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Cruel Hoax 
on the 

Ameri~an 
Puhli~ 

Repri11ted from the 
April issue of THB PROTESTANT 

Dear Kenneth Leslie: 

A LETTER TO 
'THE, EDITOR OF 
THE PROTESTANT 

Those letters, of which you sent me copies, wherein you are 
asked why THE PROTESTANT does not support the en
deavors of the so-called "Emergency Committee to Save 
the Jews of Europe," which calls itself a non-partisan, non
sectarian body, are of a similar content and tenor as a 
number of inquiries I have been receiving myself lately. 

I generally reply to my correspondents that I know both the political motive 
and the personnel of that Committee rather intimately since they are both iden• 
tical with those of the now defunct HCommittee for a Jewish Armf.'' with which, 
as you will recall, I was associated for a short time in the capacity of National 
Chairman. 

The actual directors of both these Committees, and of two others now in 
process of formation, viz. the "National Jewish Council" and the ''American 
League for A Free Palestine" are the self-same individuals-four or five young 
men who were sent to the United States as a "Palestine Delegation .. by a small 
political group in the Holy Land known as the Irgun Zevai Leumi, or, in 
English: the "Nationalist Military Organization.,. This numerically insignificant 
group in Palestine is modelled, structurally and ideologically, upon the erstwhile 
Social Revolutionary Party of Czarist Russia, or, if you wish for a nearer and 
closer prototype: the Macedonian Comitadjis. The Irgun is proscribed in Pal
estine because of its fascistic methods and its advocacy and employment of 
terror as a political weapon against Jews, Arabs and Britons alike ... 



In a dispatch from Jerusalem, dated February 25 of this year, the New York 
Times reported an increase in terroristic outrages in Palestine. The dispatch 
attributed the rise of violence to a renewed activity on the part of the Irgun. I 
say "renewed" because during the trag~c period of disturba~ces in the_ Holy Land, 
back in 1936-1939, the Irgun made 1ts very name obnoxious and mfamous to 
all sincere friends of Palestine by ubtracting itself from national Jewish discip
line. In those years the Jewish Community of Palestine with one common accord 
decided not to retaliate, not to kill Arabs in retaliation for the almost daily 
murder of Jews and the destruction of Jewish property by Arabs acting under 
the inspiration of Axis agents. The lrgun alone abstained from this noble and 
truly Christian resolution. It is common knowledge that the lrgun did kill and 
did commit acts of violence. There were even rumors that certain members of 
the Irgun made attempts to establish contact with the Nazis in Germany with 
a view to bring about concerted action against the British in the Near East. 
These rumors were denied by the Irgun itself. 

The aforementioned dispatch to the New York Times ran as follows: 
"Jerusalem, Feb. 15-Political terrorist activity has been showing a 

marked recrudescence lately in various parts of Palestine, probably in the 
mistaken notion that it will bring about pressure on British authorities to 

change her present policy drastically in favor of extremist Jewish national
ist demands. 

"The authors of these outrages-of which the latest was the explosion 
of two time bombs placed inside British poHce vehicles at Haifa yesterday 
-belong to a tiny fanatical group ,calling itself Irgun Zevai Leumi 
(Nationalist Military Organization) whose anarchist acts have been con
demned by the remainder of the, Jewish population as harmful to the 
Jewish cause. Twenty dissident revolutionaries .r,ecently escaped from a 
detention camp near Jerusalem and are believed to have joined their 
associates belonging tO an even more extremist faction, whose leader, 
Abraham Stern, was shot dead during a police encounter in February, 1942. 

ccArab papers have joined the Jewish press in demanding the appre
hension and dire punishment of these lawless elements." 

I resigned from the "Committee for a Jewish Army;' which was set up by 
the Irgunist delegation, not because of outside pressure or because I was dissatis
fied with the salary, as has been alleged (for there was no salary or any other 
kind of remuneration involved at any time). I resigned, I say, because I came to 
the painful realization that the Committee's directors, the four or five Palestinian 
Irguniscs had not mended and showed no intention to mend their ways in this 
country, as I had at first hoped they would and as they had promised me faith• 
fully and repeatedly. I had accepted the National Chairmanship in the first place 
because I believed it but right that the Jews of Palestine, who were fighting so 
gloriously in the British Armies in the Near East should have a military force of 
their own, should fight and die under their own flag and in their own name, as it 
were, and not as unknown soldiers. 

I still believe this should be so when I consider that at least a quarter of 
General Montgomery's forces at the height of the campaign in Lybia were Pales
tinian Jews and that at present no less than sixty Palestinian Jewish units are 
fighting in Italy. When Iraq, the country which called in Hitler's Luftwaffe to 
stab Britain in the back, is made a member of the United Nations and when 
Egypt whose armies did not lift one finger to resist the German lnvader and 



whose Chief of Staff was arrested at a moment when he was on the verge of fly
ing over to Rommel with Montgomery's secret campaign plans in his pocket, is 
treated as a loyal Ally, I think the Palestinian Jewry should at least be given 
recognition of its valor and the country of Palestine recognition of its immense 
industrial and agricultural contribution to the common victory by being per
mitted to call its army its own. 

Moreover, the constitution of an army made up of Palestinian Jews, would, I 
think, go a long way towards spiking those Go bbels-inspired whispering cam
paigns in this country of America according to which the Jews leave the fighting, 
the suffering and the dying to others. The world would know that Jews do fight 
and have fought magnificently in this war. 

On the strength of the promise of the Irgunists that th y would not inject 
the methods and tactics of their Palestine society into American affairs, I 
accepted the Chairmanship of the "Committee for a Jewish Army." I was to be 
deeply disillusioned and I was placed in a most embarrassing position vis a vis 
of many friends and eminent personalities who had sought to persuade me to 
disassociate myself from the Irgunist Committee. 

In spite of earnest and repeated remonstranc s and protests on my part, the 
directors of the .. Committee for a Jewish Army'' insisted on bringing into that 
organization a number of persons notorious for their reactionary past in 
Amerkan public life. They also refused to collaborate with establi hed Jewish 
and non-Jewish bodies and organizations of a progressive, reputable and demo
cratic character. Like the Irgun in Palestine, the Irgunist directors of the "Com
mittee for a Jewish Army" wanted to play and did play a lone hand. 

The real reasons for my resignation were always carefully hidden or totally 
misrepresented by the directors of the ''Committe for a Jewish Army" so that 
many people till this day are and remain under the false impression that I am 
still an active supporter ,of the Committee or of one or more of its various off
shoots and prolongations. This illusion was furthered a good deal by the repro
duction in the Irgunist periodical The Answer of articles and statements from 
my pen which had app ared elsewhere but which were presented in that 
publication as original material. 

