*x

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
R

Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989.
Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated.
Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949.

Reel Box Folder
101 35 104

State Department, 1943.

Western Reserve Historical Society American Jewish Archives
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000

wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org



Report of Conversation with Mr.Adolph Berle, Assistant
Secretary of State, Department of State,
Wasbington, D. C. September 16, 1943

Presents Mr, Berle, Dr, Nahum Goldmann

Mr. Berle started by saying that he had read Dr. Goldmann's address to the
American Jewish Conference twice, and that it presemnted the Zionist case in a most

convincing way. However, he said, that Dr. Goldmamn would appreciate the difference
between a good case from a platform and the problem of those who had to implement it.

Dr. Goldmann replied that he fully understood this difference and had spent
the past ten years of his life trying to reduce the difference between Zionist plans
and the facts which were created by the British Government.

Mr, Berle asked for details on the composition and character of the American
Jewish Conference,

Dr. Goldmann stressed the point about Zionists who want a Jewish Commonweal th
being considered extremists, unless the totality of American Jewry can be regarded
as extremists, and underlined the fact that in a democratic country like America the
fact that millions of its citizens are behind a program must be a factor which carries
great "mto

My, Berle said that he and his colleagnes in the State Department dealing with
such matters are in a difficult position. Jewish public opinion is so touchy and
sensitive that whenever anyone in the State Department expresses a varying point of
view, or points out some of the difficulties, Jewish public opinion is aroused and the
person involved is immediately attacked as an anti-Semite. No one wants to be put in
such a position, and the point will be reached where no one will dare to touch such
problems, fearing such attacks.

Dr, Goldmann said that whenever such a point would be reached, he would be ready
to recommend a few courageous Jews ready to step in and deal with the problems,

To this Mr. Berle replied; "That is not exactly the idea." He made the point
again, to which Dr.Goldmann replied: The complaint, if it was one, was not justified.
In all the criticisms levelled against the State Department, its attitude on Palestine
played a very minor role, It was criticized for what liberals considered a reactione
ary policy in North Africa, the abrogation of the Cremieux laws, etc., but the quest
ion of Palestine was a very minor part of these criticisms,

Mr.Berle sald he did not refer specifically to the Palestine issue, but to the
attitude of Jewish public opinion generally concerning Jewish problems, He pleaded
for a more objective attitude on the parf of Jews, who must realize the difficulties
of the personnel in the State Department in trying to shape their policies,

Dr. Goldmann then asked whether he might be informed of the result of the
mission of Col, Hoskins., The press had reported his return and his report had surely
been handed in. Dr. Goldmann also said that Mr. Welles had promised to let the
Zionists know the reply of Ibn Samd; Dr, Weizmann had discussed this in his talk with
the President and the representatives of the Jewish Agency should certainly be kept
informed,
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Mr, Berle said that, naturally, the Agency representatives would have to be
informed, but as this was a matter of great importance and delicacy, he felt that
the Secretary of State should discuss it with Dr. Goldmann, He urged Dr, Goldmann
to try to get in touch with Mr. Hull immediately. He asked him not to go with a
delegation, The matter had been discussed with Dr, Weizmann and Dr. Goldmann as
representatives of the Jewlish Agency and the State Department would like to conti-
me on this basis., He advised Dr. Goldmann to get in touch with Mr. Gray, one of
the secretaries of Secretary Hull and find out whether the Secretary would see him,
or anthorize one of the officials of the State Department to discuss the matter
with Dr. Goldmann, He, himself, did not feel free to discuss it unless anthorized
to do so,.

Speaking of Ibn Sand, Mr. Berle sald that when Rommel was in El-Alamein,
and there was the danger that the Germans would break through the Suez Canal to
Palestine, the State Department was very mch concerned and considered ways of
evacuating Jews., At that time the State Department got in touch with Ibn Sand and
asked whether he would receive as many Jews from Palestine as could be evacuated,
into Sandi Arabia, Saudl Arabia appeared to be the safest place, because the
Germans might have broken through to Iraq at the Camcasus, Ibn Saud declared his
willingness to receive as many as could be evacunated on condition that the Allies
supply the necessary food for them, He based his willingness to receive them on
the ground that it was his duty as a Moslem to save people who believe in one God,
and said they would be treated as pilgrims who had come to a holy country.

