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Translation from Arabie 
January 31, 1943 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

Conversation Between Nuri Al Said and Influential Members of the .Jewish 
Community of Baghdad 

Report from Ba&:~ 

About a month ago the head or the Iraq Government, Nuri Al Said, an­
nouced in his letter to the President of the Jewish community of Baghdad and to 
Mr. Ezra Menaohem Daniel that he wished to meet with them and discuss the 
various important questions concerning the Jewish community of Baghdad. He asked 
that they appoint a committee of not less than five and not more than seven for 
this purpose. The responsible members of the community tried to ascertain the 
purpose of this invitation and what would be demanded of them. bome were under 
the impression that the head of the government would ask them to sign a decla­
ration to the effect that they were not supporting the Zionist movement and bad 
no connection whatsoever with it; others thought that they would be asked to 
sign a declaration that they were satisfied with the present regime and the re­
lation of the Iraq government to the Jews. 

A week ago those responsible communicated over the telephone with the 
head of the government that they were prepared to meet with him at any time 
suggested. He replied t~t -he was busy these days and the matter not being 
ur~ent, he would suggest postponing it for some other occasion. The Jewish re­
presentatives drew the conclusion that the head or t he government had decided to 
postpone the matter altogether. But later he again eommunicated with the re­
presentatives expressing the wish to meet with ther,1 on January 27th at 5:00 P.M. 
at the home of Mr. Ezra Menachem Daniel, and indeed the meeting took place at 
the specified time. The appointed representatives of the Jewish community at 
the historic meeting were Mr. Ezra Menachem Daniel. one of the wealthiest people 
in Iraq and a Kehilla representative to the Senate; Rev. Sasoon Kaduri, •. 
president of the Kehilla; Eliahu '-haim Tufick, one ot the famous Jewish financiers 
in Baghdad; Churgi ~halom Lavy, assistant manager of the Ottoman Bank in Baghdad 
and a member of the Community Council; Kaduri Shocher, one of the most influential 
merchants in Iraq, a member of the Community 0ouncil and formerly a member ot the 
House of' Representatives in Iraq; Chargi Abraham Chaim Ukiarav, an influential 
merchant in Iraq {with no political status). 

The representatives of the Jewish community decided to take a negative 
stand on tho demands of the head of the Iraq government, should ho make domands 
on them which they might later find it difficult to fulfil, or ask them to take 
up an anti-Zionist attitude. 

This attitude on the part of the r as onaibla Jewish lcadors in Baghdad 
was strengthenod as a r~sult of th0 riots in Baghdad in June lij41. The oth~r 
leadors of the community in Baghdad m(~t with tho above-mentionod repros11ntativ s -­
mambars of the Community 0ouncil and its president -- and made thom sw•.)ar by 
ovorything holy that thay would not und~rtake any stop or docision which would 
lessen their rosp~ct in the oyes of Jewry, tho Zionist movement in gonoral, and 
tha Jowish community or Iraq in ~articular. 



~eport from Baghdad 

Tho hoad ot tho govJrnmont. who was the solo Gov0mmont roprosontative 
at this m0oting, oponod his addross by spoaking of tho Zionist movomant. Ho 
said that h~ had known ot tho Zionist movomont for many years. In 1909, ho said, 
ho had mot in Istambul with a .... ionist from Russia who carr)) th 1ro to d issominato 
Zionist propaganda and from him ho l~arn3d th~ history of Zionism from its vory 
inception, including its aims. In addition, ho had mot with Dr. Woizrno.nn 
sev0ral times and know him wall. Tho last tim0 ho mot Dr. Weizmann was in 1935 
in London whcro thoy discussed Arab-Jewish relations in tho hopo of r0achi~g a 
satisfactory solution for both pooplos. 

Th0 head of tho govornmont continued that during li37-3e whon ho 
visitod Palestine, ho root with th0 President of thJ Hobrow University, Dr. Judah 

1' L. Magnos, and tho lattor proposed to him a plan of agroomont. The main feature 
of this plan was to establish a wholly Jewish area along the seashore between 
Haifa and Gaza, the remaining territory to belong tb the Arabs, while assuring 
to the Jews civic and religious rights in this area. This plan pleased him and 
he praniaed to propagandize it. 

The head of the government presented to the ~epresentatives a choice 
between the two plans embodied in the ••hite Pap;,r and Dr. Ma nes' ro osal. He, 
himself, preferred the plan of j,)r. Magnes but he- did no sh to influen e them 
by his opinion and gave them full privilege of deciding for themselves whichever 
plan suited them best. He continued that the Jewish community should not sit 
with its hands folded but that it should bestir itself in announcing its support 
of either of these proposals. He said that they should take a definite stand on 
Jewish-Arab questions in Pal~stine. He did, however, add that this matter de­
manded weighty consideration and consultation among the remaining leaders of the 
community. He did not want to press them for a r1ocis ion and, furthP-rtnore, would 
not oppose their remaining neutral altogether. thus the matter was concluded 
and he awaited further rord. 