I never had any connection with The Answer and I stopped the sale of my 
recent book by its editors. 

With the .. Committee to Save the Jewi h Peopl of Europe" which is one of 
the offshoots of the Army Committee I had not relationship whatever either. 

I am not, it goes without saying, opposed to saving Jews from Europe, and I 
have all my days been one of the most outspoken and militant non-Jewish advo
cates of the establishment of a free and independent Jewish Commonwealth in 
Palestine. My books Days of Our Years, The Time Is Now, That Day Alone and 
The Forgotten Ally are a public record to testify for me. 

But I cannot, in conscience, support a °Committee to Save the Jewish People 
of Europe," which has neither the means, the facilities, nor, I declare, the 
intention to save Jews. 

To speak bluntly, that •·committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe" is a 
hoax, in my judgment a very cruel hoax perpetrated on the American public, 
Jewish and non-Jewish alike. That Committee and its directors have but one 
aim in view: to increa e the prestig of the outlawed political group in Palestine 
known as the Irgun and the glorification of the Irgun's self-styled "dynamic" 
missionaries in this country. 



It is so easy to make a noise and create a fuss and gather a few followers, as 
the Irgunist directors of these leagues, committees and councils are doing here in 
America, so easy when one has neither responsibility nor standing. By what they 
do here in America they hope to make an impression in Palestine and to per
suade Palestinians chat at least in the U. S. A. the lrgun is constructively active 
and has public support. At present the Irgunists take credit and proclaim from 
the housetops that they are responsible for President Roosevelt's appointment of 
a Committee on Refugees. This is, as Ludwig Lewisohn aptly remarked, like 
Chantecler in Rostand's play crowing from the dungheap that he has made the 
sun rise. 

The "Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe" has been abandoned 
by many liberals and is today almost homogenously made up of reactionaries on 
the one hand and on the other hand of well-meaning persons who are distressed 
over the woes of Israel, but who do not know the backgrounds, the origin, the 
ambitions and the real objectives of the Committee's parent-body and its ultimate 
objectives. • 

I commiserate the more with these charitably-minded persons since I was 
once a victim myself, and I deeply regret that some have entered the ranks of the 
Irgunist organizations in America in a belief that I was to be one of their fellow
members. The explanation of the commendation which certain prominent men 
have given to the Committee's work is simply this, that the Committee has 
managed to attract their attention by the noise it makes with its vulgar, high
pressure tactics of publicity. If people knew what was really involved they 
would have kept the Committee at a considerable, distance. 

In the Jewish field, the Committee goes counter to and combats the inter
nationally-legally established 0 Jewish Agency for Palestine" which is the body 
that represents the national inre,rests of the Jewish people in the community of 
civilized nations. All the Irgunist Committees: the Committee to Save the Jew 
the League for a Free Palestine, etc., seek to disrupt established Jewish organiza
tions, such as the Zionist Organization of America by means of typically facile 
fascist charges and accusations of "bureaucratic inefficiency;' "ruling cliques," 
"d l" 1· ' gran mogu s, etc. t 1s so easy. . .. 

You are perfectly right in your decision not to have anything to do with the 
"Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europ " or with the Irgun's next item: 
the "League for a Free Palestine." They are both sponsored by the same Pales
tinian body through its delegation here in America: the fascist, terrorist Irgun. 
The Jewish people in this hour of their supreme anguish when three million 
Jews have been killed by Hitler and when the doors of Palestine remain closed 
to the refugees, undoubtedly need our sympathy and our help. But that help 
cannot be given by supporting the deliberate confusiooists of the Irgun either 
here or in the Holy Land. 

PIERRE VAN PAASSEN . 

• 
Issued by 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue New York 17, N. Y. 
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A CALL BY THE HEBREW NATION 

FOR HELP IN ITS MORTAL STRUGGLE 

FOR LIFE AND LIBERATION 

ISSUED BY THE HEBREW COMMITTEE OF NATION.AL LIBERATION 

We Hebrews, descendants of the ancient Hebrew Nation, surviving today 
on God•s earth amidst the dreadful catastrophe of torture and death that has 
befallen our people, have Joined together in the Hebrew Conmrlttee of National 
Liberation to dedicate ourselves and our lives to eecure the deliverance and 
independence of the remaining millions of our desperate people, struggling 
for life itself in the vast hell of German-occupied Europe. 

What has happened to the Jews of Europe was not sudden. It is the 
culmination of centuries of oppression and persecution; centuries of s}lot
toe and pogroma; economic strangulation a.nd endless humiliation and insult. 

In this war this cumulative attack has resulted in the staggering 
climax of three million innocent men, women and children deliberately mas
sacred. 

In the face of such disaster, the bitter statue quo of the Jews in 
Europe must give way to a new, bold and total attempt at salvation. 

These Jews, today, have no effective protection of citizenship from 
any nation. They can no longer be considered Rumanians, Hungarians, Poles, 
Gernans. Certainly they are not A.xis nationals. They are the first and 
bitterest enemies of the A.Xis. They belong to no nation and have no nation 
of their own. That is why the murder of three million Jews - a number as 
large as the total population of many a European nation - has been possible. 

Common disaster brings them together, even as Death has hunted them 
together. 

We therefore proclaim to the people of this land, and through them to 
all civilized men the world over, that the dry and tormented bones of the Jews 
in European lands have now been united, that the blood of our three million 
dead has done more than fertilizo the earth of the people who have muroered 
them. It has molded the survivors into a single living entity. It has brought 
forth a renascent Hebrew Nation. 

The Jewa who live today in the hell of Europe together with the Jews 
of Palestine constitute the Hebrew Nation. 

There is no other Nation to whom they owe allegiance but the Hebrew 
Nation. 

It is as a part of these nrlllions that we exercise the right of self
determination; that we proclaim the existence of the Hebrew Nation and its 
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determination to speak for itself and its elementary right to be represented 
b7 1t'3 own sons. 

We confidently believe that the present day heirs of the American 
Revolution will understand, recognize and support us in this mortal struggle 
for our life and liberation. 

It is proper that we have chosen Washington as the site for this his
toric rededication of the Hebrew Nation as a democracy - Washington, eternal 
symbol of democracy and of the greatness of the human spirit and of its revo
lutionary demand for Justice, decency and freedom. 

* * * * * * * 
Let it be clearly understood that the Hebrew Committee of National 

Liberation does not attempt to speak for the Jews of the United States. They 
are an integral part of the American Nation; an integral part of a nation made 
up of people of every descent. 

