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COBFIDERTUL 

Preaent1 

Bsport of Cowersation with Mr.ilolph Berle, Assistant 
Secretar,r of State. Department of State. 

Waahington, D. o. Septed>er 16• 1943 

Kr. Berle, Dr. Jrahu111 0o, c!mann 

Kr. Berle atarte4 b7 e¢iig that he bad read Dr. Goldmann•• a4dresa to the 
aerican Jnillh Conference twice, and that it presented the Ziomat case in a mat 
convincing~• However. he •a14. that Dr. Goldmann woul.4 appreciate the difference 
between a goo4 case from a platform and the problem of tho•• who ba4 to implement it. 

Dr. GoldMJm replied that he ful.17 understood this difference anc1 ha4 spent 
the past ten J"98,rS of hia life tl")'ing to reduce the difference between Zionist plan• 
and the facta which were created. b7 the British Gonrnment. 

lfr. Berle asked for detail• on the coq,oai tion and character of the American. 
Jewiah Conference. 

Dr. GolcJwzm •tressed the point about Zionists who want a Jewiab Oomm>nwealth 
being consiclerecl extremlata, unless the total.it7 of Jaerican Jewr, can be regarded 
aa extremists, and unclerlined the fact that in a demcratic country like .berica the 
fact that millions of its c1t1sene are behind a program mat be a factor which carries 
great weight. 

lb-. Berle said that he and h11 colleaga.ea in the State Department dealing with 
such •ttere are in a difficult position. Jewiah piblic opinion is IO toucil1' and 
aen.sitin that whenever ~• in the State Department apresses a varying point of 
view, or points out some of the cl1ff1Clllties. Jm.llh pa.blic opinion ia aroused and the 
peraon involnd 1• iaaed1atel.7 attaclcecl aa an anti-Semite. Bo one want, to be put in 
such a position, and the point will be reached where no one will dare to touch ea.ch 
probl••• fearing auch attaclta. 

Dr. GolcJmzm aaid that whenever au.ch a point 110Uld be reached. he would be r•a41' 
to recoanend a few courageou.1 Jen rud1' to step 1n and deal w1 th the problem•• 

To this 11:r. l3erle repliecl.1 -rhat le not exactl.7 the idea.• He •de the point 
again. to which Dr.Gold•nn replie41 !l!he coq,la1nt, if it waa one, was not Justified. 
In all the criticias levelled against the State Department. its attitu.48 on Palestine 
plqed a Te~ minor role. It was cri t1cized for what liberal.a considered a react1on
&.?7 poli07 in Borth .A.trica, the abrogation of the Cremieu.x lawa, etc., but the quest
ion of Palestine was a Tel7 mi.Dor part of these criticisms. 

Mr.'.Berle said he did not refer specifically to the Palestine issue, but to the 
attitude of Jewish public opinion generall.1' concerniDg Jewish problems. He pleaded 
for a Jlk>re objective attitwle on the part of Jen, who mst realize the diff'icultiea 
of the personnel in the State Department in tl")'ing to shape their policies. 

Dr. Goldmann then asked whether he might be informed of the result of the 
mlaaion of Col. Hoald.na. The press had reported hi• return and his report had mrel.7 
been handed in. Dr. Golcbumn also said that Mr. Welles had promlsed to let the 
Zionists lmow the repq of Ibn Smds Dr. Weiamann bad d1acuaaed this in hia talk w1 th 
the President and the representatives of the Jewish .Agenq ahoul.4 certainl.7 be kept 
informed. 



llr. ~rle said that, naturall7, the .Agenq representat1Tes would han to be 
informed, bu.t as this was a matter of great importance and dellcac7, he felt that 
the Secretary of State should diaca.sa it with Dr. Goldmann. He urged Dr. Goldmnn 
to tl7 to get in touch w1 th Kr. Hull inmedia.tel.7. He asked him not to go w1 th a 
delegation. !!he matter had been d11ca.ssed with Dr. Weiaann and Dr. Go)dmann as 
representatives of the Jnlah ~eney and the State Department would like to conti
DD.8 on this 1Be1s. He advised Dr. Goldmann to get in touch with Kr. Grq, one of 
the aecretariee of Secretal."7 Hnll and find out whether the Secreta.17 would see him, 
or authorize one of the official.a of the State Department to discuss the matter 
with Dr. Goldmann. Be, himself, did not feel free to discuss it unless authorized 
to do so. 

