbi Heller said that he cannot acr.e~t tr.at as a motion, but he Tiill 
submit it in the form of a suggestion to t h e '.l,J7.~t!Ut:..Y'3 ~irector and to the offi­
cers in regard to districts which are not included in BEig:..ona. 

Mr, El\hu Stone appealed to the administration that for the sake of 
good will bet,·rnen now and the next meeting they giv6 consideration to diasatis­
factionpreva.fung in some regions over the pla.~ adopted-

Rabb~. Rosenthal announced his intention to present a resolution en 
Mr. Margulies, when the chairman ruled him out of order on the ground that under 
the Constitution of the Z,O.A.. the question of officials belongs only to the 
jurisdiction of the Executive Committee, Rabbi Rosenthal insisted that the 
Administrative Council be given an opportunity to discuss and pass ita judgeMent 
u~on the action of the Executive Committee in the matter of Mr. Margulies. He 
then read his resolution, voicing regret at the action of the Executive. 

Mr. Shapiro maintained that the resolution is in order, since it in­
volves a statement of opinion on an action of the Executive Committee. 

Mr, Szold disagreed with this view, stating that the constitutional 
provision with reference to employees was adopted after the Administrative Coun­
cil had taken on a long discussion with reference to personnel, and the consti­
tutional provision was designed to remove from this large body discussions of 
such quest ions. 

Mr. Guzik shared the opinion of Mr. Szold, while Mr, Schanzer maintained 
that the Administrative Council cannot be deprived of its right to voice its 
opinion on action of the Executive. 

Judge Levinthal eaid that what Mr, Schanzer says is true as to the rec­
ommendation with regard to prospective action or resolutions. This body could 
certainly have adopted a recommendation to be submitted to the Executive Commit­
tee prior to the taking of action by the Executive Committee. The Executive 
and .A.aministrative Council m~ exercise concurrently certain powers, Now the 
powers that are given in Section 11 of the Constitution are those which may be 
exercised ooncurrently by the Executive and the Administrative Council, In any 
question of conflict between the Administrative Council and the Executive Commit­
tee, the Administrative Council is the superior body. Section 13 expressly pro­
vides that the Executive shall have the -power to engage, discharge and fix com­
pensation of all administrative officers and employees of the organization. 

Reviewing the events concerning the retirement of Mr. Margulies, Judge 
Levinthal revealed that he offered him a region outside of Ne~ York, subject to 
the approval of the Zionist leaders in that region, but that he refused that 
offer~ .A.nd then we proceeded to treat him very fairly by giving him one year's 
several) ce compenaat ion. 

]°'Oj.lo, ing further discussion, in which Judge ~o5Emblatt, Judge Reit, 
Mro A"'Jrahamson, MrQ Rudavsky, Mr. ,:rudf3nfreund, Mr .. Sh&p~ro ani Eabbi Miller par­
ticipated, the following motion was put to a vo+.,e: 
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It is the opinion of the .Administrative Council 
that as a body it has the right to express an 
opinion on an action specifically delegated to 
the powers of the Executive Committee upon which 
it has already taken action. 

Motion O.a\RR!JE. 

Judge Reit then moved that the resolution of Rabbi Rosenthal censuring 
the action of the Executive in the matter of Mr. Margulies be tabled. 

Motion CARRIED. 

Mr. Shapiro stated he desired to record his vote on this subject. He 
said that he feels personally very badly about this situation. He urged at the 
last convention, even before the war, a real ru.spension of the hostilities that 
existed at that convention. There ie no need for exclusion of persons in Zionist 
work today. Unless a person is unqualified. incompetent and unfit to continue in 
the eervice, there is no reason for mu.ch of this action that we have taken. 

Rabbi Heller asked for the privilege of a statement and requested 
Judge Levinthal to take the (lhair. He aaid that there were a great many things 
at the last convention which were said in the heat of disrussion. To assume when 
matters are discussed in the Administrative Council or to assume on the floor of 
the convent ion, that every action that is taken by people with whom you don't 
agree, is an action which is vindictive, which is taken for personal reasons, 
which has nothing to do with the welfare of the organization, which is without 
the consideration for the specific situation that exists, is an assumption con­
trary to the facts, and it 1s a type of assumption which is going to continue to 
sow discord in the deliberations of the Zionist Organization. 

