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Ben-Gurion, David, resignation, 1944. 



11N QUJUOI WIG !TIO.II 11 

1. It a announced to lctiona Oolllldttee on or about October 2, Looker 

had coae from London. Weizmann had been invited to c011e to Palestine. It 11 

any years 1inoe he waa in Palestine. Leeker had reported new government committee 

bad beens t up to deal with PaJ.estin• including Amory, et. al. Ben Gurion•• 

reasons were that Chaim Weizmann waa cting without knowledge or !zecutive, without 

taking the into hie conf'idenoeJ there w•r• clear iildioationa he stalking 

partition and tederationJ that Ben Qurion could not tak the reaponsibillty tor 

c-.rryina on under such condition•• Ben Gurion believes that partition it 

aotiveq raieed qain will tear the movement to piece,. lt will be re.:aembered 

that when Ben Gurion was 1n herica he empbaais•d the point by recalling th• 

oiroua1tancea under whioh Chaim eismann n1 elected Pr •ident and th• ~r••• 

understanding arrived at at ihat till• that the E n to ct as a collective 

whol•J that the Pre1ident should have no ~•res ~ te and distinct from the 

kecutive, which•• to control ~lloy • an entity. Ben Gurion ■aid he could 

not 10 on. 

2. Th• quite general reac\ion in the Executive, in th• otiona Coaaitt•• 

:1n th frea1, and th• IiaahUT 1u•raUT was of con,teru.t,ion, and unw1111npeaa 

to accept the reaipation, ot certain diabellet tbat it wa• aeant serioualy, 

and or pressure to get him to withlraw th• resignation. The lxeoutiv at 

tir1t aaw no y out except that Cbaia Weiaann coa to Paleatine wh•r• 1ita 

th• Action• COIIJlittee. So urgent cables were sent. These w re empha\icall7 

deollnedJ Cha.a Weiaann said he knew no reason tor the re1ip tion and 

ooatrariwi•• Chai• Weizmann invited a delegation to 0011• from P leetin•, with 

int.lutions that he would invited cl•l•i•tion troa u.s . .l. Thia raised qaia 

th conatlt,~tional q~••tion whet.her th• kecut1Te should traaafer itself to 



.. 
Ben Gurion R••ignation 11 ,.,. '"· 

London in part or by repr•••ntatiYe and a• to th• conatitutional right and propriet7 

ot Chaim Weismann inYit1ng 1•raone to COile to London. The point na not merely a 

technical one, because ••n toreaaw the po•aibilit1 of the .moYe ent beiq torn to 

pi•c•• by an internal struggle again\ ewer fiaha ,.rtition. 

Jlen Aw diaa1troua consequence• oft.he breach. Ben ~urion represent• to 

preponderating degree the mood and spirit ot the Iiahub. They bell vein hi• 

integrit7. Many- have come to wonder about Welamano. They are for Biltmore. 

Ia eizu1&nn pro-B1ltaor•T They are anti-British in a certain degr •• 11 Weizmann 

too pro-Britiaht T1w aupportera of Cbia teizmann are (a) Th• GerJ1aD1 (b) th• 

Baaholler Hatuir (c) th• Britiah o.tfioiala like Cad•7• Was Ben Gurion mak:h11 it 

iapeaaible for hiaself to com• baokt Did Ben Gurion resign becauae he wa the 

failure of his policy and his re•i~tion •• a J.eiical result as Kaan•• etatedt 

Did OoYernment reel that th• Zionist• now are divli!ed and they would have better 

obalicea or putting thru their plaiia! Did Sen Gurion thilik he could, by res~pin11 

tore• the r aignation ot Chaill Weismann! If ao, he waa profoundly mistaken•• 

ne17one, includ rq elf, aaaured hill to the contrary and ineiated that no 

internal qv.eetiona be now raieed, that all force• must work to1ether, th t non• 

could be dis naed with• and partioul.arl.7 Chaim 1feizm1nn, ia needed at thia till• 

beoaus• of h11 pr•lt~•• particularly' with Encllah leader•. 

•• llralaer, Prea1dent of the Sout.h Urioan Federation, on• of th• l•ad•r• 

or Bin,an and other o. African econord.c iutitution• took an active po•ition. 

