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Mr, Joel Gross
744 Broad Street
Newark, N.J.

My dear Joel:

I found your letter upon my return from New York,
and your rescignation. I would request you to withold
it until I have a chance to talk to you. 4s you say,
the work of the Comumunity Contucts Committee is now
organized and on the way. ¥He have been receiving some
very gratifying reports from important centers —-
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Chicago == where group
confercnces with Senators and Congressmen lhave already
been held, Rabbi Feuer, as you know, is permanently
located now in Washington shoere the work of the Community
Contacts Committee is being centered.

At the meeting, last Monday, the Emergeney
Council voted to have a Palestine Resolution introduced
in Congress. This will be done in the near future. I
am going to Washington this coming Sunday to spend a
week and canvass the whole situation,

I know how you feel, and I share many of your
reactions I assure you. But at this particular point,
following kontor's resignation, it would be uisunderstood,
misinterpreted and capitalized by some of our "friends" as
an indication of the break up of the regime which I
introduced.

I have had long talks with Mr, Montor and have
tried to understand the reason for his resignation. I
rather infer that he found himself ill-equipped to head
off an activity which is largely political in character. His
training and experience have been in the field of conducting
campaigns and administrution., Tie job which involved, as
you readily understand, much else proved rauther distusteful
and frightening to him. We have been fortunate in obtaining
the services of Mr., Harry Shapiro, one of the best men of the
UJA, highly recommended by lir. Montor, to carry on the
administrative work of the Council. #e have a very fine
staff doing the professional work in all the committees, and




Mr. Joel Gross -l January 5, 1944

Dr. Feuer, Leo Yack and Elihu Stone are pormanently in
Washington looking after the work there. MNr. Montor is
on hand to give his helpful cooperation at all times.

I know how tired you are and that you need a rest.
I will not burden you with any work at this time. You take

the rest -~ you and Terry. I hope to see you in the near
future for a good long chat.

With all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,




THE CITY OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY

VINCENT J. MURPHY
MAYOR

January 31, 1944

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
¢/o0 The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Doctor Silver:

I am in receipt of your very gracious letter of January 24th,
thanking me for whatever efrorts I put forth in connection with the
proposed Palestine resolution, at the United States Conference of layors,
held recently in Chicago.

I deplore as much as you do, the fact that the resolution com-
mittee of the Conference deemed the introduction of this proposed resolu-
tion outside of the scope of the by-laws of the organization.

As Mr. Manson told you, I made a persistent effort to obtain
support for the resolution, but obviously the Conrerence adhecred to the
view that it could not come up for consideration.

Despite the outcome, I wish to assure you that it was a distinet
pleasure for me to cooperate with the American Zionist Emergency Council,
and with your National Chairman, Counsellor Joel Gross, of Newark. MMr., Gross
was most enlightening in his attitude during this entire situation and I found
his influence an invaluable source of information., Please be assured that
if there is any other way in which I can be of direct assistance to the Council,
or to you personally, 1 should be only too happy to do so. 1 realize the
seriousness of the issue which the White Paper presents and 1 feel that all
of us who are charged with official responsibility, should do anything within
our power to enlist public opinion to the end that possibly there may be a
change in the attitude of the Mandatory Power and the gates of Palestine may
remain open.

Thanking you for writing me, and assuring you that I consider it
a pleasure to hear from such an outstanding leader as yourself, and express-
ing the hope that we may have the opportunity of meeting in person in the
near future, I remain, with kind regards,

Sikcerely yours,




Mr. Joep Groes,
744 Brosd Street,
He'ark, N. J.

My dear Joel:

I thought that you would be interested
in the enclosed letter from Mayor Hurphy
of your city.

T etill think that you ought to etay with
us 28 he2d cf the Committee until the two
regolutionea, introduced in the House and

the Senate, are acted uron, The prospect
of favorable action is dright.

T will cet in touch with you when 1 am in
flew York next week. WwWith all good wishes,
I remain

Very cordially yours,

AHS: NiX Abba Hillel Silver
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Thank you for your note of February L4th, en-
closing copy of letter which you received from Mayor
Murphy .

As you have ur”oubtedly been advised, I have
been terribly distrubed by what happened at the U. S. Con-
ference of Mayors. magor Murphy had asked me to make cer-
tain of the fact that La Guardia was_ commlitted. I wouldn't
give him this assurance, until |I Inturnhad had it very
definitely, unequivocally &and positively from Shapiro. Then
look what happenedl

It does seem to me that the matter of La Guardia's
attitude, in Chicago, should not be lightly passed b" and
I think Dr. Wise ought to glive some “glunat‘on of t‘
character of commlittment he got from La Guardia, and La Guard-
1a ought to be called upon to glve some explanation of why
he failed to honor his committment. His remark that "you
people don't know how to do these things" should be put be-
fore him for further elaboration on his part. Murphy hap-
pens to be an Irish Catholic and a very important labor
leader in the A. F. of L. It should be a matter of great
concern to us to hold the friendship of these people,
rather than to have them alienated by the kind of La Guardia
hash that was served up at Chicago.

When I got the message that you had telephoned
me 1 called you back but evidently you had already left or
were for some other reason unable to get in touch with me.
I am anxious to see you.

It 1s impossible for me to continue as Chairman
of the Committee, as you suggest, and I do wish, without
harming your own status, that you would have it made clear
that I am no longer Chairman of the Committee. In justice
to myself 1 think this should be done. I admire the zeal
and energy with which Shapiro has applied himself and I
think he 1s doing as fine a job under the circumstances as
any new man could have been expected to do. However, 1
don't like to get either the credit or the blame for work
done by others.
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