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Fehr ry 19, 944 

The Honorable Sol Bloom \ 
Ho se of Represent' ti ves of tJ 
~aQhington, D.C. 

:o!;r de r Congressman Bloo , 

nited St tea 

I · ve just retu'ne hooe ~.d re ~rd it ,s my first 
;>leu.sa 1t duty t0 .·rite to you a :1 to te l :. ou ho;, {ratef'ul 
I and , fri ;.Otis ti.:r t.;. y0u for the porb u.anner in hich 
yo conducted t iie i 1 toric CHiri..ngs on tne Pales ti ,e Resolution. 
_, ; one .h~ tten ed tl:.o e 1 e · ri;igs could f .. 1.11 t be • m u:-es ed. 
bJ your f ili ~; f;.,:, ..... eso c· urtes;r :..:nd ..,ood or. I 
know t :r t so.ue of he o,t1lni na .1.1ic' • .er3 ,;a~ .:>re::.,$ b..)' om 
of the itnesi.)e ·~ , =-1·0 di,:,ti. ct~- dis~~to! 1 to ~ut (jVertho­
less yolJ. ,a e ach o:1e his u in c urt. Fria~id i... d foe 
all' e o ... the Resolui..i n de · .. ted ~ • t. o_nsc o.,. "1f..vin~ bean 
'.'1'1 ven • • are deal at your , ._ nda. Yo br '1Jht l~h honor 
to our dist·n ~3hed offic yet d credit u•on 
your .i:,>eople. 

The ayes of he Je s rl •re unxiousl w itin0 
for the outcome. Th nssaee the rtesolution will send 
a thrill to the l rts of ricEm J ev,ry, but mor espeoi lly 
to the h~ e.rta of t. e br ve Jew· h _.)ioneera in rules tine 
· nd of our L• rtyrad people on the contin:-,nt o Europ ose 
l st hope of salv~tion is Palestine. Our enemies are busil 
at work to defeat tho Resoluti n. "nowing the ove.i. ,. hel!n1ng 
s ntiment for it in the I ouse, and tJ;.ut if it is over orought 
for a vote it ill. e carried lmost unanimo sly, the~ x-e 
maneuv ring to def'aat it by the interve1t1on oft e ?ar 
De?artmont. I . lersu&ded t tie· r De rtm~nt is being 
used b, some of o r enemi s 1n the 8tute De rtm nt t••.ho 
have n;:rt ems el v s t11e cour ge to c:ome out open '1, ·~u.1ns t 
the Resolution. Hot so lon " o e / r Depart :.nt "'as 
unfortuna tel used in simil r role to ~ e · tl Je~ s or 
AlBer1a disfr ~iaed fter our rmies n· rched into th t 
country. The a .. e r ument of • utary necessity and the 
threat of n Ar b U:)rising as sed to :-eep a.nti-J e·, ish 
laws in force urrler t e ~hadow o t s rs :nd tripes. 
The ·,, r De;artment • s f rs roved roun le s t,1en. The J -;,s 
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of 1 eria ere tared to t heir citizens ip • t re s 
no JU' bu risin. 

Th J e of .n.;neric 11 not ti.il t old t · 
dmini tr· . n r s onsible £or " inter vo ti n of th ·: r 

De. r ont to d~feut' iece of le ·i clhtion celcul t d to 
help our ·>eoplo in tr gic h 1r. If t..c tion on t . e 
. e ol .i on w .o t~oned, i ill be re , rd d AS 

d 1 r .-:ill e bitter r e t ant 

t:, h 
don 

I t hin.'<: 
hi 

JOU S 1O\lld 

i . In~ 
or t oet~ , of 

•r it all ood i s , I re. in 

Ver y cod ul l ~o 
' 

f t, 
cow tr .. . 



Memorandum to: Dr. 811 ver 

From: Elihu D. Stone 

TIAL 

Dated: February 22, 1944 

Yesterday afternoon Dr. Feuer and I vi ited Congressman Bloom 

t his office. 

the ituation. 

e pent about two hours with him in a discussion of 

e oonveyed to him the point of view of our Oomm1 ttee in clear 

and unmistakable language. ea erted th t unlee ■ the Re olution 1e 

reported out of the Committee in 1t entirety, it 111 not be acceptable 

to u. Moreover th t the b aio element of the Resolution is it 1 t 

clause hioh refer to •the reoonatitution of Palestine as a free and 

democratic J ieb Commonwealth•. It 1 the heart and soul of the 

measure. Thia was in response to r. Blom• suggestion that if thia 

clause be eliminated or modified it we hie conviction th t the 

balanoe of the Resolution will be cted upon fawrably. 

Dr. Feuer and myself have t ken re t a1n to convey to him 

that 1th reference to the question of eliminating or modifying the 

"Oommonwealth" provi ion, there can be no com romiae. 

I am er uaded that the re son advanced by ua for thie 

ttitude ere under tood by Mr. Bloo■. 

It waa hia judgment, however, th t this uncompromising at­

titude m, serve to jeo~ardiEe the entire Reaolution. He read to ue 

a copy of a letter to Senator Connally by the Secretary of &r Stimeon. 

He leo read to us co y of a letter from the ecret ry of t te, 

rel tive to the attitude of the Depa.rtment to ard the reaolutlon. 