These Jews are Americans of Hebrew descent. They do not belong to Pal
estine and thereby to the renascent Hebrew Nation any more than Justice Frank 
Murphy "belongs" to the Irish Nation, or General William Knudsen "belongs" to 
the Danish Nation; though both certainly are proud of their ancestry. 

And let there be no confusion because the vast majority of Americana 
of Hebrew descent are faithful adherents of the Jewish religion. 

Hebrews and Jews are not synonymous terms. Religion and State are 
separate. The common adherence of members of the American Nation and of the 
Hebrew Nation to the Jewish religion is no different than the common adherence 
of Americans and Germana to the Protestant religion; or the common adherence 
of Americans and Italians to the Catholic religion. Everywhere in the world 
people share religions without sharing nationhood. The people of the Hebrew 
Nation, and All'lericans of Hebrew descent, whose religion 1a the same, are no 
different from the others. They still are members of different states. 

* * * * * * * 
We proclaim that Palestine, in its historic boundaries, is the terri

tory of the Hebrew Nation by the will of God as was set forth in the Bible. 
In our own time this was politically ratified by fifty-two nations who, in . 
1922, "recognized the historic connection between the Hebrew people and Palestine." 

Although it is the national territory of the Hebrews, Palestine is to 
be a free state in which the present Arab and other non-Hebrew residents of ---the land will share full equality and privileges of citizenship and government; 
will be full partners in the upbuilding of a free country and a democratic 
civilization. 

In the present condition of our Nation, we are dedicated primarily to 
only one task - the rescue of our people. We, therefore, proclaim that the 
Hebrew Nation postpones the settlement of the political and boundary problem 
of Palestine until after victory when, as one of the United Nations, we hope 
to partake in the post-war settlement of political territorial problems. Un
til that time we shall cooperate and assist Great Britain ae the Mandatory 
for Palestine. 
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We do, however, insist, in the name of humanity, that the right and 
the ability of all.Hebrews in Europe to find shelter in Palestine be facili
tated by the Mandatory Power, lest it be guilty of sacrificing them to their 
ruthless German murderers. 

* * * * * * * 
We proclaim the Hebrew Nation a co-belligerent in the United Nations 

war against Axis tyranny. Our dead, who have blood.led the steps of civiliza
tion, can no longer be considered useless victims of insane massacre. They 
are honored casualties in the United Nations connnon war for freedom. Our sur
viving four million people in Eu.rope are prisoners of war, and the Interna
tional Red Cross should do everything it can to succor them even as it deals 
with all other prisoners of war. 

But not all of our people have been victim.a. 

We have contributed more fighters to the common struggle than most of 
the United Nations. Thousands of our men have fought and are daily fighting 
the enemy - whether as Hebrew guerrilla unite harassing the enemy's lines in 
Poland and Yugoslavia; whether in the numerous underground sabotage groups, 
or as regular fighters and commandos as part of the 30,000 Hebrews who are 
serving in the Palestinian regiments, and in other units of the Middle Eastern 
British Army, They have fought and died all the way from El Alemein to Cassino, 
and from Syria to Addia Abbaba. 

Because we are, in fact, a co-belligerent against the Axis, we con
eider ourselves one of the United Nations and see·k recognition as such, and 
as the nation against which more atrocities have been committed than against 
all the other United Nations combined we surely should be represented on the 
Inter Allied Commission on War Crimes. 

We also seek a seat on the Board of the United Nations Relief and Re
habilitation Administration and all other United Nations councils in which 
the interests of our nationals are involved. 

In addition, the tens of thousands of Hebrew fighting men should now 
be given the elementary right to fight the Nazis under their own banner and 
in their own name - as the Hebrew Army - with a status comparable to that of 
the armies of the other Nations which have been overrun by the Nazis. 

These are the minimum. needs of our nation at a time when the very 
existence of its people is at stake. Their denial by the United Nations would 
be contradictory to the very aims for which the war is being fought; would be 
a defeat of Justice now and in the future; would be an endless threat to Peace 
in the world of tomorrow. For in ignoring the principle for which the war is 
being fought, we can cheat no one but ourselves and our children. 

* * * * * * * 
The Hebrew Nation can no longer endure the status quo. An intoler

able whirlpool of death and disaster has shattered this status quo. There 
is a limit to the blood and suffering any people can endure, 
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It is in this spirit of desperation, and with humility and reverence 
that we of the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation have undertaken to be 
the servants and spokesmen of the Hebrew Nation, until such time as our Na
tion shall be free to elect its own spokesmen and representatives in a demo
cratic form. We solemnly swear to serve our Nation with all our energies and 
might, and not to falter if we should need sacrifice life itself, so help us 
God. 

Washington, May 17, 1944. 
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RELEASED BY JErISH AGE"fCY FOR PALESTI iE 
W~shington Office 

1720 - 16th Street, N. ;. 
Wnshington, D. c. For Immediate Release 

Dr. fahum Goldnann, representative of the Jewish Agency for Palestine and 

the World Zionist Organization in liashington, makes the following comnent on the 

announcement of the formation of the Hebrew Cornmittee of National Liberrttio!l : 

"The Jewish Ag.ency for l?alestine is the only international body recof!lized 

under Article IV of the MandA.te for Palestine by the British Governr:1ent, the 

United States and the League of Nations, as represf::nting the Jewish people in 

all matters concerni!l[s the upbuiJ ding of the Jeuish National. Home in Palestine. 

It i~ composed of all Zionist organizations the world over and numerous non

Zionists in various countries. 

11 The attempt of a few persons who have comn from Palesti·:ie to this country 

without any author ity, without }m.ving been dele nted by any group in PaleRtine, 

having plnyed no role whnteV t:' r in J '.vi --· h life in Palestine or olse 7h6re, to 

proclaim themselves as the I trustees of the Hebr w l':"a.t ion I s int ere~ t I is an act 

which, I am sure, will be rejected by r.11 secti.ons of the Jewish people as a 

fraud. 

"There is some danger thnt well-intentioned non-J ewish groups , eneer to 

help the Jewish people inn time of tragedy, may be misled by the bombRstic 

phrases and claims Mnde by an insignificant group which substitutes noise for 

complete lnck of stnnding, authority and influence in Jewish life. These well

meaning friends must be warned thR.t by allowing thems elves to be persuaded by 

these impertinent maneuvers they are h .rmi cg the v, ry cnuse which they\ ish 

to serve. 

