
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated. 
Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         101           35            65 
 
 

British policy on Palestine, 1942-1943. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



f 

-

BRITISH EMBASSY 

Washington. n.c. 

March 4th, 1943. 

Dear Dr. \iei zmannt 

As Lord Halifax is indisposed, I am replying 
to your letter to him of February 16th on the subject of 
the possible transfer of the 70~000 Ro4Jmardan Jews. 

We have heard from the Foreign Office that 
His Majesty's Government nave no evidence to show whether 
the Roumanian proposal was meant to be taken seriously. 
But if it was, it was clearly a piece of blackmail which 
if successful woiild open up the endless prospect on the 
part of Germany and her satellites in Southeastern Europe 
of unloading at a given price all their unwanted nationals 
on oversea.a countries. In regard to th~~ admission of refugees 
into Palestine, His Majesty:s Goverbne~t have gone to the fur
thest practical limits in the arrangement announced in the 
House of Commons on February 3rd i:i regard to the a.dmiasion 
of Jewish children and a proportion or adults into the man
dated territo17,; The difficulties of carrying out this 
scheme are formidable enough, and no country would be willing 
to lay itself open to the form of press'U.re implicit in the 
alleged Roumanian suggestion. 

His Majesty's Government in conjunction m.th the 
Governments of the tJ:nited Nations wi.11 continue to give 
earnest study to all :pra.ctj.cal means of alleviA.ting the 
refugee position 'Nhi~h are consister,1; w1 th the fullest war 
effort, bu.t to ad.mi t the method of b~ackma.il and slave pur
chase ~ould be a serious prejudice to the successful prose
cution of 1;~e ·wai"o As they see 1 t 11 the blunt truth is that 
the whole complex of humanitarian problems raised by the 
present German dom".nation of Europa, of which the Jewish 
question is an important but by no means the only aspect 1 

can only be dealt with completely by an .Allied victory, and 
any step calculated to prejudice t;hi s is not in the real 
interests of the Jews of Eu.rope. 

Mr. Eden therefore trusts that you will appre
ciate that Hie Majesty-ls Government must proceed along prac
ticable lines and avoid being drawn into action dictated b7 
an enemy government. 

Yours very sincerely, 

R, I. Campbell 
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SECRET ..,.. ______ ... 

-- - HOTE OF, COUVERSATION i7ITH Mr. J. H, l.WlTil{ 

June 24th a.t the 11hi te House ~ ,e'l eA.,ev"YTJ) 
I had cone to 1:nou l~r. Hartin at the tine uhen he had been a member Cl· 

of the Palestine division of the Colonial. Office. In 1936-7 he uas secretary 

to the Palestine Boyn.l Commission; since the latter part of 1940 he has been 

principal private secretary to the Prine lanister. 

After a feu renarks of a personal character I said that the latest 

developments in the nilitary situation in .Africa uere naturally causing us the 

greatest anxiety. TI'e uere convinced that the Allies would uin the war bu.t 

before that happened Palestine miGht be occupied by the Axis and that night 

nean not only destru.ction of the National norae but the actual physical exter

nination of the Jews in Palestine. tihat had happened non oade more pressing 

than ever our claim that a Jenish force be organized in Palestine. I uent on 

to say that 1.1r. ifu.rtin uould lmou that in September 1940 the Prioe 1:1nister 

had given a clear direction in favor of the establishment of a Jeuish force. 

Subsequently various things happened - the then Colonial Secretary had died, 

there was opposition from various quarters, and the matter had first been 

held up and finally abandoned. I asked if l~. da.rtin could eive me a:ny ind:1-

cation as to 1h4tber the matter had come actively before the Prime i.il.nister 

of late. Ur. H. did not reply directly to this question, but said that it tras 

some IJOnths since he ( •. illrtin) had been posted on developments ui th regard to 

the matter of Jenish self-defense in Palestine. He uas under the impression 

that nhile there uns no Jem.sh arny·, - a good deal had been done both by r,ay . . 

of a Horie Guard and in other directions to enable the Jaus to defend themselves. 

I explained that the H0me Guard uas akin rather to a police unit ,1hich Dight 

be of value in maintaining security internally under certain circumstances, but 

as at present organized uas of little value as a Dilitary factor in the campaign 

for the Near East. On the other hand, the 13,000 ~aws enrolled in the art!lY and 
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Note on Conversation m.th 
llr. J.M. Martin June 24, 1942 

RAF nere for the most part functioning in various au..·~dliary forraations -

engineers, aircrnft-groundst1en, etc., and in t~1e case of corabatnnt uni ts, uere 

scattered about in unrelated conpanies. A Je• risll division, or t ... ·.·o or three 

divisions, TTould be a ver:r different story. 3Q,OOO or 40,000 additional nen 

were not a large nunber, as modern arnies nent; but it uas conceivable that in 

a crucial. battle in the 1 ear East they oi6ht 1Jrovide just that additional '7eight 

to turn the scale. Valuable tine had of course been lost. A couple of divisions 

of Palestinian Jeus mght hn.ve had tuo years cxi1erience in desert uarfare bl now 
lir. t. added t!1.at they uould al so be 

and ,.-;rould have been a vnluable asset. / He suGr;ested ho,1ever that so far as tlle 
fiehti!lG for the□selves. 
present crisis was concerned it uould be too late to organize a force that 

could m.ke any effective contribution. I said that ue could only hope that the 

present attack TTould be held, but that no tine should be lost in preparing for 

the future. Hr. lfa.rtin uent on to say that he had heard that the army matter 

nas being pressed in this country by people uho he gathered uere not associated 

uith the Zionist Organization. I said that our oun action micht be sooewhat 

less strident in tone, but that Jeus everyuhere felt ver y stroD£;ly about the 

justice of the claio of Palestine Jeury to defend itself as an organized unit. 

dr. U. said the question rras nhether the establishment of such a 

force uould be helpful to the Righ Comnnnd or not; that there 11ere, as I no 

doubt realizeg. political reasons for not GoillG ahead. I said yes, I kneu that 

certain fears uith regard to po~sible Arab reactions were the explanation for 

not establishing a Jam.sh force; however the non--establiehment of such a force 

did not prevent rebellion in Iraq nor the equivocal attitude of the Arabs of 

F,gypt or of Syria, and the establishment or nor..establishment of a Janish force 

uould not be a determining factor in Arn.b reactions to the uar, uhich uould be 

dependent on their estimate as to uhich side was likely to come out on top. 
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June 24,1942 

I asked Hr. E. uhe~her it would not be possible to have the matter 

brought before the P. :.1. ~ain; just a.s he had been a. decisive fac~or in 1940 

in reacing a favorable decision, - thouch that decision had not been acted upor-

so tofu:cy' ne felt ugain that only nr. Churchill could Give a definite direction. 

I asked uhether ;7e could not subni t a note to ":o.rtin for subr..rl.ssion to the 

Prime I:inister. H. said that if Dr. 'TTeizna.nn were to let hit1 hn.ve such a note 

it TTould certainly be passed on. I mentioned tliat a telegran had been sent 

to loord Halifax for trn.nsmission to the Prine }'[inister. It uas clear fron 

Mr. liartin's reaction he had no in.formation as yet of such a tele~ram. 

In the course of the talk i~r. l~. said that mih regard to the 

raili tar~r cri s1 s it \,ould be rash for hir.:. to attenpt to prop:1.ecy, but there 

'1as some reason for believing t:mt the British forces l1ad recovered thensel ves 

and m,uld hold a._~ainst the reneTTed clrive. 

Before len.viDG I oentioned that a different question ;~~ich troubled 

us fron tit1e to tioe concerned reports of necotiations of the Arab leaders ni.th 

regard to the future of Palestine and the Arab ~1orld. l~. : .. sa id that Hr. 

Churchill nas definite in his vieu that a:rr:,r discussions on future arrungenents 

uere prer.1ature at this tine. There m.c;ht be representations to the 'anister 

o.t .J·ddah, and so forth ,:-,hich TTould be transoi tted in the ordinary rra::,, but 

cer\ainly no cor.ll:litnents uere being nade • 

.A.s I TTas leaving, 1:r. •ro.rtin said that Dr. ;laizraann had tried 

on tuo or three occasions to see ?.:r. Churchill and he hoped that he uas not 

resentful of the fact that cirCUI:1stances had mde it ir.ipossible for him to 

arrange an appointment. ae added that their present stEcy uas a very short one 

and that as way be 1oaeined, ~1e Prioe .:11n1ster uas heavily overburdened. 

