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PF.E SS REIEASE from 

American Jewish Trade Union Committee ror Palestine 
Room 2500 245 Fifth Avenue 

New York, N. Y. W 3-1881 

FOR RELEASE THURSDAY, APRIL 6th 

The A.Ioorican Jewish Trade Union Cormuittee for Palestine, representing several 

hundred thousand organized Jenish workers, both A.F.L. and c.r.o., today demanded 

the immediate abrogation of the White Paper policy which bars further Jewish immi

gration into Palestine, and called for the reconstitution of that country as a free 

and democratic Jewish Connnonwealth. 

In a declaration unaninx>usly adopted at a ~eting of its members, the Com

mittee stated that "the American labor movement generally, embracing 12 1000,000 

members, is completely in favor of, and supports the aims of their Jevish co-trade 

unionists - to help in the rebuilding of Palestine as a Jewish Oommonr1eal th. 11 

The declaration also urged passage by Congress 11at the earliest opportunity" 

of the pending Palestine resolutions, introduced in the House by Representatives 

James A. Wright (Democrat, Pennsylvania) and Banulf Compton (Republican, Connecticut) 

and in the Senate by Senators Robert F. Wagner (Democrat, New York) and Robert A. 

Taft (Republican, Ohio). The Palestione resolutions call on the United States to 

"use its good offices and take appropriate measures to the end that the doors of 

Palestine shall be opened for free entry of Jews into that country, and that there 

shall be full opportunity for colonization so that the Je~ish people may ultimately 

reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Oonuoonwealth. 11 

. 
The Committee hailed President Roosevelt's statement of March 9th, that 11 the 

American Government has never given its approval to the White Paper ... and. that when 

future decisions are reached, full justice will be done to those who seek a Jewish 

National Home, for which our Government and the American people have al.ways had the 

deepest sympathy." 

Pointing out that the American Federation of Labor, at its last convention 

held in Boston in October, 1943, unanimously adopted a resolution calling for full 

implementation of the Balfour Declaration, and that the C.I.O., at its convention 

in November, 19431 also demanded abrogation of the Chamberlain White Paper, the Com

mi ttee declared, "We k:nor; that these resolutions of the two great American labor 

organizations a.re a result of the generally prevailing sympathy of AmericM organizet 

labor toward the fate of the Jewish people, and indicate their willingness and deter

mination to help them in the achievement of their goal." 



Branding the White Paper as "a cruel blow aimed at Hitler's first victims 

and staunchest opponents," the Committee appealed to the Americon Government for 

"speedy and direct action to effect the opening of Palestine's gates to Jeuish 

immigration." 

~Ae text of the declaration follows: 

"We, the undersigned, representing several hundred thousand organized 
Jewishworkers - both A.F.L. and C.I.O. -- in the United States, recog
nize it as our solemn duty, as Americans, as Jews, and as trade union 
representatives, to declare publicly that ue are in full agreement 
with the demands being made for the immediate abrogation of the White 
Paper which bars further Jewish immigration into Palestine, and we 
call for the reconstitution of that country as a free and deoocratic 
Jewish Commonwealth. 

"We applaud and support all the efforts being made in the United 
States today to insure the reopening of the doors of Palestine to 
Jewish immigration and to its establishmant as a Jewish Commonwealth. 

"We are in complete agreement with the aims and purposes of the reso
lutions introduced in the House by Ropresentatives James A. Wright 
(Deoocrat, Pennsylvania) and Banulf Compton (Bepu.blican, Connecticut) 
and in the senato by Senator~ Hobert F. Wagner (~emocrat, New York) 
and Robert A. Taft (Republican, Ohio), in which it is resolved 'that 
the United States shall use its good offices and take appropriate 
measures to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened for 
free entry of Jews into that country, and that there shall be full 
opportunity for colonization, so that the Jewish people may ultimately 
reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

11 \Ve appeol to the members of both Houses of Congreso to adopt in full 
these rosolutions at the earliest opportunity. 

"We applaud the President of the United States for authorizing on 
March 9th a statemont declaring that 1tho American Government has 
never given its approval to the White Paper of 1939 •.• and that when 
future decisions are reached, full justico will be done to those who 
seek a Jewish National Home, for which our government and the American 
people have aluays had the deepest sympathy. 

"We call attention to the positive action taken by both the AIOOrican 
Federation of Labor and the Congress of Industrial Organizatio~ at 
their respective conventions held late last yeo:r. The A.F.L. unMi
mously adopted the following resolutions 

'The .American Federation of Labor urges·. that the restrictions 
on Jewish immigration and Aettleroent contained in the !ritish 
White Paper of 1939 be wi thdra.wn, and that the !al four Decla
rat ion be so implemented that the hopes and aspirations of the 
Jewish people to build their own comroon~ealth in Palestine may 
be realized. Thus will this ancient people be enabled to take 
its rightf'u.l place among the democratic nations of the world, 
and make its full contribution to that progressive ~orld order 
which we all pray r1ill eme-rge from the horrible sufferings of 
this global war• 
and it further 

'Resolved, that the .American Federation of Labor urges upon 
our Government and upon the Government of Great :Sri ta.in, which 
has a special responsibility in the matter, that the Balfour 
Declaration be fully implemented, that the right of Jewish 
people to a national home in Palestine be reaffirmed, and that 
every aid and encouragement bo given to ena.blo the vlctims of 
Nazi persecution to settle upon their ancient soil and meke 
it bloom once D1>re as it did in tho days of tho prophets. 1 

11 At its last convention in Phile.delphia, the o. I. o. declared& 

1Vle suppart the demands of Palestinian Jews for all opportu
ni ty for unrestricted participation on the baltlofield and 
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for the unrestricted opportunity to make an agricultural and 
industrial contribution to the war effort. We join in their 
demands for the abrogation of the so~called Chamberlain White 
Paper which would close all Jewish immigration into Palestine 
by April 1 1944, as discriminatory, unfair• unjust, and a 
hindrance to the ,var effort.• 

ffije are confident that these resolutions of the two great American 
labor organizations result from the generally prevailing sympathy 
of American organized labor toward the fate of the Jewish people, 
and indicate their willingness and det c: rmination to help the Jewish 
people in the achievement of their goal, 

"~e brand the V/hite Paper a a cruel blow aimed at Hitler 1s first 
victims and staunchest opponents, and we apPeal to the American 
government for speedy and direct action to effect the opening of 
Palestine's gates to Jewish immigration. The freedom-loving world 
which is today combatting the Hitler curse will not have fulfilled 
its duty to civilization if it will not free the Je~ish people from 
its homelessness. The wrong that _is being cornmitted toda? cnn be 
righted only through the abrogation of the White Paper policy and 
the reconstitution of Palestine as a free and dellX)cratic Jc~ish 
Commonweal th. 11 

?!.ax Zaritsky, Chairman 
Americ~.,n Jewish Trade Union Commi tteo 

for Palestine 

The o!ficers of the Comnittee are Max Zaritsky, president of the United 

Hatters Cap and Millinery Workers Union of America, chairman. Vice-chairmen 

include; Isidore Nagler, ~u:>rris :Bialis, Joseph :Sroslaw1 and Horry Greenberg,vice

presidents, International Ladies Garment Workers Union; Joseph Schlossberg, sccretar~ 

treasurer oroori tus _. Jhnalgamated Clothing \-✓orkcrs Union, Jos --ph Gold, manager, Coat

Ihnkcrs Trade Boord."" A.., C,, WoA•, i"/illinm flolpert, secretary-treasureri; United Hebrew 

Traies, and ltJlurrny K·n.d.ish9 vice-president; United \1holeoale-Retail Department S·tore 

F..rr,J.)°!oyees Union of Rmerica, I., Hci Goldberg 3 vice .. •pre£idcnt of tho United Hatters 

Ca.~J and lfillinery ·;11.. rl-;:ers Union of America and Harry \1nnder, vice•---presidcn t of the 

ll/FJu are co-sccrctci:10s. .Abraham Iv;illcr1 seoretnry of the Now York Joint :Board of 

tha .Amalga.mated Clothing Workers Union 0 and Harris Horowitz, m.1.t1ager of the :Bnkers 

Union, aro co-troa~-urors. 

-30-



' PRESS BE LEASE from 

American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine 
Room 2500 245 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York MU 3-1881 

FOR RELEASE: MONDAY, AfRIL 24 

SIDNEY HILLMAN DEMANDS WHITE PAPER REPEAL .AND JEWISH COMEONWEALTH 

IN PALESTINE 

.. ----------
AMALGAMATED CLOTUING WORKERS HEAD SAYS PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT AND Al~RICAN FEOPIE 

TAKE THE SAME POSITION 

New York -- Sidney Hillman, president of the .Amalgamated Clothing Workers of 

America, today demanded the immediate opening of Palestine's doors to free Jewish 

immigration, and declared that "this is the position, not only of the President 

of the United States, but al so of great sections of the American people who feel 

the torturesvi"sj,. ted upon a defenseless people." 

In a declaration supporting the aims of the newly-organized Airerican Jewish 

Trade Union Committee !or Palestine, Mr. Hillman denounced the British White Paper 

policy, which prohibits new Jewish immigration into Palestine, as 11 a travesty upon 

elementary justice and humanity," and urged that the remnants of the Jewish people 

be saved from complete destruction by 11 the immediate abrogation of the White Paper 

and the reconstitution of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonweal th. 11 

Asserting that this is the position of the Congress of Industrial Organi

zations, representing more than 5 1 000,000 .American trade-unionists, lv!r. Hillman 

pointed out that the C.I.O., in a resolution adopted unaniroously at its national 

convention in Philadelphia last November, assailed the White Paper as "discrimina

tory, unfair, unjust, and a hindrance to the war effort. 11 

The text of w~. Hillman's statement follows: 

"Justice demands the immediate abrogation of the White Paper, which bars 

(more) 
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fu.rtner immigration into Palestine, and the reconstitution of that country as a 

free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

11 The soil of Europe is soaked with the blood of Jevdsh dead. They have 

been kill ed in the ghottoes, they have been killed in the fields. Men, women and 

children. And as the Nazi hordes are being beaten into Rau.mania. Hungary, Czccho~ 

Slova.1{:ia, and the rest of Middle and Eastern Eu.rope, their first victims, as alway 

are defensele s s Jews -- men, women and children. 

11 It i s a travesty upon elementary justice and humanity to close the door 

to the~ avenue of escape for the hapless Jews who still remain alive. As we 

wait! as we write, as v,e talk, they are being killed. Just that. They are being 

killed. 

"It is imperative that appropriate measures be taken to open the doors of 

Palestine for free entry of Jews into that country. 

11 This is t he position not only of the President of the United States but 

also of great sections of the Americon people who f eel the tortures visited upon 

a defenseless people. 

