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Thomas E. Dewey 
Governor 

Rabbi lv'JBX Kirshblum 
Executive Secretary 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 

ALBANY 

National Conferende df Orthodox 
Jewry for falestine and Rescue 

41 East 42nd street 
New York 171 N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi Kirshblum: 

January 22, 1944 

I am happy to greet the National Conference of Orth~dox Jewry for 
Palestine and Rescue and deeply regret that the heavy pressure of my official 
duties makes it impossible for me to attend in person, 

In dealing with the problems of the future it is greatly important to 
recognize the significance of Palestine in the making of that future. All of 
us know that the first World War was followed by incomplete success in dealing 
with the problems of minorities • .Although I do not believe that that partial 
failure may be eharacterized as the cause of the present war, it undoubtedly 
contributed to bring it about. 

There mu.st be recognition of the historic rights of the Jews in Palestine, 
It is essential that a way be found to open the doors of Palestine. If those 
doors remain closed, the specter of hundred~ ot thousnnds of helpless and 
wandering Jews will intensify the difficulties of the peace and will cast 
grave doubts upon its sincerity and soundness. 

The fine efforts of the Conference of Orthodox Jewry for Palestine and 
Rescue have won the respect and adiniration of all observers. I do not have to 
tell you that your task and your opportunity in the future will be even greater 
than ever before. 

All people who believe in a world where nations and peoples will be at 
peace under freedom wish you every success in your great work. 

Sincerely yours, 

( Signed) rhomas E. Dewey 

TED:MF 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF ORTHODOX JEWRY FOR PALESTINE AND RESCUE " . Hotel Pennsylvania 
New York, N~ Y. 
•Sunday Evening, January 30,, 1944 

ADDRESS EY DR. DANIEL A. POLING 
President, World's Christian Endeavor Union 

Edi tor-in-Chief, 11 Christian Herald11 

Pastor, Baptist Temple, Philadelphia, Pa. 

-----------
A distinguished American educator has said in effect that it is the re­

sponsibility of majority groups, whatever the issue and wherever raised, to see 

to it that minorities have their rights. Indeed, it is more than responsibility. 

It is life and existence - for the majority groups, Minorities can and do survive 

persecution, but responsible majorities cannotJ The Jew after centuries of 

travail imposed upon him by those who overwhelmed him in numbers and physical 

strength remains to-day the most baffling human phenomena of history. Only a 

spiritual answer is adequate for the questions raised by the fact of his survival. 

On the other hand, the powerful majorities that tortured the Jew have steadily 

weakened and disappeared, while the governments that made him their victim have 

been overthrown. What he himself could not accomplish in his own defense, a 

destiny that must be divine has steadily achieved for him. 

I speak as a Christian to-night. To mo Jesus of Nazareth is Savior and 

Lord; very God of very God, and for my words there would be no significance were 

I not thus to speak. rJ;y faith is the majority fni th of this groat free lard. And 

speaking as a Christian I rise to say that while Israel can and will again survive 

injustice and persecution, the Christian majority under whatever guise cannot 

practice persectuion, nor consent to it; cannot allow the injustice, nor condone 

it; nor to be silent in the presence of these twentieth century totalitarian 

horrors and survive. By the sublime tests of the Serroon on the Mount the Christian 

must be Christian if he would continue to be. For him there is no alternative. 

The Jew may still die a thousand deaths and live on to raise new civilizations 

and cultures above the graves of those who slew him. That is his destiny. But 

for roo, the genius of my salvation is comprehendo:lin what Jesus named the last 



.. • 
and .great commandna:ut: ''Thou she.l t love ~he lord thy God with all thy heart~ with 

all thy soul, with all thy strength and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor. as 

thyself." 

Wha.t then are the particulars of majority responsibility with regard to the 

Jew? One may state them to-night only in their briefest outline~ And directly 

I shall refer only to Palestine. 

Jewish tradition, both religious and national, has known but one Promised 

Land. And every effort made to find another has failed. That search goes on, but 

I believe it will continue to fail. Nor do I believe that for the mnjority the 

problem of the Jew will ever approach solution until permanently he has the open 

door of return to the land of his anoestore, which is the seat of his faith and 

eternal hope. Until then there wil l be no rest for his wandering feet and no rest 

for those who keep him on the march. Perhaps the Jew, more than any other ethnic 

group, for his continued existence must mainte,in his unique spiritual character. 

With that 11 mu.st" is forever identified the promise and the prospect of the land 

that in another time "flowed with milk and honey. 11 Nor let it be forgotten by the 

majority that after the First World War the Balfour Declaration gave form and body 

to an age-old dream, and that fifty-two nations endorsed that declaration, AmOng 

these nations is the United States of .America. And I affirm to-night that never 

more than an infinitesimal minority of America's Christian majority has disapproved 

this action of the United States of America. The Balfour Declaration is a fact of 

history. The good faith, not of the Jew, but of the Gentile, is at stake; not of 

Israel, but of Britain and of the United Statos and of every other signatory power. 

Equally significant was Arab support of the Balfour Declaration when original 

and final negotiations on behalf of the Arabs with the Jews, were entrusted to H.R.H. 

