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I. 

April 20, 1943 

THE PRESENT SITUATIGN IN THE l'IBAR EAST 

Part I -- THE FACTS 

Purpose of Memorandum 

The object of this memorandum is to summarize the facts and information f 
collected during three and one-half months (November 1942 to ~arch 1943) when, 
in cqmpliance with instructions from the Joint U. S. Chiefs of Staff, I visited 
the Near East. 

II. lvLy Mission 

1. Itinerary: 

Although physically familiar with most of the areas visited on this trip, 
I had not been in the Near East since the spring of 1939. Fortunately, it was 
possible on this visit not simply to hit the high spots in whirlwind fashion but 
actually to spend approximately two weeks in each country -- Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, 
Palestine, Trans-Jordan and Iraq. I also visited Turkey and Iran in order to get 
first-hand information on the attitude of these neighboring states toward the Arab 
world. In addition I motored over 800 miles through Egypt and Cirenaica along the 
coast from El Alemein to Bengazi. Viy return flight to the United States took me 
along the rest of North Africa via Tripoli• Algiers, and Casablanca to Marrakech 
and Dakar. 

with: 

2. People Seen: 

The facts and information given in this me1orandum reflect conversations 

(a) British and Fighting French military and diplomatic 
representatives in the various countries. 

(b) American consular, diplomatic, and military representatives. 

(c) American missionary and educational leaders. 

(d) Arab leaders both in and out of political office. 

3. Prodecure: 

In my contacts with Arab leaders I was assisted 
by a list especial l y prepared for me by President 
Bayard Dodge of outstanding graduates of the 
American University of Beirut living in the areas 
visited. I also renewed contact with many friends 
of my father and mother who had served as mission­
aries in Syria for 50 years. 

In all my contacts I explained that I was there to collect information not 
to give it, to listen and not to talk. I hoped that they cared to give me their 
views as the information which I was collecting was not for publication in any way 
but for the benefit of the United States Government. In gathering first-hand in­
formation I was naturally aided to a great extent by my ability to converse in 

• 
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Arabic, or, where necessary, in French or German. 

III. Backgro.und -- American Interests and Standing in th Near Eii.21 

Although .American interests in the Near East have centered primarily on the 
in:portation of tobacco and dates, and our exports have centered on films and auto­
mobiles, our main interests in the Near East, due to 100 years of missionary and 
educutional efforts, have remained in the cultural field. The fact that these 
missionary :md educational efforts were supported entirely by private philanthropic 
contributions rather than by Government funds has added to the prestige that the 
United States gained from those efforts. The standing and influence, for example, 
of the Americoo University of Beirut and of Robert College in Istanbul and of their 
graduates is hard to realize except after a first-hand visit to the area. 

As a result, American prestige has for many years been extremely high through­
ou.t the whole Near East. This situation was strikingly confirmed in 1919 when, from 
the Crane-King Commission I s inYestigation, over 60 per cent of the petitions sub­
mitted by the people of this area gave the United States as their first choice for 
a mandatory power. This was over four times the request for Great Britain, which 
was the second power suggested. 

At the same time, the fact must also be clearly recognized that American pres­
tige has declined considerably in recent years and is still declining. Some of the 
reasons for this decline are suggested in the later sections of this me~orandum. 

IV. Outstanding Facts: 

The outstanding facts developed in the course of my trip may be summarized as 
follows: 

1. The most important and most serious fact is the danger that, unless def­
inite steps are taken to prevent it, there may be~ renewed outbreak of fighting 
between Arabs and Jews in Palestine before the nd of the war and perhaps even dur­
ing the next few months. Such fighting in Palestine is almost certain to lead to 
the massacre of Jews living in the neighboring states of Iraq and Syria as well as 

. in other places in the Near East. 

The tension is growing steadily and as a r e sult th Arabs are lik ly to be 
goaded as their only effective means of prot st into breaking the informal truce 
r,hich has existed in Palestine since the outbreak of th , war in 1939. The Arabs 
feel that the Zionists by continuing a vt0rld-wide propaganda for a Jewish State in 
Palestine have not kept their part of the barga in. There is therefore in the minds 
of the Arabs a growing fear that unless they do something, when the war is ov r, 
they will be faced with a decision already tuken by the Great Powers to turn Pales­
tine over to the Jews. This fear is, of course, one on which Axis propag nda to 
this area has constnntly harped. 

2. There is clearly a hardening of feeling on both sides ~hich is r~flected 
in an increasingly unyielding attitude by the extremist leaders of both Arabs and 
Jews in regard to any compromise solution, both sides are armed and indicate a 
willingness to fight. 

