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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Emergency Committees Dt1le 

Harry L. Shapiro 

January 19, 1944 

l. Within a week or ten days the Congressional Resolution will be submitted 
to the Congress of the United Statese Please be prepared to take action on 
quick notice. We will indicate to you whether you should comnunicate directly 
with the Washington office, whlch is headed by Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, or with 
the New York office. 

2. In a previous memorandum we referred to a letter-writing campaign. With­
in a few days you will receive sample letters which you may wish to use. We 
will indicate to you when these letters should be sent so that during a con­
centrated period letters from all over the country will pour into Washington. 

** 3. If Y.ou have not taken action with reference to the .Aroorican Palestine 
Commit tee meeting in Washington for Fobruary 24th.a. may ,,e hear from you 
immediately on this subject? 

4. Most of the Emergency Conunittees have conferred with their Congressmen 
and Senators but there are a few comwittees which are lagging. If yours is 
one of these, won 1t you do your utmost to take immediate action and advise 
us accordingly? 

5. There is still time for organizationsto adopt resolutions. Please carry 
on this program until you have completed the coverage of every organization 
in your community. 

HLS:SH 

•• This item does not concern those cornnnmities which do not have American 
Palestine Committee members. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local lmergene7 Committees D,11eJtmuar1 31, 1944 

_ Ff'om Harey L. Shapiro 

By now you know that the Palestine Resolution has been introduced in Congress. 

In order that we may be able to apply maximum pressu.re in the right places. it 
is necessary that we know the numerical backing which we have. To date_ most 
of the commu.nities have had resolutions passed and sent to the State Department, 
the President, their Congressmen, their Senators, etc. In ioost instances, com­
munities sent copies of the resolutions to our office but in many cases this 
was not done. 

Will you please make a recapitulation of the nuni,er of resolutions which were 
sent by the organizations in your commnity mid try to give us the approximate 
number of members these organizations represent? 

We should like to indicate to important members of the House and Senate that 
thousands of organizations representing millione of members ha-Ye sent resolu.­
t.ions askin& for the implementation of our program. 

1lease do this (lUicklyl 

HLSsSH 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

. To lllergenc7 Commit tee Cba111181l 

Fro mltarl'1 L. Shapiro 

MEMORANDUM 

Dale Jaauar, 81, 19'4 

Mis• Freya Stark, Britiah traNl•r .. and 11 agent• 1J1 the .Arab countries, is now 11ouring 
the United States. Mias Stark is one of that small group of Englishwomen who have 
lived among the .Arabs of the desert and who ha9e become deeply, often blindly, attached 
to the Arab cause. 

If Misa Stark should deliver a piblic lect\lre in 7our co1111Qnit7 which is covered by 
the local press, it is important that letters to the editor be written by a member of 
the Emergen~y Committee. The following facts, collated in answer to Miss Stark's ioost 
recent interview, reported in Newsweek Mag$,Zine, JD8l' prove useful. 

Some of Miss Stark• a allegations as pre sen tad in the Newsweek article are: 

1. 1Even with things so bleak for us. the Arab a never wave rod in their lc,yaJ. t7 
to the Allie a. 11 

Answer,- Iraq, al thoup bound by treaty of alliance to Great Britain at the 
beginning of the war♦ not only failed to honor that alliance, but at a most critical 
moment in the war ataged a govermoont-sponsored pro-A.xi a revolt, which bad to be ap­
pressed by British arms. Egypt. likewise bound by treaty of alliance, did nothing 
whatsoever in defense of her soil, even when the Germans were within sight of .Alex.­
andria. Juried in Egyptian soil lie soldiers from Britain and jlll3r1ea, from Australia 
and New Zealand, and from Jewish Palestine, but not from Egn>t itself. Syria and 
Palestine seethed with pro-..Axie sentiment as long as tho Hali cause was in the ascend,­
a.nt. The notorious lmfti of Jeru.salem was• when last heard of, in Berlin. 

2, tt'l'he Arab is fundamentally a desoocrat. His religion is democra.t!c, 11 

Answer:- Unfortunaiely, democratic action does not necessarily follow democracy 
of religion. Miss Stark should not confuse the Arabs with Islam. Certalnly• the .Arabs 
of Palestine cannot be char&e4 with fundasoontal deIOOcra.cy, Prior to the lS:s, w~ ·an 
oppressive feudal society, dolrJ.nated by a few Arab families9 existed 1n Palestine for 
many generations. 

3. 1Paleat1ne 1a an Arab CGIQB.try; bae be~~ fo~ 2.000 years. J.bving Arabs out it 
is like telling Pennsylvtm1ans the7 •a' go ltve ~~ 9apada bec~se the language is the 
eame, 1 • 

.Answers- SU.ch a parallel is irrelev~t and ~e~~en~ious. No responsible Jewish 
leader suggests that Arabs should be moved. On the gontrary~ largely as a. result of 
the developments brought about in Palestine b, Jewiap imnigrntion. the Arab population 
there has increased fro~ 600,000 to ovor 1.000,Goo. I~ tbe neighboring territory of 
'rransjordan, where no Ji3wish immigration is permi·~ted, ,P.~ #ab popw.o.t1on has remained 
st~tionnry since the lG:il war. The Lea&\le of Bat1-,is, Dr>r«aover. would cb::il.longe the 
easertion the'\ t 1Polest1ne is an Arab countey.1 Acc«.."f41DC to the Mandate fer Palestine 
di-awn up by the 51 nations of tho Leape• the primary 5>urpoee of the snandate was to 
establish in PaleatiJie a Bational Hone for the Jewish ~eople. Over half a million Jen 
now ebare Palestine •1th ~ -.Arabs. 
llScMBP 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EIGRGENCY COUNCIL 
342 Madi son A•enue 
New York, N. Y. 

TEµGRAM 

DBRIJARY 2, 1944 

PLEASE SEND TELEGRAM ALONG FOLI.OWING LINES TO :REPRESENTATIVE SOL BLOOM 

IN WASHINGTON IMMEDIATELY. q{JOTE OUR EMERGENOY COMl/JTTEE BEPRESENTING 

ALL ORGANIZED ZIONIST GROUPS .AND ALL SYMPATHIZERS WITH CAUSE OF PALESTINE 

IN OUR CO~ITY ENDORSES AIMS AND PURPOSES OF HOUSE RESOLUTIONS 418 AND 

419 .AND URGES FAVORA13LE ACTION ~y HOUSE1 JOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE. WE 

SHALL iE GBATE:BUL TO Y<lJ roR YOUR GOOD OFFICES IN CONNECTION WITH 'l!HIS 

r;EGISLATION WHICH IS SO VITAL TO nJTURE SAFETY .AND \iELFiiRE OF JEWISH 

PEOPLE A.ND FOR BESCUE OF SIRVIVORS OF NAZI PERSECUTION UNQUOTE. IT IS 

lMPERA.TIVE YOU PUT FO:REGOING IN YOUR OWN WORDS. EX'l'BIMELY IMPORTANT THIS 

MESSAGE BEACH :REPRESENTATIVE B:OOOM WITHIN roRTYEIGRT HOURS. PLEASE 

EXECUTE THIS ASSIGNMENT FAITHFOLLY. 

il:BA HILLEL SILVER 

AHS:LF 



.,.MERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

~.,- 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

To ·· 

.J ( l 

c:.----c:-. /'>.~ MEMORANDUM 

Ohair•a of Looal laerpnc7 Cemmitteea Date Februar7 3, 1944 

Jeceu.se of special oirOU11atuces that )la.ye developed in 'laahinctoa, it baa b.­
come neceaaar7 to postpone the lation&l Confereace on Palestine from 'l'hursclay, 
lebruary 24t~ to '!hw-1487, March 9th, 

As 7CJll already know, the Conference is to be held ader the auspicaa of tbe 
American Palestine CollDittee. Cooperat~ with the .American Palestine ColllDittee 
in sponsoring the Conference are the followings .American ~ederation of Labor, 
Christian Council on Palestine, Congress of Industrial Organization•• Jree 
World .Association, Union tor Democratic Action, Uni teriaa Fellowship for Social 
Ju1tice and United Christian Council for Democrac7. 

Under mch aponaorllhip the Conference will asswne great national sipificance. 
!he recent introduction of Resolution• in both the House of of Bepresentativea 
and the Senate of the United States makes it all the more necessary that we 
do everything in our power to make the Conference as representatiYe of nery 
COIIIWlitJ as possible. These Besolutiona oa.11 upon our Government to uae ita 
good offices and take appropriate measures to the end that the 4oor1 of Palea­
tine sball be open for free entry of Jews into that oountr7 and that there 
ahall be full opportunit7 for colonisation 10 that the Jewiah people fDa3 ulti­
matel7 reconstitute Palestine as a free and democJ'latic Jewish Commonwealth. 
I am aire 70\l can readily appreciate· how importan it is at thi1 particular 
tia to get the mui1111m amount of su.pport from our non-Jewish friends. 

The present schedule for the Conference 11 as follow,: There will be three 
ae11ion1 durinc the day, beginning at 10130 A. K. and ending at about 5130 P. M. 
These three 1ea1iona will be followed b7 a dinner which will be held under the 
au.apicea of tbe .Americu Palestine Comni ttee. Jll of the eYenta oa the program 
will take place at the Statler Hotel in Washington • 

.Among those who have alr~ accepted 8D6a&em&nta to participate ill thw procraa 
are: 

Senator Bobert J. Waper, Chairman, American Paleatine Comndttee 
Dr. Williar. Albright of Jaltimore, Profeasor of Semitica, Johna 

Hopkin• University 
Dr. Henry A. Atkinson of Hew York, General Secreta17 of the Chura 

Peace Union and the World. .Uliancse for International J'riendahip 
Thr<>uch Ohurchee; Chairman, Christian Council on Palestine. 

Dr. Carl J. Fried.rich of Coai>rid&'e, Professor of Political Theor1, 
Harvard University 

Dr. Walter C. ~wderlllilk of \laahington, A11i1tant Chief, Soil 
Con1enation service, u. s. Departmeni of Jcriculture 

In. Dr. Daniel A. Polinc of 1hiladelph1a, Paator The Baptist 
Temple; 141tor, the Cbrietian Herald 

.li"tl:mr T. VanderbUt of New York, De• of the Law School of lew 
Yark Un1ver1it1, former Preeident, j,arican Jar A1aociation 



,,,, 

Within the course of the next few daye,· we shall undoubteclly have other accept­
ances from prominent individuals • 

.Again I mat urge you to take all steps neceasary to make certain that 10ur 
comrmmity 1s represented at the Conference by at least one prominent non-Jew. 
If you have not alread1' taken the steps· ov.tlined in my last meimre.ndum will yo11 

please c1o so as soon as possible? Hotel and. other arrangements will have to be 
made without delay. We cannot· conclude those arrangements until we hear from 
you. 

All the details in connection with the Conference a.re being handled in the 
Washington office of the American Zionist Emergency Council• 1720 - 16th Stree\ 1 

N. \I. Vay I sugg.est that you direot your comnunicationa with respect to the 
Conference to Mr • .A.bram s. Magid.a, who is in charge. 

HS:S 

P. s. Notice to Chairmen of iocal Emergency Committees in cnpninit1es 
where there are no ,American Palostine Comnittee members: 

Although you may not have received any previous notice 
in connection with this meeting• it would be greatly 
appreciated 1£ you could exert your influence to the 

' extent that a prominent non-Jew in your coDIIJWlity will 
attend this Conference, inas1111ch as we are anxious to 
have as widespread representation as Possible. 
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~RICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

TELEGRAM 

EDRUARY 3, 1944 

(A) 
IMPERATIVE YOU IMMEDIATELY FIOOD YCX1R CONGRESSMEN WITH WIBES FROM 

LEADERS OF JEWISH AND NONJEWISH ORGANIZATIONS PROMINEMT JEWS AND 

CHRISTI.ANS URGING THEIR &IPPORT TO HOUSE RESOWTIONS NOS. 418 AND 

419. HAVE BE:BERENCE IMDE IN \ IRES R>R .ABROGATION WHITEPAPER AND 

ESTABLISHMENT OF JEWISH COMMOlraEALTH. REQUEST THAT OONGRESSlAEN 

PUT 'l'HEl'fi.SELVES ON RECORD WITH HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COUMIT'lEE AS 

FAVORA."BLY DISPOSED THIS RESOIDTION. PIEASE DO THIS WITHOUT FAIL . 

.A:BBA HILLEL SILVER 

AHS;SLF 



• At-.)t';RICAN ZIO~IST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. IMPORTANT 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date February 5, 1944 

Harry L. Shapiro 

The Palestine Resolutions have been introduced into the House of Represen­
tatives and the Senate. In the House the bills were sponsored by Rep. 
James A. Wright of Pennsylvania and Rep. Ranulf Compton of Connecticut and 
are knovm as House Resolutions 418 and 419. In the Senate the measure is 
referred to as Senate Bill 247 and was sponsored by Senator Robert Taft of 
Ohio and Senator Robert Wagner of New York. These bills have now been re­
ferred to the House Foreign Affairs Committee and the Senate Foreign Rela­
tions Committee. 

In order to influence the members of the House and the Senate favorably, we 
are asking you to have the special letter-writing campaign to which we re­
ferred in a prior memo. PLEASE LAUNCH THIS CAMPAIGN IMMEDIATELY. 

Herewith is suggested a tested technique for such a campaign. In Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, which has a Jewish Community of less than 1,000, teams were 
organized to secure letters from Jews and non-Jews. The members of these 
teams collected the letters themselves, came to a parlor meeting and there 
all the letters were counted, then mailed. Through this method approximately 
10,600 letters were collected. We request that you follow such a procedure. 
Collect all the letters and hold them until we advise you of the mailing 
date. It is our purpose to pour into Washington a tremendous number of 
letters during a concentrated period, which will be strategic to the passage 
of the Resolution. The letters should be addressed to your Congressmen and 
your Senators. 

Attached are a number of sample letters. Please urge the members of your 
community to select one of the samples and write the letter on their own 
stationery. Select the letters which you wish to use in your community and 
reproduce them for your team workers. If you wish to formulate your own 
letters, by all means do so. Some people may be reluctant to write letters 
themselves, so you may find it necessary to set up a form letter which they 
can sign. 

Also attached is a sheet giving your community your quota and the names of 
your Senators and Congressmen. 

I shall appreciate your advice as to your progress in this important under- , 
taking. 

HLS:SH 

7 
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It has come as a great shock to those of us who go about our war-time 
business with faith in the principles for which we are fighting, that the 1959 
White Paper on Palestine still exists to make a mockery of those principles and 
that faith. 

It has taken a long time to educate the American people to the fact 
that bells tolling in distant parts of the world toll for us, too. Having that 
knowledge, it is only natural that we should view with distaste a ban on Jewish 
immigration into the Jewish National Homeland in Palestine. Americans lauded 
and supported the creation of that Homeland during the last war; it would be 
cowardly were we not to insist that freedom of immigration into Palestine should 
prevail during this war. 

As one of your constituents, I urge you to support (HR 418-419 or SR 24 7) . 

As a constituent, I urge your support for the (Wright-Compton or 
Wagner-Taft) resolution, which calls for the opening of Palestine to free entry 
of Jews, full colonization, and eventual establishment of a free and democratic 
Jewish Commonwealth there. 

You are undoubtedly familiar with the British White Paper of 1939, 
which would bar all new Jewish immigration into Palestine after March 51, 1944. 

In the past eleven years, Palestine's foremost mission has been the 
rescue of European Jewry. Will you help to realize the dream of Europe's vic­
tims by voting for (HR 418-419 or SR 247)? 

I am writing now to urge you to vote for the (Wright-Compton or 
Wagner-Taft) resolution on Palestine which asks for free entry of Jews into that 
land, and full opportunity for colonization, so that Palestine may ultimately be 
reconstituted as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

The 1939 White Paper on Palestine, unless abrogated, will leave 
Palestine as the one place in the world, outside of Nazi-occupied Europe, where 
Jews will be denied admission solely because they are Jews. 

As one of your constituents, I ask you to support the (Wright-Compton 
or Wagner-Taft) measure. 

When the Chamberlain Government promulgated the White Paper on 
Palestine in 1959, Mr. Winston Churchill called it "a plain breach of a solemn 
obligation." The proposed stoppage of Jewish immigration into the Holy Land 
would virtually annul the British pledge to assist the Jewish people in the up­
build1ng of their National Home. 

The British Government has not seen fit as yet to revoke that dis­
astrous document. And never before were the Jewish people so much in need of a 
place of refuge. It would be a historic crime if the Chamberlain White Paper 
were not scrapped without delay. The United States is bound by the British­
American convention of 1924, to see to it that Great Britain complies with her 
obligations under the Palestine mandate. 

May I respectfully urge you to hasten the passage of (HR 418 and 419 
or SR 247) in regard to the Jewish National Home. 



• • 
The Jewish people have been the first victims of Hitler's fiendish 

brutality. For eleven years they have been the target or his ruthless extermina­
tion policy. 

The only constructive solution to their age-old suffering is the ful­
fillment of the Balfour Declaration establishing their right to a National 
Homeland in Palestine. If the British \'lhite Paper of 1939 becomes effective, 
Palestine's doors would permanently be closed to new Jewish immigration. 

This must not happen! 

As one of your constituents I urge you to support (the Wright-Compton 
or Wagner-Taft) Resolution. 

Please act now -- death does not wait! 

The horrible persecution of the Jews of Europe imposes on the democ­
racies the moral duty to aid those homeless people to re-establish a home. 
Great Britain, the United States and the League of Nations have pledged their 
support to the establishment of a Jewish Homeland in Palestine. If the British 
White Paper of 1939 should be permitted to become effective, this pledge would be 
nullified through the termination of Jewish immigration to the Jewish Homeland. 

For the sake of the millions of men, women and children whose last ray 
of hope is Palestine, I implore you to take all necessary steps to keep the doors 
of Palestine open to Jews. The Palestine resolution now before Congress must be 
passed without delay. As one of your constituents, I urge you to vote for (HR 
418-419 or SR 247). 

The abrogation of the Chamberlain White Paper on Palestine must be 
accomplished soon to enable the Jewish people to continue their work of re­
building their National Home. 