The intervieu lasted a half hour. 
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y THI CITADBL 

QlJEBBC 

My dear Lourie, 

Thank you tor your letter, turther explaining the view• Jou 

expre•••d in our conve nation here to4aJ and alao encloaing an aide 

memoire on the request tor a •••age trca Mr. Churchill tor the -.r1oan 

Jewieb OonteNnce. 

I aball lay- the matter before the Prime iniater at a con

venient opportun1t,. 

It was very nice to meet yQl again and ••• Jou looking eo tit. 

I ahall report to your fr1en4• in ~loomaburrl 

Mr. Arthur lourie 
Q :saat •2n4, 

••• Yoa, 
B.T. 

Youra aineerelJ, 

1. 11. Mania 



Letter from Yr. uthur Lourie to Ur. 1. 11. Martin 

Q,uebec, 
aguat 17, lid 

Dear Martini 

You were kind enough to auggeat that I let you have a note on the .AJDerioan. 
1ew1sh Conference and I attach a brief aide-meoire. 

I m.uat apologize for not giving it to you in typewritten form but I have 
no aoretary aTailable here. 

May I take this opportunity to add a few words on the other subject which 
I mentioned to you, that of the proposed joint atatement by the British and AJDerican 
governments the intention of which ia to put a atop, for the time 1-ing, to public 
discussion on the tuture of Palestine. 

A• I suggested when l spoke to you, I reflect much more than Zionist 
opinion when I aay that the effect of aioh a statement would be altogether lamentable, 
and that it would produce a result d contrar, to that intended. In -.r1oa it would 
certainly be deemed, not onl1 by Jewa but bf wiae circle• of liberal opinion, aa an 
unjua titied attempt to atitle public diacuaaion of a Tital post-war iaaue; thi• at 
a time when th• Jew• are atill beiag maaaaore4 by the ten• and IUD4red• of thouaand•J 
at a time, too, when the Arab leaders are meeting treely in Cairo to deal with 
queationa of intimate concern to the future of ~••tine. 

It 1• certain that in the United States auch a statement, far trom silencing 
diacuaaion, would proToke a considerable outcl"J'• In Palestine where the Jewiah 
conmunity feela the nooae of the lh i.te Paper policy drawing eTer., tighter, the 1Ja
plicat1ona to the public aind of auch a ■tatement would inevitably be that the 
United States too ha4 at thia crucial time thrown it• a14 behind that policy. ar 
frail quieting the 111iuat1on it would arouae a feeling of alaJ"II akin to de~ration. 
Put bluntly, the Jewa would feel that Churchill and ~ooaeTelt, whom they still deem 
their trienda, had ala> deaerted thea. 

I om. only expr••• the fenent hope that theae conaiderations have been 
drawn to the attention of 'he Prime IU.niater and the President, and that the pro• 
poaed atatement will not be made • 

.I.gain~ grateful thank• to you personally tor arranging to ••e me in the 
aidat of what must be a rathe~ heotioally buar time. 

xours aincerel1, 

Al'thur Lourie 

• 



SECRET 

Note of' conversation between Mr. J.M. Martin {principal private secretary to Mr. 

Churchill) and Mr. Arthur !Durie at the Citadel, Q~ebec 1 on Tuesday, August 17, 

1943 at 11:00 a.m. 

I vhanked Mr. Martin for arranging to see me at a time when he must be 
extremely busy. I referred to the last occasion on which I had seen him in 
Washington; it was just after the fall of Tobruk and although the Nazis seemed to 
be on the point of entering the Nile valley, he had assured me that the situation 
had "reestablished itself." Mr. Martin said: "Well, you see I was right." 

I asked if' he had been w 1th the Prime Minister in North A.t'rica and he 
told me that he had and that he had flown with him over part of Palestine when he 
had seen Tol Aviv from the air for the first t ime. (Mr. Mart in had be en in 
Palestine as secretary to the P~lestine Royal Commission). He went on to say that 
the war had movod away n~ tran Pnlestine for good. 

He thEm asked ma about the economic situation in Palestino, saying that 
he understood that things Wdre going pretty well there, from that point of viow. 
I said that whilo Malcolm McDonald at tho beginning of the war had dona his boat to 
prevent the dovelopmnt of a base of supplies in Palestine, military necnasities 
had mado that devolopment inevitable and Jowish Palostino had made a val~able con
tribution to tho war effort. 

Our immediate cone0rn, howevor, was not with tho military situation but 
with political questions. I did not know if ho was aware of tho proposal for tho 
issuance of a statemont on Palostino jointly by tho British and !morican Governmonts 
the main object of which would bo to stop discussion of tho Pal Jstino question nt 
this time. Wo wore deeply conoornQd about the implioations of such a atatemont. 
Among the originators of this statement were apparently a Colonol Hoskins, formorly 
with tho Office of Strategic ~orvicos, who was the son of an Am.erioan missionary 
in B~iruth - an environmont not very favorable to us - and Mr. Wallace Murray of 
tho itato Dopartmont. 

Mr. Martin indicatod that ho had heard of Colonel Hoskins. He said that 
as ho understood it thara was no intention of making any decision with regard to 
policy in such a statE1?1ent but morely to dofor matters for tho t 1m3 b oing. Whon 
the Prime Ministor hnd boon in Cairo ho bed bean concornod uith militnry rather thnn 
with polit;ical quostions but ho hod heard thnt tension was increasing in Palest im. 
Naturally any t roublo there would bo "inconvenient" at this t imo • 

. 
I said that I wasµnablo to say from here whether these roports wore 

oxaggaratod or not. It must be remombared that tho Jows of Pnlostino tool nround 
their throats the noose of' tho White Paper which was drawing evor tightor, but that 
in o.ny case the offoots of tho contemplntod statement would bo extremoly bod. Deop 
concern hod been aroused not only in Zionist but also in other Jowish circles of all 
kinds. Among others Judge Rosenman and Mr. Morgonthau had tokon nn interest in tho 
mnttor. I elm referrod to Dr. Wise's interviCffl with tho President. A.s a result 
of these efforts for the timo being a postponement had been achioved. Tho 
effect of tho statement would be just oontrary to that dosired. It vt>uld produce 
an outcry not only on the part ot the Jews but on tho part or liberal opinion 
gonorolly in this oountry whim would regard it ns on intolerable interference with 
rights of' freG spoeoh. It would ,:ilso 
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• oe'~ized on nnd mnde good use of by tho enemies of the Prosidont of whom, h0nven 
knew, there were enough. 

Mr. Martin said that he h,-:1 d heard on tho other hnnd that in Cairo A.rnb 
leaders were meeting to discuss Palestine ns well as other motters. I ngreod 
and said that while Nahos and Nuri were froe to sny and do whnt they like~ wo were 
to be required to be silent. I went on to say that in Pnlostine the effeots of 
the stat001ent would certainly be very b~d. It could only bo interpreted ns 
mBaning that the United Statos had come down on the side o t the White Pnper,. It 
would s0rve to accentuate the bitterness which the White Papor policy had pro
duced. The re~ction would undoubtedly be a vory bad one. Mr. Mortin said; "You 
feel thon that it would not achieve what is int •.Jnded but · just the opposite,.. He 
went on to ask mo if Justico Rosonman was o Zionist. I snid thnt originnlly ha 
would probably have been classed as an miti-Zionist but that like ma11.y others 
the tragedy in Europe had made him feel th Rt s01neth ing must be done, nnd a chm ge 
hod undoubtedly como about in his npproach to the Palestine question. He was not 
~ Zionist in the orthodox sense but one oruld nevertheless any that today he wns 
with us. Mr, Martin noddod at this point. 

Mr. Martin asked mo if it wns my impression thnt the State Department 
w11s opposed to us. I said that we thought that thare wore different views w:Jthin 
the Department. That the Near East Division nnd pnrticule.rly its hoad, Mr. Wallace 
Murray, w0re unfriendly to the Zionist cause. We hud renson to hope th ~t that 
wns not the cose with ltr. Welles or with tho President himself. In reply to~ 
further question about Mr. Murrny, I said one reoson for his hostility aeemod to 
be that ho had a phobia about communism and was infectod with the iden that a 
Jewish Palestine would be n Communist Palestine. 

Mr. Martin said he had seen Dr. Weizmruin in London oftor his return. Dr. 
Woizmann had wan tod to see the Prime Minister but that had not beon possible. Ho 
could not tel 1 him at the t imo thnt tho rooson wns thnt the Prime M~nistor woa just 
thon mnking his preparations to go to the United Statos, Ho hnd thought that ,.r. 
Weizmann wns not looking well and aeemed rnthor depressed. I told Mr. Martin of 
Dr. Weizmann's illness while here and added that while Dr. Weizmann had borne well 
tho heavy blow ot the loss of his eont that, combined with problems both int~rnal 
and exte~~al was a contributory factor. Mr. Mnrtin told me that ~r. Weizmann hnd 
shown him a copy 9f his interview with the Pres·ident which he thought interesting 
nnd which ho had placed before the Prime Minister. 