The aub tanoe of the letter 1 that 1n view of the attitude of the 
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War Department, the eoretary of State, without p ing on the aer1t1 

of the resolution, IIU■t identity him elf th the ar Department. 

Kr. Bloom did not olioit any of theae 0011111unioation. It wa 

CongreaS'llan Luther A. Johnson of Texas -- the ranting Democratic mea­

ber of the House Oommittee on Foreign Affairs who ol1o1ted the 

oommuntoat1on w1 thout Kr. Bloom• a knowledge. 

It waa the considered judgment of Kr. Bloom that unlea1 eo■• 

kind of a modific&tion ia permitted with reference to the laat clause 

of the Reaolution, the view, of the ar Dep rtment will be upheld bJ 

the majority of the Oommittee. 

1th reference to the Executive Se ■ion ot the Committee t 

which two mili t ry men representing th ar Department will appear, 

r. Bloom tated that it 1 his \Dlderat ding that it waa Congrea■man 

Ja11ea . ad worth of Hew York who approached Mr. Stimson and requested 

him to aend repre entativee of his Department in order to present the 

views of the military le der to the Committee. 

Mr. Bloom said that at the coming zeoutive ee■ion ot the 

Oommi ttee thi1 Thursday anyt ing could happen. In reply to a ug~eation 

that no fin l action be taken t the Thursday Seaaion 1th reference to 

the Reaolution; that the eaeion be devoted exclu ively to the testimony 

of the repreaentativea of the ar Department, Kr. Bloo■ aaid that once 

the Session ot the Committee 1• in pogre a be would not be able to 

control the situation; that the Oo111111ittee then baa full freedom ot aotlon. 

Mr. Bloo■ aa1d it w poa 1ble that omeone might au gee an 

•end.llent whioh would mutilate the reao lutlon and be adopted. The 

oo■■lttee ■ay nen deo14e to take neg&t1Te aotlon on the entire Reeolutton. 
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He took pains to point out that even the friendly aembera of the 

Oo•1 ttee which could be expected to vote favorably on the ■er1 ta of 

the measure, throughout the public hearing - eol1o1 ted the obtaining 

of the view■ of both the r Department and tate Department. 

As a result of hie observations of the conduct ot the individual 

members of the Oommittee and by reasons ot conta.ota with them, be felt 

that the micompromiaing position taken by us will endan~er the resolu­

tion in its entirety. Moreover even the postponement of final action 

by the Committee may be frustrated, in spite of him elf. 

It must be stated that Kr. Bloom took great pa1ne to make hie 

own position clear to ua that he is ready and willing to go along with 

ua; that he will comply w1 th our iahe . Ho ever, Kr. Bloom eta ed 

emphatically that he could not asaume any reepoh1ibility personally 

for the development a; that in view of the stubborn determination of 

the Z1on11t !merrrency Committee to h ve the Resolution paea 1n lta 

entirety as it is, and without any modification, the Z1oniat leader­

ship would have to aeeume complete responai bili ty for the oonaequencea. 

Mr. Bloom pleaded by saying: "Give me something which would 

aerv.e to aooompliah the entire purpose of the Resolution incl uding the 

last provision and yet 'M>uld constitute such a modit1o&t1on of the ton 

ot the last clause th at 110uld make 1 t palatable to the Oommi ttee. 1 

In response to a question that in view of the objection• ot the 

r Department to the entire reaolution by hat prooeaa of reasoning 

does Mr. Bloom propoae to overcome the objection■ of the ar Department 

merely by an a11endlllent to the 1 ut olau■e, Mr. Bloo■ stated that tht• 



probl• ahould be left to himself; that he ould a eume the 

responsibility for it and 1th confidence of woo • 

di oua ion w1 th r ference to the kind of change he h d in 

mind took place. The discu aion e entirely academic as neither 

Dr. Feuer nor myself oould speak with authority with ref renoe to 

the modifio t1ona. n the oontrary e m de it very clear th t in 

the line of Dr. Silver's view hich he conveyed to Congressman Bloom, 

the prov1a1on 1th reference to the Oommonwe 1th is the basic eub-

stance of the Resolution th t no tampering with it will be countenanced, 

and that without the •commonwealth" provision as it i now, the 

resolution 1e valueleae. 

Ho ever, it ae the judgment of loom that if the Zioniet 

ergency Comittee oould ee its w y ol r to agree to a change of 

FOHM in the 1 t clau e he uld undertake to carry it through euo-

oea fully. The amendment would r ad ( in ub tanoe) a fo low : 

•• • • • • • 00 THAT HEN THE JE I H PJOOPLE H LL TTAI 
A KAJORITY I P LESTINI 'MEY HALL REOONSTITUTI: P LESTI I 

S FREE AND D OCRATIO 00 ON LTH, 1 or words to that effect. 

Kr. Bloom believed that th11 change 1n the wording or a similar 

wordin atiefaotory to the Zioni ta would be coeptable to the House 

Co11mittee; that the resolution then in it entirety would be reported 

out fayorably, the objeotion1 of the ar Department notwitb tanding. 

