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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

A.ssoci.l•tl Orglffli%tllions: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Miuacbi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-p60 

FOR RELEASE: 
MONDAY P. M., J.ANU.ARY 10, 1944 
TUESDAY A, M. ,JANUARY 11, 1944 

ZIONISTS BLAST "LEAGUE FOR A FREE PALESTINE" 

.. -- - ........ 
EMERGENCY COUNCIL CHARGES SVJ.ALL GROUP CREArrES 

11 0NE PAPER ORGANIZATION AFTER ANOTHERu 

New York•- The American Zionist Emergency Council, representing all major Zionist 

groups in the United States• today assailed the League for a Free Palestine, declaring 

that its founders are "a small group of persons who, within recent years, acting in 

accordance with the opportunistic impu.lses of the moment and exploiting the miseries 

which have befallen our people abroad, have established one paper organization after 

another." 

In a formal statement, the Council, whose tio-chatrmen are Dr~ Abba Hillel 

Silver of Cle-reland and Dr. Stephens. Wise of New York, charged that "far from 

advancing the cause of a Jewish Palestine, or the interests of the Jewish people, 

the League will be productive of nothing but public confusion." 

The statement listed the "paper organizations" created by the Lea.g11e 1 s founders 

as follows: the Friends of a Jewish Palestine, the Comnittee for a Jewish Ar!fiY and 

the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe. "None of these organi

zations or oommittees have had any official relationship, direct or indirect, with 

any responsible body in American Jewish life," the Council added. 

The statement pointed out that while 11 the promoters of the new organization 

a@knowledge the great contribution made by the World Zionist mo~ement to Palestine 

and to the Jewish people, they allege that tbe Zionist movement 1s purely sectarian 

in character and that therefore it is necessary 1to fill the long-felt need for a 

Palestine Freedom movement' with a non-sectarian organization. The new organization 
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differentiates between •European and Palestinian Jews who have no other desire than to 

live in Palestine,' who are members of the 1Hebrew1 Nation, and Jews living in all 

other lands, who presumably do not belong to the 1Hebrew 1 Nation." 

This definition was described by the Council as II specious nonsense, 11 and the 

statement continued: 

11 Through the Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate, the Zionist nx,ve

ment secured international approval of its aim to reestablish the Jews as a nation 

in Palestine. It was never intended or suggested that Jews should owe political 

allegianee to any country other than to the land of which they are citizens. The 

relation of an American Jew to the Jewish National Horne, when it is established, will 

not differ from that of any other American toward the land of his ancestral homeland. 

"The representati~e status of the World Zionist Organization, subsequently 

enlarged in the Jewish .Agency for Palestine to include members of non-Zionist groups 

in many lands, was specifically recognized in the Palestine Mandate. The Zionist 

movement has established orgunizations in every part of the world, which are every

where recognized as representing local Jewish interests in the developioont of the 

Jewish Homeland. From the very start, non-Jewish sympathy and understanding of the 

objectives of the movement was regarded as of vital importance. In many countries, 

non-Jewish pro-Palestine committees were established. In the United States, the 

Zionist movement has welcomed the organization of the American Palestine Committee 

and the Christian Council on Palestine. The Jewish Agency for Palestine is today the 

recognized spokesman of the Jewish people in all matters concerning the future of 

Palestine, and is so regarded by Jews, non-Jews, and the governmentswith which it 

deals. The new organization is bound to mislead those concerned with the Jewish 

problem, with regard to the ideals and principle~ underlying the Zionist I00'7'ement. 11 

The American Zionist Emergency Council speaks for the Zionist Organization of 

America, Hadassah, Mizrachi and Poale Zion, whose respective heads are Dr. Israel 

Goldstein, Mrs. Moses~. Epstein, Leon Gellman and David Wertheim. 

The text of the Council's statement follows, 

(nx,re) 
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STATEMENT :BY AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

ON IEAGUE roR A FREE PALESTINE 

A new organization called the Ameriean League for a Free Palestine has been 

launbhed, lts objects are stated to be "to save the Jewish people of Europe" and 

11 to establish the Hebrew nation in Palestine." The promoters of the new organization 

acknowledge the great contribution ma.de by the World Zionist mo~ement to Palestine 

and to the Jewish people, but allege that the Zionist mov ement is purely sectarian 

in character and that therefore it is necessary 11 to !ill the long-felt need for a 

Palestine Freedom movement" with a non-sectarian organization. The new organization 

differentiates between 11 ~ropea.n and Palestinian Jews who have no other desir~ than 

to li.,..e in Palestine," who arc members of the 11 Hebrew11 Nation, and Jews living in all 

other lands 0 who presumably do not belong to the UHebrew11 Nation. To anyone with the 

slightest acquaintance with the facts, this definition can only be described as spe

cious nonsense. It ts quite evident tha t an attempt is being made to give a distorted 

paraphra~e of Zionism and to use it to form a new competitive organization. 

Through the Balfo\U" Deelnration and the Pale stine Mandate, the Zionist movement 

secured international approval of its aim to re-establish the Jews as a nation in 

It wa s never intended or suggested that Jews should owe political alle

gianl',e to ariy country othor than to the land of whieh they are citizens. The relation 

of an .American Jew to the Jewish National Home, when it ts established, will not 

differ from that of any other .American toward the land of his ancestral homeland. 

The repre sentnti''("e sta tus of the WorJ.d Z:lcnl st, O.-:·~au·:. 2;atiou , SL:b c; ,q-.J.en~ly en

larged in tho J E; wi sh Agency for Palestine to inclvct.~ mer,1Je7"B c·r' :v.:-n ·:~ : .. :.n .. ~ 7 i, ~1·oups 

in many lane.ls, ,va s specifically recognized in the Fale s;: j :;;is ~~-:t·.a.·:;';; ., 'l'b.e ~;~. w :lst 

mo·veruent, has established organi.zations in every p~t of the Wt1··:::.d, ;- W:"\:i.C 1
~L a·.~~ c·r.;ery

where :ce~ <..g:rJ.zed as resp-resenting local Jewish interests in t l:10 f.. ?,v--: -:.~pn-?u::, cf the 

Jewish Homeland. From the very sto.rt, non-Jewish sympa'.:-by and unde:r·stand:,.ng of the 

obJecttves of the movement was regarded as of vital importance. In many countries, 

(more) 
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non-Jewish pro-Palestine committees were establishedo In the United States, the 

Zionist movement has welcomed the organization of the American Palestine Committee 

and the Christian Council on Palestine. The Jewish Agency for Palestine is today 

the recognized spokesman of the Jewish people in all matters concerning the future 

of Palestine, and is so regarded by Jews, non-Jews, and the governments with which 

it deals. The new organization is bound to mislead those concerned with the Jewish 

problem, with regard to the ideals and principles underlying the Zionist movement. 

The founders of the so-called League fo,: a Free Palestine are a small group 

of persona who, within recent years9 acting in accordance with the opportunistic 

impulses of the mom-?nt and exploiting the miseri'3s whi~h ha-rre befallen our people 

abroad~ have established one paper o·--:-ganization af ter another. These paper organ1-

£ations include the Friends of a Jewish Palestine, the Committee for a Jewish Army, 

the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe, and now, the proposed 

Leag,1e for a Free Palestine. None of these o~ganizatio~s or committees have had any 

off:!.cial relationship, direct or indirect, with any r esponsible body in American 

Jewish life. 

Far from advancing the cause of a Jewish Palestine, or the interests of the 

Jewish people, the League will be produ,) ·~ive of nothing but public confusiono It 

will impair the effecti~eness and authority of the internationally recognized Jewish 

Agency for Palestine. lt will make for disunity and uncertainty at a time when 

Jewish singleness of purpose and coordination of effort a.re of vital importance. 

--30-
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PRESS RELEASE lrom 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organi%ations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

~1ASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISL.AND COMMEMORATE 

BALFOUR DECLARATION ANNIVERSARY; 

THIRTEEN STATES MARKING OCCASION 

- .. - - .. --
CHRISTIAN SPOKESMEN CALL FOR IMMEDIATE. AdTION 

TO FULFIL!, BALFOUR PLEDGE 
• 

- - -- - .. -
New York - Statements commemorating the twenty-aeventh ~• anniversary of ihe •• 

Balfour Deolaration which takes place on November 2nd, p.nd urging support for 

the movement to reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish·· Common

wealth, were issued today by Governor Leverett Saltonstall of Massachusetts and 

Governor J. Howard McGrath of Rhode Island, bringing to thirteen the total number 

of states who are marking the anniversary. This was announced to4ay by the 

American Zionist Emergency Council. whose co-chairmen a~e Dr. 4bba HillQl Silver . . 
and Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

. . 
The Council also announce~· that a message had ~eon rocefved from ·Dr. Carl 

Hennann Voss. executive secretary of the Christian Co~cil on Palestine.and 
•' 

Dr. Howard M. LeSourd, director of the American Palesti~e Committee, declaring 

that "immediate action must be taken to implement the Balfour Declaration.and 

the historic pledges made to the Jewish ·people in recent months." The Christian 
. ' 

Council on Palestine represents 2,000 Christian ministers and religious educators. 

and the .American Palestine Committee speaks for more than 4~000 non-Jewish sup

porters of the Jewish National Home, many of them leaders of public opinion. 

(more) 
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"Not only the Jewish peor,le, b:tt larc:e numbers of Christians, recognizing 

the justice of the demand for the reconstit·u.t.ion of Palestine as a free and 

democratic Jewish Commonwealth, are calling for speedy and tefinitive action 

on this vital qu~stion, 11 the mensaee oaid. 

Calling on the people of Massachusetts to obsarve November 2nd as 

11 Falestine Day, 11 Governor Saltonstall declared, 11 We behold in our vision the 

rebirth of the Jewish peo9le on the banks of tho Jordan, whore a free and 

democratic Jewish Commonwealth will be established granting the Jewish people 

a. plr:.ce of equri.li ty and d.igni ty in the family of the peace-loving nations of 

the world. 11 

"It is a truly American action that in the height of the exercise of our 

own liberties of election and in the midst of a mighty war to preserve our own 

freodor.rn, th~t we should pause to share with the Jews of the world their com

memoration of the twenty-seventh anniversary of the Balfour Declaration," 

Governor McGrath said. 

Other states which have ~ctcd to murk the anniversary arc Colorado, 

Connocticut, Indiana, Maryland, Montana, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 

Pennsylvania, Virginia and iest Virginia. 

--30--
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
A.ssofut1d Orgtmizlllions: 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR ImDIATE RELEASE 

NEW JERSEY STATE FEDERATION OF LABOR 

BLASTS WHITE PA.PER ON P.1LESTINE 

lv~YOR MURFHY INTRODUCES BES0LUTI0N 

URGING OPEN DOOR FOR JEWS 

The Uew Jersey State Federation of Labor has joined in the fight for the 

abrogation of the Chamberlain White Paper, which would prohibit all new Jewish 

irrmigration into Palestine after Viarch 31. 

In a resolution adopted at the body 1s 65th convention, held in Newark, the 

Federation followed the action of its parent body, the .American Federation of Labor, 

in condemning the Wh!te Paper as "a flagrant violation of the British Mandate over 

Palestine. 11 'l'he re solution was introduced by Mayor Vine en t J. Murphy of Newark, 

secretary-'l'reasu.rer of the New Jersey State Federation of Labor. 

"In consonance with the friendship thus far demonstrated by organized labor 

to the deTelopment of Palestine as a self-governing Jewish Commonwealth, we ask 

that the gates of that country be opened for entry and settlement of as many Jewish 

refugees as may need or shall desire to go there, where they ma.y help the pioneers 

and organized workers to build for a just social and economic order 1 11 the resolution 

declared. 

The text of the resolution follows: 

nwHEREAS the .American government in 1922 by joint resolution of the Congress 

of the United Stutes which was unaninx>usly adopted, endorsed tho establishment in 

Palestine of n National Homeland for the Jewish people, and 

(more) 



, "WHEREAS the American Federation of Labor, through its leadership and the 

expressed sentiment of many of its conventions, ha.s repeatedly emphasized its 

friendly and sincere interest in such movement; and 

11 WHEREAS the mandatory government of Great :Britain is now preparill!; to in

voke the White Paper which it issued in 1939, and which decrees the complete cessa

tion of Jewish immigration in Palestine by the end of next March; and 

llWHEBEAS the White Paper constitutes a flagrant violation of the :British 

Mandate over Palestine and if it should be put into effect it would deal a severe 

blow to Jewish achievements and the necessity of finding a haven of settlement for 

countless thousands of persecuted and homeless people; 

11 NOW, THEREFORE, ll IT BESOLVED by _this 65th convention of the New Jersey 

State Federation of Labor assembled in the City of Newark that we join with our 

parent body the American Federation of Labor in condemning the White Paper and 

calling for its immediate repeal; and 

"l3E IT ]URTHER RESOLVED that we join in demanding the abrogation of the White 

Paper and protesting any action which restricts the right of Jewish immigration into 

Palestine. In consonance with the friendship thus far demonstrat~d by organized 

labor to the development of Palestine as a self-governing Jewish Commonwealth, we 

ask that the gates of that country be opened for entry and settlement of as many 

Jewish refugees as may need or shall desire to go there, where they may help the 

pioneers and organized workers to build for a just social and economic order, and 

11 l3E IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to the State 

Department at Washington, D. c. and to our parent body the .American Federation of 

Labor." 

-30--
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Orgtmizlllions: 
Zionist Organi2ation of America • Hadassab • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDUTE RELEASE 

27 NEW YORK YOUTH GROUPS FORM YOUNG ZIONIST ACTIONS COMMITTEE 

- ................ 

New York, N. Y. - Twenty-saven Zionist youth organizations of Greater New York 

have united to form the YOUNG ZIONIST ACTIONS COMMITTEE OF NEW YORK to "engage in 

a vigorous fight against the White Paper and for the full implementation of the 

Balfour Declaration which calls for the establishment of a National Homeland for 

the Jewish people in Palestine." This announcement was made todq by the .American 

Zionist Emergency Council, which is giving its active support to the new group. 

The Youth Committee has elected the following officers: Dr. Otto Schirn, 

chairman; N. Golinkin, vice-chairman; Samuel Ducker, chairman of the Executive 

Eoar~; Raphael Pinchas, treasurer; Naomi Cheurgon, l3etty Margoshes and Sylvia Stern, 

secretaries. 

The Young Zionist Actions Committee will enlist the active cooperation of 

the entire membership of its 27 constituent organizations in crystallizing pu.blic 

opinion for its emergency program through speakers, publications, and varied 

acti-v-ities on college campuses. 

The organizations represented on the Committee are: 

Achduthr Habonim, Hakoah, Hapoel Hamizrachi, Hashomer Hadati, Hashomer Hat

zair, Hechalutzt Hillel Foundation !rooklyn College, Hillel Foundation City Colleg~ 

Hillel Foundation Columbia University, Hillel Foundation lfunter College, Histei.n:t 

Young Feoples Division. 

(mra) 
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New York Junior Hadassah, Brooklyn Junior Hadassah, Junior Mizrachi, 

Le8€Ue for Labor Palestine, Maccabi, Manhattan Zionist Club, Masada, Pioneer 

Women-Business and Professional Groups, Poale Zion-Metropolitan Branch, Students• 
J 

Group - Jewish Institute of Religion, Students• Organization•Jewish Theological 

Seminary, Students• Organization~Yeshiva, Students• Organization-Yeshi~a College, 

Young Israel, 1oung Judaea. 

I 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Assoeitll,tl Org1111izlllions: 
Zioniat Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR RELEASE: 'rt'EDNESDAY, JANUARY 26, 1944. 

SEN.A.TOR MEAD DEMANDS WHITE PAPER ON PALESTINE 

l3E II RIPPED TO SHREDS11 

....... - -
URGES UNITED MATIONS CONFE;RENCE 1'0 ASSURE 

JE\w' ISH COMMONWEALTH 

New York - Declaring that the United Nations have "another great •onference 

opportuni ty11 in Palestine, Senator James M. Mead of New York last night demanded 

that the :British White Paper of 1939, which would prohibit all new Jewish 

immigration into Palestine after March 31st, be II ripped to shreds. n He also 

urged that the Jewish people "be given, through the formation of a Jewish Com

monuealth, the opportunity to take their place in dignity and honor among the 

world family of peoples. 11 

Speaking at a reception which was sponsored by the Zionist District 

of Far Roekawa~ with the cooperation of 31 Christian and Jewish organizations, 

Senator Mead said: 

11 \ie of the United Nations have shown that when we want to, we can rise 

to great heights not only on the battlefield but in the conference chamber as 

well. We rose to great heights at Mosoo\v. \le rose to great heights at Cairo. 

\·ie rose to great heights at Teheran. Here in Palestine is another great con

ference opportunity for the United Nations. Let us liquidate every injustice 

at the conference table and give the lie to our enemies, I say it is another 

opportunity for the United Nations because the fate of the Jewish people is 

(more) 
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not the exclusive responsibility of any single country -- it is the concern o~ 

al 1 mankind. 

11 Let us of the United Nations therefore have the greatness and the 

nobility to seize that opportunity and to seize it now. Let us scrap the 

White Paper and destroy our last link with appeasement. Let us open the doors 

of Palestine and give new hope to millions. Let us affirm the right of the 

Jewish people to a coillllX)nwealth in Palestine and end their fears that it is 

to become a ghetto. And let us, by showing such greatness, restore the Holy 

Land to the world as a symbol of tru.th und justice; of truth because we shall 

be honoring our solemn commitment. Of justice -- because we shall be ending 

one of history's grave et injustices, 11 

Senator Mead paid tribute to Palestine Jewry's contributions to the 

cause of the United Nations and declared that 11 one need but set foot in Pnlestine, 

to feel the depth of its dedicntton to the democratic ideal, to socicl progress, 

to human freedom. And let me remind those whose memories are shar t of one 

simple fact, The most important conference of this war, possibly of nll history1 

was held in the Middle East. But it wns not so very long ago that Jewish Pal

estine \Vas the single oasis of democracy in a Vo.st Middle Eastern desert of 

indifference and lukewarlillless to democracy's fate. And jt was not so long ago 

either that the Jews of Palestine had to wring from the United Nations the 

opportunity to give all they had in the fight against our comroon enemies." 

The full text of the speech follows: 

(roore) 
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SPEECH OF UNITED STATES SENATOR JaMES M. MEAD, 
BEFORE ZIONIST DISTRICT OF THE FIVE TOWNS AND F~ ROCKAllrtY, 

rtT Ln.\/RENCE HIGH SCHOOL - ~WRENCE, L.I., NE11 YORK, JJ1.NUARY 25., 1944. 

The honor which you huve conferred on mo this evening 

is one to which I can respond only with the deepest humility. 

. I know thE.t Palestine is the source of tho eternal truths of 

reli 0 ion and moralitf on which our futur e civiliZQtion must 

rest. I know too thnt the bond Letween Po.lestino nnd the Jewish 

people is one of history I s r.10Bt persistent nnd r:-iost ins·)irinb 

facts. By your benerous action toni[ht, you hnvc linked one who 

pursues so temporary n Lusiness as politics with so eternal n 

phenomenon as the Holy Land. That is somethinr. which must rankc the 

most arrogant of us humble. It is in that spirit of humility that 

I express to you my profound appreciation. 

I am certain thnt historians will see the story· of tho 

past twenty years ns a series of nmazinb parndoxcs, of rcmnrknLle 

contradictions between the thinbs we said and the th1nbs we did. 

i,e recoe;nized the need for unity o.nd tcru11work among nations. Yet 

we encourabed disunity y omLrnc1n~ isolationism. We spoke 

eloquently of peace. Yet we did little to stop tne drift to war. 

\ve talked louctly of in tern,~ tiono.l soc 1ai pro6res s. But we con tinu

ally 6 ave comfort to forces of reaction. Indeed., 1n this wnr itself , 

the United ~at1ons hnve proclaimed 6enorous ideals.Yet wo tre~uootl7 

shrink from puttinb thera into prnc.t1ce. 

But I douut whetht;r any paradox will seem more str1kinb 

than our policy with regurd to the Jewish National Homolan~ iri 

Palestine. ~nd let me mnkc one th1n6 clenr cLt tho outs et, Loco.use 

I want no one to misinterpret my words. I so.your ~olicy on Pales

tine. • By that I mean precisely what I say. I mean British policy., 
I mean 

I mean ~mcrican policy,/United Nations policy. However, there 

has been far too grt;;a t a tendency, I 11eliove., to regard the things 

that are happeninb in Palestine as exclusively the result of 

British policy. But we have fortunately ro ched n sta6e in this 

war when our major policies are common policies. No important 

decision affecting the United Nations can now be taken unless 

there is a considerable measure of agreement amonb its major 

meml.;ers. If policy ,·, n Pales tine toct.ay is whn t it 1s, then you o.nd 

I and all the people 1n the United States must shoulder our share 

of the responsi·(>ili ty. Had we made our own att1 tude clear and 
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categor1cnl, hnd we protested as vigorously ae Justice, decency nnd 

our own solemn declara tions demanded, then Iara convinced th t the 

sombre shadow of the br1 tish 1,/hi te Pnpor would not be lenbthening 

todny over Pnlcstine and the fate of tho Jewish pooplo. 