11 It is t l1e position of the Congress of Industrial Organizations, represent

ing more than 5,000,000 American tradc-uni~ists. The c.r.o., in a resolution 

adopted unanimously at its national convention in Philadelphia last November, urged 

the abrogation of the Chnmbcrlain White Paper, declaring it to be 'discriminatory. 

unfair, unjust, and a hindrance to the war effort. 1 

11 1 wish to add my voice to that of millions of other .Americans asking that 

the remnnnts of a people be saved from complete destruction at the hands of our 

common enemy, This can best be accomplished by the immediate abrogation of the 

White Paper, and the reconstitution of Palestine as a free and dermcratic Jewish 

Commonweal th." 

--30--
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llmerlcan Jewlsll Trade Unlon Commlttee for Palestlne 
Room 2500 • 245 Fifth A venue 

New York 16, N. Y. MUrray Hill 3-1881 

Dear Editor: 

We would a·Jpreciate your using all or part of the follow
ing article, which seeks to bring to the attention of .American 
labor some of the highlights in the current struggle to provide 
a permanent homeland for the homeless and oppressed Jews of 
Europe. 

We would be mo st grateful if you would send us a marked 
copy of your publication. 

THE CO~vi!TTEE 

FOR ImlffimIATE RELEASE 

AMERICAN LABOR SPEAKS ON PALESTINE 

:By ?lax Zaritsky 
President, United Hatters, Cap 
and Millinery Workers of .America 

The American labor movement is aware of the desperate plight of the Jewish 

people because it is uniquely equipped to understand the full meaning of that 

plight. 

American labor -- genuinely American in tho sense that it takes literally 

the fundamental principles of human rights given to Americans in the Declaration 

of Independence -- has struggled and fought throughout its history for the right 

of the individual to enjoy t'1ose principles of life., liberty and the pursuit of 

happiness. 

And throUGhout its history, the American labor movement has always been the 

champion of the underprivileged, the disenfranchised, the people to whom basic 

human rights have been denied. As it has grown in strength, power and influence• 

(more) 
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organized labor in this country has extended the a,~1ication of its principles far 

beyond the limits of the labor movement itself. It has led the crusade for human 

rights and liberty everywhere. 

It is clear, therefore, why the American Federation of Labor, speaking as 

it does for millions of American workers, should have been the first organized 

labor group in America to protest against the oppression of the Jewish people; 

that it should have been tho first organized Americnn group to hail with enthusiasr1 

the advent of :Britain's 1917 :Balfour Declaration• which called for 11 the establish

ment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people;" that it shonld have 

welcomed tho :Balfour Declaration in an official statement adopted at the 1917 

A.F.L. convention. 

Nor is it surprising that th~ American Federation of Labor should have been 

tho first organized group in the United States to understand the great danger 

unleashed upon the world when Nazism first appeared in Germany. We all remember 

the clarion call issued by President William Gr en, whose early warning in 1933 

appears so prophetic today. He warned of the Nazi threat to humanity; his voice 

rang out on behalf of all Americnn labor, not only in condemnation of the Nazi 

persecution of the Jews, but in a demand that the civilized Ymrld tako nction to 

stop such persecution. Small :mnder, therefore, that it was tho Federation which 

called for and inaugurated a boycott against Nazi products; that it was the 

Federation which, in one convention after another, reiterated its protest against 

the wn.n ton oppression of the JerTS in Germany and Eastern European countries. 

Arm.re of the bitter consequences of such oppression, ru d interested in the 

free development of the Je,,ish homeland in Pale st inc, the A.F .L. greeted rli th real 

satisfaction the organization of the Hist.'.ldruth, Palestine's democratic Jewish 

labor federation. In a resolution unaninously adopted at the Feder·tion 1s 1943 

convention in Boston, the A.F.L. extended the hand of friendship and encouragement 

to the workers of Palestine and &'.lid: 

(more) 
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11 \'le kno\7 of the mo.gnificont part thnt has boon played by tho sons and 

dDUghters of Jerlish labor in Palestine in defending th0 go.to \1ay to the Ea.st o.go.in s t 

the Nazis. Wo wish for the Histo.druth grcntor success in a greater lond, in a 

land which has received full justice from the United Nations. in a land uhore 0vcry 

suffering, persecuted Jew uho sought refuge found it, nho sought the right to toil 

secured it, who sought lmIIlcm dignity and humnn freedom achieved it." 

For American labor in gonerol, and the A.F.L. in particular, has looked with 

favor and approval at the ~onstructivc work of Palestine I s Jov,ish pioneers, and 

especially of its organized Janish workers whose signal success in rebuilding the 

ancient, long-neglected land of Pn.lestinc on a 3ound, democratic foundation ha s 

served o.s nn exaraplo to the peoples of the Middle East, just as the untiring efforts 

of the A.F.L. hnve served as n.n exnmple to the entire Americn.n continent. 

The promise of free continuation of tho splendid accomplishment of the Pru.

estinio.n Jev,ish workers - thoy who have made their ancient land bloom again as it 

did in the days of the prophets, -was rudely hal tod in 1939 by a :British 11 \l1hi te 

Paper" which called nn end to Je'7ish immigration i n to P&cstino. and no.rrowly 

1 imi ted the areas where Jcvrn might buy soil to settle upon, to build upon, n.nd to 

giva nourishment both to themselves and to the armies of the United Nations light

ing in the Near and IHddle East. 

Accordingly, at the A.F.L. convention of last October, a ringing declaration 

concerning Palestine was adopted: 

"How urgent is the need for full development of Palestine today; ho,;v much 

more urgent will that need be when civilization emerges victor·ous over the bar

~ 1ariansJ For Palestine is the one country in the world that is prepared to give 

refuge and asylum to the victims of Hitlerite oppression, not on a temporary, but 

on a permanent basis ••• 

"The American Federation of Labor urges that the restrictions on Jewish im

migration and settlement contained in tre British \Tuite Paper of 1939 be withdrawn, 

and tha t the :Balfour Declaration be so implemented that the hopes and aspirations 

(roore) 
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of the Jeuish people to build their orm commonweal th in Palestine may be realized. 11 

Several months ago, a committee of Jewish trade union leaders in the United 

States was organized. KnoYm as the .American Jewish .Trade Union Cornmi ttee for Pal

estine, it has received the endorsement of A.F.L. President William Green, who has 

accepted honoTary chairmanship. This committee consists of the leaders of hundreds 

of thousands of affiliated Jewish trade-unionists -- among them, the leaders of 

such organizations as the International Ladies Garr.1cnt Workers Union, the United 

Hatte r r3 1 Cap and l~~illinery Workers, the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, the United 

Hebrew Trades, the :Butchers• Union, Retail Clerks, and a nultitude of other unions 

having Jewish m0mbcrship. 

Tho organized Jewish workers of America, acting through tho .American Jewish 

Trade Union Corru;1i ttcc for Pale stinc, call upon ovory organized worker in the United 

States to support the position taken by the official spokesmen of .American labor. 

Jev,i sh workers here are anarc of the deep appreciation which the hunted Jev1s of 

Europe and Palestine I s organized labor movement feel for the tokens of sympathy and 

friendship expres sed by the free American labor movement. They appeal to the con

scionco of all American workers to 5Upport the pleas of the tortured Jens for tho 

opportunity to emigrate to Palostinc and to create there, with their own hands and 

their ovm initiative, a pcrncnant haven, a true homeland for a homeless people. 

For there is a strong realization among Palestine I s Je\'/ish workers, and among 

tho leaders of the Histadruth, that thG only security for the homeless Jowish people 

lies in true nationhood -- that only through the free grnnt of such nationhood can 

tho uprooted Jewish people live out their lives in security and dignity on tho lo.nd 

into which they have pourod so rm.ich love, so nuch labor and devotion. 

American Jewish workers, sympathizing as they do ,;,i th the Histadruth, o.sk 

thre things for their fcllo\'/-uorkcrs i n Palestine. 

First, that the White Paper prohibiting Jm1ish immigration into the Jewish 

/homeland be uit;,a.ra,m, 

I\ influx of refugees? 

What other country is prepared to open its gates to a large 

(more) 
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Second, that entry into Palest i ne for all Jewish refugees ,;Jho arc able to 

go there be facilitated . 

Third, that permanent sccuri ty be assured the Jewish people by the grruit 

of nationhood so that they mn.y enjoy tho fruitn of a free n.nd democra tic Jc,1ish 

Commonweal th. 

- 30-
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:koom 2500 
MUrray Hill 3-1881 

• 245 Fifth Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

WOR L.?..ADERS SCORE !&GUE FOR A FREE PALESTINE 

---------
GBEEN, Tn)i.AS, Z.lffiI'I'SKY, OTHERS JE~JOU:TCZ ¼J-. .:ARRJ~\j"T:-i:D US:3 OF SIG.r .: .. TURES 

Nor, Ycrk - ',7illitu:1 Green, Presiden t cf the .tu:i.cricru1 FodcratL. n cf Labor, R. J. 

Thomas, i:rcsidont, u.;_;;:., C.I.O. and ether pi· minent lubcr lc ..... ders fcrbudc the 

nu,;:ly-crcatcd 11 .Arooricru1 League for a Free Palestine 11 from using their naraes on any 

docurrents issuec~. 11 by the Lea.gu.e or any of its su.b-divisions, past or futuro, 11 it 

ia.s an1'!ounced today by Lhx Zaritsky, President of the United Ha.tte:·s, Cap and 

1-i:illincry Workers of America, in fk"l open lotter to the American Longu.o for a Free 

Pa.le stinu. 

At tho GlllnC time, A.F.L, Prc cidcn t Green made p.iblic a l e tter Tirittcn to 

Congre ssman A.ndl"o~-, Somers, one of tho LcnJ:,'1.lc 1 s sponsors, in ,·,hich !,0.'. Gr on said: 

11:Boca.uso I ~ a lreo,dy svrving ni th tho l.J"i.10ricnn Jc,1ish Trn.a.c Union Commi ttoo for 

Po.lc stinc D.I1d ether Jonicll or6 .. miza.tions formed for tl10 purpose of promoting tho 

Open Door Polic:i in Pcl"'stinc, I deem it lnndvin·~blc to respond to ;y-our request to 

serve as n member of tho sponcoring committee of t~0 .Amcricnn Lcnguc for ~ Free 

Palestine. I must, therefore, re~aent t~~t you discontimie the ~s0 of my nnme in 

the Hork of tne .i .1ericun Loc,gue for a Free P'll s t inc .:ind ir. tho o.dmini stro.ti vc 

policies of so.id orgnniza.tio. •" 

The .All1erican LeD(;U.e for u Free Palo st ine is a gub-di vision of tho Hebrew 

Commi ttec on : '1.tio nru. Libe:-tntion, ;1hich m1s reccn tly under suvorc nttnck by cll 

accreditod Zi~~ist n6~mcios in this countr: for its o.ttompt to est ablish :::. "Hobro\l 

cmbnss-.. 11 i:1 Jo.shi~16to11. At th time, t he Zionist groups chDJ.lo ged tho nu thcri ty 

(more) 
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of Europe, arc offshoots of the ambiguous Hebrew Cormni ttee of ~ational Liber0,tion. 

