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Pl(ESS !(ELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zioo 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

]OR Il&tf.EDI,A.TE RELEA@ 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE ASSAILS 

"HEl3BEW COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION" 

.. - ........ .., 

Washington, D. c. - The Jewish .Agency for Palestine, recognized spokesman of 

the Jewish people in all matters concerning the future of Palestine, today branded 

the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation "an unscrupulous piece of political 

cr...a.rlatani sm. 11 

In a cable to the .American Zionist Emergency Council, the Agency requested 

that the following bo released in behalf of its Executive; 

"Appearance in USA of body styling itself Hebrew Committee National 

Liberation IIJUst be pranded as unscrupulous piece of political charlatanism. Its 
. 

contention that Palestine Jewry is not free to speak out through its elected re-

presentatives is preposterous. Overwhelming majority of Palestine Jewish communit~ 

is democratically organized and reprosented by its constitutionally established 

organs which are the elected Assembly and tho National Council. These bodies have 
' 

full froodom to voice the feelings and political aspirations of Palestine Jews 

and have dona so repeatedly in outspoken terms in opposition to present official 

policy. The rights and interests of the Jewish people as a whole in regard to 

Palestine are represented by the Jewish Agency for Palestine incorparating the 

World Zionist Organization. A warning mu.st be addressed to all serious-minded 

people not to let themselves be misled and confused by freak bodies assuming high 

sounding titles and enunciating policies for which none but their unrepresentative 

authors a.re responsible." 
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PRESS RELEASE from 
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URS. :BRANDEIS ATTACKS LEAGUE FOR FREE PALESTINE 

-- -- --
DECLABES :BERGSON GROtTP WASN 1T AUTHORIZED TO USE HER NAME 

_ _, ___ __ 

Washington, D. c. -- I.irs. Louis D. Brandeis, wife of the late u. s. supreme Court 

Justice and outstanding American Zionist, Louis p. Brandeis, today disclosed that 

the use of her name on the list of sponsors of tho American Leagu.e for a Free 

Palestine ,vao 11 completely unautho::i.·ized." 

11 1 wa..'lt to state categofically that I do not wish my na.IIE to be in any 

w~ associated with tho American League for a Free Palestine, or with the Hebrew 

Committee of National Liberation or a:ny other group which is not a part of the 

recognized Woi--ld Zionist Organization and the Jewish J.8ency for Palestine; I 

believe that such organizations defeat the causes they p11rport to serve, and I 

do not want to be identified ~1th any of them," ~iirs. Brandeis declarod _in an 

open letter to Peter !ergson, head of the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation, 

Du.ring the past few years a number of committees have been established in 

the United States by Mr. l3orgson and his assoQiatea. These include the .American 

Friends of a Jewish Palestine, the Committee for a Jewish Army, the Flilergency 

Connnittee to Save the Jews of Eu.rope, the American Lo~e for a Free Palestine 

and the Hobrow Comnittee of National Liberation. These gr()ups have been denounce, 

by all recognized Zionist agen~ies, and by prominent labor leaders in the United 

States. 

(IIX)re) 
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.Another protest against the unauthorized use of names by tho American 

Lca.gtle for p. Free Palestine was issued ye-sterday by 46 American rabbis •. 

The text of If;.rs. :Brandeis• letter to the Leagu.e follows: 

11 I am informed that my name appears on your lettel\-head as 

one of the sponoors for your o~pmizing committee. This is 

to advise you that the use of riv na.mo is complctoly unall«thor­

izcd. l;creovcr, I want t() state categorically that I do not 

wish nzy- name to be in auy ,vas associated with the American 

League for a Free PaJ.estine; or with the Hebrew Committee 

of National Liberation or ony other group which i .s not a 

pa:rt of the recognized World Zionist Organization and the 

Jcnish .Agency for Palestine. I believe that such organiza,­

tions defeat the cauues they ptirport to serve, and I do not 

wish to be identified with any- of them. 11 

-30---
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G.O .P. ~ADERS DE!,iA.YD JEl'lISH COMWDN",7EALTH IN PAIESTIUE 

- ....... - -
Chica.go - The Republican National Convention ye sterd~r ad.opted as part of its 

1944 platform a plank calling for the opening of Palestine to wu·estricted Jm·1iw1 

immigration and land ownership, 11 so thnt in accordnnce witl1 the full intent and 

purpose of the 13alfour Declaration of 1917 and the Resolution of a Republican 

Congress in 1922, Palestine may be constituted as a free ond dermcratic Common• 

weal th. 11 

The G.O.P. Palestine plank represents t 1e first, pl~,tform refe·"enco to 

Palestine by either major political party. 

It ·:ms disclosed that Governor ~ .1.oma.s TI. DeweJ", of New York , lending con-

tendor for the G.O.P .. presidential nomination, ... a. civcn tho plo.n .. k his unequivocal 

endorsement and had sent messll€es urging its pa.ss3t-10 to zoomburs of the RusolutionG 

Committee. Senator !IDbert A. Tait, of Chio, Chnirr,1an of the Resolutions Comrilittee 

led the drive in the convention in behalf of the pl2.Ilk. Senator Tnft is co- s-po.1i:;or 

with Senator Robert F. WD.t,"'ller (D., ll.Y.) of the pending Seno.tc•s rc nolution c.e· -,n c.l­

ing a Jewi sl1 Commonweal th in Palestine. 

Othe1· Resolutiono Comrni tte0 member s and delegates '.'!ho were active in brL1g­

ing about passage of the Palestine resolution were Senator W.:u·1"en Austin of Ve11Uont 

Kenneth s .• I.bcAffer of Ne,:1 York, :i;a.ry Donlo:i of Ue·.7 York, 7.'illiam L. Hntcheso:1 of 

Indian3i, Alfred E. Landon, of Kansas a11d ·-~n. Ruth Ho.nna EcConaick Sirnms of J.Te·., 

;;liexico. Leaders of the Dewey high couu.lll.I1d at t he convention -- the .i:Iew York 

Governor·• s .Attorney General, 1Tathaniel L. Goldstein, John Dulles, i•:r . Der,cy' s 

personal advisor on foreit,n affairs, and Herbert Brownell, lu·. DeTToy•s cn.mpaig1 

manager -- worked actively for the plank. 

Hailing the G.O.P. action as 11 a major victory for the forces of humanitarirui­

ism, 11 Attorney General Goldstein declared that "here 1s tho imperious call to tho 

(more) 



• ... 

- 2 -

civilized world to honor its e1ll,~,gements, to enth1·one what is right and what is 

decent, to vindicate the lawful and honest claim of a martyred peoplo. n 

The text of the plank follo~s: 

11 In order to give refuge to millions of distresset1_ Jev1ish men, ,-,omen and 

children driven from their homes by tyranny, ue call for the opening of Palostino 

to their uiu-estricted irmnigra.tion and land o,mership, so that in accoi .. dance i,i th 

the full intent and purpose of the :Balfour Doclaro.tion of 1917 und the Resolution 

of a Republican Congress in 1922, Palestine may be constituted as a free and 

democratic Cor.monuealth. We conderJn the failure of the President to insist tliat 

the mandatory of Palestine carry out the provision of the Balfour Declaration and 

of the Haadate ·i1hile he pretends to sup:Qort ther,1." 

--30-
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AMERICAN ZION1STS HAIL GOP DEMAND 

FOR FREE JEWISH PALES'rlNE 

- - - - - ... -

FOR IMMEDIATE RELFASE 

New York~- The American Zionist tmergency Council~ ~eeting on Monday, July 10, 

hailed with satisfaction the secti6n in the plank on Palestine which was included 

in the Republican Party platform adopted at its recent convention in Chicago, in 

which the Republican PB-rty calls for the Opening of Palestine to unrestricted 

Jewish immigration and land ownership, so that• in accordance with the full intent 

and purpose of the Balfour Declaration of 1917 nnd the resolution unanimously 

adopted by the Congress of the United States in 1922. Palestine might be con-,­

stituted as a free and democratic Commonwealth. 

It recorded its gratification that the just and historic claims of the 

Jewish people to Palestine have been acknowledged by one of the mnjor political 

pAXties of our country, and that the t~aditionn.l attitude of friendship on the 

pnrt of the Americnn people toward the Jewish Jntionru. Home has thus been ~gain 

reaffirmed. 

The Americnn Zionist Emergency Council expr~«sed the hope thnt n similnr 

resolution would also be ndopted by the forthcoming ~onvention of the Democratic 

Party. 

--30--
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PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
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FOR IMlvIEDIATE REJ,EASE 

WISE PLEADS !OR PALESTINE PLANK IN DEllOORATIC PLATFORM 

- .. . ... ... ... -
Chicago - Rabbi Stephen S. Wise of New York, co-chairman of the American Zionist 

Emergency Council, which includes all major Zionist bodies, and one of the three 

co-chairmen of the American Jewish Conferenee representing some 3 million Jews, 

president of the American and World Jewish Congress founded by Justice Brandeis, 

made the following statement on Vonday.evening, J'UJ,y 17, at the Hotel Stevens, 

Chicago, Ill., before the Resolutions Committee of the Democratic National 

Convention. 

Text of Resolution 

"From the days of Woodrow Wilson and throughout the administration of 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, it has been the policy of the Democratic Party to 

support the full implementation of the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate over 

.Palestine. In the light of that historic policy and the uprooting and homeless­

ness of millions of Jews in Eu.ropean lands, we call for the opening of Palestine 

to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization; and, in accordance with the 

full intent and purpose of the said ~ovenant made with the Jewish people, the 

establishment of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Comroonwealth, in which 

all the inhabitants shall have equal civic, religious, and cultural rights, and in 

which the Holy places of all fai tbs shall be fully safeguarded." 

After readi;ig the aboTe Resolution, submitted by the .American Zionist 

Emergency Council, which Dr. Wise represents, he said; 

(more) 



"I speak for what has beeome a great -radition of the Democratic Party, 

initiated by Woodrow Wilson and continued through the years by Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt. This is a preciO\ls and historic policy which dare not be abandoned 

at a time when it has become virtually the only hope of European Jews facing 

extermination. Our Secretary of State, the Honorable Cordell Hull, declared on 

Friday: •Reliable reports from Hungary have confirmed news of mass killing of 

Jews by the Nazis and their ctuislings. The entire Jewish comnunity in Hungary, 

which number nearly 1 million souls, is threatened with extermination• - exter­

mination in the hideous and hellish Nazi gas chambers in Poland to which these are 

being deported. 

11 ! speak not only for a vastly overwhelming majority of the 5 million Jews 

of AJ88rica, but in addition, for many millions of Christians of all churches who 

wish Jews to have a national home in Palestine. The National Conference on 

Palestine, made up altogether of Christian men and women, recently declared in 

Washingtons 'We join ~ith millions of other American Christians in expressing our 

horror that the appalling assault against the Jewish people continues unabated. 

~ a decade scarred by the sadism of Hitler, the mass destruction of the Jewish 

people has gone on unflinchingly .•.• We therefore reaffirm our faith in the 

spirit as well as the letter of the !al.four Declaration, and ask for maximun 

Jewish immigration into Palestine and full opportunity for colonization and 

economic development. We reaf1irm the traditional policy of our Government and 

ask for all effective measures, to the end that Palestine may be reconstituted by 

the Jewish people as a free and democratic Jewish Comnonwealth.' 

"The Democratic Party and the Administration have through the War Refugee 

!oard set out to save the endangered refugees. The President has called for the 

creation of a Free Port for Refugees, 1000 1!!, ~. but many hundreds of thousands 

still remain in Hitler's Europe to be saved. Only Palestine, the Jewish National 

Home, can saire them - little Palestine, which since 1939 has given shelter and 

abiding home to tens of thousands. 
(more) 
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"Members of the Resolutions Committee, one wishes at a time like this to 

speak well within the limits of moderation • .lnd yet I cannot help or avoid 

saying to you that the Convention resolutions without such a plank as we have 

asked would be regarded as another White Paper, and would bring grimaced die­

appointment and heartbreaking disillusionment to Jews throughout the world. 

These have only the democratic countries in which to live and Palestine in which 

to rebuild their shattered but unconquered lives. 

"Members of the Resolutions Committee, may I be t'orgiven a moment's personal 

reference. I was a member of the Republican l?arty until 1911, when I became the 

follower of Woodrow Wilson, as I have remained a follower of Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt. For a whole generation and more, I have labored for the honor of your 

great Party. I ask of you now, who am resolved to continue the support of tho 

Party of Wilson and Boosevelt, that I be not disarmed. It is our Party, which 

through Wilson, helped to make the Balfour Declaration possiblep It is our Party, 

which under Wilson and Roosevelt alike, al.ways favored fullest implementation 

thereof. I have never asked aught for myself. I ask nothing even for my fellow 

Jews. But for the honor of the Democratic Party, and in order that it may be 

true to its great tradition of democratic service to all peoples, I beseech you 

to include within your resolutions the plank on Palestine which I have read to 

you. 

