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Abbe Hillel Silver 
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Chairman , 
Administrative Committee 
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Exec:utive Committee 

lsrHI Goldstein 
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Charles Ress 
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Robert S&old 
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lxec■tlve Director 
Henry Montor 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Th ;Joint Committee for European Affairs met yesterda; (donday) 
afternoon at the Harmonie Club in 1 ew York City. T-ie A 8S re-pre
sentea by R bbi achrm • Ebin, a menber of the A Administr~tive 
Committee, who went s an alternate to .fr. Leon Gellman , and by myself . 
• ~r . Gellman telephonai me about an hour before the me eting;, t elling me 
that he would not be p.ble to attend because a meet~.ng had been sched
uled in his office at 4: 30, which hi secret ry di d not c::i.11 to nis 
attention when he accepted the invitation to act as your alternat . 
The list of persons ttending, and the org ~iz , tions they represent 
is herewith attached (see A). 

The most important item on the ~end.a dealt with a re ort of a 
visit by Judge Pro kauer and Dr Ste, h n s. Uise to the Hon. •tyron 
Taylor. They spw Mr. T ,1or int morning and presented to him a 
memorandum, a copy of which I am l enclosing. (B). The visit, 
of course, was confidential, end the report was given in the same way. 
Judge Proskauer made the report. He indicated that Mr . Taylor was 
most cordial and very friendly. Hews very delighted with the 
memorandum because he said it was along the very same lines that he 
himseJf had been thinking for some time. Mr. Taylor 18 scheduled to 
meet with the Sta. e Department today ( Tuesd ) , and he promised 
Judge roskauer and Dr. ise to discuss the memorandum -11th ·-1r. \'lelles 
of the St te Depa.rtment, And other members. 

ir. T~ylor ssured Ju e Proskauer and Dr. ise th t the ratican ras 
very much concerned with the fate of the Jews in Europe. He told them 
that the Papal Nuncio in VAsh1n~ton had b en in touch with the Vatican, 
soliciti ~ the 1 tter 1s -ssist nee in stnying the threatened deporta,.. 
tion of It lian Jews to Eastern Euro e. 

• maylor was anxious to ow whether the Jewish relief agencies, 
such as the UPA -md the JDC, ~ere nlanning to continue their oper tions. 
At this point, Judge Pros~..auer directed the ouestion to ~. Hy for 
the JDC, and to me for the UPA. I res~onded th t the UPA would con
tinue its fund-r . sing rork in behalf of the enci s it represented, 
ho, in turn, 1oul~ con nue their onerations n Palestine. 

Judge Proskauer as assured that th Je ,ish communit es ould proh oly 
rise more money if there ere increased opnortunities avail ble for 
hel:t'.)ing the Jews of Eurone and for salvaging them. He WBS authorized 
to tr smit this information to Mr. Ta lor. 
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At this :point in the discussion, Dr. ahun Goldmann reRd some cablegrams 
from Jerusalem an~ London concerning the continuing massacres of the Jews in 
ocCU?Jied Europe. One cable snokc of the 8,000 Bul.=!'=lrian Jews ho h d q.lready 
been deported to East Europe , and the three,tened de"Oortntion of ell other Jews 
in Bulgaria. 11 0nly extraordinary ste1?s may s :ve the last remnants 11 w s the 
there of , l these cables . In the light of the need for i:nmedi te ~nd pressing 
action, r . Goldmann insisted th.9t it is not wise or statesmanlike to weit for 
!r. Tarlor to discuAs the meMorandum with the members of the St te Denartment. 

This was a grave urgency and. ol:1.o d be tre, te as such. It should not rec i:ve 
the 11 normal 11 treat nent meted out to memoranda submitted to the St~te De rtmen 
['..lld State Department exoerts. Moreover, Dr. Goldmann felt th t since the 
Briti h Foreign Secretary ~as in this country at this moment , it would be an 
opportune ti..ne to ask the United States, ·nconjunction with Great Brit in, to 
issue one declaration which would announce publicly and privately to Germany 
(publicly over the radio and pri ately through the good offices of neutral 
governments) that the United St~tes and Gre t Britain are willing and re .dy to 
take the Jes out of occu,ied Europe and that should Germany not wish to give 
them up, the United States f'nd Britain conjointly wo tl.d see to it thc:it food c..s 
IllA.de av ileble to the Jews of occupied Europe on condition th t Germany ould 
cease slaughtering them. 

