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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Silver: 

Office of Dr. Wise 
40 lfeat 68th st. 
New York City 

March 23, 1943 

I just read your letter to Dr. Goldstein and I want 
you to know I feel exactly as you do. There -.s a time 
when Ickes' speeches were fine for ua. They are 10 no 
longer. And saddest of all is to think of the reason for 
what i1 become their utter worthlessness and even irrel
evance. 

I think the natter should be carefully discua~ed at 
Philadelphia so that we do not again make the mistake of 
inviting anyone of the Administration to speak for us 
unless we can be sure, e.s in the caee of Barkley, that 
he will say something. 

wVith most cordial greeting and looking for•rd to 
aeeing you next ednesday, I am 

SS rt: FE f - Stilphen s. Wise 
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41 EAST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 

TELEPHONE: VANDERBILT 6-3780 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

March 26, 
19 43. 

I om in fullest egrPement with the sen imente you expressed in your 
1 tter of March 22nd. 

The Jewish !.ational Fund took aJ 1 the :~recautions necesRary in 
col1. ection with Secretary Ickes' appen.rance in Bo ton. A full memo
randum ,,a~ sent to him telling him exactly what was e.x-pPcted. He wae 
al so told in very plain la 1guage that there was a great de 1 of dis
satisfaction with the address h deli ered at the U. P.A. Conference. 
Our memorandum was inte:1ded a th basis for his address. We made it 
very clear that w~ wanted him to speak n the Keren Ka.yemeth and in 
support of the Zionist cause e,s whole . .1.ro ords er~ minced n our 
memo re ndum. 

It will be of interest t 0 you. t o knnw - and this is what ~ most 
aggra.vatin~ - ill that Sec"t"eta.ry Ickes in the firet instance r; repared 
a ~eech -y, which the words "Jew . sh commonweal th in Paleftine" were 
u ed. I quot frcm Icke I originPl T"lF'riuscript which co ined the 
following par gre.ph 1 which he aye tribute to the J. :T . F.: 

''Since th turn of the century, the Jewish ational Fund 
has dilige1tly purchased la d ~ r. Paleqti ne in order to 
help cree.te a commonweal th there f or J f>Ws. 11 

On page 8 of his manuscript t. e following sentence a_t->.._)eared: 

11 At tb.e same time the U i ted .. ations should a clare, once 
and. for 1, be Palestine sr 11 ·)e a home for those 
Jews who wtsh to bide there." 

After the copy was mimeographed, for some mysterious reason not known 
to an, of us, an order Cb.Jne to change the text. The telegram, fortunatel" 
or unfortunately , never reache the J. 1 . F. Office ond the J. T. A., 
therefore, usen the text of the speech in its original form. hen 
Secretary Ickes reached :Boston he came there wi ha publicity man who 
rel~ased another spe ch, in modified form. \!e happen to have both 
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speeches here and I shall be glq,d to show them to you when you are in 
·Jew York. 

Under the circumstances, I think you will agree that 1t.1e all did what prudent 
men could do. This has always been on.r policy. ile never believe in uning 
prominent personelities merely because they Pre attractions, unleEs they are 
in complete sympathy and harmony with our work. ~n that basis we have used 
Senator Barkley exten9ively and 'i th success, and recently ,,re have sls0 used 
Senator Pepper rather extensively. We prepare the back~r.ound material for 
them and also tell them rather frankly what is expected of them. They never 
make an appearance without our giving them a full memorandum, refe~ting again 
ana &gain what is expected of them. 

Sincerely yours, 

i 
' 

.J 
Dr. , 
Pres en. 

IG:dl 



AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

~ 41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 

MEMORANDUM 
To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date Dee. 8, 1943 

Pro• Mr. HeDr7 Mon tor 

Judge Fisher of Chicago telephoned to me thia afternoon to aq that he 
had had a Ter7 excellent diacuasion for more than an hour w1 th Secretary
of the N'a-.y Xnox in Chic9&0. 

Judge Piaher did not want to talk at too great length over the telephone but 
be did giTe me the following& 

At the close of the diacusaion, Secret81'7 Xno.x aaid that he was going to 
speak to the President on the subJect. He declared that he was also going 
to talk to "some of the Jews who do the cause a great deal of harm 1n 
Washington." 

During the discussion the name of Judce Roeenmsn was mentioned by- Secretar7 
Knox. He inquired what hie attitude waa. Jud&e Fisher said that aa far ae 
he knew, Jud&• RosenD'INl. was not believed to be a member of the group to 
which the Secretary had referred. However, Judge Fisher aaid tbat it would 
not hurt for Secretary Knox to make clear to Judge Roaeun that he waa 
veey much interested 1n the cause. 

At one point Mr. Xnox aaidt 1Harry, I 1m going to watch this Palestine 
aituation with the same care aa it you yourself were altting in on Cabinet 
meetinga. It there ia euch a percentace • 1,000, that 1• the extent of 
'IIJ7' s1]11p&th7 with your cau••• It cannot poseib:17 be that the whole world 
will win the ~ and that the J ewe •111 be excepted," Mr. Kn.ox declared. 
He added: "I want to be kept cont1Duall7 informed about developmenta 
with respect to Paleatine. Do not worry about the thought that ;you will 
be annoying me. It necessary, I want ;you to write to me eTery dq giving 
me &D1" ne• facta that mq deTelop with which I should be familiar." 

Mr. Xnox aaid that there need not be arq worry about Mr. Wallace Jmrrq 
or Col. Hoskins. They bad gone abroad under apecial inatructiona which 
he eaid did not cover the Paleetine aituation. 

Mr. Knox who is a member of the board with Secretar7 Ickea of the 
Petrolewn ReserTea Corporation, declared tbat ineofar aa the OoTenunent 
ia concerned, no commitment• bad bem made with reapect to Paleatine 
aa a tie-up with the oil situation. In fact the Palestine queation 
waa neTer eTen diecuaaecl. 

Judge J'iaher aaid that he would giTe me more detail• When he aet u.a in 
CleTeland 011 Satu.rdq. 

HM/md 




