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ON MARCH bTH WE RECEIVED THE ATTACHED CA LE FRO~ 0UR LONDON OFFICE TOUCHING ON A ----
NUMBER OF l 1\i1PORTANT QUEST IONS DEAL1tl3 WITH PALLSTINE. TyE CABLE STATCD THAT THE \/tE.WS 

THEREl'J WEHE GIVEN OY " BR ITISH OFFICIAL. CIRCLES" WITHOUT SPECIFICALLY Mt::NTIONIMG ANY 

NAMES,, S THE CON.,.ENT S \J ERE P .,PORTAtJT , I CABLED THE LOtJOON OFF I CE INQUIRING AS TO THE 

IDENTITY OF THE ANOMYMOUS OFFICl;',L ClnCLE.Se THE REPLY SAID THE IMFORMATIOt J HAD BEEN 

ISSUED '3Y THE 8H ITl$H t.~INISTRY OF IJF'ORti '.nT ION. 

THE NEXT fl.'.ORN I IJG (APPAt~ENTLY AFTER THE I NFORdA TI •,'N APPCAREO IN OUR LONDON BULLET I '\I 

ANO WAS uROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF A GO VERIIMENT OEPAHTMENT OTHER THAN THE ,1 1 NI STRY OF 

INFORMAT ION), I RECEIVED A TELEPHON£ OALL FROM THE BRITISH INFORMATIOf. OFTICC HERE I\SK-

1 NG ME WHETHER VIE HAD RECE I VEO A CABLE FPOM LONDON CONTAIN I NG A STATEMEtJT l SS UED BY THE 

M INISTRY OF l!JF'ORMATION, AND IF S0 7 WOULD WE PLU,SE NOT PUBLISH IT. THE d lO MAN EX-

PLAINED THAT THE INFORMATION WAS NOT INTENDED FOR PUOL ICATIO~! RUT WAS A SURVEY ON PAL-

ESTl~E QUEST I ONS PREPAPED BY THE MINISTPY OF INFORMATION FOR INTER-DEPARTMENTAL USE. 

HE SAID THAT -HE STATEMENT ViAS GI VEN TO OUR OFFICE IN LO NDON 11 0Y Ml STAKE" ANO THAT OUR 

OFrJCE HAD NOT !:3EEN TOLD THAT ITS CONTENTS WE'~E NOT FOR PUBLICATION• 

BY THE TIME THE BRIT ISH ! ~FORMAT I ON FFl~E CALLED MC 1 P~RT OF THE STATE~ENT HAO 

ALREPOY BE~N PUBLISHED IN OUR NEW YORK BULLlT IN WHICH WAS MAILED OUT O THE PREVIOUS 

EVENING,. fHE STORY SAID THAT ALTHOUGH (.;HURCHILL MIGHT HAVE PERSONAL r-EELINGS ABOUT 

PALESTINE, HE v~OULD HAVE TO FO '- LOW THE GENE RAL LltlJE OF THE JRIT ISH CABINET ·JITH REGARD 

TO THE PALESTINE ISSUE. I EXPLAINED TO MR. BERLIN OF THE BRIT ISH !~~FORMATION OFFICE 

THAT IT WAS TOO LATE TO WITHDRAW THE STORY FROM OUR BULLETIN SINCE PAHT . F IT HAD AL~ 

READY BEEN PUBLISHED AND WAS IN THE HAN::lS OF OUR READERS. HAD THE STORY UICTATED 

OVER THE TELEPHONE TO THE BR ITISH INFOPMATION OFFICE FOR MR . BERL ll\'~S lt!FORf1lATION. 

