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1/18/44 

t MEMORANDOM 

TO: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

FROM: Elihu D. Stone 

CONFDEiiCE OF NEW JERSEY JEWISH DELmATION 
HEADED J3Y JOME WILLI.AM NEWcomi WITH CONGRESSMAM EATON; FRIDAY, JANUARY 14, 1944 ::::e::-> 

Subsequent to the conference with Congressman Joseph w. Martin, Jr.,-
Minority Leader, on Tuesday, January 11, 1944, in accordance with the suggestion 
of Dr. Silver, Mr. Stone telephoned~ Joel Gross, Newark, New Jersey, relative 
to the advisability of having a delegation from New Jersey come to Washington 
for the purpose of conferring with Congressman Eaton. It was conveyed to Mr. 
Gross1 in the opinion of Congressman Martin; that Congressman Eaton, the rankiDg 
Republican Member of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, would be the best 
person on the Republican side to introduce the proposed Palestine Resolution. 

It was the considered J~ent of Mr. Gross that a committee consistiDg 
of prominent constituents of Congressman Eaton's District should go to Wash
ington in connection with the aforesaid proposal of the Minority Leader. 

As a result of the effort of Mr. Gross, a delegation from Congressman 
Eaton I s District arrived in Washington last Friday. The delegation was headed 
by Jud8e W'illisn Newcom, of Plainfield, New Jersey. The other members were: 
Frederick I. Pelovitz, Esq., of Somerville, New Jersey; A.ugu.stus S. Dreier, Esq •• 
of Plainfield, New Jersey; and Frederick A.. Cllore, Esq., of North Plainfield, 
New Jersey. 



... .. 

The conference with the Congressman lasted about two hours. This is 

significant)as Congressman Eaton left~xecutive meeting of the House Committee 

on Foreign Atf airs which was then in progress in order to meet J'tl.dge Newcorn 

and the other members of the delegation. 

Mr. Stone participated in the conference as a representative of the 

Zionist Jmergency Committee. 

Judge Newcom and his colleagues were cordially received by Congressman 

Eaton~ 

.A.fter an exchange of pleasantries. Congressman Eaton referred to the 

manifold tasks confronting his committee. Particularly troublesome is the 

problem of relief and rehabilitation after the war. 

Reference was made by the New Jersey Congr_essman to a certain irritating 

committee headed by one wbo is in this country on a temporary visa , by the 

name of Bergson. He observed that 11 this man :Bergson is doing a great deal of 

harm to the Jewish people.• Judge Newcorn quickly disassociated himself and 

the other members of his delegation from the activities of Mr. Bergson. It 

was made clear by Mr. Stone that Judge Newcorn•s delegation is identified with 

the American Zionist ll):nergency Council. and the .American Jewish Conference. 

Judge Newcorn stated that this visit was a continuation of the one in 

Plainfield. and that he is starting off from the point where they left off 

in New Jersey. The Judge recalled the conversation with the Congressman 

while in Plainfield during the Christmas recess, and that he left Zionist 

literature with Dr. Eaton. The Congressman smilingly remarked that he read 

all of the pamphlets; "some :11 read religiously, and others, irreligiously.a 



Judge Newcorn suggested to the Congressman the advisability of introducing 

the resolution himself. as he 1s the ranking Republican member of the House 

Com:nittee on Foreign J..ff airs. This would be a particularly appropriate act, 

stated Judge Newcorn. •as you are a former Minister of the Gospel." Congressman 

Eaton appeared rather solemn at this moment. In reply he stated that he was 

very much interested in the Jewish problem that the unparallelled Jewish sufferi?li; 

in Europe deeply moved him, and that he is in favor of the Jewish National Home , , 

in Palestine. 

Dr. Eaton recited in the original Hebrew the first few sentences of the 

first Cha,ter of the :Book of Genesis. He did it beautifully. He thus emphasized 

his Hebraic affinity. 

The proposed Palestine Resolution was handed by Judge Newcorn to Congressman 

Eaton who read it tbrCl>-ugh carefully. The Congressman characterized it as being 

"elevern and he inquired as to its authorship . Mr. Stone informed him that the 

authorship of the resolution is a composite one, and it includes such men as 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. Judge Morris Rothenberg, and others. 