Dr. Goldmann told Mr. Berle that he intended to go to Palestine; that the
Executive had been urging him to come for months and that it was important for the
Zionist work here to have a direct report on the situnation in Palestine,

Mr, Berle said he thought Dr. Goldmann's trip would be most useful and the
State Department would be interested in having a report from him on the situation
which they regard as tense, and which is a cause of concern. He said that they
would welcome having Dr. Goldmann's opinion after having been there and that he
would facilitate his flying to Palestine., He said that it would take some time to
arrange if Dr., Goldmann wanted to go directly from hereto North Africa, because
there is a long list of staff officers and supplies awaiting transportations
however, he asked whether Dr, Goldmann could not arrange that Dr, Weizmann secure
priorities from London, as he could easily arrange the trip from here to London.

Dr.Goldmann said he would cable to Dr.Weizmann and find out what the likeli.
hood was of securing a priority for Palestine from London., Mr.Berle promised he
would do his best to be helpful,

After the conversation, Dr. Goldmamnn got in touch with Mr, Grey who conld
not speak with Mr. Hull because he was at the White House, The next morning
Mr.Grey informed Dr.Goldmann that Mr.Hull was not yet ready to discuss the Hoskins
report with him, as it was now being studied,
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Interview with Mr, Wallace Murray - State Department
Washington, D,C. - Sept, 23, 1943

Present: Mr. Muwray, Mr. Paul Alling, Dr, Nahum Goldmann

The discussion opened with the impending visit of the son of Ibn Saud; two of his
sons are coming.

Mr. Murray said that Congressman Bloom had informed him of his conversation with Dr,
Goldmann. Mr, Murray said he took it for granted that the Jews would not attack a
person who is coming here as a guest of the President.

- Dr. Goldmann said he agreed, biu& that the Jews naturally assumed that the State De-
partment would prevent these guests from using their visit as an opportunity for
making a statement such as had appeared in "Life",

Mr. Murray said he thought this recuest was justified and that the State Department
would have to see to it that nothing be done to provoke controversies.

Dr, Goldmann said that the official Zionist movement would make no attacks and

that he would do his best to influence the Jewish and Yiddish press to refrain from
them, He also warned Mr, Murray that the official Zionist movement could not be held
responsible for whatever the Jewish Army Committee might @0. He had asked Congressman
Bloom to see Senator Johnson and request him to try to control the activities of that
group.,

Mr, Murray asked various questions concerning the Army Committee. He said that every-

one thought the Zionists were behind them and they had never made it sufficiently
clear that they were not,

Dr., Goldmann said that statements had been issued in the Zionist and Jewish press,

but that Mr. Murray could not expect the official 8ionist movement to publish ads
in the Times, stating its disaffiliation,

Mr, Murray then asked a number of questions concerning the position of Ben Gurion,
the composition of the Executive and the Agency and wanted to know the reason for
the conflict between Ben Gurion and Dr, Weizmann.

Dr., Goldmann said that the conflict had now lost its character and if there was any
difference of opinion, it was because Ben Gurion was too pro-Ameri can.

Mr. Murray laughed and asked what that meant.

Dr, Goldmann said that at a certain moment, Ben Gurion, for understandable reasons,
had lost his hope in England and thought the solution would come through Amekican

intervention, whereas Dr, Weizmann and others felt that we had 'to rely on Great
Britain as much as on 4merica.

Mr. Murray said: "I assure you that is the only right policy." America cannot be
expected to embarrass Great Britain, but, if given a free hand by Congress, America
may assume joint responsibility with Great Britain in the Near East and other places.
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Dr. Goldmann explained that the conflict was a different opinion on tactics as very
often happens, and as he read, has often hanpened even in the State Department.
But, fundamentally both Mr, Ben Gurion and Pr, Weizmann are united on the Biltmore
program,

Dr. Goldmann then raised the question of Col, Hoskins' visit to Ibn Saud and the
prospect of conversations between the Zionists and Ibn Saund.

