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America■ .Jewish Conlerence 
521 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-7197 

PALEST I NE COMM I S SI ON 1. L. KEN EN 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
Chairman 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
C levela.nd, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

January 3, 1944 Public Relations Director 

J. S. PEARLSTIEN 
Administrative Secretary 

At a meeting of the Interim Corrmittee ot the American Jewish Conference 
held in New York on November 23, 1943 the following resolution was 
adopted, sunmoning the Jewish comnunities of America to effective action 
to bring about the abrogation of the British White Paper on Palestine. 
The White Paper is in clear violation of the intent and purposes of the 
Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate which calls for the estab
lishment of the Jewish National Home in Palestine. 

"The Interim Conmittee ot the American Jewish Conference 
directs its Palestine Conmission to undert ake in:mediately a 
program for the mobilization ot Ameri can public opinion 
against the British White Paper of 1939 on Palestine. 

The Palestine Commission is authorized to set up such ma
chinery and to take such steps as will reflect the unanimous 
decision of the American Jewish Conference as eXJ)ressed in 
its Palestine Resolution, to use its utmost resources to 
bring about the withdrawal of the White Paper. 

All delegates to the American Jewish Conference are urged 
in the local communities to bring about the most effective 
cooperation in order to achieve this result." 

An Emergency Con:mittee on Palestine has been formed in your coDJIIUnity 
which will be charged with the responsibility of defending the rights of 
the Jews in Palestine and the interests of the Jewish National Home. If 
you, as a delegate to the American Jewish Conference, have not already 
been co-opted in the membership of this Comnittee, may we suggest that 
you make known your willingness to serve so that the benefit of your 
counsel may be placed at the disposal of the local Emergency Coamittee. 

The present program contemplates that all organizations in local com
munities, Jewish and Christian, will be requested to adopt resolutions 
condemning the White Paper before January 15, if possible - these reso
lutions to be sent to Secretary of State Cordell Hull and copies to your 
local congressmen. 



.... 

• 

-2-

The period from JanuBry 15 to February 15 should be utilized for letters 
addressed to local congressmen, urging their cooperation in expressing 
the traditional American attitude favoring the establishment of a Jewish 
National Home. Further word will be sent to you with respect to these 
individualized letters if it is decided to submit a resolution to Con
gress on the subject. 

From time to time the Palestine Commission of the American Jewish Con
ference will communicate with you and inform you of any future action 
which the Commission deems advisable to undertake. 

CiJkdia;/:;;:;s,1~ 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Chail'tilan 
Palestine Commission 



A111ericaa .Jewish Conlerence 
521 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-7197 

INTERIM COMMITTEE I. L KENEN 
Public Relations Director Co-Chairmen 

DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, New York 

HENRY MONSKY, Omaha 

J. S. PEARLSTIEN 
Administrative Secretary 

DR. STEPHEN S. WISE. New York January ll, 1-:,44 

~10 

.ttabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear l{e.bbi :silver: 

You have already been advised or the action of the 
Interim Committee or December 1,, lj43, adopting a budget of :~l4i:>,.500.uo, 
for tne current year 1~44. At that time the Interim Committee authorized 
the Budget and Finance Committee to organize ~he procedures whereby the 
budget 01 the Conference may be secured in accordance with the resolution 
or the Plenary Session of the Conference, adopted on Sep1.ember L, l'J43. 
This resolution reads as follows: 

"BE IT RESOLVED by the tiudget and Finance Committee 
of the American Jewish Conference that the funds 
which will be required f or any program of activity, 
administrative or other expense by the American 
Jewish Conference or any agency set up to implement 
the decisions of the Conference, shall be contributed 
to by the communities, local or regional, of the 
country proportionate to their Jewish population, through 
the madiur.a of existing instrumentality or community 
organization or other method to be determined by the 
communities 1n order that -r.he support or the Conference 
shall come from the en~ire American Jewish community 
in consonance with the representative democratic character 
01 the Conference." 

In consonance with this resolution, we are addressing 
ourselves to the delegates and election committees of the various com• 
mun1t1es and regions. we strongly urge that you call together your local 
group for the purpose of discussing ways and means ot providing your share 
or the Conference budget. 

we have given considerable thought to the question of 
making a rair and adequate allocation 01 the responsibility to the various 
communities and regions. In doing this, we have taken into consideration 
a number of factors, including population, electoral strength, the organiza
tional strength 01 the community, as well as the financial ability as it is 
measured by the tunds raiaed for general eommuni~y purposes. After consid
eration 01 all these !actors, we are asking you to assume responsibility for 
~b,000.00, as your share toward the Conference budget. 
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Maboi Abba Hillel ~ilver January 12, 1'144 

te are enclosing herewith a summary o! the budget witp 
a brie1 explanatory note. \ e will be pleased to amplify furt er on any 
detail that may be of interest to you. 

'J:hera l8 one t h1.ng that rie must urge upon you very strongly: 
Until the end of 1'143, the Conference was financed by the delegates• fees 
and contrioutions from organizations. 'Ve spent nearly 60,000.00 through 
December 31, 1~43, primarily to cover the expenditures of the Pittsburgh 
Coni'erence, -ihe election machinery and procedures, preceding the Coni-erence, 
as well as "the sessions of the Conference itself. Now the Conference is 
embarking on an intensive program of implemen~ation of the resolutions of 
the Congress. While the budget 1s no~ fixed, it is quite apparent that 
our needs will be no leas than what the ~udget Committee had concluded after 
very careful study and scrutiny of the plans of the various commissions and 
departments set up to implement the Conference program. This is, at the 
moment, a minimum budget. 

~ihat is even more important is the fact that we have no 
rinances ava:1.lable at the present moment, since we must start from scratch. 
rt is, therefore, very urgent that we not only receive your approval of the 
al!ocation, out also a cash remittance of either the full amount or a sub
stantial portion thereof. ri is essential that the Conference program shall 
no~ be handicapped oy reason of lack of funds. l e again urge upon you to 
give this matter your immediate attention and let us hear from you at your 
earliest convenience. 

r. Pearlstien, the Administrative Secretary of the Conterence, 
is charged with special responsibility for the finances or the Conference. He 
will be ava1lao1e to you for consul ation, 11 need be, and such help as you 
may require in carrying forward this particular phase of implementation of 
the Conference program. 

~incerely yours, 

Co-Chairmen, Budget and Finance Committee 

AZ 
enc. 
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.AMERICA JE ·."ISH C CNFERENCE 

DIGEST OF MilnJTES OF MEETING 
of tho 

INTERIM COMMITTEE 

Tuosdo.y, January 26, 1944 

Hotel Biltmore, New York, N.Y. 

1, The following were present: 

Maurioo Bisgyor 
David Blumberg 
J. David Delman 
Rabbi r•111iam Dre.zin 

Prof. Hyman J. Ettlinger 

Jane Evans 
J. George Fredman 
Daniel Frisch 
Frank Goldman 
Dr. Isrnel Goldstein 
Mrs. Samuel Goldstein 

Ho.yim Greonborg 
Mrs. So.muol Halprin 
Mrs. Hugo Ho.rtmo.nn 
Cho.rlos P. Kramer 
Louis Lipsky 
Ro.bbi Irving Millor 
Louis J. Moss 

Mo.x Kopstoin 
Loon Gollman 
Mrs. Horman Shulmnn 
Ro.lph 1·O0hslor 
Mrs. Albert J. May 
Simon Shotzor 
Borne.rd Posto.l 
Ro.bbi Abba Abrams 
vrm. Gorbor 
Horman Quittman 
Mrs. Isro.ol Goldstoin 

Ida Cook Fo.rbo r 
Judg, Bernard A, Rosonblo.tt 

MEMBERS 

ALTERNATES 

for 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
II 

It 

II 

STPFF 

Honry Monsky 
Dr, Sa.muol Nirenstein 

Hon. Morris Rothonborg 

Mrs. David deSoln Pool 

Isidor Saek 
Louis So gal 
Carl Sherman 
Horman Shulman 
Rabbi Abba Hillol Silvor 