I then went on to deal with the second matter which I wished to toke up 
ane told him of the impending .American Jewish ionference.. I indicated that the 
Conference was the first really representattve gathering of American Jewry to take 
placo sinco the lost war and thct it would be concernod with questions of the post
war rehabilitntion of EuropoRn Jowry ns well as with questions of Polestine. A 
mossnge to this Conference from tho Prime Minister would be deeply appreciated ~nd 
in view of the specially significant charnctor of the Oonforence wos much to be 
d0sirad, Mr. Mnrtin's immediate reaction was thnt hd doubted pnrticulnrly in viow 
of the situation in Pnlestino whether tho Prime Minister would foal thnt a mossogc 
shoul8. bo sent at this time. I said that on the other hand the Jowis point of viev 
must also be considorod. Jews had suffered as no o,thl3r people had suffered ot tho 
hands of' the Nazis. Our la~est information wns that tho numbors of those mnssadred 
by tho Nazis greatly exceoded the two millions reported o. few months ngo; In the 
face or this calamity very littlo had beon done. &urely tho Jewish position wns 



I ' .. _, 
y' ... . ..... .... 

entitled to some measure of recognition, I mentioned also by wny of prece dont 
thnt about a year ago Mr. Churchill hod sent a message to tho Madison Squ nr0 
Garden m0oting organized by the .Americo.n Jewish Congross. Mr. Mortin a t first 
thought thnt I referred to the private telegram which the rrime Minister hod sont 
to Dr. We izmonn on the occnsion of the nnniversary of the Bnl four Declaration. I 
explained to him that tho M~dison Square Garden message was o public message which 
among other things indicnted appreciation of the contribution of Palostine Jewry 
to the war effort, 

Mr. Mortin nsked who would be chairman of the Oonference. 
thnt would be decided by the Conference itself, The acting chairman 
been Mr. Henry Monsky. head of the lnrge B'nni B'rith orgnnizntion. 
that e t tho Conference -Dr. Wise would be nominntod. 

I s aid thnt 
to dot e hod 
It might be 

Mr. MPrti n e.. skod whether it would be sufficient to express sympathy wit h 
Jewish sufferings 1.f such a message wore approved • I suggested thnt it should 
also give some ind1oation of hope for tho future. Mr. Martin repented that it 
vms very d:,ubtful if' the Prime Minister woul d feel himscl f ~t liberty to send such 
a message and particularly sinco he might still bo in this country at the time when 
the Conference to~k plnce. He suggested, howovor, thnt I mould l ot him hnve o 
note on the subject and he would follow the mnttor through. 

Boforo I left Mr. Martin s ni d thnt he hcd he a rd that tho Jewish position 
he r e was not ea sy a nd thnt there had been a grent incrense in onti-aemitisn in the 
States. I sa i d th 3t onti-semitism was nn int~n.g i ble ~nd d ifficult to me nsurc, but 
no doubt there wns something to the report. If so it wn s undoubtedly port of n 
rcLl ctionnry tendency which wus mnnifosting itself in vnrious d irections he re. 

A.L. 



AMERICAN: EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

• , 41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr . .Abba Hillel Silver Date 

Prom Arthur Lourie 

ugust 27, 1943 

or your private information I enclose a copy ot a minute ot my con
versation with Mr. J.M. Martin and ot our interchange ot correspondence. 
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J ru le, l .9.4 

ear Berl: 

The be r r or th1a letter 1 1 v1ng rly to 
1n, nd l ve only Just he rd t the 111 b aol to 

11 I c n manage, however, la this hort not~. 

orn-
a lett r; 

In the c ntr or our probl ms today t nda un-runn1ng 
tr1 l. It 11 no ord1 ry tr1al, And tne t te or the couae 11 not 
tn important thing bout lt (one ot tnea, by th w 1, 1 ent1r 17 

• innocent.) But the trial 1 re lly s pol1t1c l con plr 07 lmed at 
der lng the I1 buv, tb Jew1 h people, tb gency, the 1st drutn, 

no th J 1 tt r cruitlng rrort. It 1 lao int nded to 1nc1te 
public op1n1on 1n rlt ·1n nd er1c a a1nst ue - • w ll • the 

r ba. It 1 n add1t1on l 11n 1n tn chain or tt pt to ere te 
the 1apre aion t t al 1t1ne ( nd b o u e or Pl tln tn hole 

1d le t) 1t nda on tn v r • or n bys or rioting nd civil 
r, du, or cour e, to our violence in tne mldet or a orld r. 

o tni end re dlrectea th repor~a ent out tro■ tn Br1t1an In-
lell1 th 1nceA nt •gu1 nee• given to toe pre (tro on ld 
torr eny), nd to tnla nd the rant tr1al v been et g d. 

'h purpose or t 
roree e c to re tot 
to bring hr to a aor nt - o 
roun~ 1t 1 po i t ti c 
1n v1 or tne 1 et or a 
dat1n tro tne p n p r1o 

1 . pr ntlJ to 
that, t le et 

r v1 . inc tbey nave 
1 ol1t1cal rgum nt1 -
1t1 b pol1t1c 1 ct1ona 

oo e lt to co net Z1on1 n 
~ t1ona - tn y r 1 o put tn 1r vil 

th reluot no ot resident 
1 on tne •• or tn 1 c-

1nt nt1on ero a on pur ly 
~ a111t ry grounds. 

\ 

1 lr 7 told you - but I would 11 tor p h re -
that to kno t 1ty tor Joint n lo- ■er1c n 

t t nt on th roole or 1 b by th -ngl1ab on the 
1 ■1n~nt r or n id b coming c n or viol noe nd 
bloo • tnu ent r n ter or troop rro th 1ddle 
to the r t (thu 1n er1c n 1n tn 1r tender t epot,) 
nd • n obi1g1n the ion ot i 1t r, tore• fro th battl -

front to put own 1 turb no•·• Th U. . r ort1c - we r in
tora - t ted t t 1t v not 0onv1nced ot the ex1et no or tb •• 

ng ra 1n r 11ty, nd tbu no Joint t t ent w 1 u . But p
par ntly th Br1t1ah orelgn ortice ha not 7 t glv n up nope; accord
ing to our info t1on, thy r tryln to lntlu nc in nt to 1upport 
1tn bla Oov rnm nt t e ne d tor publiah1n uch state nt 1n otN!er 

to •"'11 t• the r be. he ngl11h ar 1d to be ver7 n ry w1th 
c rt .1n r1c n J wa (they ent1on Norg nthau nd ruch) who pre
y nte th• trom obt 1n1n th ■er1c n Gov rnment' con nt to the 
abo•e- ent1oned tate■ent. 

Thia eY11 plot 1e, ccord1ng to our 1ew, 
u■pt1on t t th h1t Ppr pol1O7 1• tott r1n1, 

• 4 on the 
n4 tnat con-
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ac1ouanes or 1ta utter failure is spee d1ng; 1t 1a theret.ore ur-
~ gently necessary to take prompt aotlon to prop it up, or at least 
l to ensure that it it is the rate ot thia Wh1te Paper to be 1uper

eeded by aome new policy, that new policy shall be little better 
from our po1nt or view. 

It 1a not excluded tnat there ma.y also be t work some 
1de or prov1ding 1n advance Justification tor tne continuation or 
Br1t1a.tl rule 1n Palestine, since British rule alon is represented 
ae standing as a barr1er against the great cal!a1ty which m 1 at any 

l 
aom nt plunge Palestine 1n atream or blood. There may also be 
some intention or trighten1ng the United Statea, and ao deterring 
Americans from poking their noses into this unsavory nd dangeroua 
bua1ne e - thereb7 leaving England a the only ruler in Paleat1ne. 

Immea1ately atter the trials re over, we propose calling 
a ae ting or the Asef t Han1y0nar1m, at wnlch we shall give our 
punlio answer to all tneee calumnies nd apers1ons cast by the 

I 
Military Pro ecutor on Jev1sn in tltutions and pereona11tie1, and ~ 
on the Jewish recru1t1ng errort - things which had no Judic1al rele
vance to the case. Let ue hope tnat .at leaat a short summary of our 
remark• will reach the general press. The Government specially in
vited American Journallata to be present a the gun-running tr1ale. 
One. hopea that the aame Journallata v1Il not suppress our replies. 
By the way, 1n reeponae to an 1nv1tat1on from Reutera we sent them 
a et tement tor puD11cat1on 1n oonneot1 n 1th Emeny•a cri de coeur, 
but we do not kno vnetn r it has seen t 1 gnt ot day or not! 

