
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated. 
Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         102           35           130 
 
 

Bergson Group, 1944. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 • 



• 

• 0 
0 
~ 
t 

• 

CDOO'ft <X>Ul!f o• 0001'. Q(.(Dtff 

IVDII HABIT II. 7IS11BI 

In CJbMbwa 

Dr • ..,.._ •• ,1-. Gllat.nall 
.Alilariea lioaia\ ... _.._ ..... u 
--~··'· 
Dea21Ntora 

Mftu7 21, lloM 

I an ,- an •• •4- cmlillu1.i,-, tu-••1Jlc eJIOIP, wt I ua 
afnK ,- pt u. wroac t 11ro'"•ioa tna 1W' 1e,1er. 

•• unr ht'4mlel to _..,. -, d8a1 Sap or Uaftio, aa ,- _. t . 
w1 MdtllOJl :or lala aewl. le wae 11o1,1,.. 0u ... aa,1oaa wllh 1l1le 111111,i. 
wtn tt~ iaoo•\ eo,1-. GDaVUJ lo .,oaz feara, ov atn.teo haa dnaq 
•-t2 L t.l laai ....... anJac '111 8Ml.oN4 arliole appeare4 1a oar I ► 
p11••• ~ Ihle 709. wU.1 - how •U • au••IN.. lbl wlaole &1:'021 wit.. aa b• Ul.e CollDd~\e•• 1llllt7 wn at,.~ ooJllriaoe4 '1aat-, poaitloa w1 
rd.._. to tb.a.t eo-t.••• 01M ia.111-a 111t1'. ._., waa 11011114. ..._ I 
....... , _, Q" •ald· -· to wlUlllnlr tria '1111 0: 1, .. 1..i, _.,. falle4. 

JCr pl.a ..... ·- .. to Wm \Iii Oo ,, .. Oftl' .... ~ -· 
•caa1Mr1Jlc it, at ..,....u, tCM114 U..I '-' wcnat, lte •1\Mr illpt•e9» or 
fllNle, 11114 10 lbe7 wllMIN •Uftl.7. ._ Ulll7 ae UXlfta to work .wna u 
-. lt la ar oplaioa tllal • -,. --" U... tlrat '11.o'-7 an a4 - - • tlla\ 
'18~ ..a.4 le .. to o-aw cat•• 11 • ~oara• t.1 rd.late ...io.,wt ti •• 
..U ••aSnc MIi: 1 ... w ... to Mlp. a.ni .. • .,, Mn b•J ea t 1 • 
of elu.r 1M ,...._ • ..,. ~ 1 l.t,w or Ut.e lllu'pJw Ooad\'1N1 It• 1 a• 
I '..-ill~,.. n ui,Ql .. ~ ... ea tttee■, I - 1111n lbeN --•-l■n1a N 
fat••• to un •1r IIVlllt an u '1118 -1-■ for 1,. 

n- alTi• - 1dt1M,a\ ,.iq. 

Oorilall7 JOV•• 

11arr, 

P. ltnr wi\1-s '1111 a)9ff lalW-, a,tea\loa 1lae •• oaUe4 to 
eailloaed. Ni\orial b taa. Gitt,....._ 

LD 
2/24/44 



<. • • 

00ft OJ 
OUCWJO 

IIIIGll»~dDD 
--w-ur u, 11M. 

11 I:JltJPII "'11 D11111 All) GIIJIJJI' 

• .,._1, •• llcM• t Illa Valnrai.17 of Qb!a,._, OD&UWl1I ot \M IIIIJ-.'° 
11M I tl'PJMIT Oo ltw to Ian .._ ~• '9ople of -.U.,.1 

I ai.,.,t. aDMIJUIN \Mir n1ipalioa tn■ Iba o2"pa1•alloit. 

la a .i..- lo lulia1 .l. .. .,,al• of ... Tork. Mlloul •a-a\u7 of U. 
.... , ... whiah - ..._ ..-i1o • Mlllaltoa, Ula ~a:lp1ac offio•• _, 

U.lr ~ ..... ooeaaloaad. v •1aanaa1-1 ooduioa ••••• lla (\bl wra s eoa-
1111 ''"' 1) _.lff lia1 and. o-.,...-.. ad. '1loae of ._ ~rloaa Jirsp f• a ...... Jtalealba.1 

CClllllftllll IOU PWIII 

1-.n.a pral.•4 U. eo ''* •• work la '11• put, aa4 .... 

