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SECRET 

SHORT NOTE OF CORVERSilIOlf TH nELD-MARSHAL SMUTS, HYDE ARI HOTEL, ~o•, s.w.1. 
TtllJRSDA.Y, OCTOBER 14th, 194S, at 10 a.a. 

I aet General Sauta at the lf¥de Park Hotel at ten o'clock thia aorning, 
and though we had not seen each other tor eleTen years, we met as old friend•• I 
had, howeyer, a considerable amount of leeway to make up in order to put before him 
a pioture of the situation a• I 1ee it at present, and this took about half an hour. 

I described our diffioultie• and fruatrationas the te Paper, and what 
it mean• for ua, the Jewish Army, etc., and incidentally told him that because ot 
the White Paper probably about 150,000 to 200,000 more Jen h d died in torment be
oauae we could not get them out. I added that in a tewaonth1 now, there would be 
a notice onr the gates of Paleatines "Io Jew need applya• I described the gun
running trial1, and told him that . gliahmen and American• ere apt to return tram 
Pale tine with poiaoned mind■, to spread anti-Jewish, anti-Zionist, anti-Semitio, 
propaganda, auggesting that the Jews were aubTer•iTe, and att cki• the United 
Iationa 1n the midst of the war. They were trying to drive ua into reTOlt, and 
at the aame time they aocuaed ua of being aubftraive. It •eemed that they were 
following the pattern so aucoesatully nolved by Hitlers fir•t detame - then you 
can do what you please with them. 

The General listened with close attention, and at the end said that I had 
painted a dark picture. He thought I had changed a great deal in they ars •inoe we 
had aet. I aaid it w small wonder if I had. But my at ·itude qd taken a course 
preci1ely opposite to hie owns he had atarted by fighting the British, andnaw 
eTerything w ab· ing done to driTe the Jews into op1oaition to them. I think thia 
made an impression on him. 

I eaid that, •o far aa the Jews we concerned, Hitler had won the 1r11.r, 
because he had aucceeded in po1aoning men•• mind• everywhere. He replied eaphaticall,7 
that Hitler waa not going to win. 

He aked me whether I thought the Jews 1till followed aeT I •aid I be
lieved that English. anerican and South African Jews •till did. So far a1 Palestine 
waa concerned, it waa some years aince I had been there and th• might regard me aa 
oClling •pty-handed. But I thought they would atill follow me. 

I told him the atory about Ibn Sa'ud and Philby and the Prim inister•• 
talk w1 th ae about hie plan. But ore than two year• had paaeed eince then, and 
nothing happened. I was a.fraid that suoh an atmosphere waa being created aa 
TeDtually to ll&ke it impossible for the Prime iniater - with the beet will 1 n the 

world - to do ~ingJ hi ,'and a would be tied - the Jdministration in Cairo an4 
Jeruall• would aee to that. I aaid it was therefore asential to do •om thing 
now, and the first thing I would auggest waa that General Smuta and iey-eelt ahould 
eet the rime 1n1ater and diacu•• the matter. He thought this an xcellent •ug

geation, and eaid he would try to arrange it. 

That more or less te,,.1n1tecl the interriew. I a aendin him a written 
note of the faota m ntionedin my atat-ent. He will, as he •aid, "oh• 1 t or er•, 
and we •hall ae t again. He will then try to arrange tht interriew with the P. • 
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In conclusion, I aa1da the picture is glo0113, but there are atill 
three men in the world who oould solve our problems the Prime inister, r. 
Rooaevelt and yourself. I then gave him. a ahort acoount of my talk with 
Fooaevelte 

The talk, which we.a throughout moat friendly, lasted about three
quartera of an hour. 
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2Sr4 BOT811lber, 1948 

IIITERVIEW WITH GEllERAL SMUT81 

Dr. e, anann aaid he had aeen General Smut• at 11 o•olock that morning, e.nd had 
had a ney cordial talk with him. General Smut a had gi nn him aa much time a• he 
wanted. The General thought that things were going well for them. A deciaion 
might be taken by r. Stalin, the Frime Mini•ter and the President at their present 
confer nee, and General Sllluta aight join them at the end of the week - or the 
beg'-nn:lng of next week. He aue;geated that Dr. eigmann and Sir Wyndham Deedea 
should lunch with hiJa before h lett. The General said that the Prime ini ster• a 
llind waa revolving round partition. which would give a good run to the Jews. He 
told Dr. Weiamann that he ahould not aak too~ questiona, ao that he should 
not be ocamitte4. They wanted to retain Dr. l'fei•enn•s leadership. General 
Smuta aai4 that the talk which Dr. Wei aann had had with the Prime iniater meant 
more than they believed. Dr. Weimann should not pay too uoh attention to what 
oth r people were aayinga it would be the Prime Miniater, the President, and 
perhaps he h1Jiaelf who would settle the matter. The General aaid they had 
friends in Jlr. JJnery and Sir Archibald Sinclair. In the meantiae, Pale■tine 
muat be kept quiet. He would aee Mr. Caeey on the way baok. He mentioned that 
llr. C sey had apoken to h1a a bout the Hagan.ah. General,&nuta did not believe 
there had been organised "proYOoation", but there probably was a good deal ot 
"Panio• (he uaed the words "terror judaioa") which led to proTocatiTe acta. 
Dr. Wei1JN1.un aaid that auch aota had to be atopp•d• and General S.uta said he 
would talk about it that~. General Smuta eaid the GoTernment had gr at con
fidence inDr. eiamann. and Dr. eicmann repl1 d that they had a funny we,y of 
showing it, because he wa not nen allowed to c_. .. ""nioate with hi• people in 
Pal stine and in America. General &iuta • id he wa.a sul"irised to hear thia 
and would talce it up. The General told him. about r.BeJJG-urion. and the cable 
aent to Palestine aJld America. General Smuta aaid hat if neoessaey. thy 
would ar ange for llra.Y:"ei•ann to travel with him. 

Dr. e:\ smann said that at on time they had heard that Sir Douglas Barrie was 
here and wa.1 advising on acne kind of partition aoheme. GeneralSmuta brushed 
thia a■ide and ■aids "We will decide." -
SUmming up, Dr. •~smann aaid they had discussed three point•• 

the atoppage or the arms aearohe1J 
ocamunioationa with Palestine and AmerioaJ 
provision of tranaport facilities for Kr•• 
if Dr. eirmenn had to go to lestine. 
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EXTRACTS M'INUTE OF TllE 2i at DFC BER, 1943 

TAU la TH M , JIIEBYI 

Dr. WeiEann aaid he had shown r. Jin ry th t legram he had 
r ceived frca General ~utsJ r • .taery :had an•ered that hf could not t 11 hia 
~bing about it. Dr. ei•ann r eplied that he quit e umeretood that, but it 
•e•ed to him th,-,t things were going t(II' a· 4a partition. r. ry replied 
that th re would. only be a definite deoision when the Prime iniater WA.S back 
in London. Aft r ome tiJlle, Mr. Amery aid ther wa.1 one thing he could en
tion, and that a the Palestine Currency Board had acoumulated +wed some 
1160,000,000, so that there would be aome money to givo both to Arabs and Jews. 
At one stage, Jlr. Jmerty saids Let them i r1 pose 1 t on you/ othenria th Arab■ 
will retua • 