Tne conv1ct1on that the Yisbuv will in no circwaetancea 
submit to tne Wn1te Paper policy, and may even revo1t aga1net any 
rurtner a.ttempt to implement it, hA cleerl7 counted tor much 1n 
th process or the mor l nd pol1t1cal d1 1ntegrat1on or tnat pol107. 
Hut in th . me nt1me, th s&m conv1ct1on givee our enemies aome 
ground tor t1x1ng on us tne l1Del tnat it 1e n who 1ntend to create 

. a revolt, or 1nc1te tne AraDs to r1ot, in tne middle or world ar, 
and thl t lee accu at1on 1 used aa a batter1ng-rem to destroy our 
nop a or overtnro 1ng tn Wn1te Paper b7 public pol1tie 1 action. 

e t1nd our1elvee, th reror , in a. oomplea and dangeroue 
e1tuat1on, but are fort1fled by th con 01ou1nee tn t th1a 1tuation 
1ts lr atema from tb tact t t we ppe r a trong nd 1ntluent1al 
tactor on the pol1t1c l front. Tn plot batched and hatoh1ng against 
ua 1taelt bears witneaa to tne succe or our pol1t1cal attack on 
th11 hostile policy. 

On my last v1a1t to Cairo, Lord Moyne and S1r Arthur Rucker 
both pok on tn clear aa1wnpt1on tnat the ·n1te P .per would not 
aun1v thew r. I bad aleo oonv re t1on w1tn Mur1 ald, nd he, 
too, made no rererenoe to tne White Paper. Wnen I told Moyne about 
tn1e converaat1on v1tb .s., he ea1d: •It aee■a that he bas oome to 
realize that, with all tn11 oppo11tion, and w1th developaenta 1n 
general, tne pol1oy ma7 have to be re- xam1ne4.• Tneae ar h1e own 
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wor 1. ell, •ror the mo nt, thy re ape king only Y1 d1ah; 
.f tney re at1ll tar - Y ry r r - rrom epeak1n H crew.• ~e 
V •P k quite openly or parUJ»1on a• a solution. H a 1d Burl 

+ 

S 1d leo thinking about 1t. Rucker uggeeted choice b -
tween part1t1on nd b1-nat1onal State (whatever that may men). 
I repl1 d 4a with a det-1nite and ■phat1c neg t1ve to the p rt1-
t1on •uggeat1on, aying that w had com a long way since 1937. 
Tod 1, etoo at a historic turnlng-point. A rapid, lar -scale 

\ aolution s es ent1al. 1thout tr do■ ot action in the whole or 
al tin, we could not carry out any great conetruotiv nt rpriee; 

without control or th vatera in tht orth and the 1 nd in th South, 
and th Jord n Valley, ny gre t 1ettlement ache ould be impo 11ble. 
1thout a Yi huv firmly nd qu""lbkly rooted in P le tin, an secured 

by o11t1cal order, e would not be abl to fulfill the port nt 
and vorth-vhil t ek or eeiat1ng 1n the deY }l>ment or th whole 
M1ddl at. 

I am wondering wh th r som similar aug eatlon may not have 
b n reaching you? 

It ee e to me that it e one y 'yea" to partition, we 
ah 11 be turning the hol or Z1on1 t policy up 1de own, and shall 
be venturing on to the top ot very sl1pp ry lop _ on hioh we shall 
not b ble to k ep our tootlng, nd a 11 en by r 111ng .... who knows 
wher? Th r 1 no doubt t t the bol eas hown at Biltmore baa 
tult111 d av ry 1 portant part in all t thou nte or r pentancee 
on th other aid. Th mom nt budg m our standpoint, that 

dY nc v111 b checked - and th n must b in retr t. It ia in-
ter tin th t 1n one ot y onv r at1ona with rab n l atine, 

/

on or them u ed th tollow1ng expre 110n: • e will 71 l on th 
hit P per, nd you v111 y1 ld on the B1llmore Resolution. It is 

ther .ror cl ar that th r r r be who tear t t perhap the slogan 
or Je 1 h St te !!II. b ccept d by the powers-that-be, nd who, 
Jut b caus or t t, re re 4Y tom ke oonces iona. 

utenber brou ht e your good age about th cancellation 
or he Joint at teaent. ut, a I hay eaid, we are ett1n inrora -
tion here that efforts to obt 1n erioan oonaent re atill oont1nu
in, an w can th reror not lay down our ra, but mu t o 11 in 
our ~~··-r to ~po e th plot being hatch d again t us nd to acotch 
it oo pl tely. 

eaid a this negat1v duty w haY before us th r t poait1Ye 
k or ag in bringing up th qu t1on ot our p rtic1p tion in the 

r through Jev1ah 1ght1n1 Force. Recent turns 1n var deY lopaenta 
Ye a de it poes1ble, nd 1nde d obl1g tor7, to ake an v political 

tt ck on this rront. Th ppe r nc ot Je 1 h 1ght1ng oroe in 
~~e would be tr from 11th ngers nd doubt• rou d by the 
fclea or such Force 1n l et1n or th 1ddl et. On th other 
a1d, our part1c1 t1on in th c pa1gneror th conqu tot the Jevi1h 
•v 11 y ot Sl ughter1 and tor the a v1ng or the rean nt• or the op-
pre ed 1 a hol7 taak in which it ould be d1rr1oult to d ny ua our 
part. Today it 1• the de tiny or aome ot our technical unite to part1-



cip te 1n tneae campaign, but they r 11 d1 per d 
lea. The J vi h 1nt ntry unit are mostly t1ll 1n P 
aoa are 1n orth tr1c - leo on gyrd duties. he 1nr 
battalion which s ant out ot Paleat1ne recently haa er t d 
a terrible d preas1on here; thy did not nt to l T l st1ne, 
but theJ would ha.Ye n 10 co pen t1on tor 1t 1r thy d been 
• nt to th actual b ttle-rront. But to be •exp lled• - 1 they 
••1 - tro■ P 1 atine, nd be pueh d into corner gin bro to 

A'tultlll at• or no p rt1cul r 1 port no - n th1 t t1 
'I when the tt eke on Europe r beginning - depre ae1 nd egr dea 

ever70ne. 

• baY to get a xi ua cone ntratl~n ot our un1ta 1n one 
Je 1ah bloc tor aot1Ye p rt1c1pat1on 1n the battle. I v nt 
thie reque t v rbally Y1 Ord•. Ha•e you don n7thln? I begg d 
hi to explain to you tft8. th r 1 no olnt in putting th1 • tt r 
u to J • Grigg, aa h i only n ott1c1 l. 11 he on o - it 
he oea n,thing - will b to get 1nto touch w1th th High Co nd 
in C 1ro, and rro th re h 111 gt the u ual n er; th e 1at1ng 
unit re n eded wh r they ar, nd to do the Jobs they r doing. 
nd tbat 111 be the nd or 1t. Th1 1 a politico- oral qu st1on, 

and not a a111tary teohnical one. • t o br1ng 1t betor 
the high at author1t1e • o lob lg 1 not the democratic 
world to th trloken J v. 

Ar JOU king pr pr t1on to co out to u, I ean 
t1r tot 11 you nd ha . ccordtn o our 1nror tlon th 
no a po 10111t7 or Journey by ae through h it rr ne n 
t king p rhape 10-12 day. 

Roun me th re 1• no ct deY11' danc in h 
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R1 ht 1n PrP.ae - all bee u or tn atup1d1t7 ot 10m or our 
ooar d 1n publl h1n - to no purpo eat 11 n 1th ut y pr.-
•1 ion - the raot that I de a politic 1 re t th Ex cut1Ye 
or th rty h1ch w h ld Jut b tor th 1on or th z1onl1t 
Oounoil. But it o an't r lly uount to uoh. hougn I u t -
it t t l1t nd work do e omet1.Ja too d1tt1cult to c rr7 . 

Tr n 1 tlon 
London 

2.10.43 

. . . 



Ref. 2454/16/ 43 

Dear Rabbi Wise, 

BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINarON, D.c. 

September 22nd, 1943. 

I write to thank you for your letter of 

September 16th enclosing the ai e-memoire on the 

subject of the Palestine trials. s you ill 

realise there are several statements in the aide

memoire hich I am not able to ccept. I hold 

myself ready to discuss thee questions with you 

at any time th t you think fit. 