Mr. Stone pointed out that the resolution merely reaffirms the policy established 

by the United States Congress twenty-two years ago when it adopted the Lodge 

Palestine Resolution, which is the Law of the Land today. Surely, a Home is a 

place in which one enjoys the freedom of entry. "Hence,• continued Mr. Stone, 

"the resolution simply expresses the .American point of view as to the right of 

the Jewish people to enter Palestine, and to enjoy the full opportunity of 

colonization." 

Congressman Eaton called attention to the last line of the resolution wherein 

reference is made to a Jewish Commonweal th, pointillg out that it contains 

grave implications. 
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Mr. Stone suggested that the reference to the establishment of a Jewish 

Commonwealth is a logical corollary to the first two propositions, namely--the 

freedom of entry into Palestine and the freedom of colonization. If these 

propositions are acceptable and if in due course of events, the Jewish people 

constitute a majority in Palestine, then it would be perfectly pro er to re

constitute the Jewish Commonwealth, on the basis of a covenant with Great Britain 

and the successor of the League of Nations, observed Mr. Stone. 

Congressman Eaton volunteered the information that since the last conversa

tionwith Judge Newcom at Plainfield, he spoke with officials of the State 

Department relative to Palestine. It was made clear to him that this is no 

time for set~ political problems in Palestine, as it would tend to provoke 

the .Arabs an~entire Islam world, and that it would endanger the security of 

our .American armed forces in the Near East. 

Judge liewcorn called to the attention of the Congressman that the .A.rabs 

have done nothing to help the cause of the United Nations and that du.ring the 

critical period of the war, the United Nations were even hindered by the uaba. 

Mr. Stone pointed ou.t the tragic experience of the ~ritish in Iraq. Moreover, 

the FQptian J,.rmy was disarmed by the British because it was not trustworthy. 

Congressman :zaton agreed that the Arabs have done nothing to help the 

United Nations. Ho ever, the Congressman pointed out that the Committee on 

Foreign .Atfairs would be guided in such matters by the attitude of the State 

Department, and that the opposition of the State D3partment to the resolution, 

in his opinion, would be fatal. 

Dr. Eaton made reference to Colonel Hoskins, who is a 1 dear friend• of hie, 

and with whom he spoke. Re referred to Hoskins as a very fine person. Kr. 

Stone joined b7 stat~ t.nat Colonel Hoskins, is no doubt, •a fine person,• 



nevertheless, it is a fact that he spent his youth in Syria. where he was 

associated with the Beirut University--a hotbed of Zionist opposition--and 

that his sympathies have always been pro-.A.rab, and anti-Zionist. Mr. Stone 

observed that there was no need for Colonel Hoskins to spend three months 

traveling in tbe Near East for the purpose of making the report which he made, 

as he could have written it in New York. Colonel Hoskillh report which was 

read by the CoDgressm~ represents his preconceived prejudiced views. Colonel 

Hoskins• anti-Zionism is evident from the report itself. While he consulted 

every antagonistic source in the Near Ea.st. he failed to take notice of the 

presence of 600,000 Jews in Palestine, and failed to meet a single representative 

of the Jewish Community in Palestine. It is hardly an ~a:rtial report. 

It was apparent that this information struck the Congressman with its 

suddenness as somethiDg new to him. 

The Congressman added, however, that be discussed the matter with Btitish 
~~t.Je"M

officiels wbo share the Tiew that the attempt to deal with politic~involviDg 

Palestine would jeopardize the security of the armed forces in the liear East. 

1 It is indeed strange,• joined Mr. Stone, nthat Great :Britain who did not 

hesitate to antagonize more than three hundred million H1ndum -by the imprison

ment of their national leaders, appears to be terrorized by the thought of 

displeasing the followers of the grand mufti-the guest of Mr. Hitler. 

The other memb:ers of the delegations. Messrs. Peloyit z, Onore. and Dreier. 

from time to time. participated in the discu.ssion reinforcing the requests of 

loxigressman Eaton I io make himself the co-uuthor of the proposed resolution. 

They dealt with the practical unanimity of .American Jewry in support of the 

resolution as recently manifested by the aerican Jewish Conference. 



Reference was made to the contribution that the Jewish people made to the 

progress of Palestine, and particularly to the well-beirlg of all the inhabitants 

of Palestine regardless of race or creed; · that whatever the Jewish people 

accomplished in Palestine, it was achieved through their own efforts, sweat and 

blood. :Palestine's contribution to the war effort of the United Nations was 

emphasized with which the Congressman apparently was familiar. 