It is common knowledge that the Zionist undercover military organization, the 
Hagana, has made plnns and has stocks of toitiny guns and machine guns as well as 
smnll arms. Mu.ch of this equipment was bou6ht from French Vichy troops in Syria 
and has, during the past two years, been srrru.ggled into Pru.estine. 
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The Jews particularly f eel tha t with the ir increa sed numbers and with their 
increased stock of arms they can more th~n hold their own in actual fighting with 
Pale stininn Arabs. However, from previous exper • ence the Jews r ealize thC1 t, when­
ever serious fighting with the Arabs starts in P~l e stine • a ssistanc e from neighbor­
ing st a tes will aga in pour in. It i s this increased opposition that the Zionists 
admit they probably do not have the power to overcome without outside assistance 
from Britain or British and .American military forces. 

3. It is also increasingly cl ec1r th~t the growing int er est of J ws and Mosloms 
in all parts of the world in the Palestine settlement is no•.v so 1, rge thn.t it mnkes 
quite irupos Bibl e ooy purely domestic or local solution til. n.t might other wise have 
been arrived at by the Arabs Md Jews living in Pal e stine itself. 

4. The outbreak of internal conflict in Palestine is obviously one of the 
major objectives of Nazi propaganda in this area. It is aimed a t precipi t a ting 
Arab-Jewish fi ghting at a moment when combat troops of the United Na t i ons cnn l east 
readily be spared for putting down domestic in s".i.rrect.ion. Furth rmorer Ax i s pro­
;agnnda in this area has of late become increasingly effective b cause t he Nazis 
have plnyod down reference to .A.xis interests and have laid their main empha sis on 
the one fact that, if the Unit ed Nati ~ns win the warp the Arabs can be certain that 
they will lose Palestine to the J ews. Nothing could be simpler or more r eadily 
understandable to the average Arab than the Axis three-point program which in their 
daily broadca sting promises: 

( a ) the elimination of all alien control, whether British or Fr nch· 
' 

(b) the liquida tion of the Jews in Palestine; nnd 

(c) complete independence. 

5. Traveling through Palestine one clearly r ealizes tha t it is not an un­
popul ated area into which an indefinite additional numb er can immedia t ely be poured. 
For quick comparison, Palestine in ar ea is a little smaller than the Sta te of New 
Hampshire and already hn.s a population four times ?.s large. The figur es, which, 
like all Near Eastern statistics, are only approxim, tions, indica te the large growth 
tha t has token place: 

Arabs 
J ews 

1920 

600, 000 
70, 000 

670,000 

1942 

1,000 , 000 
500 , 000 

1,500, 000 

6. There is an ever-present .Arab f ee.r of American support for political Zion­
ism with its proposed Jewi sh St a te and Jewish Army in Palestine. This i s now extend­
ing to the further fear of Americnn support and the penetra tion of Jewist people 
into Syria nnd other neighboring Arab area s,onco Palestine ha s been fully populated. 
The Zionist press in Palestine cla ims the support of public opinion in Brita in and 
the United Sta tes for its aspirations and the Arab press mnkcs no effective denial. 

Although the State Department ha s taken no official position in the dispute as 
to the correct interpretation of the Balfour :Decl aration calling for a "na tional 
home for the Jews, 11 the recurring petitions of members of both houses of Congress 
have been interpreted both by Zionists ood by Arabs a s indicPting clearly 'Nhere 
American sympathies lie. Furthermore, it should be clearly realized that every 
American statement in favor of Zionism is within a few hours widely brot:i.dcast by the 
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Axis radio to the whole Arab world in support of its main propaganda theme that a 
United Nations victory means for the Arabs the certain loss of Palestine to the 
Jews. For example, the December 1942 petition supporting the Zionist position 
signed by 67 senators and 180 congressmen was very widely broadcast by the Axis 
radio throughout the whole Near East. It was, of course, referred to not as a 
petition but an expression of government policy. It resulted in unprecedented 
demonstrations agains t the United States that culminated in Damascus in the closing 
of the bazaars for several days as a protest against the United States. 

7. There is also a growing Syrian fear of American sunport for, or at least 
acquiescence in, a continuation of French control in Syria after this war is over. 
The Syrians remember that, after the last war and despite an overwhelming preference 
for the United States and specific objection to France, the mnndates for Syria and 
Lebanon were nevertheless given to France. As a result many pro-iunerican supporters 
in Syria have for years felt the displeasure of the Frenc~ and claim that since that 
time they have been discriminated against or passed over in Government appointments. 