Pre11ed for an explanation aa to bo one could reoono11e 1uoh 

an otion th the neR'ative attitude of the Seoret ry of r a ez­

preaaed in h1 oomnlcation herein he objeota to anJ f&YOr&ble aotlon 

011 the Reaolutlon as a whole, Kr. B100■ repeatedlf in 1ete4 to plea■• 
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leave that matter to hi■; th the 11 conTinced that th this change in 

the wording he could persuade the judgment of the ember of the oo.,_ 

m1ttee of Foreign Affairs in our favor. 

It seems to the writer that the a.foreaal d ohan e ( or a.mendment) 

does not in any ay destroy the original intent. It eliminates the 

term, •uLTI TEN. It olearly eerts th t the eetabliehment of a 

free and democr tic Ooamonwe 1th in Palestine is predioat don the 

attainment of JE ISH majority of the po ulation in Palestine s 

a condition preotd.1At and that the words• 1 11AY R O N TITUTE," ie 

sub titut d by the rde, "HALL REOO TITUTE.• "HALL" 1 more 

poai tiv and leaves no room for more than on interpret tion. 

The writer le skeptical however :to the b111ty of Kr. Bloom 

to o use the other membera of the Houae Oo 1ttee on foreign Aftaira 

to coincide with hi view,. 

It mu t b a eumed th t the other m bera of the Committee who 

now entertain \Dlf&vorable viewa with r fer noe to the 1 0011110nwe lth1 

clause re not guided in their attitude merely by a whim or c price. 

Henoe the mere ob n 1ng of the form ithout affecting the substance of 

the lat provi ion my not be uffioient to bring about a reversal ot 

Yiewa in harmony with Kr. Bloo■• judgaent and Jet Mr. Bloo■ aJ be oorreot. 

All thi requir great oonstderatlon and cautiou judgment. 

There will be no other opportunity for us to pre ent our case 

before the u. ~- Oongreaa; the destiny of the Jew1eh Commonwealth in 

Pal atine ta being deci e4 I 0 !, 

I. D. I. 



LOUIS LIPSKY 
386 Fourth Avenue 

New York, N. Y. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
t. 105th St. and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

M.v dear Rabbi Silver: 

May 4, 1944 

I am sending you herewith a copy 
of the letter I have prepared to be sent to Bloom. 

If there is anything in it that 
you think should be corrected, please let me know by 
return mail. I shall not mail the letter to Mr. Bloom 
until I hear from you. 

I have tried to make the letter 
as gracious as possible in order to elicit some affirma­
tive action on Bloom's part. 

LL:FS 
Enc. 

Very cordially yours, 

~Li1t 

\ 
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PERSO•& 

Ron. Sol Blooa 
Bouae of epre entat1Yea 
Washington, D.C. 

lly dear Sola 
. 

.._, 4, 1944 

I think I owe 1t to :,ou (a, a friend) to g1.,. you-, 
e1tlllate or bow utter, •taDd aaon1 Z1oni1t1 and lewa pner~ 

, with regard to th• Palestine Reeolution, wh1cb now •l••P• 1:D 
Coaittee. It is nry- 11iportant that, you Ii-•• the oonclu1ion1 
I ar.riYe at 7our illmediat,e peraonal attention. 

Aa to your person 1 connection witb the Reaolut1ona 

At firet and aore particular~ during the h aringe, the 
1tand :,ou took••• admirable aad eTOked general Jnieh ap1ro-nl. 
But 1ince the putt1n1 awq or the Reaolution, there hae been a 
grow1Dg 're1entaeat, ap ciill.7 aa people are beoOllina aware ot 
the tact. that the actioD to defer waa tantaount to tillin1 •• 
Reaolut1on. Your on poai tion •a• deteriorated. ' 

'nle general ilg;rea11oa no• being circulated 1• that, 
while you •••ed to tavor the e10lutioll, you er. 1n fact. working 
all the while for ita defeat. It 11 in said tbat while 1ou. 
■ade aure to have eYe17bod7 bellev, that 1ou were a great friend 
or the cauae, _7ou actua.117 tried to force an ... nded reaolutio11 
to the Ol'"iginal one ript tr• the Tery beginnin1, although the 
Minded r eolution would haTe pr ctically 11ull itied the oripnal 
ReeolutionJ and that rou ha tened a wt• 1n Colai ttee, whiob 7ov. 
had pl"Clliaed would not take place, becau•• you were afraid that. 
the Republican• would th ... el.Tea bring the Reeolutlon on the tloor 
or the Houee. Your ~tlna again1t. the aoUon to deter in C4 mt t\ee 
wa1 ••rely a toraal 1e1ture. In raot, ,-ou l•t 7our1elt th~gbout 
tho•• ditfi.cult d&T• to the crafty uaNllftra or \he ranee llho 
were deterllined to kill th• Resolution. Becaue el th••• 111-
pt'"eaaiona, a maaber or leadi.111 Zioni1ta feel that you ha•• a:l1led 
th• into a aajor deteatJ &ad thie !eelinc 11 1ba!-ed b:, th• rant 
and file. 

I know it a• a tact that a pu.bllo attack on 1ou would 
haYe b ea• de at the •diaon Square Garden ■eeting laat ■ontb bad 
it aot been tor the re traWng intlueDce or Dr. Silnr, who held 
,-our critic• 111 check. 
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lay' 4, 1944 

p ho. 