The rest of the meeti was te~en u;p for the most part with a discussion 
of Dr. Goldmann 1s suggestion. Judge Proskauer at first a adaT.ant in refusing 
to support su:h a course of action. He felt t t -ir. Taylor was our friend; th:,t 
he w s not only close to the State De:p rt ant, but a me nber of thP- State Depart-
ment and had office in the DepRrtment; th hi "'Ccess to the Secret ry of 
State and the President is close and rea ; t t he knows b1timately th Jewish 
situation in Euro~e, and that he i also clo e to and :riendly th the Vatican, 
to whom he was sent s President Roosevelt• snecial renre~ent~tive. 

~ ... 

Judge Proskauer further insisted that 11 going over the he d of r . Taylor" would 
be a lament~ble mist e and would bring the Jews of Euro e no help, ,hich, he 
insisted, was the e.im of al our negotiations . 

After a discu~sion, in hich a number of the peo le present rticipated, 
Dr. Goldmann s d th.at he did not me n to imply action over 1-1r. Taylor ' s he d. 
He only wished to emph. size th t memor~ndun cont ining 12 points lent itself 
to procr stination ann delay ~ta time when e ery moment and hour was precious . 
He sug~ested, therefore, that Mr. Taylor be urged to take up only two items of 
the m . orandum dealing rith the declar tion of the United St~tes and Great Brit in 
to G r many offeri to t~ke the Jews out, and de in also with the offer of 
the United St tes and Brit in to feed the Jews in occupied Euro~e on condition 
that Germany wo d refrain frora further mass cres . Judge Proskauer then dic
tated the attached telegra.'l'l (C) which w s si ed by him 3nd Dr . ,lise. 

•tts . Pool crune to the meetin~ s represent tive of Had.assah to plead for 
the incl sion of Had.as ah 1s represent tives in the makeup o:f the Cotunittee . Her 
request was referred to a s ecially o g ized committee to pass on ~e iber hip. 

There seemed to me to be none, faces at the meeti • s ve , perha.ns , that of 
Lr . llen Stroock and the two representatives of the B1ne.i B1rith. For the re t, 

includir-t; th~ representatives of the American Jewish Co ress , the American J e -
ish Committee , the mergency Com ittee 1or Zionist Affairs , the Agu.d.ath Ha ' 
Rabbonim, etc. none orga.niz tions or new blood ap:pe red to be represented. 
The composition of this comM.ittee seemed to me , on the basis of just this one 
meeting I ttended, to be ( 11th the exc tions noted) duplic tion of other 
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organiz tions Lnd meetings. 

In addition to the one matter referred to above, in hich Judge Proskauer 
asked for the intention of the UPA to continue its work, the only other m. tter 
specifically referring to the UPA was on the question of using the UPA 1s name 
in convoking 1 ge mass meetings and der1onstrations in behalf of EuropeAn Jews 
in 38 cities throughout the country. ~r. Hyman of the JDC felt th t the JDC 1s 
name ought not to be used. Tho re was som , discussion then as to whether the 
organizations prime.rily concerned with money-raising ought not to ha.ve their 
names used in connection rith sponsorship of these maetings . I called ttention 
to the fact that the activities of most of the organizations represented included 
money-raising activities . Therefore, I felt th t this was not adequate reason 
for the UPA to withhold the use of its name. Ho, ever, as a partner rlth the JDC 
in the UJA, I tho ht that it might be wiser to have the UPA' s name not used in 
connection ,1th calling the protest meetings throughout the n~tion. 

I ought to add thet from the confidentipl reoort of Judge ProskAuer and 
Dr. Tise there seemed to be very little hope of convening meeting for the dis
cussion of the refugee problem shad beens ~gested for Ottawa. -1r . TEcy"lor 
suggested that perhaps a..~other conference .in advance of the Ott wa conference 
might even be more important than the Ottawa conference if and when that takes 
place. 

\ith kind greetings and regards, I n.m 

ery faithfully yours, 

~ 
BB/RW Baruch Br unstein 
Enc. 3 

P.S. ,!iss S 1 tz o~. the erican Je Ji_, on ress, ,-•ho ,. cting s recordi1 
secrct3.cy, was not able to provide me today fith a J ist of the pe1~sons ttendine; 

d the organizations they represent . As oon es he is ble to givo me this 
list, I will send it on to you. Thi list is referred to in the boey of the 
lett r as enclosure 11A11 • 
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MEETING OJ JOINT COMMI!rTD 01 JIJROPl!!AN AJFAIRS 
MONDAY, MA1U111.B, 1943 il HABMONIE CLUJ 

1. Beport of the meeting with M71'on !qlor 

2. Action on the euggestion contained in Mr. Taylor•• letter 
in re direct appointment with the State Department 

3. Report of conference with Anthony :Iden 

4. Report on the response• to the request for mass demonstratione 

5. Report on the conference with the Jewiah Congressmen 
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MINUTE OF A MEETIUG OF TKE JOINT COMMITTEE ON EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
MONDAY All'TEBNOON, MARCH 29, 1943 

AT THE HA.BMONIE CLUB, 4 EAST 60TH STREET, N, Y. C, 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise presided. 