I said n few moments a~o that present policy on Pnloatino 

1s one of the most striking of contompornry pnrndoxes .. • Few ventures 

in history have cor;1.1.1a ndcd such eloquent ver bnl -support · a s .tho res

toration of tho Jewish Nlt.1onnl Homeland. The bulfour Dcclur at1on 

wns cnuorsed Ly over fifty nnt1ons a t San Rc@o. Its principle was 

. unanimously endorsed by our own Conbress . in 1922. Every hmer1cnn 

presia.cnt since tha t c.la t o hns rtaf'f1rmed tha t principle . Our 

pres ent Chief Executive hns r1.1nde his pos ition crys t al clear. I 

dou0t whether · there 1s a sin~le 1~pbrtant · stntesmnn in any of the 

democratic countries who has not expressed unLounded admira tion 

and support of the a chi eveoents of the· Jewish people- in Palos tine. 

· .. · But ,I also douut whc'!hcr anY, ·project so warmly endorsed 

1n words ·was ever· so-: consistently · di'scourag cd 1n practice~ Every 

new policy announced w1th r~ga.rd·- to Pal stinc since· 1922 hr.a re-
' 

presented another violation of· the lcttc~ and spirit of the 

original Bnlfour Declaration. The d 6velopment of tho J ewish 

i.,Nat1onal Homelands hould have been encournged and fac111 tnted. 

Instead, it has been retarded and frustrate~. And today, we hnve 

ac tunlly reached tho stag where,. in .n ma ttor of w eoks, no Jew will 

be able to enter Pulestine because he is a Jew! No Jaw will be able 

.. . 

to buy la.no. in Pal~a tine lJecuuse he 1s n Jew! If the ,British Wh1 te 

Papl;r 1s en:t'orced, the prou1iso of a Jewish :Na tional Homeland in 

ial~stine will ~e transformed into the r eality of n national ghetto. 

nnu there will Lo sut up 1n Pal0atinc.:, _in the Holy Land, legal 

discriminations against Jews which would not be permitted in any free 

country in the world. 

How can we explain th1e amazinb i'nct? Why have we so 

den1ed by our nets the ideals we professed with our words? 

Is it becnuae ·the Jewish people ·no longer wnnt Palestine? 

Surely no man with an ounce of respect for the truth will make such 

a claim! Surely tho blood and tho sweat and toil with which the 

Jewish people have fertilized .the soil or Palestine should ca.st that 

lie back in the teeth of those who utter 1·t1 • Surely the tons of 
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thousanas of J ews who h, vo be·en kept aliv only by th hope of 

rcach1n6 its Lorders desp ratcly want their homelanu! I know 
. 

thl t n few Jews do not suj,)port Zionism. Sor.10 p opl°c thereforu ar • uo 

th,~t the Jewish people do not want Palestine. Thnt is as vr-.11d ns 

clclmin~ thnt the J~oricnn people ,iant Hitler over hero Lecnuse 

a few hr,1cricnn citiz ens have been indicted for act1n6 ns his a nts. 

Is it bccnusc the Jewish people of Europe no lon~or no cd 

Palestine? Thnt nrgun~nt mi 0 ht concicvably nakc some sense if the 

other coun~ ·~s hnd kept open their doors to the helpless victi□s 

of hatred who cried for cor.:1pnssion. But the millions of Je1s who 

huve ~een ~urdcred in Europe are r illions of &ns~ers to those 

who su6 . est thQt the Jews do not need Palestine. These people have 

been o:)pressed as Jews, tortured as Jews, killed t~s Jews. Surely, 

then, the Jewish people ur~ently need their horaelund where they can 

rebain their ui~nity as Jews, Luild crcutivcly as Jews, Lreathe 

freely as Jews, live proualy as Jews. 

Is it .Lecause the Jewish pe ople hove proved incapa~le of 

bu1ld1n their homelanu? I challenbe anyone who makes that claim 

to take one look at some of tho thinbs I saw 1n Palestine a few 

short months ago. Durin6 the past few yeats, the world saw 

painfully few examples of creative stntcsnonship. But I doubt 

if many examples of constructive effort 1n all history exce d that 

of the Jewish people 1n Palestine. While the rest of the world was 

plunf.:iing hendlon6 into the abyss of depression and wnr, Je,:,rish 

Palestine was uuilding nnd expanding. A tiny settlement of some 

tens of thousands was grouing into a raodGrn nation of mo _{'e than a 

half million. 1/here other nations were devotin~ their energies to 

destructive purposes, the JeHs of Palestine were uniting in crt:.nt1ve 

enterprise. Where agressor armies were ravaginb whole countries, 

the Jews were trnnsforminb a wasteland. Where others brought 

death, tho Jewish National Homeland brought life. 

Is it because we were uncertain of th loyalty of the Jews 

of Palestine to the ideals 1'or which we of th€.! United ~at1ons nrc: 

fighting? To th&t I cnn say Only this: one need but set foot in 

Palestine, to fe ·.1 the depth of 1 ts dedication to th democratic 

1d. •al, to s oc1nl probross, to human freedom. ~nd let me remind thosE' 

whose memories nre short of one aim le fact. The most important 
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conference of this war, possiuly of nll history, wns held in tho 

Middlo East. But it was not so vury lonL UGO that Jewish 

Palestine wr..s th sine:,lc cc.sis of doi.iocrncy in c. V'" st middle 

t;' stern desert of indifference and lukownrr.1ncss to donocrl.cy' s fate. 

And it wr..s not so lonb ago either that the Jews of Pnlostin had 

to wrinb froo the United Nnt1ons tho opportunity to 61vo all they 

hnd in the fight against our conmen cnonios. 

The Jewish people, I therefore sny, pnss1onnt cly want 

Palestine. The Jewish people . dcspcrr~tely need Palestine. Tho 

Jewish people have suprcr.1ely proved their <'.b111 ty to r ehu1ld 

Palestine. The J c ish people have ovorwhelrain~ly dcnonstrated 

thnt they will build a bcnuincly dooocrnt1c Palestine. 
' 

Then why do ,~re of the United Nations pcrs 1st in our 

aeterminntion to liquidate the Jewish National H0 nclnnd? Why 

do we continue to thwart o~e of history's noblest nnd oost 

inspirin0 ad.ventures? Why do wo r.1ukc PnlL-stinc the scone of 

one of tho most tra6ic injustices of this genurction? 

I can think of only one poss11le answer----- ~xpediency. 

WE: n re plnyin0 n g-~mo. \✓ c a re s c.crif icinc the certain loynl t1os of 

some people for the uou~tful loynltics of oth~rs. ~le know that 

tho Jewish people, cone whht may, will never abandon their fi ·ht a -

ainst Fascism. Do we think t~nt by sncr1fic1nE the Jewish National 

Homeland wet cnn win the nllo ~-1ance or tho neu trnli ty of others 
a 

whose love for democracy may prove to be/doubtful affnir? 

That, I sny, 1s the kind of expetL1ency thn t perouaded the 

democracies to shut their eyes to Mnnchuria nnd Ethiopia. That 1s 

the kind of expediency thn t lor..d st l'night to Munich. That 1s the 

kind of exEcd1oncl tha t plunbcd the world into wnr. 

But is 1t exped1 uncy to shatter the breatest hope of the 

Jewisn people in th~ hour of their greatest need? 

Is it expediency to toy like a pnwn with th fnte of a 

people? 

Is it expediency to ho.mstring one. of the world's most 

creative d~velopments when so much th t 1a cod 1s being dLStroyed? 

Is it .expediency to nnnounco to millions who hnvc rallied 

to our cause th t they can plnco no fn1th in our promises, no trust 
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May I sucgest to you this evening my own conception of 

expediency? 

Throue:hout Europe ther e arc hundreds of thousands of Jews 

who hnve teen driven from their homes and uprooted from their lands. 

Some few have escaped to ncutrnl soil. The r es t await the fanatical 

fury of Fascism which is certnin to be unleashed against them in 

tho final agony of defeat. Many of these people cnn be helped to 

escape -- if th r e is sor.iewhere they can es cape to. I any that it 

is expedi~nt to throw widu oEen the bUtes of Palestine to every 

.Jew who . CAn be -urouc ,ht out of Europe to its shores. 

Throut,hout Curopo, there nr c millions of people who n.re 

riskinb th~ir 11VbS Le cause they hnvc faith in our pled~~ s. I say 

th~t 1t is expedient to raaintain that faith by honorinb our 

comwitment to the Jewish people. 

Throut hout .ti.sin, the1·e has Leen ln rnany sections, an 

encouragine-: sure: e of cLer11ocratic f ee ling . Tha·t 1s of vital importance 

for lastin peace and prot.rcss. I say th, .t it is expedient to foster 
\ 

. \ 

that movccent by strengthenin y the most powerf~l advance base of the 

democratic ideal 1n is1a --- Jewish Pales tine. 

Throu~hout asia, standards of 11v1n~ will have to be raised 

and industrialization extended 1f Democracy 1s to ~row and flourish. 

I say that it 1s expedient to encourabe that development by 

stren~th ninE the most f ertile source of creative inspiration in the 

Middle East -- Jewis Palestine. 

Humanity, justice, honor, expediency, there for e , all demand 

from us not that we shut the doors of Palestine but that we open 

them; not that the development of Jewish Palestine b · frustrated 

uut that it ·ue encoura5ud; not that the: british :Jhite Paper be en

forced ·~u t tha t 1 t ue rip,Eed. to shreds; not that the Jews of Pal s-

t ine bo reduced to the s ta tus of a minor 1 ty but that they be g 1 ven 

.through ~he formation of a Jewish comr11onueal th th opportun1 ti to 

take the+r place 1n dignity and honor amon5 the 'ttOrld fnmily of 

Eeo;eles. 

We of th United Nations have shorn thnt when we want to, 

we can rise to '·reat he1 .hts not only on the battlefield but in the 

conference chamber s ,~ell. We rose to~ea.t hc1 --·hts at Moscow. 
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We rose to grent he1 hts at Cairo. We rose to g~ent heights at 

Teheran. Here in Palestine is nnoth ,r great conference opportunity 

for tho United Nations. Let us 11qu1d~ .. tc every 1njust1c at tho 

conference table and ~.l ive the lie to our enemies. I say 1 t is an

other opportunity for the United Nntions becnus o the fat e of the 

Jewish people 1s not tho exclusive r esponsibility of nny sin ~l o 

country -- it is the concern of all mankind. Lot us of tho United 

Nr.tions therefore hnve tho gr ea tness nnd the noL111ty to s iz e 

that opportunity, nnd to seize it now. Lot us scrap th T.fhite -
Paper and. d es troy our lns t 11nlt with appe~somcnt. Let us open tho 

doors of Pal0stino and bive new hope to millions. Lot us affirm the 

ri~ht of the J~wish peep~ to a cornn.onwcalth in Palestine and e nd 

their fenrs that 1t is to becone a bhotto. ~nd let us, Ly showing 

such ~reatness, restore tho Holy Land to the world as a symbol of 

truth and justice; of truth because we shull Lu honorinb our 
. . 

solemn commitment. Of Justice -- Lcceusc we shall Le endinb one 

of his~ory'a g,l'lt\Test inJust1ccs. 

While tho m111 tc .ry forces of tho Uni tcd Nl. tiona are f16htinu 

to preserve our ribht to life, liberty, and ~n v iness, l8t us, 
. 

through tho instrumentality of the conference table, insure tha t 

ribht to the Jews of Palestine and to all the oppress ed everywhere 

in the world. 

.. . . 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Associated Organizations: 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342MadisonAvenue • New York 17,N. Y. • MU2-1160 

FOR IMMED UTE RELEASE 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL FORYlS RESEARCH INSTI'l'OTE 

_____________ ..,... 

DR. I. :B. :BERKSON, NOTED EDUCATOR• TO HEAD UNIT 

--------
New York - An Institute for Palestine Research, headed by Dr. I. :B. :Berkson, noted 

educator and author, has been established by the American Zionist Emergeney Council, 

it was announced today by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of the executive com

mittee of the Council. The Institute has been created to collect and organize 

data relative to the establishment of the Jewish National Home in Palestine and 

to Zionist matters generally. 

Dr. :Berkson, who will direct this activity, has made notable contributions 

to education both here and in the Middle East for many yea.rs. In 1928 he was 

invited to come to Palestine to organize the Hebrew school system and remained 

there until 1935. From 1931 to 1935 he was a member of the executive of the Jewish 

Agency. Upon hie return to the United States he directed the 1936 survey of Jewish 

education in New York City. For the past year and a half he has been Director of 

the Esco Foundation Palestine Study which undertook a comprehensive study of the 

problems of the development of a National Home for the Jewish people. 

Among the many works published by Dr. !erkson are a "Preface to an Edu

cational Philosophy" and "Theories of Americanization." His latest work, "Education 

Faces the Fu.ture, 11 was published in 1943. It is a discussion of con temporary trends 

in education with special reference to prog.essive education • 

.A.ssisting Dr. :Berkson in thia work is Dr, :Benjamin Shwadran, graduate of 

(more) 
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the Hebrew University and well•known writer on Zionist affairs. Dr. Shwad.ran 

uill specialize on matters involving the policy ot the League of Nations and Great 

Britain. Dr~ B. Weinryb, formerly Director of the Economic Research Institute of 

the Jewish Agency in Palestine will concentrate on material relating to the devel

opment of the Jewish National Home. 130th men have been associated with the Zion

ist movement for many years. 

The ~ericzn Zionist Emergency Council speaks for the four major Zionist 

parties in the United States; the Ziopist Organization of America, Hadassah, 

Mizrachi and Poale-Zion. 

_30 ... ,.. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Asso"41•d Org111Uzlllio,.s: 
Zionist Organization of America • lb-d•snh • Mizrachi • Poale-Zioo 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

HOUSE GETS BESOLUTION CALLING FOR FBEE JEWISH IMMIGRATION IMTO PALESTINE 

....... ______ .. _ 

BE?BESEHTATIVES WRIGHT Al1D COMPTON INTRODUCE MEASURE 

ENDORSING JEWISH COMMONWEALTH; McCORl/ACK AND MARTIN GIVE THEIR SUPPORT 

-...-~---

Washington - A bi-partisan resolution calling on the United States to ''use its 

good offices and take appropriate measures to the end that the doors of Palestine 

shall be opened for free entry of Jews into tho.t country, and that there shall be 

full opportunity tor colollizat1on, so th~ sh people JDa¥ ultimately recon

stitute Palestine as a free and democrati-c'{Commonwool th" was introduced todny in 

the House of Representatives of the United States. Representatives James A. Wright 

(Democrat, Pennsylvania) and Ranulf Compton (Republican, Connecticut) are co-authors 

of the measure. 

The bi-partisan nnture of the resolution wns further emphasized when state

ments endorsing it were issued to the press by House Majority Leader John w. 
McCormack (Deioocrat, Massachusetts) and House Minority Lender Joseph w. Martin, Jr. 

( Rapubl ican, Mv..s so.chuse t ts) • 

11 This resolution expresses the policy of our country in tho light of the 

stern roolities of the present hour nnd voices the desire of the American people 

that the Jows, who were tho first victims of Nazi terror, sholl be given the chance 

to ontor their Notionn.l Homeland, to settle and work there on farm and in factory, 

and to Join with those Jews who hnve preceded them to continue to build a free 

and democratic Jewish Cbmmonwealth. All decent men will wish them well and all 

(more) 
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Americans of good-will join their voices to this manifestation of encouragement and 

hope, 11 Repre sen tati ve McCormack said. 

Declaring that 11 it is nothing but elementary Justice to enable the hoiooless 

Jews of Eu.rope - the victims of the Nazi tyranny - to enter Palestine, not on 

sufferance but as a matter of right," Representative Martin added that the resolu

tion is 11 a roaffirmation of tho established policy of the United States in favor of 

a Jewish National Home in harmony uith the new and terrible realities v,ith which 

the Jews of Europe are faced tode.y." 

DR. SILVER 11 GRA.TIFIED11 

Df. Abba Hillel Silver, chairIIlc,'lll of the exooutive committee of the American 

Zionist Emergency Council, asserted thut he is gratifiod over the introduction of 

the resolution, which he described as 11 o. groat act in behalf of a great en.use in a 

great historic hour. 11 "All men of good-v,ili evorywhere -- Jews and non-Jews alike 

-- will applaud o.nd endorse tho spirit of statesmanship and noble hwnnni ty which 

rootivated the introduction of this resolution," he o.dded. 

Dr. Silver warned that the \..Ork of the newly-formed War Refugee :Soard 11 will 

be doomed to failure, as were nll previous efforts on the part of intergovernmental 

agencies, if Palestine i~ again excluded from consideration as the major place for 

large-scale Jewish immigration." He also declared that the British White Paper 

poli~y, which would prohibit all new Jewish imrnigrntion into Palestine after March 

31• 11 1s not only a repudiation of an international obligation to which the Unit8d 

States subscribed, but it will interfere in a most disastrous manner with the rescue 

program of the Wnr Refugee Board." 

QUOTE 1~22 RESOLUTION 

The resolution calls attention to the measure adopted by the 67th Congress 

of the United States on June 30 1 1922. At that time the Congress resolved "that the 

United States of America favors the establishment in Palostine of a national home 

for the Jewish people, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which 

(more) 
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may prejudice the ·civil and religious rights of Christian and all other non-Jewish 

communities in Palestine, and that the holy places and religious buildings and sites 

in Palestine shall be adequately protected. 11 

The text of the resolution introduced by RepresentativooWright and Compton 

follows: 

"Whereas, the 67th Congress of the United Stat es on June 30, 1922 unanimously 

resolved, ~hat the United States of America favors tho establishment in Palestine 

of a national home for tho Jewish people, it being clearly understood that nothing 

shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of Christian and 

all other non-Jewish comnunities in Palestine, and that the holy places and religioU3 

buildings and sites in Palestine shall be adequately protected,'and 

11 Whereas 1 the ruthless persecution of the Jewish people in Europe has clearly 

demonstrated the need for a Jewish Homeland as a haven for the large numbers who 

have become homeless as a result of this persecution, 

"THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by tpe House of Representatives of the United States 

of America that the United States shall use its good offices and take appropriate 

measures to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of 

Jews into that country, and that there shall be full opportunity for colonization, 

so that qth~ Jew,ish people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a free and 
(1; ~ .. 

;,-_,...- '\ 

democratic Commonweal th, 11 

#30-1/27/44 



STATEMENT BY MAJORITY µA12ER JOljj.~ We. McOORMA;QK 

Atter the victory of the United Nations, which is inevitable and which; I 

hope, will come soon, the world will be confronted with a gigantic task of rehabili-1 

tation for millions of uprooted and homeless human beings, Among these• the plight 

of the Jews who will have survived the Nazi program of e~termination will be i~

deed t:ragic. It will be imperative to find a solution for this pressing problem. • 

Palestine represents the most practical, available opportunity for Jews to 

:rebuild their broken livese and to beoome self-..sustaining and self-respecting 

nu.man beings., This is so boca"J.se of the remarkable ach~c11ements of the present 

J~wish community of 600~000 in Palestine, which during tue ~ast quarter of a 

century has laid a magnificent and solid foundnt~oni for the Jewish homeland is 

the result of the opportunity afforded it by the nations of the world, including 

the United States 0 after tho last war~ 

This resolution expresses the policy of our country in the light of the 

stern realities of the present hour and voices the desire of tho American people 

that the Jews who were the first victims of Nazi terror shall be given the chance 

to enter their National Homeland, to settle and work there on farm and in factory, 

and to join with those Jews who have preceded them to continue to buil~ a free 

and democratio Jewish Corr.monwealth • 

.All decent men will wish them well and all Americans of good.,,will ,vtll join 

their voices to this manifestation of eu·cou:ragement and ~pe, 

,/,30-1/27/44 
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STATEMENT BY HOUSE :.:INORITY LEADER, JOSEPH W. llu\.RT IN, JR, 

..--------------
The Palestine resolution meets with my hearty approval. It is an expression 

of the sympathy of the people of the United States with Jewish aspirations for the 

restoration of their national lives in Po.lestine. It is a reassertion of the 

historic attitude of the United States as embodied in the Lodge Palestine Resolution 

which was adopted by Congress in 1922. 

The tragedy of the Jewish people has never been so deep as it is today. 

The terrible persecution and mass murder of the Jews of Europe is so ghastly 

that no true Christian heart can withhold its sympathy. But all will not be 

destroyed. That is the hope and prayer of all civilized men, '1:hose Jews who will 

escape Nazi extermination will face cruel homelessness -- except for Palestine. 

Following the victorious conclusion of the war, the only country which \1ill 

be capable of receiving and absorbing large numbers of these unfortunate people 

will be Pnl.estine, which country was mnde ready for that purpose. 