Hon. Sol Blooas 

low, Dr. S11Yer teel• Tflr'1 ti-ongly' about the situation. 
He reel• that your action 111 hanq a ..-ote 1n Coalttee wa1 par­
ticularl7 daaaging, oOllin, a it did, onl7 a rn 4aya att r he 
and Dr. Wi• bad c eeaed in obtaining a 1atiefacto.,.,. tat•ent 
troa the eaid•t, hich ent a long way toward neutralising tbe 
int ention or the 1111.litary. But th unexp cted ~te ill CoeeSttee, 
cOllinc a r~w daya rter th t stat ent and betoN • Z1on1•t• bad 
a chance to capi\ali• oa it politioall7 in London and 1n lerueal•, 
alaost nullified tile great.~ u of the Pr sident•e utt anoe. 

As tt • no ,tand, ih Presid nt'• ttitud on Pale1-
tine 1• r une tain d beclouded thaa ev r before, eap oiallT 
1n vi• or tbe tat•ent he• d to the pre ea rew eeks follow­
ing the ir t u terUlO , when he c::a1111m~a.ted on Pal tine in ,uch a 
w •• to dor the si t1on or tJI• mili t rr. 

laturalq, t.be Zioniet led rabip cannot be exp oted to 
take a eition of realpatloa 1n tbia it t1on. It cunot 
cquie•c• in a aituatioa which iapair ey adTanta • • haTe 

gained in the p t aix aontba. !•p i 7 in d ot the fact 
that the Ada1ni1tration 1• 4etel"111.ned o Ye u merely geetur 1 
in1tead of action, and tbat tbe S\at D pa tllent 11 con i1tentl.7 
playing th gaa• or the Brit.1 Colonial Office, and, aore alanr,­
ing, that tbe Presid•t. hialelt aeeu to be unwilling to q D7-
thing det1Dit•, aD7tbing c011tort1n1:, -.,thing rea1u:;ur!n1, on a 
aattet- which 1• ao vital to our t\ature. Looking t tile situation 
objectively• I III p :raonally con-n.nced tbat there will break out 
a Y ritable eto!'ll ot orltlo1• and indignation •1ain1t 1he ldaini-
etratioa, bich, you c eadlly Wld•r•taacl, both you and I would 
r gad ae being h18hl7 unde11rable in the critical aonthe ah ad. 

Tb epublicana know what i I going on nry well. '11191 
a p,..eparing to u th 1• ue to th• utao1t. 'nlq cq arrord to 

ke liberal pro11i1ee and tbe:, are goin to aak• tha. Their ••t 
lik•l7 Pre1idential candidate h •al~•~ i1aued two torthri&bi 

o-Z1oniet tat-ta. fll • will b otber1. 'nlq will be uaed 
extanei•el1 aaong tb• J •• in I York, Q4o , Pbiladelph1a1 
Boaton, Cl land, nd el•• r• during the el Uon c811p&ip. 

These deTelop1enta ban pllt Dr. 811Ter 1n av r, diffi­
cult poeitloa. 'ftle Pre1ident had won hia ewer al1101t ooaplet-1,y. 
Fo-r the tlr1t tille 1a 7ear1, Dr. SilT r i sued a PIJbllc 1tat nt 
ayapatbetlc to and lndaterr of tile Pr••ldeat. But h 11 be1111 



liq 4, 1944 
Page Three. 

Hon. Sol Blooas 

forced to the oonclueioa that•• aattera now stand• the probab1li­
tie1 are that the present Adllinietration will do baolut,ely nothing 
to help the Jew11h people ech1••• their jun right• in Paleatin•, 
except to eend what be calla Roab Raebouh greeting• t.o Jews tro■ 
tille to tille1 and nothing more. You know that Dr. Sil•er•• Toice 
1111•tened to by Yast eectiona or our people. B• i• known to be 
a non-pa!9tiean 1n politics. In f act, heh e never inter,eaed ill 
Americen political af airs. It he 111 per111aded derinitel.7 that 
our oauee is b ing sacrificed in W hingtont he will not hesitate 
to speak out on the matter. 

I call your attentioa to the fact lbat ea illportant 
conference is to be h ld in Waahington on~ 23-24. It 1• to 
be attended by th led rs or 300 Allerican Jeri.eh c011111U111t1 s, 
who are engnged in thet ••rgency work ot the ZS.Oniet aon11•t• 
Their last aaeting • • held Ju•t before. the Palestine Reeolution 
was introduced. The,- will DOW have to giT• ,: report ot what 
ha• happened einc• aad what 1• now the attitude or our Gcwermaeat. 
A1 Cbairaan or the Exeouti•• Ocalittee ot tb• Aaerioen Zioniat 
Elergency Council, Dr. SilTer •ill ti c l upon to give that 

epo t. I &11 deeply concerraed ae to t h i1 going to aay •d 
what ction • "T follow 1£ condition r m ae thq are. 

