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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Roe.d 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I have learned today that the Emergency Council is spoDBorin a large 
rally in Madison Square Garden in New York March 21st. I am vronderir-'£ 
whether it would not be wise for the Conferenoe to participate in some 
way. I have had two comments today to the effeot that such a meeting 
might well have been sponsored by the Conferenoe itself and I feel that 
I should let you knovr that there is gror,ing criticism to the effeot that 
the Conference is not aotive enough in any of the fields in which it is 
interested and that opportunities for activity have been repeatedly 
lost. Some of this criticism oomes from non-Zionists and some of it 
from Zionists. 

You will recall that we polled the members 0£ the Interim Comndttee in 
early February on the advisability of a Jlllas registration of American 
Jewry on the oommomealth issue. The vote was overwhelmingly in the 
affirmative. We have never conm:runicated to the Interim Committee the 
result of the poll or the decision flawing from that result. 

I would like to call your attentioll to the fact that the Interim 
Committee of the Conference will meet on March 21st in New York, the 
very day on which the Madison Square Garden mss meeting is being 
held. This coinoidenoe or meetings will certainly raise the issue of 
the place of the Conference in the whole program. One Zionist who 
called me today suggested that the Madison Square Garden nass meeting 
should be sponsored by the Conf'erenoe, that the Inter:i.n .. Committee 
could attend suoh a oom'erenoe in a body, that at the meeting of the 
Interim Committee during the day, the Cam:nittee could determine 
for100.lly on the petition, that the petition oould be printed in the 
meanti.Ir..e and that oiroule.tion oould be launohed at the mss meetillg. 

You will recall at the last meeti11g of the Interim C0.D'llli ttee there was 
a long discussion on the relationship between the Conf'erenoe and the 
World Jewish Congress with respeot to the War Emergency Conference 
that is being convened by the Vlorld Jewish Congress. The same question 
is developing with respect to the Conferenoe and Zionist activity. I 
knorr that it is in the minds of a n\.Bilber of people and I feel that you 
should be informed of this point of view. 



-
Dr• A• li• Silver -2-

In view of this situation. it might be well to have a meeting of the 
Palestine Commission in advanoe of the Interim CQ!Jmittee meeting ao 
that the whole question oan be canvassed. 

The issue is also coming to a head at a meeting of the Administrative 
Ccmmd.ttee Tuesday night. 

Very a i11oerely yours 11 

I. L. Kenon 
Public RelatiollS Director 

ILK:s 
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