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/ -~-----~-------------------------- ---------~--------------- ---------
•......... It was, I said, on January 8th, 1940 - ate deus tter my re
turn to Arabia - that I communicated "the plan"to the King. There was 
nothing whatsoeTer to prevent him telling me then and there that it was 
an impossible and unacceptable proposition - in which case I should haYe 
informed Dr. eizmann accordingly and dropped the whole thing. But the 
King did not tell me that. He told me, on the contrary, that sODle such 

rrangementa might be possible in ap propriate future oiro~m.stances, that 
he would keep the matter in mind, that h would give me a definite ans er 
at the appropriate time, that meanwhile I should not breathe■ word about 
the matter to anyone - least or all to any Arab- and tin lly, that it the 
proposals bee me the subject of public discussion 1th any u geetion of 
his approving them, he would have no hesitation hatsoever in denouncing 
me as having no authority to commit him in the matter. I was perfectly 
prepared to accept that position, and the King knew tkat I would 
oo~unicate hin answer to Dr. eizmann. He did not torbid me to do sol 

So tar trom being a Rersona no gr ta to the King o ing to TAY 
connection with this business, I remained in Arabia until July 21st ot 
that year (1940) - six and a halt months after the tatal communication, 
and practically all the time a the King's guest at Riyadh or in his 
desert camp. Indeed, on Jun 1st Hisllajeaty made me a gitt or a newly
built house on the assumption and in t~e ope that I should live 
permanently in Arabia. Time dragged n 1th never a sign trom the King, 
and on a certain occasion hen Yusuf Yarn Dd I were alone together in 
the desert I Tentured to broach the subjeot to him. As I expeoted he 
was host.ile, but, so tar as I kn.o , he k pt my o ontidenoe and I hear4 no 
more ot the incident. Still later, under similar conditions of oontideno• 
I told Baeh1r Sa'd.awi the general outline or the plan, and tound him 
unexpectedly taTourable; but within the hour he had told the King of our 
oonTersation, and, when I lked into the audience-chamber that afternoon, 
the King summoned me to his aide. Didn't I tell you, he said, not to talk 
to anyone about that matter? I made some Yery lame excuse, saying that I 
thought he must have forgotten all about it, and that there was no harm 
in talking about it as an aoedemic propo 1t1on. ell, remember, he said; 
don't do it againl Meanwhile, the 1'Uropean situat i on was haying a gloomy 
efteot on Arabia, end I imagined that appropriate oonditions for the dis
cussion ot Palestine atfairs would be long in establishing themaelve • 
In May I decided to press the King tor an answer, but,~ as I antioipate4 
he put me ott again - though ithout one single ord ot reproe.oh. 

It was entirely on 1111' own initiative that I decided about the 
middle or June ta lae.Te Arabia tor America. commun1o tiona 1th rq . 
family in 5ngland had been out o t by the oloalng ot the Mediterranean, ,,
but,when I gave this a my reason tor going to America, the King telegraph 



*o the Arabian Minister in London to telegraph a weekly bulletin regarding 
my tamily. NeTertheless, I insisted on going despite the ertorts ot the 
Ktng and the .Amir S&'ud to dissuade me on the ground that I might get in
to trouble o ing to my habit ot tree speeoh. I answered that JSngland 
was a democratic country oheriahing the right ot tree speech at all times. 
In the end, unable to dissuade me, the King insisted on my recording in • 
my diary that he him.salt had warned me not to leave Arabia lest I might 
get into trouble. On the Tery day ot my departure the Crown Prince, who 
had ocme to the door to see me off, beg ed me to change my mind even at 
the last aoment, and begged me to record in my diary that he too had tried 
to prevent me leaving Arabia. 

I explained all this in detail to Colonel Hoskins in order to 
disabuse him ot the impression that I was at any time, atter making •the 
plan" know to Ibn Sa'ud, a persona ffl 8tata at his Court. s regards 
the tuture, I put it to Colonel Hosns hat the SU gestion ot llJ' re
turn to Arabia being unwelooae to the King was obviously susceptible ot 
a Tery simple test. The Tery same suggestion had been offici ally made 
onoe betore (in February 1941) and I had applied the test with the 
result that I had been categorically a sured by the Arabian Minister in 
London not only that I would be welcome baok in Arabia, but that he was 
ready at any time to ive me the necessary vi■a tor the purpose ot re
turning thither. In vie, however, ot the withdrawal ot Colonel Hoskin'e 
original statement that the King wold not permit my return, I did not 
think it necessary to take any specific action in the matter. I was, 
indeed, as I explained to Colonel Hoskins, oo pletely satisfied with hia 
xplanation ot the whole matter, and h r adily accepted m.y sugge tion 