You have given leadership to all movements aiming at the rescue of the 
innocent victims of Hitler barbarism. Will you please give your strong support 
to all endeavors to re-establish the internationally guaranteed opportunity to 
build a Jewish Homeland in Palestine? 

(HR 418-419 or SR 247) should be passed without delay to give hope and 
encouragement to the innocent victims or Hitlerism who are looking to Palestine 
for their rescue and salvation. 

The conscience of America has been deeply shocked by the tribulations 
endured by the Jewish people since January 50, 1933, when Hitler ascended to 
power. 

Strong action on the part of the American Government at this time may 
prevent further misery and disaster. If Great Britain should fail to revoke the 
Chamberlain White Paper, closing the doors of Palestine to Jewish immigrants 
after March 51, 1944, the Jews of Europe will be doomed to extermination and the 
dream of a Jewish National Home destroyed. America has taken a real interest in 
a constructive solution of the Jewish problem. America won•t allow its willfull 
destruction. 

In this tragic hour, I take the liberty to direct an urgent appeal to 
you to support (HR 418-419 or SR 247.) 
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The time is drawing near when the doors of Palestine will be closed to 
Jews. More than ever before there is need for a Jewish Homeland. If you want 
to continue your effective aid to the men, women, and children suffering under 
the yoke of our enemies, please give your full support to the (Wright-Compton or 
Wagner-Taft) resolution in Congress. 

The black hour when the White Paper on Palestine is to go into effect 
is drawing dangerously near. As the United Nations continue to close in on the 
Nazis on all fronts, Hitler carries out-with added viciousness-- his policy of 
exterminating Europe's Jews. 

The (House or Senate) is now considering (Iffi 418-419 or SR 247), which 
asks for free entry of Jews into Palestine, full opportunity for colonization 
and the eventual establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

As one of your constituents, I earnestly call on you to support that 
resolution and to vote for it when it comes before the (House or Senate.) 

It cannot be the intention of the United Nations to permit the intro­
duction of discrimination against Jews on religious grounds in any country. 
Most certainly not in that country which has been set apart to become the Jewish 
National Home. The Chamberlain White Paper of 1959, however, does just that in 
regard to Palestine. 

It is my conviction that no American leader will permit such an in­
justice to become a reality. Considering the tragic plight of the Jews of 
Europe, this would be a major catastrophe indeed. 

The (House or Senate) is at present considering the resolution calling 
for free entry of Jews into Palestine and for the ultimate establishment of a 
Jewish Commonwealth there. Will you please see to it that it is passed soon? 
Time is running short. 

Very few people have undergone such a cruel and systematic process of 
extermination as have the Jews. Their only hope in the years of suffering and 
pain has been Palestine, which has undergone a marvelous process of rejuvenation 
since Great Britain issued the Balfour Declaration in 1917. Shall the Jewish 
people be deprived of their last hope in this darkest hour of history? If the 
British White Paper of 1939 is permitted to stand, no Jew may enter Palestine 
after April 1, 1944. American public opinion is aroused over this possibility. 

I urge you to assist all men of good will in bringing about the abro­
gation of that relic of the Munich era of appeasement. (HR 418 and 419 or 
SR 247) should be passed without delay to give hope and encouragement to the 
innocent victims of Hitlerism who are looking to Palestine for their rescue and 
salvation. 



. . . 

If the policy of the British White Paper of 1959 should stand unde­
feated, Palestine would become the only non-Axis country in the world which 
would, by legislation, bar Jews from immigration and land ownership. This would 
make the Four Freedoms and all solemn pledges given to the Jews a tragic farce. 

Humanitarian considerations, as well as clear treaty obligations, com­
pel America to raise its voice in a mighty protest against such a crime. Don•t 
we owe this harassed people the fulfillment of the promises guaranteed to them 
by the civilized world? 

I urge you to assist in bringing about the passage of the (Wright­
Compton or Wagner-Taft) resolution now in Congress. 

Plowing through the terrible Japanese atrocity stories which appear in 
the press these days, it is truly heartening to note that the (House of Repre­
sentatives or Senate) has decided to take action in the case of one of the fore­
most victims of fascist cruelty, the Jewish people of Europe. 

I have read with great pleesure of the new (Wright-Compton or Wagner­
Taft) resolution on Palestine. It is especially gratifying to note the contin­
uity which such a measure would establish with the 1922 resolution on Palestine 
which was passed by both houses of Congress. 

This resolution comes at a crucial time. Literally millions of Jews 
have been murdered by the Nazis in Europe in the past few years. Those who are 
left look to Palestine for rescue, and until very recently, they have been ren­
dered hopeless by the British White Paper of 1939 which proposes to slam the 
doors of Palestine in their faces at the end of March, regardless of their trag­
ic need. 

As one of your constituents, I urge you to support this resolution. 
It is important that the United States should come forward at this time with a 
clear-cut reaffirmation of our traditional policy. 

If the last years have taught us any lesson it is this: that ap­
peasement is not worth its price and defeats itself ultimately. 

The ban on Jewish immigration to Palestine, included in the White 
Paper of the Chamberlain Government, is a child of the unhealthy spirit of ap­
peasement. It is in the words of Mr. Churchill "the plain breach of a solemn 
pledge" and a terrible blow to the hopes and aspirations of the suffering Jews 
of Europe. 

The up-building of Palestine has benefited the entire Near East great­
ly -- Jews, Arabs and Christians alike. In a single generation and by peaceful 
means, Jewish pioneers have performed real miracles on the soil of their old 
homeland. Shall all this be terminated for no other reason than the appeasement 
of a few Arabs who have been influenced by the enemy? 

Such a policy is a flat contradiction of the expressed purposes of the 
people and Government of the United States. By casting your vote in favor of 
(HR 418-419 or SR 247), you will be giving effective aid to the men, women and 
children suffering under the yoke of our enemies. 
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I am glad to see that the principles for which the United Nations are 
fighting on the battlefronts are being applied in the Congress of the United 
States. The (Wright-Compton or Wagner-Taft) resolution on Palestine faces 
squarely the Atlantic Charter's definition of America's responsibility to the 
peoples of the world. It asks in plain language that Jewish refugees be per­
mitted free entry into Palestine and that full colonization of that country be 
allowed so that Palestine may some day take its place as a free and democratic 
Jewish Commonwealth. 

We promised a national homeland in Palestine to the Jews in 1922, and 
today we are reaping the harvest of that promise. Palestine's Jews have made a 
splendid contribution to the war effort of the United Nations. They have con­
verted their country to a full war-time economy, they have sent many thousands 
of their young men to fight in the British forces, they have made of Palestine a 
real arsenal of democracy in a part of the world which, unfortunately, is known 
for its indifference to demooracy•s fate. 

As one of your constituents, I urge you to support (HR 418 and 419 
or SR 247). 

Freedom is not just a word to the people of Europe. Some of them 
remember it -- and understand what they have lost. 

Freedom is a gift which you as a (Congressman or Senator) of these 
United States can help give to millions of European Jews, who may be denied it 
forever through the British White Paper of 1939, which closes the doors of 
Palestine to new Jewish immigration after March 31. 

I address you in the hope that you will support the (Wright-Compton 
or Wagner-Taft) resolution which asks that Palestine be opened to free Jewish 
immigration. 

As a young American, I feel bound to remind you of the contrast be­
tween our freedom and the plight of Jewish youth in Europe. Tortured, deprived 
of the most basic rights of mankind, they have only one haven -- if ever they 
can manage to escape .from Europe. They know that Palestine is eager and able to 
receive them. There they can regain their right to a normal life. 

I beg of you to help give them this chance. They may be completely 
frustrated by the British White Paper of 1939, which prohibits all new Jewish 
immigration after March 51, 1944. 

You can help prevent the tragedy facing Europe's Jews, and particular­
ly the children and young people, by supporting the (Wright-Compton or Wagner­
Taft) resolution. 

Let the doors of Palestine be flung open to the oppressed of Europe. 
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BY A CHRISTIAN MINISTER 

"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, Ye have done it unto me" (Matthew XXV) 

The fate of the Jews of Europe who have undergone tribulations like no 
other people on earth, must move the heart of all Christians and awaken the 
conscience of America. 

As a Minister of His Word, I feel that we owe a debt to the suffering 
People of the Book. I am shocked by the British White Paper which would close 
the doors of Palestine to new Jewish immigration. 

As a Christian and as an American I raise my voice in horror and sub­
mit to you my strongest protest against so inhuman, so un-Christian, so un­
American and undemocratic a policy. Please use all means to have it revoked. 
The Palestine resolution which has been introduced into both Houses of Congress 
must be passed without delay. It provides the only means for Americans to ex­
press their conviction that the doors of the Jewish Homeland must not be closed. 

BY A NATURALIZED CITIZEN 

I came to this country more than thirty years ago because I knew that 
America always stood for the under-dog. The United States has become my beloved 
fatherland and I am proud to have my children serving in our armed forces. Un­
fortunately, relatives of mine remained in the old country and now have become 
victims of the Nazis. Their only hope is Palestine. 

Please help us fight the White Paper which would forbid Jews to come 
to their own country. The (Wright-Compton or Wagner-Taft) resolution should be 
passed immediately to aid the men, women and children who are suffering under 
the heel of our enemy. 

BY A JEWISH WAR VETERAN 

I fought during the last war, and if there weren't age limits I would 
be fighting in this one, too. In 1917, we American Jewish soldiers were mighty 
pleased to hear about the Balfour Declaration which the English government is­
sued in behalf of the Jewish people. And we were proud that our own American 
government stood up for the Balfour Declaration after we returned home, and that 
it endorsed the "establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish 
people." 

There is a new resolution about Palestine before the Congress. I ask 
you to vote for it, just as the 67th Congress voted in 1922. The (Wright­
Compton or Wagner-Taft) resolution is a real American answer to the British 
Vlhite Paper which was published in 1939 and which reneged on the 1917 promise by 
forbidding Jews to enter Palestine after March 51, 1944. 

This measure, on the other hand, calls for full permission for Jewish 
refugees to enter Palestine, to colonize there, and to establish a real, demo­
cratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

It would do my heart good to lmow that my (Congressman or Senator) 
is voting for that resolution. We want to have democracy everywhere, and we 
want it for the Jews in Palestine, too. 



.. • 

BY A UNION MEMBER 

Organized labor has already demonstrated its sympathy with the demo­
cratic Jewish community of Palestine. Both the CIO and the AF of L have passed 
resolutions favoring the development of Palestine as a self-governing Jewish 
Commonwealth, and have asked that the gates of Palestine be opened for entry and 
settlement of as many Jewish ref?gees as may need or shall desire to go there. 

As a member of (name of union) and as one of your constituents, I ask 
you to support the (Wright-Compton or Wagner-Taft) resolution when it is voted 
on in the (House or Senate). A just social and economic order has been es­
tablished by the workers of Palestine by dint of much hard labor and effort. We 
cannot afford to let such achievements go to waste, and we certainly cannot af­
ford to pass up any channel of escape through which the Jews of Europe might 
reach freedom. 

BY THE WIFE OF A SERVICEMAN 

As a young Jewish woman with two brothers and a husband in the armed 
forces of the United States who are fighting for a better world, I urge you to 
vote for the (Wright-Compton or Wagner-Taft) resolution on Palestine. Our 
soldiers cannot feel that they have finished their fight against fascism, unless 
they are assured that everything possible is being done on the home front to 
help those Jewish people who have suffered so much at the hands of Hitler. 

I urge you to support this resolution so that our own conscience may 
be clear in the matter of persecuted Jews, and so that our boys may feel that 
they will come back to a people and a Government who have acted in accordance 
with the principles of the Atlantic Charter. 

BY PARENTS OF SERVICEMEN 

I am proud that my son is in the Army of the United States, fighting 
for the Four Freedoms and a just and right peace. But the British White Paper 
on Palestine stands for everything that is the opposite of this cause. It is 
undemocratic to have immigration laws which discriminate against any race, color 
or creed. The doors of Palestine will be closed to the Jewish People unless the 
White Paper is repealed. 

As one of your constituents, I urge you to act now and use all your 
influence for the repeal of this evil document. Please give all your support to 
the (Wright-Compton or Wagner-Taft) resolution. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Looal Emergency Conmittees Date February 11,. 1944 

Harry L. Shapiro 

The first session of the hearings of the House Foreign Affairs Committee are 
concluded. Further hearings will be held next week. The Palestine Resolution 
(HR 418 and 419) will not come to the floor of the House, in all probability, 
for five or six weeks. 

Because of this development it will be necessary to change our program with 
referende to the letter-writing campaign~ During the interim of 5 or 6 or 7 
weeks we mu.st continually keep reminding our Congressmen and Senators of the 
Palestine Resolution~ In accordance with this •. will you change your letter­
writing program as follows: 

Advise your workers to see to it that a steady stream of letters is kept 
flowing to Washington. On the basis of your quota0 decide how many letters 
should be sent per week and please see to it that they are sento We can onli 
1>e successful if we ,dll keep our problem con1tantly before our Congressmen 

I ~ I 

,and Senators, 

Be prepared, on short notice, to send wires to the United State~ Senators 
from your state, 

HLS:SH 
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American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison .A.venue, New York 17, N. Y. 

To: 

From: 

M E M O R' A. N D U M 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date: February 15, 1944 

Harry L. Shapiro 

A large number of newspapers throughout the country are carrying an article 
enti tled1 

11 The Palestine Q}l.estion, 11 which was writ ten by Ned Nordness, a 
feature writer for the Associated Press. If it should appear in one of 
your local papers, draft an answer in the form of a letter to the editor 
,vi thou t delay• 

The following material should prove useful in the drafting of such a 
letter. (Incidentally, did you have occasion to make use of our memo­
randum on Freya Stark? Please keep us informed of all developments along 
the se line s . ) 

Ned Nordness I article, "The Palestine Qµestion," contains a number of 
misconceptions and factual errors which I am taking the liberty of bring­
ing to your attention. 

A. To begin withi Mr. Nordness makes mich of his contention that the 
United States cannot assume responsibility in the matter of Palestine. 
He says: "Many Jewish organizations, notably the Zionist Organization 
of America, are pressing for United States intervention in Palestine. 
:Bllt there is little this country can do. Government officials concede 
the United States has been interested in the creation of a Jewish National 
Home in Palestine, but this country cannot assume responsibility. It has 
not legal eon tract under which it is committed to share in ' the rule of 
Palestine. In short, since Palestine is a British mandate, the hot potato 
is hers. 11 

I question the need for any 11 legal contract" when one country expresses 
the desire to help another, or when a great demcracy voices its sympathy 
for the movement to reestablish a national home for the tortured and up~ 
rooted Jews of Europe. But, as a matter of fact, two such legal documents 
do exist, If Mr. Nordness should take the trouble to consult our Govern­
ment's archives he would find: 

1) The joint resolution unanimously adopted in 1922 by the 67th 
Congress of the United States, which favored 11 the establishment in Pal-
estine of a national home for the Jewish people. 11 (An identical statement, 
contained in the Balfour Declaration which was issued by !ritain in 1917, 
was for 22 years firmly upheld as a most 11 legal contract11 by the Permanent 
Mandates Commission of the League of Nations.) 

2) The Anglo-American treaty of 1924 on Palestine. According to its 
provisions, "nothing contained in the present convention shall be affected 
by any modification which may be made in the terms of the Mandate, as 
recited above• unless such modification shall have been assented to by 



t 

: the United States." (Th~ Mandate for Palestine referred to in the 1924 treaty states 
specifically that 11 the Mandatory shall be responsible for placing the country under 
such political, administrative nnd economic conditions as will secure the eatabish­
toont of the Jewish National Home. 11 ) 

Mr. Nordness should also be reminded of the fact that every American President -
from \w'oodrow fiil son to Frankl in D. Boo sevel t -- has reaffirmed America I s traditional 
friendship for the effort to reconstitute the Jewish National Home in Palestine. 
It would seem, too, that our country1s outstanding legislators disagree 1,7ith lvJI". 
Nordness, for the following bi-partisan resolution was introduced on January 27th 
in the u. s. House of Representatives by Representatives Wright and Compton, and on 
February 1st in the U. s. Senate by Senators Wagner and Taft: 

WH&REA.S 9 tho 67th Congress of the United States on June 30, 1922, unani­
mously resolved, 11 that the United States of America favors the establish­
ment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people• it being 
clearly understood that nothing shall be dono which may prejudice the 
civil and religious rights of Christian and all other non-Jewish communi­
ties in Palestine, and that the Holy places and religtous buildings and 
sites in Palestine shall be adequately protected, 11 and 

\~HEREAS, the ruthless persecution of the Jewish people in Europe has 
clearly demonstrated the need for a Jewish homeland as a haven for the 
large numbers who have become homeless as a result of this persecution, 

THEBEFORE BE IT BESOLVED that the United States shall use its good offices 
and take appropriate measures to the end that the doors of Palestine shall 
be opened for free entry of Jews into that country, and that there shall 
be full opportunity for colonization, so that the Jewish people may 
ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Common­
weal th. 

~ But Mr. Nordness does not stop with his insistence that 11 there is little this 
country can do" in the matter of the Jewish National Home in Palestine. He declares 
that the Balfour Declaration 11brought about the pulsing headache which is the 
Palestine problem, 11 and alleges that the issuance of this great document was "moti­
vated by the need of drawing to the .Allied cause the support of Jews in neutral 
countries. 11 Then he goes on to say that II today nothing i a needed to make Jews all 
over the world long and work for the defeat of Hitler and Nazism. 11 

By implication, therefore, the Balfour Declaration is no longer necessary. Jews 
throughout the world ('Wllike the Arabs) are genuinely all-out in the struggle against 
the common enemy, so Britain crui afford to renege on her solenm pledge •...• 

This is precisely the cynical view which prevailed during the area of appeasement, 
such an attitude inspired the infamous White Paper of 1939, which would close the 
doors of Palestine to all new Jewish immigration after March 31, 1944. The White 
Paper was issued to placate those Arabs who had been whipped up against the ~ritish 
and the Jews by the fascists. 

Through it• Britain rewarded her enemies at the expense of her best friends in the 
Middle East, and although the policy of appeasement has been repudiated by the 
present leaders of Britain, it is being continued in Palestine . 

