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T B A A

MINUTE OF CONVERSATION “ITH SMNATOR BURTON X,
at Interstate Commerce Committee,
Capitol Puilding, ¥Washington, D, C,
Fridey afternoon, December 17, 1940

Present: Genector Burton K, #heeler of Montama, Nr, leoc Sack and Rabbi
Peuer,

Jenator Wheeler wes very affable and spent about anm hour vith us,
Daring the first part of the interview, he spent consideradble time trying to
meke out a case for himself s & great and misunderstood lidberal, He seems
quite self-conseiouns about the faet that he hmes been secused of being an
anti-Semite, He asserted that such chsrge »as ridieculous,

“If you #ill look up the record,” he exclaimed, "You will see that
in 1935 end 1986, before hordly anyone else wns tulking adbout 1%, I wae going
up and down the country condemning Hikler®s persecution of the Jews,"

He did not omit to menticn the faet thitl hig secretery and one of
his stenographers are Jewish, The ehove is interssting in view of the faect
thot we had not made the slighest reference to Nr, Vheeler's past record as
a libersl or to his ettitude towanrds the Jews, Ye ware sanxious to go on with
the sabjeet of Palestine,

About half way through the intarvi'n, he finally permitted us to
come to the sudjeet of Palestine, His first cuestion was revealing, THe wanted
to know whether there had not becn conglderable eraggeration end propagende in
the matter of the number of Jews who had been killed in Faurope, Ve assuyed him
thet estimating the number of Jews slaughtered by the Nazis at 50C of the total
would prove to be conservative, ¥He pretended to be murprised, fHe then disc: seed
the usual questiom with us, inquiring adbout the attitude of Britain, asmring
us, in this connection, that he has deen falsely accused of being anti-
British, He was interested in the question of the sbsorptive eapacity of

Palestine and of relations with the Arabs, These questions were treated in the




useal fashion, discussing the ressons for “agland's policy, pointing cat
the falee issues which heve been reised with regard to the @i ssgreements
between the Jews end Arsade and indicating the resl facts about absorptive
capaeity, He seemed very much interested in all these subjeets =nd 11stened
to ua with rather close attention, He told us that he had voted for the
ledge~-Fish Heseolution in 1922, that he understcod the neeessity for and
deeply sympsthized with the aspirations of the Jewish people for a national
home, He indieated that the projeect would continue to have his support,
This man is, of course, net be relied on, He iz very obviously =

congummate politiecan and setor, 2 complete opportunist and & person deeply

embittered by his hetred, particulerly for the Fresident., It was, however,

fmportant and necessary to see him, Hls meme should not be actively connected
vith our movement in any way, It may, however, be possidblc to get hir silent
support, and ~het is more luporsant,to disarwm him in edvence so thet he will
not lead any active opposition, This, of course, cannot be counted upon,

Nr. "heeler will do what he delieves to be politically opportune st the moment,
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