~he first reply to his remarks was Mr. Ezra Menachem Daniel who said 
that he did not believe that they (the representatives) could now, after the riots 
of 1941, take up this matter. 

It seemed that the head of the governoBnt became inconsed with this 
reply. He, himself, was stirred by the riots in June but of course thero ware 
factors about which the governrrnnt of Iraq had no knowledge. Dr, Grub~r had con­
ducted an anti-S0mitic campaign, spending great sums of money, thus gaining the 
support of Arab hot-heads. H~ influenced thom groatly so that they woro willing 
to abide by his ov :Jry wish ill this was done in a sacrot manna r and tho various 
governmont officials know nothing about it. Thl se riots, of courso, had baon a 
vory sad Gxporionco but thoy should not provont tho Jews from planning and 
thinking about tho vital probl.3Dls affocting thorn directly, such as, tho Pal stine 
problem wich is today tho conoom of world Jewry. 

Mr. Kaduri Shochor stated that from 1930 up to tho pres0nt, noither tho 
Z19nist Executive Council nor the Iraqi Govumment had como to tho Jows with any 
proposal for intorvoning in regard to Palestine. Why, therefore, should tho hoed 
of the Iraq Goverrumnt coma to tho Jews of Baghdad and ask them to do so now, 
especially as they had not ant1o1patod that this suggestion would bo put to thom, 



Report :from Baghdar\ 

Churgi Levy added that sinoe the Palestine problem had become a con­
troversial subject between the Jews and the Arabs, the name "Palestine" had be­
come anathema to him. Every time he came across the name in an article, in fact, 
he stopped reading it. He could not understand why the head of the government in 
these trying times wanted to place this ••turban" (Palestine) upon the Jews of 
Iraq, inasmuch as they were so far removed from it. 

Kaduri Shocher added that he did not believe thnt the Jews nnd Ar~bs 
could solve the Pnlestine problem. It was the English Government that created 
this problem ~nd she alone ought to solve it. Here he pointod to tho House of 
Commons, saying: "Why don't they, the ingl. ish, find n sat isfoctory solution for 
both sides instead of bringing in tho Jews of Iraq who havo nevor intorvoned in 
this quest ion boforo?" 

Anoth0r Juwish rcprosantativo snid th~t the Jewish community of Iraq 
was not so influontinl thnt it hnd to ovolvo o finnl solution of this problom 
inasmuch as thoy hud not pnrticipatod in it since tho last wnr und no ono among 
thom understood this problom fully. 

Tho hood of tho govor:nt?l3nt replied thJt he disngrood with him. He 
thought that tho Jews of Irnq with n populntion of ovnr 90,000 pooplo, among 
whom th~ro wore woal thy m•1rchon ts ~nd cupi tol ists, comprised n strong and power­
ful body 1nd th~y could incluonco tha fin~l policy of Pnlestine, should thoy do­
cido to intorv0na in this problem and support oithr;r ono of tho proposnls. Ho 
loarn0d from tho Iraq ombnssy and the Acwricnn nowsp~pors th~t tho J 0ws wore 
~ppenling to various world institutions in ordor to aocuro P~lostino ~s n Netionnl 
Homo for Jewry, nnd they w0re utilizing 1111 rw:1 ilnbl3 monns town rd this ond. It 
w~s th~roforo unbelievnble thnt tho Irnq Jows should st~nd nside nnd should not 
wish to voice thair opinion in this m~ttor, being locntod so closo to Pnlastino. 
Ho kn-Jw, ho oddod, thqt tho Ir·1 q Jows woro very much '1ttnched rind devoted to tho ir 
country '.lnd hJ did not boliovo thnt should p.~lost ino becomo n n!"\ t ionnl homu for 
J0ws, Mr. Ezro Mon~chom Dnniol would soll his proporty, businosa, otc., pnck up 
his things :.1nd go to Pnlostino. Thora wuro in Irnq thousnnds of Jows liko Hr. 
Ez:rn .L~unnchem Dnniul who would not wish to L::,nvo his country but would profur to 
remain in Irnq to livo with his Arnb brothers. 

Throu ,r~hout tho whole convorsntion, tho hot1d of tho govornmont reitorr.tod 
'f. thnt tho Mngn~ pl'1n wns tho only on,J which would moot tho nodds of both aidos. 

At tho samo timo tfio J3wish r opros0nt11tivos wondorod how could h.J think it possible 
for th13m to biJliovo thnt tho promiso of oquru. rights to Je'as in tho Arab 11ron 
{ 1.ccording to th:J Mr.gnos plnn) would be fulfillod whil0 th-J ir own rights in Iroq 
w0ro disrog~rdod, nlthougi ncoording to the l~w thoy should bd enjoying oqunl 
rights in their own country. This was thdir innar boliof but they did not givo 
oxprosaion to their foolings. 

Boforo the m·3Oting ndjournod, tho ho .d of tho govornment oxprossed the 
wish thAt tho ropresontatives discuss this matter fully nnd any decision with 
regard to the support of oithor of tho plnns or of rdmaining neutrnl bo submittod 
to him through Mr. Ezrn Mon~chem Dnniol only. Ho ropeated thnt they WJro 
definitely froe to mnko their own doc1s1on. 