In fact, the fear th0t alre~dy haunts all of tne Near ~ast is th, tat the end 
of the pt'esent World War the United States may 8bain return to isola.tio:r.ism. Even 
today this is the cause of such worry that reference is mn.de to it in DJ.most every 
conversation held with private or official individuals. 

8. Tension and difficulties with the Arabs in North Africa have already been 
reported to the \iar Department by General Eisenhower. On my return to the United 
States via North Africa I found in both the Eighth Army and the First Arrey American 
officers responsible for the security of American troops v1ho \7ere increasingly dis­
turbed by the unenthusiastic, and in some place, hostile, ~ttitude on the part of 
the North African Arab population toward the Unit~d St e tes. They expressed fear 
of still further difficulties if thP- issues of a Jewish political state and of a 
Jewish Army continue to be pressed at this time. The uncooperative attitude of the 
North African Arabs reflected, in their opinion, the irritation of the Arabs ~t the 
behavior of some of the local Jewish populations in North Africa as well as the 
effectiveness of hostile propaganda which continued to claim that United States: 
successes in North Africa 7iOUld only give greater support to the Jewish claims in 
Palestine. 

9. From my trip through North Africa I also got the impression that American 
political efforts had, quite naturally and perhaps of nee ssity, concentrated on 
th problems of our relations with the various French groups or factions. The effect 
of our military occupation on the Arabs who form npproximat ly 93% of the population 
and their attitude toward the United States had cs n result not been given the ntten­
t ion it de sE:Jrved. Fur thermo re such inf ormn. tion on the attitude of the Arabs as was 
available to .American officers had almost invn.ri:-1.bl~r been received at second hand 
from the local French authorities . 

Obviousl y the situ tion of American or United Na tions troops in the Arab or 
Moslem world has not yet reached a very criticnl stnge . i3ut it is definitely un­
healthy and now is the time when steps should be taken to prevent a further deter­
ioration. The unfortunate British experience during their retreat in Burma is only 
too recent an example of the serious effects tnat a hostile rat ier than friendly 
native population can have on military operations . 

10. Since Zionist propaganda nnd politicnl pressure in the United States is 
mu.ch greater than corresponding .Arab pressure, it is important for the American 
people to realize that, in the Moslem world, Arab feelings remain uncompromisingly 
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., 
~· · against the acceptance of a political Zionist State in Palestine. The Arabs in 

Palestine have on many occasions fought both the Zionists and the British military 
forces sent against them, and there is absolutely no bnsis for assuming that they 
will not again fight when they feel it necessary. It should therefore be ~ery 
clear that a Zionist State in Palestine can only be imposed upon the Arabs by 
military force, 



COPY F LETTER FROM THE HONORABLE ARTHUR B. VhNDENBERG, UNITED STaTES SENATE, 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, AUGUST 28, 1943 . 

• 

Mr.-Pnil Slomovotz 
The Jewish News 
Detroit, Michigan 

My dear Phil: 

This will reply to your letter of the 25rd which has follo v1ed me to Grand hapids. I do not 
know what can be done about the Smith matter. OF OURSE I have no "definite unders :anding." 
If he means he "knows where I stand" in respect to _particular issues he has asked me about, 
he is correct. I always answer any 4uestions from a constituent - and I always try to 
answer frankly. That goes for him or any one else. And everybody always gets the same answer. 
If they agree, I am glad. If they disagree, i can't help it. If his extremists agree with 
my position in respect to our foreign p8licy, then we cer tainly are making progress- because 
my position, as set out in the so-called Vandenberg-White Resolution in the Senate is dear 
and miequ.ivocal. I stand for post-war co-operation between sovereign nations to errl military 
aggression for keeps. I stand for .hffieJ,ican co-operation as determined by "due Constitutional 
process." I stand for an authentic regard for American interests as well as American 
responsibilities. And th.:ut is the mly "understanding" I have w·th anybody. I can appreciate 
how you feel about the matter; and you may be very sure I shall never f ail your loyal friend­
ship in these connections. 