During the last two decades, tho Jewish pioneers in Palestine have turned 

sand dunes into orange groves. Thoy havo pushed further into the wastelandathe 

frontiers of cultivation and settlement. They havo developed industries and ma.de 
for 

Palestine a better place to live in/all of its inhabitnnts. regardless of race or 

creed. 

The 600 1 000 Jews of Palestine have ma.de a magnificent contribution to the 

war effort of the United Nations. Thouso.nds of their sons have volunteered in the 

armed services of 1reat Britain and gave a good account of themselves on the field 

of battle. 

It is nothing but elementary justice to enable the homeless Jews of Eu.rope -

the victims of the Nazi tyranny -- to enter Palestine, not on sufferance but as a 

matter of right. 

This resolution is a reaffirmation of the established policy of the United 

States in favor of n Jewish National Home, in harmony with the new and terrible 

realities with which the Jews of Europe are faced today, 

130-1/27/44 --30--



STATEMENT BY DR. ilBA HILIEL SILVER 

We are, of course, highly gratified that Congressman Compton of Connecticut 

and Congressman Wright of Pennslyvania have introduced the Palestine Resolution in 

Congress. We note with pleasure the enthusiastic endorsement which both Uajority 

Leader McCormack and Minority Leader Yiartin have given to this Resolution. These 

men, we believe, voice tho true sentiment of the .American people which once before 

:_ through a resolution unanimously adopted by the House and the Senate of the 

United Stutes in 1922 - expressed its hearty approval of the establishment in 

Palestine of a National Home for the Jewish people, 

Since that time the Jews have been at work rebuilding Palestine on a scale 

and in a manner which has evoked the admiration of the whole world. This remarkable 

development which has brought more thnn a half million Jews into the country since 

the last World War, saved hundreds of thousands of refugees who might otherwise have 

perished at the hands of the Nazis, ond enabled Palestine to make a most significant 

contribution to the war effort of the United Nations, is now threatened by the il

legal and morally unjustifiable policy of the Whito Paper, ~hich would close the 

doors of Palestine to future Jewish inrnigration. 

This policy is not only a repudiation of an international oblieation to which 

the United Stutes subscribed, but it will interfere in a most disastrous monner with 

the rescue program of the War Refugee Boa.rd, which the President of the United States 

has recently established. Palestine is the n~st likely and rondily-nvailable haven 

and shelter for these millions whom it is hoped to save from extermination. The work 

of the War Refugee Boa.rd will be doomed to failure, as were all previous efforts on 

the part of intergovernmentnl agencies, if Palestine is again excluded from con

sideration as the major place for lnrge-seale Jewish immigration. 

The Palestinb Resolution now introducod in Congress is n great net in behalf 

of a great ca~se in a great ond historic hour. ill men of good will everywhere -

Jews and non-Jews alike - will npplnud m:id endorse the spirit of statesmanship nnd 

noble bumnnity which motivated tne introduction of this Resolution. 
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Americ:m Zionist Emergency c~uncil 
342 1~dison Avenue, New York City 

FROL: Hn.rold P. Manson, Director of Inform1.tion 
Americ:m Zionist Emergency Council 

The .,.ttached conies of R.ddresses by Represont1.ti ves Wright wd Compton 
will serve to supnlement the rn1.teri1.l on the Palestine Resolution, 
introduced in the House yesterrl;:iy, ~hich you h1.ve ~lre'l.dy received. 

HPI~: SH 



HOUSE .ADDRZSS OF REPRESENTATIVE JAMES A. WRIGHT .ffi 

OF ?JID.ETSYLVAUIA - IU CONNECTIOU WITH THE PALESTllli RESOLUTION 

Mr. Speo.ker: 

These resolutions introduced today by myself nnd by the gentleman of 

O~nne~ticut, Mr. Oompten, constitute a restatement of the established .American 

p~licy relative to the Jewish National liome in Palestine as declared by the 67th 

Congress, through the adoption of the Palestine Reseluti~n in 1922. It is in 

harmc.,ny with the ideals for which this war is being fought. 

The tragedy of Jewish homelessness in Europe as intensified by the Nazi 

perseoutions, makes it imperative on the part of the United Nations to deal effect

ively with this grave humm problem. .After the victory there will be hundreds of 

thousands of Jews in Europe for whom it will be necessary to find a place of shelter, 

The country most available t~ reoeive this large number of destitute people 

is Palestine, where the Jewish pioneers, as a result of their ~wn ae~~evements and 

saerifices, have prepared the Jewish National Home to absorb these victims of the 

Nazi oppression. The very designation of Palestine as a Jewish National Home oon

notes the freedom of entry of Jews into Palestine as a matter of right. This is a 

basic attribute of a homeland. 

It is worthy of mention that the Jewish community of Palestine has rendered 

magnificent service to the cause of the United Nations through the work of its 

faotories, the produce of its farms and the volunteer service of 30,000 of its y~,mg 

men in the armed forces nf Great :Britain, as members of General Montgomery's heroic 

8th Army. 

In speaking ~f Palestine, President Roosevelt said: 

"T\vo decades have witnessed a remarkable exemplification 

of the vitality and vision o! the Jewish Pioneers in 

Palestine. It should be a source of pride to Jewish 

citizens of the United Stntes that they, too, have had 

a eharo in this great work of revival and restoration." 

~e adnption of this resolution will be a source of comfort to all nations 

wh~ are now crushed under the heel of the Nazi tyrant. 

To the Jews of Europe the ad~tion of this Resolution will give renewed 

r.,,pe and faith. 

1/27/44 
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HOUSE ADDRESS OF RE?RESENTATIVE RAlilULF COHPTOl! (R) 

OF oo~mECTICUT I~: OOIDlECTIOlJ WITH TH]J PALESTI~-m RESOLUTIOH 

Mr. Spanker: 

It is a signal henor as well as a moral duty to be the joint author and 

sp.,nsor of House Resolution Ho. __ simultaneously introduced by the Honorable 

James A. Wright. member from Pennsylvania <,n the majority side of the House. This 

is n subject that has been nenr my heart for many years and as I have indicated I 

am most haPJ.JY to be privileged as a member of Oongress to take some action looking 

toward the abrogati~n 0£ the ]ritish i.:lhite ?aper whioh attempts to hold the Jewish 

people as a permanent minority in Pal es tine and whieh precludes the relief to the 

suffering Jew so long and so vividly presented to us in Europe. It is hoped that 

this joint action by the Congress will give the State Department encouragement to 

take a~tive steps t~ bring about favorable action in Europe. It is also rey hope 

that this concerted joint aotion, w1 th the engendered sympathetic public,, t'lpinion 

reawakened by these resolutions, will spur the administration t~ pursue an aggress

ive polioy toward that end. 

Let no one say this 1a not our business to interfere with Great Britain in 

this matter. Decidedly it is our affair. Gre t Britain forrun.lly initiated the 

projeet in 1917 and wonted our appreval and encr.,urngement whioh we nnd the other 

Allies of World Wa:r One gave at that time. Subsequently, Great Britain became the 

trustee-- mark you., the trustee -- for fifty-two nations of the League of Nati~ns 

in estnblishing a Jewish National Home in Palestine. We must not forget that in 

1922 a Joint Congressionnl Resolution favoring the establishment of a Jewish Home 

for the Jewish people in Palestine was adopted unanimously, and we must not f~~get 

that in 1924 a speeial treaty between Fngland and the United States gave specinl 

oignifioanee and sanction to the marrlate for Palestine. 

It is worthy of n~te that the treaty specifically set forth that any 

ebanges mu.st be with our assent. This is ample reason, if there were no humanitarian 

ones, for us to actively and energetically insist that Great Britain abrogate the 

British Wr..ite Paper which was enuneiated without our assent or approval. 

Every humani ta.rian impulse is toward opening wide the doors of Palestine 

to our suffering brothers of the Jewish f?i th. Let me say in eonclusion that 11 t

erally thousands of my eonstituents in Oonneotiout, both Jew and Gentile, have 

urge~ me to lend asaistanoe to any action that might speed the day when Palestine 

,ould once more be a haven for the Jew. 

Answering these thousands and acting on behalf of the sympathetic members 

of the minority I have taken this aotion toda.Y. It is my ear~eBt Mpe that the 

House will give unnnimous approval to the adoption of the Resolution. 

1/27/44 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SENATORS WAGNER AND TAFT INTRODUOE PALESTINE RESOLUTION 

- - - - ... 
MEASURE URGES FREE IMMIGRATIOll AUD JEWISli COiviMONtlEAL'm; BACKED BY BARKLEY AND WHITE 

-----.-

Washington -- Senator Robert F. Wagner (Democrat, New York) and Senator Robert A. 

Taft (Republican, Ohio) today introduced in the U.S. Senate a resolution urging the 

United States "to use its good offices and take appropriate measures to the end that 

the doors of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of Jews into that country, and 

that there shall be full opportunity for coloni~ation so that the Jewish people may 

ultimately reconstitute PRlestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonr.ealth.n 

The bi-partisan measure was hailed on the floor of the Senate by 

Majdrity Leader Alben W. Barkley (Democrat, Kentucky) and Acting Minority Leader 

~allace H. 17hite, Jr. (Republican, Maine). 

In presenting the resolution, Senator Wagner drew attention to the 

Joint Resolution which was unanimously adopted by the Congress of the United States 

1n June, 1922, and which declared that ''the United States of A1nerica favors the es

tablishment in Palestine of a National Home for the Jewish people." 

11 Thi s resolution ( the Wagner-Taft measure) reaffirms the hi storio 

policy of the Government of the United States, 11 Senator Wagner asserted. 

Reviewipg the history of Palestine since the days when the :British 

Government after World War I, with the npproval of the United States and the allied 

and nssociated nations, assumed the Mandnte over Palestine, Senator Wagner said& 

(more) 
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"ffllile Palestine aohieved rem~kable growth in the next twenty yeo.rs, 

a new day did not dawn for the world at large. Instead, under the prodding of 

Hitler and Mussolini, and under other influences, n series of unfortunate develop• 

ments conspired to divert the orderly fulfillment of a great objective. During the 

'Munich Period,• the then British Government adopted the so-called 1\1hite Paper• 

restricting irrmigrntion, land purchase nnd c~lonization ~f Palestine by Jewiah 

settlers. This policy then, as now, shocked the sensibilities of men of good will 

everywhere_ No one was more outspoken in ~pposition to the ihite Paper than 

Prime Minister Winston O:lurchill. 

11 In the meantime, the present WDX began, o.nd Hitler's nn+rder squads 

undertook their deliberate pr~gr[U!l ~f exterminating the Jewish population of Europe. 

At a time when Palestine should have been open to welcome these unfor~uno.te people 

and utilize their centribution to the utmost, the gates were virtually closedo 

11Those Jews who ,;1ere fortunate enough to be in Pnlestine have made and 

are making a truly glori~s contribution to the Allied cause, '1.hile General Mont

gomery and his valiant Eighth .Arrrf/ were fighting with their backs to the Suez Canal, 

and Rommel already ~o.d invited guests to his contemplated first dinner party in 

Cairo, the Jews of Palestine were performing heroic deeds as commandos and ns ~ther 

shock troops. In Pnlestine the entire community of men and women dedicated their 

lives to the defense of their homeland and to the production o! urgently needed 

materials of wnr for the Allied forces. President Roosevelt, Mr. Churchill, nnd 

other Allied leaders have spoken most generously of their contribution. 

''Now and ~n the post-war period, this Jewish community stands ready t() 

give refuge to their persecuted brethren in ]}Jrope. Fror.1 1933 to 1939, Palestine 

welcomed ~ore refugees from Hitlerian terror than were absorbed by the rest of the 

world. \\hen the ~nr ends, Palestine has the capacity tc abs~rb the uprooted and 

the des~itute Jews who will survive Hitler's vengeance, The need then will be great-

• 13r than ever beforeo 
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"Our government hn.s done and i3 doing its utmost to alleviate the con

ditions of lhropean refugees during the war. Every President of the United States 

since ~oodrow Wilson has looked with favor upon the Jemsh homeland as the perIM.nent 

solution of a vexing prcblem. This Resolution will help uphold the hand of our 

government in support of its traditi~nal policy - a policy that is in furtheranoe 

of the ideals of all the United Nati~ns." 

Senator White seeonded the Resolution and asserted: 

"The crueltie3 inflicted upon the Jewish people in late years, n.nd their 

present desperate plight, appeal t~ the heart of the Christian world for remedial 

measures and for fulfillment of this ple.n for a home for them. This Resolution en

courages hope that there will soon come realization of those aspirations. It should 

he.Ve early o.nd favorable considerA.tion by the Senate." 

Sena.tor Taft, co-sponsor of the measure, declared that 11until a. place is 

found to which the unhappy Jews of Europe ann repair and get a new start in life, 

free of unreasonable econou1ic sanction and blind religious and racial hatred, the 

fundamental causes for nnti-Semittsm will continue in Europe. 

"It seems to me that the only solution of this problem lies in the re

storation of free and unrestricted immigration of Jews into Palestine, at least 

until that land has absorbed as many people as it can, n he added. 

An iQpaseioned plea in behalf of the persecuted Jews of Europe and a 

tribute to the Jews of Palestine was voioed by Senator Barkley, who declared: 

11 I have been frequently inspired by the devotion and the enthusiasm with 

which men o.nd women who have never seen Palestine, and will never see it, have de

voted their lives and their c1eans to provide a home for the persecuted Jews of 

Europe. 

"It is r.v opinion that Palestine can yet absorb many huudreds of thousanda. 

I have been informed froo reliable sources that ultimately, by the process of im

provement in agriculture and industry and all the other things which go to make lifo 

worthwhile, that in all likelihood Palestine could absorb and suppor~ approximately 
( '.:;.'J:,.,' 
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3.000,000 Jews, If thnt is true -- and I hnve no renson to doubt it - it seems to 

me that we ought to encourage every effort, not only as .American citizens, but thnt 

as a governoent ue ought to encourage every effort to facilitate the migrntion of 

oppressed, hnrassed people into the land of their ancient ancestors." 

Tha· bi-partisan nature of the Wagner-Taft Resolution parallels 

thnt of the mea~e which was introduced in the House of Representatives on Jnnuary 

27, by Representatives JnrJes A. Wright (Denocrat, Pennsylvania) and Rnnulf Coopton 

(Republican, Connecticut). Thnt Resolution was endorsed by House Majority Leader 

John W. McCornm,ck (De171ocrat, Massachusetts) and House Minority Leader Joseph \7. 

MAX~tin, Jr. (Republican, Massachusetts). 

The text of the \1agner-Taft Res~lution follows: 

"Resolved, that the United States shall use its good offices and 

take appropriate ne~sures to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened 

for free entry of Jew$ into that country, and thc~t there shall be full opportunity 

for colonization so that the Jewiah peopie mey ultimately reconstitute Palestine as 

a free and democ:r;-atic Jewish Oomrnonweal th. n 

--30-... 
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STATElhENT OF S:SNATOR RO:SERT F. WAGNER (DEMOCRAT, NEV YOIUC) 

Mr. President: 

I deem it a great privilege to join Senator Taft in sponsoring thts Resolu

tion, concerning one of the greatest humanitarian movements before the American 

people today "'\'I\ to ;right the tt"agic plight of the Jews of the Old World and help 

them r~build their ~cestrai homeland, w~ere they may live as free men and useful 

citizens. 

This Resolution re~affirms the historic policy of the government of tho 

United States, formulated by the Congress in June 1922, when it unanimously passed 

a Joint Resolution sponsored by the late Senator Lodge of Massachusetts, then Chair

man of the Committee on Foreign Relations, The Congress then declared "that the 

United States of America favors the establishment in Palestine of a National Home 

for the Jewish people, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which 

may prejudice the civil and religious rights of C~~stiD+1 and of other non-Jewish 

communities in Palestine~ and that the Holy places ond religious buildings and sites 

in Palestine shall be adequately protected. 11 

The Lodge Resolution concerned the famous :Balfour Declaration, establishing 

in Palestine a ho~eland for tho Jewish people. A:J_though it Tias issued in the name 

of the British Government, the Balfour Declaration was, as a matter of fact, a joint 

policy of the Governments of Great ~ritain and the United States. :Before its offi

cial publication it was the subject of prolonged and cordial negotiations between 

Mr. Woodrow Wilsen and Mr. Lloyd Gco1"ge, the respective heads of the two governments, 

In the words of Hon. Josephus Da.n;i.els, the Uni tcd Statos was a "moral co-sponsor" 

of the entire plan. 

It was hoped then by tho Allied Government and by men of good will everyuhero 

that the establishment of a Jewis~ homeland in Pnlestine would solve an age-old 

problem. It was contemplated that the disgraceful era of economic and social pe!'

secution of the Jews in Eu.rope would torminate, and thntonce again this people,. from 



whom we derive our Christianity, our basio literature and our basic laws, among 

many other contributions, would once again be allowed to work out their salvation 

in peace and freedom. 

With this in mind the British Govennent after World War 1, with the approval 

of the United States, and the allied and associated nations assumed the Mandate over 

Palestine. 

\lhile Palestine achieved remarkable growth in the next twenty years~ a new 

day did not dawn for the norld at lare;e. Instead, under the prodding of Hitler and 

It.u.ssolini, and under 'other influences, a serios of unfortunuto developments conspired 

to divert tho orderly fulfillment of a great objective. During tho 11 fu.nich Period11
1 

the then British Government adopted the so-called 11 \fui to Paper" restricting immi

gration, land purchase and colonization of Palestine by Jewish settlers. This 

policy then, as now, shocked tho sensibilities of men of good will everywhere. No 

one rms more out- spoken in opposition to the White Paper thmi 

Winston Churchll. 

Prime lUni ster 

In the meantime the present war began• and Hitler's murder squads undertook 

their deliberate progrnm of exterminating the Jewish population of Europe. At a 

time when Palestino should have been open to wclcomo those unfortunate people and 

utilize their contribution to tho utmost, the gates were virtually closed. 

Those Jews who were fortunate enough to be in Palestine have made and are 

making a truly glorious contribution to the Allied cause. While General l!.ontgomery 

and his valiant Eighth Army were fighting with their backs to the SUez Canal, and 

Rommel already had invited guests to his contemplated first dinner party in Cairo, 

the Jews of Palestine were performing horoio deods as commandos and as other shock 

troops. In Palestine the entire community of men and women dedicated their lives to 

the defense of their homeland and to tho production of urgently needed materials of 

war for the Allied forces. President Roosevelt, Y~, Churchill, and other allied 

leaders have spoken most geno~ously of their contribution. 
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NO\V and in the post-war period, this Jewish community stands ready to give 

..-etuge to their persecuted brethren in Europe. From 1933 to 1939 1 Palestine wel

comed more refugees from Hiterlian terror than were absorbed by the rest of the 

world. When the war ends, Palestine has the capacity to absorb the uprooted and 

the destitute Jews who will survive Hitler's vengeance. The need then will be 

greater than ever befoce. 

Our governLlent bas done and is doing its utmost to alleviate the conditions 

of European refugees during the war. Every President of the United States since 

Uoodro~ Wilson has looked with favor upon the Jewish homeland as the permanent 

solution of a vexing problem. This Resolution will help uphold the hand of our 

government in support of its traditional policy - a policy that is in furtherance 

of the ideals of all the United Bat.ions. 

February 1, 1944. 
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STATEl11~T OF SENATOR RO:BERT A. Tffl (gEPU:BLlCAN I OHIO) 

.......... ...,_ ..... _.,..,._ 

Mr. President a 

I am joining today with the Senator from New York (Y~. Wagner) in offering a 

resolution favoring the establishment of Palestine as a place for the permanent 

settlement of millions of European Jews. 

The resolution recently reported by the Senate Foreign Relations Cormnittee 

provided for the establishment of a commission to investigate and report on one of 

the most serious problems which faces the world today. Without waiting for the Senate 

to act, the President has set up su.ch a commission which shall determine the best 

method of saving those Jews who ha~e not been massacred, who are in Germany or its 

satellite countries,and those who are wandering without homes throughout the earth. 

Until a place is found to which the unhappy Jews of Europe can repair and get a new 

start in life, free of unreasonable. economic sanction and blind religious and racial 

hatred, the fundamental causes for anti-Semitism will continue in Europe. 

It seems to me that the only solution of this problem lies in the restoration 

of free and unrestricted immigration of Jews into Palestine, at least until that land 

has absorbed as many people as it can. 

Palestine was set aside as a ~omeland for the Jews during the First World War. 

The League of Nations approved this solution and our government and the British govern

men·t also agreed to it. In l922, under the leadership of Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, 

a Aepublicrui Congress unanimously gave its approval to Palestine as a. Jewish Homeland. 

A Republican President signed the legislation. Unfortunately, considerations of mili

tary policy led the !ritish Government to change that policy and forbid, in effect, the 

further irmnigration of Jews tnto Palestine, when the Jewish population is still only 

one-half of the Arab population. 

