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AMERICAN EMEROE11CY COMMITTEE FOR ZIOUIST AFFAIBS 
Statement of Receipts and Disbursements 

Six months January--June 1943 .... _ ... _____________ _ 

:Bank Balance 1/1/ 43 
Cash on Hand 

INCOME 
Keren Hayesod 
Keren Kqemeth 
Contributions 

Refund on Travel Expenses of 
R. Lewin-ipstein 

Victory tax due to Revenue Dept. 

5083.90 
100.00 

18750,00 
18750.00 

30.00 

Less Exchange Palestine Defense Fund 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Recurrent 
Salaries 
Administrative 
Public Relations 

Public Relations Dept. 
Educational Material 
Travel & Entertainment 
Research 
Balfour ~ 1942 
Maps, Pictures, etc. 
Luncheon Meetings 
Lowdermilk Book 
American Palestine Committee 
PAMPHLETS 

Why a Jewish State 
Test of Fulfillment 
Zionism an Affirmation of 
Judaism 

Jews After the War 
Common Purpose of Civilized 

Br~!n Zionism 
Hanna :Book 
McDonald Reprint 
Jews of Jnrop e 
What Hope for the Jews 
Conflicts 

. 
Less Misc. books sold 

:Economic Dept. 
Rent 
Secretarial service 
Telephone 
Travel 
Expenses in connection with 

death of R. Lewin-lpstein 

Light 
Maintenance & Repairs 
Postage 
Rent 

6498.25 
9735,60 

133,62 
487 ,77 
20,00 
ro,oo 
96,88 

129.08 
10.00 

557,22 

775.58 
164,00 

296.11 
116,00 

. 
807,55 
375,00 

21,00 
55t20 

900,51 
33,33 

300,00 
3844.28 
136,80 

. 
10.00 
45•00 
43t67 
54.66 

395.53 

Stationery, Printing & Supplies 
Telegraph 
Telephone 
Administrative Travel Expenses 
Relief to Zionist Refugees 
Rented Equipment 
Mess~ger Service 
Ex;pressage 
Miao. Administrativo Expenses 
Palcor & J. T. A. 
Equipment Purchased 

TOTAL BECUBRDJT EXPEliSES 

5183.90 

37530.00 

1989.00 
___?85.74 
44985~64 

210.00 

16233.85 

1484.57 

3707.4.-3 

548,86 
. 

136.58 
126,91 

1059,31 
2259,98 
634,50 

1026,11 
1378,61 
1221,24 

435,00 
22,50 
27,40 
15,85 

182,45 
356.00 

s,oo 
30,862.21 
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-
Statement of Receipts and Disbursements 

Six mo~ths J~uary--Juno 1943 

TOTAL BECURBEtrr EXPENSES (brot. ford.) 30,862.21 

NON Re-ctJltl@iT EXPENS:BS 
American Jewish Conference 

. 
255.53 

Re~eption to M. Shertok 
Grant to Family of 

R. Lewin-ipstein 
Bermuda Conference 
Stop Hitler Bally 
Special appropriations 
Near Eastern Conference 
Christian Council 
Dinner to Gershunoff 

TOTAL Non-Recurrent Expensos 

1920,06 
• 

1000,00 
251,00 
244,00 

3000,00 
371,09 

2623.02 
126.10 

TOTAL EXPlllSES FOR SIX MOl~HS PEBIOD 

Balance 

9,790.80 

Note: This statement is not based on an aud.i t cd report. 

(cont) 

40$:653.01 

4,122.63 



CONFIDENTIAL 7;56 

MINUTES OF MEET ING 
.AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Thursday• January 7, 1943 

PRESENTt Judge LevintLal (presiding), Miss Benjamin, Mr. l3ubliok, Mrs.Epstein, 
Mr. furmansky, Mr. P. L. Geld.man, Dr. Celdstein, Mrs. Halprin, 
Mr, Itskowi tz. Mrs. Jacobs, Rabbi Kirshblum, Rabbi Knwalsky,Rabbi Lev
inthal, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Na±ditch, Mrs. Pool, Mr. Qµ.ittma.n, Judge Ro-Ben,.. 
blatt, Judge Rothenberg, Mrs, Schoolman, Ur. Segal, Mrs. Shapiro, 
Mr. and Mrs. Shulman, Ur. Szold• Mr. W8 rtheim. 

Dr. Goldmann, Miss Leibel, Mr. Lourie. 

1011fICAL OOMKI~t 

It was reported that in accordance with the proposal of the Emergency 
Committee, a sub-committee had met with Dr. Weizmann in regard to the appoint
ment of a small political committee to work with him and members of the 
Executive 0n political matters. The committee was to boa working c~mmitteer 
available '7henever Dr. Weizmann con.,-oned it for day to day work. Tho sub
committee had rep~rted back to the Office Committee reccmmending a small 
working body ,...f threo members of tho Emergency Cc,mmittoe (see minutes previcus
ly circulated). H~'70vor, the recommen~tion had not oeen accepted by the 
Offioe Oommittoe, bocauso tho par~ios had taken the positio~ that ~n such a 
sommittee, parties must be ropresontod. 

Judge nothonberg ro:portod Dr. Woizmann1s distress that tho Emergency 
Crmmittco had thus far made no decision in this matter. 

After a brief discussion it uas unanimously agreed that tho chairman of 
tho Emergency Cemmittco and the Chairman of the Offico committee be authorized 
to appoint a committee of fivo to act togothor vnth themselves as a political 
•~mmitteo with Dr. Woizmann. In making up tho composition ~f this committee 
consideration will be given to tho parties, but it is understood that members 
~f the ~ommittoe shall roprcsont the EmQrgoncy Oommittoe and be responsible to 
it, and that mombers of tho committeo shall n~t act as party reprosontativos. 

POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS: 

Dr, G~ldmann rop~rted that nogctiations m.th tho Stato Department uruld 
be begun about tho middle of January. The Undor-S0 crotary had appointed a 
represontativo to bo available fer preliminary discussions, but the final 
discussions uould be conducted by tho Undor-Scsretary himself. In vieu ~f 
this, tho Office Comclttoe had initiated discussion en tho pcst-uar pro~ram, 
based on a quosti~nhairo prepared by Mr. Neumann (proviously oirculatod). 
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Dr. Goldmann aummarited the discusaions of the Office Committees 

There bad been agreement on the following points, 

1. That discu.aaions be started with the United States government rather than 
with the British Government, because tho State Department had expressed a 
willingness to st~rt such discussions now. whereas the British Government had 
taken tho position th..~t they A.re not yet prepared to discuss postwl\J' problems. 
It is Dr. ttoizmannta opinion thBt mthin the next frm months in Englnnd the 
situation m.11 make it possible to open tr,l.ks there nnd ho plnns to return to 
England 1n the spring. 

2. The British Government,will b-e·kept fully informed by us of the impending 
conversations. 

3. We will also urge upon the State Dept~rtnent that in fiX1Y discussions th~t 
m~ take place with Arab representA.tives, Palestine be consiiierod apnrt frol!l 
the .Art\b countries Md vro shall infom th8tl that we do not recognize tho Arab 
~~ates as having any official status in considering the probla:i of Palestine. 

4e For All prn.cticnl purposes the term "C0t1r.1onwenlth" is identical ~1th "StBto"o 
We will a.sk for a. Jewish CODnonwealth with the sane kind of sovoreignty as will 
be given to all st~tes ~tar tho '1ar. 11Connont1eA-lth" hn.d been choson rnthor 
than "eta.ton becauso it bn.d core liberal and deoocratic oonnotations, but it 
implios the setting up of a Jeuish Stnte in Pnlostine as and ~hon there is R 
Jewish majority. 

On a number of other questions affecting the future of Pt\lvstino BS n Jewish 
Commonwoalth, various possibilitios hnd been discussod: 

1. A tio--ap with the British Comt.1on~oalth of Nations. 

2. A tie-up m.th a NeRr ER.St Fodern.tion miich need not bo idonticnl '71th An 

Arab Federation, alth~ugh it rney be; 

3. Pf\lostine to occupy a 1Jnique position of pemaneut neutrality intornn.tionn.lly 
guarantoed and protectod. 

The basis of the diaausai0n ~as what we l7ant n.nd not what wo might have to eccepto 
Those who took the position that a tio-up with the British Comonwoalth of 
Na.tions was the nost desirnble had argued that culturr.u.ly, econocica.ll¥ and 
socially Jewish P~lestine ua.s log1cnlly ~soci~ted nith the western ~orld; thRt 
it would be protectod by Great Britain a.nd thn.t if it could bo autononous '7ith1n 
that associRtion, as is Cnnada, it uould boa highly doeirBble arrang81:lent. 

Others preferred n tie-,tp with a Neru- East FoderBtion on the grounds that Jews 
should not lend ther.1selvos to a position in ~hich they cey be deonod to be going 
to Palestine BS reprosent~tivos of ]ritish Inporialisn, but in ardor to toke 
their rightful plnoe nr.iong the peoples of the Non.r Ea.st. Moroovor, in viow of 
the position of Jews in othor countries, it ~ight be unfortunBte if PRleetine 
wore part of a great "po~er-politicsd Er.ij_Jiro. 

Soae expressed a preferonce for (3): that the pon,nnent neutrnlity of Pn.lestine 
should be gu:u-anteed by all the nBtions of the world. 
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Another quostion discussod ~as: Uhn.t should bo tho nnture of jho trnnsitionnl 
rogino, until thero is aJouish nnjority? It mi.a generally ngrood thA.t the cain 
ain should be to shorten tho transitional pori0d as nuch as possible. We sh~uld 
transfer all those who are ablo and mlling to go, as fnst as possible with the 
assistance of tho United N~ti~ns. This is the ~ost inportant aspect of the 
illltlediate postvrar progrfU"J. It 1· ... possible thnt I\ oajori ty ct\n bo achioved in 
t~o or three ye:-..rs. Based on these n.ssuoptions there nre v~ious proposnl.s for 
the political set-up du.ring the trnnsi tion period. 

It is assumod that wh:\tever the sot-up thero should be Je~ish c0ntr0l of im:ii
gration A.nd colonization, since it is believed thnt no other ~uthority cAn 
successfully undertake to do it. 

1. Continunnco of status quo: Great Britain sh0uld ronro.n in power uith B 

clear directive to facilitate Jewish colonizati0n and intligr~tion as fnst as 
possible. 

!hose who took this position believe that Great BritBin will in fllly c~se rertn.in 
in Palestino and the doninn.nt power in the Ncn.r Md H1ddlo Ef\st. Therefore. tho 
only thing ~o c;:m do is to Rsk Great Britain to pursue a Zionist policy• 

2. ~ ne•tral country should bo nskerl. to BSsut1e the f\dninistrntion of raiestine: 
The United Nations should entrust R neutrnl country, with no COC'.JCitnents in the 
Near East, to afulinister Pnlostino until the Jews will ha.vo bocone ~ najority. 

3, Mixed Commission which will bo in charge of the adninistrntiona This 
possibility was deeced to be inA.dvisablo since such a nixod cor:uiission unuld 
involve a cmborsoce nnd cocplicated r.w.oinietrRtive nMhinory and difficulty 
in fixing responsibility, 

4. Jewish ProvieionA.l GovcrDJ:1ent: Such a.n n.rrnngenont noulrl. enornouely simplify 
matters, In any ovent, ue will der.iand tlk~t tho population of Pnlostine, both 
kabe nnd Jeus. should ir.Jr.iediately pnrticip~to in the govorncent. This will 
oducato tho local population Md give then n share in the routine A.(\ninietration 
froc the beginning. 

Dr. Gold.I:lannle report WA.s ~t\l'IJly receivod. It ua,s agreod that the full cinutes 
of the discussion uhich he simcari.zed bo sent to n.11 cecbers of the COCt'littee 
and thn.t n full ~eating be called to continue tho diecusai0ns nfter the Office 
Comoittoe shall have hAd further preliminary discussinns n.long sioiln.r linos. 

Mr. Neucann t\dded to Dr. Golclm.'l.Ilnl s roport tho folloi71n~ ;>0ints1 

1. It had been consi~erod aesirnble to proposo tn tho State Dopnrtoont thnt in 
dealing with tho .-\.rabs the indcpendonce of Pnleatino be considored a Quid pro 4'\10 
for vA.rious benefits nhich might bo givon to the .d.l"Bbs, along tho lines proposed 
by Dr. Uiebuhr. 

a, In connoction uith tho current discussions, lir. NeUI:ln.nn said that ho hnd net 
in 't7Rshington a mecber of the Xing-Crnne Cocoisaion (William Yl\le) uho is now 
making n study of ~l\lestine. Mr. Ya.le harl roprosented the minority opinion of 
the Kin©-Crane Cot:lr.lissions 
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Judge Rosenblatt cautioned th~t the nornont ir:1nigr~tion to Palestine starts, 
land 1;rices will sky••rocket. J. simiJ,pr situation ha.cl to be faced after the 
l~st war. They mcl n.l.ready risen gro~tly ns conpariJC1 with three yoars aeo. 
Wo r.iust be pre,areri to dena.n<l. that a v·ory heavy lnnd tru: be levied so as to 
keep land ~Jricos within tho possil:lilitios of purch~s8 by the Jl:J'F ahd by prbrnt3 
people coning to Palcstinee The prices as of Septenber lil939 sh,.,uld be 
consirlerod the norno 

It was suggested th--:i.t this matter be bo:rne in ninc1 in th.J rliscussi()n of the 
Office Cotnrlittee. 

JUOO-]J ROTHElrnERG 

It was unanir:lously agrood that Judgo Rothenberg bo invited to becono a rneober 
of the Office Conr,:iitteeo 

UNITED ~TIOlJS 

Tho question of the Jewish neopl0 ri.sking for inclusinn n.s nne of tho United 
Nations ,;:as referred back to the Office Cor1r1itteoe 

MR. MONSKY1S IlTVIT~TION 

Mr. Wortheiz:1 reported. the receipt of tho follo"""!inr; invitation frnn Mr. Monsk:ro 
"as 1---rea:t.dont of B'nai .Blrith, I have the hon0r to invite you to a prolir.1-

ina.ry conferonco to be held l\t th0 Willinm Penn Hntel 11 P1 ttsburgh, I)ennn."' 
beginning Snturcln.y oveninG, JEJl].ua.ry 23,1943, at 8 ~··oMo nnd continuing 
Sunday, Janu::u-y a4th. • 

.1merican Jewry, 1:1hich will be required, in l~rgo noasure, to l\ssune tho 
responsibility of r~;resentinh the interests of nur ~onple nt the Victory 
:tJea.ce Conforence, oust be re9,d.y to voice the judf_".ll.:c1nt of .unericrui Jeus 
along with that ~f the other Jewish communities 01 the free countries with 
res:?ect to tho r,ostwar s tt\tus of Jews And the upbuilning of n. Jowish l)Rlos
tino~ Every thoughtful Jew intorested in the present critical situation 
with which rie nre confronted, mur.t bo rrofoun~ly concornod with the dist~oss
ing conflicts which threaten to iT!l!)ede concerted acti0n. The pulj?oec of the 
conference is to brinG together the r~)resentatives of mnjor national Jewioh 
mombership orgro1.izations, in order that they Dey consider whnt stops should 
be ta.ken to bring ~bout some Agreement on the ptU"t of the ArnoricR11 J 6uish 
comr.iunity. 

Your organization is invitod to nesig,nate ono or m0re representa.tivosp not 
exceeding three, to attend this conference. If ~nu ~ill ndvise the office 
of B'nai Blrith, 1003 K St •• N.U., \1~shington, n.o., the nAmos n.nd a.d~resses 
of your representatives, we shall mllke all necessary ~rrt\?l~OOents for hotel 
a.ccor.unodntions. 

Will you be g0od enough to advise that office pronptly of your acceptance 
of this invit~tion.• 
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Mro "erthoim s~id he could not understand h0u r,uch nn invitnti0n could have 
been sent out by Mro Monsky ui th0ut consultP,tion ~i th the Er.lorgency Oonnittoo" 
Mr. Sof;A.l en.id he believ·en tho r:1a.t.t0r 0xtrer.10ly serious and fr;,,ur.;ht ui th <lnn.-~et·o 
He forosau that a sinil."U" situn.tion w0uL7. be crJ3.tacl as i'7hon tho Gcnornl Jo,;rieh 
Council hari. been forno6. 1i7i th tho intcnJ,ji.on of br:i.r.1. t-,.,.i::ir, tho issue of :Pnlostino 
bef()re tho t1assos of .i.:--:ierican Jewryo It had not~ ur,rkod out that wayo 

~ discussion followed on tho ~?rocoduro which had roaultecl in tho isaue of the 
invit:1tinns to the Conferancd by tho '.1: .. nr,i B: :r'lth ,i.t1d not by tho Zionist bodioso 
Strong cri ticisr.i rya.s e~:n: eased. of the failure of tn'1SO uho we:i. .. e auaro of tho 
planned gathering to keop tho CoDI'.litt0e inf'0rnod .:-

It was pointed 0ut in ro~)ly that the contacts -;· j_ th representatives nf tho BZnai 
B1rith had boen infornal and unofficial~ thn.t :i.t \7ns consir.orod ll'l't)ortn.nt thnt 
a neutral bony convene the conferenco so A.S to sook to insure tho at~ondMco nf 
all Je~ish 0rg~izations; M.d that ~hethcr the proceduro uns right or m-onr., 
we were faceri. with certain facts And it was recorn:1ondon that the noeting devote 
itself to a consineration of tho invitation. It uas ur~ed that tho Confcron0c 
proposed by Mr. Monslcy' roprosented a. step touard arranging l\ united confo:ceni:·o 
of 4lnerican J evry such as "':re had. con to~)ln. ted n.n<l Tta.s in 1 ino wi thhur p:~a 1.s :=-i nt_ 
progrnm, and. that ho\7over irregular the proccd11r'3 nn)r h..-ive beon 9 Zioni ... , ts hh :Yul<. 
welco□e the fact that Mr. Monsky ha.d t:ikon tho ini tin.tive in c0nvoning t-he 
preli□ ina.ry conference. 

The b0dies invited to attend the ?relininary conforonco were the oajor n~tinnn.l 
meobership nrganizations inclu~ing the .&:ierican Jewish Connitteo an~ tho National 
Labor Cornnittee. 

It uas Mr. Monsky' s prOJ?oeal that the delegatos to tho largo cnnforon~o be 
based on the follo~inG schone: 7f:f'/, locn.l reprosontntion tm~ 25% n~tional 
represontation. 

The Conference in Pittsburgh ~ould discuss only r:1othods and plane for the 
conveninr~ of the large conference n.nd -woulrl bind no one to A.ny :9rog.r,-,n 0n 

Palestine or generA.l. J 8 wish probloos. 

Discussi0n followed these explnnations: 

.llthough there vraa unn.ninCJ1.1s criticisn of the procedure Adoptod,r:iany e:.trH·or.~dO 
tho point of view that ue should coopora.te and that Zionists bo asked to a.t.tlm.d 
the Conference. 

Mr. Se{;al, in ~osition, wa.rnec\ of the cany dangors he could foroseo 1.n such a 
conference. He UBS convincec\ tha.t the ..aericrm Jeuieh Coonittoe nnd the Jeuish 
Labor Cor.u:ii ttee ,;;,ould attond the Conference anrl whilo so8I'ling to l\grSO to VP~ious 
proposA.ls for unity, would so oanoeuvr,o the situation as to force us into the 
position ~here they cnn coca to the ,ublic and say that it is the Zionists who 
are makinc united action iripossible; they nill tie our hands and parnly~e a.--rry 
possibility for action or a direct appeal to the Jewish m~ssos. 
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Mrs. Pool sail\ thr1.t ,;;re l'!J'Ust profit by our ciist~es. She believod thn.t tho 
Conforence mi,;ht be v.~lUA.ble, but de:,:,loren. the fa.ct that it \7as to be hold 
before the annual mooting nf tho ~ericM Jo~ish Connitteo. She noved th~t 
Ur. Monsky be asked t0 post~_)Orl) tho Conforenco in P1ttsburgh until after 
Jan~ary 31. 

Urs. Halprin ru:iended the notion, ":Thich re1onnnont uas n.ccor,tor\ b~r Mrs. Pool, 
as followsl The nA.tter bG roforrod t0 fl spociru. nooting of the Offico Oonnittoe 
to bo called the follo~inb rll\Y m th full ~1ouor to net. Mr. Lir,sky noved thnt 
the »nergency COI!lt:littee rocot1nenn to its constituent bodies the accentanco of 
Mr. Monsky's invitation. 

~ cot ion to table Mr. Lipsky' s motion ~BS carrie~- by a vote of fi vo to throoo 

Mrs. ?ooll s moti•)n as IU'lendof~ by Mrs. Halprin ffa.s carried by a unanimous vote" 

.\..L. 
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MINUTES OF OFFICE CClAMITTEE MEETING 

.il01RICAN naRGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFA.IRS 

J anua.ry 121 194.1. 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the ..\merican Emergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs was held on T,1eeday, January 12 at 4130 P.M. at 41 E.42nd Street. 

PRESENT: Mr. Szold (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Hrso Epstein, Mr. Gellman, 
Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Greenbel"g, M:-s11 Hal:?rin, Mre Shulman, Mr. Wertheim, 
Dr. Wise. 

Dr. Goldl:la.nn, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Ueisgal. 

By invitation: Mr. Brodie. 

RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY 

The Committee expressod its grief at the denth of Mr. !le.sliMsq nnd 
voted to send a resolution of symp~thy to his f:wily. 

CONJ'ERElroE IN PITTSBURGH 

It waa reported that in accordruice with the docision of the Office 
Committee, Dr. Wise had requested Mro Monsky to postpone the date of the 
preliminary conference ~alled for Janu.-u-y 24 ton date later thBn JMuacy 31. 
However, Mr. Monsky s~id th.~t it was impossible to yostpone tho conforence no~ 
which 'Will bo hold as scheduled on J 3.Il'\l::i.ry 24 in Pittsburgh. 

It ~as again mn.de cle~r that tho purposo of tho Conforenee is to 
discuss org:mizational methods for the convoking of nn Bll-Jo~ish Conferonco 
in the spring. It ~as ngreed that the sub-committee moot as soon as possible 
to consider methods of informing all Zionist org.rmizations that they should 
attend tho Conferenco and to ryork out a program fo: prosonting a unified progrAm 
in Pittsburgh. 

ESCO FOUND..TION 

Mr. Szold reviewed the situation as follouat At tho last meeting of the Office 
Committee, a cor:unitteo hA.d. beon appointed to take up m.th the Esco Fund the 
matter of studies which they ~ero proposing to undertake. Yeater~ thero was 
a meeting betuean tho Esco Fund representativos and roprosontntivea of the 
Emergency Committee at which the ropreaentatives of the lhorgency Con1:1ittee had 
stated that they ~ere oxploring a wrv to reaching a t1Utu..-ll A.Ccomodation betwoen 
the Fund and the :Ebergency Connittee, but had no power to mn.ke final decisions. 
It had beon decided at that ceoting that the Offico CoL'ltlittoe cA.ke definite 

• 
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to .be eubaitted to the F.eco Found3tion, 

Dr. GoldDann reported the ceoting oa follows: Tho representatives of 
the Esco Foundation stnted th~t Esco had lllldortnken tho resoarch projoet becauso 
they felt that they could thus do a useful ~ieco of work for Palestine. They have 
no desire to duplic~te tho work of AnY other orga.niznti~n or to underta:ito ~ork 
which azq othor orgBnization is prepared to do. Thoy hlld lenrnod about this 
project { the JV.A.) through Mr. Noum,mn. Mr. rmd Mrs. Cohon of the Esco Foundation 
had met ~ith Mr. Brodie and Mr. Szold and, l~ter, uith Dr. Weizc,um and had 
thought them to be in agroomont nth the plM that Mr. Neuo:um be made oxecutive 
diroctor of the resetU'ch project with an ruivisory boru-d on ryhich would be invited 
to serve snce leading Zionists. Mr. ruid Mrs. Cohon had nndo it clear that (a) if 
the Ecergency Col:ltlitteo wanted to undortn.ke this project they would be very glnd; 
(b) they do not give ooney tc other organizations for reeenrch uork, though they 
may cooperate ~1th other organizations; (c) the work is boing done under tho 
legr-u., adl:linistr~tive nnd fin:mcial responsibility of tho Boa.rd of Trusteos of 
the Esco Fuhd. {d) It is their intention to have nn advisory board nnd to call 
in Zionists to aorve as net1bors of this board. 

Mr. Szold at that neoting, on behalf of the Emergency Cocunittee, had 
expressed tho gratitude ~f the CoJ'!Jf.littee for the interest of tho E1c0 Foundation 
in this project, ~hich we appreciate vm.s undort:\kon by thee aa a service to the 
Zionist cause. However, it hA.d been e~l~inod thnt the ~ergency C()!l[]itteo 
bolieved that finnl supervision ond control of the inplemontntinn of the project 
had to be in the hands of the auth0rit~tivo Zi0nist bodies. Tho Ecorgency 
Comr.ii ttee did not believe that there was a clearly rnA.rlrod distinction between 
puro research and :\Ctu.."\l contacts and '\L"ldert.rs.kings uhich uould lu\vo to be r.iade 
in connection therewith. The Energoncy Cor:u,ittoo Tms, therefore, eager to find 
a 'fl8¥ whereby the Esco Fund r.iight still undertake the reaearoh for tho JV• 
project, with the underst,mding that the a.iergency Cor.U!litteo hA.ve ultim~te 
control over it. 

Dr. Berkson, who presided nt the meeti ng• thought the ~hole matter 
would have to be refarrod b~ck to the Bol\l"d of Trustoos since tho conditions 
under which tho money for the rosearch had. been Rppropriatod, had chrmged. 
Dr. :Berkson had, however, agrood not to take the I!la.tter up rtith the Boro-d of 
Trustees until some concrete proposal had been workod out. 

Dr. GoldoM.n then said that in hie opinion no fruitful discussion 
of concrete propoea.ls could be noo.e by the Office Cor:u::iitteo. H& thorefore 
recommended that if it ~as the consensus of opinion that a proposal be worked 
out whereby, on the one hnnd, the Esco Foundation cnuld renain in the ~ork, nnd• 
on the other• there would ~o official. control by the Etlergency Cotu:1itteo, the 
sub-committee appointed to neal ~1th tho matter be nuthorizod to ~ork .out euch 
proposals as would lead to the desired n.rrnngomente Tho eub-com:iitteote 
propose.le should be brought back to the Office CoJJr.1ittoe for Approval. 

