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SUPPIEMENT XI TO DIGEST OF PRESS AND EVENTS

——

TEE "GREATER SYRIA" PLAN ARQUSES OPPOSITICN IN SAUDIA - by EZ.S.

Under the above heading, the
following article, summarizing
the Arab Unity talks in Cairo,
appeared in the Hebrew daily
"Hazman" of March 27, 1944,

Last month, ihstafa el Nahas, thc Egyptian Prime Minister, completed the
preliminary talks with the representatives of the Arab countries on the plan which
he calls the plan for "Arab unity". The fcllowing Governments participated in
these talksy Iraq, Transjorden, Saudi-irabia, Syria, the Lebanon and Yemen., On
more than cne occasion the Egypntian Prime liinister announced that he would invite
the Arabs of Palestine, too, to send their representatives to Cairo to discuss
their political demands. A month ago, vwhen the Egyptian trade delegation came to
take part in the Trade Confcrence in Jerusalem, its members stressed this peint in
" “oches made on the occasion of receptions in their honour by Palestine Arab
lcaders.

The Egyntian Prime linister and the various delegations vhich have parti-
cipated in the talks have endeavoured to proserve cempletce secrecy as to the nature
of the discussicns, Thoy have contented thomselves vith general statements - in
the press or in their respective Parliaments - to the effect that complete mmtual
understanding has been reacied and that all parties have agreed to the convention
in Cairo of an inter~governmental Arad Conference which weuld consider and decide
on a plan of "Arab unity"., In recent meaths newspapermen have often asked the
heads of the Arab Governuents vhat precise meaning attaches to thiis term "Aradb
unity', The reply has invariably been that it means the creation of a system of
cooperation bDetween the Jrab countries in all spheres - pclitical, social and
economic, Hewever, they have added that vhatever the scope of this ecoperation may
be it will not be such as tc interfere with the independence and existing regimes
of the Arab countries, Thus a small country like the Lebanon, with its small popu-~
lation and its republican regime, will-be atle tc cooperate with monarchist Egynt,
with its large arca and population, withcut surrendering any degree of its indee
pendence,

Net cne of the JArab Prime linisters or members of the various declegaticns
~ and they have emphasised this on scveral occasicns - is of the view that it is
possible in present circumstanccs to establish a Union, Federation or Confedera~
tion of Arab countrics. It is recognised by all that such a plan is unworkable
in the existing political and social conditions prevailing in the Arab countries,
and any attempt te gpply it would encocunter cnormous obstocles both in these
countrics themselves and outside. On the othor hand, 21l arc agreed that a
linited cooperation betweon the Arab courtrics is attainable, especially in the
sphere of foreign pelicy. Thus if a foreign power were to have designe on the
indcpendence of the Lebanon or Irag, for example, all the Arab countrics sheuld
cone to their aid., Jdnd if cne of the Arab ccuntrics were to moke a certain demand
of the United Naticns or the Peace Confercnce, it should be supnorted by all the
cthers, J4s to cconomic cooperation, this should concentrate on preforcnce being
given by cvery Arab country to the produce of its neighbours over foreign producce,
and on similar mcasurcs,
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However, vhile there is general agreement that it is impossible to establish
a general federation of all the Arab countries, there are those who believe that
a federation on a smaller scale is feasible, and in particular a federation of four
neighbouring countries, namelys Syria, the Lebancn, Palestine and Transjordan. In
their view the union of thege four countries is essential, and will be of advantoge
to the countries themselves and to the Arab world as a whole., In the days of the
Ottoman EBmpire these countries were united, and their subsequent partiticn was
"artificial, afiecting them adverscly in every respect, political, eccnomic and
social, The Arab world would also becnefity today it is divided into 8 distinct
countries, while after such a unicn it would comprise 5 large states; Greater Syric
(the union of the above 4 states), Bgyot, Irag, Saudia and Yemen, In this way a
solution would be found for numerous problems arising inevitably out of the existe
ence of smell states incapable of maintaining themselves and thus providing foreign
powers with the excuse for intervening in the internal affairs of the Arab vorld,

Irag and Transjorden are the countrics primarily concermed with this plan of
four-fold union. Iraq hopes that its implementation would result in her securing
advantages, such as an outlet to the sea at Haifa or Tripoli, and that subsequently
she would join the Federation as an integral part of it, or unite with in a wider
Confederation, This is an old plan on the part of Iruq, and King Feisal was working
for its accomplishment as far back as 1932, If Palestine and the Lebanon remained
divided, anc if the breach between the Jews and the Arebs and between the Christians
and the lloslems is not healed, Iraq will be unable to secure her outlet to the seca
or to depend cn her southern meighbours in her endeavours to extend her power and
defend her boundaries.

As far as Transjordan is concerned, it is the ambition of the EmirAbdullah
to become the head of the preoposed United States as Iing, President of the Republic
or President of the Supreme Fedoral Council, He is therefore keen on the proposal
being implementoed. He believes that his country too, would benefit, for in its
prescat economic condition, and with its existing small population, it has no prog=
pects of progressing even if Bngland, America and the Arab countries extend assiste
ence te it, Trangjordan is a backward country, destined dSorcver to remain under
tutclage, without strength or influence in the Arab world,