~ILE I WAS TALKING TO THE OR I TISH INFOR MAT ION 0FFICC 1 A CABLE CA ~E IN FROM OUR 

LONDON OFFICE READING: 



... • 
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•1EYE3TER[ Y' ufFIC I L LICATl<,tl "EAL_ Tl JE L _"' RtJ AUTl HIT TIVELY 

(;lJCUliEt T CITED /\S ACTLAL SUFVt.Y SITU Tl< tJ P PA' ·o 111 JISTRY OF 

F :1t1T l(JtJ FOR DEP RT Etri Lu:£ tlOT r- ,1 PU" LI(; Tl 'tJ cr r c uL TEO RY 

E r.Of~ T JE T C RRE P N JENTS" 

LATER I t-J THE DAY I MET MR. BERL IN l\ND HE EXPRES~ED THE OP I NION THJ\T THE DOC'l~~ENT 

WAS INTENDED SA "LINE OF GUIDA~ICE 11 F"OH PRESS ATTACHES IN THE £3RIT ISH EMO SSI SIN 

NEUT AL GOUNTR I ES WHO RECENTLY HA VE RECE I VEO ~A!~Y QUERIES 6 Y i,E\ SPJ\PERS ON THE · 

R ITISH ATT l ,vDE ON THE PALESTINE , ssur. . 
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PW3 VIA PREWI 

~46 LONDON 246 6 1715 COLLECT 

PRES~ SUPERNEWS NE YORK (SUBJ CCTN) 

WH I TEP PER PO L I CY BEEN DEFF.NDED BRIT I SH FF IC I L CI ac LtS HE?LY I MG N U1EROUS IJE '-- TI flt S f~E CENT 

DAYS RE PALEST I !E PROB LEM STOP LitJ LL I M' I GRANTS All.OU:~O SUd',IH I T[PAPER Er-lTEPf.Q PHU: TI ~JE CI ~C LES 

OUTPOINTED BECAI JSE EXiJEC[SS I TY CotlT~~c L HtM I GR TI OM Al cc POANC E C· 'U!'IT1YS ABSlJi~PT I VE. CArAC I TY 

U1T,BILITY IMf' IGRA~TS rJECE&vlTY DETECT INFILTRATIONS l [S FIFTHC: LUt~NI , TS 

2 

STOP STRUMAERfi PATR I Ef•S UN OMITTED i:3ECALJSE ILLEGAL I M~1 I GRANTS STOP RECHlJr~CH ILLS ARCH I :'A LO I J-

vLA 11:{$ ATTITUDE f-'RO'wJHITEPAPER CIRCLES STRESSED HJ DEM GRACY 1:XBRITISH TYPE SUCCESSIVE G VERN

iv1ENTS COt--JS IOCR THJ T THEYVE COLLECTIVE AS Ol ,3TINCT tXI .D IVIDUAL HtSPONS l8 1LITY STOP STATESMPJ 

8ANN T ET'JO',T ALL.OH PEnsrt!A L PREDILt:CTICNS SP!~O 1/AY EXCotJTIMUITY EXOECISIOt~S F:XSTATE STOP 

THIS PAHTIClll • 1-LY T'=<UE '<EL f~XFl)i-:;EIGN POLICY ~TOP COtAt 'OJTl~·JG LiAMOATES C0:1):113S!C'N ATTITUGE 

PRO HITE PAPER SAID ATTITuDE co~~" I SS IOf~ 'ffAK[i~ED EXSUGSE lUENT l !HERChANGE EXIVE'.'S HERE!. 

