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u!INt.JT:28 OF Z, O,A, EXECurIVlJ OCi.fil.iITT~ l.iZSTilTG ltJLD ON S~URDAY E~ TETG 
J.i\J;TTU.RY l0tn, 1942t 8:00 P. i,I. ,.1-a TH:n

1

.ASTOR HOTZL, w~ .' YClU OITY 

PRESENT: Judge Louis E. Levinthal ( in the Chair), Robert M, Bernstein, ·.:aurice 
i.1. l3oukstein, Rabbi Isadore Breslau, A. X, Zpsteint .Abral1am Goldberg, Dr. Israel 
Goldstein, Cecil R. Gordon, Harry Grayer, Murra:, I .. Gurfein1 Mordecai Xonowi tz, 
Louis Lipslcy-, Rabbi Irving Miller, E:nanuel Neumanr.1.t Louis P, Rocker, cimon 
Shetzer, Louis E. Spiegler, Robert Szold, and Dro Stephen S, Wise. 

BY IlNIT.ATION: Dr-.; Uahum Goldmann, Rabbi Eugene Ko"hn, Irving D. Lipkorii tz, 
i.irs. :Javid cle Sola Pool~ and Dre David. Tanne:n~1aumo 

EXCUS2S FOR ABSENCE REC~I\IH"_J) FROI.1: Liessrs, Philiu Barron, Rabbi Bar nett R. 
Brickner, Judge HP..rcy M, Fisher, ~-a cob Fishman, Dro Hart t · Friedenwalds Daniel 
F:::-isch, Rabbi Solomon Goldman, Abraham Goldstein, Dr. Jnmes G. Heller, E. I,. 
~{aufmann, Dr. Harris J. Levine, Rabbi Israel H, LevinthaJ. 1 Judge JuliM H. Lack, 
~eymour Mellman, Oha~les J, Rosenbloom, Judge :Aorrio Rothenberg, Bernnrd G. 
Rudol ph1 Zzra 'Z. Sh::•.J?iro, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. Dewey D. Stone, El i hu D. 
Stone, and Harry Ta.::i. .ff . 

~ - - - - - - - - ~ - - - -
I. TRIBUTE IF ME:•.1IORY OF PINCE.AS RUTENB?.RG: 

r.:r. Robert Szold spoke briefly on I:ir. Rutenb er g rs contributions and work 
for the Jewish 'National Home. He s aid: "ulr. Rutenberg \1as one of t .1e great 
f igures of Zionist h is t ory and was one of the great, characters who helped to 
develop Palestine. Foremost among his achievemente in Palestine was the creation 
and. direction of the Palestine Electric Corpora.t iun. ln recogni tion of our loss, 
it is fitting that we record, at t his meeting, our expression of sorr ow and 
bereavement." 

II. REPORT OF EDCUTIV-11 DIR3Gr OR: 

r.r, S ... etzer reported t hat as of January 9th t h e Z. 0,, J .• paid members:1i p was 
1919 more members than for t he same period in 1941; 2578 new members were 
secured as against 2263 for t he same period in 1941. The President's Chapter 
membership has also increased due to ~Ar. Xaufmannts activity. We nou have 170 
members in that chapter. 

Mr, Shetzer announced the oublication of a new eight page leaflet, entitled 
11 In tlar Prepare for Peace" which is being widely used in connection mth the 
Brandeis uiemorial Membership campaign. 

lr. Shetzer reported that at the last meeting of the Executive, the z. o. A. 
deficit amounted to $85,000, but a.s of January li, >; , the deficit has been 
reduced to $78,000 as a result of an excess of$ 7000 of income over e!q>enditure 
during t he month of December. While the amount of the deficit has been reduced, 
$78,000 still represents a tremendous burden. 

Mr. Shatzer announced t ~at Rabbi Bresla.u will visit a number of communities 
in the country to raise funds to liquidate the deficit and is looldng for :,ard to 
a greater amount of assistance and cooperation from the Executive Oomnittee. 
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• With respect to the implementation of the Regional Reorganization program, 
Mr, Shetz er reported that he had met personally with representatives of tie Texas, 
Southeastern, Seaboard, Brooklyn, Bronx, »npire State riest ern New York, Tri-State, 
Ohio Valley, and Uew El\gland '.l~l~~s,a.'ld had corresponded rlith a number of other 
regions throughout the country, In the past several w0oi~ the objects and purpos es 
of the regional reorganization progrmn have been receivi ng more general acceptance 
than her et of ore. A more friendly attitude and more ceo:r.,,u . .-.:,tion uas shown. He did 
not expect to have completo r egional implomentation t.:un :."oar, but stated t hat if we 
had one-half dozen v1ell functioning regions before t 11d conclusion of the yee:r, we 
will have achieved something 1i Mr. Shetz er pointed 0ut that \78 a.re greatly limited 
in our work because of the very small amount of monqy available. Some areas have 
so few members that they cannot support a regional budget out of their present 
membership and we aro, therefore, compelled to consider larger areas, to i nclude 
tt"lo or more Regions to be serviced by one field man. The unaffiliated districts, 
districts that have no regional affiliation but which have, nev0rthelesa, been 
r e-Laining $2.00 out of the dues, create a difficult problcmQ Mr. Shatzer said 
h e is no\7 insisting th:it such uistricts relinquish t he additional dollar. Ur~ 
Shetzer asked the Executive Committee if there ~ere a:ny instructions or advice 
they would care to give him on this subject. 

Dr. Uise suggested that in view of the fact that the U.P.A. conference uas 
being held in Cleveland• the Cleveland problem could be discussed at an informal 
meeting early Saturd~ or Sunday morning, and an effort be made to iron out the 
differences between the three Cleveland Districts and tho Z~ o. A. He urged that 
the Cleveland Districts be urged to get together am form ono strong district, 
instead of having three different groups. 

Mr. Shetzer replieu that efforts havo already been made in that direction, 
a joint meeting of the Chairmen am Secretaries of all the Cleveland Districts 
and the Society was scheduled for Friday, Jan'U.ar/ 16th. 

Judge Levinthal commended Ur. Shetz er for the good job he had done in such 
short time. 

Judge Levinthal supplemented i/Ir. Shetzor's membership report on the President's 
Cha'.PJ\;er and urged ever~, member of the Executive Committee to tell their fri ends 
about the Ohaptor and to enroll as many Zionists as possible who can afford a 
$25e00 membership. He felt that every leading Zionist in the country ought to 
be a member of this Oh.apter and that at least ton percont of every district should 
be members therein. He remarked that at least 251 000 people in the country could 
and shoul. d pay $25. oo. 

Judge Levinthal urged the Executive Oommi ttee to make it its business to wipe 
out the deficit this year. He felt that tho U,P . .A. ,1as not givixg the Zionist 
Organization a sufficient subsidy. He suggestod that a. Committee of the U.P.A. 
should confer with our Fina.nee Oommittee to see what could be done to lov1er our 
deficit or to wipe it out entirely. He pointed out that the z. 0...1. helps the 
Poale Zion and Mizrachi youth groups, but does not get any subsidy from them. 
The z. O.A. gives $20,000 to the Youth Oommiasion. If the U. P.A. 
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wants to inculcate tho youth with Zionist propagandai which will help them in 
their a:)~ali::: L1 t.hJ fu.t,r'7e r they ought to g1 ve t ·nis $20r LiOOe Judge Levinthal 
Said h0 c1..,1.mted •)::l Dl·s, \1is o anc. Silver to •~ooperato wj:~h tho Z~ Oo .A.:1 in ob­
tail1ing fr0m th.: U~P • .Ao a su1)•.;iey nhich \1ot1i<t ~~ i·b pcsr3fble for the Zc 0~A. 
to functivil eff'Gctively, not only in the interest of tho Z.OoA and specific 
Zionist activities, but to help directly and indirectly the U.P.A. He urged 
that this matter be taken up immediately, unless we wanted to let the Z,0.A. 
drift int~ bankruptcy. 

Judge Levin+,hal reporter. that when he arranged for meetings in Boston and 
l3al timore, ho ,va."' cautioned not to ask anybody for mOJ·e than $35 or ue ,1ou1.d 
hurt the U.P • .A. He felt that if the U.P.~ stands in tho way of the z. Co.A.. •s 
raising money tc ·;ripe out its deficit, then the U,P.A. shJuld give us a sub­
stantial subsidy to maJ~o the Z.O.A. function properly, 

Mr. Epstein pointed out that if there wore no affective z. O • .A. thero would 
not be a U.P.A. and that if it were not for tho Zionists in Chicago• tho U.P. A. 
uould have received much less mono.v from the \Velfaro funds. He olaimed that 
the Zionist members were the people who put up a fight, who arranged the calling 

I 
of meetings with the Welfare Fund members, etc. As a result of tho aotivitios 
of the Zionist members of the city of Chica.go. the U.P • .A. obtained from the 
'Welfare Fund a promise that tp,oy were not going to make 3I'iY allocations for a 
certain length of time, and becauso of this effort the U.P . .A.. was able to strike 
a favorable bargain with the J.D. 0., the N.R. s. and other ,1elfare .funds, In 
the meantime, the Zionists wore busy calling meetings, Ytriting protests, and 
keeping tho pot boiling in Chicago so as to enable tho U.P.A.. to get its proper 
al.location. Bo claimed that the z.o.A. services the U.P.A. and the U,J,.A. 
should recognize that fact. He conmentoo. on the fact that another Zionist -
l3enj, A. Harris, had been appointed to the Committee of tho \·,elfare Funds• in 
addition to Ba.obi Solomon Goldman. Mr. Harris e.ndeavored to introduce in the 
propaganda of the Welfare Fund, that Pal ostine is the only proper approach to 

the Jm1ish problem during the war and that Palestine is an ally we have 
created for the United States. All the fighting is done by members of the 
z. O • .A.; all the work is done through tho Zionist Organization of America's 
districts and not the UoP • .A. which in fact does not exist at all in Chicago. 

Mr. Shetzer called to the attention of tho Executive Committee that when 
the budget proposals were first presented at the 1neeting in Atlanta of the 
Oouncil of Fo<.le:-:·a.t1 1J:s.H .. and Helfare J'und organizations!' the Zionists \vero in 
attendance and thoy orgrulizod the fight against the budgetary proposals. The 
1!Judgeta.ry proposal· was obtained exclusively through tho effort of the 
registered Zionists. The fight in Detroit in the FederatiOZL and Welfare Funds 
was led by registered Zlonista. No support was obtained from the norr.,Zionists. 

l/Ir. :Bernstein commented that the very same issue presented itself last week 
in Philadelphiai. ?fr•o Bornstein led a bit tor fight at the :Board of . Allied 
Je,71sh .Appeal along the samo lines, which meant a difference of $50,000 for tho 
U. P.A. 
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Rabbi Breslau said that what Mr. Epstein, Mr. Shatzer and Mr, Bernstein 
said, ean be borne out in other seetiona of the country. He stated: "There 
is no U,l?.A.. oatside of the z. O.A. membership. This past year I was the 
President of the U.P.A. in the Seaboard Region, but t~1ere was no U.P.Ac. Region. 
I am afraid that the trouble is that \1e have not the 0oura.ge of the post·~ion 
we have ta.ken Md this is the position that has found support at the last two 
Z.O.A. conventions, We should not be in a position to ask favora, but give 
instructions to the U.P.A. This Executive, I thought, had finally reached the 
point where it had decided to take poditive action to order the U.P,.A. If we 
continue this old method of asking them for this or that ~e m.11 not get 
mnywhere_ In view of the fact that it was pointed out that the Zionists are 
instrumental for the success of the U,P • .A,. in this country, I move that we 
request the U,P.A, to increa@e our aubsid.y to the amount of $108,000 instead 
9..,f $54, 000 f fl I 

Thia motion was seconded by Mr, Li:pkowitz. 

Mr, Lipsky told the Committee that there was present at the meeting of the 
U.P,A. some representatives of the z. O • .A.. when the question of the subsidy was 
raised and a final agreement reached on the amount of the subsidy asked for 
and required by the z. o. A. 'rhat amount, he claimed, was circulated through 
the country, end is, therefore, k:nomi among the Welfare Funds, He felt it 
would be detrimental tc the U,P,A. if the z. o. A. would aak for a higher subsidy 
as the Welfare funds would fight against giving the U,P.A. funds for this 
purpose. 

~ill', Rocker informed those present that he was appointed one of the. 
representatives of the J.r.F. on the U.P . .A.. board this year, and at one of the 
meetings ua.s told that Judge Levinthal W8'> in favor of a status quo as far as 
their contract was concerned.. Mr, Rocker made a plea, at one of the meetings 
of the U.P. A., on behalf of the z. O.A. in favor of a larger subvention to the 
z.o.A. and at that time tried to review the relationship between the u.P, A. 
and the Z, O, A. 

"As is well known, Ur. B.ocker stated, "the first year that the U,F . .A.. was 
formed the Z.O,A. became one of the participants in the contract to the amount 
of six percent. In the following year the members of the U.P . .A.. and z. O.A. 
both felt it was too large a sum and so they voluntarily reduced the sum to 
$75,000e ~here previously they had received •_pproximately $1251000. In one 
of the years in ~hich $75,000 was promised, it was said that it was immoral 
to t aka such a sum of money and, therefore, it was voted to reduce the sum to 
$,54,000, ~he Zionist Organization of .America, as has been pointed out, is the 

l'" orgMization whioh is the very life-blood of the U.P,A. and to a.llov one 
organization to struggle while the other gets along very nicely, is not a very 
happy situation. \Th.en Mr. Montor cazne to the meeting of the U,F . .A.., he tried 
to point out that $54,000 was in excess to what shculd be given to the organi­
zation. l1S I was not instructed by the E.xeautive Oomnittae, I could not ask 
anybody to r9.l"ticipate in a fight against him. Ho~ever, the Committee has not 
finally settled its deliberations. We can sit in the next meeting and revise 
their deliberations. I am in favor of calling a Dl8eting again Md carrying 
the fight to the floor. !rhe members of the Poal.e Zion and Mizrachi were in 
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favor of an increased allowance, if they would get their proper share." 

It was made clear that the Peale Zion and Mizraohi have their own funds and 
do not exercise ariy- influence in many communities. 

Rabbi Miller claimed that there uas before the Executive a question ~hich 
demanded that we make haste slowly; that we are dealing with a situation which 
cannot be kept secret, for the u.P,A. subventions were the public property of 
every federation and uelfare flllld. He said "It is true that there uas a time 
rrhen the z. O.A. was benefitted by the U,P.A. in the amount of 6%; it is also 
true, hor1ever 1 that fund-raising has taken a new direction; it is true that the 
Zionists in every community are important factors in maintaining certain res­
ponsibility towards claim of Palestine; it is not true that Zionists are any 
vital factor in fund-raising as they were a fe\7 years ago. ~oday 85% of the 
money coming into the office comes from the Federation o.nd Welfare funds, in ·· 
\7hich Zionists as such play no specific role as Zionists, It is also true that 
a few years ago there was no »nergency Committee. Now the Emergency Committee 
has taken from the z. O.A. the public real.tions nork and the political work. That 
Committee started with $25,000 from the U,P.A. and today gets $100,000 from the 
U.P. A. There is no doubt that if they need more money they will go to the U.P.A. 
The ilhole s.i tuation has taken al together a different trend. Jirst the fund­
raising has gone out of our hands into a lnrger section of .American Jewish life, 
Secondly, othor organizations have sprung up uhicll make demands of the u.P.A. 
to a large extentt organizations nhich are doing Zionist uork, uhi.ch \70.S done 

\ 
as a mntter of fact by the z. O.A. The z. o. A. must find some r,ay of raising money 
for the deficit. for 1 t would j8QPal'dize the good will of the z. O • .A. if it 
becomes publio property that the z. O.A. was asking tm.ce as muoh as it received 
in other years," 

Rabbi Goldstein told the Committee that he uas a member of the general. com­
mittee of the X. H. n.nd the LX, to uork out an agreement \11th the U.P.A. for 
1942. He reported: trThe general committee ha.d three members ot the z. O •. l~ on 
it. At the first session. rihich took place in my study, Judge Levinthal. was 
present, ruid he agreed that tho allocation to tb.e z. O,A. ought to remain as before, 
therefore, the CoDlllittee had before it the official opinion of the head of the 
Z.O,A. and acted in accordance ,7ith same. This agreement nae signed and presented 
at the last meeting of the U.P.A. vrith the signatures of the members of the LlL 
and i.x. representatives. That agreement is fact, I do not lmow whether ue can 
revise something nhich is fact a.nd has been accepted. It should also be pointed 
out that our increase of lO()J6 \70uld also mean an increase of proportionate 
amount to the other parties. A review of mat ha:ppened during the po.st yeor 
ought to reoal.l thnt at one time the U,P • .A. voted $25,000 to the chief Rabbits 
fund; $40• 000 for the transportation of refugees; at the behest of the z. O . .A. 
Executive, for the yeo:r 1942 as you o.11 reooll, the sum of $100,000 was voted for 
the ])nergency Oommittee. When the total of these amounts are realized ,1e can 
see \ihnt a heavy burden is involved. In fact, o.11 that mon(V should go for its 
primary purpose for funds a.re badly needed in Palestine, I wu.l.d, under no 
circumstances, consent to have these funds converted to other purposes. The 
Al.locations Oommittee 1,hioh met this yen:r to apportion the funds, \7111 no doubt 
resent o.n additional $54,000 being given to the z. O • .A. ~hey will nsk, if the 
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U.P.A. is the only devise for helping the z. O • .A. and w"'ey cannot that organiz&­
tiori help itself. Yle have set a precedent of $54,000 and that amount having 
been accepted by them, it would open up a new problem and put us in an undesir&­
ble light. Ue should consider this picture in totality. We must realize · that 
every dollar taken out of the U.P,A. is taken at the expense of Palestine; 
l>alestine requires a great deal more than it has previously. The outlook for 
the proceeds of the U.P.A. this year is rather pessimistic~ they expect a falling 
off of their income of as much, perhaps, as several millions dollars, In the 
light of that prospect, l wonder whether this Executive would consider asking 
for larger funds." 

Judge Levinthal commented that we cBJ1not help ourselves and that we have 
to ask the U, P. A. to assist us. He explained that the reason we cannot help 
ourselves is because we are helping the U,P. A. He claimed: 11The U.P, A. is an 
obstacle and a hindrance when one considers that if the U.P.A. would give us 
permission to launch a. campaign, we could raise one half' million dollars. If 
we did that, it would probably hurt the U.P. A. to tie tune of one mill ion dollars, 
We need money badlJ"l: we have a deficit; the X.R. and X.X. - they are the real 
entities behind the U'.P.A. - have no deficit, The Z.O • .A..- is bankrupt. We are 
being dunned by our creditors; the people to whom we owe money are threatening 
suit. Is it fair for us to be in this position when the U,P.A., representing 
the X. H. and X. L does give money to the Energenqy Committee? The political 
work normally done in London and--l?--alestine is now being done in the U. s. A. I •. 
cannot say that the money being given to the Ene:rgenoy Oommi ttee is money which 
originally was given to the Z, O. A. We are asking for a strong Zionist Organi­
zation so that if the U.P,A.. should ever have a conflict again with the J.D,O. 
or N.R,S, etc. we will have loyal devoted Zionists in every community read_y to 
carry on for our cause. \Ve cannot have that, if we have only a skeleton organi­
zation. I wanted to test out the strength of our present Zionist cliat.r.icts and 
regions, so I wrote letters to the officers of every one of' our districts and 
asked them to suggest names of leaders in their communities who might be ap­
pointed as members of national con:mittees. Something like six out of three ✓ 
hundred responses came in from the entire countey. We must activize our districts 
or follow Solomon Goldman's advice, i.e. - make up our minds that there is no 
room for the organization; give up the idea of districts; have the '.'Emergency 
Oommittee lai.mch an enrollment or registration of people interested in the 
oommonweal th of Pal es tine. We will have to liquidate the organization un1 ess we 
pay our debts." 

Rabbi Goldstein announced that last year he raised. $1000 for the deficit 
fund. It all depended on how it v1as handled, and felt that it can be dona again, 
eaoh member pledging to raise $1.000. 

Judge Levinthal pointed out that the agreement can be changed or amended, 
If the r. H, and X.X, ... parties to the agreement - agreed to the BJnendment, it 
oould be changed. Judge Levinthal said that Dr. Silver indicated that we ought 
to go out and raise money for organizational purposes, but when he was told that 
Judge Levinthal would visit Cleveland, at their invitation, on the condition 
that a private meeting would be held there to raise money, Judge Levinthal was 
informed that that eould not be done. The z. O.A. . is confronted with an obstacle, 
and has no alternative but to put it to the U.P,J\. ·· that we need $108, ooo. lf 
the z. o • .A.. becomes self-supporting, we will gladly cease to be sahnorrers 1 but 
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we have to ask for money now in order to save tbp orga.ni:tation. If -rbf Z..O.A. 
cannot get that money I then we must launch a campaign to wipe out the defioi t. 
this year. --

Mr. Epstein asked what the organizational budget of the U·.P.A. amounted 
to. He was informed 1 t was previously $180: 000 and this year was reduced to 
$139 1 ooo. He then inquired a.bout the X. H. budget and was told that that uas 
infinitesimal.; that they operated on a $5,000 budget a year. He was also en­
lightened as to the z. O.A. budget whieh amounts, this year. to $185 00 

Dr. Wise MOVED that tha Ohairma.n be authorized to appoint a Committee 
of three to arrange for a full meeting of the U.P,Ae to consider the 
financial pro bl em of the z. o. A. and tha.t no officel' who is also an 
officer of the U,P,A. sit on that Committee, 

11ri-. Epstein accepted this as a substitution for hie original motion, 

Mr, Lipkowitt pointed out that the Executive Committee must determine 
several of the follorrl.ng fundamental questions a "(1) A-re ne doing any work 
in the Zionist program in this country that deserves to be done? If we can 
answer that we are doing that job, and are doing that work, then we must 
answer this question. (2) .Are \Ve spending money wastefully? (3) Do we 
constitute the backbone of the Zionist movement in the-mrontry? (4) Do we 
constitute the LX. and Xe H.? If we answer all of these questions affir­
matively, as we logically must, then the next question is, are we spending 
too much money for all of this work? We went through a convention very recently. 
It was the concensus of that convention that all of these organizations ought 
to be ce>-ordinated. We are even making progress along these 1 ines. If we are 
in agreement that the z. O,A. is doing that job, ne should also agree that we 
ought not to liquidate. 11 

Dr. Yiise interrupted to ask whether he has a right to assume that the 
z. O • .A. and U.P.A. are two entities. 

Mr. Lipkowi tz ansuered; nwe are pa.rt of the same movement. We are all 
departments of the Zionist movement in this country. If not, we should find 
out about it. n 

Dr. Wise affirmed that the money is given directly to the U.P.A. for 
Palestine. He felt that three quarters of the mcney that is given is done so 
without any notion that any of it is being deducted for the Z.O.A. 

Mr. Lipk0witz felt that that imposed upon us the greatest obligation -­
to see that when we take mon~, we have a right to take it, We should not 
spend a dollar of the moeny that we raise for Palestine, that we are not en­
tiled to spend. 

Mr. :Bernstein asked I>r, \Vise if he, as an individual, had rendered services 
to an establishment, whether he would have the right to ask pa.yment for those 
services, He al.so felt that Dr. Wise would have no right to sit in on that 
particular issue where he was both claimant and :possibly the debtor. He 
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continued: "In other words, you as an officer should not sit, but there is a 
Committee of the U.P •. 1.e in which there sit peoplo \·::io are not officers of the 
Z.O • .A. and U.P.A. It seems to me that the claim here is of services rendered 
by the Z.O.A. to the U.P.A. and that we are entitled to that money for services 
rendered." 

Rn.bbi Breslau contended tbat he could understand whore Dr, Hise was s oli­
citous about tho funds for Palestine not being converted to other purposes. 
Rabbi l3reslau, ho\1ever, was equally concerned about the money being spont by the 
U.P • .A. He asked "what difference does it make if U.P.A. money is given as a sub­
vention to the Z.O.A. or is spent by the U.P • .A.. as part of its budget to enlarge 
its program r,hen the z.o . .A. has facilities to do that .dnd of work. The u.P • .1. 
even negotiated with the Z.O.A. to co-ordinate that kind. of work. The U.P.A. today 
is an organization uhic..11 does not raise monoy. All the U,P.A. is doing is main­
taining regional ficldmen. The Regions exist to do the ::ind of work which ought 
to be done exclusi,vel;y· b~r the z. O • .l~.. This money should be given to and controlled 

~Y the z. O.A. I would like to lmor1 nhy the U.P, :\. has to a-pend $139,000 when it 
is not actively engaged in a campaign to got money. I do see some reason for tho 
J.N.F. '8 having a large budget, because it is raising money independently. Mr. 
Mentor points out that t:iey need conferences to contaet their followers. Mr. 
Shetzer had continued conversations with Mr. lJontor in reference to co-ordinating 
the work of the U.P •. A. and z. O • .A. As soon as Mr. Shetzer tried to implement co­
ordination, ho got nouhero_ Tiby cannot men service the Z.O.A. and U,P.A.? Mr. 
Mentor did not think it uas possible and opposed, seventy-five -percent of the 
U.P.A. 's budget being s-oent through the Z.O.A. Speaking as a Zionist from 
\iashing ton, my recant eoncl usion is that seventy-five percent of the money being 

~--;.:_spent by the U.P.A. is uastcd money, It is producing results comparable to 
nl!at-Z. O. A. can do. u 

I. , Shetzor observed, in relation to \7hat Rabbi Breslau had to a~, that he 
had gone to Texas at the invitation of the U.P.A. He thought it would be a great 
opportunity to meet with tho U.P.A., az well az the z. O.A. to uork out a general 
field service agreed upon by Dr. Silver and Ur. Uontor. \Qian he camo domi to 
Texas, he nas told ho would have to get the agreement of the U.P.A. leaders in 
the State of Texas. The U.P."\. people felt that one man cannot represent the 
U.P •. t\. and the Zionists at t}ie same time. 

:Dr. '. iso wanted to blou whether the Executive Coimnittee was a\7are of the fact 
that t here wns objection on tho part of the Poale Zion and the i~izrachi to have 
one man represent both organizations. 

Rabbi Breslau averred that tho U,P.A. has created this idea. in the minds of 
its representatives and in the various comrrnmitios. 

Dr. Goldstein disagreed with Ur. Bernstein' a observations. He felt that 
around this table our prime consideration ia tho Z.O.A. etc., but over and above 
theso domestic capacities, l7C act here on behalf of Palestine. We are confronted 
toda_y ,nth pressure that comes from people in Palestine. Undor these circumstances, 
would we propose an additional $54,000 being given to the Z.O.A.? Dr. Goldstein 
belived that the z. O.A. could go out for a. special campaign and should not be 
deterred too easily by people in communities. Dr. Goldstein observed that the 
U.P.A. extension program launched some years ago was justified then, but uas n,ot 

\.' 
justified now that ,10 havo a U. J.A. and the U.P • .A. is no more than a receiving nganc 
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The U. P. A,. budget is out of pro-portion. He said that the U. P. •· is tho only 
organization in tho movement w:iic11 prooeods t n spend money ,,1th a free hand, 
partly because tho organization is not as tightly controlled b_y a democratic 
process as the z. o. A. or J.11.F. For yoare, Hr. Lfontor has b·oen able really 
to 110 almost as he pleased. Ho urged that either a portion of the lu:lministrati\C 
Fund expended b.,. tho U. P. A. be made available to the z. O. A. or that Rabbi 
Breslauts specifio suggestion bo adopted,, that certain phases of 1 ts work bo 
entrusted to the z. OciA. 

!4r. Lipsky pointed out that if the Z.O. A. increased its services, it 
uould not help t 1e z. o .. }~ position, because additional funds would bo spent 
on those services. 

Rabbi :Srcslau replied that t:1e u. P. A. had fieldmcn in tho communities, 
nhich could be covered by the Z. O. A. 

la, Lipslcy" declared t:1at the u. P. A. $54,000 subvention ooos not represent 
services at all. If the Z,O.A. would take the position that no want a larger 
sum to improve the services given to tho U. P. A. there would not be any oppot=1i-

;ion. \"fu!>.t l r. Lips:ty opposed \1a.B tho orgElnization•s asl.:ing for an ni.'"'1ount of 
money, presumably for services rendered, but t1a.s not giving a:ny indication of 
services. The z. O • .A. should publish a paper, serviceable to the U. P • .A. The 
Z. O.A. should abandon the idea that thoy a.re entitled to a flat rate for 
services rendered, should take tho position that whatever services it is in a 
position to render for t:':le U. P .. A., the U. P. A. s:1ould ~ for specially. 

l.1r. Gurfein made a substitute motion that tho dotailod budget of tho U.P.A. 
for the next fiscal yoa:r be submitted to the Z.O • .Aa Executive Committee with 
a viow to analysis of said budget with relation (1) to items deemed excessive 
in said budget, and (2) in regard specifically to items carried in that bud.got 
which can, upon a proper coordination, bo carried on the budget of tho z.o.A., 
if the proper funds a.re turned over to tho z.o.~\. for specific purposes thero 
mai nt aincd. 

Ur. Xonowitz as:,:ed to substitute the following motions 

11 .A Committee be appointed to meet vdth the ll'inanco Oommittoe of the 
U. P, A. to analyze the bud'!ot of tho U.P .. A. with a vie\"1 to assumption 
by the z. o ... .\. of such of the services no\1 rendered by the U.P.A. which 
might properly be rendered b :r t::1.e z. o . .A. and to report to the noxt 
mooting of this Executive with recommendations. 

lAr. Li:9EJlcy' suggested that the membors of that Oommittoo be exclusively those 
members of this Executive Oomri.1itteo who are members of the A. O. of tho U.P.A. 
or ~ho are in a position to decide the policies of tho U.P.A. If wo have not 
the right morally to further what we a.ro trying to do tonight, let us not do 
it. 

Dr. ~isc felt that if pcoplo not active in the leadership of the U,P • .A. 
would p1~csont t:10 case, it would be wch better. 

i,ir. Konowitzts motion was seconded and uas unanimously .ADOP.rED. 
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Pursuant to the authority granted to him by the z. O.A. Executive Corrnnittee 
at its December 13th meeting, Judge Levinthal appointed a committee t0 ~repare 
a slate of directors of the X. H. v1:10 uere members of the Z. O. A. tand to subr;11 t this 
list to t :i1e next annual meeting of the X. H. Judge Levinthal appointed on 'ljhis 
Committee: i.1r. Robert Szold, Uaurice l3oukstein, and Judge Bernard A. Rosenblat t .) 
i.1r. Lipsky and i.1rG Ress were also asked to serve, but Mr. Lipslcy would not serv·e, 
and ~.ir. Ress felt it was impossible for him to accept membership on this Oormnit•tee 
in view of his position as Chairman of the Keren Eeyesodo Judge Levinthal called 
to see I.:r. Lipslcy- personally and presented to him the list of names that was pr&­
pared by the above named Committee. Certain changes uere made on the list. Later 
Judge Levinthal tried to get lJr. Ress to meet with the Oomrnittee to present tho 
list t ~1at was recommended to him. l,ir. Ress replied that he would call a meeting 
of t he Nominating Committee of the Keren Hayesod at which Judge Rosenblatt could 
be :_present and submit n:ny names he pleased. At this point Judge Levinthal read 
a lotter he had received from Judge Rosenblatt rri th r eference to this matter, the 
substance of uhich was ~~at the Nominating Committee had voted dorm the list sub­
mitted and t:1at they \7ould present t:1eir list. This latter list contained many 
names that v,ere recommended, but also eliminated many others and substitutions 
were made ·.-;hic..'h did not appear on the original list as submitted by the Committee. 

Judge Levinthal read the ninety.five names the Committee recornmendod and which 
are attached herewith Appendix A. 

He also read the Resolution on Coordination adopted at the Cincinnati Con­
vention. 

A motion was adopted by the majority of the members of the Executive Com-­
mittee, Louis Lipslcy- and :Rabbi Miller dissenting, authorizing Judge Levinthal to 
submit to Ur. Ress, t he Chainnan of the Board of Directors of the K. H., a list 
(Appendix A) of the only z .. O • .A... members qualified as elig.fQ.~ to serve as members 
of the Board of Directors of the K~ H, for the ensuing term ~d to notify these 
designees of their nomination and to request acceptance of such nominations. 

Mr. Lipslcy- suggested t ·:1at something be done before tho Xcren ~esod meeting 
to make · it knoun what has beon done and to soe whether, in the light of the 
passing of this motion, the X. H. would not adopt the list which ,ve have approved 
and that the list be forwarded to the X.,li. with a letter asking the 'Uominating 
Committee to adopt these 95 names as tho sole names to represent the z.o.A. 

illr. J:.Teumann felt that the l:Tominating Committee of the LH. was not a proper 
coimni ttee and that a cow of the motion adopted by the Executive Committee, to­
gether with a cop:, of the 1 ist should go to every manber on the MClllinating Oom­
mi ttee who is a member of the z. O.Ae and in addition should go to every member 
of the z. O. A. contained on the list nominated by the X. IL • 

Judge Levintr~l felt it ma.y be necessary to place the list in The New Pales­
tine and Dos Yiddishe l'olk and ask all the members of the z. O. A. to vote for that 
list only when attending tho Xeren Ha.yesod meeting and in accordance with the 
llesolution unanimously adopted at the Zionist Convention in Cincinnati. 
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Rabbi Miller asked, "Suppose Mr. X has been nominated by the :Board of the 
Xeren I{eyesod Directors, and is also a member of the Z.O.A. and is el ected as a 
contributor, is it not possible for him to serve? 

Judge Levinthal replied that the only alternative Mr. X would have was to 
resign from the Zionist Organization of America.. 

Er. Lips3Y pointed out that the statement made by the President inferred 
that a member of the Z.O.A. is bound either to accept the position of the Z.O.A. 
convention or resign. He felt that there is no such implication in membership 
in the Z, O.A.; that we have always gone on the theory that any person who is a 
member of the z. O. A. is al WBJ1'S a member and even though he may not pa.v his dues, 
he is still a member and is obligated to the z. o. A., but he cannot be bound as 
a member of the Z. o.~ He has a right to remain a member of the z. O.A. and no 
one can ask him to r esign. 

Judge Levinthal said that the constitution of the Z.O.A. provides that every 
member of the z. O • .A... shall subscribe to the :Basle program and shall comply with 
the resolutions adopted by the World Zionist Organization and the Zionist Organi­
zation of America. 

Since a few designees will be unable to serve on the X. H. Board a: Directors, 
Judge Levinthal, on January 26th, wrote a letter to f:Nery member of the Executive 
Committee asking for the power to make substitution~ on the list of 95 persons 
designated by the Executive Oommittee as authorized to serve, if elected, as 
directors of the X. He for the ensuing term. Tho authority to make substitutions 
was granted to Judge Levinthal in writing by the members of the Executive Com-. 
mittee. 

IV. :B'INANCIAt BEFORT A.ND l3UDGlm! •• l3y Irving Lipkowi tz 

In accordance with the decision of the meeting of the Executive held on 
October 12, 1941, to refer the budget back to the Budget Committee for the re­
consideration of the allocations for Dos Yiddishe Yolk, the New Palestine and the 
Hebrew Subsidies, I wish to report on behalf of the Budget Oomnittee that at its 
meeting on Frida.Y, November 7, 1941, the following decisions were reached: 

l) 

2) 

T~ the financial condition of the Organization makes it impossible 
to al.locate for Hebrew Subsidies a sum larger than $7,500, and that 
for the four months ending January :31, 1942, the sum of $500. a month 
be paid to Had.oar and Histadruth Ivrith in the proportion of 2/3 and 
l/3 respectively, or $333,33 to Hadoar and $166.66 to the Histadruth 
Ivrith. A sub-committee is now considering future payments. 

THA!t' a conference was held by the Budget Oommittee with Dr. s . J3ernstein 
regarding the budget of Dos Y"iddishe J'olk. Mter an analysis of the 
cost, the conclusion was reached that the present allocation of $5,800. 
to Dos Yiddishe Jolk will permit the publication of fourteen issues 
of the magazine, and that a larger allocation 1s impossible in view of 
our financi~ ciraumstances. 
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in view of the constant rise in the cost of paper and labor. It 
seems almost definite that the budget of $29,000. allottod m.11 
have to be increased by approximately $6,000 to take care of J.9 = 
issues during the year. The !\udget and Office Management Com­
mitt ee is studying this particilar item of the budget and will 
report further to this Comnittee. 

Ur. Robert Bernstein moved that the report be accepted as read. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Mordecai lConorlitz and was unanimously accepted. 

V. REPORT OM TS STATUS OF TB:m .AMERICAN EMERG~OY COl&AirrrEE FOR 
ZIONIST .AF~A.IES AND rn PCLITICAL SITUATION - By Fmanuel Neumann 

The resolution adopted by the Z.O.A. Zxecutive Committee on November 12, 
1941. in the reference to the Emergency Oommi ttee was adopted by the Emergency 
Oommittee • .A Specific Comnittee was appointed and by-la~s were drafted and 
were adopt ed. substantially as prepared. The by-1 aws provided for the name to 
be .American F.mergency Comnittee for Zionist Affairs; provided for 26 members 
consisting of eight members at-large, five designees of the Z.O.A., five of the 
Hadassah, and four of each of the other two parties. The eight at-large are 
simply original members and include Mrs. Rose Jacobs as a member of the Exe~ · 
tive. Substantially, it meano that the z. O • .A. has seven original menbers pl.us 
five designated members or 12 in total and if you add to that six of Hadassah, 
thore are loft eight out of 26 who are members of ether two pa.i•ties. The 
Fmergeney Oommitteo is to have a Chairman and Treasurer and other officers as 
may be elected and tho Office Comni ttee is to have a Oh.airman. This Office 
Committee is to consist of 2 representatives of the Z.O . .A., 2 of Hadassah, 1 of 
Mizraohi, and 1 of Poal e Zion pl us officers of the limergency Oommi ttee 
( Chairman and ~reasurer) plus three others el acted at-large from members of the 
E.O. The Parties finally agreed to that co~sition, which in their view givos 
the z. O • .A. overnhelming preponderanco. Mrs. Rose Hal.porn has been designated 
Chairman of the Public Relations Committee. The members of the Public Rolations 
Committee are not members of the Office Committee nor the Jimergency Committee 
and are people who can be useful in that field. The Public Relations Oommittoe 
has begun to function, has had several meetings, and 1s procoeding with its 
m>rk systematically. Today we have appointed apolitical Steering Oommittee and 
authorized Dr. Wise to dosignato two othcr .oembers to that Oonrnittoo. I was in 
conferenco m.th David Bon Gu.rion, and wo decided on a small Political Steering 
Oommi ttoo of threo0 of which Judgo Levinthal will servo as a member with Dr. 
Wise and a third member. Ue havo also docidod to appoint a small Oommittoo on 
Publications. Wo plan to issuo a number of publications. 

Ue also took up an oxtcndod program of work for Froergoney Oommittoo. The 
»norgoncy Commi ttoo bud.git in 1941 end in 1940 uas $50,000 a yoor and was 
provided by tho Exocuti vo. Those funds aro to bo incroasod to $:1.001 ooo. Wo havo 
considorod certain oxtontions of nou activities, such as a roprosontativo in 
'Washington to wrk with non-Jew and also to do certain rosoarch \7ork. Mr. Szold 
is Chairman of Oommittoo on Personnel and uill bo assistod by Mrs. Pool and 
mysol.£. It is understood that thoro arc to bo appointed a number of othor 
standing cormnittocs or commissions in lino with Mr. Szoldls suggestions. Those 
Oormnittoos arc not to sit as manbors of tho limorgoney Oomnittoo. They will 
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be peoplo a-ppointed because of their qualifications for certain specific jobs, 
drawing in o.-- much as possible people from the outside, 

~he by-laws contain important provisions which Judge Levinthal and I had 
worked out, including finances of the :Einergency Committee, actively by Z.O.A., and 
various expenses and funds to meet the requirements of registration or non­
registration. It was also agreed that if any of the matters we introduced into the 
by-lawa were not acceptable to the z. O. A., it could be reopened. It was done in 
a hannonious spirit and whon ,~ are given a chance to go ovor them we will have 
the by-la,;,s in good shape, We decided to have a Nominating Committee to bring 
in names of officers to consist of one representative of each of tho four groups, 
designated by tho various groups, \7ho should present a slate of the l!mergency 
Oommittoe names, The z. O • .A. will have the power to nar.ne suoh representatives on 
the Nominn.ting Committee. Tho Z, O.A. is entitled under the by-la\1S to name its 
representatives to tho !mergency Committee.It 

Judge Levinthal supplemontcd Hr. Neumann's report by stating that he spent a 
great deal. of time on the structural phase of the Jimergency Committee, He felt 
that it was absolutely essential that it be recognized. For the sake of unity 
and harmony, Judge Levinthal finally compromised that the eight members originally 
named by the Exocutivo should not be rego.rded a.s ropresentatives of the z. O . .A., 
since they were designated by the Uorld Zionist Organization as tho .American 
Zionists who are not acoountablo to the z. O.A. ar.d ranain members throughout the 
life of tho Committee. The fivo to be named by tho Z.O,A. uill serve for a term 
of six months or a year, and then they m.11 be chal'lged, and more members will bo 
given an opportunity to serve. The Political Committee will consist of three 
members who will be a Steering Cormni ttee on political matters. There will be a 
Oommi ttee ,1hioh will be a clearing committee. In addition to that, there will bo 
local connnittces set up, The idea is to get as many persons to enlist in our 
cause as possible. People who are not members have been invited to come to mee~ 
ing,and have rondored valuable services and promised more service. Thore ~ill bo 
26 members of the ]lnergoncy Oommitteo, 11 members of the Office Committee; a 
commission on political affairs; a commission on public relations; a commission on 
economic affairs. etc, Judge Levinthal folt that tRo Fmorgeney Comnittee has boon 
grappling with some difficm,J.t problems and has done mighty fine job considering 
the difficulties. As the Emergency Committee is set up now, members of tho Z,O,A. 
will be ablo to play a leading role in that Canmittee. 

Mr. Lips]cy' moved that the Z,O,.A. Zxccutive Committee adopt the spirit of the 
by-laws which have beon summarized by Mr. Neumann, 

Mr. Szold pointed out that the by~laws drafted did not include the clause 
nhich appeared in the fundamental. cha.rtor a.nd was approved by the Executive Com­
mittee, namely, that the functions 0£ the Emergency Committee must be agreed to 
by each participating body• I think we ought to make t·hat perfectly plain, 

Mr. Lipsky suggested that the clauso read: "The activities of the Enorgency 
Oontnitteo shall consist of such activities as aro of common intorost to tho four 
organizations." 

Mr, Szold requested that to tho latter clauso bo added the fivo point program 
of common interest agreed to by all organizations. 
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Judge Levinthal pointed out that that means that every time the Emergency 
Oonmittee decided upon an activity, it uould have to be referred to all parties 
for approval and hence great dealy woulJ. rcsul t. 

Mr . Szold said he was opposed to the Fmergency Committoe 1 s carrying out any 
other functions uhich have not been agreed to. 

Mr. Lipsky moved the adoption in principle the by-lawa and report of Mr. 
Neumann and do everything that is necessary and proper to effectuate them by 
authorizing the President to name the Z.O . .A. ts five representatives and memb ers of 
the Nominating Committee. 

The motion was unanimously CARRIED. 

It was also unanimously agreed that the representatives of the z. O.A. on the 
Emergency Committee submit the budget of the Fniergency Committee to the z.o.A. 
Executive Committee for review and approval. 

•n. THE JEITIS H Amt.{: 

.A.motion \1as unanimously adopted that the Z.O.A.. Executive Committee i nstruct 
its representatives on the Fmergeney Committee to endeavor to continue ne~otiations 
r.1th the Oommi ttee for a Je'.7ish Arrrq so that there will be general agreement and 
action by the Emergency Committee and the Committee for a Jewish Army, if the 
Emergency Cormnittee cannot be -prevailed upon to take such action and if the 
negotiations are brok:dn off betr1een the Oommi ttee for a Jewish ,Arrrry and the :Emer­
gency Committee, then~he President is authorized to appoint a Committee on behalf 
of the Z.O.A. to nogoliate further with the Committee for the J ewish A.:rnzy' and to 
report back to the Executive Committee. 

The meeting adjourned at 12: 30 F. M, 

Respectfully submitted 

Simon Shatzer 
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iro THE MEUBERS Clr THE N~IONAL ADMINISTlU.TIVE 
COUNCIL AND TO .ALL DISTRIC1rS .AND REGIONAL CH.A.I~ 
OF THE ZIONIST ORG:ANIZA!rION OB' AMERICA.a 

Dear Friendl 

CABLE: AODRE:SS 

Z I ON I STS 
BENTLEY 'S CODE 

In view of the many inquiries I have recently received as to 
the position of our Organization with regard to thG ~Jewish 
.Army Oomnitteeff and its published appeal for support and ecn­
tributions, I deem it necessary to nnk~ the followi~ statements 

You lalow1 of course, that in the Pro~lama.tion u.nanimou.t:\ly adopted 
at our last Convention, we urged the British 1:;evernment to heed 
the demand of the Yishuv for the right to estahlish a. "Jewish 
military force under British command"• \1hen1 afte~ many promises 
and delaYst the Jewish Agency's proposal for the organization of 
a Jewish .Army was rejected. about two months ago, Dr. Ohaim 
Weizmann issued a. vehement protest in London, a.nd shortly there­
after. on December 2, 1941, I personally addressed a. press con­
ference in Washington specially arranged for the purpose of 
presenting to American public opinion the attitude of the Zionist 
Organization of America on this important question. (Sea The 
New Pal estine1 December 12, 1941 1 pp. &.8.) 

l'or months the Aroerioan !mergency Committee for Zionist .Affairs, 
in which all Zionist bodies are represented and in whose leader ... 
ship the Zionist Organization of America pla¥S an important pa.rt, 
has ~onducted an effective campaign 1n the press in support of 
a Jewish Army to be reeruited in Palestine, 

In the meantime, the Jewish .A:rtrJy ~onmittee was organized under 
the Chairmonsbip of that gallant champion of our cause, that 
tried and true friend of the Zionist Orgonieation of .America, 
Mr. Pierre Van Pa.assen• and on the initiative of a group whieh, 
though not officially a eommittee of the Irgun, is composed. of 
peraons affiliated with that organization. !s you lmow, the 
Irgun. is the extreme wing of the Revisionist Party, wh1oh 
seceded from the World Zionist Organization several years ago, 
Mally of the sponsors of the Jewish A.nrq Committee are non­
Zionists and non-Jews, who, while they are in sympathy with 
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the demand for a Jem.sh military force, and ready to lend their nnme~ as a 
token of that sympathy, are probably unaware of the fact that the JewiS!l 
.Agency has been actively concerned with the problems since we:r broke out, 

During the past weeks the En::ergeney Committee and the Arrey Committee have 
through their representatives been exploring the possibilities of a joint 
or coordinated effort on behalf of a Jewish Army. While these negotiations 
have not been fully terminated, it is a fact that serious problems have 
arisen and it is by no means clear whethe~ certain difficulties in regard 
to policy. organization and methods of work can be overcome. Obviously, 
Zionists cannot be part of any effort on behalf of a Jewish arnv or of any 
other important Zionist objective unless the vital interests of the Zionist 
movement and the cause itself are safeguarded.. Even if the difficultie~ 
referred to should be ironed out 1 we do not lmow whether we would approve 
the raising of public funds for financir¥; the prop~anda and administration 
of this effort . 

The whole subject is engaging our most serious attention at this moment, 
A definite decision on the attitude of the z. a. A.. and other Zionist bodies 
may be expected very soon. Until such a decision is made, an attitude of 
caution is indicated, It does not s~em to us desirable for members of th.A 
z. O. A.. either to contribute funds or to lend their adherence to the Jewish 
Army Committee, pending a clarification of the issues. 