Second, the Hebrew Comridttee of National Liberation is led by a 11hnndful 11 

of u.niden tificd individuals. 'Why are tl'µ)y lmown to so fc.._·,? Do they rc11ro sent 
n Tho freedom r.1ovcr.1cn t of th0 Hubr0v1 pooplo of Europe n.nd Palestine? 11 

I have been informed by thoroughly reliable sourcos that this nebulous 
gro·J.p of individ:J.als \·rho h..·wc misused my signature and that of mn.ny oth.,:t s, arc 
uctunJ.ly ropr0 sun ta.ti vc s of tho notorious Palestinian Irgw1-the anti-labor scour Ge 
of the Palestinian Jewish conuruni ty tmd of the Histadruth, the Palestine Jewish 
Federation of Labor. The .Alnericn.n labor movement has ol wayu had the de upost ro
spoct and sympathy for th.0 vnlia.nt Histad.ruth, which spooks for the great r,iajori ty 
of Palestine• s Jeni sh ~·1orkors. 'l'ho Ir® rtl.L"1S counter to the recogziizod and 
delrocro.ticnlly constituted Q€encies (includi_ng the Histnd.ruth) which are work ing 
for Pru.estine; it defies tho nnoses of Palestinian Jews nhose cxempl-1.r~r pioncc1·inc; 
live~ r.rc truly reprcsento.tivo of tho 11 froodom movora.cnt of the Hobrev people of 
Eu.rope ond Po.lcotinc. 11 Tho disciplined lnboring folk of Pn.luatino, nnd their 
orGD.nized supportcro in this country, a.re a.ccrcdi tod spokosmon for tho Poleotinc 
freedom rrovomcnt; HC\i York 1 s Ir5unist o;rga,.izers a.re not. 

It is unthinkable tho.t men who stem from a Polestinioo orc;o.nization \"lhich 
is _1¥enounced a.s fo.scist by the Pclestinian lo.bor federation, should musquero.d<.: in 
.America. o.s hu.m::mi to.rions and libernl s when, by devious imsa.vory monnc, their p,".1·on t 
orgn.nizo.tion in Po.J.estine ha.a ondco.vo:i."od to undermine Joy/ish lo.bar, h:is proachud 
o. hnte cnmp~.ign c.guinst the Aro.bs,' n.nd hc.s subjected tho pca.coful Jm·lioh coni,mrity 
of Pa.lost inc to unmori tcd h".Xdshipa during the po.st fc ·.1 months bccnuso of its o\m 
priva.tcly-co:1ductod terror C[)lIT_po.i~• 

Accordingly, I hereby oorvo notice thc.t I do not authorize the uso of my 
n~ by tho Arnorica.n l,ongu.c for o. Froc Pclo...,tino; I dom-md itn withdl·ox1cl from thl) 
11 Proclnmution" D.A.'1d sh~ul not conto:1~nco its use in a:.1y further publicity put out 
by the Lef\gl.lc or any of its sub-divisioris, past or futme; a.rid I have been author
ized by the fcllov,ing of my colleagues in lo.bo1·, \7illinm Gr 'on, President of thu 
Amorican Fod1!ration of Labor, R. J. Thomas, President, U.A.W., C.I.O., Samuel 
\1olchok, Inturno,tic-nal President, united Rotail Uholosale n.nd Dopo.rtr.1011t Store 
Er.~lcycos of Amorico,, Leo E. George, Prunidcnt, No.tional Fodorntion of :Post Office 
Cl.crko, and Jn.r1ico Mnlcncy, ?resident, Amoi~icon Gln.ss Bottle :Blowers A~sociation, 
to attach thei1 signatures t c this open letter. 

UZ:GLF 

lvi8.X Zaritsky 
f-reoidcnt, Unit0d Hatters, Cap 
and Millinery \7orkers of America 
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Hay 22, 1944 

Ar.ierican League for a Free Palestine 
11 Uest 42nd Street 
Jew York 18, .i;. Y. 

Gentlemen: 

I ~w.s x.1azed to find r;~r signature and the signaturo of other .Au1crica.1-s 
,;:ho represent organized labcr in the Unito<l States :ittachcd to a doc-11m:nt entitled 
t•A Proclamation on tho Moral Rights of th0 Statclo..,s and Pa.lostinio.n Jcvs," issu0d 
under tho impri1£iatur of the American I0at_;Uo for a Froo Palestine. 

Ovor a yca:r ago, tho no 1:;-dofunct Comwi tto0 for a Jv.:ish Arr.tr circulated 
tho abcv.:; poti tion among rup1·osontntivo .Amoricnn ci tizons. As n npokes1'1811 for a 
brarich of At-ne1·icnn labor, I was glad to join ,_-fi th other Americans in urcinc the 
creation of a special military tu:.i t of st··.tele ss vnd Plllestiniru1 Jews. J3ccaU '.3e 
I believed in t·1e right of Jews to participate as Jm!S in this ,w.r against fascint 
aggression, I endorsed tho Proclanu..~tion. 

In doi116 so, hc'.,7Cvor, I relied on the b"OOd faith or' the men r.1ho circulc.tcd 
that petition. Inns not propnrod thon, nor o.m I now prcpo.rud to permit the un
,·,arra.ntod u~e of my signatui·o by o, nur, org:.. .. nizo.tion, tho .Amcric[ll L,Jngu.u for n 
Free Po.lo st inc, \7hich I cnm~ endorse. I con :..;idor the trMsfer of signnture s fror. 
the roster 01 one 0Tgnnizntic.1n to tint of o.nother, for the solo purpose of creatinc 
nn unjustifiaole impresr-ion of strength, to be n liga-~.....ndod, unothic-tl procedure. 

Upon oxcr ininb the various p:unphlets issuod by your or{;nnizo.tion, I find 
tho follo 1.;ini; sto.temon t concerning tho uolf-stylcd 11 Hcbrcw Co1m11i ttoo of ~r.1.tio nl 
Libcrntion11 : 

11 The 5cbrm, Com:11i ttec of Nntionol Liucr~,tion iG not lmorm 
to rq .. "llx_. Its nchiov8men ts ,.u1d ["1,cti vi tioo n.ro. ·vii thin the 
p.:1st throe yon.rs n hDr1dful of i to mcm"!:,oro ini ti ,,,.,t0d, ns 
spoo.1~110nds in the fight for tho survivc . .l of tho Hc.brC\i. 
people, the folloHing organizations in this country: The 
Al:iericcn Friends cf a Jenish Palestine, the Comr.tlttoe for 
n. Jcy/ish Arrey of St.:l.tole □ s and Palestinian Jeun, thu Emor
r;oncy Conference and th0 Emorgcncy Comrni t tee tc Snvc the 
Jcr:Iish People of :Eu.rope ••• mhc Hcbr.£E._ Cc_mrnittco--9_f N::.:-~ti_o.,lli-g_ 
Liberation reprcs, .. mts tho r1~0odom rnov\.j nt ot.Ji.h9 HoJ?!'.9..d. 
1100;,le 9j Eu.rope Md Palcst_iM on whose banner i~J inscribed: 
'Survival and Freedon 1 • .AJ. ::. the o.ctivitieu of tJ.1is rnovemunt 
ai.ld its loadLrsl1ip arc ded.icutod. tC' L!lld mctiv.1tcd by those 
tv,c principles: 1Survivol nnd Freedom•. The Amcricf.lil 
Lon6uc f~r a Froc Pclostino, thorofcro, rocognizud the ~.1.ims 
cf thu Hobror: Crmmi ttcc of Nnti,~ nni Liborntic n a.:1 the only 
lr 6icru. scluti n tc the age-old proulem of the Hebrew pecple. 11 

( ~,~ lli1derl ine s) 

From this crnfusing list of multiple titles, tw clear fact::; appear. Firot, all f 
thoe0. groups• includi1 r; the hir;hly-publicizcd C01rc-ni t too to Save tho Jcwi sh Pooplo 
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of "a handful of seven men" to speak for the Jem. sh people. 

In his strongly-worded letter, Lfir. Zaritsky ref, .rred to the t 1·ansf ·: r of hin 

signature from a document issued by the Comr.1itteo for a Jewish Army to tho Leaguo 1s 

roster, charging the League with "high-handed, unethical procoduro 11 in what ho 

tormcd 11 tho unwarranted use of rev signature by a new organization, the American 

League for a Free Palestine, uhich I cannot endorse." 

Rcforrine to the Hobr m·, Commi ttoo on l\Jational Liberation, he declared: 11 I 

have boon informed by thoroughly reliable oourccs th,').t this n0bulous group of in

dividuals who have misused my signature and thr,t of mnny others, arc a.cturu.ly 

rcprcscntntivos of tho notorious Pnl ostinion Irgun-thc a.nti-l a.bor scourGo of tho 

Pa.lostininn Joni oh community rn1d of tho Hiotadruth, thG Pa.lontino J ewish Fcdor o.tion 

of Labor. The .Alncricn.n lnbor nnvcmcnt has o.lwnys ho.d the deepest ros-pect a nd 

symp~thy for tJ.1e vclio..nt Hista.druth, which speaks for the gre o.t :11:1..jori ty of Pa.1-

estine • s Jewish workers. 

"It is lli1thinl:o.ble thri.t men who stem from n Pru.Gctinian orgruiizo.tion nhich 

is donounceci a.s fo.scist by the Pcle atini[U"1 l abor f edor a.tion, should mncquorndc in 

Amcric[:n ns h'Um'..-.ni tnrinns nnd liborcls, when, by devious unnnvory mcc-ns, their 

pa.rent orgnnizntion in Palestine ho.s endottvorcd to undermine Jewish labor, h n.s 

preached n he.tu c runpnign a.gninst the Aro..b s, nnd ho.s 31.l.bj cc tcd tho poncoful J 0\7i oh 

community of Po.le stino to unmeri tcd hardships duxing the p o.st fon months boco..uso 

of its 0 1.1n privntcly-conductod tci·ror cnmpn.ig;n," ·::r. Zaritsky so.id. 

Tho lottnr of disassociation with the Ai--: erican League for a Free Palestine 

v:as signed by vb.·. Zaritsky, \'/ho further stated: n I have been authorized by the 

folloning of my colleagues in labor, Vlil l iarn Green, President of tho American 

Federation of Labo1·, R. J. Thomas, President, U.A.U .. , C.I.O. • Sar.uel Uolchok, Intel'• 

national Prccidcnt, Uni tod Rutail, rlholosa.lc and Dcpnrtinont Store Em;,10~100s of 

Aln0rica, Leo E. George, President, National Fcdcr0tion of Post Office Clerks, and 

Jnrnus l:hlonoy, President, Amcrica.i-i Glass Bottle :Blowers Associc.tion, to n.ttei.eh 

their signatures to this open letter. 11 (Full text of letter fol l ows) 
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Room 2500 • 
MUrray Hill 3-1881 

245 Fifth Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

FOR Ut:ZED IATE RELEASE ---~---..--•-

NEW YORK LABOR EA.Lcr£S PALESTINE PLEA 

- ... - .. - -
New York -- The Cent rR.l Trades and Labor Council of the City of N8W York• repre

senting 700 tra.de unions o.nd almost a million .Americnn Federation of Labor members , 

on Thursday evening, En.y 25th, pusned a resolution urging the .Arnorican and :British 

GovcrnmentG 11 to bring about tho immodiatu unequivocal repeal of tho ontiro Wl1ito 

Paper r>olicy , 11 w:lich prohibits further Jewish ilm11igra ti0n into Palestine. 