In tht-s connection Mrs. Epstein referred to the reorg~ization plan, 
pa.rt of which, she believed, wns relevant to this issue. One of the departments 
envisaged was that of Resources and Planning, uhich would doal ~1th economic 
research. Mr. Brodie had been ~eked to undertake the chaimenship of this 
co:mmittee. She pointed out how inconsistent it uouln be with the plane for this 
~epe:rtment if another organization undertook to do rosearch work ~hich involves 
negoti:ltions and contr-1.Cta such as hAA been envisagen wouln be undertAken by the 
Resources A.nd Planning Dep~rtoont of the »:iergoncy Cocnitteo. 
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-•, Dr. Goldstein said that aa he understood the nntter, we •e~e planning 
make a coDproniso because of the noney which the Esco Fund would nako avail

able for this study. He thoup,ht it too high n price for the loss of control of 
one of our most icporta.nt projects. He thereforo proposed th~t the natter bo 
approached thus: that the mergancy Conrnittee acc9J:>t the offe~ of the Esco Fu.~d 
to cooperate ~1th us in making these studies, but that thero bo no coDProrniee 
of~ ldnd on the questi0n of control. It oust be understood thnt the Etlergency 
Committee will bo in charge. 

Judge Roth~nberg supported Dre Goldrnann1 s proposnl to refor tho nnttor 
to a eub-cornnittee. He paid tributa to the fine SI)iri t of Mr. and. Mrs. Cohen of 
the Esco ]imd and hoped thnt sono wny c0uld bo found t~'1ork in cooperation v.it.h 
thee. 

Mrs. Halprin said she thought the question should be decided on its 
merits and thnt not tho question of funds, but of relations, was tho pivotal one. 
Mr. Werthein said th..~t if Zionist interests could bo safe--•guarded through soce 
a.rrangecent with the Esco Fund ha \1ould approve such nn A.rra.n~aoent. However, if 
there ~are no vra;y of so safeguarding these interests, thon there mis no basis of 
discussi0n with the Esco Fundo 

It was nlso pointed out that the undortn!cing ,;;as not one of pure 
research, but was of such n charaa:ter that contnets ,vith official authorities 
w0uld have to be cade. 

Mrs. Jacobs exprossed the view that it seE1rlod to her that it was 
drawing the line too fp.r if we think that \10 should never delegate a particular 
piece of work to a group that mt.nts to nake a Zionist contribution. We call 
everything "political". But the Zionist Org,\tlizA.tion surely did. not WAnt to 
take unto itself all the ~ork in a systoo of totality. She wondorod whether 
we had the right to think ~e have all the personnel and all the wiadon neoese&Y7 
to carry out our trecendous prograc. She nould suggost that we do not alw~e 
feel that we must tllke· .everything upon O'urael ves. Ve trUS t hn.ve the goodwill of 
other Jews and Zionists and get their coop·era.tion. Mr. n.nd Mrs. Cohen were good 
Zionists and very well-informed Zionists and we shnuld not bo afraid to let 
others make a contribution to the BUI:1 total of Zionist needs. 

Mr. Neu:irom aaid that he would like to have rocnrded his understanding 
of the re-organization plan referred to by Mrs. Epstein, ae it related to this 
problems The original plan rrae to have a departoent of rosearch and the intention 
had been t~'-\t this roset\rch woulc\ be concentrated on pol!t:'-caJ. studies and polit
ical research. Ho hn.d. himself made this ~roposnl sevarnl tices. The oomoittee 
had done hin the honor of o.sking hio to be the chairi:m.n of such a cornnittee and 
he had explained thon thnt becnuso of his having ase~....,ed this neu task, ho did 
not think he should undertake the chn.irrnanshin of sucn fl conci ttee.. Subse4u.er.tl7 
the comcittee had been cht\llged to one on resourcos nnd plnnning ~1th the ecphasis 
on tho economic aspects. This change had bean r,;1,rle eubsequent to his A.groement 
with the isco Foundation. It l\]?pears now that tho politicnl A.Spect of that 
committee haa been altogether d.roppod and it was pl~ed to concentrate on 
economics. Mr. Neuciann adned that when Mr. BroQie hAd beon proposed 88 the 
chairman of this new committee, he, Mr. Ne'UtlMn hn.rl. BA.in that there was no one 
in the countr7 better qUBlified to nssume such a position nnd hoped that he 
would accept it. 



. , ' . ., 
One or tno members wishod to pura~e the discussion on this point 

but the motion wns eallen for And it u~a agraod tMt the sub-coanittoe ~ork 
out a propos.-u A.long the linos aup,gostod by Pr. Goldr:lr.nn n.n~ rofor the proposnl 
to the Office Oor.inittoe for npprov:u bef0re t ,1.king it~ rnth the Esco Fou.ndatio~~ 

.ualRIC~ COTntCIL FOR JUDAISM 

It was ae,reed to nbide by the docision tRkon at n spocinl neoti~ of 
the Office Conmittoo on January 7 uhoreby no diroct at.ta.eke a.gainnt tho Council 
for Judaism be ~ncnuragod for n further period of t~o woeks• in tho hopo tw.t 
the Council ~ould be dissolved. Dr. ~ise Sfil (l he uould nrite to Rabbi Heller 
to ascortain exactly what the underst:mding ieo 

MR. SHERTOKtS VISIT 

Dr. Goldmann reported that a cable had been recoived infoming us that 
Mr. Shertok uould como hero at the ond of tho conth. 

He further reported th.~t a cnllo hnd been sont to the Executive oxplnining 
the reasons why it was deemed inadvisable for Mr. Gruonllnuz:1 to co~e hero nou 
on tho matter of saving tho Jews of Europe. 



CONFIDENTIAL (special) ~02 

MINUTES OF OFFIOE OOMMITTD MEETING 

AMERIO.A.N EMERGENOY OOMMJTTD FOR ZIONIST ,AFF.A.IRS 

January 15, 1943. 

A special meeting of the Offiee Committee of the American »nergency 
Committee for Zionist Affairs was held on Friday, January 15, 1943 at 2:45 P.M., 
at 41 Ea.st 42nd Street. 

PRESENT: Judge Levinthal (presiding), Mr. Greenberg, Mrs. Halprin, Mrs. Jaeobs, 
Mrs. Pool, Mr. Ebulman, Ml-. Wertheim. Mr. Szold. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr, Lourie, Mr. Neumann, Mr. Weiegal. 

ESOO FOJJ!tltATION 

It was reported on behalf of the au.b-comnittee dealing with the Eseo 
Foundation that two proposals bad been made: 

1. That the work of the Jf/A investigation be oonduoted under the auspices 
of the Esco by a committee of five to consist of Mr. :Brodie, Mr. Szold, Mr. Cohen, 
Mr. Neumann and a fifth person. Mr. Neumann is to be Exeautive Direotor. This com
mittee should be under the ultimate direotion of the Jewish Agency or the l!lnergcnoy 
Gommittee as its representative, The report itself, plus any interim reports, should 
be made available to the Energeney Committee at all times. All questions oonoerning 
the use to which the report shall be put, etc. should be left to the Agency or its 
representativee, 

2. Alternatively, the JVA investigation shall be undertaken by a sub
committee of the Energenoy Committee; Mr. Neumann shall be the director; the Eeoo 
Foundation shall provide the funds. (This S'\l8gestion was not made in the form of a 
proposal, but 1 t had been suggested by Judge Rothenberg that the possibilities of 
such an arrangement .be explored.) 

During the course of the discussion which folltwed• Mr. Wertheim raised 
the question of party representation on all standing committees. It was made clear 
that on standing eommitteea of the llnergeney Committee, all the parties would be 
represented, tho'\l&h on ad hoc committees for speoiol purposes this procedure might 
not be followed. 

It was further made clear that the personnel of all committees is to be 
approved by the Offioe Oomnittee. 

It was decided that the negotiating committee (Mr. Ozold, Mr, Shulman 
nt,. loldm&nft Md Dt'. O~ltllteiA on '-'ihnlt o£ tbe 0Qmmittee 1 • c1nd Judge Rothenberg 
on behalf ot Ir. Weizmann) oont1nue \() negotiate with the Eaco Foundation with a 
view to finding a mutually aooeptable arrangement whereby the Dnergeney Committee 
would have ultimate control of the findings of the JVA investigation on the baaia 
of the proposals as outlined by Mr. Shulman on behalf' of the sub-eoumi ttee. 
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Mr. Greenberg reported the meeting of the .Arab-Jewish Relations Comnittee~ 
Professor !aron, Dr. Berkson and Mr. Halkin who had been asked to participate in 
the research of this committee had questioned the desirability of their undertaking 
such a task in view of the fact that the World Zionist Organization was already 
committed to the Jewish Connnonwealth program, They doubted whether they could use
fully undertake an objective research if they were bound by that assumption. 

It had been suggested that they start their research by investigating 
all possibilities of Arab-Jewish rapprochement within the framework of a Jewish 
Oommonwealth. To this they did not agree. Dr. Berkson, for instance, did not \hjnlc 
that the Conmonwealth oase was a go~d one. He thought that research on the possi
bilities of Arab-Jewish rapprochement might on the other hand lead to bi• •national: sm 
as a possible solution. 

The research group had also asked for wider po\7ers than had been envisagcn.: 
they wanted to be considered an advisory oommit~ee to the .Energency Oommittee anl 
Hadaesah01 matiers of Zionist policy, which includes the political program. They 
made olear that they were not concerned with political strategy• but with broad 
questions of polioy. 

When this matter had been ~iscussed at the Executive Committee of Hadass~~r 
the reoonmendation had been tmt terms of reference be drawn up to be submitted to 
the research committee. 

A discussion of the terms of reference followed. It was the feeling of' 
most of those present that the terms of reference should mclce clear that the aD
operation of the research committee would be most valuable were it to Q:Oncern itself 
first with exploring all avenues of Jewish-Arab rapprochement within a Jewish Gomm0n
wealth. !hie today is the official Zionist program, and it would be anomalous for 
the official Zionist bodies to sponsor research not committed to this program. While 
recognizing the fact that the research group was entitled not to accept the terms of. 
reference, it was believed that it would be thoroughly illogical for us to sponsor 
researcfu mich ran counter to our official program. Another poe1 tion taken was that 
it might be well for us to know the case for forms other than the qommonwealth, sn 
that we will be as well-informed on what we don't want and why, as on what we do 
want, Dr. Berkson had made the point that while he oould not confine himself to 
terms of reference which would limit the researoh to the framework of a Jewish dom
monwealth, he did agree that the research must be done by a group committed to the 
Basle platfonn and a Jewish Nntional Home. If what was required was a study to 
bolster,p the Oomnanwea.lth pla.tform,then some one person ought to be asked to do re
search designed to that end. 

The Executive Oonmittee of Hlldaesah had proposed that there be sub
committees on the research board: that persons who believed in the Commonwealth pro•• 
gram be asked to investigate along those lines, and thnt another committee might work 
on a program of bi-nationalism or other forms. 

After further discussion, it was finally agreed that the terms of refer
ence be as follows: The Arab Jewish Relations Committee shall be asked to devote 
their attention in the first plaoe to Arab-Jewieh relations within the framework of 
a Jewiah CQ.JMOnwealth and, subsequently, to prepare research studies on bi-nation
alism as it exiata in other countries aad as it bas been proposed f~r Palestine, 

ORGANIZATION 

Mr. Szold reported on behalf of the sub-comnittee on organization: It is 
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- .be cl early understood that all sub-cot1t1it tee B and depar tr.ien te are aub--comr.li t t eie ., 
of the Office Coroittee: the naL1eB of personnel, whether voluntnry or profession .. 
al must be suboitted to the Office 00C10ittee for approval, by the ohairmen of all 
comt1ittees; the budget oust likewi!e be eub□itted. Hewever, department chairoen 
end their coC1t1itteea shall have a degree of nutonorny in the routine plans and pro
cedures of their cotir.11 ttees, so that the Office Cor.u.,1 ttee cnn raore and more devote 
itself to matters of principle and less to matters of routine. 

As had previously been reported, it wns contemplated to hnve three de
partments: public relations, of which Mr. Shulr:ian was chairman, publicity and 
press and planning and resource~. 

The candidate proposed for the chnir□an of the Planning and Resource~ 
Department is Mr, Brodie who would c~ndern hioself pricarily with economic problems. 
Mr. Brcdie would expect a aubstantial budget and he would alsB expect to employ a 
technical assistant, who would ~ork under Mr.Ne,miann if the JVA project is worked 
out. While responsible to and rendering hia reports te the Office Ooanittee, Mr 
Brodie stipulated that it Bhould not be neceesnry to ccme back to the OoI:'lelittee for 
every step to.ken• nnd he stipulated al.so tho.t when the tiL1e oot:ies that economia 
matters and the assooiated findings are presented to the governr:ient, he should be 
entitled to po.rtieipate in those discussions. 

Opposition was expressed to Mr. Brodie's eonditione: 

1. The Qpinion was expressed that, genero.lly speaking, a chairman of a 
coIJraittee should impose no conditions. 

2, It was unreasonable t~ lay down conditions predicated ~n the future 
by which tine the situation may have changed r adically. 

3. It was proposed thnt the matter be brought before the political c □~• 
mittee for discussion. (In this conneotion, it wa e r eported that the political cor. 
mi ttee had been orgnnized as follows: The r. er.1bers of the Executive: Dr. Weizr .. nnn, 
Dr. Goldonnn 1 Mr. Lipsky nnd Mrs. Jacobs; the representatives of the Office Oo□-
mittee. Mr. Gellr.1an 1 Mr. Greenberg• Mrs. Pool, Judge Rothenberg and Mr, Szold and 
Dr. Wise nnd Judge Levinthal. ex-officio, us officers of the Fr1ergency Cor.111ittee.) 

This proposal wa s opposed on the grounds that it did not properly fall 
within the purview of tl1e political oot:Jrai ttee • which apart fl"om Dr• tleizt'lann cot1-
prised the bulk of the Office Cocr.11ttee; also that it would involve delay. 

No action was taken. 

MR. NEUMANN 

It Vlas reported that the ZOA had elected Mr. Neuno.nn to represent it n 
the full E□ergency <Jor.nittee. He wns invited to attend r:1eetings of the Office 
Committee. 

NEXT MEETING 

It wae decided to hold the next □eeting of the Office OoIJr.1ittee on 
Thursday I J anUc'\l'Y 21 , at 4: OC'· P. M. 
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MINUTES OF OFFICE QOMMI'rrEE MEETING 
JIMERQ,ENCX,_COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

January 28, 1943 

OONFluf:NTI~ ;;ibs 

A special meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee 
for Zionist J\ffaire was held on Thursday, January 28, at 7100 p.m. at 41 E. 42nd 
Street, New York. 

PRESENT• Judge Levinthal (presiding) 1 Mr~ Bublicky Mrs, Ep3tein, Mrs. Jacobs, 
Mr. Neumann, Mrs> Pool; Jue.ge Rothenbergj M:-(> Szold, Mr. Wertheim. 

Dr. Goldman, Mr. Weisgal. 

YOUTH ALIYAH 

The meeting had been called at the request of Hadassah to consider the 
following problem. 

On behalf of Hadassah Mrs. Pool stated that some time ago Hadassah had re
ceived a cable from Miss Szold informing them that Government was prepared to 
grant a large number of B 3 (Youth Aliyah category)certifice.tes. The cable also 
referred to a cable which Eliezer Kaplan had sent to Mr. Mentor, which Hadassah 
had seen only a few days ago. 

At the Welfare Conference in Cleveland, Rabbi Silver had indicated that the 
UPA regarded the 6,000 children, for whom the Agency had given a guarantee, as 
their responsibility. He had already discussed the matter with the JDC with a view 
to securing their coopero.tion but had not called in Hadassah. The UFA had gone 
ahead issuing publicity on the 6,000 ch1ldren ~ 

In the meantime, in response to Miss Szoldfs cable Hadassah had launched a 
special emergency campaign of $500,000 in addl;,ion to its regular Youth Aliyah 
budget of ~360~0(D,, aga:l.nst the additional cer·ciificates. The JDC as usual would 
pay the transportation costs. The Na'l,ional Board of Hadassah felt that while it 
was ready to assume responsibility with regard to Youth Aliyah to the utmost of 
its fund-raising capacityl it could do so successfully only if it remains the 
sole aponaor of Youth Aliyah fu..'t'ld•-:rai~ing in J\merica. -Chaotic fund-raising would 
be tho result of a second agency h~lding itself as responsible for Youth Aliyah 
fund-raising and Hadassah had cabled both kiss Szold and the Agency accordingly. 

The following facts must also be taken into considerations 

1. Hadassah is the only Zionist agency which is free to launch an emergency 
campaign now. 

2. Over a period of many years Hadassah has become (associated in the public 
mind with Youth Aliyah and has acquired the confidence of the public. 

Judge Levinthal explaine<1 the position of the UPA as follows• if Hadassah 
incre~ses its budget for Youth ~liyah it is bound to affectthe allocation of the 
UJ~ to the UPA. Moreove~, if the 6,000 children actually arrive, it will in
volve an annual budget of over a million and a holf doll~rs, which Hadassah could 
not include in its budget.-Moreover the Jewish ~gency had undertaken responsi
bility for the children as a first charge on its assets, amd baturally looked to 
the UPA to see thst that liability was met. 

Mrs. Epstein said that the regular budget for Youth Aliyah ($360,000) was on 
the basis 6£ the immigre.tion schedulss up to now in force. The new emergency 
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budget tor ~600,000 is based on the certificate schedules just issued. WhU cust 
the.-UPA now rnc~ the J)t,c,bleo'l ~t the oo□ent, it is not known either whether the 
children will actually arrive. If and when the children do arrive in Palestine, 
then the question can be recons1.ce·~ed ~.:i the light of Hadassah' s receipts and the 
actual needs.At such a time, the uµi shou:d d~scuss tho natter with Hadassah, 
which might possibly approach the JDC. 

Judge Levinthal said that in an7 ca~e it would be unwise and undignified for 
one agency, like Hadassn~, tc a~p~oach t::e JDC~ It is m~ch better, from the 
Zionist point of view, for tr.Le uPA to approach the u: A directly. 

Dr. Goldmann said that he viewed the matter thust The first nine-million 
dollars has already been allocated by the UJA. There will be no additional money 
to allocate until the end of the year~ The problem is not an immediate one. If by 
the end or the year, the children actually am arrive in Palestine, then the UP~ 
can go to the hllocations Uommittee, taking into consideration the amount of money 
raised by Hadassah9 and request a further allocation~ Moreover, he pointed out, 
Hadaseah is completely within its rights to s~a.r-t a special campaign for Youth 
Aliyah end should be authorized to proceed without interference from the UPA. 

Judge Rothenberg said it was an illusion to believe that we could go to the 
communities now for additional money. Beth the JDC a.~d NRS budgets are larger this 
year than last. The allocations ~Rwmitt~~ has already allocated the first nine 
million doll~rs and there will be7iaditional money until the end of the year, 

~fter some further discussion it was agreed that no formal. action be tkken 
in the absence or Rabbi Silver. He is to be inforraed that the consensus of opinion 
of the mnergency Commj.ttee is tha.t Hadassah ehould be authorized to proceed with its 
campaign and that the UPA be requested to abst in from fur~her publicity with re
gard to the 8,000 children. Ir at the en.d of the yePr, the 6,000 children arrive 
in Palestine, then the UP.i~ should approach the UJA for a further alloca.tion, talcing 
into considere.tion the amount raised by Hadnssoh. Dr. Goldmann said he would 
cable to Eliezer Kaplan along those lines. 

LOUIS E.BRA:,DEIS VOLUME 

It was decided to send the Louis D. Brandeis volume to the members of the 
iLmerican Palestine Committee (cloth bound edition). Senators Wagner and McNary 
are to be requested to have the distribution made in their names. 

PETITION 
Judge Levinthal reported an enthusiastic response to the Z~ questionnaire 

on the question of the petition, 

Mr. Szold said he believed that the value of a petition was more lasting than 
any result of the Jewish National 1ssembly. He approved the procedure of the Wa 
in attempting to ascertain the opinion of the districts through the questionnaire 
and urged that serious oonsidere.tion be given to the matter of a petition. 

On the other hand it was pointed out that the contemplated Jewish National 
~ssembly confiicted with ple.ns for a petition. Zionists could not at the same time 
engage in trying to aeoure signatures for a petition and trying to secure majority 
opinion at the ~ssembly. Possibly, after the Assembly a petition might be valuable, 
but not now. It was generally agreed that the plans for a petition should be 
abandoned tor the present. 
PITTSBURQH CONFEijENQEt It was decided to request the full Emergency Committee to 
endorse the action of the Pittsbur8h Oonteren9e and record itself ofticie.lly as 
approving and oooperating in the plans for the National •~qemb1v 
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M?NlJ'rES OF OFFICll COMMITTD MUTING 
AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITl'D FOR ZIONIST ,AlFAIP-S 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the American Emergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs was held on Fri~, March 5 1 1943 at 2:00 P.M. at 41 Eaat 42nd St. 

PR1,S:E:I{T1 Judge Rothenberg (presiding in the absence of Judge Levinthal who 
arri•ed later), Mr. Bublick• Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Greenberg, Mrs.Jacobs, 
Mrs• Halprin• Mrs, Fool, Mr. Shulman, Mr. i7ertheim 

Dr. Goldmanns Mr. Lourie, Mr. Neumann 

Rabbi :Berlin. 

iEPORT ON COliV'ERSJI'IONS: 

Dr. Goldmann reported on the following conversations which he, Dr.ffeizmann 
and Mr. Shertok had had in Washington. (Minutes on file in the office) 

1. With the Under-Secretary of State. 

2. With Mr. Murr81 and his staff. 

3. Mr. Shertok with a Senate group under the chairmanship of Senator Elbert n. 
Thomae and a group of Representatives at lunch on the invitation of Representa
tive Clark ff. Baldwin. 

MAURITIUS 

Mrs. Pool called to the attention of the Committee an item in the New York 
Times issued by the Embassy stating that 111500 immigrants from Palestine" were 
included in the list of refugees who had found sanctuary in Mauritius. 

It ns &i?'eed that for the record a lotter be sent to the British :Embasey 
and a copy to the State Department, criticizing the form of this report. 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON EUROPEAN Jffl 

It was agreed that the Emergency Committee send a number of delegates equal 
to thoae of other organizations to represent it on the Joint Committee dealing 
with the ~ropean Jewish situation. Mr. Shulman ia to continue to represent the 
committee and the chairman ia to appoint one other member. It was underatood that 
conversationa would be held with the lJPA and the Congress with a view to having 
all Zioniat groups represented to the extent that it is poesib~e. 

AM..£RICAN J MSH ASSl:@LY 

Mr. Shulman reported aa follows1 Correspondence between Judge Proslcauer, 
President of the .American Jewiah Committee and Robert Goldmann. of the Executive 
Committee elected in Pittaburgh, indicated that the Jmerican Jewish Committee 
and the Jewlah Labor Part1 would come into the .A.aaembq on the followinc 



condi tiones 

l. That the Mme be changed from American Jewish Assem)ly to American J ewi■h 
Conference. 

a. Tllat organizations be free to ratify any action tEken by the Conference and 
a.re not to be conaidered bound by any resolutions paeset at the Conference 
until such separate ratifi~ation. 

There was considerable discussion on both these conditions and the following 
points of view were expressed~ 

. 
1. Names It was urged by several of those present that to change the name from 

".lasembly11 to "Conf'erence't was a whittling down of the significance and pres
tige of the meeting. Others. however, thought this relatively unimportan\ and 
that it should not be an iseue on which to break if the Committee refused to 
accep\ the present nane. It was resolved by 5 votes to 2 that the ilnergency 
O~ait\ee recomnend to the Zionist representatives on the Executive Committee 
elected in Pittsburgh that the name ".bsembly" be retained. Mrs. Pool asked 
\o ha~e her negative vote recorded. 

2. On the question of the second condition, it was agreed in principle that ever7 
organization ia free to withdraw from the Aaaembly. However, the prepesal aa 
phrased by Judge Proska.uer would vitiate the whole intent of the ..\aeembly. It 
muat be made clear that majorit1 decisions are binding for those organization• 
which do not withdraw. 

It was agreed. that the llhergency Committee recommond that the language of the 
proposal ae made bt Judge Proskauer be eo reworded as to make clear that ea.eh 
organization baa the right to withdraw from the ASaombly, and must do so if 
unwilling to accept a decision of the majority. That is to sq that decisions 
are binding on the conatitua.nt organizailona unles• they withdraw. 

In this connection the Zionist position in the event of disagreement at the 
Assembly were discussed. 

There might be a majority and a minority report on Palestine. This might be a 
means of enabling the Zionists to present their maximum program while at the 
aame time permitting united representation on matters on which there was agree
ment. 
Disa.greement waa expressed with the eUBgeation of a majority and minority report, 
which,. it waa felt, would weaken the uhole purpose of the Assembly. It was &110 
urged that the Zionists go to the Aesembly prepared to presa for ~eoment on 
the Biltmore program. The precedent was mentioned of the first .American Jewieh 
Congreea meetinc after the last war, where Zioniata carried their program. There 
was no reason to auppoee this might not be •done now; if it mLa found to be 
impossible to do ao when the time came, but not until then, should we consider 
whether change■ might be made in phra1eology in order to insure unity. 

FJOOONSTRUCTXONIST FJ;)ITORIAL 

!ft editorial in the Rooonstructioniet referring to a preea conference at 
nhich Mr. Neumann had made varioua charges against tho Emergency Committee waa 
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raised. Mr. Neumann made the following points1 

l) He considered his statement a public service to the Z1en1st cause. 2) The 
atrictures which he voiced were well-founded and to refrain from having made 
them would not be justifiable. He had made the same strictures frequently, 
internally, but they had produced no result. He did not think the Emergency 
Committee was living up to its responsibilities and it was necessary to stir 
up public opinion. 3) If an.y Zionist institution deserved criticism, he would 
feel it his duty to make it. He had set no precedent as others ha.d acted sim
ilarly, and ho would consider it unwholesome to muzzle any individual or organi
zation from expressing an opinion when the occasion demande d it. 

In the discussion which followed the view was expressed by a number of those 
present that, looked at from the wider point of view, Mr. Neumann's press confer
ence had been a Zionist disservice, rather than service. The statement was one 
which enemies of the cause had seized on with satisfaction. The appropriate 
forum for such a discussion would have been the Emergoncy Committee itself o• 
the governing bodies of the constituent organizations but not the public press. 
It eould be understood if the explanation was that the action had been taken in 
the heat of the moment. In any case it ~as desirable as a matter of principle 
for the futuro, that such action on the part of a person associated with the 
Committee should be regarded as a breach of confider~e. 

CORRECTION OF MINUTES 

Among those who attended th~ meeting at the st~ Regis on February 25th was 
Dr. Israel Goldstein. 
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CONFIDENTI..U. flll 
(Part 1) 

MINUTES OF OFFICE CCMMITTEE MUTING 
~IQ . .\N »~ERGJ!1NCY CCMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST DF~IRS 

~ speoial meeting of the Office Comnittee of the American Emergency Committee 
fsr Z1$nist Mfairs was held on SundEcy", March 21st at the St. Regis Hotel. 