Emir Feisal. His approach was cordial and statesmanlike. He commanded great ability 

ond deep understanding, His views and the engagements to which he cormnitted those 

whom he so ably represented are historianlly recorded. He anticipated a natural 

and complete union of Arab States under the British acting as Trustee. Matters of 
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qis father's rule, his own sovereignty in Syria, and that of his brother in Trans­

Jordan or in Iraw were all cleared. At no time was there even the suggestion that 

the return of the Jew to Palestine and tho full development of Palestine as a Jewish 

state would be regarded as hostile to Arab interest~. The agreement of January 3, 

1919, contains such unoquivocal statements as the following: ••The Arab State and 

Palestine and all their relations and understanding:3shall be controlled by the roost 

cordial good will and understanding and to this end Arab and Jewish duly accredited 

agents shall be established nnd maintained in the respective territories." Again, 
11 all necessary mea~'Ures shall be taken to encourage and stimulate irrmigration of 

Jews into Palestine on a large scale. 11 And yet again, 11 The Mohnmmedan holy plo.ces 

shall be under ?vbhnmmedan control. 11 And finolly, 11 No regulation nor law shall be 

made prohibiting or interfering in any way, with the free exercise of religion"····•• 
11 no religious test shall ever be required for the exercise of civil or political 

rights." The official declarations were such as these, and within these principles 

accepting in good faith the :Sal.four Declara.tion and the adherence to that declara­

tion of fifty-two sovereign states, the Jew went forward too.gain make the "desert 

blossom as the rose. 11 After twenty years of intensive Jewish development the pop­

ulation had grown from 650,000 to nen.rly l,500 1 000. Falestine with its area of 

10.000 square miles approXillll\tes in size Belgium, Holland nnd Sicily . . Bel gium nnd 

Holland have each a population of over 8,000,000; Sicily which is mountainous, 

4,000,000, and Palestine has in the past been populated by as many as 4 1 000,000. 

Under the intensive development of the Jew which I have seen, and at which I have 

marvelled, I believe that this former population total may be reached and even 

surpa~sed. 

As to the disposition of the Jew to respect both the letter and spirit of the 

Agreement, recent actions of the Jewish City of Tel-Aviv are significant. A nearby 

Arab village has been included within city boundo.rios, and to this village all civic 

services have been extended, Al.so municipal notices are published in both languages 

and an Arab Official has been employed to handle Arab affairs. Contrast this w1 th 



... 4 ... 

Totalitarian actions over the worldl 

Mr. Winston Churchill has said that the White Paper is 11 n. breach and repudi&­

tion of the Balfour Declaration"• and that the Jew as a minority in Palestine under 

foreign rule would be 11 the end of the vision, of the hope, of the dream". While 

that would be tragedy for the Jew it is irretrievable disaster at last for the 

majority. Nor let it be argued that a Jewish minority opposed to what the world 

knows as Zionism, invalidates the claims of the Jewish majority and excuses the reGt 

of us from further support of those claims. We Christians have our o,m pledges and 

our own conscience. At the same time the Jewish majority has fully regarded i+,s own 

minority. And Zionism is specific in supporting the national rights of Jews who 

retain their residence and citizenship in other lands. Some of my closest friends, 

indeed, my most intimate personal friends among Jews are not Zionists. And if their 

citizenship status were to be affected by Zionism I would speak out at once. But 

these rights are not affected, save only as I believe eventually Zionism would enrich 

and strengthen them. Nor is there the slightes t sugge stion that as between sovereign 

states there would be a dual citizenship. 

Directly the obligations of the Christian majority as I see these obligations 

are as follows: 

First of all, to be informed, to know the facts; to have the truth, and with 

the truth to reach conclusions and to accept responBibili ties. ln simple justice 

and by the test of Christian ethics this can never be a mutter of personal feeling, 

of personal likes and dislikes. I have the right to choose my friends, and as a man 

I may not like you, but never is mine the right to be unjust with any man, to prose­

cute any man. however unattractive he may be to roo. B yond this, as a Christian I 

am called to love even my enemy. Also a penalty is attached to II\Y disobedience. 

Progressively I dostroy my own soul and eventually my civilization is destroyed when 

my kind repudiate the law of God and its _epiri t. 

Second. I nru.st challenge falsehoods and nnswer them. The Jew is not an 

"International Conspiracy" and Jews do not own this country. In 1936 only 4.8% of 



ao,ooo directors of corporations in tho United Stats w0.:.e..,J'c\/s. A surv y mn.do by 

FORTUNE, to my surprise, revealed thr..t Jews play a small role in bnnking, insu.rMce 

and heavy industry. They are prominent in clothing and furniture making, and cer­

tainly YOUl a.re terribly efficient1 but really now that docs not excuse me or any 

other man for pulling your hair, or pupching your nose or vrriting obscenities on 

your .. synngogues. Nor is it my business to coW1t ru.l your peculiarities and then 

piously SUg{-;est that you shave your ·ben.rds,press your trousers Md stop eating kosh 1·. 

I have enough to do with my own clothes and my own dietaryJ Certainly I do not 

affirm that you are perfect and I run not here to accord you fulsome praise. You 

need to set your house in order. But :L9µ rnst do it and aeido from being your friend, 

as you are mine I I am terribly busy right now in trying to do something with my own 

house. Frank].y1 I am not succeeding any too well. 

Third. The Jews does not "run tho govtrnment 11
• Believe it or not, of the 

more than 1 1 000 top jobs in the Feder~l Government, considerably less thnn 50, 

sc~rcely more than thirty, aro hold by Jevrn .. 

Fourth. Jews do net own or control n majority of the grent 11 daily papers 

and the radio 11 • The journnl "Editor and Publisher" stntes that only 15 of 1'700 

nevrnpaper owner-publishers are Jews. Three of eig t1t major moving picture compnnies 

are controlled by Jews - three by non-Jews, nnd in two con t:rol is divided. 

Fifth. Jews ~enorrtlly are not Communists. It is interesting to remember that 

in two successive breaths Hitler has denounced Jews as 11 Comnnmists11 and also as 

11 International Ban};{crs11 • .An American Journal owned by Christians has completed a 

survey which concludes thnt p rhaps 15% of Corllrnunists throughout the world are Jews. 