• ) I ' , 

In rq judpent, it ie urgent that you ~rnede tho•• 
ill authority tbat eo .. action be takea before th• conference on 
Way 23-24. The Presidet gave aasuranoea to Dr • . Wi1 qd Dr. 

ilT r that h• would 11.ue a 1tat-nt in hie O'ID nue at\er 
coneulting with Ir. CJlurcbill. The Preeidmtt, Mend• ahould 
pereuade hill to ll&ke ,uch a etat•ent ..;_ clear and det'WtiTe 
aa to tll ri t.1 or the .T ewieh peo le \Uider th• landate, •• to 
tb• . 1 1. or the Aael"iou GoYerm•t tna-rd th• prold.•• that 
••• ■ade, as t,o the Jewilb CoiillonwealtJa, tree 1111aigration, aad 
IIO ro-rth. When he aball ha•• aade eucll a atat•ut, the sreen 
light OO'lld then be giv~~ to haY t.b• Retolutlon brought out. 
tr• tb8 COllllitt • to tb• noor ot th• Houee, where it eboulcl 
be wted on. Th• American people haTe a right to expreae tb-­
••lv•• on tbi ,ubJect. 1l'h97 are eager to apeak and place t1a .... 
eelYes on t"ecord. lo one ha be D tak• in by' the ailitar,r argu­
••t. Nobod1' h been perwaded tbat the internation of tile 
llilitar., w • Ju1t1r1 d 1n U7 wa7. To delay- thie action until 
after June would be fatal to all d relation• bet•- Allericaa 
Jew, and the present Ada1n1etration or Govemmnt. 

- - .. - - .. .. -
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Pae rour. 
Hon. Sol loo, 

I eublli t th • iapr a iona knowing th t you will ate 
th• e.s ooaing rOll a tri nd - ot 7oureelt and or the oo, Tel 
Adw1niatr tion -- an .. inc ly u g ;you to ive I ua thought 
to th su ,g tio I ve ... g..,,.v • 

11th a est er, , I ua, 

Yery cordially youra, 

Loui Li aq 

LL al S 



(1) You feel that a a friend of his you should rite him and tell 
him the feeling of our people ith reference to the action of 

the Foreign Affairs Committee on the Palestine Resolution and his 
(Bloom's) part in it. 

(2) There has been ~rowing resentment, especially as people are 
getting the impression that the action to defer as tantamount 

to killing the Resolution. 

( ) It ie being bruted about that you, Mr. Bloom, rushed throu~h a 
vote of the Committ e because you ere afraid that the Repub- . 

licans would get ahead of you and bring the Resolution onto the floor 
of the House where it would have, undoubtedly teen approved. You 
lent yourself to thoe forces who were determined to kill the 
Resolution. 

(4) The impression is being circulated that while, ostensibly, you 
favored the Resolution, you were all the time workin~ for its 

defeat. You tried to force an a ~ded resolution in its place right 
from th very beginning, which r c cally nullified the original 
Resolution. You made sure that everybody would think that you a e 
a great friend of the cause. The Zionists ea~erly elcom d hat 
they believed as your cooperation, o ly to be sadly disillusioned 
in the end. You made sure that you ould ot e attacked by voting 
aga inst deferment of the Re elution but Mi ... .-t!tl ere not taken in 
by that manoeuver. 

( 5) You kept on saying all the time "Leave 1 t o Papa". The Zionists 
now feel that they have been misled by you and that you have 

led th m into a major defea~~t------:;-

(6) It was upon t e insietence of Rabbi S1Jver that a public attack 
on vou •as not made at the great Madison Square Garden meeting 

1ast month. He has, so far, held your critics and enemies in check. 
He is, h · m elf, very much put out atout your action, but he is a 
fair-minded man and moves slowly. He feels that your action was 
particularly d!~ging, coming as it did a few days after he and 
after Dr. 11set\succeeded in obtaining a satisfactory statement from 
the President, which ent a lon_ ay in neutralizing the intervention 
of the military in the matter of the Resolution and all the Arab 
protests which had been made. The action of the Foreign ffairs 
Committee, coming a fe days after the President's statement and 
before even the Zionists had a chance to capitalize on it..,., politically, 
in London and i Jerusalem, alreoet nullified the value of the 
Presidential utterance. 

(7) From London and Jerusalem ,e have heard that the enemies of 
Zionism rejoiced at the action taken in Washington and that 

our movement has received a serious se.t-back. 



(8) The situation, as the Zionists see it, is that the Resolution has 
been buried in Committee and the President's attitude on Palestine 

is more uncertain and beclouded than ever. At a press conference a 
few weeks f 1 owip.EJh statement hich he issued through Dr. Wise and 
Dr. Silver, epTred to a question on Palestin in such a ay as to 
endorse the -position of the military. 

...J 

(9) The Jews will, of course, not take this situation with r signation 
nor will Zic 1st leadership, nor can they. If the impression hich 

now prevails, ~enerally, that the Administration has given the Zionists 
and the Je s of America the "run around" on Palestin , that our State 
Department is really playing the game of the British Colonial Office 
and that the President is playing along - in other words, that the 
Jewish National Home is being sold down the river - I believe that 
there wi 11 break . ..f9~'W before very lon~ a veritable storm of criticism 
and indignation ~e dministration, hioh you can readily understand 
will be highly undesirable in the critical months ahead. 

(10) The Republicans know it very ell. They are going to woo th 
Zionists. Their most likely presidential candidate h s already 

issued two very forthright pro-Zionist statements. I am sure that 
there will be others and that they will be used verv extensively 
among the Jews in New York, Chicago, Phil ad 1 hia, Cleveland and 
elsewhere before the election. 