11 The insignificant gToup which the ro .mbers of the ne\; committee claim to 

represent has alr oady d_one untold d 1ffiRge in Pn.lestino by trying to brenk the 

unity of Pnle tinian Jewry nnd by introducing methods which the overwhelming 

majority of Palestinian Je,ry has rejected with scorn nnd contempt. Americnn 

public opinion should. not r.llow its elf to be fooled by the r.i.cts of r.i. few men 

(more) 
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whom a normally organized people would. deal with ns trr-l.i tors to the eommon cnuee 

and exclude from its community. Th~re is not the slightest chnnce thnt nny re

sponsible group, Jewish or non-Jewish, not to spc.mk of govornments or the Len.gue 

of Nntions, will pay nny nttention to this group, but ns they hnvc in the past, 

through vnrious tricks, succeeded in mi~lef',cline n.nd confusing spokesnen of Ameri

can public opinion, this wnrning is nccessnry. Whoever wu.nts to help the Jewish 

people and the Zionist movement must do it by coopernting with the est~blished 

Rnd recognized orge.nizntions, the leading one of which is the Jewish Agency --

the only internationally recognized body authorized to net :for the Jewish people 

in all mr.:i.tters affecting Palestine. By helping the self-styled Hebrew Committee 

of National Liberation, which purports to speak on behalf of Jews who never gave 

them authority to r0present them, the :·ires tige ruid influence of the Jewish orgnni

zations charged with the complex rind responsible task of building the Jewish Home

lruid nill be weakened nnd hnrm will be done to tho Jewish people. 11 

- 30"" 
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For further information call 
Iiar0ld P. :fa.noon 
American Zionist Emergency Cou:..1cil 
1720 - lGth Street, N. ', f . 
Uashington 9, D. c. -- Uichigan 4480 

STATEi.1rE1-.r11 ON THE FORi.'lATION OF A 11 H:El.13P.EW co;,ir.ITTEE OF i:JAs:'IC.i: .AL LillE ... "QJ..S:IJF I II 

ISSUED J3Y DR. LEOU FEUER, DIRECTOR OF THE ':IASHI1TGTQ1J :3UREAU 

OF THE Al.IDRICAN ZIONIST £1 .. iERGJNCY COUNCIL 

...... _____ _ 

@TE: The Ame1·ica.n Zionist Emergency Council speal,;:s for 
all major ZioDist bodies in t he United States . 

\"lashingto:n., D. C. -- It is all fantastic and would be comic if it were not so 

tragic. A :1and.f1.u of young men are atteruptin.g to perpetrate a colossal hoax upon 

the Amaricn.n 1')eople, a.nd we would \'Tarn the public, the press, and tu.l official 

circles ago.inst being taken in by such a brazen fraud, The self-appointed 11 Eebre\7 

Cormni ttee of m.1tLn1nJ. Liberaticn11 is mo.de up cf half a dozen advt;;nturers from 

P3le ~j tine v;ith no standing, nc credentiols, 110 mandate from a11yone unless it be 

f1~om tho Irgu.n Zevai Leumi in Palestine, an insign.ificn.ntly smnll p istol..-pac,dng 

group of extrcrni sts \'/ho a:te claiming c:ccdi t for some of the recon t terror outrage s 

Every movement has its lunatic fringe and i1·:responsiblc splinter factions , and 

it is natural that tliey should exist also in our midst. The danger is that un

informed peo1Jlo may be taken in and rnay be led to believe that a nc,,1 Hoses has 

arisen in Israel. 

Those boys arc stunt.rs; they have thrived on publicity tricks. Like a 

little stage army, they come on in varying forms and guises - one day as q Cera

mi ttee for a Jm7ish Arrey; tho next day as a Com.mi ttee f or t .. c Rescao of European 

J01.-,s; today, as a II Commi ttce of Nati nal Liberation" ·;:i th n.n II cmbass 11 ; t omorrov,, 

it nill be sornot~1ing else, But tho1·c is al \iays ono common feature - a persistent 

request for Ct-: ntributicns. Jo serious or responsible J ~-•;,i sh organization --

nei thcr the Zionist movement, nor the American Jc:iish Conference, nor tho J 1nai 

B 1r1 th, no11 the American Jc':7ish Congress, can afford tc descend to tl1oir level or 

(i:-orc) 
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choose to ·play the mountebank and charlatan. It is the specialty of the "embassy 

For more than 40 years, Jews throug.,hout the world have been concerncrl with 

the creation of a Jewish Nationel Home in Palestine, To tha t end• there were con .. 

sti tuted on a denocratic bo.sis the World Zionist Organization and the Jewish .Agency 

for Palestine ,1hich for 25 years have b een headed by the foremost Jew of our time, 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, of Lontlon. The World Zionist Organization 1s representa tives 

meet biennially as the iionist Congress and elect their leadership, who constitute 

tho Executive. Together with the representatives of the non-Zionists, they con

stitute tho Jewish Agency for Palestine, officialiy recot:91izod in the Pale otinc 

li'iandato t o Teprosent Jewish intorests and Jewinh rights with respect to Pal oGtinc. 

The Juwisl: Agency maintains permanent offices in London, Jerusalem, Geneva and 

el sewhoro. It carries on necessary political work a..'ld handles inrnigration and 

I 

colonization into Palestine. For thin nork it spends annually about $10.000,000 

provided by regnla.r contributions of J ewish cororrnJ.ni tios. 

In America, the Zionist movement is ropr0scnted by tho American Zionint 

Emergenc y Council, headed by D1~. Stephen s. Wisc, of Nerr York, and Dr. Abba Hillel 

Silver, of Cleveland, as co-chairmen. .Affiliated \Ji th this Council arc tho Zionist 

Organization of America., Hadassah, tho nomon's Zionist organization, liizrachi, and 

Poalo Zion, \'lith a combined duos-paying membership in oxcoos of 300 1 000. '11ho 

Council nnil1 tuins a Washington Bureau \"ihich is in regular contact rli th government 

departments nnd \1ith ull important embassies nnd lego.tions. So far as the Je-:lish 

corrmunity cf Pnlestine, which numbers n.pproximD.tely 600,000, is concerned, it is 

democro.ticru.ly organized n.nd is represented by a National Council, the Vaad LeUlni~ 

This body is likerlise officially recognized by the Polestine Government~ controls 

nnd directs the Jerlish schocl system, social v;elfnre uork1 etc. It also hn.s n 

limited ta.xiag poYmr under tho lnn. The Vnad L01..uni, of course, recognizes the 

