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r, David Wertheim 
45 st 17th ~treet 
N w York, N.Y. 

' de • ertheinu 

Au st 2s. 1944 

I h v just received t e inutes or t he Jrogr m committee 
held on Aurru.st 22 and I read the s te·ent ihich ' O\l ma.de t the 
meeting. I should like to con ratulate you on t1e frankness and 
forthri htness of your position as well as the logic of your 
arguments. A branch or the Jewish Agency in the United States 
hioh duplicates the ork of the Emergency Council is ateful lind 

stupid, aJ?.d in an emergency situ tion such as te find ourselves 
today, a danuerous hirdrance and ob$t&cle to efficient olitical 
action. It has certainly seriously embarrassed the ork of the 
Emar~ency Council and my own work aa Chairman of its xecutive. 

_I do not ow what tinal action the ~xecutive of the 
Emergency Council will take next ton • Te resolution adopted 
t the meeting of the program committee ·esterda is utterly 

unacceptable, for it completely ci:\.;ea th issue nd leaves th1 a 
substantially int e chaotic condition re t hey were. If this 
resolution at the .rogram committee is acce ted bJ the Executin, 
I will be forced to insist upon the acce~tance of my resign tian. 
But, hatever action is taken, I ish ·ou to kno th t I appreci te 
your hel tulnes n t only in th.is tter but thro hout t ~e ear 
in ,; hich I ru· ve sought to guide the acti vi tiee or our Council. 

Aa you know, I ve lwaJs in i ted on t e authority ot the 
Je iah ency in all matters or basic Zionist policy. As chairman 
or t e United Palestine Appe:.. , I '1 ve e ousl., fe.;,iuarded t 1e 

authority of the Je !sh enc over t.~~~e funns. I would not 
dream of having tl • Zionist Emer ·e~cy C0W1·.:il adopt basic Zionist 
position ithout thoro ·h consultation with the J wiah 4 ency 1n 
London and in Jerus lam. But Dr. Goldmann is not tJ e Jewish A ency 
and nobody has uthori:ted him to speak on these basic Z~oniat 
policies tor the Jewish Agenc:"• Hi~; 61.Ct one and o in1.ons are 
subj eot to no quick re·viaw b p t ·1 parent bxi aa re i., 1e ctiona 
and 09inion1 or the c imen of the Emergency Council hich mu t ive 
an accounting ev r j two weeks, and more often if called .... 

Goldmann's pos tion is especiall • uivoc l in muoh she 
ma.es re~resentation in ·as i~ton also in the name or the Jo 1d 
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Je ish Con resa and other bcxliea. You 111 rec 11 t t .l ent e 
A.:iency • s establis ed in . stington, Goldmann announced that 
he would dissoci te h .. self from allot er activities. Thia has not 
been done. Aa a result, Zionist re reaenta.tion made b Goldmann 
and World J ish Con-.aN8S reµre ... ent:...tion become intermin led, and the 
Zionist ~proach to government authorities ia accordingly a confused 
nnd contuain approach. Furt rmore, en Goldmann cannot Uil'Jll011 

up authority for a Zionist mi~sion to a ~ov rrunent official, he 
invoke• his position 1th the ~orld Jerleh Con ress, and in tie course 
ot a conve .. tion, ao to S.)e&k, and b "accidental design", Zionist 
matters are discussed. 

Thia is t happened with Jude Rosetll:l&ll sone months o. • 
Jud e Rosenman s iven t e efinite impression by Goldmann th&t 
he re,-esented officially the Emer ency Council, and 'oldmann reed 
to a Joint dele a.tion. This is ht Judge RoseJlmlin told me, Gold nn•s 
st· te ent at the pro ram commit tee noth i thstunding. Tl,e ttar ot 
a dale tion to the President as a purely A erican conoem in ·hich 
Goldmann should not have injected himself. But the entle cannot 
keep out or any interesting situation ·h re t : er-~something doing. 
This happened ain hen he volunteered to ke art a point nt for 

e to see Col. Ho kins. Instead of wh"ch he had the interview 
hi self. ;hen ere discussin the advisability of one of the 
co-chairmen oin over to London to exchari e vies ith Dr. eizmarm, 
Goldmann chased off to London before e c e upon a decision. Upon 
his return e rushed to the • r Departm nt to discua1 the Je ish nay, 
ithout even giving the !mer ency Council t e oourtes of discu sing 

the matter first. Finally th re s the Stettinius affair. The 
pretext t t • • ad to go to 1ee Stet tinius bee~ use . eizmann had 
cabled him about the rescue of Hun rian Jew• is about· as sh llo 
and transparent an excuse as it ia possible to 1ma ine. If represent -
tione re to be de to our r:-ovemm nt in be lf of t . e Hung rian 
Je,a, cle rly the u lltied people to do th t are t e representatives 
or American Zioni m and of Amari n Jewry. •~ e not the matter 
brought to the Executive Committee first? The an. war 1 v 
simple. Goldmann anted to get to Stettinius fir t bee uae everybody 
was expectin ao e imyoru..nt unnowice_ent to be oade y the latter 
Ul"OWld Au st 15. 

This· situ tion has been rowing ateadil 1 ors until it haa 
reached point here I find it 1m osaibl ~ to ca ~ on,out 
of def rence to my o po ition, t' dignity of my office and the 
errectivenes of tie ro rwn or the Emer ency Council. 

No conceivable formula is o ible hie· at th a e time 
would s tis£ , t e position hioh I am taking 1th the position taken 
b Dr. Goldmann, nd reported int· e minutes, n el.ya "Politic 1 
contacts in , ·lish ton ( rt from contact • 1th Con ress) had to be 
regarded aa a joint rea. 11 Any Emer ency Council ch ould a ree lo 
~ such a formula hould 1tor the 16.le r • ove ent, o out 
ot bu1inese. 

1th all good ·1shes, I r,ma1n 
lost cordia.u.y yours, 