Speaking of Ibn Sand, Mr. ~erle said that when Bomnel waa in Kl.--A.1.ame1n, 
and there was the danger that the Germana would break through the Su.es Canal to 
:Pa.1estine, the State Department was very mch concerned and considered~ of 
evaca.atiJ:Jg Jews. .A.t that time the State Department got in tonch w1 th Ibn Smd and 
a.alced whether he would receive as ~ Jews from :Palestine as could be evacnatecl, 
into Sandi Arabia. Sandi .Arabia appeared to be the ea.feat place, because the 
Germana might haTe broken through to Iraq at the Cmcasus. Ibn Saud declared his 
willingness to rece1Te as mtl1' as could be evacuated on condition that the .Allies 
supplJ" the necesaar;r food for them. He based his willingness to recein them on 
the ground that it was his dnt7 as a Moel• to eave people who believe in one God• 
and said they would be treated as pilgrims who had co• to a hol.7 CO'Un t17. 

Dr. Goldwmn told Kr. :Berle that he intande4 to go to :Palestine: that the 
lxecntlve bad been urging him to come for months and that it was iJll)ortant for the 
Zionist work here to have a direct report on the ai tuation 1n :Palestine. 

Mr. :Berle sai4 he thought Dr. Go'.14mann1 a trip would be most uaef'ul and the 
State Department would be interested in having a report from him on the situation 
which thq regard as tense, and which is a cause of concern. He said that the7 
would welcome having Dr. Goldmnn' 1 opinion after having been there and that he 
would facilitate his fl.71ng to :Palestine. Be said that it would take some time to 
arrange if Dr. Goldmann wanted to go directl.7 from hereto llorth .Africa, because 
there is a long 11st of staff officer• and auppli•• awaiting transportations 
however, he asked whether Dr. GolaJD&?)n could not arrange that Dr. Weismann secure 
priorities from London, as he could eaail7 arrange the trip from here to IA:,ndon. 

Dr.Goldmann said he would cable to Dr. Weismann and find out what the lilcel~ 
hood was of aeon.ring a priority for Palestine from London. llr.15erle promised he 
would do his beat to be helpful • 

.A.fter the conYeraation, Dr. Goldmann got in touch with llr. Ch'87 who could 
not speak with Kr. ll111 becanae he was at the lhite Hou••• !he next mrning 
Mr.GNJ' informed Dr.Goldmann that Mr.Hull wa.• not 79t re&q to disca.aa the Bot1k1na 
report with him, as 1 t was now being studied. 

m 

Wa1bingt.on, D. c. 
Septenl>er 23, 1943 
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... . 
Interview with Mr, Wallace Mur ay - State Dep~rtment 

Washington, D,C, Sept, 23, 1943 

Present: Mr. Murray, Mr. Paul Allin , Dr. Nahur.i Goldmann 

The discussion opened with the impen ing vi it of the son of Ibn Saud; two of his 
ons are coming. 

Mr . .. urray said that Congress'TlB.n Bloom had informed him of his conver ation with Dr. 
Goldmann. Mr . Murray said he took it for gra.nted that the Jews r1ould not attack a 
person who is comin here as a guest of the President. 

Dr. Goldmann said he agreed, bu that the Jews naturally assumed that the State De
partment would prevent these guests from using their vi it as an opport nity for 
makin a 3tatement such as had ap eared in 11 Life 11 • 

r. Murray said he thou ht this re uest was justified and tha.t the Sta.te De art ent 
, ould have to seP to it that nothing be done to provoke controver ies. 