"For some years I ha"Te earnestly and, alas, in vain, pleaded with the 

Christian world - its people and its nation -- to let my people go. Even as 

Moses pleaded with King Pharoah. For my fellow Jews were caught and trapped and 

all but exterminated, and millions of them -- civilians - have perished. Tonight, 

I beseech you, trustees and guardians of the Democrntia Party, as did the Hebre~ 

Prophet of old -- the Prophet whose words will be rend in ev~ry undestroyed 

synagogue next Sabbath mornings Comfort ye• comfort ye, my people, they who 

live and have not diod will again take heart and courage - nnd grent shall be· 

your re1'ard. 11 

(more) 
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Following Dr. Wise I s statement, Dr. Israel Goldstein, president of the 

Zionist Organization of ~erica, made a brief plea for the inclusion of a Palestine 

plank in the Democratic platform. Dr. Goldstein emphasized that the Palestine 

plunk included in the 1944 Republican platform had made a etrong impression among 

American Jews, and urged the Democratic Party to equal, if not surpass, the 

Republican declaration on Palestine~ 

Also appearing with Dr~ Wise in behalf of the Resolution were Herman 

ShulmD.n of New York, Congressman Sabath of Illinois, Judge Iouis E. Levinthal of 

Philadelphia• and Judge Harry M. Fisher of Chicago. 

--3Q....-

:/r90 - 7 /18/ 44 



• 

PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organ;zations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

lQll IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DR. WISE HAILS PALESTINE PLANK IN DElvDCRATIC PLATFORr.'1 

------- .. 
Chicago -- Dr. Stephen S. Wise, a chairman of the American Zionist Emergency 

. 
Council, today hailed the Palestine plank included in the platform of the Demo-

cratic National Convention as "a message of hope" to the Jewish people. 

In a statement issued here, Dr. Wise expressed confidence that the plank 

11 will speedily be translated by definitive action into the fulfillment of the 

age-old aspirations of the Jewish people. 11 

The text of Dr, Wise's statement follows: 

11 My associates and I welcone the adoption of the Palestine plank in the 

platform of the Democratic National Convention, reading as follows: 

'We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted 

Jewish immigration and coloni z.a.tion, and such a 

policy as to result in the establishment there of 

a free and democratic Jewish Commonweal th. 1 

11 We are grateful to the leaders of the Democratic Party, including the 

co-chairman of the Committee on Resolutions, the Honorable John \v'. McCormack and 

the Honorable Mary T. Norton, and the distinguished leaders of both Houses of 

Congress who served on the Committee, in addition to the 7eteran Liberal, the 

Honorable Josephus Daniels. The Convention delegates, representing the conviction 

of the American people, adopted the Resolution with enthusiasm and unanimity. 

:By this act, the Democratic Party once again reaffirms the historic policy of 

Woodrow Wilson and Franklin Delano Ro·osevel t, 

(more) 
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11 When we apPeared before the Commit tee on Platform, I urged upon its 

members that they speak a word of comfort to our unhappy fellow-Jews throughout 

the world. ~is message of hope, which will bring solace and heartening to them 

that have too long sat in darlmess, will, I am confident, speedily be translated 

by definiti~e action into the fulfillment of the age-old aspirations of the 

Jewish people." 

-30-
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]OR IWEDUTE RELEASE 

EMERGENCY COUNCIL SAYS ZIONISM IS 

"DECLA.RED QBJECTIVE IN POST\V.A.R PROGR.A.M OF u .s.0 

........ -- - .. 
ASSERTS :BOTH MAJOR PARTIES NO\i ENDORSE ZIONIS~ PROGR/J4 

... .. - - - .. 

New York --The .American Zionist Emergency Council, who so co-chairmen ore Dr. Abba 

Hillel Silver of Cleveland and Dr. Stephen s. \,ise of New York, today declared that 

"with both major political. parties giving their unqualified endorsement to tho 

Jewish people's efforts to rebuild their national life in Palostine, Zionism is 

now a declared objective in the postwar progrom of the United States. 11 

In a formal statement isS\led here, the Council, which speaks for all 

major Zionist bodies in tho United States, hailed the plank on Palestine included 

in the platform of the Democratic National Convention ns "an act of statesmanship 

which will be hailed by friends of the Zionist movement throughout the world. 11 

The plank favors "the opening of Palostine to unrestricted Jewish im­

migration and colonization, and such a policy as to result in the establishment 

there of a free and deoocratic Jewish Commonweol th. 11 

Pointing out that this "historic declaration11 followed a similar pro­

nouncement by the Repu.blico.n National Convention, the Council saids "It is a 

cleo.r-cu.t expression of the friendship which .Axoericans have always felt for 

Zionist aims. n 

The text of the Counc11 1s statement followsa 

(More) 
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"The plo.nk included in the platform of tho Democratic National Convention 

which favors 1the opening of Palestine tc unrestrictod Jewish inmigration and 

colonization, and such a policy as to result in the estriblisbment thore of a free 

and democratic Jewish Commonwealth' is an net of statesmanship which will be hn.ilod 

by friends of the Zionist movement throughout the world. 

"This historic declaration, which followod a similar pronouncement by tho 

Republican National Convention, represents another reaffirmntion of Aroerica 1s 

traditional position on the Palestine question. It is a clear-cut expression of 

tho friendship which knericans have always felt for Zionist aims. Tho Domcratic 

Party• whose leader, Prosident Roosevelt, has declared that 'the .AIOOrican Govern­

ment has never given its approval. to the ffilite Paper of 1939 ••• lll'ld when future 

decisions are reached, full justice will be done to those who seek o Jewish Nation­

al Home,' is now on record in favor of tho full Zionist prograo. 

"fwith both major political portiaa 81T1u.l ~hele 11.nqualified endorsement 

to the Jewish people's efforts to rebuild their national life in Palestine, 

Zionism is now a declared objective in the postwar progrnm of the United States. 

We tru.st that tho time of fulfillr.))nt is close at hand. 11 

- 30 -
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ll)R IMMEDI.ATE RELEASE 

New York -- Dean Alfange, leader of the Liberal Party in New York State, in 

announcing his resignation as co-chairman of the Emergency Committee to Save 

the Jewish People of Europe, today authorized the .American Zionist Emergency 

Council to release the following statement: 

11 Wbile I fully sympathize with the humanitarian purposes of the 

Emergency Commit teo to Save the J mvi sh People of Europo, I do not approve of 

its political affiliations. Though I am a Christian, I have been a ~ife-long 

Zionist and am a firm believer in tho political aims of Zionism as exemplified 

by the World Zionist movement headed by Dr, Chaim Weizmann. I believe that 

the most effective wey of eradicating anti-Semitism is by creating an inde­

pendent Jewish state in Palestine through which tho Jewish people can oxpr0ss 

themselves on equal terms with the othor peoples of the world, 

11 Lack of statehood implies lack of equality which, in turn, leads to 

world-wido discriminat:i.on~ Zionism is therefore tho mcano of attacking anti­

Semitism at its source and should bo supported by all liberal-thinking citizens 

irro spective of their faiths. tt 

The American Zionist Emergency Council speaks for all major Zionist 

bodies in the United States, and is headed by Dr. Abba Hillel Sil~er of 

Cleveland and Dr. Stephen S, \ii so of Nov, York, co-chairmen • 

..... 3().., ... 
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FOR IMMEDIATE Rltl.,EASE 

CHRISTIAN COUNCIL ON PALESTI1JE, IN YOM KIPPUR MESSAGE, 

PLEDGES AID IN STRUGGLE FOR JEWISH HOMELAND 

... - .... - ..... 
New York - A Yom Kippur message expressing "oneness with the Jewish people in all 

their hopes and aspirations" was received today by Dr. Stophcn s. Wisc and Dr. Abba 

Hillel Silver, co-chainricn of the funericnn Zionist Emergency Council, from tho 

Christian Council on Palestine, which represents two thousand Christain ministers 

and religious educators. 

Signed by Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, chainnan, and Dr. Carl Hennann Voss, 

executive secretarJ of the Christian Council, the message said; "We know that 

throughout tho entire Christian world there are tons of thousands of follow ministers 

and many hundreds of thousands of our co-religionists who,with us, stand aghast 

before the spectacle of the unspeakably cruel tortures which have beon visited upon 

your people. Now that victory is in sight, we anticipate the dey when justice will 

again reign suprcm~ and your people will once more live in complete dignity and 

integrity • . 

"In the Christian Council on Palestine our efforts are centered. upon the 

tremendous problems which face the Jewish people,ospccially tho lack of a refuge 

for tho millions who wander homolcss and stateless across tho war-ravaged continent 

of Europe. We are throwing all our str~ngth into the struggle to insure tho 

establishment and maintenance of Falostine as a National Homoland for tho Jowish 

people. Thia wo do because of our concern for the cruelties and the indignities 

which your people h~vo suffered for fnr too mony yenrs, but we do it clso bocauso 

of the incalculable debt we owe for the contribution Judaisr-1 ho,s mdo to our 

Christian heritage." 

r/J,109 - 9/26/44 
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FOR IMMEDIATE P.ELEASE 

CHURCHILL PRAISED BY AMERICAN ZIONIST LE.ADE.1t6 FOR AIDING 

ESTABLISHMENT OF JEWISH BlUGA.Di GROUP 

__ .,. .......... 

New York - Prine Minister Winston Churchill's statcnent in tho Houso of Coonons 

yosterdey on tho fonnation of a Jewish Brigade Group was hailed todey by Dr. 

Abba Hillel Silver ant Dr. StcJbmS. Wise, Co-Chairmen of the J\merican Zionist 

Emergency Council. In a cable sent on behalf of the Zionists of .America, Dr. 

Silver and Dr. Wise thanked Mr. Churchill for his "personal share" in bringing 

about the establishment of the Brigade Group. 

The text of the Zionist leaders' cable to Mr. Churchill follows: 

"Speaking on behalf of the Zionists of America, we wish to give O_».-. 

prossion to the deep grntificution evoked by the announcement of tho establish­

ment of the J Gwish Brigade Group. We thank you wannly for your personnl shnro 

in this decision, and desire to express also our appreciation of tho terms of 

your statement yesterd~ in the House of Com~ons in referring to the sufferings 

of European Jew:::y and to the noral justification for granting ropresentation to 

a distinctive ,10w:i sh formation which will participate in the final overthrow of 

tho Nazis. Wu tenter to you the oxprcssion of our deep respect and adnirn.tion. 11 

--30-
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1TOT TO BE :RELEASED UlJTIL 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12th 

NEW BOOK SHOWS CONGRESS IS OVERWHELMINGLY IN FAVOR OF ZIONIST PROGRAM 

..................... 

. DOCU.!ENTE .BJDOORD OF U. S. FRIElIDSHIP FOR JEWISH PALESTINE ISSUED TODAY 

New York - A volume containing endorsements of Jewish aspirations in Palestine 
I 

by more than 400 members of the Senate and House of Representatives - 77% of tho 

United Statos Coneross - was issued for the first time at a press conforonco here 

.todey by Dr. Abba Hillel ~ilvor, Executive Committee Chairman of tho .American 

Zionist Emergency Council. 

Entitled "America and Palestine, 11 the book, a 5O0-page volume, has been 

published and is boing distributed by the Council, which is loading tho drive to 

bring about the r0peal of tho British White Paper policy for Palestine and tho 

establishment of that country ae a froo and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

"America 1.nd Palostino" is a documented history of thu American Govern­

ment' a traditional policy of friendship for the Zionist progrrun from tho first 

World Wnr up to. the present time, Beginning with Prcsidont 'tlilson f o Declurr·tion 

in 1919 that "tho Allied nations, with the fullest concurronce of our Govornmont 

and people, ~ro ngroed that in Palostino shv..11 be lfdd tho foundations of a Jewish 

Commonwealth, 11 the book includes all official pronouncements on the :Palestine 

question by the Execut1 ve and Legislative branches of tho Am0rican Government up 

to and including the present administration. • It also contr:',ins etatomonts by mn.ny 

Governors, State Legislatures and prominent figures in Amoricn.n public life. , 

"This volume has great political and historical significance,tt Dr. Silver 

declared. "It will serve as a permanent record of the Seventy-Eighth Congrose' 

(more) 
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wholehearted endorsement of Zionist aims. Read.ors of this book - Govornm"nt 

officials ~nd the general public alike - cannot fnil to be impressed by thr viGo:tw 

ous tono of these statements by our electod repr0sentativos, and by tho f~ct thnt 
'I 

there is here remarkable agreement runong tho le~ders of both mc\jor politic~l 

parties," ho said. 

Recalling that in 1922 the Sixty-Seventh Congress of tho United States, by 

unanimous action, passed a Joint Resolution which dcclarod thnt "Tho United Stntes 

of America favors tho establishment in Pclestinc of a National Homo for the Jewish 

people, 11 Dr. Silver asserted that in Jraiuary and February of this your Congress 

r.10vod to refiffirm this traditional policy when Senators Robert F. Wagnor (D. ,N" Y.) 

and Robert A. Taft (R., Ohio) n.nd Rcprosontativos James A. Wright (D., Pn.) --.nd 

Ranulf Compton (R., Conn.) int roducod resolutions urging 11 Thr,t tho Uni t0d Stntos 

shall uso 1 ts good offices e.nd truce appropriate moc\auros to the end that the doc.rs 

of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of Jews into that country, and thn.t 

there shall be full opportunity for colonization, so that the Jewish people may 

ultimately reconstitut0 Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth." 

"While action on the Palestine resolutions was doforrod at tho request of 

the military, thoro can be n0 doubt thnt they will p:",SS overwhelmingly when the 

proper timo comes - and it is not far off now," Dr. Silver declared. 11 Certr.inly 

the hundreds of strong declar~tions contained in this book, which denounce tho 

restrictive policy of the British Whito Paper of 1939, which dcnnnd unrestricted 

immigr~tion of Jowa into l?clostine ru1d the establish.~ent there of n free and 

democratic Jewish Commonwealth -- these no~nificont utterancoa by A.moricafs states­

men ~re oloquont proof of Congress' desire to act as speedily as possible on this 

pressing question which affect a the future of an entire pooplc," he added. 