The .resolution now presented is really a reaffirmation of the historic policy 

of the Congress. It is a step toward the solution of one of the problems which nust 

oe solved if peace is to exist throughout the world. I hope that all people of good 

will can join in approving the resolution. 

February l, 1944. * * * * 



STATEMENT OF SEN.A.TOE. AIDN W. l3ABKLEY (DEMOCRAT, KENTUCKY} 

-----
W.r. Preside:r;it: 

I am glad to join with my colleagues in an expression of sympathetic interest 

with the objective to be attained by the Resolution just presented. 

In 19191 just 25 years ago, there were only 55 1000 Jews in Palestine. Today 

there are more than 600,000. Their population has increased; migration has gone in 

that direction in the past quarter of a century in large rooasure because Jews and 

non-Jews who have been interested in the establishroont not only of Palestine as a 

homeland for the Jews, but in more recent years as a refuge for persecuted Jews, have 

by their contributions ruid their cooperation and their orgo.nization made it possible 

not only for Palestine to absorb 6001 000 Je~s in a quarter of a century, but have 

made it possible for Palestine to absorb m.:'llly other hundreds of thousands of Jeus. 

I visited Palestine about six or seven years ago. I snw the results of their 

great improvements. It was necessary at the outset to irrigate waste lands, to drain 

flat land, raid to re-forest. But what has been done there in the establishment of 

new comnunities, and ne~ enterprises, has been a source of groat inspiration, Y~re 

thrui 600 factories hnve been ostablishod in Palestine, Those factories are turning 

out more nnterials than are being sent into Russia, Turkoy and even into India. 

By the reclumation progrrun TThioh hns been in process of completion during the 

last deco.de, \1hich resembloo ;in some respect the reolamation progrorn of our o,m countzy 

in ~eclaiming arid and waste lan4s 1 a condition of economic welfo.re has been brought 

about which has truly been a model for a country like Pruestine. 

The Jew ordinarily is not looked upon as an agriculturist. Especially in our 

O\m country the Jew is nninly engo.ted in mercantile manufacturing o.nd trade activi tiea. 

:But in Pnlestine even those who huvo nover before lived upon farms or rn.iltiv~ted lnnd 

have been able to acclimate themselves to the readjustment necessary, so that they 

are becoming real farmers in the lnnd of their :l.ncostry, 

There is a perfectly natural link that binds the Jew to Palestine• which we 

can all understand. During the last ton years more th...1.n 300,000 Jews have gone into 
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Palestine from the oppressed countries of E\lrope since the rise of H:i.t l e-r . Ho hali 

been responsible for tho cold.-blooded nlll'der of more than three million ment womon 

nnd children sinec the wnr began in 1939• These mcn 1 women o.nd children were not 

killed because they weto cngnging in war. They were not among those who were killed 

as soldiers. They were murdered merely because they were Jews, and for no other 

l:"eason, in an effort to cons\imate the thre~t, or promise, whichever way one may take 

it• of Hitler to exterminate the Jews in Eu.rope. We of the Christian world can more 

thoroughly appreciate toda¥ than we could a week ago the feeling of Jews all over the 

world on account of the ruthless mirder of their people. We can more fittingly under--

stand the reactions of Jews everywhere to these murders and slaughters now that we 

have learned of the ruthless, conscienceless murder of men of our own nation by one 

of the Axis Powers. 

I have been froquontly inspired by the devotion and the enthusiasm with whioh 

tnon and womon who have never soon Palestine; and will never see it, have devoted their 

lives and their means to provide a home for the persecuted Jews of Europe. 

It is my opinion that Palestine can yet absorb many hundreds of thousands. I 

have been informed from reliable sources that ultimately; by the process of improve

ment in agriculture and industry and all the other things which go to make life worth-

' while; that in all likelihood Palestine could absorb and support approximately 

3,000,000 Jews. If that is true and I have no reason to doubt it - it seems to me 

that we ought to encourage every effort, not only as American citizens, but that as 

a government we ought to encourage every effort to facilitate the migration of oppresi,t 

sed, harassed people into the land of their ancient ancestors~ Recently I have been 

reading a book by Emil Ludwig entitled 0 The Mediterranean." It is a wonderful book• 

patterned soroowhat after the fashion of his book on the Nile. It is not the history 

of any nation• or of any people, but it is the history of all the civilizations that 

have risen and have flourished on the shores of the Mediterranean Sea. The Roman 

Empire; the Grecian Empire• the Persian Empire, and Byzantine »npire and all the em

pires that have flourished there have passed away; and are now nations only to memory 
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and on the pages of history. Palestine still remains, and is there, and will re

main through all the centi.1.ries of the future. 

Ya-. President, I hope the aspirations of those who look upon 1 t and are 

seeking to mnke it a homeland for the Jews will have success beyond their fondest 

dreams. 

• * * • * 

February 1, 1944. 
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STATEMENT OF SENATOR WALLACE H. WHITE- JR. (BEPUBLICAN I MAINE) 

.,....._ .. ..,_ 

Mr. President: 

I take great satisfaction in the introduction of the Resolution 

just presented to the Senate. If I correctly understand its purpose 

and ~1.ts terms~ it is a reaff1.rma.tion of an attitude of the ~o:: .. gress 

expressed more than 20 years ago with respect to the ~stablishment 

in Palestine of a NatiotaJ. H~me for the Jewish people. 

The cruelties inflicted upon the Jewish people in late years, 

and their present desperate plight, appeal to the heart of the 

Christian world for remedial. measures and for fulfillment of this 

plan for a home for them. 

This Resolution encourages hope that there will soon come 

realization of those aspirations. It should have early and favor

able consideration by the Senate. 

February 11 li44 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

A.ssociat,d 0f'g111'1izlllions: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zioo 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REPRESENTATIVE EDITH NOURSE ROGERS PLEDGES SUPPORT 
TO WRIGHT-COMPTO.r~ RESOLUTION OH PALESTINE 

FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEi~iBER URGES JE\VISH CO ·iMONWEALTH 
- - -

Washington -- Representative Edith Nourse Rogers (Republican, Massachusetts), a mem

ber of the House Foreign Relations Committee, today pledged her sup;Port to the 

Wright-Compton Resolution on Palestine, which was introduced in the U.S.House of 

Representatives on January 2?. 

The bi-partisan Resolution calls on the United States to 1'u.se its good 

offices and take appropriate measures to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be 

opened for free entry of Jews into that country." It also expresses itself in favor 

of the reconstitution of Pnlestine as 11a free and democratic Jewish Comnonwealth. 11 

A sir.1ilar measure was introduced in the U.S. Senate yesterday by 

Senator Robert F. iagner (Democrat, New York) an~ Senator Robert A. Taft (Republican, 

Ohio). Both resolutions have been endorsed by the Majority and Minari ty Leaders of 

the Senate and the House. 

Representative Rogers declared that the Wright-Compton B.esolution 11is 

expressive of the sentiments of the .Americnn people," and added that the Jewish 

people "have more than justified the expectations of mankind with reference to Pal

estine." 

":By their skill, energy, labor and aacrifice, they reelo.imed the soil 

of their HoQeland and rebuilt the country in a manner that compelled the admiration 

o! the civilized world," she said• 

135/2/2/44 



Harold Pe Man son 
34:! l ~di son Avenue 
New York 1?, New York 
l.!Jrray Hill 2-1160 

FOR IM?.~D IATE RELEASE 

CHICAGO LEADERS Q,UIT EMERGENCY CO?/JHTTEE 

TO SAVE JEWISH PEOPLE OF EUROPE 

.., ......... 

l.:cM.A.HOH AllNOUNCES PiESIGN.ii.TIONS 

- - - - ... 

Chicago -- Dr. Fl·ancis E. l,cl!iahon of the University of Chicago, chairman of the 

Chicago Chapter of the Emergency Corillnittee to Save the Jewish People of Eu.rope, D11 d 

fo~rteen other officers have announced their resignation from the organization. 

Dr., Mctiohbn has made public a telegram to Ge.,briel A<J Wechsler of New York, 

national secretary of the Emergency Conuni ttee 0 in v1hich the resigning officers said 

their action was occasioned by II increasing confusion between its ( the Emergency 

Committee's) activities and objectives and thoso of the Americnn League for a Free 

Palostinec, 11 

0 wc arc still resolved to work for the rescue of the Jewish pooplo of Eu.rope, 

but wo prefer for the tim'.) being to take independent Lction8
11 the telogrrun said. 

Dr. UcHahon pointed ou.t that the signers of the telegrnm felt that the League 

is political in character~ whereas the character of the Emergency Committee is pri

marily humonitariano 

The resig1ing Chicago officers include Hichoel l,nnn, executive secretary of 

the Chicne;o Indu.strial Union Council ( c. Io 0.), tho Rev. ?f.ichacl J,. 0 t Connell 9 c .. '1., 

president of De Paul University$ ond J. Bryan .Allin~ vice-presidents; Robert C. 

Sorenson» exocutiv1:: secretary; Ernost Byfield, treasurer, and the following executive..: 

board members: 

Pref. James Luther Adronsij Courtency Barber, Jro, Julian Bentley, Wnllnce 

licistfld9 Frank McOullouch, Dr" John A. Lo.pp, Loo Nellis, En.rl Dickerson nnd Andrew 

'-r? O!lderdonk. 

--30--
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342MadisonAvenue • New York 17,N. Y. • MU2-1160 

FOR D~AED IATE BELEASID - -
REPRESENTATIVE \J'RIGHT DEM.ANDS JEWISH COMMON\1EALTH 

IN PALESTINE 

......... - ..... 
SAYS THIS WAS INTENDED BY FRA.M2RS OF :BALFOUR DECLABATION 

.......... - - ... 

New York -- Representative James A~ ~right(Democrat, Pennsylvania), co-sponsor of 

the Palestine resolution now pend:i.ng in the United States House of Representatives1 

yesterday demanded the reconsti~~tion of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth, de

claring that those responsible for the Balfour Deel a.ration I! intended that Palestine 

was to belong to the J·ews 9 that their immigration would be encouraged until they 

would form a majority of the population~ and that eventually they would form their 

own government• n 

Speaking at the 25th anniversary celebration of the Jewish Teachers Seminary 

and Peoples 9 Universityt held at the Commodore Hctelr Representative wright discuGsed 

the purposes of the \/right•~Compton measure; which resolves that 11 the United States 

shall use its good offices and take appropriate measures to the end that the doors 

of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of Jews into that country~ and that 

there shall be full opportunity for colonization so that the Jewish people may 

ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish ccmmonwealth0 tt 

Representative Wright noted the argument that the last paxt of the resolutic.. 

should be deleted and that nothing should be said about the ul ttmate object of re

constituting Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth. He declared 

that if this is done, "the resolution is noth:i.ng but an empty expression of good 

(more) 
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will. As Representative Will Rogers~ Jr. so well said at the hearings just the 

other day before the Foreign Affairs Committee cf the House; 1There is no doubt 

in m1 mind that at the time of the Declaration it was intended that the Jews should 

gcvern Palestineo If the words of the Declaration are ambiguous, if they are capable 
; 

of the interpretation given them in the White Paper, it is high time that they be 

clarified, ·and the original intent which was merely implicit then should now be 

explicj tJ.y statedo 111 

Declaring that 11 our attitude towards the suffering Jews of Europe is signifi

cant to all suffering and bppressed peoples of the world, 11 and. that it 11 might well 

be signif i cant to the Chinese and other Europeans of our attitude and intentions 

toward them~ 11 Representative Wright added 0 • 11there is no group of people more justly 

entitled to the relief and recogaitton which it now seeks than the Jewish people. 

11 The Jewish claim to Palestine is based not only upon common justice and 

mimanity but likewise upo!l the firmest foundation of international lawc We are 

asking Britain to execute a trust which she has assumed at the request of the fifty

two signatory nations comprising the League of Nations~ as well as the United Statesc 
I 

There is no attempt to obtain any new privileges when we ask that the White Paper 

be abrogated. This movement is merely an insistence upon the maintenance of that 

status which was agreed to by solemn treaty among all civilized nations of the 

world, 11 Representative \"✓righ·t saido 

---30-... 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IM!il1D IATE RELEASE 

ZIONISTS HIT EGYFTIAN PREW.IER 1S PROTEST AGAINST PRO-PALESTINE 

STATEMEl:T m CONGRESS 

-------
SAY EGYPTIAN OFFICIALS IGNOBE UNITED NATIONS WAR EFFORT 

- - ---
Washington - The American Zionist Emergency Council today rebuked Premier Nahas 

Pasha of Egypt for his protest against speeches made in the Congress of the United 

States favoring the recognition of Palestine as a Jewish ColllDX)nwealth and the 

unrestricted settlement of Jews there. 

In a formal statement, tho Council declared: 

UAt the time that tho German General Rommel was knocking at the gates of 

Cairo and Alexandria and threatening to bottle up Suez, the life-line of the British 

Empire, the Jews in Palestine wero giving their lives as combat troops. Men1 women 

and children, and the aged, were working in factories, manufacturing everything 

from marmalade to munitions, to supply the British Eighth Army. 

11 .A.t that tikle we heard of no protest either from Cairo or from e:n.y Egyptian 

government official over the invasion of Egy-ptian soil by Rommel. The Egyptian 

Prime Minister would do better to concern himself with the contribution which Egypt 

might make even now to the war effort of the United Nations." 

-30--
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AMERICAN PALES TINE COMMITTEE 
1720-16th Street, N.W., Washington 9, D. C. • MI 4480 

'wE ARE PASSING ALONG TO YOU TH~ FOLLOWING RELEASE 
RECEIVED FRO 1 SEN.ATOR ROBERT F. WAGHER I S OFFICE. 

FOR I~MEDIATE RELEASE 

SENATOR \7AGNER REBUKES IRAQ, OFFICIALS 

WHO URGED HI TO rlITHDRA",7 PAL:ESTLJE BESOLUTIOM 

~ashingt.on --The Congress of the United States has been able, for more than a 

centuryi1t.o reach its own conclusions without advice from officials of foreign 

nations ., I! Senator Robert F. i1agner of New York today advised officials of the 

Iraq parliament who cabled him urging that he withdraw tl e iVagnoruTaft resolution 

now pending in the Senateo This measure re-affirms the historic approval of the 

American government of Falestine as a national homeland for the Jewish people. 

Senator Wagner's reply was addressed to Jamil al Madfai, President 

of the Iraq Senate, and Muhamn:~d Ridha Shabibi, President of the Chamber of De

puties. 

Senator 7agner expressed confidence that "the Congress will, in 

due course, act favorably upon my resolution, and such action will be applauded 

by al 1 freedom--loving peoples. 11 

Eis rep~y follows: 

111..fr..is is to aclmowledge your messages to which I have given earnest 

consideration. First, let me express my deep friendship and that of the Amerioan 

people for the ~rab countries and peoples wr~se national aspirations have not only 

enjoyed the sympathy of freedom-loving nations but have achieved such generous 

realization after the last war as the result of the support and sacrifices of the 

(more) 



- 2 -

Allied .U-r:ieso 

"M T h ... A)' •• ·• +e~ to e""''"'ress SU::":)r:. .. e at some of the con-my _ z .1.ov;evcr, :1e y., m 1 .•• ,, J. ~r - .:: -

tentions advanc;ed in you;:· □E:i-1s,:\[.E:-~., 'Ti1e historic.., 1·ie~ i:, of the Jews to return to 

seems ·i;o me to be no lo:r.t;er a de"'.Jata:ole q_ue ct;.ton., Tb.at rie;ht \,aJ ::-ecog.nized by 

the officicl Ar:•}J DcJ.ega.ti'1n to lJ18 ·rc;:-1s I-0a.c:6 C..;n:::'erence, henc:ed by the late 

c:!.nd nobJ.e K~.ng Feisnl, It was 1;rii.ter . into i:-1'ie2.r:ci,tional J.aw by the solemn action 

of fifty ... t\70 na1;ions, in~luc:Jng our ovm cmJnt.:y .. The settle,ent, since that time, 

of more than a half million Jet1s in Po.lest1ne d,es not bear out your fears for the 

futiure. 

"The Arnbs of Palestine have not been f O!'c.ed out. On the contrary, their 

numbers have greatly increasedo The Je1,1s l1D.ve brrn16t ... t. u-n',,old ~e!lcflts to one of 

the backward areas of the ear-th, bcnefi cs wbich hc:Ye teen shn.~:-ed. ·by the non-Jc :;i h 

population. 

''Experts of our governn on t have n.srm.1·0cl me t.hat the conti.nu.ed development 

of Palestine would enable it to support n mue_ 1~ rge.r IY·puJ.n,t-Lon tb:ill at present, 

thus affording haven to tl:o so victir.,s of O]:J!-•l essj on fur r1hc,m you !1ave so cordially 

expressed your sympnthyc 

11 The resoh::.tion I have introduced in~,o the Sennte of the United States 

simply reaffirms ti_e trndi 1,ional friend.8hip of this cu·.ir. try fol' the national as

pirations of the Jor.'i sh people, This is su:rely in acco:rt with the principles of 

that great document, the At J.n.nti c Charter, to whi ~h you :::-ef sr o Such an eX}_)ression 

on our part is especial1.y timely in view of ihe ho1·:tible evonts of which the Jew

iGh people has been the vicilmu It is no m0~e ~ban a just recognition of the 

great service rendered ►~he Po.~ eff,Jrt. uf ~~he U.:.1lt0d Nations by the Jewish c0m

munity of Palestine~ StG'fl.y your cu •J.n--.,·.7 \7hich Y!as j0ined. the ranks of the United 

Nations will not wisl•. +,c d.~·~y th'-> wor~h of thj.s service~ If the ~irj_t of fair

plc::tY o dear to us Ar:1c-L°·i •~·•illls -prt:rvn1le, i:iere need be no enmity bet\leen the great 

Arab 1 mds and the sr .. nll c0uu • ry rese::. .. ved by tho nn tions of the world for the 

(more) 
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righting of an age-old historic injustiee. 

"The Congress of the United Stn.tes • which for more thnn a century has 

been able to reach its own convlusions without advice from officials of foreign 

nations is fully able to reach a wise conclusion in this matter which will be in 

accord with the wishes of the American people. I am confident that in due course 

the Congress will act favorably upon my resolution and that such action will be 

applauded by all freedom-loving peoples 9 R 

--30-
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FOR D/lMEDIATE RELEASE 

U.S. SO!l, EXPERT PROPOSES GIA!IT RECLAMATION PROJECT FOR PALESTINE 

- - - - ... 

DR. LOWDERMILK'S PLAN WOULD MAKE POSSIBLE THE ABSORPTION OF 
ADDITION.AL 4 MILLION REFUGEES 

New York ---The proposal for the creation of a Jordan Valley Authority -- a counter

part of TVA in Palestine -- which would be the largest reclamation proj ect in his

tory, is set forth in ''Palestine, Land of Promise" by Dr. Walter C. Lowdermilk, which 

was published yesterday by Harper & Brothers. Dr.Lowder milk 1s plan would make 

possible the absorption in Palestine of at least 4 mi l lion immigrants in addition to 
. 

the 1,800,000 people in that country now. 

Dr. Lowdermilk is the Assistant Chief of the Soil Gonservation Servioe 

of the United States Department of Agriculture. ''Palestine, Land of Promise" is the 

result of a survey made on-the-.spot which was undertaken at the request of the De

partment in the interests of land conservation tn the United States. 

During the course of Dr. Lowdermilk 1 s study, he motored extensively 

through Palestine and flew over much of it. This afforded him the opportunity to 

study the topography of the entire land from the snow-capped Mt. Hermon to the rift 

in which lies the Dead Sea area 1300 feet below sea level. Dr. Lowdermilk found that ( 

the Valley of the Jordan possesses a combination of natural features and a concen-

tration of resouroes which offers a splendid opportunity for this great project. 

~me of the foremost consulting engineers of .America, who have seen the plans of the 

project, have pronounced it as workable. 

(more) 
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Dr.Lowdermilk recently returned from a survey of land conditions in 

China. made at the request of Generalissimo Chiang Kai,.-shek. His mission there, 

as ndviser to the Chinese government, wns to dis~over ways and means of increasing 

Chinese production of food as a war measure. Dr. Lowdermilk is also President of 

the .American Geophysical Union 0 

#53-3/9/44 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CELLER SUPPORTS JEWISH COiJiMONWE.ALTH DEI!.AND 

IN PENDmG PALESTINE :RESOLUTION 

------
Washington - Representative Emanuel Celler (Democrat, New York) today denied that 

he was in favor of omitting from the pending Wright-Compton resolution that portion 

of the measure calling for the reconstitution of Palestine as "a free and democratic 

Jewish commonwealth." 

"Unfortunately my views on the Wright-Compton resolution have been misinter

preted to you, 11 Representative Oeller asserted in the Hcuse of Representatives. 