t!lEMBC S COULD NO AG~E.'E Wll[THER POLICY 'IH ITEPAPER ACCC F<[, MANDATE CF! ~/ANOATE UNHOHK:ABLE fN c IR-

CL'tv~STANCF.:S THE RE FOr.~ SANSUNAN I MOUS ECOML'ENG "TI' NS SENT ~l lt~UTES PROCCL: 1C IL LE. GUE SI Tl; TI ON 

-:, EMA iNING I NDETERMINATE fiEOUTSREAI< 1AR STuP JE:.A~h'Y urJBf.,..tJ F-~AISEO ~l INLY RE10\1 11JISTRATIVE 

DfFTICULTlfS IJ,lHICH ROARIJE IF EvERY r1 CE RELIGIGUS ~.1 1 J "R ITY 9HITISH EMPI ~E fRCH ISE m1 N 

ARMY STOP TH IS ESPECIALLY iRuE EXSt.1A l.L UNITS STOP ALO OIFFICt 1LT l fJ ENTlfY GATHEH EX":URL OVER 

J WS WlrH ING SERVE SUCH AHt~Y UNPR MENTlil~J IELDllrn Af MY PROS! .1GLE UN IFIED 1·,1 1 ..,LE STO? ·iERVICES 

JEUNITS C: . LOIT EXI.JUIVIOUAL JE ,, :_; SEEM E.,U[S SSILfJATE STUDY E.XPAP[\S RECEIVE THEIR DUE 

GOi • .PAREO OTHER H. C S OCCUPY LESS S ACE BECAUSE OBV l vUSL Y NUMCR I CALLY I t"FER ICR PROOTf lER RA CES 

EXBRITISH EMPI FI E STC:P AfJSORPTIVE CAPACITY CA,.tJO T EXACTLY EXTPAATEO EXJEWISH ~JO IJE\IISH R[SEARCH 

li~CE Of.PEN s A.VAILABILITY JEilSH CAPITAL. ' ELLS ,ECOMDITIOtJ f XGOODH ILL li.t THIN t!THOUT cournRY 

STOP REU,TIOtiS nnERJElf/S ~A8S BCEN BETTER SUBTURKISH RULE Sit CE A;, [iS THEf UNFEA,"?ED ESTABLfSH-

~ENT EXPREOOMINENTLY JE~ISH STATE ALTER BITTER F- ELINGS EXARABS DUE IMLi luRATICN FURTHER 

EXACERBATED EXEXTRAVAGA~IT CLA IHS EXn NY ZION! · T LEADERS 

SUPERNEVS 

221 ?XMC 
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Report on Dr. LeSourd1 s Trip to Washington 
August 17th and 18th . 

... - - - -

( 8 /':!IJ / 44 BML: Ild) 

" 

The purpose of my trip to Washing~on was primarily to obtain an ap-pointment 

with Secretary of State Hull for the presentation by members of the Executive 
of 

Council of the American Palestine CoD111ittee~/a series of proposals dealing with 

the emergency created by the new situation in Hungary. 

I first discussed the plan with Senator Wagner, who approved the idea and 

gave me a letter to Mr. Hull asking him that every courtesy be extended to me. 

When I went to Secretary Hull's office, I talked with Mr. Morris N. Hughes, 

one of his secretaries. Mr. Hughes suggested that in advance of our conference 

with Mr. Hull, we confer with Mr. George E. Warren, who, he said, is in direct 

charge of Palestine affairs. 

When I went to Mr. Warren's office, he was leaving for the Treasury Depart

ment to send a wire to the British Government confinning the State Department's 

collaboration in a joint assurance to Hort~•s Government that England and the 

United States would take care of all Jews who were released from Hungary. 

On the next day I discussed the situation with Mr. Warren at length, and 

as a result of information thus obtained, specific proposals were drawn up for 

presentation to Mr. Hull. 

While I was in Washington, I conferred also with Senator Connally 

who discussed with me the advis~bi~~ ty of a ~pecial I_"esolution 1?Y . the Senate 

Foreign Relations Comnittee. He seemed to feel, however, at the end of our 

conference, that such a resolution would have little value in view of other 

pending resolutions. He said quite frankly to me that 1 t was unfortunate that 

various resolutions presented in the Senate and House alw~a included a 

reference to the Commonwealth which, he felt, raised questions upon which there 

was wide disagreement. He agreed with me, however, that the Jewish Homeland bad 

made a decided contribution to Arab life. 



Representative Bloom was out of the cit71 but I talked with hie 

secretary- who assured me that every-thing possible was being done by Mr. Bloom 

and the House Committee on Foreign Affairs to speed the acceptance of Hortey-1 s 

offer. 