Mr. Murray said that Col, Hoskins had just returned, but that he has to make his
first report to the President, as he was sent as an emiasary. This report is to be
made some time next week. After Col, Hoskins has reported to the President, the
State Department will study the report and get in touch with the Zionists to con-
sider the situation.

Dr. Goldmann told Mr. Murray that he intended to go to Palestine and would like the
Near Zast Division to recommend that the necessarikxy facilities be granted.

Mr, Murray said he would be glad to be of help.

Again and again during the conversation, #r, Murray stressed the point that Zionists
should not adopt tactics and methods of publicity which would antagonize people who
want to be friendly. In this connection, he mentioned Emanuel Celler and others.

He expressed his appreciation of Dr, Yoldmann's attitude concerning the visit of

Ibn Sauds' sons and his cooperation in controlling Jewish public opinion and the
Jewish nress. :

Mr, Murray said he honed to see Dr, Goldmann soon sgain and asked him repeatedly

to keep in closer touch with him,

Washington, D.C,
“entember 27, 1943
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CCUPIDENTIAL = Minute of Conversation with Mr, Loy Henderson
U. S, Minister to Iraq. State Department
Washington, D. Ce September 23, 1943

Present: Mr, Hendersgon, Dr, Nahum Goldmann

The firest part of the conversation concerned Russian Jewich problems,
the visit of the two Russian Jewish delegates to this country, etc, (Mr,
Henderson, before his appointement as Minister to Iraq, had been the head of
the Russian Division of the State Department). He said he thought the two
delegates from Russia had behaved with much tact and caution and that their
visit had been very successful.

Dr. Goldmann then discussed the Palestine problem., Mr. Henderson
sald he would leave for Iraq in about three weeks, going first to London and
from there to Iraq. He referred to the first conversation he had had with
Dr. Goldmann and Mr. Szold about Palestine and said he would be pleased if he
could pave the way for an understanding between the Apsbs and the Jews by
his work in Bagdad. He believed that America could play a big role in this
respect, since it had the confidence of the Ap.abs and no direct interest in
the Middle East. He said he was aware of the moral value of Zionist demands
and hoped that some way would be found to reach an understanding with the
Arabs,

Mr, Henderson said he knew that Nuri Pasha wanted to become the
leader of the Arad world, but the State Department had a greater regard for
Ibn Samd, than for Nuri Pasha, who is really only a politician, more or less
dependent on the good-will of the British; he has many competitors and is
not trusted by all sections of the Iraqi people.

Mr. Henderson said he wented to ask Dr. Goldmarm three questions
and wanted his frank replies. He said he wanted Dr. Goldmann's opinion
since he would have to have many talks with Nuri Pasha and others.

1. The eventual transfer of the Arabs to Iraq: Dr. Goldmann said this

wag not a part of Zionist demands. Zionists were convinced that Palestine

had ample room for all those who would want to go there without the necessity

for transferring any Arsbs, However, if the Arabes wanted, volumtarily, to

be treansferred, Zionists would be willing to help them in acquiring and developing
land in Iragqe It is not a demand of the Zionists, nor is it a necessary
condition for the implementation of our program.

Mr. Henderson sald he understood the Zionist attitude and thought it
wise, but he thought if a transfer could be arranged, it would be most helpful.

Dr, Goldmann sald that the Zionists were a democratic people and would
not ask any Arab to remain in Palestine if he preferred to go to Iraq, to
which Mr. Henderson replied: "rhat is very generous of you."