The recolution dornnndod n. now policy for Po.lostine , 11 consistont with the 

trngic noods of the J ewish poople rn1d the magnificent contribution mn.do by tho 

J ewish ··10rkL.:1~s of Palos tine to tho wc.r ..:nfort of tho Uni t od i'Tations. 11 The moo.sure 

DJ.so urt::ed thnt the Jewish people be eiven 11 equnl stntus among the free nn.tions 

of the world in tho interno.tionnl plonning for postwar settlement ,'"'.nd r oho.bilit L',,.. 

tion. 11 

This o.ction of the Centr::l Trri.des nnd Lo.bar Council endorses tho stand 

t cl-con curlier b ~- its parcn t body, the Americnn Federation of Lnbor, \'rhich n.doptcd 

a resolution at its last national ccnve:.1 tion urging full implementn.tion of the 

Balfour Declaration, so tha t II tho hopes ond aspirations of tho Jowiah pco9lc to 

build their own commonwoal th in Po.lcstino bu runlizod. 11 

The session 1:m.s presided over by Thomas Murtha, president of the Council, 

and tho ro,olution wn.s submitted on bohnlf c1f tho Executive Council of tho Ccntrnl 

Trades by Jnmes c. Q;uinn, Secret r ry. 

Fnll text of the resolution fol lows: 

11 ;'.'HERCAS, the tr•.1.gic pernecuticn f the Jewish people during tho past decn.do 

has demonstrn.tod only tern cle[l.rl y the pre ::,sing need for rebuilding Pclestine o.s rm 

(over) 
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asbured Homeland to \'hich hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees may turn for 

perma.ne~1 t rehabilitation a.~d secui·i ty, and 

11 V,MF~AS1 the Jewish Homeland in Palestine, established in 1922 by action of 

tllo League of rations , Groat :Dri tain, and the United States, has been relegated to 

t:;h tto status "by the provisions against Jor:ish immi5rn.tion and land settlement con

tained in the Char.1be1·lain Uhi te Paper of 1939, and 

11 V!3ER3AS1 the Balfour Declaration and tho r/4andate for Palestine, nhich pro

vide for the free cloveloprnent of Je\1ish life and ins ti tut ions in the Je,;dsh National 

Home, hn.ve received the repeated and wholehec1rtcd approval of the .American labor 

r.1ovemen t , c:nd 

11 \".riE:?~S, the k11erican Fodorn.tion of Labor at its national convention in 

3oston, October 19431 passed a r solution ure;ing t:1.~ .... t 11 t ... :e restrictions on Jewish 

imri1igr.1t ion and set tL.,mel1t contained in t .. o Bri ti sl1 'ilhi to Pn.p0r of 1939 be yfi th

drnxm , and that the Bclfour Declnr · tion be so implemented that the hopes nJ1d 

aspire.. tions of· the Jerii sl1 ·,)co·.,1e to build their oYm ccmrncn':Jenl th in P~e s tine be 
~ .L 

:·eru. iz od, 11 tl1crcfore be it 

11 ~SOLV:JJ 1 that t:10 Control Tro.d0~ r'.lld Labor Council of the City of Nm1 York, 

representing over one million norke1·s , subscribes to t:10 nntionoJ. Americo..n Federa

tion of L ... '..bor rcsolutio::i on Pru.ostin0, mid urges our Government and the Governme1.i.t 

of Great Britain to brine; ab0ut the immediate , unequivocal repeal of the entire 

White Pap 1r polic:r. repl~1.cin6 it by a no~v r,olicy i.1hich shall provide for free entry 

of Jews into Palestine - a policy consistent with the tragic needs of the Jewish 

peopl e and the raagnificent contribrticn made by t 1e J i.1ish norkers of Palestine to 

t 10 war effort of the United Nations . Be it fnrth•Jr 

11 BESOLVED1 that this Council asks for tho Jewish poopl0 equal status among 

t:ie free n2.tio~1s of tl1e world in the international vlanning for postwar settlement 

o.nd rchabili tut ion. 11 

-30--
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PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 , I .. V 

--------------------------------

.., 

FOR r~u1~DIATE RELEASE 

46 RARBIS DENOUNCE 11 :r.;EAGUE FOR FREE PALESTINE" 

-- ............ 
New York - Forty-cix American rabbis today protested against the use of their 

names in literature distributed by the American League for a Free Palestine, and 

denounced the League as II a denial of Jewish hi stoi·y and a perversion of tho fundar

mon tn.l concept of tho unity of the Jewish people and of Zionist aims. 11 

In a formal statement the forty-su rabbis pointed out tha.t more than a ye8:J." 

ago they had signed a proclamation which was circulated by the Committee for a 

Jewish Army, but that in a recent booklet published by the .Arnerican Leagu.o for a 

Free Palestine tnc proclamatton is reprinted Gnd their n::uncs listod as endorsers. 

11 This gives the intprossion that thoso tiho cndorsoct tho procl ::\IllD.t ion also endorse 

this new orgru1iz~tion which is nnnounccd o.s another of tho crontions of the sclf

stylccl 'Hebrew Committee of N[l.tionol Liberation, 1 \Those memborship is not nnmed 

and the source of v1hose authoility is u Il\YStery, 11 the rn.bbis 1 stD,tement declarer_. 

11 We hn.ve noted '.1i th growing concern the V[l.l'ious motnmorphoses of this group 

from on0 pn.per orcanizntion to Mother. ~0 rebTet their lack of cooperation with 

the duly constituted Zionist movement and with other nutional Jewish bodies in 

America, as well as their apparent efforts to undermine the very purposes for ~hich 

the American Jmlich Conference \las brought into being. We protest against this use 

of our signatures as a definite and clear-cut distortion of our original intention. 

We demand that om" nane s be withdrawn from this booklet. lwreovcr, ,.,e serve public 

notice that v10 do not authorize the use of our nam0s in any future li terat-u~ ;·1hio:1. 

may be published by the 1Hebre,;; Committee of National Liberation• and its various 

(more) 



.. 

off-,..shoots - those already in existence, such as the Committee for a J0\lish Army, 

the Emergency Committee to Save the Jmrn of Europe and tho Junoricnn Lcaguo for a. 

Free Palestine - and ony that may be created in the future, 11 the statement ca.id. 

The rabbis who issued the stateme~1t a1·e: 

Rabbi .A.::.:i.ron I,,~. Ashinsky, Pittsburgh, Pa., Rabbi Srurruel Ba.sk in, Brooklyn, 

N. Y., R..1.bbi H. :3ernickor, Bronx, N. Y., Chaplain JoBhua ]loch, Nev, Hyde Pa.rl:, N. 

Y., Rc,bb i Jacob J3csniak:, J3rocklyn, M. Y., Rabbi s. Baurer, \7ilkcs-Bo.rre, Pa., 

Rribbi Juexa.ndor J • Bunis tein, New Ycrk, N. Y., Rabbi Abrcl-10.r.1 Burstein, Nov, Yorl:, 

W. Y., Rabbi !.icrdocai Burstein, Knnsas City, 1·io., Rabbi Elias Cho.rry, Phi lndelpio.1 

Pc., 1 Rabbi I£ortimcr J • Cohen, Philadel phia, Pa. 1 Rabbi Nathan Drazin, Bal timoro, 

:-:d., R2bbi Joseph :a. Fa.in, Portland, Oregon , Rabbi Louis Feinberg, Cincinnati I Ohio : 

R:.1.bbi Leen I. Feuer, Toledo, Ohio, Rabbi Jesse Jool FinJ.r.J.0, Ncv,rport Ncus, Va ., 

RL:bbi Theodore Friedman, Jackson HeiGhts. L. I., Rabbi Robert Gordis, Rockaway Park : 

N. Y., Rabbi 1.i>rris A. Gutstein, Chicago, Ill., Rabbi Gustav N. Hausm::u1, Now Yor1:, 

N. Y., Rabbi :.uchael Rigger, Hew York, N. Y. 1 Rabbi Edward Horowitz, Brooklyn, N. 

Y., Rabbi Robert P. Jacobs, Ashevil l e, N. C, 1 Rabbi Jacob H. Kaplan, Mimni ]each, 

Fla., Rabbi H. A. Kc'lplan, Brooklyn, H. Y., Dr. Jacob Katz, :Bronx, N. Y., Rabbi 

Ruuben I:auima.n , Paterson, N. J., Rabbi Julius Kerman, Lorain, Ohio, . Rabbi Jo soph 

Kes sler, A:rv.ernc., L. I., Rabbi s. Joshua Kohn, Brooklyn, N. Y., Rabbi Nathan Kollin, 

Richmond, Va.., Rabbi Solomon L. Levitan, Rock Island, Ill., Rabbi Felix A. Levy, 

Chic8€o, Ill. 1 Rabbi 1.~urico Lyons, St. Louis, Uo. 1 Rabbi liiairius Mn.gne s, J3rooklyn 1 

N. Y., Rabbi Hor:ris David lfa.rgolis, Jacksonville , Flo.., Rabbi i11.'l.X Ecyor, YJ..ushing• 

L. I., Rabbi Duvid Rackme..n, Albany , N. Y. 1 R:::i.bbi Jacob S. Ro.isin, Charleston, S. C .. 

Rabbi l,cX Ruisin 1 Paterson, N. J., Ro.bbi Loon J • Risil:off, :Brooklyn, N. Y .. , Ro.bbi 

Joseph Ii. Rosonb0rg, Norwich, Conn., Iinbbi Sunuul Rosingor, Beaumont, Toxns, 

Rabbi Isrnol J. S:1.rnsohn, Kenosha, Uisc., Rabbi Julius Silborfcld, Nownrk, N. J. 1 

.nn.bbi &.'lll!Uol Yoll::m...-u1, Chicngo, Ill. 

(rnorc; 
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W:BI :OOOKSTA:BER RESIGNS FBOM 

El/lERGENCY COMMI T'IEE TO SA V.£ JEWS OF EUROPE 

............... 

Rabbi Philip D. Bookstaber of Harrisburg, Pa., member of t he Executive 

Committee of the Emergency Committee to Save the Jews of ~urope, today an11ou.ncecI 

his resignation from tho Committ;.3e in an open lett er to Gabriel tlochsl c.. r, oxt.cutfvc 

secretary of the group. 