.All this leaves VJ.I". Nordness undisturbed. His one comment is: "Today nothing is 
needed to make the Jews all over the world long and work for the defeat of Hitler 
and Nazi. am, It 



• C. Vir. Nordness reiterates the charge of certain Arabs that II the :Sri ti sh promised 
Palestine to them in 1915 -- two years before the Balfour Declaration -- when th• 
Germans were winning and the :British needed Arab help. 11 

This point needs amplification. Based as it i s on the so-called Hussein-MacMahon 
Correspondence of 1915, it has an impressive ring of authenticity. Close examination 
of that document (Connnand 5957, issued by His l/Jajestyls Government in 1939), however, 
reveals this pertinent clause in the exchange of letters between King Huscein of 
Mecca and Sir Henry Ma.clvJahon > l3ri ti sh High Comni ssioner for Egypt: 

"The two districts of Mersina and Alexandretta. and portions of Syria lying to the 
we st of the districts of Damascus, Homs 0 Rama and Aleppo cannot be said to b e purely 
Arabi and should be excluded from the limits demandedo ii That vital provision, in­
sisted upon by MacMahon, was agreed to by Hussein, the self-appointed agitator for 
Arab independence. In no place is the word Pal estine mentioned• but a glance at a 
1915 map of the Middle East plainly shows that Palestine lies west of the designated 
districts. 

Further clarification of the point came in 1937 when 0 in a letter to the London Time~ 
Sir Henry MacMahon wrote: 

11 I feel it my duty to · state, and I do so definitely and emphatically• that it was not 
intended by me in giving this pledge to King Hussein to include Palestine in the area 
in which Arab independence was promised. I also had every reason to believe at the 
tim3 that the fact •. ., was well unders tood by King Hussein. 11 

Please note that the entire correspondence took place with Hussein of .Arabia. The 
Arabs of Palestine wer8 in no manner a party to itb They do not appear in it at all. 

D. Na-. Nordness declares that 11 the United States gove rnment has no desire to make a 
move that would interfere with Britain's winning the wa:-. 1i 

Winning the war iss of course, the most important single objective before the United 
Nations. And it is, by Nordnesa~ own word1 the most potent factor in the lives of 
Jews today. By that same token, it should be apparent that if the .American Zionist 
Emergency Council and the American Jewish Conference ask the United States to take 
action on the Palestine question in behalf of Jewish refugees 0 they are fully nnd 
solemnly aware of the implications of their demand. It should be just as apparent 
that they feel that su.ch intercession, far from hindering the prosecution of the war, 
will hasten the day of victory. 

Britain is not alone in her fight against the Axis, although that inference might be 
drawn from Mr. Nordne ss I statement o There are 3-4 United Nat ions, and the United 
States is not the least of them. Any foreign policy adopted by one member affects 
all members, and the persistence of the British White Paper policy for Pruestine II1Ust 
necessarily affect each and every one of the 34 United Nations. 

It is the ~~istence of that White Paper 0 and not the honest attempts to combat it, 
which interferes with one of the mo st pressing problems which war brings --- the 
problem of Iefu.gees. The President recognized the importance of that problem by th£ 
rece~t creation of the War Refugee :Board.i Cong::-E: ssional leaders recognized it r,hen 
they introduced the Wright-Compton and Wagner-Taft resolutions. Ned Nordness does 
not choose to recognize it. 

HLS:MSH 



Jmerican Zion~t Cmergenc11 Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

!hi.a coming jpril the British White Paper on Palestine will go into effect 
and after that date no Jews will be adaitted to Palestine. ~ch a tragic blow to 
both the development of the Jewish laticmal Home and to the hope of sm-viTal for 
European Jewr7 1111at not be permitted to happen. 

Local Emergenc7 Commi tteea are being established in 110at of the COIIIIUn1 tiea 
of the United States whose pri.-.ry taak ia to interest pablic opinion 1n the abro­
gation of this White Paper and to bring about a condition that will open the doors 
of Palestine to Jewish iad.gration, land pirchaae and .. ttlement eo that there m,q 
be eatabliahed 1n that COW1tr7 a democratic Jewiah Commonweal th. J. reaolution 
coTering th•• aiaa ia now before the Cbngreas of the United states. 

In order that 70ur coD1111nit7 take part in thia important work )'OU should 

1. Organise a local Zioni at Emergenc7 Cbllllittee in 70ur COIIIIWli t7 
which anall conaiat of the representatives of the Zionist groupa 
and an7 other group which ia ready to Join with ua in this effort. 
Send in the name• and ad4reaaes to this office. 

1or the pirpoae of £11,ldinc 70u in the for•t1on of 
this Committee, we are enclosing the •oa.tline of 
jet1vitiea, • which pvea the plan and acope of the 
work. 

2. Prepare tar a letter writing campaign in mpport of the Palestine 
Resolution now before Coner•••• !he plan 1 a to haTe people write 
to JOUr United State• Senatore and 70ur local Congressman on their 
personal 1tationer7 aaking for mpport of the resolution. 

Jbr this pg.rpoee we are encloaing sample lettera 
which can be u•d aa a pi.de. 

Pleaae keep ua posted and let ua hear fro■ JOU ao that we ma-r be able to co­
operate 1f1 th 70u in thi• work which 1 a of tremendous illportance to eTer7 Jew and in 
whicm the future of OQI' people 1a bound up. 

Lookinc forward to 70ur cooperation, we are 

.ADRIC.Ali ZIONIST iMUGlliCY OOUNCIL 

BLS&BLD Barr7 L. Shapiro, Director 



MEMORANDUM -----------
SU.bmi tted to Mr, Edward V. I.oughlin, Via.rch 2 1 1944 

We come to you as citizens residing in this, our great metropolis, and we are 
addressing ourselves to you as the leader in New York of a great Party which has com­
manded the loyalty and devotion of great masses of the conumn people. It is the 
Party of Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Independence, of Woodrow 
Wilson, author of the Covenant of the Le~--ue of Nations, and of Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
author of the Atlantic Charter. 

We are citizens of Jewish faith and descent and represent the views of large 
masses of our fellow Jews, both as .Americans devoted to the great American tradition, 
as Democrats with a deep faith in the basic tenets and spirit of the Democratic Part:·, 
and as Jews profoundly concerned with the fate of our brethren across the seas. We 
desire to call your attention, and through you the attention of the National Leaders 
of our Party Md of the Administration itself 0 to a situation ~hich is causing great 
concern to us and our fellow Jews here and t hroughout the country. 

Some weeks ago Resolutions were introduced in both Houses of Congress, re­
affirming the traditional American policy of favoring the Jewish National Home in 
Palestine, and cnJ.ling for the free entry of Je~s into Palestine so that it may be 
reconstituted as a free and democratic Jewish Comnon\·1eal th. Apart from the mass 
slaughter of Jews now going on in ~urope 5 the immediate occasion for the introduction 
of these Resolutions is the White Paper issued by the British Government in 1939 1 
which would prohibit further Jewish irnrdgration into Palestine and set up in effect 
an Arab state in which the Jeua would be frozen into a perman~nt minority under Arab 
rule. The Resolutions had bi••partisan sponsorship and were supported in both Houses 
by the V..a.jority Leaders as well as by the Minority Leaders. Hearings have tnken 
place before the House Committee on Foreign Affai r s , and there is evory indication 
that the Resolutions coilll~iand strong support both i n the Committee and in the House. 
We have been advised, howev0r 0 that the attitude of the Executive branch of the 
Government may be of decisive importance. There has been no indication of support 
f~rthcoming from a;ny Department of the Executive 0 but on the contrary, it is reported 
tha t opinions are being expressed against passage of the Resolutions because of 
military considerations. 

We do not presume to judge the validity of any objections that have been or 
may be raised, but we do wish to state that to tho best of our knowledge, the pro­
ponents of the Bills acted with circumspeotion nnd had made the necessary soundings 
in various quarters, particularly in the State Department, before the introduction 
of the !ills. They received no intimation that the proposed action was untimely, 
and on the contrary• were led to believe that there was no objection on the pa.rt 
of the Executive branch of the Government. Only then did they proceed with their 
effort. 

Through the introduction of the Resolutions under oost auspicious sponsorship, , 
the feelings of millions of Jewish citizens and of millions of non-Jewish sympathize.m 
uit~ the cause have been raised to a high pitch of enthusiasm and optimistic expectD.­
tic,J , 'l'!'.lf';}r were led to believe that at long last the great Aoerican democracy was 
°'-~,<J!.lt io s_yeak ou~, to raise its powerful voice on behalf of the persecuted Jewish 
pe: ~)1e and its :r.ight to national restoration in its ancestrn.:I. Home. Those hopes are 
aor.ut to be dashed and will in that event be followed by a feeling of frustrn.tion 
and bitter disappointment, This feeling will be particularly keen in this city where 
some two millions of our people reside. 



- .......... 
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• While the Jewish leaders did not ask or expect tbe Adnµ.nistration to take 
the initiative by making an official declaration at this time in regard to the 
Zionist cause, they had counted upon the Administration to assume such an attitude 
of good will towards the contemplated Congressional action as would ensure a success--­
ful outcome. They were fortified in this expectation by the tradition of friendship 
and support manifested by successive United States administrations to our cause. 
It seems, however, that the Administration has not seen its way to giving even this 
minimum of support to the efforts of our Jewish leaders and their friends in Congres~. 
The Administration has failed to facilitate the passage of these Resolutions and in 
a measu.re will be responsible for their rejection or the deferment of any action by 
Congress. 

In these circumstances, we deem it our duty to comnunicate our view that the 
lack of cooperation thus far displayed towards a cause so great, so just and so 
vital - a matter of life and death for great numbers of human beings - that this 
lack of cooperaticn is most unfortunate and difficult to accept as final. For five 
years. since the White Paper was promulgated in the spring of 1939, millions of 
.American citizens have been waiting for the moment when our Government would take 
appropriate public and diplomatic action with a view to the abrogation of the White 
Paper, which is admittedly in contravention of international law and of the declared 
policy of the United States. They have waited for action by our Government in favor 
of the rights and age.old aspirations of the Jewish people. 

There has been no effective action on the part of our Government. The Jewish 
public is still in the dark as to the attitude of the Chief Executive himself, while 
they have been reluctantly driven to the conclusion that in the State Department 
influential elements are actually hostileo We feel therefore that the tine has come 
for our beloved President, in whom we have had and continue to have the greatest 
confidence• to act on this vital matter after he has had an opportunity of discussing 
the issues involved with tho accredited and democratically chosen representatives 
of the Zionist movement in this country. We know how burdened he is with affairs of 
state and military problems but we are persuaded that once he turns his attention to 
this subj~ct now under discussion he uill find the appropriate means to promote the 
cause so dear to our hearts and to multi tudcs of our fellow Americans. We a.re con­
vinced that through the leadership and moral authority which the President commands, 
he can assure the speedy passage of the Resolutions now pending. It is our hope 
that he will also raise his own voice which is heard and respected throughout the 
world. 

It is most desirable that our great Party and our great President should dis­
pel at once any doubts as to their attitude by tnking forthright action and speakjng 
in unambiguous terms which nill be understood and profoundly appreciated. We are 
apprehensive that failure or delay to do so will be misunderstood and will leave our 
people anxious and puzzled with results which we cannot fully envisage. 

We beg you to receive this expression of our views in the spirit of utter 
sincerity and friendliness, in which they are tendered and to aonvey them without 
delay to the leaders of the Party and to the Administration. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
... . - - ► 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To -

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date 
March 3, 1944 

Harry L- Shapiro 

An essential feature of our drive to enlist support for the Palestine resolutions 
now pendin~ in the Congress of the United States is to approach local leaders 
of the Democratic Party, in the hope that they will bring their influence to bear 
on the Administration in this matter. 

The attached memorandum was presented to Mr. Edward V. Loughlin, leader of the 
Democratic Party in New York City. It should serve as a guide for you in the 
carrying out of similar missions in your own community. 

You understand, of course, that Democratic Party heads mst be made aware of the 
overwhelming support given the Palestine resolutions by .American Jews, and they 
should realize that the Administration runs the risk of disillusioning a con­
siderable number of voters in strategic centers if it fails to lend its support 
to the measures. 

It is important that you appoint a proper delegation to call on your local 
Dexoocratic Party leader, who should be presented wi th a memorandum similar to 
the one attached. You should also ask the gentleman whom you visit to bring 
the matter to the attention of v~~ Robert Hannigan, National Chairman of the 
Dexoocratic Party. 

Please ca:rry out this important assignment quickly. and let us know the results 
of your interview. 

HLS:BP 
Enc. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

3◄2 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORAND 

To Chairmen of Loeal Emergency Committees Date March 10, 1944 

. From Harry L. Shapiro 

After an interview with President P.oosevelt yesterday, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
and Dr. Stephens. Wise, co-chairmen of the American Zionist Emergency Council 1 
isS11ed the following statement, 

"The President authorized us to say that the .American Governnent 
has never given its approval to the White Paper of 1939. The 
President is happy that the doors of Palestine are today open 
to Jewish refugees, and that when future decisions are reached, 
full justice will be done to those who seek a Jewish National 
Home, for which our Government and the .American people have 
always had the deepest sympathy and today more than ever, in 
view of the tragic plight of hundreds of thousands of homeless 
Jewish refugees." 

In view of the attitude which has been taken by the War Department in connection 
with the Palestine Resolutions, the statement of the President, at this time, is 
distinctly encouraging. 

For the next two weeks send letters and telegrams to the President, expressing 
gratitude for the above, imploring him to use all goverruoont machinery to faeili­
tate entrance of refugees to Palestine now. and urging him at the earliest pos­
sible moment, in view of the tragic needs of our people, to use his good offices 
so that "full justice will be done to those who seek a Jewish National Home. 11 

HLS: SH 



.. .. 
Areerican Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Chairmen of Local Emergency Comnittees Date: March 24, 1944 

Froms Harry L. Shapiro 

This is an excellent time to review t,he deTelopments of the past few weeks 
and to outline our plans for the immediate future. 

To begin with, the Zion.1st movement won a substantial. victory when on March 
9th President F~osevelt authorized Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Stephen S. 
Wise, co-cha.irioon of the .American Zionist Ezoorgency Council, to say that 
"the Americ3n Government has never given its approval to the White Paper of 
1939 ... and that when future deeisions are reached, full justice will be done 
to those who seek a Jewish National Home. 11 The importance of this statement 
cannot be overemphasized-and nust ~ be ~nimized, Its significance can be 
noted as follows: 

(1) The "conspiracy of silencea which our enemies in the State Depart­
ment have employed against us has been broken. It is no longer possible 
for those who would ban open discussion of the Palestine question until 
after the war, v1hether by attenrpting to secure a statement tot hat effect 
from th.e leaders of the .Anwrican and British governments or by bringing 
11 military considerationsn into the picture, to silence us with a threat 
that our can:g;>aign might be considered "unpatriotic." Tho President of 
the United States himself has expressed sympathy for our movement--
and in unmistakable terms. Let us not commit the folly of interpretil'l€ 
the statement as 11 meaningless11 or "noncommittal." We should, on the 
other hand, employ the President's words as a powerful, political weapon 
to secure speedier action from the Congress of the United States and 
from the British governioont. If the President of the United States 
could speak up, certainly we can. 

(2) Bear in mind that the President spoke after prote·sts against the 
pending Palestine resolutions had coroo in from the officials of seven 
.Arab nations. In a very real sense the President rebuked these Arabs. 
You will recall that there was jubilation in .Arab officialdom when the 
War Department •s stand on the resolutions was announced. 'rhe more re­
cent dispatches and radio broadcasts, however, report consternation 
and bewilderment among these gentlemen, resulting from the President's 
declaration. 

(3) Since the issuance of the White Paper in 1939, we have been told 
by State Department officials that the United States ie not involved 
in the Palestine question, except where American nationals are concerned.. 
In his atatement, President Roosevelt indicated that the United States 
ll concerned with the White Paper isSlle and with the future of the 
Jewish National Home. 

So uuch for the President's statement which, we repeat, represented an important 
gain. 

I 



... 

Now for the status of the W~er-Taft and Wright-Compton resolutions. Action on t ne 
measures has been deferred as a result of the War Department 1s contention that they 
are untimely. This does not mean that the resolutions have been killed. The rnili­
tary•s objections have in no way prejudiced the merits of the resolutions, and it 
goes without saying that were the resolutions to be put up to a vote of Congress to­
day I they would pass overwhelmingly. This 1 s due mainly to the superb work which has 
been done by all of the local Emergency Committees. 

The War Department's objections to tho resolutions will not be permanent. If it is 
true that military considerations exist which militate against early action in this 
matter, we will press for immediate action the very moment we receive an indicaticn 
that su.ch considerations are no longer in the pic.ture. .A.t the same time, we arc 
reserving the right to keep all Rolitical considerations in the open, and we are 
resolved that the argument of 11 military expediency" shall not ·be used as a smoke­
screen to cover political maneuvers. If you will read the addresses which were 
delivered at our eno:rmously successful Madison Square Gardon Rc'1lly held on Marc:1 21st 
(the full te:::ts of these will go forward to you shortly), you v,ill see that we do not 
hesitate to dra 1t attention to the political aspects of the question. 

You understand, of course, that we are not in a position to control all action uhich 
may be taken in Co~ess vis-ai-vis thD Palestine resolutions. There may be a't"8rrpts, 
not originating with us, to amend the measures. Do not take any action on such amend 
ments or on new proposals until l:QU re-ceive verY., definite instructions from us. 

Our work goes onJ It may be a long, uphill fight, but the drive against the White 
Paper policy will be continued with undiminished vigor. We are confident that you. 
and your oo-workers will continue to serve Our COIIIOOn cause devotedly and energeti­
cally. 

It is important that you carry out the following reco~ndations as speedily as 
possible: 

(1) If you. have not already done so, send wires and letters to President 
Roosevelt, thanking him fer his utterance of March 9th, and urging him to do all in 
his power to secure 11 full justice for those who seek a Jewish National Horoo. 11 

(2) Send letters of th~ks to Congressmen and Senators who have expressed 
themselves in favor of the pending resolutions and voice your confidence in their 
intention to give the Wright-Compton and Wagner-Taft measures full support when they 
are brought to the floor of the House and tho Senato. 