Rabbi Heller emphatically denied that members of the Executive Commit­
tee who voted by a very considerable majority to take this action, were animated 
only by the desire to purge Mr. Margulies out of the organization, and that there 
wasn't in their minds something that had to do with the welfare of the organiza­
tion. It ie not a fact that there is a certain group that is trying to drive 
other people out of the organization. 

Mr. Szold then presented the resolution prepared by the committee, 
addressed to the President of the United States: 

PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
WHITE HOUSE 
~.A.SHI.GTON, D. C. 

MR. PRESIDENT : 

THE N.1TI01U.L ADHI.( ISTRATIVE COUNCIL OF THE ZIC n'.ST ORGA.ifIZA­
TIOH OF AMERICJ., IN SPECIJ.L SESSION AS~LED, TENDIRS TO YOU, 
AS THE I,EJ\DER OF OUR UNITED AMERIO.AN Nil'ION, IN THIS HOUR OF 
CRISIS, THE UNLIMITED DEVOTIO~, SUPPORT AND FEALTY OF THE HUN­
DREDS OF THOUSANDS OF 1-lEN .A.ND WOMEN ENroLLED IN TIDJ ZIONIST 
MOVEMDTT. 
FROM THIS DAY FORTH, THE TRIUMPH OF THE .AMERICAN CAUSE BECOMES 
OUR P.AB.U[)UNT AIM AND PURPOSE TO WHICH WE CONSECRATE OUR EV:'mY 
THOUGB!l', DEED .AND UFO~ UNTIL VI C'l:ORY IS WON. 

JUDGE U,UIS E. LEVINTlUL,PRES. z.o.A. 
DR, JJUdES G, HELLER, CHA.IRMAN, AD,COUN'81L 

.Approved by a rising vote. 
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The meeting adjourned at 1:40 P.M. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

The Chairman called upon Mr, Emanuel Neumann to present hie report on 
the activities of the Emergency Committee for Zionist .Affairs. 

Mr. Neumann referred briefly to the efforts which are being ma.de by the 
Emergency Committee to effectuate, if possible, a united front among .American 
Jews, primarily with regard to Palestine, but also with regard to other Jewish 
problems, 

Since Dr. Weizmann made his statement in London with regard to the 
failure, for the time being, of the negotiations between him and the British 
Government on the subject of the Jewish military force, that question became a 
very pressing one and of high importance to us also in this country. Since last 
week a great deal has happened, .America is at war and our tactics may have to 
be changed. Nevertheless, we undertook a rather intensive campaign of publi city 
and propaganda and also made certain efforts, through political channels, for 
the purpose of getting support in this country for the recognition of a Jewish 
military force. J.nd I nru.st say that our activities did seem to be producing an 
impression, 

You all read in the New Palestine of the press conference in Washington 
at which Judge Levinthal spoke. Many important correspondents and journalists 
were there. We had the feeling that we were being understood. The same thing 
happened in other places. A great many art icles were printed in the general 
press. At the same time parallel action was being undertaken by a group with 
which we were not connected and over whom we had no jurisdiction or control, the 
Committee for a Jewish army, organized on the initiative of Revisionists. Various 
steps were taken by that cormnittee, steps which in effect would conflict with 
any efforts by the official Zionist bodies. There was and is considerable pos­
sibility and danger of conflict between them and us. I must say that they have 
carried on t his propaganda with considerable energy and zeal, They had a meet­
ing in Washington just t uo deye after our press conference, to whic.h Secretary 
Stimson addressed a telegraphic message of encouragement. At the same time, 
steps were talren in Congress. One Congressman - Somers - introduced a resolution 
or a bill in the lower House, requiring the granting of lend-lease material for 
the Jewish army, That resolution was referred to the Committee on Foreign .Affairs 
of the House and it rests there. A few d~s later, after the proclamation of 
war, Hamilton Fish, one of the leading Isolationists in the House, made a speech 
on the same subject in the lower House. So did Congressman Dingell. Obviously 
such activities could be extremely harmful, if they are not related and coordina­
ted, and the question has been weighed by the ]lnergency Committee of what atti-
tude to assume toward such independent activities crop~ing up in various places, 
particularly t h is Jewish Army Cormnittee. On the one hand ue realize that some 'y 
of the elements behind that Committee were not responsive to Zionist influence ✓\ 
and discipline, On the other hand, , 10 had to weigh the danger and damage that 
could re~1lt from complete lacl~ of contact and coordination. This question is 
still engaging the attention of the Dnergency Committee, and the attempt has 
been made, and is being made to find a solution. 
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Recently a special official emissary went from this country to the Near 
East - a very important peroonality - to study the situation there. We may say 
that all that could be done, has been done to pre~re the ground, to make sure 
that full infonna.tion is given him, and that most sympathetic consideration is 
given to our needs and position. 