2. Do the Zionists insist on the inclusion of Transjordan?

Dr, Goldmann replied that on this question he could spesk only personally
and off the record without committing anyone. He said he personally believed
there was no necessity of raising the issue now. Unfortunately, the nmumber of
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Jews who will seck immigration has been greatly reduced through the Nazi policy
of extermination and Zionists were convinced that all of them could be absorbed
in Palestine, so that the inclusion of Transjordan was not a condition sine qua
non for the Zionist program, On the other hand, many leaders of Transjordan
wanted Jews to start to colonize there, because Palestine Arabs had become rich
and progperous through Jewish immigration and the Transjordan Arabs had remained
poor. The Emir Abdullah had leased part of his land in Tpansjordan to Jews

for colonization purposes, but the British had prevented the Jews from working
in Transjordan. Zionists would not, therefore, insist on the inclusion of
Trangjordan, but would like to have it opened to Jewish colonization, through
some arrangement with the Emir Abdullah and there was a good chance that he

and others might welcome Jewish immigration there.

3e Arab Federation: Mr, Henderson sald that as far as he has studied the
situation in the pdst few weeks, he did not believe that the Aradb Federation
was practicable-- there were too many difficulties and rivalries-- Ibn Samd
regards the Iraql as faithlegs and irreligious, the situation in Egypt com=
plicates the issue, etc, etc. However, since the Arabs continue to discuss
federation, Be would like to know what the Zionists think about it,

Dr. Goldmann said he would again sgpeak personally since the Executive
has not taken a definite position. Gemerally, however, Zionists regard the
question of federation as an Arab business~-~ 1if the A.abs want to unite and
federate it is not their business either to encourage or discourage them, It
is a mistake to assume that Zionists are opposed-~ their first concer 1is
Palestine and if their position there and the opprortunity for expansion is
guaranteed, they would not fight a federation if the Arabs succeeded in
establighing it, which, Dy. Goldmann said, he doubted they could for the next
ten or twenty years at least,

From a certain point of view, Dr. Goldmann continued, Zionists were
deeply interested in close economic relations with the Arab world and a customs
unlon of the Arab countries might be very useful, as Zionists must increase
the absorptive capacity of Palestine which can be done only by the creation
of large Jewish industries, for which a hinterland is necessary. Palestine
cannot compete with Manchester or Pittsburgh on the Buropean or American market,
but it could become a natural eupply center of many goods in the Near East,
therefore close cooperation and an economic arrangement with an Arab federation
is very important for the future development of Palestine, So long as the
future status of Palestine 1s guaranteed, Zionists would do nothing to prevemnt,
and might even be prepared to establish close economic cooperation between
Jewish Palestine and some form of Arad customs union,

Mr. Henderson was very much interested and said that the Zionist
approach was a statesmanlike one and that the conversation had helped to give
him a background, as far as the Zionist attitude was concered, for conversations
he would have in Bagdad.

Dr. Goldmann repeated a previous invitation to Mr. Henderson to visit
Palestine, He sald he would in the near future. He sald that if Dy. Goldmann
were in London at the same time as he was, he should see him there. He said
again that he hoped to pave the way for Zionist leaders to be able to discuss
their plans with Iraql leaders and that if he could, he would be glad to welcome
Dr. Goldmann in Bagdad.
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Washington, D. C.
Sept ember 23, 1943
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EXERPT FROM REPORT BY MR, JAMES WA TERMAN WISE CONCERNING

\ C '.i:".\
i »
A CONVERSATION WHICH HE HAD WITH MR. BRECKENRIDGE LONG. Y 2 e dhom, \

December 3, 1943

"Mr. Long then turned to the Palestine situation and stated
that conversations had taken place, the result of whibh, when
they were made known in the next month or so, would be, he
felt, extremely gratifying. He called attention to the ex-
tension of the date of the White Paper Immigration Certifi-
cates, and when I pointed out that this did not go to the heart
of the matter which was the question principally, he fully
ggreed. He added that while America had no legal sta tus in
regard to the mandate, not having been a member of the League
of Nations, definite representations had been made to the

British "on moral grounds", and he felt certain that these
representations would not go unheeded.

The general implica-
tion of his statements was that there would shortly be dis~

tinct modification in the attitude of the British Government

to the White Paper, although he didrnot commit himself in any
specific statement of this kind,"
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