that~ as his remarks about the King's att1t1t ed to me had naturally 
shocked vr. eizmann, he should seek an opportWlity or ■xl>t•• explain1Il8 
the real position to them as he had don to • 1th that, I brought 
the oon~ersation back to~he plan•. n hi own showing, I said, he had 
know■ nothing ot "the plant/ until it bad been mentioned to him by the 
~ing. It~ llowed that he had not gone to the King 1th anything in the 
nature of a tir ofter on the lines or •the plan• on behalf of the United 
States Govern nt. A further statement, made by Colonel Hoskins to 
JJr. e1zmann (but not repeated to me) was that Colonel Hoskins ■tarted 
by asking the Xing hether ha would see .ur. e1z nn; that the King 
replied that he would coo.sider the matter, but san days elapaed without 
his returning to the ubject. Concluding trom this tkat the anaw r was 
negative, Colonel Hoskins asked him whether he would meet one ot 
ur. eizmann's colleagues? It was than that the Xing i reported to haTe 
broken out against .ur. eizmann and the ~heme. Colonel Ho kins wa now 
a are, I ent on, from what I had sa id, th t the King had sworn ae to 
complete ecrecy nd bad w rned me that he would, it nece sary, denounoe 
me. Th t s actly what had happened, and the deduction I drew rroa 
the whole story was aa tollowa: 

he King , on he ring tha t hews to be visited otfioially by 
a cont14ent1al emissary ot the merican GOTer ent naturally sumed 
that the emi sary a coming to comm.unioate to him a tirm otter on the 
lines ot"the plan". The emissary came with no such ofter, but merely 
with the uggeation that Ibn Sa'ud ahould meet Dr. eiamann or ■ ome 
other 3e 1 h leader, presumably tor the purpose ot :turther bargaining 
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ov r Palestine. The King, tully aoouetomed to the tort•oua way of 
diplomacy, had deliberately retrained both from giving a definite onsw r 
and trom expressing his opinion of Dr. eizmann. He may well have thought 
that a fe days or silent incubation would produce the firm ofter which 
he llad a right to expect it •the plan" reflected the tt de ire of the 
Bri tiah and merioan GOYernm.enta. But Colonel Hoskins bad no firm offer 
to 11&ke him; and when some days later he merely asked tor the King's 
reply to his original ,su gestion about seeing Dr. eizmann, Hie Majesty, 
realiain that "the plan" had obviously not won aooeptance on the i;:art 
ot the two Governments concerned, all ed himself, a he oooaaion lly 
does in moments ofd1aappo1ntaent, the luxury of a tit of ill-temper at the 
expense ot Dr. eizmann, the ~ews in general, and myself. It was exactly 
what I would have expeoted in the circumstanoes. King Ibn •'ud is 
getting very eary ot the was of astern diplomaoy, and he perh ps 
rightly suspeots that the strategio, economio and politioal interests ot 
oertain Great Po ere debar t em from making --,~really acceptable at fer 
to the Araba. 

Neverthele s, as I made olear to Colonel Hoskins after our very 
tull talk over the whole business, his account ot his conversati ons with 
King Ibn Sa'ud had not in the least shaken my conviction - a conviction on 
which I was prepared to stake my whole reputation, wh&oh was all I had to 
stake since I had already sacrificed my oar er by my fight for Arab 
independence - that, had he one out to Arabia with President RocseTelt's 
tirm ofter, made on behalf ot the m.erican and British Gaernments, on 
the line of •the ,1an• that ofter ould have b en accepted. I could 
o ly draw the rather disappointing conclusion that the British and 
America Ooverrments are not prepared tom et e relatively light 
sacrifices involTed in "the plan" event a the Jews from persecution, 
torture nd death. It, ho ever, I am m wrong on this point the 
opportunity pre ent itself tor puttin the atter to the test. It the 
two Governments are really de irou ot an arrangement on the ~ines ot 
"the plan" ... are prepared to make to Ibn Sa'ud a tirm otter in that 

ns, I m convinced that the King 111 accept it - but it must be a 
firm offer on the lines ot "the plan", to be accepted or reJeoted as it 
atands without modification or bargaining. I have only my own oonviotion 
to pit against the views of Colonel Hoskins, but no harm can come ot 
putting the matter to the test. ~ither "the plan" 1 acoepted, or the 
atatua quo re ins intact 1thout prejudice to anybody. 'or rq part, 
I guerentee (tor what my guarantee ia worth) that the sugge ted tirm 
ofter will be accepted if made by any reaaonabl7 intelligent peraon of 
indisputable goodwill on behalf of the to GOTernmenta cone rned. 

a.st. J.PBILBY. 
17.11.,3 




