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Conference with Senator Trewster of Maine

CONFIDETIAL

Pursusnt to an ap ointment I called on Senator FPrewster of Maine at his office
on Fridey, March 24, 1944, As he seened to be nrominent in the o4l disecuscions,
it was lmportant to ascertain from him the relaticnship of the 011 concessions
ia the Fear East to the future of the Jewish Hationgl Home, as well as to make
the Senator acousinted wilh our anxietles.

The Senstor deseribed the situstion as a cometitive one between tle United
States gowernment snd Grest Britain - that both sides were wooinz Kinmg lun Samud
and are re.dy to pay the nrice. The Senator pointed out that it was indeed
strange that in Lis correspoudence with the Departement of Stute with refereuce
to P.lestine becouse of his interest in the Jewish National Home, the Departe-
ment somehow always diwrted the subject matter of oil. The correspondence is
of a confidential ansture, but it seened to the Senator that the parancunt
interest of ocur Secretary of State in the Near Kast is concentrated on oil.

1 deseribed to the Senator our fears lest the Jewish Nautional Home be bartered
as a sort of "burning offering® to King Ibn Saud. I pointed out to Lim that
we were disturbed by rumors thut Genersl Hurley has mgde commitments adverse
to tie Jewish hopes in P.lestine. I exvressed the hope that tlhose rumors were
unfounded. Thereupon the Senator offered the information that he spent tlree
hours in conference with General furley -~ that in a discussion of all the
manifold preblems involved in the 0il concessions, the subjeet matter of the
conversation was strictly coafidential.

Cautiouely and tactfully I tried $o convey to Seantor Brewster the value of
any information he could give us on the subject - that the entire future of the
Jewish National Home is involved, and that it is of tremendous importance for
ue to know the facts.,

The Senutor was good enough to say thet your fears with reference %o Gen. Furley's
attitude towsrds the Jewish Nutionagl Home as relsted to the old guestion are not
unfounded, Of course, there zre no written sgreements snd there agre no written
records of tue conversastion Letween Gen. Hurley and Ibn Ssud, asserted the Seno-
tor. iHowever, continued Spnstor RPrewster, 'Mr. Nurley definitely associates
himself with the British policy with reference to the Jewish Hational Home, us
represented by the White Paner of May, 1939. It is clear, stated the Senator,
that in the conversagtions with Ibn Saud, the CGenersl conveyed his hnstile views
towsrds the Jewlsh atlonul Home %0 the King, whom he wa: courting in ihis
capucity as an American agent to work out the deel concerning the oll, To my
inguiry as to in what capscity Gen, urley ¢id set in hie dealings with the

Arab ruler, the Senator was unable to clearly define the status of Gen. Hurley

in connection with the negotictions he was cerping on with Ibn Saud., FKe deseribed
the Genersl's mission to Arabia &8 teing Lotk of o priv.te and a quasi~official
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On the basis of the three~lour conference that the Senator had with the
General, he asserted that the opinions expressed by Mr. Hurley %o Itn Saud and
other aArsb dignitaries were in their very nuture the General's private views,
and thet he 4id rot in any way make commitments for our goveranment. The Sena-
tor emphasized, however, that those private views were the views of an important
personslity elose to the govermment of the United Ststes, and particularly to
the President ~ that his views no doubt carried great welght in tie mind of

Ibn Sau@.

Senstor Brewster was zood encugh to say that during the confersation with

Mr., Hurley he endeavored to set the Generzl right om the Jewish Hationnl Home
by pointing out to him that the honor of the Uuited States 4s involved and that
it iz an "incongruity* for the United Stuates to fight a war for justice for the
common man agnd for the freedom of oprres:ced and persecuted peoples, and at the
sene Vime have spokesmen of the United Stautes, in whatever capacity, do awsy
with our policy in favor of the Jewish Nationa)l Home as established Ly the
United States Cungress iun 1922 as part consideration for the acquisition of
oil concessions . QGenersl Murley aergued, however, that spart from the cil
business Pulestine has alreedy done its slure for the Jewish peonle and that
tlwe Bnglish governuent has fulfilled its oblizctiom to the Jewish Hatiomml NHome
by making it possible for so many Jows to come %0 Pulestine and settlentliere.

Senator EBrewster secmed to be fanilist with the arguments pro and com relative
to the White Paper and tried to meet the contention of the General, apparently
without suecess.

Moreover, Sepator Brewster stated that Genersl Yurley conferred with President
Roosevelt to whom he lhas definitely conveyed his views with reference to the
Jewish National Home, and that tlose views of course were adverse to our
poesition,

I regardediit zs tactless to press the Senator with more detailed informatiom
with reference to the Oeneral's talk with the President, as h sppeared to be
comewhat reluctant to discuss it in greater detail, exeent to say that the
reoort siven to the President by Cen, Furley with reference to Pd estine was
an unfriendly one.