- .. ,.., . 
. ( . 



Repor~ fro~ Bngbdad 

It is to bo stnt od th~t th~ presidont of tho Kehill~ did not e r.y one 
word during tha ,)ntiro conv0rs~tion. Tho r onson Wt'.. S th --lt h0 wns roquostod by 
tho oth,:.l r r .3pros0n t.--.t ivos to romnin oilont, firstly• boc-- uso th 0y d id not hr.vo 
confidonco in his nttitudo townrd - th 0 J ows nnd, s e condly, b .J c11uso v1 h·1. t 0v ..., r h '1 
might s ny ~ ould b J tho r 0sponsibility of thu whol0 Kohilln . 

Tho mooting l :1stod r1pproximr. t oly thr(~o hours, during which t ima the 
hc nd of tho govornment spoko for t 1,10 hours; it ndjournod with both sidos on 
good t e rms. 

It is nlso to bu st nt od th·:t t ho J ew ish r opros 0nt n. t ivos h '"'. d not boon 
fo~ 3rn0d of tho topic of convorsQtion ~nd were unpre pnrod for th~ d i scussion. 
Consoquontly, thcro wns no unity in ·.·,hat tho/rcpros anto. tiv0s s nid, nnd onch 
spokJ a s he snw fit. Jew is 1 

Somo of th orn wor o opposed to post,oning thoir de cision ri nd thought 
thnt thoy should h!lv o giv en nn o.nswo r imondint ol y , nnmr,ly, to remnin neutrr'. l, 
sinco this would b ,J tho most su i t '1blo roply on the pnrt of tho .Jews of Irnq. 

Subse qu ontly, the Jo Jish ropr0s ontntivos docidod to bring this mntt or 
up for discussion before ~ council of t we nty 1nfluontil '1 poopl 3 of tho Jo~ish 
community of Baghdad. It is tho impression that tho --1nswo r will b e /) nog '1 tive 
on.J nnd th '1t the J ews of 1rnq would prefe r t o r vm .lin noutrnl with r o foronco to 
tho Pa l est ino probl em nnd th cl t\lturo of 'tho country which will b0 t nk'3n up ri t 
tho pe a ce conforonco. Appor ontly, t h,::, ''.nswo r will bo g iv .:m ornlly to tho ho d 
of tho govornroont through Mr. Ezrti Mun '1 ch om Duni 0l, '1 8 origin~lly dooidod '1 t 

thu abova mentioned mooting . 

• .,ho '1 bovo wr. s r eportod by n lodnl p , r son who \ins pr .J s0nt !'i t tho con­
versnt ion with tho huri.d of thd gova rnmont nnd who ,-.1s0 ntt l3nded .n. r.1O 0ting of 
th~ council of th o Juw ish community of Br>ighd~d. This p..:rson is known ns ono 
who is neutr~l to '111 J ewish ~nd Zionist problems. 



24th February, 1943. 

Dear Dr. Joseph, 

We have now bad a reply from the Minister of S'8te•s 
office on the subject of our enquiry in regard to anti-Jewiah 
laws in Tripolitania. They inform u.s that the poailion is that 
unfortunately 1 t is not possible for these lawa as aru.ch to be 
repealed, owing to the proviaione of international law regard­
ing oocupied enenw territory. As you mq lmow, the occup1'ill& 
power is broadly speaking obliged to retain the laws and in­
stitutions of occupied territory in force except in ao far as 
it is necessary to modify them in the interests of milit8l'7 
neceasity or public order. 

The Ohie:t Political Officer has, however, given in­
structions that no prosecutions are to be made in Tripolitania 
under the Italian anti-Jewish laws. The practical position is• 
therefore, that the laws are in abeyance. Similar aot1on was 
taken in Eritrea after its occupation in 1941 and the results 
appear to have been satiafaoto:cy to all concerned. 

We understand that you have also raised in correspondence 
with Sir .Arthur Bucker the question whether facilities might be 
granted for a Jewish representative to visit Tripolitanio in order 
to investigate the position of the Jews there. ie have been asko4 
to inform you that the matter is being eXllmined and that a further 
reply will be sent to you. 

Dr. Bernard Jo aeph, 
J ew1. ah Agenoy, 
JerustJ.em. 

Yours sincerely, 

( SGD) JOHN GU'l'OH 



COPY 

Kibutz A.f'fikim, 
Jordan Valley, 

To the Members of Aftikim, 

May 3, 1943. 

I wiEh to extend to the members of your group the sincere ap­
preciation of the American Red Cross Club and the members of the u. s. Army, 
who have been privileged to enjoy your hospitality. 

It means so much to our soldiers to have an opportunity to see the 
work that goes into tho making of a Now Palestine. They appreciato seeing 
your children and of learning moro of the communes and cooperative aottlementa. 

Wo do not want to imposo on your hospitality, but will appreciato 
the opportunity of bringing our soldiers to visit you again. 

Frank K. Tweedy 
Program Diroctor 
Amari cen Red Oro as 