(3) Hold a mass moeting within the next six weeks designed to carry home the 
full significo.nce of the Preaidont•s statement and to press for action on the resolu­
tions 11 at the earliest rroment consistent with tho exigoncies of tho war effort." 
(The enclosed program of the Madison Square Garden &uly should serve as a guide in 
this project.) Resolutions along the lines of the one adopted at ~adison Square 
Garden should also be adopted at yau.r meeting and copies of these forwarded to the . 
President, the State Department, the Vice-Prusident, tho Speaker of the House, eta. 

(4) On Ma.reh 31st the .knorican press should carry editorials on the Paleotine 
question. Ea.terial contained in our press books may bo used in such editorials, but 
there should be additional reforenco to the more recent developments as noted above. 
The15e edi torial.s should also demand action on the Palestine resolutions as speedily 
as possible; should urge ihe Preside11t to act in order that the full justice for 
those who seek a Jewish national home, which he so earnestly desires, may soon be 
achieved, and should appoal to Prime Minister Churchill to stand by his denunciation 
of the White Paper by brill81ng about its abrogation. 
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We urge you to do all that you can to have such editorials appear in your papers on 

March 31st. 

Further informatio» along these lines uill be sent to you in the near future. 

HLS:LF 
Enc. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
I 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committeea Date April 6, 1944 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

TIME i.!J!GAZINE of April 3rd carried an article entitled "Terror in Zion, 11 

which charged the 11 dread Hagann.11 with creating the 1~ecent violence in 
Palestine. In a footnote to the article, the Ha.gana was described as the 
"title assumed by illegally-armed Zionist extremists who believe in 1direct 
action I to further a Jewish homeland." Obviously, TIME has confused the 
legitimate self-defense organization, the Hagan.a, with the Revisionist 
Irgun Zvai Loumi and with the terroristic "St~rn Gang. 11 

It is important that a limited nudb or of +ettcrs to the editors of TI~ 
be sent off irmnediately, pointing out (a) the factual errors, and (b) 
the implication of such errors for the entire Palestinian Jewish community. 
In writing your letters, please note the follow~ng pertinent facts: 

1. The 11Haga.na11 (Defense) is the responsibly-.controlled Jewish 
11underground" defense organization in Palestine. It has the 
support of the entire Jow~sh cormro.nity there, and is under tho 
direction of recognized Jewish leadership. Throughout the dis­
turb0l1ces of 1936-39, its practiced watchword was "self-restraint, n 
It protected, with remarkable success, the J~wish settlefilents 
against the attacks of Ju-ab terrorists, but steadfastly refused 
then and refuses today to be goaded into retaliating by like 
acts of terror. Technically illegal, the Hagana has long been 
acknowledged (unofficially) by the l;ri ti sh au thori ties as the 
recognized Jewish defense institution. Violence is not on its 
agenda; it has never been considered "dreadfl. As the official 
defense organ of the Palestine Jewish corrumni ty, whose spokesmen 
have bitterly condemned the recent outbursts, neither the Hagana 
nor any of its members have participated in bombing, shooting, 
or otherwise disturbing the peace. 

2! There is, however, a small illegal Jewish group which 
does fall into the category of "illegnlly-armed Zionist extrem­
ists." The Irgun Zvai Leumi (National Military Organization) 
and its still more extreme off-shoot, the so-cru.led 11 Storn Ga.ng, 11 

which do not recognize official Zionist discipline, have been 
denoimced by the Je~ish community in the strongost ~of terms. 
11 Credi t 11 for tho bombings has been claimed by the Irgun, while 
the shootings have been attributed to the fanatical Sternists, 
followers of one Abraham Stern who was stabbed during an encounter 
,-;i th the police in 1942. A blood-feud between followers of Stern 
and the police resulted in the violence of the past few weeks 
when a number of Stern• s henchmen escaped custody and decided 
to settle scores~ 
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3. It is more than unfortunate that TIME, noted for its accurate 

coverage of the news, should confuse the gangster Stern group 

and the irresponsible Irgun with the respected Hagana. A.s it is, 

despite the fact that both Til~ and the American pross have re­

ported tho prompt condemnation of the outra6es by "Palc stine 1 s 

peaceable Jewish rnajor:i.ty," that peaceable majority ond its 

defense organization have been subject to curfew restrictions 

and other indignities because of the failure of the police to 

round up all the culprits. Confusion of terms serves to attach 

an undeserved stigrna to an organization -- the Hagana - which 

has done an adrnirable job in protecting the lives and property 

of the Jews o:f Palestine and which has behaved splendidly under 

extreme provocation. 

NOTE; We do not want to flood TU~ UAGAZIN'.E with letters. Generally 

speaking, the article was favorable. A few letters from each conmru.11ity 

will serve the purpose. These should be brief and varied; PLEASE DO 

~ COPY THIS l~llORAi.'IDUM VZRBATIM -- it is si~ly background material, 

HLS:SH 



A~ERIC>+lZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISPN AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To -

Fro-ni 

.. 

MEMORANDUM 

Members of the Executive Committee 
A.imrican Zionist Emergency Council 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Date April 12 1 1944 

You will undoubtedly be interested in the recent formation of the 
Al/ERICA.I.~ JEWISH 'mADE UNION COM11;ITTEE FOR PALESTINE, and I am here­
with submitting to you an outline of its construction, aims, and 
some of the outstanding labor leaders who are affiliated with it. 

The American Jewish Trade tTnion Committee for Palestine was organized 
ten days ago under the leadership of Mr~ Max Za~itsky9 president of 
the United Hatters Cap and ~lillinery Workers Union of America, and 
a member of our Executive Committee. At the initial meeting forty 
labor leaders were in attendance, and they unanimously approved the 
creation of the Trade Union Cormnittee for the purpose of carrying 
on the fight against the White Paper among the trade unions of the 
United States and for the creation of a free and democratic Jewish 
CoII1110nwealth in Palestine. 

In addition to v~. Zaritsky as chairman, other officers include the 
following vice-chairmen: Isidore Nagler, vice-president of the 
International Ladies Garment Workers Union; Sanuel Wolchok, president 
of the United Wholesale-Retail Department Store Employees Union of 
,4inerica; Joseph Schlossberg, secretary-treasurer emeritus, Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America; William iolpert, secretary-treasurer, 
United Hebrew Trades; Alex Cohen, general manager of the Shirt Makers' 
International Union. The secretary of the Committee is I. H. Goldberg, 
vice-p~~sident, United Hatters Cap and Millinery Workers Union, end 
the "treasurer is Abraham Miller, secretary-treasurer of the Joint 
Board of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America. 

I 

All of these man hold exceedingly important positions in the labor 
world and have widespread influence. They have already obtained tho 
consent of William Green, president of the .American Federation of 
Labor, to be tho honorary chairman of their Committee, and a similar 
roquest has gone forward to Phillip iurray, president of the Congress 
of Industrial Organization~• The representation on tho Committee is 
both A.F.L. and C.I.O. 

It will be of interest to you to know that the entire reprosontation 
of the Committee, which at presont numbers over sixty, is ma.do up of 
men who have been active participants in labor Zionist affairs, a 
great many of them serving on every project which has emanated from 
the labor Zionist wing of our ioovement, as well as projects of the 
Jewish National lund. A number of the officers have visited Palestine 
and are thoroughly familiar with its problems and its needs. 
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Though the Committee is less than two weeks old, it has already 
extended its field to include representation in a nurooer of im­
portant cities in the United States. These are Doston, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Philadelphia, and Los Angeles. In each of these cities 
regional vice-chairmen have been appointed, and in oach case the 
vice-chairmen aro responsible Jer,ish labor leaders. 

The initial news release of this Committee received widespread 
publication in the Jeuish press and items in the English press. 
We are enclosing a number of these clippings for your attention 
and L'lformation. 

The Committee adopted a resolution calling for the abrog~tion of 
the White Paper and for the establishment of a free and democratic 
Je,;,rish Commonwealth in Palestine. This resolution is being set up 
in a two-page leaflet and is shortly to be sentp with an accompnny­
ing letter from the Committee, to every Congressman, Senator, and 
Governor. 

The next step of the Committee is to contact every state and city 
federation of labor of the A.F.L. and every industrial council of 
the O.I~O. for the purpose of obtaining endor sements of its resolu­
tion and to line up high-ranking labor officials in every state in 
the union for the work ahead of us. 

HLS:TEG 
Encs. 



f AMEIICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
142 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Conunittees Date April 27 • 1944 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The VLB-y issue of the Reader's Digest carries a "Report on Palest i ne" by 
Frederick C. Painton. In many respects this is one of the most unfavorable -
and untrue - articles on the Palestine question to appear in an American 
magazine. When we consider the tremendous circulation and influence which 
the Reader• s Digest has both here and abroad, we realize how damaging a blow 
Yx. Painton 1s piece is to the Zionist cause. 

The falsehoods and perversions in this article (and there are many) nust be 
brought to the attention of the editors of the Reader's Digest immediately, 
Please have your people prepare o.nd sen.d a number of letters to the Reader •s 
Digest~ These should be addressed to; 

Mr. DeWitt Wallace, Editor 
Reader•s Digest 
Pleasentville, New York 

Letters can be brief or lengthy in accordance with the wishes of the writer. 
Have them select one or more points of the following criticism and expand on 
them. In nc Ca§e are the letters to include sentences which are lifted bodilx 
from the criticism -- the words nro.st be those of the letter-writer. It is 
imperative that these letters be sent immediately! 

In their introduction to Mr. Painton•s article, the editors of the Reader's 
Digest make it perfectly clear that they are solidly behind the opinions 
expressed by the author. They point out that while lu~ Painton·s report 
was intended "solely as a memorandum to the editors ~ that they might intelli­
gently appraise current articles on the subj oct, 11 they found it 11 so inforrnati ve 
and so important as to warrant publication. it 

This artic1e 9 th0nr is in the opinion of the Digcst 1s editors 11 the truth behind 
the passj on and politics in the controversy ove:r extending immigration to the 
Jewish ;lC',n..,J.and,, 1: vvhy Frederick C. Painton, the .Otges·G i·s co .l·.rcs:punden~ in 
the Near 1Jc1,stern theater~ is best qualified to piesent the true picture is 
not explained. Perhaps the editors were impressed with his asserti,.>n that 
the report is 11 as honest and objective as it is in my poner to writet. 11 Let 
us, tt .. e-refore:> examine Mx·. Painton's conclusions for 11 truth11

11 "objectivity~" 
and ,:honesty.i• 

To begin withr Ur ., Painton makes things rather easy for h:tmself. He conven­
ient~y disregards the international implications of the Palestine question-~-
11 ttle i te1i1s like the Mandate for Palestine which t 10 League of Nations 



- 2 -

conferred upon J3ritain "for the establishment in Palestine of a national home 
for the Jewish people," the Joint Resolution unaniroously adopted by the Congress 
of the United States favoring such a national horne, the special treaty between 
the United States and :Sri tain which declared that no changes could be 1mde in 
the terms of the Mandate 11 without the consent of the United States." These 
and similar itoms appear nowhere in Mr. Painton•s study. We presume that this 
was for the benefit of his readers. Why bother to clutter up people's minds 
with dry, factual stuff when it 1 s so much more convenient to draw one's con­
clusions from conversations with 11 a government Arab official whom I cannot 
name. 11 

Nowhere in the article is :Britain 1s role in Palestine discussed. As a matter 
of fact, Mr. Painton chooses to regard the Palestine question as a 11 Jewish-
Arab problem• n with immigration the nub of that problem. The over-simplification 
:i.'s convenient indeed. If this is an "Arab-Jewish problem, 11 then there I s no need 
to draw attention to :Britain's pledges to the Jewish people or to other inter­
national guarantees of a Je\7ish National Home in Palestine, there I s no need to 
examine how well or how badly such promises have been kept, there• s no need to 
indicate that such an institution as the Palestine Administration even exists ... 

.A.s for Jewish immigration into Palestine -- Mr, Painton makes no mention what­
ever of the Jewish need for Palestine. The plight of the remaining Jews of 
Europe• for whom Palestine is the only place of refuge on this earth does not 
figure in Ur. Painton 1 s analysis. That these uprooted, hunted people need one 
spot where they may rebuild their shattered lives, free from the plagues of 
anti-Serni tism and homelessness which have tortured them for centuries, is 
never considered. 

And because such 11 minor 11 factors are disregarded, Mr. Painton finds no troubl~ 
in dismissing the entire question of the White Paper and what it means to Jews 
seeking escape from the European hell ,·dth these two sentences: 11 The Arabs• 
for the moment at least, a.re content to stand on the White Paper. The Jew·s 
are vigorously and even violently opposing it, but because of the war a sort 
of armistice has been set up which, except for the extremist~, has been reason­
ably wel 1 ob served. 11 

It uould seem that w~. Painton and the Digest•s editors need additional facts 
to round out their 11 objectivc 11 study. Perhaps they will allow us to supply 
a few of these. 

First, o.bout the White Paper. Isn • t it worth mentioning, why it was issued? 
Perhaps this information would make it necessary for Mr. Painton to revise his 
report somewhat. He would suddenly realize that there are other fo.ctors in 
the Palestine qu.e stion -- tho.t something cal led II Chamberl a.in appeasemen t 11 

figured prominently in 1939, when the W'nite Paper was issued, tho.this picture 
of 11 the unorganized Arab, who has no spokesmen and few arms, ..• who is leaning 
on the ::British to protect him," etc. is not 11 0.s honest und objective as it is 
in his power to write." 

For Mr. Painton•s information, the White Paper was issued by Britain to appeas 
certain Aro.b leaders who, under the influence of Hitler and M.1s sol ini, had 
whipped up their people ngainst tho British and the Jews. Did Mr. Painton 
ever hear of the Mufti of Jerusalem, we wonder? That gentleman is now ,Ii th 
hi~ Nazi master in Berlin. 

Mr. Painton tells us · that the Arabs 11 are afraid of the Jews" becau..se the latter 
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11 have a world press ru1d vast weal th, and have been snmggl ing in arms on a rather 
astonishing scale -- not only ri f le st but also machine-iuns and mortars ..• The 
.Arab is unorganized• he has no spokesmen, and he has fev1 arms." It follows, 
therefore, that it is the Jew who is the trouble-maker in Palestine. Not the 
feudal Arab leaders. Not the reactionary :British Colonial Administra tion. But 
the Jew -- the pioneer who reclaimed barren wasteland for the blessing of all 
end the hurt of none~ The Jew -- who revived an impoverished country. without 
the exploita tion of others, ai1d created a new and better life for ell t he in­
habitants of Palestine. This sarne Jew is the villain in the pi ece, if we are 
to believe this "Report on Palestine. 11 

l{a-. Painton, perhaps unwittingly, has supplied the M.1.fti with ample material 
for a number of broadcasts over the Berlin radio. He should be reminded of 
one simple f act -- the Jews have never attacked Arab communities, and arms in 
the possession of Jews have been used only in defense of Jewish homes and com­
nnmi ties against. Arab. terrorists. 

There are, unfortunately, a few (we repeat, a few) Je,nish extremists who are 
responsible for the recent outbreaks in Palestine. It should be pointed out, 
honever, that in no instance r,ere Arabs attacked, and that a!!. responsible 
Jewish groups hav e condenmed the actions of this handful of terrorists -- and 
in no uncertain terms. 

Conflict between .Arabs and Jews, negligible in the beginning, coulrl have been 
kept that way had not ti1e 7alestine Adrninistration vacillated and c1p1')e a sed '(long 
before appeasement became fashionable in the mother country). 

:Before we niove on from Mr~ Painton 1s description of the Palestine Jew as a 
fanatic, r✓ho disregards all else in his efforts to achieve his nationalist 
aims, let us ask ourselves: Who in the Hea+ East has kept faith with Britain 
and the other United Nations in this war? The ri~aqi, \·1ho in Britain 1s darke st 
hour attempted a pro-Nazi revel t? The Egyptians, who refused to lift a finger 
to halt Rommel 1 s approach to Alexandria? The Syrians, whose land nas teern.ed ~vi t h 
fascist spies? The Palestine Arabs, whose leader is doing Hitler• s work openly? 
(And incidentally, if the Arab has no spokesmen, as Mr. Painton declares, fo;r 
whom were officials of the above-mentioned countries speaking when they denounc ed 
the Palestine resolutions, introduced in the Congress of the United States, in 
such vitriolic terms?) 

By contrast, the Jews of Palestine have created a real arsenstl. of democracy in 
the Middle :East. More than 30,000 have volunteered for service in the British 
Army (this is e1µivalent to a volunteer enlistment of 8,000,000 in the Unit0d 
States) and the Jmlish National Home is providing food, ammunition and other 
vital supplies to United Nations forces. 

• Again on the quo st ion of immigration ~- Jews are quite willing to allow Pales­
tine• s 11 absorptive capacity" determine how many should be admitted. The Reader 1s 
Digest 1 s footnote containing Dr. Walter C, Lowdermilk's opinion on this question 
states that, with irrigation 1 Palestine could support an added 4,000,000 people. 
Need we say more? 

It should be noted• too, that within the past twenty-two years there has been 
a 40% increase in the ,AI:ab population of Palestine. This has been brought about 
by the declining Arab death-rat e (due to improved health condit i ons) and th~ 
migration of Arabs into ?alestine (to take advantage o! the higher standard of 
living created there by the Jews). 

t 
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Y~. Painton 1s survey contains so many mi sconcep tions and distortion s that it is 
impossible to cover them all here. (A full article would be required for this -
and if the editors of the Digest have a §ense of fair-play, they will invite 
someone who is better qualified than ?4f. Painton to present the facts in their 
next issue.) However• one or two of Mr. Painton•s statements should be noted 
here. 

He reports the . Trans-Jordan people as saying bitterly, "moving t he Arabs out of 
Palestine to let in the Jews is comparable to asking the peopl e i n Kansas to pick 
up and get out so that newcomers could settle on the land." The comparison with 
Ka.nsas suggests an American rather than a Transjordanian source for this maliciou s 
allegation. The idea that Transjordanians know of the existence of such a pl ace 
as Kansas is lau,ghable. However, iv;r, Painton 1 s point is that Arabs obj ect to 
being moved out of Palestine. The slightest enquiry on his part would have i n­
dicated that at no time have responsible Zionists proposed that the Arabs be 
dispossessed. On the other hand, Arabs have been IT~Ving into Palestine, not out 
of it, as was pointed out above. 