Mrs. Archibald Silvennan 

Ho rmnnn Sto rn 
Moyor v-ro is gal 
David orthoim 
Mrs. Stophon S. Wiso 

Dr. Stophon S. V~so 
Baruch Zuekormnn 

Sigmund 1r.r . Do.vid 
Godo.lia.h Bubliok 
Mrs. Moses P. Epstoirt 
Prof. Hayim Finomo.n 
Mrs. Mo.urioo L Goldmo.n 

Dr. Solomon Goldman 
Sidney G. Kusworm 
Dr. Louis M. Levitsky 

Julius Livingston 
Harry Pino 
Miss Dvoruh Rothbard 
Mrs. Mnurioo Turner 
Bonjumin Wintor 

Mr. I. L. Konon, Publio Relations Dirootor 

Ir. J. S. Poarlstion, Administrntivo Soorotnry 

Dr. A. S. Kohnnski, Rosoarch Director 
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- z; ... MalfflING SES&ON: Prosiding - Mr. Henry Monsky o.nd Dr. Isrnol Goldstoin. 

3. MINUTES of tho Dooombor 15th mooting woro approved as prosontod. 

4. COMMUNICATIONS woro road from: 

{a) Jowish Labor Committee (atto.ohod horoto o.s Exhibit "A") 

Dr. ~~so and Mr. Shulmo.n, commenting on tho lottor, oallod attention 
to somo unintentional misstatements: (1) it wns not agrood to chungo 
tho nomo to ''Rosouo Commission", tho original ti tlo, but it was o.grood 
to rooommond to tho Interim Committco thnt thoro should bo such oho.ngo; 
(2) with rospoot to functioning of tho Commission on Roscuo, it was 
indicntod tho.t ''us a. result of sovornl discussions in tho Interim 

Xcommittoo, thoro wns no prosont intention to ombnrk upon any campaign 
for tho raising of substantial sums of monoy to do uotual roscuo work; 
that tho Commission on Resouo, in broad terms, would do ovorything 
within its powor to create bettor political conditions, to try to 
secure grouter opportunities for tho currying on of roscuo work 
along tho following lines: (a) that "?.O would soouro tho funds from 
tho government to supplomont private funds; (b) tho.two would bring 
to tho nttontion of those bodios who had funds, opportunitios to 
carry on tho work, o.nd (o) that wo would cnrry on u campaign to soouro 
tho ovuouution nnd fooding of Jows entrapped in oocupiod EuropoJ and 
(3) wo oortninly did not, nt tho.t timo, indicuto tho.t any dogroo of 
autonomy would bo given to tho Resouo Commission; thut nnttor, howovor, 
can oomo up for consideration today, but on tho basis of tho discussion 
ho.d with tho roprosonto.tivos of tho Jewish Lo.bor Committoo, thoro is no 
basis in my judgment for tho.t sto.tomont." 

No action tnkon. 

(b) Union of funorico.n Hobrow Congr~~tions, submitting a copy of resolution 
adopted by tho Exocutivo Committee o.t its nooting in Chiongo on Do
combor 18, 1943, which "dofinos nnd governs tho relationship of tho 
Union of Amoricun Bobrow Congrogutions to tho P.morioo.n Jewish Confor
onco''. Tho resolution roads as follows: 

"Tho Union doolnros that its function is to intorprot, mo.into.in 
and promote Reform Judo.ism o.nd ronffirms its loyalty to its 
spiritual purposes. 

"Tho Union, continuing o.s o. mombor of tho American Jowi sh Conforonoo, 
docluros its sense of followship with all Isrnel o.nd will associato 

itsolf with all vtorthy and practical efforts dosignod to omoliorato 
tho tragic plight of world Jewry und to assist in reconstructing 
those communitios that huvo sufforod from tho ravugos of No.ii 
tyrnnny. 

"Beoauso in tho oongrogntions of tho Union thoro o.ro divorgont 
opinions on tho question of Zionism, tho Union rooognizos tho right 
of oo.ch individual to dotormino his o·wn attitude on this c ontro• 
vorsinl quostion and, thoroforo, tho Union refrains from to.king 
any notion on tho Palostino Resolution adoptod by tho /illlorioan 
Jowi sh Conforanoo, 

AS c.t)ij~ffiJct ::US\r.t\lV\ (1MM mff {Y\awJ (r
\\2S b~4l\ 
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'11?0 cnll upon our oongro@!;O. tions nnd tho ir mombors to ro.lly loyally 
to tho support of tho Union so toot its groat nnd noblo work mo.y 
continue to onrioh tho spiritual lifo of /i.morioan Isrnol." 

(o) Adolph Rosonborg, Prosidont, Union of Amorico.n Bobrow Con~rogntio?l,!: 

"vrith roforonco to nccoptnnoo of momborship on tho Interim Committoo 
nnd o. oo•cho.irmo.nehip thoroof, I to.ko tho privilogo of rosorvi~ 
notion until o. lo.tor dnto." 

No notion to.kon. 

6. PALESTINE C<l4MISSION: Dr. Silver, Chairman, reporting: 

"Tho Pnlostino Commission hold o. mooting on tho 3rd of this month, a 
fo.irly \'-JOll o.ttondod mooting, o.t which tho soopo of o.cti vi tio s of tho 
Commission wo.s oo.nvnssod o.nd nt which corto.in decisions vV"oro o.rrivod nt. 

"It wo.s ngrood to issue, undur tho imprimatur of tho Po.lostino Commission, 
oortuin brochuros o.nd pomphlots which would roonforco tm Pulostino Roso
lution nnd which vrould bo helpful in tho orunpo.ign throughout tho country 
to o.chiovo tho objoctivos of tho Pulostino Resolution; o. broohuro, for 
oxo.mplo, on tho ub sorptivo cupo.ci ty of Po.lo stino; ono on tho illo go.lity 
of tho rhito Pnpor, ate. Thoso publico.tions nro in propnro.tion and should 
bo issuod right soon. 

'' A canmunicntion was sont to nll of our dologo.tos and all of tho oommunitio s 
of this country, o.sking thorn to o:xpross thomsol vos to tho propor o.uthoritio s 
on -tho subject of tho ~:.'hito Po.per, and from tho numerous roplios which VJO 

hnvo rocoivod wo uro lod to boliovo that thoro hns boon o. vory notivo 
rosponso to this upponl. 

''Resolutions hnvo boon ndoptod by communities, by community councils, by 
orgo.nizo.tions, sociotios, o.nd forwnrdod to tho proper authoritios in 
Washington, and n very lnrgo numbor of individual lottors, oommunico.tions 
of o.11 kinds hnvo boon §ont and o.ro boing sont to Washington, protosting 
o.go.inst tho ~-hito Po.por, un:i tho work is going on. 

'' It is most gratifying to noto tho comploto unanimity on this subjo ct 
throughout tho country. All orgnni zo. tions, mombo rs of tho Amo ricnn Jowish 
Conferonco, thoso who nro not mom:)ors of tho Junoricnn Jowish Conforonco, 
huve taken th0 occasion to muko their opposition to tho Y,hi to Po.per known 
in proper plncos, and the fact that wo ndoptod u full~bodiod Pnlostino 
Rosolution o.t tho Amoricnn Jowish Conforonco did not in nny wo.y intorforo 
with tho oxprossion of this unanimous sontimont against tho 1Fhito Papor 
on tho part of !'Jno ri co.n Jo wry. 

"Of courso, vro nro intorostod not in fighting tho 'Mlito Po.per und sooing 
that it is o.brogntod, but in sooing thnt tho full f1D1oricnn Jowish Confor
onoo resolution on Pnlostino is understood in tho propor sourcos, and as 
faro.a \VO onn holp it, implomontod, and it is along thoso linos thnt wo 
aro working. 