But of the many fo.l se charges one yet remains to r,hich I \·1ould ei ve particular 

a ttention. How many times hn.ve you hen.rd the statement "Our good Christinn boys 

mu.st fight nnd die for these Jews. 11 Th.."1.t statement is :m unmitigated falsehood. In 

two wnrs now I have seen 11 good" Jewish boys fight and die with 11 go0d11 Christian boys. 

Only a few week~ ago a great Jewisl d o ctor and surgeon minister d tom and 

was my friend in an />,.rmy Hospitnl on the Ledo Road. 
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In th First World War of the t otal Amer i can mobilizntion 5. 7% were Jew s , 

nnd that was 1/3 more than their quota, Did you ever h our n mnn on ony fighting 

frcnt make this miserable charge against Jews? Very likely the l ad v,i th him in the 

fox-hole was a Jew, or the nurse ministering t o him in the ward. Ye s, tho mi nority 

con survice the lie , but the majority cn.nnc t flourish and repe, tit. 

Tonight I would cho.llemge my Christ inn ma jority rJi th such t asks as those. 

1, The support of all constructive rnea :..,ure s t o help save tho se Jews i n 

Europe not yet murdered, and to provide both t empor a ry and pe rmn.n~nt havens. 

2. ~ctive participation in united c , mr.1UI1ity effort s t c liquidate Anti­

Semitism and every other Anti..,R.'1.ce, Anti-Color• Anti-Faith, Anti-Americn.n 11 ism11 • 

Stop tho.t thief of slnndcr and str;p l im now. 

3. There must b e adequate leg.11 prot uction against ecc,nor.iic, industri o..l, 

social and politico.l discrimination, 'tut even more i mporta nt is th.,.,__t consto.nt g r a ce 

of brotherhood, tha t nevur f c.iling genius r•f the Christian's go spel which rises frcm 

the very heart of Israel in 11 I am my brothor 1 s k ceper. 11 

4. And l ot the Christian majority su}.)"()ort a r ealistic progro.m of r ehabili­

tation enabling refu,eec Jews within the Four Freedoms to rebu i ld t he ir lives i n a 

land from which they have bcei.1 driven or o t he r lands of their choice , rmd l e t this 

Christian majority have particula r s-upport f 0r the r e turn to their Promised Land 

all of those whc would return . 

l\(y fino.l w0 rd tonight ha s to do with the sp iritual implica tions of this great 

matter, I h..'1.ve s een t he vineyards r f this now cld homel and of your great people . 

I have tal l-'.:od with the p i onu ~rs, a nd re sting by tl1e ancion t paths the found l- rs of my 

own faith trod, I have ta1:. t1n food and drink from the mnds of ycur Brethren. The 

epic of Abrahruu, tho tablets cf Lc scs 1 the Psnlms of David, tho Songs of Solomen, 

the Prophocies of Daniel and Isaiah have br0at· ed upon me as I have tramped the 

rnngos and followed the Jordan where once your ancient glories r o se and f ell. Now 

for the good of m.:·1.nk ind they nust h ave thu chance t o rise again. Perhaps to you as 

to no othor group of your peoplu is 0ntrust0d tho spiritual guidance of tho Jew in 
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the Twentieth Century. How well you know that silver and gold, that abundant har-

vests, that hu.ma.n culture, economic progress, political achievements and military 

vh;tories are not enough. '!tow well you know that the Promised Land will come again 

to decay and :Babylonian capti7i ty if the Temple Worship is forgotten, the Holy of 

Holies neglected, and the fulfillment cf prophecy denied. Yours is the sacred trust 

and yours the divine responsibility. Daily I shall pray that the God of Our Fathers 

may lead you on and that as He brought Abraham from Ur of the Chalde~s. He shall bring 

you and your children at last to the fulfillment and peace of your Holy Hill. 
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\ NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF ORTHODOX JEWRY 
FOR PALESTINE AND RESCUE 

at Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City, January 30 and 31, 1944 
Offices: 41 East 42nd Street • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-6137-8 

I 

FOR RELEASE ONDAY ~--. - _.....,._,. ---- ...,,._,r,...... ... --

DR. POLING URGES CHRIST I.A.!{ SUPPORT 

FOR JEWISH N TIONAL HO .E 

---... ---
NATIONAL OO HFERENOE OF ORTHODOX JE VRY FOR 

HEARS RABBI GOLD, ROBER'f SZOLD, MESSAGE FROM GOVERNOR DEWEY 

New York -- Dr. Daniel A. Poling , president of the World's Christian 

Endeavor Union and President R osevelt'~ emissary to the fi ght i ng 

foroos, last n ight call ed on the Christ i an majority to give its active 

sup f' ort tc- a four-point 1)rog:ram to save the Jews of Europe and to com­

bat anti-Semitism, "with particular support f c~ the return to their 

Promised Land of all those who would r e turn." Dr. Poling spoke before 

more than 1200 delegates to the National Conference of Orthodox Jewry . ' for Pale stine and Rescue &t the Hotel Pennsylvania in New York. 

Cal l ing for a reaffirmation of the Balfour Declaration's promise 

of a Jewish National Home in Palestine, Dr. Pol ing asserted that 

"Jewiah tradition, both religious and national, has known but one 

Promised Land. And every effort made to find another has failed. 

~hat s~arch gees on, but I believe it will continue to fail. Nor do 

I believe that for the majerity the problem of the Jew Will aver 

~pproach solution until permanently he has the open dror , ~f return to 

the land of his ancestors, which is the seat of his faith and eternal 

hope, n 

~ "Th~ Balfour Declaration is a fact of history," Dr. Poling 

deelarcd, "The geod faith, not ~f the Jew, but of the Gentile, is at 
(More) 

- • -- J ,. r . . . . 
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1 bu~ 0f Br. l +,ain and of the United St ateG anr .. 

of every other s1gr·~a toI.'y :rower. 11 

Dr. Poling nhallenged the Ohristian majority with the follow-
ing ta'Bk: 

11 1. The support of all constructive measures to help save 
those Jews in Europe not yet murdered, and to provide both temporary 

and permanent havens. 