Members of the American Palestine Committee have also been articulate 
on behalf of our cause in various instances. I should like to refer more parti­
cularly to the recent addreeS3SW Senator Pepper at the Jewish National Fund Con­
ference I and by Senator Tunnell, likewise a member of the .American Palestine 
Committee, and of the Foreign Relations Cormnittee of the Senate, at the conven­
tion of the Mizrachi Organization's 30th anniversary. Senator Wagner issued a 
vigorous statement for the Jewish military force, just on the eve of the war. 
Naturally, all that we have done until now was only by way of preparation for tm 
real test which is to come. 

OU.r entry into the war makes our task more difficu.lt. The intense 
feeling of patriotism shared by us all results in a demand that all energy be de­
voted to America1s winning the war and there will be some impatience, for the 
time being, with~ activity that we may engage in. I think that is only a 
passing phase. In a very short time the outlines of the whole situation will 
anerge more clearly and our position will reveal itself to be the only one of 
all Jewish activities that has a direct relation to the war effort. 

A tremendous effort will be required by the Zionists throughout the 
country to overcome dangers and to make sure of at least Aroorican support, des­
~ite the point of view which is being constantly pressed by our antagonists. We 
have evidence that an effort is being im.de through British channels to influence 
.American opinion on Palestine, and we shall nave to meet it and counter it as 
we go along. That implies no inconsistency. Our war effort must go on, l:nt our 
own work and struggle must go on simltaneouely. 

The speaker then stressed the need of having all political activities 
conducted through the ~ergency Oommi ttee and doing away i th any separate end 
independent efforts in this direction. 

outlining a plan for future activities, Mr. Netimann said that, next 
year we will have the a:)th anniversary of America's official action \"Tith regard 
to the Balfour Declaration - the resolution of Oongrees,1922. If we are properly 
prepared for it, it can rew.lt in a reaffirmation by the United States of the 
resolution adopted then, \"Thich would undoubtedly be helpful to us. To accomplish 
that, we shall have to have not only intensive work in Washington, but through­
out the country. Until now the Zionists have not been responsive. If ~e are 
to mobilize our strength at a given moment, we have need of Zionists throughout 
the country who will regard that work as their immediate and primary responsi-

bility. 
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.And finally, again the request for cooperation and ~iecipline, It is 
a critical situation nhich exists now and whatever mey be the effect of coordi­
nation ia all other matters, in this field, in this vital realm, lack of coordi­
nation is fatal; and I would earnestly request that all Zionist groups hence­
forth think twice before visiting political figures in high position and that 
they call on the established committees and suthoritiee for guidance in such 
matters. 

Mr. Ben Gurion presented a comprehensive review of the political 
situation in relation to Palestine, as well as a detailed report on the all-out 
effort of the Yishuv. 

Moating adjourned at 5:45 P,M. 