-·- -- - - - - - - -
.. 

''The Zionist Emergency Council, of course, is doing the day.by-day work 
in connection with all this, and many important activities have taken 
place. Some of them are being planned -- I don't know that this is the 
oooasion to report on all of it, but I can state that nothing that should 
be done in this matter is being left undone. Now, whether our efforts 
will yield the suooess that w-e hope for or not, that of course no one 
oan prophecy. 

"There will be held in the City of ~ashington next month, for example, 
e. very important oonferonce of non-Jews, friends of Jowish Pa.lestino, 
to WJ.ioh will come some of the foronost Christian loaders, in a.11 fiolds, 
not necessarily in tho fiold of ministry, who will register in a forceful 
way tho sontiment of Christian America in bohalf of our cause, and a vory 
improssivo program has boon arranged, and I think that tho mooting will 
attract tho attontion of tho Amorican pooplo as n wholo. 

''An ooonomio confcronco is boing planned on tho part of important .American 
oconanists, to bring forcibly to tho o.ttont ion of our pooplo, tho Amorioan 
peoplo, tho economic possibilitios of tho Country, bocuuso one of tho im
portant obstaolos which wo aro oncountoring as wo contact pooplo in poli
tical circlos and o1sowhero is tho wido-sproad roport tho.t Palostim, 
aftor all, is vory small o.nd cannot to.ko in o.ny moro pooplo, and why bothor 
about nll this business of revoking t.bo _ 111/hito Po.per; thoro is no more room 
for immigration in Palcstino anyhow. This falso report has boon sproo.d 
by vo ry impor to.nt pooplo in !.-To.shington, and it has to bo countor-uctod, and 
I think this economic conforonco will boo. contributing factor in dissi
pating tho.t kind of unfriondly propaganda.." 

6. Dr. Goldstoin prosiding. 

7. BUDGET AND FINANCE CCMMITTEE: Mr. Schnoidor, Co-Chairman, reporting: 

Plo.ns have boon formulntod for raising tho budgot of tho Conforonco. Tho 
reports thus fa.r rocoivod from ~ommunitios indico.to a fa.vorablo rosponso 
nnd o.ocoptanoo of tho community quota.~. 

In tho monntimo, funds arc noodod for currant oporo.tions and, thoroforo, 
tho Committoo rocommonds tho.t tho Intorim Committoo o.uthorizo o. loan up 
to $25,000, 

On motion of Mr. Monsky, sooondod by Mr. Frisoh nnd curried, tho co~cho.irmon 
woro authorized to nrro.nge for tho borrowing of a sum not oxcooding $25,000. 

(Fino.nciul statement for period ending Docombor 31, 1943 is atto.ohod horoto 
as Exhi1it "B".) 

8. POSFfiR COMMISSION: Mr. Ho.yim Groonborg, Co-Chairman, roporting : 

~Tho Post-~o.r Commission is still in tho proooss of formation. So fur, wo 
havo only tho basic mombors of tho Commission -- tint moons, roprosonto.tivos 
of tho constituent orgo.nizo.tions. Thero is a. sub-committoo now working on 
coopting lay membors, and wo havo triad to coopt a. number of exports who 
Will most likely not bo oonsidorod mombors of tho Commission, but will aot 
in tho capacity of consultants. 
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~so to.r wo ho.vo hnd only ono mooting, o.nd our only o.chiovomont nt -tflo.t 
mooting wns tho drafting of n gonoro.l program for tho notirlt!os of 
this Commission (submittod horowith o.s Exhibit "C"). 

''Wo do not consider it nocossnry to osto.blish our own rosoo.rch oommittoo; 
thoro is no nood to duplico.to or multiply committoos. Somo of thorn hnvo 
boon ,vorking for tho lo.st two or t!1roo yours. ~ro contomplo.to using who.t
ovor mo.torio.ls a.ro obto.ino.blo from tho existing o.nd vvorking rosoo.roh oom
mittooa .. first of o.11, tho Insti~uto of Jewish Affairs of tho Amorico.n 
o.nd '"'orld Jowish Congress, whi~h has no01:mulo.tod n lot of material in 
tho last fow yoo.r s. Something can bo dor.o by tho Ro sonrch Committoo of 
tho Amerio o.n Jowi sh Labor Cammi ttoo o.nd, I mo.y o.d<l, if tho ~me ri co.n Jowi ah 
Committoo ho.s s anothing vo.luo.blo und is ,·lil~jng tc placo its mo.torinl o.t 
our disposal, l\O won't bo rolucto.nt to uso it. So wo contomplu to having 
only ono rosonrch mun employed by our Committoo in tho co.po.city of a. 
coordinator, end whon this mo.torio.l will bo o.sspmb~od, siftod o.nd dis
ousso• nt future mootings of our Committoo; 'WO will think of proper 
oxports who will bo ontru.Btod.Jdth· preparing briefs of tho mutorial 
wo nro working with,." 

Aftor discussion, on motion duly mndo, socondod am carried, tho 
Commission was authorized to oir~ulato its roport runong all tho dologo.tos, 
o.ftor somo rovisions ho.vo boon mado. 

9. MR. ROBERT SZOLD'S ADDRESS: 

In tho forenoon session, Mr. Szold o.ddreesod tho Interim Committoc, pro
sonting his observations on conditions and rocont dovolopmonts in 
Po.lostino. 

10. AFTERNOON SESSION: Dr. Stophon S, Wiso, presiding. 

11. /.DMINISTRPTIVE CCMMITTEE REPORT: Mr. Louis Lipsky, Chairman, reporting: 

(o.) Asked lonvo to withdraw its roport on tho "Functions of tho /morioan 
Jewish Conforonoo'', snmo to bo roforrod bnok to tho Pdministrotivo 
Committoo for further consideration. - Approvod. 

(b) Nogotintions o.ro boing carried on with tho Now Zionist Organization 
and tho Hngudo.s Hnruhonim rolntivo to their affiliation with tho 
Conforonco. On motion of Mr. Monsky, socondod by Rabbi Millor and 
curried, this mnttor wus roforrod bnok to tho Administro.tivo Committee 
for further oonsidorntion nnd to bo roportod to tho Interim Committee 
~to. futuro ~eating. 

( o) J..ttontion wns oo.llod to tho fnot tho.t n '.-ro.r Emorgonoy Conforonoo on 
Post-~li'o.r Probloms is being convonod in Mo.y by tho ~·,·orld Jowieh 
Congross. Tho Chnirmnn suggostod that tho Intorim Committoo tnko 
somo position with rogo.rd to tho Conforonco. 

On motion of Mr. Shulman, socondod ry Mr. Monsky nnd curried, tho 
quostion of mu t o ffoct tho holding of tho ,·hr Emorgonoy Confo ronco 
will ho.vo on tho lmo rico.n Jowi sh Conforonoo wis roforrod to tho 
Administrutivo Committoo for oonsidorntion by them nnd roport bnck 
to tho Intorim Committoo. 
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12. RESCUE COMMISSION: Reported by Rabbi Miller and Mr. Shulman: 

Preceding the presentation of the report, the Chairman announced that at 
a luncheon meeting of the Administrative Committee and other off'icers of 
the Conference, it was decided to invite representatives of the press, 
not for purposes of publicizing the report, but for their confidential 
information and guide.nee. 

(a) An Executive Committee of seven was created to facilitate the 
business of the Commission which was beginning to deal with 
praotioal problems and negotiations of n highly confidential 
character. The members of the Executive C·:..mmittee a.re: Messrs. 
Fabrioant, Adolph Held, B. Zuckerman, Herman Shulman, Jud go 
Steinbrink, Rabbi Lovitsky nnd Mrs. Pool, together with the 
co-chairmen and the executive vice-chairman. This Exocutivo 
Committoo meets weekly, or moro ofton if med bo, and the full 
Commission meets onoo n month; 

(~) Detailed progress on the organization of a Christian Committoo 
on Rescuo; 

(c) Nogotintions with and ropresontations to officials in Washington 
regarding probloms rolnting to Trnnsystrin, projects roluting to 
feeding and rescuing Jows in Nnzi-ocoupiod Europa; 

(d) Dotnils on tho formation of tho V!ar Rofugoo Board. 