11 2. .Aoti ve participation in united community efforts to 
li ~uidate ar.ti - Gemitism and every other Anti-Race, Anti~Color, Anti­
Faith, Anti-American •ism. 1 Stop that thief of slander and step 
him now. 

11 3. Ther e. must be adequate legal proileGtion against enonomic, 
industrial, social and political discrimination, but even .more im­
portant is that constant grace of brotherhood, that never failing 
genius of the Christian 1 s gospel which rises from the very heart of 
Israel in 'I am my br:ther 1 s keeper.' 

"4 • .And let the Ohristian majority support a reali stic pro­
gram of rehabilitation enabling refugee Jews Within the Four Freedoms 
to rebuild their live a in a. land fr om which they have been ari ven 
or other l ands of thier choice, and let this Christian maj~rity have 
~arti Jular support for the return to their Premised 1a·nd of all those 
who would return," 

Lashing out at anti-Semitism, ~r. Poling asserted that every . 
man is obligated to 11 know the facts, to have the truth, and with the 
tr·'-1th to ·reach conclusions and to ac ept responsibilities, 11 Oi ting 
falsehoods spread about the JewiGh people, Dr. Pnling urged Christians 
to keep themselves informed so as to be able to challenge any sueh 

~ stories. "How many times have you heard the statement, 'Our geo«. 

Christian boys must fight and die for these Jews. 1 That statement is 

( ore) 
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an unmitigated falaehood. In two wars now I have seen 'good' Jewiah 

boys fight and die with 'good' Ohristian boys. 

11 In the first World wVar, of the total Amerio.an mobilization, 

5. 7o/o were Jews, and that wa.s 1/3 more than their quota. Did you ever 

hear a. man on any fighting front make this miserable charge arainst 

Jews? Very likely the iad with him in the fox-hole was a Jew, or the 

nurse administering to him in the ward. Yes, the minority can survive 

the lie, but the majority cannot flourish and repeat it," 

RABBI GOLD DELIVERS KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

At the afternoon ses~ion of the Conference, Rabbi Wolf Gold, 

Chairman of the Convenir:g Committee, declared in his keynote address 

that "the only solution to the Jewish problem as well as to the problem 

of Judaism is in the establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth in the land 

of their fathers," 

Rabbi Gold, who was present in the House of Oommona when the 

British White Paper on Palestine was under consideration, recalled how 

he thrilled at the words of ~iinaton Churchill, then a member of the 

House, who rose to denounce the document which would close Palestine 

to all new Jewish immigration after March 31st. 

"I shall never forget the prffound impression his words made , 

upon me, 11 s2.id Rrbbi Gold. "I felt th ::t greP..t, genuine Pnd true friend 

of our people w~s ple~ding our cause most eloquently nnd most convinc­

ingly. Churchill str1ted in no uncertain terms thr.t 'I wa.a from the 

beginning a sincere ~dvocnte of the Bnlfour Decl~r~tion, ~nd I have 

m~de repeated public stetements to th~t effectJ '" 

(More) 
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Rabbi, ~ld also hailed the ·recent action of President Roose-., 

Velt ~· ll) creatinEf the War Refugee Board, and applauded the intreduc­

ti~n in the U,S. House of Representatives this past week of the 

Wright-C~mpton Resolution, which calls for the establishment of a 

Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. He expressed the conviction that 

undvr tho lcadorship of tho United States and Gr1 at Britain, the 

world would "recognize again our righteous claim to our historical 

homo. 11 

MESSAGE FROM GOV~OR DEvVEY IS _READ 

A message to tho Conference from Governor Thomas E. Dowey 

stated that 11 thoro must be recognition of the historic rights of the 

J ws in Palestine, 11 and that 11 it 1s osscntial that a way be found to 

open tho doors of Palestine. 11 

11 If those doors rl)main closed, 11 Governor Dewey's message said, 

"tho specter of hundreds of thousands of helple ss and wandering Jews 

will intensify tho difficulties of tho peace and will cast grave 

doubts upon its sincerity end soundness. 11 

SZOLD REPORTS ON PALESTINE VISIT 

R~bort Szold, former prosidunt of the Zionist Organization of 

America, who returned recently from a two months' visit to Palestine 

and Egypt, told tho dcl ,,gatcs to the Conference that "the whole 

Middle East is capable of development comparable to that experienced 

in tho American Southwost in the past two or thre e gcn ;rations, pro­

vided capable pooplv aro allowed to come in. Mod0rn methods can 

bring fructification to the whole region. Palestine Joi.vry can fur­

nish tho nexus botv1uon East and West, o.ntiquity and m~dernity." 

Mr. Szold reported that "out of a Jewish population of 

600,000, more than 80,000 ~ore engaged directly in tho war effort, 

in addition to 23,000 serving in tho armed forces, 800 in the air 
(More) 
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forces r.nd 8,000 ·in the regular and auxiliary police which a.re ,ind.er 

tho supervision of tho military command .. 11 

Ho dcclarod that Po.1oRtino has undLrgono an amazing t:rans­

formation since the 1ivo.r as c1. rcsuJ.t of its corrvorsion to al1--ou1:; war 

effort, an~ that its noDt~ibution to tho scon o of t10 war has boon 

sign1f icant, ad.c.1.J_ng ~hc..i"• chis ''.rcJia":"'.t ~.blc e.chio-,orDcnt was made pos-

81.blc by t.h:-. ~_,_r1· 1~, • • 1 d t • ti J:, tl E 
... 