Mr. Painton warns: 11 The Arab world will rise if the White Paper clause on immi­
gration is rescinded. 11 That is only one man I s qpinion. A New York Times corres­
pondent recently reported from Palestine that Arab agitators are having a difficult 
time in stirring up even the Falestinia·1 Arabs, because the lat t er arc much too 
content with wartime prosperity. It should be pointed out, too, that on Jarch 9th 
President Roosevelt declared that the United States 11 has never given its approval 
to the :British White Paper of 1939 11 and that 11 full justice will be done to those 
who seek a Jowish National Home. 11 Not one Arab protest was heard, let alone a 
revolt of the .Arab world. 

Mr. Painton 1s conclusion -- 11 the Palestine problem will die out by sheer lack of 
Jews who would give up their O\'m homeland to pl ant themselve s anew in the sterile 
hills of Judea" -- is as false as it is vicious (or i gnorant). 

He speaks of Jer,s 11 giving up their homeland. 11 \fnere has ·1tr. Painton been during 
the past decade? Hasn't he hen.rd yet that the Jews of Europe -- no rnntter where 
they lived - have been uprooted and persecuted, tha t they are being a..~nihila ted. 
tha.t they ha.V E; no homes, that a majority of those who remain h fwe nothing to 
return to bu, t the graveyards of their loved ones? Which "homelands" n.rc to be 
11 gi ven up7 11 Those countries in Central Dnd Ea.st ern Europe wher e Jew-hating and 
Jew-killing have been the nationru. sport for generations? 

And 11 the sterile hills of Judea" indeed! Can Hr. Painton actually have visited 
Jewish Palestine and returned with that phrase? If lh'. Painton is correct, then 
the terraced fields, the beautiful orchards, the modern cities created by Jewish 
sweat and Jewish blood are a mirage which a surprisingly large number of observers 
and visitors have witnessed. 

The "Jewish problem" in Palestine (as Hr. Painton sees it) will not 11 die outU -­
not until the solemn pledges made to the J ovlish people have been fulfilled, not 
until Jewish hopes for Palestine have b een realized. Tho voice of Jewry and , 
the Christian conscience will not be silent. 

HLS: hiLD 



Article 
NEW YO~{ POST 
April 27, 1944 

PALESTINIAN IMPBESSION 

By J:dgar Ansel r110wrer 

Jerusalem (By Wireless) - Zionism in Palestine is so explosive a force 
that it rmist be seen to be realized. Reading isn 1t enough. The import of hun­
dreds of thousands of highly trained, highly competent European colonists, burst­
ing with enthusiasm upon a still medieval Islamic society is literally terrific. 

Outbursts and stresses seem all but inevitable. They can, in the long run, 
be allayed only by the triumph of one pattern of life or the other. This doesn't 
mean that either the Jews or the Arabs nust disappear. It does mean that either 
the Jews be permitted to make Palestine into an entirely modern country - a sort 
of outpost in the lliddle East of all the finest of the Occident -- or that the 
Arabs manage to limit, 11 ghettoize, 11 the Jews. 

There is an Arab renascence undoubtedly. The Arab is moving toward moderni­
zation. :But gradually in his dignified Oriental manner. It would seem impossible 
to establish traffic laws satisfactory to both Cadillac and camel-donkey societies. 

You become aware of the glaring contrast the moment your plane crosses the 
frontier from Sinai into Palestine, and far ahead the buildings of ~eersheba begin 
to dance in the sunlight. Behind -- an ocean of sand dunes; ahead, growing patches 
of green orchards and fields literally wrung, foot by foot, from the shifting 
desert 11hich has been forced back to a narrow, tawny stria along the blue Medi terra­
nean. 

Not all these model farms are Jerlish, but most arc Jerrn, and all are Jevdsh 
in inspiration, and shor, where tho Arab has sr1allo\1ed his prejudice and learned 
from the Jet, hou, by liberal application of capital, brain-oil and elbow grease, 
the desert can be made to blosaom. 

Here is one of the chief Jerlish quarrels ',iith the White Paper. According 
to the Jeus, the White Paper prevents them from colonizing vast rocky hillsides, 
uhich, according to them, the Arab never could n.nd never rrill cultivate, but \1hich 
Zionist brains and Zionist passion can, if allowed, transform in to gardens. 

Jeuish performance to date seems to justify this contention for it almost 
seems that the rockier, the more barren, the hotter, the sandier the plot of settle­
ment ground chosen, the more passionately_ do the Jenish colonists throw themselv s 
into the task of reclaiming it. 

According to nritish administrators and foreign diplomats, no job is too 
tough to be tackled by these people. They not only raise good citrus fruits. No 
they must raise the best oranges, lemons, grapefruits to grow anywhere. They not' 
only have hospitals, a scientific institute and a university, but these must be a 
1rodel for the world -- and are. In the wild joy of creating a new society against 
all ob~tacles, Palestinian Jews remind the traveler irresistibly of the Communist 
enth1:1-siasts who• in a series of five-year plans, did so mu.ch to transform backward 
Russia. 
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In a ten minutes• walk from the Mosque of Omar on !fount lvioriah in the old 
city of Jerusalem to the new Jewish quarter on the cool hills outside, you traverse 

a full thousand years. 

Here, in this writer's vieTI, is the British headache. Despite bitter 
charges made by certain Jens, this writer doesn 1t have the impression that J3ri tish 
colonial administration is specifically anti-Zionist or anti-Jew. It is true that 
the British have covered hill tops ~ith a series of semi-fortified police stations 
as forbidding as medieval castles. It is true that they seem more tender of Arab 

susceptibilitiGs than of Jewish ones. 

]ut the DritiAh here -- it seems to this writer -- are concentrated primar i ­
ly upon an imperial task -- namely1 making this region safe for the British, and, 
incidentally, for civilized interests. 

Arabs form not only the bulk of the population in the iliddle Eastern area 
but, despite occasional violent uprisings n.nd continual protests, they arc funda­
mentally indolent and easy to handle. The Jews aren 1t -- decidedly. Peace-loving 
they certainly are. Despite insignificant extremists ·who occasionally nro.rder 
British policemen and bomb buildings, they observe the laws. 

But their dynamic colonizing makes for tensions, problems and attitudes with 
which the officials of the British Colonial Office aren 1t particularly prepared to 
cope. Hence, their attitude. Hence, the anxiety which they make no attempt to 
hide. For, like every one else in this land, they realize that once the war is 
over I perhaps even before, the Jewish-Arab Palestinian problem, which the Wni te 
Paper sought to solve and which it has not solved, rlill burst forth with reneued 
intensity. 

----------
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Article 
NEW YORK POST 
April 29, 1944 

ZIONIST TASKS 

!y Edgar Ansel Mowrer 

Ain Geb, Lake of Galilee (By Wireless) - "Everything in the Middle East 
comes back to the Zionist problem," said my diplomat friend. back in Cairo. Now, 
finally, here in this collective settlement on the shores of blue Galilee, I under­
stand him. For Zionist Palestine is the most provocative society in the world. 

On a tiny scale, the Zionists are out to prove the possibility of everything 
most people thought impossible. Foreigners in this area divide, dispute and quarrel 
as fiercely about Zionism as they did about Soviet Russia. For, in this writer's 
judgment, as Palestine goes, so in time will go the Middle East. 

Consider a few of the tasks the Zionists cooly faced and are in the process 
of accomplishing. They had first to make a Jewish people. How to bring semi-bar­
barian Jews from Yemen or Turkestan into the same society with the medieval Talmud­
ists from Lithuania, scientists from Vienna, modernists of New York and Berlin? 

Well, with a few exceptions among the older people, this hns been done. 

Common people must have a common language. This language in Jewish eyes 
could only be Hebrew -- the language of the prophets. Jews from 34 countries had 
mostly only a smattering of Hebrew which they knew from prayers. Today Hebrew is 
the only common language, with English the secondary tongue. 

The second task was the fight agntnst the elements. A new town like Tel 
Aviv, with 170,000 Jews, and scores of individual and collective settlement farms 
throughout the country, are testimony to the successful war against rocks and sandy 
desert. 

There are no failures to date. Having seen it, this uriter is now convinced 
that with such agricult·u.ral methods and thorough industrialization, 3,000,000 such 
people could thrive on this tiey territory. Furthermore, except for funds needed to 
finance further immigration, Palestine is now a permanently self-supporting society. 

To make this their homeland, the Jews must struggle against a partially hos­
tile .Arab population • .Arab resistance took the form of first selling land to Jews at 
exorbitant prices, then doing everything from grumbling to killing in order to prevent 
the Jews from prospering and spreading. 

The Arab plight is the plight of every backward people faced by a peaceful 
invasion of another people superior in their ability both to work and fight. To re~ 
pel the Arab attacks, Jews have taken to arms and have a defense orgnnization equal 
to anything the Palestinian Arabs can possibly br:in g against it. 

Not to speak of to~ns, every outlying settle~ent is now a stockade of 
struggle ngainst the British to secure the right of unrestricted immigration and land 
purchase. Little cnn -- under censorship -- be related fro□ here, 

Suffice it to say that one way or another, the Jews o.re beating the White 
Paper, thnt some imnigrants are steadily reaching the Land of Israel. Only recently 
two shiploads come from Romania to Istanbul, thus denonstrnting that others could 
have been rescued before if the American and British governments had co-operated then 
as they are co-oper~ting now, 
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Another fight was for a largely socialist society. The strongest force 
in this country is the Jewish Labor Party. Some agricultural settlements go far 

beyond Russia and have established complete collectivism, share and share alike, 
regardless of natural gifts. 

Behind this lies the transformation of Jewish man from a hard-working 
but primarily urbanized intellectual being into a person who prizes ho.rd physical 
work in the open air above everything. 

Rabbis' sons toil in fields, load on their backs 2OO-pound sacks of sugar 

with a smile and a song on their lips. The result is the happiest, healthiest 
generation of little children this writer has seen anywhere. Adults still show 
physical signs of ~heir ghetto origins, but children under fifteen are a new breed 
of cats. 

The greatest struggle -- one still to come - is the battle to make Pal­

estine into Eretz Israel -- Jewish state. This means abolition of the White Paper, 

it means unrestricted immigra.tion, it means overcoming Arab and British resistance. 

The Jewish will is fixed on this and nothing less. In his "Outline of 
History," H. G. Wells spoke of the ancient Jews as being 11peculinrly stubborn 
little people who persisted in living on an international highway and ~ere continu­
ally getting run over.11 

Palestine is still an internntionnl highway, a matter of anxiety to the 
big powers of today as of yesterd~. The Jews, after nearly 2,000 years, nre again 

pitching their tents in the same spot, stubborn as ever. 
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ol-merican ZioniJt Cmergencg, Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hedesseh, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrechi Organization of America 
Poele Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

To All Emergency Committees: 

CALL TO A CONFERENCE 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

On last December 11th and 12th representatives of local Zionist 
Emergency Committees met in Cleveland and adopted a program of basic political 
principle underlying the work of the American Zionist Emergency Council, as well 
as that of the local Committees. Since then events of historical significance 
have transpired. On January 27th the Wright-Compton Resolution on Palestine 
was introduced in the House of Representatives. This was folloNed by hearings 
before the House Foreign Affairs Committee at which the case for a Jewish 
Palestine was ably and effectively defended by representatives of the Council. 

A similar resolution was introduced in the Senate by Senators 
Wagner and Taft on February 1st. On March 9th the President of the United States 
received the co-chairmen of the American Zionist Emergency Council and authorized 
us to issue in his name a statement with which you are familiar. That same day 
a great Christian Conference on Palestine was held in Washington. In the meantime 
the military authorities had intervened to request Congress "without reference 
to the merits of these resolutions" to defer action on them to some future date. 
In connection with these resolutions a remarkably sympathetic expression was 
voiced by the American press, by governors, mayors, leaders in labor and industry, 
and thousands of Jewish and non-Jewish organizations. 

It is clearly apparent that these event s have served to make 
Zionism and Palestine vital and pressing questions o the agenda of the United 
Nations. The question to which we must now address ourselves is how can we keep 
Zionism and Palestine on the agenda. 

The Americi¥1 Zionist Emergency Council met in an all-day session 
on April 3rd to discuss this situation and chart our future course. However, it 
is our considered opinion that now again, as last December, we need the benefit 
of the counsel a.nd advice of the leaders of the local Committees since much of 
our program must be implemented on the local level. For that purpose we invite 
you to designate one or more representatives of your Committee to attend a con­
ference at the Statler Hotel in tashington on Tuesday and Wednesday, May 23rd 
and 21th. 
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At the moment we plan an all-day meeting on Tuesday to include 
luncheon and dinner sessions for a discussion of our several problems. Wednesday 
morning and early afternoon are being left open to allow delegates from the com­
munities to call upon our Congressmen and Senators to discuss with them several 
problems which will be suggested at Tuesday night's session. 

It is well that in designating your representatives you bear in 
mind this very significant phase of the conference. May we also suggest that you 
lose no time in arranging appointments with your Congressmen. 

Enclosed herewitt is a form on which we ask you to notify us of 
the names of those who will attend, as well as the time of their arrival. Our 
office in Washington will be very glad to make hotel reservations for your rep­
resentatives if we are informed of their desires sufficiently in advance. 

~S: &4r 
Sincerely yours, 

Stephen S. Wise Abba Hillel Silver 
Co-Chairmen 

W/S/sh 
Enc. 



1. Name 

The following delegates will attend the Conference of Emergency 
Committees of the American Zionist Emergency Council, to be held 
at the Hotel Statler, Washington, D.C., Tuesday, May 23rd, be in­
ning 10:00 A.M., and Wednesday, May 24th, 1944. 

Time of Arrival ·-----------
Time of Departure ________ _ 

------------- Do you wish hotel reservations made? 
Address ____________ _ 

City ___________ _ Type of Accommodations: 

Single __ _ Double ---
Remarks ---------------

Time of Arrival ·-----------

2. Name --------------
Time of Departure _________ _ 
Do you wish hotel reservations made? 

Address __________ _ 
Type of Accommodations: 

City ___________ "-----
Single __ _ Double ---

Remarks ______________ _ 

Time of Arrival. __________ _ 

Time of Departure _________ _ 
5. Name ------------- Do you wish hotel reservations made? 

Address ------------ Type of Accommodations: 
City ____________ _ 

Single __ _ Double ---
Remarks ______________ _ 

Because of the nature of travel facilities, delegates will 
undoubtedly make train reservations at once for going to 
Vashington and returning therefrom. 
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• AMEr:~CAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date May 3, 1944 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Enclosed herewith are texts of dispatches filed from Egypt and Palestine 
by Edgar .Al.1.sel iviowrer, whose column is syndicated in approximately 40 daily 

newspapers throughout the United States. After you read these dispatches, 
you will readily understand why we are anxious that they be given wide 
cir~ulation. 

The .A:pril 27th and April 29th dispatches were carried in Ne,1 York by the 
11 Post, 11 and the May 4th dispatch is scheduled to appear in that paper 

tomorrow. These articles were sent by the syndicate which handles Mr. 

Mowrer 1s column to all nev,spapers subscribing to it. However, we hear 
that some newspapers have not carried the articles. 

If one of your city 1s newspapers customarily carries the Mowrer column, 
we urge you to do the following as quickly as possible: 

l. If the aforementioned dispatches were carried, a number 
of letters should go to the r!ianaging Editor telling him 
how \1011 tho Mowrer stories from tho Hiddle East were 
received, and commending him for presenting these facts 
in his paper, etc. 

2. If the paper did not ca:rry the ~~wrer dispatches, you 
should contact the Han.aging Edi tor immediately. He 
should be told that the dispatches '1ere brought to your 
attention by residents of other cities where the Mor,rer 
column appears. ~tters to the editor should reflect 
disappointment over the fact that items favorable to 
Zionism, written by one ,1ell qualified to present a 
truthful report, should be ignored. 

In addition to the above, uill you be good enough to inform this office of 
any action taken. 

HLS:SH 
Encs. 



• 

To be released in 
l~W YORK POST 
Thursday, Uay ,1, 1944 

:BRITISH CAIRO POLICIES Ju'ID 'IRE WAR EFFORT 

l3y Eg.gar Ansel Uowrer 

Cairo (:Dy Wireless) _.,_ Certain .Americans living in the h'iiddle East and 
studying the situation here are convinced that certain political policies now being 
applied by the British in Cairo are harmful to the common war effort but, because 
of strict political censorship, they are being prevented from saying so. 

Censorship aside, this is a difficult topic to discuss for three reasons. 
The first is that the American administration is being fully informed of these 
British policies and, since it tolerated where it doesn 1t actually approve them, 
who are private citizens to criticize? The second is, that any discussion may 
become acrimonious and tend to disrupt the close, confident British-American part­
nership on which the future of the world so clearly depends. The third is the 
usual military claim to lmow best, and first to deprive the public of salient facts, 
then to deny validity to the public 1 s judgment because of ignorance of said facts. 
Nonetheless, the situation has become such in the last few weeks that this writ er 
intends to stick his neck out and set dmm one newspaperman• s opinion. 

Still another introduction is necessary. British post-war plans for the 
region between Naples and India may or may not be satisfactory to the American 
people. If and when the question of post-war cooperation with Britain arises, they 
will have the right and the opportunity to examine these plans carefully and decide 
which arc acceptable to them and which are not. But they can claim to interfere 
only if they are willing to accept, with the :British, and with the Russians if 
possible, co-responsibility for the entire region, pending assumption of authority 
by the coming international organization. Otherwise, they cannot properly blame 
the British for planning to run the area according to their o,m lights and along 
their o,m lines. The war effort is another matter for the Americans have accepted 
full co-responsibility and ~ith this obviously goes an unfettered right to criti­
cism, The following is being written under that right, 

The charge is, as I said, that certain British political policies being 
administered and possibly formulated in Cairo are harmful to the war effort and are 
being hidden from the Americans behind an incredibly autocratic censorship. This 
goes particularly (120 words censored). The excuse here is 11 military necessity" 
because of the alleged rnili tary potential of Said Arabs. Yet• the same Britishers 
will tell you privately that the military potential of the entire Arab world out­
side of French North Africa is negligible, that, furthermore. the Arabs are hope­
lessly divided among themselves, that most of them are anti-British, many were pro­
Axis, that• finally, the Arabs, at most could become merely a "serious nuisance". 