On motion duly ma.do, sooondod and carriod, tho co-chairmen wore 
nuthorizod to sond tho following tologram to tho Prosidont: 

"THE INTERIM C CllIMITTEE OF THE .AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE REPRE
SENTING THE ORGANIZED RESPONSIBILITY OF TEE AMERICAN JE,~.1SH 
COMMUNITY AND MEETING IN NE'T11' YORK TODAY DIRECTED US TO EXTEND 
TO YOU, ON BEHALF OF MILLIONS OF AMERICAN J~rs REPRESENTED IN 
THE CONFERENCE, OUR DEEP AND PROFOUND GRATITUDE FOR yOUR 
EXECUTIVE ORDER ESTABLISHING A WAR REFUGEE BOARD FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF RESCUING THE PERSECUTED VICTIMS OF NAZI TYRANNY. 
IT IS AN A~T OF GREJ1T HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE. THE SUCCESSFUL 
IMPLEMENTATION OF A PROGRAM FOR RESCUE BY THIS BOARD VlILL 
SIGNALIZE TO THE OPPRESSED OF ALL PEOPLES ON THE EUROPEAN 
C CNTINENT THE HIGH HUMANITLRIAN RJRPOSE XND !DELLS FOR ".filCH 
THIS WAR IS BEING WAGED, I.ND TO 'IT'HICH YOUR MCEAL AND P-OLITICAL 
LEADERSHIP IS DEDICATED. THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE BEGS 
TO PLACE AT YOUR D ISPOS! L, AND THAT OF THE /TLR REFUGEE BOARD, 
THE ~~OLEHEARTED COOPERATION OF ITS CQdMI SSION ON RESCUE '-1HICH 
WILL MAKE EVERY POSSIBLE CONTRIBUTION TO FACILITATE THE V:CEK 
OF !HE NE1

·.r AGENCY TO THE END THAT THE OBJECTIVES OF YaTR 
EXECUTIVE ORDER MAY BE FULFILLED. " 

(o) Rooommondution of tho Exooutivo Committoo of tho Rosouo Commission 
that tho Intorim Committoo doviso a formula whoroby it would bo 
possiblo to onlargo tho Rosouo Commission to inoludo ovory organ
ization and agonoy operating in the fiold of rosouo -- to nn ko it 
possible for ull Jowish organizations t~ ooop»rato with tho Rosouo 
Commission so thnt, vis-a-vis, tho War Rofugoo Bonrd and othor 
officials in Washington, orgnnizod Jowry shall bo roprosontod by 
ono agonoy. 
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On motion duly mado,seno~dcdand curriod, tho following resolution 

wo.s odoptod: 

"rro nuthorizo cho Roocuo CoM1I1irsion to oxtond o.n invito.tion 

to o.11 Jowish ~r,:;c.n1.zutions n0t now fu~.ly pn:-ticipo.ting in 

tho Amorico.n iJowish Conforon~o, but :J.ntoroetod in and ongngod 

in rooognizod und npprovod o.n·ci.vitios wjthin t~o sccpo of tho 

Rosouo Commisiion:s o.utho.:-it··r, to O.('Coi:>t momborship o'l'l, or to 
-.J .I 

-

cooporo.to wit!1 t\10 Rosnuo l.!cmrn.i.-:;r-ior ~fi'l tho:n th 1ir ch -1ico) 

With tho undoi·stn.nd ::ng th:it ::-ho P.oucu,J C; ;r 1.rniq: i "Jn :·ho. 11 

continua its if'J1·0.tic,ns in -'.:1J. , 'l :t.l.l of' t'--1 ... , . . or .011.r. J.;vrish 

Conforonoo, b·1.1t w:th :lo:.o gt.r. l, n -~c ~ t 1,f :i..u d 'lut~~ri.ty :i.n 

its fiold of nct5xitios o.n ~bfi :1cd ir. th0 r •J&c 7.uttons o.doptod 

o.t tho Conforonoo, !3Uch uuth 1ri·'.;y to bo axo:.'"cisod v::i.th full 

froodom of uotion." 

J. S. PEARLSTIEN, 
Sooroto.ry 

,r 



EXHIBIT "A" - Minutes of Interim Canmittee Meeting 
January 25, 1944 at Hotel Biltmore, New York City. 

C OP Y ___ ..., 

American Jewish Conference 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 

Gentlemen ; 

JEWISH LABOR C CMMITTEE 
176 East Broadway 
New York 2, N. Y. 

January 12, 1944 

C O P Y ... -- ~ 

At a meeting of the Administrative Committee of the Jewish Labor 
Committee, the following report waa submitted by the special canmitteo of 
tho Jewish Labor Committee (Adolph Held, N. Chanin, r. Minkoff, Charles B. 
Sherman and Jacob Pat) about its discussion with ropresentntives of tho 
Interim Committee (Dr. stephon S. T.ise, H. Shulman, Rabbi Israel Goldstein 
and Messrs. ~~rthoim, Poarlstian and Konon) regarding the composition and 
functions of the following three comrnittoos of tho American Jewish 
Conforence: 

1) Committoe on Palestino 
2) Committeo on Reacuo 
3) Cc,rwrd.tteo of Postwnr Problems of Europoan Jewry 

Rogarding tho Committoo on Pnlostino, tho mombers of our epocial 
Oommittoo reportod that thoy suggostod, to tho roprosontativos of tho 
Interim Ccnnmittoo, that its f'unotions bo subdividod as follows: 
a) subeommittoe to fight for tho abrogation of tho Whito Papor and for froo 

immigration to Pnlostino, and: 
b) subcommittoo on a Jowish Cunmonwoalth in Pnlostino. 

Tho roprosontativos of tho Interim Committoo indicated that it would 
not bo possible to divido tho functions of tho Pnlostino Committoo, as sug
gostod by us sinco, in thoir opinion, tho strugglo fQr tho abrogation of tho 
~ito Papor and for froo immigration is olosoly linked to tho question of a 
Jowish Commonwonlth. 

With regards to tho Committoo on JoWish roecuo, a gonoral ngroomont 
wns rooohod to ohnnge tho nnmo of this committoo from ~committoo on Rosouo, 
&liof nnd Rohabili tntion" to ''Commi ttoo on Jewish Roscuo", It was o.lso 
agrood that tho aim or this committoo will bo sooinl and politionl activity 
for Jowish roseuo, und not actual roliof work. In gonornl, on questions 
which involvo politicnl principlos, this committoo will guido itsolf by tho 
docisions of tho Intorim Committoo. In its daily and prooticnl work, haw• 
ovor, Which is to bo carriod out within tho frumowork of tho gonornl docisi~na 
of tho Amorioe.n Jowish Conforonco, it is to bo indopondont, • 
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Tho committoo is to mnko public stntomonts and prosont tho question 
ooncorning tho roscuo of Jows to tho nppropriato govornmontol nnd public in• 
stitutions, oto. As to tho composition of this committoo -- and this also 
opplios to othor committoos -- tho roprosontntivos or th:> Interim Committoo 
doclarod that onch organization which porticipatos ns nn orgnnizod body vii.thin 
tho }Jnoricun Jowish Conforonco is ontitlod to ono roprosontntivo, nnd nlso hns 
tho right to suggost cnndidotos for cooption to tho various committooa. This 
cooption of mombors is dopondont upon tho decisions of th:> vnrious committoos. 

Tho ro was no discussion o.bout tho Commi ttoo on Postwar Probloms of 
tho Jows in Europo sineo it was understood thnt nll which opplios to tho 
various othor commlitoos also holds for this ono. 