___ :'lo .,,. 1ngenu 1 ,~y anc. e cr\n1.na ~ o!1 O.i , 10 u:i:' -Jpcan vows 

who h~vo inraigrQtcd to Palestine sinco tho Balfour Declar~tion of 

1917. II 

Mr. Szold asserted that 'iPalostine 1s unique emong all the 

countries of tho Middlo East in loy~lty to the Allied cause of the 

Jewish population, and in t~oir tr~in~g, skill, and in their dotor­

mination to win tho war. 11 ';Tho war, 11 he cor.tinuod, '!hc1s put a per­

manent quiotus to that pro-war British school of thought which held 

that tho Medi torranoan could not be dofondod, that it was a liabil­

ity ~nd had better bo abandoned. The opening of the Mediterranean 

and the Suez has put nn nltogothor new face on tho war; Palestine 

has plnyod its not insignificant role. 11 

--30--
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NATiuNAL COrJFEIDn CE OF ORTHODOX JEWRY 
FOR PALEST INE AND REiCUE 

Offices:- 41 East 42nd Street - Ne r, York 17, N. Y 
Telephone Murray Hill 2-6137-8 

·---·- - - ---
• 

FOR I~IATE RELEASE 

SIX HUNDBED ORTHODOX IWmIS ISSUE MANIFESTO CALLING 

FOR JEWISH COW1~01~·iEALTH IN PALESTINE 

HEAR VAN P.AASSEH URGE CREATION OF JEWISH STATE AT 

CLOSING SESSIJN OF CONFERENCE 

-----
New York - Six hundred orthodox Rabbis and 1200 delegates to the National Conferenoo 

of Orthodox Jewry for Palestine and Rescue last night issued a Manifesto at the 

closing session of the Conference, held at the Hotel Pennsylvania, calling upon 

11 the Free World, and in particular upon America and Great :Britain" to assist in the 

establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. The Manifesto urged the two 

governments to "erase the stain of the \fuite Paper frorn the shield of the United 

Nations and keep wide open the doors of Palestine to the tormented and uprooted 

Jews of Eu.rope." 

:By approving the declaration, the delegates placed the support of American 

o~thodox Jewry behind the drive tor the abrogation of the :British White Paper of 

1939 whion uill close the doors of Palestine to new Jewish immigration after Um-ch 

31st. 

Hailing President Roosevelt for creating the ;iar Refugee Board, the YlB.Ilifesto 

[.eclared that II the conscience of the Free \Jorld, conf1•on ted by othe:- crimes per­

petrated by the enemy in many lands and against many peoples has failed to apprehend 

·the enormity and uniqueness of his orime against the Jewish people, 11 and added 

that the "United Nations have so far failed to i.,mplement measures of rescue which, 

notwithstanding all the obstaclos, are still practicable and by which hundreds of 

(more) 
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thousands of innocent 11 ves could have been saved.'' 

Declaring that "the treatment meted out to the Jews has often been called 

the measuring rod of that country's civilization," Pierre van Pa.assen climaxed 

his 45-minute address with a challenge to democracy's leaders. "How do the United 

Nations propose to treat the Jews mo escape the holocaust of war?" demanded 

w~. van Pa.assen. 11How do they propose to solve the unsolved Jewish question today 

or when hostilities cease?" 

"The ideals of the problems of Israel have been hovering in the unattainable 

clouds of abstraction long enough, n continued van Paassen. 11 They must be brought 

dov;n to earth within the realm of metaphysical speculation~ The ideals of the 

Prophets mu.st be translated !nto concreie human relationships, into new national 

and international covenants, into freedom for India, freedom for China and freedom 

for Arabia,and into a Jewish state in Falestine. 11 

Herman Shulman, chairman of the Rescue Ooromission of the ,American Jewish 

Conference, revealed at yesterd.8¥ afternoon I s sessions that 11 immedie.tely up,on the 

creation of the Commission on Rescue of the Conference, it was felt we should urge 

our Government· to create a Refugee ~oard which would deal with· all refugee pro­

blems but uhich would give special attention to the problems confronting European 

Jewry. 11 

Mr. Shulman also revealed that lioense has been granted for the use of funds 

and personnel in occupied territories for both feeding and evacuation. 11Thi s 

followed months of negotiation, 11 he said, 11by Rabbi Stephen s. Wise and other re­

~resentatives of the .American Jewish Conference with the State and Treasury De­

partments and other government bureaus. st 

"Directives have already gone out to all of our ambassadors and to other 

State Department representatives asking them to make immediate reports concerning 

{more) 
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the situations in the various countries in which the7 are serving •• and directing 

them to do everything in their power to facilitate the work of rescue, both r,ith 

re speot to evacuation and feeding1
11 Mr. Shulman reportod. 

11 The Rescue Commission of the Conference has submitted to various Government 

officials specific proposals and is now engaged in formlating a comprehensive pro­

gram of action, 11 he said., 

J. David Delman, president of the National Council of Young Israel, chairman 

of the closing session, described Palestine as a haven of rescue for Jewish souls 

as well as bodies. 11 If we demand unlimited immigration into Palestine," said Mr. 