"America and Palestine" includes, in addition to tho statements by members 

of Congress, President Roosevelt's notable doclaration of March 9th that "The 

American Government has never given its approval to the Whito Pnpor of 1939 ••• and 

that when future decisions ~ro reached, full justice will bo dono to those who 

(more) 
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seek a Jewish National Home." 

Highlighted in the book are the pr&--Polestine planks included in the plat­

fonns of both the Republican and Democrati~ Parties. The plank ad~pted on June 27, 

1944 by the Republican National Convention reads as follows: 

"In erd.or to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men, 
women nnd children driven from ·their homos by tyranny, we call 
for the epening of Palestine to their unrestricted immigration 
and J.and ownership, so that in accordance with the full intent 
and purpose of the Balfour Declaration of 1917 o.nd tho Resolu­
tion ~fa Republican Congross in 1922, Palestine mey be con­
sti tutcd as a free and democratic Commonweal th~ •. " 

Tho Democratic National Convention included the following deolar-~tion in 

its platform three weoks later, on July 20th; 
. 

"We fav~r the epening ~f Palestine to unrestricted Jewish 
immigration and colonization, and such n policy as to result 
in the oate.blisbment there of a froe nnd democratic Jewish 
Commonwealth. 11 

The book ale~ contains the texts of resolutions. condemning the White Paper 
t 

policy and urging support for a Jewish Palestine which have boen passed by the 

Legislatures of nineteen states, eomprising ap-pro~imatcly 60% of the country 1s 

population. Those states are Alabama, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, 

Georgia, Illinois. Louisiana, i,w.ryland, Massachusetts, Missouri, New Jersey, New 

York, Pcnnsyl~nnia, Rhode I$lund, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia o.nd Washington. 

The following stateme~ts are typical of the hundreds of dcclarntions which 

members of Congr~ss authorized the .American Zionist Emergency Council to include 

in tho volume: 

Senator Owen Brewster (R., Mo.) - n ••• The complete unanimity of support 

for the Coolidge Ccnvention of 1924 between the United States and Great Britain, 

covering the guarantees made by Great Britain to tho United States concerning a 

Jewish .National Home in Palostiao indicates general recognition of the soundneee 

of the Zionist program •..• Two powerful and impelling motives combine to encourage 

American supPort for a Jewish National Home in Peiestine -- first, as n havon for 

persecuted Jews from other parts ~f tho world, nnd eecond, as a valuable assot in 

(more) 
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the development of American foreign policy." 

Senator Harry F. Byrd (D., Va.) - "I wish to express my interest in the 

movement to establish Palestine as a pennanent homeland for the Jews. In these 

years of unprecedented tragedy, the untold hardship and suffering of European 

Jewry, it is fitting, I think, that Jewish immigration bo allowed to continue into 

Palestine, whoro the Jews mey live as free men, with tho right to lifo, liberty 

and the pursuit of happiness. I am heartily in favor of this movement und shall 

support all proper measures toward tho development of Palestine us a Jewish 

National HomolMd." 

Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg (R., Mich.) -- "Thero co.n bo no doubt in 

anybody's mind regarding my nttitudc townrd the Jewish National Home in Palestine. 

I have long been ~esociatod with tho organizations supporting this groat objective. 

! continue to believe th~t the Jewish N~tionnl Home represents one of tho grontost 

of nll major ideru.s in international justice and humanity. Regardless of r['.Ce, 

religion or creed it cannot f ail to clnim t ho fideli ty of those who love their 

fellow men and who prey for peace with justice in this war-torn world. 11 

Senator Claude Pepper (D., Fla.) - "We are learning through ha.rd and 

bitter experience that peaoe is indivisible. We aro learning another lesson as 

well, that so long as freedom ia imperiled in any one po.rt of tho globe, it is 

threatened evorywhere. To this wo must now add the proposition that nution~l 

security, which is the logical outgrowth o.nd blessing of poaco and freedom is 

indivisible as well. So long as e:n.y group anywhere in the world suffors from tho 

inability to fulfill its destiny in nationhood, oo long shnll por.coful ['.Ild froe 

nationhood be threatened everywhere. Tho Jewish people have earned tho right to 

peaceful and free nationhood. They cannot be stopped from attaining it. 11 

Representative Joseph W. Martin, Jr. (House Minority Loader) - "Plain 

justice should prompt us to keep faith with tho Jewish people and ponnit the 

building of a Jewish homeland in Palestine. Following tho war tho Jewish people 

must find a haven where they can have h~ppiness n.nd security. Unquestionably 

(more) 
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Palestine will be tho one pl~ce capable of ~bsorbing l arge numbers. Pnlestine 

through years of preparation has been made ready for the emergency which now exists. 

It would be unfortunate if the great humanitarian movement which prompted its birth 

should be interrupted. We must not allow it to happen." 

Representati vo John W. McCormack (House Majority Leader) - 11 Indood, if over 

there was a need for a National Homo for the Jowish people, it is now when tons cf 

thousands of holploss men, women and childron are trying to escape with their lives 

from the diabolical massacre at Hitler 1s foul hands. Their entire hope is oontered 

on Palestine -- the land pledged to them as their National Home. I should like to 

rei terato the convictions which I have entertained for a long time thc.,t tho problom 

cf Jewish homelessness can nevor be solved right unless a place of equality and 

dignity is granted to the Jewish people through the r0constitution of P~lcstine ns 

a free B.L"'ld democratic Jewish Commonwealth. • •• II 

Representative Clare Boothe Luce (R., Conn.) - 11 ••• There is a ln.nd which 

historically belongs to the Jews, but wns lost to the military power of more 

aggressive nations. Now the Jews nre scattered all over tho world, their families 

broken by tho war, their spirits crushed by Nazi brut[1lity. Alone they do not hnve 

the strength to regain what is rightfully theirs. They must hl:.VO tho c..ctivo help 

of thoaewho, even though they hl;.ve never experienced homelessness, crill nt least 

understand, from the lesson of their forefathers, tho commondablo doeiro for 
. 

independence and freedom under a national fleg. It is hoped that this yonr, which 

begins so darkly for the Jews, will end with the first tnn6iblo hope that those 

unfortunate people have known •for centuries. It is to be hoped thnt tho splo __ did 

exrunplo of fortitude which the Jews hEwo set in this lost decade of incredible 

suffering will win them not just sympn.thi zers -- but supporters - □ em who will 

stand at their side in the struggle to attnin that one thing so cherishod by ~11 

mankind - a hon10. 11 

Representative George E. Outlnnd (D., Calif.) - 11 It is peculiarly fitting 

that Palestine Jowry should today be inn position to offer safety to persecuted 

(more) 
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Jews in Europe. It was in order to solve the mil l ennial problems of Jewish home-

lessness that the nations of the world detennined to re-establish a National Homo 

for the Jews in thetr ancient country, Palestine. The purpose of tho Palostino 

Mandato is still f ar from achieved. In the over-all aggregate of Jows admitted 

from Hitloi-dominatod Europe, little Palestine still stands ahend of our o~m 

country ••.• Ono cannot but feel its rel~tion to that other groat historic task 

which wo once before undertook, and which wo must at this moment reaffirm -- th~t 

of enabling tho Jewish people to resume a normnl process of living in n l ~ d of 

its own." 

-30-
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New York - More than 400 members of the United States Senate and House of Repre­

sentatives -- 77'%, of the 78th Congress - have gone on record in support of Jewish 

aspirations in Palestine, it was disclosed today by Dr, ~bba Hillel Silver, 

Executive Comnittee Chairman of the .American Zionist Emerg-ency Cruncil, who mr,de 

public the resu.l ts of a poll of Congressional opinion taken by the Council. 

Dr. Silver r~vealed that out of a total of 395 statements by memb0rs of 

Congress ,-;hich the Council was authorized to include in its book, "America raid 

Palestine," only 18 o.rc opposed to immediate action on the Pnlestinc question. 

Eight of these, however, approve Zionist aims. Sixteen ndditionnl endorsements 

of the Zionist program, not incl~ded in tbe book, bring the nwnbcr of Sunators 

- nnd Reprosentativt.:s ,,ho have gone on record in favor of n Jewish Pru.estino to 401, 

Dr. Silver pointed out. 

An analysis of the 395 statements published by the Council indic tes that 

support of the Zionist program is bi-partisan. The book contains statements by 

77 Senators, Of this number, 49 a.re Democrats, 27 a.re Republicans, and 1 is 

Progressive, Of the 318 Representatives wlx>S3 decl a rations appear in the voluroo, 

156 are Democrats, 159 are Republicans, 2 are Progressives and 1 is American 

Labor Party. 

On the basis of this expression ruld tho strong pro-Palestine planks 

adopted by the Republican and Democratic parties ut their national conventions, 

Dr. Silver colled for positive action by the nntionol Admini str~.tion to help 

liquidate the British White Paper of 1939, open the doors of Palestine to Jewil?h 

mass immigrati cn nnd the development of thnt country ns a free and deUK)crntic 

Jewish ComDXinwealth. 

·•A.tooricn ond Pale st1ne" is a 500-pnge volume whicb reccrds the S7lI1Pnthetic 
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position of Congress and which documents the traditional Ameri can policy of 

friendship for the Zionist program from World War I to the present day. The bo0k, 

which was made public by Dr~ Sil"'7'er today, has been published by the Council• 

which is leading the fight against the :British Hhi te Paper and for the 1'0-

establishment of Palestine as a Jewi ah Conmonweal th, 

These obj t Cti ves are embodiod in the Wagnor-Taft and Vright-Compton 

resolutions which have been pending in CongresB sinco tht.:ir introduction last 

February. Action on the s8 resolutions was dofurrod in the spring at thu r uq_uo st 

of the military authorities. 

Dr, Silver declared today that in vie w of the pro-Zionist planks included 

in the Republican and Democratic platforms, and in viev, of the statements by the 

Congressmen, "-there can be no dcubt that the resolutionn pending in Congress \fill 

pass overwhelmingly when the proper time comes - and tha.t time i s not far off, 11 

Dr. Silver pointed out tha t 11 the military situat i cn has changed radically since 

the spring. The war has moved awo.y, not only from the Nea r East, but nlmost from 

the whole lv!odi terrunean bnsin. 11 

11 Certn.inly1
11 he added, 11 these magnificent utterances by AmoriC ,"..n statesmen 

n.nd political ll-,..,ders, n.nd hosidcnt Roosevolt 1s nct::i.blo declnrntion of l&:i.rch 9th 

that lfull justic0 will be done t n tho s~ whc seek n Jewish National Hol1l:l ,, o.ro 

eloquent pror.f that the nation favors early action t c speed fulfillment r, f Jewish 

hopes in Pale s tine, They cc,nstitute a clear mandate t 0 the Government t ,, act 

positively und decisively in a ruatter which affects the future cf an entire 

people.. The tine f or such action is now." 

The recognition of the independence cf Syria and Lebanon, Dr, Sil~er 

pointed cut, did ne t wait for the end nf the war. "Decisions vitally affecting 

the future of tht> Near Ea.st art being Llade n0,·1 , but nc thing c f importa.nco has 

been done as yet regarding the problems c- f Europeo.n Jev1ry and the problem cf 

(me re) 
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Palestine, which are intimately related. Of the 75.000 certificates authorized 

under the White Paper, all but 10,000 have boon exhausted. Tho number of home­

loss and stateless Jewish refug~es in recently liberatod countri s who arc u~or 

to go to Palestine exceeds by far the 10,000 unused permits, and theso ru·o ouing 

doled out in driblets, The problem i.s becoming morE; acute daily as the A.lliod 

.A.rmios ad'7',.mcu. It cannot wait, 11 ht: addod. 

11 .America and Palustine11 includes all official pronouncemont~ on the Pales­

tine question by the Executive and Legislative branches of the .American Govern-

want up to and including the present ~dministration. ~t also contains the texts 

of resolutions condemning the White Faper policy and urging support for a Jcwi~h 

Pnlestine which huve been passed by th~ Lugiulatures of ninet&en states, comprising 

approximately 60C), of the country 1 s population. These states arc Alabama, Calif­

ornia, Colorado• Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Louisiruw., Maryland, 

Mn.ssachusetts, Missouri, New JerLey• Nuw York, Pennsylvaniat Rhode Islnnd, South 

Carolina, Texas, Virginia and Washington. 

The follo •, ing stntvments o.re typicru. of those nppoaring in the volume: 

Sena.tor 0mm Brewste::r (R, Mo.) -- 11 , •• The complete unanimity of uupport 

for the Coolidg t, Convention of 1924 between the United Statct1 nnd Grl,n.t Bri tnin 

covoring the gunrnntees Zill.ldo by Great Brita.in to the United st~tos concurning 

a Jewish Nn.tionnl Home in Palestine ind.icnto s goncrnJ. rocogni tion of tho sound­

nuss of thu Zionist program. •·• Two pow0rful nnd impulling motivos combine 

to encourngo American support for a Jewish Nationnl Home in ?nloutine -- fir: ,t, 

ni:; a hnv0n for persecuted Jews from other pnrts of thu world, ~d socr:,nd, no 

a 'Valuable as~et in the duvulopmcnt of Amurican foreign policy." 