The Senstor from Maine wes good enough to volunteer that he would do hiec best
to wicover duriuns the hesrings before the Sennte Comnittee now engaged im am
inguiry with reference to oil in the Near East sny and every angle that has
relation to Pelestine, and whether or not any commitments were made, official
or othsrwise, by way sgent of our government, to Ibn Saud. MHe sald, however,
that this would be most difficult for the reason that those commitments, ir
made, were not matters of record, snd those who have !mowledge of them would
be reluctant to mi.ke revelations,
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The Senstor volunteered the invormatiom that ¥ncland ie stremucusly engoged in
on effort to divert the affection of Ibm Saud in their favor. Thus, he pointed
out, the efforts to promote o conference for the purpose of establishing an
Arad Tederstion of states wes no doubt initiated by Greet Britain, and hopes
must hsve been held out to Itn Saund that the leading role in this federation
wounld be aseigned to him. OFf course, he stated, these are speculations, but
they are not unregsonsble ones. Mr. Hurley reported to hin thept there are a
large number of Britishers in Swudis-Argbia and they evem lLave someone who is
& new edition of the late Lawrence of Arabia, who scems to be active in the
promimity of Ibm Saud.

It wae the judgment of Senagtor Brewster that both the Sgeretary of the Navy and
Lhe Secretary of the Ipterior, who seem %o be strongly in favor of the oil
concessiong in Saudig-Arabia, lLave not been made aware of the involvement of
tie Jowish Neutional fome in conneetion with any hoves that mizht have Veen held
out to Iba Saud by any American spokesman in connectiom tlLerewith.

Mr. Zrewster suggested that we give him s memorgndum on the entire subjeet
dealing with the interest of Palestine and the Jewish hones, as he is ready to
use his good offices for tie purvize of trying $o wncover during tle progress
of the Lwaring the nature of the consideratimm offered to King Iin S:mud at
tihe expanse of the Jewisgh position in Palestine,

The Senator deseribed the attitude of the President ae being vague, and therefore
unsatisfuctory. lMoreover, i stated that the situation ecalls for sction aznd
that %deeds” and mot vague words coun$, He gquoted Fnerson in substance: TYour
deeds I see; your words I do not hear.

Sengtor Brewster develped during our conversation s n-ovel aporoach, that is to
say, o novel spprosch for an Averiecsn. He maintsined that the Jewish National
Home could well become, and should become, sn Ameriesn outpost in the Near
Ragt, that if we are comterplating making zrest investmente in Arabia, then
it i3 in the interest of the Uuited States to encourage the establ ishment of
4 Jewish com:onweslti: in P.lest ine, whieh would e-nstitute & friendly soot in
the Near Rest, and which in o erisis wonld be of zZrest value to the United
States. Noreover, the friendshin of the Jews in Palestine ¢ uld be acquired
by America by cooperzting with the Jewish Fationsl aspirations in Palestine,
and by helping the Jewish people Yo nmcote Pslest ine a Jewish commonweslth.

The Senator pointed out that the Jewish Wat iongl Yome has been developed by
virtue of rie finsueis)l swoort givenm by American Jews. Hence, this fact
should be utilized dy our government in order to cement a stronger friendship
between the Jewish ¥utionsl Fome and the United States, instead of al lenating
it by sssoelating ourselves even passively with the British White Peper. 1In
this conneetion he exhibited on cdvanece print of sn article "The Soviet Wooing
of Pulestine - Russian-British Competition in the Midlle East®, by Hliahm
Ben-forin, whieh will sppesr in Harper's magazine of April 24, 1944 snd which
advance proof is, of course, confidentisl,
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The Senator was visibly disturbed by what Ben-Horim has to say with reference
to the iInfluence of Russig in the Jewish ¥ational Fome, The Russiang, he
said, ane ®rezliste® and they do not hesitate %ec reverse policies when that
reversal serves tleir purposes, as evidenced by the change of sttitude of
Russia towards the Jerish Nationgl Home. The senztor continued: If the
policy of Great Britain iz thaot of the Waite Peper, and if America acquiesces
in the White Paper, then g8 & natural consequence the Jewish National Home
wonld De driven to solicit favor from RBussia, which, no doubt, will be & great
factor in arranging the next pesce.

Senator Brewster stauted tlhat the F$lews expressed by Ben~Horin were substantieted
by hie own experieccce in Palestine and the Near Fast. Fe was tremcndounsly
impreesed on his last visit to Pulestine with the gmount of Russisn influence
in Pulestiue to the exclusion of otlicr interests. I endeavored to set him
right, that is, not te confuse the Jewish cooperstives in Pzlestine with Commu-~
nism; and the fact that tle najority of the Jews of Palestine come originally
from Russias does uot in any way intimately sassoelabe them with the policies of
Stalin; that it is couceivgble that iAf tle Jewish Natiom:l Yome is forssken

by its BEritish and American friends, it wolld be ecompelled to enguge in &
search for otlier friends as & last resort.

However, it may well be stuted categorically as a faet thet there is a natural
spiritual offinity between the Jewish National fome and America, and that
Palestine Lis g geuunine affection for the Unite States, as the Jews of Pal~
estiue are natural exponents of our demoeratic nrinciples and tie American way
of 1ife. Therefore, American could make Jewish Palestine a fortress of
friendship and an outpost of Srue Americanism dy the pursuit of a positive
policy of friendship and encoursgement, ;

The Senator reguested me to give him & memorsndum on the guestious raised by
Ben~Horin, as e regarded it g8 a new angle which could be utilized in favor of
the Jewish National Home by causing Armerican to realize the great value of
such zn outpost in the Near East for american interests.

I call your sttention to the reply of Senator Frewster to Hurver's magazine.

The conference was rether o leongthy one and I have enfeavor:d to zive you the
substance of tie confersation., I might add that Senator Brewster authoriged
me Lo convey to you personslly the facte stated by him relative to the opinions
of Gen. Purley, and he was good enouvgh to refer to you in most kindly terms,