These are the motives which lead Iraq and Transjordan to recognise cortain
rights for Jews in Palestine and Caristians in the Lebanon. But for the same *
reascns they supnort any plan vhich restricts Jewish development in Polestine and
Christian developrment in the Lebanon., The White Paper, which aims at curtailing
the growth of the Jewish Vishuv in Palestine and, in the course of time, to make
it a subject element, oppeals to them more than every other plan. The present
regime in thc Lebanon, with the lioslam nationalist Riadh al Solh at the head, if
it continuecs in power for a long period, is calculated to convert this Christian
country into a lioslem country ond put an end to the independent existence of the
Christian population. Tuus Iraq and Transjordan support the present Lebanese
Government and extend all possible help to it,

As to Syria and the Lebanon, twhich morce than any other country should be
interested in the problem of the proposed federation, for they are directly con-
cerned - today only their Governments arc free to spealz, and not their peoples.
And the Governments of thesc countries censist of extreme notionalists vho, since
Ottoman doys, hoave worked for the unity of the Arob Bast, liony of them werc per-
secuted and imprisoned by the Turks for their work in this directioca, and sub-
sequently by the French. licw that doth these ccuntries have atininad independence
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which has been recognised by Britain, America and Free France, one might have sup-
posed that their present Governments would now proceed to fulfill this dream, or =
if that be not possible at the moment - at least to achieve a union between Syria
and the Lebanon themselves, Yet the fact is that the very contrary is the case.
Not only are they not working for union, but are proclaiming that the time has not
yet come for such a union, and that it is to the interest of Syria and the Lebanon
that they retain their independence and merely cooperate with each other economi-
cally and culturally., This change of front however, does not mean that these
nationalists have abandoned their old drecam or that they think it incapable of
rcalisation. It mecans simply that they recognise that the ground for union mmst

be propared, end that at the present stage the independent status and government

of their countries mast be consolidated before they can think of uniting with other
Arab countriecs or of absorbing other countrics, They mist at least attain the
stage of internal and extcrnal strength as independent countrics of Iraq and Bgypte
And if the four-fold Union plan is to be realised, they immst, to begin with, ensure
that the position in the countries which they want to unite should be stable and
orderly, This is not the case in the Lebanon nor is it the case in Palestine.

The Christians in the Lebanon have, indeed, agrced tocday to meke conces-
sions to the lioslems and to cooperate with themy but they have adopted this attitude
unde: pressure from Britain, America and the Arab world, They were at pains to
insist on a prior condition of such cooperation, namely the maintenance of the
absolute independence of the Lebanon within its present boundaries. Even if the
Arab world uses force against them, they will not easily weaken their insistence
on this point., It may well be, however, that this insistence will weaken should
they cometo believe that economic conditicns require it ond if the Arabs in Syria
and the other ncighbouring countries convince them of their "good intentions" and
of their desire not to swallow them up, but to cocperate with them. The Syrian
Government understand this position and is doing all it can to work in accordance
with it. But even if she succeeds with regard to the Lebanon, the position of
Palestine is quite different, The Palestine problem is complicated, and it cannot
be supposed that it will be solved in the near future in such a way as to satisfy
both the Jews and Arabs at the same time, The time has not yet come for the con-
sideration of any plan of union between Syria and Palestine, and, the present com-
pPlications in Palestine being what they are, the consideration of any such plan
would only be a disadvantage to both countries alike.

soreover the union of Syria and Polestine is dependent not only on the Jews,
the British and the Polestinian Arabs; it is also conditional on the agreement of
a number of Arab Governments, If wo can assume that Iraq and Transjordan agrece,
this is not the casc with Saudia. Defore the latter will give its consent it mst
ensurc that the Government of the United Statecs would not pass into the hands of a
membor of the Eashimite family or of the Zgyotian Royal family, end that itsneigh-
bours - Iraq and Egypt = would not be given political or economic power over it,
Ctherwise the pregent balance as between the Arad countries would be disturbed.
Thus Samdia is strengly opoosed to Iraq receiving an outlet to the liediterranean
Sea through these countries, or thet the markets of the latter bo opened wide to
Zgyptian and Iraqi produce. It is for this reason that Saudia has recently raised
anew the problem of the repair of the Hedjaz Railway which connects it with Pal-
estine, Syria and Transjorden. If this railway is put into service Samdiala in-
fluence in these countries will grow, and she will be able to competé against
Egyptian and Iraql influence in them, And Saudia today is sble tu obstruct any
political scheme in the Arab world which does not appeal to her, for since the dis-
covery of her cil resources and the signing of an agrecment between her and America
for their exploitation, her strength and influcnce have growm.
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In order that it should not be thought that her attitude is based solely
on self-interest, even at the expense of the general interest, Saundials putting
forward her opposition in a roundabout way, and has seized hold of the Palestine
oroblem as a cover un for her real designs. Thus she is insisting that the Pal-
estine problem must be solved before anything else is done, Saudia is not alone
in this attitude. Yemen, with its population of 4=-b5 millions, sides with her, ac
do all those clements in Palestine, Syria and the Lebanon who oppose the appoint-
ment of a Hashimitc or Egyptian Emir at the head of the proposed Union. These
latter clements number more than two million; chief among them are the "National
Bloch" and its supporters in Syria, the Husseinis and their supporters in Palestine
and Riad al Solh and his supporters in the Lebanon. If we add the population of
Samdia and Yemen, we find that a total of 9-10 millions support Ibn Saud's atti-
tude, or more than two~thirds of the populaticn of the Arab countries excluding
Egypt. And as far as BEgypt is concerned, for all its population of 17 millions,
she cannot today compete against Ibn Saud!s influence in the Arab world. Igypt
is still regarded as foreign, and as being nct entirely Arob, and her efforts for
"Arob unity" are interpreted as being the result of 3ritish pressure or her own
private intercste,
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