(more) 



• 

Senat•r Harry F. Byrd (D., Va.) -- ur wish to express my interest in 

the movement to establish Palestine as a permanent homgla.nd for the Jews. In 

thes= years of unpreoedented tragedy, the untold hardship and suffering tf 

European Jewry, it is fitting, I think, that Jewish immigration be allowed to 

continue into Palestine, where the Jews may live as free men, with the rie,ht to 

life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. I am heartily in favor of this move­

ment and shall support all proper measures toward the development of Palestine 

as a Jewish National Homeland." 

Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg (R., Mich,) - "There can be no doubt in 

anybody1s mind regarding my attitude toward the Jewish Natioual Home in Pales .... 

tine. I have long been associated with the organizations aupporting this ereal 

objective. I continue to believe that the Jewish National Home represents one 

of the greatest of all major ideals in internntional justice and humanity. Re­

gardless of race, religion or creed it cannot f&il to claim the fidelity of 

those who love their fellow-men and who pray for peace with justice in this ,:o.r­

torn world." 

Senator Olnude Pepper (D., Fla.) - 11We o.re learning through hard nnd 

bitter experience that peace is indivisible. We are leo.rniug another lesson as 

well, that so long as freedom is imperiled in n.ny one po.rt of the globe, it is 

threatened everywhere. To this \':'e nnist now add the propoeition that nati onal 

security, which is the logical outgrowth and blessing of peaoe and freedom is 

indivisible as well. So lone as any group anywhere in the world suffers from 

the inability t o fulfill its destiny in nationhood, so long shnll penoeful and 

free nationhood be threatened everywhere. The Jewish people hu.ve enrned the 

right to petlOeful and free nationhood. !llley cannot be stopped from nttaining 

1 t. 11 

( riore) 
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Representative Joseph W. Martin, Jr. (House Minority Lender) -- 11Pln.in 

justioe should prompt us to keep faith with the Jewish people nnd permit the 

building of a Jewish homelnnd in Palestine. Following the war the Jewish peor)le 

mu.st find a ho.ven where they oan have happiness nnd seouri ty. Unquestionnbly 

Palestine will be the one plnce capable of nbsorbing lnrge numbers. Palestine 

through yen.rs of prepnrntion .hns been mnde rendy for the emergenoy whieh no\: ex­

ists. It would be unfortunate if the greD.t humani ta.rian movement which prompted 

its birth should ue interrupted. \Ve must not nllm7 it to happen. 11 

Representn ti ve Jol n W. McOormnck (House Majority Lender) .... - "Indeed, if 

ever there wns n need for n. Nntionn.l Home for the Jewish peoyile, it is now when 

tens of thousnnds of helpless rnen, vromen and ehildren nre trying to escape with 

their lives from the dinbolical mnssacre at Hitler's foul hands. Their entire 

hope is centered on Palestine -- the lnnd pledged to them as their National Home. 

I should like to rei ternte the eonvictions ,1hich I hnv entertained for n. lung 

time that the problem of Jewish homelessness can never be .;olved right unless n 

place of equti.li ty and dignity is granted to the Jewish people through the re-

constitution Gf Palestine as a free nnd democrn.tic Jewish Commonv,enlth. II • •• 

Representative Olnre Boothe Luce (R. 1 Oonn.) .... - "• .• There is n lnnd 

whioh historically belongs to the Jews, but wo.s lost to the military J)0\7er of 

more agt;ressive n·itions. Now the Jews Fl.l'e scnttered n.11 over the world, their 

families broken by the wnr, their spirits crushed by Nnzi brutnli ty. Alone they 

do not :tiave the strength to regnin v:hnt is rightfully th1:drs. They must have 

the ncti ve help of those who, even though they have never experienced homeless--­

ness, can nt lenst understand, frow the lesson of their forefathers, the commend­

able desire for independence nnd freedom 1mder a Ik'l.tional flng. It is hoped 

that this year• which begins so darkly for the Jews, will end vii th the first 

\angible hope thnt these unfort1ma.te people hnve known for centuries. It is to 

be hoped that the splendid example of fortitude which the Jews have set in this 

(ioore) 
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last decn.de of incredible suffering will win them not just sympn.thizers -- but 

supporters -- men who will stnnd at their sidQ in the struggle to nttain thnt 

one thing so cherished by o.11 mankind -- a home. 11 

Representative George E. Outland (D., Calif.) -- 11 It is peculinrly 

fitting thnt Palestine Jevrry should todey be inn position to offer snfety to 

persecuted Jews in Europe. It wns in order to solve the millennio.l problems of 

Jewish homelessnese thri.t the nations of the world determined to re-estnblish a 

Nntiono.l Home for the Jews in their ru1cient country, Pnlestine. The purpose of 

the Pt1.lestine Mandnte is still fnr from achieved. In the over-nll aggregate of 

Jews :idmitted from Hitler-dominated Europe, little Palestine still stnnds n.hen.d 

of our mm country. , .. One cannot but feel its reln.tion to that other great 

historie task which we onoe before undertook• n.nd which we must r-it this moment 

reaffirm ... _ that of ennbling the Jewish J>eople to resume n. normal process of 

living in o. land of its ovm. 11 

#,110 - 10/12/44 
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lTOT TO :SE 'REL~IDJTIL 
Th-uRSDAY. ~:BER 1-,,th 

NEW BOOK SHOWS CONGRESS IS OVERWHELMINGLY IN FAVOR OF ZIONIST PROGRi~ 

........... ..., -- ....... 

. DOCUMENTlID RECORD OF U. S. FRIElIDSHIP FOR JEWISH PALESTINE ISSUED TODAY 

_.,. ___ ... ~ 

New York - A volume containing endorsements of Jewish aspirations in Palestine 

by more than 400 members of the Se~ate and House of Representatives - 77% of tho 

United States Congress - was issued for the first time at a prcos conference hero 

_todey by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Executive Comr.iittoo Chairman of tho .American 

Zionist Emergency Council. 

Entitled "America and Palestine," the book, a 600-page volume, has been 

published and. is being distributed by the Council, which is loading tho drive to 

bring about the ropoal of tho British White Paper policy for Palestine and tho 

establishment of that country as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

11.Amorica ;_,nd Palestine" is a documented history of thu Amoricrm Govern­

ment' a traditional policy of friendship for tho Zionist program from tho first 

World War up to the pre~ent time. Beginning with Prosidont Vilson•a Declar&tion 

in 1919 that "the Allied nations, with the fullest concurrence of our Go:tlornmor.t 

and people, cro ~eroed that in Palestine shcll be laid the foundations of a Jowish 

Commonwealth," ihe book includes all official pronouncements on the Palestine 

question by the Executive and Legislative branches of tho American Government up 

to and including the present administration. It also cont c>,ine atatomonts by mo.ny 

Govornors, State Legislatures and prominent figures in Amorican public life. 

"This volume has great political and historical significance," Dr. Silver 

declared. "It will serv as a permanent record of the Seventy-Eighth Congress' 

(more) 
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wholehearted endorsement of Zionist aims. Roadors of this book - Governm ,nt 

offici als and the general public alike - cannot fail to bo impressed by the vigor­

ous tono of thoso stntoments by our elected reprosentativcs, and by tho f Qct th~t 

there is hero remarkable ngrceme·,.t runong tho lenders of both mnjor politicr'..l 

parties, ti he said. 

Recalling that in 1922 the Sixtyi-Seventh Congress of tho United States, by 

unanimous action, pnesod a Joint Resolution which declared that "Tho Unitod Stntes 

of Ameri en f avors the establishment in Pclestine of a National Home for the Jcwi sh 

people, ti Dr. Silver asserted that in Jnnu,nry and February of this your Congress 

Moved to rorffirm this traditional policy when Senators Robert F. Wagnor (D.,N.Y.) 

and Robert A. Tuft (R., Ohio) and Reproaontativos James A. Wright (D., Pn.) md 

Ranulf Compton (R., Conn.) introduced r esoluti ons urging 11 Thr,t tho Unit0d Stat os 

shall uso its good offices and talce a}?J:) roprinto mo [\,suros to the end that the doors 

of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of Jews into that country, and that 

there shall be full opportunity for colonization, so that the Jewish people may 

ultimately re constitute Fales tine as a free and democratic Jowish corru;1onworu. th. 11 

"While action on the Palestine resoluti ons was doforrod at tho request of 

the mill t ary, thoro can be n0 doubt thnt they will p "..ss ovcn,-.,holmingly when th0 

proper timo comes - and 1 t is not far off now," Dr. Sil vor declared. 11 Cort £'.inly 

the hundreds of strong declar~tions cont ained in this book, which donounco tho 

rostrictivc policy 0f the British Whito Paper of 1939, which doonnd unrestricted 

immigrnti on of Jowe into FnJ.catino And the establish.Jent there of n free and 

democratic Jewish Commonwealth--. these r.1ngnificont utterances by Amoricats s tntos­

mcn ~ro eloquent proof of Congress' desire to act as S?eedily as possible on this 

pressing question which affects the future of an cmtiro people," ho added. 

"America and Palestine" includes, in addition to tho statements by members 

of Congress, President Roosevelt's notablG doclarntion of March 9th that "Tho 

American Govornmont has novor given its approval to the Whito Pnpor of 1939 ••• and 

that when future decisions ~ro reached, full justice will bo dono to thoso who 

(moro) 
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seek a Jewish National Home. 11 

Highlighted in the book are the pro.Palestine planks included in the plat­

forms of beth the Republican and Democrati~ Parties. The plank adopted on June 27, 

1944 by the Republican National Convention reads as follows: 

"In erd0r to givo retu.ge to millions of distressed Jewish men, 
women nnd children driven from ·their homos by tyranny, we call 
for the epening of Palestine to their unrestricted immigration 
and land owner.ship, Bo that in accordance with the full intent 
and purpose of the Balfour Declaration of 1917 o.nd tho Resolu­
tion ~fa Republican Congroes in 1922, Palestine mey bo con­
stituted as a free oad democratic Commonwealth, •• " 

Tho Dom~eratic National Convention included tho following declar~tion in 

its platform three weeks later, on July 20th: 

"We favor the epening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish 
immigration and colonization, and such a policy as to rosult 
in the csteblisbment there of a free and democratic Jewish 
Commonwealth." 

The book also contains the texts of resolutions. condemning the White Paper , 

policy and urging supp~rt for a Jewish Palestine which have been passed by tho 

Legislatures of nineteen statos, comprising a.pproxirnatoly 60% of the country 1s 

population. These states are Alabama, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, 

Georgia, Illinois, Louisiana, Uaryland, Massachusetts, Missouri, New Jorsoy, New 

York, PcMeylvnnia, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia o.nd Washington. 

The following statcme~te are typical of the hundreds of doclarRtions which 

members of Congress ~uthorized the Amorican Zionist Emergency Council to include 

in tho volume: 

Senator Owen Brewster (R., Mo.) - n ••• The complete unanimity of support 

for the Coolidge Convention of 1924 between the United States and Great Britain, 

covering the guarantees made by Great Britain to tho United States concerning a 

Jewish -National Home in Palosiino indicates general recognition of the soundnces 

of the Zionist progrmn •..• Twe p0werful n.n.d impelling motives combine to encournge 

American supPort for a Jewish National Home in Feiestine ~- first, as a haven for 

persecuted Jews from other parts ef tho world, and second, us a valuable asset in 

(more) 
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the development of .American foreign policy. 11 

Senator Harry F. Byrd (D., Va.) - 11 ! wish to express my interest in the 

movement to establish Palestine as v. pennnnent homeland for the Jews. In these 

years of unprecedented tragedy, the untold hardship and suffering of European 

Jowry, it is fitting, I think, that Jewish immigration bo allowod to continue into 

Palestine, where the Jews mey live as fruo mon, with tho right to life, liberty 

and the pursuit of happiness. I am hoartily in favor of this movomont r'..Ild shn.11 

support all proper measures town.rd tho development of Po.lostino as n. Jewish 

National Homolruid." 

Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg (R., Mich.) -- "Thero cnn bo no doubt in 

anybody 1s mind rogarding ny ~ttitude tow~rd tho Jewish Nntion~l Homo in Pnlostino. 

I hnvo long been rssociatod with the orgnniz~tions supporting this groat objective. 

I continue to bolievo tho.t tho Jcwi sh N,.tion, J. Homo roprosonta one of tho gren.tcst 

of nll major idor,ls in intorne.tional justice r-.nd hur.mnity. Regardless of r[',CC, 

religion or creed it cnnnot f P-il to clo.ir:1 tho fidelity of those who love their 

fellow men and who pray for peace with justice in this war-torn ·world. 11 

Senator Claude Pepper ( D. , Fla.) - 11 We e.re lenrning through ht-trd and 

bitter experience that peace is indivisible. We arc learning another leGson as 

well, that so long ~s freedom is imperiled in any one p~rt of tho globe, it is 

thren.tened everywhere. To this we must now add the proposition thnt n8.tion,':'.l 

security, which is tho logiccl outgrowth ~d blessing of poqce nnd fr adorn is 

indi visible ns well. So long as any group t1..IlY"!hero in the ,;rorld suffers from tho 

inability to fulfill its destiny in nationhood, so long aho..ll por.coful 0-"ld free 

nationhood be throatcned overywhorc, The Jewish people have earned the right to 

peaceful and free nationhood. They cannot be stopped from attaining it." 