Je-r1ish Agency for Pnlestine end cooperates rlith · it closely, -

To complete tho picture, it should be added thnt the ovcrwholrning majority

(roore) 
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of ~ne::..,ica:.1 Jp,·,rn, thrt,ue;h a dernoc1 .. atically ccnsti tuted Arnerica.n Jewish Conference 

in New York last s1-1.rn:ner, adopted a po st-,;jar p1 .. ogram with reference to Je·.1irJll ri_::i. ts 

in :Eu.rcpe 1 a~ v1ell a ... to the Palestine questicn. Re·-1re sentcd in t'h.0 A;. .. 1ericz.:.1. Jew-,. 

i ru"1. Confe.1.·ence are hundreds of local cornnuni ties, as well as abc11.i. t 60 leadiE6 

national orgc,.,nizations, ir.clt.ding all the ZirJnist orc;anizaticns e1r ne1atcd Dbove, 

tho B1nai :Jlrith, the .American Jevlish Co11c10ss , the Unicn cf Ai11e1·ican Hebrew Ccn

gregc3.tions , -cho Rabbinical Acse1:1bly of J..mcrica, the Council of Je·.:inh :cmcn, etc. 

·:lh.c 1 t:i.1crefo1 .. c, d.o the 11 cmbas sy boys" represent, and -;ho has asl.7.:ed th m 

for 11 lib •J aticn?11 \hy thi;:; ne'.'f attempt to hoodHin.k and b~fuddlc the public '.ii th a 

be~·Jilderia-:· 11 idcr.log~r11 about a Jc1lish poo:'>le ana_ a Hcbre;, naticn? The;r arc attempt

ing to justif:,r their separatist and disrl.1.ptivc activity by attempting tu build Ui? 

uhat tho:,. .. c:J.11 a non-sectarian movement. J3ut there nxc importnnt l'.nd repro sontat

tive non-sectarian bodies cooperating ni th the Zionist and JcTiisl1 organizations, 

PD,rticularly tl o A.mJrican Pal ostino Cora.rtl ttce, hoaddl by Sona tor Robl·;rt F. :a[;ncr , 

\"lhich is carrying en its \,ork effectively and ·with dignity. 

Thero is also t'1v C u-istinn Council on Palestine, cumposod of some 1200 

and \7ith sin;lo-mindod devotion to tho cause itself. 

The t::cuth is th~~t the young gentlemen in ciuesticn are obsessed ·.Ii th delu.-• 

siono of {;ra.--ideu.r and have visions of pla~r:i.ng the diplomat and the statesrna..'1 

before a public wl:ich they hope is gullible enough to swallo·; it. Th.ey b.ope to 

undermine t.1.1c established authc•rity and prcati~e of the constituted Jewish authori

ties a.ncl of tho Zio:ilist lca.dors_.ip , in particular. Abovv all, the:r hope to cua

tinue this came of impersonation n.s long as there a.re decent but mislad folkn tc 

Y1hom they co.11 sell their Gold bricks. C0nsidering the torriblo t:: ;,.god~- \·rhio l has 

Oi1gL1lfed t he Jc·, i sh people anc.l th0 scriousnc ss c,f t::.l., tiroo s, ·,,o coudornn their 

i1·renponcible antics and th0ir self-constituted lcadcrsLip y;hich the whol e of 

orga.nizud Jo~ry repudiates uith scorn, 

--30--
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THE HEBREW COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION 
2315 Massachusetts Avenue, N; w. 

Washington, D. C. 
Adams 8800 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 1944 

For the first time in 1,809 years, (the last Hebrew revolt under 

Bar-Kochba was crushed in 135 A.D.) a unified group of Hebrews has joined 

together to redeem the Hebrew national sovereignty and to establish, in exile, 

the Hebrew Connn.ittee of Na.tiona.l Liberation. The new Committee, as the tem

porary trustee of Hebrew national interests, will apply to the Allied powers 

for the same degree of recognition now accorded other committees of liberation 

in exile, it was announced today by Peter H. Bergson, head of the now Committee 

of Liberation. 

The initial members of the Hebrc:w Committee of National Libera.tion, 

which is housed in its newly acquired Embassy building, 2315 Massachusetts 

Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. are, in addition to Mr. Bergson, the follow

ing: Arieh Ben Eliezer, Theodore Bennahum, Professor Pinha.s Delougaz, Capt. 

Jeremiah Halpern, Eri Jabotinsky and Samuel Merlin. 

Though the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation is being only 

now officially organized, the activities of its members on behalf of the Hebrew 

people of Europe and Palestine are well known the world over. It was this 

group who initiated, prior to the outbreak of the war, the evacuation of tens 

of thousands of Hebrews from menaced zones in Eastern and Middle Europe to 

Palestine. In the United States, some of its members initiated, as spearheads 

in the fight for the survival of the Hebrew people, the following organizations 

in this country: The American Friends of a Jewish Palestine, the Comm.tttee for 

a Jewish Army of Stateless and Palestinian Jews, the Emergency Conference and 

the Emergency Committ~e to Save the Jewish People of Europe. As well as the 

organization of the grea.t documentary pageant, "We Will Never Die" and the 

nation-wide Proclamation on the Moral Rights of Stateless and Palestinian Jews. 

Members of the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation are now 

on missions in Europe, in the Middle East, in Palestine and in England. 

In announcine the forma.tion of the Committee, Peter H. Bergson declared: 

"What is happening to the Hebrews of Europe is not sudden. It is the culmina.tion 
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of centuries of oppression and persecution; of ghettos, pogroms, economic 

strangulation and endless humiliation and insult. The Hebrew Nation can no 

long0r endure the statue quo. It has been swept away by an intolerable whirl

pool of death and disaster. There is a limit to the blood and suffering any 

people can endure." 

The Hebrew Committee of National Liberation has been organized to 

obtain recognition of the Hebrew people of Europe and Palestine as a sovereign 

nation with the right of self-determination. It will seek representation in 

the councils of the United Nations. It will demand the right for its Hebrew 

Anny to fight on an equal footing with other United Nations armies against the 

Axis. 

While the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation will not press 

the settlement of political and boundary problems of Palestine until the end 

of hostilities, it will insist on the immediate opening of Palestine to all 

Hebrews who can manage to escape from Europe today. 

The ultimate goal of the Hebrew Committee of National Libera.tion is 

the establishment of a. Free Palestine with the Arab population as partners in a 

democratic and civilized Palestine, and with a legally constituted inten1ational 

authority in control of the holy places of all faiths. 