~espectfu.lly submitted 

Simon Shatzer 
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STORY 
Issued by the Zionist Organization o erica) 
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Even as the Zionists of America were making preparations for the 

observance of his eighty-fifth birthda.Y, Justice touis D. Brnndois .depnrted from 

this earth. His passing marked not only the end of a life replete with a.ehiev.,. 
also 

men ts for mankind and with the enrichment of American 1 if e, but the completion 

of thirty-five years of uninterrupted service to the Zionist movement and to 

the furtherance of the Zionist ideal. Zionism was to him a creed of life which 

he translated in terms of decisive contributions and accomplishments. To the 

future hostorian will be entrusted the task of evaluating the true scope and 

significance of tho role which J'ustiotl Bra.ndeie plqed in the upbuilding of 

Palestine. 

The continuing interest which Justice Brandeis maintained in tho 

Zionist movement was unbroken even after he ascended the Supreme Court Bech. 

Throughout the years of his public career, 00th as a counsellor of national 

repute and as a member of the Supreme Court, Justice Brandeis maintained un­

interruptedly his interest in and association with the Zionist movement. Yor 

reaaons that are well lmown, Justice Brandeis for a number of years severed hi s 

contact with the Zionist Organization of .America. but never for a single 4q ,. : 

did he cease to evince his concern for the moveme~t as a whole. In July, 193B, 

with the beginning of the Jdm~nistration of Dr. SGle1ton Goldman, Justice ,:-~:~ • .J " 

Brandeis reestablisb_ed his contact with the Zionist Organ\zation of Jmerica. 

Closely bound to President Woodrow Wilson by ties of friendship and 

common political views 1 Justice l3rande1s was instrumental in winning over the 

.American President to the Zionist cause and :fu, subsequently played a vital rol e 

more 



__ in securing the issuance of the Balfour Declaration. In May, 1917, six 

months before the issuance of the Decl'ar.ation, its author, Mr. Arthur James 

Balfour, who headed a British mission to the United States, went to see Mr. 

Brandeis. They met three times and their conversations brought about a 

clarification of the views of .American Jewry in regard to the fonnula for 

Britain's forthcoming pledge for the establishment of a Jewish Homeland 

in Palestine, In the light of the present-day Zionist position, it is sig­

nificant to relate that Brand8is at that time expressed dissatisfaction with 

the phrase "National Home in Palestine" as being too general and as ~not say-
... 

ing too much," However, after further negotiations, the .American Government 

eventually deferred to the British position as to the wording of the Decla­

ration. 

Since his retirement from the Bench, not a single day passed that 

Justice Brandeis did not take an intimate and active interest in Zionism, in 

Palestine and the refugee problem and in the spiritual implications of the 

Jewish future. His door at his Washington r esi«ence was open virtually day 

and night, There was a beaten path to his door by 1 eaders of the z. O . .A. who 

leaned upon his advise and counsel and as crisis after crisis developed, he 

was always consul.tecl by the jmerican and World Zionist leadership. The 

encouragement and support he gave to the Goldman and Kaufmann administrations 

served to fortify American Zionists in their determination to make of the ., . ·: .• . :. 

z. O.A. a dignified and effective instrument for Zionist action. 

His amazing capacity for vork led him to take an intimate interest in 

the daily practical problems relating to the progress and expansion of the 

Zionist Organization of America, Giving voice to his faith and optimism, 

Justice Brandeis on numerous occasions expressed confidence ·that the Zionist 

Organization of America could become that instrument for Zionist action in 

.America and was wel 1 on the road to winning tha acti support of all Anerican 

-more-
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Je,1s. Up to the very last, at the time when Judge Louis E, Levinthal became 

President, he repeated his expression of confidence in the direction which the 

Z,O.A. Administration was taking in forging an .American organiza tion worthy 

of the nobility and the high purposes of the World Zionist movement. 

It is well known that since his appointment to the Supremo Court. Jus­

tice Brandeis never issued any public sta tements. 1Vhile ext ending advic e and 

assistance to those f.tDSought it, he never issued statements nor permitted 

himself to b e quoted, It was therefore an historic event when on May 1 8 . 1938• 

he authorized Dr, Solomon Goldman, the then President of t he Zionist Organi­

zation of .America ,, to issue in his behalf a four-point stat ement with r efer­

ence to the then existing emergency arising out of the publica tion of the 

wbite Paper. Questioning the legality of British action in r estricting immi­

gration into Palestine, the great jurist, through Dr. Goldman, stated: 

14 A l e gal obligation assumed by Great 13r1 t a i n is the bas is for 
Jewish construction enterprise in Palestine . Tha t legal rtg~t. 
sustained by humanitarian needs, cannot b e oblit er ated for 
private advantage. 