(11) Rabbi Silver, who was very favorably impre sed 1th the 
President when he saw him at the White House and came out, for 

the first time in years in a public commendation of President Roosevelt, 
is no a~ain bein~ forced to the conviction which he has maintained right 
along, that the present Admi .ietratian will do nothing to help the Je~s 
achieve their just ri~hts in Palestine - that the President will keep 
on sending them what he calls '~sh Hashonah greeting! and wi 11 do 
nothing more. Rabbi Silver is very popular amon the Jews of Am rica. 
He is known as a non-partisan and his voice is listened to by vast 
sections of our people. If he is persuaded that our cause ie being 
sacrificed in We.shin ton, he will not hesitate to say so. 

(12) An important conference 111 be held in ashington on May 23rd 
and 2•th to which the leaders of 300 Jewish communities will 

come. They are t e Community Contact Chairmen of the Zionist movement. 
They met last, just before the Palestine Resolutions ere introduced. 
They 111 now have to be ~iven a report of hat happened to these 
Resolutions and why, and hat the real attitude of our government is. 
Rabbi Silver, as Chairman of the Ex cutive of the Zionist Dner~ency 
Council, will give that report. I am deeply concerned as to hat 
he will say. 

I 
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(13) In myr<1umble judgment, some action should be taken before very 
long.r'The President, who had in~icated when he met with Dr. 

Wise and Dr. Sflver, that he would issue a statement in his own name 
after consulting with Mr. Churchill, should be urged to make such a 
statement in the very near future - clear and definitive as to the 
rights of the Jewish people in Palestine under the tenns of the 
Mandate - the Jewish Commonwealth, etc. The "green light" should ~­
be given e:, •:rs to have the Resolution brought out from th 
Committee onto the floor of the House, where it could be voted on. 
The American P:? ople has a right to express 1 tself on this subject. 
The military argument has made no impression whatsoever. Nobody is 
persuaded that the intervention of the military was in any -ay 
justified. Rather, everyone is persuaded that someone has "used" 
the ar Department to do what til!IM1...,~-ll!!Jieillle8, did not have the 
courage to do op~nly/ 

0 

• 



COPY -- --

CONGR SS OF THE UUITFD STATE 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAL tS 
l!OUSE OF' REPR f TATIVF 
WASHINGTO, D.C. 

Mr. Louis Lipeky 
386 Fourth Avenue, 
New Yo k City 

1 dear Louis: 

y 10, 1944 

Needless to say, I have read your letter 
of the th with the most willing nd conscientiou care. 
I need hardly assure you (as a f~iend) that I a.m just as 
sym athetic to the cause of which you are so ardent a 
suppo te, as are you and your associates. 

Simils..rly, it goes with out saying the t 
I stand ready in any w y ii th in my po er, to serve and to 
be helpful. Just how fa. I or enyon , for that matter, 
can ive you an assurance of ability top ocure a state nt 
from the Pe ident --"clear and de initive" as you phrase 
it, on the r-ights of the Je ·sh peo le und 1 the Mandate 
I am U'1able to say. 

The willingness to help i. mine. The 
out come rests elsewhere. 

Sincerely your, 

SOL BLOOM 

SB :Cv 
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Hon. Sol Bl>om 
Committee on Foreign Affairs 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Sol: 

Mey 17, 1944 

I am replying to your letter of May 10th. 

I do hope that you will appreciate the 
importance of your personal intervention in this matter. 

The President makes his own decisions, but 
as you know, his decisions are the result of advices that are 
submitted to him. No one knows whether the President is prepared 
to speak, but it is important that he be asked from a number of 
dir ections by persons he has confidence in to make such a state­
ment. Could you not see the President and urge him to issue a 
statement as promised? 

Further, your readiness to help and your 
great sympathy with the cause should prompt TOU to press for 
action on the resolution. Unless the resolution is given con­
sideration before July l, 1944, the position is compromised 
beyond recall. 

Therefore, we are interested to know, when 
do you t.h ink the resolution can be brought up for action? 

I am deeply grateful for your sympathetic 
reception of my previous letter, and would respectfully urge 
action on your part in accord with your sentiments. 

With warmest greetings, I am, 

Very cordially yours, 

Louis Lipsky 

LL:FS 



LOUIS LIPSKY 
386 Fourth Avenue 

New York, N. Y. 

n,-.. Abba Hillel Silver 
. The Temple 
E. 105th St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

May 25, 1944 

I had a telegraphic reply to my second 
letter from Sol Bloom and arranged to meet him in 
New York. I saw him on Sunday ev ning and urged 
him to t ell me when he thought the resolution 
could be brought up out of Committee. 

He said that he was willing to do anvthing 
we asked of him. The subject could be raised again 
in hi Committee and probably could be reported out, 
but he was not prepared to talc th responsibility 
for what woul happen later. It w s his impression 
that if the resolution is brought up at any time 
before the invasion, or during the sharpest period 
of the inv~sion, it ould not pass through. But 
whatever we asked him to do, th at he would do. 
What he said was not encouraging at all. 

Very cordi8lly yours, 

Louis Lipsky 
LL:FS 



LOUIS LIPSKY 
386 Fourth Avenue 

New York, N. Y. 