Dr. Goldmann said that thA official Zionist movement ould make no attacks and 
that he vould do his best to influence th Jewish and Yiddi h ress to refrain from 
them. He also arned I11r. kurray thRt the official Zionist movement could not be held 
responsible for whatever the Jewish rmy ComMittee . ight do. H had a!:ked Con re sman 
Bloon to see Senator Johnson and request him to try to cont ol the activitie of th t 
group. 

~·r. MurrA.y a ked variou questions concerni g the Armv CoMrni tte . He said that ever r_ 

one thouo-ht the Zionists were behind them and they· h.ad never made it sufficiently 
clear th~t they ere not. 

Dr . Goldma.nn aid th.q.t tatements had been issued in the Zionist and Je ish pr s. 
but that Mr . Murray could not xnect th officiAl lionist movement to ubli h ads 
in the fimes. statin it di affiliation. 

r. ~urray then asked a number of question concernin the nnsition of Ben Gurion, 
the comnosition of the ~xecutive and the gency and wanted to know the rea on for 
the onflict between Ben Gu.rion and Dr. eizmann. 

Dr. Goldmann e id th~t the conflict had no lost it cheracter ad if there as any 
differen e of opinion, it was because Ben Gurion was too pro-American. 

Mr. urray laughed and asked what that m ant. 

Dr. Goldmann said that at a certain moment, 
had lost his hope in ngland and thou~ht the 
intervention, wherec:s Dr. eizmann a.nd other 
13ritai as much as on merica. 

en Gurion, for understandable r son, 
olution would come through metican 
felt that e had ,t0 rel n Gr at 

~r. Murray said: "I a sure you that is the on~.y ri ht olicy. 11 America cannot be 
expected to emb rrase Great Brit in, but. if given a free hand by Congres , america 
may assume joint responsibility 1th Great Britain in the ear~ et a~a oth r place. 
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Dr. Goldmann explained tha.t the conflict w;:1s a. different opinion on tactics as very 
often happens, and as he read, has often ha·npened even in the State De-partment . 
.But, fundamentally both Mr. Ben Gurion enn Dr. 1ei zmann are united on the Biltmore 
program. 

Dr. Goldmann then raised the Question of Col. Hoskins' visit to Ibn Saud and the 
prospect of conversations between the Zionists ad Ibn ad . 

. r. Murray said that Col. Hoskins had just returned, but that he has to make his 
first report to the President, as he as sent as an emiasary. This report is to be 
made some time next week. After Col. Hoskins has reported to the Pre ident, the 
State Department will study the report and get in touch with the Zionists to con
~i a. er the sit11ation. 

Dr. Goldmann told Mr. ~!urray that he intended to ,c,- o to Palestine and ould like the 
Near ~ast Division to recomme~d that the neceesariiy facilities be granted. 

Mr. Murray said he O' ;;.ld be glad to be of help. 

ain a nd again during the conversation, 1•1r. Yurray stressed the point that Zioni ts 
should not adopt t actics and methods of publicity which woul d antagonize people who 
rant to be friendly. In this connection, he mentioned 1maniiel Celler and others. 

Be exp essed his ap-preciation of Dr. ~oldnann's at itude concerning the visit of 
Ibn Sauds' sons and his cooperation in controllin~ Je ish public o inion and the 
J e ish '1 ress. 

• 
Mr. .urra,y said he houed to see Dr. Goldman'1 soon 
t 0 keep n closer touch with him. 