\Vhether or not an agreement will be reached, please rest assured that your 
Organization will continue vigorously to support the YishuvJs just ~laim to 
the right to fight as a distinct military force in this war for justice and 
righteousness. I shall, of course, keep you further informed on this matter. 
Xirrlly convey the ~ontents of this letter to our members and friends• 

With Zionls greetings 1 I am 

Sincerely yours, 

0 <O. 
~~~ 

Louis E. Levinthal, 
President 
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, v_\.Slll~ CVr<> N .D.C. February 10th, 1942 

TO THE }.(EMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE 
COUNCIL AND TO .ALL DiaTRICT .A.ND R~GI ON.AL CHAIRMEN 
OF THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERIC.A.: 

Dear Friend: 

CABLE: ADDRESS 

ZIONISTS 
B NTLEY·s CODE 

You w1ll recall that I sent you a letter on Ja.mie.ry 
15th in which I informed you of the negotiations t hen 
pending between the American »nergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs and the Committee for a Jewish lrmY• I 
then expressed t he hope that the negotiation~ might re­
sult in a mu.tually satisfactory agreement. Unfortunately, 
it now becomes my duty to inform you that all efforts to 
achieve harmony and coordination have proved futile. 

.la I explained previousl y, the initiative for the 
organization of the ..A.rmy Committee came from a group 
associated with the Irgu.n Zewai Leumi; they are chiefly 
responsible for the active managEIIlent of that Oommi ttee .. 
The "Irgu.n" ie an extremist gr oup in Palestine and ia an 
off~shoot of the Revisionist movement : It has no connec­
tion with the Haganah, the responsibly controlled Jewish 
self~defense organization in Palestine wh i ch played so 
vital a part in the defense of the Yishu.v throughout the 
period of the riots. The "Irgun" has consistently refused 
to recognize the authority of the Jewish .Agency end the 
Vaad Leumi. 

Despite the connection existing between the Committee 
for a Jewish ~ and the 11 Irgun" • a connection which has 
never been denied . the .American Bnergency Committee, i n 
the leadership- of which the Z.O.J... plays an important part, 
aou.ght to come to an amicable arrangement with their r epre .. 
aentatives, to avoid oonfusion and duplication of effort. 
We Zionists, of course, considered it essential that all 
activities on behalf of the formation of a Jewish J.rmy- a 
maJor Zionist taalc -- be conducted under the aegis of the 
recognized Zionist organizations and leadership. Unfor­
tunately, the Committee for a Jewiah Jnq did not accept 
this major premise, and negotiations were, therefore, die-____ _, 

continued. 
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This does not mean, however, that our activity on be­
half of a Jewish military force is to be dropped. On the 
contrary, the Jroerican !,mergency Committee and its consti­
tuent organizations. The Zionist Organization of .America, 
Hadassah, Poale Zion and Mizrachi, are continuing energeti­
cally to support the demand of the Yishuv and of the Jewish 
Agency for the right to form a Jewish military force based 
on Palestine. • 

You probably have already read of the large masa meet-
ing held in Carnegie Hall, New York, on Wednesday e~ening, 
February 4th. I am enclosing a copy of the Resolution which, 
as President of the Zionist Organization of .America, I presen­
ted at the mass meeting and which was unanimously adbpted. 

It is our sincere belief that our non-Jewish neighbors 
as well as the Jewish masses in .America will join in urging 
that the Jewish community of Palestine be accorded the right 
to do their share for the preservation of democracy by fight­
ing under their own flag and colors under ~lied Command. It 
ia our Zionist duty to help mobilize public opinion to this 
end. J:nt we must act · as responsible and disciplined Zionists. 

With Zion's greetings, I am 

LEL:bg 
encl, 

1aithfully you.rs, 

Louie E. ~vinthal 
.. 
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MINUTES OF 'l?HE Z, O. A. EJGQY'rIVE OOMMI'rT~~UTG ,HELD ON T~~DAY, 
F]J3RUARY 1 ?rH1 19421 4: 30 P, LI., .Af 'l?HE ASTOR H<1rEL 1 NEW YORK CITY• 

PlDS~: J'udgo Louis F.. Levinthal, presiding; Robert Bornstein, Mo.urico 
::Boukstcin, Rnbbi Isruloro Breslo.u., Jud.go Harry ]'ishor, Jacob Fishman, Daniel 
Frisch, Dr. Isro.ol. Goldstein, Hn.rry Greyer, MUrrey I. Gurfoin, Mordecai 
Xonortitz, Dr. Harris J. Levine, Rabbi Israol H. Levinthnl, :Rabbi Irving Miller.. 
Etl.1.Iluol NoumDll:n, Mrs. 'rorJar do Sola Pool, Berno.rd G. Bu.dolph, Lillian Schoolmo.n, 
Avuk.oh; Louis z. Spioglor, De~ey D. Stone, Robert Szold, and Simon Shctzer. 

BY INVITATION: Oa.rl Al.port, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Fd•:mrd A. Normnn, Col. A. H. 
Rosenberg, BY"num A. Schul.son nnd Horman ·i/oisma.n. 

EXCUSES FOR ABSENC]1 REC3IVi;P ,FROM: Philip :Barron, Bnbbi Irurnott R. Brickr.1.er 1 

A. K. Epstein, Dr. Ho..rry Friodonwol.d, Abrahnm Goldberg, Babbi Solomon Goldl:1nn, 
Abrn.hnr.i Goldstein, Cocil R. Gordon, Dr. Jo.nos G. Hell er, E. I. Ka.ufr.1nnn 1 

Louis Lipsey• J'udgo J'ulio.n w. Mn.ck, Louis P. Rocker, Chns J. Rosonbloo□• Judge 
Morris Rothonbcrg 1 Zzra z. Shapiro, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Hon. Elihu D. 
Stone, Hnrry Taltiff, and Dr. Stephen s. Wiso. 

The Exocutivo Conrnittcc o.pprovod tho ninutos of the last mooting n.nd a 
correction uns noted tha.t Ra.bbi Israel H, L 1,.;Vintha.1. hoo attended the l ast 
mooting of tho Executive Comr.iittco. 

I. REPORT OF EnCtJTIV2i DIRECTOR: 

Iiir. Shotzor reported thnt as of Jaxro.a:ry 31st, tho paid up nemborship of 
tho Z.O • .A. \"las 19 1 324 as cornpri.rod ,nth 18,634 on tho same do.to l n.st yonr, 
accounting for a nominal. incroaso of 690 members, which is a fair ~ain under 
tho;circunstancos, and roprosonts n reversal of tho trond during tho r.10nth of 
Dccc!!lbor, 1941. As of Fobruc-u-y 16th, 1942, the z. 0. A. had a paid up ocnbcrship 
of 22 11 192 as comparod r,ith 22,250 for tho samo period lnst yca:r. .As of February 
16th, 1942, tho z. 0. A. had 3, 997 no\7 members ns compnrod to 41 201 during the 
s mo period in 1941. • Tho Pros idont' s Chapter mcnborship n.s of Fcbrur-i.ry 16th 
was 256 as compo.rod to 278 n. ycnr ago. Tho President 1 s Chapter membership ro­
prosents tho returns secured by Mr. Xauf'mo.nnls nml solicitation nlmost exclusive­
ly. Tho districts did practically no ~ork on Prcsidont1s Chapter noi~orship 
nnd did not toke ndvnnt~o of this meoborship to supplor 0 ont their present 
r ovonuo. 

The finnncin.1. roport uns most encouraging. In addition to the decline 
in the deficit reported in Dccombor, 1941, Mr. Shatzer reported n further 
reduction of $1.0, 733 in January, \7hich represents approxinntoly M $ 18,000 
docronso in tho z. O.A. deficit from tho high of $85,000. As of February 1st, 
1942, the deficit wns $66,813 ns conpP.rod to $85,000 on DecQI!lber 1st, 1941. 
During tho pnst several ,1ooks,. tho national office sont 1ottors over Judge 
Lovi:1thoJ.'e signature to the districts throughout tho country ncquo.inting then 
y/ith our financial situation o.nd requesting tho□ to call parlor meetings to 
raise funds. totters vrcro nlso sent to tho Executive Cor:1r.1ittoo members informing 
thorn that despite Rabbi :Brcslau• a generous efforts, tho rosul. 113 to date ho.vo 
not been.sufficient. to tho letters sent to all of the oonbors of tho Executive 
Cot1mittoo asking thOI!l to o.dviso on \1ho.t do.toe thoy uould be nvo.iln.blo to 
attend parlor meetings to rniso funds for the Zionist Orgnniz~tion of A':lerico. 
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.Adminislirative Fund, only three responded. Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
~ollkstein and Daniel Frisch sent replies offering their services. 
to these three members, ,;re called upon Deuey Stone to go to Lynn, 
D. Stone to New Bedford, Uass., and Ezra Shapiro to Rochester, N. 
some funds towards the liquidation of the deficit. 

- 2 -

!/aurice 
In addition 

Uasa, Zlihu 
Y • to raise 

Since the convention about ten or eleven thousand dollars came in for the 
deficit fund on the pledges made in Cincinnati, among which was the $1500 
raised by Robert Bernstein in Philadelphia. Rabbi Brcslau visited Norfolk uhere 
they promised $1500 to $2000 dollars, and Richmond, whore only o. nominal amount 
was raised. In Buffalo Rabbi Breslau met with representatives of the 1/estern 
New York Region, uhere :Buffalo, Syracuse and Rochester each accepted a quota 
of ~2000. The Western Ntm York Region promised to send $500 from their Region's 
treasury to be applied tor1ard reducing the deficit. The \/ashington District, 
through Rabbi Breslaut s efforts pledged to raiso $300 vii thin a month. 

Mr. Shetzer reported further that the President had been in Boston recently 
where he received $1000 through the efforts of Dency Stone, \7ho promised to 
raise additional sums. Judge Levinthal had also visited Chicago uhero they 
undertook to raise $7500, under the leadership om. H. Harris, A. X. :;;_pstein1 

Col. Rosenberg , and Judge Fisher. $4,200 was plod.god by Chicngo on tho same 
•evening of the meeting. iar, Shatzer had visited Mil\78.ukoe, Columbus, rnd 
Dayton and has promised that these Districts would assumo a fair share of 
responsibil 1 ty • 

l~r. Shetzer reported progress in tho implementation of the Regional Reorga­
nization program. In tho Tri-State Region, Ohio Valley Region, Northern Ohio, 
and the lower Peninsula of iAichigan, llr • I. G. S1mon is s orving as tho Dir0otor 
rrith Pittsburgh as the central office. Ur. Sidney Marks, a New York attorney 
\7a8 engaged as a field man for l~0\7 Jersey and Eastern Pennsylvania.. The Brooklyn 
Rog ion has come under tho no\7 regional program, has given up its off i co and 
moved all its equipnont into tho Uetropolitan ~urowls office. Mr. Shetzor 
stated he \7aB negotiating for field mon for Brooklyn, and the Connecticut -
Rhode Island area. Tho Southeastern and Bronx-Upper Manhattan and Westchester 
Regions are already operating under tho Regionol Reorganization Plan. Rabbi 
.Abraham Haselkorn is serving the ])npire State and \7estern Now York Regions in 
a voluntary basis. Most of the unaffiliated Districts which had been retaining 
$2.oo per mcmbor -are now remitting $4.00 instead of $3.00 per member. 

il'ir. Shetzer reported that there had been o. uoll attended and enthusiastic 
meeting held in Ne\1 York on Swida_y, February 8th, of our national. Advisory :mi.uca- : 
tional Council under the Chainnanship of l)r. Samuel IA. :Blumonfiold, at \7hich 
wore discussod tho content and technique of Zionist education. ~his meoting 
established a spl.ondid spirit of cooperation bet\10en the z. O.A. and the Jeuish 
educators and the voluntary support of a number of them v,e,(J established. 

On Sundey, Fob rua.ry 15th in Now York City, the z. 0., A. , for the first t imo 
in two years, convenod a confcronco to mich were invited tho Presidents and 
Socrotarios of all Ue\1 York Districts and Regions, Chairmen ';f membership 
committees and key membership workors. There was an attendanco of over 400. 
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The meeting concerned itself generally with the entire Z.O.A. program and 
specifically with Z.O.A. membership activities. FO\tr regions and sixteen 
districts had been invited to report on the progress of their membership work 
so far this year. President Levinthal delivered a splendid address; Mr. Neumann 
reported on the political situation; an excellent Palestine movie was shown, and 
a report on the Youth Commission uas given by Dr. Bardin. 

Mr. Shatzer reported that the national office is planning to supplanent 
the regular channels of communication between the office and the district leaders 
through a z.o,A. News-Letter, which is not to take the place of the NeTT Palestine, 
but will provide a medium for more intimate comnninication. The first of such 
issues will treat of the availability of outstanding Zionist literature, the 
Zionist Archives and Library, defense activitiew in our districts, Shalach manos 
for Purim in the form of defense stamps and bonds, the waiving of payment of 
membership dues for men in the armed forces, the President ts Chapter, Palestine 
wines, etc. etc., The Ne~s-Letter will not add to our budgetary expenses. 

Judge Levinthal pointed out to the members of the Executive Committee that 
not much can be done in liquidating the deficit without the cooperation of all 
the members of the Executive Committee and urged all to cooperate fully by taking 
on a definite number of assignments and to report to Mr. Shatzer or himself 
before adjournment what dates each has open and what comn:nmi ties he ,;-rcru.ld pref er 
to visit. 

Ur. l)ev,ey Stone reported that he uas ready to accept any engagement and 
suggested that the smaller districts be urged to raise money through an inten­
sified membership drive for $25.00 membership. 

II. REPORT OF THZ J:m7ISH NATIONAL Mfp: 

Rabbi Goldstein reported that the J,N.F. Administration for the year 1942 
is about to be constituted. The z.o.A. has sent in its list of demgnees. These 
together with those selected by the other parties will meet '11h.ursday, February 
19th, to appoint the balance of the !oard. 

Judge Levinthal reported that the next number of The Neu Palestine will be 
dedicated specially to the J.U.J'. 

I II, !lEPQRT OF TEE DB.EN lU.DSOD: 

Rabbi Miller reported that the February 16th meeting of the Board of Direc­
tor& of the X.H. closed uith the unanimous acceptance of a elate of the ne~ 125 
Directors of the X.H. agreed upon in negotiations which had been going on before 
and during the course of the meeting. 

Daniel Frisch inquired uhether all the persons recommended by the z.o.A.. to 
serve had accepted and were on the agreed slate. 
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Mr. Boukstcin stated th~t ho wonted to cakx:, it vory clear for the record 
that uhethor or not tho ngrood list of onndidatos for tho Board of Directors 
of tho X. H. is oloctcd, it docs not roprosont in his opinion, tho fulfilloont 
either in lotter or spirit of tho Rosolution on Ooordination adopted at tho 
convention. Mr. ~oukstoin rofusod to yield in a:ny uoy on tho proposition that 
ncmbors of tho z. o. A. on tho :Board of tho r. B. should bo ony- other than thoao 
designated by tho Executive of tho Z. a.A. as spoeifically sot forth in tho 
Resolution on Ooordination adopted at tho lnst convention. 

Judge Levinthal sto.tod that at tho last mooting of tho Executive ho 
presented a list of sono 95 nnnos and assumed that thoro \70uld bo 95 oor.ibcrs 
of tho Z. O. A. oligibl o for mor.iborship on tho :Boo.rd of Directors of tho i. H. 
Subsequently ho uroto to tho 95 gontlcnon asking uhothor they uould servo, if 
elected. Sono doclinod to servo. Several vacancies uoro created nnd thoao 
noninoes had to be rcpln.cod. Ho hfl.d asked for and received tho written o.pproval 
of tho noribors of tho Exocutivo Cotlf!littoo to nako substitutions. He thon not 
,nth Judge Bernard A. Iiosonbln.tt, Rabbi Irving Miller and Chn.rloa Ross in nn 
off ort to rcneh hal'I:lonious arrn.ngcnonts to nnko subs ti tut ions. .Aft or that oooting 
there \1['.9 an~thor nooting between Mo.urico Boukstoin and Judgo Rosenblatt and 
Chnrlos Ross at uhich Jud.go Levinthal. thought nn Otroonont had boon roached. Tho 
Ponlc Zion and Mizrachi rofusod to ngroo to this ngroCDont. Fino.l.ly, there ooro 
other negotiations n.nd \70 now hnvo a 1 ist of 125 naoos - 92 of tho 125 being 
ncnbors of the z. O. A. .A. nunbor of the persons '7h'> ·.-1oro included in tho original. 
Z.O,A. list. uho did not decline, had to bo oliminn.tod to nak:o for harnony. 

Douoy Stone reported that n.t tho lnst nooting of tho X. R. Bon.rd of 
Directors, tho I!Iizrnchi m:mtod t\7o more nones; the Poole Zion uantod five, co.king 
seven in ru.1. J'udgc .•:iorris Rothenberg conceived tho idon of no.!dng 7 Honorary 
Vico-Chniroon and to strike sovon nnoos off the list. Of tho seven, five woro 
nndo honorary VicerOho.ir□on roproaonting tho z. O.A.; opo Mizraohi, o.nd one Poole 
Zion, all honorary Vico-.Chnirnon ui thout voting rights. Tho not rosul t wn.s tho 
nct'll<..,,J. chnngo of tuo no.nos. 

Mr. Frisch suggested that l.!r. Shotzor should bo instructed to odviso tho 
X. ll., tho J.N.F,, o.nd tho U.P • .A. to call nootings about tho sooo tino tho.t tho 
Z,O.A. Executive Oor.nittoo neats. Bo folt it \7ould bo ouch bettor if thoso 
groups uould coordinate their activitios ond havo oootings oonsocutivcly, thus 
nn.ldng 1 t oa.sior for out-of-tounors to a.ttond all nootings. 

Rabbi Miller novod that tho Exocutivo Oor.nittoo approvo tho list of tho 
~onrd of Directors of tho X.H, as agreed to o.t tho last oooting of tho l3oo.rd 
of Directors of tho !oron Boyosod. 

Mr. Stone seconded tho notion insofar o.s tho 92 z. O.A. roprosontat1vos 
nro concornod, 

lhurico Boukstoin urgod that Rabbi Millorts notior ·na out of order, bocauso 
tho z~ a.A. has nlrontzy approvod its omi 11st • 

.Douoy Stone spooking on tho notion, folt that tho latitudo given tho 
President to nn...~o substitutions could oovor tho oattor. 
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The Executive Oonmittoe finally agrood that tho list of tho :Board of Direo­
tors of the Xoron Hayosod approved by tho prosont !oard of Directors of the 
Xeron Hn.yosod be accopted with tho understanding that tho Prosidont of the z. O.A. 
has tho right to moko any substitutions if aey z. O.A. mombor doclinos to servo. 

Mr. J3oukstoin ask:od to be rccordod as not voting on tho latter motinn. 

IV, REP~ 011 'r@ M®IW PALES~INE lPUNDt 

Judge Lovinthol introducod Mr. Edward A. Norman, who statod"I want to soy 
first that I apprccin.to your ldndnoss in inviting mo to como boi'oro your mooting 
to explain tho purposes of tho American Pal.ostino l'tmd. 

Tho .Amoricnn Pal ostinc Fund wn.s organized to donl with difforont institu­
tions in Palestine that wore and arc scoking funds in this country on their own 
boho.lf, indopondont and outside of tho public funds such ns the U.P.A., Gcvork­
schaftcn, HD.da.ssah, Hobrow University, etc. Tho rnn.ttor bogall to interest mo, 
as a rosul t of tho fact that a groat ma..w individuals, some throe or four yoo.rs 
ago o.nd up to now wore coning here from Polostino to raise monoy for one a.ctivity 
or a..11othcr nnd aoomod to come into my off ico \-d th groo.t froquoncy. A good II1D.lV 
of thom CD.Inc with letters from institutions in Pnlostino, from mon ~horn, I mot 
on cry sovcrol tripe to Palostino c.sking mo to raise fundso Sovorol en.sos wont 
beyond that nnd I uns askod r,hothor I would undorta}a) to orgnnizo an Am.cricnn 
Oommittco or society of friends for their institutions, which I would have boon 
glad to nid a.a mu.ch as I could. I felt it ootild bo impossible to do offoetivo 
fund raising in this country m.th such ropotition of approachos to the publie. 
J'inally, I found zcysolf disou.ssing this subject uith others who had boon faced 
with similar probloms. Gradually, tho idoo grow up to organize ono oommittoo 
to run o. lnrgo carnpn.ign a...'ld distributo tho money to difforont institutions in 
Palostino. The gl'oup finally soanod to soloct mo in a. rn.thor informal. \70:, to 
investigate tho q~ostion inn caroful mo.nnor and that meant communicating with 
various instit·utions in PPlcstino and load.ors of i'-und-raising orgn.nlzntions in 
this country. ~1to n. long time passed in \1hich a. good mo.ny letters wore o~ 
changed bot\7oon horo and Prilostino. The rosul. t v,as thet practioolly all tho 
people communicated rlith :·,ore keen on having someone horo, m.thout sending their 
own rcprcscnta.tivo hero. On this sido, loaders suggostod that thoy \7ould 
Tiolcomc institutions that would undorteko tho burdon of ovoluating different 
activities. After tho course of tuo years of discussion and investigation, this 
group finally docidod to got started and organized itself into n Oornmit~oo nnd 
soloctod tho name of 11 .Amorican Pal.ostino Jund.ff. Tho specific pur"9osoe of tho 
.American Pal ost inc Fund, I think, can bo sunmod up as o.pproxioo.toly six; tho 
first of which is to bo more offootivo in this count~✓ in !.und~raising for tho 
institutions in Palostino dosorving support, but unable to got it vin publio 
funda. Sooond, to roduco tho cost of solicitation in this country for notivitios 
in Palestine. 'rhird, to so.vo tho onorgios of our lend.ors uho aro intcrostod in 
n.11 aspects of Pnlostino work. J'ourth, tho public in this country soorns to bo 
becoming nntogonistic to appeals from Pal ostino and sooms to bo developing nn 
attitude of not \70!lting to hoar o.nything about it, J'ifth, competition nn.s 
developing botwcan various caTJpmgns. Sixth, finally, to try to diroct funds 
contributed from this count:rtJ to \rortey activiti~s in Polostino nnd to try, if 
possible, to provont money going to nctivitios uhich had good roprosontativo in 
u. s. but i,hich, caroful 1nvostigntion \70uld shou, did not dosorvo support. 
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We decided tha.t success in this kind of o.otivity could only bo possible 
if a. non-pn.rtisnn body ·.:ore orgnnizod on uhich o.11 aspects of J\nericl'lll Jouish 
1 if c .rero ropros en tod0 Wo, thorof oro, undertook, then, to t1ork out nn ini t inl 
budget nnd it m1S n. very hnrd job to do. Thora uoro a. nunbor of net i vi tics in 
Pnlestino asking to be included in this fund. We fol t, tho.t \11th no r ecord 
of n.cconpl ishr:1cnt nnd just beginning, ·.10 could not o.ccopt all those ins ti tut ions. 
fie decided for the first year, uhich did not got under ney until tho end of 
Septcnbcr, 1941 to include o. fc~ institutions that scened to bo closest to tho 
prn.cticnl needs of Polestino in thoso dn;rs. Thero uoro sovon and all hn.d to do 
rri th oconor:ic or funct ionol 1 if o in Pru. ca tino. Thay nro: Tho Hobror, Ins ti tuto 
of Technology in Ha.if a; Mikvah Israel Agricultural School; Bn.ifo. Tccbl'licun High 
School; Hnifn Nnuticol School; .Ancricnn F,conor.1ic Oor:irrl.ttoo for Pnlostino; tho 
JuJ.inn i. Unck Craft School nncl Uork Shops nnd Mey er Rosonbcrgls Trn.do School 
for Yor.1onitos, Thero 10rc rJQ..l\V others mU1ting to be includod but uo did not 
f ool no coul. d to:Ite than oll in, 

We nndo n. beginning in the Foll, n.."ld sent out prospectuses in tho Spring 
to t 'ilo :iolf o.ro Funds. \7o uero too l 'l.to for r.:ost cru.1paigns nnd uo did not got 
cnlls to nppco.r before tho '7clfn.ro Funds until this pnst Foll, '\Vo ro-o nt tho 
beginning of our ·:rork. We soCIJ to bo gottiI¥?; o. fnvoro.blo roo.ction fron tho 
Wolfn.ro Funds, uho nro pl.cased thn.t there ,-,ill bo o. rcproscntutivo body ,-,ho 
uill ~mo~ uhnt is being dona uith tho nonqy. It is true tho.t tho Council of 
Fedorn.tions o.nd Wolfa.ro Funds has sono a.rro.ngo:icnts \11th tho Vna.d Louni uhoroby 
they r,ill supply infornu.tion upon request. Tho Oouncil, as you Jmou. hn.s tho 
policy of never discussing nerits of appcnls und, t hor oforo, it is inpossiblo 
for iJclfa.ro Fu."'lds to J.1.dgo. The .;\Doriean Palestine l1'und un.s sot up on tho 
basis of n nn.tionn.1 bon.rd of directors m th fifty pl aces provided for under tho 
b~l~rm. lu.so nn Executive Conr.1ittoc of fifteen intended to noet as fr equently 
as possible. The Boord of Directors sQlocts tho officers '7ho a.re ipso fo.cto 
nonbors of tho hccutivo Oor.nittoo. It is nlso our purpose to orgnnizo o. 
Nn.tionru. Council uhich v1ill bo nr\do up of throe, four or five fri ends in onch 
coru:mnity of activities in Pclostino, in uhich m.11 bo roproscntod tho uelfo.ro 
fund ci tics of this country. At this point I f col that tho .i\norico.n Pru. ostino 
Fund very definitely needs to h~vo upon its boo.rd a great nn.ny nore Zionis t 
loo.d.ers thn.n it ha.a n.t tho present tino. We hn.vo fivo uoll-lmomi Zionists upon 
this Bonrd of Directors nnd sone of then a.ro nonbcr.s of tho l3oard of Trustees. 
Wo nood nn.ny norc thnn five. .:o hn.vo 25 directors \1ho n.ro not ncnb ors of tho 
z. o .. A. I personally hnvc soon to it thn.t thoro hn.vo ror.10.inod tuenty pl ncos 
unfilled on the Bon.rd in tl10 hope thnt Zionists uould fill those plnces. I 
h'lVO spo1~on to sono of the lorulors, including your President, about this natter 
nnd ho auggostod the best thing uou.ld be to appear hero o.s I hnvo dona. 

Jud.go Lovinthol roportod that this natter uos dis:cussod uith ?Jr. Nomo.n 
at tho Clovolond U.P.A. Oonfcrcnco by Dr. Wiso o.nd Dr. Sil var and hiosolf nnd 
n.t Dr. Wiso•s suggestion, he invited .tir. Nornf.lll to o.ppoar before tho Exocutivo 
Oomittoo. i.1r. l!ontor fln.s out of tho city o.nd could not be present. Fron tho 
corros1:)ondonco Judge Lovinthol hn.d had nith Ur. ~,iontor, tho latter is opposed 
to the Z.O • .A. 1s approving directly or indirectly tho .~1ericnn Pnlostino Fund. 
3udgo Lovinthol fol t th~t this nnttor is of direct concern to tho U.P.J\. nnd 
tho z. o. "\.. could not t~.\.c nction u1 thout first discussing tho nntter \Ii th our 
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representatives of the U.P.A, Judge Levinthal suggested that a Committee be 
appointed to look into the matter and report back to the ~ecutive Committee. 

Rabbi Miller so moved. 

Rabbi Goldstein inquired approximately how mu.ch money had been received 
from Welfare Funds in the year 1941. 

Mr. Norman replied that the A.P.F. got a late start and in many cases only 
had discussions with budget conmittees for funds to be given upon completion 
of campaigns to be held. rangible results from welfare funds run to approximat&­
ly $9000. The balance of the money raised was from individuals totaling $34,000. 
A meeting of the Board of the .A..P.F. was not held because he hoped that the Zion­
ists ffl>Uld be represented there. He suggested a goal of about one quarter of a 
million dollars for 1942 to be distributed among a good many institutions in 
Palestine. Mr. Nonnan stated that Dr. Silver and Mr. Monter had told him and 
Ju.dge Levinthal "we are not opposed to the idea in principle, but we are worried 
about the effect on the U.J.A.. 11 Mr. Norman contended that the effect would 
rather be favorable than otherwise because of the fact that the Welfare !\lnd 
would know where they stand with regard to Palestine appeals at this time and 
would not ha.._,m_to make provisions for too large a number of appeals. He said 
he would not want to go ahead without ~ioniet participation in order to protect 
the z.o.A., the I.H. and LX, 

Mr. Xonowitz inquired of Mr. Norman whether he sought the formal support 
of the z.o.A.. as an organization or its members as individuals. 

Mr. Norman replied that the A,P.F. would receive Z,O.A. representatives 
in their individual capacities, but he believed that the z.o.J.. has a policy 
of approving the participation of its membershi1> in Palestine work. 

Mr. Frisch felt that this organization was a very needy one, but suggested, 
if possible, that the name be changed so that it nould not be misleading. He 
suggested 11 ,Ainerican ]Und for Palestine Institutions." 

Mr. Norman pointed out the name could be changed. 

Mr. Bernstein inquired whether any Zionists were on the Board at the 
present time? 

Mr. Norman replied that Messrs: I. 'B. Brodie, Mathan Straus, Ferdinand 
Sonneborn, Abraham Tu.lin and Frank Rosenbloon1 are the Zionists on the Board. 

Mr. Shatzer asked whether it was contemplated to include in the A.P.F, the 
Hechalutz, the Vaad J1tachon, Red Mogen Dovid, and similar funds. 

Mr. Norman replied that he 
definite inclusion of Hechalutz. 
a direct appeal to be included, 
them, 

hoped to recommend to the next meeting the 
Others have not approached the .A..P.F. with 

The .A..P,F~ has no principle not to include 
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- 8 -

Ur. Normnn replied thc.'lt there exists a com.rnittoo ,-,hich goos under the nnrno 
of tho Federated Council for P~lcstino Institutions, Tihich wns forr:i.ed SOQO time 
ngo to cnmpaign on behalf of religious institutions in Palestine. Tho .A.P.F. 
has no principle against inclus1o~ of such institutions, but if they ~i.re being 
tD.l:on co.re of, there is no need for duplication. If tho A. P.F. tried to cover 
tho field of religious institutions, its budget 11ould have t o bo much larger. 

The motion made nnd seconded to appoint a Oomnittoo to study the A.P.F. 
matter nnd to report back at the next mooting of tho Executive Committee \7D.S 

unani~ously adopted. 

V. THE COM~.IITTEE F ClR THE ~l7IS H .ARi4Y: 

Judge Levinthn.l rof erred to tho resolution ndoptcd at tho last mooting of 
tho Executive Cor..ir:1ittoo calling u~on the Energoncy ComrJittoo to continuc: 
negotiations with the COI:1r.1ittco for a Jo\7tsh Army and that if the marg,::,ncy 
Oor.IOittec rofus0-ct to continue such nogotin.tions, tho z. O.A. should enter into 
further negotiations on its orm bohal.f. Ho roquestcd Hr. Heumann to report on 
this matter. 

Mr. Moumnnn stated that a na,jori ty of tho Emergoncy Oommi ttoc and of its 
Office Comr.1ittce was not in favor of our going together uith tho Arr.v Conraittee 
and finally ogroed to sond a letter placing our deraMds rather sharply. It \7D.S 

understood, that, if tho Cor.nittoe for a Jewish .4J:rcy' accepted that letter 
unconditionnlly uithout a~r nodification, thon ,10 night cont l nue discussions. 
13ut if they did not accept it nholly, then vie uoro to have no further dis-
cuss ions with thorn. ?ho suggested letter ,1ns drmm up and the main point wns 
that r,o doranndcd that 311 that work should bo carried on under the aegis and 
direction nnd control of the ]bergency Cor.unittoe, in other ~ords, the Oor.1I11itt0e 
of tho Jor:ish .Arrrry to submit to tho authority and direction of the Emergency 
Comnittce To that cN:le n reply. The reply \7a8 neither nn acceptDJ1co nor a 
rojoction, but a. proposcl. thn.t the govorning bodies of tho .Arrrzy' Coor.1ittoo should 
be oomposcd noro or less ns follor,s: Thnt t/0 got fifty percent of the mer.ibor­
ship of the governing body and that tho Cha.irr.ian should b c one agreed upon 
betuoen us. Our Oor::JDittee rejectod thc.'1.t proposal and in rejecting it docided 
that thcro was no room for further negotiations. There \1oro diff orcncea of 
opinion all along as to ,1hother it \18.S doaira:blo to cone to sooe arrangement. 
Two organizations fol t very strongly on tho subject - It.1.do.ssah and Poole Zion. 
Tho Z.O.A. representatives uore divided ru.so, so that from a purl1$lenta.ry point 
of view there uas no possibility of the »nergeney :OoIJDittoe 1s or Office Oorrr 
nitteels reaching any othor course than that ,;:hich was tnken. Thn.t wo.s the 
decision n.nd for tho prosont no further discussion is going on betuccn us and 
tho Jcuish .An'Q Coor.1ittee. 

Jud.go Levinthal: Was there OJJY' decision by the ]lnergency Cocr.rl.ttee as to 
i.7hat our o.ttitudo should bo - ns to whether individual Zionists should n.ccopt 
~onbcrship on the Arr:ry Cor:nitteo. 

lar. Nournannl No official action. 
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VI. Z. O, 4. CONSTITUTION CCMMITTEZ t 

Mr. Frisch naked for an opportunity to present some rocomrnenda.tions to be 
submitted to the coming convention. He nskod the President to appoint a. Co~ 
mittee to consider such recommendntions. 

Iirr. Shatzer stated tha.t at the first meeting of the Executive Cormnittcc, 
n:f'ter the convention, Mr. Frisch had mo.do several proposals for amending tho 
constitution nnd by-laws. Tho suggestions wero offcrod by Mr. ? risch to remove 
from t he convention n.rona controversies which havo ploguod us in tho -p.'1.Bt. 

It \7l1.S moved, s·cconded nnd unanimously a.greed that a Constitution Conr.iitteo 
be appointed to consider tho suggestions of Mr. Frisch nnd DilY other suggestions 
that m_'\7 coco from the mOI!lbcrs or tha.t r.1ey be ini tinted by tho =nxocuti ve Com-
mi ttee . i tsolf. 

VII. OUTDOOR PUBLICITY: 

Ur. S::1.etzer subnitted ,rithout rcco[nendations [I. memorMdum from :~r. Ernest 
:Bn.rba.ro.sh, Director of tho z. O.A. Publicity Depn.rtmont 111th r eference to outdoor 
publicity on billboards ete. for the Z.O.A. 

It was moved, seconded nnd unanimously agreed tho.t tho mer.iorondum be ref orrod 
to the Public Relations Committee of tho a-Jor geney Oornrdttoe. 

VIII, NEXT A. O, .AND ;EXEMIVE CaoiITTEE l~IMG: 

It was unnni□ously adopted to hold tho next mooting of the National .Adminis­
trnttrc Council on Sunday, Mnroh 8th nt 10130 A. M. in Philndolphia and tho 
Executive Cor.lillitteo meet after the A. C. meeting. 

IX. EL1Ct12IVE caru1~~•s RECOMMENDATION OF 
CONfflilTION DATE .A1D CITY TO A, C,: 

·1r. Shatzer suggested thnt tho convention for 1942 be hold in tho Fnll so 
that there will be a full yoor of operations between conventions, sinco the lA.St 
convention was held in September 1941 nnd that the Z.O.A. invite Hadn.ssnh to 
hold its convention si:nul taneously ,1ith tho z. 0, A. with a joint opening nnd 
closing session, n joint dinner nnd joint sessions devoted to politic:u. affairs 
and public relations, to Youth problcrns and Zionist education. Since there arc 
so mnny nrens in \7hich we ha.vo cor.mion interests, uo ought to consider them 
jointly with Hadassah. Ur. Shatzer rocornmondod that tho convention be hold in 
Phil ndelphia or Atlantic City in vieu of the fact that tho lo.st convention \70.S 

held in the middle West. 

A-..discu.ssion of Mr. Shetzor 1s proposal followed in \7hich Rabbi Irving 
4filler, anbbi Isadore Bresln:u., Jacob Fishrann, Dc\7ey Stone, Dr. Isro.ol Goldstein, 
'\lld Mordeco.i X:onouitz participated. Argunonts for and ngo.inst the proposnl ,roro 
mo.de. 
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It wns finally unll.lli:;iously decided that the President bo er:1po ~-,ercd 
to appoint n CoDr.1itteo to explore tho possibilities of the z. 0. A. nnd 
Hndnssnh holding concurrent conventions and to report back nt the next 
meeting of the Executive Committoo. 

Tho mooting adjourned at 7:15 P. M. to rooonvono n.t 8: 30 in o. joint 
session rrith tho Nntionru. :Boo.rd of Hadnssnh at tho Park Contral. Hotel. 
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EVENING SESSION 
- 11 .... 

The evening session of the National ~ecutive Committee nus held jointly wit.· 
the National Board of Hadassah at the Park Central Hotel, New York City. 

Judge Levinthal presided over the first part of ~e meeting and Ers. Pool ovc r 
tho second half. 

There v,ere Present: Mesdames .Amram, .Ansell, Bender, B er'kman, :Brodie, Dana, 
Doniger, Dushkin, Ell is, Evans, Fierst, Golden, Goldman, Goodman, Gottesman, Graham, 
Halpern, Halprin, Hurr1itz, Jackson, Jacobs, Levin, neumann, Peyser, Pool, Rudnick, 
Schoolman, Shulman, Silver, Silverman, Strauss, Szold, Weiss, Miss ::Sejamin; 
representing z. o. A.: Messrs. Maurice M. Bouk:stein, Robert Bernstein, Jacob 
Fishman, Daniel Frisch, Murrey I. Gurfein, Mordecai Konomtz, :B. G. Rudolph, H.A. 
Schulson, Simon Shatzer, Louis E, Spiegler, Dewey D. Stone, Robert Szold, Judge 
Fisher, Judge Levinthal, Rabbi Isn.dore :Breslau, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Dr. Israel 
H. Levinthal; representing Junior Hadassah, the i·11isses Sul via :Orody, Ids. Lasser, 
Nell Ziff; represent~_ng Avukah, i!iss Lillian Sch(;(;lman; representing Youth Com­
mission, Dr. Shlomo :Bardin, i,1essra. Harry Fierst, Herman iioismnn; by invitation, 
Hesdames Sasia Erlich, Irmn. Ehrlich, Joseph Hamerman, Irma Lindheim, Susnn Rosen, 
Miss Lenore Levinthal, I,Iessrs. s. Cornfield and A Dickonst0in. 

Judge Levinthal opened the meeting by stating that it uas a great pleasuro to 
hold this joint meeting of the tTio boards. The ogenda prepared for tho evening 
was important and he feared that there v,ould not be sufficient time to cover it 
properly. Since ho felt that the most important piece of ,;1ork to be done by Zion­
ists was in tho field of public relations, he was calling f1.rst upon l,:rs. Samuel 
Halprin, Chairman of the Pu.bl ic Relations Comnittee established by the ltnerican 
B-nergency ~rmnittee for Zionist .Affairs, to outline the problems and lead the 
discussion on public .Relations Iiork. 

Mrs. Halpr~n stated that it was necessary to get to the core of tho problem 
of public relations work and to have a free expression of opinion since thcro 
were present at this meeting representatives from all parts of the country uho 
could contribute to the discussion on the basis of their personal l01ov:ledge and 
experience. It is a Zionist task of paramount importance to establish the proper 
relationship \11th Jewish and non-Jewish groups for the furtherance of Zionist 
aims. 

Last year local public relations comoitteos\1ere sot up in many comrrroni tics, 
but these had not boen properly mobilized as yet. The work of these committoos 
nmst be continuous a.~d organized, and must not be dictated by emargencics and 
sporadic in functioning. Thoroforo, it is essential to determine the proper set­
up of these cormnittees, as ~ell as their program, method of precodure and selec­
tion of -persornol. 

It had boon suggested that several centers bo chosen as the testing ground 
for tho rublic relations \1ork, those centers to be fed by tho cantor, and that 
from their experience a program for other pl aces could bo evol vcd. 

Mrs. Halprin then asked for comments and recommendations for tho setting up 
of adequate local public relations committees. 
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Judge Fisher (Chicago) took the floor first. He believes that today the 
greatest need of Zionists in the United States is public relations work, and it 
i-s important to decide how, where, when and by whom this work is to be done. 
Although a center such as Washington or New York City is needed, all the activity 
cannot go on in one place. Instructions and directions must emanate from a 
center to other parts of the country. In evecy community there are individuals 
who have an approach to and contacts with important circles in their own cornmu­
nitiea or in Washington and these persons IIlllst be used to maximum advantage, 
First, however, it is necessary to determine the general objectives we desire 
to achieve through these persons, 

As a first step, Judge Fisher stated, a group of key men and women through­
out the country mu.st be gathered together and asked to spend some time in frank 
discussion of the problem. From these people it nru.st be ascertained what they 
are ready to do and how it can be done • .After this preliminary survey of the 
field, as the needs arise and the work progresses, similar contacts can be made 
in other parts of the country. 

Judge Levinthal remarked here that 25 years ago the late Justice Brandeis 
had made the statement that every member of the z. o. A, is automatically a 
pu.blic relations person and should spread Zionism everywhere, every time, 

Mr. Jacob Fishman of New York agreed that key men are needed in the large 
cities for public relations work. 'rhere were many aspects to this question, 
but as he saw it, these three were most necessary! 

1. Public sentiment - Zionist organizations have been derelict in creating and 
arousing public sentiment on Zionist matters. The public is therefore confused 
and unintelligent, holding vague and unco-ordinated notions on the subject. 

2. Contacts of a political nature and legislation -- Mr. Fishman said that the 
resolution of the U, S. Government confirming the Balfour Declaration (just 
twenty years ago) was secured without mu.ch difficulty. We may have to press for 
another such resolution, and in anticipation of such a need we must make contacts 
with the State Department and the Cabinet, 

3. The press --- It is important to work in this field in order to achieve the 
first end, creating the proper public sentiment on Zionist --;~tters. This field 
has been sorely neglected, although of late a little progress has been made 
through the efforts of Mr. Emanuel Neumann, Editors are open to influence, 
especially if they are made to believe that their readers would \'Tant a particular 
topic to be discussed, 

Mr. Fishman felt that for this purpose, a special committee is needed, which 
is vigilant and on the alert to see uhat is printed and what should be printed, 
A library would be needed too, for receiving papers and pUblications for perusal 
by the committee, The Zionist public shou.ld be educated to react to what they 
read in the papers. However, it is first necessary to decide the stand we expect 
to take on an issue, before going to the public with the issue. 

Mr, Robert M. Bernstein of Philadelphia remarked that the communities do not 
have the funds required for public relations work and find it difficult to raise 
them. Be inquired uhether any plan to subsidize the local committees had been 
or uould be devised. 
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At this point, in order to clarify the dis~1ssion and direct it to the proper 
channels, Mrs. Halprin explained that what she desired to know was how the local 
public relations committees should function. Thus far the work had been done 
without a definite organizational structure. Mr. Neumann had done an excellent 
piece of uork in organizing the .American Palestine Committee, some local public 
relations committees had been established and now there was the Public Relations 
Oom.~ittee of the Emergency Committee, Should the key people or individuals 
referred to in the discussion work alone or through and with the local ·connnittees? 
We all recognize that only properly equipped persons can do a piece of work such 
as public relations, which is a nost delicate undertaking, and that irreparable 
damage can be done by even well-meaning persons who are not thoroughly informed 
on Zionist matters, 

1here is one part of public relations work which is purely educational and 
informative in nature, such as reaching rotary clubs, groups of university ,1omen, 
faculties in colleges -- circles uhich heretofore have been practically not tapped 
for Zionist understanding. There are also aspects of the uork \7hich have a 
political connotation. W:hat Mrs, Halprin desired to ascertain uas: 1) .Are the 
local public relations groups as at present set up the best medium for this uork? 
2) Shall the work be done through key people? __ 3). Shal 1 special groups be set -up 
in special parts of the country for this purpose? 

Mrs. Pool believed that Zionists all over the country should be asked to par­
ticipate in public relations ~ork and that action should be taken as a result of 
corporate thinking, which uould serve to strengthen Zionist morale. 

Mrs. Schoolman expressed the opinion that there are t,;10 nspects to the prob­
lem, One uas the educational task of infonning people on Zionist aims and under­
takings which uas probably the essence of Justice Brandeis' remarks; this uork 
cou.ld be done by individuals or groups as a form of public relations uork on a 
small scale. The other was a type of diplomatic public relations work requiring 
skill and the application of trained keen minds. When Hadassah had discussed 
this question, it had thought of using several oornnrunities as experimental centers 
for public relations uork. Mrs. Schoolman further felt that individuals uho were 
especially suited for public relations uork might be added to the National Public 
Relations Committee and be trained to serve in that field in their communities. 

Ur. taniel Frisch of Indianapolis said that Tie ourselves are not yet clear on 
several questions, such as the peace conference issues, and therefore it is diffi­
cult to proceed uith local committees. He felt that the only practical step nou 
is to set up a national public relations committee representing all Zionist bodies, 
with a budget for its expenditures. This committee will decide on all issues and 
uill send tuo or three paid uorkers through the country on behalf of public 
relations. 

Rabbi Isidore Breslau (Washington) said that many proposals and recommenda­
tions for public relations work had been made before this and the time had now 
~ome to decide upon action. The joint thinking of the Hadassah Board and the 
z.o.A, Executive had this evening indicated the framework for the organization 
and the Committee should be given the pouer to act. It is essential to select 
uith great care the peroons TTho are to carry on the public relations uork. 
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Rabbi Israel Goldstein pointed out that there is a question of time as well 
as of space. There are long-range objectives and immediate ones. The fir~t, the 
long-range objectives constitue the type of educational work uhich can be en­
trusted to large groups of Zioniots. The immediate objectives, such as the Jewish 
military force, must be interpreted by special persons, by a highly-selected group 
of individuals. Unfortunately, even ma;oy of the leaders of the World Zionist 
Organization do not speak the same language in regard to the problems confronting 
us. Dr. Goldstein here gave some instances of conflicting statements made on the 
same issue by Zionist leaders. He further stated that we must realize that, 
although all our efforts may not produce immediate results, nevertheless they are 
worthuhile. Although the protests against the White Paper were of no avail in 
securing the repeal of that document, still they helped to arouse Zionist senti­
ment in America and to corral it for action. There are two benefits accruing from 
public relations work, the first int he direction of achieving Zionist aims and 
purposes, the other in the stimulation of our own people to think and feel on 
these questions. 

Mrs. Pool noTT proposed a motion to set up local public relations committees 
and to st 1engthen the existing ones by direction from the center. Mrs. Halprin 
recommended an amendment to the motion. 

Mrs. Pool therefore rephrased her motion to include !.h's. Halprin 1 s amendment 
as follows: 

We recommend that the Public Relations Committee of the Energency 
Committee for Zionist Affairs be enlarged to include a number of key 
men and women from all parts of the country who are especially equipped 
and able to be helpful in this work: that the Public Relations Committee 
call a conference to plan and lay down the exact lines of ~ork for the 
Committee; that it further proceed to establish in a limited number of 
key cities local public relations committees composed in the same way 
as the National Public Relations Committee and that it direct these 
committees towards the proper ends; and further that where there are 
existing local public relations committees, they be strengthened by 
proper direction. 

On a second to this motion a vote was taken and the motion was passed 
unamimously, 

MR. SHETZER Is rnoRT 

Judge Levinthal then called upon Mr. Simon Shatzer, Executive Director of 
the z. o. A. to discuss the !)Ossibilities for cooperation bet~een Hadassah and 
the z. O. A. 

Mr. Shatzer spoke as follous: 

11 I did not knou till a minute ago that I was to lead a discussion on the 
possibility of cooperation between Hadassah and the z. o. A., and I therefore 
speak without any preparation whatever. I feel very keenly about this B'Ubject. 
There are a number of specific areas in uhich I thinl~ there is opportunity for 
splendid cooperation to the end that it nill serve the respective interests of 
the Zionist cause to uhich both organizations are committed. 
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"In many districts our people avail themselves of Hadassah lists to determine 
whether the husbands of Had.ass ah uomon are z. o. A. members. To some extent t:1at 
has proved successful. I don't l01ow uhother Ha.dassah chapters do the sane thing, 
but this is a very frutiful area. I think it is fallacious to assume t hat every 
husband of Hadassah member belongs to the Z.O.A., maldng tho houscnold a complete 
Zionist household. To the extent that a mombor of Hadassah does not soe that ma.lo 
moT'lbcrs belong to the z. o. A. and to the extent that a Zionist docs not see to it 
that the women belong to Hadassah, each has failed in the fulfillment of his 
Zionist affiliation. There should be greater emphasis for the extension of mem­
b ership for both organizations. 

"There ought to be □ore occn.sions of joint meetings of Hadassah and Zionist 
groups in the respective communities. In rzy own community, since 1929 y1hcn I 
first became President of the Detroit Zionist District, hardly a year passed when 
v,e did not have joint neotings. I wns c.r:iazed to learn that this is not customary 
in other cities. In a group I visited recently the suggestion ~as m.'.ldo that the 
Zionist District should establish a r;or.1ents division of the Z. O.A. Of course, ,-,e 
would not countennnco such action, but it grov, out of the realities of the situa,,. 
tion because Hadassah was not prepared to join m.th the Z.O.A. in a single ~coting 
during the course of the yeo:r. If there are other Ha.dassah chapters cf the semc 
mi~d, National Hadassah should promote, ns a matter of routine prograr.~ing, one 
or noro joint □eetings during the year. 

"In the field of publications and periodicals there is undoubtedly rooo for 
joint effort. If a Zionist household is a co□ploto Zionist hous :hold, a singlo 
periodical should be suff1.~ient for tho hor:io. Th.:l.t t10uld off oct ccono~,w and good 
publication since one single periodical could be very tmich bett or than tuo separate 
ones. I was discussing today with a director of another Zionist body t.o possibili­
ty of establishing a joint bureau for tho preparation and distribution of Zionist 
filr.1s, HA.dassnh,, tho UPA, JNF, and tho Geuorkschaften all use filns dow.ing m.th 
life in Palestine. ~e all knor; tho cnorr1ous expenso involved in preparing, editing 
and distributing those filr:1s. A joint burean could charge o. nominru. f eo and uso 
this fee to buy ono or two nou filw each yco:r for circulation thro bout the 
country. The some is true of n joint spoakerst buroau. Ono central off ice in 
the country, rnth ~crhaps rogionol officers, for Zionist gatherings of ru.l sorts, 
should be channelized. 

"Some progress is being mado in this direction on joint prograr.r.1ing. For 
Char.1isha Osor, for instance, Hada.s sah ask:od chapters to co :T.lU!li cate \7i th tho z. o. A. 
for joint progr[ims. For PuriQ colebrntions ~o instructed our district.offices to 
cor::ir:runicntc rnth Hndassah chapters to arro.ngo joint fcstivi\ics. The 'J.rea for 
joint progranning is very rlido nnd broad nm hn.s not boon oxlorod beyond tho surf nee. 

ff.Another i□porto.nt area of joint cooperation is not through n joint Hndassah -
z. O.A. Convention, but through sinul tano nus sopo.rnto conventions in the SE\DO ci cy. 
There could be separate quarters in different hotels, but thero should be joint 
functions perhaps for the opening and closing sessions. Tho cur:1ul~tivo effect of 
del egates representing 135,000 - 1501 000 Zionist r.cn and wo~on is greater than for 
85,00 or 50,00 separately. 

"We glory in tho fact that ,10 realized t~1ore is no diff erence bctr10cn boys and 
gi rls, and 1v10 havo established a joint Youth Zor.nission. Should not tile. snmo bo 
true for adult Zionist education? I ltno\7 there aro tochnical difficul tics, 
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Hndasso.h begins its convention on ·,;odnl, sdny and goos or. for nbout five dnys. \;o 
stnrt on Saturday night nnd nro 1 uclcy if we have a "i1iinyan" by Hondny r:iorning, 
\'le could both start our conventions on Saturdriy Md if tho men havo to 1 onvo, they 
could go 3.lid Hadassnh could continua its s0ssions.. Such an arrangement nould 
stimulate attendance of both non and woI'.!len, nnd husbands r-tnd wives ,,·,ould cone to 
tho conventions together, serving a good Zionist purpose, 

"I real izo nlso that Hndassah is accustomed to holding its conventions Into in 