2. What does the v,orld propose to do with the Jews for uhoru exilo 
is enforced? Unless civilization has so revert ed to primitiv­
ism as to wish the destruction of homeless Jews, it must 
encourage the proved medium to solve in great measure the 
probl em of Jewish homelessness, 

3. The absorptive capacity is stated to be the crit erion by which 
Jewish entry into Palestine should be determined. Disinterested 
experts have proved that Palestine is equipped to absorb 100,000 
Jews a year. 

4,. On the b !l.sis of legal ri~t·t, which GraRt Britain with the sanc­
tion of the world established, and of the pressin human needs , 
Jews will continue to enter Pal estine, assured of t ho confident 
support of the Jewish people tha t they will build in Pal estine a 
1 and b eneficial to all its inhabitants. 

"Brandeis has enlisted in ~ionism not merely for the duration of the 

war, but for 1 if e. 11 Thus wrote the late Jacob de Haas on t he occasion of the 

?5th birthday of Justice Brandeis. This characterization epitomi zes the de­

votion of Justice Brandeis to the Zionist cause. 

-more-
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Tho attitude and philosophy of Justice Brandeis to the Zionist movement 

can best be gauged by what Justice :Brandeis himself •.;rote in 1915: 

Zionism seeks to ostabl1ehin Palestine for such Jews as choose 

to go and remain there, and for their descendants, a legally 

secured home, where they m0¥ live together and lead a Jewish life; 

where they may expect u1 timately to constitute a majority of the 

population, and may look forward to what we may call home rule. 

The establishment of the legally secured Jewish home is no longer 

a dream. For more than a generation brave pioneers have been 

building the foundations of our new-old home. It remains for us 

to build the super-structure. The ghetto walls are now falling. 

Jewish life cannot be preserved and developed• assimilation can­

not be averted, unless there be reestablished in the fatherland 

a a:enter from which the Jewish spirit may radiate and give to the 

Jev~ scattered throughout the world that inspiration which springs 
from the memories of a great past and the hope of a great future. 

The glorious past can reAlly live only if it becomes the mirror 

of a glorious future; and to this and the Jewish Home in Palestine 

is essentiru.. We Jews of prosperous America above all need its 

inspiration. 

Judge Louis E. Levinthal, as President of the z. O.A. l only last week issued 

a -proclrunation call.i.ng for the nationwide obs ervance of t he twenty-fourth anni­

versary of the Bru.four Declaration. At that time ther e was no intimation of 

the serious loss we were about to suffer. In view of the passing of Justic e 

:Brandeis, Judge Levinthru calls upon the country at large that the observance 

of :Balfour Day be marked by special .smphasis on tho association af Justice 

Brandeis with the Balfour Declaration and that the occasion b e utilized f or 

the holding of memorial rites in commemoration of the great role which Justice 

Brandeis pl ayed in .American Zionism. It is expected that all organiza tions par­

ticipating in the November 2nd observance will make plans for converting these 

eel ebrations into :Brandeis memorials. 



RESOLUTION SUGGESTl'.ID FOR ADOPTION 

AT PtrBLIC MEErINGS IN OBS~RVANCE OF THE 

TWENTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BALFOUR 

D,ECLARATION .. 

The Balfour Declaration, which was issued by the Government of Great 

Britain on November 2, 1917 and pledged its best endeavors to facilitate the 

re-establishment of the Jewish National Home in Palestine, represents the most 

statesmanlike attempt to solve the millenial problem of Jewish homelessness. 

The Declaration met with the warm concurrence of the Government and people 

of the United States and was embodied in the Palestine Mandate conferred upon 

Great Britain by the League of Nations. Under the gua,rantees which this 

Declaration and th t:: Palestine Mandate offered, the Jewish National Home has 

made impressiTe progress in very sphere, and since the ad.vent of Nazi per­

secution has absorbed a larger number of refugees than all other lands 

combined. 