P!ESEN!i JUl:lge Levinthal (presiding) Mr. Jul,lick, ?.!r. Gellman, Mrs. Epatei~, 
Mr. Greenberg, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Lipsky, Mr, Ne\U!lann, Mrs. Pool, 
Mr. lothal\'be:r!h' Mr, 4~0rlC>lt j ~!r -.:, S~iUiatian, Mr.Szold, Mr. Wertheim. 

Dr. G~ldmann; Mr. Lourie; Mr. Weisgal. 

JO INT WERGZl'lCY COMMITTD 

The chairman appointed Mrs. Halprin• Mr. Shulman and either Mr.Wertheim 
or Mr. Greenberg, to represent the Emergency Commit,ee on the joint committoe V 
dealing with the European situation. ~ 

PUBLIC REUTIONS 

Mr. Shulman wa.a authorized to invite Mr. l3elth to become a member of 
the Public Relations Committee. 

For Mr• Shertokls information, Dr. Goldmann read the minutes of the full 
Emergency Committee summarizing the V3rious points of view presented by members 
of the Office Cor.unittee on the post-war progr::un, b1aed on a questionnaire pre
pared \y Mr. Neumann (See minutes of January 7,1943). 

MR, SHERTOK 

Mr. Shertok moo.a the following statements 

The primary problem before us is not the working out of a concrete 
det1iled scheme for the ca:.•rying through of our pro gr an; the primary p roblen is 
to Mhieve ~ decision on the pa.rt of the great pouers. chiefly Gre~t Brit~in nnd 
tho United States• to accept the essence of our progr:10. 

He said he believed the achievement of such a decision did not de
pend on the working out of a detailed scheme; on the contrary. pr0T.1ature nego
tiations on points of det~il may ureck the eh~ncos of success on the anjor issue. 
Discussion of det~ils, before the accept-mce by the Governnents of our n~in point 
would give thee the opportunity to turn the t~bles on us. Our intorest wns to be 
on the offensive a.nd keep the powers concerned under the pressure of the rcsponsi
bilit1 to solve the Jewish question. We should beuare of finding ourselves on the 
defensive by having to Answer nll sorts of thcrny questians as to the practic,.,_ 
b111t1 of this er that p,u-t in our progrron, We ,:-,ould, in :my cnse, bo asked 
difficult questions; let ua not provoke them unnecessarily by pu\ting f~rTTard 
points of detail on our erm pa.rt A.t this prelir.linary a tage. 
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The chief point tod~ WRS ~hether the will is there. If it is• we should 
be ~ble to obt~in a definite OOJ'lMitment. Once there is a ooruiitment on the mn.jor 
issue, 1 t would be much easier to eor.ie to ;m. ~eemant on points of detail in the 
course of subsequent negotiationso In praotic0, this me;mt that what we should 
aim at today is the recognition of two baaJ.c poi~nts1 

( a) th:i.t Palestine is to be assigned to tr..e J'ewe. and (b) that the country can 
and thould t .1.ke in a very large n\.Uribsr of peopleo 

Before these points a.r0 concecled~ 1 t ·,-, 0T11d rnn.ke the negot1A.t1ons unnecee .... 
sarily difficrult to raisa at thia atnte the question of Jewish control of 1:crnigrat1on 

This is so far :ia our negotiation.a ui t,h oute1.d.e fac.tore were concernede In 
O'Ul" omi minds 0 a certain amou:n:1; of olar:tficat:i.on we,.g perhaps neoesaary as to ho,1 we 
are envisaging the actual esi,a.bliahment of the Com:monueA.lth. In this regard he 
wished to point out that since he was a representati~e of the Executive in Jeru
salem, ·,1hatever he said might assume the oha.r~ter of a defL'iition of the Exec,u... 
tivee attitudeo He therefore wanted to make it clear that he was not 1n a posi
tion to comnii t the Executive on these poin·teo 

There had been a great deal of discus~ion in the Executive and in the 
J.ctions Comr:iittee on the :Biltmore progrnm. Finally a reso~u.tion was adopted by 
the -~tions Comr.ii ttee which was known to the anergancy Oomni t;teeo That resolution 
had since been endorsed b1 a n:.unber of Zionist partiE:9 in Palestine. One of the 
points in the resolution was a:i undertaking to s·uppleoent it \11th another resolution 
to define our attit~de to the ..u-abeo lie ausumed that some uork had been done on 
thta in Jerusalem. He had eGen :1.•efersnoes i.n the press indicating that such a 
resolution had been prepa:-ed b~t he had loft Jeru3alam be:t1ore these discussions 
started and had no indication \"that the Ex9cutivei s n.ttl tud.e actually uaso 

In view of these factsi Mro Shertok said he preferred to hetU" the opinion 
of the members of the Emarg~)ncy Oomm:i~;lj;:;e so tha.~ h3 ~ould tr.-m~mi t them to Pales
tine, thus giving the »nergency Comm:1.tt.ee an 0:911 .. )rt·mity to contribute to the con
sideration of the problem in JarJ.Sa..i.amo i1i•lih a1J. theGe reservations, Mro Shertok 
said he would like to make a few obssrvations on the questions raised at the 
meeting of January 7o 

(A) The cardinal poUit in our program was to his mind an imoediate and eubetAntial 
increase of the Jewish pop·• D.a·~:ton after th9 f'la:.'o In the la.st analysis, the impla.,. 
menta.tion of our prograia hJ .. ,1gedc not on the enu:ac:ts.tion of new :t'onnulae, but on the 
creation of ne,r factso M:i.wc,1.".ccta Wtlra r:iade :t.n t,h'.LS regard after the last war when 
we reiled. quite unduly on t ·a3 :Salfou:-"' De<.: lara:~icn 001d the San Remo decision. These 
mistakes may- have been '2I!a.-v·c:tdablev they were, nevel'·iiheleea 1 mietakee. 

In view of the determ,.nsd, perhaps f'is:..~e ') .Arab oppoei tion to our program: 
in view of the opposition in l3r.1 tish and ~.\.!ne%'~~ca:1 ci:c-clas, which would not die d01n1 
even if we achieved a decision :tn our f'avort :i.t- ~ .. ~ of the most crucial importance 
that fa.eta be created immediately, which w~.11 E:il'I!!)ly knook the bottom out of all 
laostile theories. For this raa.aon the in2medlat-'3 b,;.-oinging in of a ls:rge number of 
Jews wa.a, perhaps, mor& impo:-tant than a fonnal. agraem9nt that Palestine be a 
Jewish Commonwealth. He regarded &V'8n half a. million additional Jews in Palestine 
aa a more tangible guarantee than a mere formal agreement:, It must therefore m 
an integral part of the agreement - a. dire"t corolla.cy of the acceptmice of the 
main principle - that a certain large n'Ulllber of Jevra ( 181' half a. million) should 
be brought in b7 the Jewish .t.gency in the shorte1t period poaaible, with the aotiye 
aaaiatmioe of the great powerao leedle11 to sq-thie half a million would be onl.7 
the first instalment in .the J.arge...aoale progzeam of immigration• 
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~is waa based on a certain set of aa8UJilptionsi 
l. that a. larg~ number of EuropeRn Jews will survive this war. 
2. that these Jews will not be able to rerna:tn where they are at the end of the 

war but ~ill in any case have to be transferred elsewhere. 
3. that f'Utl.ds for such tra.n3fer and the fseding of these people will have to be 

forthcoming and that these f'unds could be diverted to Palestine. 
4. that these people, after havlng faced terrible privations and the constant 

threat of death, could be e~ected to put up with ~ery difficult conditions 
in Palestine fo:c a ?Lumba-~ of years by living in caI:tps and being employed on 
public works; that e·V"8n if there be no full employment Md they have to be 
maint.-1.ined to some extent, it ':muld be p:-eferabl3 to maint r-iin them in Pn.lee
tine than :mywhere eleao 

The inclusion of this immediate ir.imigration progr;un in an agreement 
between us and the gre:lt powereQ Mro Shertok said, may obviate a great many 
difficulties of a legal character, which would be bound to arise from the imna--. 
diate consideration of our claim for the control of immigrationo 

(B) Vihat should be the international status of the Commonweal thT 

Mr. Shertok said that ~nee our position ,,as finnly established, then if 
the choice lay between east and west his preference would be definitely for the 
east. We cannot legislate Palestine off the map of ~Bia. It is part of ~ia. 
We eliall always have to trade w1 th the neig,....,.bo:r•ing countrieee Our dependenoe 
upon the west is a result of our weakness, and we should not give up our claim 
to western assistance, eo long as we are weako ncwever, once firmly established, 
•e should be interested. in th~ greatest p~;s:tbl.e £tt·:-engtb.ening of our relations 
with the neighbors around uso He said he did not entir.ely rule out the inclusion 
of Palestine into the system of the ]ritieh C~mmonwealth of Nations, but even 
euch an arrangement did not preclt1de the. est.a'! lishment of a very close relation
ship between Palestine and the ne~.gr.lLo:-i:ng countr:i.ea" 

(0) Status of ~ermanent Nau.tralityi This pr~poeal Mr. 8hertok regarded as 
purely- illuBory. l!e simply •iid not believe 1 t wou1.d liorko Palestine is next to 
the Suez Canal; it is an important naval base: it ia a vital link in the cha1~ of 
air oommunicationsf it is the termilru.s of the Iraq petroleum pipe line. Ulla.t, 
Mr. Sb.ertok oontinued 9 is the real value of a pennanent neutrality statusT Will 
it prevent an army fl'om c~r-Jing in'l If thel•e is dangex- of 1nvao1on, will Paleetin• 
be e.xpeoted to rely on ite n,ru.trality status for protection? 

(D) International C.:>~-t:::-·ola On th'-s question Mr. Shertok said he had reached 
~ final conclueiono We ru1.u;t r(jmember that in the beet possible case we do not 
stand a chance that l?aleet~.ne will be handed OV'8r to us completely- at the end of 
the war, International control, in the world at large, will increase rather than 
decrease. Absolute ,o·v-ereignty will become much more a relative concept than it 
has been. The crux of the problem isl who should represent that international 
control in regard to Paleetine~ Hro Shertok said that he himself waa in favor ot 
joint J.nglQM.4mer1oan control; 1.e, he waG in fav·or of Jmerica being definitely
brought into the picture9 It is import[-1.Jlt to have Jmerican participation in the 
guaranteeing and watching over the implementation of the policy laid down, to
gether with Great ~ritain. 

(E) Arabel With regard to the .A.rabe our case should be that the assignment 
of Palestine to the Jewa should form part of a oompreheneive deal between the 
great powers of the Arab world, It is quite clear that we eball not be able to 
get Palestine removed from the oontext of the J.rab world, at lea4t iii the dia
ouaaion. In discueeiona between Ire.11 and li>ngl~. and •erioa, tor e:mmple, 
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Palestine will surely figure on the agend.~ If we want ]ngla.nd .~cl $1erica. to 
adopt our •1olicy ~ . .ve moot visun.lize them r:1.s defendinf· this DOlicy vis-avis the 
..A.?'abs• Our st/Uld must therefore be that the accentance of our claim to P ·.lestine 
should 'be set off by the :_nouers against the guaranteeing of the 1n0e·•1endence of 
the .,u-ab st:1.tes and the grant to ther.i of asoistance in reconstruction schemes. 

England and .~erioan should tell the --U-abs that in return for such oon~ider
ations they .1.re ex,Jected to ,Tite off Palestine as an .:U-a.b country. 7e believe 
tr.at the salvation of . .\rab inde"Y)endenco from :m .uis domination, the freeing of 
Liliya, the guarantee of the:i.r ir1de:9e::-deinca in. the future and assistance for 
development 1s ample ccmpen$a\-ion for tr.eir '7:ri-ting off of Palestine, Counled 
with this may come the questior, of our ass~.3t ce ·~o the Arab countries. But it 
should be made clear that ~e shall be able tu ass1at only if we oureelves nre 
firmly established~ 

Dr. Goldmn.nn aaid he agreed with the position taken by Mr. Shertok 
except on one point. 

1. : • He agree~ ~hat the primary necec13ity was to direct our negotiations 
~1ta a view to eecurr·~mmigration fo~ the Jemi who survive in Europe to Palestine 
imm~diately after the war-t '.tie belieYed it ,vould be almost impossible, or cortain
ly enormously difficult~ to secure a formaJ. de~is:i.on on a Je\7ieh Commonwealth at 
thi.e , stage r,f the negotiationso He recalled that Dro r7eizmann had said that we 
could. not be so naive as to suppose that the l1'n~. ted Nations uould agree tc, such 
imLgration as we 'Vant ,vithout ·underot~ding ita tmplications. However, it is 
qui~e a different matter for. the United Na.t,ions to r.teree to imrni~.\tion, under-
standing its implications, than to cclIIClit themselves to a status the conditions 
for ·~hich have not yet been reaohed 

He fo:nm1lated his :position as foll,.,c;vs p In our negotiations with 
govtrnments, vre should try to sec·u.re an agr.~am~.11t t;h.:J.·~ all k.'uropean Jews, after 
the !ar 0 who are ready to go ~o Pale9tine and :f:,.t f :.>r ir.u!nigration, should be 
transferred to Palestine w1·Lh appr.opr:l.ate &i.·rang1;,::n::.nts for financing, our par
ticipation, etc') etc~ Such a. fo:nnuJ a was hs bali~ved more readily att;,,inable 
tha,.+.i. the theoretical~. legal formula c.emand:>.ng uewish control over inr:iigration. 
tte 'sAould not drop this ~e~and, but we ahould fi~st secure consent to the primary , 
question of immigration ,; -~3 a matter of factr the Biltmore program has already 
be~ submitted to the 8tatl3 Dep:~..rtme .. 'lt~ so tr ... at our progrADl is officially on record. 

z. ' , In connection with Mro ~nwrto~ s prefe·rence for a tie-up vri th the east 
ratter than the west~ if s~Lch a cho:lr.;e must be made~ Drf') Goldna.nn repeated his 
po4t of view previously axp:r-es ed on this subject and entirely agreed with 
Mr,- • shertok. { See minu tee o:f' !)uc,v;,;t,~:..· 25 •. 19t2) 

of a 
s~h 
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The point on which Dr. Goldma..'l.u clJ.sa.grsed with Mr. Shertok was that 
status of permanent neut:rali ty for .Pa!-~at:l.".it;,, Dr. Goldmann believed that 
a status would be both practicable anc. desi1·ableo 

I! The JewB are 1.,he classic neutral people of the world because they 
~ everywhere. Palestine will represent the Jewish people all over the world, 
certainly in a spiritual and moral eenee. From a practical point of view, too, 
~tis not so impossible that we eho1ud discard it. It m~, of couree, happen 
t}..a.t in the postwar world there will be no neutral states. But if there are, 
Pa:estinet a nearnees to the 9uez Oana.l, eto. ie not an argument agaiDSt such 
st~tus, sinoe there will have to be international guarantees for the protection 
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of such points in the caees of other neutral countries, if there uill be any, and 
the same regulations would AJ)ply to Palestine, ~ere it to have neutral statuso On 
the matter of self-defense, Switzerland is a case in point: despite its noutrality, 
it has always maintained ,1, vory strong solf•~dcfenso. It m,v be thn.t '70 uill ul ti
m~tely have to discard the neutrality ideA, but ~e should not drop it from our agenda 
at this pointe 

Dr. Goldmann enumerated his order of preferonce for tho future status of Pal-
estine aa f o1lows: 

(l) ~ status of pemanont neutrality~ internationally guaranteedo 
( 2) ..\. tie--up \ 7i th the Ea.sto 
( 3) Ao tie-up •.1i th a wes :ern po\7er - .the British Erppire. 

Dr. Goldmann requested t.h:i.t Hr" Shortok be asked his viows on tho relation
ship between the concept of a Jewish Co~nonwcalth and the principle of non-doninR
tion about V1hich mnny misunderstandings appeared. to hn.vo arisen. There 1i7ere those 
who thought that a J"ewish Commonucalth contrr .. d:ictod 1:he principle of non .. donination. 
In his opinion it is erroneous to consider them inconpatiblo. In his opinion it 
was clear that a Jewish Cor:unon~calth does not ncn.n that only Jews are citizens of 
PA.1.estino. Tho Arabs in a Jewish Cornnon~oalth TTould havo exactly the srono rights 
as tho Jows; they c:::i.nbocome ministers, ,9.Il Ar~b might be President, ot~o etc. To 
assume that a Jewish CoIDT'.lonwealth ~e;ms a P~lostine com;:,osod only of Jeus is ontire
ly unten1bl<h A Jewish Commom1eal th r.ioans only tho fact thA.t Jews shall be in the 
majority. Tho name itself wou.\d r.iorc likely be the CoMMonwoalth of Judaea~ or 
Eretz Isr~el, rather than Jowis~ Cornnonucaltht 

Mro Shertok saidD Dro Goldmann continued, thnt Palestine will have to be 
pa.rt of tho general eettlemont of the Near East prob1en and of a deal with the Arabs. 
Dr. Goldmann agreed that in h~.s opinion no Ar:10:c·ica.n or B:n. tish government 1i7ould dis
cuss Pales tine outside the fr-a.o\3work of a sf.:'l:tlemcn.t of the entire problen of the 
Middle EA.st. Moreover 9 it is not to our int0~e~t to renovc P~lestine from the con
text of the Near East settlenont, :1.na.snrJ.ch n.s it ~ust- bo used as a bargaining factor 
in dealing with theno Wo r:rust get t,he United Nation~ 1~0 a.~cept our der.1ands for 
Palestine and to include ther.i in thair dealings wi·ch thu Middle Easto 

.A. discussion followod in ~hich the follo~ing points of vieu uere presentedo 

Mrs. Pool said that tho immediate problen on the agenda WR.S tho .kloricm 
Jewish ~ssernbly. If it was thought that the A.S~enbly nu.st result in a.groenent on 
the Biltmore program, she f'o::0s3.\1 a \1i. i.ndra\\'n.l on the pA.Tt of tho non-Zionistso On 
~he other hand, she continued, if the lino proposed by 14ro Shertok uhich she chA.r
acterized as a retre~t f~om thv Biltraoro progrronp wero followed, she boliovcd that 
unanimity could bo securodo 

Judge Rothenberg cautioned against m:3.king ru-iy donru1ds on the great 
powers whim might be constru'3d as making the reeognition of PA.lostine BS Jowish 
dependant on tho granting of sovoreignty to tho A.cabs in other Arab states,, 

Mr. Neumann said it had alueys boon his vie,;y thn.t unless the govern
ments of the r.13.jor pouors A.greed a priori thn.t Palestine is to be a Jo,;,ish 
Commonwoalth they could not follo~ tho Zionist line on ir.tr.ligration of half a 
million Jews immediately after the ~ar. In :msuer to Judge Rothonborg, 

' ' I . 
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Mr. Neumann pointed out thR.t Mr. Shertokls presentation did not make the recog
nition of Palestine as Jewish, dependent on granting sovereignty to Arab states, 
but, rather, that in effecting any settlement of the Noar Ea.st, the great powers 
should exact from the .Arabs the renunciation of their claims to Palestine, on a 
quid pro quo basis. 

Mr. Neumann said if he were faced with a choice between securing A.greement 
to large sen.le immigration and a political promise without immigration. he would 
choose immigration. Howev·er, he would ndd that even an agreement for bringing 
in a large number of Je~s ~ill be of very little value unl~ss together m.th it 
comes the granting of governm .. mta.J. pow,Jrs so the-it the proposal can be implemented. 
!he gr3Zlting of governmental powe1·s to carry through the immigration must be part 
of tho deal. 

Mr. Shulman said. that a brief should be dra,m ~ in support of the demand 
for a large immigr~tion. He hnd no doubt that it wotJ.d meet with a sympathetic 
response on the pa.rt of the Americ~i people if properly presented• Mr. Shulman 
further believed that the .American Jewish Co~i tteo '10'll1d support a progrMl for 
the immediate immigr~tion after the wari of half a oillion Jaws into Palestine. 
But the issue of a Jewish CornmonT.1ealth has to be faced. An Arab Federation is 
en the agenda for consideration by the greBt powers nnd ue must, therefore, truce 
this opportunity to talk in ter~s of a Jewish Col'!'lr.lo~wealth. 

In this connection~ Mr. Shuln:ui believed it imperative to consider the 
contemplated Assembly. He doubted if it would load to unnninous endor~e.cent of 
the Biltmore progr~, a.nd aga:ln suggested that t,:,o reports might be subcitted by 
the Assembly. (-.) On post1i7a.r plans for European Jews, \7hich would be unAnhiously 
agreed upon and (b) a majority report on the Biltmore Rosolution1 and a minority 
report, 

Mr. Gellman urged that Zionists mAlce only two demands. nnmely, free 1r.un1-
grBtion to Palestine and a Jewish Cotlrlonwealth as outlinod in the Bilt~ore program. 

Mr. Bublick said that in hia opinion another political document to repl.A.ce 
the Balfour Declaration was necessary after this war. Ile did not see any value 
to the J.ssernbly if t~o reports wers presented~ He r·ould prefer that thore be 
withdrawals on the basis of the Biltmore reso~ution, th.-:m to have~ minority 
report. 

Mr. Shertok mad3 the follo~ing statement in response to the character
ization of his positi~n ~s a ro~roat from the Biltnore progrt\MI He s~id that he 
had been astounded to hear ~uch a co:Lstruotion ·~ut on his introductory romarks. 
He had not believed it ne~e~sary io state forraally thA.t all his remarks hAd taken 
for granted the full A.Cceptr-1.~ce of the Biltmore progrru:1; that he had thought it 
impossible to proceed on any other bnsis v mi~t he had tried to do vas to make a 
contribution to the procedure And technique of nogoti~tions nith tho govorncents. 
His remarks had been meant to supplcoent, cert~inly not to replace, the Biltmore 
program, He had not retreatod ono jot from the principle of Jewish irnr.iigration 
under Jewish control, but stressed tho idea. th:1t the f'orma.1 Bcceptance of this 
principle was not enougho Governr.ients oust help and shnre in tho rosponsibilit7 
for such imrnigrat~on And that is why he had said that the first inetr-u.cient of, 
sq h~f A. million Jews I cu.st be an integrBl part of the basic agreeoent thl\t 
PBlestine ia to become Jewish. 

He had said that it ~ould not be wise to start negoti~ting on detnils, 
but the Commonviealth WBS not a detfl.il, nor WBS i~igration under Jewish control, 
and .Arab oppoei tion, ,1hich ley at the root of the probleo 1 wa.e certn.inly not " 
detail• Mr. Neumannta memorandum raised pertinent questions. But 1n Mr.Shortok1a 
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opinion these questions should not form the subject nattor of discussions or 
negotiations with governnents at this prelininary stagoo We Must beware of 
giving the opposite side an opportunfty of side-•tracki.ng the issuo before an 
agreement had been reached uith the govern.~cnts on the fundrlr.lental question. 
Once it is a.greed that Palestine should be comd a. Jewish country and that is 
accepted as the one big solur,j_on to the Jewl sh question, then negotiations uill 
proceed in a differen~ spirito 

On the qu.es~·-io·:i of the. ,\ssembl:;r 1. Mr.o Shertok sr'.l,id he waa inclined to 
A.gree with the view 0xprsss.3ri :iy M:r.·o t1hl:i.na11c, ~.ho B:t:i.tnore progrn.ri nus t not 
be Vvhittled downg b-.it this does not ner.1,."1 'i: hn;i-; its phraseology is sncrosancto 

On the princi~le of non-•clomi.nn.tionp U:rn S}Fn·t-ok said he agreed uith 
Dro Goldnnnn1 s u:ndersta.nd: ng of the si t"JA. t i0n" He said thn.t tho Agency stood 
by the principle of non--drn:iir•.at:i.on, which h.1.ci been vraio"..lsly interpreted in 
various circumst:mct)s, as a ciis t inct.ion had to be nadc ·bet·t1ee!l the principle 
and its applic~tion" When thore \7as n. Ma.r,.date 0 \11th its Zionist content~ tne 
principle of non-doninn.tion could t.-tlce the fem of p;irt'ty,. .Al though there ,;-,ere 
the dangers of a parm:.ment deadlogk, or of n8gn.tive deciEions 9 nith a third party 
bound by definite i!ltern.1.tionn.l obligA.tions ·.ihich ,,ere not then repudj Q~t.d11. : these 
dangers "ivere considerably o::.. tigated ] ,.re i:ne si tuati::m is d1 ffcrent toc.ey v The 
Royal Comr.iission found thu M:J.'?'ldat-e un,:vorlrableo Tho Whi ~c Pn.per repudiated the 
Zionist elements o: the Mr-ti:id.ai..:e :3 Part ty tod:\Y' TT0·~1.1d r'3suJ.:~ 1r~ a perr.ianont doa.d
locko Moreover, a'"l. Arab fut•3rat:ton ":1a.s on tne age:nda i;1hi ch in its elf raised the 
question of the status of P,"\:.estineo If Zionists clid not no11 lay the claim to 
P::l.lestine a.s a Jewish Connonwealth~ it "i7ould nean thH.t t-ney acquiesced in its 
becotiing a. mere constituaJ.1t :pA.rt of ~ .,t:r~b federatj_on. The Royal Conr.iission 
had la.id domi the princi:f1.0 of a J e~ish sta teo Jt :ts truo that it coupled it 
with partition and partit::.~,:01. tod.;:i.y \7f.,S u t trj::."'~1..y ·:.u\a _c.ep ·t;;ihle. The Zionist atti
tude i:ru.st be that thl;:} soltd,:lo:n of J:ifi1·tition hHd al·~•erui.y been applied with the 
giving over of Trans-J (1rda.~.1.o 

The Zionist pr0gram m,:~st be a JewLih majvri.ty,, The Arabs will enjoy 
complete equality of righ~s as indiv::.d.u~~"ls i 1.10r0 ,Jv er~ insofar ru; they ha<r~ 
things in common, they shall h§.vc comp:e t.0 auto:10:m.r, e , g /'I in regard to education.-: 
social welfare~ religion. :noly placoso Th ~n if t:io Je~s u s e their majority 
po"iTers to bring in m01·e Jews ~ :i.t is t.~e country P not the J)0ople 9 that uill be 
dominated. The pri.neiy!.u of non-domination rema.:1.ns, but its application has 
changed • 

.At the conclu3::0n of Mro Sh3rtok'.s ren~rks there na.s Rn intermission 
for lunche 

AoL• 

Note: Minutes of the afternoon session of this meeting will be circulated 
in the very near future. 
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MINUTES OF AFTERNOON SESSION OF 

SPECIAL MEETING OF OFFICE COMMITTEE 

HOTEL ST. llGIS,MAROH 21, 1943 

... _______ _ 

RESUMPTION OF DISCUSSION AT e:00 P,M. 