11 0ft-times i11 the heat of debate gratuitous remarks are injected which• uncorrelated 

with definite views theretofore expressed, may give· erroneous impressions. I am 

and ever have been for the establishment of a Jewish comnonneal th in Palestine. As 

to the pending resolution, I shall oppose any amendment which would militate against 

such conroonweal th, 11 he declared. 

The Wright-Compton resolution urges the United States to 11use its good offices 

and take appropriate measures to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened 

for free entry of Jews into that country, and that there shall be full opportunity 

for colonization so that the Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as 

a free and democratic Jewish comroonwealth." 

Representative Celler 1s remarks followed published reports that he had SUP" 

ported a suggestion by Representative Hamilton Fish (Republican, New York) that the 

word 11 co11100nweal th11 be omitted from the Palestine resolution. 

fM-3/16/44 
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!:QR RELEASE: WE~NESDAY 8 MARCH 22 

MESSAGES TO THE RALLY FOR PALEsrxINE, HELD IN Wi.ADISON SQ,UABE 

GARDEN ON MARCH 21, 1944g UNDER THE AUSFICES 

OF THE AMERICAN ZIONIST Eh~RGENCY COUHCIL 

... - ... - ...... 

MESSAGE FROM C..OVEBNOR THOW.AS E. DEVIEY OF NEW YORK 

11 As the successes of our fighting forces bring us closer to ultimate 
victory, the significance of Palestine bee mes greater every month. 
We also come closer to the necessity to remember well and hard the 
lessons of the First \7orld tlaro The peace which followed World \1ar 
I failed to solve the problems confronting the minorities and that 
failure contributed to bringing about the present cruel conflict. 
The methods followed by Axis Pl"OJ:18€anda in the Middle East showed 
clearly how the problem of minorities and the d.ilermna of Palestine 
became a strategic factor for the forces of hate and opprossion. 

11 It is essential that a way be found to open the doors of Palestine, 
especiallf with so many doors elsewhere which remain closed. This 
question has ceased to be the concern of roorely one or two nations. 
It is the concern of men of good \-;ill all over the r,orld. TherE.: will 
be no easy solution. At tho same time, if no home is found for hun
dreds of thousands of helpless and wandering Jews, the problem will 
be magnified throughout the entire world. That is a spectacle which 
no Jew could tolerato and no Christian could observe with anything 
but abnorrence. 

11 The doors of Palostine mst be permanently opened. My warm best 
wishes to you in your purpose tonight with all it means to the future 
happiness of people everywhere as well as to the peace of the world. 11 

WJSSAGE FROM smNATOR ELBERT D. THOiviAS (DEMOCRAT, UT@) 

"To neglect the advancement of the cause for a Jewish Homeland at 
this time when the thoughts of the whole world should be on the 
plight of the Jew would be a step backward. Let us not fail to 
help nll mankind by furthoring the Zionist cause wnich has becomo 
almost a universal desire. 11 

(more) 
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MESSAGE FROM SEN.ATOR HAROLD H. :BURTON (REPUBLIC~ OHIO) 

11 I believe the Congress favors the Taft--,Wagner Resolution now pending 
on the mi.bj ect and ste.nds by the position previously taken in support 
of the Dalfou.r agreement. America 2s cause and ideals are as broad as 
her 01~iginal Declaration of Independence, and while our first and 
dominating duty is to win the uar we are in, and be faithful to the 
men ,,ho ure fighting it~ we should not abandon any of our fundazoontal 
beliefs in tho right of men everywhere to lifc 9 lioerty and the pursuit 
of hap:i_Jiness. 11 

MESSAGE FRO!Ji SENATOR EDWIN Cn lOHMSON (DEMOCRJlT,, COLORAD.Ql 

"The high handed illegal closing of Pvle stine to Jews without consult
ing the United States munt not be tolerated by our Govornment. This 
is not somet'ling to wait for the end of the war. It needs to be settled 
now." 

MESSAGE FROM SENATOR T_QM STEWART (DELmCBAT 0 TENNESSEE), 

11 I run glad to advise you tho.t I have givun tho question of free entry 
of JcrTS into Palestine some sttidy nnd find 11iysolf in complete sympathy 
with tho rnov0mont and nims of s~ 247 0 tho Wngnor-Tn.ft Rcsolution.n 

MESSAGE FRGH BEPBESENTAT~IVE RhNULF COMPTON (IIBPUBLICAN, CONNECTICUT) 

"The cause has overcome many obstacles and Sllrvived many reverses• 
tlierefore you and we shall continue to insist that this administration 
approve tho Palestine Resolution and that it pass the House to the end 
that the ha.ven be rooponed to tho suffering Jews in Europe. Justice 
and 1:ru.rnoni ty mu.st prevail o 11 

lflESs,AGE FR() ~-.1~ ~PRES~ii!4:ilY,E WILL ROGERS 9 JR. (DElf.OCBAT, CALIFOF-TIA) 

11 It is my most sincere wish that at the earliest possible opportunity 
the United States Government to.k:0 some action to see thnt the gatos of 
Palestine be reopened in compliance with pledges which England go.ve 
whon she received the mandate. While fighting Nazism in Gcrmnny we 
must net allow on anti ... Somitic typo of Mazism to nrisc in tho United 
Stn.tos. Con[;ratuln..tions to tho Zionist Emorgcncy Council for tho work 
thoy h...,vo donc 0

11 

MESSA.GE @Oi·~ R"EPRESE'~TATIVE JOSEPH \7. MARTIN, JR. {REPUBLIC.A.N, MAS§AOHUSE~S) 

11 I om docpJ.y sympathetic with the Palestine movement nnd I wont to bo 
ns helpful as I can in opening the doors of Palestine to tho Jewish 
peoplo"il 

MESSAGE FROl.~ REPRESENTATIVE EVi.ANUEL CELLER (DEMOCRAT, NEW YORK) 

"The obvious illogality of tho Mo.cDonald V/hito Paper calls for its 
abrog~ticn.,. It is a violation of tho ~alfour Declaration, a violation 
of the ratification of 52 no.tions of tho Palestine ?f.nndate and o. 
viol~tion of the Anglo---Amorico.n Treaty of 1924. If tho Permanent 
Mandates Commission of the League of Nations condemned it in 1939, 
then how much stronger nust its condomnotion be todny in the intorost 
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of justice and hmnanity. 

11 The Jewish National Homeland must not be jeopardized by power politics, 
nor shall property rights supercede the human rightso It must be remerr~ 
bered in the words of Churchill~ ?The Jews are in Palestine by right and 
not on sufferance 0 t II 

}lfE SSAGE :FROM GOVEENOR W.ALTER E. EDGE O;F NEW JERSEY 

11.All the far-sighted and tolerant eitizenry necessarily IµUst have sympathy 
for iuiy movement to assure your people a home ·and community life of their 
own. 11 

?@.SSAGE FROM GOVERNOR LE~TT SALTONSTALL .OF MASSACHUSETTS 

'' In theao hours of ever mul tfplying distresa: for the Jewi ah people• the 
citizens of Massachusetts of every race and creed share a common feeling 
of deep sympathy. They rejoice when an oppressed people finds a place 
of refuge in its escape from barbarous persecution. The Jews of Palestine 
have reclaimed the desert and made the land bloom once moroo Their up
building of· their ancient land is truly considered one of the greatest 
ach~evemonts of modern timesQ lt is bu,t elementary justice thrt the 
doors of Palestine be reopened to the fullest extent practicable under 
present military con:siderations for tho Jews of ;mu.rope against whom 
Hitler has so savagGly oxpende9, his fury.;, 11 



FOR RELEASE: \1EDNESDAY , MARCH 22 _ __,__ _ __ -

HIGHLIGHTS OF ADDRESS BY MATTHEW WOLL 

Matthew Woll. vice-president of the J\lucrican Feder~tion of Lnbor, brought 

to the Rally a "salute and a plod.ge of support from the .Americnn Federation o.r 

Labor to a gAJ.lant people, 11 and called upon the world 11 to fulfill its long-stnnding 

pledge to the Jewish l)eople by enabling ther:i to build up their own homeland by 

opening wide the doors of Palestine to the victims of t he Nazi terror." 

Branding the \mite Paper 11 a death wo.rrnrrt which 1:-rust be withdrawn," Mr. °WQll 

appealed to Winston Churchill 11who rose in the House of Comr. ons and unequivocally 

condemned the White Paper as a 'plain breach of a solemn obligation' of the pledge 

of the Balfour Declaration rt to reaffi'ro his sto.nd of 1939. 

"Will the Churchill of 1944 bring to r enli ty the condemnation of the 

Churchill of 1939? The world is eagerly awaiting the decision," Mr. Woll declarect 

"Tonight we pray that he 1 in this crucial hour for the Jewish people , ma;y 

reassert the dignity of a people which holds its obliga tions sacred,• Mr. Woll 

continued. "Tonight \Ve look with utraost hope o.nd anticipation to a. people which 

yields to no one in its devotion to the pledged word - a peopl e which holds prin

ciple above expedieney,, 11 

Declaring thnt Ar. erica 11alwnys has been and shall continue to be vi tally 

concerned in the future of the Jewish na tional home in ~hose creation we had a 

h nnd," Mr. Woll voiced deep concern over the deferr.ent of action on the Pale stine 

r e solutions now pendj_ng in both Houses of Congress, nnd asserted. that the 11 formu

l n:';ion of the policies of ·t;he peace is not a r.1D.tter to be deter.ined by military 

considerations of t:he 1:1onent ~ 11 He declared that to "enjoin silence upon the Oon

g.r ess of the Uni t.ed States at this time on the iuestion of Jewish rights to P~les

tine when tl:ese righ·ts are thI·eatened with destruction, is to fornulate a. policy 

.:n at>penser:ient. " 
--30--
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EXGERPTS FROivi ADDRESS BY ronoTHY' THOMPSON 

DELIVERED AT THE RALLY FOR PALESTINE, HELD AT 

NlADISOH S~UA.c1E GARDEN UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 

THE .AMERICAN ZIO~JIST EMERGEHOY COUNGIL - MARCH 21 ~ 1944 

,... - - - - -

11 It is reckoned that of the 3,5OCr 0OO Jews originally in Poland, not a 

quarter of a million still live. Those who Jo are protected by non-Jewish 

members of the underground, or live, like cave men, in the Polish forests. They 

live to tell a story, not to save a people. The people is gone~ 

11But those who live have lenrned one thing= A people without n homelnnd 

of their own is a doomed people., WLat Theodor Herzl :pre~ched long n.go, while 

the civilized Jews of Europe refused to listen, hns been proved in our lifetime. 

And from one end of Europe to anotht;r, Jews sit down nnd weep, o.ye they weep, 

because they remember Zion. And I scy: Their .ord should go out through all 

the earth and their cry to the end of the world. And there should be no speech 

and language where their voice is not heard! 

"Hear this cryJ It comes from the remnant of Polish Je1ry. 'At this 

last moment before our deP.th, we, the surviving remnant of the Polish Jer,,s cry 

out to the world for rescue. ~e Imo~ that you sense the ngony of our martyrdom 

but are powerless to help us. But we lmow also thc1.t there nre those who might 

help if only they would. To them \7e sey, for the blood of tb..ree million slaughter

ed vengennce will fnll not only upon Hitler's beasts but upon the indifferent who 

i.nstead of action offered only v:ords of sympn thy. \7e, the last of the Mohicnns, 

~ill not forget nor forgive.• 

11 Tle opponents of Zionism nre hYJ)ocrites. They oppose the Jer;ish homeland 

on behnlf of the Arnbs. Very -r.ell then 0 i1hnt Christian country, hov:ever under

populnted, is prepared to receive all who come. Will Canada -- with a populntion 

of a mere eleven million, in a country th[,.t could support fifty million? Will 

(more) 
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Australia, with a population of seven million, in a country that could support 

thirty million? Will Brazil, lnrger than the entire United States, and greatly 

underpopulnted? 

"Before this wnr, when it was possible to remove every Jew from Europe, 

the democratic nations held a conference in Evian, in France, to consider just 

this problem -- of refuge for the German Jews thrown out of economic and social 

life by Hitler I s Nuremberg lnwso Did the confex·ence accompllsh !'..nything? Were 

millions of threatened Jews offered homes nnywhere on this earth? The answer is 

No. Driblets were allowed into most countries, nnd under the most careful re

strictions. Nowhere were they welcomed. Everywhere they were merely tolerated -

as a sop to the democx·atic conscienceo 

11The plain unadul tero,ted ruid bru.tal truth is that the only spot on this 

whole irmnense earth where European Jewish r efugees were received with open arms, 

and with acclaim; the only spot where they wer e r eceived ns assets, and not 

liabilities -- was Pnlestine~ 

"Colonization and imperialism nre the opposite poles of man's efforts 

for survival. Ioperialism is the exploitation of other l@ds and other peoples 

for the increE1ent of one's own land and onels own people. The British• American, 

or French capitalist who erects a factory in India because raw nnterials are 

close and plentiful and cheap and labor much much cheaper than in LMcashire or 
I 

New Hampshire, and who then sends the profits home, is dis-employing Englishmen 

and Americnns 0 Md exploiting for his own personal and national purposes the 

lands and resources of others. The British or American compaey which seeks out 

and leases Near EnstertiOil is adding the fees he pays to the pockets of Near 
i 

Fastern potentates, but he is draining the oil, placed in the ground by nature, 

far from its sources, and using it for other peoples in other landso 

"But the colonist brings to a country his own hands, his own muscles, 

his own baok, and his own cnpital. He ploughs it all into the country 1tsel£. 

(more) 



He is not the exploiter; he is the enricher. 

"I have no patience with the argument thnt Palestine 'belongs' to the 

Arabs, because they nre the original settlers there. If Bri tcin had tried to 

colonize Cllll~dn, Australia, New Zealand. o~ South Africa, on the bnsis of an im

migr~tion restricted to a certain proportion of the native inhabitnnts there never 

would have been any British Oornmonwenlth. Yet, today, though □any decry the 

British »npire, none decry the Commonwealth, For there British colonists have 

been true creators, They have redeemed wildernesses a.nd made them into homes for 

civilized wen. They have enriched the world." 

r/168-3/21/ 44 
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FOR RELEASE: WEDNESDAY _.__~CH 22 

TEXT OF RESOLUTION ADOFTED AT THE RALLY FOR PALESTINE, 

SPONSORED BY TEE AMERICAN ZIOrIST EMERGENOY COUUCIL, 

HELD AT MADI SON SQ,UARE GARDEN , NEW YORK• N. Y. 

Wk\.RCH 21 ) 1944 

New York --A resolution expressing confidence in Prime Minister Churchill's 

11 loyal adherence to the principles of the Balfour Declaration," and appeali~ 

to the Prime Ninister 11 to give eerly effect to his words of 1939 by bringing 

about the abrogation of the White Paper," which prohibits new Jewish immigra

tion into Palestine after March 31, wn.s adopted last night at tl'le Ra.lly for 

Palestine, held in Madison Square Garden under the auspioes of the American 

-Zionist :Binergency Council. 

The resolution also greeted 11with satisfaction and grn.titude 11 the 

stntement of President Roosevelt that the American Government has never given 

its approval to the White Paper, and that "when f\\.ture decisions are reached, 

full justice will be done to those who seek a. Jewish Nn.tional Home$ 11 

11,10 trust that the President will use his good offioes and the high 

authority of his position to the end that this full justice which he so eornest

ly desires IIlaY, speedily be achieved, II the resolution stated. 
passage 

The resolution also urged/ "at the earliest moment consistent with 

the exigencies of the war effort" of the Palestine resolutions now pending in 

~oth Houses of Congress. 

The full text of the resolution followsa 

(more) 
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nEleven years 8€0 the assault of the Nazi government upon the Jewish 

people wns the initial step in the murderous wr-.x of aggression which Germany has 

since waged against all civilized mankind. Injustice to the Jew was·the first 

manifestation of that universal injustice which the Nazis sought to impose upon 

the who le world. 

"Todey the Jews of Europe lie crushed under the Nazi heel. The fate of 

these victims of the deliberate and diabolical Nazi polioy of extermination. has 

aroused the conscience of the free peoples of the world. It has brought forcibly 

to the attention of mankind the possibilities of Palestine ns the one great haven 

of immediate refuge and of permanent rehabilitation. Yet it is f\t this very time 

thnt the Chamberlain White Paper of 1939 bars Palestine to all further Jewish im

migration, apart from some 25,00e refugees who. but for administrative restric

tion; ~ould long since have been admitted. 

11As the deadline of March 3l, 1944 originally set by the White Paper 

approaches, we recall with grief and indignation the fate of hundreds of thousands 

of our fellou-Je~s who were consigned t~ the concentration camps and death cham

bers of Hitler nnd uho, but for the policy of that White Paper, might h~ve been 

saved nnd given sanctuary ~n P~lestine; of those who were dro\med on the 'Struma• 

and the 1fatria 1 because they were denied refuge in the Jewish homelalld; and of 

the 1,500 Jewish refugees who, having finally reached Palestine, uere deported ns 

1illegal 1 immigrants to th~ tropical island of Mauritius where for the past three 

years they have been rotting away in detention camps. 

11 0onceived in that bankrupt period of statesmanship when it was sought 

to mollify enemies by sacrificing friends, the White Paper survives as an 

anachronistic relic of appeasement and injustice in international relations. It 

has been denounced by many of Great Britain's present leaders including Prime 

Minister Winston Churchill. We have fe.i th in that better England which, under 

his inspired leadership saved civilization in its darkest hour. We have con~ 

fidence in Mr. Churchill's loyal adherence to the prlncliples of the Balfour 
(more) 



.. 
.. 3 .. 

Declaration so elr,quently endorsed by him in many ot his past utterances, and 

we now appeal to him as an unaer~tanding friend and champion of democracy t~ 

give early effect to lu.s words ~f 1939 by bringing about the nbrogation of the 

mute Paper, 

nwe greet with sa.tisfa.ction 1a11d gratitude the statement of our own 

President on Maroh 9th, that the Government of the United States has never given 

its approval to the i7hi te Po.per, and his assurance that 'when future decisions 

are reaehed, tull justtce will be done to those who seek a Jewish National Home, 

for whieh our Government and the American people have always had the deepest 

sympathy. 1 • 

"We trust that the President will use his good offices and the high 

authority of his position to the end that thie full justiee whiah he so earnest~ 

ly desires may speedily be achieved. 

"The Jewtsh people is deeply indebted to the Senators and Congressmen 

who have sponso~ed the Palestine Resolutions in both Houses of Congress as well 

as to all who have given generous support to these Resolutions. While action on 

the Resolutions has for the time being been deferred by reason of military con

siderations, it has been made expressly clear that the grounds for this deferment 

are without reference to the merits of the Resolutions. tre therefore urge their 

passage at the earliest moment consistent with the exigencies of the war effort 

thereby serving to join the Legislative and Executive branches of our Government 

in the expresston of a common policy designed to end the sufferings of the Jewish 

pE}?ple and to restore it to a place of honor and dignity among the nations of the 

"in the name ot humani~y and of justice we demand the immediate abolition 

c~ the White Paper. We call for the unqualified fulfillment of the in~ent and 

-purpooe of the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate an4 the openi~ wide of the 

gates of Palestine to Jewish immigration and settlement, io the end that the 

(more) 
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Jews mey reconstitute Palestine as a free nnd democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

"All men of good will, Christians and Jews alike, whose spiritual 

traditions spring from those sources which nourish everything which the Western 

World holds sacred and dell?"• unite in looking upon the restorntion of Palestine 

to the Jewish people as a vital and indispensable element in the restornt1on of 

righteousnass tQ humnni ty. 11 
• 

:/168-3/21/44 
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MARCH 22 

HIGHLIGHTS OF ADDRESS :BY SENATOR ROBERT F. WAGNER 

AT THE RALLY FOR PALESTINE, HELD IN 

MADI SON SQ,UARE GARDEN, MARCH 21, 1944 • AND SPO:iSORED :BY 

THE AMERIO.AM ZIONIST WERGENCY OOUNCIL 

New York ---•enator Robert F. Wagner (Dem~crat, New York) last night demanded 

that the :British White Paper of 1939, which prohibits new Jewish immigration 

into Palestine after Mareh 31, 11be eon signed to the flames, 11 and urged that 

Palestine "be counted in the ran~cs of tomorrow's society of free nation a. 11 

Co-aponsor with Senator Robert A. Taft (Republican, Ohio) of the 

pending Senate resolution calling for free entry of Jews into Palestine and the 

reconstitution of that oountry as a free and democratie Jewish commonwealth, 

Senator Wagner told the Rally for ~alestine, held in Madison Square Garden under 

the auspices of the .American Zionist Dnergency Council, that "all o! the argu

ments against this resol~tion can be refu.ted by one overwhelming question: 1If 

the tortured Jews of ».irope are not to be allowed to go to Palestine, where 

shall they go?•n 

11 ~e propoae,l in back of this resolution requires no technical or 

tedious arguments in its support. It should provide no oeoasion !or lengthy 

discussiona of international law. It is a very plain and simple proposal, as 

plain and simple as the essential aims of Justiee and humanity,n Senator 

Wagner claclared. 