June 8, 1944 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

I had a talk with a friend of 
Sol Bloom yesterday and told him that it was 
up to Mr. Bloom to make a statement very soon 
that it was his intention to bring up for con­
sideration the Palestine Resolution in his 
Committee, and that he intended to see the 
thing through. I suggested to this friend 
that it would be very important for Sol Bloom 
to make a definite statement as to the date, 
which should be some time in August. 

In view of the fact that a dinner 
is being given to Sol Bloom on Wednesday, June 
28th, I suggested that it would be most impor­
tant that he make that statement not later than 
June 28th. 

' 
I dJ not think it advisable to 

write this in a letter. My impression is that 
Bloom will find it advisable to act in accord­
ance with my suggestion. 

Very cordially yours, 

Louis Lipsky 
LL:F 



Ir. Louis Lipsky 
58 Fourth Avenue 
Ne Y rk, .Y. 
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ZIOl IST OrlG IZ TION OF • ' IC 
lr/20 16th St. r. 

,iashington, . 0. 

Dr. bb H. Silver 
j\ffierican ionist i!.mergency Council 
342 , e.d.ison venue 
Ne, York ,City 

Deer Dr. Silver: 

June 12, 1944 

This is to ack:no le e your letter of June 9 reg· rdin.~ 

Mr. Bloom. I ish I had been apprised about this before. 
I did not know th t there we any exce9tion taken by anybody 
to r. Bloom1 s conduct of affairs in connection ,ith the 
.nesolution. 

I had occasion to meet 1r. Bloo~ only days ago 
End e exchanged cordial runenitie. ot n ing been informed 

of .r. Bloom's action du.ring my absence in England, I assumed 

that his fine attitude at the beginning of the he rings 
continued, and comolimented him ccordingly. 

In the course of the convers tion, ho ever, he e.xr ressed 

an ooinion to the effect th~t it mi~ht be advisable, if the 
Resolution is to come uo gain, to leave out the last rrt. 

In response to th t, I told him that at this stage it would be 

the worse 90ssible thin ~ to do ~nd that the iiesolution without 

th Jewish Commonwealth uart in it ould be a 1aste of time 

and th t under no circumstance must he lend hmiself to any such 

t ctics, because such tactics ill be dee)ly resented by the 

Jews of erica. I repeated this caution sever'l times in the 

course of the conversation nd I h~ve rerson to believe that it 

sank in . 

. vir. Bloom uart ed ·,·i th me by as surins me that he has only 

one ambition and that is to serve hi eoole and that he is ready 

to talce my guidance with re ard to h t e want him to do. Vhen 

the pro~er ti1 e arrives, I may be heluful in securing his coo,eration 

along the nroper lines. 

,,ith 11 -ood ishes. I run 

Sincerely yours. 

I I 
6-15-44 Dr. Isr el Goldstein 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

.lrtlmr Lourie 

MEMORANDUM 

Date June 22, 1944 

1. Dr. Goldstein rang me to say that Congressman Bloom had telephoned 
him this morning following the receipt of the telegram to him from Dr. Wise, 
Dr. Goldstein, Rabbi Gold end Mrs. Epstein. Mr. Bloom bad asked Dr. Gold­
stein what was the reason for the telegrem and when the matter was explained 
to him he emphasized repeatedly that whatever his own opinion might be he 
would be guided with regard to action on tlle Resolution by ourselves, though 
ne.tura.lly he must be given the right first to express to U1I his. own opinion. 
Jloom added that he was ready to meet with the signatories of the telegram 
either Sunday or Monday in New York; or, at some earlier tine if they could 
come down to Washington. 

After consulting Dr. Wise, I spoke to Mr. Bloom and it was arranged 
that be should come to this office on Monday at 2:00 o 1clock. 

2. I have given Mr. Shapiro a draft statement for circulation amongst 
Chairmen of the Fmergency Councils with rega,rd to the status of the "Hebrew 
Conmittee for National Liberation'.!,.....and the letter received in this con­
nection from the State Depart~nt. I am also oomuunicating with representa­
tives of the Jewish press. 

3. An appointment has been arranged with Mr. Wallace Murr~ for Wed,. 
nesday at 3:00 P.M. It is doubtful, however, if Neumann will be available 
at that time as be plans to leave town early next week. If Neumann cannot 
go, I shall ask Lipsley to accompany Shulman, unless you have some other sug-
gestion. 

4. A. letter of congratulation has gone to Simon Marks on behalf of 
the Errergency Council. 

A.L:CK • 



Brief note of Conversation with 
Congressman Bloom. 

June 26, 1944. 

Present: Congressman Bloom; 
Dr. Wise, Dr. Goldstein, Rabbi Gold, Mrs. Epstein, 
Mr. Lourie. 

Dr. Wise in greeting Mr. Bloom told him that all those present 
were members of his own constituency and that they were glad to have 
the opportunity of a talk with their Congressman. 

In the course of sons discussion of the concluding days of the 
Legislative Session, Mr. Bloom ~entioned the Resolutions of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee with regard to Hungary and Turkey. One of these 
Resolutions had originally come up in Executive Session and he had 
found determined opposition on the part of a few people, including 
Mundt, Voorhees of Ohio, Johkman, and Luther Jomson. He bad then 
decided to adjourn the session and continue the discussion in open 
session the follo~ing day. In open sesEion these members kept their 
opposition to themselves and the Resolution went through. 

