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To Mr. Henry Mon tor 

From Harold P. Manson 
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MIWORA.:mml 

November 30, 1943 

Following is a report on the meeting of the Emergency Committee to Save 
the Jewish people of lb.rope and the .American League for a Free Palestine, held 
at the Hotel St. Moritz on November 29, 1943. 

The meeting, which attracted a small audience, was definitely on the dull 
side. Congressman Somers, who was to be the speaker of the evening, could not 
at tent, and his place was taken by Konrad Bercovici. There were three speakers 
in all (Potter, who acted as chairman, Bercovici and Professor Smertenko). 

As was expected, the point given Dk)St emphasis by all speakers was that 
the Jews const1ture a separate problem and cannot be regarded as part of the 
general refugee question There was, however, some difference of opinion as 
to the popularity of this view in United iations circles. Thus, while Potter 
saw indications that the United Nations commission investigating war crimes 
will ad.op~ the •ergency Committee's approach and pointed to the utterances 
of the Polish delegate to the UNRRA Conference (reported in yester~•s news
papers) as indicating concern with the Jewish problem as such, Smertenko took 
a less optimistic view and declared that •although the Emergency Committee's 
efforts are beginning to bear fruit, United Nations leaders are yet to be con
verted." 

Following are other points ma.deb~ the individual speakers: 

POTTER asserted that many Jewish organizations are coming around to the 
view of the Emergency Committee and the .American League for a Free Palestine 
that merely wiping out the White Paper wilO hot be enough; that there must be 
free inmigration into •a Jewish State and omm:>nwealth. • Potter cited the 
utterances of Rabbi Meyer Berlin (reported in yesterd8.1''• press) as constit~ 
ing an endorsement of this view. 

BEBCOVICI assailed Sol Bloom's efforts to "•abotage" the Resolution to 
save the Jews now being considered by the House. Recalling the Bermuda Con.
ference, Bercovici charged that Bloom was - and is - a •ao nothing". He asserted 
that Bloom called a hearing on the Resolution without bothering to consult with 
the measure's sponsors, demanded financial reports from the ~ergency Committee, 
etc. 

Reiterating the Emergency Committee•• contention that the Jewish problem 
mu.st be treated separately, :Bercovici declared that the proposed amendments 
which stipu.late that the Resolution should concern itself with all oppressed 
peo~les would emasculate the measure. 

l3ercovici ridiculed Jewiah organizations which object to the hrgeney 
Committee's methods. Asserting that such groups believe •time will take care 
of thinga." he added that "the71ve been dreaming ~f Chamberlain'• 1peace in our 
time.••. He also maintained that the representatives of such Jewish organizations 
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are "old,• but that the !mergency Committee is made up of •young, strong people, 
who won't wait." 

SI4ERTENKO launched an all-out attack against the State Department. He 
declared that the State Department, which had all the facts on the slaughter of 
Jews in :ihrope, refused to release this information until the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Pope •cried out in horror.• To placate those protesting 
against the murder of Jews, the State Department initiated the fiasco which was 
the Bermuda Conference, Smertenlco sUd. He added that a:fter three m:,nths of 
pleading at the State Department's door, the lmergeney Committee was forced to 
turn to Congress and t~t the·present hearings are being held to co~tinue the 
State Department's sabotage of the Committee's efforts, 

Smertenlr..o disclosed that "men close to Roosevelt" say that the President 
cannot at this moment ask Churchill to open the doors of Palestine Boosevelt 
must be able to point to a popular demand for such action, he said and urged 
su.pport for the League for a Free Palestine's program. He emphasized that the 
League is "traditionally .American" and "is not bound up with the philosophy of 
Zionism. " • 

A specific program of action was outlined by Smertenko, as follows: 

1) The circulation-of petitions count17. 

2) 

3) 

The placing of ads in out of well as in the New York press. 

A "neighborhood canvas ,•including the mobilization of ministers and 
other leaders in the community. 

The names of the interim officers chosen for New York were announced at the 
meeting. They were reeled .off rather quickly, but I manse;ed to catch the followings 

HPM:ld 
s 

ior the :&nergency Committee to Save the Jewish Peoples 

Chairman - Potter 

Vice-Chairman - Mrs. Johanna Lindloff and Rev. James A. Martin 

Executive Committee - George Hamilton Coombs, Rev. De Witt, Dr. Freibisch, 
Dr. Thayer, Dr. Sternberg 

For the League for a Free Palestine& 

Chairman - Herbert lbore 
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