The Oh.airman, in the absence of Judge Proskauer, reported on the meetings he and 
Judge Proskauer had had in Washington with Mr. Myron Taylor, Mr. Sumner Welles 
and Mr. Anthony Eden. 

Judge Proskauer and the Chairman saw 4yron Taylor at the State Department on 
Saturday morning, March 27th, before their meeting with Mr. Eden at the British 
Embassy at 12:00 Noon that same day. Mr. Taylor tried to forewarn them on the 
kind of reception they might receive from Mr. Eden. It ~as only after they bad 
met with Mr. Eden that they recognized that r. Taylor's words were a cushion 
for them against Mr. Ed.en's response. 

The Chairman reported that Judge Proskauer began by pointing to the chief item 
in the memorandum (a copy of this memorandum, prepared by the Committee, for 
Mr. Myron Taylor was appended to the letter to Dr. Silver following the previous 
meeting of the Committee) relating to the request for the United Nations to issue 
a public declaration to Hitler asking him to give the Jews permission to leave 
occupied Europe. 

Mr. Eden1s response was that this was "fantastically impossible". 

Seizing upon the phrase of asking the United jations to do what was "immediately 
practicable" (a phrase which occurs in the memorandum), Mr. Eden suggested that 

1) We ought to emphasize on getting the refugees out of Portugal. (The Chairman 
and Judge Proskauer added "also Spain") 

When it was suggested to him that these refugees be sent to Palestine, Mr. 
Eden responded: "You cannot send them to Palestine because the Mediterranean 
is not clear". 

2) It was suggested that England help get the Jews out of Bulgaria, and preferably 
send adults out on the assumption that the Nazis would not deport children to 
East Europe as readily as they would adults. To this it was reported Mr. Eden 
responded that "Turkey does not want any more of your people". It would mean, 
Mr. Eden said, that we would have to send still more stuff to Turkey, and that 
is difficult now. 

At this point the Chairman interrupted himself to say that he believed that 
what to Great :Britain is difficult is the impossible. 

The Chairman reported further that;xu the second important suggestion to Mr. Eden, 
namely that the United Nations send food into occupied Europe to feed the Jews, 
seemed to make no impression on him. 

When he was pressed, Mr. Eden at every point responded that he could not reach any 
decision without prior consultation with his government. He pleaded to have the 
memorandum left with him so that he could study it and go over it. 

After t his conference, which the Chairman described as very disheartening and dis
couragi ng (although he said that Judge Proskauer was more optimistic than he) they 
went to see Mr. Welles at the State Department. Mr. Welles was reported as having 
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~ said that he would do what he could; that he was seeing Eden that afternoon and 
would do everything in his power to press the suggestions contained in the 
memorandum. 

The rest of the meeting was taken up with the discussion of how best now to call to 
the attention of the American people the proposals that had been ma.de to the State 
Department and, through the State Department, to Mr. Eden. It was suggested that 
an appropriate statement be prepared incorporating the main suggestions contained 
in the memorandum and at the same time annouming the formation of the Joint 
Committee on European Affairs, and broadcast it widely for publicity pUT!)oses. 
There was a good deal of discussion as to whether or not the statement should contain 
any infofma.tion about the meetings with Mr. Ta~'lor, Mr. Welles a.nd Mr. Eden. It 
was felt that these meetings should not be mentioned in the statement. 

Over the entire meeting hung the pall of i r. Eden's attitude toward helping to save 
the Jews in occupied Europe. Without expressizg it, the people at the meeting felt 
that there was little use in continuing to agitate for a demand on the part of 
the United Nations by the Jews of America. 

It was determined, however, to proceed with public meetings and to get as large 
and as widespread attendance as possible in order to bring the message home to 
America. 

The Chairman was of the opinion that only the United States Government could move the 
British Government to do anything in this crisis. 

It was suggested that the Chairman informally and personally visit with ir. Roosevelt 
and relay to him the substance of the conversations held with ,1r. Taylor, Mr. Welles 
and Mr. Ed.en, by Wa:¥ of soliciting the President's suggestions as to what further 
could be done to move the British Government in this matter. 