On my return to New York, the proposals were drafted and then I called 

Mr. Hughes for an appointment. He said that he bad talked with Mr. Warren, who 

felt that his interview with me had been sufficient, but I insisted that the 

Committee wished to discuss the proposals with Seeretary Hull. He then asked 

that these proposals be sent to Mr. Warren who would help us put them in the 

beet possible form for presentation to the Secretary. It was decided, however, 

that the proposals would not be sent to Mr. Warren and instead we sent a wire 

to Mr. Hull requesting a conference for President Marsh, Dr. Atkinson and 

Justice Maxey, stating in that telegram that we would confer with Mr. Warren 

before our interview with him. 

More than a week passed before we heard from Mr. Hull. A letter from 

him, dated August 29th, states that in view of the pressure of business, it 

will be impossible for him to see us personally but he had made an appointment 

for us with Mr. Adolf A. Berle, Assistant Secretary of State, for Tuesday, 

September 5th, at 4:00 p.m. if that time was agreeable to us. The time is 

not wholly- satisfactory, but I have written Mr. Hull thanking him for his 

courtesy and telling him that we would get in direct touch w1 th Mr. Berle 

after contacting all the members of the Executive Committee. 

- - - - - - - - - - -



•- , .. 4 

Pltlll ltll.EAIE 
• NEW YOlUC OFFICE: 

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 41 East 42nd Street 
1720-16th Street, N.W., Washington 9, D. C. • MI 4480 New York, N. Y. MUrrey Hill 2,-4917 

FOl\ IMMEDIATE BELEAS~ 

MEMORANDUM ON RESCUE OF JEWS SUBMITTED TO STATE DEPARTl,rEJ.°'qT 

BY CHRISTIAN SPOXESMEN 

-.. - .............. 

BEBLE GETS FIVE-POINT PROGRAM 

_____ .,.. ....... 

Washington, D. C. - A five-point program for the rescue of Hungarian Jews, includ

ing a recommendation that Palestine certificates should be made available to 

refugees in Southern Italy in order to make room there for such additional 

refugees as m~ escape via Jugoslavia, has been submitted to the State Department. 

This was announced todey by Dr. Howard M. LeSourd, director of the American Pales

tine Committee. 

Dr. LeSourd disclosed that the five-point memorandum was presented to 

Assistant Secretary of State Adolf A. Berle by a delegation consisting of Rev. 

Frederick Brown Harris, Chaplain of the United States Senate, Rev. Richard E. 

Evans, member of the executive committee of the Christian Council on Palestine, 

and himself• 

The .American Palastine Committee's memorandum urges: 

n1. That every facility be provided to enable the immediate emigration to 

Palestine of those Jews at present in Hungary who are actually in possession of 

Palestine certificates9 These are estimated to number at present only approximate

ly 4,000 out of an original fig\lre of 8,000, the balance having alreaey been 

deported to death camps in Poland. 

"2. That arrangements be made for the large acale grant of immigration 

certificates into Palestine for Jews in Hungary up to the limit of the available 

(more) 



... 
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transportation facilities; the previous restrictive policies of the British Govern

ment in this regard should not be allowed to stand in the wey of saving the lives 

of these helpless refugees. 

"3. With a view to releasing the pressure on the crowded refugee camps in 

Southern Italy and thereby making room for such additional refugees as may escape 

via Jugoslavia, Ps.J.estine immigration certificates should be provided for all such 

refugees in Southern Italy as may wish to go to Palestine. The present position 

is that these refugees are physically safe, but oorally and materially deteriorat

ing. If they are enabled to go to Palestine, they would be given the opportunity 

to begin their lives afresh, and at the same time additional possibilities of 

escape would be opened to other refugees. 

"4. That every help and encouragement be given to the International Red 

Cross in its task of organizing and effecting the work of rescue. 