(mere) 
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Senator Wagner applauded President Roosevelt's recent ~tatement that 

"the .American Government has never given its approval to the White Paper of 

1939 •.•• and that when future decisions are reaclled, full justice will be done to 

those who seek a Jewish National Home." This statement "expressed the conscience 

of America, 11 Senator Wagner said. 

Pointing out ttat 11ten days from today, the meagte trickle of immigra

tion t~ Palestine, permitted under the White Paper of 1939, will come to an end," 

Senator Wagner added: 11l3y one malevolent blow have a few blind men determined 

to smash one of the noblest and most successful experiments in the history of 

statecrQ.ft. Should that happen -- and I still pray it will not -- that same blow 

will rive and split asunder the rock of Britain's honor, the Britain whose name 

is subscribed to the Balfour Declaration. 

"I do not stand alone in thn.t opinion. I share it with the man who is 

the very embodiment of »iglish conscience, Mr. Winston Churchill. 

11 Since the beginning of the war, Jewish Palestine has been Great 

Britain's most depend~ble ally in the Middle East. There is no conscription. 

But more than 30,000 of the Jewish community of less than 600,000 hrtve volunteer

ed in the various British military services. 

11 In Palestine itself, the Jews have mobilized their resources, their 

bro.in power and their manpower -- 1.n the fields, shops, factories and scientific 

institutions, to contribute to victory. 

11 The record is one of accomplishment against overwhelming odds, of 

magnificent achievement in the fnce of official discouragement, of gallantry and 

heroism unsurpassed. By such perforrnance the Jews have earned the admiration 

of freedom-lovers everywhere. We cannot be so heartless as to compensate them 

by •the l~quidation of the Balfour Declaration. 

"The plain truth is that there is nothing which has happened in the 

past and nothing which can be app,i-ehended in the future which offers aey justi

(more) 
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fication for the White Paper. Surely the people of Englnnd kno~ thnt this iihite 

Paper is masquerading under false colors; thnt it is the black symbol of appense

ment, and brass en1blem of dishonor. These twins hn.ve produced the wreckage of 

the past four yenrs. 

11 .And the shabby, the pathetic aspect of it is that this Pnper appeases 

no one but the Mufti of Jerusalem -- a gentleman who was last reported feeding 

out of Hitler's trough in Berlin ahd i7ho today is probab1y crouching in one of 

the Nazi cellars against the Americnn and British terror thnt fnlls from the 

skies. 11 

--30--
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:roR I ~;~ UTE RELEASE 

SENAroRs J0HNS0!J ~ CL.A.BK ArD :BRIDGES ~LAST WRITE PAPER 

.. - ... - -
SPEECHES IM SERA~ DElv~'ID JEilISH C0?&ii0NWEALTH IN PALESTINE 

..... - - -
\ilashington -- Three United s·;ates Senators joined today in a protest against the 

~1·1 tish White Paper which, 2.fter Fridey, l{iarch 31st, will completely halt new Jewish 

immigration into Palestine. They were Senators Johnson (Democrat, Colorado), Clark 

(Democrat, Missouri) and Bridges (Repu.blican, Uew Hampshire). 

The Senators urged the creation of a Jewish NationaJ. Hor.ie which automatically 

will provide for unlimited imr.ugration. 

11 In the past five years that maniac Hitler and his l1enchmen have been exter

minating Jews in Gernk-my, in Poland and in the occu.pied countries at an estimated 

rate of more than 10,000 persons a day," Senator Johnson told the Senate. ffin other 

words Hitler ld.lled off more Jev1s a day - every dey - than the Mandatory Government 

has permitted to find refuge in Palestine in a year. Now Hitler has moved into his 

satellite countries - Hungary and Rwnania - his hangman Hinmler is there and Jewish 

slaughter has E3€ain become the first iter1 on his hateful agenda." 

Because of the operation of the White Paper, Senator Bridges declared, 11untold 

tens of thousands of these refugees from Hitler were denied a place of refuge. The 

Jewish National Homeland which was created by great statesman after World War I has 

b~cn denied to the Jews, the ~ery people it was intended to help, at a time of the 

ci.a.:1--,: ~ ~- ~1cur s in Jewish history, the darkest hours, for that nnttcr, of Christian 

eiv.:..lization." 

(more) 
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Senator Clark described the effective cooperation of the Jews of Palestine 

during the days when the :British Eighth Army was fighting with its back to the Suez 

Canal. 

ttThese people were our heroic allies at anmur of the United l ations 1 greatest 

need," Senator Clark declared. UJews of Palestine volunteered as combat troops with 

General M:>ntgomery and more than 301 000 of them fought with magnificent courage at 

El AJ.a.rnein and Tobruk, and in every other battle in North Africa, through to Italy, 

• 
where thousands of Jews are now fighting with the :British. In addition, the men, 

nomon, and children of Palestine left their orange groves and their other agricul

tural pursuits to become industrial workers, first for the :British Army, and then 

later for the American troops. In Palestine they manufactured everything from 

ma:crnalade to muni tions. 11 

Senator Clark declared that Jc\lish technicians driven from Germany by Hitler, 

~cestablished themselves in Palestine and are nou maldng cqu.i,ment heretofore importo 

f I om Germany. 

"Palestine's contributions to the Allied causo has b0cn, and is, a magnificent 

contribution," Senator Clark declared. 

The three Senators jnined in denouncing the White Pa-_per as a flagrant violatia. 

of a t:1.:eaty concJ.u:iE- 3. between the United States and England in 1925, in which the 

Uni •1,ea. Stc1,tes g0ve :..·n1n8nt cave its consent to tle J3ritish lv1anda.te of Palestine. 

13ec;:,n so J .. ~·tii~le 7 of this treaty prohibits any change in the Mandatory \'ri thout the 

co1Jzent of the United States, the Senators denounced the State Department for its 

fei,:.lru"c to protest the restrictive immigration policy which was imposed vrithout the 

permission of the United States government. This policy resulted in the loss of 

11 Wltold tens of thousands of Jewish lives, n Senator Johnson said. 

'E'le Senators were agreed thn.t the :Balfour Declaration, setting up the Jewish 

Na-~io.n.al Homeland, should be impleroonted as soon as possible, in order that Palestine 

ma.v ·b0come a 11 free and domocratic Je•id sh Comroonwoal th, 11 as ,;·ras contemplated when the 

Declaration was pronulgated more than a quarter of con tury ago. 

( IOOre) 
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Concluding a forty-minute speech, Senator Clark told the s~nate: 11 The que sticr. 

of the termination of the horrible White Paper policy is not a problem of the Jew. 

It is a problem of the Christians of the world and, by force of circumstances, it is 

chiefly a problem of the Christians who constitute the governments of the United 

States and of Great Britain. As a humble member of the legislative branch of the 

Governirent of the United States, I feel deeply on this subject. The self-respect of 

all of us has been challenged and the self-respect of our Government is equally at 

stake. I believe that other members of the Congress and of the executive branch of 

the Government will feel as I do so that overy possible constructive step to allevint• 

the sufferings of the Jews of Europe will be taken at the earliest possible moment, 

so that the gates of Pale stino will be reopened speedily and permanently in order 

that these people may find a welcoroo at the only place on God's earth where, at the 

moment, the governments of the oorld apparently are willing for them to get a new 

start in life and live as earnest, decent, self-respecting, constructive, helpful 

citizens as they have always lived in those communities where the Jew is permitted 

to become a part of the comnru.nity.n 

The only way that this can be attained is through the passage of the Wagner

Taft Resolution pending in the Senate, Senator Clark said. 

The debate protesting against the White Paper consurmd more than an hour of 

the Senate I s session today. The Senators i,7ere interrupted frequently by Senators 

Shipstoad of Minnesota and Bone of Washington, both of whom shared the sentiments of 

the other speakers. 

--30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

AMERICAN ZIONISTS CONDEMN PALESTINE TERRORISTS 

New York --The .American Zionist :Blnergency Council, representing all major 

Zionist groups in the United States, today joined the Jewish jgency for 

Palestine in condemning the recent terrorist outbreaks in Palestine. 

At a meeting of the Council, a resolution was adopted favoring 

the stand taken by the Jewish .Agency that "the destructive hand which com

mitted these crimes is unwittingly or maliciously helping the enemies of the 

Jewish people." 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland and Dr. Stephens. Wise of 

New York are co-chairmen of the Council. 

--30--
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FOR RELEA,SE; FR+;DAY, HAROH 31 

AMERICAN EDUCATORS URGE ROOSEVELT TO .A.CT ;FOR FREE IMHIGBATION 

INTO ;ttA.;LESTINE 

-.......... --
DE\7EY, EINSTEIN• FRIEDRICH, GIDEOMSE ABE Alf.ONG 1500 

WHO SIGNED PETITION cmlNG FOR JEWISH COMll.O}l\iE.ALTH 

- .,.. - ...... 
Uashington -~ A petition signed by 1500 American university professors urging 

President Roosevelt to act in behalf of free entry of Jews into Palestine was sub

mitted to the White House today, when the British White Paper's ban on all new 

Jewish immigration into Palestine becomes effective. 

Signers of the petition are faculty members of 180 schools of higher learning 

in 41 states, and include 71 college presidents • .Among the signer~ are: 

Professor Uortimer J. Adler, of the University of Chicago; Professor William Foxwell 

Albright. of Johns Hopkins University; Profeasor Joru.1 Dewey, ot Columbia University; 

Professor .Albert Einstein• of Princeton University: Professor Carl J. Friedrich1 

of Harvard University; Dr. Harry l). Gi'deonse, President of :Brooklyn College; 

Professor Maynard P. Krueger, of the University of Chicago; Professor Alain LeRoy 

Locke, of Howard University; Professor Roberts. L~d, of Columbia University; 

Professor Francis E. McMahon 1 of the Univerei ty of Chicago; Professor Nelson P. Uead. 

of the City College of New York; ~rofessor Mark Van Doren, of Columbia University 

and Dr, Mary E. Wooley• President Emeritus of Ut. Holyoke College. 

Declaring that 11on the basis of legal right no less thf:W. of moral obligation, 

the govcrnmont of the Unitod Statos is ontitlod and is cpl.led ~pon to intorced,o on 

(roore) 
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bohalf of the Jewish people," tho petition calls on President Roosevelt "to use the 

influence and power of your high office to the end that the doors of Palestine shall 

be opened for free entry of Jews into that country, and that there shall be full 

opportunity for colonization, so that the Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute 

Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealt~." 

The text of the Petition follows: 

"Dear Mr. President: 

urn an hour '\1hen the peoples of the Uni tod Nations look forY1ard with 
growing confidence to the early prospect of victory and peace, we, faculty 
members of American school~ of higher learning, respectfully draw attention 
to a probl0m of far-reaching human and political implications. 

11 The Jewish people of ]4rope was the first target of the Nazi aggressor. 
Unprotected by a government of its ovm, this people, i,hich has contr).butod 
so much to the progress of our civilization, has undergone a ruthless pro
cess of slaughter resulting in the extermination of more than one.--rthird 
of its number. This gigantic catastrophe has re-emphasized the national 

' homelessness of the Jews and their need for a land to y;hic}l they may come 
as of right a.nd not on tolerance. 

11 In 1922• fifty~two nations endorsed the pledge of Great l3ri tain and 
the :µea.gu.e of Nations 11 to facili tatc tho establishment of a nationol home
land for the Jews in Palestine. 11 Thia policy, being the basis of the 
Mandate for Palestine entrusted to Great :Britain by thp League of Mations, 
was unaµimously approved by the government of the Uni tcd Statos in terms 

· of a joint resolution of Congress, adopted at that ti100. 

"In the intcrvenipg decades the progress made by the Jewish National 
Home has been arnong the most remarkable achievements of modern times. 
More than a half million v:i,ctims of prejudice and intolerance have been 
enabled~ without infringing on the rights of a:ny other people or religious 
group to remake thei~ lives in dignity and self-reliance on their ancestral 
soil. 

"Tho :British White Paper of I(iay 1 1939, condemned by Mr. Winston Churchill 
as !'a plain breach of a, solemn obligation, 11 threatens the doom of the Jew
ish National Homo by closing the Holy Land to further Jewish i~gration. 

"We are convinced that the establishment of a Jewish Commonweal th will 
represent a fundamental contribution to tho social and political progress 
of the ~orld. On the basis of legal right no less than of moral obligation, 
the government of the United States is entitled and is called upon to inter
cede on behalf of the Jouish people. 

"We respectfully petition you to use tho influonco and power of your 
high office to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened for free 
entry of ~ews fnto that country• and that there shall be full opportunity 
for colonization, so that the Je-wi sh people may ultimately rcconsti tute 
faloatine as a free and domoc~at~c Jewish Common~calth." 



• 

Oollege and university presidents who signed the Petition are: 

A. F. Harman, Alabama College; Raymond R. Pa ty, Uni ver si ty of Alabama; 

Grady Gammage, State Teaehers College, .Arizona; Elam J. Anderson, University of 

Redlands, Calif.; c. Ernest Divis, La Verne Oollege, Calif.; Alexander c. Roberts, 

San Francisco Stat~ College; Claude L. Welch, Los Angeles University; Doak S. 

Campbell, Florida State College for Wome~; Hamilton Halt, Rollin College, Florida; 

William Renry MoMasters, University of Miami; Jno J. Tigert, UnjTersity of Florida; 

Harmon White Caldwell, University of Georgia; Ru!us E. Clement, Atlanta University; 

Harvey w. Cox, l)nory University, Georgia; Hubert T. ~illian, LaGrange College, 

Georgia; Edmundo. ~eters, Paine College, Georgia; R. W. Fairchild, Illinois State 

Normal Universiir; Leo L.Honor, College of Jewish Studies, Illinois; Erland Nelson, 

Carthage College, Illinois; William E, Shaw, Illinois Wesleyan University; Herman 

B. Wells, Indians University; Irwin J. Lubbers, Central College, Iowa; Hugh A. 

Kelsey, Sterling Oollege,Kansas; Edgnr Godbold, Lnuisiana College; Frnnklin Vinslow 

Johnson, Colby College, Maine; Henry l. Sta.hr, Hood College, Ma.yland; Harry O. 

Bentley, Bentley School of Accoun~ing and Fina.nee, Massachusetts; Oarl D. Snith, 

Boston Institute for Business Administration; John L. Seaton, Albion College, 

Michigan; M~rle s. Ward, Ferris Institute, Michigan; M. Earle Collins, Tarkio 

~llege, Missouri; Walter H. Ryle, Northeast Misa~uri State Teachers College; 

Charles W. Leaphart, Montana State University; Ernesto. Melby, Montana State Univ

ersity; August L. Strand, Montana State College; E. E. Cossentine, Union College, 

Nebraska; Benjamin F. Schwartz, Mebraska Wesleyan Untversi ty; D. E. Weidler, York 

College, Nebrnska; Joseph Hunter, Bloomfield College, New Jersey; Arthur K. White, 

Alma White College, New Jersey; Hurry D~ Gideonse, Brooklyn College, New York; 

Paul Klapper, Queens College, New York; Helen McKinstry, Russell Sage College, lew 

York; William P. Tolley, Syracuse University; Harry N. \?right, City College New York. 

Frank Porter Graham, University of North Cn.rolina.; James E. Shepard, 

North Carolina Oollege for Negroes; Franklin L. Eversull, North Dakota Agrioultural 

College; w. o. Giersbaoh, Pacific University, Oregon; L. H. Van Houten, State 
(more) 
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~eachers College, Pennsylvania; Rev. Raymond V. Kirk, Duquesne University, 

Penns_ylvania; Clyde A. Lynch, Lebanon VaJ.ley College~Pennsylvania; Jaiues A Reeves, 

Seton Hill College,Pennsylvania; Rev. John J. Dillon, Providence College; John L. 

Plyler, Furmnn University, Sou th Carolina; Joseph H. Edge, D:ikota '7esleyan Uni ver-

si ty; J. E. Burk, ,1ard Belmont University, Tennessee; Oliver C. Carmichael, Vander

bilt University, Tennessee; ?hiln.nder Priestley Clax1,on, Austin Peacy State College, 

Tenr.essee; s. E. G:irrison, Penbody College, Tennessee; John McSween, Tusculum 

College, Tennessee; Judson A. Ruddf '17illiam Jennings Bryan University, Tennessee; 

E. N.Jones, Texas College of Arts & Industry; E. E. Oberholtzer, University of 

Houston, Texas; Franklin s. Harris, Brighfllil Young University, Utah; John Mnlcus 

Ellison, Virginia Unio~ University; Joseph L. G~rman, State Teachers College, Vir

ginia; John Schoff Millis, University of Verr.1ont; John D~ Willif.lills, Marshall College, 

W. Virginia; Frank E. Boker, Milwaukee State College; Rev. Paul Grosshuesch, Mission 

House College & Theological SeLlinary, Wisconsin; Rev. B. H. Pennirgs, St. Norbert's 

College, ~isconsin0 
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FOR Ill"+t@DI,A.TZ RELEASE 

Al~RICAN z IONISTS YlOUBl~ PASSING OF wmGA'lE AS 

11 LOSS OF NOBLE AND DEVO~D F.RIEND11 

.. - - ... - -
New York - The .American Zionist Emergency Council yesterday issued a statement 

at the passing of Wajor General 0rde Wingate, who was killed in a Burma plane 

crash last week, which read that "his loss would be felt throughout Palestine 

as the personal loss of a noble and devoted friend. 11 Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

and Dr. Stephen s. Wise are co-chairmen of the Council. 

The statement recalled 0 the intense devotion to the cause of the Jewish 

National Home of this brilliant and fearless J3;ri tish soldier" and mentioned 

Wingate•s service in Palestine from 1937 to 1939 where he "established with the 

Jewish c.olonie s uniqu.e relations of nutual affection and respect. 11 

"Wingate• s great ambition to become tho leader of a Palestine Jevrish 

fighting force was not destined to be realized, but the meroory of Wingate, of 

his faith in the new Jewish life in Palestine, and of his conviction that 

ultimtely and inevitably the Jews will again establish a Jewish Comroonwealth 

in their ovm land will remain as a source of inspiration and of nope, 11 the 

stateroont concluded. 

The full text of the statement follows: 

11 The death of Major General 0rde Wingate comes as a shock to Jews every

where who knew of the intense devotion to the ca.use of the Jevlish National Home 

of this brilliant and fearless British soldier. Coming of a deeply religious 

iamily1 Wingate saw in the reestablishment of the Jewish National Horoo a ful

fillroont of prophecy and a great and historic act of reparation and justice. In 

(imre) 
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the course of his duties in Palestine, in the years 1937 to 1939, he had estab

lished with the Jewish colonists unique relations of nutual affection and respect. 

His loss will be felt throughout Palestine as the personal. loss of a devoted and 

noble friend. Wingate•s great ambition to become the leader of a Palestine Jewish 

fighting force was not destined to be realized, but the Ill3roory of Wingate, of his 

faith in the new Jewish life in Palestine and of his conviction that ultimately 

and inevitably the Jews will again establish a Jewish Cozmnonweal th in their ovm 

land will remain as a. source of inspiration and of hope. 11 

--30--
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FOR I lVavIBD IATE RELEASE 

ZIONIST LEADERSHIP WARNS AGAINST ACTIVITIES OF 

11 LEAGUE FOR A FREE P.ALEST INE 11 

----------
AMERIO.AN ZIONIST El,ERGENCY COUNCIL STATEMENT 

CHARGES GROUP SEIDKS TO DESTROY ZIONISM AND JEWISH AGENCY 

_______ .,.. 

New York -- The American Zionist Emergency Council, speaking for all ma.jor Zionist 

bodies in the United States, today issued 11 A r/arning to the Zionists of America" 

against the activities of the newly-created American League for a Free Palestine. 

In a statement circulated to all groups represented in the Council, it was 

charged that the League is attempting 11 to destroy Zionism and the Jewish Agency for 

Palestine, the recognized spokesma.n of the Jewish people in all matters concerning 

the future of Palestine.It The statement charged further that the League 11 will be 

productive of nothing but public confusion, •.• It will make for disunity and 

uncertainty at a time when Jewish singleness of purpose and coordination of effort 

are of vital ir,,:portance. 11 

Declaring that 11 full-page advertisements will not rebuild the Jewish Nation

al Horne," the Council 1s statement scored the tactics of the League and ·labeled its 

founders II a small group of persons, who, within recent years, acting in accordance 

with the opportunistic impulses of the moment and exploiting the miseries which 

hav~ ".:Jefallen our people abroad, have established one paper organization after 

another." The 11 paper organizations" listed by the Council are the Friends of a 

Jewish Palestine, the Committee for a Jewish Arnw, the Emergency Committee to Save 

the Jewish People of Europe and the League for a Free Palestine. 

(more) 
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11 None of these organizations or committees have had any official relation

ship, direct or indirect, with any responsible body in American Jewish life," tho 

statement said. 