Follewing e gonorol oxohango of views botwoon tho members of tho 
spooial cornmittoo of tho Jowish Labor Committoo and tho roprosontntivos of 
tho Interim Committoo, it wns mndo clonr that tho Jewish Labor Committoo is 
rondy to oct~voly participate in tho committoos on Roscuo o.nd on Postwar 
Problems of Jaws in Europo, but not in tho Committoo on Palcstino, as long ns 
tho latter nlso dovotos itsolf to work for n Jowish Commonwoalth. Novortholoss, 
while not ontoring tho Committoo on Pulostino, tho Jowish Lnbor Committoo will 
nid tho Amoricnn Jewish Conforonco in its strugglo for tho withdrawal of tho 
V'hito Pnpor. nnd for froo Jewish immigration to Palostino. 

Tho roprosontntivos of tho Interim Committoo oxprossod their rogrot 
nt tho fact that tho Jewish Labor Comm.ittoo vli.11 not pnrtioipato in tho Intorim 
Committoo, and also thoir hopo that practionl work and oxporionco will prompt 
tho Jowish Labor Committoo to chango its dooision. 

Tho roprosontativos of tho Jowish Labor Committoo, on their pnrt, 
omphasizod tho rondinoss of tho JLC to pnrtieipnto constructively in all 
mnttora portnining to Jowish roscuo and postv1ar Jewish probloms, and to nid 
with nll tho moons at its disposal in tho roconstruotion of Jovdsh lifo in 
Europo. In those committoos of tho American Jewish Conforonco in which tho 
Jowish Labor Committoo assumes momborship, it will activoly po.rticipnto in tho 
rospoetivo oxooutivo committoos nnd socrotnriats. 

Following tho roport of tho spoeial committoo, th:) AdministrntiTo 
Committoo of tho JLC docidod that our organization will participate as n mombor 
of tho Committoo on Roseuo and Post\1nr Problems of tho Jows of Europo. Adolph 
Hold was dosignatod to servo as tho Jewish Labor Committoo roprosonto.tivo in 
tho Committoo on Postwar Problems. It wns also docidod to suggest tho following 
parsons for cooption: Jacob Pat, I. H. Goldberg, Josoph Broslaw, Bonjnm.in 
Tabnchinsky for tho Committoo on Rosouo, and: Isrnol Foinborg, Bonjnmin Gobinor, 
Cho.rlos D • Shormnn, Dr. M. lr.:"oinroich for tho Committoo Qn Postwo.r Probloms. 

Sincoroly yours, 
JEWISH LABOR COWrlITTEE 

(Signod) Jo.cob Pat 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

I 
I 
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EXHIBIT "B" .. See Minutes o~ Inte rirr. Ccmmft tea JlhetinE; 
January 25, 1944 at Hotel Biltmore, New York C{ty ~ 

C OP Y ----

Cash in Bank 
Cash on Hand 

Account~ Receivable 

Operating Deficit 

Loans from Organizations 
Accounts Payable 
1tithholding Tax Payable 

Delegates' Fees 

AMERICA1'1 JE,;'I SH CONFERENCE 
521 i:t"':.fth Avenue 

New Y0rk j_7 .- N. Y, 

FINANCIIL PTA~MENT 
Dacember3i-; 1;)43-

A S SE T s ---- - -
$8C4,12 

32.43 
Total Ce.sh 

Totai Assets 

L I A B I L I T I E S __________ __, 

Total 

OPERATING STATEMENT 
2[./4~ tol2/31/43 

INCOME 

Contributions of Organizations 
Miscellaneous Contributions 
Distribution of Literature 

Administro.ticn 
Conference Expense 
Public Relations 
Research 

Prepared by: 
Milton Solins 

Total 

EXPENSE 

Total 
Less: Operating Deficit 

250 1~st 67th Street, New York City 

$ 886.55 
151.51 

$4,250.00 
26.68 
40.00 

$25,~oo.oo 
29,960.00 

779.28 
797,48 

$29,681,30 
18,820.52 

5,353,28 
i,g6(),28 

C OP Y 

$ 1,038.06 

3,278.62 
__ $ __ £.fil:SS 

$56,536.78 

$69,815.38 
3,278-62 

156,536:76 
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p_·_L~~STIEE COtfilHSSION 

Minut ,s of Murch 20 , 1944 Meeting 

PRESENT : Dr. Lbba. Hillol Silver, Presiding , J , cob ;.1son, Ro.bbi J.,_ . Simon Fodvrbusoh , 
Rubbi ~Jolf Gold., Dr . Robort Gordis, Mrs . Samuel Halprin, Is cu .c Homlin , 
Judge Samuel follitz , Isidor Sucl: , Mo.x J . Schne ider , r1rs. , . • Sc l oolmnn , 
Dr. Benjamin Shvmdran, 1!F illiuin niegul, David ,·o rthoim, I. L. ; :;rn)n , 

Dr • .,.\ . Koha.nski , J. s . Poo.rlstion . 

MINUTES : ; .. ppr ovod ns road . 

CO- OPTIONS : Mr. Pou r lstion reported that those reoorru:10nd0d for cooption ho.vo 
occoptod , vtfith one oxooption, tho.t of , r . Sidn.Jy Rollo.ndur . 'r . Poarlsticn 
o.ddod that in his opinion tho " door vms not d'-,finit ,J ly closed . " 

PUBLICLTIONS : Dr. Koha.nski reported that tho Co11foronco 0 roceodin6s nr0 norr boing 
printed and the Yrork will bv c ompleted in _;_pril . Tho r oport of the 
Pa.les t ino Committee Proceedings is complotud o.nd -rlill be published ofter 
tho Confe r ence Proceedings a r c issued . 

REPORT ON CONFERENCE .:.CTIVITIES IN 
SUPPORT OF P.,"..IBSTINE RESOLUTION : It vrns reported that tho Conf0r 0noo announced its 

suppor t of tho Congrossionul r esolutions :iJru odintoly oft0r their intro-
duction, thnt letters wore sent to all or go.nizutions and dol oga.to s roquost 
ing that they comrnunico.to with their Congressmen, that tho Confor onco 
o.ddrossod letter s to o.11 mumber s of Con6ross asking thoir support und thn.t 
vrith this l ,) tt ,r ·wont the text of tho Pv.lostinc resolution. L letter wo.s 
a.ls o sent to all novrspupor s i n tho Uni tod Sto. tos u i th a. c iroulo.tion of more 
tho.n 10 , 000 ns:::ing thLdr oditor inl suppor t~ Lntor nll dologo. tos o.nd orguni
zo. tions vro r o o.skod- to c ommunion to rrith tho Pros idon t ,;;hon it bo onmo 
appa.ront that Congros s wo.s consul ting the Ex ooutivo Bro.noh on the r us olut iorn. 

DISCUSSION : Tho r e was extendud discussion on t ho prociso func t ion of tho Pal\Jstino 
Commi ssion . This rovolvud c. r ound tho 11.uos t ion as to v1h0thur the Commission 
vrnuld be o. policy mo.king body., a vohiclo for the expres s ion of J0wish 
opinion, or vrhcthe r it would onga.go in do.y- to- dny n tivi tios . Th consensus 
wo.s tho. t this wo.s n pr oblem wh i ah a.fr cot d nll c om.miss ions a.nd tho. t policy 
would have to bo dotcrrninud by tho Int0rim Committo u . 

PETITION : It wns reported tha t all mumbor s of tho Inter im Committo0 hCtd bovn poll '-: d 
by tologro.m in o. ocordnnoc with the duoision of thn pr0vious mo0ti:r g , 
soliciting approval for n mass rogistrv.tion on t ho Pn lJstiro resolution . 
Results wore thirty- oight yos , two r0frnining o.nd no r oply f r om thirt00n . 
Thoro w-Jro no negative vote s , Tho Chair o.nnouncod thn t no o.ction ha d buDn 
taken on tho poti tion bvoo.uso tho quostion of timing vms involved and it 
was impos sible to roo.oh o. decision with ovunts movi ng s o quickly o.t 
1i'To.shington. 