Mrs. Pool asked how far, in Mr. Slertok 1s opinion, one cnuld go in 
rephrasing the Biltmore program with n vieP to its acceptance at the Assembly. 

ZIONIS~ POSITION IN AMERICAN JEWISH ASSEMBLY 

Mr. Lipsky said that it r;ns cleo.r to him that many members of the 
Committee had interpreted Mr. Shertok 1s remarks as enabling them to reo.ch n modi.ii-. 
vivendi with the .American Jewish Conmittee in the Assembly. He pointed out that 
it was not the phraseology of the Biltmore program which uould co.use disagree
ment• but the spirit and essenoe and the intention of the demnndB of the ~ilt
more program. The .American Jewish Comn1ttee does not r;ant to seen self-govern
ing Jewish community in Palestine, no matter how the demand for it is phrased. 

Judge Levinthal asked Mr. Lipsky whetlier he would be sntisfied if the 
.American Jewish Committee agreed to unite on the following three points: 

l. Jewish immigration into Palestine as of right. 

2, As lo.rge a Jem.sh influx as possible with tl e explicit purpose 
of establishing a majority. 

3. When the Jer;s constitute a mnjority, self-government shall be 
guaranteed, 

Mr. Lipaky en.id that he would not be antisfied r:ith this, sinee there 
wns laoking any intent to create the oonditions set forth. 

Dr. Goldmnnn said he thought no useful purpose could be gained by the 
oontinunnce of thia discussion. 

Responding to Judge Levinthal 1s hypothetical question, Dr. Goldmann 
emphasized that "as maey Jews aB possi blo II was too vngue a phrase for nocept
ance i it must be me.de clear tho.t the needs of the Jev:ish people mu.st be the 
criterion for imnigration. Moreover, in his opinion, it ~as bad tactics to mnke 
ooncessions of any kind now. !afore the Assecbly there r,ill be elections; nt 
the Assembly ohanges CM be mo.de in phraseology with n view to securing unnnimi t:, 
if that beoomes necessary, However, Dr. Goldmann pointed out, the uhole con
ception thRt there will be n peaee oonferenoe nt whioh Zionists will be able to 
present o united progrom is, in hie opinion, erroneous. Aa he sees it, there 
r;ill be n lolll .Armistice period during which the world will be rebull t and fni t 
occomplia created. It is to this period that Zionists mu.st direct their ntten
tion, nnd it is important to beo.r this in oind. 

Mr. Szold asked Ir. Goldmann whom he had in mind as having the aotual 
governmental authority in Palestine during the Arr.iistioe period, if the present 
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nolonlal Governcent persists in the White Pnper policy. 

Ir. Goldmann snid that, under such circumstances, he hoped for i\nglo
hmerican oontrol. 

Dr. Goldstein bro~ht up the discussion of the lu:leric~ Jer.ish Assembly. 
In his opinion, it would be unwise to hnve ideological discussions before the 
elections of delegates to the Assembly, w~ch ~ight crystallize the position 
of opp~nenta of the :Biltmore program. The Ar.lerican Jewish CoIDL it tee is not a 
L.cmc.geneous unit, They ore apprehensive on the follo\71ng scores: ( 1) dio.spo1·0. 
no.tionnliem; (2) if Jewish control of irlcigration, whnt ,1111 be the instrurJon·i; 
of control? In Dr. Goldstein's opinion, the AJC ~as not so much opposed to Jew. 
iah control of immigration, ns it was opposed to control by the present Jewish 
Agency in which it had no confidence. If his assumptions were correct, thnt 
these two factors are the chief obstacles in the way of unity with the Oot141ittee; 
then the problem of their opposition would easily be solved by: 

(l) Assuring them that the whole problem of dinsporn nntionnlisa does 
not enter into the discussion at ell. 

(2) If it were possible to cooe to M ndvance agreement ~1th the 
Cor.unittee, they might be willing to accept ir.1I7ligrntion under Je~
ish control. The words "1::1elf .. governing Corrnonwenl th" follcv;ing 
creation of a Jewish majority night, for exar.1ple, be substituted 
for 51 Jewish Cor.:imonwea.lth. 11 Every effort should be mnde to ooi1e 
to an agreement before the elections. 

Mr. Shu.l.mM thought it \7ould be a r.1istoke to o.ttempt nt this ueeting 
to !ortmlnte o. possible basis of comprouise. His position was that ~e are pnrt 
of the World Zionist ~~veraent nnd work uith the ~orld Zionist Executive; it is 
impossible for us to tolce one position vis-n-v1s Zionists nnd nnother nt the 
Assembly. If we find, ns a result of preliQinnry d.isou.ssion& 9 thnt there ie no 
difference in sllbstn.noe between what they nre willing to nccept o.nd our program, 
then we might chnnge the longu.nge. But if there are fundaarentol . differences, 
then we must haven clear idea of whnt we expect to nocomplieh nt the Asseobly. 
We should know that if fo.oed with o. question of compromises on subato.noe, then 
we will rnther insiat on n majority and a minority resolution. 

He emphasized thnt we IJU.st not whittle down the Zionist program, bu~ 
this should not prevent us froo seeking to ascertain to whnt extent we could got 
the CoLuittee to go along with them. It mu.st be recembered that the Arierican 
Jewish Cocmittee ie an ir.-rportnnt political fnotor in Washington and it \7ould b~ 
well to remove ns many obstacles as possible frot1 the po.th of political action. 

Mr. ~ertheirn disagreed ~1th Mr. Shulman's point of view. In his 
opinion trying to get the Committee to come into the Assembly, lmo~ing that thev 
~ill not agree to the Zionist program, would strengthen, rnther thnn ~eaken, 
our politionl position in Washington. 

Mrs. Epstein said that agreement on a formula was more or lees mean
ingless, sinoe all formulae were open to various interpretations. She dis
agreed with Dr. Goldstein's suggestion that no attempt should be oode to 
orystallize a point of view before elections; on the contrary, we should, like 
all people under similar cirownstnnces, make clear our position. 



.... . 

- 3 -

Mr. Szold revie~ed the tenor of discussions which the Office OomrJittee 
had held on post-~nr plans. A distinction hnd been □ade between details and 
substnnce; between procedures and ulticnte aims. These distinctions must be kept 
in mind as the discussion proceeds. 

Thus fnr the point had been cade that, so far as procedure in dealing 
with governments is concerned, it is un~ise to go into details. This is correct. 
'1.7hat constitutes a detail is, of course, a question of jude,:-ient. No one can tell 
what the position will be as to ~hat is properly a 11 deta1l" when n decision mutl+. 
be mnde~ If we proceed with a certain assumption, we nay find that the factr. a.re 
otherwise, l3u.t we must discuss all problerJB on the basis of the Bilttmore resolu
tion. 

In previous discussions, serious consideration ~as given to the inter
stitial period, There was general agree□ent on ComrJonuenlth, on Jewish majority, 
and on unrestricted iI:ll:ligrntion. There was discussion on the interim period be
fore the CocrJonwealth is actually established. Various plans uere considered in 
connection uith trusteeship: Great Britain, joint t;rusteeship r.ith the United 
Stntes, the United Nntions, or, possibly a soall nation to be delegated as the 
administrative body. 

Mr. Szold suid he uas cueh concerned by this discussion; thnt we our
selves were in dnnger of losing sight of our gonl the Com□on~ealth, by bearing 
down so heavily on the interi□ period. miat was to be avoided was this period 
of trusteeship. A long trusteeship, however ~ell intentioned, r:11q lose us the 
Cou~1on~ealth. He recalled that nfter the last war there was a clear directive. 
This, however, led to the TThite Paper of 1939 in 20 years. He believed that 
similar results would be likely under any trusteeship, However clear the direct
ive, in the process of trusteeship another i7hite Paper of 1939 will be the result? 
One way to avoid this is to hnve a Jewish State iar.1ediately; another way is a 
Jewish provisional governnent at once. There r.1oy be other ways if the primary 
point that Palestine r.tust becoue n Je~ish country is ~greed to, and if there is 
the will to have it - but r.ithout delny. 

If, for instance, the war ends nnd the anti"}athetio British Colonial 
Adr.linistration is still in Palestine, how will it:JI:1igrntion tnke place? Perhnpg 
one possibility would be in case the oovenent of the oroies pernitted a military 
goverllLlent to have possession of Palestine, with clear directives from the victor~ 
ious powers tJ10.t Jeus r.1ust cone in nucbers. 

Mr. Szold so.id thnt he was clear about one rJD.tter: whatever the o,urse 
of negotiations as to details, one thing r.JU.st continually be kept in mind: that a 
long trusteeship, ho~ever benevolent nnd however ~ell intentioned, cay ulticate
ly defeat the objeotive of the goal of the Cor.T.1onwealth, and should be avoided~ 

He repented ne~s expressed at previous oeetings tiith reference to the 
Jewish cinority position in nn Arab political federation. 

UNITED NA'l'IONS REPRESENTATION 

The discussion then led to a consideration of the proposal that the 
Jewish Agency seek representation at1ong the United Nations. 

Dr. Goldonnn said thllt the l:Ultter was n var:, OOLlplex one -- various pro-
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posals, such as a Jewish Gr\vernnent-in-Exile, were being sponsored by the ReviAiur.
ists. ':'Ins represented nn extrer.1e forr.1 of ga.luth nntionalisr.1, to mich he would 
be definitely opposed. The only possible c~urae would be to Reek a unique etatuq, 
\7::. thout p"'."ececlent :- o.i:1ong the un:;. ted Nations i nar.1ely that the Jewish Agency shnulii 
'he ;4ecr,gntzed. by the United Nntions a~ having so□e offj.cial sto.tu3 in relation t~ 
';he pr-':>bleo of ?alestine. Tris had :.nny difficulties. but wns wort-h coneidering, 

In dis~~ssing +.his, Mr. Shul□nn pointed out it oust be borne in oind toot 
the non- Zionists are entitled to 50% of the represcnto.ti,)n on the ; ,gency, and 'P.ou:'.d 
Gt' r+.: -~-n:y c..lo.in a. voice 1!1 s·1.tch n ::ia.jor decisiJno 

Mr .. Neur.mnn recalled n speech nf Gen:i.toz· P13ppor 1 '3 in which he s·;,igge13 t 9r1. 
'jhg ~ t'1e United Nn tions be viewed as the successors to the League of Nn:~J.onF. a!'G 
~he.1.•efore assuned its obl:J.gations. 

Judge Levinthal believed that if it \7ere the right course to seek some 
special representation ru:iong the United Nntiona: J.,ne difficul tios should nt')'t detel' 
us. The; Mc)l1.date for Pn.le:-3+ine hnd been recognized by 52 nn.tions of the wo::-ld; 
Jewish Pales~ine is nn ally of the United No.~ions Find d.:td offe::- ralli te.ry h;.,J.IJ ·r.c 
Great Britain on behal:f.' vf the Je,d.sh .Agency. A Vl;Jry go0c1. ua.se cuuld be mac.e "ut 
for the right of the Jewish .Al!,ency for. sor.1e representation nr.1oq; the Uni ~ed Na+,ion s 
with respect to the considera~ion of ?nlestine~ 

N.ir. Shertok said this wa.s the kind of question \1hich was legnl in forn~ 
but political in suhato.nce, and is orgoni ~o.lly connect;ed wi·~h the whole quas1;lon 
of the political orientation of the great po\7ers towards Pn~estine. If th~r do 
not adopt our r.10.in policy legal excuses can be found to excvide us. If we score 
politically, the lego.l nsp~ct- will tnke care of itRelf. As regnrds the particip& · 
tion of non-Zionists, Mr. Shertok said he would not r:lsk lusing the good will nnd 
position tho.t the Jewish Agency had by virtu ; of its recognition in the Mn.nda~;er 

Mr. Lip~ey so.id that the cla.in of 6C0,00C Jews in Palestine for considdr~ • 
tion ~as one which could not be ignored. The right of these people to be re
presented by nn agent does not involve a political decision, but oerely the right 
to plend a case. 

Dr. Goldnrum agreed with Mr. Shertok thnt the Cl'UX of the natter was 
politio~.l. If the United Nntions did not recognize our cla.i . to a Cor.u:ionwenlt:i, 
they would surely not give us representation. 

There was no action, but it ~as generally agreed that the probleo of 
representation in the United Nations t1erited further consideration within the 
politicnl prograo. 

Mr. N8W:1a.nn brought tl.e discussion bank to the question of the transi t.icn 
period. He asked Mr. Shertok ho~ he envisaged introducing Araericnn partici~o.ti~n~ 
(a) Would the British ho.ve any interest in introducing the United Stntee as a 
factor, and (b) would the United St~tes have an interest in entering. At present 
the British stond by the White Paper ond have given no indication of a retreat 
freo it. 

Mr. Shertok answered that the w!1.ole question should be put against a 
wider background, naz:.,ely, that of Anglo-.Aoericnn collnborntion in the world. If 
the United States nnd England should find therJselvee at varinnce on cardinal line ~ 
of policy, they will not be likely to single out Palestine for oollo.boro.tion. 11u •. 
it they ngree to act Jointly on ao□e r.10.tters, they 1.ia,y single out Palestine as or. ; 
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such sphere. flith regard to l3rita1n 1 s willingness to welcor.ie the collaboration 
of the United States, Mr. Shertok· said that sooe of his ~ritish interlom1t.0~A 
of their own initiative proposed .J\nglo-.Aoerican collaboration. For the Britjsl4 

this r.!ight be a. 11face-so.ver 11 vis-a-vis the Arabs. 

On the question of cilitnry control during the interio period. Mr. Sher
tok said that it was not a sinple catter. Palestine was conquored 25 years ag~. 
It is now under an e□ergency regioe and all power is vested with the High C n
oissioner. !there is no poner ~hich the British GovernrJent oo.n exercise in ~he 
United Kingdoo tho.t the High Cot1r.1issioner cannot exercise in Palestine. Mll~tJ,..-i/ 
control is not the crucial point -- rJint is crucial is a regice which shall re 
purely ter.1porary and not sensitive to outside pressure. It is urgent that the 
President of the United States be inforoed of our dec1ll.llds • so that in the eveni; 
of .Anglo-Aoerican collaboration on Palestine, we oey have his sympathy. 

JE\7ISH .ARMY COMMITTll 

Mr. Shertok was asked his advice on the question of dealing with the 
Jewish lfroy CorJOittee. 

He said that in Jerusaleo the line hos been consistently and unanicous
ly against any forn of oooperntion with any Revisionist organization under con~ 
ditions of equality. The Revisionists have been invited to cor.1e back to the 
World Zionist Organization. but they have not yet replied. They were, however, 
invited to join the Joint :Ehergenoy Cor.ir.1ittee in Palestine to deal with the 
European Je~ish situation and accepted. 

The nee ting wae adjourned at 4: 30. 
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SPEOI.AL MEETING 
of 

AMERICAN DmRG!aiOY COMMITTEE FOR ZIOBIST AFFAIRS 

HOTEL COMMODORE, APRIL 29, 1943, 3:30 P.M. 

PRESENT: Dr. Wise (presiding), members of the full l!mergency Committee; 
representatives of the governing boards of Hadassahi Zionist 
Organization of .Amerioa\ Poale Zion; M1zraoh1. 

AMERICAN JEWISH OONFEBENOE: 

Miss ~enjamin outlined the rules of election for the American Jewish 
Qonferenoe as formulated by the Executive Committee of the .American Jewish Con
ference. 

After some iieausaion on procedure, it was a.greed that the meeting 
devote 1,aelf to a oonsideration of a united Zionist action in regard to the 
Conferenae, and how Zionist efforts might be coordinated to secure as large a 
majority as possible in the elections. 

Mr. 1riseh offered a motion calling on all Zionist bodies to eleftt 
candidates on the basis of the Biltmore Resolution. 

Discussion followed the motion: 

Mr. Weisgal stated that Zionist members of the Executive Committee 
of the American Jewish Oonference exhibited no unity o! action with regard to 
important problems arisin& in oonneetion with the Conferenoe whioh might vital
ly affe~t the oharaoter of the Conference. It was essential thataft result of 
this meeting Zionists should unite on a program of aetion. / 

Mr. Wertheim said there were two distinct problems: Zionist action 
with regard to Palestine and Zi~niat action with regard \o other problem& which 
will be on the agenda of the Oonferenoo. 

As far as the Zionist program waa conoerned, Mr. Wertheim thought no 
conoesaions should be made - eoncessions will not satisfy extremists on either 
aide. He believed that all Zionists should be bound by the Biltmore program • 

.Judge Levinthal said that no Zionist, whether of the ZOA or any other 
body had made aey statement or at any time expressed a.nj" view which would lead 
any reasonable person to believe that he was not behind every plank in the 
Biltmore program. One of the ZOA spokeemen had said that all Zionists are 
united in support of the !iltmore program, but we might want to secure unan
imity, rather than a majority, in whioh ease it might be neoesaary in addition 
to the Biltmore Resolution to offer another resolution whioh would be unanimous
ly carried. Su.ch a taotio might be bad Judgment, but it certainly in no wq 
implies lack: of support of the Biltmore program. 

Mr. Segal said that the ~11\more program was a good one, but even 
that program might be bettered from the Zionist point of view; e.g. the Resolu
tion of the Labor Zionists adopted at the Pennsylvania Hotel might conoeivably 
be oon1idered a better Zionist program. 

He was noi at all oonvinced that the Conference was a good idea. It 
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seemed t• him as plans developed that the .Americo.n Jewish Committee was putting 
Zionists on the defensive and in a defeatist mood. He ncoused many of the 
Zionist organizations of being more ooncerned with their or1n prestige thnn wi th. 
the program, If Zionist interests are not protected, the Conference will be n 
disservioe, rather than a service, to the Zionist movement. The .Aanerican Je1,7.,_sh 
Committee must be convinced that public sentiment is so passionately concernot 
that it will not tolerate o.ny program other than the Biltmore. 

Robbi Gellman said that there was no defeatist attitude. On the oon~• 
trary, opposition to the Conference came from Zionists who wn.ntod no compromiro~. 
He expressed a lack of confidence in the current lendership of the Zionist mo~e
ment in Ainerica. Mizrnchi would not join the Con.ferenoe unless it were give~ th~ 
absolute assurance that the v,bole Biltmore progrom would be brought to the 0,"n, ~ 
fcrence. 

Dr. Goldrnnnn snid that the whole question was one of an approach to thtl 
Assembly in terms of effectiveness. Zionists should not be characterized as 
11 good 11 or "bad" Zionists because that made fruitful discussion impossible. He 
believed it r.ould be impossible to a.ehieve a unanimow decision at the Oonfer
enoe on the basis of the Biltmore program- But he could, for example, imagine 
a program demanding o. Jewish ma.Jori ty in Palestine, Jewish control of immigrr~
tion and a Oomnonweal th, which would be unanimously accepted and ;vhich r.ould 
alao be oooepto.ble to Zionists. If the Oonferenoe wore conceived 1n terms of 
seouring unonimity, then we might have to conaider a compromise in the phrasing 
of the Biltmore Resolution. Bu.t this does not imply o. lack of loyalty to Zion
ism. The problem is one of judgment and tactics and in Dr. Goldmann 1 s opinion 
it would be bad judgment nnd bad tnetios to moke any compromises whatsoever at 
this point. Zionists must eleot delegates to the Asaembly on the basie of ad
herenoe to the full Biltnx,re program. If Ponlc Zion a.nd Mizrachi want addition
al plonks representing their special interests t .... ey a.re entitled to 1 t. 

He offered the follo\7ing motion ns a substitute for Mr. Frisch 1s, which 
was accepted by lVJr. Frisch and unanimously pns sed: 

It is resolved that the Biltmore Hotel Platform is binding upon all 
Zionist groups ns their program in the eleotions to the .American Jewish Confer•
ence, as far o.s our demnnds for Pnlestine are concerned; a. oommi ttee on ooordin-• 
ation, composed of two representatives of all organizations constituting the 
American Dnergenoy Committee for Zionist Affairs (no.med by the organizations) 
shall work out a program for the maximum coordination of Zionist forces in the 
elections, and aubmit their proposals to a seoond meeting of this body to be 
called next ~eek. 

Mr~~ aaid that whether one did or did not aocept the Biltmore \ 
progrnm, 1t-w~e official program of the Zionist movement and, therefore, 
bindixg. Vbatever the :f'unotion of the Conference, Zionists must protect their 
basic demo.nds for Palestine as expressed in the Biltmore program. He was there
fore opposed to aey further negotiations with the American Jewish Conmittee be,. 
fore the Conferenoe, and reoonmended thnt Zionists go to the Conference with a 
united politioal front to protect the right of Jews to Palestine. If any ehnngeF 
are to be mde 1n tho Biltmore program that is on internal Zionist problem and 
not pa.rt of the agendo. of the Conferenoe. 

Judge Bothenberg took exception to the laolc of confidence in American 
Zionist leadership expressed by Mr. Gellman. He said thnt the ZOA leadersh1~ 
had octuoll~ initiated the Biltmore progrrun ond pointed to its activities in 
connection with the 93 rabbis, the Iohud, the .American Jewiah Committee, etc. 
as indicating vigorous and whole-hearted ndherenoe to the !iltmore program. 

/ 
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On the speoifia issue of Zionist unity at the Oonferenoe, Judge Rothen
berg agreed that it would be harmful to enter into any negotiations which would 
tend to weaken or compromise the Zionist program. As a matter of fact, the ex
ecutive at Pittsburgh bad certainly made it clear that no negotiations were to 
be entered into with the American Jewish Committee separately. He deplored ~he 
faot that, despite the strictures, negotiations, even though informal. in ehora~
ter, had been entered into. 

He offered the following motion which was unanimously passed: 

The members of the Executive Committee of the .American Jewish Oonferenc .. • 
representing any constitunt organization of the .American Energenoy Committee 
fer Zionist .A.ffairs shall make no coamitments within the Executive Oonmittee o~ 
the .American Jewish Conference, nor undertake a.ey negotiationa looking to the 
m•dification of the Pittsburgh platform, or the !iltmore Resolution without se
ouring the approval of the Bnergeney Oomn1ttee. 

During the course of the discussion, the question of Zionists, as in
dividuals, or as groups, retaining membership in the American Jewish Conmittee, 
was brought up. The SU8gestion was made that such membership was a disservice 
to Zionism. Mrs. Pool took the position that the membership of Zionists, i~ 
dividuala and organizntione, on the American Jewish Conmittee was a real eervioe 
to Zionism. Frequent}¥ they c~uld interpret the Zionist point of view and in
fluence, to some extent, the character of the thinking nnd action of the Oommi t ·tce .,i 

Mrs. Halprin asked Dr. Goldmonn whether his motion applied only to the 
election&, or was to be oonsidered as binding within the Conference, where the 
qu.eation of changing the phraseology of the !11 tmore Resolution might be brought 
up. She believed it important to clarify this. 

Mrs. Pool said that she understood that Zionist delegates to the Oon~ 
ferenoe were to be elected on the basis of the :Biltmore program. She, too, asked. 
whether individuals would then be bound by this at the Oonferenoe. She recalled 
that, according to the constitution of the World Zionist Congress, members could 
not be bound in their voting. She said that she would feel bound by the decision 
of the National Board of Hadassah, but oould not be bound by any other action. 

Ik-. Goldmo.nn said that this was not a valid question. 
as follows: All Zionist delegates to the Oonferenoe a.re to be 
basis of the Biltmore program. The qu.estion of taotios at the 
be discussed at this meeting. 

'l'he situation was 
eleoted on the 
Oonferenoe cannot 

~e only problem confrontirg the meeting was coordinating the Zionist 
position in respect of the eleotiona. How to proceed at the meeting waa ~ 
question to be taken up by the Pittsburgh execu.tive comnittee and o.t the Oon
f'erenoe. 

Mdendum: In the minutes of the meeting of the Office Committee of Maroh 
30th, lk'. (JQldstein•a name was inadvertently omitted from the 
11st of those present. 



Mr. Arthur Lourie 
Arner. Er.lergency Con. for Zionist Affairs 
New York City 

Dear Ivir. Louriel 

31 Wo Liiosholu Par~'7ay 
Ne,,., York, May a, 1943 

I have your letter of MAy 6t~, !nvlting ne t.o a n~oting of the Office Ccnnittee 
on May 10th. I shall not s.tter.d t:ie neeting, nnd sho"Jj_d apprecicJ.te it if you ,..,ould 
kindly read this note to the CormitteGo 

!n ac.dition to a heavy :a.u: c,f tea~h1.r.g 1 r8seP.r~·-h a1~d ,.,~i~inr,, I devote a n x:in
uo of ny linited t::ne c.nd. t>::.:.erf;y t:, Z:1:.-::1ien t:n,i to otb~r J'e ,:-r:.:~b a,."1.d general libe~"al 
caus8s. I can be p~tic·.1::..a:i:-ly ur.c3ful to the ZJ.():1:l:-;t ,.,au~e tt:"''. :•Uf1h the field of ~c.r.t1l 

arship, and have given la'✓iBl~y of □1 tine 'GO u:for·ts ('Ouri'3::;te.~ \.,!th research, anP .. l.y- ~. 
and clarificationo I fee:.~ the:::-e:'o:,."'e, that frit<1d3 an:l co -•w)rl,er·s ought to be r.1~:::- ..1 

considerate of 11y tine, and cught not trcnble nb rri th f:-u.i tle~R political ncgotia ::.J.r: . • 
The protracted negotiRtions about the Arab--Jewich Relntio~s Gonnittee ! con&lder 
fruitlessu 

The issue appears to be perfectly clear~ The ter11s of reference drafted tr 
the Energency Conr.ittee were vague,. Sin~e shndrwr- •box:t'!'lg vro·.1ld do no one any gc,0d 7 .:: 

took sufficient tine to draft a 0oaprehe~!3ivo 1~ ·'lan CJf V:o::-}~ 1i ,, Ic the introducJ:.l )T. 

to the "Plan", I say specifically thnt the plan ~.n l:fRr too conp!'ar..ePsive for the 
lir.iited facilities of the A-cab "Qlctr.rlsh Relrtione O~·nni·~~ee .. ;t F\ .• r-:.her·nu:"43, I se:y th~ . ... 
vre need not "of necesaity ur.de:·tnke an exnn:uiation of e-·.:ery RE!Je~t of the ArAl'>
Jeviish probler1 •.• I an of opinion, hot1;ever> that out' Conni:.~ee ul:.m1ld 8nvisog~ the 
problen in conprehensive terns, and that m1y que tion or (!U.e!:it:.cns selec·c .... d for re
seArch or nnalysis should be r-ec·ognized and treat~d as pRrt of the total issue o.f 
Arab- .J evrish relR tions., 11 

If the Arab-.Je~ish Relatione Con11i ttee ,..ere o public body concerned i·rith 
political negotiation, or if it issued public stnter~e~1ts, t~1ere nJ.f-:ht. be l8r,~-.tj_ria~·-t: 
grounds for apprehension. Eilt sin<!e our 1·•ork is p:-i••rE1tes if' not confident:1.nl, n.rd 
s:i.nce our func-cion is to subnit f'i~dings to the parent Zionie,·c politir.;al boA.iei:,, ,.,1,y 
hns there been so persistent an nttenpt to hrinpcr· the ~~rk c·f th~ Conr1ittee~' Cnn i-+-; 
be that the politi~al leaders rerient the exaninntion of cert~in i~su8s even in 
CA..nera? 