Yet, for such reasons, General 1/iarshall was persuaded by his J3ritish col­
leagues to interfere with the American congressional move in favor of the Palestine 
Zionists. These Zionists are heart and soul with the United Nations. Their con­
tribution to the comroon war effort is many times greater than that of the Arabs. 
They wish to do more and have submitted recently a scheme which might well S:l\t} many 
Dritish and American lives. Yet their offer is ignored, they are being given little 
public credit for what they have done. 
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British here don 1t like public discussion of these matters. They insist 
that they alone a.re able to judge the situation. They defend hiding facts behind 
alleged military necessity. Unfortunately for them, their political record doesn't 
warrant the full trust which they demand. The British obviously failed to avoid 
the present war. The British have blundered politically in Italy like the Ameri­
cans in North Africa. The .American popular belief in their omniscience has gone. 
If they wish to avoid future dissension, it might be well either to raise the 
censorship and permit public discussion now or modify these questionable policies. 



AMrRICAN tlONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date Viay 11, 1944 

Harry L. Sha:piro 

IMPORT~TT -- CONFIDENT I,A;L 

The .American Zionist Emergency Council is mobilizing all responsible groups 
in American Jewry to combat the activities of the American League for a Free 
Palestine, the late st in the series of paper organizations created by four or 
five young men who were sent to the United States as a "Palestine Delegation 11 

by a small political group in the Holy Land known as the Irgun Zevai Leumi. 
In recent weeks we have come to lmow all too well what the Irgun is and what 
methods it enrploys. The Irgun uses ntorror as a political weapon against Jews, 
Arabs and Britons alike, 11 Pierre van Paassen declares in his recent letter to 
The Protestant magazine. 

The demoralizing effect of this small group of opportunists on American Jewish 
life 1mst be counteracted now. The attached statement has boon released to 
tho Yiddish and Anglo-Jewish press, :But we rm1st do more. Exposes of the LeBo""tl.O 
for a Free Palestine must be put in the hands of that group's innocent victims 
(and we use the word advi scdly) • 

You are urged to do the following: 

1. Circulate the attached statement and Pierre van Paassen 1 n 
"A Cruel Hoax on the American Public" among the Jews in 
your commu.ni ty. 

Let us lmow how many copies of these you will require and 
they will be forwarded immediately. 

2. lf you know of individuals (Jews or non-Jews) in yow corn-­
rru.ni ty who have associated themselves with this group, you 
should approach them in person, acquaint them with the facts 
as presented in our statement and the van Paassen letter, 
and urge them to withdraw their support, You understand, 
of course, that this should be done with the greatest degree 
of tact. 

3. After you have secured the resignation of League meufucrs, 
send us their names, along with any statemcn t which they 
may care to make, and we will release the story to the 
Yiddish and .Anglo-Jewish papers. 

We are confident that you will deal with this extremely iili)ortant matter promptly 
and efficiently. 

HLS: l1J3P 
Encs. 
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u A C R U E L H O A X 

0 N T H E A M E R I C A N P U B L I C " 

By 
' 

PIERRE VAN PAASSEN 



LETTERS 

The Irguni.rt Hoax 

Dear Kenneth Leslie: 

TO THE EDITOR 

Those letters, of which you sent me copies, wherein you are asked why THB 
PROTESTANT does not support the endeavors of the so-called ''Emergency Committee 
to Save the Jews of Europe," which calls itself a non-partisan, non-sectarian body, are 
of a similar content and tenor as a number of inquiries I have been receiving myself 
lately. 

I generally reply to my correspondents that I know both the political motives and 
the personnel of that Committee rather intimately since they are both identical with 
those of the now defunct ··committee for a Jewish Army" with which, as you will recall, 
I was associated for a short time in the capacity of National Chairman. 

The actual directors of both these Committees, and of two others now in process 
of formation, viz. the "National Jewish Council" and the "American League for A 
Free Palestine" are the self-same individuals-four or five young men who were sent 
to the United States as a "Palestine Delegation" by a small political group in the Holy 
Land known as the Irgun Zevai Leumi, or, in English: the 'Nationalist Military Organiza­
tion." This numerically insignificant group in Palestine is modelled, structurally and 
ideologically, upon the erstwhile Social Revolutionary Party of Czarist Russia, or, if 
you wish for a nearer and closer prototype: the Macedonian Comitadjis. The Irgun is 
proscribed in Palestine because of its fascistic methods and its advocacy and employment 
of terror as a political weapon against Jews, Arabs and Britons alike. It is no exaggera­
tion to say that ninety-five and three-quarters per cent of the Jewish population in 
Palestine have no truck or trade with the Irgun. 

In a dispatch from Jerusalem, dated February 25 of this year, the New York Ti1Ms 
reported an increase in terroristic outrages in Palestine. The dispatch attributed the 
rise of violence to a renewed activity on the part of the Irgun. I say "renewed" because 
during the tragic period of disrurbances in the Holy Land, back in 1936-1939, the lrgun 
made its very name obnoxious and infamous to all sincere friends of Palestine by sub­
tracting itself from national Jewish discipline. In those years the Jewish Community 
of Palestine with one common accord decided not to retaliate, not to kill Arabs in 
retaliation for the almost daily murder of Jew& and the destruction of Jewish property by 
Arabs acting under the inspiration of Axis agents. The Irgun alone abstained from 
this noble and truly Christian resolution. It is common knowledge that the Irgun did 
kill and did commit acts of violence. There were even rumors that certain members of 
the Irgun made attempts to establish contact with the Nazis in Germany with a view 
to bring about concerted action against the British in the Near East. These rumors 
were denied by the Irgun itself. 

The aforementioned dispatch to the New York Times ran as follows: 
"Jerusalem, Feb. 15-Political terrorist activity has been snowing a marked 

recrudescence lately in various parts of Palestine, probably in the mistaken notion 
that it will bring about pressure on British authorities to change her present policy 
drastically in favor of extremist Jewish nationalist demands. 

''The authors of these outrages-of which the latest was the explosion of 
two ri~e bom~s placed insid~ Br~tish police vehicl:s at ~aifa ye_sterday-belong 
to a t~ny _fanatical group c~rng itself Irgun Zeva1 Leumi (Nat10nalist Military 
Organization) whose anarchist acts have been condemned by the remainder of 
the Jewish population as harmful to the Jewish cause. Twenty dissident revo­
lutionaries recently escaped from a detention camp near Jerusalem and are be­
lieved to have joined their associates belonging to an even more extremist 
faction, whose leader, Abraham Stern, was shot dead during a police encounter 
in February, 1942. 

"Arab papers have joined the Jewish press in demanding the apprehension 
and dire punishment of these lawless elements." 

APalL, 1944 ·• 41 



I resigned from the "Committee for a Jewish Army," which was set up by the 
lrgunist delegation, not because of outside pressure or because I was dissatisfied with 
the salary, as has been alleged ( for there was no salary or any other kind of remunera­
tion involved at any time). I resigned, I say, because I came to the painful realization 
that the Committee's directors, the four or five Palestinian Irgunists had not mended 
and showed no intention to mend their ways in this country, as I had at fust hoped they 
would and as they had promised me faithfully and repeatedly. I had accepted the 
National Chairmanship in the fust place because I believed it but right that the Jews of 
Palestine, who were fighting so gloriously in the British Armies in the Near East should 
have a military force of their own, should fight and die under their own flag and in 
their own name, as it were, and not as unknown soldiers. 

I ~till believe this should be so when I consider that at least a quarter of General 
Montgomery's forces at the height of the campaign in Lybia were Palestinian Jews and 
that at present no less than sixty Palestinian Jewish units are fighting in Italy. When 
Irak, the country which called in Hitler's Luftwaffe to stab Britain in the back, is made 
a member of the United Nations, and when Egypt whose armies did not lift one finger 
to resist the German invader and whose Chief of Staff was arrested at a moment when 
he was on the verge of flying over to Rommel with Montgomery's secret campaign plans 
in his pocket, is treated as a loyal Ally, I think the Palestinian Jewry should at least 
be given recognition of its valor and the country of Palestine recognition of its immense 
industrial and agricultural contribution to the common victory by being permitted to 
call its army its own. 

Moreover, the constitution of an army made up of Palestinian Jews, would, I think, 
go a long way cowards spiking those Goebbels-inspired whispering campaigns in chis 
country of America according to which the Jews leave the fighting, the suifering and 
the dying to others. The world would know that Jews do fight and have fought mag­
nincently in this war. 

On the strength of the promise of the Irgunists that they would not inject the 
methods and tactics of their Palestine society into American affairs, I accepted the 
Chairmanship of the "Committee for a Jewish Army." I was to be deeply disillusioned 
and I was placed in a most embarrassing position vis a vis of many friends and eminent 
personalities who had sought to persuade me to disassociate myself from the lrgunist 
Committee. 

In spite of earnest and repeated remonstrances and protests on my part, the 
directors of the "Committee for a Jewish Army" insisted on bringing into that organ­
ization a number of persons notorious for their reactionary past in American public 
life. They also refused to collaborate with established Jewish and non-Jewish bodies 
and organizations of a progressive, reputable and democratic character. Like the Irgun 
in Palestine, the Irgunist directors of the "Committee for a Jewish Army" wanted to 
play and did play a lone hand. 

The real reasons for my resignation were always carefully hidden or totally misrep­
resented by the directors of the "Committee for a Jewish Army" so that many people 
till this day are and remain under the false impression that I am still an active supporter 
of the Committee or of one or more of its various offshoots and prolongations. This 
illusion was furthered a good deal by the reproduction in the Irgunist periodical Th• 
Answer of articles and statements from my pen which had appeared elsewhere but 
which were presented in that publication as original material. 

r never had any connection _with The Answer and I stopped the sale of my recent 
book by its editors. 

With the "Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe" which is one of the 
offshoots of the Army Committee I had no relationship whatever either. 

I am not it goes without saying, opposed to saving Jews from Europe, and I have 
all my days been one of the most outspoken and militant non-Jewish advocates of the 
establishment of a free and independent Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. My books 
Da,s of Ou, Years, The Time ls Now, That Day Alone and The Forgotten Ally are 
a public record to testify for me. 

But I cannot in conscience, support a "Committee to Save the Jewish People of 
Europe," which has neither the means, the facilities, nor, I declare, the intention tO 

save Jews. 

a • THI PROTIITANT 



To speak bluntly, that "Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe" is a hoax, 
in my judgment a very cruel hoax perpetrated on the American public, Jewish and 
non-Jewish alike. That Committee and its directors have but one aim in view; to 
increase the prestige of the outlawed political group in Palestine known as the Irgun 
and the glorification of the Irgun's self-styled "dynamic" missionaries in this country. 

It is so easy to make a noise and create a . fuss and gather a few followers, as the 
Irgunist directors of these leagues, coll;)filittees and councils are doing here in America, 
so easy when one has neither responsibility or standing. By what they do here in 
America they hope to make an impression in Palestine and to persuade Palestinians 
that at least in the U.S.A. the Irgun is constructively active and has public support. At 
present the Irgunists take credit and proclaim from the housetops that they are respon­
sible for President Roosevelt's appointment of a Committee on Refugees. This is, as 
Ludwig Lewisohn aptly remarked, like Chantecler in Rostand's play crowing from the 
dungheap that he has made the sun rise. 

The "Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe" has been abandoned by 
many liberals and is today almost homogeneously made up of reactionaries on the one 
hand and on the other hand of well-meaning persons who are distressed over the woes 
of Israel, but who do not know the background, the origin, the ambitions and the real 
objectives of the Committee's parent-body and its ultimate objectives. 

I commiserate the more with these charitably-minded persons since I was once 
a victim myself, and I deeply regret that some have entered the ranks of the Irgunist 
organizations in America in a belief that I was to be one of their fellow-members. The 
explanation of the commendation which certain prominent men have given to the 
Committee's work is simply this, that the Committee has managed to attract their atten­
tion by the noise it makes with its vulgar, high-pressure tactics of publicity. If people 
knew what was really involved they would have kept the Committee at a considerable 
distance. 

In the Jewish field, the Committee goes counter to and combats the internationally­
legally established "Jewish Agency for Palestine" which is the body that represents the 
national interests of the Jewish people in the community of civilized nations. All the 
Irgunist Committees; the Committee to Save the Jews, The League for a Free Palestine, 
etc., seek to disrupt established Jewish organizations, such as the Zionist Organization 
of America by means of typically facile, fascist charges and accusations of "bureaucratic 
inefficiency," "ruling cliques," "grand moguls," etc. It is so easy! ... 

You are perfectly right in your decision not to have anything to do with the "Com­
mittee to Save the Jewish People of Europe" or with the Irgun's next item: the "League 
for a Free Palestine." They are both sponsored by the same Palestinian body through 
its delegation here in America: the fascist, terrorist lrgun. The Jewish people in this 
hour of their supreme anguish when three million Jews have been killed by Hider and 
when the doors of Palestine remain closed to the refugees, undoubtedly need our 
sympathy and our help. But that help cannot be given by supporting the deliberate 
confusionists of the Irgun either here or in the Holy Land. 

PIBRRB VAN PAASSEN 

reprinted by 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

521 F'ifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 



....... ... 

A WARNING - ... - - - - - Z I O N I S T S -------- o E 

A new organization called the American League for a Free Palestine has 

been launched. Its objects are stated to be "to save the Jewish people of Europe" 

and "to establish the Hebrew nation in Palestine." The promoters of the new organ­

ization acknowledge the great contribution made by the World Zionist movement to 

Palestine and to the Jewish people, but allege that the Zionist movement is purely 

sectarian it character and that therefore it is necessary "to fill the long-felt 

need for a Palestine Freedom movement" with a non-sectarian organization. The new 

organization differentiates between "European and Palestinian Jews who have no other 

desire than to live in Palestine," who are members of the "Hebrew" Nation, and Jews 

living in all other lands, who presumably do not belong to the "Hebrew" Nation. To 

anyone with the slightest acquaintance with the facts, this definition can only be 

described as specious nonsense. It is quite evident that an attempt is being made 

to give a distorted paraphrase of Zionism and to use it to form a new competitive 

organization. 

Through the Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate, the Zionist 

movement secured international approval of its aim to re-establish the Jews as a 

nation in Palestine. It was never intended or suggested that Jews should owe polit­

ical allegiance to any country other than to the land of which they are citizens. The 

relation of an American Jew to the Jewish National Home, when it is established, will 

not differ from that of any other American toward the land of his ancestral homeland. 

The representative status of the World Zionist Organization, subsequent­

ly enlarged in the Jewish Agency for Palestine to include members of non-Zionist 

groups in many lands, was specifically recognized in the Palestine Mandate. The 

Zionist movement has established organizations in every part of the world, which are 
• 

everywhere recognized as representing local Jewish interests in the development of 

the Jewish Homeland. From the very start, non-Jewish sympathy and understanding of 

the objectives of the movement was regarded as of vital importance. In many 
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countries, non-Jewish pro-Palestine committees were established. In the United 

States, the Zionist movement has welcomed the organization of the American Palestine 

Committee and the Christian Council On Palestine. The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

is today the recognized spokesman of the Jewish people in all matters concerning the 

future of Palestine, and is so regarded by Jews, non-Jews, and the governments with 

which it deals. The new organization is bound to mislead those concerned with the 

Jewish problem, with regard to the ideals and principles underlying the Zionist 

movement. 

The founders of the so-called League for a Free Palestine are a small 

group of persons who, within recent years, acting in accordance with the opportun­

istic impulses of the moment and exploiting the miseries which have befallen our 

people abroad, have established one paper organization after another. These paper 

organizations include the Friends of a Jewish Palestine, the Committee for a Jewish 

Army, the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe, and now, the League 

for a Free Palestine. None of these organizations or committees have had any official 

relationship, direct or indirect, with any responsible body in American Jewish life. 

Far from advancing the cause of a Jewish Palestine, or the interests of 

the Jewish people, the League will be productive of nothing but public confusion. 

It will impair the effectiveness and authority of the internationally recognized 

Jewish Agency for Palestine. It will make for disunity and uncertainty at a time 

when Jewish singleness of purpose and coordination of effort are of vital importance. 

DO NOT BE MISLED BY THIS GROUP 1S PUBLICITY -- REMEMBER THAT 
FULL-PAGE ADVERTISEMENTS WILL NOT REBUILD THE JEWISH NATIONAL HOME 

DO NOT SUPPORT THIS ATTEMPT TO DESTROY ZIONISM AND 
THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

DO NOT PERMIT A FEW IRRESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUALS TO SPEAK 
FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE 

t!OBILIZE PUBLIC OPINION BEHIND THE ACCREDITED ZIONIST BODIES 
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Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

July 6, 1944 

I am taking the liberty of sending you herewith three statements recording the 
background and purposes of the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation and the 
American League for a Free Palestine. 

Your name has appeared in advertisements in support of one or both groups. No 
doubt you permitted this out of a desire to be of service to the Jewish people 
at a time of crisis. I am sure, however, that your good will is being misdi­
rected, and that your name is being used to further the designs of a grou~ of 
men who have been denounced by the Jews of both Palestine and the United States 
through the latter's accredited spokesmen. Ample proof of this is contained in 
the enclosed documents, each of which is an official pronouncement by a duly 
authorized agency of the Jewish people. These agencies are: 

The American Jewish Conference -- a democratically chosen body repre­
senting the Jews of America, and elected by them to act and speak in 
their behalf. Heading the Interim Committee of the Conference are 
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Henry Monsky, and Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 

The American Zionist Emergency Council -- a delegated council of the 
Zionist Organization of America, Hadassah, Poale Zion, and Mizrachi-­
four American Zionist bodies with a membership of about 500,000. Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver and Dr. Stephen S. Wise are co-chairmen of the Council. 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine -- an international body recognized 
under the Mnndate for Palestine as representing the Jewish people in 
all matters concerning the upbuilding of the Jewish National Home in 
Palestine. The distinguished British scientist and statesmen, 
Dr. Chaim Weizmann, heads the Jewish Agency. 

Neither the League for a Free Palestine nor the Hebrew Committee of National 
Liberation can show an honest claim to act as spokesman for a single Jew anywhere 
in the world. The few individuals who organized these groups and who are feeding 
on the gullibility of well-intentioned Americans who are always ready to respond 
to the plea of the unfortunate, represent no one but themselves. 