October. Till last ycax the Zionist Organization held its conventions during July, 
Last yonx we hold it in Scptcr.ibor, We aro sufficiently interested to arrange our 
convention in October if H~dassDh would be willing to schedule its convention for 
tho second nook in October. All other technical difficulties could be ironed out. 
This ·:rould give us an opportunity to discuss other aroas of mutual cooperation 
for tho DU.tual gain of both groups. 11 

After !~r. Shotzer1s report, nhich uas not discussed further bocnusc of l r ck 
of time, Jud.go Levinthal announced that ho \7ould liko to appoint a cor.1r1ittoo of 
z. O. A. roprosontntivos, to moot 'iii th tho special commit too of Hadnssah nombcrs 
rthich :ars. Pool nould designate for tho purpose of considering nothods of joint 
cooperation in nll the fields proposed by Mr. Shotzor. On a vote duly tween, 
both prosidonts uorc authorized by their respective boards to appoint such 
coITIP.1ittoos. 

JOINr ZIONIST YOUTH COMMISSION: 

Jud.go Lovinthnl stated that Mr. Shotzorts ronnrk:s hnd pointed to possibilities 
for future cooperation betuoon Hadassah nnd tho Z.O .. t\. HoTTovor, there is one 
joint effort nhich is o.lroady in operation and on which a report uould bo r endered. 
Ho thorof oro call od upon Ur. Horman L. '::cisrnan: Chairr.ia.n of tho .Anoricnn Zionist 
Youth Cor1r1ission to report on tho progress of this undertaking. 

Mr, Harnan Hois□an: 11 I do not know \1hy the very idea of cooperation between 
tho z. o . .A. and it:1.dassDh should bo taken up so tontati voly or r1ith such or.used 
hesitancy. To ncnbors of tho Zionis~ Youth Coru:iission, joint meetings nro no 
novelty. I r.mst soy to you that in tno fifteen months during \1hich we hnvo been 
norking together, votes even on controvorsial questions ,1cro never tak:on along 
organizational lines, While tho Youth Cor.1t.1ission is cooposod of equal represen­
tatives fro□ Z.O.A. and Hadnsso.h, it functions as a Zionist entity \7ithout 
partisan lines. 

"I think it is i□portant to touch on gcnornl phnsos of our o.ct i vi ty ond 
perhaps to fl'ln.l:o sono cor..I!lont about tho significnnco of tl10 ,1orlc under \'TDY . 

"Tho Zionist Youth Co0t1ission uas appointod for sOI'.!lc gcncrol and sonc specific 
purposes. It Tia.s appointed because it was recognized that eo□ohou or other tho 
adult Zionists hr-d neglected almost entirely to dool in nn organized ur-:;,r ui th tho 
question of encouraging Zionist youth. Once tho noed uas recognized, r.ony people 
scened to forgot thnt there woro consequences of oarlier neglect, In othcrwrds, 
such youth orgn...~izntions as did exist during tho period of neglect or haphazard 
int er est (nnnifcsted through subsidies but no diroction), norc faulty. Some 
people b0gan to believe that as soon as tho Cotnission came into being, it could 
change tho si tun.tion over-night. We have not boon able to do that. 
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11We found four organizations in the ranka of General Zionists, namely: J'U.nior 
Hadassah, Masada, Avu.kah, and Young Judaea. I uontt go into details about each. 
I uill assume that you lrnoTT a good deal about the membership and the general age 
groups of these organizations. We found that these organizations, because of 
their history, uere important. H0never ueak they might be, they could not bo 
discarded or even interfered uith too ruddenly or radically uithout an attempt 
at understanding uhat it was that made throi ueak and what they would need to make 
them strong. We also recognized their importance as symbols. Therefore, despite 
great difficulties uhich faced us, ue docided not to mako radical changes unless 
ue were forced to do so. It Tias our idea to reconstruct those youth organizations 
on different levels of action as the occasion req11ired. D.lring the previous 
t~onty year period, tho financial support for these organizations did come from 
affiliated Zionists. Those youth organizations did not exist m.thout any direction 
or supervision from the adult groups. As a matter of fact they had adult control, 
but these adults uoro not, and in some instances even today are not, affiliated 
either with the z. o. A. or Hadassah. Even the intellectual and financial 
interest of the late Justice Brandeis did not serve to insulate a youth organi­
zation from an adult direction that uas not at all desirable. The road for accom­
plishing reconstruction was found to have three main branches. 

1. We undertook to give reality to the dictum that "Youth shall lead youth." 
The organizations needed to be streamlinod in their structure so that the leader­
ship would be responsive to a membership uhich had the right to change leaders 
and to elect new ones. 

2. We began to train the human material in these different organizations for 
leadership. Leadership does not mer6ly hapoon even among those with talent. They 
need very dofinito training, training which we found lacking, and from the lack 
of which these organizations had suffered. 

3. We undertook to provide an educational program for group uork and for the 
dovelopment of the type of Zionism that would reflect its true moaning and signi­
ficance in hnerican life. 

11 Roorganizational structure: nothing ,:-;as done or needed to be done in the case 
of Masada or Junior Hadassah. There uero no special problems there. There was a 
problem uhich we tackled 11ret in tho onee of Young Judaeae Thie Tas moGt impor­
tant because the organiz u.tion cmbracod impressionable youngsters ond it \7as 
important to clarify their structure e.s soon as possible. Somchou, for many 
years the structure of Yout~ Judaoa uas such that it stifled the ability of Young 
J'u.daea to grovr, to become articulate and to develop. 

"There uas a governing board that insulated the organization from its youth­
ful component parts, und several of the youth loaders recognized this. These uerc 
most a.rti~lato and enlisted our oo operation for malting an immediate refonn in 
the organizational structure of Young JUdaea. We did this along tho lines of 
preserving and liberating an autonomous structure. The plan was simple: To 
organize activo club leaders in Young J'Udaea in a Leaders' Association uhich uould 
elect a Council or Exocutive Committee; representatives of tho leaders and members 
of the Youth Commission uould constitute a sub-committeo to deal uith Young 
Judaean affairs. In addition, Aoniors botwoen the agos of 15 and 18 uould have 
a league of their omi. Recently, because of certain reforms in the Young JUdaea 
publication which made it not responsive to tho needs of the children bet~een 15 
and 18, we authorizod a nou publication for seniors alone. 
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"Thus fnr tho nlnn for tho roorgMizntion hns not \1orkod •;10ll. ·."lo think it 
,fill \70rk •:.rcll in t So vory noar future. Tho fact thnt it did not ·aork nt once is 
attribut~blo to causes over uhich uo had no control. At the first session under 
tho nm7 rcgir-10 n mnn r1ns oloctod Chainnnn e.nd ho mlS to appoint an Executive Com-
mi ttcc until one could be oloctod. The Cozmnittoo did not function for four months 
as a Coomittoo. Tho Senior League contemplated under tho nor, sot-up uo.s novor 
orgCU1i zod nnd never r.1ot. Recently, however, thoro has boon a chnngo in tho 1 ondor­
ship; t horo is n non chairr.inn and tho nou machinery is in operation inn woy that 
\7ill insure tho election of nn Executive Committee and tho orgnnization of tho 
Senior League, nnd ·.,e hope that Young Judaca uill floi~.rish. 

"Tho second orgo.nizational problcn \?hich ue faced is one in .Avuknh. Tho ,;,hole 
situation on tho c{lnpus is a very serious problem. Tho student populD..tion represents 
tho m03 t f ertile Md r.1ost talented typo of 1nterio.l to bo trained in Zionisn for 
l eadership nnd general. monborship. \fuat I have to say docs not refute, nor do I 
intend to gninsny tho fact that mo.ny nou chapters in Avulcah arc doing fine ~ork nnd 
that many of tho l oaders in .Avulta...11 throughout the country aro doing fin e \lork. 
Tho rank nnd file of Avukah arc good Zionists, but tho organization& structure 
presents a r eal problem. \mile tho student popul~tion changes repeatedly somchoTT 
tho control administrative co!1Dittcc of AVtl~ scorns to go on forever. By one 
device or nnothor n s□n.11 group in control aro people who nnintain thomsolvcs in 
poucr. In addition, there is a Faculty Advisory Commit t oo , but very f cw of tho 
faculti es in tho country arc actually roprcsontod. They have a publications com-
mi ttoo uhich functions in a vogue rm,v. , so that there is noi thor author nor cor.;­
□ittoo t o talco r esponsibility for r,hnt is being publis 10d. I noed not elaborate 
on tho i r:rportanco of this in o. wn;r emergency. 

11These o.ro not tho concl usions adults have roached independently of ;youth or 
oven tho ranl:s of AvuJcah. Thus, one of tho members of tho Youth Commission brings 
b aclt word fror:: one of tho chaptor presidents: 1The policy of tho control adminis­
trative corm:ii ttoo of Avukah is Noo-M:.r"Cist, not Jewish enough. For tho so.:.co of a 
mass approach they detract from tho f inol rosul ts by diluting tho Jo,dsh aspects 
of tho work on tho carnpus. I 

11 I'ho r osul ts nrc vory poor. Tho uork on tho car;1pus from a qualitative or 
a quanti tati vo point of vi1)U can b o ioprovod -- it nust bo improvod. So~o now 
fonnula may be worked out soon botnecn Avukah nnd Hillol ui thout diluting tho 
autonomy of Avulmh as a students• organization. ~his is sonothing in TThich tho 
Commiseicn has not yet succeeded. It is our next big job. Wo have be en patient 
\?ith Avuk.nh nnd I think it is high time no\7 that \70 :Como dom1 to brass tacJ:..s in 
order to gain for Zionism tho ldnd of roprosontation on the cDIJpus that it deserves. 
This can only be done by making constructive changes in organizational structure 
and responsibility. So much for tho orgnnizationol problcns. 

"Nm1, the other tuo points - leadership and educational matcrinl. Those aprl:r 
to all tho nrganizations. 

"Tho ~ost significant beginning that was na.do in terr.is of training youth loador­
ship was through the canp institute last sUl!lr.lcr. In a previous report \70 attached 
a largo nurabcr of l ottors fror.1 tho young people who wore nt tho cnr.1p, uho, on their 
own initiative, r;roto their inpressions of uhat thoy got out of their o.xpcrionco. 
Everybody in contact with that ~Dl!lp institute, rmich for a month gnvo intensified 
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Zionist training to some fifty young people sol octod for their potontinl londor­
ship, has said thnt that □othod of training leaders is n formula that should be 
explored nnd extended. 

11Tho other pnrt of trnining youth lenders consists in trying to nctivato tho 
Young Juda.ca activities . Wo havo found a. deplorable lack of leadership in Young 
Juda.on., In this, too, -..10 havo notr ins ti tutcd methods uhich n.ro cal cula.tod to open 
up tho runks for incroa.sod 1 ondorship for Young Judaoa., 

"On the question of oducationnl and progrnm matoriol, it is a very difficult 
m6ttor to tn.cldo. Uhnt or.iphnsis to soloct for prosontation of Je'7ish r.n.tt. ors to 
youth is n delicate problon. Thero, too, I bolievo ,10 havo □a.do a significnnt 
b~~inning. I don't kno\7 ho\"/ r.1o.ny of you sa\1 tho portfolio rcloa.sod by Dr. Kassler 
in connection vri th tho Young Judaoa prograr.i. And more rocontly, I don t t 1:nou 
hon many of 7ou sa.u 1Zionism and tho 't7orld Crisis' uhich is unit I of n s eries 
of st1dios. ]ut that is just a beginning. Wo approciato all tho nice things 
that have boon so.id about tnoso progrnma. Uc think y10 can oven do better. 
Tho country• s favorable reaction is grntifying of course, both to tho C0nr:1ission 
and to Dr. Bnrdin r,ho has gi von a groat doal of thought and study to the n i tuution, 
i7o uai tod for a. long tir.10 to find out from the youth groups \7hat kind of o.. progral:l 
thoy wanted. Ono group cnr.10 f orrm.rd ond saida Wo arc roa.dy to havo the comr.i.ission 
help us ,..ri th our progrorJ, It is our plan so far as possibl o not to do purol;:, a 
profossionnl. job, It is true that we recognize. tho nood of professional help 
and ~c have therefore ooployod Dr. Bnrdin a.nd Dr. Kessler. But we un.nt to avoid 
tho ldnd of approach that is so profossionnl. as to be dry and bookish. Thorcforo, 
it is our plan so far as the youth organizations m.11 rulo\7 us, to have tho youth 
organizations participate in tho dovolopnont of stir.rulating educational und 
progrnin r.iat orial. No'\71 if sor.10 of th0r.1 don't come forward, \70 will go along ,,ith 
those who do. I boliovo thnt all tho orgn.nizntions vru.l bo r,ith us in this vmrk 
ovonturuly. We fool thnt since no arc entrusted uith a budget uo have a groat 
responsibility and that by ond ln.rgo, tho organized Zionist bodies trill forgive 
us if wo appear to stop on n. fou toes o.s long as v,hat we aro doing is tight. 

";io have tacJd od a nunbor of other things, requiring diff oront act i vi ti cs. 
They tako a groat deal of time. :10 have sovorn.l sub-coranittoos uho a.ro ·,1orking 
hard. '1Ioro important still, \70 are thinking things through that soraohon soon 
olonontary and r,hich have not boon touched by others. 

11 Jc havo laid groat stress on a certain uay in nhich this whole idea of adult 
supervision and direction of youth uork uill take hold, Wo bolicvo it nill bo 
through direct contact botwoon responsible adult Zionists and tho Jouish youth 
in each c01~ir.mnity. In this connection, as you may knou, wo cobarlcod upon tho 
nattor of stirrrolating tho fornation of local Zionist youth cor.missiona. Of course, 
Hadassoh uont a bit too fast in their genius for organizational nccor.1plishr:1ont, 
but tho z. 0. A. will tag along. Ono hundrod twonty-oight youth cor.tnissions havo 
boon forr:1ed, somo in not very i□portnnt pln.cos. Sona of thoso have begun to 
function and have thonsolvoa r~alizod their responsibility to raise a local 
bud.got for local needs. Somo have hired directors, others havo bogun to finnnco 
courses for training loaders, Incidontally, this is tho wny in uhich \78 vdll bo 
able to give cnploymont throughtout tho country to tho leaders ,1hon, through 
camps or other noans, wo will be n.blo to train as loodors for group activity, 
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"I have not said anything nbout our underlying gonornl assignment - to 
approach Jo\1ish youth in centros, Tolmud Torahs, general Jm;ish \?Clf aro organiza­
tions or anyuhero. Some statistical. study claims that there arc about 350,000 
Jouish youth affiliatod uith one or another typo of Jcuish orgo.nizatior.. About 
83% have indicated a sympathy uith Zionism. Franldy, I don't knou uhat 1syr.ipathyt 
monns. I think that uith tho correct approach and tho right kind of material, 
TTO ought to mo.lee significant progress in enlisting Jcuish youth throughout tho 
country into tho ro.nks of Zionism, 

"I ,1nnt to say a nord of a gonoral naturo. During tho last ton years the 
youth problem hn.s coma to the fore in .America as never before. Tho youthful 
generation has boon subjected to a triple onslaught. First there uas depression 
and that stimulated the Federal Government to recognize the youth problem; thon 
there \las tho insidious ndvanco of Fascism and f inruly tho '7ar situation. 

11 It is perhaps no accident that during tho period uhon tho Federal Governr.1cnt 
rocognizod the need to do something about tho youth, tho ndult Zionist organiza­
tions nuoko to tho same neod. Immediately there started a great deal of talk 
uhich is still going on, about tho Zionist youth movonont. Tiithout going into 

• groat detail I r1ant to sey that qualified pooplo, roseachors Md others, have 
come to the conclusion that it cannot be snid that thoro is an .American youth 
movement in tho sense in \7hich tho torm wns originally used and applied to 
youth objectives Md activities in Europe. Thero is rmich loss justification, in 
mv judgoont, in spanking glibly nbout tho Zionist youth novomont. It doos not 
hurt to spook of it in a promotional. w~ as something to be nchi0vod provided we 
u..11dorsto.nd \7hat r,o arc talking about. So flU" as it is possible to do so, the 
Youth Comr.1ission rrlll stimulate and encourage that kind of mass adhoronco by 
Jouish Am0rican youth to Zionisr:i nnd its ob joctivos \7hich \:ill ul tinatoly justify 
tho term Zionist Youth !Aovomont. For tho time being rm truce n very simflll -premise. 
We soy th~t the Zionist youth movement uill remain tho projection of tho articulate 
feu, unloss tho ranlc ru1d file of Jouish youth who must bo the mainstny of a 
movcm nt bccono Zionist ~indod, Our job is to hasten tho dny uhon there shru.l 
flourish large organizntions of youth - nho aro ,1011 inforr.1od Zionists, true and 
devoted JoTTs, woll-balnncct ruid intelligent .Americans," 

MRS • ..w:JS '.L1E IN: 

Fol lov7ing Mr. Weisman' s report, Mrs. Eps toin, vico-cho.i r.tk'Ul of tho Youth 
CoI!lr.lission, supplemented his remarks vith a fou uorda. She referred particularly 
to the local Zionist Youth CommissioraPhich \7oro sot up in tho coIT.1UI1itie:s to 
implement tho ·olo.ns of tho Nationol Youth Con:n:1ission and to intograto tho youth 
work in tho cor.n:mnities. Thero ro-o nou 128 of those local. cormissions; not ru.l 
of them o.ro truly roprosontati vo of both the Z. o. A. and Hadnssah, but they arc 
developing ro1d arc a stop in tho right direction. Tho dcvolopnont of lcndorship 
is an ossontiol factor of the rrork and this is a task which some of the local 
commissions hnve undortokon. 

N1rs. Epstein stated that it is not possible to give the complete direction 
of the youth uork at this timo; the National Oor.]J!lission can stn.to its aims and 
purposes nnd provide the gonerru direction, tho local cor:imissions r.mst survey 
tho field nnd give thoir suggestions and rocommondations to tho center. Thero 
aro throe chief taslcs - to provide tho children for tho Young Ju.dnoa clubs and 
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l enders for the clubs, to sec th~t Junior Hndnssoh ho.s vitality nnd progrro:1, to 
provide r.ianpo\7cr for i,Io..sa.da, uhoso ru:r.lcs nro being greatly dopl otod du.ring this 
rm.r period. 

Bocnusc of tho linited time, thoro uns no discussion on tho reports of tho 
Youth Cor:.inission. 

I.m. DICE:E'JrnTEIN 1S SPE]CH: 

··lrs. Pool extended n. cordinl uolcor:ic on b oh-tl.f of tho mooting to ~ir • .A. 
Dic1~ons toin, of the !n.nk Hnr-ponlin of Tel Aviv. She greeted hin n.s a. Shl ia.ch 
Tsibbur fron Pnl ostino nnd so.id tho.t oll those ·present narc cager to h02.r the 
report by one so rvcontly arrived fron Zrotz Israel. 

Mr. Dickcnstcin spo~ro \fith r.mch conviction and aniJ:1Ution and t11orc /{1.S a 
spontaneous burst of o.pplausc a.t the conclusion of l1is ror.m.r~cs. 

Tho follo\ling is i.1r. Dickcnstein 1s speech: 

"I nn sorry thnt b ocnuso of rry report you rlill have to stoy for ri.nothor 
thirty r .. inutos, but I ta'co this opportunity to specie for two reasons: (1) I 
proniscd your pr0sid,.mt, and I hnvc a bnd habit of keeping pror-1 iscs. (2) Ben 
Gurion o..nd Knplnn told us in Pru. ostino that one of tho fou Zionist o.udiuncos r1ho 
cn...'11 listen to inforr.1r-i.tion nhich is not onbroidorod n.ttrnctivoly nnd uithout 
converting infomn.tion into propngMda is tho Bndassah National Bon.rd. I novor 
ha.d n.n opportunity to speak to tho Board and I nr.i anxious to prove his stntonont. 
Kn.plan snid that only Hn.do.ssoh noubors fool s.t homo rlith figures on Pal estine -
this, too, I nnnt to provo to r.zy-solf. I oust rro.rn you, hoY1ovort th'\t I l oft 
Pru.ostino nbout throe r~onths cto. HoTTOver, I rm.nt to toll you nostly nbout tho 
fooling of tho Yishuv fncturu.ly; fron recent lottors fro□ Palestine I l earn that 
t horo hns not boon nuch chongo in tho fooling of tho Yishuv during those throe 
nonths. 

11 I sh~l divide tho infornn.tion into three pnrts: Hor, people fool nbout the 
un.r in gonornl; hor, thoy fool about the r1o.r in the Near East; and hou they view 
tho political, oco:rronic n.nd s ocuri ty s i tunt ion. 

Ui7i th rognrd to tho uar situntion: Thero is no other plr'.co in tho .rnrld 
uhoro o. population fo ols so suro of tho ultinnto victory. I hnd nn opportunity, 
trrwoling n.11 over tho :British :F.i::roiro except tho British Isles, to observe people 
in na.ny plncos. lfowhoro did I ncct tho 1::ind of faith \70 fool in Pnlestinc. 
Porho.ps it is bocnuse our life is so tied up rlith tho outcomo of tho rm.r. Tho 
ultino.to victory is not ovon questioned. People don•t thinlc it possible thnt tho 
don ocrncios .,-,ill not nin tho r1f!X. About tho r,nr in the Noor East the fooling 
uas ru.\1oys that the dnnger uill novor cone fron the Goutho No ono consiJcrs 
seriously tho 1 i1tcl ihood thnt the Axis ·:,ill broulc through L ibyo.. Ther o il:-i.s even 
dofini to hope thn.t t:10 .Allies ,1ould destroy the Axis in Libya cor.1pl otoly. I hnd 
tho opportunity of i:1coting oith r.1ili tnry n.uthori tics, together ui th Shc,rtok n.nd 
Xaplnn. Onptain Uo.cLonn snid: •Tell .Anorica that they should not expect :Benghazi 
to b o t~~en in tvo ~ocl:s; oxplnin thnt it is not as ioportMt to destroy soldiers 
n.s to be close to supply bnscs. I 

11 Attention is being pnid noro to tho Russinn Front tha.n to Libya nnd t !1crc 
is norc f co.r ,-,i th rognrd to n. brook through tho Oauco.sus and Turkey's invol vcnont. 
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"As I mentioned before, the Zionist movement always had two political fronts: 
the first, the direct front of diplomacy; and the other, the building up of 
Palestine. If we dare to negotiate or ask for an arnzy- it is not because of a 
charter but because TTe have 550,000 Jews in Palestine. This is the political 
frontier in Palestine which is not least important. In daily life in Palestine, 
and in the daily negotiations with the government in Palestine, everybody knows 
that the British policy is based on the White Paper and the government does not 
try to deny it. The government tries from time to time to show the Jews and the 
.Arabs that the policy of the iVhite Paper is still in power. As a matter of fact, 
MacMichael and others in the Palestine Government, are attempting to organize an 
Arab group to validate the White Paper. I am of the opinion that they are 
permitting some of the .Arab prisoners who were imprisoned in Iraq to return to 
Palestine, with this aim in view. 

11Though officially the government is still faithful to the White Paper, 
there is the feeling that the government is seeking the cooperation of the Jewish 
people. 

11 Nov, for the economic situation! The main industry in Palestine in the past 
was the citrus industry. You know that Alooricans no longer send money for the 
maintenance of orange groves. In the last war money was transferred from America 
to Palestine for the preservation of orange groves. This time the British Govern­
ment is giving loans for this purpose, over half a million pounds having been 
given already. 

"I am proud to tell you also that we are expanding our mixed farming. The 
Government gave a large subsidy for this purpose. Government has al so helped 
in another manner. We have in our bank a fund to help people establish small 
fanns. LP 20,000 has been given by the Government through this medium for this 
purpose. It is evident that the Government ~illingly is seeking ways of coopera­
tion with the Jews since they realize the potential value of Palestine in the 
war effort. 

11Beforf> I left Pale st ine a special War Supply Board and a special office for 
regulating imports from the United States under the Lend-Lease Bill were estab­
lished. When officials were being appointed for these, the Jeuish Agency uas 
consulted. This uas the first time that the Agency was asked for advice on 
such a matter. Shapiro and Marcus were recommended and accepted. Thus in con­
sultations on raw materials, etc., Jews are being draml in. Does this not mean 
that they are seeking our cooperation? 

11.4.nother instance: We had only 13,000 special police­
men. Nou they have doubled the number of special policemen and ue have 26,000 
instead of 13,000. They doubled also the number of official e.mraunition arsenals. 

"In the day by day relationship uith the government, you can feel a desire to 
cooperate uith the Yishuv. I uas told by people in charge of the Political 
Department that in their daily meetings uith British officials and military 
authorities there is the feeling that the British are terribly disappointed uith 
the Arabs. MacMichael 1a primary interest is of course to serve his country. 
For thirty-five years that has been guiding him, and aluays uhen he uas among the 
.Arabs hr:3 thought that by appeasing the Arabs he uould best serve his country. 
All along he considered the Jews trouble-makers. It is difficult for him nou to 
admit he \7as wrong. Even some of us \vho are II?lloh younger than MacMichael find 
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it difficult to admit uhen ue are wrong. But for a Conservr.tive like MacMichael 
it is doubly hard. The younger people do admit it. Leo Cohen, Zaslani and 
others told me that they heard from British officials that they nou realize hon 
foolish British policy ~ith the Arabs uas. and hou helpful it uould be nou if 
there nere some tuo million Jeus in Palestine, uho cx,uld have been dra\m on for 
the campaigns in Libya and Singapore. 

~Shertok, too, feels that the British realize that after the war they will 
have to change their policy re Palestine. Some people in England are already 
malting proposals in this regard, but it will be a long time before any results 
are achieved. 

"You will ask why this change of attitude? As I told you in the beginning, 
we are a group of 550,000. We have 1~ million dunams of land, hundreds of 
settlements, we can repair tanks and machines in our workshops. This is why 
the attitude has changed. Also, our boys are fighting well and are dying for 
the cause. No one can deny that Palestine is now the war uorksho~ of the Near 
East. In Haifa tuo cruisers are being repaired. One of them I saw ~ith my own 
eyes. Thousands of machine gune, heavy guns. etc., would never be used again 
in the Near East if they could not have been repaired in Palestine. 

".Another reason for the friendly attitude on the part of the British is the 
fact that the Yishuv has really made an effort to be hospitable to the military 
forces stationed in Palest ine. The Je~ish .Agency has arranged organized trips 
to our settlements for officers and men who prefer not to s~end their holidays 
in Cairo. In Egypt, incidentally, the attitude towar ds the British forces is 
deplorable - there is shameful commercial exploitat i on, and you know hon pro­
Italian the government is. In .ynaq and Syria the Arabs do not cooperate with the 
British. You know the attitude of Palestinian Arabs towards enlistment. In view 
of all these considerations, even those Britishers who refuse to admit it, knou 
in their oun hearts that t he Britieh policy in the Near East must be changed. 

11Nou as to the security situation in Palestine: Although the .Arabs are now 
quiet in Palestine, don1t be surprised if they begin to riot again any day. 
You know that Palestine was not guieted by the government through t he arrest of 
the leaders of the riots or by confiscating their ammunition. The riots ceased 
suddenly as a result of an order given by the Mufti. When the Mlfti considers 
the time propitious, he will once again give an order to resume rioting. 
:E\lrthermore, before Syria was taken over, the Vichy French gave the Syrian .Arabs 
a great deal of ammunition which we knon will be used in good time. Moreover, 
the Haganah is now weakened because several thousand of their members have 
joined the forces. The Kibbutzim and the Haganah are the main sources of 
volunteers for the army. As a matter of fact, over SQ% of the officers among 
the Jews come from the Haganah. 

"Let me elaborate a little on the economic situation: Of the capital import­
ed into Palestine previously, 82 cents of each dollar was brought by the immi­
grant as private capital. Only 18 cents of each dollar was public money--income 
of the national funds, other collections, etc. In view of the discontinuance of 
private capital, it is a miracle that Palestine econoiey" has not collapsed. Not 
that there was no immigration at all into Palestine recently. Actually, some 
39,000 Jews crone into Palestine during the last two years. Jeus are coming, but 
they coroo without a penn_y in their pockets. Thus, there is no longer any source 
of private capital, on which depended the absorptive capacity of Palestine. 
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11The income of Xeren Kayemeth and Xeren Heyesod uill this year be LP264,000. 
less than the year before. There is no income from other countries. This year 
the only sourc~of income will be the United States, England and South .Africa. 

0Yet, despite the lack of private capital and the decrease in the income of 
the national funds, Palestine has managed to exist. :B\lrthennore, they mannged 
without serious disru~tion, to shift from a peacetime economy to a war economy. 
The British are now spending tuo or three million pounds per month in Palestine. 

11 In 1938-39 there were some a:) 1 000 Jewish workers employed in picking 
oranges. The ne~ immigration during the last tuo years brought about 39,000 
persons. Of late we have been losing places in orange groves been.use the groves 
cannot pay more than 18 p. a day, and a Jew cannot live on that mun in vie-r; of 
the more tha:n doubled cost of living, and in view of the fact that he can get 
40 p. a day TTorking on the roads. 

11 There is no unemployment. About 12,000 men went to the anny; perhaps 12,000 
were absorbed in public works. Palestine is a fortification nou that it has 
excellent roads• marvelous warehouses for ammunition, etc. There is a standing 
joke among our people uho are already assigning these buildings for ultimate 
use as dining halls, children•s houses, etc., and groups vie TTith each other for 
land in districts near these capital buildings. 

11 To return to the question of unemployment. Mixed farming has e.bsorbed about 
8,000 people; that mea:ns that our economic structure is much healthier. Industry 
absorbed about 12,000" We always thought ue had 30,000 ,1orkers in ind'llstry. The 
figure for November 1941 uas 42,000, In mixed fanning they actually have a 
shortage of workers. The Meshakim have given many people to the anny, and there 
is a lack of workers, particularly since their output has been doubled and in 
some cases even tripled, 

"The output in industry in Palestine in 1939 amounted to some nine million 
pounds; this year it reached 15 or 16 million pounds. This is because Labor and 
raw materials are very expensive. But if we provide for the army and have 
created employment for some 12,000, it is of course very irnportRI1t. 

"Finally, I am coming to uhat may be the most unpopular phase of my presenta­
tion - the Zionists• activities in Palestine. 

"Before I left they told me: Please tell the people in America that there are 
vast possibilities in Palestine today to do constr1.1ctive TTork. We never had such 
possibilities. First of all, ue can nou bey land. I uant to tell you that the 
Arabs have a definite belief in the ultimate victory of Hitler. The Arabs in 
Palestine knou that if Hitler wins the war, the land uill be uorthless and they 
are therefore anxious to se·ll at any price. I uant to tell you that in the 
Northern part of Syria, land uith uater is being sold for a shilling a du.nam. We 
can buy land now in Palestine for ,1hich ue paid LP a. -10. a du.nam for LP 1. and 
LP 2. Xaznelson and Granovsky asked me to tell you that ,1e ca:n now buy great 
tracts of land in Palestine. NoTT the Arabs are ready to sell the land; after the 
,1e.r, if the democracies win, the Arabs uon't want to sell. Land purchasing pos­
sibilities noTT are such as ue have never had before. 
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"Mou uith regard to colonization: I had the opportunity to go through the 
balance sheets \7ith some of our Meshekim. Last yeax ue built tno settlements in 
the Ifu.leh. They are planting peanuts, and TTill ultimately make Palestine self­
sustaining in fats. Though established only last year, these colonies uere already 
able to pey the interest on the loans advnnced to them by the Keren Hayesod. If 
such colonies are able to pay back on the investment, ne can assume that ne have 
a market for our products. The situation is in our favor because Palestine is not 
being flooded uith goods from Syria, etc, and because we have the army to supply. 
This gives us a chance to lnild settlements. We now have possibilities for coloni­
zation - uho knoi1s \?hen ne uill have such possibilities again. We also have great 
possibilities for industrial gronth and should take full advantage of them. 

11 If after the uar Palestine Tiill be in a position, under the best politiccl. 
conditions, to absorb only 20,000 Jews a year because of poor preparation, it uill 
be a great disappointment to all of us. To some people here, Palestine is merely 
a pnttern of life. To me - if ue can ebaorb many people, that is Zionism; if not, 
it is not Zionism. 

"The cormni ttee of post-uar aims under Dr. Rippin informs us that they are 
planning to absorb half a million Jeus in the first five years after the uar. The 
question is: If Jeus can be saved from the Galut in an orgnnized uay, uhat should 
be the first steps? The general idea of the plan is to save children from 15 to 
18, but instead of building schools in different settlements for them, the idea 
is to colonize them immediately and bring the teachers to them. Of course, t his 
involves a great deal of land. Up to nou we have colonized about 30,000. In 
order to colonize half a million in five years ue need so nru.ch more land. 

"rlhen I caine to this i tern I said it r1as very unpopular because I did not tmnt 
to criticize. In Palestine we all feel a bit despondent about this. True, 
political '1or1: is very important. It is essential, of course,-to provide· men for 
the army. :Bu.tin Pnlestine many feel that it is too bad that all leaders of the 
Zionist movement today give their best thoughts and energies to only one angle of 
the ,1ork. I have been here since December 7th. In t';Jo months I have made 43 
addresses, and in each one I have made an appeal for the purchase of land, uith no 
result. 

110f course the army is the main thing politically. Even the fact that ue 
are demanding a Jeuish army is important. But even this demand is listened to 
only because ,1e are non a factor in Palestine. My plea is the.t you help us pre­
pare Palestine for the future. Palestinian Jews donit need your help for them­
selves now. I ass.ire you that the averRge Jeu lives rmlch better in Palestine 
today than the average Jen in ,A1nerica. Life there is quieter and healthier. 
But the Jeus of Palestine feel delegated to prepare Palestine for thdUsands of 
Jews after the uar. This is the historic task of Palestine, and this is the time 
to prepare for it, After the war ue uill not be able to absorb stranded Jews 
unless at least the miniIIllIIl preperations uill be made nou. Zionism cMnot be 
regarded purely aa a spiritual movement; there is a practical movement as uell. 
Help us prepare Palestine nov.r for the Jeus uho uill have to come there later. 11 

Respectfully submitted 

Simon Shatzer 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

February 24th, 1942 

C ABLE: ADDRESS 

ZIO NISTS 
BENTLE Y'S COD 

The Nominations Committee of the American Emergency 
Committee for Zionist Affairs is to meet within the next few 
days. 'lhe Office Committee under the new by-laws is to be 
composed of 11 members of the full committee, plus the chair­
?!1En and the treasurer. Vfe are planning to nominate Dr. Stephen 
Wise for chairman and Robert Szold as treasurer. The z.o.A. 
is entitled to two designees on t he Off ice Committee, Hadassah 
two, Peale Zion one, and Mizrachi one, and three members are 
to be elected at large from among the members of the Einergency 
Committee. 

It is, of course, important that the Z.O.!~ repre­
sentatives attend as many meetings of the Office Committee as 
possible . I am anxious to have you serve as one of the repre­
sentatives of the z.o.A. on the Office Committee. The Office 
Committee meets otce a week. Cau ·we count on you to attend at 
least two meetings a month? Under the by-laws, alternates or 
deputies cannot serve for members of the Office Committee but 
only for members of the F.lllergency Committee who are absent. 
Please l et me hear from you at your very earliest convenience 
as the elections are to take place a~ the next meeting of the 
full F)nergency Committee, scheduled for March 4th and the Nom­
inations Committee should be in a position to come to a decision 
by the end of this week • 

With wann personal regards, 

IEL:bg 

P. s. You have, no doubt, seen the first of Reinhold Niebuhr's 
articles in the Nation. It is highly desirable that as many 
letters as possible from Jews and liberal noMjews be sent to 



Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver 

to the editors of the Nation commenting favorably on 
Niebuhr's presentation of the Jewish problem. A letter 
from you personally would be very valuable. It would 
also be helpful if some of your non~ewish friends in 
the ministry and other fields would write. Please sug­
gest that copies of their letters be sent to our office 
in washington. 

-



lareh 2, 1942 

Judge Louis l:!;. Levinthal, President 
Zionist Organization of America 
1720 - 16th St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

My <' ear Judge Levinthalt 

Let me thank you for your letter of Febru ry 24 
in which you requent me to serve as a repre ... entutive ot 
the z.o.A. on the Office Committee of the .Emergency Committee 
for Zionist Affairs. You ask me :hether you can count on 
me to ttend at least two meetings a month. I am afraid 
that I can not commit myself to such a chadule. As you 
kno• I shall be traveling around a gre t deal in connection 
with the U.J .A. campaigno. There re other meetings lbic.b 
I must attend, too. Under the cir cwn te:nces it would 
perhape be better if you would select o.ineone ho could be 
counted upon to attend regularly. 

With all good ishes, I remain 

Very cordially your 1 

AHSaBK 
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!U.ltOH 8th, 1942 1 il 4: 45 P • M, , AT THE BEt.NJ AJIJ.?I F'Et..~ Ill· HO'l?EI,.., 

PW:LADELl?HIA, Pa. ' 

PRESEN.I!: Judge Louis E, Levinthal, presiding; Robert Bernstein, Maurice M, 
Boukstein, Rabbi Isadore Breslau, Dr, James G, Heller, Dr, Harris J. Levine, 
Emanuel Neumann, Hon. Ezra Z, Shapiro, Louis E, Spiegler, Hon. Elihu D. stone, 
and Harry Takiff, representi~ Ma.sad.a, 

GUESTS: David Berger, Philadelphia, Fa..; Harry Cohen, Wilmi I¥ston, Del. ; Dr• 
Nahum Goldmann, Mendel N, Fisher and Henry Montor, of New York, and Mrs. Oscar 
Bender, Philadelphia, Pa. 

MEMBEBS OF THID STAFF: E, Barbarash, Dr, S1 Bardin, Rabbi Abraham Haselkorn, Zvi 
Leva.vy, Sidney Marks, H, ft• Schulson, Simon Shetzer, Dr, David Tannenbaum, and 
Tilla Hyams, 

EXCUSES FOR .ABSENCE WERE R~CEIVED FROM: Philip Barron, Rabbi Barnett R. Briclmer, 
A. X. Epstein, Judge Harry M, Fisher, Jacob Fishman, Dr, Harry Friedenwald1 

Daniel Frisch, .Abraham Goldberg, Rabbi Solomon Goldman, Abraham Gold.stein, Rabbi 
Israel Goldstein, Cecil R. Gordon, Harry Greyer, Murray I. Gu.rfein, E. I. Kaufmann, 
Mordecai Konowitz, Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal, Louis Lipsey, Judge Julian w. Mack, 
Rabbi Irving Miller, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Louis P. Rocker, Chas. J. Rosenbloom, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Bernard G, Rudolph, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Dewey D, 
Stone, Robert Szold, Herman L, ·jeisma.n, and Dr, Stephen s. Wise. 

I. THE KEREN HAYES OD t 

Dr, James G, Hellerts motion, seconded by Maurice M, Boukstein, was unanimous­
ly ad.opted by tho Z.O.A. Executive Committee that Judge Levinthal be empowered 
to appoint a committee of three to prepare a list of persona recommended by the 
Z. O·,.A, to serve as officers a.nd members of the .Administrative Committee of the 
Xeren lleyesod, and that the Board of Directors of the Keren Ha.vesod who are mem­
bers of the Z.O.A. be notified to attend a meeting preliminary to the Board of 
Directors meeting of the Xeren Ha3esod at which an agreement be reached among the 
z. O. A. members regarding the slate to be supported by the z. O. A. members at the 
next meeting of the Board of Directors of the Keren H83"esod.. 

II. THE AllIERICAN PALESTINE FUND: 

Mr, Shetzer read the following letter from 1Aordecai Xonowitz, Chairman of 
the Committee, to consider the Z.O.A. ts position with reference to the .American 
Palestine Fund: 

After considerable discussion, in which Messrs. I:Iontor and Norman 
participated, the Committee decided to recommend am it does hereby recommend 
to the Executive Committee of the Zionist Organization of America, the adoption 
of a Resolution as follo\VS: 
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11 The .American Palestine :Eund, having expressed to the Executive 
Committee of the Zionist Organization of .America, it desires 
that members of the Zionist Organization of .America shall serve 
upon the governing board of the American Palestine Tu.nd and 
shall constitute fifty per cent of the members of such board, 
and having requested the Executive Committee that it approve 
of service on such governing board by members of the Zionist 
Organization of .America; it is 

RESOLVED that the request of the .American Palestine Fund be 
granted and that service upon the governing board of the 
American Palestine :E\lnd by members of the Zionist Organiza­
tion of America shall be and is hereby approved upon the 
follouing conditions and with the following limitations: 
(a) That the name of the knerican Palestine Fund be changed 
so that it shall not directly or indirectly conflict with 
the National Palestine JJ\lnd or other national funds of which 
Palestine is the beneficiary, it being suggested that a suit­
able name would be .AMERICAN FUND FOR P.ALESTIN'E INSTITUTIONS; 
(b) That no less than fifty per cent of the governing board 
of the knerican Palestine Fund shall be members of the Zion­
ist Organization of .America~ (c) That the members nominated 
for election to such board shall first be approved by the 
Executive Committee of the Zionist Organization of .America 
within the meaning and purpose of the Pittsburgh Coordina­
ting Resolution; and (d) That the functions and activities 
of the America.~ Palestine ]Und shall under no conditions 
impair the proper functioning of the United Palestine Appeal, 
Keren Hayesod, Jewish National Fund and that suitable rela­
tionships be established between the .American Palestine :Bund 
and these funds. 11 

After a discussion of the .American Palestine ]Und report by several members 
of the Executive Committee, upon motion of Dr. James G. Heller, seconded by 
:Emanuel Neumann, the z.o.A. Executive Committee decided to refer the report back 
to the Committee for further consideration with instructions to consult with the 
UPA and JNF and to report back at the next meeting of the z.o,A. Executive Com­
mittee. 

I I I• AMERICAN ZIONIST CONFERENCE AND INV IT.AT ION TO DR. CHAIM WEIZMANN 

The z.o.A. Executive Committee a.u.thorized Judge Levinthal to cable Dr, Weiz­
mann an invitation to come to the United States to be the Z,O,A..'s guest at a 
dinner in his honor some time in ,April or May in order to raise some funds for 
the z.o.A. deficit and for the carrying on of public relations and Political work, 
Judge Levinthal also was authorized to recommend to the knerican Fmergency Com­
mittee for Zionist Affairs to convoke an .Alllerican Zionist Political Conference 
in May or June at which Dr, Weizmann and David Ben OU.rion be invited and all 
parties be represented in order to formulate future general Zionist policy to 
serve as a guide to Zionists. Judge Levinthal was requested to consult with the 
Emergency Committee regarding the proper timing of the dinner and conference. 
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IV. JEWISH WELFARE :BO.ARD 

In reply to the comntanication from the Jewish TTelfare Board to send z.o.!. 
representatives to iGs conference with respect to its war program, the z.o.A. 
Executive Committee unanimously empowered Judge LeYinthal to send tuo z.o.A. 
representatives. 

v. V},JJJ BITACHON, ETC, 

The Z.O"A,. :!::r.:r:,cutive Committee unanimously empowered Judge Levinthal to 
appoint a col!lIL:i'~te0 to review and study the organizations of the Vaad Bitachon, 
Hechalut z, the Rs d Magen David and their work and to report its findings and 
recommendations at the next meeting of the Executive Committee. 

TI. U.P.A. BtrroET 

Judge Levinthal reported that the z,o.A~ Finance Committee has not yet had 
an opportunity to meet with UPA Budget Committee and that therefore the Z.O.A. 
Executive Committee will not have an opportunity to consider the proposed budget 
of the UPAuntil such meeting is held. 

The meeting adjourned at 6 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Simon Shet zer 
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MINUTE5'-0F THE MEEXING CIF THE ZOA. NilION'!L Al?i.0:I'{,ISTRATIVE COUNCIL, HlliD Kr THE 
BE IJ.Al\UN FRANKLIN HOTEL, PHIL.ADELRJITA, PA., Ol SIDIDA!, MARCH 8TH, 1942, M .• 

10:45 A,, A. 

PRESENT: Dr. James G. Heller, presiding; Messrs. Oscar Altschuler, Youngstown, 
Ohio; Robert M. Bernstein, Philadelphia, Pa.; Rabbi Isadore Breslau, Washington, 
D. c.; Walter Burke, Pittsburgh, Pa..; Dr. .Aaron Burman, Syracuse, N, Y.; Daniel 
:Ell.lison, Baltimore, Md.; Dr. David Feldman, Atlantic City, M. J.; HYman Goldman, 
Washington, D. c.; Dr. I. M. Goldman, Providence, R. I.; Louis Gordon, Harrisburg, 
Pa.; Rabbi Simon Greenberg, Philadelphia, Pa.; Joseph Halbert, Atlantic City, N.J.; 
Jacob B. Hoffman, Philadelphia, Pa.; L, I. Levenson, Atlantic City, N. J.; Harry 
Levine and Louis Levine, Leominster, Mass.; Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; Harry A.. Pine, Newark, N. J.; Mrs. John Safer, \{ashington, D. c. Hon, Ezra. z. 
Shapiro, Cleveland, Ohio; Louis E. Spiegler, Washington, D. c.; Saul Spiro, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Hon, Elihu D. Stone, Boston, Mass.; Harry Taki.ff, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; Messrs. Maurice M, Boukstein, Abraham H. Cohen, 13Yman F.liegel, Abraham 
Goodman, Dr. Harris J. Levine, Emanuel Neumann, Herman Qui ttman, Hon. Albert D. 
Schanzer, and Herman L. Weisman, all of Greater New York. 

GUESTS a David Berger 1 Philadelphia• Pa,; Harry Cohen, Wilmington, Del.; Dr. Nahum 
Goldmann, Mendel, N. Fisher and Henry Montor, of New York City, and Mrs. Oscar 
Bender, Philadelphia, Pa. 

ME:-ABERS OF STAFF: E. Barba.rash, Dr• s. Bardin, Rabbi Abraham Haselkorn, Zvi Levavy, 
Sidney Mark:S, H,S. Schul.son, Simon Shetzer, Dr. David Tannenbaum, and Tilla Hyams • 

.E,XCUSES FOR .ABSENCE WERE RECEIVED FRCM: Dr. Israel ,A. .Abrams, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
Rabbi Morris .Adler, Detroit, hiich.; Judge Snmuol Barnet , New :Bedford, Mass., Philip 
Barron, Malden, Masse; Charles Bender, Breckenridge, Texas; Dr. Ilie Berger, 
Providence, R. I.; Rabbi Morton Berman, Chicago, Ill.; Rabbi Herbert I. Bloom, 
Xingston 8 N. Y.,; Rabbi Maurice J. Bloom, Newburgh, N. Y. Judge Jacob Mc Braud.e, 
Chica.go, Ill.; Rabbi Barnett R, Brickner, Cleveland, Ohio; Louis E, Brown, Dorches­
ter, Mass 0 ; J. B. Calmcnson: St, Paul, Minn,: Judge Oscar Caplan, Chicago, Ill.; 
Samuel Capl oe, Jamaica Plains, Mass. ; Rabbi El iaa Charry, Indianapolis, Ind.; 
Rabbi Samuel Cooper, Charleston, \{, Va.; Lawrence w. Ore bn, Detroit, Mich.; 
B. Danzansky, Hashington, D, c.; Rabbi \·m. Dra~in, Sav~, Gae,; Judge Henry 
Ellenbogen, Pittsburgh, Pae~ .A., K0 Epstein, Chicago, Ill.; Dr. Frod M. Falkman, 
Cleveland, Ohio; M. B. Finkelstein, Chattanooga, Tenn,; Judge Harry M. ~isher, 
Chicago, Ill.; Alfred Fleishman, St. Louis. Mo.; Joseph L. Foster, Leominster, M s. ~ 
HarryH. Frankel, Baltimore, Md.; Dr. Harry Friedenwald, Baltimore, Md.; Daniel 
Frisch, Indianapolis, Ind.; David Geffen, Utica, N. Y.; Dr. Moses GellmD.n, Baltimore, 
Md.; Jos. Goldberg, Viorcester, Mass.; Babbi Morton Goldberg, Toledo, Ohio; Albert 
Goldman, Bochester, N. Y •; Rabbi Solomon Goldman, Chicago, Ill.; Abraham Gnldstein, 
Hartford, Conn.; Gustave L. Goldstein, Los .Angeles, Calif.; Cocil B_. Gordon~ 
w. Newton, i-.1ass.; Rabbi llhianuel Green, .Aurora, Ill.: Rabbi Wm. Greenfield, 1,atorbury, 
Conn.; :Benjamin R. Harris, Chicago, Ill.; J. L. Hecht, Norfolk, Va.; Alex Himmelman, 
Milwaukee, Wisc.; I. H. Ja:ffe, Butler, Pa.; ga,x Xabatznick, Boston, Mass.; E. I. 

. Kaufmann, Washingtop, D. c.; I. L. Xenen, S, ]uclid, Ohio; Prof. Gustave Klausner, 
st. Louis, Mo.; Mordecai Xonowitz, Jamaica, L. I.; Charles J. Levin, Uniontown, 
Pa.; Seymour R. Levine, Peekskill, N. Y.; Dr. Louis Levy, tiemphis, Tenn,; Jacob 
LUkashok, New Rochelle, N. Y.; Morris Mallove, New London, Conn,; Mortimer May, 
Nashville, Tenn,; Rabb! .Abr, J. Mesch, Birmingham, Ala.; William Nimelman, Niagara 
Falls, N. Y.; J. Novy, Austin, Texas; Louis o. Perlman, st. Paul, Minn.; Dr. Joachim 
Prins, Newark, N. J.; Jacob Rabinovitz, Boston, Mass.; Harry A. Rachlin, Buffalo, • 
N. Y.; Max Rattner, Rock Island, Ill,; Samuel Raucher, Norwich, Conn.; Sol Reiter, 
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NeWburgh, N. i.; ~on .Richo, Los Angeles, Calif.; Charles .A. Romo, Boston, Mass.; 
H. Rosencaum, Plainfield, N. J.; Col A. H. Rosenberg• Chicago, Ill.; Chas. J. 
Rosenbloom, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Rabbi R. M. Rosenthal, Cl.eveland, Ohio; Bernard G. 
Rudolph, Syracu.s e, N. Y.; Leon Sager, Wilmette, Ill.; Nathan Savage, Pittsburgh, 
Pa..; Albert Schiff, Columbus, Ohio; Judge Jacob Schwolsky, Hartford, Conn,; Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver, Cleveland, Ohio; Ben Sobel, St, Louis, Mo.; Joseph W, Speetor, 
Baltimore, Md.; De'w1ey D, Stone, Brockton, Mass,; Theodore Strimling, Los .Angeles, 
Calif•; Mark Sugarman, Coatesville, Pa.; William H. $ylk, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
E, Toi tel baum, Johna town, Pa.; Bobert M. Travis, Atlnnta, Ga.; Samuel Umansky• 
Meriden, Conn.; A. I. Uslander, Elizabeth, N. J.; Joe Weingarten, Houston, Texas; 
Senator Jacob Weiss, Indianapolis, Ind.; Samuel Walberg, Wilmette, Ill.; Joseph 
Zox, Des Moines, Ia.; and Messrs• Marcus .Abramson, M. Bernhardt, Samuel Berson, 
s. J. Borowsky, J'uliu.s M, Cantor, Sol Cohen, Rabbi Abraham Dubin, Jacob Fishman, 
Abrahnm Goldberg, Rabbi Israel Goldstein, Harry Greyer, Judge E. Greenberg, 
Murr~ I. Gurfein, Leo Guzik, Ralph Huberman, Isaac Imber, Jacob Ish-Kishor, 
Samuel Judenfruend, Rabbi Israel H, Levinthal, I. D, Liplcowitz, Louis Lipsky, 
Judge Julian w. Mack, Seymour Mellman, Rabbi Irving Miller, Harry J. Moskowitz, 
Samuel J. Perry lv1rs. David de Sola Pool, Abraham A. Redelheim, Hon. HYman J. 
Reit, Louis P. Rocker, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Judge Morris Bothenberg, 
Samuel J. Rothstein, Moses Rubinson, Jochanon t. Ruda.vsky, Rabbi F.dward T. 
Sandrow, Leon Savage. Joseph J. Schiclr,J.er, Hon. Carl Sherman, .Abe Sindel, 
Abraham Spicehandlcr, Bobert Szold, .Abraham Tulin, Dr. Harry F. Wochlel'cr, and 
~r. Stopl10u s. Uiao. &ll of Greater New York. 

I, RESOLUTION ON THE STRUMA DI.ASTER: 

RABBI JAMES G. BELLER: 11 We cant t begin our meeting todey without pausing 