Dolman, if we demand the utter dostruction of the principles which governed the 

infamous White Paper, we have in mind not only the physical reconstruction of the 

land of Israel, but the rebirth of that one place on tho entire face of the earth 

where the true embodiment of the laws, the teachings, and the principles of the Torah 

is possible. 11 

The Conference passed a resolution expressing its gratitude to the sponsors 

of the Wrigh~Compton resolution introduced in Congress last week, ond whi9h calls 

upon the United States of America to use its good offices and take appropriate mea­

sures to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of Je~s, 

so that the Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a free and demo­

cr·atic Jewish Commonwealth .. "It is our tervent hope," rend the resolution, 11 that 

this resolution will receive the unanimous support of the Congress of the United 

The leaders of American Orthodox Jewry aligned themselves wholohenrtedly with 

the American Zionist Emergency Council and expressed their confidence 11 in the Tigorous 

political efforts conducted in the United States by the Zionist leadership, which has 

3cored numerous tri'Un4)hs in gaining better understanding of the major solution of the 

wurld Jewish problem. 11 Their statement reads: 11 The National Conference of Orthodox 

'ewry, having met under. the impact of Je\71 sh ,ragedy in Nnaified European lands, which 

ca·tls for immediate acts of rescue and human mercy, •.. records» herewith, its 

(more) 
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unequivocal alignment with tho American Zionist Emergency Council and extends its 

wholehearted approval of their lead in the fight against the \Jhi te Paper ond for 

tho eventunl giving to Po.lestine the status of a Jewish Commonweol th, 11 

The Conferenoe al.so extended its II simultaneous support for the American 

Jewish Conference, the most representative body of the !merican Jewish Community, 

which baa spoken with clo.rity o.nd almost unanimous approval on the rescue of the 

Jewish pooplo of Europe, o~ their pos~wa.r reconstruction, and on the implementatir.a 

of Jewish rights to Palestine." 

The Orthodox Jewish leaders were vehement in their 11 repudiaticn" of the 

.American Council for Judaism, cbnrging thnt they are "but the bewilderod and dis­

oriented fringe divorced from their people's past and inspired, not by the agony 

and hope of their people. Ue are confident that our follow-citzens of all faiths, 

whose sympathy end good-will for the restoration of the Jewish Commonwealth in 

Palestine have been amply demonstrated, will not be misled by the blatant claims 

of those who are alien to the historic fo.ith o.nd spirit of Judn.ism, 11 
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PRESS RE~iSE FROM 

NA.TIONAL CONFERENCE OF ORTHODOX IEWRY 
FOR PALESTINE AND BE SCUE 

Offices: 41 East 42nd Street - New York 17, N. Y. 
!.hrray Hill 2-6137-8 

FOR IMMEDIA1!E llitEASE 

PIERRE VAN PilSSEN CHARGES LEADERS OF AMERICAN JEWISH 

COMMITTEE ARE 11 DOlNG HITLER'S WORK" 

-.. - - - ... - .. 

New York - Speaking before 1200 delegates to the National Conference of Orthodox 

Jewry for Palestine and Rescue, Pierre Van Paassen, noted author and authority on 

Palestine, charged Judge Joseph H. Prosk:auer and the leaders of the American Jewish 

Committee with arousing 11 a. storm of anti-Jewish sentiment in this country. 11 His 

address was delivered at the closing session of tho Conference at the Hotel Pennsyl­

vania on January 31st. 

"They are denouncing Zionists, as Naumann, the Jew, once denounced Jews to 

Hitler in Germany," l!Ir. Van Paa.seen said. 11 They a.re doing Hitler's work. They are 

saying, in effect, that after all, there are some bad Jews, and therefore perhaps 

anti-Semitism is justified." 

f/hile declaring that they~ not be aware of the terrible consequences of 

their program, Mr. Van iaassen asserted that "these prominent substantial Jews fot 

whom Mr. Proskauer says he speaks, and whom he says he represents, are a.s mu.ch 

fomenters of anti-Jewish sentiment as Coughlin or Pa.triclc Scanlan in l3rooklyn1 at­

the Mobilizers. 11 

Mr. Van Pa.assen warned the delegates that the American Jewish Comn1ttee eat 

not be taken too lightly, for al though they are small numerically, they are s~ 

financially and politically and Nthey have the ear of public opinion to a for 0'98'8r 

extent than we. 11 For this reo.s.on1 he explained, the "unsuspecting nnd non too 1.­

quisitive non-Jew, by all the pronouncements and declarations and etntements tact 
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are being made in the public press, may well get the impression that the entire auth­

ority of the Torah and the Prophets is vested in the American Jewish Committee and 

N~. Pro skauer • u 

Judge Proskauer seeks to imply that all Zionists who insist on maintaining 

natural historical and cultural distinctions of a people are guilty of 11 disloyal ty to 

America, are su.bversive creatures, and an unassimilable element," said Mr. Van Pa.assen. 

"These words are being accompanied by declarations of 100 percent Americanism. lru.t 

it is neither .Amciricanisrn nor religion which explains this man. The avernge non-Jow 

who pays the sligl1test a ttontion to these matters, to these o.rdent and out-of-sen.son 

professions of patriotism, at onco feels uneasy about it. He sees psycophancy, nn 

obsequiouqness, a crawling. His suspicions are aroused, or he is filled with a senso 

of spirttual nausea, as bappons to be the · m.~tter in my cnse. 

11 Al.l this speaking about pctriotism, this self-righteous pounding of n desk, 

these floods of unction and sonority to which oo arc treated periodically by the 

American Jewish Committoo nnd its bcby incubus, the .American Council for Judaism, 

derive from a mixture of s0lf-glorifico.tion Dnd self-effacement, self-hatred and fear. 

Thoir very conduct brings suspicion, confusion, uneasiness raid o.nti-Scmi ti sm," added 

Hr. Van Pnassen. 

Ho charged furthor that tho American Jowish Committco has become xoore voci­

ferous of lato because it seos in tho work of tho Palestine conununity a bidding to 

the world to support the en.use of a Jov:ish State. 11 When they snw tho Yishuv rise up 

as one man and step forward to the side of Gren.t :Sri tain in the hour of the Empire f s 

groatest peril, showing unmistokably to all the world that Israel bas regained full 

nationhood, that he is ago.in standing with his own feet on his own soil ruid is no 

longer n pale ghost in the corridors of history, a beggo.r o.t the door of this or thot 

gru~t Po'1Z.er, but that he is again Israel - working, building, bleeding1 fighting, 

dying, in hiw own noma and. £or his own snko and hiR o· . ...n lc..nd - when they saw that, 

then the hearts and bones of these men turned to water. They become afraid. 