11 Thor c havo been •.• activi tics orgnnizod under tho direct or indirect 

influence, inspiration and aegis of tho Committee, such as is implied in tho 
' ~ 

1Erabassy,' etc. This latest development has been most enfo urrassing to me persurf'~-

ly anct to the well-established and constituted agencies with and for Pal es tine, 

with which I am in accord• 11 Rabbi Bookstaber said. 

The text of the forty-six rabbis' statement follows: 

11 If.ore than a year ago we were invited to bi ve our endorsement to a 
'Proclamation on the Uoral Rights of the Stateless and Palo stininn Jo\7s I which 
wa F: circulated by the Committee for a Jewish Anny of Sta teless and Pale stinian , 
Jews. 

"In view of the situation then prevailing YTO did giv ouch endorsement, , 
the hopo that by our act we would help arouse public attention to the need of 01. 

brethren in PaJ.I;) stine for a mili to.ry unit of th.oir O\m in tho comnnn st1i.igglo 
against the forces of darkness. 

11 Now comes a ne,,7 development. There has recently come to our attention a 

booklet published by the 1.American Loagu.c for a Free Palestine•, uhich contains 
the 'Proc.lamation on tho YiOral Rit:::hts of tho Stateless and Palestinian Jews• and 
lists our names, n.rnong otho1· s, n.s signatoriE:s. ThiG gives the improssion that 
those ,1ho endorsed the Proclmnution Dlso endorse this nc\·1 orgnni:i:a.tion \1hich is 
c:mnounced as o.nother of the creo.tions of' the self-styled 1Hcbrow Committc of 
Ne.tionru. Libora.tion•, whosu membership is not named and tho source of v,ho so 
nuthority is n 1zy-stcry. 

11 We hD.ve noted \7i th growing concern the vt,rious metamorphoses of this grou~ 
from one pa.per orgru1iio.tion to another. We regret their lnck of coopern. tion y;i t h 
th0 ·duly constituted Zionist rnovornent and with other nntionnl Je,1ish bodies in 
America, ns uell as their apparent efforts to undermine the v ry purposes for whh 
the -~ericnn Jewish Conference wn.s brought into ·oeing, 

11 vVe protest against this use of our signatures as a definite n.nd clea.r---•c, l 
distortion of our orginDl intontion. We dernn.nd thn.t our naroo s be wi thdro.\m from 
this booklet. 11-toreovor, we serve public notice that we do not outhoi·izo tho use 
of our nnmes in any future 11 tora.tu.ro which uny- bo published by the 1H0brm1 Corr.._ 
mi tteo of Nation:JJ. L.1boi-ntion • nnd its various offshoots, - tho sc o.lreo.dy in 
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existence• such as the Committee for a Jewish Army of Stateless and PaJ.entinia.n 
Jews, tho Emert;ency Committee to Save tho Jews of Bt1rope, and tho American Lcaguo 
for a Free Palestine -- and any tha t may be c1·eated in tho future , 

"tic regar d tho announced purpos us of the American League for a Free 
Pale s tine a s a denial of Jowish hi story and a pcrveraion of th\.; fundorountnl con
cept of the unity of the Je;1i sh people and of Zioni ~. t ai rnn. It is n. mi srepre
sen tn.t ion of t~ie cororrru.nity of interest among the Jmlish :people a s n v1hol o with 
r espect to the reccnsti tution o:: Peles tine a s o. Jewish Comr.10~v,0Dl th, It is 
apparently designed to wo o.ken thu authority nnd influence of the Jewish ~ ~ency, 
\"1hich is re cogi.1izod in the lt~n.ndo.to gr o.ntod by the Lcc~guo of M;i,tions to Gr00,t 
Brito.in us tho spokcsrno..n for tho Jews of the \10rld i.n mnttors concornine; tho 
Jc\1ish N:1.tionoJ. Hor.1w. 

11 The Jews of America are urged to give increaned support to the work of 
the recoglized Zionist bodies w:1ich have been and remain effective in s trumentru.i
tios in workinb for tho ideal of Zion rebuilt, 

11 Th.osc of our non-Jewish friends who may desire to hel 1} in fulfillin6 
Je ,;,ish aspirations i n Palestine are urged to affiliate then elve s ni th the 
.Amo:rican Falo stine Committee, under tho che.irrnanshii) of Sena tor Robert F. rr ... .;nur 
of Nc\1 York, Ol, Ylith tr.o Christian Cotmcil on Pnlos tinc, nhich i s l ed by Dr. Ho n 1·; 
A. Atk inson A. Chainnan, D...Yld by Dr. Carl Hcrri1a.nn Vo S t> ao S0crotary, both of ,.,hich 
orgnnitn.tions have amply d(:lmonstrnted their desi1"e to expond their full c st 
energies for the ru storn.tion of t:1e JcY1i sh }fo,tionCl.1 Home. n 

' 
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llmerlcan Jewisll Trade Union Commlttee /or Palestine 

Room 2500 • 245 Fifth Avenue 

New York 16, N. Y. MUrray Hill 3-1881 FOR EZIZASE: 
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Th1JRSDAY, JUi E 1 1 P. :~ 
F.iIDA I J i-E ..., , • :.i. 

PALESTINE LABOR FEDERATION ASSAILS BERGSON GROUP 

- .............. 

CHARGES 11 Lil3ERATION11 COliHTT.EE DECEIVES PtJJ3LIC 

New York - The General Federation of Jewish Labor in Palestine (Histadruth) has 

cabled a denunciation of the 11 usurpatory aspirations of the cornmi ttee of Peter 

Bereson and his friends, n declaring that II this group has absolutely no authority to 

represent the political interests of the Jewish people or the Yishuv (Palestine 

Jewish commu.ni ty), 11 it was di sclo sod today by iiiax Zaritsky• chairman of tho 

.American Je~ish Trade Union Committee for Palestine. 

The Palestine labor federation's cable refers to tho activitieo of a small 

group of young men from Palestine, headed by l{l.l."• Bergson, who h3.ve established a 

nunlbcr of committeen here within the past few years. These committees include tho 

Friends of a Jewish Palestine, the Comnittec for a Jewish Axmy, the Emergency Com-

mittee to Savo the Jorlish People of Europe, the League for a Free Palestine and 

the Hebrew Committee for National Liberation. 

The cable was sent to Mr. Zaritsky and Isidore Nagler, chairllUUl of the 

Administrative Committee of the .American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine, 

ro1d was signed by Goldie lv\)'orson and David Ramez, Secrotaria t of the General Federa

tion of Jc1ish Labor in Palestine. 

Similar denunciations of the Bergson committees have been issued by labor 

leaders in the United States, including illiam Green, president of the American 

Federation of Labor, R. J. Thomas, president of tho U.A.t1. - c.r.o., ~amuel \1olchok1 

international president, United Retail \?holosale and Department Store Employees of 

(moro) 
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America, Leo E. George, president, National Federation of Post Office Clerks and 

James Maloney, president of the American Glass :Bottle Dlo~ers Association. 

~'he text of the Histadrutht s cable follows: 

rr JERUSALEH 

t1 MAX ZARITSKY, CHAIRUAN 
ISIDOBE NAGIER, OHAIRi!lAN .ADMINIS~TIVE COl!IlUT~ 
Al~RIC.i\N JEWISH TRADE UNION COi:tliITTll FOR Pli.LESTINE 
245 FIFTH AV'E.L\fUE 
NEW YORK CITY 

~!i.AY 26, 1944 

JJRUI60RS lll30UT PU:3LIC 1'1.CTIVITY JOO) USOBPATORY :~sPIR.i~TIONS OF THE co~::UTTEE OF PETER 

BERGSON Ji.ND HIS FRIENDS .A:IDNG THE JEWISH 1~ NON-JEWISH PU'BLIC HAVE ~·iOBRIED US FOR 

SOi~ TIME. IUPEBATIVE YOU CIJJARLY UNDERST.AND THAT THIS GROUP Hi"S ABSOLUTELY MO 

AUTHORITY TO REPRESENT THE POLITIC.·Ji INTERESTS OF JE\1ISH PEOPLS OR PALESTINE YISHUV • 

TliIS POLITICAL REPRESENTATION IS VESTED IN TtlE JE\lISH 11.GENCY .:Jm VAAD LEUiU. 

USURPATION OF THIS JJJTHORITY !~ANS UNDEREilUNG \"lHICH IS Pll.RTICULA...P.LY DANGEROUS JtT 

THE PRESENT PERIOD. THIS GROUP WST NOT :BE ALLOUED TO CONTI11UZ TO DECEIVE RT.BLIC 

OPINION JOO> IT IS NiJCESSARY THAT YOU OPEN THE ~l~S OF THOS3 FOLLO~'/IN'G IT IN GOOD 

FAITH, J3UT WHO ARE IGNORANT OF FACTS. 

(SIGNED) EXECUTIVE, P.tJ:JJST IN'E LU30R FillDERAT ION (HIST.tillRUT""n) 

l3Y GOLDIE !(YERSON, 
DAVID ~iiEZ, SECRETARIAT" 
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Room 2500 • 
MUrray Hill 3-1881 

245 Fifth Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

MEW YORK STATE FEDERATIOU OF LA.130R 

FOR Il-Il-1EDWE REtEASE 

CALLS FOR WHITE PAPER REPEAL; SUPPORTS MOVEMENT FOR 

JEWISH COl~-10lJWE.ALTH IN PALESTINE 

Syracuse, N. Y. - Dele~ates to the convention of the New York State Federation of 

Labor, representing one and one-half million workers, tod~ adopted unanimously a 

resolution urging "our Government and tne Government of Great Britain to bring 

about the immediate and unequivocal repeal of the entire White Paper policy, re

placing it with a new policy which shall provide for free entry of Jews into 

Palestine - a policy consistent with the tragic needs of the Jewish people and 

the magnificent contribution made by the Jewish workers of Palestine to the war 

effort of the United Nations." 

The resolution also pledged support for the program of the .American Jewish 

Trade Union Committee for Palestine which was organized "for the purpose of 

crystallizing the sentiment of American labor in behalf of a free and democratic 

Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine." 

Among the nineteen labor leaders who introduced the resolution were Joseph 

Breslau, vice-president of the International Ladies Garment Workers Union; Cha.rles 

Johnson, Jr., president of tho Dockbuilders and Sharers Union; Martin T. Lacy, of 

the District Cowicil, Terunsters Union; Louis Langer, secretary-treasurer of the 

Joint Board, Cloakmakers Union; Louis Lusfrano, president of the Textile Examiners 

and Finishers Union; Thomas Murtha, president of the Central Trades and Labor 

Council of New York City; Otto Pattbe~g, of the Bartenders Union; Alfred Peabody, 

of the District Council, Machinists Union; James c. Quinn, secretary of the Central 

(more) 
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~rades and Labor Council of New York City; David Siegel, P,rosident of the Hotel and 

Restaurant Workers Joint :Board; Abe Snyder, mano.ger of Local 32, ILGWU; Jamos 

Sweeney.of the Hotel and Restaurant Trades, and William Wolpert, secretary.-treasurer 

of the United Hebrew Trades. 