11 5. That if additional funds beyond what the Red Cross and private agencies 

have at their disposal are necessary for the purposes of the work of rescue, action 

be taken forthwith by our Government to arrange for the allocation of such necessary 

add.i tional monies. 11 

The American Palestine Committee is "the vehicle for the expression of the 

sympathy and good will of Christian America for tho movement to reestablish the 

Jewish National Home in Palestine." Included among the Committee 1 s 4,000 members 

are 60 Senators, 200 Congressmen, 26 Governors, as well as many outstanding leaders 

in the fields of education, journalism, industry, commerce and labor. 

The text of the Committee I s memorandum follows: 

"The American Palestine Committee, founded by Senator Robert F. Wagner end 
the late Senator Charles L. McNary, and comprising Senators, Congressmen, Governors, 
educators and other non-Jewish leaders of American public opinion to the number of 
more than 4,000, expresses through its Executive Council its satisfaction that the 
Governments of the United States and of Great Britain have accepted the offer of 
the Hungarian Government for the release of Jews from Hungary, and will make 
arrangements for the care of such Jews leaving Hu..11gary who roach neutral or United 
Nations territory. 

(more) 
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"The offer of the Hungnrinn Government included permission to dep".rt for cll 
Jews i n possession of immigration certificates for Palestine, nnd of cll children 
1xp to the oge of ten with visas for unoccupied Europe nnd overseas. Rel'.)orts now 
reaching this country make it clear that t he Nazi government will seek to prevent 
the ,rD.nsi t of Jews betwe€n Hangary and neutral havens in Switzerland rnd Sweden. 
It thus becomes a matter of urgent importance that if full use is to be made of thr 
Hungarian offer, ns many Jews as possible sho.J.l be admitted through the Balkans a.11.d 
Turkey into Ptlestine. The failure of the United Nations to to.lee full nnc1 immedi atE:, 
advantage of the Hungarian offer will be disastrous and u..11.der Nazi pressure might -
if it has not already done so -- result in the countermanding of that offer and the 
resumption of large scale deportations of Jews to the death camps of the Nazis. In 
the light of these fe,cts the American Palestine Committee urges: 

111. That every facility be provided to enable the immediate emigration to 
Palestine of those Jews at present in Hungnry who are actuo.lly in possession of 
Palestine certific~tes. These are estimated to number at present only n.pproximateq 
4,000 out of e.n original figure of a.ooo, the balance having ali·e~.,_dy boen deported 
to death camps in Poland. 

11 2. That arrru1gement s be made for the large s ce.le grant of im nierati on 
certificates into Palestine for Jews in Hungary up to the limit of the eveilable 
transportation fo.cili ties; the previous restrictive policies of tho British Govern
ment in thi e regard should not bo allo-.vcd to stand in tho wa;y of saving tho lives 
of these helpless refugees. 

11 3. With a view to releasing the pressure on the crowded refugee camps in 
Southern Italy and thereby making room for such additional refuGees as may escape 
via Jugoslavia, Palestine immigration certificates shonld be provia.ed for all such 
refugees in Southern Italy as may wish to go to Palestine. The present position 
is that these refugees are physically safe but morally and materially deteriorating. 
If they a.re enabled to go to Palestine, they would be given the opportw1i ty to 
begin their lives afresh and at the same time additional possibilities of escape 
would be opened to other refugees. 

"4. That every help and encouragement be given to the International Red 
Cross in its task of organizing and effecting this work of rescue. 

"5. That if additional funds beyond wha'o the Red Cross and private agencies 
have at their disposal are necessary for the purposes of the work of rescue, action 
be taken forthwith by our Government to arrange for the allocation of such necessary 
additional monies. 

"The oppressed Jews of Europe look to the United States for salvation; and 
such non-Jewish organizations as the American Palestine Committee h~ve a special 
obligation to assist them in every wny possible in their extremity of need. We are 
confident, Mr. Secretary of Ste.te, tho.t under your wise ond energetic lec.dership, 
as well as that of our President, the joint action of the Britioh end American 
Governments in seeking to save the remnnnts of this tortured people will achieve 
success.n 
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