If, after a study of the enclosed material, you realize, as we do, that you are 
being imposed upon, we trust that you will cease to serve as sponsor of these 
groups which are committing a great disservice to the Jewish cause and which are 
serving only to create dissention end confusion among Jews and non-Jews alike. 

HLS:TEG 
Enc. 

cerely is•,r--.~;c,___.--~ 

Harry . S piro 
Dire or 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Emergency Committee Chairmen Date July 25, 1944 

Froni Rabbi Irving Miller, Chainnan, Community Contacts Committee 

The American Zionist Emergency Council has within the past few weeks achieved 
victories of the greatest political significance. On June 27 the Republican 
National Convention includoo. in its platform a plank which declRred: 

"In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men, 
women and children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call 
for the opening of Palestine to their unrestricted immigration 
and lruld ownership, so that in accord1nce with the full 'intent 
and purpose of the Balfour Declt=l.l'~tion of 1917 Md tho Resolu­
tion of a Republic;m Congress in 1922, Palestine mey bo consti­
tuted n.s ::l. free :m.d democratic Commonwoalth ••• 11 

• 
Three weeks l:iter, on July 20, the Democrr-itic N.1.tion:u Convention \1ent on 
record as follows: 

"We favor the opening of P~lostino to unrestricted Jowish immi­
gration ruid coloniz3tion, r-uid such a policy as to result in the 
establishment there of a froe :ind democr::1tic Jewish Common,von.lth. '' 

For the first tine in .Americ;m history both major political pn.rties havo issuod 
clear-cut, vigorous endorsements of Zionist ~ims, These pl:mks serve to empha­
size what we in the Emergency Council h~ve known for some time -- that rm over­
whelming majority of .Americans aro with us. They also indic~to the tremendous 
progress made in our program of education -md public relations - for the 
adoption of these pl~nks mf\V not have boon possible without the intensive acti­
vity carried on over~ period of m;my months in Wnehington nnd elseTThore by the 
Emergency Council 'Uld by all of tho local Emergency Comnittees. 

It should be noted th~t the securing of those resol,1tions was a r.1ost difficult 
task. During the Republic:m Nation.,l Convention in Chicago, the chairr.:tnn of tho 
executive committee, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Md his associates put in a ~eek 
of feverish, nerve-wracking ~ork bofore a PRJ.estine plMk omorgcd from tho GOP 
Resolutions Committee. The co-chnirmnn of the Council, Dr. Stephen So Wise, 
and his associates experienced an equally arduous eight dn.ys durin~ the Demo~ 
cratic National Convention, The gre~test degree of tenacity, cour::igo :md 
political wisdom was required in both cases. Let us be thankful that our leA.d­
ers possessed these qualities in abund:mce. 

Tho Palestine planks, however tremendous their signific:mco. should be regn.rded 
as tr.ro more milestones on our road to coi:rplete victory, However, they should 
reinforce our conviction th~t the dn.y \1hen Palostine uill bo established ~s a 
free and democratic Jewish Common~e~lth is not too far dist~t. I urgo you to 
strengthen your Comr.iittee so th~t it is ~ble to cope with the problens uhich 
will ~rise during the next threo or four months, the most criticn.l poriod in 
the history of our r.10,vor.iont. The final bA.ttle lios nhend ,'Uld will require our 
undiminished effort. 

I would Appreciate having your reaction or the reaction of sone of the lend.ors 
of your community to the subject of this cor.u:nmic~tion, ns well as any suggest­
ions which you rn..-cy h~vo for our future activity. 
IM::mG 



ol-merican ZioniJt Cmergencg Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadessah, Women's Zionist Organiution of Americe 
Miuachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of Americe 
Zionist Orgenization of America 

This letter was sent to 
200 synpathizers with the 
.American .Lteague for a Free 
__ Palestine (see list) 

Dear --

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

August 31, 1944 

I am taking the liberty of sending you the enclosed "open 
letter" by Senator Robert F. lfagner to the .American League for a 
Free Palestine, in the hope that it will serve to acquaint you 
further with the true nature of this organization. We hope, too, 
that Senator Wagner's statement will indicate how constructive 
work in behalf of the Jewish people can be carried on through 
accredited and responsible organizations. 

In my letter of July 6th, I called your attention to the 
~osition taken by all recor,nized spokesmen for the Je~ish peonle, 
in matters concern·ng the future of Palestine, on the so-called 
Hebrew Committee of National Liberation a the League for a 
Free Palestine. I had hoped that the informat·on conta·ned in my 
earlier comnunication would bring about your withdrawal from 
this group, which has been listing your name in public advertise­
ments as one of its sponsors. 

Inasmuch as we have not as yet received word that you have 
taJ{en such action, I am urging you once ain to notify the League's 
founders that you will not lend your na"'!le to the furtherance of 
activities which are harmful to the very cause which the League 
purports to advance. 

May I hope to hear from you on t h is matter at the earliest 
opportunity? 

HL~:IK 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry L. Shapiro 
Director 



OPEN LETTER 13Y SElWOR ROBERT F. WAG}!ER 

TO THE AMERICAN LEAGUE FOR A FREE f.ALESTINE 

Gentlemen: 

Thank you for your letter of April 21, inviting me to membership on the Sponsoring 
Com,.~ittoo of the American League for a Free Palestine, being organized in response 
to nn appeal from tho Hebrew Committee of National Liberation. 

My very deep concern with the fate of the Jewish people .compols me to decline your 
invitation. Recently, I ro~d that the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation, 
claiming to bo "the tru.stoos of the Hebrew n~tion's interests" opened a self-styled 
11 Hebrow Embassy" in Washington. It is my consic1crod opinion thn.t such an orgruiiza­
tion servos no useful purpose and can only confuse end mislcr..d .Amcricen public 
opinion. It ~ppoars, from all tho ovidoncc, that tho Hebrew Committee of National 
Liberation is a self-constituted orgc.nizati on, representing no responsible clements 
of Jewry in Europe, Palestine, or olsewhorc, except, pcrhr..ps, tho Irgun, known for 
its acts of terrorism, which it advocates as a poltticrl wo~pon. Tho activities 
of the Irgun hv..vc been conslstently repudiated by Palestine J0wry, by cll responsi­
ble Jewish c.nd Zionist orgr.nizations, and by tho whole democratic world, fighting 
a war against fascism. 

The World Zionist Organization and the Jewi~h Agency for Palestine constitute an 
internationally recognized representation of the Jewish people in matters affecting 
Palestine. Since tho iesuo.nco of the Mandato for Palestine, their authority is 
beyond question, both legally and actuclly, Tho Executive of tho Jewish Agency 
maintains offices in Jcrusclcm, London, Geneva ond Washington, and has been con­
stantly in close contact with the governments of tho world, ru1d, until the war, 
with tho Secretariat Md Permanent Ma..~datcs Commission of tho League of Nations, 
on questions affecting tho Jewish people's interests in Palestine. Jewish Palestine 
has its own National Assembly, elected on the basis of full adult suffrc€e• The 
budget of the Jewish Agency and its affiliated institutions is contributed by Jews 
all over the world. 

In the United States, tho.Ar.iarican Jewish Conforoncc, composed of democratically 
elected reprosentetivea of Jewish communities throughout the country, and 64 
nationnl organizations. at its Conference in September, 1943, ['.doptcd a progrrun 
including roscuo of Jews, post-war resQttlcmont and rohabilitetion of Jews, and 
the roconstitutton of Palostino ~s a Jewish Commonwealth. Tho Conforonce rocoivod 
the enthusiastic support of American public opinion. 

My o\'m deep concern with tho t ragcdy of the Jcwi sh people moti vr•.tcd mo to orgnni ze 
tho Am:-)ricnn P['.lostino Committee. Since its inception in 1941, it has been my 
privilege to serve as its active chninnnn. The objectives and record of tho 
AmericM Pe..lostino Com.r:1i ttoc ere well known to tho country. It h['.S secured the 
support of Christians in all walks of life, who are s~pathotic to Zionist aspira­
tions. The momb'crship roll includes two-thirds of the nenbors of tho United States 
Senate. more than 200 nonbors of the Hou.so of Reprcsentetives, noro thrui twenty 
Governors of states, tho leaders of both najor politiccl parties end both najor 
labor organizations, and, in additi cn, thousands of teachers, writers, economists, 
historians, civic, labor and business leaders. It has cooperated closely with the 
Christian Councii for Palestine, under the chatrmanship of Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, 
which has a membership of over 1,500 Chriatian clergymen of all denominations. 
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In cooperation with the American Zionist Emergency Council (composed of the re­
sponsible Zionist organizations in America) our Committee has given its fullest 
support to the aspirations of the Jewish people, as voiced by their democratically 
elected spokesmen, for a Jewish Anny, unrestricted immigration of Jews into 
Pnlestino, tho revocations of the British White Paper of 1939, nnd, above all, 
for the re cons ti tut ion of Pnlostinc us n Jewish Commonweal th. :Both our Comni t too 
nnd tho OhristiDn Council for Palestine have publicly gone on record with respect 
to these issues, as well as demanding full equality of rights for Jewish citizens 
in whatever country they may choose to live. 

It is clear that cvoryono, whether Jew or Christian, who wants to help restore tho 
rights of Jewish citizens in all countries, assist in the roscuo of Jews of Europe 
and their post-war rehabilitation, and support the reconstitution of Palestine as 
a Jewish Commonwealth, has runplo scope and opportunity through the DJ.ready existing 
responsible ond roprosentativo Jewish and ChristiM organizations devoted to these 
purposes. 

Sincerely yours, 

BFW:BP Robert F. Wagnor 
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A~_AERICA~ ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Fmergency Committees Date September 8, 1944 

Fram Harry L. Shapiro 

CONFIDEUTI.AL 

The project which is the subject of this memorqndum will spearhead our most 
intensive campaign to date. It is extremely important for our future political 
activity thr,t we canvass all ca.11didates for th0 United Stf.',tos Senate c.nd 
House of Repro•entativ s who ~ro up for ol~ction this November, and obtain 
from them endorsements of our progrc.m. 

Inasmuch as both tho Democratic ~nd Republican Parties have included in their 
respective p~atforms planks ,-,hieh clearly fnvor tho opening of Palcstino to 
unrestricted Jewish imoigration and coloniz~tion, so that n free nnd demo­
cratic Jewish Coor.1onwealth nay be established thoro, it sho11ld not be difficult 
to obtain nffimations of this progrru:i fron tho candidates for Congress. 

I f col q11i te confident thn.t you will lmow how t·o approach tho candidates in 
your district. Thoro is, however, one spociol instruction which we urge you 
to follow carefully. You should not contact the candidates as rcprosontativcs 
of any of our orgrnizations, but should approach then as individunl voters 
~nd as constituents~ In other words, candid.atos of tho Domocrntic Party 
should be spoken to by De~ocretic voters, and Republican candidates should 
be qet by Republicans. 

In your Congressional district, the candidates are 

--------------------------------------· 
--------------------------------------· 

' The enclosed forms, which you should ask the cendidates to sign, contain the 
Palestine planks of both parties. 

It is most desirable that you or your representative visit tho above candidates 
personally to secure their end.orsenents, but if ti1is is not feasiblo, we aro 
enclosing a suggested letter which night be used. Plonso note that if you 
use this lotter, it should be written on tho personal st~tionory of local 
citizens. Naturally, you nay alter tho lotter as you sec fit, particularly 
if norc thM one person comr.iu.nicates with the crndidatoe in this wey. 

Aftor you have obtainod the signaturos of tho candidates to the attached 
foms, plonso forward these immediately +.n our New York office, Please bear 
in mind that this activity should be completed a.nd the signatures obtained 
not later thM Septemper 20th. 

I feel certain that you will oarr? ~ut this highly important and confidential 
assignment in an efficient mid c~fcctive manner. 

HLS:HH 
Encs. 
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ulmerican Zion~t Cmergencg 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organiution of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

September 11, 1944 

There can be little doubt that the future of the Jewish National 
Home will be decided during the year 5705. As United Nations forces move 
forward to final victory over the enemy, a definitive pronouncement on 
Palestine becomes more imminent. It is, therefore, extremely important that 
the Jews of America, a vast majority of whom are on record in favor of the 
Zionist program, join in a final, all-out drive to bring about the implement­
ation of that program. 

During the past year the American Zionist Emergency Council has 
been mobilizing public opinion behind the drive to repeal the White Paper 
policy and to bring about the establishment of a free and democratic Jewish 
Commonwealth in Palestine. The Council's efforts have covered a variety of 
fields and have produced many gratifying results. We feel that this activity 
should be reviewed now, so that, confident in the knowledge that American 
Zionist political work is being conducted with a high degree of effective­
ness, the American Jewish community will give its fullest support to the 
Council's program during the crucial months which lie ahead. 

We are, therefore, ta.king the liberty of sending you the enclosed 
brief survey of the Council's political work, and hope that you will see fit 
to relay this information to the members of your congregation during the 
High Holidays. 

With heartfelt wishes for a New Year that will bring with it peace 
for the world and redemption for the Jewish people, I am 

HLS:BP 
Enc. 
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~ERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

,. f "' 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Comnu ttees Date October 12, 1944 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

In rey memorandum of September 29th, I urged you to make a.rranger:ents in 
your community for a rally comnemorating the 27th anniversary of the 
issuance' of the Balfour Declaration. This is tu remind you that Balfour 
Day (November 2nd) is only three weeks off, and that your activities in 
connection with the suggested rru.ly should be intensified. 

No doubt you appreciate the overwt,Lelming inrportance of such mass meetings 
at this time. It is highly desirable that corrurunities throughout .America 
should voice anew the demands for unrestricted Jewish immi~ation into 
Palestine and the re-establishment of that country as a Jewish Com11011w8alth. 

I urge you, ther0fore, to lilc'lke this your ,U,1 project nnd to orgnnize an 
in~ressive Balfour Day meeting, 

The following suggestions may prove helpful: 

I -- ORGANIZI~G THE MEETING 

Try to obtain the participation of non-J~wish as well as Jewish groups in 
your city. While your local Emergency Con:mittee, representing all the 
Zionist groups, should sponsor the .reeting, you should also enlist the 
cooperation of civic organizations, as well as oth8r Jevdsh and non-Jewish 
societies. Naturnlly, members of the Americc::..n Palestine Committee and the 
Christien Cowicil on Pru.estine in your city should be asked to help in 
orgMizing the gathering and shuuld be requ.ested to participate in the 
program, 

lI -- PUELICITY 

Give thi~ affair the widest possible publicity, and be sure that the press 
is notified of the maeting -~ and its significance -- well in advnncep 
Please use our Press Books as a guide in organizing the publicity for your 
offair. .A release announcing the rlj3eting should bb distributed to your 
local pa.pers just as soon as the-.: program is arranged, City editors a."ld 
reporters should be approached individually and invited to attend the 
gathering. Bo sure, too, thnt releases containing highlights of the 
addresses delivered at the rally. are distributed to the press. 

Try to enlist the cooperation of local radio stations. You may succeed 
in ha~ing at least a portion of the meeting broadcnst, either as a 11 live 11 

program or in the form of a recording. • 

Your newspaper editors should b~ told the significnnce of Balfour Day 
and urged to publish oditoriols on the subject. Attached is n stlll~lo 
editorial which may be used. You will find o.ddi tionnl nnterinl in our 
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two Press Books, Naturally, such editorials should be rewritten to er phasize 
the 11 local anele 11 -- the fact that this :Balfour Day meeting is being held in 
iour community, and tho.t leaders in :l.QJ:!£, city al'e taking a l:itrone; position in 
favor of Jewish aspirations in Palestine. I cannot overen,phasiz0 the i1:1portancu 
of this aspect of our public relation~ program, Expurionco ha.n shown that ueti~~ 
participation in our work by local personalities producus the "tfury bust ror.mlts. 

Leading non-J0wish citizens should bu in"7i tod to address the rally, Sui tnblo 
maturiftl on Pal es tine, which su(>h upcakors can incorporn to in to thuir .:1.dc.lr0 :::;:;c.rn , 
may be obtained from the Press Books and paiI4)hletB whi.oh wu hr_L'7l) :urcndy •' ••n t 
you. Try to obtain mats of your principal spunkorc for relo~no to the pr~uu 
in advance of the L1ooting. 

A resolution, including demands for unrestricted Jewish imrnigrntion into PaleG­
tine and the re-establishment of Pale s tine a~1 a free ond democratic J·ewish 
Comrronwealth, should b e drafted and read at the rally, Fol owing it L adoption, 
the resolution uhould be e;iven wide publicity in your cit·y, and copies :..;cnt to 

a) The Pre side,n t of the United Sta tea 

b) Tho Socrotary of state 

o) Your Senators ai1d Congre s sroon 

d) Thi::.; office 

I am looking forward to receiving reports on your rally, and shall approciato 
your sending us copies of the program, prus s clipping:.;, etc, 

Please coll on this office for any additional inforrnatiun or assi sto.noe that 
you may require in carrying on this o.cti"'!ity. Literu.ture for distribution at 
the meeting will b e forwarded upc,n request. 

HLStHH 
Enc. 



THE BALFOUR PLEDGE 

Twenty-Eeven years ago today, a Scot aman wrote a letter to a Jew. That 
letter has found its way into the hiE:tory books of the world and the ho.rt· of 
millions~ On November B, 1917, Ju'thur James Balfour, 13ri tain rs Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, sent the following message to Lord Rothuchild: 

11 Hil3 Majesty 1o Government view with fa:vor the establishinont 
in ~fi.lestine of a iiational Home for the Jewish people, and 
will use their btJ st endeavor a to fa.cil i tate the achievement 
of this object, it being c1e·ar1y understood thut nothing 
shrill be done hhich may prejudice the civil and religiou., 
riglit s of existing non-Jewish comrnuni tic:.::. in PnlE:l s tine, or 
thu rights n.nd poli ticnJ. sto.tus enjoyed by the Jew s in ony 
o thur country~ 11 

'l'wenty-st)Ven yeEtri have passed, and Jewish Pulvstine hns grown into a. 
shining roali ty, peopled with ha.rd-working, inspired Jewi t;h pioneers who flocked 
to that ancient lrmd of hope just as our forefatliers flocked to this great land 
of opportunity. The .Allies have gw)d reauon to appreciate the united purpose 
and democratic idea.le whioh have eoiie into the making of Jewish Palestine. We 
have on record the magnificent contribution:3 made by the Jews of that country to 
the war aga in st the A.xis. 