The text of the resolution follows: 

"WHEBEAS, the tragic persecution of the Jewish people during the past decade 
has demonstrated only too clearly the pressing need for rebuilding Falestine as an 
assured Homeland to which hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees may turn for 
permanent rehabilitation o.nd security, and 

"WBEBEAS, the Jewish Homeland in Pru.estine, established in 1922 by action of 
the League of Nations, Great ~ritain, and the United States, has been relegated to 
ghetto status by the provisions ~ainet Jewish immigration and land settlement con
tained in the Chamberlain White Paper of 1939, and 

11WHEBUS, the Ealfour Declaration and the Mandato for Palestine, which 
provide for the free development of Jewish life and institutions in the Jewish 
National Hane, havo received the repeated nnd whole-hearted approval of the American 
labor movement, and 

"WHEREAS, the Americnn Federation of Labor at its national convention in 
Boston, October 1943, passed a resolution urging that 'the restrictions on Jewish 
immigration and settlement contained in the British White Paper of 1939 be withdrawn, 
nnd thct the Ealfour Declaration be so implemented that the hopes and aspirations 
of the Jewish poople to build their own Commonwealth in Palestine be realized, 1 and 

"WHE!UlAS, we have observed with pride the splendid role pleyed by the 
organized workers of Palestine in the upbuild.ing of their land, and the excellent 
record of the Hiatadruth, the Federation of Labor in Palestine, in dofonding the 
gatewey to the East against the Nazis, therefore, be ,it 

"BESOLVED. that we, the undersigned, subscribe to the American Federation of 
Labor resolution on Palestine, and urge our Government and the Government of Great 
Britain to bring about the immediate and unequivocal repeal of the entire White 
Paper policy, replacing it with a new policy which shall provide for free entry of 
Jews into Palestine - a policy consistent with the tro.gic needs of the Jewish 
-people and the magnificent contribution made by the Jewish workers of Palestine 
to the war. effort of the United Nations. Be it further 

"BESOLVED, that we apProve the program of the American Jewish Trade Union 
Committee for Palestine, organized by our fellow Jewish workers for the purpose of 
cr.rstallizing the sentiment of .American labor in behalf of a free and democratic 
Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine, and herewith affix our signatures as sponsors of 
said Committee, pledged to its support and the carrying out of its program." 

fl03 - 8/23/44 
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245 Fifth Avenue 
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FOR I..IMED IA'.i:~ R..-SLEASE 

ZARITSKY HAILS NEW YORK STATE c.r.0 1s S~AND ON PALESTINE 

SAYS PALESTINE IS ONLY REAL SOLUTION TO JEWISH PROBLEM 

New York -- Hailing the Palestine resolution adopted by the recent convention of 

the C~I.O . Industrial Council of the Stat e of New York as 11 another i mportant 

manifestation of American l aoo~ · s demand th~t full justice be done to the J ewish 

people, 11 ~ax Zar itsky, chai1~man of the .American Jewish Trade Union Committee for 

Palestine , declared today that II only through the opening of Palestine 1 s doors to 

unrestricted Jewish immigration and the establishment there of a free and demo

cratic Jewish Commonwealth can the United 1 ations r each the core of the Jewish 

problem and do away with the basic cause of anti-Semitism - tho minority status 

of the Jew." 

The C.I.O. convention, representing 1,000,000 workers in the state of !ew 

York, called for "the immediate redress of the great wrong committed against the 

Jewish poople, 11 and urged upon tho government of Great Britai n 11 the unequivocal 

removal o~ tho lfuito Paper policy, and the full implementation of the B~lfour 

Declaration towards the ultimate establishment of a Palestini ~n Jewish National 

Home in accordance with the pr:in ci;iles of democratic action. 11 

The text of the resolution follows: 

"WHEREAS: 1. The soil of Europe is soakec! with the blood of Je ·rish dead. 

They hnve been killed in the ghettos; th ey have been killed in the fields and in 

special cxterminntion Cllmps such "..S Lublin. Todn.y, as the Nazi hordes nre being 

beaten back into Germany, their first victins, as always, are defenseless Jews -

men, women and children. 
(r.iore) 
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"2. It is imperative that every possible ncasuro be taken to roscuo those 

victims of Nazi brutality. 

11 3. Justice demands the immediate abrogati on of the 'White Paper, which bnrs 

further immigration into Palostinc, and tho reconstitution of that country as a 

free end democratic homeland for the Jewish people. 

114. It is a travesty upon elenentary justice and hur.mni ty to close the door 

to an important avenue of escape for the hapless Jews who still rehlain alive. As 

we wait, as we debate, they are still being killed. 

115. We wholeheartedly endo~se the st o..nd of the CIO, which in a r esolution 

adopted unanimously at its national convention in Philadelphi a l ~s t Novenbcr, urged 

tho abrogati on of tho Chanborlain White Pnpor, declaring it t o bo 11 discrir.1inatory, 

unfnir, unjust nnd a hindrance t o tho wnr effort. 

11 6. We add our voice to those a illions of other Arlericnns of every f n.i th who 

demand that the remnants of the Jewish people be saved from complete destruction at 

the hands of our common enemy. 

":RESOLVED: that the OIO Industrial Union Council of the State of l ew York: 

"l. Strongly urges upon the American and British governri.0nts that steps be 

taken to effect tho immediato roscuo of Jews in A.xie dominated countries by oponing 

tho gates of the United Nations to receive them. 

11 2. Calls for the immediate redress of the great wrong committed against the 

Jewish people, and urges upon the government of Great Britain the unequivocal 

removal of the White Paper policy, and the full implementation of tho Balfour 

Declaration t ·owards the ultimate establishment of a Pnlostinian Jewish National 

Homo in accordn.noe with tho principlos of democratic action." 

-30-
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FOR IUMEDIATE RELEASE 

OHIO STATE FEDERATION OF LABOR DEMANDS 

NHITE PAPER REPEAL AND SUPPORTS MOVEMENT FOR 

JEWISH COMMONWr..ALTH IN PALESTINE 

- - - - - - ..,. 

Columbus, Ohio - The Ohio State Federation of Labor, meeting here, yesterday 

adopted a resolution calling on "our Government and the Government of Great Brit air. 

to bring about the immediate and unequivocal repeal of the entire White Paper 

policy, replacing it with a new policy which shall provide for free entry of Jews 

into Palestine - a policy consis~ent with the tragic needs of tho Jewish people 

and the magnificent contribution made by tho J ewish workers of Palestine to tho 

war effort of the Uni tod Nations." 

Tho resolution also pledged support for tho program of tho American Jewish 

Trade Union Committee for'Palestine which was organized "for the purpose of 

crystallizing the sentiment of American labor in behalf of a free and democratic 

Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. 11 

A si!Ililar resolution was adopted last month by the New York State Federa,.. 

tion of Labor and two weeks ago by the C.I.O. Industrial Council of the State of 

New York. 

The text of the resolution follows: 

"WHEB.EAS, the tragic persecution of the Jewish people during the past 
decade hns demonstrated only too clearly tho pressing need for rebuilding Pales
tine as an assured Homeland to which hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees may 
turn for permanent rehabilitation and security, and 

(more) 
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11 WHEF.EAS, the Jewish Homeland in Palestine, ostablishcd in 1922 by action of 
the League of Nations, Great Britain, and tho Uni tcd States, has boon r olcgo-tcd to 
ghetto status by the provisions against Jewish immigration and land scttlomont 
contained in tho Chamberlain White Paper of 1939, and 

"WHEREAS, the Balfour Declaration anc. the Mandate for Palestine, which 
provide for the free development of Jewish life and institutions in the Jewish 
National Home, have received the repeated and whole-hearted approval of tho 
American labor movement, and 

"WHEBEAS, the American Federation of Labor at its national convention in 
Boston, October 1943. passed a resolution urging that 'the restrictions on Jewish 
immigration and settlement contained in the British White Paper of 1939 be with
drawn, and that the Balfour Declaration be so implemented that the hop)s and 
aspirations of the Jewish people to build their own Commonwealth i.n Palestine be 
realized,' and 

"WBEBE.AS, we have obscrv:cd with pride tho splendid rolo played by tho 
organized workers of Palestine in the upbuilding of their land, a.~d the excellent 
record of Histadru.th, the Federation of Labor in Palestine, in defending the gate
way to the East against the Nazis, therefore, be it 

"RESOLVED, that we, the ·undersigned, subscribe to the American Federation of 
Labor resolution on Palestine, and urge our Government and tho Government of Great 
Britain to bring about the im.1"'.lediato and un-oqui vocal repeal of the entire Whi t o 
Paper policy, replacing it with a now policy which shall provide for free entry of 
Jews into Pnlestine -- a policy consistent with tho tragic noods of tho Jewish 
people and the magnificent contribution made by the Jewish workers of Palestine 
to the war effort of the United Nations. Be it further 

"RESOLVED, that we approve the program of the American Jewish Trade Union 
Cor.nnittee for Palestine, organized by our fellow Jewish workers for tho purpose of 
crystallizing the sentiment of American labor in behalf of a free and donocratic 
Jewish Oor:lI!lonwealth in Palestine, and herewith affix our signatures as sponsors of 
said Cornnittce, pledged to its support and the carrying out of its prograr.t. 11 

-30-
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FOR IMiJgi;DIATE ,RELEASE 

NEW JERSEY STATE FEDERATION OF LABOR ENDORSES 

JEW I SH COlv1MON JEALTH 

.... - - ....... 

MAYOR MURPHY co~~NDED FOR PRO-PALESTINE EFFORTS 

New York - The Nen Jersey State Federation of Labor has u.n.animously ad.opted a 

resolution endorsing the II aspirations of the Jewish people to build their own 

Go.mmanweaJ.th in Palestine, 11 it was announced today by Max Zaritsky, chairman of 

the American Je"11ioh Trade Union Committee for Palestine. 

The resol"'-lt:.on urges i10L1.t' Go e:r:-:::iment and the Government of Great Britain 

to bring about the im..rnc-diate an ,i 'ljneqJ i y o cal repeal of the en tire White Paper 

policy~ rep::.acing it wit.ha uew ~~L:i.cy which shall provide for free entry of Jews 

into :P.~1Gstine -~- a poljcy co:{.LSJ.siant with the tragic needs of the Jeviish people 

and the magnificent con"tr1bu tio:i.1 made by the Jewish workers of Palestine to the 

war effort of the United Nations," 

The resol 1.1~ -~ on also exp~·esses appro,al of the program of the American Jewish 

T.rad.e TJai,m ~or.mn. t;t8'3 .f--:r Pa~.estin~ and p~.edges support to the Committee. which was 

OJ:ga1n.zed 1·for thu purpose of ery.~rt;.J.1lizing the sentiment of American labor in be

half of a free and democratic Jevd sh Commonweal th in Palestine." 