Washin~to, D.C. 
~entember 2?, 1943 

a nd asked him ep at dly 

NG 
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prminmz ♦le llinute of Conversation with Jlr. Lo,: Henderaon 
u. s. 111.nister to Iraq. - State Department 

Washington, D. c. SeptECber 23, 1943 

Present: llr. Henderson, Dr. Bahum Goldmann 

'l!he first part of the conversation concerned Bu.ssian Jewish problems, 
the visit of the two Bu.esian Jewish delegate■ to this count%"7, etc. (Mr. 
Henderson, before h1 a appoint anent as Ill.Dist er to Iraq, had been the head of 
the llu.ssian Division of the State Department). He said he thought the two 
delegatN from Bnasia had behaved w1 th much tact and caution and that their 
Tisi t had been very succeastu.1. 

Dr. Goldmann them. discussed the Palestine problem. Mr. Henderson 
eaid he would leave for Iraq in about three weeks, going first to London and 
from there to Iraq. He ref erred to the first conver■ation he had had w1 th 
Dr. Goldmann and llr. Ssold about Palestine and said he would be pleased if he 
could pave the WIil' for an underetanding between the Arabs and the Jews b7 
his work in :Bagdad. He believed ~hat .America could plq a big role in thie 
respect, since it had the confidence of the Ar9-ba and no direct interest in 
the Kiddle re.st. He ■aid he was aware of the moral value of Zionist demand• 
and hoped that some wq would be found to reach an understanding with the 
Arabs. 

Mr. Hmdereon said he knew that Jrnri Pasha wanted to become the 
leader of the Arab world, but the State Department had a greater regard for 
Ibn Sand, than for lfllri Pasha, who is real.17 onl7 a poll tician, more or lee11 
dependent on the good-will of the 1'ritiah; he has man7 competitors and ie 
not trusted by all 1ectione of the Iraqi people. 

Mr. Hend91'tl0n aaid he wanted to ask Dr. <Joldmann three questions 
and wanted hitl' frank r'l)lies. Be said he wanted Dr. Goldmann I a opinion 
since he would hE\ve to have many talke with Buri Paeha md others. 

1. The eventual transfer of the Arabs to Iraqi Dr. Goldmann ea.id thi■ 
wu not a part of Zionist demand•• Zion.late were convinced that Paleetine 
had ample room for all those who would want to go there w1 thout the nece111 ty 
for transferring 8DJ' Arebe. HoweTer, lt the Arabe wanted, voluntaril7, to 
be treneferrecl, Zioni~t• would be willing to help than in aoqn1r1ng and developing 
land in Iraq. It is not a demand of the Z1on1eta, nor is it a necessar., 
condition for the implementation of our program. 

Mr. Henderson said he understood the Zionist attitude and thought it 
wiee, but he thought if a transfer could be arranged, it would be most helptul.. 

Dr. Goldmann said that the Zionists were a democratic people and would 
not ask 8D.7' Arab to remain 1n Palestine if he pre!erred to go to Iraq, to 
which Mr. Henderson replied: •!hat is ve"r7 generous of 10'1•• 

2. Do the Zionists inai1t on the inclusion of TrensjordanT 

Dr. Goldmann r~lied that on thie question he could speak onl7 peraonal.17 
and otf the record w1 thout committing anyone. Be aaid he peraonal.17 believed 
there was no neoess1 ty of ra1•1ng the issue now. Unfortuna.tel7, the number ot 
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Jen who will set£ immigration has been greatly reduced through the -.Si polic7 
of extermination and Zionists were convinced that all of' them coulcl be absorbed 
in Palestine, ao that the inclusion of Tranajorclan WM not a condition sine qua 
non for the Zionist progrsm. On the other hand, many leaders of Transjordan 
wanted Jen to start to colonize theret because Palestine Arabs had become rich 
and pro1,Perou.s through Jewish imm1grat1on and the Transjorda."l Jrsbe had remained 
poor. The :Dnir Abdullah had leased part of hie land in Transjord.an to Jews 
for colonization purposes, but the :British had prevented the Jewa from working 
in Tranejordan. Zionists would not, therefore, insist on the inclusion of 
Tranajordan, but would like to have it opened to Jewish colonization, throU&h 
some arrangement w1 th the Emir Abdnllah ancl there was a good chance that he 
and others might welcome Jewish imm.gration there. 