J11dge LevinthRl rras present Rt the lnst neetinf' of the Connittee, and he 
ea~ how the 1•ork is co:idu~t.ed An excllent paper ,:rras pret:i~nted on the subject of 
iMnigratiiono Dr. Tar·takoi,rer exan::.ned all i:,h· ses of the problen -- the past, the 
pre3ent and the p:-obnblc fut.urf; l.lnder R Ccn!"lc,nn,:alth, during the 1ftransitior.i.", even 
under bi~ nntiona.L:.~mc Evel'yo:ie p:ce~ent l'•aa please1 ,iri th the discussion, and no one 
suggested nrtificial linitso W'r~ then the ar..:xibty, 

I an forced to the conclusion that the anx!ety centers in persons, not in 
principles9 !f that is so, the Office Con'1i tte8 rrould do n ~er11t,~e to All of us by 
speaking plainly. I fo:r one hnve no desire to fori:!e ny !f!=•lann or nyseJ.f. upon ar.yone" 
If ny contribution is not desired or not required, I -rouli.l readily ,-rj_ thdrair.r nnd de.
vote r.iy tine to ny o,vn research whi~h nay yet r1rove of conDid~rnble vr1.lue to the Je, ~ 
ish cause. It is not so inportant who does the investif;~t.tr.£.; of basic questiot1s in 
Zionier1. But it is inperative thl.t the questions be exnnined with conp:.tence ana de-• 
tachnent. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) OSCAR I. Ji~NOWSKY 
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( Despat,ched May 9, 1943) 

NLT RABBI STEPHEN WISE 41 EAST 42 STREET NEW YORK 

JERUSALEM 

RE ARRANGEMENTS FOR EDUCATION POLISH CHILD REFUGEES FBOM TEHE-T:UN CONSIDER 

IT DUTY INFORM YOU THAT SO FAR ONLY 716 BOYS GIRLS ARRIVED PALESTINE 

FROM TEHERAN AND NOT 1000 AS aUMOUR1YL01~GERS AGSERT STOP OF THESE 72 PLACED 

IN BABY EOMES WITH RELATIVES AND IN HOSPITALG STOP OF REMAINING 644 

ARRANGED 346 IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONAL EST~LISHME}JTS OF WHICH 278 IN 

MIZRACHI SE'.i'TLEMElTTS IUSTITUTIOHS 32 IN AGUD.A.."9: IS:aAEL INSTITUTIONS 

36 IN AEAVA AND BETH YEHOSHUA STOP 298 SENT TO GENERAL AND LA:BOUR 

INSTITUTIONS AUD SETTLEMENTS OF THESE 2G3 ABOVE AGE 14 WHO THEMSELVES 

INSISTED BE SENT THESE PLACES STOP OF REMAIUU1G 95 BELOW AGE 14 GREAT 

MAJORITY FROM UNRELIGIOUS HOMES. OR HAVE OLDER BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO 

HAVE GONE TO LA.BOUR AND GENERAL SETTLEMENTS -rllJD WRO NOT WISH TO BE 

SEPARATED FROM THE STOP IN ONLY GOME 30 OF THESE 95 CASES HAVE ANY 

COMPLAIUTS Bh~ MADE FROM INTERESTED BODIED AND THESE COMPLAINTS NOW 

BEil!G nmsTIGATED YOUTH ALIYAH OFFICE STOP AGUDAH DISSEMINATING 

EX...;.GGERATED FALSE ST.n.TEI✓iENT RE TEHERAN CHILDREN WITH AIM D' GING 

ZIONIST IMTElli:ST S!OOP x:;:nDLY IUFORM EMERGEUCY COMMITTEE 

(SIGNED) RABBI JUDA LEIB FISHMAN 
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CONFIDENTIAL ,/,114 

MINUTES OF OFFICE COMMITTEE l@TINO 
AMERICAN UROWCY OOIJiMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Ma.v 10, 1945 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the Anerican Emergency Committee 
for Zionist Affairs was held on Monday, May 10, 1945, at 8 P.M., at 41 E. 42nd St. 

PRESENT• Judge Levinthal (presiding), Messrs, Cruso, Gold, Goldstein, Neumann, 
Rothenberg, Shulman, Szold, WertheimJ Mesdames,Ha.lprin, Jacobs, Pool. 

Messrs. Goldmann, Levavy, Lourie, Shetzer, Weisgal. 

By invitation• Dr. Halkin. 

Pmt,F;OATION OF RUSSIAN JEWRY • 

Dr. Goldmann reported that a delegation of t"ro delegates representing 
Russian Jewry was at present in Teheran en route to the United States. The State 
Department has issued visas and will establish priorities for the two delegates, 
one of whom is both a Yiddish poet and a Colonel in the Russian Army. The Jewish 
Artists Coomittee for Russian War Relief, who have arranged for the visit, pro
posed that the Zionists might want to eponsor the reception. Such sponsorship on 
the part of the Zionists would mean that all meetings in connection ~ith the re
ception of the delegates would have some Zionist connotationJ i.e. resolutions 
which were passed 1'70Uld have a Zionist character character, etc. It is also con
templated that a delegation of American Je~rs might pay a return visit to Russia. 

Dr. Goldmann said that in his opinion this ~as a great opportunity for 
Zionists to make a friend].y gesture and do r,hatever is possible to min the syrn
patey of Russia for the Zionist cause. He had discussed the matter ~~1th Dr. 
Weizmann who agreed that Zionists should join in sponsoring the visit. Russia 
v.rill play a large part in the poet-war settleMent of the Near and Middle East prob
lems, and her friendly interest and support ~ould be of inestioable political val
ue to us. Our sponsorship of this delegation would probably ae~ure Zioniet re
presentation in any de~egation going to Russia. Perhaps the Emergency Comnitte~ 
would not ~rant to undertake to sponsor the reception officia~, but leading Zion
ists should certainly be part of the reception committee. But in that case they 
muet be in a position to do so ~rithout being sniped at by fello~Zionists. It 
~as important to decide, at least in principle, our attitude toward the proposal, 
eince the delegation nould be here shortly and if the Zionists did not participate 
in sponsoring their trip, the Oomnunists and those groups mhich go along rrith them, 
oertai~ would. 

Moreover, the delegation obviously has the consent of the state Depart
ment, ~hich has issued visas. Although ~e raust bear in Mind the pitfalls and dan
gers, the opportunity for attempting to make contaot ~1th Russia and Russian Jf!f'rr'Y, 
hich has been shut off fron coomunication vrith morld Je~ for 20 years, should be 

utilized for the benefit of the Zionist cause. 

A discussion followed Dr. Goldmann's report. 

Mr. Szold asked his opinion of the danger of Zionists becoming, through 
participation on the reception comnittee for the lllasian delegation, identified 
in the public eye 1"7ith Ooomunieo. 
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Dr. Goldmann said that the Reception Cocrnittee should be composed not only 
or Zionists, but of other representatives of the Ar.lerican Je,-rish coornmity, also 
like ourselves non-Ooonunist in ~ha.racte~~ There. mp~ certainly a danger of being 
deliberately r.lisunderstood in ooue 4ual·ters, but this could, he thought, be mat 
and should not outweigh the possible benefit of a direct and friendly contact ~1th 
Russia. 

Mr. Oruso said that the Executive OonMittee of the Poale Zion had not yet 
made a decision. In the course of their discussion on the sv.bject, the vie~ h~d 
bet:n expressed that the matter did ?!Ot come within the jurisdiction of the Gff:lce 
Cominittee. The del~gation is coming to roake contact nith all American Jerrr-y and 
not only the Zionists, it raised ia~uea ,7hich vrere t~A cotcern of th,:~ w,,rlrl z:·.on-
ist Executive also perhaps of the Americah Jev,ish Oongr~ss. There ~~s gbneral 
recognition ot the value of eetablishil1g friendly relations, it possible, with 
Russian Jewr'f and nth Russia, but there is no aesurahde that that will be achieved 
in that wcq, or that there rill be a retut-n Jenish delegation to Russia m.th Zionist 
representation, or even that it vrill be officially received by the l\lssian govern
ment. The rieks involved are greater than the dubious benefits ~hich eight result. 

Mrs, Pooi said that in her opinion establishing contact ~ith Russian Jewry 
was so important that it ~as 1"0rth taking a great maJV ri~ks. Dr. Weizrne.n.~ approves 
the idea. It Might be advisable to coneult Jerusalem and Lor.don, but certainly the 
matter ~as rithih the purvier, of the Office Committee~ She urged that the natte~ be 
regarded froo a positive point of view. 

Mr. Weisgal nlso took issue ,-rith Mr. Cruso and considered this a natter 
within the jurisdiction or the Office CoM~ittee. He snid that Zionists were prone 
to take the saoe position with regard to Oomnunists as they had been taking for the 
p~st twenty years, without regard to the ~ar find all thL: changes thRt it had brought . 
It is clear that the Zionists are not pro-Oonouniat, nor TTill this action iopl.y that 
they are, This action should be viewed only as it is a service to the Zionist cause 
Of course, there are no guarantees that a return dolegation ~111 be received, of tha· 
there will be Zionist representation on it. But, 1£ the Zionists do not participate 
in the reception oonmttee, it ie certain that they, will not be represented on any 
delegation to Russia. 

On the question at referring the natter to the Executive, Palestine has 
made its attitude clear - they have nade every effort to be friendly \"Tith Russian 
Jemry and ~1th the Russian governnent. 

Judge Rothenberg agreed that Zionists ehould try to benefit fron the sit
uation, but pointed out the man, dangers and risks. Anerican J~-rrry ia in quite a 
different position froo the Yishuv. American Jewry must bear in nind not only the 
relationship to Russia, b\.\t the relationship to the Unit~d States, ~hich is vaetlymo: 
important. It I!lu•t be borne in nind that there ie a trenendoua 81'lount of hostility 
to Oommuniem in this country. He deplored the tact thAt the first delegation from 
Russia to the United States should hB.ve been an all-J"e1"ish one, but that ne the tac·, 
and there vrae nothing to be done about it, He proposed that the sponsorship might 
proper:cy be turned over to the Joint Oonnittee tor European Jerrieh Affairs, on ~hioh 
Zionists were represented. Thia t'TOUld allon for Zionist sponsorship end, at the sam 
time, not give the inpresaion that it ,,.as sponeotecl onlf by Zionists. 

Rabbi Gold expressed his agreeMent ,-,1th the position taken by Dr. Goldman 
and Mr. WeiagAl. 

Dr. Ooldatein said he had a1~q• advoellted the policy toward &leeia which 
would best aerve Zioniaa. The Zionist politiOal situation ia very bad and it ia 
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regrettable that up to now they have not sought Russia's friendship. It should be 
made clear that Zionists in Anerica feel tov,ard Soviet Russia just ns does the 
Yishuv. In hie opinion, Zionist participation in the welconing of the Russian del
egation should be a leading one R.nd shou:i..c! not be as a snall part of a larger cor.i-
oi ttee. The opinion of five nillion Anericnn Jerrs nust have sone weight ~,ith Russia, 

Mr. Shulnan said ,•re oust guard against bec.oning involved in a connittee 
sponsored and directed by C,:mnunistsc The co-,sponsorship of the American Jenish 
Oomnittee should be obtained,nlso0 6thers ho co~lJ not possibly be suspected of 
connunist leanings or synpathies. He believed that the natter night properly be 
turned over to the Joint Connittee for -CJuropenn J e~ish Affairs, which was conpcsed 
of all Je~ish org~nizations and mhich ~ould be equipped to handle the natter. T~is 
mould nininize the dangers. 

Mr. tVerthein deplored the fnct that a natter of najor policy such as tn::.~, 
should have to be decided so Quickly. He urged that the organizations be pern:rt·.-;r-d 
to discuss it anong ther.iselves before the Office Oon~ittee renched any conclusiori 
Not only ~ere Zionist considerRtions involved, but the entire nttitude of Anericn t ~ 
Russia, nnd the ... ,hole ideology of socinlisn ,-ri, th ,trhich his · p('~:.. tr rfEidentif.:._ed ~'.lo-" 0-
over, the country would never understand such n sudden reversdi. of poli;;y :~ea' .. Le..:: 
~ithout serious consideration. 

Mr. Cruso pointed out thnt it ,-ras not ns "labor" that the Ponle Zi c,r .. isto c.p,-
posed the Connunists, but ns Zionists. It nny be that there should be n change of 
policy, cut ha urged that the Zionists not eell their friendship "cheap~·"., 'l'hey 
should abide by their nornl convictions And exnot sone connitnonts. Besides , as 
he understood it, the del~gntion is coning as an anti-fascist delegation, and no·~ as 
a Jt;T11ish del~gation. It mould be naive to suppose thnt the attitude of lmasiu to
ward Zionisn 'f'10uld be affected by nhether or not Zionists sponsor a r ecepticn to i,hu 
delegation. There is no parallel bet~recm the si tuntion her e and thnt of the Yj.:Jh\.. w. 

Mrs. Halprin said it ~as n Ooluth qu~stion, peculiarly Anerican in character 
She suspected that the delegation night be coning to counteract the bad inpressicn 
resulting fron the Ehrlich-Alter nurders, ~hich ~ould nruce it very undesirable for u, 
to intervene. It r.! ns, ho't"Tever, rrorth taking the risk if t•-ro conditions twould be -: et . 
naroely, that th~ base of Jemish repreeentation be ~ide and that the Ehrlich-Alter 
nurders are not the issue. Our sponsorship should be given only if the reception 
assuoes the character of support for the ~ar effort of the Russian people. She pro
posed thnt Dr. Ooldnann explore th~ natter further. 

Judge Levinthal said that he understood the purpose of the delegation to be 
tmofoldl to help overcone the inpreesion created by the Ehrlich-Alter nurders and tc 
raise r.oney fron Aoerican Je~y for Russian ~ar relief. He urged that it be borne i: 
nind that the antagonisn of the trade unions and their leaders to Connunisn ni ght af• 
feet the relationship of the latter to Zionists, if Zioniet participation ,~ere nis
represented. He urged, too, that the situation be .further explored and that the cha1 
acter and purpose of the delegation be nsoertained. 

Mr. Neunnnn said that the danger of nisrepresentation of Zionist partici
pation mas very real and ~ould not be lessened by the fact that the United States 
governr:1ent is Also trying to establish friendly relations rri th Russia. Ho1qever, if 
Zionists do decide to go into the reception con~ittee, despite its risks, and he be
lieved that they should, he did not agre~ that they should play a ninor role. On th 
contrary, he urged that they assune a leading role and thus provide the naxinu~ of 
safeguards and control ngainst the dangers. Zionists, in his opinion, ~ere less 
likely than any other group to be tarred "'1th the brush of Oonnuniso. 
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Dr. Ooldna.nn replied to the various points of vie~ expressed as follo~sa 

1. He opposed the natter being turned over to the Joint Ertergency Connittee, It 
is an ad hoc Connittee and the natter is quite outside their terns of referen~ e~ 

2. It ~-rae absurd to talk of not selling our friendship to the R~ssians "cheap,:" 
Zionisn ie in a "Oree political situntion todny thBn at any tine in its historyo 
Russia will play a lending role in deternining the future of the ~o~~tlf ~~e hnG no 
axe to grind in the Near East and is entirely disinterested. Rel" f::·:t end&:1 t t-, '!. ; ,, ,. 

the greatest inporta.nce to the novenento We nust take all possible ft ep ... to •")ec·1.re 
that friendship. 

5. The Jewish nasses in Anerica vrould be deeply stirred by the first del cent.. io.i of 
Russian Jewry. It is a cause for great elation, not only fron the Zionist, but fron 
the genernl J e,..ish point of view. He "as glad that the first delegation to co:.1e 
fro□ the Soviet Union should be Je""7ish and thus give Anerican Jens Rn opport,..:.'1it y t c 
re-establish contact ,rith Ruasian Jewry. 

Dr. Oold!:iann recognized the dangers, but thought they could be saf eguarded 
against. He proposed specifically• (a) that the reception conDittec should net be 
ccnposed only of Zionists, but that Zionists should play the leading role; (bj tha ~ 
it should be nade clenr that the JUter-Ehrlich natter should r.ot figure o:i.1 th~ agendc 
In his opinion that vras not a Je~'lish issue nt nll, but nn issue between Poles a:14. R'.lt. 

siane, or betti1een Socie.lists and Con:runists; (c) n snall aub-connittee should be a~ 
pointed to discuss the character of the reception; the type of resolutions Y'm.ch 
~ould be passed at the neetings; the personnel of the reception con~ittee and the pe! 
sonnel of the return delegation to Russin, if there is one. Perhaps the Enerr,e~cy 
Oonnittee as such should not participA.te in the connittee, but leading Zioniats 
shoul.d. It should be clearly understood, howevt.r, thnt the~r are acting in accoi-dF1:10e. 
~1th Zionist principles if they do; those Zionists ho do not ~ish to pnrticip&te 1 as 
a matter of principle, are free to stay out. 

Mrs. Pool noved that Dr. Ooldnnnn's propos?.ls be Accepted. Rabbi Gold 
seconded the notion. An nnendnent offered by hir. Cruso referring the entire natter 
to the full Energency Connittee v:rns defeated, ru1d Mrs. Pool's notion rras carried. 

It nne understood that nothing in the notion inplies any f'undanental chanr 
of Zionist policy ~ith regard to Ooonunism. In the r.eantine, Dr. Oold~ann wns asked 
to explore the natter further. 

AR4HE1VISH REL 'tTIONS COHLITTEE 1 

Mr. Lourie reported tha.t the experts of the Arab--Je, ish Relntions Connitee 
had be~n invited to attend this neeting 'Mhcre the di~cussion of April 15 mould be 
resumed. He hAd received the attached connunication fron Dr. Jnno~sky. 

Mr. Szold said that the letter called for connent. There had never been 
any idea of objecting to any person on the Arnb-Jewish Relations Coni ,ittee, least of 
all to Dr,Janowsky. Nor had there been any attenpt to hanper the work of the Coo
nittee. The natter ,1as one of jurisdiction as betrreE n the Arnb-Je,·,ish Relations 
Conr.iittee and the political connittee of the Energency ConMittee, 'Mhich is, in fact, 
the Office Connittee for thE= present. Arab-J'e ·1ish relations should be studied by the 
Arab-Jewish Relntions CooMitte~ and political problens nust be considered by the Of
fice Connittee. 

Dr. Goldstein said thBt he did not agree ,-r1th Mr. Se> ld that the problen 
vras one of scope, but of organizationl The set-up, ~hereby the Energency Oormittee 

• 
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assumed joint and equnl partnership with one of its constituent bodies, ~as nrong. 
If there should be a connittee for Arab-J81'?ieh relations in this country, of r 1hich 
he ~as not entirely convinced, then it should be under the sole jurisdiction of the 
Energenoy Oonnittee. 

Mrs. HAlprin said she regretted the tone of Dr. Janoryeky1 s letter. Never
theless, she ureed that the discussion be not along the lines of Dr. Ooldstein1 s 
notion. Such a discussion night have been loP,ioal and tinely n year and a half ago , 
but in view of the fact that there is a functioning con~ittee, and in the light of 
the history behind it, she believed the discus~ion should address itself to person
nel and the terns of reference. She thought it would be nost unfortunate if the 
eo~~ittee, as at present oonstituted, ~ere not to continue. 

Judge Levinthal reported thnt he had attended the last neeting of the 
Arab-Jewish Relations Connittee and had been inpressed by the paper on Innigration 
read by Dr. Tnrtakovrer. At thnt neeting, Dr. Janowsky said he would welcone sug•-• 
geetions fron the Office Cor.mittee on horr, in its opinion, his plan exceeded the 
terns of reference nnd in nhat order the subjects should be studied. It had been 
Judge Levinthnl1s inpression that Dr. Janonsey nould have wanted to be present at 
the meeting tonight to discuss the natter freely and frnnklyo 

Mr. Shulnan nade the point that the various experts on the Arab-Jemish 
Relations Con·1ittee, ,i,hose contribution ns greatly appreciated by everyone, nigh+. 
have be~n able to nake nore effective contributions had enoh of then ~orked sepa~ 4 

atel.y on a particular project. Dr. Jonowsky's proposed plan of ~ork was, in his 
own eetination, too conprehensive for the Ara~e\•rish Relations Connittee to under
take. The problen becane, then, one of selecting and one of the questions was who 
would do the selecting. The Of'fioe Connittee: had no intention of turning over its 
whole political progran to the Arab-Jenieh Relations Connittee for study. The te-r.,e 
of reference either were not clear, or vrere not understood. The crux of the nntt '!:! 
was the disposition of the naterial and the findings of the Connittee. If it were 
to be decided solely by the Energency Connittee , then tho objections to the jurisd:.c 
tional conflicts r.d.ght be net. He urged that Hadassah clarify its attitude ~th r G
gard to the disposition of the findings of the Con~ittee. He believed that the Con 
rnittee ~as doing valuable 't70rk and should not be disbanded, but thnt its scope sho\.2. 
be re-defined and it ehould be clearly understood that the reaults of ite findings 
and the disposition thereof should be solely in the hands of' the Office Con11ittee~ 

Dr. Balkin said that though he was not speaking on behalf' of his oolleagu€ 
on the Connittee, he believed he expressed their attitude. He agreed with Mr. Shuln 
that it night have been m.ser and nore effective had individual tasks been assigned, 
rather than a Co1·mittee set up; it ould have net the needs and had the support of' 
everyone. Hor.ever, the set-up of' the Connittee exists, and its function is to stud} 
the problen of Arab-Je'lffish relations tr.rithin the franevirork of the Jem.sh Coor:ion
wealth. The terns of reference qre quite clea~. However, it becane innediately 
evident thAt a definition and clear understanding of' the tern "OoM'10nvrealth" was 
indispensable to intelligible research on the subject. This in turn involved con
sideration of a variety of associated problems. There was no intention to encroach 
on the territory of' the ~ergency Connittee. The oonprehensiveneas of Dr.Jeno sky'E 
plan steos froo the fact that the consideration of' certain problens oould not be 
eliminated if the studies were to be conducted in scholarly fashion. 

On behalf of the Com1itte~, Mrs. Jacobs enid it would weloor:ie any special 
assigrll!lent and that it was perfectly clear that the OoMoittee was precluded £roe 
making public any of its findings. 
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• On behalf of Hadasse.h, Mrs. Pool said that it ~elconed the participation 

of the Energency Connittee. If Hadassah rrere convinced that the Energency Ooanit
tee ould continue the vrork, it 1~ould be ready Rfter a year of i'Ork, to relinquish 
the Conni ttee to the Ebergency Oon:1i ttee, but in vi~ of all the circunstnnces and 
history of the Cormittee, it mas not yet ready to do that~ 

Judge Rothenberg said he did not understand ,~hy the ,~ork of the Connittee 
should be hanpered or nhy it should be dissolved. It ~as conducting n valuable 
piece of research under the direction of a group of eninent nnd able scholars and 
Zionists should welco□a ito 

Dr. Goldstein snid that the natter was one of fora and he hnd learned that 
if the forn is wrong the substance is also wrong. He said he did not know vrith what 
a priori convictions ne.ny of the nenbera of the .Arab-Jewish Relntions Connittee were 
approaching the problen. Under the existing forn it is quite unfair to nsk the 
~ergency Oonnittee to nssu1le joint responsibility in sponsoring the ~ork of the 
Comnittee. 

He urged that hie notion to dissolve the con~ittee as at present consti-• 
tuted be considered now. (see ninutes of April 15)~ 

Mr. Wertheio said that though he had not agreed to the organizational set~ -· 
up, since the Oonnittee was functioning, he could not understand Phy it should be 
dissolved now, since it ~as doing a useful research ,:,iorko 

Judge Rothenberg ~oved, And Mrs. Pool seconded, to table Dr. Goldstein•s 
motiono 

The notion to table ~as carried, by a vote of 5 to 3. Dr. Ooldatein, 
Mr. Szold and Rabbi Gold voting against it. 

The natter of the circularization of ninutee and nateriRl of the Arab
Jevd.sh Relations Oonnittec ,-ras then discussed. Mrs. JRcobe 1:1ade clear that, as cn-'1i:. ... 
man of the Connittee, she served it only and assuned no responsibility for nateria: 
circulated to anyone on the Hadassah Board or on the Ehergency Connittee. 

It was Agreed that decisions ns to who should receive the naterial 
of the Arab-Jerri.sh Relations Cormittae, outside of the Con. 1ittee itself, nust be 
made by the Office Coo,1ittee. 

Mrs. Pool said she would bring Mr. Shulnnn!s proposal that the Enel.' 
gency Oonnittee should be the sole judge of the disposition to be nade of the find
ings of the Arab-Te~,ish Oo~Mittee before the National Board of Hadassah for discu& 
sion at its next neeting. 

WIZRACHI-YOYTH ALIX&• 
In accordance with a request fron Rabbi Berlin, discussion on this 

matter was postponed for a further oe~ting. 

A.L. 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 
AMERICAN ELiERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

A meeting of th~ American Energency ComMittee for Zionist Affairs was 
held on Monday, May 171 1943, at 3a30 P.M., at 41 East 42nd S~reet. 

PM§ENTa Mrs. Halprin (presiding)~ Miss Benjaoin, Mr. Bublick, Mr. Cruso, 
ltr. Furnansky, Mr. Goldman (left P. z.), 1Ir. Greenberg, Mrs. Jacobs, 
Leib Jaffe, Miss Leibel, Ilr. Lipsky 1 P.abbi Levinthal, Mr. Neumann, 
Mr. Naiditoh, Mrs. Pool, Miss Roth':>ard, Mr. Segal, Mr. Shulman, 
hlrs. Shulraan, lJ!r. Szold, Mr. ,,vertheio. 

Dr. Goldmann; Mr. Lourie, Mr. Veisgal. 

DELEGATION FROM RUSSIA I 

Dr. Ooldcann reported that a delegation of t~o Jews ~as coming to the 
United States froc Russia, on behalf of Russian Jc"Vcy. The Embassy requested 
and was granted priorities and visas. The Je1'7ish Artists and Writers Committee 
for Russian War Relief, who arranged for the visit, pr0posed that the Zionists 
take a leading part in the reception arrangenents. The Office Committee, at its 
meeting on May 10, had agreed to the following suggestions• (a) Zionists should 
be represented on the reception committee in their individual capacities, to
gether with leaders of other Jewish organizations, as individuals. (b) The Alter
Ehrlich murders should not be on the agenda of any meetings; (c) All oeetings 
shall have a pro-Palestine connotation, (d) If a return delegation goes to Russia, 
there shall be a Zionist representative includedo 

SUbsequent to the meeting of the Office Committee, Dr. Goldmann had 
discuased the batter infernally ~ith an official of the State Department who had 
thought the decisions ~ise. 