Commendation for the pro~Palestine efforts of its secretary-treasurer, 

Mayor Vincent J. Murphy of Newark, is also included in the resolution, Hhich urges 

the t Mayor Murphy 11be encouraged in his voluntary services to the Palestine irove .. 

ment. 11 

(more) 
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The text of the resolution foll0'\1s: 

11 1iHEBE.A.S, our parent body, the American Federation of Labor, has consistently 

affirmed its whole-hearted interest in the rebuilding of a Jewish National Hom in 

Palestine; and 

11 \VHEREAS, we of the New Jersey State Federation of Labor ha"IJ'e repeatedly 

emphasized our sympathetic interest in these aspirations; and 

11 ~~HEREAS, tragic circumstances of the wax have proven con.,.,.incingly and 

unq_ualifiedly the urgent need for rebuilding Palestine as an assured Homeland to 

which Jewish refugees may turn for security and rehabilitation of a permanent 

character; and 

11 HEREAS, the American Federation of Labor at its national convention in 

:Boston, October, 1943, passed a resolution urging that 'the restrictions on Jewish 

immigration and settlement contained in the British White Paper of 1939 be with

drawn, and that the .Balfour Declaration be so implemented that the hopes and 

aspirations of the Jewish people to build their own Commonweal th in Palestine be 

realized·t and t 

11 WllliRE.A.S, we have ob served with pride the splendid role played by the 

organized workers of Palestine in the upbuilding of iheir land, and the excellent 

record of Histadruth, the Federation of Labor in Palestine, in defending the gate

way to the East against the Nazis, 

11THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED that we, the undersigned, subscribe to the Americ;an 

Federation of Labor resolution on Palestine, and urge our Government and the Govern

ment of Great Britain to bring about the immediate and unequivocal repeal of the 

entire Vfuite Pa.per policy, replacing it with a new policy which shall provide for 

free entry of Jews into Palestine - a policy consistent with the tragic needs of 

the Jewish people and the magnificent ~ontribution made by the Jewish workers of 

Palestine to the war effort of the United Nations, and 

(more) 
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"BE IT FURTHillR RESOLVED, that \7e approve the program of the .American Je ·lish 

Trade Union Committee for Palestine, organized by our fellow Jewish workers for the 

purpose of crystallizing the sentiment of Ameriean labor in behalf of a free and 

democratic Je~ish Commonwealth in Palestine, and herewith affix our signatures as 

sponsors of said Committee, pledged to its support and the carrying out of its 

program, and 

"FURTHER RESOLVED, that we delegates to the 66th Annual Convention of the 

Ne~ Jersey State Federation of Labor do commend the efforts of our Brother, 

secretary-Treasurbr. Vincent J. Murphy, who in this eapacity and also as Mayor 

of the City of Newark, has du.ring the past year, cooperated effectively with Zion~ 

ist leaders throughout the nation in seeking to ease the problems which have arisen 

and whose efforts in this regard.and also as an honorary vice chairman of the 

.American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine,haTe won deserved recognition. 

We regard this measure of esteem as a ~reditable reflection upon the Federation 

and herewith resolve that Brother Murphy be encouraged in his voluntary serviees 

to the ~alestine movement, and 

11 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that copies o! this resolution be sent to the 

JJuerican Federation of Labor, the ,Ameriean Jewish Trade Union Committee and the 

.American Zionist Emergency Council, with every h0pe that the ensuing year will see 

a marked Change in dovelopments that will augur well for the future of the Jewish 

Commonweal th. 11 

-30--
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NEW JERSEY STA'l!E c.r.o. ENDORSES JEWISH COMMONWEALTH 

............. - .. 
DEVI.ANDS 11 UNEQ,UIVOCAL BEI'o()VAL OF WHITE PAPER POLICY" 

... - - - ... ~ 

New York -- The New Jersey State Council, C.I.O., has unanimously adopted a resolu

tion calling for the "establishment of a Palestinian Jewish Commonweal th in accord

ance with the principles of democratic action, 11 and condermling the Chamberlain 

White Paper of 1939 as "threatening not only the existonco of the Jewish Homeland. 

but the very lives of hundreds of thousands of homeless Jewish refueees in Europe." 

This was announced today by Max Zaritsky, chairman of the American Jewish Trade 

Union Committee for Palestine. 

The resolution domands "the immediate redress of the great wrong 

committed against the Jewish people," and urges upon the government of Great 

~ritain 11 the unequivocal removal of the White Paper policy, and the full imple

mentation of the Balfour Declaration. 11 It al so oxprc.:s s0 s approval nnd support for 

the program of tho American Jewish Trade Union Comrni tteo for Pnlostinc, which wo.s 

organized II for the purpose of crystallizing the sentiment of Amoricr.ui labor in 

behalf of a free, dc..mocratic Jewish Ccmmonwealth in Falc tine. rt 

Tho text of tho resolution follows: 

"WHEF.EAS, the de~isions reached by the leaders of th{J United Nations providE: 
for the self-dete:rmination, the independence and the sheer physical survival of all 
peoples, greiat and small, and 

11 WHEREASg tie ,Jewish peoplel' who for the past decade have been porsocuted 
and murd0red by the fascist butchers, received in tho years following the last war 
pledges from Great Britain, the Le e o.f Nations, and the Uni tod States, for the 
recreation of Palostino, as the national homeland of the Jewish people, which 

(more) 



pledges were incorporated in the Balfour Deolaration, the Mandate for Palestine, 
and the Anglo-American Convention of 1924, and • 

"V.'HERE.A.S, 550,000 Palestinian Jews have demonstrated their unflagging 
devotion to the democratic ca.use, accelerated the production of vitnl wa1· matericls, 
and sent their mn.npower into the nrmcd forces, tho field, and the factories to help 
speed the victory of the United Nations. and 

11 WHERE.AS, the Chamberlain White Paper of 1939, which was denou.nc ed in a 
resolution passed by the 194~3 convention of the Congress of Industrial Organizations 
as 'discriminatory, unfair, unjust and a hindrance to tht;: war effort, 1 and which 
utterly disregards the plodgos to the Jewish people, now prohibits further Jewish 
immigration into tho Jewish National Home and curtails land sales to Jewish colon
ists. thereby throatening not only th0 existonce of tho Jewish homeland, but the 
very lives of hund.l·eds of thousands of homeless Jewish ref'Ul;ees in Europe, thcro
foro be it 

11RESOLVED thn.t the CIO Industrial Union Council of the Stnte of Now Jersey 
strongly urges upon th· American and British goTcrnments that steps be taken to 
effect the immedio.t0 rescue of Jews in Axis dominated countries, ond be it further 

11BESOLVED that we call for the immediate redress of the great wrong committed 
against the Jewish people, and urge upon the government of Great Britain the 
unequivocal removal of the White Paper policy, and tho full implementation of 
the Balfour Declaration towards tho ultimate ostablishnDnt of a Pnle st inia.n Jcwi sh 
Commonweal th in accordance with the p1·inciplos of democratic action, and bo it 
further 

"RESOLVED that we npprovo the progrnm of the American Jewish Trade Union 
Committee for Pale otine, organized by our follow Jewish workers for the purpose 
of crystallizing the sentiment of .American Labor in behalf of a free, democratic 
Jewish commonwealth in Palestine, and herewith nffix our signatures as sponsors 
of said Committee, pledged to its support and the carrying out of its progrnm. 11 

--30--
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NIMETY FEDERATED LABOR GROUPS SUPPORT 

JEWISH PALESTnm 

FOR n ( :EDIAT:.:: R.:7:&\SE 

New York -- Ninety Federe.ted Labor grours in 28 states have ndopted resoluti.ons 

a_emand.ing the iminediP..te rorieal of the White Paper ::,olicy for Palestine and onc.ors

ing the i:ro[;ram of the Amo:..·icc.n Jewish Trade Union Corimi ttec for Palestine , ,-,hich 

was organi7,ect fifer the purpos,1 of er stD.lllzing tho sentiment of AMoricc:.n L tbor 

in behalf of a free find c1..emocratj_c Jewis!1 Comr.10nwea.lth in Pale:.stlne ," This wn.c 

announced. today b:," II.rue Zari tr,1-:y, cho.irn•,,n of the Oommi ttee. 

Er. Zari ts!~r a.lso C:isclosed that more thf'n 1,000 officers of those groups 

have agrf)ed to act as s·non:,o r s of the American Jewish Trade Union Committee for 

Palestine and are " pledeed to :..t8 s-:1rsport cmd to the carryi"1~ out of its proc;rar1. 11 

Em:phasizing that t~1e .Ame j ca Federation of Labor, at its lust nati.onal 

convention, urged t:1at 't~e restrictions on Jewish immir,ration and settlement 

containoc in the Britis:1 ·wi.nito PaJJor of 1939 bC' withdrawn, E!.nd that the l3f.l.lfoiir 

Docln.ration be so implom0ntc-d that thC' hopes ruid asJ1iro.ti ons of tho Jewish :) 0 ·1 lo 

to build their om Commonwealth in l' r:,lostino b e realized ," the resolutions Cl',11 

for , r.1.cu poli.cy for Pf',lr.stinc .rhi ch will bo "consistent with th<"' tr.::.t;ic nc:-cs of 

the Jewish people and the magnificent contribution mad~ b;r the Jewish workers of 

Palestine to the war effort of tho United l~a.tions." 

--30--
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FOR IMMEDIATE BELE.~E 

CIC C.ALLS FOR PASSAGE OF PALESTINE F.ESOLUTIONS 

l'ENDIN G IN CONGBESS 

URGES ESTABLISHMElrr OF JEWISH COI,IMONWEALTH 

Chicago -- The CIO Convention today urged Congress to pass the pending Palestine 

resolutions (H.R. 418 - 419 and S.R. 247) which call for unrestricted Jewish 

immigration into Palestine and the reconstitution of that country as a free and 

democratic Jewish Commonwealth. This was announced today by Irving Abramson, 

state chairman, CIO of New Jersey, who introduced t:1e resolution on Palestine at 

the convention. 

Demanding that "steps be taken to effect the immediate rescue of Jews in 

Axis-dominated countrios, 11 the CIO resolution urged upon :Britain fltho unequj_vocal 

removal of the White Paper policy, and the full implementation of the Balfour 

Declaration towards the ultimate establishment of a Palestinie.n Jewish Common

wealth in accord~nce with the principles of democratic action." 

Tho resolution endorsed the 11 expressions of support for Jewish rights in 

Palestine which have come during the past year from leaders in all walks of life 

in the United States, the most notable of which were tho stirring and historic 

declaration of tho President of the United States giving his complete endorsement 

of the movement to reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Common

wealth, and the forthright and unequivocal declarations in supPort of Jewish 

aspirations in Palestine adopted by both the Democratic and Republican parties 

and included in their platfonns," 

(more) 
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, A pledge of support for the program of the American Jewish Trade U~ion 

Co~mittee for Palestine was also included in the resolution. 