The Council Is declaration follows by a few weeks a similar blast against 

the League for a Free Palestine by Pierre van Paassen, author and expert on Pales

tine. In a letter to the editor of 11 The Protestant, 11 printed in the April issue 

of that publication, rf.r. van Pa.assen described the League's founders as a group of 

11 four or five young men who were sent to the United States as a 'Palestine Delega

tion I by a small political group in the Holy Land lmown as the Irgun Zevai Leumi .•. 

T'ne Irgun is proscribed in Palestine because of its fascistic methods a.nd its 

advocacy and employment of terror as a political weapon against Jews, Arabs and 

Britons alike. It is no exaggeration to sa;y that ninety-five and three-quarters 

per cent of the Jewish population in Palestine have no truck or trade with the 

Irgun. 11 

The full text of the Council's statement follows: 

• 
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AMERICA -------

A new organization called the American League for a Free Palestine has 
. 

been launched. Its objects are stated to be "to save the Jewish people of Europe" 

and "to establish the Hebrew nation in Palestine." T~e promoters of the new organ

ization acknowledge the great contribution made by the World Zionist movement to 

Palestine and to the Jewish people, but allege that the Zionist movement is purely 

sectarian in character and that therefore it is necessary "to fill the long-felt 

need for a Palestine Freedom movement" with a non-sectarian organization. The new 

organization differentiates between "European and Palestinian Jews who have no other 

desire than to live in Palestine," who are members of the "Hebrew" Nation, and Jews 

living in all other lands, who presumably do not belong to the "Hebrew" Nation. To 

anyone with the slightest acquaintance with the facts, this definition can only be 

described as specious nonsense. It is quite evident that an attempt is being made 

to give a distorted paraphrase of Zionism and to use it to form a new competitive 

organization. 

Through the Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate, the Zionist 

movement secured international approval of its aim to re-establish the Jews as a 

nation in Palestine. It was never intended or suggested that Jews should owe polit

ical allegiance to any country other than to the land of which they are citizens. The 

relation of an American Jew to the Jewish National Home, when it is established, will 

not differ from that of any other American toward the land of his ancestral homeland. 

The representative status of the World Zi'onist Organization, subsequent

ly enlarged in the Jewish Agency for Palestine to include members of non-Zionist 

groups in many lands, was specifically recognized in the Palestine Mandate. The 

Zionist movement has established organizations in every part of the world, which are 

everywhere recognized as representing local Jewish interests in the development of 

the Jewish Homeland. From the very start, non-Jewish sympathy and understanding of 

the objectives of the movement was regarded as of vital importance. In many 
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countries, non-Jewish pro- alestine committees were established. In the United 

States, the Zionist movement has welcomed the orianization of the American Palestine 

Committee and the Christian Council On Palestine. The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

is today the recogYiized spokesman of the Jewish people in all matters concerning the 

future of Palestine, and is co regarded by Jews, non-Jews, and the governments with 

which it deals. The new orgnnizatlon is bound to mislead those concerned with the 

Jewish problem, with regard to the ideals and principles underlying the Zionist 

movement. 

The founders o the so-called Lague for a Free Palestine are a small 

croup of persons who, within recent yeas, acting in accordance with the opportun

istic impulses of the moment and exploiting the miseries which have befallen our 

fCOple abroad, have established one paper or0 anization after another. These paper 

organizations include the Friends of a Jewish Palestine, the Committee for a Jewish 

Army, the Emergency Corr.mi t tee to Save the J e ish P o le of Europe, and now, the League 

for a Free Palestine. lone of these or anizations or co:n:nittees have had any official 

relationship, direct or in irect, with any r,sponsible body in American Jewish life . 

Far from advancing the cause of a Jewish Palestine, or the interests of 

the Jewish people, the League will be productive of nothing but public confusion.· 

It will impair the effectiveness and authority of the internationally recognized 

Jewish Agency for Palestine. It will make for disunity and uncertainty at a time 

Vi hen Jewish singleness of purpose and coordination of effort are of vital importance . 

BO TOT EE I ISLED BY THIS GROUP• S PUBLICITY -- RE~MBER THAT 
FULL-PAGE ADVERTISEMENTS WILL NOT REBUILD THE JEWISH NATIONAL HOME 

I:O NOT SUPPORT THIS ATT ... PT TO DESTROY ZIO HSM AND 
THE JE ISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

DO NOT PER IT A FE IRRESPO SIBLE IIffiIVIDUALS TO SPEAK 
FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE 

UO ILIZE Pt LICO ~!:ON BEEI D TEE ACCREDITED ZIONIST BODIES 
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1700 AMERICAN EDUCAT0ES APPEAL TO ROOSEVELT 

FOB FREE ILW'1GRATION INTO l'.ALES']Ilra 

............. 

c.ALL FOR JEWISH co~h!.'10NWEALTH ON FIF':m .urr~IVERSARY OF ·1,'H!TE PAPER 

--·- - - .. 
•. , ' • t J C .. o.s:1lnb r:n , • • -

A petition signed by 1700 , American u.niversi ty professors urging President 

Roosevelt to act in behalf of free entry of Jews into 1'alestine, 11 so that the 

Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic 

Jewish Commonnealth, 11 was -submitted to the White House today, the fifth anniversa,.. 

ry of the ism.i.a.nce of the Eritish thite Paper of 1939, which prohibits all new 

Jewish iIIUniGration into Palestine. 

Facu.l ty members of 250 schcols of higher learning in 44 states, inc,udj.ng 

150 college presidents, have signed the potition. 

Aioong the prominent signers of the petition are Professor Mortimer J. Adler. 

of the University of Cr..icago; Prof~ssor '1illiam FoX'.tell Albright, of Johns Hopkins 

University; Pl•ofessor John Dewey, of Columbia University; Professor Albert Einstein. 

of Princeton University, Professor Carl J. Friedrich, of Harvard University; Dr. 

Harry D. Gideonse, President of Brooklyn Oollege; Professors, Ralph Barlow, of 

Smith College; Professor Maynard P. Krueger, of tho University of Chicago; Pro

fessor Alain LeRoy Locke, of Ho\vard Univors1 ty, Professor Robort s. Lynd, of 

Columbia Univei--si ty; Professor l'ra."lcis E. ,~cl'iahon, o{ the University of Chicago; 

Professor Nelson P. Head, of tho City College of Nov, York; 'Ptofossoi- Richard J', 

Purcell. Cf tho Catholic Un1Yorsity of Aioor1oal Dr, Goorgo ,.,i. Shust.or, Prcsid.en~ 
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of Hunter College; Profcr,sor :Aark V[)J.1 Doren, of Columbia Univ0r3i ty; Dr. l·•~:l E. 

Woclluy, Prosiclcnt Emeritus of Mt. Holyoke College, ond Dr. H. N. Wrie;ht, Pr1.,sid ,nt 

of the City College of New York. 

Declaring that "on the bo.si s of legal right no loss t:1an of morru. oblit;:1.tic1:. 

the government of the United States is entitled o.nd is cnJ.lcd upon to intercede e,i1 

buhru.f of the Je·,7ish people," the petition cnlls on President Roosevelt "to use t 1e 

influence and 1)0;-,er of y<Jur high office to the end thnt the doers of Palestine shru.: 

be ope!'led for free entry of Jews into thc.t country, and that there shru.l be full 

opportunity fer coloniz~tion, so that the Jeuish people may ultimately reconstitute 

Po.J.estine n.s o. free o.nd demccrc~tic Jor,ish ComrnonYveo.lth. n 

PEOT.EST,WT, CATHOLIC A,:JP JETI'ISH _sc~pLA.Rs DEI,Jum ACTION, 

In the preface to o. pamphlet contr..ining. the text of tho petition, v1hich \"las 

issued today by tn.e .Am3:rico.n Zionist Emergency Council, Dr. Mo.ry E. 't7oollny1 ?resi

dent Emeritus of Ht. Holyoke Collego, l'rofcs iM)r Richard J. Purcell, of the Cathr_;lic 

University cf America, :::i.nd l'rofessor AJ.bort Einstein, of Princeton Univcrs:ty, 

joined in d.onum.dine; thn.t tho promise of o. Jey1i sh Homeland contn.ined in the J3olfour 

Declo.ration be fulfilled. 

Frcfessor Einstein assorted that 11 the tragic events of tho past decade ho.ve 
. 

made only tc o clear the vi tnl need for rebuilding Po.lo stino o.:.i n. nc·,-, con tcr of 

life for the hundreds of thouso.nds of innocent iron, vmmen o.nd c!lilw:cn rrhun the 

commcn foe ha.s hunted from thoir homes. By taking its plo.cc cnco rooro in the van

guard cf tho struggle for a Jeuish ?olcstine, the Amoricon Government will add 

greatly tr its l cng list of a.chievcmonts in hu.ma .. ~ityls ctcrnol strife fer justice 

o.nd equ.ru.i ty. 11 

11 \Tuo.t pouer politics has shut the door of thia premised land to the chosen 

people in their terrible martyrdc,ra? What war o.dv.:.i.ntnec c0;1 there be in keeping 

the Jews a raincri ty in thoi1· oncicnt heme? ,..ust the Arr:1,b, \'Tho r10.tched di sin tcr-

o stedly ,;,hen tno Nazi blitz rolloo. into Egypt, be o.ppon.sod for tho ueol th of Ind.io.71 
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Professor Purcell declared. 11 The integrity of the gunra.'1tee of the L0agu.(;1 of 

Nations nust not be impug:.1ed. A Resolution of Congress should n0t ai.1ponr n.n idl~, 

poli ticoJ. gesture , 11 he added, referring to the j>~date for Palestine and the Joint 

Resolution which was adop ted by Con5ress in 1922 favoring the estn.blislm1ent in 

Pole stine of n. Naticnal Hc~11e for t~1e Jewish peo:;;,le . 

"In these days of terror the Chri stian turns for strength and inspi:n.~tion 

to the Ne-,·1 Testaraent and -- to the Hebre~7 Prophet. 'iiords ,;.rri t t on th0usands of 

years af;o a~ce startJ.inc.; in their tmderstanding of modern problems and in the '::ay 

in 1:ll1ich thev I s-,)eal:: home to the heart. 1 If there wore no further reason for t~1e 
"' -~ 

intere st of the ChriGtian in the J evdsh pro"blem and its v;ise solution, his indebt

edna~s to tho Eobrev1 Prophet would bo S"'J.fficient, 11 Jr. Woolley saia .• 
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F-.cor:i the 
Corurnission on Polestine Surveys 
521 Fift'1 Avenue 
·ew York 17, r . Y. 

FOE FJJllJASE: SUND.A.Y • ~\Y 21 19-J:i!: ____ ..___ _________ :.,,,,a, ________ _...._, __ ___.,.. 

lil'ew York, ~.·ic:'-;," 20 - Plans for a large scale irri6at ion .. uid hydro- electric a.~velo~.,_ 

ment , t1·a11sfo1 .. ming Paleotine 1 s aoo-riculturcl and ind.uotrinl eccnonw·, n,1'e in 

preparation by A.merico.n scientists and engineers, it was unnounced t oday by t:1e 

Corruui s Gion n :Palestine SUrveys. 

Tho project , initiated mo1--e than a ycOJ. .. ago I compai--es in riULf;n i tude with 

the Grand Coulee or "Soulder Durn develo:::m1ent s and 1::ould req:i.ire a co.pi tal invest

ment of bet'l.wcn $150 ,000 1 000 D,nd $200,000 1 000 ovor a period of years . 

The plans cGJ.l for: 

DIVERSION of existing 1;;ate1·s and t: e building- of a net-nork of artificial 

strcruns , , .• i.1i c:1 r.r ould irri 0 0..to arid and semi-a.rid ro ~·ions rJi th [Ul area of 600 1 000 

250 ,000 K'J, gonljrating in excess of 1,0001 000, 000 I~'i' of electric curnmt pc1· yeo..r . 

It is esti11iated that t' ... e development of cheap pov,er and the transition 

from extenoivo dry far1:1i11g to iutensive irrigo.t irn far1i1ing would make it possi"ol0 

to double ·Ghe present fa.rm populatis-n L1 Palestine and double 01~ treble the 

present totcl population of 1 1 500,000 . 

The en~incering surveys o.nd related studi e s Y✓ere b egun by t 1e Commission 

at the request of Dr. Chaim ·.veizmann, re:1mmcd scientist and :President of the 

Je,·:ish .Agency for Palestine, fcllor.ring tho submission of proposals by TTaJ.tcr O. 

Lov,dvrmilk, reclamation expert a11d assistant chief of t J: c Uni tud States Soil 

Conscrvr:i.tion Service, in a. memorandum enti tlvd 11 Tho Jordan Valley Au.thori ty. 11 

The Lo 1::dormilk :proposals r:cre rcvie,·:od by the late Colonel Theodore :S. 

Parker, formel'ly chief engineer of t 1e Tennessee Valley Authori t , and roore 

( zoo re) 
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:recently head of the Departme!lt of Civil Enginee1--ing of the 11.assacl:ur:etts InL,tit·,1tc 

of Technology. His interes t was aroused by tho idea of applying tlle mothoc.:s :Jl"J. ti 

exporiunco of the TVA fo1 .. t ~1e roho..bilitation of the Holir Land and by the ST)ecial 

tech.ri.ic EJl problems involved in the Jordan Vallay Authority project. 

Colonel Parker served as consultnnt until his death three ~.-,eei::s c1.t;o, and 

ho outlined o. program of studies a;.1d procedure for the Com·nissi on 1s exriurtLJ. 

Contre.l"Y to popular" misccncerition, t~1e investigation has rcvoo.lod tha t 

Palestine han a tair amouz1t of a.nrn.1al r o.i n.fDJ.l, considerabJ.y oxce0ding that of 

southern Cnlifornia . Average prccipi t at ion fiGU,ros a:cc 22 inchos o.s o;;ainst 15 

inches for southern Californio., b1.'..t i n P(:.lestine larc;e qua:r1ti ties of wate :i.· a:i.·e 

runnin~ tc \7astelp The ·wo.ter resources of Palestine, if 111 .. operly con.served and 

prud.0:1tly utilized for irrigation, CM fructif:- r,1a,ny uncultivated sections of the 

country providing the basis for a hi[;;h increase of acricu l tu.ral out1,ut and. of the 

farrni:i.1g pop·J.lation. It ::1as al :::;o ueen foru1d that there exists a.::1 irnpc1"to..'1 t hyd.ro

eloctric potential, which if 0Jq1l oi tod \'101-1.ld p :coduce sub sta.ntisl qu3.:nti tics cf 

pormr :for il .. riGation puI11pi:.1g 1 ind"J.stri.:11 oxpa.nsicn and for do1,1cst ic u se . 

The irri6a t ion 1n·ogrrn.1 cclls for: a ) d.iv0rsion of water fr(,m t ho Jordo.n 

and its tributaries and other streams; b) utilizt.1,tion of run-off waters; c) 

further tapping of ground ·i1atcr by ·.wll 'bori:.1g. 

'l:he 6i,iidint; principle is that no dro:') of water sho11ld be allowed to run to 

wo.ste a.n(l t he plans therefo1·e co.11 for the bu:i,lding of man;, dams and. reuervoirs, 

of varying sizes, tentative sites for wh:i,c~ hnve beon selectud, and a notrmrk of 

concrete lined irrigat ion croials covori::1g thu country. 

~he main reeder canals, exclud:i,ng lo.tor& s, would have t1.t1 o.ggrcc;ato l u11£:;th 

of approxiraa.tely 450 miles, Three of the la.1 .. ger dams wo-.1ld be from 80 to 300 feet 

in height and from 1200 feet to 8500 feet in lengtn. The quantity of water carried 

th.rough the irrigation canals, a.pro:t from \Vell water, \'iould come to nbout 750,000 

acre feet per yeaJ:. The major ir,rpmmding 1--escrvoirs, natural ruid artificial, 

(rrorc) 
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1.·1ould have an ag6rebate capacity of approxir.ntely 900,000 acrt: f0et. 

A major fen.ture of the ovcr-vJ.l plru1 ta2~os inte, account tho ui1ur11al to110-

g1·a:,?hY of tie cm1ntr.,r .:md the great dif:or1,;;nce in levels betv10en th0 ffill"facc of 

the I/4edi terro.nean and the Dead Sea, ,,,hich is the lcviest body of ,;;atcr in tho ucrlc 

about 1300 f cet bolo\/ sea l0vol. 

The JordBn River disci::.areus into the Doad Sea, r:hich is land-locked M<l. h ,r: 

no outlet , ito bala1ce being maintained by solar evc1poro.tion. Since tl1e irrie;u.

tion program caJ.ls for diversion of Jordan River water for irrigation, it is 

proposed to replenisb. the Dead Sea by divurting into it C(?J. t water f1"om tho 

M8diterrancan in quantities Gq:uivalent to the loss cm,1.sed by the diversion of 

Jord.:m i,vate:·s. This ·::ould bu done by building a 95 mile sys tem of conru.s and a 

short u..ridc1"6rou.nct tunnel (from three to seven i.td.lcs in l(.;;:igth) starting near Ha.if(;, 

and terrainating at tho Dead Sea. '..i.1i.1e ~.;edi terranea.n water diverted through this 

cnannel and t:ie constructic°J n of power pla.."1ts aJ.onf; the route ,,7ould produce sub

stantial qt:.D.L--i ti ties of power. 

In a.dd.i ticn to the Eedi terra.nean Diversion Plan, the power projects under 

study include further possibilities such as the continuous and rapid dro-r:> of tho 

Jordan River :from tho headwaters of the Jordan clear do,·,n to tho south. 

The elcvatioa at the northernmont dam si to i::, 1900 fcot above sea level. 

At Lake Huloh it is 230 f E:.!o t. By the tirao tho Jordan reaches tho S0a of Galileo, 

it in 610 feet below sea level, i:,hile at the Dead Sea it is 1290 feot below sea 

level - a totru. d.ro:t1 of nea.l'l~r 3300 feet. These and. other supple.ienta.ry possi

bilities point to a power potential ·which would c all for nn installed capacity of 

approxirnatolJ- 250,000 KW. gcnerati:ig ia excess of 1 1000,000,000 Im of eluctric 

current pe1· yenr . This is apJ)roxirna.tel-r ten ti1:ies the anount r;f electric currant 

generated and sold in Palestine at the pro sent tirnc. 

iv'icst of ti1e present S'll.pply of electricity is pl'oduced by tnermctl 0 cncratic~J., 

using high priced oil as fuel, only a minor part being supplied b:7 a small 

(more) 



• -4-

hydroelectric plant . The country hB.s no coal and the hi6 1 co st of oil , l'esul tin.::; 

in high cost cf current, is a burden on the ec :.1omy o:i:' the countr:; , hn.n.d.ica_.)) i nL; 

bo tl!. agricultural nnd indust1"ial devolop1,1en t. Pre sei1t studies hold out the pro a

pec t of cheap elLc tric power corrrpc.U"able in co st to that produced in this countr~·• 

If the possibili t y for cherrp power can be realized, it would opo11 up 

pro spoc t s fo1" i ii1_[jortant industries w11ic_1 would be uneconomic under prG son t conc:i .... 

tions. The Jc;ad Sea clone, 1.1hich contt"'.inc onoruous quanti ti es of mine:cal s in 

solut ion , is estimated to hold Dbo1.1.t 22 bilJ. i o11 tons of Iila(;11csium cal t s from ithic: .. 

rnae;nesium can be extrncted o..ad. exploited cor.1rne1·cial l;y onl;r with cheap el ectric 

current. T~10 rnn.nufacture of lilaf,11osiurn noulcl in turn f orm t l.1.e basis for numerous 

m:..bsidiary ail~ related industries. 

So :fuJ. .. as ir1igation possibilities arc concer1 od , hyclrolocists have 

e;stimatcd that ul timatoly 750 , 000 ac1·ou 0f land. ma"'~ b(: irriga.t l!d , cs ae,ainst 

95 ,000 ac1"os 110·.1 under irr·igo.tirm . Tho present studies alroe.dy point to pos:.,i

bilitics fol" irrigating at least 600 1 000 adci.itional acrcn and I)~f;rdbly more a t 

costs \:::i c:1 ·.muld co1rr_p[l.r o f avornbly with irrii:3:a tion works in parts of tl e United 

States . The ef fect of il"rigat ing rui addi tional 600 , 0Q_Q. acres would be to revolu

tionize t: e agricultural economy. tTnder Palestine conditions , one acre under 

irrigatio!1 is t:1e econr.mic equivalent of fron five to te n acre r..: under the ::;ystem 

of exten,:.1ive 11 dr~r f:.;1,1~rningll now nidely practiced. The transition to intensive 

ii·rigated farr.1ing v10uld arno-Lu1t to an effective increase in the oi ze of the country 

and of it o c-__.,_1 ti vo.ble area , :9r acticaJ.ly doubling it. It ·,-,ould. ma}:e roora for 

rou6hly an 3.d.di tional 100, 000 to 120,0CJ0 families on tho lc1.nd, or o,n additional 

far :1int:; po~?ulation Gf ,100 , 000 to 600 , 000 . It vrould. ulso rvsu.l t in a l arge increase· 

cf the natio::-.1.nl incom0 of tho country. Or.i. t 1 e assur:r_ptir,n that onv f' arm famil y 

·:muld allou fe,r t~1r0e to fou:c fvmilie:., onga_eed in non- agricultural pursuits -

ind11.stry, ccrmierce, constnlction , transporta tion, the profe:Jsions , etc. - it would. 

rooa.n a furt~ er increase in nrn - furmin6 population in cities, tor.ms and villages 

(more) 
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1110unting into the millions. These f igu.re s do not taJ.::e in to account o thor po n ~;i-

bilities for agricultural expansion, such as ter1--acing a"ld slope cultivatio:. 