RES OLUTION : Tho Commission ndoptod o. resolution , toxt of which is ~. ttnoh0d , for 
submission to tho Int0rim Committ00 for its approval . Hoto : (Tho 
Intorim Committuo ndopt0d tho statomont at its mooting 01 March 21st . ) 
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REGOLUTION A:"OrTEr BY Tb~ I ·;nn: co :r IT'.L~E 

d t'--.a 
MtlllMH IIW'llff eo...- ~ftlM 

InJff.'LE !)GE tho. t -:;he so. l v tio;:1 of h-..in--lro'is of thousv.nis of 

homeless and r.unted .~uroponn Jeus de 'lenis OJ trcir settlcmo1~t i:1 :Palcstil 0, 

we call anew for the irnmodio.t0 openinc cif '?· lcsti:10 to ri£l. 33 J,wish :.r. .... igr~ttio 

and c olonizntion and the reconstitution of tho.t countr~r o.s a. JcvJi3h Comr;OJ."1.'ronlth . 

WE RtHIT!i"f our r,loa o.t this time c0 e.us0 th0 D~lo:3 ino ··:hite Pt.per of 

193!1, a o u.lT' .. ent v- ithout leco.l or moro.l -validit:,' und violo.tiva cf the r • hts 

of the Jevrish people under the Pale3tine :rr..unc., t0 , coeG into offc t on r. r ,1 

31 to forbid n,3w Jewish ir:unisro.tion into Pa:cs"-;ino i.n O"<ovss oi t}o .2qOOO 

oertifica cs reTI1.nininc under t 110 ... uotu fix:Jci. five :.,cu rs ne;o . 

''TJ~ WARI.LY'tELCOME Prosident Roosevolt 1 s recent s.tntc:r.,ont th t the 

United 8ta.tcs hns n-::: v0r a~' l.rovcd the ,_-_rhito nupJr and wo aro hut. rte ncc. by 

his -ie olarution that he is " r.u~~)y thr.1t wh.on future d.o oisionr, arc r ca. h'd. 

f'J.11 j sti e will bo don) to t> .. oso v;l o ::;eek J0N":.. h 1. tional TT one •11 

1.:m FERVENTLY HOPE that our Pr0sic.0:ut 1 s stnt0mo::.1t n'D.y re a forcru1.u.10r 

of onrly action by our ally , Grocit Brita.in, lool:inc to tho abror;o.tion of tho 

~:!hi to Pu per o.nd tho cs -~ bl is b .0nt of :..in uff irr:.n ti vc 1:01 i y to ir: .. n:i. ::m0nt ful 1 y 

-tho intent and p r 1Joso of tho Balfour Duclo.ration . 

Herr PE II,ING in Conr:;rcss ro tho 1lfo.gncr - Tuft an<l ". r.ig;ht - Corn.pton 

resolutions whi ,h call for tho opening of P 1-.rntinc' 3 doors f01· tho fro(, 

entry of Jews o.nd full J p_ m•tunity for oloniz c. tion Go that tao ~v;i"h rcopl ~ 

rr.ny ulti.F.L1toly roconstitutu Pr.l .. stinc a.s a fr0u aml demo rati J01 ·:ish COl!i.on

wco.l th . It is leo.r t o.t A.m0riJn:i.1 p\fc :ic opinion ove r-who lm.ingly favors th ··~c 

rcsolutiens . A tion , howcv0r , • s bl.iin • 1 ,f ,: rr.Jd for tho time being: '1.t tl c 

insto.n 0 of tho '!fo r Dopf'.rtr 0nt . i-:o hop0 tnr1t military o.uthoritios will soon 

find it possiblo , o~istont with tr.o rolllitius of tho situntionJ to withdr aw 

thoir obju tions J no that Congross mny pro avv d to oxprvss itself on those 

r oo-0lutions . 

VIB TRUST that favora lo notion on these rcsolutio a will bo tnk 1 t 

tho oa r liost possible momont . Palestine monns lifo for thousands of rofu.::;~, ..... s 

who a r o on Hitler ' s cioe.th list o.nd its reconstitution o.s o. owish Commonv:oo.lth 

will be o.ssur o.noo thut tho Jewish poorlo , dispg~sossod a.nd ~prootvd by tho w r , 

vill bo ono.blod to take its riGhtf 1 pluoo in tho progr0ssivo vrorl ordvr to co 

o tablishoi in tho poa o to omo , 



• 
Palestine Commis.:>ion 

of the 

!'{lj.nutefi_o.f Me?,ting held May_l5 9 1944 

PRtS£Nr: Dr. 1: .. bba Hillel 8ilver, Pre:,iding; ,Jacob Alson, Miss 
Jane £vans, Rabbi A. Bimon Federbusch, Rabbi Wolf Gold, 
Mr::;. Samuel v: . Halprin, Isa.:1c Hamlin, Judge Bernard i'\. . 
Rosenblatt, Isidor Sack, Harry Shapiro, Carl Sherman~ 
Dr. Ben j 2.min Shv1adron, Mrs . Simon So beloff, Meyer vY. 
Weisgal, Dr. A. S. Kohanski, J. S. Pearlstien, I. L. 
Kenen, Secretary. 

MIN □ r~S: Approved as read. 

C0-0P·rI0N: Dr. Max Nussbaum of Los Angeles, by a unanimous 
decision, was co-opted to membership. 

RBPORr FHOM DR. SILVER: 

Palestine Resolutions pending in Congress 

"Both r0solutions can be brought up for rcconsider c:. 
tion a t any time. We o.rc carefully canvassing the 
situation from time to time, checking up on the mood 
and temper of the House and the Senate, watching for 
the proper timing for the r -consideration of action on 
the resolutions. And it is perhaps likely that action 
on the resolutions will become increasingly feasible.n 

The President's Stat8ment and the Btettinius Mtssion 
Dr. Silver reported on th& President's statement 

of March 9 and, in respons~ to a ~uestion, expressed 
the view that nothing in the statement which the President 
later gave at a press conf8rcnce aff8cted the earlier 
statement. 

He also discussed the Stettinius mission to London. 

·rhe Pipe Lin G 

"We have also been checking up rather thoroughly on 
any possible implications which the recent oil negotia
tions may hnvc: upon our :ri6hts in Palestine. imd from 
the contacts we have, we arc becoming persuaded, although 
that is still open to final conclusions, that our cause 
is not being in any way prejudiced by any negotiations 
that . . have been going on with reference to oil and that 
no commitments have be -·'n made . n 
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Educational Activity 
11 Since our l ast meeting in March we have been carry

ing on - on a lG.rge scale -· educational and propaganda 
work through various channels and the .t:mGrgency Council. 
There has been somethlng of u. lull since the roso1l1 ti.0!1~ 

were deferred, but it is n gathering of our forces !or 
the second major attack on the problem. 

H•rhnre has been, in the last few men ths, o. ra th~.:r 
forceful counter-offensive to ours which, in[~ ;.,ay, :is 
a tribute to the success of our prop~ganaa in this 
country. Those eroups who c.1r0 oppos8d to us in London, 
Jorusal~m nnd in Washington became rath0r disturbed 
about the successful spread of ~ur educational propaganda 
vvorl{ o.mong our fellow citizens of this country. And 
thoy began 4uite systematically to carry on anti-Zionist 
propagnrlda vrork, and there have been 4.ui te a number of 
manifestations of it. 

"rhc article vrhich appeared in the Readers Digest 
this month is clearly a planted affaj_r. The unfriendly 
statemffi1ts of the Archbishop of York, who visited here, 
indicGted the direction in which the wind was blowing. 
The r ..:Ld:io ll ddress of Mr.. George , the Arab, and the plant
in g of numerous articles in the American press, all a.re 
indicativo of the rather organized campaign against us. 
It is cle2r that we will have to counteract with ev0n 
more intensive work on our part. 