The text of the resolution follows: 

"WH:Ero}AS, the decisions reo.ched by the leaders of the Uni t cd 1 ati ons ·,n·ovi.dc 
for the self-determination, the independence and the physical survival of ~11 
peoples, great and small, and 

"WHEREAS, the Jewish people, who for mo re than n. .decade h:ive benn ~i nr,led 
out for persecution and murder by the fascist butchers, received in the years 
following the lest war pledges from Great Britain. the Lcnguo of i ~tions, ~nd 
the United States, for the recreation of Pnlestine as the National Honeland of 
the Jewish people, which pledges ·,,ere incorporr'.ted in tho :So.lfour J'loclr\.rcttion, 
the U,mdate for P~.lestine, and the Anglo-American Convention of 1924, and 

"WE:ElBEAS, tho 550,000 Jews of Palestine have demonstrated their unfln~eing 
devotion .to the democratic cause, have accelerated the p~oduction of vital war 
materials, and have sent their manpower into the armed forces and tho f actorics 
to help spoeu tho victory of the United Nations, end 

"WHEBEAS, the Chamberlain White Paper of 1939, which wus denounced in a 
resolution passed by the 1~43 convention of the Congress of Industrial Or~ani
zations as 1c.iscriminatory, unfair, un"iust and a hindrance to the wur effort, 1 

and which utterly disregards the pledges mudc to the Jewish people, now prohibits 
further Jewish immigration into the Jewi~h 1:ationvl Home and curtails land sales 
to Jewish colonist s , thereby threatening not only the existence of the Jewish 
Ho~ela.nd, but the very lives of hundreds of thousands of homeless Jewish refugees 
in Europe, therefore be it 

"RESOLVED,that the Congress of Industrial Organizations, meeting in Nationc;.l 
Convention in the city of Chicago, strongly urges that steps be taken to effect 
the immediate rescue of Jews in Axis-d.ominn.ted countries, o.nd be it further 

"RESOLVED,that we join most heartily in the expressions of support for 
Jewish rights in PP.lestine which hn.ve come durin-"' the past year from lePders in 
all wn.lks of life in the United States, the most notable of which were tho stirring 
and historic declar~tion of the President of the United States giving his complete 
endorsement of tho movement to roconsti tute Palestine as a free raid de!TlocrE~tic 
Jewish Commonwealth, and the forthright mid unequivocal cl.eclura.tions in support 
of Jewish aspirations in Palestine adopted by both the Democratic and Ropublico.n 
Parties ~..nd included in their platforms, and be it further 

"RESOLVED, that we call upon the Congress of the United States to adopt the 
Palestine Resolutions (R.R. 418-419 and S.R. 247) now pending before it, thuo giv
ing positive expression to the will of tte people of our nation, an~ be it further 

"RESOLVED,that we call for the immediate redress of the great wrong com
mitted against the Jewish people, and urge upon the Government of Great J3ri taln the 
unequivocci remov~: of the White Paper policy, and the full iMplcmontation of the 
:Balfour Declarati:m towards the ultimate establishment of a Palestinian Jewish 
Commonwealth in ~ccordD.nce with the principles of de~ocratic action, and be it 
further 

"RESOLVED, that we approYe the program of the Amoricnn Jewish Trade Union 
Committee for Palestine, organized by our fellow Jewish workers for tho purpose of 
cryst ~llizing the sentiments of American Labor in behalf of a free, democratic 
Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine, and herewith affix our signatures as sponsors of 
said Committee, pledged to its support and the carrying out of its program." 

1123 - 11/22/44 ~-30--



TEXT OF RESOLUTION ON PALESTINE UNANIMOUSLY 
ADOPTED l3Y 1'HE CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN 

FEDERATION OF LAJ30R, NOVlMl3ER 30, 1944. 

"WHEREAS, The inhuman slaughter of European Jewry continues unabated, and 
the Nazis -- intent upon completing their program to annihilate the Jewish peoi,le ·
are devising new and more horrible methods of mass murder. The docUr:'lented r eports 
of the tmparalleled crimes committed in the death camps of Mn.icia.nok, Oswiecin and 
Treblinka, in the ghettos of Poland, in the market places of Rumania and Hun~ary, 
have outraged civilized humanity. To date, approximately 4,000,000 innocent Jewish 
men, women and children have suffered horrible death by shooting, asphyxiation, 
starvation, strangulation and fire, and 

"WHEREAS, We are determined that those Jews who have survived tho holocaust 
shall be rescued and rehabilitated by the United Nations, and are equally de
termined that such rescue and rehabilitation shall conform to the particular needs 
and problems of uprooted European Jewry, and 

"'WHEREAS, Decisions affecting the future of the homeless Jews of Europe are 
being made daily by international agencies, such as tho United Nations kolief and 
Rehabilitation Administration and the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees, 
agencies which derive their authority from the peoples of the United Nations, and 

"WHEREAS, The people of the United States h,,.ve demonstrated their whole
hearted sympathy with the plight of Euror,c's Jews and have expressed America's 
determination to bring about a just solution of this most pressing of human prob
lems -- a solution which will take into account the real needs and desires of the 
Jewish people. During the past year the American people hn.ve called for the ful
fillment of the ~ledge contained in the Balfour Declaration. An overwhelming 
majority of our people desire the opening of Palestine 1s doors to unrestricted Jew
ish immigration and colonization, and the re-establishment of Pnlestino as a free 
and democratic Jewish CoMMonwealth. These sentiments have been voiced through the 
forthright Palestine planks included in tho platforms of both major political par
ties, and through the notable statements endorsing Jewish aspirations in Palestine 
made by a large majority of the membership of both Houses of Congress, and 

"WHEREAS, The President of the United States, in !"I. historic declaration 
made on October 15th, 1944, re-affinned our country's traditional policy of support 
for tho Jm·rish National Home in tho following words, 1 I know how long ru1d ardent
ly the Jewish people have worked and prayed for the establishment of Palestine as 
a free and democratic Jewish Oo.::unonwealth. I am convinced that tho American people 
eivc their support to this aim and if ro-olcctod I shall help to bring about its 
realizn.tion,' and 

"WHE.F.EAS, Tho American Federation of Labor has followed a policy of staunch 
and u.,wnvcring friendship for Jewish Palestine and has throughout the years suppo~ 
ed tho Jewish National Home and admired tho magnificent accomplishment of Palestine. 
Jewry, and 

"WHE.REA.S, The American Federation of Labor has alwqs au.cl deep respect for 
and a feeling of kinship with the Histadruth, the General Federation of Labor in 
Palestine, and has during the past year supported the proerrun so admirably carried 
out by the American Jewish Tra.de Union Committee for Palestine, and 



.. . . 

"WHEREAS, Jewish Palestine has demonstrated its willingness and its 

ability to rchP.bili ta.to Europe I s persecuted Jews and has, decpi te tho Chn,mborlain 

White Fapor of 1939 nnd other obstacles, fouEht the war a~~inst the com~on cno□y 
with r.lmost unpnr: .. lloled devotion to the democratic ca.use, and 

11 'WHE.REAS, Resolutions, reflecting America 1 s conviction that at long lo.st 

justice must be done to the long suffering Jewish people,· have boon introduced in

to both Houses of Congress: These bi-p~rtisan measures (HR 418-419 ond GR 247) 

call for the free entry of JO\rn into Pri,lestinc ~nd full oyiportunity for coloniza

tion, so that tho Jewish poot1l0 may ultim.:.Ltely reconstitute Pf-.lostino as CL .free 

and. domocr'J.ti c Jowi sh Commonweal th, and 

iq·JllEREAS, The Secretc-,ry of War hr·.s recently c.nnounccd thn.t no mili tnry 

reasons stand in tho ,-ay of action on tho PalC:stine resolutions, therefore, be it 

"RESOLVED, That tho Amorico.n Federation of Ln.bor, in convention assembled, 

urges the; pnssago at the earliest possi blo mol"'1cnt of tho pendin6 P,J.cstino ro::;olu

tions, .:,.nd, be it further 

"RESOLVED. That the American Fec1.er2,tion of Lr .. bor calls for the reconsti tu

t ion of '.Pr,lcstino as 0- free nnd democratic Jewish Comr.1on'.vealth and urges u:ron the 

Government of tho Uni tod States to tu.kc speedy rt..rid defini to action on tho Pr;..los-

t ine q_uostion -- rsction which will be in conforrdty with tho historic, but o.s yet 

unfulfilled, pled6cs made to the Jewish people, and with the })rocoTit Y:oods of the 

persecuted Jo,,,s of EuroJ)c. 11 



• 

Room 2500 • 
MUrray Hill 3-1881 

245 Fifth Avenue 

New York 16, N. Y. 
.FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -

WILLIAM GREEN TO CALL ON ROOSEVELT TO IMPLEMENT PALESTINE PLEDGE 

............. ~ ... 

Z.ARITSKY URGES CONGRESS TO ACT NOW 

........ _. - ...... 

New York -- Congress was urged to act speedily and favorably on the Palestine 

resolution (HR 418-419) which was approved this week by the House Committee on 

Foreign Affairs, in a statement issued today by Wax Zaritsky, president of the 

United Hatters, Cap and Millinery Workers International Union, who introdueed 

the resolution on Palestine which was unanimously adopted by the Convention of 

the .Ainerican Federation of Labor. 

Mr. Zaritsky emphasized that the A.F. of L. Convention adopted a speoial 

committee report instructing its president• William Green, 11 to call upon the 

President of the United St~tos to use his good offices to the end that the 

declaration ma.de concerning the establishment of Palestine as a free and temo

cratic Jewish comconwealth be implemented, the pledges made be fulfilled, and 

the Governi:r..ent of the United States assume its share of responsibility in the 

carrying out of the pledges and as~-urances given. 11 

This action by the A.F. of L. will reeeive the hearty endorsement of the 

Ameriean people, Mr. Zaritsky declared. He added: 11 \Ye have every eonfiden~e 

that President Roosevelt will take whatever steps a.re necessary to effectuate 

•he noble sentiments contained in his own great statement of October 15th, in 

the Amerioan Federation of Labor resolution. and in the Wright-Compton and ijagner

Taft resolutions on Palestine. The American people have voiced their determi~atioA 

to end Jewish suffering and homelessness. They now look to Congress for effecti•e 

action." 
( 1t0r e) 
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Y~. Zaritsky also pointed out that the A.F. of L. resolution on Pale stine 

is 11 more than a reaffirmation of the Federation I s traditional policy of support 

for Jewish aspirations in Palestine, or a declaration of sympathy with the plight 

of Europe's oppressed Jew.s. In clear and unmistakable terms, it calls for speedy 

and favorable action by Congress on the pending Palestine resolutions, HR 418 and 

419 and SR 247. lfow that the House Commit tee on Foreign Affairs has approved the 

Palestine resolution, there can be no deterrent to the early passage of this 

measure 1 which is a matter of life and death for the Jewish people, 11 he said. 

The text of the A.F. of L. resolution on Palestine is attached. 

--30--

1,127 - 12/1/44 