It is clear, however, that the intent and purpose of the Balfour 

Declaration have not yet been carri d out, and on this occasion of the 

twenty-fourth anniversary of its promulgation, this meeting of American 

citizens, assembled in t1e City of ____________ on ________ _ 

1941, convinced that the establishment of the Jewish Commonwealth of Pales­

tine must be an integral part of a just. world order, looks forward to the 

complete fulfillment of the Declaration after the war, 



DSOLU!IOI QB OOOBDili!IOB 0111911st AC,:IVI!lliS 

!he Zionist Organisation of .&aerica, in OonTention ase•bled, 

recopi1•• the coapellina urceJ107 af oo-ordinatinc all Zionist actiritiea and 

atreng\heniq ~• lioniat Organisation of Merica aa an iutrwaent for the 

effectin and uited. action in ZioJliet a:tfa1ra1 and that it is to the beat 

interest• of the Zioniat aoTeaent and. would be in greater contora1t7 with 

d•ooratic proeled'are that no ••ber of the Zionist Organisation of Merica 

participate ae officer, director or member at the Eeren llq'e•o4, the Jewish 

•ation&l Jund, the United PaJ.eatine .Appeal, and the Jmergenc7 Oo1111ittee under 

cireu11atancea where the7 are neither designated nor approved bJ' the Zioniat 

Organisation of Merica and are not reeponeible to it for their official acts; 

it 1• 

Da:>LVEDa 

1. •o ••ber of the Zioni1t Organisatio of America ahall aerve aa an 

officer or ■ember of the Board of Director• or governing boq of the J:eren. 

Hqeeo4, \he Jeviah National J'und, or United Palestine Appeal, or aa a member 

of the Jlmergeno7 Coamittee, unle•e he ahall tiret have obtained the approval ff 

deaignation of the l:xe011t1Te OOlllllittee of the lloniet Orpnisation of .Alaerica; 

2. ~17 ... ber of the Zion1at Organisation of .Aaerica, who •hall \e 

appoin.ted or elec~ed u an officer or aember of the !oard of Director• or other 

goTerninc boq of~• Xeren Haye•od, the Jewish liational Jund, or th• United 

P&le1tine Appeal, or a1 a ■ember of the laergenc7 Co11111ttee ahall (a) be 

reaponaible to the .. ca.tiTe Co•ittee of the lioniet Organisation of .Aaerica 

for h1a official act• and (b) continue in such office or bod7 at the pleanre 

of 1uoh ••cu.tiTe CoDi'ttee. 

z. !hie resolution teaocratical.17 ad.opted after 7ear• of •21>•rlence, 

extended. d1•ov.•e1on and mature oon•ideration, 1• a aandate bil'ld1nc upon all 

,he aeabera of the lioniat Orcanisation of Merica. 

I 



t 

Ooordinatiop 

4. !he incoming keca.tiTe ia hereby directed: 

(a) !o cause appropriate representation of the Zioniet Organization of 

Jaerica to be assured on the goYerninc board.a of the J ewiah National hnd, the 

Keren Hqeeod. the United. Pal•stine Appeal and on the aemberahip of the 

•ergenc7 Oolllllitt••• 

(b) !o take all neceasa17 or desirable step• looking toward the 

proouraent of aaenuenta to the reapective Constitution• and lawa of the 

Xeren Bqeeod, Jewiah Bational J'u.nd, Unlie4 Palestine .!ppeal and the bergenc7 

Co111111ttee and to ~e adoption of such resolutions and to do an:r and all other 

thing• 4.e•e4 n.eceaea17 to accompliah the true intent an4 apirit of thi• 

reeolution. 

(o) !o convene a apecial ••••ion of ,he hecut1ve 0o-1ttee forthwith 

for the special purpose of c&rr7ing out theae reaolutiona. 

(d) !o have due reprd for the legitiaate intereata of M1srach1, 

the Labor Part7 and Ha4aaaali and the non-Zioniata in the Xeren luq-eeod, the 

Jeviah National J'und, the United Palestine Appeal and the hergenc7 Co1DJDittee, 

•• the cae• _,. be. 