Dr. Eaton made reference to the chtrman of the House Committee on Foreign 

Affairs, Mr. :Bloom, whom he should like to consult. The Congressman emphasized 

that Bloom is an able man and that he is "a credit to the Jewish people.• 

Those present, while agreeing with the Congressman that Mr. Bloom "is a credit 

to the Jewish people," they conveyed to Dr. Eaton their appropriate reactions. 

Judge Newcorn reminded Congressman Eaton that it was the opinion of the 

Minority Leader, Congressman Martin, that he, Dr. Eaton, 1s the appropriate 

person to introduce the Palestine Resolution. Mr. Stone added that also the 

Majority Leader, Mr. McCormack, is pledged to support the Resolution. 

Congressman Eaton stated that he is a friend and admirer of Congressman 

l{ cCormack, even thought he is a Democrat, and that he will discuss this matter 

both with Congressman Martin and McCormack. He suggested that he might consult 

the :British .Ambassador, Lord Halifax. Mr. Stone observed that it would be too 

much to expect from Lord Halifax to favor the resolution since he himself' 

was a member of the Chamberlain Government which is responsible for the lhite 

Paper-a Government that pursued a policy of appeasement of which the White 

Paper was a part, as pointed out by Judge Newcorn, added Mr. Stone. Judge 

Newcorn observed that it is the same White Paper which Mr. Churchill so vehemently 

condemned in Parliament in 1939 • 

.A.t this point, Judge llewcorn inquired from Mr. Stone whether or not, in 

Mr. Stone•s opinion, that the Zionist leadership would agree to cbanges ~in the 

~ 
resolution affectmg./o• or l&J1gU1ge. 



Mr. Stone replied that Congressman Eaton and his colleagues may, of course, 

affect changes so far as the language or form is concerned, so lell8 as the 

substance is retained. Judge Newcorn joined by saying, "of course the sub

stance must be retained.• 

Congressman Eaton put his hand on the shoulders of Judge Newcorn saying, 

•Judge, as always, you are sound.• 

He repeated his promise to confer with the leaders of the House and others 

relative to the resolution, and that he will make his decision accordingly 

during the coming week. 

After an exchange of pleasantries, and after references to local episodes, 

the meet iDg was concluded in an atmosphere of reciprocal friendship and cor

diality • Judge Newcorn and the other members of the delegation congr atulated 

Congressman Eaton on the prospect of beillg called upon to serve as the KEYNOTER 

of the forthcoming National Republican Convention. This was not dietasteful to 

Dr. Eaton. 

The delegation arrived at the Zionist »nergency office at about 1 p.m., where 

they briefly conferred with Mr. Stone for the purpose of securing a meeting of 

minds. 

The New Jersey delegation, headed by Jud€;e William Newcorn of Plainfield, 

rendered a reel service to our cause. 

Judge Newcorn, speaking for his colleagues and himself, stated that all of 

them would be glad to respond to the call of the Zionist !mergency Committee 

at any time in order to serve Palestine and the Jewish people. 



.. r. J oel ·~ro~s 
744 Broad f;t1·eot 
Me·e1.rk:, N.J. 

eer Joel, 

F bru. ry ll, 44 

From t :_e • ~r~~ ion~ w .ich I t .ered 
at th he;_,rin_;.., • :.1 . H...iu~tl .F -;ol0 r~ j f' airs 
Co•"mi ttee Con~ress an v· .t1.r1 ea , • E tor. is 
decic1edl;" on •• i~ fen e. I " llcv .,1.i t ~e 
should be cont.acted b.: ft. re of t: .. e leruiing 
citizens or ·.;. i~tric -au t 
0acooe entr."li.lSia:Jtic for • _on as i . 
~tte~pts .... -. ,, be w&de to l.l 11 .. • ting 
reference to the J e ish Co n e· l th. Ch rlas 
EEJ.t.on should c.lso receive s .. , l ttors w:id 
c un:c&tions ro hi~ co stit ents. I uOpe 
t.lc t .10 C.!..n d so 0 +i L1~ bout it it j,j ed.· tely. 
Th re will b ~ ··notnar hear in .. n :x.t T €.S::!.. .. y ' .ld then 

c• .. ion ~ .. the E' ci•r:. ~.: uiro C_; -..... ·ttee ~ -· c~ 
b • t .e end of t'·ie • • e' • 

ith 11 good ·!is.hes, I re • in 

, .ost c rdi:. ll.; you.rs, 

!S:B .. 