Coming to the Palestine Resolution, Congressman Bloom was asked 
in very direct terms by Dr. Wise wba.t he proposed to do and whether 
be would undertake to push the Resolution through without a».y change 
of any kind. Congressman Bloom said that he would bring up the Reso­
lution again at any time that we wished. The Resolution had not been 
tabled; it had merely been postponed and could be taken up 88ain when­
ever desired. He referred to the letter from Stimson to the Committee 
on the basis of which further discussion had been postponed, and said 
that this replaced a far stronger and from our point of view much 
worse letter, and that be, Bloom, had been responsible for the moii­
fied wording contained in the second letter which had insured the 
poetponerrsnt and not the rejection of the Resolution. The Congressman 
was asked whether it would be desirable beforeY'eintrodu.cing the Resolu­
tion to consult the Military. He replied that if we asked the Military, 
we were sure to get a negative reply. On the other hand, the war situ­
ation had already changed the picture a. good deal and we should be in 
a position to go ahead without fearing what the Military would do. 
Even on the previous occa.sion, bad it not been for the wholly uncalled 
for action of Senator Connolly in malcing inquiry first from the State 
Departirent and then from the War Departmant, there would have been no 
interference from those bodies and the Resolution would have gone 
through without difficulty. 

Congressman Bloom was asked who in his opinion had been respons­
ible for this initiative on ebnnolly'e pa.rt, and Rabbi Gold suggested 
that it was Colonel Hoskins. This suggestion was ridi.cu.led by the 
Congressman who said that the man responsible was Luther Johnson on 
his own Bommittee. Luther Johnson is a fellow legislator with Connolly, 
from Texas and a close friend of his. Mr. Bloom said that before bring-



2-Conversation with Congre sman Bloom, 
June 26, 1944 

ing up the Re~olution again this time he would have a talk with 
Connolly and he believed that thnt would prevent a recurrence of 
the previous intervention. Mr. Bloom stressed that after all this 
wes merely an expref:sion of opinion on the part of Congress and 
that there was no Ju tifica.tion for the interference of the Depart­
ments. 

Mr. Bloom was asked what were the prospects of the paesage of 
the Resolution as it stands and whether he would undertake that it 
should not be modified by the exclusion of the clause referring to 
the establishment of a Je i8h Comnonwealth. Mr. Bloom said that he 
did not think that that part of the Resolution was going to ca.use 
great difficulty. The one phrase in the Resolution which he did 
think might produce opposition was that which referred to "free im­
migration". There were ways of achieving the same thing by the use 
of different words and people !lere w re very sensitive to a phrase 
like Hfree immigration". He had had the same experience in connec­
tion with the resolution dealing with the so-called "free ports". 
Had another phrase instead of "free ports" been used such as "safety 
camps", or something else along those lines, he believes that there 
would have been no difficulty in obtaining authorization for many 
more than a thousand refugees under the President I s order. 

Mr. Bloom, in answer to further questions, said that he would 
definitely push the Resolution as it stood and would vote for it un­
amended. He added, however, that ever since Pearl Harbor every Reso­
lution from the Foreign Affairs Committee had been voted out unani­
mously and that if amendments were adopted in the Colllilittee by a 
meJ ori ty against him, he would have to join in support of the Resolu­
tion as it was voted out. He reiter ted that he did not foresee any­
difficulty so fer as tbe Jewish Comuonw alth clause was concern d. 
HP rema.r ed a one stage, however, that II I ish that you could get 
rid of Voorhee~ and Muottfor im". The~e was a reference to Mr. Eaton 
on the Conmi ttee. Mr. Bloom thought that be was not unfriendly, but 
that tba approach to him by Mr. Stone had not been a very satiefa.ctory 
an • Dr .. Goldstein then went on to refer to the dinner to be given 
in Mr. Bloom's honor the following evening. He said that 98~ of his 
constituents were anxious to hear a clear and unequivocal statement 
from Bloom inf avor of the Jewish Com11onwealth and Dr. ~ ise suggested 
the wording of a sentence which should be incorporated in his speech. 
Mr• Bloom said that they would have to leave that to him. He would 
word it in hie.'! own way and what he felt about Palestine would appear 
clearly enough from what he would have to say. Ha never wrote out a. 
speech in advance. He did not know what he was going to say before 
he spake, nor sometines, what he bad said after he had sat down, but 
m would speak as he felt. Hts love for Palestine dated back to his 
childhood and be was going to link up the thought of this grove which 
was to be planted in his name with the 2,000 years of Jewieh longing 
for PaV~stine. 



3-Conversation with Congr ss'llall Bloom, 
June 26, 1944 

Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldstein stre sed repeatedly And with sone 
urgency the importance of a clear and definite st tement by Mr. 
Bloom in his speech,to the Jewish Conmonwealth, and reference was 
made to the unequivocal remarks of Senator Brewster in this con­
nection in a recent speech. The Congressman said that there waa a 
difference between what he could do and what the Senator could do. 
He felt sure that we would be satisfied with what he would have to 
say. 

After some further talk on the same lines, but without anything 
decisive emerging on this point, the conversation which had lasted 
about an hour terminated. 

AL:CK 
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