Rabbi Stephen S. Wise 
AmericanF)nergency for 

Yours very sincerely, 

(Sgd) R. I. Campbell 

H. M. Charge d'Affaires 

Committee for Zionist .ffairs 
41 East 42nd Street, Room 1121, 
~e York, . Y. 
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TRANSLA.TION FROM THE HEB;REW STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

MR. M. SHERTOK'S CONVERSATI'JN V/ITH THE HIGH COMMISSIONER BEGARDING TEE 
ARMS SEARCH AT RAIAATH HAKOVESH ON NOVEMBER 17, 1943 

--------

I called on the High Commissioner at 5:30 P. H. and rem.:.tincd rli th him for 
rill hour - until 6130. The conversation was 1 on the nholo 1 qui to friendly, uith
out any nervousness or sharp reactions. I said tmt I en.mo to him stirred to the 
depths by what had occurred at one of our settlements, Rarnnth HDkovesh, on tho 
previous day. What had taken place there uas a search for armo; a search that 
had been attended by a.cts of violence on bath sides. ltb.ny people in the settle
ment- had been injured, some of them seriously. 

The H.C. asked: Where is this place? I gave him a brief description. He 
asked about tho size of the settlement. I explained that it was a Kibbutz uhoso 
adult inhabito.nts numbered about 250. He said: Then it is a sm.::ill place. I 
raplied: As a settlement it is sm....'lll, but as a Kibbutz it is not one of the sccll
est. I added that specinl importance attaches to that settlement, but that I uould 
deal uith them later. 

I wont on to describe what had occurred. I said that a large police force, 
from 300 to 400 strong, ni th 40 lorries and qui to n. largo military force had 
surrounded the sottleLlent, ontorod it and began to lmnt for the mnlo settlers. 
A miniature concentration crunp ua.s sot up in the heart of tho colony. \"lire ha.d 
boon brought and nn area. cordoned off to form nn enclosure into uhich the settlers 
were pushed after being drn.ggod alone; from Ylh..'\tcvcr place they happened to bo in -
tho courtyard, tho vineynrds nnd other ,;mrkinG places. Tho settlers tried to 
resist forcibly, but wore overpowered by superior forces. 

I so.id: The impression ,-;a.s at first croa.tcd thn.t it wa.s intondod to search 
for Polish dosortors. The H.C. nt once interrupted me to o.sk: tihy do you sn.y 
11 the imp:ression r,o.s o.t first created." Was it not n.ctunJ.ly the ca.so? I said: 
You will sec from the rest of my story, th~t tho impression was correct. Although 
it Y1n.s said th.~t it uas intended to carry out an identification of tho settlers 
with tha.t obj cot in viou, and tho identific.1.tion uo.s actually begun, yet it ,ms 
cn.rried out in such a c c.sunl mannc1~ 1 thn t it vory soon bccnmo obvious thn t the 
seci..rch nns not for Polish deserters. Even the Poles ,;;ho ,1crc there carried cut the:u
investigation inn hnlf-heo.rtod mo.nner. The H.C. snid: Were there also Poles? 
I sa.id~ There ,1crc som::i Polish militnry officia.1s; I don •t qui to rocol i cct ho,1 
many. T,·10 identification tables were brought. The Polos sat at one tn.blo , but 
they very soon gave up the business, which they seemed to regard as a mere farce. 
At any rate, in less than anrour it became evident from the conduct of the mili
tary that they were not looking for Poles, nor, in fact, for any people at all, but 
for other objects, for they started digging up the. ground o.t several points, to 
pull up floors and an attempt was even r:iade to break the \'1alls of the dinin room. 
A magnetic mine detector was used. • 

A struggle began bet,mon the pol ice and the settlers. An nearly all the 
iron wore inrprisoncd in tho enclosure, it foll to tho lot of tho women to take up 
tho struggle. When tho attempt was made to break tho walls of the dining-room, 

• the women intervened and resisted with force. The pclice had. to give up the 
attempt. 

The seai·ch ient on until it was announced at last that something had been 
found. What did they find? Not weapons; not firearms but - dummy hand-grenades 
which arc used \ihen practising. T~1e police officer in charge of the search then 
announced that he wanted 20 men to be hunded over to hira. Thereupon the police 
began to catch whomever they could get hold of and arrest them. This incident 
marked tho turning point in tho affair and a general mclee ensued. The imprisoned 
settlers overcarJc the police, broke out of tho enclosure and joined in the a:ffray. 
The ,1omon also joined in. :SV-eryv1hcrc one could sco pooplo streaming with blood 
being dragged alcng forcibly and throrm into lorries. I was told by the settlers 
that several police officers and men shoucd groat self-restraint and patience and 
tried to prevent others frcrn hitting tho settlers, nor did thoy retaliate for blous 
they themselves rocoivod from the settlers. Bu.t thore ·ierc many mJnibors of tho 
police .1ho r,cre extremely cruol and cornmittod acts of great violence which oxcocdcd 
all limits. Thero ,1oro cases y;horc the police beat pcoplo 1;,ith tho butt ondsof 
t .1.oir rifles ,1i th such viol once that they split thoir heads open. I was told of 
one instance where an injured man, streaming with blood, was brought to the first
aid station by a woman, who was struck by a policeman with the butt end of his 
rifle with such force that the ma.n's leg uas broken. There \7ere many cases of 
destruction in additi n tc the injuries inflicted on settlers. 
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An agricultural workers• camp was stationed at the settlement at the time. 
The High Commissioner asked what that meant. and what tho people wore doin& there. 
I said: Those people were sent to the settlement in accordance nith the roobilisa
tion method adopted by the Yismiv, i.e., people of a certain age who_are not . 
ioobiliaed for the Army or for any specific tasks, are sent to help v11. th the agrJ.
cul tural work of the settlements. The H.C. asked: And do they go from placo to 
place? I replied: That depends on the season and on the labour roquirom3nts of 
the settlement; som3tizoos they do not stEcy long and move on to some other place, 
and at other times they remain for a longer period - a year or more. When thoy 
remain longer, some of them aro sv10rn-in as special constables for tho defence of 
tho place. I have seen this camp and have also beheld tho ruin and devastation 
caused during the search, which are indescribable. All the tents have been over
thrown, the floors pulled up, the furniture broken and the people I s belongings 
sbattered around in utter confusion. Incidontally• all the watches and fountain 
pens disappeared du.ring the search. One policeman approached a woman and asked, 
jokingly: Where is your gun? The woman repliodi You 1d better tell me• where is 
my fountain pen? - i.e. while you are looking for a gun which is non-existent, 
kindly return rey fountain pen which did exist but has now disappeared. The H.C. 
asked, laughingly: And did she get her pen? I replied: Of course not, nor do I 
know whether that particular policoman kne\1 anyting about the pens \-rhich had dis
appeared. Tho H.C. continued: Apparently she merely asked a rhetorical question. 

D.lring the struggle the police caught 35 settlers, throw them into lorries 
and then began their retreat, to use a military term • .Aioong the arrested people, 
sozoo were wounded. V.any pooplo wore wounded. There are some injured settlers at 
the !eilinson Hospital. I saw some injured people who had rocoivod medical treat
ment and had been discharged. and v1ho nore wru.king about _-,i th their arms in plaster. 
Thero are also \70undod - I am told - detained in the Government Hospital at Nablus. 
I added that there uas one man at the Eeilinoon Hospital whose head had been cut 
opon by blo\7s from the butt ond of a rifle. 

Whon tho search party ,1as wi thdrawing1 tho follo\'rl.ng happened. Tho sottlers 
followed the police booing and shouting angrily, throuing stones at thorn. :But on 
the r1hole it seezood that the situation was calming do,m, when suddenly ,1ithout any 
special reason, a shot was fired. ~ informant told mo that at the tiioo, they 
thought tho shot had been firod in tho air. But it soon became evident that a mnn 
fell, rounded in tho leg. Immediately after a second shot rang out and another n1DJ1 

fell, also wounded in the leg. The shots were fired by a. police officer ,·,ho -,as in 
charge of the whole affair. His no.IOO is Caforatta. I wont on: Mr. Ca.foratta is 
a police officer ~1th long experience in Palestine and a choquerod record. It is 
not my intontion to scttlo any accounts with him here and now. Nor do I seek to 
make a personal attack on him. I am only relating to what has actually taken place. 
I fool very, very strongly on this point. For a man to fire upon people rrithout 
warning, apparently just because he lost his tempe~ is o.n act calculatod to bring 
in its wake most unfortunate consequences. If his oxrunple should be followed by 
other officers and men, and be rosortod to uhenovor a situation looked threatening -
,1hore \"lould it lead to? I suggest in all seriousness that a speciol inquiry should 
be insti tutod in order to find out v,hethor the shootings had been justifiable. Con
clusions should bo dra\"ln from tho findings of such nn onquiry. Tho mo.t ter nust not 
be o.llor.red to rest. I added that this ;;as the first time that firearms had been 
used and that. before that the police had used the butt end of their rifles and com
mi tted acts of violence. The sottlors had not usod any sort of arms, noithor live 
weapons nor cold steel, unless sticks, stones n.nd kitchen utensils could bo col.led 
arms. 