Be apen\ auch t,ia• •ndeaYoring to 1•t. Ben Uurion to withdraw his reei1nation. 

the So. lfrioan Federation eent a yery 1troq urgent •••a.g• to Ben Ourion to 

teooaaider. Robert Saold took the sue line, not a1 anti-WeisUDD, b\lt that ne 

leader such aa Ben Gurion uy now withdraw, and Weizmann /Jlwtt 1tay- iD hia .~\ion 

and~ Gurion in hia. We 10 stated to th• Executive and to th• lctiona Cwn■Sttee. 



len Gm-ion le•ignation A 
Jqe Three 

,t the firat meetine of the Action• Cdllllittee after th• r signation, the 

aot.lon tar debate was defeated, because it wa• then hoped that Chaim Weiz11•00 

would coiae to Palestine and the whole_aatter oonaid•r•d and adjusted. ••antiae, 

priYat• ne1otiationa were continued with ban Gurion to arrive at a aodua 

rlTendi. lben it beoue alear that Oha1a Weizmann would not co e to Palestine 

(an event Robert Szold early toreNw) the kecutiTe then oonsidered sending, not 

a delegation, but it• representative or representative• to England. They decided 

to send Shertok, Scbaarak and Fiahman. a'he two latter are definitely anti­

partit.ioa and outapoken tull pro-lUtaore). Then they decided to send Shertok,. 
I 

Int.hi• situation the aatter again o ... before the Actiona Colmi1ttee. 

The Action• Couittee approTed the eoiaion to send Sbertok by about 20 

to 6, Kizrachi not voting. fhe vote wae prec ded PT considerable debate. Haahoaer 

Hatzair wanted a full debate. What were the diff'erencee between Chaim 

Weiuann and Ben GurionT kiow could th• Action• COJIDlittee decide unl.•s• the whole 

matter was out in the open. So the oppo1ition pu•hed the point that the Actiona 

Collilit,tee 1hould not •ote until there be tull debate. (Personal questions were 

in. th• baokgrO'lmd. ••I• lhy was Greenbaua not ·choseaf) There waa uneasiaeaa 

'11.at Sh•rt.ok lhoild 10, becau• he waa needed in Jeruaalem for \he daily current 

worlq and \MN wu •ea•in••• that Shenok 1hould go alone. Finally, after beinc 

1oaded sufficiently-, a fn made the point that it 1'&a idle to Mk• a ayete17 

or the diftereac•• alleged1 that eveeyone knew the differenoe11 that..,~• 

kn•• Chaim Weizmann Tery \-i'~llJ they had had experience after xperienc•J they wanted 

to know what wa• 101Dc onJ not to be confronted with a tait accoapli etc. and 'tho•• 

who urged the -full debate 1hould not appear 10 naive etc. Kirehn•r added peiated 

r ... rka to the 1ame etrect, and th• Tote waa taken, to apprn• ••ndinC Shertok 

alone. 



len Gurion Rea~tion #1 
fageFour 

Kirshner•s personal rlew waB th t the immediate obj ctive w s to ere tea 

formula where Ben "urion ould return to parta e of r ... poneibillty as Chairman 

of the Executiv•J that thi was of utmqst uportance, or tne move ent might ind 

itself debarred of Den Gurion and is influential following int the i t be 

manouTered or Jd.ght anouver himself into a per!il.anent position outsides th t 
. 

Shertok 1 • pur . .,ose in iOina to London would be to ere te a formula tor harmonioua 

working of the Executive and Ben Gurion wou.ld then return. Fro thi point of 

new Shertok might be more successful, according to Kirshner if he ent alone. 

Ffom the point of Ti w of representatiT• of principles to which the movement ia 

clearly committed, departure from which will tear the 11ove111ent to pieces, it were 

better that Fiahman and Schmarak go with Shertok. 

Robert s~old did not speak at the Action• C&..--...... ttee. lie felt it waa ti.a• 

to have a deciaionJ and a deciaion timel,.y, even if po ai ly not the best eoiaion, 

waa more iaportant than dela7, which might produce better eciaion. Robert 

Szold generally bad not been active in the ao-oalled criaia. He stat d hi• 

position i.e. it was a Jdstake for Ben Ciurion tor sip. Ben "'urion hould return. 

He ent about hia busines. He inquired who a1 to take Ben Gurion11 place fro• 

the Ad ini trativ• sid•J - and was told that Greenbaum wa1 cting ohairaan or 

the Executie at thia aeetine of the .lotion• Comaitt••• He merely pres~t 

and had read, the t legram from the z.o.A. which referred to the cablegraa 

from the Eaergency Comlaittee that Ben Gurion ahould not resi1n. 

Bator• he left Robert 81old wa1 ini'oraed that Shertok would not leave 

Jerusalem until January-J that he had urgent work in Cairo for a few eek1J and 

there were tranapotation difficultiesJ and th tin all probability the EJceout ~• 

would aend with Shertok when he 1oe1, a1ra. Sohaarak and Fiahman to act aa a 

ooilllittee of the Executive. Th• ExecutiT• know• that ,artition inter alla baa 

been a aubJec\ or dlaouaion betw n Cbai.Da Weismann and the new IOT•rma•nt 
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