with a great deal of grief to record our own sense of outrage at the events 
that were reported some ten days ago about the sinlring of the Struma, which is 
to be placed side by side with several similar tragedies to be ascribed to tho 
~olicy of Great Britain in Palestino with respect to refugees. Wo heard in 
Cincinnati just this last week-end a man whnm I regard as one of the finest 
representatives of Great Britain todey, Sir Norman .Angell. He said something 
that struck me as profoundly significant, which we might mak:o use of in the 
future. He said, 'The world has not understood and still does mt understand 
the full meaning of anti-Semitism as a Fascist device. There are a number 
of other motives that can be employed in the world with a similar result of the 
creation of divisiveness among people. Here in hneriea just as in Fro.nee, 
anti-British sentiments is potentially a weapon which the Nazis could use for 
those who cooperate with them in Jinerica.t I feel certain that since he has 
been travelling around the country a groat deal recently, Sir Norman .Angell 
spoke with a great deal of knowledge of the .American scene, which he knows 
quite well. 
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If the facts concerning British policy in Palestine recently uero well known 
in the United States, they would tend to intensify .American sentiment against 
Great Britain. That in the midst of a war for the preservation of all of those 
values for which both Great Britain and the United States stand in the eyes of 
their own people, men and •.1omen fleeing from Nazi persecution should be reft1sed 
harbor in Palestine, at the same time that Great Britain has been giving harbor 
in Palestine to refugees from other lands now occupied by the Nazis, is a symptom 
of a lact of understAnding, of a division uithin British councils even in the 
midst of its life and death struggle in which we are engaged -- that is profoundly 
alarming and disturbing and disheartening. It is our duty to protest against 
these things not merely as Jews and as Zionists, but as .Americans. 

The first thing that ,.,,e mu.st do at a meeting of the Administrative Council, 
therefore, is to record this sense of outrage, the feeling of the desecration of 
the cause to which we are devoted, on the part of Great Britain. Let us also 
record a definite protest against these actions end appeal through our omi govern­
ment to that of Great Britain and to the conscience of the uorld. Judge Levinthal 
has drawn up the following resolution: 

JUDGE LEVD!T!UL: 

"The .Administrative Council of the Zionist Organization of America 
gives expression to the feeling of distress and horror uith which 
JeTie every,;7here have learned of the fate of the refugees on the 
Steamship Struma \7ho had escaped the brutalities of Nazi persecu­
tion in Roumania only to perish when within reach of the Jewish 
National Home. While the primary responsibility for their tragic 
fate lies at the door of their Fasci st persecutore,the Palestine 
Administration, which callously rejected t he despairing pleas for 
their admission to Palestine, cannot escape moral responsibility 
for the tragic sequel. 

The Council respectfully urges the Government of the United States 
to intervene Tiith the British Government with a view to (1) the 
carrying into effect of such changes in the policies as ~ell as in 
the personnel of the British Administration in Palestine as shall 
make impossible the repetition of this appalling happening, (2) The 
immediate release of the 700 refugees from the Darien. uho, after 
escaping from the massacres in Roumania early last year have, for 
more than twelve months, been interned in camps in Palestine under 
threat of deportation from Palestine as soon as shipping is avail­
able, and (3) To return to Palestine the 1800 refugees uho had been 
deported under most distressing circumstances to the Island of 
Mauritius by the Palestine Administration in March of last year, 
~here some sixty have since died. 

The Council in urging this nction desires to express its keen con­
viction that the conduct of the Palestine Administrntion towards 
helpless refugees does not accord either with the traditions or 
with the sentiments of the great mass of the ~ritish people who, 
unaware of these events, do not endorse them and who together with 
the United States and the other United Nations. are battling so 
valiantly for freedom end justice for ell men. 'l'he Council is 
deeply sensible of the hurt to the democratic cause produced by 
su.ch questions as those raised by the Patria, the Atlantic, the 
Darien, and the Struma., and it calls upon Great :Britain to take 
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immediate action to remedy a state of affairs which stand in such 
flagrant contradiction to the great ends to which the democratic 
peoples have dedicated themselves. 11 

·,t3efore moving for the adopt ion of this resolution, Mr. Chairman, I should 
like briefly to comment on this general situation. It seems to me that this 
present incident throws considerable light on recent history, that goes back 
to the Munich appeasement policy of September, 1938. So much has happ0ned since 
then that I am afraid we begin to lose our perspective, if we don't trace it all 
back to that horrible event. I was looking through my files and I found a clipp­
ing of the Philadelphia Record of October 16, 1938. I couldn't bring my scrap­
book, but I did have a photostatic copy made of that page. There is a cartoon -
very grim. note that date - October 16, 1938. It was seven months before the 
issuance of the White Paper, the MacDonald iVhite Paper, which crone in May 1939, 
but you remember there were ru.~ors then two weeks after Munich, that restriction 
of immigration in Palestine was to come, and this cartoon is headed "Tearing 
Down the Fire Escape 11 c There is a building that is 1:urning. Fascist terrorism 
is marked with the flames of this building. There are refugees coming down the 
fire escape and the escape is marked "Palestine Sanctuary". We have Hitler and 
Mlssolini hacking auay at the fire escape in the building, and John :Bull over 
at the other end p.1lling a rope tied to the fire escape, and tearing down the 
fire escape, and the heading to the leading editorial is, Will Palestine be the 
second Czechoslovakia? I am going to read most of this editorial• because to 
my mind it throws such a strong light on the present situation. 

______ ... _ 

110ne of the terrible by-products of the Munich agreement is the in­
creased suffering it uill bring to several million Jews and Christian non­
.Aryans in the smaller countries of Central Europe and the Balkans. The 
~ich agreement left these smaller countries at Berlin 1s mercy, and sooner 
or later they must change their domestic as well as their foreign policies 
to conform with the goosestep of Uazi bigotry. For Britain to serve these 
countries up on a platter in an effort to appease Hitler and at the same 
time to stop Je~ish immigration into Palestine, thereby shutting off one . 
of their few hopes of escape, is for Britain to become an abettor of that 
Nazi bigotry. The English Government has a moral obligation resulting not 
only from the Balfour Declaration, which promised Palestine as a homeland 
for the persecuted Jews of Eastern El.rope, but from the desperate surrender 
at Minich. 

UpaJ.estine is far from being a Jewish problem. On the contrary, 
it illustrates three tendencies of worldwide significance - its present 
troubles mark another step in the attempt to break up the British Empire 
and the way in which those troubles have been fomented is another illustra­
tion of the methods being used by the Fascist powers in their attempt at 
world dominion. In Palestine as elsewhere they have been gullible. One 
can be forgiven the suspicion that they have been slow to put down terrorism 
and quick to accept empty Fascist promises because of the fatal rift in the 
upper ranks of Britains, conservatives, a rift that may prove fatal to dem­
ocracy. 
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"Missolini's promises to shut off anti-British propaganda among 
the .Arabs have been as blandly broken as they have been glibly given. 
Hitler has continued to furnish arms and supplies to .Arab terrorists. 
Britaints government has been complacent rather than vigilant. rt•s 
attitude invites disaster. Yesterday it was Czechoslovakia. Tomorrow 
it may be Palestine. What will it be next? Yesterday, it was the ex­
aggerated woes of the Ebdeten Germans. Today it is the equally exagg­
erated woes of the .Arabs. Who will it be next? Hitler and Mussolini, 
themselves persecutors of minorities, are using a hypocritical concern 
for other peoples' minorities as a rooans of creating division and paving 
the way for conquest. Der :E\lhrert s theories of A;ryan supremacy and 
}hssolini I s anxious ttme too" are particularly dangerous to the British 

Empire, where 70,000,000 whites exist in a sea of 430.000,000 Asiatic 
and African races. 

"I think there is only one ideal that the :British Empire can set 
before itself in this regard. Winston Churchill said at the Premier' s Con­
ference of 1923, that there should be no barrier of race, color, or cref.l 

• which should prevent any man by merit from reaching any station if he i~ 
fitted for it. To give way before a Nazi theory of Aryan supremacy is to 
abandon the ideals of the :British, .American, and French resolutions, to turn 
one's back on 1688, 1?76, and 1789, and to lose the ties of the Enpire. Will 
those uho have mistaken Britain's own interest in Spain and Czechoslovakia 
mistake them now in Palestine? Palestine has taken in more than half of the 
Jews fleeing Germany and FB.stern l!hrope in the past five years. Has there 
been pressure from Hitler on the British Foreign Office to shut the doors 
on his victims? Is that the meaning of Hitler•s references to Palestine 
in recent speeches?" 

..... -- - ......... 

11You know, there is a school of thought among historians, that you can only 
understand the present by a study of the past, and it seems to me that is the 
study of Mmich, and what occurred immediately before and after that ~ill throw 
light on the present situation with regard to the Struma. I arn of the opinion 
that nothing is so important for the Zionists of this country as to arouse the 
conscience not only of American Jewry - that is unnecessary - but the sense of 
pity and the sense of justice of the British people and of the .American people, 
and I think that the Struma gives us an opportunity to do that. 

"A delegation representing the .American Dnergency Connnittee for Zionist 
Affairs sau Lord Halifax in Washington the very day of the Struma sinking. Of 
course, we didn't lmow at that time of the occurrence. We went to see him '71th 
regard to the I);).rien, and even Lord Halifax expressed his sympathy. There could 
be no argument presented age.inst ou.r case. Of course, we are expecting to hear 
from Lord Halifax any day about it, but it eeems to me that this resolution as 
it is m>W drafted, cannot be objectionable to anybody, no matter ho,1 friendly 
one is to Winston Churchill or the :Sri ti sh Gove.rnmant in London or the :Bri tieh 
:people. We mu.st differentiate between the ~oleetine Administration and the 
:British people, and I believe also the British Government, because I personally 
can•t reconcile the policy of the Palestine ,Administration with the policies and 
the principles of Winston Churchill. I believe that Winston Churchill is being 
overridden rrith regard to the Palestine .A,dministra.tion, that if he were a free 
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agent, he certainly couldn 1t tolerate the continuance ru:id the rep~tition of such 
incidents as the Patria and the Darien and the Strt21na. I, therefore, move the 
adopt ion of this resolution. 11 

RABBI HELLER: Judge Levinthal moves that we adopt this resolution by a 
rising vote and by a moment of silence in mourning for the victims of the Strums.. 
This resolution is to be transmitted to the President of the United States. I 
should like also to suggest, as I did a moment ago to Mr. Shetzer, that since 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver ie either on the wey to or is now in England. that the 
substance of these resolutions be cabled to him for transmission to the officials 
of the British Government in the conferences which it is presumed he will have "7it h 
them. 

The motion to adopt the resolution was SECONDED JU.TD UNANIIDUSLY CARRIED. 

Judge Levinthal presided tthen Rabbi Heller left to broadcast on a national 
radio program. 

II. REPOW OF THE AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE iCR ZIONIST AFFAIRS. 

EMANUEL NE!JMANN: Mr. Chairman, I think I reported at a previous meeting 
that there had been progress in the reorganization of the Emergency Committee 
and I can report today further progress. The reorganization is tal{ing place in 
easy stages through no fault of anyone, but because of the circumstances that we 
are dealing with a number of organizations, and there are complicated questions 
involved. The ne~ by-laws of the mnergency Committee have been finally adopted 
and approved substantially as after the first reading, and the various organiza­
tions have been allotted their direct representation in the Dnergency Committee 
and have named their representatives. 

The »nergency Committee consists of the following 26 persons: 

(a) Five members designated by the Z.O.A.: Judge Louie E. Levinthal, 
Mu.rray Gurfein, Rabbi James G. Heller, Edmund I. Kellfmann, Rabbi 
Israel R. L3vinthal and three alternates, uith po~er to vote in 
the absence of any of the five members; Isadore Breslau, Maurice 
Bouk:stein, Judge Bernard Rosenblatt. 

(b) Five members designated by Hadassah: Mrs. David de Sola Pool, 
Mrs. Samuel Halprin, Mrs. A. P. Schoolman, Mre, Herman Shulmnn 
and Mias Julliet Benjamin - and alternate - Mrs. Moses P. Epstein. 

(c) Four members d~aignated by Mizrachi: Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf 
Gold, Gedalieh :Bublick and Rabbi I. H. Kowal slcy. 

(d) Four members designated by Poale Zion: Messrs. Philip Cruso, 
Hayim Greenberg, Louis Segal and David TTertheim. 

(e) Eight members l'll3med at large as follows: Dr. Solomon Goldman, 
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Jacobs, Mr. Louis Lipsky, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Dr. A.bba Hillel Silver, Mr. Robert 
Szold and Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

• 
• 
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.Agreement has been reached on the principal officers, The Chairman of the 
Dnergency Committee is Dr, Stephen S, Wise and the Treasurer is Mr, Robert Szold. 
There is to be an Office Committee which will conduct the Emergency Committee's 
business between meetings of the full committee and will also have a chairman, to be selected soon. 

The :Emergency Committee initiated a campaign on the subject of a Jewish 
military force. A kit of infotm1tion ha.a been sent out to Zionists throughout 
the country on that matter. Scarcely had we gotten under way with that campaign 
when the Struma incident broke. Judge Levinthal has already reported of the 
visit to Lord Halifax in connection with the refugees of the Darien of several 
hundred people who are still detained nt Atlith. I want to supplement his state­
ment with JU.st a few remarks. This threatened to become a very serious matter. 
The people of the Darien included survivors of the Salvador, which was another 
coffin-ship which went down in the Sea of Marmora. The survivors were taken over 
on the Darien a year ago. Many of them had seen their children die, drowned 
before their eyes, and in that detention camp at Atlith for a year they had been 
doing nothing else but to relive the tragedies of a year ago, and as a result, 
at least five of those refugees have already gone insane and have had to be taken 
to institutions for the insane. This state of affairs has exasperated the Yishuv, 
as one might imagine. Attempts have already been made to free these refugees 
forcibly. This led to clashes uith the authorities and the shedding of blood. 
Oomponies of Jei7ish soldiers ,1ho were stationed near A.tlith had to be removed to 
another part of the country because they began to demonstrate, and there is rnve 
danger that the thing uould explode, that the Yishuv t1ould find it self in vie,le:at 
conflict with the authorities over the tormenting of these refugees who are 
neither deported nor alloued to go free in the country, ba.t are being simply kept 
in Atlith. 

We went to see Lord Halifax about it, That very same day he cabled London 
and rre all got the impression that he recognized that ,1e had a good case. In 
fact, unofficially, we uere so informed. Because all that we asked for uas the 
freeing of these people and charging our immigration quota, and t1e still have 
36,000 certificates unused under the White Paper, and there is therefore no good 
reason whatever for keeping these people imprisoned. The following morning the 
newspapers carried the story of the Struma • .Almost a ueek before the sinking 
of the Struma, ue called on the Turkish .Ambassador, I conveyed to him the in­
formation that we then had about the Struma and uarned him thnt these people are 
likely to die on their hands unless they ,,1ere permitted to land and given proper 
care. We undertook the financial responsibility that they uould be provided for. 
We said that ue would make every effort to secure permission for them to proceed 
to Palestine. We thought we had succeeded in getting permission and we asked 
simplJ for human treatment. We had done so on the strength of a cablegram from 
Palestine uarning us about this situation. The facts are that the boat ~as 
about 180 tones,only about fifty feet long, crouded TTith 768 passengers, all of 
uhom had to remain below decks. Only 25 could be on the deck at eny one time. 
It vas a tiny end unseaworthy yacht, and uas bound to go to pieces. 

The Turkish .Ambassador, of course, made reference to the fact that they had 
other cases of refugees who did not proceed to other countries but remained in 
Turkey, bit he, nevertheless, undertoo~ to comnnnicate with his government, which 
he did. Bit before we could have any report on that, the ship was apparently 
to"7ed out by the Turkish authorities and sank when it reached open water. We 
still don•t know th~ details. One of the first accounts was that it had struck 



~ . v 
Administrative Council Minutes -
3/8/42 

- 8 -

a mine, another that it simply went to pieces when it met the waves. I asked the 
Turkish .Ambassador subsequently to try to get an authentic account from Istanbul, 
which he did. He sent me a long letter in which it is claimed that the sole sur­
vivor of the Struma, a man by the name of De.vid, reported that the ship had been 
struck by a submarine as soon as it got out into the Black Sea. In this state­
ment the Turkish ~bassador naturally tried to put the best face on it. It makes 
out a very poor case. It was apparently an .A.xis submarine. 

The Jewish .Agency had repeatedly warned the Palestine Administration of the 
London Government in writing, that these people uould either be drowned or be 
surrendered to the Nazis, if they were refused entry. It was of no avail. Un­
officially, we learned that the High Commissioner in Palestine had it within his 
power to admit these people ~ithin the quota without the express permission from 
London, but that he declined to exercise this discretionary power. 

In the House of Commons, the Government has assumed full responsibility for 
the decision of the Palestine Government, and identified itself uith the High 
Commissioner and assured the House that the High Commissioner and his associates 
uere car'.T:'ying out faithfully the policy '1hich had been determined upon by the 
government and by the House of Commons, which makes it necessary to address our­
selves not only to the Palestine ~overnment in our protest, but also to the 
British Government in London, which has approved or subsequently approved its 
behavior. 

We undertook a number of steps thereafter. The same day as the report of 
the sinking of the Struma, Dr. Nahum Goldmann and I had an interview uith Mr. 
Sumner Welles, Acting Secretary of Statso While it uas set for another purpose, 
we naturally took occasion to discuss the Struma case with him and to ask for 
the good offices of our government to intervene. I undertook to supply him sub­
sequently with full details. Cables have gone out on behalf of all American 
Zionists to Winston Churchill and to President Roosevelt. Apart from that. efforts 
are being made through personal channels to convey a full sense of the tragedy 
and of our demands in regard to future policy to the President and to others who 
are close to the President in the .Ad.ministration. 

We have had a long discussion in Neu York on the thorny question of public 
reaction to the Struma, and nhile ,-,e originally thought of arranging a New York 
memorial service in a synagogue, pure and simple, that decision was subsequently 
reversed. We decided to hold a public meeting to voice our sorrow and indignation, 
and such a meeting nill be held Thursday evening, March 12th, at Mecca Temp:ie .. 
It Tiill be addressed by Je\7S, Zionists, and by non-Je,1s. Naturally, as the reso­
lution uhich ~as adopted here states, ue must be c~Jaiul to disassociate ourselves 
expressly and emphatically from all those who are endeavoring no~ to sou dissen­
sion betueen the .Alnerican and British Dnpire, and to destroy that A.nglo-.American 
collaboration which is, after all, the best hope of the world. :But we cannot 
allou this thing to pass unnoticed. 

It isn't only a matt~r of regret for the sinking of the Struma, or even of 
the freeing of the refugees Tiho are in Palestine, which should be part of our 
demand, or for that matter, of changing the entire policy and, hereafter, admit­
ting such refugees and ~educting them from the 36,000 certificates we are still 
entitled to under the White Pe.per, but it goes mch furthEJr than that. Thie 
Struma case epitomizes the whole problem of Jewish homelessness and the question 
of Palestine as a Jeuish National Home in the future. This is the opportunity 
and the occasion to drive home to the .A1nerican people, the British peonle, 
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the Jeuish problem in all its stark reality and to make them underst and that we 
must insist upon a Jer,ish Palestine for the future for all time. .And it lends 
itself particularly to such a widespread and large-scale campai n of political 
education. If that uere done 1 the 768 people of the &truma uouid not have died 
in vain. If we Zionists fail to rec~gnize that this opportunity and the duty 
which devolves upon us, then we shall have fallen short of our duty not only 
to,1ard these hapless refugees, but touard the Zionist en.use as a whole. 

I would, therefore, like to express that the ZeO ,, .Ao promptly send. out a 
letter to all the District Chairmen and the meobers of the National Administra­
tive Cotu1cil 1 asking :for public action throughout the country11 I7d lil$.e to re­
inforce that ~1ith a request to those here uho come from various cities to take 
action at oncev !l.1here are many ways in which the matter can be brought to the 
atterJ.t ion of the pubilc., Unfortunately, the incident of tl1e Struma was reported 
very very briefly in a few lines~ and most peopis lmew nothing about itr and it 
is a very difficult probiem because of the nar and war neTTs to bring it into 
the open. Now it is being done laboriously as far as ue cen do it, but it is 
easier perhaps in the vnrious cities to take such action as uill brin the Strums 
to the attention of the public and bring our demends also to their attention. 

You know about the visit of Dr. Silver to England. He is going to parti­
cipate in the opening of th~ Keren Hayesod campaign, but the :Emergency Cormnittee 
went to a great deal of effort to get him to go and to facilitate his going, in 
order to have a direct contact bet~een us an4 the Zionists and the British in 
England. We ho.d conferences uith Dr. Silver before his departure and he '7as to 
have left Friday, but the plane actually lef~ yesterdayo I must record here 
that ue have had splendid cooperation on the part of the State Department here, 
and the .American lllnbassy at London uith regard to all matters connected uith 
Dr . Silver's trip and admission. We are hopeful that he will succeed in convey­
ing to the British Government something of the state of mind existing here with 
regard to its policies to the Struma incident, and uith regard to the nhole 
issue. 

Despite the fact that TTe had a brief talk with Under-Secretary Welles in 
Washington the day of the Strt.i.ma disaster, we have decided to organize, and if 
possible send en all Jeuiw1 delegation to call on the State Department, and 
perhaps other people in Washington. Such a delegation is now being organized. 
We hope it uill include represent~tives of all of the leading JeTTish organiza­
tions in this country, not only Zionists but non-Zionists, Janish organizations, 
and "i'Te hope that they will actually go before this '7eek is over. 

The President, as you knou, has thus far reacted very sli¢1tly to the 
Strumn incident. We are hopeful that we will get further reactions as we get 
going uith our campaign of education. I uant to mention t TTo exceptions - PM 
uhich reacted almost immediately, and more importent perhnps rms the Washi~ton 
Poet, uhich carried a very strong editorial, saying in fnct th~t the chr.n es in 
the :Sri tieh Cabinet had evidently not gone far enough, denounc;·ing the policy 
which led to the sinking of the Struma, p.nd I rnn glad to s~y thc.t the text of 
the cnble, or n summary of it, uas cabled to London, to the Daily Herald, by its 
Washi gton correspondent, and the full text hns been cnbled to London through 
official channels. 

I'd like to ask here that more serious attention be p~id by the Zioniete 
throughout the country to this business of public relations com.~ittees. I think 
ue rw.l of us have a certRin feeling of frustration th~t not sufficient is happen-
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ing in this country in the light of the tragedies ue are suffering, in the light 
of the terrific burdens ue have to bear, and the problem that ne have of mobiliz­
ing .American opinion. I'd like to say here very clearly, it is utterly impossible 
on the part of any office, Hhether in Washington or Ne\7 York or else,1here, to 
arouse the country unless there nre VR.rious comrmmities, strong i'J~.ct i ::ming com­
mittees. political committees or public relations committees, Fl'!; iC -Lime to time 
I hear criticism from VA.rious cities that they arenit getting encngn guidance or 
inspiration for such uork. I think this criticism is wholly unjustif1edo I think 
that the Zionists in ~he various cities are quite uell enough in a poe it; ion from 
the point of view of information to take action. They have beer:. :.cni ~so 

There is no reason why every one of the larger centers should not have an 
active functioning public relations committee. Things are happening all the 
time. There is a matter of organizing local chapters of the .Anerican Palestine 
Committee, where there is someone who takes the matter in hand. It can be done. 
It was done by our friends in Atlanta and by our Zionist friends in Detroit. It 
is being done in .Albany. There is no reason why, if done in these cities, it 
cannot be done in a score or two of other cities. Philadelphia, I hope, is non 
getting under way with regard to that. I had a long letter from Rabbi Simon 
Greenberg and ue are trying to give him all the cooperation we can, and they 
are getting under way. 

But take the matter of the Struma, of the Jewish military force, of the 
American Palestine Committee, and all the rest of it - the use of the radio, 
the press, etc. There is no reason why the Zionists should sit back and wait 
for somebody to come around and prod them or goad them into action. The Zionists 
know just as uell as we in Neu York or Washington what the general situation is 
and nhat it requires. It is simply an inability to get going or indolence or 
a failure to recognize what is their primary responsibility. 

And the Zionists also understand that no amount of effort at the center 
will be of any avail. The American Palestine Committee has been rowing in num­
bers and we are planning to have a second large dinner meeting in Washington at 
the end of April or the first of May, to be attended by a larger nUJ;Ober than 
we had last year. Indivi&1al members of the committees are addressing meetings 
and are doing various things uhich we asked them to do from time to time, but it 
is important that throughout the country local committees be formed. In connec­
tion with the Washington dinner I want to propose that leRding Zionists in the 
v~rious parts of the country contact their omi representatives in the House and 
Senate and make arrangements \7i th them to attend the dinner and to be on hand 
themselves to act as hosts to these Congressmen and Senators and have them 
seated at their tables, and to make sure thet they spend an evening absorbing 
Zionist information. That can easily be arranged. 

Last year, unfortunately, at the time we had our dinner, there was a na­
tional session of the National Chamber of Commerce and meny Congressmen and 
Senators told me that they were obliged to attend group dinners, because their 
own constituents were coming to Washington and they had to o to a dinner meet­
ing with them. There is no doubt 1n my mind that if the Zionists of Pittsburgh 
contact their Congressmen and make arrangements uith them to be seated at a 
table Tiith them et this dinner, they will be there, and the same ie true for 
those from Boston, Hartford, and Detroit and any other city, 
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In this manner ~e nould be able to get a large attendance of Congressmen 
and Senators who nill absorb a great deal of Zionist information that evening. 
At this dinner of the members of the .American Palestine Committee we can invite 
also, of course, any Senator, Congressman or important figure. No date has been 
fixed as yet. 

Uay I make a brief reference to the Niebuhr articles ,"'11ich anneared in the 
lation. That took about seven or eight months to come to fruition. r consider­
ed it an important event in breaking into the liber lend radical circles. The 
Nation reported that there Tias an overuhelming preponderance of expressions of 
approval of the point of view of Dr. Niebuhr• s pro-Zionist approach. This has 
been very useful and m.11 be in the future. I am glad to say that Dr, Niebuhr 
is going to address our Mecca Temple meeting next Thursday night in Neu York. 
Mrs. Walter Loudennilk is going to speak on the refugees. 

I would like to say uith regard to the military force, ue have gone into 
the matter now more officially in Washington. Dr. Goldmann and I discussed the 
matter officially ryith Under-Secretary Sumner Welles, and he said that the govern­
ment had, RS yet, not defined itself in its attitude on the question, that it 
uas a problem uhich ought to be resolved primarily on military grounds by mili­
tary authorities, and that he \70Uld take the matter up ,;Tith the Chief of Staff 
and uithin a reasonable time get an expression of opinion as to what should be 
the .American attitude on this problem. At the same time ue h~ve set ourselves 
through Mr. Welles in contact •,-;i th various people in the Department of War. 
Several conversations have tnken place and they are continuing and ne are en­
deavoring to discuss first, what are the attitudes in the Denartment of War, 
secondly, in what way we may be able to help, to cooperRte uith our o,;m military 
establishment in matters pertaining to the Near c!Ild Middle Fast, or Africa, and 
certain specific requests have been made of us in thRt connection uhich ue are 
trying to meet. .And thirdly, to determine uhat i:7ill be .America• s actual likely 
participation in the developing military situ. tion. There have been conflicting 
reports about that, as you know. There was a renort in the Timeo eometime ago 
by Mr. Sulzberger, sa:,ring that a demnnd i7as being voiced for .American troops to 
aid the Near East. That has been repeated today. Subsequently there uas a 
report that Pearson and Allen had heard from Bullitt, that he renorted to the 
President that the Near East uas in grave danger and would be abandoned by the 
enemy. .Another report of the Revisionists evoked from Bullitt a denial of this 
report. I saw Mr. Bullitt personally and neither of those renorts ,1as quite 
accurate. He had given no statement on uhich Pearson and Allen could base their 
re~ort. While he didn 1t directly deny their report, he said it was something 
th~t was entirely based on no definite information or document. His opinion 
uas that there was no immediate danger that the forces ranked opposite Turkey 
on the one side, and in Libya on the other, uere not sufficient to cause us 
alarm, but, of course, no one could tell uhat may be the developments in the 
future. 

In this connection I'd like to call your attention to a further development. 
While ue were discussing among ourselves whether or not it was good Zionist 
policy to demand a Jeuish military force in Palestine, and there uere Zionists 
\7ho felt it uas improper to do so, the latest reports in the nev,spapers speak 
of the possibility of the formation of a Foreign Legion in t his country, with 
various national units of Czechs and Poles and others within this Foreign Leg­
ion under .American command, .And the question uill inevitably arise whether or 
not Jeus v,ho are nou expatriots or are stateless, shall join such a legion and 
if so, should adopt some special nationality for that purpose, or should simply 
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enlist as JeTis. I had foreseen that the situation may arise and I hnve uarned 
them of our taking an extreme assimilationist point of vieTI uith regard to the 
TThole question, and this too is noTI a matter uhich is engaging our attention and 
ue are trying to get further light on the subject. 

The campaign for a Jeuish military force will and must continue. The situa­
tion in the Near East is becoming more and more crucial and there is, moreover, 
the danger that apart from the political necessity and the moral right of the 
Je-;Jish force, that the ordinary needs of defense, of self-defense, of the defense 
of the boundaries of the country will require the anning of a II1c'1Ximum number of 
Jeus in Palestine. 

MR. ELIHU D. STONE inquired uhether there is any significence to the offi­
cial employment of the term 11military force" by the Emergency Committee as against 
the term 11Je'7ish army?n 

MR. NEt.ThWffl replied, "a JeTTish army is a term uhich uas used pretty vaguely 
at various times and might mean all kinds of things. It might meM a completely 
separate army being under Je•.1ish command and merely cooperating uith the British 
forces, 'iihich is a more extreme demand and one uhich of course •.1ould not be gran­
ted. At least, the Czechs and the Poles can speak on behalf of a sovereign 
state uhich had been invaded. Certainly in the case of the Jeus, we cannot speak 
on behalf of a sovereign state. ~ Jeuish force, moreover, is more adapted to the 
actual circumstances where we can't think in terms of an army of thous[\lldS of men. 
To some people uho are not quite responsible, they talk in sach figures. At the 
moment there seems no possibility of such large numbers. It is unrealistic nnd 
1w1e wouldn 1 t be taken seriously. The people to uhom rre address ourselves lmo\7 
fully as TTell as ue do hoTT many people we might be able to bring into a Jeuish 
force, and to speak of an army in tenns of 200,000 or 300,000 exposes us to ridi­
cule and doesn 1t advance our cause. 

Mr. Bullitt, uhen I spoke to him, uas fully acquainted of course uith all 
the figures, how many people could possibly be draun out of the factories and 
farms in Palestine, @d a figure of 29,000 uas given, and uhile he didn 1t iden­
tify himself with the British point of view uith regard to the Jeuish force, he 
kneu the point of view very clearly and presented it fully, and he also kneu 
the economic arguments, and there are economic arguments, unfortunately, also 
against drawing out of the factories and the agricultural settlements of prac­
tically all the young, able-bodied men, if this Jewish force is to be created." 

MR. DANIEL ELLISON inquired, whether or not ue couldn't have gotten much 
further, if we would °Mve asked for "a Palestinian anny 11 instead of "a Jenish 
army." 

MR. NEUMANN' replied, "That wouldn't meet the situation at all, because that 
is exactly uhat the British have been doing. Carefully avoiding reference to 
JeTis, and the essence of our whole program is that the Jeuish participation in 
the war be emphasized. The uord "Palestinian" doesn't cover it, although there 
are a great many people in this country \7ho, when you speak of Palestine force 
or even Palestine government, think that you are talking about a Je\7ish force 
and Jeuish government. They don 1t realize thnt Palestine conteins a majority 
of .A;rabs. 



Administrative Council Minutes -
3/8/42 

- 13 -

MR. DANIEL ELLISON further inquired, "But isn't it a fact that after the war 
will be over ue uon?t be claiming any glory for Tiinning tho uar, that the fact 
remains thnt 90% of the Palestinian anny uould nevertheless be Jeuish?" 

MR. NEUMANN replied, 11 Thr1.t is a question too. The people uho are against 
the Jeuish army are ngainst it on anti•-Zionist grounds, I speak of the Jeus uho 
are opposed to a Jewish army and uho are opposed also on non-Zionist grounds ., 
They are opPosed to the fact that the Jews uill appear as a people pnrt icipabing 
in this unr nnd thnt is the very thing ,.1hich ue are trying to accomplish i 
Neither the J'euish Agency in London nor the Executive in Palestine nor the »ner­
gency Committee here are relaxing or will relax their efforts in this connection. 
This demand a:, .d effort ,1ill continue. The recruiting in Pnlestine is nlso con­
tinuing in the mennt ime, and the situation may arise uhero ,1hat nou seems diffi­
cult or impossible of achievement, uill be possiblec What the situations are 
that can arise I don 1t think ue need to knou nt the moment, but it is entirely 
possible that a favorable juncture or constellation may arise perhaps in the 
future uhen it uill be much easier to get such a project through~ 

(At this point, Rabb~ Heller returned and took over the Chair.) 

MR. ELIHU D. S'roNE pointed out the folloTTizg: "It seems there is a distine­
tion between the tuo tenns, and so there ought to be an agreement on it between 
the tuo leaders who have used those terms. For instance, Dr. Weizmann speaks 
of a Jewish arrey- in Palestine under British command. David Ben Gurion uho is 
the Chairman of the World Executive, speaks of a Je~,ish army, e.pµirently, under 
British command, thus obviating the implication that ue are a Jcr,1ish army under 
Jeuish command. Since there is a distinction, should there not be agreement 
among the leaders ~hen they use language, to use it identically? The Revision­
ists use the term Jeuish army. But certainly Dr. Weizmnnn and Ben Gurion speak 
also of a Jewish army. Besides, if you say that it is under British command, 
don•t you say the same thing uhen you say military force and then you belittle 
it by the figure of 29,000. Why this differentiation in terms, because it con­
stitutes a qualification of a demand? The implication is that our demand is 
qualified. We adopted resolutions for a Jewish army, Now isn 1t it due probably 
to a difference of opinion in the Emergency Committee that this term 11mili tary 
force" constitutes a compromise uhich has nothing to do with the other thing you 
have saidT" 

MR. NEUMANN replied "Both things are true. I think there is some distinct­
ion between the two. It isn•t a very serious one, I admit. When you say a 
Jewish army under British command, or a Jewish military force in Palestine, the 
distinction is not very substantial. The distinction arises rather when we know 
the way in which these words are used by us, and the way in which they are used 
by the Committee for a Jewish ~my. Even they have begun to tone down their 
phraseology, as you have observed. The fact that Weizmann or Ben Gurion uses 
a different term, I think, shouldn't be taken too tragically. The formula which 
we are using is the result of an attempt to get a compromise, a composite view 
in the &ergenoy Committee. 

RABBI JAMES HELLER asked for discussion of Mr, Neumann I a excellent repcrt. 

MR. SAUL SPIRO reported that a few days ago, he received a communication 
from the z.o . .A.. and the mnergency Committee informing him of their disassocia­
tion uith 11 the Committee for a Jer1ish ArmY"• .Among the members of the .American 
Palestine Committee there are those who received comnru.nications from the Re-
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visionists. For instance, Mr. Church, the President of Carnegie Institute is a 
member of the Comnittee receiving communications from Van Paassen and the others. 
Mr. Church' asked me 11,,hy don't these groups cooperattl? 11 Mr. Spiro suggested 
that it nould be wise that whoever sends out these communications, should also 
info1~n the non-Jewish members of the .American Palestine Co:rru-riittee m o are also 
members of the Committee for a Jewish Army what is going on. 

RABBI HELLER pointed out that several of the members of the Junerican Pales­
tine Committee have claimed that they entered it under a misapprehension as to 
the character of the Committee for the Jewish Arrey. 

MR. ELLISON a~{ed 1~hat is the attitude of the Zionists towards the Committ­
ee for a JeTTish .Army and what attitude shall the local comr.IUnities take towards 
the activity of this Cornmittee. 11 

MR. NEUM.Alm replied, 11 ! believe that the z.o.A. sent out a letter to the 
Zionists. Hadassah has sent out letters too, and a statement appeared in the 
British press and also in the .A.nglo-Jenish press. The situation is as follows: 
the Cbrmnittee for a Jenish Army is undoubtedly a front organization of the Re­
visionists, or more specifically, a military branch of the Revisionist movement. 
Now we have been, of course, in a certain quandary with regard to this, because 
ue have desired, so far as possible, to avoid hurt to the cause in a public 
squabble, particularly among non-Jews. And for a long time, as you lmow, there 
was an attempt to avoid a clash between us and the Committee for a Janish Army. 
These efforts failed, and now the Committee for a JeTTish Army is going on just 
as before - entirely on its own. 

our negotiatj_ons failed for a very simple reason. The Emergency Committee 
took the position that it could not possibly relegate or delegate the activities 
on behalf of the Jewish Army in Palestine, which is a vital Zionist objective 
and a major objective of the uar, to a body which is not/under Zionist control 
or discipline, and for which we 11ouldn1t possibly assume responsibility, unless 
that body placed itself under Zionist guidance and undertook to be responsive 
to Zionist discipline, 

MR . EZRA SHAPIRO pointed out that this business has made a terrible impres­
sion upon Zi onists, and ·when we try to say, as when approached by very good 
Zionists, what has happened, i.1e say, well, we couldn1t get along with the Com­
mittee for a Jewish ArIDY and the negotiations broke domi and we ob~erved disci­
pline. TTe•ve gotten communications from the Z.O • .Ac, f rom tl1e 3mergency Commit­
tee, t hat r,e' ve simply got to fallow orders. Invariably, ,1i thou t a single ex­
cept ion, the answer received was, What is this business of discipline and r,hy 
the break? Certainly all of us ought to lrnow the general answer, at least so 
that ve can tell some people the exact details, who was responsible, and what 
is our responsibility. 

Mr, Shapiro also pointed out that the impression at this point is that the 
Tihole business for a Jeuish army is noTT being conducted by the Committee for 
a Jewish ..A;rmy, that ve bogged down and couldn't do it, that they are aggressive 
and courageous people and that ue are weak, and that that is characteristic of 
our policy. Mr. S,.11apiro wanted to lmo,1 ... r,hat dramatic, public situation can 
we create to indicate, first, uhat is being done by the :Emergency Committee and 
to indicate clearly that the Committee for a Jewish Army is responsible for the 
chaos in this business. 
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MR. !Dru'MAlTN renlied, 11 I think it is perhaps partly the fault of ourselves, 
~erhaps of our official organs as well as those nho ought to supply the neces­
sary guidance to the Zionists. I ant to explain once again, as I did a moment 
ago, that negotiations nere carried on for a considerable time in the hope that 
ne could avoid a clash and bring this activity, Vlhich uar organized by the Re­
visionists, ,1ithin the purvie,;1 of Zionist responsibility and Zionist discipline. 
Othernise, it uas quite impossible for Zionists to join a committee such as that 
nhich might adopt policies and carry on activities utterly at variance nith the 
needs of the movement or the policies of the Zionist movement at the moment. 

NoTI such things can easily arise at any moment, and there will sit People 
nho will say, we decide the policy, and there we, the Zionists, r.ill be, and 
~:ill be outvoted by these others, and hon can Judge Levinthal or Rabbi Heller 
or Ur . Lip~~ or anybody else sit in a committee there on this most vital of 
Zionist functions and be outvoted on the question of policy?" 

RAJ3]I JAMES Go HELLER pointed out that as a result of his recent visits to 
a number of co1mnunities, very fen realize that the Committee for a Je rish A;rmy 
is directly under Revisionist auspices. 

JUDGZ LEVLTrnHAL reported as f olloTis: 11 In the last t\"'o communications that 
nere sent out by the Zionist Organization of erica - I am sorry to say this, 
but I em afraid most of you don't read these letters - I 1J'Urposely inserted one 
sentence that an examination of the Governing Committee of the Committee for a 
Jeuish .A;rmy nill show a differentiation between that committee and the front of 
the Committee. In other ,ords, Samuel Earden Church, you '7ill notice, is not 
a member of their executive committee, He is the Honorary Chairman of the Com­
mittee for a JeTTish .A;rrrry. He is not a member of the executive board. So that 
he and anyone like him has nothing to do ~ith the control of policy. That ex­
ecutive committee is 90% Revisionist - H dany, Jabotinslcy, Ben Ami, and every 
name there is Revisionist. Ue moTT that as a matter of record, because in the 
advertisement, the last advertisement in the Philadel uhia Record, there ,1ere 
some 200 names listed in that Committee for a Je7ish A;rmy, and there uas an 
asterisk next to the names of the members of the executive committee indicating 
them. Non, of 17 names, Morris Uargulies, our ex-Secretary, is a member of the 
Connnittee, bJ.t he is not trusted to be a member of the executive committee. He 
is a Zionist, even though he is not officially noTT an officer of the z.o.A. And 
so Dr. Sachar, uho is a fine gentlemen and the Executive Director of the Hillel 
Foundation. He is one of the front, but he is not a member of the executive 
committee. If you will examine carefully uho are the members of the executive 
committee, you trill see 15 Revisionists and two non-Revisionists. 

If you read the letter, you will say to a person, 11 If you are a Revisionist, 
you certainly have a right to join that committee. If you are not, then you 
realize that the Revisionists are not under the control of the Je Tish Agency 
and it is the Revisionists nho control this Committee." For instance, if I TTill 
tell you that there uere meetings in Philadelphia nhere there uere representa­
tives of tha Oormnittee for a Jewish _'\rrily, and those people said, 11TThy give money 
to the Eeren Hayesod and the Keren !(-JYemeth? 11rrhat is the sense of buyin land 
in Palestine now, what is the sense of planting trees in Palestine, ~hat is the 
sense of giving money to the Hadassah, of having hospitals in Palestine? imat 
we •ve got to do is concentrate on the a.rnv." Now, you can see that type of 
propaganda is anti-Jeuish .Agency policy, anti-Zionist, in the ise of pro-army 
propaganda. It seems to me that it should be obvious to organized Zionists, 
that a front organization for the Revisionists cannot be cooperated uith unless 
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the Revisionists co~e into the Zionist Organization. NoTT we know that in South 
.Africa there has been an agreement, but so long as the Revisionists are on the 
outside and they put up one of their organizations, how can we possibly cooper­
ate?" 

MR. SA.UL SPIRO ma.de a motion to the effect that ue carry in the New Pales­
tine and by cornrmmication to the Zionist Districts a sinmle and lucid exr.>lana.­
tion of the present situation of our relation to the Comziiittee for the Jewish 
Army. The motion was seconded by Herman TTeisman. 

MR. D.A1HEL ELLISON felt that if you Tiill tell the people who are not so 
intimately connected v!ith Zionists, as some of us are, that the Corrnnittee for 
the Je?ish .Army is a Revisionist controlled group, it uill mean nothing to them. 
They vlill say, "look at the people behind the Revisionists(! It must be a good 
organization. There c~11•t be anything wrong vrith them, else \'11zy' these names?" 
Mr. ~llison felt we ought to join the Cormnittee and then filter from the inside 
so that we will have control. 

RABBI JAMES G. HELLER replied to Mr. Ellison that he underestimated the 
political knowledge of the Revisionist group. He also said that he learned 
during the past ten days that several members on the letterhead of the Com­
mittee for a Je~ish A.rmy do not understand their particination in it and believe 
that it is under Zionist auspices, and have no realization whatsoever that the 
Revisionists are running that Committee and that the Revisionists are not offi­
cially connected ~ith the Zionist movement. He therefore suggested the sending 
of a letter to the members of the Committee who are not Revisionists and appri­
sing them of the exact situation. 

MR. SIMON SimZER replied as follows to a point raised by Mr. Ellison. ''It 
is non at least ten days since the national office sent out to the Chairmen and 
Secretaries of every Zionist District throughout the country a very large kit 
with instructions to organize mass demonstrations in favor of a Jewish Army 
under the auspices of the General Zionists, and affiliated participating con­
stituent bodies of the »nergency Committee. now you don 1t have to go to the 
newspapers and tell them not to accept the other publicity, because we sent yCJU 
sufficient material to furnish the newspapers ,11th publicity. The wa;y to handle 
the thing is on the basis of the new instructions to organize yourselves in your 
communities. We are prepared, on this side of the table, to admit that there 
has been a deadlock in the negotiations, which has caused indecision and confu­
sion, but there is no longer any indecision now and the platform has been es­
tablished so that there is no occasion for the Districts not to move forward." 

MR. ALBERT SCIWrZER reported that in the :aorough of Brooklyn, when on a 
very limited number of occasions this matter came up, and he was able to explain 