"Let it be clearly understood" -- the statement goes on to say -

"tha.t the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation does not attempt to speak for 

the Jews of the United States. They are an integral part of the American Na.tion; 

an integral part of a. nation made up of people of every descent. These Jews 

are Americans of Hebrew descent. They do not 'belong to Palestine' and thereby 

to the renascent Hebrew Nation either, any more than Justice Frank Murphy 

'belongs to the Irish Nation' or Lieut. General William Knudsen 'belongs to the 

Danish Nation,' though they both certainly are proud of their ancestry." 

It is no accident that Washington has been chosen as the site for 

this historic rededication of the Hebrew Nation a,s a democracy. "The site wa.s 

delibera.tely selected," tm statement asserts "bees.use Washington is the eternal 

symbol of democracy and of the greatness of the human spirit and of its revolution

ary demand for Justice, decency and freedom." 
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON, D, C. 

In reply refer to 
NE 

DEPARTMENT OF STAT 
WASHINGTON 

Ju 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

I have received your letter of June 5, 1944 
with which you sent me a copy of a telegram from the 
Jeuish Agency in Jerusalem, regarding the attitude of 
the Jewish community in Palestine toward the Hebrew 
Committee of Nnt onal Liberation which recently estab
lished a "Hebrew Embassy" in llashington. 

I Wish to assure you in tho connection that the 
Department does not recognize the Hebrew Committee of 
Nationa.l Liberation as hc..v1ng any representative status. 

Sincerely yours, 

.. ,,. 
Assistant Secretar 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
mer1can Zionist Emergency Council, 

342 Madioon Avenue, 
New York 17, New York. 



Reprinted from ••• 

'For Liberation of clews' 

Bergson Admits $1,000,000 
Fu11d Raised, Vague on Its Use 

By Gloria Lubar and 
Edward F. v.in dcr Veen 

T , . 

From his $63,000 residence at In an~ way f_or aiding Jewisl1_ rcfu- Zoning Board on tne grounds the has publicly rc·•ised. 
2315 Massachusetts ave. nw., for- gees m their attempts at illegal proposed "embassy" had not been Senators cott Lucas (D., Ill.), 
merly the Iranian Embassy, Peter en_try into Palestine, this is cer- recognized by the U. 8. State De- Harry Truman (D.. Mo.), vice 
Bergson, self-styled "nuisance dip- tamly looked upon with disfavor partment, District officials state presidential candidate and Sen-

by _t~e British ~overnment,•: a high Bergson later received permissiori a tor Albert Chandler' CD., Ky.) 
lomat,'' boasts his Hebrew Commit- Bntish author1ty here said. "It to buy the property when he stated have announced that advertise
tee of National Liberation with its leaves wide open an opportunity he wank!d it as a private residence. ments had committed some mem
numerous affiliates has collected for _'flotsam and jetsam" and Nazis Berkson's salary, by his own admis- hers of the• Senate to a point of 
one million dollars "from a gener- posings as refugees to enter man- sion, is $75 a week. Formerly he view of which they had no advance 
ous American people." He became ?ated :territ~~y without first being said, it was $4S, ' knowledge, and that their names 
vague, however, when a Post re- mves~igated: . No Busi~ess_ Permit w_ere used without specific permis-
porter insisted he tell what use This official made plam that in Investigation by The Post dis- s1on. 
has been made of the million dol- matters pertaining to legal entry closes that Bergson neither hold!.- Mrs. Louis D Brandeis, wife of 
lars. ?f Hebrews into Palestine, the Brit- a permit to conduct any sort of the late Supreme Court justice, 

"Relief work has been a small 1sh government deals only and di- business from this highly restricted has declared use of her name as 
part of our work," Bergson said. rectly with the World Zionist Or- residential address nor, under the sponsor of the American League 
"Our major activity is to mobilize ganization, not in any way con- law, can he get one. for a Free Palestine, and the Lib• 
the understanding and help of nected with Bergson's committees. The "embassy," castigated by the eration Committee, was ''com
American people for an integral He emphasized that the British American Jewish Conference as a pletely unauthorized." Forty-six 
and positive solution of the prob- government considers Bergson ••fraud, a bufl'oonery, and a comic American rabbis also protested 
lems of the Jewish people in "persona non grata," and made oµe1·a drollery, if it were not so against use of their names in lit• 
Europe," plain that Britain's only official tragic," has a f,elephone switch- erature distributed by the Amer-

Bergson <his real name is Hillel dealings with him had been of a board aud business office on the ican League. 
Kookl is a slight man with pale- ·'military nature." first floor. Berg on's private of- Senator Robert F. Wagner •<D • ., 
blue eyes, darkish blond hair and a Bergson, who entered this coun- fice. ,md the office& of his onvat<' N. Y.) in an open letter, denounced 
mustache. His voice cracks or try in 1941 as a citizen of Palestine secretary and clerical torce, are on :he Hebrew Committee of National 
squeaks when he gets excited. is 34, single, and has been declared the third floor. Liberation as "an organization· 

He was emphatic when declaring physically fit in both British and ~oning officials, informed the which serves no useful purpose 
he possessed a "dynamic personal- American Army medical examina- residence was being used for busi- :U1cl can only confuse and mislead 
ity." He added that "we have tions. Shortly after his arrival, ncss 0 fl'.ices, asserted the license American pul>lic opuuon:' 
been responsible for 40,000 Jewish he informed the British he wanted and police departments would be Dean Alfange, leader of the 
refugees having entered Palestine to join their army. As Palestine mterested ~o know Bergson has Liberal Party in New York an
illegally from Europe during the is mandated territory, there can been operatmg a business without nounced his resignation a; co• 
last seven years." be no British conscription, fighters an occupancy premit. cnairman of the Emergency Com-

"! and my workers managed to must volunteer. The British ac- Bergson, who formerly had de- inittee to Save the Jewish Peopl" 
accomplish this feat through under- cepted his offer, put him through clared the $63,000 "embassy" was of Europe, because he did ''not 
ground methods," he added. the physicals, and told him to ap- p~rchased for him by friends, ad- approve of its political affiliations." 