Here the High Commissioner interrupted mo and saids Perhaps your hot-headed 
young men have fired at loorton, tho Police Officer. I replied: I only learned 
about the Iw.-:>rton affair from police sources after I returned to Jerusalem. ilhile I 
was on the scene I heard nothing about it. I can say with full responsibility that 
nobo~ belonging to the settlezoont or its neighbourhood could have oommi tted that 
act. I a.skeds Where did it take place? He replied: Apparently on the return 
journey to Nab!Rs• I asked& In a Jewish district? He replied: No. far from the 
settleioont, inTArab district. How could a Jew have got there7 I asked. He said: 
I hi.ow that I~rton w~s not too popular. I said: I, too, know that there are people 
in the country who have an account to settle with him. Ho said: The Storn Group? 
I fjSaid: Please do not construe ~ romarks to moan that and imagine that the Stern 
Group could have ponetratod into the hills ond fired. He saids I too, find it 
difficult to understand ho\7 the people could ho.ve knomi that he wo.s i:-i the car. 
Perhaps it wo.s tho r10rk of one of the wandering Aro.b bonds. It ~ have been an 
accidont. ( I have sinco read in tho "Palestine Post1 that Morton uas fired on ·:ihilo 
on his v1a:y to lfo.blus from Jeru.salom, and not on the ucy to Nablus from Roma.th 
&kovcsh. This is an ontiroly different distriot.x) 

X 
According to later information, Lk>rton was injured by o. b\lllot nccidontnlly 
fired from o. riOo in tho possossion of o. policeman who no.a in tho oo.r behind. 



• 
- 3 -

I so.id: Apart from the quo st ion of shooting in the set tlemcn t, in to ·::hich 
I ask for n. special inquiry, I ,,ant it to be understood that it is not tho question 
of blous inflicted 0nd havoc wrought in the settlemont that is the object of my 
pre sent visit. If n. search is mn.dc at all, and tho sen.rch is for arms, ruid curried 
out under certain conditions, it is perhaps unnvoidnblc for o. aorta.in men.sure of 
force to bo used. We n.re much more infuriated by tho search itself th..."\Il by tho rnn.n
nor in \"lhich it vm.s curried out. Our arms nro intended to be used for defence, and 
nny attempt tn t cl{e them from us ,Jill touch tho Yishu.v to tho quick. Tho H. C. inter
rupted me and s~id: I know your stnndpoint quite well, and I hnve no objection to 
your stating it. 3ut you nmst n.lso o.pprecinte our point of view, which is, that the 
Government cannot allow the possession of illeg3l a.11 ms. On the whole we have not 
carried out many searches of latet but we cannot overlook the matter entirely. In 
this respect, as well as in many other respects, it is doubtful whether we shall ever 
reach a mutual understanding. We are moving on parallel lines and it is doubtful 
whether they v1ill ever meet. 

I 

I said: 'Ihis is the object of my visit: There is a matter on which the 
X'ishuv is as sensitive as on· a search for arms. It makes their blood boil. I then 
went on to describe the settlement, and said: This settlement forms the tip of a 
JerJish settlement zone ',7hich is wedged in an Aral> locality. It may bo said that tho 
rear of the settlement is defended to some extent, but its front and two flanks arc 
vulnerable to attack. It is surrounded on three sides by an Arab neighbourhood. 
During the disturbances the settlement uas under ceaseless fire by night and day. 
15 people were killed there alone besides the people who foll in tho neighbouring 
colonies. In addition there were 25 people injured, but who have since recovered. 
There were also innumerable cases of incendiarism, uprooting of trees and other kinds 
of attacks. The settlement stood its ground under abnormal strain, yfi thout being 
able to have any sleep at nights. Nevertheless, there was not a single attack on 
Arabs in the nieghbourhood, nor a single act of vengeance on an Arab village or Arab 
passer-by. What does that shon? It shons that if these people posGess arms, besides 
the official arms -- Here the H.C. interrupted and asl~od: Thon you have got Goven1-
ment arms. :But even if they do possess arms in ad.di tion to tho legal arms, they 
were only used - if they were ever used at all - in solf-dofencc , nnd never for pur
poses of attack, as can be established by fact. The H.C. said: Dut you said that 
no weapons had been found in the settlement; do you mean to scy tha t they havo nrms 
there \ihich tho search failed to rcvoal? I replied: It is possible, I don't knm"l . 
liiy intention had been to describe the feelings of the settlers 1.1hcn the police 
arrived to search for arms which they suspected to be hidden there. Tho settlers, 
greatly distressed, say to themselves: The police know that even if we have arms, 
they arc to be used for defence only, so that they have come for the purpose of 
robbing us of the means needed to defend our lives. This is why our people react 
with such vehemence. This is not ty-pical of Ramath Hakovesh alone; it touches the 
whole Yishuv to the quick. The entire comrmmity is placed in such circurJstances as 
a result of the lesson it has learnt from attacks over scores of years, that it 
could not surrender its arfls. There is, therefore, great tension throughout the 
whole Yishuv, and I have called to draw your attention to tho serious consequences 
that may follow from these searches. In the first place there is the responsibility 
for the safety of tho Yishu.v. Every attempt to deprive the Yishuv of its weapons 
means expo sing it to extreme dangers in the future. We do not kno ,;1 what is going to 
happen to PaJ.cstine, and what riot~ ~e may still have to face. We have l earnt from 
the bitter experience of scores of years that it is most important for us in this 
country to have arms with ,1hich to defend ourselves. Whoever attempts to t;ike these 
\7eapons from us, takes on a very serious responsibility. 

:But this is not merely a question of our safety in the future; there is also the 
question of the immediate repercussions and the disasters that may follow as a result. 
You have seen the results of this search - how the insult in itself was enough to 
infuriate the settlers even though no arms were discovered. You have seen where it 
has led to - to bloodshed. Luckily, there has so far been no loss of life, but shots 
have already been fired. You must realise that our people in general, and the set
tlers in particular, and in this respect there is no difference between the genera
tion and type of settler, are made of a stuff that will not yield up its arms without 
a struggle. This has even entered their blood, they have stuck to their arms and wil1 
not give them up of their own volition. They are quiet, balanced people; people of 
the soil, who work hard. But when it comes to arms, they are capable of extreme acts. 
I tremble to think of what might follow as a result of these searches. And in such 
cases there is no knowing where it might lead to. I know perfectly well that I am 
speaking grave words , but I feel it my duty to toll you this. Tho H. C. said: In fact, 
,·:hat you say a.roount s to a threat. I rcplieda On my rvay hero, I considered what I was 
to say to you. I thought the matter over and said to mysolf: His Excellency might 
take it as a throat, and I said to myself: The fact that ho might regard my observa
tions in tho nature of a throat docs n0t absolve mo from the duty of tolling him in 
v1hat light I vier, tho position, or of draning his attention to tho serious consoquonc,Jn 
that might follow. I said to myself: Every search might not end the same \Jay as tho 
son.rch at Rama.th Hakovosh ended. Thero might be a lot of bloodshed. Thero may bo 
victims on both sides. 
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I added: Consider also the resentment this is causing, tho animosity it is 
fostering. Who wants that? Is it necessary? Try to imagine the feelings of a 
child who sees the father being dragged along by !ritish police to a pen fenced off 
Pith wire right in the heart of his village. What sort of impression bccoroo s en
graved in the soul of such a tender child and stored up for the future? I arn ask
ing you to save us from such horrors. The weapons in the settlements have never 
been used for attack. Let them be. "Let sleeping dogs lie." 

The High Commissioner replied: You cannot say that ue carried out a "witch 
hunt. 11 We did not organise a general hunt. We did not follow the procedure used 
in respect of the Arabs during the disturbances, when we usod to comb whole dis
tricts. J3ut when we receive information about a certain matter, we cannot overlook 
it. I said: It is good to kno~ that the area of friction betpeen us is IQC>re 
limited than it might have been. l3ut I am referring to the point still outstandin~. 
I have come to propose in all seriousness that you sho\lld not carry out any 
searches. If you should catch a man armed i7i th a weapon then I understnnd that 
you. mu.st act in accordance with the law. But do !!Q! come for the purpose of making 
a search. Even if you should receive information and you have good reason for 
making a search - don 1t do it. Stop searching for arms in the Jewish settlements, 
at any rate until you have proof that tho arms in question are used for attack. 
If these searches continue they might result in very grave consequences. 