There was also a suggestion made that a formal committee of Congressmen should wait 
on the President and tell him how they felt on this matter, and urge the President 
to urge the United Nations to take appropriate action. 

Comment was made on the transference of the Refugee Conference from Ottawa to 
Bermuda, with the obvious implications that the governments of Great Britain and the 
United States do not want to have this Conference ( to be attended by three represent
atives of each government) to be pressured by public opinion or by the press. 
Naturally there would be no representations or observers in Bermuda, because the 
government controls space on the ships between the mainland and Bermuda. 

Judge Proskauer, who was late in coming to the meeting, emphasized his belief in the 
complete friendship of Mr. Taylor. He said he was delighted with the attitude of 
r. Welles. He believed that he, too, could be counted on as our friend in nego

tiating with the British government. 

A letter addressed to the Chairman by Mr. Myron C. Taylor was read at the meeting. 
It embodied the suggestion from Mr. Taylor that the Committee should proceed to do 
everything in its power, and visit directly with the State Department and, if necessary, 
1th the President. The Chairman suggested that this letter was a clear indication 

that Mr. Taylor would probably be one of the American government 1s representatives 
at the Refugee Conference in Bermuda, and therefore asked that his hands be strengthened 
for representations in behalf of the Jews of occupied Europe. 

The Chairman was empowered to appoint a committee to draft a statement for the memoera. 
(At this ritiDg I have not been informed of the personnel of this committee. B.B.) 
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ACTION ON mE RE~OUE OF JEWS IN NAZI OCCUPIED T:ERIITORIES 

ADOPTED BY THE JOillT COMMITTEE ON 'l'HE EUROPEAN EMERGENCY JEWISH SITUATION 

Consisting of: The American Jewish Committee, 
The .American Jewish Congress, 
The B1nai Brith, 
The Jewish Labor Cormnittee, 
Americo.n iinergenoy Committee for Zionist Affairs, 
The Synagogue Couneil of America, 
The United Palestine Appeal, 
The Union of Orthodox Rabbis. 
The ~erican Branch of .Aguda1h Israel. 

I. The United Nations should approach the GermM government, and the governments 
of the states it now partly dominates or controls, through neutral governments like 
Switzerland, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, or Argentine, with a view to seoo.ring their 
agreement t~ the release of their Jewish victims and to the emigration of au.eh Jews 
to such havens of refuge aR mey be provided. 

II. The United Nations should, therefore, withnut delay, take steps to designate 
and establish a number of Sanetua.ries in Al.lied and neutral oountries to accommo
date substantial numbers of Hitler's victims and to serve as havens of refuge for 
those Jews whose release from captivity may be arranged for, or who may find their 
way to freedom through eff~rts of their own, 

III. The pr~oedure that now prevails in the administration of the existing imni
gration law in the United States, which nets as a deterrent and retardation of 
legal inmigration under the established quotas, should be revised and adjusted to 
wa;r ~ondition~, in order that refugees from Nazi-oecupied territories, within suoh 
qu~tas, may find Sanctuary here. 

IV. Subject to provisions for its national security, England 8hould be asked to 
provide for receiving a reasonable number of victims escaping from Nazi-occupied 
territories and to provide for their acconmodation for the duration. 

V. The possibilities in several :British territories, both in Afrioa and in the 
Caribbean, should be explored without delay. Sanctuary has already been aff~rded 
to thouaa.nds of refugees in these territorieB and there is room for many more, if 
not for permanent settlement, at least for the duration. 

VI. The United Natiom should urge the Republics of Latin J\nlerioa to modify such 
administrntive regulations as now make immigrntion under the law extremely diffi
cult, and to endeavor to find temporary havens of refuge for a substontial number 
of refugees. 

VII. Overriding pre-war politionl oonsiderntions. England should be persuaded to 
open the doors of Pnlestine for Jewish immigration and the offer of hospitality 
made by the Jewish Cormrnmity of Palestine should be accepted. 

VIII. The United Nations should provide financial guarnnteeB to all such neutral 
states as have given temporary refuge to Jews coming from Uazi-occupied territories 
and to provide for their feeling and maintenance and eventual evaouation. The 
neutral states should be guaranteed that the refu&ees will not become a publio 
oharge and that they will be transferred to permanent Sanctuaries as soon as 
possible. 
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IX. In view of the fact 'that mass starvation is the design of the Nazi regime, 
the United Nationn should take appropriate steps without delay to organize a 
8ystem for the feeding of the victims of Nazi oppression who are unable to leave 
the jurisdiction nnd control of the Axis•. 