Mr. Greenberg said that in hie opinion the decision or the Office 
Committee was ill-advised. The delegation that was coming rroo Russia was not 
representative of Russian Jewry, but ~as being sent by a coomittee from Kubyshev 
~hioh represents no orgflnized group in Russia, nhere, as a matter of fact, there 
are no organized groups except congregations. Thia group froo Kubyshev ie self
appointed and• like the Acerican Jevrish Coomittee here, is quite U."ll'epresentative. 
They have had no connection i-rith JeT'1ish life for a. decade, but have been identified 
nth the Jewish section of the Co~nunist party either official~ or unofficially. 
Nor do they represent the governr.1ont or the Amy. The Co~nittee at Kubyshev mas 
established for the purposes of r.iaking Oonr.runiet propagAnda acong Je~e abroad. 
Since they cannot speruc for the govertlt'lent And do not represent the Je"e, there 
appears to be no justification for receiving theo. The tro delegates are coming 
after the Alter-Ehrlich executions and the rift bet~een the Russian and Polish 
governments. They are doubtless cocing to counteract the impression created by 
these t~o events. One of the delegates Mr. Pfeffer, a Yiddish poet, hae ridicu.J.ed 
eveeything in Jewish life in hie ,rrritings. There are still hundreda or labor 
Zionists and Hebretv ~iters exiled in Siberia by the lllssian government. Moreover, 
it is "qiorally unbearable" for Zionists to associate thet!lselvee in a reception on 
the initiative or the Jewish Writers and Artists Comrdttee,~hioh is boycotted by 
nine-tenths of the Jewish ~iters and authors, end meobers ot which he.ve publicly 
condoned the Alter-Ehrlich executions. It 1e premature to capitalize on the visit 
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ot these two delegates under the present circumstances. 

In reply to Mr. Greenberg, Dr. Goldmann said that the problem wae not 
one ot Communislll, but of foreign policy. Nearly all the arguments advanced by 
Mr. Greenberg had been made at the Office Committee meeting, but the matter ie 
not an internal Jewish problem. Mr. Chm-chill and~~. Eden, for example, have 
recognized that the issue of Russian friendship, from the point of view or for
eign polio1, is not one ot Communism, but of politics. The Yishuv apparently has 
taken the same line and they certainly have more accounts to settle with the Com,,-. 
munists than the Jews or Zionists of America. When M:. Shertok was here, he said 
that the Yishuv would be very happy to welcome a delegation of Jews from Russia. 

The Zionist political situation is very bad. Russia will surely be one 
or the three great powers after this war, she has no self-interest in Palestine, 
or in being either pro- or anti-Zionist. Her anti-Zionist position after the last 
war, was a direct result of the fact that Jewish Palestine appeared to be within 
the British orbit of imperialism and Russia ~as anti-British. Today the situation 
is different. Fhlssia is certainly not an anti-British power,. It may be that ~s
sia will take a sycpathetic attitude toward Zionism and it is worth taking every 
possible step to bring this about. 

As to the character of the Kubyshev body, it is important to point 
out that Palestine is in constant touch vrith that very group. The delegation is 
coming with the consent of the State DepartmentJ obviously, they must be col!ling 
with the knowledge and consent or the Russian governcent or they couldn't coMe at 
all. 

If the Zionists refuse to participate in the ~elcoming committee it 
is a definite break and an insult to Russia and there 1'1111 be no chance that, if 
there is a return delegation to lbssia, Zionists will be represented on it. In 
Dr. Ooldmann's opinion, it ~ould be a political blunder of the first magnitude were 
Zionists to exclude themselves from the reception Cot1Mittee. Unquestionably the 
reception committee will include prominent Al!lerican Jews identified with the Ame:r
ican Jewish Comcittee, the B1nai Brith, etc. Zionists who want to join should be 
given freedom of action, as individuals. If Zionists are on the committee, they 
can assure a Zionist connotation to the reception prograo. If they are not, they 
will forego an opportunity nhioh oay not cooe again. 

Mr. Naiditch said that the anti-Communist senticent in America was 
very powerful and he believed that core harm than good ~ould result froo Zionist 
participation on the reception committee. Even the Russian War Relief Committee, 
on ,,,hose behalf the delegation is oooing, does not vrant theo. He urged that Zion
ists refrain froc participating on the reception comnittee. 

Mr, Segal said that if the delegation ~ere being sponsored by the Rus
sian Ecbaasy, the situation would be quite different and he would be prepared to 
welcoce it. But the delegation is being sponsored by a conr.dttee, some of whose 
members have publicly endorsed the Arab terrorist acts against the Jevrs in Pales
tine. Under the circucstancee, Dr. Ooldmann's proposal is nothing more than a po
litica1 gamble, the results of ,11hich are unknown. But there are certain facts 
which, in Ur. Segal1s opinion, are known. The "man on the street" will be conpletely 
confused by the situation and the effect on Zionist oorale m.11 be very bad. Th~ 
Aoerican Federation of Labor and the CIC "17111 su,apect Zionist sincerity - Zioniats 
are dependent on their good will and such an a<st ~uld be considered as a reversal 
or the Zionist position on the Commnist question. Zionists will not gain the 
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sytipatey or Russia, but m.11 lose it tron every decent public source in the United 
States. It is irrelevant ~hether Zionists participate as individuals, or otfi
ciall,1J proninent Zionist personalities cnnnot be dissociated tron their official 
positions. The nction propo3ed by Dr. G;ldnann is n dangerous political ganble 
and Mr. Segal urged thnt Zic;n1sts do not toke it., 

I.ir. Jaffe said he r~cognized the ir.porta:i.ce of vrl.nning over the Soviet 
Governnent, but did not belie·..-e -:his WE."' .,.;he v,ay to do ito This delegation is 
coning for purposes of Connu.,ist propaganda ond the C~miunists in Aoericn will 
nake great capital of their ,."isi·t., I~ ni:i.l Le p~a0t.i0t-t..l.ly inpossible to evade 
the question of Alter and Ehrlich and it "''ill niso b~ Vtr'Y difficult to ~ake it 
clear that Zionists are against comnunist1 and Stali1~isn, but for the Russian people 
and the Russian arcy. In addition, it will have a strongly adverse effect on 
Jewry in Latin Ar:lerica, where conn.mists are trying to destroy Jewish unity. The 
Zionist connunities in La.tin Anerica are both wenk and naive and this would ut
terly confuse and denoralize then. Zionists now, and after the ~a.r, have nore 
to lose than toga.in, by the nisunderstandings which would be bound to result 
fron participating on this reception connittee. 

Mr. Lipsky said he cane to this r.eetinr. becnuse he regretted the de
cision taken by the Office Oonnittee. He agreed wit~ Dr. Goldnnnn that A ~ay 
should be found to secure, if possible, the official synpa.thy of the R1.·ssian 
governrient. Dr. Goldnann had tried to do it, but fail~dc The idea that parti
cipation in this reception connittee wo\D.d effect it, is fantastic. The tvro 
delegates will estnblish contact T'fith the JeM.ish conr·unists here and the whole 
Zionist novenent ill becone identified ~th the Coonunists. The door of Russia 
mill not be opened nnd the doors of both EngL nd and Anerica rill be closed. It 
is dangerous troo the Jem.sh as ~ell as fron the Zionist point of view. The whole 
Jemish labor novenent in the United States is organized against Connunisn. He 
could not understand ,,,by the Soviet governnent should be offended, if Zionists 
do not uelcone to delegates TTho are not persona grata to anyone in the United 
States except connunists. If Zionists do participate in their reception it m.11 
put thee in the position of doing sonething foolish for the sake of a dubious 
advantage. Wherever Russia, as Russia., is concerned the JeTTe are doing every
thing possible to help the war effort, but there is no advAntage to their greet
ing these two delegates who are cooing only as Connunist propagandists. 

llllr. Furnnneky took the position thnt neither the Alter-Ehrlich nurders, 
nor OoOr.IUnisc, was our problonc The problem was one of world Jewish unity. The 
two delegates are Je~s fron Russin ~ho ant to eet with Aoericnn JewryJ hatever 
criticisn can be levelled against then personally, or the group hich they r&
preaent, can be levelled against Stalin hinself. The probleo we face is ho shall 
we react to a gesture of unity and rqprochenent bet"een Rilasian Jev,ry and Aoerican 
Jewry - vre have no right to turn down such an o~~\~rtuni-ty As to w-. Segal' s 
argument that the nan on the street r.rould be confused, Ur~ Fumansky pointed out 
that the nan on the street would never differentiate bet~een a delegation offi
cially sponsored by the Russian Enbassy or other ise. We kno that any one coc
ing fron Russia nust be coning ~th governnent consent. He, too, thought it 
would be a najor political blunder if Zionists did not join the reception com
cittee. 

Mrs. Pool sAid she considered the gifts of the Yishuv to Russia a 
political act. She herself had no special knowledge of the Matter, but ~as in~ 
olined to think that an atteopt to reestablish contact "11.th Russian Jewry ac 
~orth nany sacrifices. lJoreover, Dr. Weiznann, the political hend of the no·c,,-e,i.
r.1ent, agreed thnt Zionists should join the reception cocnittee. Perhaps it nig~1t 



• 

-4-

be well for a oomr.iittee of the four organizations to meet with Dr. \Veizr.1ann and 
discuss the matter again. She said she could not see any line of demarcation 
between participating in Russian War Relief activities and in welconing the 
delegation. She recalled that lv.cr-. Ussishkin had add!'essed the Russians over 
the rmiio before his death and, apparently, the entire Yishuv wns eager to in
dicate its friendship for Russia, and her in~linntion ~cs to follo~ their line. 

Mr. Weisgal reported, for the info::-mat:ion of the cor1mittee, that Dr. 
Weizr.1ann had not been enthusiastic About the ide&. Bt;.t he recognized that noth
ing should be done ,~hich might possibly worsen our ~elations with Russia. AL
though recognizinr, all the dnngers, DrG Weiznar.,n had suggested that individual 
Zionists should be given freedon of action to join the reception connittee, eo 
that it should not appear that Zionists are 1~ithholding thecselves £roe parti
cipation. Speaking for himsaf, Mr. Weisgal agreed ~ith the position as stated 
by Dr. Ooldnann. He pointed out that the Writers am Artists Connittee was pre
pared to give up the sponsorship of the delegates if ~e asslltled it. As far as 
the conmunists r.iaking capital of it is concerned, Mr. Weisgal believed they would 
make more capital of non-participation. He eRid he had been inforaed that the 
first reception to the delegation ~,ould be given by the Russian Ehbasay and that 
all invitations would go out fron the ~ssian Consul-General's office in Nevr York, 
thus ans~ering Mr. Segal's objection. 

It should be known, too, that in accordance 1nith the authorization 
of the Office Corlrlittee, Dr. Ooldnann had already got in touch ~ith the Je,tlah 
Writers and Artists Con□ittee, infoming then of the conditions under mhich in
dividual Zionists l'Tould participate and naaes of t !1ose ·rho had already offered 
their cooperation were subnitted. If the action were reversed, Dr. Goldnann 
would then have to inform the \Vriters Conr.iittee that the Zionists had reversed 
thens elves. 

At this point, Mr. Lipsky and Mr. Segal raised the constitutional 
question as to whether in a natter of such rmjor poli~y thE.: Office Cor.mi ttee 
was within its rights in trucing action 111ithout referring the natter to the f'ull 
cor.mittee. 

The chairnan pointed out that inasauch as the Office Connittee 
had full authority to conduct business bet~een full Connittec neetings, it was 
within ita purview to proceed on this 111atter. She proposed, in any case, that 
the organization aspect of the QUestion should be postponed to A □eeting at 
mhich both the chairr.ian of the Energency Connittee and the Office Co□nittee were 
present. 

Mrs. Halprin added that the decision of the Office Connittee had 
been reached with great reluctance and nany nisf,ivinga llf\d been expressed. When 
the action wae reported to the Natiorml Board grave nisgivings ~ere also ex
pre;seed there and it had been proposed th t the natter be discussed again with 
Dr. Weiznann. 

Mr. Segal offered the follo-Pring notion• 

The Energency Oonnittee does not approve ot any Zionist 
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body a£filiated ~ith the Eoergency Connittee joining the reception connittee, or any individual nenber of the Ehergency ConMittee lending his or her naoe to the reception oonnittee. 

Ur, Lipsky offered a substitute notion accepted by Mr. Segal• 

Not being inclined to approve of the action of the Office Cor.u:iittee in this Matter, this neeting has cone to the conclusion that all further action should be suspended until a further neeting of the full Energency Connittee. 

Mr. Segal seconded the notion. 

Mr. Lipsky's notion ,~as carried by A vote of nine to three. 

A.L. 
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MINUT~ OF MEETING 
AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITrEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

May 24, 1943 

A meeting of the American Emergency Co~mittee for Zionist Affairs was 
held on Monday evening, May 24, 1943, at 8150 at 41 East 42nd Street, New Yorko 

PRE§ENT t Dr. Wise (presiding)J Miss Benjamin, Mr. Boukstein, Mr. Bublick, 
Mr. Cruso, Mr. Furmansky, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Greenberg, Mrs. Halprin, 
Mr. Itzokowitz, Mrs. Jacobs, Rabbi Oold, Miss Leibel, Mr. Naiditch, 
Mr. Neumann, Mrs. Pool, IJlrs. Schoolman, lillr. Segal, Mr. Shulman, 
llrs. Shulman. 

Rabbi Berlin, Dr. Goldmann, Rabbi Perlzweig, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Weisgal. 

DR. OOLDIMN?i'S REPORT• 

Dr. Goldmann reported on interviews he and Dr. Weizmann had had in 
Washington during the past ten days. 

They had seen Dr. Benes, Mr. Welles, General Donovan, Dr. Weizmann had 
seen Col. Hoskins of the Office of Strategic Services, Lord Halifax and ilr. HMo 

Minutes of the discussions are on file in the office. 

Though he cautioned against any undue optimism, there was undoubtedly 
in some quarters sympathetic interest and understanding of the problem of Jewish 
homelessness and the Zionist solution to it. 

TEtWRAI4 TO THE PRJJ~® MIN I STER a 

Rabbi Berlin urged that some steps t, a taken to bring to the attention of 
!Jlr. Churchill the vital interest of .American Jews in opening the doors of Palestine 
to Jewish immigration. There would be great disappointment in Palestine if Mr. 
Churchill were to leave America without some serious attempt being made to impress 
upon him what American Jewry is thinking. 

Rabbi Perlzweig proposed that a telegram be sent to hr. ChurchiU, since 
any attempt at a personal interview was impossible in view of his progrm. 

Rabbi Perlzweig's suggestion was accepted and a drafting committee com
posed of Mr. Shulman, Rabbi Perlzweig, Rabbi Gold and la. Lourie was asked to pre
pare an appropriate telegram. The attached telegram was sent to Ia. Churchill. 

JWSSIAN DELEOATIQH1 
Dr. Goldmann reported the action of the Office Committee and the Emergency 

Committee ae recorded in the minutes or lAay 17. 

Dr. Qoldaann regretted the action of the Emergency Committee and repeated 
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the argw:ients he had made at pi-evious meet:t.ngs in favor. of individual Zionists 
being free to part::.cipa-ce on the reception co;nmittee for the Russian delegates. 
He urged that the decision of the Office Committee to this effect be endorsGd. 

In this connection, iirR. Pool reported that on rere&ding the minutes of 
the National Board of Hadaseah where the matter had been discuss~d, she found ttat 
the Bo~rd had a positive rescticn to the ideaJ but aware of all the diffic,u.ties 
had proposed that the matter be discussed \11th Dr. Weizmann. 

Dr. Ooldmannsaid that when the suggestion had first been hrought to his 
attention, Dr. Weiz□ann was reluctant to accept it. Bt1t having weighed the srgu
ments for and against, he agreed that it would be wiae for Zionists to be fre~ to 
serve. He authorized Dr. Goldmann to state on his behalf that it would be harm
ful to withdraw at this point. 

Mr. Segel said that participation in the reception committee had nothing 
to do with relations vrith the rt~ssian governner-t. If Dr. Goldmar.n's re~oomendation 
was accepted, it wou.ld b:t'lng us into contact, not with the Russian governoent, but 
with people in this country who are our bitterest enecies. He repented the po:.nts 
he had made at the last neeting, nanely that this action was a dangerous politi~el 
gambleJ that it would alienate the entire trade union movement, undermine Zionist 
morale, and t1ould lay the movement open to the charge of' insincerity and lack of 
conviction, etc. (see ninutes of Uay 17),,. 

Dr. Goldstein aaid that he had not yet cone to a decision. The Zionist 
case is far froc lost ~~d the chances for victory are at least e¥en, but it nay be 
that in order to sway the acales it might be necessary to talce the proposec step 
as a possible by-path to~ard winning the support of Russia. If this were so, he 
would be prepared to take it, recognizing the situation as dynamic, rather than 
static. Ir he were convinced thisstep was such a by-pa-th he would be prepared to 
disregard old scores nth the Coomuni9ts. 

Mr. Boukstein asked ~hether further facta were not ascertainable. 

Dr. Ooldcann said the understanding ~as that the Reception Coo□ittee 
~ould not be formed until we subMitted a list of the personnel. The invitations 
are to be sent out in the nane of Shalom Asch. One of the conditions is that 
individuals froo other organizations should also be includedl B1nai Brith, American 
Jevi1ieh Comnittee, Lanjeoanns~haf-ten, etc. If they do not participate, then the 
Zionists should certainly vri thdra • 

Mr. Boukstein did not see why Zionists should aesuce the burden of in
itiating negotiations with the others. Moreover, he did not understand ho~ any 
action could have been taken since the facts ~ere still so unclear. The burden of 
proof lies with those mho advocate this step because they believe it mill help our 
relations with Russia and bring about a better understanding on the part of the 
Russian government. 

Mr. Naiditch said that the political situation had been pictured as so 
bad that it was necessary to do everything possible to '1in o-ver Russia. He thought 
that the political situation as it appeared from tonight's report ~as such that 
Zionist efforts should be concentrated on England and the Un.tted States. He agreel 
with ia'. Segal that if the invitation hnd cone from the R-~ssian Embassy the whole 
situation would be different. Under the circ~tances he urged that we do not 
participate in the reception. 
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Dr. Ooldmann se.id that most or the arguments me.de e.geinst Z:1.onist par

ticipation on the reception comcittee could have been used by the British Eopi~e. 
The vrhole matter is one of political expediency. It must be remembered that any 
delegation frora Russia will be composed of people whose principles we dislike. 
Generally, it is better tactics to control a situation than to r~main outside of 
it; e.g. ~hen the Pro--Communists L~ Palestine created a Victory League for Russia 
the Histadrut took it over. When a dangerous elenent cannot be stopped the th!ng 
to do is to step in. 

Regarding the personnel of the delegation, the choice ~as not up to us. 

It certainly seemed wieer to try to make the reception pro-Zionist if 
possible. Alth,mgh there was no reason to despair of the political situation in 
the United States and England, it ~as still tremendously important to secure, if 
possible, the friendly in-~erest of Russia. 

~cifically, he proposed that all action be suspended until he ascertaine~ 
the followingt 

a) the possibility of adding one other delegate more acceptable and more 
representative of the Je,rl.sh comrn.m!ty of Russia. 

b) The chances of a return delegation to Russia and assurances ot Zion
ist representation if there should be such a delegation. 

Mr. Shulman proposed that the following suggestions be also explored, 

l. The possibility that invitations should be issued by officials of the 
Russian War Relief, ~ho would invite other prominent Jews. 

2. To invite those ~ho could not possibly be accused of being Coonunists 
to participate in the reception committee. It is not necessary to have more than 
two or three Zionists participating. 

3. To ascertain whether or not there will be a reception by the Consul 
General in New York and the EI!lbassy in Washington. 

4. To find out ~hether it might be possible that certain Je~sh labor 
leaders night join the Coonittee. He said it ~as his understanding that this 
might be done. 

• 6. To convert the reception co~Mittee froo an entirely Je~sh, to a 
mixed coI!lIIlittee, perhaps there ?!light be co-sponsorship between this and the Rus
sian War Relief. 

Mr. Weisgal deplored the unrealistic approach to the problem. He was 
certain that the coor.d.ttee ~ould be cor.iposed of reliable persons and expressed the 
fear that continued delay in action night preclude Zionist participat!on. He had 
been officially intorced, and he thought reliably, that there 1!!70Uld definitely be 
a reception by the Russian Et,hafH3Y, p.nd the Consulate in Uevr York. 

14r. F\lroAnsky said he wanted to oake clear his opposition to any at
teript to change the character of the reception conntttee. If Zionists who are 
bearers of the idea of "orld Je ish unity ahot!.ld cone and say they want to make 
the ooMnittee an affair for Russian War Relief it ~uld not be in coneonance ,.,,1th 
this idea. Zioniate are interested from t"o aspects, 
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1. To initiate a relationship with Russian Je~·rry. Whoever comes from Russia 
will ~it~er be a Communist or rill have to adhere to the line laid down by Russia. 
Are Zionists ready to postpone contact ~ith Russian Jev·ry until they becone like us? 

2. To oak~ a contact m.th Ru.ssiao Tonight the report on the political situation 
was encouraging, but still ~e need the support of ~ssia if ~e can win it. The p~o~~ 
lem ~ust be viewed in dynamic, rather than static terne. Further postponement in 
thia matter would be definitely age.inst Zionist interests. 

Dr. Goldmann believed Mr. Shulman's suggestions to be unrealistic. Ru.s-
sian War Relief has taken the. position the.t it does not invite delegations fro□ Rus
sia. Jewish labor leaders definitely will not join the reception comnittee. It 
would be highly unwise to A.pprc,ach o·tiher Je,,rj.sh groups now. To speak of a mixed corc
mittee is completely unrealistic. The delegation is coming as Jews. Moreover, if 
Zionists do participate, they should certainly reap the benefit of being in a cont~ol 
ling position. He urged thFJ.t • he be authorized to discuss the matter with the Russ:1.Em 
Embassy along the lines ou·::;lin0d by him and that no further action be taken until Le 
reported back. He would make no commtnents. 

This recoomendation was accepted. 

AMERICAN JE,\iVI~H CONFERENCE t 

Mrs. Schoolman asked for clarification on the intent of the resolution 
passed at the ne~ting of. April 29. 

It was nade clear that the first resolution binding all Zionist groups 
to the Biltoore Progrno referred only to elections; i.e. in naming delegates to the 
Conference, Zionists should vote only for those candidates who accept the Biltmore 
Progrel!l. 

The third resolution concerni~V. Zionist conmitments within the E:Jcecutive 
Committee of the Anerican Jewish Conference was intended to deny the right to any 
of the Zionist members of the Executive Co~nittee of the Conference to negotiate 
in ~dvanoe of the conference for any deviation fron the Biltnore program. 

In this connection, Mrs. Halprin urged that a sub-cor.1Mittee should be ap
pointed to discuss the Zionist program at the Conference. 

It was e.grt..ed thAt such a cor.uuttee should not be named until after the . 
elections. 

A.L. 
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.Q.ORflE,OTION TO MINUTES OF APRIL 29 MEETING 1 

The fcllovring correction to the minutes of the neeting of the Ecergency 
Committee bald on April 29, 1945, at the Hotel Corncodore, was inserted at the 
request of Mr. ~oshe Furmanskya 

"Mr. Furmansky satd that the Haehomer Hatzair, as was known, is opposed to 
the Biltmore ResolutionJ hunevEr, the r.iajority of the Actions Conmittee in Pales
tine accepted it as the present prograc for the Zionist organization; therefore 
it is bindir.g, without de~ying the ~ight to the ninority opposition to continue its 
ideological fight against it. 

The historian of the future ~ill condemn those responsible who pushed the 
Zionist aovecent into the disci:ssion of "u1 tiriate a:lns" just in the tir:e of war. 
For a nucber of decades, Zi~::1~.sc &voided this discussion which the Revif:>ior..i.sts 
tried to bring in,, Hovrever, the BiJ_tmore resolution and the "Jevrish Commonwealth!' 
decision is a fact and rre can not truce it ou't of the books,. 

The Zionist groups can not go to the mctio~.a_ of the Acerican Je't"ish Con
ference but under their own program;•• this is the BiltMore p~ogram. However since 
there is no Zionist bloc, the cinority has the right to appear vrith its on Zion: s~ 
political program as well. The Main problem ~hich we have to face is the distinc
tion between 'the policy during the election to the conference, and the policy at 
the confer8nce proper, 

If the Zionists nere interested in the creation of a ~ass basis of fol
lowers for the Bilt□ore Prograra as such, they should have pursued the suggestion 
of the Mizrnchi to limit the initiators of the conf'ere~-ice to the Zionist En1ergenr.y 
Committee and to the Aoer~can JePish Congress and t here ~ould be no reason then to 
negotiate with the Labor Connittee as T11Tell as 11ith the American Jet-rish Comm.ttee. 

However, as I understand it, the purpose for this conference is differ
entJ this conference hns to create a united f~ont of American Jewry behind our 
basic demands on Palestine and the reconstruction of Eu~opean Jewry. We want to 
get behind these ~g_ derr1and.s all AI!ler·i~m J evrs incJ.uding the American Je1nsh 
Committee, the Labor Ooornittee, etc. I doubt very each that at the future Peace 
Conference, the problea of' a Je"ish State or Conrion"Tfealth l'rill be discussed (it 
oay, it I!le.y not). However, I ao sure that the questicn of Jewish imnigration into 
Palestine, Je~ish colonization and the politicR2. freedoo of the growing Jerlah com
munity in Palestine will definitely be on the ag~ndn of the Peace Conference. I 
understand that the puTpose of this conference is to get the expression of a unitec 
Jewry through a unanimous vote of the conference for the basic demands (immigratior, 
colonization, etc.) rather thnn to get a aajority vote (with n cinority vote again~· 
or abstaining) on the Biltmore Progrru:i. We have, once and for all, to nullify the 
argument or those officials in the State Depnrtnent, Colonial Office, ~ho point out 
that "not ell Jews are Mith you in your claims on PA.lestine." 

To SUQoarizea in the pe:tod of elections, these Zionist groups ~ho accepted the 
Biltmore Prograc mve to carry on their struggle on the basis of the Biltoore Pro
gramJ during the Conference proper and in view of the results of the elections the 
Zionists vrill have to decido which is oore it1portant for theri - a united vote of 
the whole con~erence concerning the basic denande of Jewry on Palestine (coloni~a
tion, iorngrntion, political fr·eedom), or a oajority vote for the Biltoore resolu .. 
tion proper. lQ' choice, I explained before. (~hen I began to spealc against thP 
American Je~ish Committee as far ae its policies in the Anerican Je~iah ooomunity 
were concerned and Dr. Wise stopped oe, saying that this was out or orderJ" 
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To Prime Minister Wincn Churchill 
British Enibaesy 

Washington, D.C. 