GROSS & BL MBERO 

Gou SELLORS T LAW 

JOEL GROSS 
7 ,1,4 BR D STHEET 

LEO BLUMBERO 

MU.TO H OOLDDER ER 

on 2 R'VAHK, . ,J. 

MARK T;) 07 

Dr . bba Hille 'ilver 
11he Te le 
lev land, h·o 

d ar r . Silver: 

ou re lly can 
I have cau ed to be brou 

14th, 
4 

ave no id a of th press 
t a j nst ...... ton . or y 

h ve d ffere from almost everything aton has said 
done. o .. Je 1· sh m tters If el sur in m on mind 
he has been to Coughlin then to 0 SC ence . 

lmost e J 1 ct, nd 

rs I 
or 
t 

0 t 
ever non-Je of in h ontacted him on 

h a stine ques a"ed at the p o-
ress that has be ad OU ould if you 

kne, the man' hi tor • usin 
ure to be ap lied t h m ope o b 

you urt er be ore the n tl e day. 

~i hout kno ng anythin oft 
uess that the dela in reporting the reso 

floor is not to our advanta e . 

JG/ r 
cc Dr . Abba H_llel ilv r 

1720 16th treet 
~ ashi1 gton, . . 

1·e1 ew d pr s-
able to r t 

o nd I 
to the 

to 
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JOEL GROSS 

GR O S S & BLUMBERG 

COUNSELLORS AT L W 

LEO BLU MB E RG 

MILTON H . OOLD13E ROER 

Zon 1 2 
7 4 BRO D TREE T 

E 'i\T H.K , . J. 

MA R K E T 3 107 2 

D ~. Abba H lel ilver 
Th T mp e 
Clevland , hio 

ear Dr . Siver : 

February 14th, 1944 

Since riting you ear ier tod y h est a 
reat many forces in motion to conver eon Eaton . 

Chauncey taut, 'di tor of the la. nfi ld 
ourier Ne s , to h"ch a er ..... a.ton OJ directl indebted 
or "'UP ort 'at home", telephoned the Co1 re.·sman thi. 

afternoon . He spoke to him at some considerabl length n 
a1 endea or to rsuade im to issue a statement no ,for 
pu 1 cation in the local res, en or i r the alestin 

sol ·1tion now be ore t Por i • Comrni tt.; . 
tut point~ o t to aton tlat s of ouinion i 

his ist~ict v-re hind t e eso ution nd the. his en
dorsement of it now to ld be most t mely . a ton in or, ed 

t ut, with 1hom he t a r n t rms of profo nd intimacy, 
that he las in favor of iv n tho Jews their Homelan , but 
that {a) it would be most inap ropriat e fo him, the ranking 
epu~lican member· of the Corunittee , to take a b l ic os -

ton o the qu stion before th h~ ri s e e cone uded h 
in icated that the h ar ngs wou d continu ax d that ' 1rab , 
Jews and yr ans, as w 11 a memb rs of e var nd tate 
Departments ' ould behead ) ; b ) th t " loom and are con
cerned abou · the eco d pat of the esolution - that ·t ay 
embroil us in a controv s i th Britai II and that ' Bloom 
and I are wor ki g to se if can't ork some {esolu-
tion hich ould not put us erh d th th British. " 

I ath r from t t's re ort tat ~ato wi 1 pro
babl try to hide beh nd Boom to vo d th clamor of 
criticism a ainst him h ch will result from his f lure o 

up ort the esolut on as dawn . Therefore , in my ju 
ment , it is highly important to concentrate a ain on Bloom. 

Uost ery per on of n consequ in aton •s 
istrlct has already wi r ed to him or ·1ri ton o him . 'l'he 

loc 1 press ha iven adm rabl u _ort . Eaton cant help 
b b a,are 0£ tl e f t that th peopl e n h s st ict 
want him to up o t th Resol tion o ev r, I h ve r -
r n d for another ba ra e of' etter 1 r1ir s to d c n 
upon him and anotler tvo or tree tele ho call from im-



GHo & BL MEEHG 

Dr. Ab a H llel iv r -2-

ortant rso es 111 be made to him. 

et me kno if, on th spot, you et an i as 
i ich you think shou d be follo d. 

Very 

J /lr 
c r . Abba H llel ilver 

1720 16th tr t, . 
~ a shin ton ., • C. 

• 