Representative Joseph W. Martin, Jr. (House Minority Leader) - "Plain 

justice should prompt us to keep faith with tho Jewish people and pennit tho 

building of a Jewish homellllld in Palestine. Following the war tho Jewish pcq>lc 

must find a haven where they can have h~ppiness o.nd security, Unquestionably 

(more) 
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Palestine will be tho one plcce capable of ~bsorbing l arge numbers, Palestine 

through years of prepo.ration has been made rendy for the emergency which now P-xists. 

It would be unfortunate if the great humanitarian movement which prompted its birth 

should be interrupted. We must not allow it to happen." 

Representative John W. McConnack (House Majority ,Leader) - "Indood, if ovor 

there was a need for a Nattonal Home for the Jewish people, it is now whon tens of 

thousands of holploss men, women and childron are trying to escape with thoir lives 

from the diabolical massacre at Hitler 1s foul hands. Their entire hope is centered 

on Palestine -- the land pledged to them as their National Home. I should like to 

reiterate the convictions which I havo entertained for a long time that the problom 

ef Jewish homelessness can never be solved right unless a place of equality and 

dienity is granted to tho Jewish people through the reconstitution of P~lostine as 

a freo and democratic Jewish Commonwealth •..• " 

Reprosentativo Claro Boothe Luce (R., Conn.) - 11 , •• There is a lnnd which 

historically belongs to the Jews, but was lost to the military power of more 

aggressive nations. Now the Jews ur0 scattored ell over the world, their frunilies 

broken by the war, their spirits crushed by Nazi brutality. Alono they do not hnve 

the strength to retain what is rightfully thoirs. They must hl'..VO tho o.ctive help 

of those who, even though they hn.ve never experienced homolossness, cri.n nt least 

understand, from the lesson of their forefathers, tho commondBblo dosiro for 

indopendonce and freedom under a national flag. It is hoped that this yoar, which 

begins so darkly for the Jews, will end with the first truigible hopo that those 

unfortunute people have known for centU:rios. It is to bo hopod thnt tho splendid 

example of fortitude which the Jows hrwe set in this loot dcca.do of incredible 

suffering will win them not just sympnthizors -- but supporters - men who will 

stand at their side in the struggle to attain that one thing so cherished by rtll 

mankind - a homo. 11 

Representative George E. Outland (D,, Calif.) -- 11 It is peculiarly fitting 

that Palootine Jowry should today be in a position to offer safoty to porsocutcd 

(more) 
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Jews in Europe. It was in order to solve the mill ennial problems of Jewish home-

lessness that the nations of the world determined to re-establish a National Home 

for the Jews in their ancient countrJ, Palestine. nie pur-pose of tho Palestine 

Mandate is still far from achieved. In the over-all aggregate of Jews ndmittcd 

from Hitler-dominated Europe, little Palestine still stands ahead of our own 

country ••.• One cannot but fcei its reletion to that other groat historic task 

which wo once before undertook, and which we must at this moment reaffirm -- thnt 

of enabling tho Jewish people to resume a normnl process of living inn lnnd of 

its own. 11 

#110 - 10/12/44 



PRESS RELEIISE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Assod,alea Organizatfo»s: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 
342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-ll<iO 

i'OR :p,IJJEDIATE BELEASE 

:SEN GURlON RAILS ROOS&VELT 1S "HISTORIC .DECLARATION11 

FAVORING JEWISH COMMJNWEALTH 

................ 
JEWISH AGENCY HEAD CONGBATULA.TBS D!{. SlLVER AND DR. \iISE 

New York - Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Stephens. Wise, co-chairroon of the 

American Zionist Emergency Council. today received the n sincerest congratulations" 

of the Executive of the Jewish Agency for Palestine and of the Jewish colllllWlity of 

Palestine for President Roosevelt 1s .. historic declaration" of October 15th, 1944 

favoring the establtshment of Palestine as a fr-ce and demcratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

Cabling to Dr. Silver . and Dr. Wisc from Jerusalem. David :Ben Gurion, chairman 

of the Executive o~ the Jewish .Agency, expressed the nope that the iresident 1s 

statement is "the voice _of the ,American conscience and sense o.f justice, which may 

soon become the voice of entire civilized humanity. 

"~erican Zionism deserves well oi' the Jewish people. I hope you both and 

all ~~tends wiil live to see the fulfillment of this declaration," Mr. :Ben Gur1on 1s 

cable concluded. 

The text of the cable follows; 

'' Sincerest congratulations of the Executive of the Jewish Agency and of the 
Jewish community of Palestine for the historic declaration by your great President 
favoring unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization and a policy resulting in 
the establishment of a f,:-ee and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. l t .1-u.st this to be 
the voice of the .American conscience and sense of justice which may soon become the 
votce of entire civilized humanity. Ameficnn Zionism deserves well of the Jewish 
people. I hope yo~ both and all friends wiil live to see the fulfillment of this 
declaration. n 

•-30--
fll6 - 10 /24/ 44 
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- r PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Assod11letl Org1111izt11io,u: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassab • Mizracbi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-11(,() 

FOR IMMEDIATE BELEASE 

ELEVEN GOVEIU10RS ACT TO COMMEMORATE 

BALFOUR DECLARATION ANlUVEBS.tt,RY 

-- - ........ -
NOVEMBER 2ND PROCLAIMED "PALESTINE D.AY" IN SOME STATES; 

DEWEY ISSUES STATEMENT 
______ ..., 

New York - Eleven governors have taken action to commemorate the twent~seventh 

anniversary of the issuanco of the Balfour Declaration which takes place on 

November 2nd, 1944, it was announced today by tho American Zionist ~ergency 

Council. 

The Council disclosed that five governors have proclaimed November 2nd 

ff Palestine Day" in their states, and six others, including Governor Thomns E. Dowey 

of New York, the Republican candidate for the Prosidency, have issued statomonts 

on the anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, which pledged the r&-itestablishment 

of the Jewish National Home in Palestine. 

Proclamations have been issued by Governor Sam C. Ford of Montana, Govornor 

Matthew M. Neely of West Virginia, Governor Herbert R, 0 1Conor of Maryland, 

Governor Henry F. Schricker of Indiana end Governor John c. Vivian of .Oolora.do. 

Statements on the anniversary of tho Balfour Declaration have boon issuod 

by Governor Raymond E. Baldwin of Connectiaut, Governor Roberto. Blood of New 

Hampshi~e, Go~ernor Colgate w. Darden, Jr. of Virginia, Governor Dewey, Governor 

Walter Edge of New Jersey and Governor Edward Martin of Pennsylvania. 

(more) 



Governor Dewey• s statement said that "it is now manifest that a way 

mst be found speedily to open the doors of Palestine. The solution is not 

the concern of a class or a group or of merely one or two nations. The 

spectre of hundreds of thousands of homeless Jews is 0bviously quite incom­

patible with our aims of establishing a lasting poaco with justice f or nll. 

11 The splendid acccmplisbments cf the intelligent and indefatigable 

picrieers whc wrought such marvels in establishing the Jewish Home in the 

Holy Land has earnod for all the Jewish poople of the world the right to an 

cpen door in Palestine," Governor Dewey declared. 

Asserting that "the reestablishment of Palestine as a Jewish Comm::n­

Wealth is long overdue and is indeed the hopo of Europe 1s uprcc ted and hunted 

people cf this race," Governor Martin added in his statement that 11 the 

Commonwealth cf :Pennsylvania is vitally interested in having its vo1ce record­

ed in favor cf the fulfillment of the Ccmmcnweal th in Palestine." 

"Every fair and open-..minded American necessarily will rejoice when 

these hara ssed and destitute victims of tytanny and oppression are permitted 

to establisll a home and cor.ununity life of their own," Governor Edge declared. 

0 With1n recent ruonths Arooricrais in all wolks of life, including a 

large maj ority of members of Ccngress, have reaffiroed .Araorica• s trndi tional. 

policy of friendship fer the aspirations of the Jews regarding Palestine, 11 

Governor Ford asserted. 11 It is therofore fitting that the sentiments of the 

~erican people concerning this question should be given the widest possible 

expression on the coming anniversary of the Bal.four Declaraticn ••• Widespread 

observance of tho occasicn will give renewed hope to Eu.rcpe 1s uproc tod and 

hunted Jews who look to Palestine for salvatioq., 11 he added. 

In his proclamntion Governor Neely recomt.10nded to the people of West 

Virginia that qPalest1ne Day'' be observed 11by an earnest endflo.vor to increase 

public sentiment in favor of the early and complete redenption of the · :Balfour 

(trro) 
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Declaration, to the end that through its operation may be consummated all ibe 

blessings which it was designed to afford and for which the Jews have long ond 

devoutly pr~ed." 

11 The &lfou.r Deelaration nust be fulfilled, and Palestine re--established 

as a free and democratic Jewish nation," Governor Vivion declared in his pro­

Clrunation. "In rocent months .AnPrica has spoken in clenr and unmistakable terms 

on this vital question. Endorsements of the movement to reconstitute Palestine 

as a Jewish Comnvnwealth have been issued by the President, Governor Thomas E. 

Dewey, a substantial. majority of tho members of both Houses of Congress, and 

by both the Democratic and Republicoo parties, ~eting in national convention .... 

Justice nust be done to the Jews, 11 he said. 

Governor 0 1Conor pointed out that 11 an expression of sentiment from the 

.Aioorican people on this question at this ti~ will be of inestimable help 

towards the maintenance of the morale of Europe I s unfortunate Jews who look 

to Palestine for their salvation. 11 

-30-
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PALESTINE DAY 
November Second 

Nineteen Hundred Forty - Four 



,\IU HUR IA \II~ B \I.FO UR 

T I I I~ I~ ,\ I.J 1~ 0 L R 

l)F_.J( 1.JA RAl ~lO N 

, ovembcr '.2, I 17 

Dear Lord Roth..,child, 

I have much plea<;urC in co1we 1 ing to 'OU on behalf 

of Hi.., 1aje ·ty' • Covcrnmcnt the folio in° declaration 

of sympathy with Jewi-;h Zionist aspirations, which ha 

heen submitted to and approved b the a bi net: 

l 1i 1aje..,ty\ ;overnment view with favour th· 

establishment in Palestine of a national home for the 

Jewish people, and \! ill u-;e their he-;t endeavours to 

facilitate the ad1ievcment-; of thi-; object, it I eing ·!early 

under<.tooc.l that nothing shall be done which ma pre­

iuc.lice the civil anc.l religiou.., right.., of e ·i<.ting non­

Jcwi-.,h Lommunitie-, in Palestine or the rights and politi ­

cal statu.., cnjo ed b Jews in any other countr . 

I ... hould he grateful i nu would bring this D ·clara­

tion to the knowledge of the Zioni ·t J-cc.lerati n. 

Your · sin er 1 I 

-



PA L,l-12STI NE 

o v c 111 be r S c c· o n d 

N i n c l c c n I I u n cl r c d I~" o r l y - F o u r 

·r1 IE AMERICAN ZIONIST' EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

:14 2 J\tl a cl i 1m n Avenue, e w York I 7, . Y. 



PA I_J E ST I N E l)AY 

1944 

On ovember 2, 1944-the twcnt - c.; vcnth anniv r-

ary of th i uan c of the Balf ur De laration-th' 

American pe pie reaffirm d our country'i; traditional 

policy of upport for the Jcwi. h p opl ' · ff rts to 

recon titute Pale. tine ac.; a free and democratic Jcwi h 

Commonwealth. 

On that day ore of editorial appeared in leading 

new paper of the nati n calling for the fulfillment of 

the histori pledge made to the Jewi h pc pl . tirring 

ma rallie demanded d finitiv action on the Palestine 

que tion in conformity with the true intent an<l purpo 

of the Balfour Declaration. The e gr at outpouring f 

entiment made Balfour Day, 1 44, a truly hi tori 

occa i n. 

Particularly ignificant wa the fact that twenty-tw 

tate of the Union acted to commemorate Balfour Day. 

The proclamation. and statement made hy the g v­

ernor of the e state. are reproduced here. They erve 

a a permanent re ord of America' <let rmination that 

ju tice be done to the Jong- uffering Jewi h people. 



Cfxtcutibe ettice 
16,tntc 1t,ou sc 

l}l)oenix, ~ti}onn 

J .rnrlamattnu 
PALESTINE DAY 

SIDNEY P . OSBORN 

GOVERNOR 

WHEREAS, November second, 1944, is the twenty-seventh anniver­
sary of the issuance of the Balfour Declaration, setting aside 
Palestine as a haven for persecuted and oppressed Jewish people in the 
countries of Europe; and 

WHEREAS, the Jewish people have, during the past three decades, 
built a progressive and flourishing civilization in the land of Pales­
tine; and 

WHEREAS, the American people are deeply appreciative of the role 
played in our common life by the Jewish people, both materially and 
culturally, 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Sidney P. Osborn, Governor, do hereby desig­
nate and proclaim November second, 1944, as PALESTINE DAY in Arizona, 
urging upon our fellow citizens due recognition of the contribution of 
the Jewish people to the cause of democracy, peace and progress. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the Great Seal of the State of Arizona to be 
affixed this First day of November, in the year of Our 
Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-four. 

GOVERNOR 



STATE OF COLORADO 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

Jrnrln_mattou 

PALESTINE DAY 

JOHN C . VIVIAN 

GOV RNOR 

We would take this occasion, the twenty-seventh anniversary of 
the issuance of the Balfour Declaration, to remind those who will be 
charged with the task of reconstructing a better world order, that 
justice must be done to the Jews. 