Tie IJl:1Ju; t&:en as a whole envisage therefore a vi1~tual transform..'"ltion of 

the country b·~ endorling it with numerous "artificial ntreams, 11 via tering arid a.nc 

semi-arid regions; a permanent source of energy, making up for tho deficiency L1 

coal; a r,_.~sul tant industrial ex_()ansion; a further and more rapid transition from 

extensive dl\'l farming to intensive irrigation far1Jing; and a ti·n.rrnition from 

dependence on cereal growing to mixed farming, featuring frni ts , vegetables and 

dairy products. The;r contcq9lato the evontucl almost doubling of tho }_Jresent 

farming population and doubli.1g or trebling the ~:cesent total population. In this 

connection, it should be borne in nind t:i:1at the popul a tion of Palestine ha about 

t1·ebled in the past 25 years , fi--cm about 500,000 in 1919 to nbout l,t>00,000 toda:~. 

While it is premature to speal.: of costs with uny degree of certainty, it 

is estimated that the projects in the aggregate will require a ca;_pital investment 

of probably nc less than $150,000,0uO and closer to $200,000,01.JO - spread over a 

period of years , since it is conceived of a.., a progro.111 to "ue C['l.r:cied out in 

successive stages. 

Other studies relate to tl1e questions of public , private or mixecl cnr>ital 

to bo employed; t:i.1e role r, ich the gover11ment of the countr r ia:ight bo expected 

to pla~; the effects upon r;ovcr!1ment rev0nu1..s and fit3cal polic;r; tho curiag of 

saline soils by leachi:.1g; po ssibili tics for tlovelopmcn t of orcanic ancl inorganic 

cJ.1~micnl ind·u.stries, for ·.11 ich t:1e countr is ;,cu·ticularly suited; o.."1d tho reclaim

ing of t:10 ~ egev or south lo.nd1 a virtual dosort area embracing almost half of 

the surface of t:::1e countr I no,7 hn.1 .. dly used anc. almost uninhabi te \:-. . The latter 

calls for V.1.l"ious :9::i.·ojects, including a lo G conal carrying ater frcm the ncrt:i.1e1"11 

part of the com1tr~r eJ.jcying la1"t_;er rainfall to the more arid so.1tJ.1. 

One of the objectives ci t·1e project is to raise the extro.ooly lou standard 

of living of the Arab peasantry and reduce the present w~ -P bet·.:een t:i.ieir primitive 

(rooro) 
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E:f;ricul ture ···.nd the advc::nced ccon01ny of the Je·;:i s 1 section of the i)OJ)ul:'.tiun. It 

·,;ould al so sub stan ti ally benefit eastern PaltJ s tine , kno',7n as T1·m1sjordt1.."'l , hol·:1in. : 

it to cat ch up ·.ti th the raure progressive ,;,ostcr:r.. part of the co-ru.1try. It is al so 

expected that ca::cr:rine cut these pl ens, even in part, will give a gr eat impetua tn 

modern economic developme1 t in the surrounding countries of the Near Ea.st, with 

their vast uadevelope d areas. Iraq alone, it is pointed out, co.n throub:: effective 

reclamati ·)n o.nd devolop111ent sustc:dn a popu.1~1.tion of o.t lee.st 25,000,000 as 3.go.inst 

its present Jopul~tion of 4 1 000,000. 

The Ccr;u.is sicn on Palestine Surve~rs with offices at 521 Fifth Avenue , Nei.·, 

York City, has onlistecl tl1e cooperati cn of 21 ~).."}?Orts including civil encino ers , 

reclamati '"'n and irrigation ex-perts, geoloei ... t ", hydrologist :_{ , soil e::cp&l"ts and 

a{;ronomists 1 chemists, L1dustria.l cngin8•·: :i.'s, economi..,ts und one archauolot i ~: t. A 

number of tho so exp0rts lJ.ad b o:;On to Pale atine and carri ed on invc stigations in the ii· 

1·espective fields , y:hilo ot.10rs ro 1·kecl from a mo.ss of data com_piled b,,r the engineer

ing and research stnff of the Commission, i ncluding ra.ii1fall c 1ar t s , streamflow 

measurernents 1 :.::oil surve ~r s ru.1d soil riiaps , geclogic,.Q reports, detailed topogrn1}i1icul 

maps and a volume of relevai."1.t st:.1.tistics and economic i nfo runtion. The Co11rni.rn io11 

:i:"1a.s also h.:.1.d the cooperation of cori1pet ent Pltle ut iniD..11 engineers vmrking en the spot , 

m1d this collabo1~ation is continuing , 

Tho lay members of the Commiss ion on Palo s tiae Suxveys ur0 Dr,. N:Jhurn Goldman:, 

Abraham Go ocb~w.n, And.re lvieie1· , Ernanuel Ne1.uJ.Jrum, Judge lrJO r r is Ro th0nb orc, Alexander 

Sachst Isro.el Si0ff a'tld Robert Szold, all of . en Yor}c :Ii th the exccl)tion of 

:.~. Sioff, H110 is of Landen• Engl w1d. 
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Lawyer, i.i!erriber of the Commission on Palestine Surveys, 
in charge of its o:perLtions. 

1~de as he released the at tac .ed :..1nnounce11en t. 

Recently we have h -_,ard much about a pipe-line to 11 oil ttie next wcJX. 11 

This propooal is not a pipe-line for war; it is a life-line to rehabilitate 

many o! the survivors of the present ,..,ur . 

Two years af;(), ·;i!lCn I first suggested to my friend, Dr. Lo•.1dennilk , 

that he •;;rite up his oxpe1~ienc0s in Po.l0 s tino, I never irnaginod that 1 · :·ould 

produce this rna6nificent plan fo r a "Jord..::!.n Valley Authority. 11 Whon it c~·.10 

in t :1e su.:. ·.icr of 1942 I ·;m,s so impru s sod \1i th it tl n.t I immodia tely cub mi t tod 

it to D1~. Chaim \7eizmann, \":ho •.ms then visiting thir• c01mtry. As c. scie.1tist 

ho i7as profournlly interes ted and in11,1cdiatcly approved tho idea of o. t· o_oucl1 

onginccrinr; invo f.:;t igation. 

L'1 seckinG tho cooperation of exports , I rot with a c1·ntifyin6 rcsponso • 

.A numb or ha~ been to Pale stino; w.l uore cn6 or to holp ii.1 i tc r uhabili tat ion. 

Our consultants are sorvin6 gratio, 

and. pcliticion~ ho.vo urostlcd with it for yoarc Hith romilts far frcm ~atis-

factory. It occuri·cc1 to D:c. Lowdcrnilk and to uc t hat thu problem .tle;ht al so 

bo approac, .. od on a diffurc~1t plo.:.10 , U'no kl10·.rn but t 1a·~ toe 1nicia:ns ~.mrking 

on a scientific lovul may ·1clp us to1ial1 d a solution. P1.-rhaps scientists and 

01 g i ... col" a i,,ay succeed whore statesmen nnd l; ol it icians ho.ve failed. 

This is an II all Amei~ican pla.11." The conception of tho idea, tlle ins-_pirar

tion provided ot T. V.A. and Boulder Dam, the tec.1.miqne s, the engineers, the 

scope and i~n 6'!1i tude of the ·Jl n.n , are al 1 American. If it is vci· carried rut 

in Palestine, it will b e a lanting mom.u,))nt to the .Amorica.n spirit. Alrvaey, 

in a senso, littlv Po.J.ontino io tho Anerica of tho Hoar East. The J.V.A. '.101.u ri. 

loavv upolj, it forever the i nprint of ou11 
• cc rican civilization. 



The execution of this project and similar projects elser:l1.ere as ;>a1 .. t of 

po st-,.var reconstruction will provide a ma.rket for Arnerica.ll rnatericl a, rnachin01"y 

and equipme:i.1t , as well as American brains and services. 

\'vhere ,;dl 1 the money come from? To rnJ mind - and this is a per so~1eJ. 

opinirn1 - the financing of such a project ov,::;r a peI·icd of years vrould require 

the co,]peration of a) the l'al:n ;tine Govornruent; b) Je·;.rish orgaaiza ti~:,ns; 

c) private:: capital and d) credits based upon looted Jov1ish property ia Europe, 

the o;·mo:r s of ,,'Jhich have be en fir st robbed m1d then II l iquidated11 by the }Ta:-:i s -

loot for which Germany nn.ist make some restitution. 

Tno J . V.A. is . a mJitiple-purpose project in a higher sense of tne term: 

1) It will :i-rialr.e room for la:cge numbc1"s of Jenis~1 settle1"s; 2) It •,:fil l raice 

th0 level and living standards c,f the Pale s tine AJ:abs; 3) It ui:. l servo a 

model and fermEmt for tho r:holo Near Za.st . 



• 
• 

For further information ccll 
lia)'.'cld ? • :.fun non 
American Zioni::;t EmcrGenc~r Cou:. cil 
1720 - 16th Street, N. ',i. 
Washington 9 • D. C. -- !.-~ichigan 4480 

IS&TED J3Y DR. LEOU FEUER, DL-qECTOR OF Ti!E ':IASHilTGTOii 3Um1AU 

OF THE Al1ERICAN ZIONIST !J\B.RGJ}iCY cotnTCIL 

................ 

@ .. ~: The American Zionist Emergency Council spe::.,ks for 
all major Zimiist bodies in t he U:li ted State s. 

\"fasJ.1ington, D. C. -- It is all fantastic and would be comic if it were not so 

tragic. A :iandfcl of young rnen are attenrpting to perpetrate a colossal hoax: u1)on 

the Arnericru.1 people, and we would warn t.w pt.i.blic, the p:r-ess, and all official 

circles ago.inst being taken in by such a brazen fraud, ':rhe self-ap:0ointed 11 ~ebre\·1 

Con:nnittec of Nuticmal Liberaticn 11 is ITlc.'l..de u·J of half a dozen adventurers fr0111 
"' 

P.:ue ;:~ tine with no standing, nc credentials, :..10 maadate frum a.nyono unless it be 

f1'om tho Irr;un Zevai Leumi in Palestine, an insignificantly smDll pistol-packing 

group of extrornists \!ho a.1·0 claiilling c1·odit for some of tl:c 1·occnt terror outrne;c n 

Evory movement has its lunatic fri:1ge and i:::responsiblo splinter facti011s, o.nd 

it is natural that they s11ould exist also in our midst. The danger i::; that un

informed 1)eo1)lo may be taken in and rnay bo led to beliuve that a ncrn Ecsos han 

a.risen in Israel. 

Tl10so boys ar8 stuntEn·s; ti1c~~ have thrived on publicity tricks. Like a 

little stago army• they cc .. ne on in varying forms and guisos - one day us P. Com

mi ttoo for a Jouish Army; tho noxt day as a Com.'lli tteo f or t .. e Rescue of European 

Jm·rn ; today, as a "Cammi ttoe of Nati . nal Libcrati c.,n 11 ~·:i th n.n II ombo.ssy11 ; tomorrm·,, 

it nill bo sorn thing elso. But th01· 0 is aluay s om., common feature -- a pc:rsiat nt 

requl-st f o:r ccntrfbuticns. ~!o surious or ro~pnnsiblc J v•,7ish organization --

nei thcr the Zionist movement, nor the American Jo·:i·isl1 Confoj:onco, nor tho J 1no.i 

:B 1ri th, nor thu .American Jc~1ish Congress, can afford tc doscond to tl1eir level or 

(1x,rc) 
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choose to -:)lay the mountobruik and c:1arlatan. It is tl1.o specialty nf the 11 er11bassy 

boys. 11 

For more than 40 years, Jews throu.e:hout the world have been concerrnJ(i with 

the cren ti 1n of a Jei.vi sh Natione.1 Horne in Pal estine . To that end, tho re were co~1-

sti tuted on a denncratic bo.sis the World ZioniRt Organization and the Jewish !gene~· 

for Palestine 1,1hich for 25 yea.rs have b een headed by the foremost Jew of our tir.1e, 

D1·. Chaim Weizmann, of London. The \~orld Zionist 01·ganizatinn 1s roprosen t a tivos 

meet biennially as t'10 Zionist Congress and oloct their loado1·ship, ~ho constitute 

tho Executive, Togother with tho reprE..:sontativos of tho non-Zicnists, thoy con

stitute t~10 Jewi&'i. Agency for Palusti110, ofiicially recognized in the Palo f..', tia o 

l:iandate t0 1--eprosent Jewish intoronts and Jewinh ri6ht8 with respect to Pa.lc.:: tine, 

The J1.,wist A.f;ency maintains permanent offices in London, JorusDlern, Gonova anc'i. 

el sewhoro. It carries on neces sary political \70rk a ... "ld handles inu~igration o.nd 

colonization int o Palestine, £or thin \7ork it spunds annuru.l~r about $10,000 1000 

provided b y rcgnlr.:.r cnn tribu tions of J c3r;i sh cnromLi.i1i tics. 

In Al-,1erico., the Zioni st mover11ent is ropros ntcd by the Arn ' rican Zioniat 

Emcrgcnc / Council, headed by Dr. Stephen s. Wisc, of Non York, and Dr. Abbu Hillel 

Silvor, of Cl ovelnnd• as co-chairmen, Affili o.tod \Jith this Ct1uncil a.cu the Zionist 

Organizati :: n of .Arnerica , ?.:ado.ssah, tho r,omen' s Zioni st organization, lvazro.chi, and 

Poalo Zion, Ylith a combined duoo-pn.yiuc; membership in cxcoss of 300 1 000. 'l'ho 

Counci l 1ui~1 tains :,. rtashington Buroo.u 1::hich is in regular con to.ct ni th gove.1. mnen t 

depa.rtuents und uith ...ill importn.nt embassies ond legat i r,ns . So fo.r :1.s the Je-.iish 

col.!ln1111i ty cf Pnlestine, uhich n1unbers o.pylroximo.tely 600,000, is •ccncerned, it is 

democrt1.ticoJ.ly <'rgc..nized o.nd is represented by o. lfo.tionol Council, the Vno.d Letuni. 

This body i s like\/ise of:ficio.lly recognized b y the Pal estine Gov ,~rnment, controls 

and direct s the Jewish scl1o cl systom, socinl \·;clfo.re ,iork, otc. It nl so has n 

limited t,'.)J{iag poucr 1111dor tho ln:-, . Tho Va.ad Leumi , of courso , rccoc;nizes t~10 

Jewish Ag~nc;r for Pnlestino r' . .l1d coop0 ro.tcs rii t 1 it closely. 

To complutc tho picture I it shou.ld be o.ddcd thrit tho ovor~1hulming majority 

(noro) 
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of ,,.\me:'.'ican Jewa, thrc.ugh a democratically ccnsti tuted .Arwrican Jewish Conference 

in l~ew York last s1..1M·ner, adopted a post-i.var p1·ogram with reference to Je-.'l isi.1 rie:1ts 

in b'u.rcpe, un well as to the Palestine questicn. Re·,re sentud in the .America:.1 Jew-... 

i sh Confe1·ence a.re hundreds of local comnuni ties, e.s vrnll as o.bou t 60 leading 

national organizations, inclt.1.ding all the Zi0ni st ore;anizatic-ns en"J.merated wove, 

tho :S 1nai :J lri th, the .American JeHi sh Con61 e ss, the Union cf .American Hcbrcri Ccn,.. 

gregationr; , tho Rabbinical Assc1:ibly of .Americn, the Council of Jm:ish Uom011 1 etc. 

':/he• ti.1crefo1~c, do the 11 embas ~y boys" roprosent, and who has asked them 

for 11 1 ib ora ticn? n I:11.y this ner, at tempt to hoc:• dwink and bGfuddlc tho public ,;ri th a 

bei1ild0rh1f; 11 iclcnlog~r11 about a Jonish poo~0le and a Hcbre\.' nc.ticn? They arc attempt-

•.-, ~ 0, .- t' ~• . , . • V .... •' t f • r. J. • O 

V - ~ l .J ... J • J • l ~ .... J. . - \., 

nhat thc;r CGll a non-sectarian movement. :But there axe import;.mt 2 .. nd reprc uonta.t

ti ve non-sectarian bodies cooperating \7i th the Zionist and Jewish organizations, 

partieu1a.1~1y tho Am:rican Pal estine Comi:uttce, hco.d~d by Senator Robort F. J~er , 

\7hich i ::.~ car1·ying en its nark offoc ti ve:ly and vii ti1 dignity. 

Thero is also t' 0 Christion Council on Palestine, composed of some 1200 

clcr6yraon t i:1rcughout the country. The so gToups are uorking toe;other harmcnio 1s1~" 

and Y,i th singl c-mindcd clcvo tion to tho cause it sol f • 

2.1he t1"Uth is th~t the young gentlemen in q_uesti cn are obsessed with clelu-

sionG of 6randeur and have visions of }1latine; the diplortlc:'1.t and the statesmo..'1 

before a public wllich they hope is gullible enough to sualloi.-1 it. They hope to 

undermine the established authority and preotige of tl e constituted Jewish authori

ties and of tho Zio11ist leaders1.ip, in particula.r. Above o.11, the: hope to con

ti·1ue this €;rune of i1rqJersonation 0.s long as there arc decent but mislod folks to 

whom thoy oo,i1 sell their Gold bricks. C nsidering the t0rriblo tr:-1..&ody v,hich hai:i 

engulfed tho Jc·.-,ish people and the seriousness of tl:.u ti~s, ·;,e condarnn their 

h-renponGible a.'l'lti cs and thcil· self-constituted lcadol"ship ,,hich tho "hole of 

organized Jewry repudiates uith scorn. 
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RELEASED BY JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 
Washington Office 

1720 - 16th Street, N. W, 
Washington, D. C. For Immediate Release 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, representative of the Jewish Agency for Palestine and 

the World Zionist Organization in Washington, makes the following comment on the 

announcement of the formation of the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation: 

11 The Jewish .Agency for Palestine is the only international body recognized 

under Article IV of the Mandate for Palestine by the British Government, the 

United States and the League of Nations, as representing the Jewish people in 
• 

all matters concerning the upbuilding of the Jewish National Home in Palestine. 

It is composed of all Zionist organizations the world over and numerous non

Zionists in various countries. 

"The attempt of a few persons who have come from Palestine to this country 

without any authority, without having been delegated by any group in Palestine, 

having played no role whatever in Jewish life in Palestine or elsewhere, to 

proclaim themselves as the 'trustees of the Hebrew Nation's interest' is an act 

which, I am sure, will be rejected by all sections of the Jewish people as a 

fraud, 

nThere is some danger thnt well-intentioned non-Jewish groups, eager to 

help the Jewish people in a time of tragedy, may be misled by the bombastic 

phrases and claims made by an insignificant group which substitutes noise for 

complete lack of standing, authority and influence in Jewish life. These well

meaning friends must be warned that by allowing themselves to be persuaded by 

these impertinent maneuvers they are harming the very cause which they wish 

to serve. 

"The insignificant group which the members of the new committee clnim to 

represent has already done 'untold dnmage in Palestine by trying to break the 

unity of Palestinian Jewry and by introducing methods which the overwhelming 

majority of Palestinian Jewry has rejected with scorn and contempt. American 

public opinion should not allow itself to be fooled by the acts of a few men 

(more) 
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whom n normnlly organized people would. deA.l with n..s trRitors to the common en.us e 

nnd exclude from its community. There is not the slir htest chnnc e that any r e

sponsible group, Jewish or non-J ewish , not to spc1lk of governments or the Lengue 

of Nations, will pay nny nttcntion to t his group, but ns they have in the past, 

through vru-ious tricks, succeeded in misle~ding nnd confusing spokesnen of Ameri

can public opinion, this wnrning is necessary. Whoever wo.nts to help the Jewish 

people and the Zionist movement must do it by cooperating with the established 

ruid recognized organizations, the lending one of which is the Jewish Agency --

the only internationally recognized body authorized to ac for the Jewish people 

in all matters affecting Palestine. By helping the self-styled Hebrew Committee 

of National Liberation, whieh purports to speak on behalf of Jews who never gave 

them authority to r epresent them, the :prestige and influence of the Jewish organi

zations chFi.rged with the complex and respons i ble task of building the Jewish Home

land will be weakened nnd harm will be done to the Jewish people. 11 
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