it as l~r. Shatzer, J'u.dge Levinthal, Mr, Neumann have explained it. He sent a 
letter to the most prominent Brooklyn paper on the S'llbject, and is now organiz­
ing a borough-wide meeting on behalf of a Jeuiah army. Mr. Schanzer was opposed 
to sending letters to 8XlY of the members of that Committee uho were ignorant 
about Zionist troubles and differences. He urged the general Zionists effect-
ively and militantly to carry on theiil' own propaganda. 

MR. ELIHU STONE felt we should make it clear that the Jevrish army as ad­
vocated by the Revisionists, doea not represent the Zionist Organization, but 
at the same time we must discourage other bodies from trying to promote the var., 
same thing in which we are concerned. 
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MR. JOSEPH HALl3ERT expressed agreement with Mr. Stonels point of view. 

MR. NEtn!ANN pointed out that Dr. Uahum Goldmann, JU.dge Levinthal and he were 
among those in the Emergency Oommi t tee who were anxious to bring about an accord 
with the Committee for the Jewish J.:rmy. Others took a different nosition. Mr. 
Neumann deplored the misunderstanding and lack of information of -some of the 
Zionists. He urged as follo\Ve: "We ought to make it clear to the Zionists that 
the real efforts for the Jewish Army have been going on unremittingly, for the 
Past two and a half years since the war broke out by the Zionist leadership, by 
Weizmann in London, by :Ben Gurion and Shertok in Palestine. 'We ought to emphasize 
that the tuo most substantial things which have been done 1n respect to the 
Jewish army have been done by the Zionists. In September of 1940 nr. Weizmann 
actually secured a favorable decision by the British Cabinet in favor of the or­
ganization of the first Jewish division. They uent further. They even named a 
British general to organize and lead this first Jewish division. They opened up 
offices in London. Of course, there was again a reversal of policy - it happens 
in the British Cabinet just as it happens in the Dnergency Committee - and they 
began to postpone decisions, but the fact is that there was a great political 
victory attained in September of 1940 by Dr. Weizmann . in conversation with 
Churchill and others. And we have the document that was approved by the Cabinet 
outlining the various points. 

We must be aware that the seoond most important thing done was in Palestine, 
namely, although we had no Jewish army proclaimed, the Jewish !gency encouraged 
young Palestinian Jews to join the British forces in considerable numbers, and 
the contribution ma.de, although it is not under a Jewish flag, is nevertheless 
there. It does carry, even today, considerable weight - some 13,000 young Jews 
have enlisted, which in proportion to the population of Palestine, is a very 
large proportion, the equivalent of 3,500,000 of this country. Now, that is a 
very su.bstantial contribution. These people are actually serving, for years now, 
in Jerlisb. companies for the most part. It is true that we are not satisfied 
with this, blt it is also true that if we should succeed at a favorable moment 
in getting recognition for a Jewish force, the nucleus is right there. The 
first thing to happen would be that the companies would become battalions, then 
brigades, then divisions, and you would have actually the beginning of a Je~ish 
army right there. 

It was no small feat for the Executive of the Jewish Agency to have accomp­
lished that in the face of intolerable provocation from the Palestine Adminis­
tration ,1i th regard to Palestine and the Jews. Nevertheless, we were able to 
put this thing through. They are continuing their campaign. They have been 
rendering service to the British Government in a military way other than through 
these enlisted people. As a matter of fact there has come about recently a 
very important change in the atmosphere among the British in the Near Eaet. We 
have seen it from a variety of sources. There has been a growing disillusion­
ment about the Arabs, not only because they have no troops, but because of a 
great many other things, such as handing out military secrets to the enemy, and 
sending Arab legions into Syria and the people running away, and stealing the 
arms in addition. So that you hear it there and y(JU hear it here, that the 
Arabs a.re entirely and completely untrustworthy, that they are all for sale. 

This thing has been happening because on the one hand they have seen the 
Jeuish community of Palestine, the Jews of the world demanding an army, actual­
ly not waiting, but going ahead and enlisting and rendering invaluable service, 
and on the other hand, they have seen the .Arabs behafe as they do and making of 
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the uhole Uear East a quagJnire of intrigue and treachery, Now these are the re­
sults of the situation, and it is no ad in the Neu York Times. I don•t belittle 
the ads, but I have demanded all the time that the Zionist sho1ld carry on the 
propaganda. It is a misfortune that the Zionist Districts are asleep, and it isno 
one's fault in New York or Washington. And we know, whenever a person attempted 
to do something, he met with success, It is difficult to get into the local 
Papers and radio stations only ,1hen you do not try, Why couldn't we have 50 or 
100 local dl apters of the .American Palestine Committee which could have carried 
on local propaganda for a Jewish army? They (the Revisionists) have only one 
thing to do - namely, propaganda for a Jewish anny. They arentt lnrdened with 
membership or receipts or KH or UPA or JNF or Hadaseah or anything else. 

They have a handful of youngsters uho have nothing else to do, They are 
active, intelligent, clever, zealous, not over-scrupulous, which is sometimes 
a help, and they are going ahead with this one thin, collecting money not for 
a Je~ish arm,y. bu.tare collecting money for carrying on propaganda for big space 
in the papers which is perhaps useful, and for other things not so useful. :But 
they are doing it and are, incidentally, reviving the Revisionist movement which 
was half dead, particularly since Jabotinsky died, and since they have nothing 
else to do they can concentrate upon that 1 and since ue have been unwilling to 
go out and create confusion among the goyim - I could have stopped those people 
from printing that statement, but I wo·1 ld have to unroll before them the r,hole 
thing, and I was reluctant to do it. I still am, and I think that we ought to 
be clear about several things. 

They have not produced a JeTTish army. This propaganda hasn't producAd it, 
Nor has ours. They have rendered a certain service, I think, by developing this 
propaganda, this Committee for a Jewish~ itself, but ue mu.st not overrate 
or exaggerate it. It helps, but it hasn•t produced the army. We dontt know 
whether it will, As far as poliiical negotiations are concerned, they can only 
be carried on by the official Zionist bodies. Neither the United States Govern­
ment nor the British Government are going to give a JeTTish army to :Ben Ami or 
aey of them, or even Harden Church or Van Pa.assen. If they want to negotiate, 
they will do it ,11th the responsible Je~1ish bodies, end all these people can do 
is to create a certain propaganda uhich is useful. 

As far as th6 idea. of making propaganda for a Jewish army 1s concerned, my 
opinion is that their propaganda on the whole has been beneficial. On the other 
hand there is no doubt in my mind that because they are doing it. and because 
on the other hand our Zionist groups are not sufficiently active. their propagan­
dais resulting in harm not to the idea of a Jewish army, but to the Zionist 
movement in this country, to the z.o.A. in particular. The Hadassah wouldn't 
lose its members. Neither uould the Peale Zion, Hardly the Mizrachi, But as 
for the z.o,A., there is no doubt that you a.re undenning the position of the 
z.o . .A,. and there is only one thing to do, and that is for the z.0.4. itself, for 
the Districts to take the ball awaY from than. It is not so difficult, 

Ue had a meeting in Carnegie Hall, They have tried to hold meetings in 
Ne~ York which ~ere poorly attended. They didn't have the crowd. The Yiddish 
press is now, on the ~hole, supporting us. We have to explain to the Zionists 
that they are not under Zionist control. It is the business of Zionists to 
carry on their work, of the Zionists, through Zionist media, and not through 
them. We can and should go to that extent. We should not engage in a special 
campaign of breaking them down, nor should we break down the goyim who are 
giving them some measure of support, What we should do is to get the Zionists 
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steamed up to do something themselves. We can•t help this competition and if in 
the end a Jewish army should come about• then there will be a question anong the 
future historians as to who contributed more to a Jewish army. So we can leave 
that to the historians of the future." 

JUDGE LEVINTH.AL made the following remarks: " I want to refer to one state­
ment made by Pierre Van Paassen in a letter which he wrote to the Reconstruction­
ist. Some of you have not read it. Otherwise Mr. Stone and som3 of the others 
would not have said, there is no harm to the z.o.A., that we can cooperate even 
if they are on the outside~ Van Paassen made the charge that a delegation of 
the z.o.L informed lord Halifax and our State Department last year, that the 
z.o . .A.. "had nothing to do with the idea of forming a Jewish army". 

Now we looked through our minutes of the Errergency Committee. There is 
absolutely not the slightest scintilla of fact which would warrant such a charge. 
There never was any such delegation or such representation, and in my reply to 
the Reconstructionist, I made it clear that there couldn't have been such a 
delegation making such represent at ion, because the f;tate Department knew and 
the Embassy knew, as I know, ju.st what Weizmann and Shertok and the others who 
represent the Zionist movement, were doing. I haven:t found such confusion as 
Mr. Shapiro and others have intimated, after the facts were told. 

We had a joint meeting in Philadelphia a few weeks ago, attended by about 
100 Zionists. Dr. Goldmann was there. And I realized at that time that things 
had to be clarified and I made a statement. I didn't vilify Jabotinsl~J or his 
memory or the Revisionists~ I made a simple statement of fact, and after that 
I have been assured by hundreds of persons that they understand the situation 
and they will carry on propaganda for an army, but under Zionist auspices - not 
Revisionist. 

Now, I don•t think we have to disillusion those non-Jews who are working 
with the Revisionists umnttingly, but it does seem to me that if we have an 
opportunity to enlighten Harden Church, I think Mr, Spiro oould very well do 
it, not in a vilifying wa:y ~ but if you went to work under the auspices of the 
Zionist movement, we could say, join the .American Palestine Committee and let 
them do it." 

RABBI SIMOlil' GREEITT3ERG made the following remarks: "1 1 d like to say one 
word about this thing, because I was personally very much involved right here 
locally, and I don't personally see why r,e are taking such a broad-minded 
attitude on this question~ You may get your army, i3ut the Revisionists will 
claim the credit, and in the meantime their propaganda is definitely anti-Zion­
istic. Letts make no mistake about it. I kno~ what is going on here locally. 
They hold Jetrish parlor meetings and they say, the Zionist Orga."lization is dead. 
They have been asleep. Weizmann has been an impediment to the Zionist movement. 
If it weren't for him we uould have had 3,000,000 people or 5,000,000 in Pales­
tine to day. fl 

"They are underining everything we have tried to build up. This is an ab­
solute secession movement uithin the Zionist Organization. What should we tell 
our Zionist Districts? Should we permit them to listen to this? If uhat I 
have heard here today is so good, why shouldn't ue permit Ben .Ami to speak at 
all kinds of meetings and encourage all their speakers? jnd '\"Then somebody 
calls me and says, 'shall we have Ben .Ami', should I say 1yes, only understand 
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he isn't a Zionist?• Well, these people can't make those differences of opinion. 
The Revisionists are going to fire the Zionist leadership with their imagination, 
and if these men put this a:rnzy- across, they will bury the z.o.A. If they put 
it across - not only will they claim the credit, but the average Jew will give 
them the credit today. Now, that is the situation today. The average Jew 1:nows 
about it through the ad in the New York Times, through the ad in the Record here, 
and if ue take the attitude that merely because these things are being done they 
are good and we are not going to question the method - we will be encouraging 
secessionism in the Zionist movement and we will be strengthening not the army, 
because it will fall. We will be strengthening Revisionism in this country." 

MR. MAURICE BOUXSTEIN amended Mr, Spiro ts motion as follows: "That the ZOA, 
through the New Palestine and through such other methods which it may deem 
appropriate, shall inform the Zionists, first, that the Committee for a Jewish 
Army is at present under Revisionist auspices and not under Zionist auspices, 
second, that it shall couple to that a complete statement of the relationship 
of the Zionist Organization itself to the project for a Jewish army and what it 
has already done, and third, that it shall engage in a much more active campaign 
or attempt to induce Zionists throughout the country to engage in a more active 
campaign themselves on behalf of a Jewish army - the exact methods later to be 
defined. 11 

The motion was seconded by Rabbi Isadore Breslau and was UNA..~IMOUSLY CAB.RI]D. 

Hn.mN GOLDMAN asked for instructions regarding the holding of protest meet­
ings with respect to the Struma disaster. 

MR. SIMON SHE'l'ZER replied that such instructions were sent to all District 
Chairmen and Secretaries, Slggesting that communities hold either memorial 
or mass protest meetings, or both. In some comnru.nities mass protest meetings 
cannot be held because they have completed mass meetings with reference to the 
Jewish army, and there is a point of diminishing returns with reference to them. 
In such a community, a memorial meeting in a synagogue under religious auspices 
would be an appropriate kind of demonstration at this time. In other communit­
ies, a mass meeting with reference to the army obviously might be combined with 
a mass meeting in reference to the Struma. 

MR. SHETZER also informed the Council that Judge Levinthal enclosed with 
the instructions a memorandum giving the whole history of the Struma disaster 
and similar experiences, and urged the necessity of publicizing the Struma out­
rage and the facts with respect to the other refugee boats that have been in­
volved in similar circumstances. The kit also contained a copy of the editorial 
in the Washington Poat with the S'llggeetion that similar editorial expressions 
be obtained in local papers. A new portfolio will be sent to the district 
Chainnen and Secretaries within the next week with additional material contain­
ing the following: J.. mEIIlorandum giving the facts with regard to these refugee 
boats, the highlights of points to be made in the speeches in the press and on 
the radio and otherwise, a statement of policy, giving a line to the Zionists 
as to how they should go about it, and finally a draft resolution similar to 
the one adopted by the Administrative Council. 

RABBI J.A.MES G. HELLER informed the !dministrative Council that the Central 
Conference of Jmerican Rabbis of which he is president, adopted a strong resolu­
tion in regard to the Jewish army which was carried by a vote of almost two to 
one. 
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HENRY MONTOR: "The Actions Committee of the World Zionist Organization, 
meeting in Jerusalem, confirmed the budget of $8 1 000 1 ooo. That budget covers 
the activities of the Keren Hey-esod and the Keren Keyemeth for the period ending 
October 1, 1942. If $s,0001000 is to be spent in Palestine this year, ~ithout 
increasing the indebtedness of the two national institutions, which at the 
moment happens to be $11 1 000,000• the Jews of Anerica will have to provide the 
sum. 

The question is, of course, how the Jews of .America can provide the sum 
within the framework of o. body called the United Jewish Appeal, which concerns 
itself with the Joint Distribution Comnittee and the Nationa.l Refugee Service 
as well as the United Palestine Appeal. I note that the 1942 agreement for the 
U. J,A. provides that the first money that is to be made available from the 1942 
campaign is to be distributed as followst $41 525, 000 to the J.D.C., ~,5751 000 
to the U.P. A.. and $2, 0001 000 to the N.R.s. The latter amount is guaranteed to th';} 
N.R.S, by the J.D.O. and the U,P.A. through the payment of ten equal installments 
of $2001 000 each. The N,R,s., however, is not entitled to receive any additional. 
funds from the .41.lotment Committee, The only beneficiary after the initial dis­
tribution will be the J.D.O. and the U,P.A., which is a completely diff erent 
procedure from that which obtained la.st yea:r and the yeex before. 

You may be interested to know the development in New York City with respect 
to the U. J. A. A permanent corporation has been created. Up until this year, 
the U.P.A. in New York was merely an offshoot of the national U.J,A. The cor­
poration in New York is composed of the J.D. O., the U.P • .A. and the N.R. s. The 
corporate charter as well ~s the by-law provide that no additional beneficiaries 
m~ be included in the New York United JeWish Appeal without the individual 
consent of each of the agencies. 

'rhe U.P.A. is engaged at the present time in two main lines of activity, 
outside of the fact that it is included in the fund-raising effort which is the 
United Jewish Appeal. The U.P.A. in the last six years has received for the 
Keren HBtYesod and the Keren Xayaneth over $161 000, 0001 and I think it will be 
agreed that that ie a very substantial equity which the Zionist movement has in 
American JeWish sentiment with respect to Palestine. And because the U.P • .A. 
is a.are of the fact that there are other bodies raising funds for Pal ea tine, 
other Zionist bodies which are competing for the attention and the interest of 
.American Jews, it is engaged in a program outside the framework of the United 
Jewish Appeal in trying to broaden the interest of Jews in the upbuilding of 
the Jewish National Home. 

It is, therefore, issuing films, literature, engaging radio progroms, 
sponsoring conferences in various parts of the country. It is trying to maintain 
contact with a group of some 40,000 key leaders throughout the cowitry. These 
a.ro the men and women who are the bacld>one of campaigns throughout the CO'Wl try. 
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In other words• it is a procedure directed almost entirely to individual leaders 
rather than to conmunities as a whole. 

I am glad to sey that the campaigns nhich have been initiated for the U.J,A. 
since January 1, 1942, have been uniformly more successful than those initiated 
last ye~. I think that that is particularly encouraging im view of the fears 
that many had had that because of tooces, the patriotic ardor of some individuals 
in some communities, the priority situation, IJlallY communitioa might fail, but not 
a single coIDIIIWlity which has thua fa:r launched its campaign, with the exception 
of one• has not raised more money than last yea:r, Your Chairman, Dr. Heller, 
has just returned from nne of the communities - Houston - and there when he left 
they had raised $10,000 more from the same group than had been given the yeax 
before, 

.And that is an index for the greater part of the communities that have had 
rnmpaigns up to this time. I dontt belive, however, tbat it would be fair or 
judicial to base our prospects for 1942 exclusively on these comnnmities which, 
in the main, do not exceed some 10,000 or 151 000 or 20,000 in population. We 
must still depend for some 65% of the proceeds of the U,J.A. on 13 of the largest 
comm.mi ties in America., and only one has thus far inaugurated its campaign - New 
York - and all the others are still to begin in the latter pa.rt of March and 
April. In New York, however, I am infonned, from the Trade Divisions which have 
thus far initiated their camPi._~gas, there has been raised more money this year 
than the year before. Whether that will be true of the big contributors is som&­
thing that only time can tell, 

~here is only one thing I believe ought to be repeated here, as at every 
Zionist meeting• that the Zionists can once again make their contribution to the 
United Jewish .Appeal through their work in the Welfare Funds. Welfare Funds are 
tod~ the medium through which all fund-raising is done, with very minor exce1r 
tions, and also by acting very vigorously in allotment committees. As you know, 
Wlfortunately1 sometimes, our Zionists in some isolated instances, become in­
terested in small projects and they present and represent these projects if and 
when they are members of the allotment committee, instead of ~ering al.most 
exclusively to the championship of the cause of the United JeWish .Appea.1, so that 
their voice can have a maximum effectiveness. If the Zionists will embrace the 
ca.use of the U, J.A. as their own, I think it would be helpful for the Zionist 
cause as well as to the individual agencies embraced in the U, J.A." 

In answer to a query regarding the purpose served by carrying on the U.P.A. 
conferences and contacts with 40,000 of our key people through .America, Mr, Montor 
replied: "\Vhen the U.J.A. \Vas fonned in 1939, Dr. Silver, as Natior..al Chairman, 
proposed that the U.J.A. serve not merely aJ3 the fund-raising instrument for the 
three 9Esancies which the U, J,A. embraces, but a.s the educational instrument, He 
proceeded on the assumption that if it was good enough for these three agencies 
to unite for fund-raising purposes, they thought enough of ea.ch otherts purposes 
to join in financing and furthering propaganda on each otherts objectives and 
achievements. That, however, was not the point of view taken by the other agencies -
the J,D.O. and the N. R. s. And those bodies have proceeded on with their separate 
activities involving regional conferences, literature, radio broadcasts, and all 
the activities which they had previously conducted outside of the United JeWieh 
.Appeal. In fact, there has been e.n intensification on the part of both of tham 
of these activities, 
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The suggestion was renewed only six waoks ago by the u. P.A., that the u. J.A. 
channel all the 11 teraturo and all the radio programs, all the conferences, so 
that throughout the country there would not be U.P.A. and J,D. C. and N.R.s. con­
ferences, but one U.J.A. conference, In the three years and three months which 
the U.J.A. has existed• there has not been a single U,J.A. conference throughout 
tho country because of that attitudo. We were hopi~, as a matter of fact, to 
have a u. J . .A. conference nationally in .April in order to stimulate the thinking 
of the people with respect to tho noods of the U,J.A., and although that has been 
nurtured and fosterod by several of the leaders of tho U,P.A., the indifference of 
some of the others in the other organizations has caused that project to fall down. 
Now, if you believe that the U.P.A.. has an equity in the interest of the Jews of 
.America in Palestine as a campaign, then the activities which the U.P.A. is con­
ducting, validly or invalidly, are justified by that t.okan. 11 

MR. ELIHO D. STONE urged the Zionists, and particularly z. O.A. members j oin 
the local welfare organizations everywhere, because the Council of Federations is 
becoming stronger and tho strongest determining factor in llnerican Jowish life, 
,;;hether we like it or not. They aro tho agoney· of fund-raising, and they will 
have a great effect not only in fund-raising but on the ideology of Jewish life. 
Zionists should make it their business everywhere to join these Funds. 

IV. BEPOR'r ON THE J. N. F. 

MR. MENDEL FISHER: "I an privileged to presont in summary f-erm a report of 
our operations from October 1, 1941, to March l, 1942. In the light of the dis­
couraging and heart-rending reports that have been given hore dealing with the 
political situation and uith the trB€iC events a.rising out of the sinking of the 
Struma., the J.N.F. 1s registering an upsuing in its income, and what is oqually 
significant, increased participation on the part of .Amorican Jewry in the work 
for Geul.ath Haaretz, ought to serve in strengthening us all and in giving us grca.tor 
f a.i th in the work in which we are all eng~~od.. 

A thesis had been developed immediately after Anerica1 a entry into the war 
that our fund-raising efforts generally would suffer, and that »10 ought to expect 
a marked decline in our income for Polestine work. Thus far, the thesis has not 
been sustained, although none of us can, or ought to attempt to prophesy what will 
happen in the future. 

'I!he Jewish National Fund reports a remarkable increase not only in the amount 
of money raised but in the ta:npo of our worlt. :Beginning with Pearl Harbor, when 
we had the first large J.N.F. function in Los Angeles only a week after the Pearl 
Lia:-bor tragedy, we have boon very much heartened by tho interest manifested in the 
work for the redemption of the land. The inoome from our traditional collections 
for the period under review, five months - October 1, 1941 to March 1 1 1942 - was 
$2701 032.42. Thia compares with $204,577.23 for the same period of la.it year. The 
increase is approximately ovor 32%, The total income for this period, including 
our share of the U.P • .A.. income, whioh was $4261 347. 92, makes a total incomo of 
$6961 380.34. We have remitted to Palestine for the same period $657,044.65 com­
pared with $464, 698• 87 for the same poriod of last yea:r, 

As you alread3 know from previous roports, \?hen we closed our books for tho 
la.st fiscal yoar, on Octobor 1st, 1941, our income from traditional collections 
was $609,572.46 and our sha.ro of tho U,P.A. income was $1,103,750.30., mald.ng a 
total of $1. 1 713, 322. 76. 
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Engaged as \10 now are in our 40th .Anniversary effort, in which .American 
Zionists are participating, if ue can maintain the some tempo of progrosa, wo 
ought to report a record yca:r. 

I al.so wish to take this opportunity of registering the appreciation of the 
Jewish National Fund Administration to the Zionist Organization of .America and to 
its National Chairman of J.U.F,, Mr. Abraham H, Cohen and his associates who have 
cooperated vdth us in our \7ork during this past yea:r. .A grom.ng consciousness 6f 
interest in support of Geulath Ha.aretz is being manifested thanks to the stimular 
tion which is being given to our \7ork. A report of the Z,O.A.. activities '7ill be 
given by Mr. Cohen together with such observations as he will make.n 

MR. Ji\BRAIWv! H- COm:rN: "I regard the J.N.F. ~ the controlling project in the 
strength and vitality of our organization. and particularly our Districts through­
out the country. I wns particularly interested in taking hold of this job because 
I wanted to got an idea reys elf just how strong or how reek our organization is in 
America. and I think: I found out after working with this problem for nearly a yea:r. 

You recall that last yee:r Mr, Kaufmann asked me to serve as the National 
Chairman for the J,N.F., ond the first job Yla.B to activate some of our Zionist 
Districts for the J.N.F. Unfortunately, tho response that we have received from 
the Districts uo.s not very satisfactory and very discouraging in some respects. 
I might t8ll you that evon though we have been working with this problem for more 
than a year and trying to contact ea.ch and every one of our Districts. they have 
not responded to the degree that we had a right to expect. We have been unable to 
get all of our Districts to designate J.N.F. Chairmen or to organize J.N.F. Com­
mittees. That in itself is a tremendous indictment against our orgallization. Ho 
ha.ve succeeded, houever, in getting 184 of our Districts to designate J.N.F. 
Chairmen, and these chairmen, in turn, have organized around them committees that 
have functioned, some better and some worse. I Uill give you the figures in regard 
to their functioning a littlo later, but there still remain 214 Districts through­
out the country ~10 have refrained from responding to this elementary request made 
not alone by tho chairman of the committee, but of course, by the President of the 
z. O.A. The office of the Z. O.A. endoavored throtl@l correspondence and by means 
of speakers who have come to the various Districts to get them to respond to the 
degree of designating a. chairman, and unfortunately there still are 214 Districts 
throughout the country which haven't talren this elementary step. 

Perhaps the situation might be further clarified if I tell you that out of 
a. total of 184 Dis tricta who have Chairmen, only 91 Districts have reported 8XJY 
monies to us. That docsnlt mean that only 91 Districts have been doing work for 
the J.N.Jf.. I am sure more than that have done some little thing for the J,1J.F., 
no matter what credit they have obtained or activities they have had for J.N.F. 
They must have gotten some results. However, we have the record in the J. N.F. 
office of only 91 comnrunitios or Districts. There a.re many more comnunitiea 
throughout the country that contribute money-, but as far as our Zionist Distriots 
are concerned. only 91 of them have received credit or have asked for credit in 
our office, and that seems to me is the best proof that it is essential to develop 
some kind of discipline, some kind of activlzation, as I call it, of our Districts 
throughout the country. 

We are working at this problem. I dontt know how successful ue can be with 
the limited facilities that a:re at our disposal, liut I want to say that the 
administration of the J.N.Y, ha.s given us every possible cooperation in this 
matter. In fact, we havo put a girl in charge of just this job and ue have tried 
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to stir up activity in our Districts by personal contacts with the chairman of the 
various Districts, but unfortunately these are the facts and these a.re the figures. 

I want to confine myself to the matter of credits. I can't seem to make clear 
to our people throughout the country that it is imperative for them to claim credit 
for whatever J.N.F. activity they engage in, I have here a whole sheaf of letters 
from people throughout the country who insist that Ha.da.saah does the J.N.F. work 
and that the Council does the job, and therefore they are out in the cold and don 1t 
claim &'JY credit, even though they actually do some oork for J.N.F. Now we will 
never know what the work they do is unless we succeed in persuading them to claim 
credit for that work. Personally, if you e.ak me this in confidence, I would s~ 
that wherever people don't claim any credit, they don1t do 8XlY work, and though 
you ma3" differ with me in some individual cases, that may not be so, but by and 
large those are the facts. 

I urge the members of the .Administrative Council who are gathered here to take 
back this message to the chairman of the J.N.F. in their districts where they have 
them, and where they don't, I Wish they oould designate them, because that ia the 
only J.N.F. contact ue have with the district: organization and unless we do it in 
some organized fashioni we ca.nit hope to have any results. I want to emphasize 
too, the fact that our problem is to get the districts to do something, I know of 
no better wey of keeping alive the interest in Palestine among our own people and 
activizing them for other Zionist _purposes than to contact them directly with the 
work of the J.N.F., in malting them feel that they are participating in the work of 
the J.N.F. 

As soon as we have succeeded in rounding out our organization and getting our 
people to respond to ,1hat we ask them to do, we hope to develop a manual that will 
be put into the hands of all of our people. I have deliberately refrained from 
developi~ that manual, although it is in manuscript on my desk, because I have 
felt that there was no purpose in sending a manual to people who won't read it or 
do anything with it. .As a matter of fact, it add.a to their confusion :if you send 
them material of no value, It simply adds to the li tc-.rature they throw awa3. When 
lia.dassah sends out its litoraturo to the J.N.F., chairmen, Hadassah is absolutely 
certain that some attention will be given to that communication. in.en we send them, 
we are absolutely certain that nothing will result, for the most part. We have to 
bestir them in some other wey, Therefore, I have tried to develop this question of 
personal. contact, 

This year we tried a new innovation in the sense that we have given each of 
our districts a snecific quota to fulfill. We have assigned each district in the 
countrJ a quota, basod largely upon their own membership and their local strength, 
and I want to tell you that it is very disheartening to read the results, particu­
larly, when one find.a very strong Zionist districts throughout the country with a 
credit of $5.oo for J.N.F., with a quota of over $1.,ooo. That doesn't mean that 
$5,00 is all the money raised by this district. It mey mean that the Hadasaah 
wives of the Zionist District members have insisted upon getting the credit for 
certain JoN.F. work which the districts themselves have produced. 

About 50 J.N.F. committees throughout the country have been complaining through 
the years that they have been unable to get the full cooperation of the Zionist 
District members, and that the officers have been the least cooporative of the 
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people. That is very significant because of the fact that in many districts 
throughout the country the chairmen of the councils arc our own people. In other 
words, the J.N.F. had found its most active men in tho community as a member of 
the Zionist District, and that mall has, therefore, been made the chairman of the 
J.N.F. Council, but the moment he becomes the chairman of the J.N.F. Council, 
somehow or other he loaes his contact with the Zionist District and fails to take 
credit for the work that he does for the J.N.F. in his community. Thus fa:r we are 
left in a position where our best workers are siphoned out of the Districts for 
the work of the J.N.F., and we are trying to dovelop a feeling on the part of the 
District officers and district membership that they should participate as an 
organized body in these Councils in order to enable us to activize the entit.e 
membership of the district in the J.N.F.ff 

V. R'EPORr ON THE XEREN H.A.Y:mOD: 

JUDGE LEVINTHAL: "At the last meeting of the Executive Oomnittee of the 
z. O. A., a revised 1 ist of tho members of the z. O. A.~ 92 of them, was unanimously 
qualified to be members of tho :Board of Directors of tho X. H., and at the last· 
meeting of the general membership of the I. H. held in New York lat year, 125 
directors were unanimously elected, and of those 125, 92 members of the Z,O,J\.. 
approved by the Executive Committee of the Z.O . .A., TTere unanimously olected. The 
next meeting of the newly elected Board of Directors will bo held on Thursday, 
ivlarch 12th at 4: 30 at tho Astor Hotel, and the members of -~he z. O. A. who havo been 
elected members of the Board of Directors are urged to attond that moating, 
because at that meeti~ there will tal::e place an election of officers and of an 
Administrative Conmittee of 17 of the X. H. under the by-laws and constitution 
of the I. H. The officors and tho Administrative Committee constitute the regular 
governing body of the X. H. It is most important that as many of the 92 members 
of the z. O.A. who are members of the Board should attend tha·t meeting on Thursday 
afternoon without fail." 

MR. I:I:EmUN WEISAWr urgod Judge Levinthal to call o. prf:liminary meeting of our 
92 direotors to decide upon our slate of officers and Administrative Committee on 
the X. H. and to decide on policy. In that way the Coc,rdir.ation Resolution can 
be better implemented. Tho Administrative Council ·J:.. ,a:ni:nously adopted Mr. Weisman•s 
suggestiono 

VI. REPORT ON PCLITIC.At AFF,AJBS. 

DR. NAHUM GOLDM.ANNI "I hope that as soon as Dro ';foizmann arrives in this 
country, a special conference of leading Zionists from all ovor the country will 
be called together in order to discuss for a day or two nothing else but the 
obligations and duties of .American Zionism in tho present situation • .American 
Zionism is today not being rhetorical about tho docisive factor in the whole 
Zionist world, and if .American Zionism will not live up to its obligations, then 
our position will become still worse than it is. I thinJc that the position, 
ospecial.ly as manifested by the last statement of the British Government, en­
dorsi?'f; this policy of the High Conmissioner in Palestine ,:ith regard to the Struma, 
may be ono of the worst statements I know about in tho history of our pblitical 
negotiations with the British Government. I don•t think that wo should fool 
oursclvos by distinguishing between the Palostino Administration and the British 
Govornment. Tho British Government is not naivo, and after two and a half years 
of permanent work it knows what it talks about, and has endorsed in e. completo 
wey this inhuman attitude of MaoMichael, which is a pol icy that can only load 
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ton broach of relations a.nd a stato of permanent conflict botweon tho Yishuv and 
tho Jewish people and tho British Govornmont. I, personally, bolive one of tho 
purposes of MacMichaol is that he wants to arouse so much anti-British f eoling 
nmong the Yishuv that ho can show Britain that the Jews in Palestine aro pursuing 
such policies in the Near East. 

There are many acts of this administration which have no other explanation, 
because to have admitted the 700 passengers of the Struma would have been easy 
under all the laws and rules of the White Paper, and permission from London was 
not required. The same thing applies to the people in Atlith. It is a pormanont 
-policy of provocation to the Yiahuv, and if there would be no war situation, I am 
suro tho Jewish .Agency uould close up tho office in London and break up relations 
vlith Great Britain. We did it after the Fassfield White Fapor. We cannot do it 
now. We are at war and we have to givo our support to the successful prosecution 
of the war. I don't think that there is much cha.nee left, and I am by nature not 
a pessimist, I rather al.WBtYS take an optimistic viow, but in the light of what 
has happened in the last two and a half years, I don't think that there is mu.oh 
chance lof.t that we will bring about any drastic change of tho situation with the 
present British Govornmont. 

I don't want to explain why it is so because I personally cannot even explain 
it. I haven't been in London for a yea:r and a half-_ but I cannot explain why a 
government composed of allegedly pro-Zionist friends pursue such a policy unless 
thoy have just left things complotoly to the Colonial Offico. I can Wlderstand 
their difficulties about the Jewish army since a political issue is involved, 
but this test case of tho Struma 1s not understandable from tho humanitarian point 
of view. Thia brutal, rude, cold answer of Lord Oranborno, who is personally not 
an anti-Zionist, of complete solidarity with such an act on the part of MaoMichael 
in the 1 ight of such a tragedy• is much oors e than if young MacDonald or another 
man committed to an anti-Zionist policy would havo given a similar answer. 

This means that we havo reached a point of a certain rooriontation of Zionist 
policies. We will not break with Groat Britain. Wo cannot do that, but the 
chances of the success of Zionist political activities dontt lie for the time being 
with the present Goverl1I!lont in Great Britain. I think that hpos connected with 
Churchill by maxzy- of us may have some basis, but perhaps not until for somo time 
after the war. You know the pormanont a.nswor of Churchill whenever he is a,pproaehcd. 
He says, "leavo me alone. After tho war I uill soe tho Zionists through, 11 and he 
ma_y believe it. I don't oven think it is just a Machiavollian answor, He is a 
friend of Zionism. MaJ,be he has coma to the conclusion that during the wa:r he 
can•t do anything for Zionism. But uo lmow from oxpcrionco that if a situation 
crystallizes for a number of years a.nd becomes a fa.it accompli and a. perma,nont 
:position in a, country, it is very difficult for ovon a very goad friend to ohango 
it immodiat ely. 

Churchill spoko against tho Whi to Paper. Ho made the bost speech in :Parliament 
ovor made on the Zionist claim. But uhon ho camo to changes, thore was a certain 
fa.it accompli created in political life which you can't change unloss you adopt 
revolutionary methods, which a Prime Minister cannot do. If ha allows this 
situation to dovelop for a number of yea.rs, then evon our best friends in cha:rgo 
of tho :Sri tish Government will not bo in a position to roverso the position nhich 
has become potrifiod and crystallized over a number of yea.rs. 
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All this makos it ·-:ore imperative to look for other possibilitios 1 for other 
frionda to change and reverse this wholo situation. To base Zionist policies 
primarily as it was done during the last 20 ye~ on Great Brita.int would bo wrong 
aftor this war. I don't thi rk the British Fmpire will pla_y tho rolo aftor this 
war that it played 20 yoars a.go. It will be a combination of tbreo powors, at 
lea.st, aftor this war - tho United Sta.toe, Great Brita.in, and Russia. Personally, 
I donlt give up tho hopo that we m~ find frionds and support even within tho 
Russian Government for Zionism after tho war, but this is a long and complicated 
story. It cannot bo dealt with ovon en passant. 

To change tho Zionist position to~ deponde ao% to 90% on tho United States. 
Tho moro England will suffer dofoat, tho more tho Uni too. States will occuw a 
commanding :position ovon in fiolds whoro Great Britain was regarded as loading in 
the Near East and tho Far East and olsowhoro too. Tho growing s trongth of tho 
U. s. position increasos tho importanco of our political work hero. 

If I woro to sum it up1 I would Sa;/ that wo arc strong onough with tho 
administration of this country to prevent Zionist political catastrophes. To give 
you an oxamplo1 we know from certain sources that whon tho Arabs prossod against 
tho :Sri tish during tho la.st half year for tho ostabl ishmont of an .Arab Federation, 
and tho implCJDonto.tion of tho third part of tho White Pa.per which promises an 
Ara.b government in Palostino, they woro told by tho :British, that - 11 wo can1t do 
it booauso of tho Unitod Sto.tos. They wouldn't allow it" \Vo ha.vo onough influonco 
and position with tho administration of this country that thoy wouldnlt agroo today 
to a oomploto chango of tho position of tho Jews in Palostino and of tho promises 
givon to us in tho Mandato and tho :Balfour Docla.ration. 

Howovor1 we aro not yet strong enough hara to bring about an a.ctivo inter­
vention of this administration to toll the British that thoir lino of poliey ha.a 
to bo changed, and I am sure that if Washington would sav it, it would be done, 
Tho moro contributions .America makos to tho Noar Ea.st in tho military field and 
manpouor, the more we can command tho situation. 

Ono of tho worst things is that tho United States is usod to · taking tho lead 
from Groat Brita.in. This is une.nsworablo. I am afraid thoro is a kind of goncral 
inforiority complex within tho United Statos with rogard to tho political wisdom 
and oxporionco of Great Britain, I hopo it will cha.ngo during this war. But such 
questions and changes will cooo about only if thoy tak:o tho lead. Britain has moro 
cxporionco tha.n wo. Thqy s,q tho Arab world will bo arousodm which is all nonsense. 
Thon tho United Statos says, after all Great Britain lmows more about Palosti~o; 
they aro thoro and wo a.ro far av,ey and what can you oxpoct! Wo cannot bring 
prossuro to boar, Moroly with friondly remarks by tho Uni tcd Sta.tos, by a Sona.tor, 
or an official of tho Sta.to D0partmcnt oxprossing a nico, sympe.thotic voico about 
Zionism, wo will a.chiovG that chango in tho situation unloss this govornmont takos 
aetion and tolls Groat Britain that things have to bo cha.ngod and that thay can bo 
changed. I dontt think wa Will achicvo a positivo chango, but wo ~ prevent a 
major dotorioration of tho situation. 

Tho increasod nocoasity of political activity on bohalf of tho Zionist and 
Jowa of this country 1s mandatory. nio movar:nont of tho z. O. A. is tho only ono 
which wo ha.vo and \7hich can, by its influence in this country, arouso tho Jowo 
and tho non-Jows in all this work, to ameliorate our situation. Thoro is no 
guarantoo for it, but unloas you hope and you have faith, you can•t do alzy'thing. 
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~o must pursue political work intensely. I don 1t think that the Zionist movement 
in .America has really lived up in its concrete activities to this unique and 
responsible and historical position it occupies today. 

Mr. Neumann quito properly oxprossod it uhon he so.id that a certain lethargy, 
a lack: of aggressive spirit on behalf of tho movomont. of tho rank and file of 
tho movomont, is at least as rosponsiblo as a luck: of orga.nizl'..tion and effective 
handling of tho situo.tion in tho loadorship of the rnovornoat ,, I was ano.zod by 
this discussion regarding the Arr.rry Comrni ttoc Y1hich is con-trollod. by a f ow young 
aggressive irresponsible boys, whom I rcgo,rd as a dangcr c.ius clomont to Zi.onism 
not because they n.re bad Zionists, but because they arc irrospo~siblo, and ir­
responsibility in tho political uorld can sometimes do more ha:rm tnan a l o.ck of 
Zionist devotion and conviction. I dontt want t o go into details~ but some of 
you ~:not, v1hat this group l1ae dnno in Pnlostino and some of them here are still 
dning it. I ,;1as in favor too of tnk::.ng ovor t h is .Arrey Cornmi ttco; porhaps, by a 
more clover handling of tho situation 110 migh~ havo achiovod it. But to allow 
this group to come out ru:1d become tho standard-bearers of the Jewish GXrf1Y pro­
posal i1ould bo fa1.,ai. . To allow them to talco ovor this issue indicates a failure 
on bohalf of the oov omcnt, I am not in favor of fighting them openly and pub­
licly or advertising that thoy are a bunch of irroponsiblo boys, but Mr. Neumann 
rightly said, if we did do it, they wouldn't clisappear-, but they wouldn1t at 
loast appear as tho real roprosontativos of this vital issue in Zionist life today. 

When ~e called upon tho country to organizo a movomont of mass meetings and 
press conferences for a Jewish military force basod on Palestine, tho country 
did ntt respond ve"Q.. eagerly. NaturaJ.ly, if you don't follow instructions and 
propagandize for a Jewish Military foreo t the Revisionists, will do it, and then 
you rlill come and complain that they hnvo stolon the t8how. Wo aro an organized 
I!lovomont and we should do itJ If wo to:i.l peoplo not ~ivo t l1an money- it is quito 
right, because you novor ~mow what they use it for. "'And if some of tho spirit 
oxprossod in this mooting vrill pormcatti ,the country, :,.ou will loso tho Zionist 
movement in this country and ,1e will allow thorn to tako it over by thoir greater 
aggrossivenesa and devotion to their work. 

Somoono said wo adopted tho program of the Revisionists. Thoir prograi:i was 
novor a;ny different from tho Zionist program, but their foolishness and tragedy 
particularly of JabotinsJey-, was that he alw~s put forth tho right demand at tho 
wrong moment, and politics consists mainly of tho right timing. This is not 
abs tract ideology and an eternal truth, but you must l:now when to put f orwa.rd 
a demand. .A. demand in 1942 may be sil}.y in 1932, and what thoy did was to pro­
claim a maximum of Zionism, which ,10 all want. Woizmann nanta Tra.ns ... Jordan too 
nnd many other things. But tho q"ll)stion was novor about tho program. It was 
about tho timing - whon to Sa¥ it and how to say it. That is tho difforenco 
botween a responsible and an irresponsible r:iovoment. 

Wo are facing a wall, an impasse, as it is toda.v within the British Govern­
mont. Ma.Y"be a cornploto reversal of British governmental policy may bring about 
another situ.ationt Amori0a, howovor, is the main political front line of Zionism 
today, and it has to go on with this' activity, For n year or two I have been 
attonaing meetings of the z .. O~·.A.~·. Ezocutive CorJrJi ttoo, and tho same thing is 
nlways ropeatod - what can Zionists in t,ho local districts do? To arouse public 
opinion and to mobilizo this continent to Zionism is a work ~hich could fill up 
twont;y· yonrsJ Don1t loavo it t0 New Yorlc alono to do ito Political uorl: moans 
nothing - if it hasntt a solid basis, if tho wholo country is not behind itJ 



.. Administrative Council Minutes -
3/8/42 ' - 31 -

in itself will work miracles, unless your comrru.nities are organized to follow 
through immediately thereafter. rt makes no difference whether the s eaker 
comes to address a political demonstration, a meeting designed primarily to pro­
mote Zionist membership or to promote an interest in Zionist youth or adult edu­
cation. our Districts are not sufficiently organized to capitalize on the pub­
lic address. 

This whole discussion that took place this morning and the point to which 
Dr. Goldmann addressed himself this afternoon would not loom so large if our 
Districts had followed our instructions, given them almost a year ago, to or­
ganize public relations comnittees in their respective cormnunitiee. We are send­
ing material into the communities. We sent material in relation to the Jewish 
army, We have only recently sent another protfolio in connection with the Struma 
tragedy, but I am certain that there aren't enough committees organized in our 
Diatricts to utilize this material intelligently, uith a properly organized 
follow-through, It is a waste on the part of the national organization to pre­
pare this material and to send it on to our Districts if the Chairmen and the 
Secretaries do not even read the material to learn what is in it. 

Now, may I say a word about our New Palestine. It has been the one depart­
ment uhich has suffered most grievously because of our financial position. From 
a weekly we have had to change our New Palestine to a fortnightly and beginning 
this month it becomes a monthly. The next issue will not appear until March 27th. 
We have had two excellent special issues during the period under review - the 
uPA edition after the National Conference in Cleveland, and more recently, the 
special JNF issue - both of which have evoked widespread commendation. Except 
for these special numbers, the New Palestine has been reduced to lG pages per 
issue. We hope, as fast as our financial condition improves, to increase its 
size, and then to return it to a weekly publication. With reference to the res­