I added& Permit me to tell you another thing, and I say this without any 
hesitation: Things have been happening in the Lebanon about which we have read in 
the official news as well as in the :British press and in the 11 Tirr.es'1 articles. It 
has been stated both openly and in between tho lines that the French have made a 
mess of things; that they were tactless, that they showed an inability to handle 
the situation and that if they had been wise they might have averted the crisis 
and the publicity given to the fact that matters had led to an open conflict in 
one of the .Al.lied countries. Does anyone wish to see Palestine in the news as a 
country of strife and bloodshed? 

Tho High Commissioner laughed heartily and · said: You mean to say, \·1hy 
should Ibo a second Helleu? I repliodz Indeed, why should you? But I rrust con
fess that we arc more concerned about our own flesh and blood. We do not want 
our people killed by British police anymore than we want British police killed by 
our people. I shudder when I think of what might fol l or1. 

He said: You arc, in fact, giving me here and now, quite officially, a 
very grave warning. I understand. I ad.mi t you have put yo,ur view in very moderate 
terms. 

He then added: I should like to revert to the subject you mentioned ear
lier. All this time you have been telling me that the search for Polish deserters 
was merely a pretext, a kind of camouflage. 

I said& Is it necessary to employ a magnetic mine detector in the search 
for Polish deserters? 

He replied: That is perfectly true. I added: Is it necessary for that 
purpose to dig up the ground and break down walls: He said: That, too, is 
absolutely true, though it does not mean to say that there was not any intention 
to look for Polish deserters at the same tirae. Perhaps it had been our intention 
to combine both these operations. The question of the deserters is very serious. 
I have seen General .Anders. He recently visited zoo together with General 
Sossnkowski, but I want to ·refer to an earlier visit, which took place uomc months 
ago. He told me on that occasion that he was very worried about the Jews who Pero 
deserting from the Polish A:rrny. He explained the disastrous effeot it was having 
on his Army. Naturally, he cannot be expected to remain indifferent to a process 
which was liable to deplete his forces of half their strength. 

I said: Do you believe, then, that there are so many Jews in the Polish 
Army? He said: At any rate, it might weaken the Polish Army. General Anders told 
me how it was done: Polish troops arrive in Palestine. They i~lude Jews. They 
meet Pale atine Jews, people belonging to your sottlemcnts, uho tell them: Why 
should you remain with tho Polish Army, i7hich is a foreign a.rmy; who knows where 
they may send you, perhaps to Europo, and what will become of you there? Como to 
us, this is a land flor,ing uith milk and honey, stay hore and work with us. These 
Jewish soldiers are carried away by these persuasive m>rds, General Anders said 
that something had to be done and asked for help. I naturally told him that if • 
we could do anything to help him, ,Je would do so. If people desert the Al.lied 
Armies, it is oll the ssme ~hether they aro Jews or non-Jc~s, it is our duty to 
help to recapture them. 

I so.ids I entirely disa&reo with tho cxplano.tion given you by General Andor•. 
Ho has ·miosed the point. The truth of the matter happens to bo quite the rovcrso. 
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Not only did the Je\1s of Palestine not induce JovJish soldiers to desert from the 
Poli sh Army, but they used every iooans in their pol'lor to prevent them from tnking 
such a stop. For a long period our sottlors used to say to thorn~ Don 1 ~ desert. 
It is your duty to remain \d th the Army. No pcrSllasivvo ,.-,ords were used to on
courQ8C them to escapo. The desertions were due to quite a different reason. What 
forced Je\·1s to escape frc:,m tho Polish Army was the appalling anti-Semitism prcvnil
ing in that J.rmy, which has created an atmosph0rc in uhich tho Jeus felt stifled, 
an atnx:, sphere in which the Jm"ls could not broatho. Every effort to induce the Jons 
to remain with the Polish Forces was in vain. Thoy began to desert and the Jm1s in 
tho sottlozoonts wore faced \lith a fait n.ccompli. The Polos said: Herc no n.ro, nro 
you going to send us back to our persecutors? ~'ho movement bocrune so strong that 
it was impossible to stand up agn.inst it. And it was due entirely to one n.nd tho 
so.me factor. What was it that General Anders said to you, that the settlers 
frightened the Polish Jewish soldiers by telling them that they would be sent to 
Europe? These Polish soldiers arc not inferior to tho Jews of Pn.lostino who joined 
tho i'orccs. Are the Palestinian Jews afraid of being sent to Europe? On the con
trary, many of them are anxious to be sent out there. You have no doubt heard about 
the Jewish unit which was sent overseas. It gave rise to a lot of excitement. There 
were soldiers who thought of refusing to go. But they finally obeyed the order and 
not one man considered desertion o.s a way out. The unit went as one man, without 
a single absentee. And when our units were sent to Italy - did they desert? 

Here I told him about a Jewish unit which was sent overs0as, and 1.1hose ship 
was torpedoed, and 140 men lost their lives. The HoCe said that he had heard about 
the matter. I told him hm1 tho remainder of that 'Wlit nere sent back to Palestine, 
where they were regrouped and sent back to Europe. Did a singlo soldier escape 
,;;hon the unit uas about to embark? And \·mat about our other units in Europe? Do 
they lalov1 when they will return, or if they will ever return at Dll? Do they 1010w 

what might befall them between nou and tho end of tho ,,1a1·? 

The H.C. said: 'This is all very very fine. But whore is the connection? 

I replied: I am trying to show you how Jewish soldiers behave ,-,hen they are 
soldiers and not the victims of persecution. The atmosphere in the Polish Army is 
unlike that of any other Army. There are symptoms of n.ntiNScmitism in tho British 
Army, too, but it docs not amount to a regime r,hich renders the lives of Jenish 
soldiers a veritable hull. It ~ould be well for Gonorul Anders to know that. 

The HiaC. said that in his conversation Ylith Andors he had not detucted any 
nnti-Semitism. He went on: But why do you say that the search for Polish deserters 
was merely a blind? I said: It was the unmistakable impresGion of our settlers 
that the so-called search for Poles was a pretext to deceive the settlers and to 
break their resiGtance from the outset. fihen the police are well within the sottle
imnt they drop their mask n.nd imrnedio.toly begin a search for nrms. In the meantime 
our people have missed the possibility of offering resistance from the start. 

He said: I cannot agree that this was the case. It is pos,ible that the 
two searches - for arms as well as for Poles - \'iere carried out sinultaneously. 

I then reverted to the main subject, and sunmed up. Both of us reiterated 
what had already been said. 

Earlier in the conversation I said: Do you know Norman Bentwich? He replied• 
Yos. I went on: He has left the country. Before leaving he C3llod on mo. It wac 
on a Saturday morning. Ho was most distressed about tho prevailing rolations 'b..Jr-• 

tneen the Jews and the English. I 0 too~ am distresso1 about those rela.tions. But 
:Bentwich was vory anxious aa to nhat might happen toda.,r or tomorrow. I said to him: 
Don't worry, nothing uill happen unless we are attn.eked. Hvre we aro, sitting hero 
this morning - and the morning was Y1ondorfully beautiful v.nd peaceful; it seem'J to us 
always thn.t there is a special pon.cofulnoss and beauty n.bout Saturday mornings, nnd 
indeed, a great calmness .:ind stillness porvnded the o.ir. I said to :Bcnt,;,ich: The 
pen.co of this room nnd of tho ,;;hole of Rohaviah reigns also throughout all our toms 
and villages, and so it will continuo if ,.-,o aro loft ::uono. But if not, - it •.1111 bL 
bad indood. :SU.t ovorything depends upon the Government, nnd not on us. 

Tho conver6r-i.tion thon turned once more on the points nlroady described, a.nd 
then I roso to go. Ho accompnnicd me to the door, nnd juot before lenving, I snid: 
Sir, 1,1hn.t run I going awo:y with? He was somo,,hn.t takon nb .. ck, ond said: You a.re put
ting a very difficult question. You have cul.led to protest ugainst n cort~in action, 
o.nd you hn.ve frn.mod your protest in re~.sonn.ble n.nd modern.to lDnguogo. I o.ppreciatc 
your foolings o.nd your point of viol7 on this mn.ttor. I have noted what you ho.ve told 
mo. 

I so.id to the H.C.: tUru.st you ronliso ho,1 DUch !ms boon suppressed by 1ny 

moderation. But it is quito7tnat I have oxprossod myself in extremoly modorntc terms 
vrhon compared with tho feelings prevailing throughout tho Yishuv. Wo thLn po.rtod. 