The pioneers who have contributed to the success of the greatest 
contemporary colonizing achievement, the upbuilding of the Jewish 
National Homeland in Palestine, have given ample proof to the world 
that the Jews of Europe are entitled to take their rightful place in a 
world society, as a creative people in a land of their own. 

In recent months America has spoken in clear and unmistakable 
terms on this vital question. Endorsements of the movement to recon­
stitute Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth have been issued by the 
President, Governor Thomas E. Dewey, a substantial majority of the 
members of both Houses of Congress, and by both the Democratic and 
Republican parties, meeting in national convention. 

The Balfour Declaration must be fulfilled, and Palestine 
re-established as a free and democratic Jewish nation. 

THEREFORE, I, John C. Vivian, as Governor of the State of 
Colorado, do hereby proclaim November 2, 1944, as 

PALESTINE DAY 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereto set my hand and caused the 
Executive Seal of the State of Colorado, to be hereunto affixed, at 
Denver, this Twenty-sixth day of October, A. D. 1944. 

Governor of Colorado 



STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS 

HARTFORD 

@,f atrmrttt 

RAYMOND E BALDWIN 

GOV RNOR 

Twenty-seven years ago, on November 2, 1917, Arthur 
James Balfour, British Foreign Secretary, issued a 
declaration favoring the establishment of a national home for 
the Jewish people in Palestine. 

This is a sound proposal and during the intervening 
years progress has been made in working toward that goal. 

Since the start of the present conflict in Europe 
millions of innocent Jews have been murdered, persecuted and 
driven from their homes. Many have become refugees as the 
result of fiendish orders of the diabolic Hitler. This has 
been the reward of Jews for their many contributions to 
civilization. 

These wrongs can never be righted completely, for we 
cannot bring the dead back to life, but something can and 
must be done for the countless homeless Jewish refugees now 
scattered all over war-torn Europe. That is the promotion of 
better and greater opportunities for Jews in Palestine. 

Plans should be carefully prepared now for submission 
to the Peace Conference, when the question of homeless 
minorities is considered, so that the urgent problem may 
receive the earliest consideration nd facilities for a home­
land in Palestine extended. 

The Balfour document was a promise of good faith to 
the Jews. 

This promise should be kept. 

Governor 



SPRINGFIELD 

ILLINOIS 

~tatrmrut 

The twenty-seventh anniversary 

of the issuance of the Balfour declaration, 

which pledged the re-establishment of a 

Jewish state in Palestine, occurs November 2. 

Jews throughout the world will mark this 

anniversary as a milestone in their long 

struggle for freedom and security. 

Americans instinctively sympathize 

with Jewish aspirations for a national home, 

a commonwealth of their own. I gladly commend 

the appropriate observance of this anniversary 

to cordial public attention. 

GOVERNOR 

DWIGHT H . GREEN 

GOVERNOR 
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STATE OF INDIANA 
INDIANAPOLIS 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

B,tatrmrttt 

HENRY F . SCHRICKER 

G OV RNO R 

Twenty-seven years ago, on Nov. 2, 1917, Arthur James Balfour, British 
Foreign Secretary, issued a declaration on behalf of his government to the Jewish 
people. The contents of that communication, written in the midst of war, h d 
been carefully considered not only by Britain, but all the Allied Powers, among 
them the United States . 

Relying upon this Declaration, Jewish pioneers and Jewish capital streamed 
into Palestine with the result that the Holy Land which, for countless centuries, 
had remained a backward, swampy and forlorn wilderness, is today a thriving and 
progressive country and a bastion of democracy in the Middle East. The Jewish 
National Home is beginning to take shape. There can be no doubt, also, that the 
"existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine," Arab and others, have greatly 
benefited from the constructive achievements of their Jewish neighbors. 

During the interval between the issuance of the B· lfour Declaration and the 
present tragic state of the world, much has happened to the Jews. The rise of 
Hitler was accompanied by the most ferocious and barba ric persecution of the Jews 
since the Middle Ages, and at a time when it w s necessary to open wide the gates 
of Palestine to the Jews of Europe they were unjustly barred in pursuance of a 
mistaken policy of Arab appeasement. 

I would take this occasion, the twenty-seventh anniversary of the 
issuance of the Balfour Declaration, to remind those who will be charged with the 
task of reconstructing a better world order out of the debris of this conflict, 
that justice be done to the Jews. They have served as the barometer of Nazi 
barbarism, and they will serve as the barometer of justice and democracy. 

The pioneers who have contributed to the success of the greatest contempo­
rary colonizing achievement - the upbuilding of the Jewish National Homeland in 
Palestine - have given ample proof to the world that the Jews of Europe are 
qualified for something better than persecution and suffering; that they are 
entitled to take their rightful place in a world society as a creative people in 
a land of their own. The magnificent contributions made by Palestine Jewry to the 
war against the Axis should be remembered now, when the Peace is approaching . 

In recent months America has spoken in clear and unmistakable terms on 
this vital question. Forthright endorsements of the movement to reconstitute 
Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth have been issued by President Roosevelt. 
There can be no doubt as to the sentiments of the American people on this matter 
-- the Balfour Declaration must be fulfilled, and Palestine reestablished as a 
free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

' 
./2.._.-,ir-~~ ..... .-c-c.-.,,,. 

Governor of Indi na 
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STATE OF IOWA 

DES MOINES 

Jrnrlamatinu 

> 
'-

BOURKE B . HICKENLOOPER 

GOVERNOR 

WHEREAS, on November 2, 1944 Jews throughout the world will 
commemorate the 27th anniversary of the issuance of the Balfour Declar­
ation which pledged the reestablishment of the Jewish National Home in 
Palestine, and 

WHEREAS, there exists America 's traditional policy of friend­
ship for Jewish aspirations in Palestine and that friendship and sympathy 
has been enlivened by the plight of thousands of Jewish refugees who 
have been cruelly uprooted in Europe and who look to Palestine as a refuge 
and a haven in which to rebuild shattered lives, and 

WHEREAS, Americans are conscious of a responsibility toward 
their fellowmen and particularly to those who now suffer the effects of 
barbarous persecution, 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, B. B. Hickenlooper, Governor of Iowa, hereby 
proclaim November 2, 1944 as 

PALESTINE DAY 

I call upon the people of Iowa to join with their Jewish 
neighbors and friends in observance of the day and to renew their interest 
in the advancement of the cause which that observance signifies. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
Great Seal of the State of Iowa to be affixed. 

Done at the Capitol, in the City of Des Moines, 
on this Second Day of November, in the Year of 
our Lord, Nineteen Hundred and Forty-four. 

GOVERNOR 



.,. 

STATE OF MAINE 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

AUGUSTA 

§tat.em.rut 

The plight of the countless thousands of Jewish 
refugees in Europe can but arouse the deepest sympathy 
of us all. 

It is our earnest hope here in America that they may 
find a haven in which to rebuild their shattered lives in 
Palestine. 

The creative work of Palestine Jewry in their efforts 
to build a national home merits the highe s t praise and the 
most sympathetic support. May it be remembered and furthered 
in the making of the peace. 

It is my sincere hope that the American people will do 
all in their power to see that the Balfour Declaration is ful­
filled and that Palestine become a free and democratic nation. 

Sumner Sewall 

SUMNER SEWALL 

GOVERNOR 



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 

J rnrlama tinu 

"PALESTINE DAY" -- NOVEMBER 2, 1944 

HERBERT R . O'CONOR 
GOV RNOR 

WHEREAS, Jewish people throughout the world will co~nemorate on 
November 2, the twenty-seventh anniversary of the issuance of the 
Balfour Declaration, which pledged the reestablishment of the Jewish 
National Home in Palestine, and 

WHEREAS, during recent months Americans from many walks of life, 
including members of both houses of Congress, have reaffirmed 
America's oft-expressed policy of friendship and sympathy for Jewish 
aspirations in Palestine, and, 

WHEREAS, an expression of sentiment from the American people on 
this question at this time will be of inestimable help towards the 
maintenance of the morale of Europe's unfortunate Jews who look to 
Palestine for their salvation, 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, HERBERT R. O'CONOR, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me as Governor do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 2, as 
"PALESTINE DAY" in Maryland and express the hope that Jewish aspira­
tions in this regard will be realized in the not too distant future. 

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of 
Maryland . Done at the city of Annapolis this 25th 
day of October, in the year of our Lord, one thousand 
nine hundred and forty-four. 



THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

STA TE HOUSE. BOSTON 

§tatrmrut 

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL 

G OVERNOR 

In the midst of the First World War, on the second day of November, 1917, 
His Majesty's Government of Great Britain, with the approval of all allied 
governments, issued a declaration in favor of the establishment in Palestine of 
a National Home for the Jewish people. This declaration was a matter of profound 
interest not only to the Jewish people but to all mankind. It was in accord 
with the highest dictates of humanity and the loftiest principles of justice 
that at long last the Jewish people be granted an opportunity to restore their 
National life in the ancient land of their forefathers. 

This declaration received the official approval of the United States of 
America when the 67th Congress unanimously adopted a resolution on September 11, 
1922, "in favor of the establishment in Palestine of a National Home for the 
Jewish people." Thus recognition has thereby been given to the historic connec­
tion of the Jews with Palestine and to the grounds for reconstituting their 
National Home in that country. 

During the last twenty-five years, the Jewish people more than justified 
the expectation of their well-wishers in Palestine. The Jewish achievements in 
Palestine have been remarkable. They have turned sand dunes into orange groves. 
They have pushed ever farther into waste land the frontiers of cultivation and 
settlement. 

Today, under the lash of the Nazis ghastly persecution, their eagerness to 
return to their homeland is multipled. The tragedy of a people who have no 
country has never been so deep as it is today. The sympathy of the people of 
Massachusetts, their eagerness to do everything they can to help the persecuted 
Jews in Europe, has never been so firm as it is today. 

We recall with profound appreciation the great contribution made by the 
Jews of Palestine to the war effort of the United Nations. They shall no longer 
be the forgotten people. 

We behold in our vision the rebirth of the Jewish people on the banks of 
the Jordan where a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth will be established 

' granting the Jewish people a place of equality and dignity in the family of the 
peace loving nations of the world. 

Therefore, I urge the people of Massachusetts to join Nov. 2 in the 
observance of "Palestine Day." 

Governor of Massachusetts 



~TATE OF ~II<'JIJ(;A~ 

1<:XE( ' l ' Tl\'f<: ()FFt< ' f<: 

I..\X~IX(; 

8'tatemeut 

On November 2, 1944, Jewish people throughout the 
world will commemorate the twenty-seventh anniversary of the 

Balfour Declaration, which pledged the re-establishment of a 
Jewish national home in Palestine. 

The contribution of this persecuted race to the 

advancement of modern civilization is too great ever to be 

reckoned or repaid. Their latest affliction at the hands of 

Adolph Hitler and his gangster cohort s i s only one episode in 

a centuries-long history of injustice and suffering. 

Nevertheless, in spite of their trials, the Jewish 

people have remained undaunted and unsubdued. They have 
earned the respect and gratitude of men of good will all over 

the world. The conscience of humanity demands the re-estab­

lishment of their traditional national home. 

Governor 

HARRY F . KELLY 

GOV RNOR 
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"PALESTINE DAY" 

SAM C FORD 

GOVE RNOR 

On the second day of November Jews throughout the world are 
going to commemorate the twenty-seventh anniversary of the issuance of 
the Balfour Declaration, which pledged the re-establishment of the 
Jewish national home in Palestine. 

Within recent months Americ ns in all walks of life, including 
a large majority of members of the Congress, have reaffirmed America's 
traditional policy of friendship for the aspirations of the Jews 
regarding Palestine. It is therefore fitting that the sentiments of 
the American people concerning this question should be given the 
widest possible expression on the coming anniversary of the Balfour 
Declaration. 

To this end I desire to call the attention of the people of 
Montana to the second day of November, designating it as "Palestine 
Day" in this State, and suggesting that it be observed by all those who 
are in sympathy with the aspirations of the Jews. Widespread observ­
ance of the occasion will give renewed hope to Europe's uprooted and 
hunted Jews who look to Palestine for salvation . 

Governor of Montana 



THE STATE OF NEVADA 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 

CARSON CITY 

@,tatrmrut 

I personally urge all Nevadans to study the Balfour 
Declaration of November 2, 1917, and to give careful thought 
to methods of making it effective in the post-war years. 

November 2 has been set aside as Balfour Day to 
commemorate the declaration issued 27 years ago by the then 
British foreign secretary, Arthur James Balfour. 

In that declaration the principle of establishment in 
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people was set 
forth. The Balfour Declaration favored establishment of 
such a national commonwealth based on the principles of 
democracy such as abide in our country. 

This vital question is of particular concern to all 
Americans who believe in the principles of civil and 
religious freedom. 

GOVERNOR 

E . P . CARVILLE 

GOVERNOR 
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On the important occasion of the 27th Anniversary of the 

Balfour Declaration on Palestine November 2nd, I wish to 

express on behalf of the citizens of New Jersey their every 

hope that Palestine ultimately may be established as the 

permanent home of the Jewish people. 

Complete freedom of religion and religious expression 

is one of the great fundamental principles upon which our 

nation was founded and consequently every fair and open­

minded American necessarily will rejoice when these harassed 

and destitute victims of tyranny and oppression are permitted 

to establish a home and community life of their own. 

Governor. 