Mey 26, 1943 

"We address ourselves to you, Mr. Prine t'ii.nister, at a ti~e when the 

sacrifices and the efforts of the United Nations have nt last brought ne~rer the 

prospect of victory over the forces of a ruthiees end terrible barbarise, and when 

on the other hand the agony or the Jewish people of Europe approaches a tragic 

clil!lax unexacpled in Je~sh histoey. To the Jevrs of Europe, tortured and facing 

yet uniongined horrors, Palestine still offers the one hope of inoediate rescue and 

of ultioate survival as a people. 

"We appeal t9 you in behalf of those no longer in a position to appeal for 

theoselves for that word of reassurance which will cake that hope a reality. We 

cannot accept and do not believe that a policy conceived in whol~ different circuc

stances as part or a prograo of appeeseoent, now discredited and discarded, can pre-

vail in the face or the compelling necessities of the unprecedented situation which 

now confronts the J8""iah people. We cannot accept and do not believe that Britain's 

great Prime Minister who ha.a led his own people through the valley <fthe shadow, 

and who has in the past so valient]1 and truly expressed the conscience or Britain 

in insisting on the full discharge of its solemn obligations to the Jewish people, 

will fail in this grave hour to utter the word which ~ill restore hope to oilllons 

now in despair. 

11We ask you, Mr. Prine Minister, to say that Great Britain, true to its ob

ligations, will be true to its promise to the Jewish people and in the light of that 

proiilise will reexSJ?line its present policy in Palestine, so that the victory of the 

United Nations will insure also the reeetablishaent of the Jev,s aa a nation in their 

ancient homeland. 

Acericen Ehergeney OoC10ittee tor Zionist Affairs 
Composed or, Hadassah, Wocen'e Zionist Organization or At'leric1 

Mizrach!l Organization or America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion or Anerica 
Zionist Organization o t America 

Stephens. Wise, Ohairmab" 



CONFIDENTIAL 1116 

MINUTES OF OFFIOE COMMITTEE MEETING 

AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE :roR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

A regu.lar meeting of the Office Committee of the .American Energeney 
Committee for Zionist Affairs was held on Monday, June 14th, st 4:3C o 1olook, at 
the Hotel .St. Regis. 

Present: Judge Levinthal (paeaiding), Mr. !ubliolc, Rabbi Gold, Rabbi 
Goldstein, Mrs. Halprin, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Neumann, Jup.ge Rothenberg, 
Mr. Shulman, Mr. Szold, Mr. Wertheim. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Laurie, Mr. Wei sgal. 

Dr. and Mrs. Weizmann, Rabbi Berlin, -Ba.bbi Irving Miller; Mr. Edmund 
I. Kaufmann. 

AMERIO.AN JEWISH CONFERENCE: 

Mr. Shulman made the following report on the .American Jewish Oonferenoe: 

1. The date bas been set for some time near the end of Au&uet. 

2. The New Zionist Organization is to be admitted, but ita candidates 
are to be designated 1Rev1s1on1sta1 • 

3. A praesidi,n oompo1ed of Dr. Wise, Mr. Monsky and Judge Proskauer 
was elected. 

4. Oonmunista are not to be a.dmi tted. 

The following matters are still -under discussion: 

l. !the question of parity -- an equal number of delegates from all 
organizations. 

2. !lhe question of a joint slate for Zionists. 

In connection with the report on the Oonferenee, Mr. Shulman urged that 
all matters affecting Zionist interests should be on the agenda of the Offioe 
Oommittee for diaoussion. Re deplored the fact that there was no unity of action 
amon£ Zionists at the meetings of the •eoutive Oomnittee of the Conference. It 
was agreed that lsauea affecting Zionist interest• at the Conference should be on 
the Office Oomoittee agenda prior to meetings of the Executive Oommittee. 

UNION OJ' .AMERICAN BE.BREW CONG.RIGATIONBJ DEQLABATION 

Judge Levinthal reported the adoption of a reaolution by the Union of 
American Hebrew Oongregationa on principles for post-war FAlropea.n Jewry end Pales
tine. It was a oomprom1ee declaration, ummimou.aq pa11ed • .Arnone the signatories 
are Dr-. Heller and Dr. Briok:ner. 

It was agreed that Ir. Heller and Dr. l3riok:ner be invited to a. meeting 



of the Jmergency Oommi ttee to. .explain ·-the-~fJtanoee· whicll led thED to vote !or 
such a declaration. ·-· 

m,_ DIZMAfilh 

Dr. Weizmann reported an interview with President Roosevelt. (Minut~on 
file in the office). Mr. Welles had a.eoompe.nied Ill-. Weizmann. 

Dr. Weizmann warned that there would be many setba.oka, but taken in con
junction with other fa.eta, (the statement of ~renden Bracken in England, for in
stanoe), he felt that the situation was certainly changing and that there was some 
reason for hope. There was still a hard struggle ahead. The Jewish Commonwealth 
will not come overnight, but come it will, and he believed that so far as the 
leaders of the American and British Governments were c~noerned, there was a sincere 
intention to see that some justice is done to the Jews. 

Referring to his remarks at the last meeting of the Office Committee, he 
again emphasized that hard days must be expected. There was no use in going 
nwitch-hunting". The time element for the fulfillment of the Zionist program does 
not rest with the Zionists. It will come in God's time -- perhaps sooner, perhaps 
later. It was for us to do our best to see that it was sooner. He felt, however• 
that the situation wns passing the •dead point.a 

Mr. Kaufmann urged that every effort be made to reinforoo our contacts 
in Washington. He particularly urged that the friendship of Congressman Bloom be 
won for the Zionist oau!e. 

Mr. Szold said he found Dr. Weizmann's report very interesting. After 
referring to certain speoifio aspects of that report, Mr, Szold said he was par" 
tioulo.rly impressed with Dr. Weizmann•s mood, which he believed to be of the ut
most importance. It was impor,ent that Dr. Weizmann should have indicated hia 
mood at the last meeting, but it is also important that Dr-. Weizmann be told the 
mood of eome of the Zionists in .Amcrioa. He hoped that Dr. Weizmann would carry 
back hit ,mehakable oonviotion that there is a considerable bo~ of American 
Zionists who feel that the movement is 1not licked" ond not going to be licked. 
This waa not in answer to aeything whioh was said• b\lt since Dr. Weizmann was 
going aw97, Mr. Szold waa eager for him to carry away the knowledge that such a 
"mood1 existed here. It is not enoUe1;h, Mr. Szold oontinued, to open up the matter 
of the VAlite Paper; it is not enough to secure a minor victory. 'lbere is a major 
thing that mu.st be done now and can be done now. The question of mood is all 
important. 

He thoU&}lt Dr. Weizmann made a wiae observn.tion when he said the Arabs 
will revolt 8Jl1'how. bre 1e no We¥ of being realistic and satisfying the Arabs. 

Dr. Weizmann said he was very grateful to Mr. Szold for having spoken. 
He was not a person who readily changed moods. What depressed him more than the 
Arabs,or awa;, of the other problem.a was that Zionists expeot to get a great deal 
nnd the effort is not oomnensurate with the expectations. If he could believe 
that everyone was "Jumping out of hia skin" to get a Jewish Commonwealth he would 
believe we would get it. !u.t actually we do very little and· expect very much. If 
that ia the aitue.tlon here in the largest Zionist organization, what can be ex
pected from Englo.nd. 

Ir. We1Qnann added that he felta 
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1. That the situation is "opening up." It is up to us to try to 
direct it one wa:y or another. Hitherto the White P~ er had been the l3i ble of 
the Palestine policy. We mu.st not wait; now is the time to work. 

2. All our eggs mu.st not be placed in one baaket. :But 1 t would be a 
fatal mistake to play off Washington against England - a tunnel nnst be dug 
from both sides. Palestine is an instance where Anglo-.Americon cooperation can 
solve a very thorey problem. ~he tactless policy of the Jewish ;,rmy Committee, 
for example, has ca.used a great deal of hann. To think that either Washington 
alone or London alone will solve everything is a mistake -- the tuo great democ
racies must solve the problem together. 

In answer to certain points made by Mrs. Halprin in connection with 
the interview, Dr. Weizmann said he agreed entirely and that in a letter he was 
planning to send to Mr. Welles these points would be incorporated. 

Rabbi Gold said that in his opinion one of the greatest probleme lies 
in the fact that Zionist policy is always under the influence of events and there 
is no fixed policy from which there can be no deviation under any cirC\lmstances. 
There is no fixed 1endziel." !Jhe Arabs have made their position clear and there
by have an advantage. Had Zionists made it clear that their aim was a Jewish 
Commonwealth and that there ie no bargaining on that soore, the position would 
have been better. No circumstances should affect our major progro.m. 

Rabbi Irving Miller• r;ho had recently returned from London on behalf 
of the World Jewish Oongresa,reported on his impressions and on various inter
views he ba.d had there rith leaders of the labor party and othera. Among other 
points he stated: 

1. That he had been warned against any effort to lay olnim to Palestine 
on the basis of the loss of Jewish rights in European countries. This would not 
only cause the position of the Jew, to deteriorate, but was an insult to the war 
aims of the United Nations. 

2. Policy in Pnle stine cannot be fixed in Washington. The :Bri ti ah are 
eager for .American collaboration in shouldering the burden of the Near and Middle 
East. !Ibey do not want to be told what to do by Washington, but they would wel
come assistance. 

3. The Prime Minister appears to be definitely opposed to the mute 
Paper policy. 

4. There are tangible assets and tangible liabilities ond Dr. Weizmann 
is sorely needed in London where his influence is of tremendous importance. 

The ohairmo.n thanked Rabbi Miller for an illuminating and helpful re-
port. 

Mr. Kaufmann outlined various activities which he believed must be pur
sued in Washington. 

It wa.B agreed tha.t Mr. Kaufmannls suggestions \7ere exceedingly helpful 
and that they should be given further consideration. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7130. 
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MINUTES Qt QD'IQE QQMk1'XJ'EE MPITW9 

AMEBIOAlf EMPPFIPX COMi41fflE fPB ZIONIST ARAIM, 

A regular meeting ot the Office Committee of the American Qnergen07 
Committee tor Zionist Attaira wae held on Monday, June 21, 1943, at 4130 P.M. 

Present, Judge Levinthal (presiding), Mr. Bubllck, Mrs. Epstein, Rabbi • 
Oold, Rabbi Goldstein, f.ura. Hnl.perin, Mrs. Jacobs, 1-r. Lipsky, Mr. Newmann, 
Mrs. Pool, Mr. Shulman, Iiiir. Szold, Mr. Wertheim, Dr. \Viee, • 

,. 
Dr. Goldmann, Rabbi Berlin, Mr. Lourie, fiir. Weisgal. 

By invitationa Rabbi Heller. 

WHITE PAPER SQB-Q9WJ'l'f&.• 

Dr. Goldmann reported on the recommendations of the sub-committee appoint~, 
to discuss action against the White Papera 

1. No use-meeting campaign to be started against the White Paper at present. 

2. Literature should be prepared now, 

(a) A brochure containin&.statements made in Parliament by British 
spokesmen opposed to the White PaperJ 

(b) A brochure giving the Zionist Views end arguments against the 
White Paper, 

(o) Other appropriate educational material. 

Dr. \Veiamann had asked the cooperation of Dr. Josef Cohn in preparing 
one or the t11O0hurea. Another was to be prepared by Mias Syrkin. 

Rabbi Oold thought that the publication or the Ibn Saud article in 
"Lire" altered the situation. He now believed that mass action age.inst the White 
Paper was called for. 

The whole matter was referred to the panel tor further consideration. 
The panel is to report back to the Ottice Committee. 

UNION OF AiJERICAN HEBgi CONQRmATIONS BE§OLUTIONa 

Judge Levinthal pointed out that the resolution adopted by the Union ot 
American Hebrew Congregations and signed by Rabbis Brickner and Heller represented 
a diminution ot the Biltmore program. He questioned the propriety or Zionists 
signing such a resolution. 

Rabbi Heller said that the resolution referred to was formulated by an 
. or1anization which was not a Zionist organization and represented a compromise of 

various points of view considering the membership or that organization. In its 
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final tor• it actually represented a surprising Zionist victory. Its intent was 
to serve ae tentative instructions to the representatives of the Union or American 

Hebrew Congregationa to the American Jewish Conterance, who are at liberty to 
negotiate or alter their point of view it they tind it wise to do eo. 

Habbi Heller further pointed out that a care.tu! reading ot the resolution 
would make it clear that no Commonwealth in Palestine was demanded until after the 
Jews were a majority there. 

Regarding his own signature to the resolution .Rabbi Heller said (a) he 
believed it good policy to win over organizations little by little to the Zionist 
point or view, end (b) it wae perfectly clear to hie colleagues on the committee 
which dratted the resolution that it did not represent his point or view aa a 
Zioniat,(c) it waa the best resolution that could be secured from that Organization. 

Mrs. Halprin pointed out that the resolution, as reported in the press, had 
been unanimously passed. She questioned the adviaabill t7 or having the names ot 
prominent Zionists appear as signatories to compromise documents. 

Dr. Goldmann agreed with Mrs. Halprin and pointed out that many attempts 
will be made betore the Oonf'erence to reaO.h agreement on a compl'Omise resolution 
to be unanimously acceptable. Ir outstanding Zionist leaders appear to endorse 
compromise resolutions in other bodies, the non-Zionist 11181 oonsider this a precedent 
for action at the Conference. He urged against considering the resolution or the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations as a basis for 8JV OOl!lpromise resolution 
at the Oonterence. 

Judge Levinthal reported that at the last meeting ot the Executive com
mittee ot the ZOA a reeolution was passed that in the tuture no aember or the ZOA 
Executive should subscribe to err., prograa lees than the Biltmore resolution. • 

It was agreed that no member ot the &:lergency Committee sign aey compromise 
resolution for publication, without previous consultation with the Jmergency Oommitte1 

PQBLIQATIQN BEI,lTIOHS C@IITTEi• 

PERSONNEL• Nr. Shulman reported that steps were being taken tor the 
release ot Mias Marie Syrkin trom the Board ot niucation, and there was ever, hope 
that it would be secured. In the aeantime, she baa started to work with the public 
relations committee. 

Mr. Shulman and kr. Szold were authorized to complete negotiations tor 
securing ot the eervioea ot Mr. Kennan tor the public relations committee. 

In this connection Judge Levinthal suggested that the committee get 1n 
touch with Mr. Schaimlark, who had been highly recol!lmended as a publ1cit1 can. 

WB JEWISH BR:ATIONS QQWITI'S• 
Mrs. Pool said she was anxious tor a final decision on the joint sponaor-

ship of the work ot the Arab-Jewish Relations committee. The Co~m:1ttee welcoaed the 
guidance of the Eoergency Oocnittee and the National Board of Hadaasah, it being 
clearly understood that it waa in no way precluded trom pursuing accepted scientific 
techniques and proceeding in a spirit or free inquiry. 
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Mrs. Jacobs, as chairman of the committee, reported that the wc!k ha4 
been procee~ng. 

1. !ulletina are being prepared by Dr. Perl.man: 

2• Several special papers. had been presented to the Comlld. ttee1 (Cl,) 
One o, lmndgra.tion b7 Dr. !&rtakower1 (b) on the Oomnonweal.th b7 Dr. Lasoraont 
(c) a stu~ of epecial aspects of the CollllDOnwealth were being preparod b7 Dr. 
:Baron. 

Jira. Jaeoba did not believe the comm1t1;ee was effect1velt organized. • 
For instance. the quealion of f1tt1~ in the material of the committee with the 
material of other groups had not 70t . beon solved. An Institute for ZJonist • .. 
A.ff airs wa.11, in her opinion. necaes&r7. It the material of tho American Economic 
OommS,ttee, Mr. Sieffta Inat1tu.to• Dr. l3erksonts research project, etc. wore 
coordinated, an Institute of Zionist .Affairs virtual.17 existed. !hero \10uld then 
be tho problem of keeping the material C11rrent and available. Until 8\lch an 
Institute were actual.17 organizoC,.. she assumed that the TlOrk of the Arab...Jo'dah 
Ralat ions Oomm:1 ttee would continue. 

In connection nlh ~es-tiona aa to the political. nature of tho studies, 
Mrs. Jacobs made it clear that a stua.,, of Arab-Jetrl.ah rolations could !IOt bo 
divorced from political issues. In goneral., sho said, Zionists should wolcomo 
tho oooporation and _rosoarch \110rk of all porsona v1111ng to contr1buto thoir 
profosaional skills. 

It \'las pointed cut that a doo1s1on ~ beon taken at a previous moet
ing wherob7 the lmorgon07 Comm1tteo agreed to contimo joint sponsorship with 
lladasaah of tho .Arab Je\rl.ah Bolationa Committee. !horo boing no motion to ro
cons1dor this tho status quo romainod. It \18.8 again o:q,haaizod that tho findings 
of tho Arab.Jewish Relations Committee are not to bo publicizod and aro to bo 
turned over tor disposition to tho EmergonCJ' Oommittoe. 

HWSSAH IIDl!mB:Jl ON PANEL, 
. 

Mrs. Pool stated that tho ontiro llational !oard of Badasaoh had voted 
to df'lmand an additional Jladasseh roproaontativo on the panel. Tho wq 1n which 
Badaasah functioned made it 1q,orat1vo ~t both the chairman of the political 
committee and the President of Hade.saah, t1ho carr., responsibility for political 
activity, should bo members of tho panol. 

Jollowhc a statomont 'b7 Kr. W0rtho1m '1ho rocal.lod tho histo17 ot tho 
political committee and foresaw a similar dovolopment 1f once stops voro taken 
to onlargo the panol tho c.bai~ poin~ed outa (a) that tho motion approvinc 
tho panel as a sub-comm ttoo of the :Daorgoney Oommi ttoe, had boen unanimoual.7 
passed, nth JX> protest from Mrs. Poolt (b) that it had beon tho practice to 
assume that tho memborah1p of world.nc sub-comm1 ttoos should not bo based 011 
part7 roprosontation, and (-c). that einco the mattor had alreaq boon paaae4 on 
parliamentary proceduro taOUJ.d domancl a motion to roconsider tho quoetion bofcro 
1 t could bo proporl.7 taken up. 

4 motion to rooons1dor tho oonatitution of the panol waa dofoo.ted by 
a voto of 5 to 4. 
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J■ 1h11 co-otlon lab\l Jlaller reporte4 tut at a meetinc of the .Aamlnl
a\rall" Counoll of ti. ZOA obJeotlon ba4 lN• tlbn to the 1ettlnc up of a 
polittoa1 hnau ot the 'ceaq 1n Wuhlactoa whlcb 11 llal 'bell1Te4 mlcht cle1tro7 
the relation1hlp of the lionl1t orcani1atlon1 in ~erlca to the politloal work. 

I I 

1. JI••• ac,ee4 to allocate the 1um ot •600•• towar4 tu sam neoea■ar, tor 
r11out.a, .&lua4er Licht, a 1ea4er ot the Zionl1t mo•emeat an4 Jn11h cOIIIIIWl1t7 
of T\age1lana, from & CODCIDtratiOD camp lD ltai,. 

a. II ••• acnea to allocate the ,um of tas.oo month~ tor 11z moatu to the 
famllJ ot lht lat• lttamal' Ben--£-,1, prov14e4 like amount• ••r• torthetmlnc from 
the J'II, Ba4a11u an4 t11e Order Sona of Zion. 
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he Wl11 •••' the attachl4 ezcha~ ot correapon4encet (t.tter of Kr, 
Gill.mu to Dr. 1111 ant l>I'. lt.11 11 repi,). . 

.... lalprla .. 1, 1b1 ..... .., gf&leN to, the IODI ., DI'. Wl••·· letter. 
Ill• tho1ailll tht lllOT-·· ha4 a,,., to ret••· 1,, Pr11ldent to dilCUII problema 
trankl1 and honeetlJ• llr. Oellman1a letter eened no uaetul purpose at this 
point. She ezpreeeed 1trong crlticiam of the term• of the Mizrachi letter. On 
the other hand Dr. Weismann 11 atntement was, lhe thought, unclear and the leader• 
of the movement were left in doubt a• to what was in hi s mind. She urged that a 
eubeequent meeting 'be held with Dr. le11mann before he leaves the co\lntr1 eo that 
he could tell the leadership precieei, what hie views were aa to the policy of 
the movement. Bo action whataoever could be taken until after such a meeting. 

Kr•• Pool eald that if Dr. Weizmann were pe111miet1c, it waa the dut7 of the 
movement to strengthen h11 conviction. It IDWlt be taken tor granted that the 
President will carry forward tbe polic7 agreed to bJ the lxecutive• of all govern
ing bodie1 in Zioniet life. 

Dr. Goldmann ea.id that Mr. Gellman 1a letter waa wrongl)' directed to the 
lmergency Committee, which could not control the activitie1 of either Dr. Weizmann 
or h1m11lf, who were dlrecti, re1ponelble to the Executive. 

Moreover, it waa impoaaible to have full, free and frame diacuaaion on 
confidential matters 1t the etatemente made at 1uch meetlns• were to be cabled to 
Pale•tine. labbi !erlin had cabled to Pale1tine hl1 interpretation ot Dr. leiz
mann•• and h11 own (Dr. Goldmann'•) remarks at the meeting ot June lat. At that 
meetina, another meeting for further elarlf1cation had been arranged. Nothing 
conclusive bad been Aid by Dr. Weimann; certainl)' nothing to indicate that either 
he or Dr. Weilma!ln had aaid indicated a retreat from the Biltmore resolution. 
levertheleaa llabbi Berlin ha4 cabled to Palestine reporting that both he and Dr. 
Weizmann wanted to abandon the Biltmore Beaolution. In addition to the breach ot 
confidence, there waa the matter of tran1mitting IUCh information through the 
British e.Dd United State• cen1or1 which could be onl1 haJ'mtul. Jlreaa., aa a reault 
of the Misrachi cable much agitation had been arouaed in Palestine and an inter
chan&e of D11Deroua cable• no doubt veey edifying to the !riti1h and Jmerican 
authorltie•• bad taken place, If l'UCh action• were to be permitted to anr member• 
of the lmergency Comnlttee en1 po11ibilit7 of frank dl1cu1lon would be precluded, 
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Dr. Goldmann associated himsolf mth Mrs. Holprints ~oation that a.nothor 
mooting mth Dr. Weizmann be nskod for. 

Babbi Berlin anawerod Dr. Goldmann ns follovs1 For tho Yishuv tho whole 
matter m1a ono ot lifo and doath. Ho boliovod it his duty to roport to his col- · 
loagu.01 in Palostino tho dovolopmonts of tho situation horo. Ho thought that Dr. 
Woi~mannt a statomont w.s porfoctly clear and that it was opposod to tho Biltmoro 
resolution. As to tho mattor of tho censor, ho boliovod his cable ~as uordod in 
such o. ~ thn t no dome.ge could have boon done. 

Mrs. Ho.lprin said eho too thought tho ma.ttor ono of lifo ond death. ~t 
she could not agree \'11th Babbi Borlin•s position. If thore mis a.ny valuo in . tho 
Emorgoncy Committoo it t1as that thoy could discuss and net ns a bod1'. If avoey 
statomont ma.do in confidonco vero to be roportod tho body ~uld bo dostroyod. 
It is up to tho Emorgency Oomm:lttoo itsolf to docido 't'lbo.t should bo roportod to 
Po.lostiho. Tho mooting of Dr. Weizmann of Juno let had boog. considorod so con
fidential that ovon tho boards of the conetituont organization had rocoivod no 
roport. 

Judge Levinthal said that it had boon certa.inly mo.do cloo.r that tho 
moating of June 1st was to bo ~opt in strict confidonce. Moroovar, it naa 
assumed that a.11 tho moetin,;s of tho Emergoney OomI!Jittoe wro in oxocu.tivo soa
sion and strictly contidontial. 

Mr. Wertheim pointod out thAt tho oattor ns cnblod by tho Hizro.chi had 
alroaey been publici1od in the prose in Pa.l.01tino and ho had roceivod cablos on 
the mo.ttor. 

Mr. Shulman pointod out tho political dnmco uhich ws bound to rosul t 
trot1 having cnblos of such a nature pnsa through tho hands of tho Bri tiah conaor. 

Aftor some furthol discu.asion it wo.a gonorolly agrood that all mootinge 
of tho Emorgoney Cocm.ttoe aro strictly confidential and that no roport of thOD 
should go to Pal.ostino ri thou t consul ting tho Comm ttoo. 

It tms furthor ogreod thnt if possiblo a furthor t10otin« should bo hold . 
m. th Dr. 1'o1zmann boforo his doparturo, though it oos roportod that this tm.a 
unlikol7,. sinco tho p~icians had for tho timo boing catogoricnlly f'orbiddon Dr. 
Woizmo.nn to spook at Q.111' t10otings. 

Rabbi Gold so.id ho did not agroo thnt nothing conclusivo had boon an1d at 
tho first oooting T1i th Dr. Woiztl8.M., nor that 1 t had boon cloe.rly understood that 
n eocond JOOOting vaa achedulod for tho purposoa of' c'.l,arificntion. Ho said the 
quoslion of tho cable passing thr9U,Ch tho hands of tho consors uas quito a dif
foront one f'rot1 tho propr1et~ of inforcing Pnlostino. ·Ho did not boliovo Ml' 
broo.ch of confidence '\lBB. invol vod. Mizrnchi had, in foot, invi tod all tho oocbore 
of the Offico Oocmittoo to participa.to at a oootinc to discuss tho oottor• but 
they hnd ~afusod to coce • . 

. 
Mr. 1101,mann doplorod tho fnct that any lack of oo~idonco should bo ox-

prossod about Dr. Ooldmml•a adheronco to tho Biltcoro prograc, ospocial~ juat 
as ho tma about to opon a political of:t'ico in Washington. Dr. Go)-dmm, had 
roported his necot1atione in Washington fully and "11th tho utr.x,at fre.nknoaa and 
had coneiatontly 1nd1co.tod hia a.dhoronco to the !11 tnore prograc. l'othing that 
ho aa.14 could bo interprotod ae n rotroo.t fron thi1 po1i tion and ho tm.a ontS.tlod 
to the fullost contidonco of tho Comcittoo. 