I know something about the troubles which th Zionist '[ovement confronts. Indeed, I very 
intimately understand some of its latest hazards. In respect to some of my information I 
can only speak to you in complete confidence because it is of that nature. I recently spent 
an hour with an Army Colonel who has just returned from the ~ion-Arab area and he g ve me 
much distressing news about the imminence of possible Arab armed revolt, with possible 
repercussions in a gener~l revolt of all their related religionists. I believe he was sent 
on his errand of inquiry by the ,ar Department. The facts which he presumed to submit may be 
right ar wrong. If they are right, we have a hazard on our hands which seriously involves 
the entire war eff ort. If he is wrong, he is an W1conscionable ~Jarmist. In any event, the 
actual situation, in these regards, ought to be clearly understood by all concerned; the 
truth ought to be clearly established for the good of all concerned, including the lionist 
movement itself. If there is trouble ahead, we shall be wise to choose our .wn tiILe to deal 
with it. It seems to me that the official leaders of the Zionist movement should be in direct 
contact with the State Department am the War Department in these regards so that we may all 
move in concert for the best welfare not only of the general war effort but also of the Jewish 
National Home. Manifestly that is not a subject which I can discuss publicly. But I think 
it MUST be paramount in cha ting our immediate p:,licies. 

So far as the Jewish National Hot e is concerned, I stand where I have always stood. I favor 
and susta~n it as I have always done. I believe it is a n~tional committment to which both 
British am American honor are subscribed. I am prepared to say so at any time and 1n any 
way - as always. But I fear the present crisis is something which requires more than friendly 
pronouncements. Unless I am great~ mistaken, it requires real statesmanship on the p,.rt of 
the governments involved not only far the sake of the wiited war effort (without which every­
thing is lost) but also for the sake of the long-range welfare of the Jewish National Home. 
Under such circumstances, l am frankly at a loss to know what I CAN say that would suit your 
present purpose and respooo to your present request. After reading this letter, if you have 
any suggestions, I shall be glad to hear fran you again - altho l shall be out of reach until 
beptember 10th v1hen I return permanently to a.shl.ngton. I repeat that I want to be helpful 
in any way I can; but I want to be sure that I am being helpful. I do not need to repeat that 
this letter is necessarily confidential because th~t will be obvious from its context. 

• ith warm personal regards, Cordially am faithfully Yours , 

(Signed) A.H. Vaooenberg 
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THE JEWISH NEWS 

2114 Penobscot Bldg. Detroit 26, Jichigan 

t>ept. 20, 1945 

Dear Emanuel: 

Thanks for your letter which reached me this morning. 

I wrote to Vandenberg last :eek and frankly asked whether 
Hoskins was the man who approached -him. His answer is &s follows: 

" ,Iy dear Phil: 

This will reply to your letter of September 14th. 
The Army officer to whom l referred was Colonel 
Hoskins. I would have identified him in my previous 
letter except that I could not remember his name. 
Of course I shall be delighted tosee you or your associates 
at any time when you are in ashington. 
I am sure you know thht I entirel reciprocate the spirit 
in which you have written. 
"1th wurm ersonal regards ~nd best wishes," 

I am semins you a copy of the let er he wrote to me 
originally. 

Be sure and keep me informed on decisions of the Emergency 
Committee. I am prepa ed to do hatever is necessary to save 
our position . 

.. 1th kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 

(~igned) Phil 

PHILIP SLOMOVITi 
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- .AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 
1720 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. 0, 

MICHIGAN -&-&80 

ROBERT JI'. WAGNER 
OBAIRM:All( 

NEW YORK OFFIOE 
41 EAST 42ND STREET 

MURRAY HILL !1•1160 CHARLES L. McNARY 
O~BAIRHA.1' 

WILLIAM GREEN 

WILLIAM H. KING 

.JOHN A, RYAN 

'nCS-OBAIRM■ll( 

llabbi .Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
01.ewland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

December 7, 1943 

I assume that Montor already forwarded to you a copy of Colonel 
Hoskins• report, in accordance with m.Y request. However, I mn enclosing 
a copy of this report for your consideration. 

Thia report wae obt&ined by me uncondi t ionall:,, so that it may- be 
used in any wq that you deem proper. (I acquired it through the office 
of Senator lodge of Maaa&chusetta. ~ere ia no need, of course, of men­
tioning hie name.) 

I understand that Nachum Goldmann 1• in possession of a copy of 
Hoskins' report. Be was prevented from using 1 t bec&use he was pledged 
not to make it public in any wa:r, sh&pe, or manner. I should like to 
emphasize that you have full freedom of action with reference to it. 

