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American Emergency Commiittee for Zionist Affairs

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 4| EAST 42nd STREET

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America ROOM 1121
Mizrachi Organization of America

Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America NEW YORK CITY

Zionist Organization of America

Office of Dre. Wise
40 West 68th St.
New York City

March 23, 1943

Dre. Abbe Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Silver:

I just read your letter to Dr. Goldstein and I want
you to know I feel exactly as you do. There was a time
when Ickes' speeches were fine for us. They are sc no
longer. And saddest of all is to think of the reason for
what is become their utter worthlessness and even irrel-
evBICOe

I think the matter should be carefully discussed at
Philadelphis so that we do not again make the mistaske of
inviting enyone of the Administration to speek for us
unless we can be sure, as in the case of Barkley, that
he will say some thing.

With most cordial greeting and looking forward to
seeing you next Wednesdey, I am

Stephen S. Wise
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March 26,
19 4z,

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver,

The Temple,

East 105th St., at Ansel Road,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Dr. Silver:

I am in fullest agreement with the sentiments you expressed in your
letter of March 22nd.

The Jewish National Fund took 211 the precautions necessary in

con ection with Secretary Ickes' appemrrance in Boston. A full memo-
randum was sent to him telling him exactly what was expected. He wae
also told in very plain language that there was a great deal of dis-
satisfaction with the address he delivered at the U, P. A. Conference,
Our memorandum was intended as the basis for his address. We made it
very clear that we wanted him to speak on the Keren Kayemeth and in
support of the Zionist caunge 28 a whole. 1o words were minced in our
memorandum,

It will be of interest to you to know - and this is what ie most
ageravating - b that Secretary Ickes in the firet instance prepared
a gpeech ir which the words "Jewish commonwealth in Palestine" were
used. I quote from Ickes' originel meruscript which contained the
following paragreph in which he pays tribute to the J. II. F.;

"Since the turn of the century, the Jewish National Fund
hag diligently purchaged lad irn Palestine in order to
help creste a commonwealth there for Jews,"

On page 8 of his manuscript the following sentence eappeared:

"At the same time the United llations should declare, once
and for &ll, thet Palestine shall De a home for those
Jews who wish to abide there,"

After the copy was mimeographed, for some mysterious reason not known

to any of us, an crder came to change the text. The telegram, fortunatey
or unfortunately, never reached the J, N. ¥, Cffice and the J. T. A,,
therefore, used the text of the gpeech in its original form. When
Secretary Ickes reached Boston he came there with a publicity man who
relcased another speech, in modified form. Ve happen to have both
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Dr, Abba Hillel Silver March 26, 1943.

speeches here and I shall be glad to show them to you when you are in
New York,

Under the circumstances, I think you will 2gree that we 211 did what prudent
men could do., This has always been our policy. We never believe in using
prominent personalities merely because they are attractions, unlees they are
in complete sympathy and harmony with our work. On that basis we have used
Senator Barkley extensively and with success, and recently we have s8lsn used
Senator Pepper rather extensively. We prepare the backeround material for
them and also tell them rather frenkly what is expected of them. They never
make an appearance without our giving them a full memorandum, repeating again
ana again what is expected of them.

Sincerely yours,

President.




AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS
41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abbe Hillel Silver Date pec, 8, 1943

Mr. Henry Montor

Judge Fisher of Chicago telsphoned to me this afternoon to say that he
had had a very excellent discussion for more than an hour with Secretery
of the Navy Knox in Chicago.

Judge Fisher did not want to talk at too great lemgth over the telephone but
be did give me the following:

At the close of the discussion, Secretary EKnox said that he was going to
speak to the President on the subject. He declared that he was also going
to talk to "some of the Jews who do the cause a great deal of harm in

Washington. "

During the discussion the name of Judge Rosenman was mentioned by Secretary
Knox. He inquired what his attitude was. Judge Fisher said that as far as
he knew, Judge Rosenman was not believed to be a member of the group to
which the Secretary had referred. However, Judge Fisher said that it would
not hurt for Secretary Knox to make clear to Judge Rosenman that he was
very much interested in the cause.

At one point Mr. Knox said: "Harry, I'm going to watch this Palestine
situation with the same care as if you yourself were sitting in on Cabinet
meetings. If there is such a percentage as 1,000, that is the extent of
my sympathy with your cause. It cannot possibly be that the whole world
will win the war and that the Jews will be excepted," Mr. Knox declared.
He added: "I want to be kept continually informed about developments
with respect to Palestine. Do not worry about the thought that you will
be annoying me. If necessary, I want you to write to me every day giving
me any new facts that may develop with which I should be familiar."

Mr. Knox sald that there need not be any worry about Mr. Wallace Murray
or Col. Hoskins. They had gone abroad under special instructione which
he sald did not cover the Palestine situation.

Mr. Knox who is a member of the board with Secretary Ickes of the
Petroleum Reserves Corporation, declared that insofar as the Government
is concerned, no commitments had been made with respect to Palestine
ag a tie-up with the o0il situation. In fact the Palestine question
was never even discussed.

Judge Fisher said that he would give me more details when he met us in
Cleveland on Saturdaye.

HM/md