•1e _. allll neolTel wodc tor the nNU of U.. .rn1• "9P1• of aa:,ope, al•,...,. tor '1le ,1a lt•1-I te tUIII 1a..,..._, .. ,1oa.• 

Dr. lllllhoa u.14 '-' tlli atpera of~ u1..- fell lbal ._ 1•- la po11,1oa1 
1• ......_, •reu '- ........., of •• -r.,.-.,q 00-1,tee 1• prlarUT ...,,,! ~arlllll. 

DIIBDi OlftOUI.a I.lmD 

.......... Gbleap ottlaer• 1Ml.11 1 laila, .._,1w ... m-a, ..... ot '1ae 
Ob1eaco •111111nJ~ Ulloa 0- I.0.)1 lllebMl J. 0 10caz41, c ... , preai&la\ 
of De ,,...1.- 117, ad ...... Alta. Tiae-prenua,1 Bo•n c. lor'• n,1n 
Naela171 Jll'Mal »,fl.el... ~, u4 .. tollawillc GIOllli'f8 Naff ••-, 

RN•• lw1 Jalher Y-. CltMrMn"7 ~. Ir., hl.im Jeal1q, lalJalilit lel1W, 
1rll1lk 11M11Wwa-. Dr. John A. Jiapp• la9o 1'11•• larl Dlaareoa a4 Min• .r. ,..crtou. 

Mllllr •••• ot b Cllt•• -.,_. •W ooallal lta work, _ _.,,,.. 
Dr. lle!flt1toe~ 

LD 
2/24{.44 



, I 

.. -.. -.. 

~ .. ttule oinaaatiissva un pnapte4 ,. reatpa,toa of 11 1 ..... ... 
\be Wll ... £0 Gla],WI' of Ua,e .......,. Qo 1 ''* to ... Ule J- of h .... ,.._.., 
bin U.7 aplatn. ,,r r M of 1iallnaa:1JIC ooataaioa• •'-- Iba ri\1•• 
Mi o1t of U. oo-.,_. ._ .. ot tu .-rt .. ~ tor a JIM alb.•. 
1M ....... '1da ueldaa an oda1'_,111C cJrsmrp-\oaa ot iater-nlial toe. 
IM7 olll-1- foea adt-llld.11111. !lllir o:a,ialoaa-., tiffar aa 
\o \ha h ot vaaatonbs "'188'1M ia\o a lniah ••'-· :Ba\ U.,- are 1a 
nao .. , b la\Mr 11111-"• ia a politiaal OM aa4 uaa.14 ao, lt• w•IN 
- u 1 IMNa - ia\o Iba va•t, ks , iwlaa acl •• ooa\roveraial ...... 
Nllft fro• Bll•r•a ..... 

ala\ '11&\ Ille 1Mdioa ot N.eal1M 1a tatve haa 'NIIJI b.1--• 
ialo 11 dfNliTWaa of .. __ .,,,.., eoad.ltee llaa Nea ~ ~ 
work of •- -■I p on. !JIii .US..■ ...... of b co 1 \• • 111111• 
alp.et tlllllMbe 1u., U.7 will ... ,s- to aene w. ...... , ..... beJ7 ...... '° .. 
of &004 wUl alaolll.4, wi\b. '1»llle P" 11 \he tall.ea\ ltanJd?aC,. 

LD 
2/24/44 



I Mr. President: 

The undersigned members of the United States wish to address you on 

a matter affecting the rights of the United States in Palestine and of great 

concern to a large number of citizens in this countr T. 

The matter at issue is the 3tatus of Palestine under the Convention 

between the United Kingdom and the United States of America signed at London, 

December 5, 1924. 