--.--...................... - ...... -



• 

l>r. Abh Hillel Yer • ber IS, ltG. 
Dr. 8.....,,__. • he 

.lrtllu.r Lovta 

I hoe reoe1••4 letter troa th London ottic• '• '" Mr 18' 
hioh, 1a erp._ed, I Ulldentaad lo had u toll.owe• 

ei•ann bu W --• ln\ena 1111 \ala- OM wa• wt.th U 
was v r, nice 1nqe4, bu.\ told hta tr nkly that be found h1a 
.• ) ch~ ta \ale~,._. aiaee their lu\ -\iql 
a s econd .-ae with .s.o, wo 1• •• nv sure atroqllol but 

oonoemed to ohooN the rip\ .UM tor ._t be 1• tull.T 4nua1n .. to 
do s the ol 1111a•• tieu . (I inter thi• ean Baltov). 

" are pro oatnc to• larrJ 
be delep\ion can ■aterlal1N qitioJrlt ( 

rout to l tine, Wll••• 
c not a9• too llDU,1 • 



filE following conversation as held at a meeting at the office ot th 
British Consulate General, on Monday1 20th of December, 1943L at the inn.ta* 
tion of the British Oonsa1~,- Genera&, Sir Godft6ty Hag rd.~ e occasion for 
this interview with SirJoMer., wa my application, bout three weeks ago,f• 
an lppointment in orede o M. inquire abous the possibilities ot hastening 
my return to Palestine. At that time Sir Godf\aily was 111 in hospital, but on 
the 18th, his secretary Kiss. Taylor, called and in my bsence left a ess,. 

bout the appointment. I arriTed duly at the appointed time, but inste 4 of 
Sir Godfery, Kr. Rendell received me, expl.aining that Sir Goa.~ was still 
occupied tan uptown meeting and would :teturn shortl7. ( ir #onald Storrs 
is the uncle ot . Randell) 

Mr. What have you. heard recently from Palestine TI r pli d with 
another question in ord r to clarify his question. !rhen h 
asked point blanks 

Jlr. Randells What do yo think ot the arms trials T 
M,@e~;Bewmans fhey diaplq bad taste, and I can not see the reasoD tor thea. 

1he British know that e have neTer denied the taot tbs we ~ 
haTe arms,and they know as well that e will neTer giTe thea 
up, because they are needed tor our protection. file British llJI 
know that we have never llisuaed these arms; we have never atta 
eked 81\YODe. The Br1 tish know, :turth r, that during the diatur·
bances there was a time when our boys were oall.ed upon to pro
tect the High Oommiasioners Palace when an. attaolc w s feared. 
The first ttial smelt v.,ry bad, apecifical.ly, beoauae it was a 
bad design for a fraae-up. 

14"• .Rand.ells ( with impatience) What do ym e by :frame-up T 
Iewmaru Look, Jlr. Randell, we are gr,own-up peopl~ and we can talk with 

utter frankneas and honesty. ow as well as I do thd 
:Prime nister Churchill i ..... ~ ... ~ to oall in tor consultation 
some hish of:tioera ot the Intelligence Serrtoe; but you do nat 
imagine that Prim iniater Ohurohill would leaTe •o.10 Downia 
Street to go to Liverpool to oonter with two people who work 
tor the Intelligence SerYioe for six pounds par month. !hie is 
the exact story of the first trial~ fhe court tried to frame 
llr. Ben-Gurion, who is ohdaan of the Jewiih Agency ( Or Prima 

nister of the mini tare Jewish aovernment) whioh is recogni
zed by theLeague of aticn and by the British Governaent • 
r presentiDg the Jewilh people in the £ eatine probl • Doe 
it make sense to oouae Jlr. Ben-4urion ot leartng his ottioe il 
.Tera.sale to to to Aaifa alua oate to met two Yorlcshir It,_ 
yokels who earn six pounds per monthT 

Mr. Randells I oan see yo r point. ( He then o:!fered me a cigarette, and 
continued) • ewman, what i your opinion ot the AraDic :Pe
deratio? Do you think the .Jewish people would agree to be pd 
ot it! 

ewm a I am not authorized to speak in behalf of the Jewish eople # 
nor of the Worlt Zionist Organization, nor for the Jewish Agea-
07, I speak for 117selt. I disliked liYing a■ a 1111.nority under 
:&u-opean oirtl goTermaent. I ehouldn't like to be a lllinortv 
under a halt-feudal and ba)t-me4ienl people ot the 4dle .. 
I hrtllermore do not belieTe in the possibility of building a 
white isle within the shadowed desert. 
( At that moment Sir G~e~ oame in and Jlr. Randell v9r7 cle
verly conveyed to him the en-tire oonv rsation) 

Sir God~•-# What wopld be your solution T 
Iewmana ~in I underline the t ot that I haTe no power to make publio / 

statem JR■ tor &Ill' poli'tioal p&r'Q' • .u tor self I woul4 ~ 
like to h Te a link with stern oifllization. 



Jlr. Randell s 
Iewman s . 

2 

oul.d you please make ym rs ll olearerT 
I would like the Jews in ~aleetine to lave lillk and to be 
the ..,-.,, • ._ poet of the Br1 tiah oommonwe l 'th in the lliddl 
•st, and in my belief the British need thia Jewish poet no 
less than the Jews need it, because it is not onl.y the Ger-
mana who have dreamed of Dr~ Iaoh Oaten. The Russians too 
·A.a.Te always dreamed ot a har or ol their own in warm waters. 
They will temporarely haTe to relinquish their dream of the 
jJarclanellea, but they will still insist and try by eve27 ~• 
meana to have a port of their own in the Mediterranean. !he 
Jerusalem llldty, before aernng Basiam, had oonneotiona with 
Russia. !he Brti;ish should have learned th 1r lesson during 
the years 1939 to 1942, from their closeness to Egypt when 
a big part of the %Yptian government, inolu ing King :Paro~ 

so easily were r ady to accept ~acism. o the British should 
~emember how little they oan depend on Iraq ana. · Iran. 

Mr. Randell s How would you. visualize a Jewish Palestine in oonnection 1th 
the British Commomrealth T 

ewman s The hite Paper must be abolished and the dona opend for 
Jewish immigration. . • 

Sir God~ s ( Impatiently) &t the Arabs are a majori'ty there. 
Nefflllans I~ it was possible to transfer two million men from erioa t, 

England within three months, so two m1111on Jews from Ea tern 
Europe and the Balkans cou1d be tranafenrtcl to palestine in 
leas than 1M> months. 

r. Randell sLet•s get baok to our aubjeot, Mr. ewaan. 
Iewman s e will haTe to take over ~he eoonollio development of the-~~ 

country. 
~ir Godfwi1y, hat do you mean! 

Rewman: e haTe been sold out to 11 1 a of dumping without the dua 
ping governments bei~ requ sted to buy eTen 1.00 of good 
:f:rom ua. Th whole import and port policy would hav to be,. 
in our hands, and the government domain will have to be made 
available for Jewish settlement. 

llr. RandellsWhat do ym mean by government domain"? Isn't it a ru.le ~ 
under the the hite Paper that Jews are not allowed to buy 
land in certain seotionsT 

ewman 1:Pirst of a1l., the Jews have never recognized the h1 te Pape J: 
a fa aa we are concerned that dooument does not exiat. In 

e second tia1lce I am talking about goTernmc t domain. I.a 
Ohairman of-the alest1nAan Ex-Sernoemen of Hia Jlajea-ty•s 
toroea, I haTe the writ-ten promise of the Palestine gove~nm s 
signed by the preTioua High Oommiaeioner, Getaeral Wauohope, 
proTiding for the goTerneant to put up a oommisaion ot tlmee 
goTernmet offioeza and three members of my organisation to 
surTe7 all the govermaent land in Palestine and to ael.Jlot • 
those BW.table :t~ettlement, with the Tiew in ~~i that tha 
land will b made aTailable for members ot rq org zation. 'It 
In my opinion this land can be mad available right now, to 
prepare it for the stitlement of th de•obil1se4 Jewi h man 
and om who are now serTiDg wider the British a1ag in the 
Bear at. 

Sir G~s ait w are bound by the hite Paper. 
lfefflll&ll a The hi'te Paper doe a not prohibit 'the Paleatille GoverI111m t 

~rom granting land to the ar Vet rana. I hope that when I g• 
home I will be able to take up this matter with the proper_. 
authorotie. 

Bir God~s I dont think Alllerioan Jewry is so much interested in goi.ng to 
tal tine. ~ 

nman a :rou ru:s be aurpr1ae4 to learn VMt tiler• are••• 10-15000 
Ameriean oitisUUI 1n 'Rale • ~l'IIMIM~,• 