(more) 
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"In the face of this Palestinien display of spiritual nnd cultural stretlgth, 

and with the precious aid rendered to Grant Britain and to the cause of the United 

Nations, which unquestionably saved thousnnds upon thousands of American lives• by 

the presence in 11orth Africa of Jewish uni ts ,1hich go on saving thousands of American 

lives, by the pre~ence of sixty PnleDtiniun fighting units in Italy, with all that, 

the .Arnericnn Jewish Comrai t tee is still willing to say to the Gentiles, 1We have 

nothing to do vd th that kind of people 1 • • n 

''What kind of Americanism, what kind of patriotism is that?" demanded Mr. 

Van Paussen. nTheir acts tmd their words spring from fear, not from nny patriotio 

or religionist sentiments. Fear along accounts for their attempts to disascociate 

themselves from other Jews •.• They cla.IJX>r for the security of their own position -

not their religious position, for they havenlt got any - nor are they patriotic, 

because their patriotism is merely a frantic attachment to one certain method of 

production, which happens to have gained them weal th. 

"Row sick mu.st have becom the spirit of Israel in the Golus, ·when you have 

men who are willing to betray and and hand over their own kith and kin. If I were a 

Jew, I would n.Ehamed to be of the same flesh as they. 0 

Yu-. Vm1 Po.a:.,sen paid high tribute to the accomplishments of the Jewish fight­

ing units in North Ju'rica, assertin~ that when the fate of Britain hung in the balane0 

when the Arab world stood ready to stab !ritain in the back, it wns the Jews of Pal­

estine who oame to her rescue. "Without the industries and agriculture of Palestine, 

without Jewish Palestine, in that grave hour for the British Empire, Britain would 

have gone down to defeat. Rommel would have broken through. 11 

He laudod the accomplishments of Palestinian colonizers 11 who came there not 

to trample on anyone" end "refused to play the game of blood and guile at the expen~e 

of the .Arab peoples. The Jews have taken nothing from the Arabs, nothing but their 

poverty and their di sea.sea, tr he said. 

Declaring that United Nations' leaders are not waiting for the wa.r to end 

( IlX>re) 
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but are shaping the post-war world at this time, Mr. Van Paassen urged American 

Jews to fight for a Jewish Commonweal th now. Al though some progress has been made 

in that direction, he said, 11 Jews should not feel smug and self-satisfied and think 

the battle has been won, bec~use the struggle lies ahead. The do.ys that stand be­

fore us arc not dnys of quietude and peace, but they arc going to be days of hard, 

inccsso.nt battle, of struggle. The water may come up to our very lips." 

-30--

.. 



PRESS RELEASE FROM 
NAT ION,_U, CONFERENCE OF ORTHODOX JEWRY 

FOR PALESTINE AND RE SOUE 
Offices: 4l East 42nd Street• New York 17, N. Y. 

?rhrry Hill 2-6137-8 

roR IMMEDIATE BEIEASE 

ORTHODOX CONl!"ERENCE URGES WAR BEFUGEE :SOARD TO 

SET UP AGEN"C;oilS IN NEUTRAL COUNTRIES 

........ - ...... 
APPEALS FOR SPECIAL RELIEF i,;EASURES 

....... - .. .., 

New York - Hailing the creation by President Roosevelt of the War Refugee Board, 

the Commission on Rescue of the National Conference of Orthodox Jewry for Palestine 

and Rescue, meeting here on January 31st• recoID1nended the establishment of official 

refugee agencies in neutral countries to provide effoctive cooperation with the 

:Board. 

The Commission cited the now t9€ency as "a ~ecognition on the part of the 

great democracy of tho Unitod States of her moral and humanitarian obligations to 

play a leading part in the immediate program of rescuing innooont victims of per­

&ecution. 11 

In its official statomont, the Comilission commended the Jews to the coo,. 

side~ation and reliof measu.res of the noutral countries, the UNBRA.0 and the govern­

ments-in-exile~ declaring that the UGodless enemy has destroyed every trace of 

religious life in the land she has occupiedo Some 59000 Jewish commu.nities and 

their institutions have been wiped out. Their rabbis and leaders have been nurdered, 

inprisoned, or deported. More than l5p000 synagogues o.nd houses of pr~er have been 

dellX)lishedo Hundreds of religious schools, Yeshivas and seminaries have been de­

stroyed. 

"The speedy rebuilding of these institutions is a vital necesaity for the 

(more) 



desperate and tormented Jewish people. The help of the UNRRA. in this field will 

be of very great importance for the restoration of Jewish life, and will undoubtedly 

be approved by all men of good will in every land. 11 

The statement also appealed to the United Nations to broadcast official 

warnings of retribution against the .Axis and their satellites in regard to 11 the 

crimes they are committing against defenseless Jews" and called upon 11 all men of 

good-will to extend all possible aid to the persecuted Jews. 11 

The Commission urged the War Refugee :Soard 11 to sond Ol' to make possiblo 

the transportation of food and medicines for the survivors of the ghettos, con­

centration camps and labor depots where the Jews are tacod with the danger of 

perishing from starvation and epidemics by reason of the special cr\lel discrimina,. 

tions exercised in those plo.ces against the Je,vs." 

Chairman of the Seminar on Rescue was Moses He Hoenig of New York City and 

Mr. Samuel L. Sar, Dean of Men~ Yeshiva College acted as Vice-Chairman. Rabbi Max 

J. Wohlgelernter of Detroit served as Secretary. 
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I RABBI WOLF GOLD'S KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

We are very happy indeed to greet the delegates, great rabbis, and impor­

tant leaders of local communit~es, as ~embled here as representatives of hundreds 

of thousands of Je~s all over the United States, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 

ho came to this great relieious conference for Palestine and Rescue. 