Under the terms of this Convention, "The United States and its nationals 

shall have and enjoy all the ri 0 hts and benefits secured under the terms of the 

Mandate to members of the League of Nations and their nationals, notwithstanding the 

fact that the United States is not a member of the League of Nations." (Article 2) 

The Convention further states that "vested American property rights 

in the mandated territory shall be respected and in no way impaired." (Article 5) 

The Convention goes so far as to stipulate: "Nothing contained in the 

present Convention shall be affected by any modification which may be made in the 

terms of the Mandate as recited above, unless such modification shall have been 

assented to by the United States." (Article 7} 

In general, therefore, the United States enjoys with reference to 

Palestine the right and benefits of a member of the League of Nations, as evidenced 

by article 2, quoted above, as well as by article 4, providing that "a duplicate of 

the annual report to be made by the Mandatory under article 24 of the Mandate shall 

be furnished to the United States." 

So important are the rights granted to the United States under this 

Convention that the very consent of this country to British Administration over 

Palestine is made subject to the observance of these conditions, as evidenced by 

article 1: "Subject to the provisions of the present Convention the United States 

consents to the administration of Palestine by His Brittanie Majesty, pursuant 

to the Mandate recited above." 
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It appears that repeated m asures have been taken by the British 

Administration in Palestine which had the effect of changing substantially the 

status of Palestine. More particularly, in evident contradiction of the terms 

of the Mandate under which the Administration of Palestine is obligated to 

"facilitate Jewish Immigration under suitable conditions" and to "encourage •.. close 

settlement by ~ews on the land,n the Mandatory has introduced several measures 

restricting Jewish immigration in Palestine and Jewish settlement on the land, whether 

or not the Jews concerned are citizens of the United States. 

Your special attention is respectfully drawn to the latest and most 

flagrant of these measures, the White Paper of May, 1959, prohibiting Jewish 

immigration to Palestine beyond an arbitrary limit of 75,000 immigrants, and the 

Land Regulations of February, 1940, prohibiting the ac~uisition of land and 

settlement thereon by Jews in most of Palestine. Both measures would appear to be 

clearly inconsistent with article 15 of the Palestine ndate, which provides that 

"No discrimination of any kind shall be made between the inhabitants of Palestine 

on the ground of race, religion or language. No person shall be excluded from 

Palestine on the sole ground of his religious belief." 

The ~hite Paper of 1959 has been stated by the Mandates Commission of 

the Le,ague of Nations to be contrary to the Mandate. It is contendect by some that 

the Ma.ndate might be amended in certain respects by the League of Nations and the 
I 

MandaJcory if the amendments do not express or contradict some provision of the 

British-American Convention. However, no such amendment has been made and the 

Uni.ted States is in exactly the same position to protest against the White Paper 

ae, is the League of Nations or any member thereof. The Land Regulations or 1940, 

< JWing to wartime conditions, were never passed upon b · the Mandates Commission. 

NeTertheless, both measures have been put into effect by the British Administration. 

The interest of the United States in this matter is twofold: 

1. The cumulative effect or these measures is seriously to interfere 
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with and to render impossible further development of the policy of a Jewish 

National Home in Palestine a policy which has been assented to by the United 

States and which forms one of th bases of the U.S. - British Convention of 1924. 

2. In failing to except American nationals of Jewish faith from the 

restrictions imposed upon Jews in Palestine, the British Administration has 

presumed to introduce discrimination against American citizens on the grounds of 

relgion - a practice which to the knowledge of the undersigned has never been 

attempted since the fall of the Csa.rist regime in Russia and which the United 

States could not admit 'Without becoming untrue to its fundamental principles. 

In drawing your attention, r. President, to the above situation, we 

respectfully in uire whether the GoTernment of the United States was consulted by 

the British Government before these measures were taken, and hether the Government 

of the United States, if so consulted gave its consent to them. 

If such consent was not given, we in uire at the Government of the 

United States has done to insure that the rights of-this country in the promotion 

of the Jewish National Home olicy in Palestine, and its particular interest in 

the treatment of American nationals in that country, be respected. 

If any action has been taken by this Government and has failed to 

remedy the situation, we inquire what further action is contemplated to bring 

about the desired result. 

In view of the urgent nature of the problem, we should be grateful 

for an early reply. 

Respectfully, 




