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-V San F.ranoieoo, Cal • 

.August 6th, 1943 

Dear Arthur -

I have juet returned from a rather long interview with Herbert Hoover. 
He listened to me quite attentively and I think I made a decided impression. 

He told me during our hour and a halt conversation the following• 

(1) That in hi• opinion Palestine cannot become a Jeri.eh Oommomrealth 
when the .lraba are evacuated to other countries in the Near kel'i. 

(2) That thie evacuation cannot be voluntary, but must be compulsory, 
imposed by the British or the United Nationa. 

(3) That the British are afraid to impose such compulsory evacuation 
beoauee ot the reperouaeion on the "Arab 110rld". 

(4) That he ha• no faith in the British promie•• with regard to Jewiah 
Paleetin•J that the "impire" ie the first and paramount concern of 
the British peopleJ that the Labor Party ie aleo devoted to the 
Imperial 1ntereata or Br:t.tain (that no Labor meeting conclude• with-
out the einging ot "Britannia ru.l.e1 the wave1")J that Britain at the 
end or thia n.r will inaiet on retaining all the territory it ha1 had 
and hu acquiredJ that a emall oligarohf ot 15 million ru].e .. not only 
the 60 million ot the British Ielee but on►quarter of the area or the 
earth and one-quarter ot the earth' a reaourceeJ and that despite all 
our dq-dr,aam1ng ideallete Britain will continue to be self-righteously 
imperial11tic after the war. 

(6) 'lhat Britain ehoul.d give an accouneing to the world•• to the Mandates 
ot I1111a and Tangaeyika - that about 5,000 Dlgliahmen live there, 
that there are 1D8l11 inland valleys which would be habitable by the 
retugee1, that there are great oopper min•• and other natural resource, 
in the area, and that Britain seems to be keeping thia rioh area 
"for f'\iture imperiallat1o purpo1••" ot Britain. 

(6) That in 1937 he 1uggeated to a group ot hi• Jmeh friend• that it 
100 million of dollara were contributed by them he would undel-take 
to get a billion from governments to develop Xeeya and Tanganyika tor 
retugeea. 

(7) That he took up the matter with Stanley Baldwin and enlisted hi1 
aympathet1c interest and that he was interrupted by further plane. 

( 8) That he made up h11 mind recently that h• ought to open up the 
queation public:cy, knowing full well that he wa1 "•ticking out hi• 
neck". 

(9) That he oade a eix minute, speech and ha1 received about 500 lettera 
about it (400 were from no~ew• who prai1ed the 1peech, becauee 
they had teared·that the Jewe in th11 country would urge th• low•~ 
ingot immigration bara to permit ailliona ot Jm.lh retugeea to 
enter here, and that they had no faith in Paleetine •• a haven tor 
more than a f• tena or thou1and1). 

(10) That Jew1 have attacked him for the epeeoh, but he beliwe1 that 
aotuall.1 he will be or great 1ervice to th• Jewiah oau••• Indeed, 
(u an attel'-thought, I believe) he ea14 that Britain will be 10 to~.., 
tu1 about being requind to g1 ve up the ver, rich Xen,a and Tanga~ . 
area, that it will much prefer to make a real Jm.ah Stat• ot 
Pale1t1ne, and will even force the Arabi to evacuate to th• .Arab 
oountriea, inveating the nece1eary tund1 to develop theae und.veloped 
land• ao •• to receive the Araba from Paleatine. 

I not only gave him the cemorandum you sent on to oe, but 1 reviend all 
the pointe l!lad• in it in the course ot our oonveraation. I alao gave him J'am•" 
S. llacDonald'e article in the Nn Palestine. H• 1eemed to be iapreased. Ha 
didn't know who the Committee which spon,,ored hi1 addr•"• reall.J were. I az:i 
eur• he regret, hi• apeeoh, and that he 11 a much W'11er man than he wa1 beforJ 
I aaw him. 



-t,.. 8an J'ranciaco, Oal. 
Augl.lst 8th, 1943 

I have just i.;.~t hm a note thankinc h1tl for hie patient and graciou.• 
reception ot 'a:/ point ot vi•, and% alao amt h1l!1 a copy ot th• pacph].et 
"hla1tine - .l Jewilh Oomiomrealth In Our Tine", juat publiahed b1 the 
z.0.1. 

The trip bu been aciting and heotio, but I believe quit• worth while. 
It'• the tirat opportunit7 I have had tor the writina ot a letter to an,body. 
Pl.nae~• oopi•• ot it tor Simon Shetzer and tor euoh ot the cembcr1 ot 
the Political Panel or th• Ortic• Oonmittee u 7ou an4 Dr. Ooldr.iann th1nk 
ahou.14 have them. 

1'1th kind regard.a, 