olution adopted this morning following the discussion on the Jevieh army, I 
think it would be a splendid idea if the Emergency Committee would do as the UPA 
and the JNF have done - to arrange for a special political issue of the New 
Palestine in v,hich there uo• 1 ld be a detailed story of the reorganization of the 
:axiergency Committee, its structure, its functional activities, and the whole 
program '7hich was the subject of our discussion today. 

Despite the fact that war ne\76 has largely displaced general news in our 
metropolitan papers, it is gratifying to note that in the period since our last 
Administrative Council meeting, it is estimated that some 375 columns have been 
devoted, in the general and in the .Anglo-Jewish press to releases from the ZOA. 

Most of you should be familiar with the little bulletin that vras put out 
by Mr. Barbarash•s department, "Inside Palestine" in which are included items 
received directly from Palestine by the Washington office and items gleaned 
from other sources that do not ordinarily get into the general or Anglo-Jenieh 
press. This little bulletin has been very well received. We have had special 
requests from the New York Public Library, the Library of Congress, the Infor­
mation Section of the United States Department of State and other institutions 
of learning and information, to provide them with this publication. We also 
have a large number of universities and colleges which have specifically re­
cr,iested to be put on our mailing list. 

The Publicity Department during the last three months has prepared and 
distribtlted material for Chanukah and PUrim c~lebrationa, and in cooperation 
uith the Educational Advisory Committee, is now preparing a portfolio for 
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The eight-page illustrated bulletin which the Department put out in connec­
tion uith the :Brandeis Memorial Membership Campaign, entitled "In Time of War 
Prepare for Peace", has been very well received. Without any special advertis­
ing or soliciting, the first printing of 50,000 was quickly used up and a second 
edition is being printed. This has also been our experience with the nro.lti­
colored posters which we have distributed. 

OU.r Publicity Department is geared to close cooperation uith the Emergency 
Committee and many of the most important releases of the Emergency Committee 
have been channelized throi.1.gh our Washington office. Two of the most recent 
are in relation to the military force and the Struma affair. 

A new publication, the nz.o.A, Ne,vs Letter", appeared for the first time 
on February 27th, The z.o.A. News Letter will supplement the regular, formal 
and official cormmmications between the national office and the officers of 
our local Districts; We have already received a number of letters since the 
first issue of the News Letter which have all been uniformly commendatory. It 
is an experiment but we hope that we are on the right track. We are very anxious 
to have the reaction of our District ·leaders to the News Letter as regards form 
and content. 

Now to a report on our membership status. You ~ill recall that last 
December when I reported to you one week after Pearl Harbor, there was reason 
to believe that our membership would take an awful beating and there have been 
times within the last 90 days when we have been behind as much as 1.000 members 
in comparison with the figures of a year ago. I am glad to report today, that 
we ended the month of February with an increase of 761 members, the figure 
being 25,526 against 24,765 last year. The increase is only nominal, but it 
is important because it indicates a definitely upward trend. There is every 
reason to believe that if our District officers and membership committees will 
exert more of the same sort of pressure which they have been exerting in the 
past 90 days, we ·shall end the year TTith a substantial increase. our Presi­
dent's Chapter membership to~, exceeds last year•s. An analysis of our mem­
bership status reveals both pleasant and disheartening features. We have 
today 4,767 members representirg approximately 19% of the total membership, 
who are ne\7 people affiliated ui th us for the first time. Ttat is a most 
heartening figure, but o~ the other hand, there are over 4,600 members ~hom 
we had a year ago on February 1st who have failed to renew their membership, 
uhich represents a 16% los8. N0 u it must be very obvious that if ue could 
reduce this annual, recurring loss of from 16% to 22% to a minimum of 4% to 
5%, and if we could increase the percentage of neu members from 18 to 25 
automatically our membership would double every 4 to 5 years. 

In COimection ,;1i th this membership report I uant to advise you that ue 
have established four new Districts in the ::Sronx and two in Manhattan. This 
is directly the result of the efforts of our ne~ field men. 

The report of our comptroller at the end of the first five months of the 
fiscal year sho~s a very marked improvement in the financial position of our 
organization. On October 1st, the beginning of the fiscal year. the ZOA was 
burdened by an onerous deficit, which exceeded $75,000. By November 30th the 
deficit had increased to $85,600. Since then, houever, the deficit has been 
continuously reduced, by $6.400 in December, $11,000 in JanUary, and by 
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I wish to assuro ovory ~0r.1ber of this Council, that every possible effort 
is being exerted touards increasing tho income of the organization and that a 
vigilant chock is kopt upon oll expenditures. Barring unforeseen circunstanccs, 
therefore, our expenses for the entire year, based on tho operation of the first 
five months, will be kopt woll within tho budget. 

And now, one v10rd, about our progress in impl emontn.ting tho regional re­
organizational program. I won•t go into detail• but I want to read to you a list 
of namos which, better than anything I can say, will indicate the &roat progress 
\1hich we have rule in the last four nonths. At this tioo TIO have seven specific 
regional areas where our orm field nen are operating, and through those who 
havo already been in the field for 60 deys or noro there hos been revealed tho 
wisdom of the regional reorganization prograo, - in the new districts that have 
already been established, in the increase of mE:nbership, in the heightening 
of interest, in the reestablishment of a liaison botuoen the districts and the 
n~tional organization ~hich has not existed for many years, 

Here are our field nen: Dr. Harry A.. Cohen in the Connecticut-Rhode Island 
nrea. Mr. i-iiax Cohen is operating in the :Bronx-Upper Manhattan and Woschester 
regions, Malbert Freedman continues in the South E~stern Region - \·1here he 
has served for a nuobor of yoars. Rnbbi Abraham Hazelkorn in the mpire State 
and Western New York Regions. Sidney Mnrks is tho ln.test addition to our field 
staff, servi~ the Seabonrd Region, New J ersey and Eastern Pennsyve.nia, Rnbert 
Nelson is in the ~.Uduost and I. G. Simon i.1ho for nine years was the Regionnl 
Director of the Tri-Stato area, is, in addition, servicing Ohio Vclley Region 
and the unaffiliated areas of Northern Ohio and Michigan. Mr. Simon is also 
serving tho J. N.F. in the sane area and we havo found by experience this 
z.o.A.-J.N.F. joint field service Llost satisfactory, I had hop~and still con­
tinue to hope that we can work out a sinilar relationship ,nth the U.P.A. for 
joint field service. 

:.Srooldyn has o.lrendy accepted tho regional reorganization plan, and wo are 
now selecting a field onn for that territory. Negotiations are going forward 
\nth the Long Island Region o.nd New England, 

There are only two other itans to which I ought to refer briefly to nake 
cy report complete. On FebrUc.'"\l'Y 8th we had the first meeting of our National 
Educational Advisory Council, which was attended by sooo 50 - rabbis and educa.­
tors - under the chairmanship of Dr. Sru:ruel M. Blumenficld of Chicago. This 
year we were not able to replace Dr. Blumenfield \nth a. full-tiroo professional 
director of the department of adult Zionist education and ue havo,thereforo, 
to rely upon tho voluntary servico being given to us by this group of profes­
sional educators. They responded generously to the appeal of Judge Levinthal 
and eyaelf at this meeting, and we have established for the first time in a long 
time a splendid spirit of cooperation between the professional Jewish educators 
and tho z. o. A., which augur.e well for tho future, 

On Februaey 5th TIO hold, for the first tine in two years, a Greater Now 
York conference to which wero invited the chairmen and secretaries of all the 
districts in the Metropolitan area and their key meL1bership worlcora. We had 
over 400 local Zionist leaders at a conference which lasted from 1 o t clock 
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approximately $9,600 in Februnry, rooking a total reduction of $27,000 and bringing 
the deficit to the comparatively low figure of $57,000 on February 1, 1942, 

Tho income uas acconl:!.~ to expectation. Our budget, nhich was approved by the 
Executive Committee early in the fiscal yeax, envisaged a total income of $190,000 
this year, made up of $129,000 to be derived from membership; $54,000 from U.P.A. 
and $7,500 fro mmiscollaneous sources, such ns affiliation dues by various 
organizations, advertising revenue from The New Palestine etc, 

During the past fiva months, ~. o., since October 1st, our ,income expecta­
tions have not only been realized but in addition approximately $8~ 800 ,vas raised 
tormrds the Deficit Fund. To co .1pl et e the picture, mey I state thnt our · tQtnl 
incrn:io during tho puriod unu.or r eview was $104J 276e 14 mnde up of $71,539.49 
derived from moL1borship and o..f'filintion duos, $32,500 received from the monthly 
allotment of tho U.P 0 A. and $, ·8,807.11 of contributions toward tho Deficit Fund. 
The balance, $1,450, \7as received from miscollnnoous sources. 

As compared with the s~~e period of last year, our total income is $6,000 
larger, notvli thstanding tho fact that t:1is yoar wo have not received tho $2,500 
from Hndassa.h received in previous years. 

Our total oxpensos for tho period under review amounted to $86,387.48 as 
compared with $100,520089 for the same period last yeo:r, roprosonting a reduction 
of approximately . $14~000. ~his reduction was achieved despite the employment 
of a mmbor of fiold nen to service various regions ond tho subsidies given to 
regions for carrying on their activities under tho regional roorgnnization plan. 
I run glad to report to you ngain that, as heretofore, ovocy department has lioitod 
1'bself to the budget allotted to it at the beginning of the year. The reduction 
of expenses to a very largo extent is a result of our continued effort to econo­
mize on all fronts. 

Plotted on a chart, t.10 financial activities of tho Zionist Organization 
shows a trend which spells progress all along the 1 ine, 

However, it is important to onphasize that notwithstanding the conditions 
\7hich I have described, the f in[n cial position of the z. Oa A. is far from 
s ~isfactory. There is a he~vy yoke around our necks, represented by totnl 
liabilities of $78,000 against assets of $21,000 our deficit of $571 000 is still 
an exceedingly burdensome factor, delaying of our progross. The Z.O.A. must not 
only rid itself of this deficit, but must quickly ~ccumilate a reserve to enable 
it to expand in many directions such as: field service, publications, education, 
public relations, etc. The Z.O.A. □ust uipe out its deficit completely before 
tho forthcoming convention. For this we need your cooperation. Several Districts 
have already formed comr.1itt0es for tho purpose of raising monoy to help liquidate 
our Deficit. Every District should havo such a cor.m1i ttce, Special 1 otters to 
our districts in this connection havo met TTith rather indifferent responses. 

At the ris~ of repetition, I again nsk district treasurers and secretaries 
not to wi tbh~jJL• .. r.1embcrship dues. Most districts arc vory coopcrati ve in this 
respect. Somo, however, still accur:rulatc dues for a r,10nth or two. By d0ing so 
they prevent the members TTho paid their dues from receiving tho No~ Palestine 
and the:,.r membershif) cards. 
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I wish to a.ssuro ovory ~o::iber of this Council, that evory possible effort 
is boing exerted touards increasing tho income of the organization and that a 
vigilant check is kopt upon all expenditures. :Barring unforeseen circunstancoa, 
therefore, our expcnsos for the entire yoer, based on tho operation of the first 
five months, will be lcopt woll uithin tho budget. 

And now, one v,ord, a.bout our progress in impl omontnting tho regional re­
organizntionol program. I won•t go into detail. but I \7ant to read to you a list 
of names which, better than anything I can say, ,nll indicate the groat progress 
uhich we have m8.de in the last four nonths. At this tino no have seven specific 
regional areas where our om field non a.re operating, and through those who 
have alroaey been in the fi0ld for 60 d~s or noro there hna been reveal ed tho 
tnsdom of tho regional reorganization prograo, - in the new districts that have 
already been established, in the increase of m<:ubcrship, in tho heightening 
of interest, in the reestablishment of a liaison botwoen the districts and the 
n~tional organization uhich ha.a not existed for many yea.rs, 

Here are our field oen: Dr, Harry A. Cohen in the Connecticut-Rhode Island 
nrea. Mr, i,1nx Cohen is operating in the Bronx-Upper Manhattan and Wosches ter 
r egions. Adti.lbert Freedman continues in the South E~stern Region - \7here he 
has served for a nurJbor of yoars. Rnbbi Abraham Ha.selkorn in the Ibpire State 
and Western Net/ York Regions, Sidney Murks is the ll"\test addition to our fi eld 
staff, servi?¥:; the Seabonrd Region, Neu Jersey and Eastern Pennsyvania. Robert 
Nelson is in tho l,Ud\?est and I, G, Si~on \7ho for nine years was the Regionol 
Director of the Tri-Stato area, is, in addition, servicing Ohio Vclloy Region 
and the unaffiliated areas of Northern Ohio and Michigan. Mr. Simon is also 
serving tho J, N.F. in the sane area and we have f ound by experience this 
Z.O . .A.-J.N.F. joint field service L1ost satisfactory, I had hop~and still con­
tinue to hopo that we can v10rk out a sinilar relationship ,nth the U.P.A. for 
joint field service. 

Brooklyn has olrendy accepted tho regional reorganization plan, and wo are 
now selecting a fiold oo.n for that territory. Negotiations are going forward 
\71.th the Long Island Region o.nd lrcw England. 

Thero a.re only two other ita:is to which I ought to refer briefly to □ake 
1-=v report complete. On Februn.ry 8th we had the first meoting of our National 
Educational Advisory Council, which was attended by sooo 50 - rabbis and educe,. 
t ors - under the cho.irrnanship of Dr, Sru:.1uel M, Blumenficld of Chicago. This 
year we were not able to replace Dr. Blumenfield wit 1 a. full-tim professional 
director of the department of adult Zionist education and ue havo,thereforo, 
to rely upon tho voluntary service being given to us by this group of :profes­
sional educators. They responded generously to the appeal of Judge Levinthal 
and cyaelf at this meeting, and we havo established for the first time in a long 
time a splendid spirit of cooperation between the professionru. Jewish educators 
end tho z. o. A., which augur.e well for tho future. 

On February 5th no hold, for the first tine in two years, a Greater Now 
York conference to which wero invited the chaimen and secretaries of all the 
districts in the Metropolitan area and their key mer.1bership worlcors. ·1e had 
over 400 local Zionist leaders at a conference which lasted from 1 o• clock 
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until after six o'clock at the Astor Hotel. Tie had a splendid progroo in which 
Judge Levinthal, Dr. :Bardin, nnd Dr. Neur.10.nn participated. The conf oronce was 
convened for tho specific purposo of intensifying ~embership activitios in the 
Motropolitan area.. A fino spirit was exhibited throughout the sessions. 

Tho rosul ts of our work to dato a.re oncouraging. We ho.ve ostablishod very 
cordial a;nd cooperative relations with Zionist loadors and workers throughout 
tho country, without whon nono of this progress could havo boon achi0vod. We 
have strengthened the financial basis of our organization. \Ve aro m~dng great 
headway in tho improvenent of our organizational struoturo and in placing the 
relationship botwoon tho national organization and local units on a □ore 
realistic ba1,is. Much noro rooaina to be dono. 

RA'BBI J~ G. HELLER: n I ao suro l oxpross tho opinion of tho Adr.1inis­
trati ve Council that the staff undor tho leadership of Mr, Shotzer has done a 
mngnif 1cent Job and at e. very difficult tioo. u 

VIII. wcm OF THE .AMERIC,AN ZIONIST YOOTH ca~ass101~. 

MR. HErRM.AN L, 11EISNu\N: "About fifteen months ngo, Hndo.ssah and tho Z. O. A. 
decided to set up on aJloqual basis financially and through roprosontativos, a 
Zionist Youth Comnission. Tho OoDDission has a vory general objective, by 
various means, educational mostly, to incroaee tho genorru. body of inforood 
Zionist youth and malco Jewish youth rosponaive to the Zionists as n pooplo, to 
the Zionist ideals and objectives, to what tho Zionist heart and □ind conceive 
of as the program for Ar.lorican Jewry. That uc do by trying to reach youth 
whorovcr uo ma_y find it. 

Tho other branch of our work is norc specific, !, e., to oal~o jurisdiction 
over the four youth organizations in the ranlta of general Zionism - Junior 
HadaJ:;sah, Masada., .A.vukah and Young Jud.aoa and soc how they □ay be strengthened 
in o0I!lborship and influonco. This stop has been t~con after a long period of 
uhe.t really was thon a haphazard interest in what Jewish youth was doing from 
a Zionist point of viow • .AB soon as the OoCJr.1ission was created, some peoplo 
thought that it would be ablo to wave sor.ie nagic wand and rooovo the ill effects 
of this haphazard treatnont or neglect. Such haa not been the ca.so. We have 
uncovered certain difficul tioe and we sho.11 oncoun tor nore, but I think we are 
naJdng progress. 

Now, the naturo of theso difficulties it is easy for you to guess, becauso 
the z.o.A. has net the consequoncos of neglect in other fields in oxactly the 
same form. While the z. O.A. did not attempt any diroct interest in tho Zionist 
Youth organizations, there were other adults not affiliated with the z. O.A. 
and not tho source of the subsidies which those youth orga.nizntions wero ro­
ceiving, who did somehow nan.age to get thor.iselves in tho position to influence 
and 41tect, nav, even to control what these youth organizations are doing. And 
this has been the rosult of the neglect, and, as you know, it is not so oaay 
to come into e. crystallizod situation and s03 to a.dul ts who ha.vo had thoir wav 
and their control \Tith youth orgo.nizations - "outl" Or, "liston to ua and tclta 
the cue fron us." 

Wo have not hod aey such trouble with an organization such as M~~" t1l' 

Junior Hadnssah. Wo havo had and are having s e troublo with Young ·,-
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Juda.ea and Avukah. In connection with our program, the first thing, therefore, 
that we wanted to taclde was to improvo the organizational der.1ocracy of the youth 
organizations. We took as our prer:iiso the dictum that youth should load youth, that 
their own organizational structure should be such that youth leadership can come up 
in their own ranks and have a real voice in relntion to peoplo who a.re responsive 
to the z. O. A., and coning from the z. O. !,. nnd Had.ass ah, havo boen working with 
theD all along in t~eir endeavors to proooto Zionism in Ar:lerica. 

We taclded Young Judaoa first, because it is not only the largest but onbraces 
the YO'Ull/;est el6I!lent in these youth organizations. Uo found there a governing 
board. We found that not a single □ember of this governing bonrd, who proclaimed 
good intentions and vested interests in the control of Young Judaea, was a member 
of the Z.O.A. In a speech that I made last April, at tho first convention at which 
I appeared of a regional conforence of Young Judaea, I trotted this point out to 
the youngsters, and lo and behold they picked it up with great enthusiasm, and within 
the next few nontha we were able to reorganize and get rid of the governing board 
and set up an organization 1cnorm as the National Leaders Association of Young 
Judaea. Now they arc not used to it, and I am not going to pretend to you that this 
now de□ocracy of Young Judaoa is working very smoothly • .As a natter of fact, we had 
some trouble with it. It happens that one was elected cha.iman of the youth leaders 
group· ,1ho might properly be r.iore accurately • . classified as an adult, and he was 
in one city and most of the executive was in another city, o.nd they .just didn't get 
together. Recently, however, he has resigned and the successor is worldng in greater 
harmony with tho exaxutive cor.JI:1itteo and uith tho youth coIMission, and I have rrmch 
ground to represent to you that this new reform within the organizational structure 
of Young Juda.ea will bring about real results. 

In connection with Avukah, negotiations aro still in progress. Evon there I 
think we shall make significant progress which wo uill soon be able to report. 

The second main line along uhich tho Youth Commission was orgnnized is tho very 
real need to train youth leaders, to pick the people who had the personal qualifi­
cations and give them this necessary educational and londership background, the 
progressive educational background, the club technique background, so that their 
leadership may bo effectivo. A second groat product of this earlier neglect was tho 
lack of qualified youth load.OTs in this country• 

The first thing wo did in a significo.nt way was to have the camp institute 
last year in New Hampshiro, which wo were able to do through tho cooporation, indeed 
even the liberality, of the Levine Brothers, and the cooperation of the New England 
Zionist Region, We took 50 qualified picked youngsters and had them there for ·a 
solid month and they just weren't swirnning and canoeing and playing tonnis. For 
eight hours a day they were given a course in Zionism, and tho r,sult, to moke a 
long story short, was folt almost immediatoly, because these youngsters came from 
28 different cities and after they wero roleased in the fall, there was an altogothor 
new tone in the 1dnd of youth work that was taking place in their a.ctivi ties. In 
addition to the camp work which we managed on our budget, we devised educational 
mntorial programs. 

A lot of people have been copying the precise techniquo which Dr. Shlomo :Bardin, 
our Educational. Director, has concocted. Dr. :Sardin put out a portfolio. Rabbi 
Israel Goldoan of Providence tells me that from his experience in adult education -
it is the first ld.nd of educational program material which in 1 ts very form invi tad 
attontion. The portfolio had a very short outline of what tho subject matter was, 
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Every Zionist in every cm::rnuni ty cnn contribute personally. Ho }mows tho 
moobors of his Chamber of Com.~orco. Lot him go out and contact thoo, Don't waitJ 
The Z.O.A. has instructed every Zionist vn1at to do ovary day. Do it in a spirit 
of Zionist aggroasivcnoss and of political-minded Zionism. 

I think that a very good opportunity ,1ill dovolop soon to start such a now 
cllr..ptor in the activity of tho Zionist r.1ovem0nt in this country, Dr. Ucizr.1ann 
is cor:ing hero becauso ho has nothing to do in England. Ho con soc one Cabinet 
Minister after another, which is not difficult, but the result of two and a half. 
yon.rs of such meetings is manifest • .Aroorica, ho~evor, is the filnin political front 
lino of Zionism today, together vtith Palcstino. In Palestine ·w1 have a Yishuv 
rrl1ich does its best and takes care of the situation as fnr as it can. 

This yoax wo ~ill havo in this country oven from a technical point of view, 
nonrly hnlf of tho World Zionist Executive. Lot us uso this cofil ing yoar for tho 
opening of a now chapter of political activity in the Zionist move.":lont lod by the 
Zionis t Organization of Anerica. This is not a question of rJembcrship, Tho 
Zionist Organization can play a dccisivo role t ogether with all tho others." 

VII. REFOB!r Q1i' THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 

im. SD-lON Slrii!rZER: "I have never hoard Dr. Goldnann sponlc so gloomily as h e 
snokc hore this afternoon. I think you will agroo vlith mo t hA.t it is not easy 
to follow in the z:iood which ho ho.a cronted with a discussion of organizat-lonal and 
adr.1inistrativc problems, and yet, I think you will cl.so agroo Hith mo t hut if the 
Z.O.A. is to assume that docisivo role in this historic ~omont which Dr. Goldmann 
ho.s placed upon our shouldors, it is of first i mportance that wo build strongly 
and dooply tho foundn.tions of the z. O.A. and to t hat ond it is i mportant from time 
to time, to roviow our a.drainietrative nnd organizational progress, t o dot ern ino 
whether vie are r:1oving in tho right direction. 

T=iis \1111 be my second report as your Executive Director, and, as on the first 
occasion in December, my report to you r epresents a conposite of tho reports to mo 
of the heads of the vRI"ious functioncl. dopartc onts of the Z.O.A. And I should 
liko1 to sey horo publicly, nftcr four months of association rn.th the men who head 
up our departments - Mr. Cn.rl A.lport, Editor of tho now Palestine, Mr. Ernest 
Barbarash, Di. rector of Publicity, Mr. Zvi Lovavy, Comptroll er and Office Manager, 
and Mr. Hyman Schulson, Diroctor of our Speakers Bureau a..11.d GonoraJ. .Administrative 
Assistant - that in thorn we hA.ve a ar.ioll but exceedingly cor1petont, conscientious 
and loycl. staff, and if we are 1:1nking any progress n.t all, the credit is due l A.r go­
ly t o the wolk that this small group of 1~ on has performed under most difficult 
cirCUL""lstances. 

Mr. Schulson reports for tho Spea1:ors Bureau that from Docombor 15th through 
March 8th, the national office booked 220 Zionist spoalcers for as r.1any public Zionist 
□eotings. In addition, during tho s nr~o period our Districts have indopendontly 
booked speakers for approximately a.nothor 125 public ooetings. Thcso figures aro 
important only that statisticaJ.ly they give some notion of the meo.sure of ou.r 
foronsi .m Zionist propaganda. I think it ought to be said t hat v1e should not roly 
too co□pl e tcly upon public speeches in our Zionist work, a2 i mportant as forensic 
Zionism is in our whole propaganda and educational program. It is of no groat 
value to send a speolter into a comr.runity, to spend tho timo, □oney and energies 
that aro involved in ass6-r.icling a public gat hering, and to oxpoot thnt tho speech 
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and in these envelopes thore were short little printe~ articles, excerpts and 
reproductions, and it took like wildfire over the country, and I am ~ert glad 
to see other organizations are copYing the idea. I mention that because that is 
only a sample of what the national office of the Commission has boen putting out 
and what Dr. Kessler, the Educational Director of Young Judaea, has been putting 
out. The best approach that I havo seen for adults, let ru.one youth, in connection 
with the immediate Zionist needs are contained in the two most rocont pamphlets 
released by Young Judaea to the children. 

The third main line along which the National 0omrnission workod ·has been to 
provide the youth of the country and throughout the country with immediate 
contact with people in the Z.O.A. and Hadassah. You can't do it simply through 
a national office. If you do it, then tho adults outside of the Z.O . .A. and outside 
of Hadassah will continue to have their we:y with youth, and so far it has not been 
to tho good of tho Zionist cause to lot that condition continue. We, therefore, 
encouraged the forno.tion of loonl youth commissions. 

Now, gontler.ien, this is most important. This is the point where you cnn 
help us. So far I owed you the report, but now you owe us something. You owe 
us a little coopcrntion. We have asked that Hadassah and tho z. O.A. cooperate 
in the matter of locnl. youth cor::Jr.1issions. And once again, I don 1t like to make 
this a singsong, but several other people - Mr. Cohen and Mr. Shctzer and now 
Mr, Weisman come with the SW718 song - that is, that the Districts are not res­
ponding. Hadassah has gone forward and have their ropresentatives on these local 
youth commissions and have even raised some small budget for the local youth 
needs. There are 280 of those local youth commissions. Evon if the commissions 
don1t do anything but meet once a oonth nnd just talk, tho contact with the 
organizations will result in a stimulated interest in the whole co~munity - p~ronts 
as ~ell as youth - in Zionist int0rest. 

A. significant percontago of the 280 local youth cor.lIIlissions formed represent 
the efforts of Hada.ssah people alone. rron 1t you please correct that condition 
right away? If you get the invitation from Hadassah reprcsontativos, send your 
ovm people who kno\7 sooothing about youth and who have an interest in youth and 
~ho, if I may suggest it. are young thomsolvcs, to sit with tho Hn.d.assah groups 
in these local youth coi. missions. Don1t leave it simply to tho Hadassah members. 

We are planning to have anothor camp this yoax and we rmuld l:i..ke you to send 
in to Dr. Bardin a.t tho nA.tional office in ?rew York the nanos of the likely candi­
dates that you would rccor.unond for this comp. ]ear in mind that all you have to 
do is give us the name and address, and \7e will check their qualifications by our 
own methods." 

RABBI m1LLERs Tho trouble is tb.:'\t people ask to be put out of order on the 
agonda. The Youth Conrnission \70.S placed at an early point but we had to change 
it. If there is no other matter to come up on the floor, Jud.go Lovinthn.1 has a 
number of matters of interest which ho would like to prcsont before we adjourn. 
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JUDGE LEVINTHAL: "Ther0 are a few natters I uould like to refer to. In the 
first placo, nhnt I regard as an i□portant event was tho last meeting of our 
Executive Committee. Port of tho last mooting of tho Executive Comr:1ittoe rms a 
joint session with the Hadassnh National Bon.rd, and that, I think, is tho first 
time in many, many yon.rs that wo had auch a joint mooting. A Committee has boon 
appointed by the Hadassah and a siniln.r comnittee by tho z. O • .A.. to explore pos­
sibilities for further coopcrativ~ action between the two general Zionist bodies 
in .Anorica. Thero is even tho possibility of having our nationol conventions 
hold simultaneously. That doesn't mean joint conventions, but hold in tho snmo 
city at about the snmo time. 

Sinco our lnst neoting of tho .Adninistrative Council, I personally have 
visited sono of the Districts - Boston, Chicago, Bnltimore, Washington. And I 
find whorovor I go a spirit which is very □uch alive and enthusiastic. It is up 
to us really to utilize tho spirit which is thero. It is latent but it can be 
brought to life. Tho Zionists must tako tho initiative. 

I have boon \1orking on the publication of Brandeis on Zicniam, uhich now in 
the hands of tho printer. It is going to boa very uorth~hilo oook. And somo 
25 or 27 years ago Justice Brandeis said, 11 .An aggregation of democrats is an 
aggregation of equals. Meobors of such nn organization ought not to require 
policc~on to soc that they do their duty or inspectors to soc that they perform 
their taak:s. It is a po.rt of tho Zionist duty of each and every nombor to press 
forward in tho worlc of propnganda instead of 1 caving it to the officers. Tho duty 
extends to evory private in tho ranks. Each and every member r.ro.st realize that 
with him or her rests tho pouor and the duty to spread the Zionist novonent, spread 
tho ideal and the work by word of mouth, by act, ru1d by constant s~crifico. So 
also each mombor should, as far aa possible, relieve tho officora of all other 
kinds of work that can and should be done by tho mor.ibors throughout tho land. Tho 
mere task of direction is a serious one. When once a rule has boon laid dovm, 
when onco a direction has boon given, it ought tn bo tho cager desire of ovory 
affiliated Zionist to obey the rulo, to enforce the law upon themselves and not 
have it onf orcod upon thora. 11 

That mossago, it seoms to r.o, is one that WDJl ro-cchocd today in tho fields 
of public relations, political worlc, youth education, etc. The Zionists 101.ou 
wha.t has to be done and they must do itJ 

In tho next fov, weeks I cm going to visit Minneapolis, Omaha, st. Lnuis, 
Nashville, Miar.11, Jacksonville, Atlanta, and several other places. I find it really 
very fo.scinating and delightful to visit Zionist friends throughout tho country. 
I am tickled to doath when I get a lotter from a Zionist criticizing Tho New 
Polostino or some lotter that goos out from our office. It sho\78 at least that 
they ara roa.ding tho coIJII1unicationsJ What I hato tn find is that there o.ro no 
responses, so often, to our communications. Wo sent out a letter nbnut the deficit 
and nost of tho districts did not reply at all, as if they woro non.-cxistcnt. 
That is, of ~nurso, a nost diahoartoning future for our work. Some chocks have 
coma in - othorwiso we couldn't havo had that promising report of Mr. Shotzor. 
It isn't ao little whon you cnnsidar thoro has boon no nrganizod effort, I am 
porfoctly confidant that with the cooperation of tho Zionists throughout tho 
country, wo con wipo out our deficit and havo a res orve fund, and no ought to 
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have it. I [ll1l calling on every one of the 1 adios and gontl emcn hero to cooperate. 
Mruco this administration successful, not for ey snke, I assure you. It will malte 
very little difforonco tone personally whether I got any credit or if Mr. Shctzor 
gets it. He says ho doesn't \-;ant MY credit and tho staff dnosntt want it oithor. 

We are all interested in getting results. We are not interested in credits 
nr honors or officos., Wo are interested in getting rosul ts for tho cause, and 
I think we have a glorious opportunity to achieve success, but we cantt dn it 
ru.11ne. Waive got to have your cooperation., 

I i7ant to take this c>pportuni ty to cn.11 your attention to the Young Judaea 
program portfolioi, Thoy are excollently done. Most of that material could be 
used by our adult Zionists. 

Letts all got together ond with a will r,e can achieve resultsl" 

The r.ieoting adjourned nt 4:45 P, M, 

Respectfully submitted 

Sir.ion Shetzer 
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172() - 10~1:1 H'I'HBBT, N.v\: 
W1--\.H I I IN G'I'<)N. D.C. 

April 21, 1942 

TO JJ;L MEMBERS OF THE EXECtJrIVE COMMITTEE 
AND ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL .. 

Dear Friend: 

CABLC ADDRESS 

ZIONISTS 
BENTLE Y'S CODE 

The American :Bmergency Committee for Zionist Affairs, consisting of 
representatives of all Zionist parties in Anerica, has issued a call 
for an Extraordinary .American Zionist Conference to be held in New 
York 01 ty at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotal. on Ma3' 9th, 10th, and 11th, to 
discuss and formulate general Zionist policy which will serve as a 
guide to Zionists as well as to the general Jewish and non-Jewish 
world, to mobilize all the Zionist forces of this country, to cor­
relate and coordinate political Zionist activities of all Zionist 
groups, and to re-educate the Zionists of .lsnerica to think in politi­
cal terms and strength, 

The program of the ~onference will review the Jewish position in the 
world todey and particularly the position Palestine occupies ·1n Jew­
ish life• will survey Palestinels war effort, will discuss the war 
and its Q!fect upon Zionist thought and action, and will consider our 
tasks after the war a.nd what to do to prepare ourselves for them. 

Dr, Chaim Weizmann, who recently arrived in .America., David :Ben Gurion, 
and otheT prominent Zionists will ado.ress the conference, Discussion 
of various phases of the above problems will be led by well informed 
representatives of the various Zionist groups. The proposed co~ 
f erence is intended to be a working conference. Several commissions 
uill be set up to consider seriously our problem and submit reports 
to the conference. 

In addition to the ZO.A Executive Oomnittee, the ZOA. will be entitled 
to designate 75 delegates and 38 alternates as its representatives to 
the conference. Since the Administrative Council of the ZOJ.. is the 
supreme governing body of the ZOA between conventions~ we are in­
viting every member of the .Administrative Council to be a delegate 
or alternate to this conference. Will you, therefore, please advise 
us before April 27th whether you can definitely assure us of regular 
attendance at all sessions of the conference, Please indicate on the 
enclosed card whether You will, or will not be able to attend. As we 
want to be certain well in advance that we will have our full com.­
pliment of representatives at the conference. 

~1th warm regards and Zionts greetings, 
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.APRIL 26TH, 1942, Nr 10:00 .A. M., .N! THE PENNSYLVANIA HOl'EL, 
NEW YORK CITY, 

P14DS;QNT: Judge Louis E. Levinthal, presiding; Robert M. ]ernstein, Maurice M, 
Eoukstein, Albert x. Epstein, Daniel Frisch, .Abraham Goldstein, Harry Grayer, 
Murray I. Gurfein, Mordecai Xonowi tz, Dr. Harris J. Levine, Louis Lipsky,, 
Rabbi Irving Miller, »nanuel Neumann, Mrs, Tamar de Sola Pool, Louis P. Rocker, 
Judge ~aorris Rothenberg, Lillian Schoolman, Ezra Shapiro, Robert Szold, and 
Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

P,TBSTS: Miss Jul.liett Benjamin, Joseph Cohen, .Abraham Duker, Mendel N. Fisher, 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Leo Guzik, Jeannette Leibel, R. Lewin-Epstein, Arthur 
Lourie, Judge J:u.rnard A. Rosenblatt, Meyer WeisgaJ., and Aaron Weiss. 

ME!l.iBERS OF THE STAFF: Zvi Levavy, ~man A, Schul.son, and Simon Shetzer. 

EXCUSES FOR .ABS]1NCE \JERE RECEIVED FRCM: Rabbi Isadore Breslau, Rabbi Bnrnett 
R. :Brickner, Judge Harry M. Fisher, Jacob Fishman, Dr, Harry Friedenwald, 
Abraham Goldberg, Rabbi Solomon Goldman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Cecil Gordon, 
Dr. James G, Heller, Edmund I. Xaufma.nn, Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal, Judge Julian 
u. Mack, Charles J. Rosenbloan, Bernard G. Rudolph, Dr • .Abba Hillel Silver, Louis 
E. Spiegler, Dewey D. Stone, El.ihu -D. Stone, and Harry Taldff. 

I. ;B,El?ORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: - Mr. Shetzer 

Our membership as of Frid~, April 24th, was 32, 669 paid up members, which 
represents an increase of 634 over the membership as of the same time last year, 
uhich is only satisfactory in that we have been maintaining right along this 
upward trend as ae:ainst the predictions of a considerable 1 oss. There is one 
aspect of these figures that I think ought to be noted for the record: in this 
32,669 members as of Friday, we have 6,400 new members. There are 5,700 members 
who were on our rolls for April 24th last yea:r who have not yet been renewed. 
Our principal task in the membership work at this time is the renewals of these 
and to devise some schema to malce renewals more automatic than in the past years. 

The President's Chapter membership as of Frid~, April 24th, was 363 as 
against 334, the same date in 1941, representing a gain of 29 for the six months 
period. 

Mr. Levavy will report on our finances in the absence of Mr. Lipkowitii, but 
I ·want to make this reference, that in March we reduced the deficit by $4,764, 
which means that for the fourth consecutive month since December we havo been 
red~cing the deficit, so that now it stands at approximately $521 000 in com­
parison with $851 000 on December 1st - and $55,000 on April 1st a year ago. 

During the past month we received a bequest of $:LOO under the will of 
i,rr. Abraham M. Miller of St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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On March 8th, a splendid meeting was arranged for Judge Levinthal. in l3rooklyn 
at the home of his brother, Rabbi Israel H, Levinthal, where a small group of men 
subscribed $5rCOO toward our deficit fund, which included another $1,000 gift from 
our friends .Abraham Goodman and his brother, in addition to the $1,000 which they 
subscribed and paid at the convention. It included $1,000 from Moses Ginsburg, 
$500 from Isidore Fine, $200 from Mr, Gerson, and various other subscriptionso 
.. ie have received mos-'G of that money, We have received $700 to apply against the 
deficit on a $7,500 pledge made by the Executive Committee of the Chicago District 
at the time Judge Levinthal visited there. Another meeting ia being arranged at 
Mount Vernon for this coming Tuesday evening, at which we hope to raise another 
Eurn for the deficit fund. 

I was in Pittsburgh recently and received a check from Charles Rosenbloom, 
for $500 to apply upon a larger subscription to the deficit f-und, 

Since the first of the month, we have paid to the Hamilton National Bank 
j_n Washington an additional $5,000, which makes a total of $15,000 paid to the 
bank on the $25,000 which we borrowed in November, 

Regarding our regio ml reorganization. program, I want to report consideru.· .. 
ble progress todate, We have all of the country from the Atlantic to the 
Mississippi under the regional reorganization plan with the exception of New 
~ngland and Long Island, New England will be under this program by June lsto We 
have since my la.st report added several new field men to our service, Dr. Harry 
Cohen, who has been the President of the District in Norwich, Connecticut for a 
number of years, is giving part-time service in Connecticut and Bhode Island0 We 
have engaged Sidney Marks for New Jersey, Ea.stern Pennsylvnnia and the Seaboard 
region, Yale Goldberg is our field man in Brooklyn. We have been very fortunate 
in securing the services of Saul Spiro, who is known to all of us and he will be 
our new field representative in Chicago and the midwest territory. On the basis 
of his achievements in Pittsburgh and the 'rri-State area, we have every reason to 
believe that Chicago~ shortly represent a focus of substantial st1ength for 
the Zionist Organization. 

All of the unaffiliated districts uhich previously have been ~ing on the 
basis of $3.00 to the national. office, are on a $4.00 basis with the exception of 
Chicago, which I believe will be on that ba.sis during the month of Ma_y. Los 
Angeles and the Cleveland Society will be on that basis by October at the la.test. 

In the field of coordination, I should like to report that several weeks ago 
I had a meeting with Mr. Fisher, Ilir. Montor and Miss Leibel at whicll time we 
explored the possibility of translating coordination in form into coordination in 
substance, at least on tho administrative level. We discussed the possibility of 
arranging meeting dates of our governing bodies to make it more convenient for 
out-of-town members of all of them to attend a greater number of meetings, if they 
are held successively. We took up the question of joint regional and state con­
ferences, the creati<m of a single Zionist Speakers Bureau, a centralized Zionist 
film exchange, a single Zionist press bureau, the coordination of Zionist pub­
lications and radio publicity and joint field service. This was the first meeting 
of this kind of the four executives of these four bodies. A1 though we spent 
several hours, there were few definite conclusions. We established a Zionist 
calendar far the clearing of dates. I should like to tell you that so far as joint 
conferences are concerned, Mr, Fisher of the JeWisij National Fund and I have been 
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working very closely. We are arranging to have the J.U.F. join uith the z.o . .A. 
in state and regional conferences and thus avoid the necessity of having separate 
conferences. We had a successful z.o.A. - J.N.F. - Hadassah conference in the 
State of Iowa and we found from our experience in that instance that great good 
can come from joint conferences of this kind. 

In the field of joint field service, we have had a single experience only. 
Mr. I. G. Simon, our z.o.A. field man in the Tri-State, Ohio Valley and Michigan 
territories also represents the J.N.F. and is on a joint payroll. We have not 
been able to uork out a similar arrangement ~ith J.N.F. elseuhere: several efforts 
to do the same thing with the U.P • .A. last fall were not very conclusive, 

Mr. Barbarash, the Director of our Publicity Department, has been very ill 
for the last four ueeks with bronchial pneumonia and will probably be out for 
another four weeks, but he is making progress. Because of his absence there has 
been a bit of a letdoun in the work of our Press Department, but within the limit 
of his other duties, Mr. Alpert has been handling that nork. 

The Executive Committee mould lrnou that at the request of the Emergency 
Committee, our office, principally Mr. H . .A, Schulson of our staff, is handling 
all the arrangements for the .American Palestine Committee dinner, uhich is 
scheduled to be held at the MaJ,rflcmer Hotel in Washington on May 25th. 

To complete my report, and for the record, I shall read the reply we received 
from Under Secretary of State, Sumner Welles, to the letter dispatched to him sub­
sequent to our meeting on March 8th and enclosing a copy of the resolution we 
adopted on the Struma affair. (A copy of the Welles' letter is hereto attached 
as Appendix A.) 

A meeting of the z.o.A. Sub-committee to meet uith the u.P,A. Budget Com­
mittee to discuss the U.P.A. bu.dget in order to ascertain mat functions might 
more properly be performed by the ZO.A has been fixed for Wednesday, .April 29th, 
at 3 :30. 

Mr. Monter meanuhile furnished us with a copy of the b.ldget under ~hich the 
U.P,A, is operating at this time. (See .Appendix B, attached hereto.) 

JUDGE LEVINTHAL reported that Mr. E. I. Kaufmann telephoned him. He came 
up specially from Florida to attend this meeting, but unfortunately Mr. Morris 
Simon of Washirgton passed away and he had to attend his funeral today. Mr. 
Kaufmann informed Judge Levinthal that he is ready to proceed irrmediately uith 
the work of the President's Chapter, and he is planning to visit a number of 
communities alone and uith Ju.dge Levinthal to promote the membership of the 
President•s Chapter. 

II. FINANCIAL REPORr - Zvi wvavy: 

(See Appendix C. attached hereto.) 
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The follo\·Jing recommendation, uas made to the Ex'~cutive Committee at its la.st 
meeting, afte:r the meeting of the z. O. A. Committee 0 1 the Palestine Fund: 

"The hnerican Palestine Fund, having expressed to the Executivo Committee of 
the z. O.A. that it desires that members of the z. O.A. shall serve upon the 
governing board of the .American Palestine Fund and shall constitute 5ofo of the 
mombers of such board, and having requested the Executive Committee that it approve 
o.: service on such governing board by members of the Zionist Organization itself; 

"RESOLVED:1 that the request be granted and that service upon the governing 
board of the .American Palestine Fund by members of the z. O • .A. shall be approved 
upon the follovling conditions and with the following limitations: 

(1) That the name shall be changed so that it shall not conflict with the 
national Palestine funds or other national funds of which Palestine is the 
beneficiary, it being suggested that a suitable name would be "The American Fund 
for Palestine Institutions", 

(2) That no less than ~ of the governing board shall be members of the z. o. A. 

( 3) That members nominated for elections of such board shall be approved by 
this body in accordance uith the Coordination Resolution. 

(4) That the functions and activities of the American Palestine Fund shall under 
no circumstances impair the proper functioning of the Uni tad Palestine Appeal, 
Xeren Hayesod, Jewish National Fund, and that suitable relationshiP3be established 
between the American Palestine Fund and these funds. 11 

This was the resolution submitted at the last meeting of the Executive Oom­
mi ttee but not adopted. At the last meeting of the Executive Committee it was 
decided to refer the matter back to the committee for further consideration and 
to receive the views of the J.N.F., the X.H., and the U.P.A. I called a meeting 
of this committee this past uoek and invited to this meeting Mr. Montor, Dr. 
Goldstein for the J.N.F., and also several members of our committee, but un­
fortunately the time has been ill-chosen because they were unable to attend, with 
the exception of Mr. Montor, with whom I had a very lengthy talk." 

MR. l30UXSTEIN poin tad out that the above resolution was reached after the 
Committee had talked tc> Mr. Montor. 

MR. XONOWITZ: "Mr. Norman and Mr. Montor were at the original meeting attended 
by Judge Levinthal and Mr. Shatzer ex officio. As I see the picture as it confronts 
us at the moment, there seems to be a feeling on the part of the U.P • .A., as it was 
indicated to me by Mr. Montor, that this is a matter for the consideration primarily 
of the U. P.A. rather than the z. o. A. He felt that if the passage of this resol u-­
tion should in a;ny degree impair the funds of the U.P.A., it was objectionable, 
but t!lere uas another view expressed by the members of the committee to which I 
thinlt I ought to refer very briefly. 

We are dealing here with the question as to whether we as the Zionists of 
lmerica have any responsibility to the other Zionist agencies and institutions 
in Palestine which do not come m thin the benevolence of the U.P.A. or the Jewish 
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Agency, and which have representatives in this country ~ho solicit funds. The 
question is whether we, as the Zionist Organization, shall assume responsibility 
as a body to encourage coordination of these funds or the fund-raising in this 
country, so that there may not be any duplication, overlapping, or any unpleasant 
conflicts in applications to Welfare funds. 

The problem seems to be: first, is it desirable that there be a coordinated 
attempt to gather funds for these agencies of a cultural and }:indred nature in 
Palestine, such as the Technical School in Haifa, Habimah, Julien Mack School, 
the Orchestra, the Hechalutz, the Hadassah Sofrim, etc. i.e., agencies which 
do not receive any funds from the Jeuish .Agency directly or indirectly. The 
other questions are: do we have a responsibility as Zionists to these funds; 
is it desirable that we have a coordinated attempt to raise these funds; and 
shall we go to the Welfare ]Unds through the agency of a fund like the .American 
Palestine ]'Jnd and request monies to subsidize these different institutions? 
Mr. Monter is opposed to it on the sole ground that it might impair the amount of 
money that would be allotted to the U.P,A. Mr. Monter thinks that in a general 
way it would be a good thing to encourage the institutions, but he is opposed to 
going to tho Welfare Funds. Of course, if we don't go to them, the uhole project 
would be useless. If we are going to have campaigns for the Palestine ~mds in 