"Wo must not assume that in this fight we are golng 
to strike all the blows 2nd nobody is going to hit back. 
Some v0ry friendly articles · huve appeared and we are 
making un effort to get into the radio more. 

Future Activities 

"We are calling another meeting of our community 
contact chairmen from all p::rts of the country in 
Washington this month to review what has happened since 
our meeting in Cleveland last fall and to mak e plnns 
for the future. rhore will probably be about ~00 
chairmen from a lare;e number of conununi ti Gs. rhe two 
day session will bu climcxed by a dinner in honor of 
Dr. Lowdermilk. 

"Vie also pl:1:n to issue -v;i thin a few days a s tn tomen t 
which will be sit;n ed by some 1700 college presidents, 
and professors frrnil 2ome 250 l~erican colleges and 
universities bndorsin g the Commonwealth." 
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Dr. Silver also reported that legal authorities 
were planning an anulysis ~nd presentation of the case 
against the White Paper. 

He reported on the ,.1cti vi ties of th8 lilllerican Leag1J0 
for a Free P[.,lestine nnd submitted the statement against 
that bo6y issued by tho Emergency Council. 

Helationship of the Commission nnd tht.J 1-illlOrican Zionist 
f.i111~.r r,on cx_!:~oun cil 

The secretary reported that the Interim Committee 
was drafting a general stat~ment defining the Interim 
Committee's functions and the relntionship of the Intc;rim 
Committee and thG constituent organizc.1..tions of the 
Confer~nce. fhe Interim Committe8 was of th8 opinion that 
the PQlestine Commission work out an agreement with tho 
American Zionist Emergency Council formulating the 
relationship between the two, ulong the lines of the 
following: 

The American Zionist Emergency Council, represent
ing the principal Zionist organizations in America, 
is engaged in the day to day work of implementing 
t:he Pc1.l0s tine resolution adopted by the American 
Jewish Conference and there is therefore no need 
for the establishment of J. duplicating IJ.ppnratus 
within the Conference. The task of the: Cormnission 
on Palestine is ther0foro to cooperate with this 
agency nnd to work out with it from time to time 
such phases of the work as the Conference wishes 
to undertake, and to make such reprcsentntions as 
the Conference deems advisable to maku in its own 
name. 

Dr. l<ohanski: "According to this statement, it 
makes the Council an arm of the Conference." 

Miss Evans: 11 It is likely tho other way around. 
The statement that was just reud seems to me to do just 
the other. It makes the Conferonce an arm of the .Arnerico.n 
Zionist Emergency Council by iutplication. I would urge 
that this be rsconsidered from the standpoint, particularly, 
of non-Zionist groups in the Conference. 11 

Mr. Hamlin: rr•rhe first hc::.lf of the resoluticn is un
necessary and may be harmful. I think there will be some 
things which we v:ilJ. haV(:) t o undertake independentiy and 
other organizations should coop~rate with us. With regard 
to the preparing of mat0riul for the post-war solution of 
the Palestine problem, this is directly a part entrusted 
to us by .American Jewry. While cooperating with other 
agencies, we should leave enough room for the Conference 
itself to undertake independent action in Palestine." 
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Mr. Vveisgal: n•rhe intention of the Interim 
Cornmi ttee wc:.~s that an agreem0nt shall be made which 
should not be a part of the committe0's general statemont. 
In the gen8ral stc.Ltemcnt thorE: should be a reference to 
the f act thnt such ngreemcn ts are made with various - - -~ -~--~~-
organizations and that &n ngreenent shnll be made with 
the gmergency Council vvhich v-1i ll, in effect, carry out 
the intention of the 1-unericrn1 J'ewish Conference without 
:3etting up a duplicating machinery. ·rhe Administ:r-o.tivc 
Committee will have to donl with this rnnttcr.t1 

·rhe Chair: "We are all agreed on the general 
prlnciple o.:nd we will have to leave the word1ng of it to 
be worked out -- the goneral principle that we are to 
cooperate with other organizations ~nd agencies without 
setting up independent machinery of our own, if such 
machinery exists. ·rhere rna.y be some instnncE~s wh0re we 
should lik G to stnrt our own machinery. ·rhis may be the 
principal subject of discussion a t the Conference - the · 
future scope of tho Conference - ark1 I' thinl{ ti's fo:r c.s th0 
Zionist corm:iission is concerned, this by and large repres0nts 
a satisfactory solution.H 

Mr. Woisgal: 11 ·rher8 was no intentiou to mnke either 
on e nn arm of' the other. Only in such things which the 
Enierg1.:mcy Committee indicc. tc~s are in l\eeping with the 
resolution of the Conference, the Emergency Conimi ttec 
wh0n us~ed by the Conference will do corto.in things for 
it. \ le cnn safely l eave thi s to the Adminis tra ti ve 
Committee which will work out the kind of wording which 
will do away with the fear. 11 

SECOND SESSION OF fHE 
A.MERI CAN JEWISH CONFERENCE: 

fhe secretary reported that the next session of the 
Conference would be held on September 2nd and recommended 
that the Commission begin preparations for the session. 
He suggested that a statement of 150 or 200 pages briefing 
the case for Jewish rights to Palestine be presented .to 
the next session. 

Mrs. Halprin: "Before the first session we had a 
Preliminary Studies Committee. We would have to determine 
first whether there will be a general publication.n 

Miss Evans: 0 rhat cannot be determined by the 
Palestine Conu11ission or by the Administrative Committee 
of the Interim Committ0e. It seems to be a little pre
mature at this hloment to go too far in our thinking until 
we do know what our over - all picture will be, whether 
each commission will turn out its own publication or 
whether there Will be one re:port for all conunissions. •1 



.. 

.. . .. 

-5-

Mr. Weis gal: ,jI think it is only loeical that 
tho other commissions, not only the Pnl0stimc Comn1iss1on, 
shoulcl prGpu.r0 ,::. 1·8. ti1er .full rsport on &11 tho c::..c ti v~- t·;ios 
thnt have; ecme und8r :its jurlsdiction durinG tho p:~··1 ~ 
y8ar with r~f8ronco to thE implcmcntction of the i Gs oiutio~s 
ttdop t0d and u.lso to i11di c::,;. Le to tht.J ConferE;n co i:n t. i1~ t 
saml;;; r0port th0 steps that th6 c ~):tJf t. r '•nce .in te;:nds , -
to talie in orcier to further impl8mont the.: rcsolutlnns 
that w8re adopted. fhat is v0ry important without go~ng 
into any ideological 4u0stions at all. If thct is not 
donG, ~11 sorts of now ideas and discussions will emerge 
and some peoplG may want to have the whole thj_ng re
affirmed, which is unnec8ssary. fhc Conf~rence adopted 
ce;rtain resolutions. ·rho Connnission v1as appointQ<i to 
do cortnin v,orl{ and should ruport on its nctivici0s ~nd 
what is iritonded further in order to effectuate the Jcwis~ 
Commonweal th. ·rha t req uir8S a great d8al of study. Here 
is a hlattor where there is a great deal of confusion in 
th8 public minds and in our own minds. We have to present 
something to the Conference so that it will have somethi~g 
to dj_scuss. ·rhat would constitute a very irriporto.nt piece 
of work for the Palestine Commission. 11 

. 
Mr. Hamlj_n: "It would be advisable if the chairman . 

would appoint a specio.1 committee out of this Palestine 
Corn1;lissj_or1 to study thi.s problem and to prepare a 
tento.tivo program for the Conferenc8, which we are going 
to prcs0nt. Vlo will hnve co go to the Administrativo 
Commi ttoe but wo should start prcp,::.r:ing it immediately. 11 