The American Jewish Confer- pe_ar for service. Instead, it is m1tted to Th(> Post it was paid for Pierre van Passan, author, once 
ence, headed by Rabbi Abba Hillel said, Bergson sent a letter saytng out of funds received for by the an active worker with Bergson, has 
Silver of Cl'eveland, and Dr. he h_ad ?ecided ·he should do hi&. H~brew_ Committee of National gone on record with a scathing 
Stephen s. Wise of New York, fightmg m a Hebrew army. Liberation. The second floor, denouncement calling the Erner-
formed under a mandate of 64 ClassUied 1-A which makes up the living quar- gency Committee a "cruel hoax 
reputable Jewish national organi- Upon receiving this letter, the ters, are beautifully furnished. perpetrat~ on the American pub• 
zations, agrees with Bergson tbat British turned the matter ovei· to Purchased by Fund lie." Passen accused two of Berg• 
his groups have undoubtedly col- the American Selective Servfre. Despite Bergson's assertion to son 's organizations of being spon
lected a million or more dollars in wnere he was immediately clas:.i- the ioning board that the residence sored by the FasciSt party in Pales• 
(t t) b 

fl d 1 A Th. tine, the Irgun. 
ax-e.xemp contri utions from e - • 1s classification was was to be a private dwelling, the 

"persons who have mistaken propa- affirmed on appeal by the New 15 Officers Resign 
ganda for performance and adver- York City Board of Appeal and is deed filed September 22• 1944 Dr. Francis E. McMahon of the 
tisement for achievement," but join now under advisement by the Na- shows it was purchased by the University of Chicago, and 14 other 
with British officials in deriding tional Selective Service Board. Hebrew National Liberation Fund, officers also announced their resig
his assertion he has been the means Bergson's appeal, ft is understood,. Inc- nation from the Emergency Com
of smugglinf 40,000 Jews into Pal- was based on "indispensibility." Organized Jewry points to the mittee because of "increasing con
estine." ''It is odd," the British official continuous change of sponsors as fusion between objectives of the 

"The public might be interested stated, "th.at a Jewish brigade ha~ published in the many full-page various committees." 
in knowing just how much has now been forme_d, but Mr. Bergson advertisements asking for funds. Rabbi Herzog, Chief Rabbi of 
been collected and what disposi- has not yet enlisted." The American Jewish Conference Palestine, has denied any ties with · 
tion was made of the money," the A case concerning Bergson's stay charges names are used without the Emergency Committee. 
Interim Committee of the Jewish in this country is now before U. S permission, and that other so- Wllliam Green, president of the 
Conference commented. "To date Immigration authorities. called sponsors have repudiated American Federation of Labor; R. 
Bergson has made no such accm111t- At the time Bergson first at• the use of their names on grounds J. Thomas, president of 

th
e U.A.W •• 

ing." tempt<'d to buy the Iranian Em- they do not agree with the com- CIO; and Max Zaritsky, president b I of the United Hatters, Cap and 
British Disapprove a:.~-y • ., lC declared he wanted it for l mittees' alleged political affilia- Millinery Workers of America, also 

"lf Bergson has been responsiblt 8 , Ht~br~w Embassy. This ~ppealj lions ' 1
1if h the Irgun, a terrorist have denounced the Hebrew Com

" as tm ncd down by the District rarty 111 Palestine which Bergson rnittee of National Liberation. 



October 4, 1944 

Attaeks Zionists 

Bergson Admits His Committee 
Has No Right to Collect Funds 

By Gloria Lubar and 
Edw:ird F. van der Veen 

Peter H. Bergson held a press ness he n1ust go to the Di. trid 
conference late yesterday. Commissioners and have them 

Bergson wanted to discuss and change the zoning restrictions. 
denounce yesterday'_s W~s~i~gtoi\ Sergson did that. police said, and 
P~st's story about his activities in i·eported that he had been refused. 
this country. Police said they then told Berg-