different comnn.mities, these institutions, knowing that we cannot approach the 
Welfare !\lnds, might decide not to come within the .American Palestine ]\Uld and 
go directly to the Welfare Funds. 

It seems to me that all of these questions that I posed are co-related. 
Should we have one agency, and participate as the Zionist Organization to the 
extent of 50%, in the directorate, no matter by what name the committee is called, 
so as to bring all of these other institutions under one general control and go 
to the Welfare ]unds for help. The argument that is advanced in favor of this 
plan is that it may rrell be that if there may be some impaitinent of the amount of 
funds raised for the U,P.A., that the impainnent would be slight, if at all. On 
the other hand, it would be possible to raise large sums of money for these other 
institutions from individuals, comrminities of this country, and the Welfare Funds • . 
It was felt that the funds we could raise for these institutions wo 11ld be so large 
as to overbalance whatever might be the impairment of the amount of money that we 
would raise for the U.P.A. That presents the questions involved. This is a 
matter for this board to decide rather than the U.P.A., because the U.P.A. is just 
one of the elements in this picture. 

JUDGE LEVINTHAL read the list of institutions included in the estimated 
budget of the Alrerican Palestine fund for 1942. 

Hebrew Institute of Technology ••.•. 
Palestine Symphony Association •..•• 
Hebrew Teachers College, Jerusalem .•.• 
He chalut z • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Mikveh Israel . .\gricultural School .•.. 
Habimah Theatre , . . . • . . . . . • . • 
Haifa Technical School .........• 
Haifa Nautical School .••....•.. 
Julian Mack School and Workshops, 

Jerusalem. . . . . . 
Trade School for Yemenite Girls, .•.• 

$30,000 
25,000 
20,000 
25,000 
15,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10.000 

15,000 
10,000 
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Eirem physical Training School •••• $10,000 
.American Fconomic Committee for 

Palestine •• 
Palestine Conservatoire •••• 
Xeren Hatarbut •••••••• 
Ohel • . . • • •• • • • • • 

Total 

• • 
• • 
• • 

• • 
• • 
• • 

10,000 
25,000 
10,000 

4,000 

$229,000 

There will be other ins t itutions added, if they get the money, 

- 6 -

JUDGE ROSENBLffl pointed out that the danger in this wholo plan would be that 
a good nu.~ber of these institutions, no matter what allocation you mal.te, will go 
Qut for their own drives. 

JUDGE LEVINTHAL replied that one of the conditions of inclusion of aey of these 
agencies ia that they must agree by cont ract not to solicit funds outside of the 
American Palestine Fund, That is the one big advantage of t he entire plan, bocause 
it will prevent the separate solicitation of funds by worthy institutions. All of 
the Zionists know that sca-rcely a week passes without someb,Jdyt s asking for money• 

iv1R. A. X. EPSTEm felt that the worlt undertaken by Mr. Honnan should be 
support0d by the Zionist Organization and pointed out that ne have a responsibility 
to all Palestine-created institutions of this type, especially public, He did not 
agree that all the institutions listed should. be supported, 'i.Yat lf ·the ZOA gets prope: 
representation on the board, we can eliminate some of these institutions which aro 
more in a private than in a public category, It is important that Zionists control 
the fund•raising bodies in the United states if such Palestine projects arc to bo 
maintained. 

i-1rR. DAWIEL FRISCH spoke in favor of the recommendation of the z. o. A. Oommi tt ee 
on the .American Palestine Fund submitted at the last meeting of the Executive 
Committee. 

DR. \VISE stated that originally he disliked profoundly the idea of tho 
.American Palestine Fund, It was definitely a non-Zionist undertaking at tho outset. 
He said he knew from private conversations that it was colored by the will to truce 
things out of the hands of the Jewish Agonoy. He said that this waa not true with 
regard to lAr, Norman, who hal3 drawn much nearer to us and is much more ready to be 
E;1ervicea.0l o to us than he was two or three years ago. Ho fol t that before the 
Z.O • .A. Executivo Committee take any action, it shoiil.d consult the U,P.A. officially 
and that the chairman of the Committee, Mr. Xonowitz,and President Levinthal, call 
for tho earliest poasiblo conference with Dr. Silver to discuss this matter, 

(At this point Dr, Ueizmann entered tho room,) 

JUDGE LEVIl!TB.ALi "MY dear friends, we are very grateful to Dr. Weizmann for 
honoring us by his presence here today. I know that I need not assure you, 
Dr. Heizmann, of the welcomo expressed by our Executive Committee, by tho Zionists 
generally, We are very glad to have you with us, not only because we liko you but 
becauso we need you. We need you to help us grapple with the baffling problems 
that confront us. In this current issue of The New Palestine, which I think nono 
of you have received in the mail as yet, the 1 ea.ding editorial is headed "l7elcome, 
Dr. Weizmann"• I am going to tako the liberty of reading iti 
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"American Jewry extends a warm and affectionate welcome to Dr, and Mrs. Chaim 
Weizmann on their return to these shores. More than any other person, Dr, Weizmann 
is today the spearhead of Jewish hopes and aspirations as well as the eff ecti vo 
and stalwart loader who is looked to for directivo action lea.ding to realization 
of thoso hopes. Caning here at a moment when tho war has occasioned a tragic loss 
in his intimate household, he earns additional respoct for his courage. Fran such 
mold are statesmen cast, To Dr, Weizmann go our greetings, our support, our 
confidence, and a hearty boruch haboh, n 

DR. TIEIZMA.NNI 11My dear frionds, president Levinthal, I thank you most heartily 
for your kind welcomo, I have come here this morning to make no lengthy stato­
mont of tho affairs X u.."'ldcrstand arc being pursued on this occasion. I havonlt 
had much time to get Iey" bearings. I arrived here just Tuosdaf and I had to go 
to Wt.ahington. :But hero I am, once more among you, to continua the work which I 
have begun on my previous visit and to see what further stoP3 can be talcon to 
organize the work of a year ago. I have had a brief opportunity to give a short 
statement before the :&mergoncy Committee about affairs as rre see thom from our 
fortress in England. 

:But it seems to me there are t\VO sets of problems; ono of short~r~o and one 
of long-ra.ngo. The short-range policies are perhaps more important because they 
affect our daily work and performance and consist of, in my opinion, creating a 
tole:rable measure of unity within our omi ranks, within thu Zionist ranks. It 
seems to me that within the Zionist ranks there should not be any difficulty except 
that I feel we should havo to scrap the methods wh,ich we usod in pcacotimo. We 
should create a wel.1-kllit organism which is capable of functioning hour to hour, 
daY to day, and that requiros a certain amount of self-obligation, sacrifice, 
toleranco. It se001s to me that in a world which is changing so fundamentally and 
whero all structures are being h.rokon down and great an.Pires a.re toppling, that 
all our old party_ divisions may for tho ·memont be set aside and unity created in 
order that theta should be an effective performance of our tasks. 

I dontt know how you picture tho tasks here, but in England we have oomo to 
the conclusion that one of our main tasks is to really get affective public opinion 
to bring to bear its influence on the government. We have, to some extent, to 
abandon the methods of begirming with the government and going downwards. Wo are 
starting dovmwards and worldng up to the top of the wramid. And it is proving 
quite affective. We have a contral public relations committee in London, and then 
we have provincial relations committees and we contaot practically everybody -
radio P3rsonalities, union leaders, members of Parliament, clergymen, lawyers, 
workmen and educators, and publieh a good deol of information. You will recall a 
molt unfortunate occurrence - the Struma. - thero was a widespread and spontaneous 
reaction to the Strume. incident, on the part of the public. \Ve did.n• t ask them to 
do anything. But thoir reaction impressed the government in official circles. I 
am qltlte certain also that in the way pressure was applied hero, it made it more 
o:f'foctive. 

At any rate, the short-term measures which seem most important to me are unity, 
to some extent foregoing the old party affiliations, if you likx), for the timo 
being perhaps to have only a single group so that we can have workers capable of 
exercising influence on public opinion and official connections. That opinion, 
of course, will be even more important as time goes on. 
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Tho long-tam pol icy is to clarify our •.1holo minds - uhat wo want and how 
wo want to achiovo it, I think tho first problem is uhat wo want - Palestine, 
To put 1 t moro concretely, we uant froo emigration, froc land purchasos, autonorrw 1 

lifo in a w~ of our own, our om1 mothods and modos of lif o, Wo want frl;)cdom 
from fear and frocdot.1 from uant, That would bo, i f you engl obo t hat i n a t orm, 
what you call a Cormnonuoal th or State. 

And another groat problem against which ,10 run up is tho .Arab probl em, 
analysis of that problor;:i. After numerous conversations with all sorts of pooplo, 
people in India, statesman, I believe ono statement can safely be mado - England 
alone cannot do it, partly bocauso she has heavy burdens which depend on hor own 
will. Secondly, perhaps, this will is not so strong as it was in 1917, At least 
20 years ago it was al together different. :Sut England and America together can 
do it, .And \7hen I say .Aroo.rica, I dontt mean that .America should toll Engl and 
how to do it or off er good advico0 ThP.t is not enough, This was tho fault, if 
I may SaY so, historically at tho laat ·Pcacc Conference, In tho ond .America 
left Europo to her ow devices and this was tho origin of practically all tho 
trouble. I am not accusing0 I am moroly stating the f ac~s, I waa unfortunately 
bound up \7ith tho circumstances in this country. President Uilson waa more or 
loss unsupported here and this affoct0d tho whole chain of circumstances which 
led up to this war. 

This must not happen again and I donlt think it \7111 happen. I believe 
tho Anglo...Sa.xon countries will probably create some sort of unity• Thero is, 
I am sure, going to bo an Anglo-Saxon bloc aft er this Wal' :: Whether the Oapi tal 
of the British Isles uill · bo on the Potomac Rivor, or not, I don1t lmow, it is 
not for mo to say, but I am concerned ui th tho part the .Anglo--Sa.xon uorld is 
going to pla.Y in combination with certain other countries - Russia. China, 
possibly India. Tho attitude of .America to groat problems like tho whole !Aiddle 
East, of which Palestino is the hub, ought to bo, and I am sure will bo, diff orent 
from rmat it \7as in the past, Previously it was a theoretical proposition whore 
llmerica took a benevolent interest in our Jcuish welfaro. Hor attitude was 
friendly. The influonco of .American Jem:y, of course, was an important factor 
in cauaing tho .American gov )rnment to ta.kc this bonovolent interest. :But in tho 
futuro cooperation bot~oon England and .Amorica, tho reaction of this country and 
its sympathetic understanding of the idea will bo of first-class importance. 

America is getting acquainted with tho Middle Ea.st, It has its reproson­
tatives and missions a.nd people \7ho traval back and forth and \1ho see uhat wo are 
doing, and this will and ought to go on increasing, I think most of tho .American 
travellers who come back fro□ the :fiddle East or fro1"!l Polestino aro on the whole 
delighted with what they havo aeon of us, I have tho opinion of 1ir. Donovan, of 
James Boosevel t, of Mr. Bullitt. They aro all very delighted. But Americans 
are used to thinking in terms of big countrios and ,1hon they soc Pelostino they 
sa.v; there I was; I got ovor the desert, and in three-quarters of an hour I was 
in Haifa. It is a tiny country, From New York to Chicago you sit in a plane 
for four hours and that is not the end of America.. 'l?here is still a long w8'3' 
to go, And they put tho question, what can we do in so small an area. It is 
essential., that we should make it clear what "vVO can do m.th Palestine. Wo can't 
make it bigger in area., but '70 can by work and by intelligence vastly increase 
its possibilites. This v1as partly the purpose of rey article, published in 
Foreign Affairs to try to provo that a small country is big enough for us and 
it is of sufficient size to demand the exercise of all our energies. 



Executive Minutes -
4/26/ 42 - 9 -

~o come back: to what I said earlier, I believe if we could bring about t ':.1is 
real cooperation between .America and England on ~he problem of the rliddle East, 
vtl th Pal es tine as the hub, we wouJ.d probably be abl o to tacld e the Arab problem 
much more easily ard more simply than was the case the last time~ 

Well, out of that, my f r iends, (I don't want to detain you very much longer), 
follov, the groat tasks which arise - the tasks of enlightenment and propaganda, 
of spreading knowledge, and of getting together our Zionist groups, lmitting them 
stror¥slY one m. th the other. You said, Mr. President , you are glad I have come 
to help~ I arn not a stranger in this countryo I am acquainted Tiith tho organi­
zation and set-up a..-rid layout of the country, and I am anxious to do 1-:zy share for 
,hatover contributicn it wi ll be given to me to malc0~ provided that neither you 
nor myself shall fritter a 0cy our energy on unnecessary friction or arguments 
about things which have no relation to these problems uhich face us, and we shall 
go forward. 

I run not able to detcr11ine or to set a limit just at present on how long I 
shall st~. It may be that my v,ork vlill demand that ! shculd go back to Engla..-rid 
soon. Howcve:c, while I a.111 here I am anxious to see the work doneo Thero are 
only t~o or three great cor.ununities left - yourselves herep and Palestine, uhich 
is smaller in numbers but great in quality. Palestine is straining every nerve 
to get everything we can throun into the melting pot so that they should be able 
tor aise their voice when the tine comes. Happily tho Executive is not doing 
badly. Things in Palestine a.re going tolerably nello Of course, it is again 
u..1der a cloud. There is danger. If, as we all hopo ~ Palestine will oscape the 
danger this summer, then it will be time to really devote ourselves out to plans 
for the future. I hope that this danger may be averted. 

Of course, there are things to be done now. For one, to try to get in touch 
with tho Washi:~gton people~ And we have found sympathy there with our problems. 
Again, in a senso, new matters of foreign relations are arising. India na.v become 
emancipated in one for□ or a..11other. I think the Indian leaders have declined. the 
British offer, if I nay say so, for tho same reason partly for which a great many 
Zionists have declined to t~:e the partition offer. They were frightened of the 
res:ponsibility. They were suddenly confronted with a State. Statehood is a 
dangerous story. It is tremendous responsibility and uhereas we~ have the 
highest opinion of Ghandi and tho others, they have not had the practical. training, 
and suddenly to take over 350,000,000 people with such deep social differences -
religious, linguistic and so forth - is a task and a responsibility u~ich can 
come as too great a shock, I don't blame them. Houever, it is coming0 It is 
unavoidable. Whether or not it ,.,ill come next month or next year, it may have 
one bearing on our affairs , It will relieve Great Britain of the pressure of 
50,000,000 Moslems for whom the Jewish probl eo was held up as a great hindrance. 
Onco the Uoslems have their ow fish to fry, they will probably not think so much 
about Palestine, which is usually for them a stick to beat the dog. Thoy have 
not been interested in Palestine itself, but as a means of pressure. 

Taking it all in all, if we could sec those two great powers cooperating on 
the resolution of the probl ans in Palestine, a real opportunity ,1ill come about 
to convert platonic sympathies into definite political taslts. I am not pessimis­
tic about our own futuro. Though God knoils we should be. I don1 t lmor, \7hat the 
rate of destruction of our peoplo is at prosent. How many Jews will be left when 
the end comes, uhat we shall find, I don't know. :But I have faith in our Jews, 
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evon right now. In England we still collect money for the Keren Hayesod and the 
Xeren Keyometh - there is in spite of all a sort of Je~ish communal life, and 
money is still being collected for Palestine, proudly and. \1ith o.ignity. 
Although there aro people who think that Eastern Jewry can be written off thoy 
a.ro making a sorious mistak:0. Eastern Jowry is bleeding from a thousand uounds, 
but it ~ill a.rise again. It will come. You may perhaps hear from Russian Jerrry 
which has not been vocal for a while. It may be able to pull its \~ight more 
after war than it did before. 

I v1oul.d like to think \1ith you that if you within the free Jewries v1ill lceop 
tho structure of Palestine eoing, utilizing all our fo~ces in order to prepare 
the grou_r1d for the groat day, I any we may still soc a Je\"lish Palestine and a 
Jewish Cor.1monweal th. 11 

JUDGE LEVIllJTHAL: fe have bem inspired by your utterances. You have not only 
tho affectionate regard but the loyal support of the membership and tho leadership 
of tho z. o. A. I want to talce the 1 iborty, if I mey, of asking Dr. Wise, as tho 
mentor of the .American Zionists, to say a word in reply to Dr. Weizmann. 

DR. \VISE: It is not necessary to reiterate, Judge Levinthal and Mr. Chairman, 
what you have just said. Some of us have looked forward with keenest anxiety for 
a number of months to tho return of Dr. Weizmann to this country. .As you have 
rightly said, we need him. After all, we have too long had divided councils. I 
am not going to dwell u-pon that. Dr. Weizmann hinted rather significantly at 
curtain trends and tendencies, but in MY event we need the unification of Zionist 
effort and Zionist purposos in America, and Dr. Woiznann, the leader, is the 
person calculated to help us bring that about. 

I hardly like to refer to it because it is too personal and intimate to bear 
dwelling upon, that after all Dr. Weizmann comes to us m. th a new ti tl c, a ti tlc 
v1hich ho has through his high fortitude and through great suffering of which I 
tel1 1 if I ~, for reyself, that ,n. th all my heart and all of us are at one in 
this - we still hope that out of that fortitude based upon a groat pious hopo 
there may yet come to Dr. ·.ieizma:nn and Mrs. Weiz□ann the happiness which ,,ouJ.d 
be theirs if it were found in the end, aB God give it that it shall be, that thoir 
beloved and brilliant son is to be restored to thorn out of tho depths of that 
unoccupied or occupied France uhorein he may at present be con£ined. I could not 
permit myself to welcome Dr. Jeizma;nn, to speak thia word of greeting to him, 
uithou.t malting some reference to that which wo honor in you., Dr. Weizmann - your 
selfless devotion, despite difficulties, despite a very very heavy burden uhich 
has come to rest upon you • 

.And, Dr. Weizmann, to you I want to s~ that we mean to uork with you. \Ye 
have had divisions and differences and perhaps it would be slight overstatement 
to sey, that all differences have ended. But I am very very glad and grateful 
that you struclt this note. After all, wo never could afford to ba dividod, and 
now wo cannot at all afford to bo divided. For example, Dr. \Veizma.nn, Judge 
Levinthal and gentl8Ilen, wo got a.n example of what we mean when we loolt at the 
agitation for a Jewish a.mu. If there wore not that division, if there wore not 
tho.t committee outside with some goodly purposes and some sinistor, absolutely 
sinister implications, wo might be much further than wo are in relation to our 
ovm government in tho matter of furtheranco for a Jewish arnzy- or Jewish military 
units based on Palestine. That is for us toda_v the locus classicus of tho hurt 
that comes from division. But I needn't cite that classic example. 
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For example, here a fortnight fro□ FridEzy", from last nig~t t~ be acc:1ratc! . 
wo shall be entering into that national Zionist conference uhich is, I think, it is 
not too much to say, tho first impor}ant Zionist mooting that has been held since 
the day of Goneva on the eve of tho 'orld War. Are we ready for it? Havo wo boon 
big enough aa Zionists and wise enough as Zionists and understanding enough as 
Zionists to put asido those things uhich divide and minir.lizo us and ovon to use tho 
term of another, destroy what ought to be a great and united effort. Tho question 
will shortly come up for discussion and I do not moan to elaborate upon it here. 
All I moan to s03, and rrr:/ personal thought is tho roaul t of tho work of 45 years 
of unswerving allegiance to our great cause - I cannot help saying to you, if over 
there was a moment in our life as comrades in tho Zionist causo, for unity, fun­
dwnental., constructive, significant unity, this is tho hourJ 

After all it is not two things, but just one thing. Noto that at la.st after 
forty yoars a group of men, I ao sorry to say, mot in my own corner and have 
lifted up thoir hoads and have announced that the third or second of July they 
,,ill call a meeting. It isn't a mooting against the Jow:tsh army. It is a meeting 
against tho fundamentals of Zionism. In the faco of that unity against us can we 
not have a corresponding unity within our ranks? 

I think wo r:iust understand toda.Y that the more pouerful tho Z. O.A. is, the 
greater its responsibility. Not the larger its claims to roprosontation in this 
boczy or another. And I think, Judge Levinthal., I nant to sey, understands that 
ucll. Tho same is true of Hada.ssah with its tromondous numerical. proponderanco. 
But aftor all, the power of a giant must be used nith humility and m.th wisdom. 
Therein alone uisdom lies, and the same is truo of Mizrachi and tho Poalo Zion. 
We havo had enough of divisiveness. Wo havo had enough of contention and disputa­
tion over minimal things. I would love to think that Dr. Weizmann's coraing to us 
is going to bring about an understanding of the pricelessness, tho indispensableness 
of absolute unity in our ranks. We needn't be of one mind. We mey still hold to 
our o,m convictions, whether wo are Mizrachi or Poale Zion or general Zionists. But 
after all, tho one groat commanding cau.so for which we havo lived and nhich ma.v 
be on tho vorge of a.chievoment when the uar sha.D. havo ended, is our cause. God 
give it that Dr. Weizmaun•s coming to us ma_y bring reinforcement of his own courage 
and hope, and how glorious it \"1oul.d be if while ho was hero there might come to 
hira happier, more glorious, more blessed tidings. We wish it fo~ him for his sake, 
for Mrs. Weizmann's sake, and for tho sako of the Jewish pooploJn 

JUDGE LEVINTHAL: We shall nou proccod with the routine matters of busines 
011 our agenda. 

DR. WEIZlwnl: "As an after-thought, I can• t help rising again to thank iey 

friond, Dr. Wiso, for hi6 words of comfort. Like hin, my wifo and ~self bolievo 
that our son will come back to us. Ho is someuhere amongst tho living. I would 

1 iko to add one moro thought to what I said. I f oel, and 1 iko !1im, and other 
responsible Zionists too, a certain wealaiess in tho present situation. If tirnos 
wero normal wo would have had the Zionist Congress. The Congress might have 
ratified or otherwise passed on our efforts of thoso last two or throe and a half 
years. As it is, thero has been no Congress. Th.ore has been no opportunity for 
tho groat body of Zionist adherents to criticize or support or encourage or dis­
courage the actions which wo ha.cl to talto in this time of stross and omargoncy. 
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I feel that in this office which I hold, I am there by force majaure, and 
I feel there are explanations to make, not that it is being throvm into my face, 
I have no reason to complain of the attitude of my fellow Zionists on the whole -
but I feel in rey own innermost self I would have to explain a little more care- . 
fully than I uould havo if my mandate had beai reneuod. It can't bo ren0r1ed nou. 
And we have to work with a substitute. One of the substitutes is very i nportant -
the conf0ronco which we are calling. And full opportunity should be given to 
everybody to express his views thero. The :Ex:eoutive could give full exprossion 
to its views and give guidance for the futuro. And not tha.t I plead leniency -
I have never pleaded for that - but in this respect I plead for unity as an 
absolutely essential prerequisite for any success which we expect; and Dr. Wiso, 
I subscribe to evory word you have said, and I cannot emphasize strongly enough 
the necessity of this thing. If we are not united, our hopes will duindle to 
nothing, and it is no use then turning back to our leaders and saying, you have 
not been successful. The leaders can give only what you put into them, tho 
energy, the courage, tho hope, the faith and the judgment. If what you give the 
lead.ors is divided counsel, well, you uon•t expect e:ny definite results. The 
oxarnple of the Jewish a.rnw is classical. I think we have sent most of the 
documents over here. I believe really that we havo done all r;e possibly could 
to bring it about. From the very first moment of the outbreak of the war, and 
it is easy to get up and say, well the Zionist Organization has failed because 
they never wanted it properly, they never put their heart and soul into it and 
we shall show you how we can do it. I hope to God they may be successful, but 
I feel that the opposite may be the case. 

And I still believe that this 8rII\Y or contingent can bo achieved with not 
quite too much hullabaloo. I think it may be achi eved in a comparativoly short 
time, if wo make real and practical proposals. I believe that the .American 
administration is willing to support us, but tho .American administration for u.11 
it is an ally of England, is not going to exorcise undue pressure on tho :British 
Government. And I have sufficient oxperience to say that if there is a showdomi 
between the :British Government and our pressure, the British Government uill tell 
the .American administration they are willing to do it but they can't. They are 
frightened. 'rhey aro in a delicate position. ThE\Y can give fifty reasons out 
of which 46 may be urong. The .American Government with all its friendliness and 
good•will will hesitate to exercise its discretion. I have seen it over and over 
and over a.gain, and a.ftor all, one has to learn from oxporienco. Possibly youngar 
men will step in whero we fear to tread. But it is a dolicato position. 

We can bring it about, and if I ~ sa3 so, perhaps the w03 in which it is 
likoly to come about is this: thero are Jewish companies alroad_y fighting. 'rhere 
is a need for manpower. That is definite. That is admitted. Thon tho next stop 
should ba, I think it is achiovablo, to got the Jewish compal1ies organized tnto 
battalions or regiments. Give the battalions a namo. Aftor all, there are 
Scot:h and Wal.sh and Irish battalions and there would be no particular departure 
from the routine of an a.rrey to make it a Jewish battalion. Evory battalion in the 
British army has its own commander, its own name and its O\m flag. We could ask 
for that and probably get it. Once you have battalions with commanders, it is 
an easy step to brigades and bigger uni ts and divisions as the case ma.v bo. I 
bolieve that is tho way in which a realization of this great da.Y is possible. 
This is she.rod partly by Mr. Fil.on. and certainly shared by Mr. Winant, who has 
used his groat influence in this bohalf. 
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I understand this view is shared by a number of distinguished mon in this 
country in the present administration, That is a feasible practical way to do 
it, because the companies are already there. To take three companies and mal«J 
them a battalion is simply a matter of organization. I don 1 t believe that all 
the other ways are realistic. I don't believe it is useful to talk of armies 
of hundreds of thousands of people whom we haven't got. We might have another 
25,000 or 30,000 in Palestine. Possibly a few will come in from the outside, but 
there is the question of shipping and trans1:iort. You know all that. It is not 
real, and we can't afford to put out projects which are merely figments of some­
body's imagination. This is a way which we can sa:f ely tread, and the day beforo 
yesterday when I saw Mr. Winant and he asked me for a statement which Mr. Neumann 
and myself and Mr. \Veisgal drew up on the way back. It is in his hands now, and 
we insisted that now is the time to put it into effect. As I have stated, General 
Dill too, is not unfavorable, and I believe it may be done. .AI3 for the campaign 
of the ar1ey- Comnittee, it has a great many colors and is very attractive, but 
from the point of view of "tachlis" it is not likely to succeed. It is likely 
perhaps to have the opposite effect, because of the methods with which this com­
mittee is familiar. This is a classical case of disunity which ought to be 
o.voidod, 

MBS. T.Ai"\1.AR POOL: I'd like to ask a question of Dr. Weizmann. Dr. Weizmann, 
you referred to the successful developnent of what we call here public relations 
work in England, the strengthening of public opinion in favor of our movenent 
and bringing that opinion to bear from the bottom up, on government circles. Could 
you amplify that and tell us how it is working and who are the main people doing 
it, and ao on? 

DR. WEIZMANN: Yes, it is of comparatively recent growth.It is under Professor 
Brodetsky, who has formed a central committee in London, consisting of some people 
on the »nergency Committee, and it meets every fortnight or every wock, as the 
case may be; they have formed provisional committees in every big city - Manchester, 
Leads, Scotland, Ireland, and every month these people are surmnoned and receive 
a report, and they themselves report and get instructions. They meet in their 
respective cities with local members of Parliament, clergymen, journalists, writers, 
union leaders - theJr inform them, distribute pamphl.ets,loa.flets, some big, some 
small, on current questions concerned with Zionist policies. They formulate 
questions for the House of Commona, for the Government, nnd it has become quite a 
big movement. 

Incidentally, as I am again on rey feet, perha~ it is right that I should say, 
we have quite a strong Zionist movement in England, as Dr. Silver may have reported 
to you, which is remarkable in view of the very difficult conditions in which 
England finds itself. I should also say tpat Dr. Silver's visit was an unqualified 
success It was a success morally, it was a success politically and a success 
financially. His speeches were magnificiont. They were simple, they were full of 
content, they were excellent in form, and though ho was put through a very severe 
grilling, he carriod it through with great ability and courage and had an enonnous 
success. If I tell you that the Keren Hayesod this yea:r will probably reach 
100,000 Pounds, the per capita contribution is very great. 

The J.l'J.F. too has two or three programs which are at present being worked 
out and if they get going, the J.U.F. may bring in perhaps 1,000,000 Pounds. The 
rise in acquisition of land is primarily due to English contributions. People in 
England today have a great deal of ready money. How has this money come about? 
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You knot1 that we have to deliver all foreign securities for which tho British 
Government gives us pounds. There is no room to reinvest in England today except 
in war loans, 1;1hich everybody does; and still there is a good deal of ready cash 
lying in the pockets of the people and they invest it in land in Palcstino in suns 
of 20,000 pounds, 101 000 pounds, 5,000 pounds - great substantial sums of roDnoy by 
substantial people. .And a great deal of land is being bought even outside tho 
pale; something like 30,000 or 401 000 dunams has been acquired only recently, and 
that g.oes on. We have about seven or eight Chalutz farms which train people, 
English boys, boys from Oxford and Cffi!lbridgo. Of course they are originally Russian 
born. There is no Jew not Russian born, 

But there is a great substantial movement uhich is pushing its work right into 
the depths of the Jewish cor:mIUI1ity. If you take into consideration that tho Jc~ish 
conn:mnity was an organized body is non-existent, most of the institutions are 
dispersed all over the country, they are bombed out, it is a very encouraging 
phenoill3mn ,physically and morally. I can again say that Dr. Silver• s visit, al though 
it was a difficult experience to travel nowadays and he \7as tired, was a brilliant 
success, and we do hope that this may be repeated; for instance, we are looking 
forward to Dr. Wiso cnl'!1ing over, One or two other leaders possibly. We need somo 
sort of exchange - I am hero from England, but there is a really sound heal thy 
movement with new people, young people from universities, from trades, which is 
beo.ring fruits. You can see it almost every day, I thought I should give this 
information to you, 11 

JUDGE RCYrHEJ:iIBERG: "I'd like to put this question to Dr. Weizmann. In you:r 
first observations you gave expression to the fact that Russia is not unsyr.xpathetic, 
Have you had MY cases of changing attitude on the part ot Russia touard the 
Zioni st movement?" 

DR. WEIZiilllN: 11 Yes 1 we had two or three instances, merely straws, but still, 
out of three or four straus you can begin to make a bundle, First of all, you 
remember the first time - there was a big public meeting in i~oscow and tho~, 
addressed thernsel ves to the A.rnerican and British Jewish comrnuni ties? When tho 
message came I ask Maislcy, cun v,e speak to the Jeus of Russia as Je\7s? Would that 
embarrass the Russian Government? Would it embarrass the Jewish community or 
whatever they have there if we uere to send a fraternal greeting there? Ho said 
it would not only not embarrass them but they would bo delighted, and I said I 
could only send one on behalf of the Zionists - and Zionists arc not quito kosher 
in Russia. He said, forget about it. AI; far as he knew they wero under the im­
pression that the Zionists are against the Soviet. I said the boot was on the 
other leg. We couldn't arrest the Soviet people, but they have arrested our 
Zionists. So he said it would be an excellent thing if I coul.~ send a rness~e and 
he wanted to know if other great Jewish organizations ~ould do tho: aooo. I said 
the only one I could think of uas the Board of Deputies but that I had no jurisdic­
tion over them. What we could do was to oond a message on our orm behalf which I am 
sure \7ould be shared by other Jewish bodies. I could mention it to others but I 
couldnlt guarantee what they would do. There were messages from ~self, tho Va.ad 
Leumi and the Board of Deputies. 

This was received with great pleasure in Russia. and published in their official 
organ. When Silver was in England we went to aeo Maisey a.gain and Maisey was most 
anxious about the attitude of .America. Silver gave him the necessary reply and 
again we raised the question that a great many Zionists are still under arrest 
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though rm reeJ. ize that this is dono by Jev,ish opponents of Zionism. Maisky asked 
us to give him a short memorandum on what v,0 weJit to achieve through Zionism; 
this we did. When we sau him again he said he had received our memorandum which 
was very interesting and he had forwarded it to Russia. Ho said our aspirations 
for a Jewish state seemed to him a perfectly natural thing. It was all, Qf course, 
merely an exchange of conversation with an ambassador, and one never knows how 
much weight a Russian ambassador carries. But I am certain that there is sor.iothing 
to be done in that direction and it is being continued in London and vlill also be 
continued hero. 

Maislcy- made one remark - he said that perhaps it might be well for mo to go 
over to Moscow. We were speaking Russian. I said my Russian was a bit rusty as 
he could see, but that I still knew enough to talk to his pcopl e, and when the 
ti~e comes we might speak again of this. I believe that they talce our attitudo 
seriously, particularly the attitude of the .American Jews. That is a.n important 
factor ,."✓hich should not be neglected. 

You perhaps kl1ow or have road the remarkable story of tho visit which a Russian 
ship made to Haifa. The ship called in Haifa and there ~ere Jews among the crcu. 
They were deeply impressed and tho captain of the ship said to his Jows on board, 
11 do you 2mow anything about this? You should have told Stalin about this. 11 I 
believe when the road is open for cornrmmic ation with Russia, we will be able to 
make some progress. .All these are merely straws, as I have said, but they arc 
not unimportant. They indicate the trend of events. 

I saw the Chinese ambassador, a very distinguished man, and he \7as very 
friendly to us. He likes the idea of a Jewish force fighting in Palestine. As 
much as we could we have kopt in touch nith these people. We also kopt in touch 
\7i th most of the free govenments - the Czechs, the Poles, tho Belgiar.a, the French -
they arc all friendly fro□ bef oro the uar; among them too ne,7 fore es are cor.1ing 
up. I believe tho Czechs and the Poles will rise again. Well, one can't do enough. 
I would 1 ike you to know that we have borno this in mind enough to have a special 
man detailed to get in touch ,nth those people. We are only a small group in 
London but wo are a closely Jmit group. Our political committee meets every d~. 
They number about four or five people. 

rm. FRISCH: "Is there any anti-Zionist elanent there?" 

DR. WEIZMANN: "We are negotiating with then too by corrospondonce. It is the 
same there as here. They are a small element. They are not vicious. In fact, 
they are very pleasantU 

Im. BOUKSTEIN: "There are reports current here that the High Conmissionor, 
MacMichaol, has been recalled or has been called back to England. Is there a:ny 
information you could give us also whether there has been any change in the 
tendencies of the local administration?" 

DR. WEIZMANN: "No, When I 1 eft it was just at the moment Oranborne had come 
in. He is considerably more favorable, but after all he has a coIIlr.lission. England 
did call MacMichael back. Whether he will return or whether he will not, I know 
not. .And perhaps on some other occasion I will tell you 1rore about it, but that 
was tho first thing dono under the impact of the Struma incident. For tho first 
time in my life I wrote an official letter to a Colonial Secretary to say that I 
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consider his High Commissioner unfit to preside over the destinies of Palestine, 
I expected rather a violent reaction from Cranborne but there was none. 11 

MR. SHAPIRO: "Can one ask ,.,hat is the general state of defense in Pales­
tine in the event of attack or invasion?" 

DR. WEIZ14.ANU: "There is a Home Guard and a great many English troops, and 
there are Jews fighting in Palestine, but it is not satisfactory. I am sorry, 
but I have to leave now." 

JUDGE LEVINTHAL: Dr. Wise has an important motion to make. Ladies and 
gentlemen, before Dr. Weizmann appeared, Dr. Wise had the floor and was about 
to put a motion. 

DR. WISE moved that the ExeC11tive Committee name a committee of tuo con­
sisting of Judge Levinthal and Mr. KonoTTitz to meet with two representatives 
of the U.P.A., Dr. Silver, Mr. Mentor and Mr. Norman or someone else for the 
American Palestine :E\lnd, and that this committee be empowered to approve or 
disapprove the recommendation of the z.o.A. Sub-committee. 

JUDGE LEVINTHAL reminded Dr. Wise that at the last meeting of the u.P.A. 
Executive Comrnittee, Dr. Wise and Mr. Lipsky were appointed as a committee 
of the U.P.A. to present the U.P.A.. 1 s position at the next eeting of the 
Executive Committee of the z.o.A, and to suggest that the z.o.A, defer decision 
on the problem, leaving it to the final judgment of t he Administrative Committee 
of the U ,P.A. in view of t he fund-raising i ssu.e involved. Judge Levinthal urged 
that Dr. ~ise and Mr. Lipsky should join Mr. Y.onowitz and himself and Dr, Silver 
and Hr. Montor and try to arrive at an expedient conclusion. 

Dr. 17ieet s motion was seconded by Mr. Hurray I. Gurfein and unanimously 
carried. 

IV. REPORT OF THE EMERG~CY COlA11iIT1.rEE - Emanuel Neumann 

"You all read in The Ne,.-, Palest i ne an account of the activities of the 
:Emergency Committee in connection with the Struma disaster. Through various 
political channels a cable was sent by a group of 30 distinguished ..American 
Clergymen, headed by Reverend Dr. Harry E. Fosdick and Monsignor Byan, to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Public meetings r 0Garding t he Struma disaster were 
arranged in Neu York, one laree meeting at the Mecca Temple, and another meetin 
at Dr. Israel Goldstein's Temple, but uere not reported in the press. ~e have 
had it confirmed that this was no accident due to pressure of war news, but to 
the deliberate policy apparently inspired fron above. We understand that the 
British have made representations to .American officials and they apparently have 
passed the word that it ,;rould not be uise to allow what seemed like anti-British 
propaganda. 

An attempt was made to get a number of Senators to speak on the floor of 
the Senate with regard to the Struma disaster. Some ,vere prepared to do so. 
One of these Senators t:1ought it advisable and necessary to speak to someone 
in the State Department and he was urged not to do so because of certain 
delicate situations wh ich existed between the American and British governments, 
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and he was not only a.slted to refrain, but asked to use his influence with other 
colleagues in the Senate to avoid such a discussion on the floor, And so that 
did not take place, Nevertheless, the other thi~s uhich were done did have 
certain repercussions. A strong editorial in the Washington Post was sent across 
to England. There was on editorial which succeeded in getting into the Nev, York 
Times, not a very strong one, but nevertheless it was a fairly satisfactory 
editorial coming from the New York Times, Editorials were also printed in the 
Nation, New Republic, and Free World, 

Action was also talcen with regard to the Jewish army matter after the protest 
by the 70 reform rabbis. Within four hours after the statement of these refonn 
rabbis, protestsappeared, We secured telegrams from several hundred rabbis, and 
we published an ad in the New York Times, At the time the ad appeared we had about 
350 telegrams and next day another 200 arrived, This particular action was useful 
particularly since we were able to get statements from the heads of three leading 
rabbinical organizations, the Central Conference, the Rabbinical Assembly and the 
.America.~ Orthodox Rabbis, This was communicated to the proper channels in 
Washington, A great deal of interest seems to have been displayed by certain 
government departments in this matter, They wanted to !mow from us just how the 
Jem3 stood, what evidence we could bring to show the proportions in which Jews 
stood for or against the Jewish army idea, 

I should like to mention a new piece of work which is being done with a great 
deal of devotion and promise. We have formed a small squad of young rabbis, 
headed by two volunteers - Rabbi Philip Bernstein ot Rochester and Rabbi Milton 
Steinberg of New York, to work among and with the general clergymen and Christian 
movements. They hi.ve personally been going about contacting the leaders of im­
portant Christian orga...~izations, and are now trying to form a special cornmi ttee 
of Christian clerg~ for Zionism. They have gotten the support of a number of 
important people for this committee, They have been consulting regularly with 
Dr. Niebuhr and other gentlemen, They have been contacting the denominational 
press to ~lace articles in various magazines, .An article by Eugene Xohn has 
appeared~ but this was arranged ~or some six months ago. We have been sending 
out releases to the denominational press and calling conferences. They have 
contacted several of the commissions of Christian churches dealing with post-war 
reconstruction and they found that none of these commissions included the Jewish 
question in their studies of post-war problems, They have ta~en steps to have 
that brought in as the subject for serious discussion, They also have helped to 
get the signatures to telegrams which went to the Archbishop of Canterbury. They 
have also contacted a nunber of rabbis• consent to address Christian groups like 
the Christian Student Uovenent, etc. That is an excellent piece of work which I 
hope will prosper, and the next step is to try to form a similar group to deal 
specifically with academic circles, 

The articlos by Niebuhr in the Nation created quite an impression in 1 iberal 
and intellectual circles, We have made reprints of them and will probably have to 
print a third edition since there has been such a danand for them. 

During the war there have been practically no books appearing on the Zionist 
question, either by Jews or non-Jews, a.~d that lack has been acutely felt. We 
found out through Mr. Schulson that there was a book about to appear on British 
poli~y· in Palestine, published by an important group in Washington, the .American 
Com1cil for Public Affairs. We were put in a position to read the proofs for this 



Executive Minutes -
4J26/42 - 18 -

Council and to suggest revisions. The book on the whole is allright excepting 
for one major premise which one can't very well change without altering the whole 
character of the book. It isnft our book. The underlying thesis is that Britain 
failed in Palestine, that British policy has failed due to the failure from the 
start mid throughout to take a strong and definite position one way or the other. 
In other words, the irreconcilability of the Arab nationalists as against the 
aspirations of the Zionists is the finding of the whole book, On the whole, the 
book is unbiased and objective, Insofar as fmY' slight bias is concerned, it is 
biased rather in favor of fne Jewish position than the Arab position. We succeed­
ed in accentuating that somewhat in our corrections. Ue succeeded in getting the 
consent of Josephus Daniels to write a pro-Zionist introduction to that book. 
We expect to have it back ~ day and the Council has agreed to include that with 
the book, 

There is a plan for the publication of a book by Dr. Lowdermilk dealing with 
the actual progress in Palestine, its absorptive capacity, the economics of 
Palestine, etc. and we hope that book will be written before Lowdei•rnilk leaves 
for an extended stay in ~nina, where he is heading a governmental agricultural 
commission, It is our task to do as much of the research work as we can to supply 
Dr. Lowdermilk with additional data and we hope that we will have the possibility 

of organizing this research work for it. We hope it will be published under the 
auspices of a very important research institution which published scientific rather 
than popular volumes. so that the book will cesry weight when it appears. 

Another project which is at present being worked on is a book dealing with 
the Near East, to be written by a pro-Zionist, a Hindu scholar who has been very 
friendly, and we have been having contacts with him. He is a lecturer on the 
Near East affairs and I am tying up between him and the institutions to publish 
such a book. He has undertaken to show us his outline, so that a book dealing 
with the Near East with a pro-Zionist point of view will appear. 

Finally, only on Friday, I induced Professor S, Ralph Harlow of Smit~ College 
who agreed to put down some of his findings in writing, a short volume of some 
125 pages, directed to the Christian mentality, and he agreed to do it and to 
submit an outline and would be glad to have our criticism of it. I hope that in 
the course of the coming twelve months there will begin to appear a number of 
volumes which directly or indirectly promote our points of view in the intellectual 
sphere. 

With regard to the American Palestine Committee, it is slowly but steadily 
growing. The most recent chapter organized was in Albany where there was o. dinner 
addressed by Professor Harlow, and one in Los .Angeles addressed by Dr. Heller. 
Both of them were quite successful and did a grea.t deal to influence the la_y leader­
ship and cl·erical. leadership in these communities. This is a piece of work which 
ca.n and should be continued steadily. The Second .Annual Dinner meeting of the 
.Araerican Palestine Corrnnittee will be held in Washington on May 25th. ~he z.o.A. 
office in Washington, Mr. Shatzer and i4r. Schulson, with the help of Mr. Kritzer 
of the lmlergency Committee, a.re arranging it. 

I suggest that a number of important Zionists and even people who are not 
necessarily strong or active Zionists but who have some political influence, be 
induced to contact their respective Senators and Congressmen, urge them to attend 
the dinner, be there thernsel ves, and have the Congressman or Sena.tor sit with 
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them as their guests in order to insure the maximum attendance on the part of 
these people, 

I have just spent a week in Washington and I have the definite feeling that 
our position has changed for the better. Our stock stands sonewhat higher that it 
has and in trying to analyze and to explain this development, I have come to 
attribute it to three factors. One is that the British stocks have f allen so that 
there is less of an inclination to accept at par whatever -point of vier, or argurnen ts 
are advanced from the British side. These things stand in some relation to each 
other. Secondly, the stocks of the Arabs have fallen markedly. I think it is 
partly due to the fact that there are Americans who have been in the Near East and 
have reported and from the few reports mich I have heard, some things have been 
said to me by various people, they have begun to recognize the Arabs for uhat they 
are. They are unreliable, untrustworthy, u.nconstructive, and uncooperative. In this 
critical situation that is something which makes its mark. Some .American govern­
ment officials said to me, as one man did who had been everywhere, that the only 
thing he could see the Arabs can create is a desert, and another man in the War 
Department said that the Arabs are all for sale. This is not the result of our 
propaganda against the Arabs, but simply the natural outcome of the developments 
and the facts as they appear." 

AF'I'ERNOON SESSION 

JUDGE LEVINTHAL: Supplementing Mr. Neumann• s r eTJort announced that the Z,O,A, 
will shortly publish a collection of the addresses and papers of Justice Brandeis 
on Zionism, edited by Dr. Solomon Goldman and annotated by Abe Dlker and Carl Alpert 9 