WILLIAM E . EDGE 
G OV RNOR 



EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

ALBANY 

8'tntrmrut 

THOMAS E . DEWEY 

G OV RNOR 

I am happy to extend my warmest greetings and best wishes to the members of 
the American Zionist Emergency Council on the occasion of the 27th anniversary of 
the Balfour Declaration which pledged the reestablishment of the Jewish National 
Home in Palestine. 

I join you in paying honor to the pioneers who undertook the hard work of 
establishing that home in the face of such formidable odds. Their success 
should be a source of pride to all Jewish people, as it has been a source or 
admiration of the entire civilized world. The cause tha t you advocate commands 
the sympathy and active support of all men and women of good will, no matter 
what their creed. The significance of Palestine becomes greater every month as 
the success of the fighting forces of the United Nations brings us closer to 
ultimate victory. 

It is now manifest that a way must be found speedily to open the doors of 
Palestine. The solution is not the concern of a class or a group or of merely one 
or two nations. The spectre of hundreds of thousands of homeless Jews is 
obviously quite incompatible with our aims of establishing a lasting peace with 
justice for all. 

The splendid accomplishments of the intelligent and indefatigable pioneers 
who wrought such marvels in establishing the Jewish Home in the Holy Land has 
earned for all the Jewish people of the world the right to an open door in 
Palestine. 



COMMONWEALTH OF PENN SYLVAN IA 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

HARRISBURG 

~tatrmrut 

Throughout the world Jewish groups ·111d countless others who 

rOWARD MARTIN 

GOVfRNOR 

have interested themselves in the reestablishment of the Palestine 
Homeland will observe November second as a day of rededication in their 
efforts to realize their aspirations in favorable settlement of this 
issue. 

On this twenty-seventh anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, 
which pledged the reestablishment of the Jewish National Home in 
Palestine, they will take renewed strength for their hope of ultimate 
victory in the thought that their cause is one that constantly attracts 
new help. 

The reestablishment of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth is 
long overdue and is indeed the hope of Europe's uprooted and hunted 
people of this race. The early solution of this long-argued question 
by returning Palestine once more to the Jewish people is something to 
be desired and to be worked for, not alone by the Jews, but by their 
friends in all parts of the world who have so long interested them­
selves in this noble endeavor to see justice triumph. 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is vitally interested in having 
its voice recorded in favor of the fulfillment of the Commonwealth in 
Palestine. 

~ 
EDWARD MARTIN 



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND & PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 

PROVIDENCE 
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PALESTINE DAY 

J HOWARD M c GRATH 

GOVER NOR 

It is a truly American action that in the height of the exercise of our own 
liberties of election and in the midst of a mighty war to preserve our own 
freedoms, that we should pause to share with the Jews of the world their commemo­
ration of the twenty-seventh anniversary of the Balfour Declaration. 

This is no partisan gesture within our land; for it is to the credit of our 
major political parties and their candidates that they have endorsed the movement 
to reconstitute Palestine. 

This is no dividing gesture anywhere in the world; for any nation might 
justly and equitably substitute its own name for that of thJ government in whose 
name Balfour spoke: 

"His Majesty's Government view with f avour the establishment 
in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and 
will use their best endeavors to facilitate the achievement of 
this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall 
be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of 
existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine or the rights 
and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country." 

As a world re-reads this twenty-seven years later, looking at the thriving 
and progressive community that Jewish pioneers have achieved in a land forlorn 
for centuries, looking through eyes dimmed in horror at the sufferings of Jews 
uprooted and hunted throughout Europe, we must reaffirm our belief in the 
principles Balfour expressed. 

The high purposes of humanity, brotherly love, justice and the determina­
tion that the peoples of the world must shoulder the world's burdens and share 
the world's opportunities as neighbors ... all these motives which command us to the 
sacrifices of war, commend the re-constitution of Palestine as one of the 
services of a lasting peace. 

GOVERNOR 



M.Q.SHARPE 
GOVERNOR 

PIERRE 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

~tatemeut 

M Q SHARPE 
G OV RNOR 

Today, November 2, 1944, marks the twenty-seventh anniversary of 
the Balfour Declaration, establishing the policy of a national home in 
Palestine for Jewish people. Subsequent events and history have 
demonstrated the wisdom of that policy. With their characteristic 
industry and ability for development and progress the Jewish people 
have carried forward the idea by immigration to Palestine and by a 
spectacular development and improvement of its resources and business 
affairs. It has accorded this great race of people an opportunity to 
assume a national status and a position of equality in the political 
affairs of the world. 

The idea of equality of all persons before the law and in the 
affairs of the communities in which they are citizens has always been 
upheld by the people of the United States of Americ a . It is an idea 
which the enemies of modern civilization are today trying to destroy. 
Nowhere is this more plainly evidenced than in the treatment accorded 
to the Jewish people by our enemies. It is in the interest of American 
principles of government and also in the interest of our present war 
effort to give all possible aid and encouragement to the equality of 
opportunity proposed for Jewish people by the Balfour Declaratiou. 

Governor 



STATE OF TEXAS 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

AUSTIN 

COKE STEVENSON 

GOVERNOR 

Jrnrlamatinu 
To Whom all these presents shall come: 

WHEREAS, November 2, 1944, marks the twenty-seventh anniversary 

of the famous Balfour Declaration which stated: 

"His Majesty's Government views with favour the establishment 

in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and 

will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement 

of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall 

be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of 

existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine or the rights 

and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country." 

WHEREAS, Texans are interested in the welfare of all groups which 

have suffered religious persecution under the heel of the oppressor in 

Europe: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Coke Stevenson, Governor of the State of 

Texas, do hereby proclaim November 2, 1944, as 

TEXAS PALESTINE DAY 

commemorating the historic occasion of the Balfour Declaration. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto signed my name officially 

and caused the Seal of State to be affixed hereto at Austin, 

this the first day of November, A. D., 1944. 

.. 



COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

RICHMOND 

~tatrmrut 

COLGATE W . DARDEN . JR 

COV RNOR 

I wish to call the attention of the people of Virginia 
to the fact that November 2nd will mark the 27th anni­
versary of the Balfour Declaration. This statement of 
policy made during World War I, by the British Foreign 
Secretary, is of very great importance to all of us. The 
Declaration committed His Majesty' s Government to the 
establishment, in Palestine, of a national h ome for Jewish 
people of the world. The years that have intervened since 
this policy was enunciated, have witnessed the unspeakable 
oppression, torture and slaughter of the Jews of Europe. The 
need for this haven of refuge is much greater today than it 
was in 1917. I hope that we shall see established in 
Palestine that national home to which Mr. Balfour referred. 
The settlement of this question should engage the attention 
of those who gather to liquidate the frightful problems of 
this world struggle. 

GOVERNOR 



STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

CHARLESTON 

Jrnrlamatintt 

MATTHEW M . NEELY 

GOVERNOR 

WHEREAS, on the second of next November the Twenty-seventh 
Anniversary of the issuance of the Balfour Declaration, which pledged 
the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish 
people, will be commemorated throughout the world by millions of the 
members of this historic race; and 

WHEREAS, because of the frightful, wholesale slaughter and 
unparalleled, sadistic persecution of this long suffering people by 
the Axis powers, it is now more necessary than ever before that the 
Jews be promptly provided the privilege of establishing a national 
home in the land of their origin, in which security, comfort and 
happiness may be enjoyed by them and their posterity forever; and 

WHEREAS, the pledge of the Balfour Declaration has never been 
redeemed; 

THEREFORE, I, Matthew M. Neely, Governor of West Virginia, 
hereby designate Thursday, the second of November, 1944, "Palestine 
Day," and very respectfully recommend to the people of the state that 
it be appropriately observed by an earnest endeavor to increase 
public sentiment in favor of the early and complete redemption of the 
Balfour Declaration, to the end that through its operation may be 
consummated all the blessings which it was designed to afford and for 
which the Jews have long and devoutly prayed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
Great Seal of the State to be affixed. 

Done at the Capitol in the City of Charleston, West 
Virginia, this the twenty-fifth day of October in the 
Year of our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred Forty-four 
and in the Eighty-second Year of the State. 

GOVERNOR 



~be ~tate of ~ tsconstn 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

Jrorlamatiou 

WALTER S GOODLAND 

ACTING GO V RNOR 

November second will commemorate the twenty-seventh anniversary 
of the issuance of the Balfour Declaration which pledged the re-estab­
lishment of a Jewish National Home in Palestine. This document was 
endorsed by fifty-two nations of the world in 1922, including the 
United States. 

Today, the Jewish people of Palestine are making gigantic 
contributions to the war efforts of the United Nations. More than 
thirty thousand of them have been, and are, serving in the British 
Armed Forces of the Middle East. Through their tireless zeal in 
behalf of liberty and democracy, they contributed immensely toward the 
ultimate defeat of Rommel during Britain's darkest hour. The Jewish 
pioneers of Palestine have transformed barren wastes into fertile and 
fruitful vineyards and orange groves. 

Therefore, I, Walter S. Goodland, Acting Governor of Wisconsin, 
do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 2nd, 1944 as 

PALESTINE DAY 

in Wisconsin. I urge the people of our State to join with the 
American people in paying tribute on that day to the noteworthy 
a~hievements of the Jewish people of Palestine. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
Great Seal of the State of Wisconsin to be affixed. Done at the 
Capitol, in the City of Madison, this first day of November, in 
the year of Our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and forty-four. 

ACTING GOVERNOR 



STATE OF WYOMING 

CHEYENNE 

Jrnrlamatinu 

Balfour Declaration Anniversary 

LESTER C . HUNT 

GO VER NOR 

On November 2, Jews throughout the World will commemorate the 
Twenty-seventh Anniversary of the issuance of the Balfour Declaration, 
which pledged the reinstatement of the Jewish National Home in 
Palestine. 

The suffering of the European Jews at the hands of the brutal 
Nazis has made it unthinkable that the doors of Palestine should be 
closed to them. In their hour of suffering they look to Palestine as 
their only refuge and salvation, and I hope that all Wyoming Christians 
of good-will and justice will join with me in favor of the re-estab­
lishment of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester C. Hunt, Governor of the State of 
Wyoming, do hereby proclaim November 2, 1944, as 

PALESTINE DAY 

and urge the people of Wyoming to reaffirm America's traditional 
policy of friendship for Jewish aspirations in Palestine. 

Governor 



PRESS l(ElEIISE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Assodaled Orgtl#izalio•s: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizracbi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

roR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . 

AMERIC.A.N ZIONISTS DENOUNCE "FOUL ASSAssmATIONn OF I.ORD Mom 
...... a.. - - .... 

New York - The horror felt by .Aioorican Zionists over the "foul assassination" of 

Lord Moyna. British Resident Minister in the Middle East• was expressed today in a 

statexnent issued by the American Zionist Fmergency ·Council, which speaks for all 

major Zionist bodies in tho Unitod States. 

The following statooient was isSllod by tho Council& 

UTho Zionist Movement in America has learnod with horror of the foul 

assassination of the British Resident Minister in the Middle East. Lord Mcyno. 

While there is still no official confirmation of tho identity of the criminals, 

reports that Jcwi sh extremists ~ ho.vo boon responsible for this crime raiso in 

acute form the problem of effective action against a hondful of deluded nnd half• 

crazed youths nho in recent months hnve perpotratod a sorios of terrcrist outr~s 

in Palestine. 

1 The Jewish representative bodi~s in P::.,J.ostine nnd tho Hebrew pross 

there have been imoqu.ivocal in condemning those crimes in tho strongest possible 

terms. The ,American Zionist Fmorgcncy Ccuncil associates itself with the nttitu.do 

of Palestine Jewry in its determina.ticn to ro r· t out this ovil from their rJidst, 

and it is confident thnt tho Jews of Palestine will continue to do all in thoir 

power to help the nuthorities to npprehend thoso responsible for those outrngcs. 

The Jewish Nationnl Heme is founded on justico ond international law, and nets 0£ 

terroriso which stand in diametricn.l conflict with tho nornl and El)iritual aiu, 

of our Lbvenont con do nothing but serve tho purposes of onor.1ios of the cause. 

11 0n behalf of .Arlericon Zionists the Cowicil tcndors to tho fonil7 of 

the late Lord l/£1yne their sincere and henrtfel t syopathy. 1 

#120 - 11/8/44 



PRESS INTERVIEW 

NOVEM:BER 10, 1944 

STATEUEN'r BY DR. :BERNARD JOSEPH, HONORARY LEGAL ADYISER 
TO THE JEWISH AGENCY R>R PALESTINE, WHO HAS JUS'l' 

ABlUVED BY AIB FROM JERUSALEM 

.Palestine is on the eve of momentous decisions affecting the future of that 

Holy Land. The White Paper regime has proved a dismal and cruel failure. Its 

effocts were disastrous from the humanitarian point of view. It has proved one 

of the best illustrations of the futility and harmfulness of appeasement as a sub­

stitute for a just, political policy. 

Tens of thousands of Jewish refugeos from Nc.zi terror who perished in the 

Gcnnan death-camps might still be alive had the gates of Palestine not been shut in 

their facos by the arbitrary restrictions of the British White Paper policy. Those 

gates have still to be thrown wide open by abolishing the White Paper. The Jews of 

Palestine urge that this be now done without further dcl~. 