War has dealt zrore harshly with the Jews than with any othor single 
people. .llpproxirnately four million are estimated to have bc-3en killed in cold 
blood. l'alostin<) , which, we believe, affords by fc.1X tlw moBt constructive 
soi.ution to th~ problem of bonmlesnness and persecution v,hich the Nazis have 
infl ict0d on thu Jews, h ,~s boen i BOln.ted from tho Jev,i sh p8oplo by the notorious 
Chamberlain White Paper of 1939. 

The White Pn.per prohibits Jewish irnmit;r a tion into thu Jov1ish hc,111e l and , 
deupi te Winuton Churchill's ai:rnertiun that the Balfour Decl aratiun wn.s 11pl ,.., dge 
of a homb of refuge ... to th:-.. t vo.st, unhnppy 1nr.1ss of cc,·,.tte;rod, persecuted, mndor­
ing Jews whose intonso, unchanging, unquEmchnbl,.: deuiru h~ s beon for o. N, tionnl 
Home. 11 By preventing Jewish refugees from finding refuge and permruient livclihocJd 
in a land consecrated to that end, the \fhite Pa;_per not only goes against every 
dictate of humanity -- it goeG against the very es ~,ence of the Balfour Declaration, 
of which l?residE:n.t rwilnon said: "The Allied Nationn, with the fullest concurrenc8 
of our Government (Congress went on record as favoring the Balfour Decla.ration in 
1922) and people, are agreed that in Paleotinu sholl bo laid th1.; found1.tion of a 
J1.;:wish Comruon\1ea.lth, 11 

This day of November 2nd has boen proclc.inod 11 Bru.four Day. 11 .AJncricans 
would do well tc. use it as a day in which effoctiv0 action to implement Lord 
Balfour I i:; pledge way be advancud. Mon of ull crcudo nl ould join h unds to ru ~tore 
Pale3tine as a Juwish Conuoonwealth and to help itti citizons maku of their lnnd 
a real center for the resGue and ruhabili tatiein of their f t;llowmt:n. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To , Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 20, 1944 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

We have just published a book anti tled n AMERICA .A.ND P.ALESTINE11 , which includes: 
(1) an imposing collection of favorable statements to Jewish aspirations in 
Palestine of more than??% of the present members of the House of Representa­
tives and the Senate, (2) a brief hiutory of the trnditiona.l American policy 
with reference to Palestine, (3) a collection of documents dealing with Jewish 
claims to Palestine, (4) a collection of stateIOOnts of important members of 
tne ~rican Governzoont, governors, ma.yore and oth<:rs. 

This volume is not to be considered literature. It was prepared for the eXpress 
purpose of indicating to men in high govt.irnmental posts the opinion of govern­
ioont officials and othors relative to official .America's position on Pn.lestine. 

There will be no general distribution or sale of the volume. but under separate 
cover we are sending you one or more copi~s. One volwoo is to be tho property 
of your local E100rgonoy Committoe. If we send you additional copies, cards 
will be enclosed to indicate for whom these books are intended. In all likeli­
hood there will be a volume for your Congressman or senator. 

l3eeause "A.MERICA A.MD P.ALESTINE11 ia primarily an instrument to stinula.te pu.b­
licity for our ca.use, it should be used in that manner. In order to gain the 
maximum result for creating a beneficial public opinion, please do the following: 

Formal Presentation of "AA@RICA AND PA,LESTINEff to Congressmen and SeJlAtors 

Your committoe should arrange a dinner, luncheon, or neeting nt which you and 
other prominent Jewish leaders will present the book in a formal WS3 to the 
official who is to receive it. Other guests whom you might invito to the 
neeting are yow- governor, the mayor of your city. prominent political. leaders, 
ohurch leaders, promin~nt representatives of management and labor, all looal 
~mbers of the American Polestino Committee and thtJ CbristiBn Council for 
Palestine. It is imperative that the ~cting be hold befor~ Election Day. 

P,µblioitz 

Please make the necessary arrangements to have the presentation covered by your 
local newspapers. Prepare an advance release containing the es~enoe of the 
remarks to be ~de by the rocipient of the book (your gu.est of honor} and the 
chairmoo of the meeting. Have press photographers present to take pictures of 
the pre~entation . .A. delegation from your committee should visit the editors 
of your newspn.pers to impress on them the unusual importon!)e this documented book 
has for our en.use. Try to induce them to write edi toriru. column a on the subject 
ruid urge them to stress thl-.t it is the duty of the .American Government to uae 
1 ts influence in order to bring abO\lt a decision now for the reestablishment -of a free, democratic Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. Indicate to your edi-
tors that this is a most newsworthy subJect in view of the strong stateimnts 
made by Prusident Roosevelt and Governor Dewey within the last few days . . 
I should like to henr from you as soon as possible as to the arrangeioonts you 
are making to publ1cizl3 "AMERIO.A. AND PAL'ESTINE" • and I am eager to lenrn the 
result of your efforts after the meeting has been held. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 M~DISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of local Emergency Committees Date October 20; 1944 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The following telegram has been sent today to the Governor of your State: 

ON NOVEMBER SECOND JEWS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WILL COMMEMORATE 
THE TWENTYSEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ISSUANCE OF THE BALFOUR 
DECLARATION, WHICH PLEDGED THE REESTABLISHMENT OF THE JEWISH 
NATIONAL HOME IN PALESTINE. DURING THE PAST FEW MONTHS 
AMER.ICA.NS ]1RO~ ALL \"wALKS OF LIFE, INCWDING AN OVERWHELMll~G 
MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF BOTH HOUSES OF OONGBESS~ HAVE 

.BEil"1]1IRh~D AMERICA f S TRADITIONAL POLICY Ol!, FRIENDSHIP FOR 
JE\·-rsH Ab1>IliJlTIONS IN PALESTINE. LAST wlEEK PBESIDENT ROOSEVELT 
.AND GOVERiiUR DE WEY DECLARED THEMSELVES IN F~VOR OF THE REEST./Jl-
LISHMENT OF PALESTINE AS A JEWISH COMM:>NwvE,ALTH. IT WOULD BE 
WST FITTIHG. TIDIBEIDRE, IF THE SENTIMENTS OF THE ~!CAN 
PEOPLE ON THI S Q,UE STION WEhE TO BE G!V~ \UDE EXPBESSION ON 
NOVEMBER sccmJD l ..4.ND \IE REsPE CT.FULLY ADDRESS OUR$ELVES TO YOU 
IN THE HOJ?E THAT YOU ~wILL SEE FIT TO PhOCLAili THAT DAY ~UOTE 
PALESTINE DAY UNQ,UOTE IN YOUR S1rATE, OR THAT YOU ~vILL IS&JE A 
PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THE BALFOUR DECLAR,AT:J:ON 1S ANNIVERS.AitY, 
SUCH ACTION UN YOUR PAR~ WWLD GIVE ADDED HOPE TO EUROPE I S 
UPROOTED AND HUNTED JEWS WHO LOOK TO PAIESTINE FOR SALVATION. 

IWmY L. SiAPlRO 
Dilil!CTOR, AMERICAN ZIONisT EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MJJ)I SON A VENUE, NYC • 

It is of the utmost importance that every effort be made by leading Zionists of 
your comm.mity to effectuate favorable action by your Governor through letters, 
telegrams and personal contacts wbieh should suggest and urge tho desirability 
of declari ng Uovember 2nd, which is ~alf our Day, as Palestine Day in your State. 

If the Governor of your State is a Repu.blican, much should be ma.de of Governor 
Dewey 1e wholehearted and all~inclusive Zionist DeclB.l'ation of Octob~r 12th, as 
well as the Palestine Plank in the Republican Platform. In DelIX)crat1c states 
quote from Presidcnt 1s Roose~elt 1s stirring affirmation of a free and democratic 
Jewish Commonwealth and the splendid Palestine Plank in the Deioocratic Platform. 

Naturally, ohould your Governor accede to our J'equest; the widE8tpossible publi- · 
city should be organized in the press and rndio along the lines S1+ggested in an 
earlier meJDO referring to Balfour D~ meetings. 

HLScHH 
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• 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date .December 13, 1944 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

Enclosed for your information are reprints of two newspaper articles dealing 
with the action of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on December 11th, 
which resulted in postponing a decision on the pendi ng Palestine resolutions. 

HLS:SS 
Encs. 



NEW YORK, TUESDAYs DECEMBER 12, 1944 

Zionists Probing 
Palestine Delay 
B,, 01.1\'l'~R PILAT 
Post Rta[f C'orre.<t]Kmdent 

Washington, Dec. 12-- Shockt•d at State Dept. pressure which 

has pt->rsuadt>d Congress to postpone until the next session any 

c-onsi<lc-ration or re~·olution urging unrestncted Jewish immigra­

tion into Pal<>stin<>, Zionist groups today demanded proof that the 
d<'la,r is nc•cessa1·y. 

They indicatt> that they 
thought the real rPsponsibility 
for tht> State Dept. stand rested 
v.:i th P1·esiden t Roosevelt and 
thar tht-,r wel'e putting off any 
vigorous exprE>ssion of views un­
iil h<.- has an opportunity to ex­
plain. 

St•cr·etar-~· Stett inius persuaded 
tht:> St>nate Foreign Relations 
Committee late yesterday to vote 
12 to 8 against imm<.-diate ap­
priwal of the Wagner-Taft reso­
lution. \\'hirh also asks "ultimate 
1·c-constitution or Palestine as a 
frt>t' and democratic Jewish com­
monwc-allh.'' 
S....-k an Ex1,lanation 

Since Stc-ttinius had previously 
c-onvincc-d the House Rules Com­
mi1tec- to hold ore on Palestine, 
and since committee members 
arc pledged to secrecy, reporters 
conwrgl'd on the State Dept. for 
an explanation. This is what 
thry got: 

''Th(• State Dept. has the 
utmost sympathy for the perse­
cu I Pd J0wi.sh people of Europe 
an<l ha:-; been assisting them 
through activE> support of the 
work or the War Refugee Board 
anct in every other possible way." 

''The D<'pt. considers, however, 
that ·t11e· passagt> of the re olu• 
t i,,n at the:- prest-nt time woul9 be 
unwisf' from the standpoint of 
the- gc~ncral international situa­
tion." 

Lacking anything more con­
crc-te than this, Capitol corridor 
gue~" f'S today at the diplomatic 
bargaining point involved ranged 
from oil in Iraq to unilateral 
British action in Italy. 

The Arm•rican Zionist Emer­
g<>ncy Council, ,,vhich speaks for 
the ma_jor Zionist organizations 
in thp •. S. was in session here 
for sc\·eral hours last night. To­
day it issued a statement that it 
was reserving comment pending 
''clarincation" by the State Dept. 

Rt><-•11~ noosev.-lt Statement 
The council pointedly recalled 

President Roosevelt's Oct. l!'i 
staternf'nt in which he said he 
knew "how long and ardently 
tht" Jt"wi. h people have worked 
and prayed !ot· the establish­
ml:'nl or Palestine as a free 
and dt>mocratic Jewish common­
wealth," and pledged that it re­
ele-cted, he would help make it 
re-at. 

Both major Political parties 
supported thtt Palestint! resolu-

tion in their 1944 platforms and 
as recently as November 20, the 
House Foreign Affairs Commit­
tee favorably reported out the 
resolution, the council noted. 

With 77 Senators and 318 Rep­
resentatives committed in favor 
ot the resol'Ation, according to a 
survey by the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee, Zionist groups 
had expected that a year o! grad­
ual progress was about to culmi­
natt> in victory. Now they must 
start over again in the new Con­
grE>ss which convenes Jan. 3. 



Re1l~tered Unlted States Patent Office 

BALTll\IORE, TUESDAY. DECEl\lBER 12, 1944: 

SENATE GROUP 
KILLS PLEDGE 

MADE TO JEWS 
Foreign Relations Com­
mittee Acts At Request 

Of Roosevelt 

By PAUL W. WARD 
[Washington Bureau of The Sun] 

Washington. Dec. 11 - A 1944 
campaign pledge of both the Demo­
cratic and the Republican parties 
went into the discard here today 
as President Roosevelt persuaded 
the Senate Foreign Relations Com­
mittee to kill a resolution advocat­
ing unrestricted immigration of 
Jews into Palestine. 

The resolution, pending since 
last January, was an oblique at­
tack on British policy in Palestine, 
and Mr. Roosevelt's opposition to 
its adoption was relayed to the 
Committee by Edward R. Stettinius. 
Jr., his Sec1 etary of State. 

Mr. Stettinius. who Jess than a 
week ago had twisted the British 
Lion's tail in the Greek and Italian 
situations, presented the Roosevelt 
Administration's objections to the 
Committee at a session this after­
noon from which press and public 
were excluded. 

Secrecy On Details 
Whether the Administration had 

based its opposition on fear of 
another Anglo-American rift at this 
_time or had adopted the traditional 
British position-fear of incitine 
revolt in the Middle East's Moslem 
population-could not be ascer­
tained. 

The secrecy which Senator Con­
nally ( D .. Texas), invoked for the 
deliberations of the Committee 
which he heads covered not only 
those points but also how individual 
members had voted and which of 
them had made the motion to "post­
pone" action on the resolution. 
•Nor was the secrecy concerning 

the bases of the Administration's 
opposition to the resolution-which 
President Roosevelt had vied with 
Gov. Thomas E. Dewey in cham­
pionin3 prior to the .-election 34 
days ago-lightened by a state­
ment which th-e State Department 

'i!';sued tonight. 

"Would Be Unwise" 
''The Department has the ut­

most sympathy for the persecuted 
Jewish people of Europe and has 
been assisting them through active 
support of the work of the War 
Refugee Board and in every other 
possible way," jt said, adding: "The 
Department considers, however, 
that the passage of the resolution 
at the present time- would be un­
wise from the standpoint of the 
general international situation and 
has so informed the Senate Com­
mittee on Foreign Relations." 

The Committee, after Mr. Stet­
tinius appeared before it this after­
noon, voted 12 to 8 to take no ac­
tion on the resolution which: 

Opposed the ban on further 
immigration of Jews into Pales­
tine which the British Govern­
ment, as mandatory power, an­
nounced in 1939 despite vigorous 
denunciation at the time by Win­
ston Churchill and criticism by 
the League of Nations. 

Advocated the creation in 
Palestine of a free and independ­
ent Jewish commonwealth. 
'{'he Republican convention al 

Chicago wrote into the party's 1944 
platform June 27 a plank" cham­
pioning the resolution. The Demo­
cratic convention followed suit 
July 24, and on October 10-28 
days before the election-the War 
Department officially withdrew its 
opposition to the resolution. 

Oewev Supported Plank 
Two days later Governor Dewey 

sent the Zionist Organization of 
America convention a statement 
saying in part: 

"I heartily indorse the Palestine • 
plank in the Republican party plat­
form .... I am for the reconstitu­
tion of Palestine as a free 
and democratic Jewish common­
wealth .... In order to give refuge 
to millions of distressed Jews 
driven from their homes by tyran­
ny, I favor the opening of Palestine 
to their unlimited immigration and 
land ownership .... " 

Upheld Bv Roosevelt 
Three days later. on October 15, 

President Roosevelt sent the same 
convention a message calling atten­
tion to the Palestine plank in the 
Democratic platform and adding . 

"Efforts will be made to find ap­
propriate ways and mel!ns of ef­
fectuating this policy as soon as 
practicable. I know how long and 
ardently the Jewish people have 
worked for and prayed for the es­
tablishment of Palestine as a free 
and democratic Jewish common­
wealth. I am convinced that the 
American people give their support 
to this aim and if re-elected I shall 
help to bring about its realization." 

Mr. Roosevelt's statement was re­
layed to the Zionist conve11lion by 
Senator Wagner (D., N.Y.l, who, 
with Senator Taft <R.. Ohio l. had 
introduced the Palestine resolution 
in the Senate. 

Suggest Open Letter 
When Mr. Stettinius told the com­

mittee this afternoon that Mr. 
Roosevelt now wants action on the 
resolution deferred indefinitely. 
one Democratic member proposed 
that the President be a ked to 
record his request to that effect in 
another open letter to Senator 
Wagner. The proposat was not acted 
upon. 

Senator Connally said the com­
mittee ·s vote this afternoon meant 
that there would be no action on 
the Palestine resolution before the 
78th Congress dies next month. 

"Will the resolution have to be 
introduced when the next Congress 
meets?" he was asked. 

"It doesn't have to be, but it will 
b.e," he said sarcastically, adding 
that he was certain some member 
of the Sen.ate would reinti-oduce 
the resolution next year. The pres­
ent resolution will die with the 
current Congress. 

It is idenl ical with one which 
Representatives Wright I D ., Pa.) 
and Compton < R., Conn. ) intro­
duced in the House last January 
to the same accompaniment of 
supporting speeches by the minor­
ity and majority leaders as was 
to mark the introduction of the 
Taft-Wagner resolution in the 
Senate a few days later. 

Prompt and favorable action by 
Congress seemed assured until 
March 17. when Henry L. Stimson . 
Secretary of War. ent the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee a let­
ter sayin~ : 

"It is the considered judgment 
of the War Department that with­
out reference to the merits of these 
resolutions. further action on them 
at this time would be prcjudical to 
the successful prosecution of the 
war." 

Objections Withdrawn 
Seven months later military rea­

sons for opposing the resolution 
had so dwindled that on October 
10- 28 days before the presidential 
election- Secretary Stimson offi­
cially withdrew the Army's objec­
tions. 

As a result, the House Foreign 
Affair Committee on November 
30 approved the resolution and the 
House Rules Committee last Thurs­
day was in process of arranging for 
its passage when it received a tele­
phone call from Mr. Stettinius 
urging delay, Having blocked the 
resolution on the House side, this 
Administration spokesman then 
turne·d to the Senate with the result 
announced by Senator Connally 
this afternoon. 

No vote was taken on the resolu­
tion itself, noi· on a compromise 
version Senator Vande,rberg ( R., 
Mich .) had prepared . members 
said, adding that neither was any 
vote taken on the original motion 
to "po tpone action." 