Mr. Felix Frankfurter will write the introduction to the volume, 

Referring to the Nieb'Uhr article, it is interesting to note that the Nation 
itself sent out many thousands of letters throughout the country, not only to 
Zionists but to Jews generally, referring to the Niebuhr articles and malcing a 
special offer over a special period including the two nwnbers, in which the artic­
les. appeared, and at the head of the letter they had three quotations from letters 
sent to the Nation by Dr. Emanuel Gamoran, Director of the Connnission on Jewish Ed­
ucation of the Central Conference of .American Rabbis, one from the President of the 
z.o.A., and one from Rabbi Joachim Prinz. The letter itself ought to be helpful 
because it puts the stamp of approval and endorsement of the Nation on the articles 
by Niebuhr. 

With reference to Dr. Weizmann's article in Foreign Affairs, the public rela­
tions committee of the »nergency Committee tried an experiment. They sent out 
letters t hrough an individual ho has never been identified officially n ith the 
Zionist Organization, lut a rather distinguished American Jew, who sent out letters 
to his friends and colleagues - distinguished editors, statesmen - and enclosed 
a copy of this article of Dr. ~eizmann•s reprint. He tried to elicit from these 
gentlemen to whom the letters ,,ere sent what their reactions were, and it is very 
interesting to note the replies. Men like George Wharton Pepper, the former Senator? 
Morris Leeds, the lay head of the Episcopal Church, Dr. Rufus Jones, head of the 
Quaker Society, Clarence Pickett, the president of Princeton University, and a 
number of distinguished citizens, and in letters tuo and a half -pages long they 
analyzed their reactions to it - favorable and unfavorable. These letters indicate 



Executive Minutes -
4/26/42 - 20 -

what we must meet in the minds of the non-Jews, the uninformed and the infonned 
non-Jews, we might follow up this same experiment in other parts of the country. 
There are some distinguished people in Chicago who might send out similar letter~ 
somebody ih Los .Angeles, etc. All letters should be cleared through the public re­
lations committee so that the same individual won't receive two letters from dif­
ferent persons. Every letter should be a personal individual letter. 

JUDGE LEVINTHAL reported that he had a long session with the former editor 
of the Saturday Evening Post who is nou no longer with them, and he did plan to 
have another article to reply to the three printed. Mr. Hibbs, the new editor, 
wrote me a letter in which he said that the correspondence that he had had ~ith 
Stout was turned over to him, that he felt that the Saturday Evening Post had wo~ 
ried the Jeuish question far enough and that they were not disposed to write any 
further articles on the subject. That was about a week before the editorial which 
appeared in the newspapers. 

V. REPORT OF THE KEREN HAYESOD: - Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt 

We have appointed a Constitutional Revision committee headed by Herman Weisnan, 
our Secretary, including Judge Emanuel Greenberg, Mark Ei'sner, David Wertheim, and 
Mr. Harry Grayer. We have had two meetings and are having another tomorrow. 
Despite certain difficulties I hope we will be able to implement at least the 
principle passed by the Z.O.A. Convention and Executive Committee. 

Much more important in the sense of daily operation was the question of finance. 
We had appointed a very good Finance Committee headed by Mr. Abraham Goodman, one 
of our neu trearu.rers, and includes Louis Rocker, Sol Reiter, and David Wertheim, 
because we were immediately confronted with the old type of demands. 

We have the problem of the Library and Archives which costs us about $10,000 
a year. It ought to be continued. We have appointed a committee to try to uork 
out some system not merely because they have some money in the bank, but because 
we can utilize it for expanding our library facilities, and that will be done. 
Mr. Rocker is chairman of that committee. 

There are also demands on us constantly for what you may regard as Palestine 
problems, and yet it is just a fine line whether we have to make that decision or 
not. For example, before this administration came into office, it was decided by 
the Administrative Council to spend $2,000 to buy Palestine wine. There was nothing 
for us to do but to finish and to honor the rest of the bills that were presented 
up to the amount of $2,000. But ~hen you are confronted with a problem such as 
met us last week, when the Hechalutz shows us they need $20,000 a year, and that 
they are doing very good work, our first reaction frankly was that it was our 
business to send money to Palestine and not to have a Hechalutz colony in Ne i Jersey. 
The Hechalutz brought to us not only recommendations but some very fine people who 
have contri·ruted money end who think it is a very worthwhile activity, and so far 
they have taken loans from us in the shape of $18,000. We have the title to the 
tuo farms and after going a little bit into the financial problem, I found that at 
their own estimate, the farms and all the anpurtenances were worth $50,000 against 
uhich they owed over $40,000. We haven't really titles. The titles uere depos-
ited t;- ith us, end the last thing I uant to do is to omi two farms because you will 
have to pay taxes in addition to the loans. 
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There are these important problems; Is the K. H. simply a pipeline to trans­
mit funds to Palestine, or can the X, H. here exercise its discretion over certain 
funds expended outside of Palestine in .America. I don1t want to foreclose that 
problem. In fact we have had a sub-committee headed by Mr, Lipsk~f to study that 
\7hole problem and at our board meeting in the next two weeks he will report, and 
we will endeavor finally to implement the coordination resolution." 

The report of the K. B. was discussed at great length by Louis Lipsley. 

JUDGE MORRIS ROTHIDNBERG pointed out that the American X, H. has established 
a Jerusalem x. H. as its agent and that the American X. H. is not in duty bound 
to do everything here that the Jerusalem office asks us to do. 

VI. mm:>~ ON EXTRAORDINARY ZIONIST CONFERENCE - Meyer Weisgal 

11 It was originally conceived that on the occasion of Dr. Weizmannls arrival 
and the presence of Mr. Ben Gurion, and in view of the very important issues that 
are involved in Zionist affairs today,, the importance of clarifying our own minds 
with regard to Zionist problems both vis-a-vis the outside world es well as for 
oursol ves, thore should be called a. conference in New York for the purpose of 
clarifying all these issues. This was not to have been a. conf orenca in the sense 
in which a U, P. A. conference is held, purely for propaganda. purposes. but to 
clarify our thinking. Certain data. and certain memoranda were prepared in order 
to achieve this objective. A program we.a prepared, not P3rfect 1 but more or less 
in line with meeting the problem. In other words, a. conference that would deal 
with primary purposes: 

One, to strengthen the Zionist movement politically vis-a....vis the outside 
world, and two, that we strengthen the movElllent intornolly and bring about a. 
greater unity for purposes and a greater clarification of the fundamental Zionist 
probloms involved at this time. Certain forms woro adopted. 

AB it stands tod~, all tho parties will bo represented. Thero will be a 
conference of about 500 delegates, the z. O, A., Hada.sash, Poale Zion, and Mizrachi 
who aro getting 75 dolegates each plus their governing bodies and the members of 
tho Actions Committee who happen to reside in the Unitod States or sojourn in tho 
Unitad States• This new represontation arose out of a certain difficulty about 
tho withdrawal of the M1zra.chi from the ]inergency Committee because thoy felt that 
an injury had been dono to them by giving them only 35 as age.inst 45 which was 
allocated to the Poale Zion. 

So the :Emergency Committee in its wisdom \vhon thoy asked for 45, struggled so 
long with that formula that thoY suddenly gave up and said they would give them 
75. I really think, Mr. Chairman, that if it had been decided that all the parties 
without regard to their numerical s tr~ngth or proportion in the movanent should 
have equal representation at tho conference, and whatever votes are to bo taken, 
thero should be such a voto by unanimous consent gi von in advance by tho :mnorgeney 
Oomni ttee, and thon there would be no great harm done. 

With regard to tho program of the conference, it will open on Saturdey night. 
Thora will bo roports by Dr. Weizmann and Mr. :Sen Gurion and Dr. Wise will preside. 
Various questions with roga.rd to Paloetine will be discussed. 'rho program is 
practically divided into threo partsa one, Palestine in all its aspeots. A survey 
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of the world situation, and how insofar as it is possible to project one's self into the future, what this Jewish position is going to be throughout the world after the war. And third, two or three sessions devoted to the American scene which will deal with three aspects; one, the internal Zionist situation, two, the relationship between Zionists and non-Zionists, and three, the relation of the Zionist world vis-a,-vis the outside world that has to do with public relations and opinions and politics in the Zionist movement in this country. 

It is contemplated and I hope it will be carried out, that thore shall boas much discussion as possible in as few set speeches as possible. But even in this particular case it is also a dangerous thing to do unless it is properly n.nd care­fully planned. Because organized spontaniety is very good, but unorganized spontaneity is very dangerous to a conference. And that is likely to happen unless the committee will finally make up its mind to hold the reins of the conference and not let them get out of their hands, and really make the best out of a bad job. I hope we shall have the time to do it, and of course finally, there is expected t o be presented a mD!lifesto or set of resolutions. I think there will be one which will set forth both for public consumption as well as for internal con­sumption a Zionist charter. It is being worked on and as soon as the first draft is in some measure prepared , the committee will be called together and will begin to dissect it and tear it to pieces and do all the things that are usually done at committee meetings. 

An extended discussion ensued regarding plans for the conference. Several members opposed the holding of the conference because of lack of preparation and planning, but it was finally decided to hold it as scheduled. 
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VII. P.EPORT ON THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE NON-ZIONISTS - Meyer Weisgal 

There have been any number of meetings with full and sub-committees between 
the Zionists and non-Zionists for a number of months •. There have been private 
conferences going on and the sub-committee is meeting again this Wednesday 
night in order to find whether there is MY basis at all to continue negotiations, 
I suppose negotiations will continue and we will carry on until we either have 
unity or not. 

VIII. A statement by Emanuel Neumann with reference to his resignation 
from the Emergency Committee will be issued with the minutes of the next 
meeting of the ~ecutive Committee, 

IX, SUPPLll!IENTARY REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

S !If • MR. HETZER: At the meeting of the Executive Committee in February, we 
had a discussion on the desirability of holding our annual convention con­
currently with Hadassah, That same evening we held a joint meeting of our 
Executive Committee with the National Board of Hadassah at which the question 
was reopened and both bodies were authorized to appoint sub-committees to 
explore that possibility, Our committee consisted of Rabbi Er eslau as Chairmant 
Robert Bernstein, Herman Weisman, Maurice Boukstein 1 and Dewey Stone, Our 
committee met with the committee of Hadassah and subsequently I have met a 
number of times with Miss Leibel. 

When we arrived at some definite ideas I communicated with four of the 
members of our sub-committee. I couldn't get in touch with Dewey Stone, and 
this is the recommendation of our sub-committee& It is agreed that it would 
be desirable to hold concurrent conventions of the z.o,A, and the Hadassah. In 
order to hold such conventions, we would have to hold ours this year in October. 
The tentative program is for our convention to open on Thursday morning, 
October 15th and to last through Sunday evening, On Thursday and Friday we would 
meet during the morning, noon, afternoon and evening, and on Friday as lato as 
possible for our own Z.O,A, sessions. Friday evening we ,vould meet jointly with 
Hadassah at a Shabbas dinner, Saturday afternoon would be a joint Oneg Shabbath 
devoted to a discussion of youth education. The Youth Commission, in which we 
are both participating agencies, would prepare the program. On Saturday night 
there would be a joint executive session devoted exclusively to political affairs 
Md public relations. Our Sunday sessions would be our own to conclude our un­
finished business and elections and the convention would be concluded on Sunday 
afternoon or evening with a joint session open to the public in the nature of a 
mass meeting. 

Our convention last year was held in Cincinnati, It was the thought of the 
committee that we ought to hold it this year in the East. We have been con­
sidering either Atlantic City and New York. It seems Atlantic City is not too 
anxious at this ti.me to provide the facilities for us and we have been exploring 
the possibilities of holding the convention in New York. We have had proposals 
from the New Yorker and the Pennsylvania Hotels jointly and other proposals from 
the Commodore Md the Roosevelt jointly, and the set-up would be to have all 
the necessary facilities for housing each of the conventions in a separate hotel 
where the headquarters would be and where the separate sessions would take place, 
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For the purpose of our joint sessions the ianhattan Center would be made 
available to us without charge by the New Yorker and the Pennsylvania Hotels 
together, both for Friday night and the Sunda;y- mass meeting. 

The Hadassah Board met and I have a letter from Miss Leibel telling me that 
the board went on record as approving these suggested arrangements for concurrent 
conventions, and this is the recommendation also of four members of our Com­mittee of five . 11 

MR. EPSTEIN moved to adopt the recommendations of the Committee in principle 
and to allow a committee to work out the details for the arrangements. 

The motion was SECONDED AND UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 

It was decided to postpone the hearing o~Mr. Firsch 1s report on Constitu­
tional changes of the Z.O,A. until the next meeting and to submit a written 
memorandum on the subject to all the members of the Executive Committee so they 
will have the recommendations of the committee before the next meeting and so they may study them. 

Mr. Mendel Fisher's report on the Jewish National Fund is incorporated into 
the record. Appendix F hereto attached. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 P. •I. 

Respectfully submitted 

Simon Shetzer 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Washington 

My dear Judge Levinthal: 

APPENDIX A 

April 2, 1942 

The receipt is acknowledged, through reference from the 
White House·, of your letter of March 9, 1942 enclosing a copy 
of a resolution which has been adopted by the National Adminis­
trative Council of the Zionist Organization of .America with 
regard to the sinking of the S.S.Struma in the Black Sea. 

I am sorry to say that the information which the Department 
has obtained from its own sources confirms the extent of this 
disaster. 

It seems pertinent to point out that the intolerable con­
ditions to which the greater portion of European Jewry has been 
subjected as the result of German policy and actions, and which 
prompted these unfortunate persons to seek refuge in Palestine, 
are the basic cause of this tragedy. 

I may also say that the Gennan radio has been seeking en­
ergetically to utilize this disaster as a means of sowing the 
seeds of discord between the .American and British peoples. 

Nevertheless, the tragic circumstances under which these 
unfortunate refugees lost their lives can not go unnoticed. 
Accordingly, this Government has requested the Honorable Myron 
Taylor, ,American representative on the Intergovernmental Com­
mittee for Political Refugees, to bring the Struma disaster to 
the official attention of the member Governments on the Steering 
Committee of the Intergovernmental Connnittee with a view to de­
vising eom method which TTould serve to preclude such tragic 
happenings in the future. 

Sincerely yours, 

( signed) aimner Welles 



APPENDIX l3 

UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 

PROPOSED 1942 BUDGET 

1941 BUDGET 1942 PROPOSED 
BUDGET 

1. Salaries - General Staff $30,779.32 $ 34,076.08 
2. Salaries - Field staff 22,869.19 23,920.00 
3. Traveling, per diem and expenses 16,175,26 14,900,00 
4. Maintenance of Regional Bureaus 11,433.31 2,000.00 
5, Speakers• fees and expenses 9.445.64 *I 5,000.00 *';..I 
6. Printing and publicity 12,526.0l - 10.000.00 
7. Mailing and letter shop 4,857.72 6,000.00 
a. Rent and electricity 6,970.49 7,800.00 
9. Postage 2,338.40 2,000.00 

10. Telephone and telegraph 5,543.72 4,000.00 
11. Stationery and printing 3,473.87 3,500.00 
12. InSllrance 1,168,88 1,000.00 
13. Office maintenance 811.15 1,000.00 
14. Auditing and statistical 4,750.00 4,750,00 
15. Conference and meetings, including 

Cleveland 14,301.47 12,000.00 
16. Furniture and equipment 1,615.12 l, 500,00 
17. Automobiles 2,147.00 2,500.00 
1 a. Chaim Weizmann expenses 3,000.00 -
19. Atlanta meeting and National Budgeting 5,359.19 -
20. Interest on loan l,?04,85 --
21. 1941 Campaign - not reimbursed 8,811.66 -
22. New York (City) Region UFA 5,742.81 --
23. Cort ingencies 31500.00 3 500.00 

il 79 I 325 • 06 j 139:446.08 

*/ Includes the sum of $3,134,75 paid to Lavy Bakstansky, and - the sum of $2,166.72 paid to Dr. Martin Rosenbluth. 

*.!./ Includes provision for Dr. Rosenbluth at $40 per week. 



FINANCIAL REPORT 
]y 

Zvi Levavy 

APPENDIX C 

March 31 marks the end of tho first half of the current fi seal year. It is 
gratifying to report a considerable improvement in the financial condition of the 
Organization as of that date. 

Members of this Committee will recall that on October 1st, 1941, the beginning 
of our fiscal and membership year, the z.o.A. was laden down with a burdensome 
deficit of more than $?5,000. In November, the deficit mounted further, to op­
proximately $84,500. But from then on we have been able to reduce the deficit by 
successive stages: $6,400. in December; $11,000. in J0J1uary; $9,600. in February; 
and approximately $51000 in Murch, making a total reduction of $32,800. nnd bringing 
the deficit down to ~52,500. as of March 31st. 

The income during the current fiscal period was in accordance with the 
budgetary estimates. 

The budget which was approved by this Committee early in the fiscal yeo:r on­
visaged a total income of $190,000. for the year, made up of $129,000. or 68% to 
be derived from membership; $54,000., or 28%, from the U.P.A.; and 4% from mis­
cellaneous sources, such as affiliation dues from various organizations; adv~rtising 
revenue from The New Palestine, and other miscellaneous items. 

During the period under review, our expectations relating to j_ncome from 
regular sources have not only been realized, but, in addition, the sum of $12,000. 
was raised toward the deficit fund. All around, the total income received during 
the first half of the year amounted to $126 9500., as compared with $118,000., in 
the same period last yeax, marking an increase of $8 1500. in our revenue. 

It must be borne in mind that while last year's income included the sum of 
$2,500. received as affiliation dues from Hadassah, this yea:r Hadassah makes its 
contribution of $20 1000. directly to the Youth Commission. 

It is also gratifying to report that during the first half of the current yea:r 
our expenses were reduced by approximately $17 1000. as compared with the expense 
for the corresponding period last year. This reduction was achieved, despite the 
omployment of a number of field men to service various Regions and despite the sub­
sidies granted to the Regions for carrying on the activities under the Regional 
Reorganization plan. 

You will be glad to learn that every department has limited itself to its 
budgetary allotment and that the reduction of our expenses is attributable to a 
very lo:rgc extent to the economies that have been effected in all branches of our 
organizational activities. 

My report would be incomplete were I not to emphasize the cooperation received 
from members of the Budget Committee and of those members of this Committee who have 
advan~ed to the Organization sustantial loans to tide us over during the summer 
months. 

Our main problem of financing arises always during summer months, when our 
income is reduced materially while most of our expenses such as salaries, rent, 
electricity, Md telephono have to be met. 

Permit me to conclude with a word of assurance to every member of this Committee 
that every possible effort is being exerted toward increasing the income of the 
Organization and toward keeping a viGilant check upon all expenditures. 

1r##:,'/:#ff 



REPORT SU'BMITTED BY MENDEL N, FISHER 
FOR THE J ,N .F. TO THE ZOA 

.APPENDIX F 

The report of the activities of the Keren Xa;yemeth Leisrael, Jerusalem, for 
the year 5701 has reached this country recently. According to this statement 
45,479 dunams of new land were redeemed, which compares with 43,180 dunams for 
the same ~riod of the previous year. The activities of the ]'ind in the period 
of World War 12 were not reduced, but the purchase of land uas exceeded by over 
100,000 dunams. It was one of the most productive years in the history of the 
Fund. The number of dunams purchased during this year have only tuice been ex­
ceeded - in 1929 when the Emek Hepher and the Emek Zevu.llun purchases were com­
pleted - that represented an acguisition of 59,549 dunams - and in 1939, uhen 
53,499 dunams were acquired, including large stretches in Upper Galilee and the 
Jordan Valley. We are all interested in knowing Tihere land i.s now being acquired. 
Of the total purchased this last fiscal year, 16,6?1 dunams are situated in Judaea. 
The total landholdings distributed in nine areas, according to the report issued 
by the Head Office of the Xeren Xey-emeth in Jerusalem, totals 561,429 dunams. 

We have ju.st received by cable a summary of the six mart hs activities for 
the neTI fiscal year - that is, for the year 5702. We ought all to be encouraged 
and heartened by that report. In the first place, the income of the K.X. through­
out the uorld was exceeded by some 14% for the same period of last year. We have 
also learned from this same statement that new purchases of land have been made 
and uhile we do not have all the details we have reason to believe that if we 
can maintain the same ratio of income as last year, and it should be exceeded, the 
X.X. will probably report a record year in the acquisition of new land. 

It is important to emphasize this point for two reasons. First, even in 
Zionist quarters inquiry is made as to whether land can be bought in Palestine 
because of the White Paper edict. Second, whether it is desirable to acquire 
land at a time when the ,1orld situ.a tion is so uncertain. The answers to these 
questions are contained in the facts revealed. '\Ve ntu.st believe and have confi­
dence int hose who are responsible for our Tiork - the Keren ltayemeth and the Jew­
ish Agency and that it is even non more important that it uas before the outbreak 
of the war to acquire new areas of land. It is no less important to report on 
the settlement activity. Though the 't'Tar has slackened the pace of neu settle­
ments, we are informed officially that the new settlements have continued to be 
established on J.N.F. land during the war. 

Despite all the difficulties, such settlements as Kibutz Rodges at Yavneh, 
Ramat Hashofet, in which we are particularly interested for it is being estab­
lished in honor of Judge JUlian w. Mack, have made considerable progress. This 
settlement is to be similar in nature to Ein Hashofet, named in honor of ~istice 
:Brandeis. A road is now being finished and water will be brought by pipe-a from 
the well on the borders of the Yokneani lands. Other settlements, such as Avukah 
Beth Sha11 Nira and others are continuing. A great deal has also been done by 
way of new development and consolidation of existing villages. The drainage of 
S\7amps in anti-malarial work and a rather extensive program in the development 
of water supply have continued even during the critical period of the war. 

A TTord about afforestation is also in order. Trees in Palestine are not a 
lUX\lry. They represent an urgent necessity. For the period of 5701, 155,460 

- more -
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new trees have been planted. It too~ approximately 900 dunams of land on which 
to plant these trees. When you compare the record of tree planting for the pre­
vious year, which was 166,925 trees, all of us should feel gratified and heart­
ened that this important phase of our work is not being neglected. The total 
number of trees in J.N.F. forests is now 3,102,747. It represents an area of 
32,372 dunams distributed in 32 centers. Since we are reviewing the period of 
the Hebrew calendar 5701, you will be interested in a brief statement of the 
income. 

The total income for this period was 1620,000. This is 13,000 more than in 
5700, uhich year in itself was a record year in the history of the JNFc ffilereas, 
the major part of the receipts in previous years came from European countries, 
the distribution of receipts has changed considerably. We are told in ~he cable 
which I referred to a bit earlier that 90% of the income nou comes from the United 
States and the British Empire;» For the year 5700 the United States cont ributed 
64% of the receipts, with the :Sri ti sh Empire coming next with 24%. Palestine's 
contribution itself should be of great interest to us. Many Zionists feel that 
they are overburdened with Zionist responsibility. You know what the Yis..'1uv has 
gone through and yet their contribution for the year 5701 was 7% of the income. 
These figures reveal the tremendous rise and the share of the U.S.A. i n particular 
in the amount raised for the JNF. The total net income of the JNF during these 
forty years of its existence was L5,984,?00. According to these statistical 
tables, the United States provided 38% of the income, the European countries 30~, 
the countries of the British :Empire 22%, Palestine itself 6% and the other coun­
tries 4%. The picture has changed since the outbreak of the TTar. The main res­
ponsibility in providing funds to maintain our work and to acquire new land must 
nou come from the United States • 

.Another question that is frequently asked is, what is the income from the 
lands leased by the Keren Kayemeth? We have only time for a brief state100nt. The 
total income, for example, for the HebreTI calendar year of 5692 uas only 12,500. 
This last year the figure was 116,344. The income from rental, of course, does 
not yet stand in a proper proportion to the value of its property, but there has 
been a constant increase in this ite~ each yea:r. It has been a healthy growth 
from year to year. 

One more observat i on in evaluating the report of the JNF for 5701. Whereas, 
the total dunams purchased from 1902-11 uas 16,400, representing 4% of the total 
Jewieh land possessions, the period from 1932-41 in tenns of percentage represents 
39% of the total Jewish land possessions. At the end of 5701, the total area of 
land in Jeryish possession was 1,432,000 dunams, apart from an area of 162,000 
dunams held by Jews under concession, which makes a total in round figures of 
1,594,000 dunaros. Of the total number of Jeuish villages numbering 263,157 are 
on JNF land, representing in tenns of percentages 60%. 

This brings us to the .American picture, which we shall summarize very briefly. 
As ue re~orted to the last meeting of the Administrative Council folloning the 
tragic Pearl Harbor incident, we were all fearful that there would be a tremen­
dous decline in interest and support, not only of the J1?F 'but of our other Pal­
estine fund-raising activities. 

We have now the figures of income from our ovm traditional sources for the 
period of October 1, 1941 to March 31, 1942. The income for this period was 
$357,103.69. This compares with $295,843.73 for the same period of last yea:r, 
1940-41. There has been a gradual increase beginning with December and continu­
ing through March. The record month for this period was the month of December, 

- more -
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the month of Pearl Harbor, when over $96,000 in traditional collections came to 
the National Headquarters of the JNF. The income from the UPA for the same period 
was $435,861.86. This compares with $383,960.09 for the same period of last year. 
The total income from our own traditional collections and from the UPA was 
$792,975.55 compared with $679,803.82 in the year 1940-41, a six month period. 

We have remitted to Eretz Israel for the period under review, exclusive of 
a remittance which has just been made and which is not reflected in this report 
the sum of $790,437.78 compared with $595,429.68. 

More important than these figures is the tremendous sentiment that has been 
created throughout the United States for the work of Palestine land redemption. 
Every Zionist traveller who has been around in the country uill reveal that one 
of the most popular causes ,vhich commands the respect of the large masses of our 
people is the Keren Kayemeth. It is true of Seattle, Washington as it is true of 
San ,Antonio, Texas. Behind these figures, there is represented the great bulwaik 
of strength throughout the United States. It represents thousands of small gifts, 
It represents auxiliary and supplementary income outside of the large campaigns. 
This amount has been raised from traditional sources. 

In concluding this report, we Tiish to express our deep sense of gratitude 
to the Z0A and we ex-press the hope that the goal of $250.000 ,ahich we set for 
ourselves at the Z0A Convention will be realized. Your Chainnan, Mr, Abraham 
H. Cohen, has given unstintingly of his time and of his energy in making ·the 
Zionist Districts more Jl~ conscious. M...-my Districts have responded. Equally 
many have not yet ansuered his call. We are confident that under the leadership 
of Judge Levinthal, and ·uith the co operation of Mr, Shatzer and the entire Z0A, 
the members of the ZOA ~ill make this JNF year a record one in tenns of income 
and in terms of wider support for Geulath Haaretz. 
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ONITEIJ PAI.EST/NE APPEAi. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Tenth and Ansel Roads 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (KEREN HAYESOD) 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETH) 
For the Defense and Upbuilding of the Jewish National Home in Palestine 

41 EAST 42nd STREET NEW YORK CITY 

Telephone: MUrray Hill 2-3320 Cable Address- Palfund 

July 15, 1942 

I am wondering whether you have had an opportunity to read the 
minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Z. O.A. held 
on Jw1e 9, 1942, with special reference to pages 15 to 17 dealing with 
the U.P.A. 

To one who has watched the U • .P.A. grow in stature, prestige and 
strength under your leadership, it is a source of dismay that there 
can be Zionists who would cavalierly, whether it be for personal reasons 
or out of ideological convictions, undermine and prepare to destroy one 
of the most effective institutions for Paleg;ine in t his country. 

I am concerned, of course, ~ith the continuous carping and bitter­
ness displayed at these meetings. I am equally disturbed by the reper­
cussions which these observations have, not merely on the morale of 
this organization but on the status of the U.P.A. in the eyes of its 
partners . The advocates of the position taken at the meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the Z.O.A. do not restrict their comments to 
private meetin s of the Z.O.A. They blazon them forth at every oppor­
tunity, including public gatherings wherever they go. 

I feel certain t.hat if you would speak in vigorous terms to Judp.;e 
Levinthal about this situation, it would have an effect. It is im­
possible to have a meeting of the Z,O.A. time after time with its em­
phasis on the valuelessness of U.P.A. without registering an effect 
ultimately. The only way to avoid this systematic campaign of self­
vilification is for you to speak out now. You a~e the only person who 
can do it. The justice is so clearly on the side of the U.P.A. in 
terms of its effectiveness in the directions ,..,hich constitute its re­
sponsibility, that your speaking out on the subject will, I know, cause 
a diminution if not an end to all this nasty and destructive business. 

The discussion is obviou ly not honeAt. It is allegedly based 
on the ground of economy a.nd. yet the men who say those things immedi­
ately· observe that if the U.P.A. would reduce its budget, then 11 the 

"'kle ui 1k UHJieJ Stde4. ~ ludp, ~ P~" 
-HON. FRANK KNOX, Secretary of the Navy 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver July 15, 1942 

grants asked by the Z.O.A., Mizrachi, Poale Zion, etc. could be given." 
When money is spent les fruitfully, these organizations can be counted 
upon to do so. 

I am most anxious to have your observations on this matter because 
many things would have to be done in t his office which are dependent on 
long-time planning. 

HM:JB 
Encl. 

With kindest regards, I am 

C 

Cordially yours, 

Henry Mentor 
Executive Director 



r. I en . ontor 
Unit P·lestine p 

1 t 42nd t. 
, N.Y. 

r r. ntor& 

I r 
t. on 
t 

UPA on d c 
the ZO to e ea 

utes for th UP~ ••• 

ust 2, 1942 

i letter icb 
• I uld est 

d info him 
u ore ort on the 

It is vu nice for 
fittee 

ith 11 good i , r D 

(:I t 

Enc. 

Ve • i c rel • rs, 



ZIOIUST ORG JIZATIO OF AMERICA 
TENTATIVE BUDGET 

FOR THE PEI IOD FROM 
OCTOBER 1, 1941 - SEPTE :IDER JO, 1942 

SU ~MARY 

Actual 
Expense 
6/1/40 

to 

Proposed 
Expense 
10/1/41 

to 
EX 3ENSES: 5J31L41 9LJ0/42 

President'" Office - - - Pace 2 - - - - $ 2,410.72 $ 4,000 .00 

Executive Director - - - 11 2 _ - - -

Executive Committee 

Education & Public 
Relations Department 

11 2----

II 2 - - - -

Youth & Education Dept ..... 11 2 - - - -

Subsidies ..... - - - - - _ 11 2 __ - -

Youth Commission - - - - n 2 - - - -

Palestine Bureau - - - - 11 2 - - - -

The New Pal estine - - - Page 3 - - - -

Dos Yiddishe Folk 11 3----

Library & Archives - - - 11 3 - - - -

Membership Dept . and 
Speakers 1 Burea 1 - - Page L~ - - - -

6, 888 , OL~ 

4,283 ,96 

17,343,84 

21, 650 . 00 

3 ,09[1 , 54 

44, 0b5 , 63 

, 641.00 

2, 247 , 66 

14,500. 00 

2,500.00 

21,500.00 

20,000,00 

3,000 . 00 

;i~,000,00 

5,750,00 

Internal Administration- Page 5 - - - -

General Expenses - - ..... - PaP,e 6 - - - -
Total Expenses - - - - - - - - - - .... - - - -

57,324.58 

32, 842,79 

12 , 233,34 
~215,546,17 

5:0,000.00 

27, 000 . 00 

5,250.00 
~~184, 500 . 00 

INC01'E: 
Gross ~embership Income- - - - - -

Less Refunds to Rer,ions - - - - - -
i~mbership Income - ..... - - - - - - - -
Less Reserve for Rerional AdJ'linis-

tration - -

Actual 
Income 

6/1/40 - 5/31/41 
162, 092 . 9/+ 
39 , 820 , 00 

tn22, 272 ,94 

Net Membership Income - - - - - - - - ~122, 272 , 91~ 
Hadassah - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7,500,00 

Expect d 
Income 
10/1/41 - 1/Jo/42 
175,000,00 

!~175,000.00 

46 , 000 .00 
129,000.00 

Order Sons of Zion - - - - - - - - - - 1, 000 . 00 2, 000 , 00 
United Palestine Appeal - - - - - -- - 54, 000 ,00 54,000 , 00 
Ad rertisin{; E~ Sale of w Palestine - 5,007 ,02 J , 000 . 00 
Hiscellaneous Income - - - - - - - - - 1 , 909 . 9 _ 2 ,000,00 

Total Income - .... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,, 191., E 89 .95 $190 ,000,00 
Excess of Income over E enditure - - --~-- - - - - - - - - - - - <i5, 500 
The sum of ;14,000,00, repre eniing uncoll cted pledges made by Dele·ates at 
the Cincinnati Convention, was not included in the exp ct d income . 
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ZIOi~IST O tGAIJL, TION OF A .JlF,RlCA 
TENTATIVE BUDGET 

FOR THE PERIOD FROM 
OCTOBER J. , 1941 - SEPrE -IDER 30, 1942 

PRESIDENT 1S OFFIG'E 
Salaries - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~p 
Postage & Cables - - - - - - - - - ~ - - -
Travelling - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Printing & Stationery - - - - - - - - - -
N.tiscellaneous - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total President ' s Office 

EXBCUTIVF, DIRECTOR (and Secretary) 

Actual 
Expense 
6/1/40 

to 
5/31/41 

988. 91 
490 .10 
667 , 60 
220 . 27 
43 ,84 

2410. 72 

Salaries - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5085 . 00 
Postage & Telee;rams - - - - - - - - - - - 35/} e70 
Travelling & 1,ti.scellaneous - - - - - - - - 1448 . 34 

Total Executive Director t~ 6888 . 04 

THE EXElJUTIVE cm IT.;JTTEE 
Travelline, etc. - -

Total Executive Committee 
2485 . 07 

$ 2485 . 07 

EDUCATION &. PUBLIC RELA TIOI S DEPARTlviE T 
Sal ar ies - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hebrew Culture - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Printing - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Postage - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Travelling - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Cuts , Mats & Photos - - - - - - - - - - -
Miscellaneous - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total Education & Public Relations Department $ 

3195 . 60 

350 , 00 
363 . 25 

45 . 10 
184 . 55 
145 .46 

4283 . 96 

YOUrrH & EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - - - - - - - - - )17, 343 . 84 

SUBSIDJES 
Hadoar - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5000 . 00 
Histadruth Ivrith - - - - - - - - - - - - 2500 . 00 
B itzaron - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1650 . 00 
Niasada - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3500 . 00 
Avukah - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1500 . 00 
Young Judaea - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7500 . 00 

Total Subsidies 1p21 ,650 ,00 

YOUTH CON ,:rSSION (AlJ Youth Organizat i ons ) 

PALESTINE BUREAU 

Proposed 
Expense 
10/1/1~1 

to 
9/30/42 

$ 1300 . 00 
500 . 00 

1700 ,00 
250 , 00 
250 . 00 

1 4000 ,00 

12,000 .00 
500 . 00 

2., 000 000 
~14, 500 . 00 

2 , 500 . 00 
~ ,2 , 500 . 00 

9, 000 . 00 
7, 500 . 00 
2, 500 ,oo 
1, 500 . 00 

200 , 00 
300 , 00 
500 . 00 

1~21 , 500 . 00 

t.~20 000 00 A· 
JJ ' • 

Salaries - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2699 . 92 2650 . 00 
Rent - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 173 ,34 250 . 00 
,Iis cellaneous - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 225 , 28 150 , 00 

Total Pal estine Bureau $ 3098 . 54 $ 3000 . 00 
-::-Negotiations are now in progress with a view towards securing Hadassah ' s 
participation in youth work in an equal amount . 
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ZIONIST OD.GANIZA'iION OF Alvw.,RICA 

TEPTATIVE BUDGET 
FOR 'l1HE PERIOD Fno i 

OCTOBER 1, 1941 - SEPTEJ'.IBE l 30 , 1942 

' PALESTIIJE 

Salaries .... - -

Actual 
Expense 
6/1/40 

to 
5/31/41 

9, 620 .87 

Printing & 1Iail inr1, - - - - - - - - - - - 30, 660.81 

Postage - - - - - - - - - - - -

Addressograph Pl ates & Supplies 

Cuts , Phot os , etc .... - - - -

Editorial Contrib tions - -

News Service - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Travelling - .... - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Audit Bureau of Circulation - - - - - -

1ascellaneous - - - - - - -

201.22 

271.67 

670 . 00 

196 .10 

375 .11 

214 .17 

Total The New Palestine 44,085 . 63 

DOS YIDDISHE FOLK 

Salaries ..... - - - - - - ~ .... ..... - - - - - -

Printing & Mailinr, ..... - - - - - - - - _ -

Editorial Contribution 

Rent - - - - - - - - - - - - - ____ _ 

YJiscellaneous - - - - - - - - - - __ .... 

Total Dos Yiddishe Folk 

J , 2 3 .92 

J , 933 .91~ 

1,117 . 25 

173 .36 

122 , 53 

LIDRARY & CHIVES - - - - - - - - - - - - - ? 2, 24 7 • 66 

-:~ _ Includes an allowance for F.ditorial Contributions . 

Proposed 
Expense 
10/1/1~1 

to 
9/30/42 

q 
, 1e,ooo . oo 

17, 500 .00 

200.00 

250 . 00 

250 . 00 

1, 000 .00 

350 . 00 

250 . 00 

200 . 00 

$ ?J,000 . 00 

2, 650 .00 

2, 200 ,00 

250 . 00 

650 , 00 -:t 

·P 5,750,00 
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ZIONIST ORGAHIZATION OF A ,TERICA 

TENTATIVE BUDGET 
FOR THE PERIOD FROM 

OCTOBER l, 1941 - SEPrEMBER 30 1 1942 .. 

ME:MBERSHIP DgPARTMEIIT 
ADMINISTRATION 

Salaries - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Stationery & Printing - - - - - - - -
Postage - - - - - - - - _, - - - - - -
Travelling - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Telegrams ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Miscellaneous - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total Administration 

RECORDS BUREAU 

Salaries - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Stationery & Printing - - - - - - - -

Total Records Bureau 

SHEKEL CAMPAIGN - - - - - - - - - - - - -

SERVICES TO DISTRI CTS - - - - - - - - - -

CONVENTION - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

REGIONAL SUBSIDIES - - - - - - - - - - - -

SPEAKERS t DUREAU 

Salaries - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Travelling and Fees - - - - - - - - -
Postaee - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Telegrams - - - - - - - - - - - _ - _ 
Cuts and w~ts - - - - - - - - - - - -
Miscellaneous - - - - - - - - - - - _ 

Total Speakers' Bureau - - - - - - - - - - -

Actual 
Expense 
6/1/40 

to 
5/31/41 

$ 18, 550 ,48 
3, 879 ,83 
2, 600.09 
2,073.82 

322 .05 
,1, 279 ,13 

$ 28,705,40 

$ 

91 064,0L~ 
545 ,91 

9,609 .95 

655 . 59 

889 .03 

1, 33? ,61 

4,107.25 

3, 999 ,89 
7., 333 . 65 

367 .36 
140.64 
142.07 

. 42,14 
~ 12 ,025 .73 

Total Membership Department & Speakers I Bureau ~~571 324 , 58 

Proposed 
Expense 
10/1/41 

to 
9/30/42 

~~ 20, 500 .oo 
4,000 .00 
2, 600 .00 
1,000.00 

350 . 00 
2,050 ,00 

4p 30 I 500 . 00 

6,,400,.00 
600 .00 

~~ ,,ooo,oq 

1,500,00 

5,300.00 
?,000.00 

350 , 00 
150 .00 
150,00 

50,00 
$ 13,000,00 

~P 5¥)-0oo.oo 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF A:rvrERICA 

TENTATIVE BUDGET 
FOR THE PERIOD FROM 

OCTOBER 1, 1941 - SEPTEMBER 30 , 1942 

Actual 
Ex:pense 
6/l/L1-0 

to 
5/31/41 

INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION 

COMPTROLLER 'S OFFICE 

Salaries - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 17,616 .13 
Postage - - - - - .... - - - - - - - - - - 138 .86 
Telegrams - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - 66 .34 
Auditing - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 550 . 00 
Travelling - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 265 . ?L,,. 
Mis cellaneous -- - - - - - - - - - .... - - 51.84 

Total Comptrollerts Office - - - - - - - - - - ~ 8,688 .91 

GENERAL OFFICE EXPENSE 

Salaries - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 9, 532 . 52 
Postage - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 556 ,30 
Printinc & Stationery .... - - - - - - - - 2,317 .10 
Typewriter Repair Services - - - - - - - 168. 94 
Telegrams - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 54 . 6L1-
Miscellaneous - - - - - - - - - - - - - 360 .05 

Total General Office Expense - - - - - - - - - ~12 , 989 . '2, 

HEADQUARTERS JI. IHTEirANCE 

Rent - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5, 544 . 69 
Interest on Hortgare - - - - - - - - - -
Telephone - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2, 632 .94 
Cleaning, Supplier, & Repair s - - - - - - 1, 202,36 
Gas , Electri city ~ Coal - - - - - - - - 854. 99 
Insurance - - .... - - - - - - - - - - - - 59 .38 
NJiscellaneous & Taxes - - - - - - - - - 44 .19 

Total Headquarters Faintenance - - - - - - - - ~510 , 84 7 ,67 

EQUIP 11E T - - - - - - - - - - - - - ... .... _ _ .. 825 ,78 

Total Internal Administration - - - - - - - - - · 32,842 179 

Proposed 
Expense 
10/1/41 

to 
9/30/42 

$ B, 350 , 00 
150 . 00 

50 . 00 
550 . 00 
300 , 00 
600 .00 

,10,000 . 00 

5, 500 , 00 
500. 00 

2, 300. 00 
150, 00 

50 , 00 
500 . 00 

$ 9,ooo ,oo 

1;600. 00 
1, 600. 00 
1, 200 . 00 
1, 200. 00 

900 , 00 
i .. 6, 500 . 00 

1, 500 . 00 

~27 ,000 , 00 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

TEN TAT IVE BUDGET 
FOR THE PERI OD FROM 

OCTOBER 11 1941 - SEPTE:MBER 30, 1942 

GENERAL EXPENSE 

Actual 
Ex,rense 
6/1/40 

t o 
5/31/41 

Unemployment Insurance - - - - - - - - - $ 2i680.59 

Interest on Bank Loans - - - - - - - - - ?JJ.,, .17 

Moving Expens~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1,971.46 

Bad Debts -..-------------- 19.70 

Severance Compensation - - - ~ - - - - - 6, 560 . 00 

Purchase of Books - - - 287.42 

Unforeseen Expenses - -

Total General Expenses .... - - - - - - - - - - - ~~12 2 233 • .34 

Proposed 
Expense 
10/1/41 

to 
9/30/42 

$ 1, 500 ,00 

1,000.00 

750 . 00 

2 , 000.00 



m UIITED P♦kJ~'l?INll 4PPIAL BtJDGIT 

!he eeaaion laated about 4 hours. It terainated with an examination of the 
la\est Administrative Bu.dgei of the U.P.A. of .April 1st, 1942. It was generally 
agreed that the Reeearch department of the U.P.A. required to provide the basis 
for urgent action of the annual agreement with the J.D.C. and to prepare the m:esaa17 
material for the Allotment Coamittee of the U.J.A., is certainly a proper functional 
activit7 of the U.P.A. 

As the other functions of the U.P.A., the member,· of our Committee felt that 
the amounts budgeted were generally not excessive in the light of the explanation 
given by Mr. Montor of the need for the respective activities. We urged, however, 
that the various budget&r7 provisions depend ultimatel7 upon the validity of the 
major premise; namely, that the U.P,A. must continue to engage in those activities 
which were originally deaigne~ to implement its fund-raising program notwithstanding, 
it no longer operates directly as a fund-raising agency." 

RABBI BRESLAU stated that the discussions at the meeting with the U.P.A. were 
substantially as Mr. Shetzer reported ther,. He said: "Mr. Montor prepared the minutes 
of that meeting to be sent to Mr. Shetzer. I read those minutes. They can be in­
terpreted in one or two wqe. The minutes, as sent to Mr. Shetzer, reported only 
that point of view which stipulated Montor's position and did not represent entirely 
the point of view represented by the z.o.A. members of that committee. About the 
middle of the discussion I began to prees a particular question which I wanted Mr. 
Montor to answer. I wanted to tnow what the function was in his judgment of the 
U.P.A.; whose duty it was to perform the necessary things in the u.P.A. Mr.Montor 
then explained in some detail that the general function was to maintain U.P.A. for 
a future date and therefore it had to maintain a propf!8anda department, field serYice, 
etc. -I believe if the functions outlined by Mr,. Montor are to be done properl7 
they have to have a budget of one half million dollars, not $130,000. A further 
function was that it had to be in a position to make an annual contract with the 
J.D.C. and U.J.A. and that for that purpose had to gather data and submit certain 
surveys, etc. That reason ie quite proper. But I do not believe that the other 
matter• are within the province of the U.P.A. I maintained that it is our people 
who should carry on the educational work and that the budget of the U.P.A. should be 
onl7 of such character as to cover the cost of the committee that has to enter into 
negotiations with U.J.A. - in other words, the research department. Only for that 
function should it require and receive funds. Our policy should be to instruct our 
members on the Administrative ColllDittee of the U.P.A. to vote accordingly. 

A MOTION WAS MAD:I .ABD SJIOONDID to instruct the Z.O • .l. members on the Ad­
ministrative Committee ot the U.P.A. to vote along the lines discussed by Rabbi 
:Sreslau. 

It was decided to take this matter up again at a larger meeting of the 
Executive Committee, for there were not sufficient members present. 

MR. XONOWITZ WAli'?ID to know what part of the budget was allocated for research 
work. 

MR. SHETZIR read the various item• listed in the latest U.P.A. budget, llhich 
is attached hereto a1 ~ndix "D". The U.P.A. ia now operating on an annual 
budget of $130,546.40. 

MR. SZOLD wanted to know whether it was true that the U.P.A. does no tund­
raiaing in any place in the United States. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Shetzer that 86' ot the money raised oa.teide of Bew 
York City comes from Welfare J'unda. The U.P.A. a• such does not raise these funds. 



MR. :&:mmUlm felt that one argument the z.o.A. will meet in the U.P.A. and 
which he felt haa some force, is that to a great extent this heavy expenditure 
is forced upon it as· a matter of competition by the kind of thing which the J.D.C. 
does. The J.D.C. apparently has even less concern about the 8Jllount of money that 
they spend. 11 1 have no doubt t hat there is much less critfcal analysis in that 
camp then there is in ours. ao that the J.D.C. goes in for heaTy expense for the 
purpose of maintaining its position. The U.P.A. has proposed to the J.D.C. to 
have an all around reduction of propaganda, but the J.D.C. declined9 It does 
not •eet every argument to S&1' the Z.O.A. can do that work for the U.P.A. It is 
aleo true, of course, that that money is covered by the u.J.A. The net result is 
that three fund.-raising organizations have double e~ense because of competition. 

U.IHEZIR supplemented hie remarks by aqing 11 1 have a feeling that in the 
last year or two the Z.O.A. stands higher with the Federations and Welfare Funds 
than it has in previous years. I have the conviction that if we Zionists were 
prepared to cut down the U.P.A. budget to a size commensurate with the size of 
its ·real functions at this time, then Federations and Welfare Funds would exercise 
a similar pressure on the J.D.C. and B.B..s.•. 

JUDGE LEVINTHAL thought that the neutral aembere of the Allocations Committee 
would be tremendously impressed if the7 saw a substantial reduction in expenses. 
Also if the U.P.A. could reduce their budgett the grants asked by the Z.O.A., 
Mizrachi~ Poale Zion, etc. could be given. 

RABBI ~RESLAU felt that in the absence of definite action tonight there ought 
to be a further meeting. He thought at the next meeting of the ExecutiTe a further 
report should be rendered and the Executive ehould take definite action. 

JUDGE LEVINTH.AL asked w}V' any action is necessary at this time. The U..P.A., 
he pointed out, is created annually by the K.H. end X. K., and why not, he suggested, 
take care of these matters when the U.P.A. is recreated next ~all. 