Bergson presented a prepared 5011 he must obtain an occupancy 
statement in which he c·harged the permit from the' zoning commis
tone of The Post story wa_s one of ,ion According to the Zoning Com
?el~bera~e misrepresent~tio~ and mi ;ion, this reque~t also was re
msmuabon. to P_resent him in the tm,ed 011 the ground the only busi
worst possible l!ght. ness that could be operated in that 
r Be~gs~n ad~it!~~t ;h~enHei~:~;. r~3tricted area would have t? have 
~~~emitte:w!t-i!iational Liberation, brcn established th~re prior to 
of which he is chairman, is not 1 fl 20. 01: _be a recognized embassy 
American; has no right to collect or legation. . 
funds· is taking no action toward At the press conference persist
direct relief- to "Hebrews;" and ent, questioning by The Post as to 
does not, to their knowledge, re- whom he <Bergs.on)_ represents, re
present either European or Pale. - peatedly brought this answer; 
tinian ''H~t,rc v~... "l represent myself." 

(The use of word "Hebrew" as a Demand for a more explicit ex-
noun is Bergson·s stock in trade. planation as to what he meant by 
He contends that a Jew may be a "myself" caused Bergson to add: 
citizen of any country, but that a "I embrace all stateless 'He-
"Hebrew" is a "stateless Jew." ) brews.'" 

In a telegram calling the pre ·s Bergson insisted that parl o( 
conference, Samuel Merlin, a com- the capital of the Hebrew Natio11al 
patriot of Bergson, charged The- Liberation Fund, Inc., was pro
Post was the tool of "British im- vided for by Billy Rose, mghl 
perialists and defeatist Zionisf club impresario. . 
leaders." Reached in. New York last mght 

Ear1ier in the day, Third ·Precinct hy The Post, Rose denied any con · 
police said they plan to call Berg- nection with Bergson, his commit
son into court to explain why he 1 P.es, or the fund. 
has operated a business from 2315 "Let him show one single cheth 
Massachusetts ave. nw., a highly I ever signed," Rose said. "It i~ 
-restricted residential area, without true that I did stage the pageant, 
an occupancy permit. ·we Will Never Die,' both in New 

Police said they told Bergson York and at Constitution HaJl in 
when he moved into the <marten, Wasn'.ington for Ben Hecht, who 
that ,1 he \"ished to conduct a busi- wrote 1.t. lol aid it because it was a 

good show. That was my only 
connection with the pageant." 

Representative Sol Bloom m., 
N. Y.>, chairman of the House For
eign Affairs Committee, ques
tioned as to Bergson's accompfish
ments during his stay in this coun
try, declared: "No authorized Jew
ish agency approves of the meth
ods adopted by Bergson and his 
groups.'' 

Charging that Bergson·& 1!leth
ods were purely lobbying and high 
pressuring, Bloom exhibited a te1e
E;ram from the Emergency Com
n1ttee to Save the Jewish People 
uf Europe last year, asking those 
\, ho receive the telegram to give 
a generous contribution so that 
the committee could "force passage 
cf a resolution" then pending in 
Congress "to force Washington. 
London, Palestine. England, Tur
key to continue work on larger 
.<;c: a Jr. " 

"If that L n 't high pressurlnb 
anrl lobbying, I would lik•: to kno~ 
what is," declared Bloom. 

Bloom recalled Bergson·s ap
Jwarance before the House For
c1 gn Affairs Committee last fall! 

"I asked him if he had come 
mto thi-, country legally," the Con
gressm,m ~aid. 

"'l don't know,' Berg~on told me. 
"'What the hell do you mean 

you don't lrnow?' l !hundererl." 

Chuckling, the Congressman add
ed, "It's the first time I ever re
member swearing at a committee 
hearing.·• 



October 5, 1944 

Use of Names Unauthorized 

New Repudiations Registered 
Against Bergson's Committee 

Nationwide repudiations of 
Peter H. Bergson and his numer
ous committees continued to flow 
into The Post last night. 

Mrs. Raymond Clapper, widow 
of the late famous war correspond
ent, once a member of the v¥·ash
ington Emergency Committee to 
Save the Jewish People of Europe, 
declared: 

"In the future, I will not serve 
on Peter Bergson's committees. 
When I consented to become a 
sponsor I was under the impres
sion that the purpose of that com
mittee was to use the money col
lected to give actual aid to get Jew
ish refugees into Palestirie. I was 
amazed to find out that the money 
was used to propagandize the Amer
ican public.'' 

Dr. Albert Joseph ~Cartney, 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church; 
18th and N sts. nw., who said he 
was among the original sponsors of 
the Washington Emergency Com
mittee declared that after attend• 
ing s~vt!ral meetings_ ~t private 
homes he became suspicious. 

Senator James M. Tunnell (D, 

Del.), said he became outraged be• 
cause the American League for a 
Free Palestine, one of Bergson'f 
several organizations, also engaged 
n the business of raising funds, 
·sed his name in a handout 
rinted in the New York Times to 

Lhe effect that he had agreed to 
become one of their sponsors. He 
wrote constituents that ''while he 
is anxious to do all he can to h~lp 
relieve the great tragedy which 
has befallen the Jews of Europe, 
he was ''suspicious" of this or-
ganization and had been "warned 

about them." 
"It appears that they published 

a statement that I had become 
identified with their organization," 
Sneator Tunnell stated. "I don't 
think that an entirely le?itiID:atE. 
organization would do this with
out my consent." 

At the same time, Senator Tu~
nell wrote directly to the Ameri
can League on May 28, 1944: 

"I was yesterday informed that 
the New York Times stated that 

By Gloria Luhar and 

'Edward F. van der Veen 

to be a good deal of dissatisfac
tion among Jewish people with 
reference to your organization. I. 
at the request of a Miss Keane, did 
place in the appendix of the Con
gressional Record an article which 
she desi'red to have placed there 
I don't think this authorizes any 
assumption that I am in any way 
connected with the organization.'' 
Bitter Telegram Sent Post 

Of 105 names signed to a bitter 
telegram sent to The Post from the 
National Jewish Council, New 
York City, from the same address, 
25 West 45th st., where at least 
one of Bergson's committees, 
etcetera, have offices, 20 per ons 
were contacted. Of these 20, called 
and reached by The Post, only two 
endor • •d the work of the council. 
One of these said he had not been 
informed of the telegram, and the 
other admitted he did not see The 
Post stories, which were attacked 
in the telegram. 

"We trust , . . you will give 
space in your daily in answer to 
your biased description of 1r. 
Peter H. Bergson," the start of 
the council telegram read. 

Rabbi Chaim Williamowsky, 
44.02 15th st. nw.-The Post. w1s 
not biased. I am not now a 
member of the Council, and 
asked sometime ago that my 
name be removed. I know abso
lutely nothing about the tele
gram, and am angry that my 
name was used. 
Rabbi Williamowsky was the 

only "signer" of the telegram who 
·aid he had read The Po t article, 
despite the fact that Samuel Ro en, 
vice chairman of the Council, first 
told The Post that the ignature. 
on the telegram had been received 
after each one had been sent-copi c; 

of the telegram and the first Post 
article. 

Later last night. in another t.elc
phone conversation, Rosen cor
rected his statement by saying that 
he was getting ready to send the 
copies to the "signers.'' 
Undaunted in Loyalty 

I had agreed to become on~ of 
the sponsors of the American 
League for a Free Palestine. I 
do not have any recollection of I 
ever having authorized such a 
statement. I find that there seems 

"We who follow the leader hip 
of Mr. Bergson are undaunted i11 
our spirit of loyalty to the caus 
of the a •dcted and oppressed o, 

the Hebrew nation," another por
tion of the telegram read. 

Rabbi Gedaliah Kaprow, Buf
falo. N. V -I do not approve of 

Bergson, and did not authorize 
the use of my name. 

Rabbi Israel Porath, Cleve
land, Ohio-I do not know Berg
son personally, or anything about 
him. I know nothing about the 
teluram. It may be that some• 
time or other I Joined the coun
cil. 

Rabbi Jacob M. Lesi,1, Dor
chester, Mass.-1 know nothing 
about the telegram, Bergson, or 
his committee. I have a vague 
impression that many months ago 
an organization calling itself Ute 
National Jewish Council held a 
meeting in Bo!iton, and that I 
attended. o far as I know, I 
am not a member. 
"The British-Zionist unholy al

liance is an attempt to undermine 
public confidence in Mr. Berg
son •.. " the telegram continued. 

Chaplain Meyer J. Goldman, 
]Joca Raton Field, Fla.-1 had not 
been informed of the telegram, 
and deeply object to the use of 
my name. 

Rabbi Hcrma11 Bick, Lynn, 
Mas .-1 withdrew by name from 
the Emergency Committee two 
months ago. The u e of my name 
w a s absolutely unauthorized 
and improper. 
Rabbi Harold Baumrind. Mil

waukee, and S. A. Parde , Chicago, 
both dec1ared they never were 
members ot the council and knew 
nothing about the telegram. 
Withdrew Member hip 

Rabbi Israel Lev. Gloucester, 
Mas ., explained to The Post that, 
he withdrew membership in the, 
-council when the "embassy Hebrew 
government" was organized _in 
Washington. He did not authonze 
the use of his name. he aid. 

Two other rabbis explained that 
they were members of the council, 
but knew nothing about the telc · 
gram or Bergson. 

Rabbi Herman Kahan, Newark 
-1 am a member of the council, 
but should have been made aware 
of the use of my name on the 
telegram. 

Rabbi s. JI. Kliuam,ky, L 
Louis-Ye , I am a member of 
the council, but I know nothing 
about the telegram OI' Bergson. 
Other telephone re ponses. from 

so-called signers of the council tek•
gram, continued along the same 
1inP, 
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