The Jews of Palostino have become convinced that the only effectivo solution 

of the tragic Jewish problom is the establishment of Palestine as M autonomous 

Jewish Commonwealth. The problem is primarily one of immediate large-scale 

migration to Palestine of the Jewish victims of Nazism in Europe. First pl!.ce will 

have to be given to tho tens of thousands of Jewish orphn.n children who are str:-'.lldcc 

and helpless in the countries liberated by the Allied armies. There is only one 

country where their problem can be solv0d, ant that is Palestine. 

This will necessitate placing the country under a regime that will ensure 

a comprehensive development scheme, utilizing all the material and human resources 

available for the purpose. Anyone who knows Palestine will roalizc that only tho 

Jews will succeed in this, not bocauso they are suporio.r to others, but 'because of 

their age-long att~chment to their ancient Homeland and because of the dire and 

pressing need of their persecuted people. For them it is the only chance of 

achieving creative nationo.l. life, coupled with security and human dignity. 



, 
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The great American soil eonservationist, Dr, W~l\er O. Lownennilk 1 s pr9Jep\ 

for the irrieation of Palestine would enable four million more Jews to be absorbod 

into the countr-J. We believe that this would solve the problem of the Jewish J'C'Opl, • 

and of Palestine. A Jewish Commonwealth would also be a potent factor in the re­

construction of the Middlo East and the maintenance of poac0 on the groat l r,nd 

'bridge which connects Europe, Afric~ and Asia. 

The Jews of Palestine were gratified by the recent pronouncement of Pr,sidont 

Roosevelt, pledging his support for the program of establishing Palestine as a 

Jewish Commonwealth. They trust that in the just peace \·1hich the principal Allied 

Powers have repeatedly declared their detennination to ensure when the war is won, 

justice ,rlll also at long last be done to the Jewish people. 

The Jews of Palestine were glad that the British authorities had finally 

authorized tho establishment of a Jewish Brigade Group. It already existed and our 

young men, most of whom had been s~rving in the British Amy since soon after tho 

war beean, w0r0 now happy to be servine; in n Jcwi sh f orco with thoi r own Je:\·1i sh 

Flag a.net the Shield of David emblem. t{e were confident they would ei ve n. good 

account of themselves in battle with the Nazis, Just as hundreds of thousands of 

other J 8ws had done serving in the various Allied Armies. We were indebted for 

this opportunity to the British Prime Uinister, Mr. Churchill, whom we honored as 

a symp~thetic and revered friend of the Zionist cause. 

Unfortunately, tho tcrri blo suffering our people hr~d undor~onc and tho :per­

sistent f['.iluro to open the Gatoo of Palcntinc to Jews fleeing from persecution, 

hc.d un~crvcd ['. smo.11 group of our young men who hn.d resorted to counsels of dor,:pair. 

They ht:.d ai:lOJJted terrorism as their method. The Jewish public bod.ies in Palestine 

had repeat0dly condemned those terrorist acts and had docidod to do ovorythinr, in 

their :power to eradicate this terrorist wave from their midst. Their t ask hn.cl not 

been mad.e easier by the manner in ,·!hi ch this difficu.l t si tunt ion had been handled 

by the c~uthorities. ~ut we were detomincd to persevere in our decision to put an 

end to this misguided criminal folly which tho Jewish community of Palestine abhorred 

and for which they should not be hold responsible. 

--30-
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TEir O IBA A. HC 'S STATE} ON 

THE CY co· TTEID TO SAVE THID JE J.SH P OP O..t' u. OPfil 

- - - - - - - - -

I authorize you to state in my name that as a representative of 

the American Govern:nent I had control over all funds hich r. Eri 

Jabotinsky, representative of the Emergency Committee to Save the Je .rish 

People of ~urope, received in Constantinople from America, and I say that 

hile I was there I had no evidence hatever that r. Jabotinsky - the 

only one there representing his committee - saved even one European Je. 

11/23/44 



- PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMED!A~ RELEASE 

ROUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE APPROVES PALESTINE RESOLUTIONS 

DR. SILVER HAILS ACTIOH AS 11 MILESTO1IE11 IN 

JEWISH PEOPLE 1S EFFORTS TO REGAIN NA.TIOllliOOD 

Washingt·on, D. C. -- The House Cammi ttee on Foreign Affairs today approved the 

Palestine resolutions (HR 418-419), which had been referred to the Oommi ttee 

following their introduction in the House of Representatives on January 27, 1944 

by Representatives James A. Wright (·D. ,Pa.) ancl Ranulf Compton (R. ,Conn.) 

The resolution, as reported by the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, of 

which Representative Sol Bloom (D.,N. Y.) is chairmun, reads as follows: 
, 

11 \~ereas the Sixty-seventh Congress of the United States on June 
30, 1922, unanimously resolved 'that the United States of America 
favors the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the 
Jewish people, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be 
done which may prejudice the civil nnd religious rights of Christian 
and all other non-Jewish communities in Palestine, and that the 
holy places and religious buildings and sites in Palestine shall be 
adequately protected 1 ; and 

flWhereas the ruthless persecution of the Jewish people in Europe 
has clearly demonstrated the need for a Jewish homeland as a haven 
for the large numbers who have become homeless as a result of this 
persecution: Therefore be it 

"RESOLV'll'..J), That the United States shall use its good offices to the 
end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of 
Jews into that country, and that there shall be full opportunity 
for colonization, so that the Jewish peGple may ultimately reconsti­
tute Palestine as a free and democratic comnonwealth." 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland, Chairman of the Executive Committee of 

the American Zionist Emergency Council, hailed with satisfaction the approval of 

the resolutions. "I am delighted," he declared, "with this action which reflects 

(more) 
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the overwhelming sentiment of the American people who have time and time again 

manifested their profound interest and sympathy in the upbuilding of Palestine by 

the Jewish people. 

"This action climaxes a series of historic pmnouncements made during this 

year by the National Conventions of both major political parties and by their 

standard-bearers. Host significant was the declaration made on October 15th by 

the President of the United States, in which he said that the American people 

give their support to the establishment of Palestine as a free and democratic 

Jewish Commonwealth, and that he would help to bring about its realization. 

"This action will greatly hearten the hundreds of thousands of Jewish 

refugees throughout the world, who are looking towards Palestine as their sole 

hope of re-establishing themsel vcs in freedom and. dignity~ It will strengthen 

the hands of those who at tremendous sacrifices have been pioneering in tho 

robuilding of the Jewish National Home~ Another milestone has been reached in 

the historic effort of th~ Jewish people to recover its just place as one of the 

nations of the world," Dr. Silver saide 

--30--

1125 - 11/29 / 44 



PRESS !(ELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE APPROVES PALESTINE RESOLUTIOlTS 

DR. SILVER HAILS ACTIOU AS 11 MILESTONE11 IN 

JEWISH PEOPLE'S EFFORTS TO REGAIN NATIONHOOD 

Washington, D. C. -- The House Committee on Foreign Affairs today approved the 

Palestine resolutions (HR 418-419), which had been referred to the Committee 

following their introduction in the House of Representatives on January 27, 1944 

by Representatives James A. Wright (D. ,Pa.) and Ranulf Compton (R.,Oonn.) 

The resolution, as re1)orted by the House Commit tee on Foreign Affairs, of 

which Representative Sol Bloom (D. ,N. Y.) is chairman, reads as follows: 

"'Whereas the Sixty-seventh Congress of the United States on June 
30, 1922, unanimously resolved 'that the United States of America 
favors the establishment in Palestine of o, national home for the 
Jewish people, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be 
done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of Christian 
and all other non-Jewish communities in Palestine, and that the 
holy places and religious buildings and sites in Palestine shall be 
adequately protected 1 ; and 

"Whereas the ruthless persecution of the Jewish people in Europe 
has clearly demonstrated the need for a Jewish homeland as a haven 
for the large numbers who have become homeless as a result of this 
persecution: Therefore be it 

"RESOLVED, That the United States shall use its good offices to the 
end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of 
Jews into that country, and that there shall be full opportunity 
for colonization, so that the Jewish people may ultimately reconsti­
tute Palestine as a free and democratic comr1onweal th." 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland, Chairman of the Executive Committee of 

the American Zionist Emergency Council, hailed with satisfaction the approval of 

the resolutions. "I am delighted, 11 he declared, "with this action which reflects 

(more) 
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the overwhelming sentiment of the American people who have time _and time again 

manifested their profound interest and sympathy in the upbuilding of Palestine by 

tho Jewish peo~le. 

"This action climaxes a series of historic pronouncements made during this 

year by the National Conventions of both major political parties and by their 

standard-bearers. Host significant was the declaration made on October 15th by 

the President of the United States, in which he said that the American people 

give their support to the establishment of Palestine as a free and democratic 

Jewish Cormnonweal th, and. th ~lt he wonld help to brine about its realization. 

"This action will greatly hearten the hundreds of thousands of Jewish 

refugees throughout the world, who are looking t"owards Palestine as their sole 

hope of re-establishing themselves in freedom and dignity. It will strengthen 

the hands of those who at ~remendous sacrifices have been pioneering in the 

rebuilding of tho Jewish National Ho~e. Another milestone has been reached in 

the historic effort of th~ Jewish people to reeover its just place as one of the 

nations of the world." Dr. Silver said. 

--30--
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PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Assodatetl Organizatio,u: 
Zionist Oraanization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Maduon Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMUEDIATE RELEASE 

ZIONIST LEADERS HAIL .APPROVAL OF PALESTINE RESOLUTION 

BY HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

New York -- Leaders of American Zionism today hailed the action of the House Com­

mittee on Foreign Affairs in approving the Wright-Compton resolution on Palestine 

which urges that 11 the United States shall use its good offices to the end that 

the doors of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of Jews into that country, 

and that there shall be full opportunity for colonization, so that the Jewish 

people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic commonwealth.'· 

"This represents another major stride forward towards the realization of 

our people 1s historic hope," declared Louis Lipsky, veteran Zionist leader, "We 

look forward to early and favorable action by Congress," he added. 

Hrs. Hoses P. Epstein, president of Hadassah, Women's Zionist Ort,;anization 

of America, expressed "deep satisfaction over this develoy,ment, which aut,;Urs well 

for speedy and definitive action on Palestine in conformity with the pledges made 

to the Jewish people." 

David Wertheim, head. of Poale Zion -- labor Zionist ore;:inization -- asserted 

that the House Committee's action wcs un expression of ~America•s determination 

that the Jewish people I s right to nationhood shall be recognized and uph.eld." 

The Mizrachi Organization of America, which is head.ed by Leon Gellman and 

Rabbi Wolf Gold, expressed the hope that Congress will act speedily on the Pales­

tine resolution, "so that our oppressed brethren may gather new hope und courage 

from this historic act of the American peo!)le." 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Washington, D. C. -- The American Zionist Emergency Council, which represents 

all major Zionist organizations in the- United States, today reserved comment 

on the statement issued by the State Department calling for defennant of 

action on the Palestine resolution which is pending in the Senate of the 

United States. 

The Council is awaiting further clarification by the State Department 

of its position. In this connection the Council re.called the historic state­

ment issued by President Roosevelt on October 15th addressed to the Zionist 

Organization of America, wherein the President said that he lmew "how long 

and ardently the Jewish people have worked a~d pray~d for the establishment 

of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Col!lmonwealth," expressed the 

conviction that the American people give their full support to this aim, and 

pledged that if re-elected he will help to bring about its realization. 

The Council also recalled that the 1944 platfonns of both the Republican 

and Democratic parties included planks endorsing the re-establishment of 

Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth; furthermore, that a 

survey of opinion of the present Congress of the United States, recently made 

public by the House Foreign Affairs Committee, indicated that 77 Senators and 

318 Representa.tives heartily endorse the re-establishment of a Jewish Palestine, 

On November 30, 1944, the Council pointed out, the House Foreign Affairs 

Committee favorably reported to the House of Representatives a r~solution 

identical with the one wh'ch has now been deferred in the Senate. 
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TWELVE MEMBEllS OF SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS CO' lMITTEE 

:BECORD PERSONAL APP'.ROVAt OF PALESTINE RESOLUTION BLOCKED 

:SY STATE DEPARTMENT 

Washington, D. C. -- Twelve members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

today issued a statement recording their O\'ln personal approvr.l of the Wagnei-Taft 

resolution on Palestine, action on which was postponed at the request of the 

State De~artment. 

The Senators are: Senator Joseph F. Guffey (D.,Pa.), Senator Claude Pepper 

(D .. ,Fia.), Senator Bennett Champ Clark (D. 1Ho.), Senator Robert l I. La.Follette, Jr. 

(Pr.,Wis·c.), Senator Gerald P. Nye (R.,N,D.,), Senator Henrik Shipstead (R., Unn.), 

Senator Robert R. Reynolds (D~,N.C.), Senator James J. Davis (R. ,Pa.), Senator 

James E. Hurray (D. ,!font.), Senator James II. Tunnell (D. ,Dela.), Senator Elbert 

D. Thomas (D.,Utah), and Senator Arthur Capper (R . • Xans.) 

The Senators, two-thirds of the total of 18 members of the Foreign Relations 

Committee who actively participa ted in consideration of the Palestine Resoluti on, 

declared: 

"Although the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, at the request of the 

State Department, postponed action for the time being on the Palestine Resolution, 

we wish to record our O\'m personal approval of the Resolution which calls for the 

free entry of Jews into Palestine and full opportunity for colonization, so that 

the Jewish people may as soon .!l.S )rac+,jcable reconstitute Palestine as a free and 

democ,..atic -jommorwealth.n 
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