X. The United Nations nre urged to establish an appropriate inter-governmental 
agency, to which full authority and power sho'Uld be given to implement the progrom 
of rescue here outlined. 

XI. In order to do aw8J1 with the laok of identity which many stateless refugees 
preseut, and t~ give th~ sponserahip and protection, an arrangement similar to 
that which existed under the League of Nations should be estnblished and the state
less refugees should be given ide,1tification credentials analogous to the 1'Nn.nzen° 
passports. 

XII. It is submitted that the United Nations undertake to provide the financial 
guarantees that may be required for the execution of the progrant,£ rescue here 
outlined. 

XIII. Finally,. it is urged that steps be no longer delayed to implement the de
clared intention of the United Nations to bring the oriminnls to justice, kl. appoint 
a Cemmis•ion to assemble the evidenee upon which the trials shall be based, nnd 
establish the procedure of su.oh a tribunal.· 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The New Yorker Hotel 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

April 1, 1943 

I think you will be interested in seeing the attached minute 
covering the highlights of the meeting of the Joint Committee on 
European Affairs at the Harmonie Club on Monday- afternoon, 
March 29th. 

At this meeting I was the only representative of the United 
Palestine Appeal, although I was advised that Jud€e Rothenberg, 
who had been naJD.ed by you as a representative of the UPA to this 
Committee, had been advised of the meeting. 

With kind regards, I am 

BB:FE 
Enc. 

Ver~rdiall7 yours, 

-~. 
Baruch Braunstein 

P.S. 1. We had a very encouraging telegram from Mr. Philip 
Slomovitz of Detroit who already has spoken to Senator 
Vandenberg over the telephone on the latter's participation 
in our Conference. A copy of Mr. Slomovitz 1s wire is attached. 

2. Mr. Hoover's secretary telephoned me this morning to say 
that he will not be able to speak at the Conference. 

• 



COPY OF TELEGRAM 

DETROIT, MICH. 

DR. BARUCH BRAUNSTEIN 
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL · 

41 EAST 42 
ME YORK 

APRIL 1, 1943 

REACHED VANDENBERG THIS 10:BNING AND INDUCED HIM TO WITHHOLD 

DECISION UNTIL MONDAY OR TUESDAY DEPEND! G UPON WHETHER HE 

WILL HAVE TO GO TO TAMPA FLORIDA TO SEE HIS SON BEFORE HE 

LFAVES FOR OVER SEAS DUTIES STOP IT IS IMPERATIVE YOU WAIT 

UNTIL TUESDAY AS THE FIRST IMPRESSION SEm S TO BE THAT IJ' 

HE REMAINS IN WASHINGTON THE SENATOR WILL ACCEET OUR 

I ITATION LETTER FOLLOWS PLEA.SE SElID FURTHER I STRUCTIONS 

PHILIP SLOMOVITZ 



HERMAN SHULMAN 
39 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 

R bbi Abb Hille Silver 
United Palestine Appel 
41 ~s 42nd Street 
Ne~ York• New York 

DeAr Rebbi Silver: 

April 5, 1943 

CONFIDE"' IAL 

~s ·ou lmo a conference is cheduled in Berm ·d duri g 
the mon h of April betw n representt. ves of t he 1nit d 
Stetes and rree. Eritain to di cus the re uge situe.
tion. It is the intention of the o m rgency Commit
tee to subm: t to this conference e. c mpr hons ve memor n
du on the activitjes to be und rtP. o rescue the Jews 
of Europe. 

I send you herewit1 enclosed copy of the memor ndu sub-
mitted o the ono ble zyron Taylor e.n hrough_ thS:,m i;;o '· •. >: 
the State Dep rtn n • Will you be oo enough o ·ree. • 
it car fully ex d to drp, up e. memo ndt;m of 11 supple-
ment ry items which you think should be i cued in 
new m mor dum. In vie of the f~c tin - is of th 

so nee i is impo•t nt thAt this shou d be one inme i
,?t ly. Will you send e cop of your pplem nt r • memo
r ndum to (iisa LiJJi , hultz, Adm~ni tr ive ecre ry, 
c/o .AmPric n eti h Congr s, 330 W st 42nd Street, ew 
York City. 

, 

Sincerely yours I I I 
ci2--~,V~~- -

Hermn Shu , Chairmen 
Steer ~ommit • of 

.> 

Joint m rg ncy Commi. t e 
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