3. .Arab J'ederation: Kr. Henderson said that as far as he ha.a studied the 
situ.at ion in the paat few weeks, he did not believe that the Arab J'ederation 
was practicable-- there were too many- diffieultiee ancl riTal.ries-- lbn Saud 
regards the Iraqi as f'aithleas and irreligious, the situation in Egypt com
plicates the issue, etc. etc. However, since the Araba continue to discuss 
federation, ae would like to know what the Zionists think about 1 t. 

Dr. Goldmann said he would again speak personally since the hecu.tiTe 
has not taken a definite position. Generally-, however, Zionists regard the 
question of' federation as an Arab ba.sineae-- if the ~ba want to unite and 
federate 1 t ia not their business e1 ther to encourage or discourage them. It 
ie a mistake to assume that Zionists are opposed-- their first concern ie 
Palestine and if their poa1 tion there and the opportunity for expansion ie 
guaranteed, they would not fight a federation if the Arabs ncceeded in 
establiah1ng it, which, Dr• Goldmann ■aid, he doubted they could tor tae next 
ten or twan.ty 793,re at lea.at. 

J'rom a certain point ot view, Dr. Goldmann continued, Zioni ■te were 
deeply interested in close economic relations with the Arab world and a customs 
union ot the Arab countries might be T'eey useful, as Zionists ma.et increase 
the absorptive capacity- ot Paleetine which can be done only by the creation 
of' large Jewish industries, for which a hinterland is necea•ary. Palestine 
cannot compete with lfanchester or Pittsburgh on the ~ean or American market, 
but it coulcl become a natural au;ppl.7 canter of ll8n1' good• 1n the Jlear Yast, 
therefore close cooperation and an economic arrangement with an .Arab federation 
is very important tor the future development ot Palestine. So long as the 
future etatus of' Palestine is gu.aranteed, Zioni•ts would do nothing to prevent, 
encl might even be prepsred to fftablieh close economic cooperation between 
Jewish Palestine and eome form of Arab customs union. 

lfr. Henderson was very much interested and ■aicl that the Zioniat 
approach was a etatesmanl ike one and that the converaation had helped to give 
him a background, as far u the Zionist attitude was concerned, for converea.tiona 
he would have in Jagdad. 

Dr. Qoldmaym repeated a previoua in.vi tat ion to Uri. Henderson to visit 
Palestine. Be ■aid he would in the near tuture. Be said that if Dr• Goldmann 
were in London at the eaae time as he was, he should eee him there. Be eaid 
again that he hoped to pave the w,q tor Zionist leaden to be able to dlecuae 
their plane w1 th Iraqi leaders and that it he coulcl, he woulcl be glad to welcome 
Dr. Goldmann in Jagdad. 

BG 

Washington, D. c. 
Sept anber 23, 1943 



EXERPT Fro~: REPORT BY rn . JAt!ES WA Th :AN WISE COUCE.RNI G 

A OONVERSATION WHICH HE HAD WITH !R. BRECKENRIDJ E LONG. 

December 3, 1943 

"Mr. Long then turned to the Palestine ei tuation and stated 
that conversations had taken place, the result of whibh, when 
they were made known in the next month or so, would be, he 
felt, extremely gr tifying . He called attention to the ex
tension of the date of the White Paper Immigration Certifi
cates, and when I pointed out that this did not go to the heart 
of the matter which was the question rincipally, he fully 
greed. He added that while America had no legal eta tus in 
regard to the mandate, not having been a membe r of the League 
of atione, definite representations had been made to the 

British •on moral grounds", and he felt certain that these 
representations would not go unheeded. The general implica
tion of hie statements was ;hat there would shortly be dis
tinct modification in tae attitude of the British Government 
to the White Paper, although he did. not commit himself in any 
specific statement of this kind." 