·rhe Chair: rir am in full agreernen t with Mr. V'leisgal. 
fhis Commission must come to the Conference not only with 
an ndo4uate report of what has been done since last 
September in the direction of implementing the Palestine 
resolution, but as you said, what needs to be done. In 
fact, the important resolutions to be j_n traduced at thG 
Conf0rcmco 01J Palestine should be dr~1.fted by this 
Commission and presented to the Conf8runc10. At the first 
session the Connnission was created. rhes0 resolutions 
should concern themselves not with reaffirming tho basic 
things which have been alr8ady adopted, which is now 
more or less the constitution of the Conference, but 
specific recommendations on the carrying out of our purpos0. 
It is not too eurly to u.ppoint a committee to prepare 
this program.n 

Mrs. Sobeloff: t1rJhj_l0 I agree that wo be fully 
prepared, wu ougtrt; not be over prepared. What ailed the 
Conference last tl.c c was thr~t everyting wo.s pre-digested. 
I am sure that by and :i.argu the greatest part of that 
Conference went hor:1e feeling that they did not have an 
opportunity to thint. Whil,.;: your Commission should be 
prepared, I thinl~ so1:1cwhere in it you should not jam 
the program quite so full.fl 
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The Chaj_r: "'l1he Commi ttce in charge of arranp·0me!: t.f 
should t ,:..k e that SGriously under con sidc1---a tio:;_1. -r~1n E' 1111 --

j ect was discussGd in the session. It ~as the pJcnary 
session that did not have the opportunity to discu,,:;. 1 

Mr . Also1) : 11 I think thn t we ought to f~cr. the fac t 
that there is some disappointrnunt in the comr:run:i.t.~os a-, 
to this whole implementation of the resolutions u..1. •d tb.1.,.., 
there is sorae f8eling in the communities that the ~ion~st s 
are not blnrnoless about tho rcsul ts. It is r1ot c::i_ :; .. 1r ;~o 
me what procGdurc should bu adopted , but I hnvo :i. ·:-'c:2.lng 
tha t soma thought should be given in advance of th~ 
Conference to find some procedure that activates i~ ~·c1lf 
again to inviting the American Jewish Commi ttec QY) rJ p·xi•.tine; 
them in a. position of either staying out or co1:1ing ~ n . n 

ThG Chair: 11 That is n major policy whlch concc·rns 
the Iuterirn Committee and does not i11volve us." 

A motion was then made ~nd carried that the chair 
appoint a committee of five to do the work discussed 
above. 

rhe meeting was then adjourned. 

Cflt-~--
secretary 



TO: 

FROM: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANDUM 
ll•ber• ot th A.dainiatraUYe Couittee 

Ann Juobo 

DATE: 

SUBJECT:ADMINISTUTIVE COIOIITTEE 

Atkched pleaae ti.ad llinute1 or the laat Adm1njetr tive Committ • 

aeeting held on J'uly e, 11'4. Pleue aote th t the next seeting 1• 

echedulod tora 

Thureda7, Jul.J 20th, at 6 P. II. 1n the Contermoe ottioe1 
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. . AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

. .. 
1944 BUDGET 

A. FUNCTIONAL PROGRAf.1 

1. Commissions (Rescue-Postwar-Palestine) 

2. Public Relations and Publicity 

3 . Research and Publications 

4. Second Session of Conference 

B. AD .. HNISTRATION 

1. Exe cutive Office 

2 . Collection and Fund-Raising 

- .... -
A. FUNCT!ONA.L PROGRAM 

1. Commissions 

$50 ,000.00 

29 , 600 .00 

20 ,000 .00 

15 ,000 .00 

26 , 900 .00 

7 ,000 .00 

$148,500 .00 

Three Commissions have been established by the li.meri an 
JeYvish Conference to implement the Conference program in 
accordance with resolutions ado ted at the session of 
August 29th to September 2nd, 1943: (a) Commission on 
Rescue; (b) Commission on Post-1.r.rar Reconstr uction ; ( c) 
Commission on Palestine. Each Commission consists of u 
group of laymen, representatives of the communities and 
organizu tions which ar0 members of the Conference, and of 
co-opted members and experts. 

The functions of thoso Corrnnissions arc: To prepare document
ary material with the aid of exports and legal udvisors; to 
send dolvgutions to Government authorities; to IT\E).intuin con
tacts with ngoncios active in fields of ondouvor p0rto.ining 
to rescue work, rolicf , rchubilito.tion, poo.cc plnns, post .. 
wo.r roconstruotion, and Pulostinc; to establish o.nd rnn.in
ta.in conto.cts with Jcvrish communities abroad , ospccio.lly in 
tho free countries; to send dclc 6o.tions o.broud (if and rhon 
nocosso.ry) to study local conditions and rmkc representa
tions. 

2, Department of Public Rolo.tions and Publicity 

This dcpurtnunt has been established for the purpose of 
tultivuting tho interest and nctivo assistance on tho po.rt 
of organizations, ugcncios, influential parsons, government 
reprcscnto. ti vos, otc. It issues stn tor.icnts, mcmoro.ndo. o.nd 
o. periodical record pertaining to tho o.ctivitios of the Con
foronco; mo.into.ins canto.ct with tho do logo. tos o.nd const1.l;u n+. 

-1 .. 
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orgnnizntions; and conducts tho publicity activities of the 
Conference . 

3 . Dopurtmont of Research and Publications 

This dop~rtnont has boon formed for tho purpose of establishing 
and maintaining a library nnd record of informntion on all phusos 
of activities in this country a.nd abroad , in which tho Conforonc 
is interested. Such inforr;1ntion is to be obto.inod primnrily 
through tho existing research institutes , by coordinnting und col
la ting the uvailu blo 1m turiul for tho use of tho Conference . In
dependent rcsourch will be conducted by this dopo.rtmont only when 
required systemntic records cannot bo obto.inod through othur re 
search institutosu Publications will bo issued us tho occo.sion 
rnny demand . (Publication of tho Conference Procoodings is navr in 
proporution . ) 

4 . Second Session of tho Conference 

In o.ccor do.nco with tho Resolution on Orgnnizo.tion adopted o.t its 
first soss ion., tho American Jmvish Confcronco is to hold o. second 
session 1.'lithin twolvo months . Thv oxp0nditurus for this itom a.re 
to cover proparu tions , mooting place o.nd other i toms porto. ining 
to tho reconvening of tho Confor0ncc . 

B. li..D 1INISTR:~T ION 

1 . Exocutivo Office 

Tho o.dministrnti vo bodies of tho Conforonco o.ro: ( o.) Tho Interim 
Cornmittoo, oloctcd ut tho Conforonco session from among tho ro 
prosento tivus of tho constituent orgo.nizo. tions o.nd JOr.,u l.Ili ty 
dolcgutosj (b) Thu Executive and i .. dmjnis t rutivo Committcos, olo ct 
od by tho I~turi:n Cor.u.dttoo ; and (c) Tho Office Stuff ,. 

Tho expenditures of tfus dopnrtmont i nc lude sessions of tho Intori:!11, 
Exocutivo o.nd :~dministrutiv0 Committeos; sessions of tho Comnis
sions ; St.,lori.es for office sto.ff; off~ ... co supplie s and equipm0nt; 
ronto.l, posto.gu , tulophono , tolograph: etc,, 

2 . Collection nn~Fund-Ro.i·ing_ 

Tho Conforcnc0 doos not i:1tond to engage in indopondoni fu. d-ru :s
ing cnmpo.igns o Being o. donocr~ticuily- ulcctod body o:' co11 aunity 
dologntcs , tho Conforonco o.ntj_cipo.tcs to iori.v0 jts HJ .,cssr.~y 
incomo fron tho Jov1ish con:1.unitios throughoui; th-:, 1Jou.1t.ry, '.l'ho 
itcn i.mrkod "Colle ction onci. Fun-1 -R iq· nti'' is to covc.,1• t r "Vvl. -
ing oxponsos and other i n idonta ls pertaining thereto . 