In my judgment, it ia desirable to make it -public in at least the 
Tiddiah and Anglo-Jewiah press so that our own people will thereb:, obtain 
a clear conception of the situation in Washington. I am reliably informed 
that it ia this report that ia the basis of the oppoaition of the milita17 
authorities in Washington, aa well as in the •ear East, to any attempt to 
disturb the statue quo in Palestine, or to any modification of the White 
Pe.per. ~e rea.eon for such an &ttitude ia obviousl apparent from this 
report. It seema that both the White llouae and the l>ep8.!'tment of State 
ie guided in its &ttitude by the view of Colonel Boakine. Moreover, if 
Ism not mistaken, this Colonel Boskins 1 ■ presently in London as an of­
ficial representative of the United States government, with reference to 
&11 problem• regarding the •ear East. including Palestine. If that be eo, 
then our position is indeed an impoaaible one. .ll.1 the work of our Pu.blic 
Relation■, all our mass meetings, all articles and all our protest sink 
into insignificance when a pro-Arab and an anti-Zionist like Hoakine is the 
United States expert w1 th reference to Palestine and he ie the one who inter­
prets the attitude of the United States both to the Colonial Office and to 
Downing Street. 'l'he Grand Mufti himself could not have choeen a better rep­
resentative of the Ar&b point of view. 

B:, his own disclosure, Colonel Hoekine reveals the astounding fa.ct 
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th~t, 'while he was on an official mission •to collect information• •....... 

- • •tor the bene:fi t of the United States govermnent", he absolutely- boy-cotted 
the Jewish people in the Near East and :failed to establiah any contact with 
the TiahuT in Palestine or with any representative of the Jewish Agency. 
J.f'ter this report was delivered to the White House, to the Department of 
State, and to all important Senators and high military officials o:f the 
United States, in which report he has reached definite negatiTe conclusions 
with reference to the Jewish National Home, he was nevertheless sent as a 
sort of impartial representative of the United States government for the 
purpose of conveying the American point of view with reference to Palestine 
to Hie MaJesty 1s Government. It is imperative that Colonel Hoskins be die­
credited before the bar of American public opinion as a biased and prejudiced 
•expert• on Palestine. The average .American has a sense of fair pl&T and 
will find it difficult to understand how a man of Colonel Hoskins' type, whose mind 
is completely- foreclosed, a priori, with reference to Jewish aspirations in 
Palestine, could act in a fair manner. Thia is not a square deal. I think 
if proper presentations a.re made, both at the White Bouse and the Department of 
State, that at long last even in those quarters, the manifest unfairness of 
having Colonel Hoskins as the arbiter of the Jewish destiny in Palestine would 
be recognized. 

I am lfl"iting to you at length in the belief that possibly next Sunday's 
conference mq be used by 7ou or somebody else as a forum to expose the Hoskins 
fraud, on the basis of his own statements, as contained in this report. 

It is pathetic that the Colonel did not find it necessary to make any 
r eference to the tremendous military aid given by the Jewish people in the 
Near East and particularly Palestine to the cause of the United Nations. The 
loy-alty of the Jewish people to ' the cause of Great !ritain during the critical 
days of the War, as compared to the disloyalty of the Arabs, finds no expressions 
in the report. Hoskins, the pro-Arab and the anti-Zionist, deliberately con­
ceals this important and decisive fact. There ie no reference to the Jewish 
achievements in Palestine during the last twenty- y-ears. 

It is of the greatest importance to our cause that Colonel Hoskins be 
discredited as he deserves to be. ror he succeeded in poisoning the mind of 
many a. Senator and a Congressman when he persuaded them that the individual 
safety- of the .American soldiers in the Bear East and the security of the mili­
t&r7 interest of the United Nations, and particularly the interest of the 
United States, demand that nothing be done in the direction of the Jewish 
people in Palestine; on the contrary-, that everything be done to placate the 
Arabs, as a military necessity. !oth the voices of General Eisenhower and that 
of General Marshall with reference to the Jewish aspiration in Palestine have 
been shaped by this ubiquitous Colonel. Bence it is imperative that we engage 
in a campaign of exposing thie .herican pro-Arab patriot and render him harm­
less. If he ia a.member of any conmission in London dealing with the Near 
East, representing the United State s, it is our business to bring about his 
recall. I believe you can do it, c&lling it to the attention of jznerican public 
opinion from the platform and through the press. The Department of State can­
not do with the right hand one thing and with the left hand aomething el ■e. 
All the tine utterances ot the President and some high officials of the Depart­
ment ot State are meaningle1e so long a.s thia apokem.nan ot the Grsnd Mufti 
Party 11 permitted to determine and d~rect . the policie ■ of the United States 
with reference to the future of the Jewiah Bational Home. 

I am in Washington, endeavoring to do my small part in preparing the 

-ground-
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ground for your Tisit next week~ 

I am working in perfect harmony with Rabbi Yeuer, who is a delightful 
fellow. With kindest personal regards and all good wishes, 

Cordially-, 

~~-
Elihu D. Stone 

:IDS;njt 