Mr. Szold said he undorstood th~t tho motion '71th roforenco to tho con.
fidontial charactor of tho oootinga of tho Ecorgonc7 Cocmttoe ho.d not boon put 
sinco that ie alr~ tho rulo of the Com.ttee. • He mvod tho follov.lng rosolutlont 

"Whereas it has boon disclosod. at this :cooting that ca.blos t1ont to 

Pal.ostine after a first neoting ~th Dr. Woizrla.nn, and boforo tho continuance of 

thnt oooting miich tms dofinit9l7 schodulod., this com.ttoo records its disapproval 

of the cables sent b;v Mizraclli. ~ 

'lhe cotion was carried. 

It was tigroed that tho Exocu.tivo bo infor:ced of tho ootion. 
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CONFIDENl'IAL #119 

MINUTES OF 11:lll'ING 

AMERCCAN EMEFGEIDY OOMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST DFAIP.S 

July 13, 1943 

A special meeting of the members of the otrioe Comni ttee ot the American 
llnargency Committee tor Zionist ~ftaira and the Zionist members or the Executive 
Committee ot the American Jewish Conference took place on TUesday, July 13, 1943 
at 8:00 p.m. at the Aator Hotel• New York City. 

PRES!NT: 

Dr. Wise (proaiding), Mr. Boukstein, Mr. Bressler, Mr, Bublick, Mra. 
Epstein, Rabbi Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Sam Goldstein, Mr. Gnsnb&rg • . Mre. 
Fnlprin, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Kenan, Mr. Leichtman, J'udge Levinthal, Mr. Lipsky, Mr1-

lleg1da, Dr. Margoahes, Rabbi Miller, Mr. ~eummin, Mr. Nirenstein, Mrs. Pool, M:r. 
Quittman, Mias Rothbard, J"udge Rothenberg6 Mr. Segal, J'udge Shermell., Mr. Shatzer, 
llr. and Mrs. Shulman, Mias Shultz, Mr. Sonnonreich, Mr. Stanton, Mr. stern, Mr. 
Tennenbaum, Mr. Woisgol, Mr. Weismon, Mrs. Wise. 

Dr. Wiso coiled the meeting to ordor and snid that the mooting had bean 
col.lad 1n order to deteltD.ine what should, in the opinion ot thoee present, bo done 
to assure that the .American Jowish Conference would act in accordance with 
Zionist aims and demands. 

Dr. Goldetoin pointod out that everyone should be mndo oworo ot the foct 
that any definite notion taken at the Conference would be binding lator. 

Mr. Woiegol enid that tho dangor was not what tho Exooutive will do but 
what we will do. We should benr in mind toni~t when we make any dooisions· that 
they are vory consequential. It 1e imporative that wo form a united front tonight, 
Questions or vital importance that will be on tomorrow's ogendn or the meetiig of 
the Exooutivo Comnittee of tho Ainerioan Jewish Cont'brence include the program for 
thf) Conference, olection or appointment or a stoering oommittee, o roport ot tho 
Preliminary Studios Committee, ond preparations for tho Conforenco. 

It was pointed out thot the first problem which uill orise tomorrow would 
be the program of tho Conferonco. As decided in Pittsburgh, the Executive Comnittee 
stops functioning at this point. It 11 oonoorned only with the organization ot the 
Conteronco now and with arranging for the opening session on August 29th, A.ftor 
that tho Conforenoo must proceed according to recognized parliamentary procodure. 

Mr. Lipekf soid thnt what 1& involved is the launchin& ot n porlirunent or 
.. ·- 0 1 

Iews. The election returns rovoal thni the ovorwhelming mnjority of Jewish publio 
opinion in this country haa sustn med the Zionist o'luao. A vacuum now exists bo
tweon the olectiona and the Conforonca~ The Jlzee\ltive Committee .~ the Conterenoe 
will attempt to till this voouum until the Conference organizes itself. The 
setting up of the Prolimin~ry Studios Committee on the port of the Executive ia an 
example. Something to talte the place of tho Exooutive Committee must ex>me into 
existonco betoro AUgust 29th~ Wo ~ro tho repreaentatives of tho Zionists. Wo 
muat prepare oureelvoe nnd we must prepare n program. It ia 1mparnt1vo that the 
Conteronoe be organizod on tho basis of ideological groups. It must be clocrly 
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undsratood that the Executive Committeo conses to function artor the preliminnry 
errangemonta have bean mado. Wo must make cortnin that tho Exeouti ve Committee 
does nothing beyond making the necessary physical arrangements nnd orfJlnizing the 
prooeduro at tho opening sossion on ~ugust 29th. Wo must truce over trom there on. 
It a standing commit tee ie not organized beto ro tho Conterenoe we shell lose a great 
deal oft 1ma. Mr. Lipsky cited as a model standing committee the Permnnanz .&ua
schuas of the World Zionist Congress. 

J'udgo Levinthnl said that he agreed with moet of Mr. Lipsky•s remarks, 
but he felt that the affilietod organizations would resent it it we took it for 

• granted that wo were thoir leadors. We know thot tho vast majority of tho olectod 
delegates are Zionists but they would nevortheless reeont it if we wa.ild nssune 
leadership. Ho suggested that a committee on committoee should be elected through 
a mail canvas among the 500 delegates prior to the Conterenee. 

Upon enquiry es to procedure, J'udge Levinthal en id that we should send 
each delegate n list of the nomes of the other delegates and oak them to elect 25 
names from that list. Those with the greatest number o -r votos oould servo on tho 
comnittee on committees. In the meantim the ZOA and other orgruiizotiona can 
oanvas their delegates and suggest names for olection. 

The quest ion was raised as to who would approach i ho non-organized delo
gatee. Judge Levinthal felt that wo could recommend to them whom thay should 
elect. That wculd ba diftorant from assuming loadership. Thia camnittee on 
commi ttoes wculd have to toke upon it self the ele otion ot a proeaidium. 

Ki-•. Pool said that wo know just what our strength 
that the Preltminary Studies Comnittee haa a real purpose. 
should not be demobilizod or pared down immediately. It boe 
so fer. 

is. She believed 
Tho Exocutive CommittR · 
shown good judgment 

It waa pointed out that the division ot power in the Exocutivo is about 
fifty fifty while the elect ion returns sbou a preponderance of Zionists. 

Dr. Goldeuin said that even though he might appoar to be contradictii:g 
himself, he wishct~ to make the following suggestion: We should think ot the Con
ference in long range terme. What impression will it make on the J'ewish public 
mind if at the first session of the Contbrenco it is discovered that the Zionists 
he.ve already organized thcnaelves and he.vo, so to spoak, tokon over tho Conference 
and are running it? Therefore, oven it tho first session takos placo starting 
August 29th it should boa purely formal session. Othor~iae tho m1norit1os in the 
Conforenco will be discouraged. Thoro is a possibility that oorta1n people might 
walk out and we should postpone such o walkout as long as poss1blo. In Dr. 
Goldstein's opinion the chances of such o walk-out would bo minimized in direct 
proportion to the length of tho Conference. If 1 t preeonts on opportunity for the 
various factions to talk ovor and clarify the issues involved it might bring about 
a spirit of understanding. If we follow this process we will impose an obligation 
on tho minoritioa to adhere to tho Conforence, We should postpone any poes1b111ty 
ot cleavage as long aa possible. Therotoro, Dr. Goldstein submitted for the oon
sidoration of those present whothar it might not be advisable thnt tho opon1ng 
aeasion ot tho Conforence be devoted entirely to speaahee ·ond addressee. Certain 
groupa within the majority will he.ve to be nurtured. For all these reasons we 
should not take d •➔ finite action at the first session tran A.Ugust 29th to Sett ember 
2nd. It might be vory unwise to force the issue of strongth so oarly. Such 
tests had better be left for future coatings of tho dole gatoa. 



Mr. Sogal and Dr. Margoahos pointed out that if Dr. Goldstoin's suggostionf.. 
wero followed, there would be groat disappointment aroong the public ot large; what 
is mora, there nevor will bo any further session of tho Conference under such 
circumstances, for people would feol that tho whole Conference is 1\ltile. 

Dr. Margoshes added that ho believed thot Dr. Goldstein wos mnking a grovo 
error it ho thought that in o five day Conferenco consisting of spoechoa and 
"gotting ocquointod" we can persuade certain people to our point of view. He felt 
thnt tho time hod come for a showdown, and if we were no t -:;oing to write the Con
foronca resolutions our opponents would. Wo mot this evening to orgnnize and not 
to adopt delaying tactics. 

Mrs. Epstein, while agreeing po.rtiolly with Mr. Sogol o.nd Dr. Mnrgosh08, 
said that she reolized thnt Dr. Goldstein wos not altogether wrong, as the minds 
and reactions of our opponents must be taken into consideration. She felt that wo 
should oct according to Mr. Lipsky•s suggestion but with moro subtl~ty. Probot :y 
85~ o~ the delegates ore Zionists but ~hether or not they will act us such i R n0t 
at all assured. She felt that we should organize and influence the dolegatea be
hind the aoenos, so to speak, so as not to create the impression of having takon 
ovor tho Conferenco and still achiove our oima. 

Mr. ihulman said that the first session, the very first time tho Con
forence delegates got togethor, might well be devoted to addrosses and tho like but 
thnt it was impoaoiblo to believe that one could continue such proooduro for fivo 
days. Tho Conference must fonnuloto a program. The EXecut ivo Conmi tteo might sot 
the stage but we must know in what direction the program is to go on. Tho quostion 
ot organization will coma to the floor at the meetin~ tomorrow ond we shouln agree 
now on urging tho organization of a standing committee. Mr. Shulman snid that he 
was not in favor of 1udge Levinthal•s suggestion tor mail canvas. Wo must, howovor, 
work out a formula for controlling the proposed st anding committee. If wo aro to 
act effectively we must act as a unit. 

Rabbi Miller eeid that tho qu~stion ot tactics nt tho Confaronco is ono 
of major importance. First of all, the Executive may resolve itself into a program 
committeo to outline the program for celling the Conferai co or it may appoint a 
sub-committeo for that purpose. We must challenge the Exocutive on that. It hae 
no ··right to plan beyond the opening session. Secondly, the question orisos who 
shall be on the Praesidium of the Conference. The Executive mi~t constituto itsolf' 
into a nominating committeo. This, too, we should challenge. Thirdly, the Execu
tivo may constitute itsolf into a committee on committees and we must ehnllengo 
that. Whnt is going to be tho •~ency to do o.11 these things in the place of tho 
Executive.? Our opponents will olwoys reolize what we ore trying to do. Rabbi 
Millor felt thot a standing committee such as Mr. Lipsky suggestod would not repre
sent organizations or ideologies but delegates. He proposed thnt the standing 
committee be organized on tho ba1is of one nmmba~ for every ten delegates. For in
stance, there ore 22 delegates from Philadelphia, therefore they ore entitlod to 
elect two of their number as membors of the stondilg oomnittee. 

It was pointed out thnt this pmposol. wns most unfa ir bocnuso tho 
minorities would be completely wiped out. 

1udge Rothenborg ogreod with Dr. Goldstein to soma oxtont but said that we 
should realize that our actions in overy respect have a grent dool of consequonco, 
Ho oonsiderad it ndvis~bl J that ot tha first session wo should seek points of 
agreement rather thon to omphosizo dif'feroncos. We should try to involv~ the non-
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Zionist mooibers of the Conferonoo into all tho phases of the Conferenco. Wa 
should try yo givo on impress ion ot pormononcy. Whot oomos out ()f tho Conferonco 
must roprosont thJ opinion of .American Jowry. This .American Jewish Conforence 
will be functioning not merely for the first gathering but for the durntion of ine 
war and therefore we should elect a Prnosidtum, using the Zionist Congress pro
ceduro as an exanple. Evoiyone will recognizo that we should have o mojority on 
the standing committee but wo should not nntagonizo our opponents before it is 
necessary. When the time comes for us to assort our full strength, we should do 
so. 

He suggested that we should make the White Paper issue one of the main 
ones of the tirat. gathering of tho Conforonoe and thus create tho impression thot 
Attorican Jewry is united on this matter. 

Mr. Shulman said that ho felt that we ware in substantial agreement that 
the forming of an actual conmitteo bo postponed until the first session of the Con
ference itsGlf but that we must do all preliminary wortc in advanco and appoint n 
small committee for this task. 

Dr. Wise was in agroemont with th i a. 

Dr. Goldstein pointed out that he only wanted the spirit of his remarks 
considered and not the details. He would not compromise on Zionist principles. He 
simply meo.nt that we ahould bo patient and not rush our victory o.t the Conference. 
He felt that because ~e aro strong wo can afford to be pationt. 

Mr. Weisgal oxpreasod his opinion that if uo do not mako proporations now 
tho cleavages will come out nt the Conforonoo itself. Th0 )•eople on the other side 
k'nc,w fully well what the Zionists want and th at t hoy are going to aak for the ut
most. If we are going to be generous, thoy should know the source of tho gonorosi
ty. If those factions that are indifforont will roalize that we nre strong and de
termined they will follow us. Nobody evor wants to be on the "losing toan". Ho 
proposed the followings At the Exeoutivo Committee meeting the noxt day wo shoulcl 
propose that the Exocutivo Conmitteo should appoint a committee for tho organiza
tion of the Conference, baaed on some :reflection of the groupings of the delegates. 
This can be dona without arousing any animosity. If wo do not toko such n stand we 
will nover have a Conforenco. If wo make it possiblo for the unaffiliated groups 
to boon the committoes, thoy will look to us for leodorahip. 

Mr. Naumann enquirod how wo can assure that the reflection is fair. Mr. 
Weisgal snid that we know moro or loss who tho dolegates are, or olse wo con soa to 
it that the committee is organized by ~oups. He added that this is on ad hoc 
body and that we must plan tor it. Zionist Congresses, World Jewish Congresses 
and similar gatherings aro continuing bodies and preparations aro made long in ad
vance. This .American Jewish Conferonce is not of tho same nature. 

Mr. Stanton wished to mako three points. First, ho did not th ink that 1h o 
Conforenco should be postponed, as the public would think that we were afraid of tho 
outcomo. Secondly, he did not believe in any 1\lture sessions, os oomething definite 
is expected trom this session. Third: , if we have unity omong ourselves we will 
have a strong majority, otherwise we will be overpowered. 

Miss Shultz movod that the Exeoutivo Committee should bo intormod to
morrow that in accordanco with the Pittsburgh agrooment it goes out of existence 
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with the oponing of tho Conforonco and that thoronftor tho conforence should 
organize itself on tho basis of the groupings of the dalogotes. 

Dr. Wise ,considorod tho motion obvious but said that we should got it 
out of the way. It was carried unanimously. 

After considorable further discussion it was unanimously decided that 
Dr. Wise and Judge ~cvinth~l bo authorizod to appoint a committee to work out a 
slato reprosonting Zionist groups for the proposed Conference Standing Committee, 
such slato to bo subject to tho approval of the groups which met this evening. 

Previously in the evening Dr~ Wise had reported that ho hnd been · , 
approached on the question of postponing the Conference. Tho person who hod dis
cussed tho mattor with Dr. Wise felt that in view of the invasion of Europe and 
the large number of casualties thnt seemed inevitable ns n result it would bo 
considored un-American if the Jews of .America at that particulor time met to con-· 
cern themselves with their own problams only. 

Mrs. Epstein, Mr. Bublick and others felt that it was impossible to 
foresee what the military situation was going to be later in tho fall or at nny 
other time. A.zoorican Je,1ry hod boen keyed up to this Conforenco and it would bo 
a serious let down if it woro postponed now. 

It was agroed that tho Conference should not bo postponed. 

The meoting adjourned at 11:30 p.m. 
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CONFIDENTIAL #110 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERICAN WERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST A..4Q'FAIRS 

July 20, 1943 

A meeting of the Office Committee of the .American Emergency Committ~e 
for Zionist Affairs wae held on Tuesday, July 20 1 1943 at 5:30 p.m. at 41 East 
42nd Street. 

PRESENT: 

Dr. Goldstein (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mr. Cruso, Mrs. Epstein, Rabbi 
Gold, Mr. Greenberg, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Neumann, Mrs. Pool, Judge Rothenberg, Mr. 
Shulman, Mr. Szo ld. 

Frisch. 

Dr. Goldmann, Mr. Kenan, Mr. Mag1da, Mr. Weisgal4 

Mr. Daniel Frisch (by invitation). 

Dr. Goldstein called the meeting to order and welcomed Mr. Daniel 

CABL ~ FROM P AUSTINE REGARDING EMERGENCY CONnRE CE: 

The attached cable from the Executive in Jerusalem was read. Dr. • 
Goldmann reported that it had been taken up at the Executive Committee meeting of 
the ZOA and that the con.census of opinion had been that such a meeting would ie 
highly desirable provided that the necessary travel arrangements could be made. 
He al.so mentioned that in his opinion it ·11 now relatively safe to go aa far as 
Casablanca by convoy and from there it would be a one day trip to Palestine. He 
personally doubted whether the Palestine Administration would allow such a meeti1tg 
to take place in Pale stina; he was atraiQ that tho High Commissioner would rege:.·1.1. 
a gathering of this nature as a provocation to tho Arabs. He also pointed out 
that if we wanted to socure priorities for the American delegation the one and )nly 
person to approach in this respect was Mr. Sumner Welles who, in turn, would e.d.-
v iso us 'against such a meeting and would immediately ask the Britimi. In other 
words, to talk to Mr. Welles was tantamount to talking to tho British. 

Dr. Goldmann also mentioned that a cablo had been sont to Dr. Weizmann 
to ascertain whethor ho oxpootad to attend if the ConferenJe could be arranged. 

It waa folt by all prosont, howover, that the Executive in Jeruealom 
must havo beon aware of those difficulties when the cable we.a sont. 

Mr. Shulman raiaed the question whether it would not bo more advisablo 
and practicable trom the point of view or transportation as woll as from tha 
politioal viewpoint it the meeting wore to be held in Londun rather than in 
Palostine or, as had alS> boen suggested, in America. 

It wae suggeatod that a cable bo aont to Pal0stino to tho oftect that 
the EDDrgency Comnitteo was in principle in favor or suoh a moating being cal~e1 
and that we would inveatigato further whether it was foasibl0. ~t ~as pointod 
out, howevor, that in that caso tho Executive might proueeu tn calling the meoti~ 
and that, in the oTent that the dittioul ties in our way Vi3ro unsurmountable, tho 
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meeting would in fact talco placa without an AJnorioen delegation. This was to be 
avoidod and atter some further discussion it was unani.11.ouRly agreod to eJna a c~rle 
to Palestine to the effect that wo realized the importan.c13 encl desirab~ll-fj,,: o-: 
such a meeting and that we would communicate v1ith t!1rni f\1rthur in a wer,k ""1,: t-en 
days. 

It was further agreed that none of the constituent organizations would 
iii the meantime send a cable on. thoir own heh!llf \)a .. thut they would tatJ =-~ t;.;> 

with their respective National Boards or E~vc~:tL·o ·] -.,;r.:·ut.,.vees. 

AMERICAN JEWISH COmEFENCE: 

It was reported that the only Hotal available for the Conf'orence in 
New York was the Waldorf' Astoria and that it had therefore boen consiier3d ~o 
hold the Conference in Atlantic City. It was the conconsus of opinion r hnwmrcr 
that the Conference should talce place at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. 

It was further reported by Dr. Goldmann that at the meeting of the 
Office Canmittee and the Zionist members of the Executive Committee of tho A.rne~ic«:U1 
Jewish Conference at the Hotel Astor it had boen unonimoualy decidod that D~ - ~ lEJ 

and Judge Levinthal be authorized to 1tpp·o1r.t P. comm~ttoe to work out a sle.t-3 J'.'A

presenting Zionist groups for the proposed Contc:"OnJe atanding committee. Ir~ 
the meantime this had been discussed at a meeti'lg of the Executivo Committeo of 
the ZOA and that it had been decided that th~s joint action on tho matter of tho 
slate for the standing committee should bo deterred until Zionist forces had boen 
united. Judge u,vinthal had appointed a corma~.ttee within the ZOA which was 
hoadod by Mr. Daniel Frisch to organize tho Z~onist delegates. This committoe in 
turn was to contact other Zionist groups and organizo a coalition of the Zionist 
delegates. 

There was coneidorable discussion on the preparations for the Conference 
and on the position that should be taken by the Zionists. 

Some of those presont felt that the first session of the Conference 
might be an m:IIOPPPl"tnne moment to elect the delezat~s to the Poace Conference oi:- tr) 

have a detinitivo Zionist program adopted. They fQlt that since such 1e~clutiohs 
could not be implemented at the time they might loso their effectiveness ovor a 
period of time. 

On the othdr hand it was felt that if the .Am'3rican Jewish Conference, 
which aroused the highest expectations in American Jewish public opint(•n, would 
adjourn without having taken satisfactory action on this vital question, thoro 
would be great disappointment and no further session could succeasful!y Qe 
organized. 

It was turthor pointed out that it was highly important thnt it bo mado 
clear to the Allied Governments that American Jewry stands solidly behind the • • .. 
Biltmore progran nnd the Zionist demands. It no action is token at the first 
session it may well be assumed by London and Washington thflt the Palestine issue 
is a mattor of little importance to .American Jewry and that Zionism is o anell 
and insignificant movement without any real importance, 

Mr. Lipsky said that we could rush into the Conference and have tho 
Biltmore Resolution adopted by the Conference by nn 80% to 85% majority but that 
this would be an empty victory. Mr. Lipsky suggested that in ordor to achiove 
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something tongible, the Conforence should issue n cloar statement of principlo 
now but not necessarily dotinito instructions to tho delagatos to tho Peaco Con
ferenco who may be elected at tho Conference. It might also be advisoblo to 
elect such delegates ot a subsequent sossion of the Conforence in tho light ot 
developments in tho international situation rather than ot the first session. 

Ha suggested further that the Office Committee appoint n sub-committee 
to formulate a pro~ to be submitted to the Conferonco. 

In this connootion Judge Rothenberg pointed out that n chnngo of tho 
wording but not the substance of the Biltmoro program might be a mfttter of 
strategy. 

Mr. Graeoberg moved that it be the coneensus of opinion thnt the 
question o~ PalosYine be dofinitely disposed of at tho first session of the 
American JewiSh Canterence. In his opinion any other action would be regarded 
as an indication ~f the willingness on the port of the Zionists to yield. 

Dt. Gol4mann expressed his viow that it would definitely be a serious 
set back to our cJuae from the foreign political standpoint if the first session 
of the Conferenco wero to adjourn wit~out a clear statement of principle. H0 

said that in weighing the above consiSrations against the internal difficulties 
ho reached the ccmelusion that some expression shoulld come out of the first 
session. He fol~ that this expression need not necessarily have the exact wording 
of tho Biltmore program. In addition he endorsed Mr. Lipsky's point ot viow 
with rospect to ihe appointment of a sub-committee. 

Ho the~etore formally movod that tho Office Committee appoint a 
comnittoo to foJ91Ulate a program to be submitted to the Conference. 

In tha onsuing discussion of the two motions by Mr. Greenberg nnd Dr. 
Goldmann the wording or Mr~ Groenberg's motion that the Poleatino question should 
be "definitely 4ispoaed of" was oorrocted to read os follows: It is the concensus 
of opinion that we should attempt at the first sessioll of the ilirarican Jewish 
Conferonca to secure the adoption of the bo.aic Zionist program but not necoesori:y 
definitive inst~uctions to the delogntos. 

Dr. toldstoin stated that while at the meeting o.t tho Hotel ~tor he 
had exprossed the view that perhaps it might not be advisable to rush tho Con
ference into tile adoption of the 1\lll Zionist progrom, he hod since been convinc0d 
that it would be an error to avoid if necesso.ry having the Conferonco adopt •he 
basic Zionist program. Consequently he agreed with the motions made by Dr. ·~ - : 
Goldmann and Jr. Greenberg. 

Afier some discussion Dr. Golclnann•s and Mr. Greenberg's motions were 
unanimously •arried. 

It was also sugg0stod that the delegates should be intormod that thore 
would be a minimum of two sessions. 

j.ttor turthor discussion an agreement was also reached on Mr. Shulman's 
suggestion that a meeting of all Zionist delegates be definitely called the day 
prior to the convening ot the Conforenco and at that time to present the Zionist 
program. 
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Lm"l'ER FRCJA DR. WEI2'MANN TO m. WIS!:: 

The discussion of Dr. Weizmann's letter ot J'une 25 to Dr. Wiso was 
postponod until the next meeting ot the Office Coamittee when it should be the 
tiret 1 tem on tho agenda. 

In tho meantime copios of the letter should not be distributed by tho 
constituent organizations. 

The moating adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
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RA.DIM 215 N 156 WIREl.ESS VIA MACKA.YRADIO - JERUSAIEM 12 

Nl.T PALES TINE EM1£R G.IlN CY COMMITTEE 
41 EAST 42 NEWYOIK (FA) 

AFTER SERIOUS CONSIDERATION EIECU'I'IVE REACHED UNANIMOUS CONCLUSION 

'll!AT ORD"!ml.Y CONDUCT ZIONIST AFFAIRS AND EFFECTIVE PROSECUTION POLICY 

RENDER EARLIEST CONVOCA.TION PALESTINE SESSION GREATER ACTIONS C001ITI'EE 

l...BSOLUTELY IMPERATIVE STOP ATTENDANCE Kf LEAST P, .. Rl' MEMBERS ACTIONS 

COMMITTEE RESIDENT .AMERICA ENGLAND TOGB.iTHER {I'm SIECI!..L DEIEGATES 

ZIONI3T ORG.'~ISA.TI ONS ABC.NE COUNTRIES .~D SOUTfLlFRIC.'l. IS INDISPEWABLE 

STOP .tlRE URGING WEIZMANN OTHER MEMBERS -~D POLITICi.L REPRESENTATIVES 

EXECtJrIVE ABROl.D GIVE D.1MEDI~ELY 'IHEffi CONSENT ATrEND SESSION STOP 

FEEL CONFIDENT :~L CONC13RNED WILL RE1U.ISE TOGETHER WITH US VITAL 

NECESSITY REGULARISE POSITION G:SNERATE NEW DRIVE COHESION WITHIN MOVEMENT 

_'lFrER FOUR YE~S SEP.~ON iliD UNCOORDINla'ED ACTIVITY STOP FULLY RE.UISE 

DifflCULTIES INVOLVED BUT IN HIGHEST INTERESTS ZIONISM PRESENr UNPRECl

DENrED EMEBGENCY MU8T ~E.AL FOR SUPREME EFFORTS VIEW ENSURING REPRESENr A

TIVE SESSION .. llJTHORIT.ti'IVE ORG-~ MOVEMENT IF NECESS~ BY UNDERT.J<:ING 

S3..l VOYAGE STOP PROPOSE HOLDING SESSION OCTOBER OR NOVEMBER C!aBlE NAMES 

MEMBERS AMERICA -1.CTIONS COMMI'ITEE DELEG,~TE ORG..lfIS.:\!rIONS J.ND HE.iU>S FUNDS 

WHO PREP~~D COME 

EXE cur NE JEWISH Ml IINCY 