Our purpose for calling this conference is a double one. First to endeavor 

to rescue the remnant of Israel, thFeatened by the dark forces of Nazi Germany with 

complete annihilation. Secondly, to brine to the attention of our o~m government, 

as ,/!Tell as to the governments of the Unit ed Nations, that the only solution to the 

Jewish problem as well as to the problem of Judaism, i~ the est ablishment of a Jewish 

Commonwealth in the land of our fathers. 

We are very fortunate, indeed, that on the eve of the openin.g of our con­

f er ence, two great historical events took place. First; our great humanitarian 

Pr esident of the Unit8d Statas, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, announc ed t he appointment 

by him of a committ e consisting of the most important members of his Cabinet, 

namely, Secretary of State Cordell Hull, Secretary of War Henry Stimson, and 

Secretary of the Treasury Henry Liorgenthau for the p.ir pose of rL-scuing the Jewish 

people from co1jplet ext~rmination. The second event thRt took plac e only a few 

days ago, was a resolution brought before the Congress of the Unit ed StRt Gs by very 

ir.iportant Members of the House asking Congress to reaffirm the ,joint r esolution that 

was adopted unanimously by both Houses in the days of President Harding,to which the 

President of the UnitGd Stat~s put his signatur0, and to ask the British Government 

to abrogate the vVhite Paper, threatening to clos8 the doors of Palestine to Je ish 

ir:w1igration and to help in the establishrlent of the Je, ish Com 10n , ealth in Palestin!S 

as it i,ras originally intended by the Balfour Declaration. 

It is no our privilege nnd opportunity to expr8ss our vi e, on this most 

iriportant r esolution that c hope ill bf:.. agrdn adopt ·,d unanimously by the Congress 

and signed by our grGat beloved President Franklin Delano Roosevc?lt. 

The right of J~wry to Pal8stino does not date fror.i Nov0nb1Jr 2nd,1917, on 

1hich day was first published the Balfour Declaration. This iC'lportant declaration 
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• was not the cause of Je~ish clnim for the rights to PalGstinG, but th~ consequence of 

a previous rieht, and ancient onG, 'IVhich has been in 0xist0nce and pres-rved fron 

g~neration to genGration. The age of this rit:ht is the history of J rry its8lf. 

Its sourc is th Bible, Israel's Book of Books, which is sanctified and rcvGred by . 
the entiro world . 

Isra-1 is an old p13ople. It has riade unperishable and indisp8nsibl con­

trihution to nankind . It is di ~ficult to iria _ine hunan society rithout the t8ripering 

and nobling and inspiring influence of the Bible and the Divine words of the Prophets. 

Pn!'ticulnrly is this tru of a society such as of the United States, n D~oocracy foun­

ded on the very principles and precepts of the Holy Book. The psalns of David, to 

this day, for□ an essGntial and inspiring part of the service in practically all 

hous1.:s of worship . The grent religions by which ricn live have nurst)d of the breast of 

their □other fnith, the r ligion of Isra8l, 

Can a religious society, regardless of d no::iination, p ~rnit this historic, 

eternal psoplc to p;;rish, Such 'ln act ·mould b~ d finitBlJr Un odly , Hnd would do 

violence to any r~ligious t;ranition. 

Those who bt;li8V.J in the i ''H'."!Utc bili t,Y and 0terni ty of the ·,ord of God, rill 

r1::r1~r1ber the proriise nade by Hiri throufh lfialachai 11 For I, thL. Lord, chang1:.. not, and 

ye, 0 sons of Jacob, Rr~ not consu~~d." 

All right thinking An0ricans will agr e, thf't a nation CP.n l ead nor!"'.lal 

xistence only in its ho ieland, ~h8rL. it can "Ol'k and create, and .ake its contribu­

tion to the far·ily of nations, unint~rruptcd and unhincter~d by ext0rnal influences. 

This is particular].? true of the J c1• 1ish people, ,~_.hich has al ,rays ~uided its elf by th~ 

light of the Holy Torah, and conceiv~d of tand, nation, nnd faith as an indivisible 

1.;ntity. 

ThG E11.rl of Bt1lfour, a thor of th\; Balfour Declaration, in his introduction 

to Sokolon,t s History of Zionis .. 1 , sho l's d l:p und0rstandin :-, of this point. That 

e1•1inent states ;an, scholar and philosophGr, i-T.r at studt:mt of Holy Script, ,vrites a1!long 

others, the follo~inga 

• 
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"The position of the Je,., is unique. For theT!l, race, religion. and country ~ 

r e interrelat~d, ae they are interrelated in the case of no other race, no other 

religion, and no other country on earth. In no oth0r case are the believers in on~ 

of the greatest relir,ions of the norld to be found spca.kinr, broadly, only aoong the 

r:;er•!~ers of a • single , srmll people. In the case of no other religion is its past 

dev t:: lopl"\e;nt so intir,c:1tely bound up vd.th the long political history of a petty te~• 

ri tory, wedged in bett~e'-m states norc powerful than it could ever be. In the case 

so utterly dependent for their r1eaning on the convictlon that only frof!l this one lar· 

only through this one history, only by this one people, is its full religious know­

ledge to spread to all the vrorld. 

"By a stran{.:e and cost unhappy fate, it is this people of all others, whicb 

retained to the full its racial self-conscieusness, has been severed fron its home, 

has ~andered into all lands, and haa nowheres been able to create for itself an orga­

nized social co~~1onwualth. Only Zionisn can prove so□e ni tigation of this great 

tragedy." 

My dear fGllow delegates. To our profound regrets, deep sha□e and disgrace, 
I 

we find to-day, a'1ong our l)wn Je,~ish people, a group ~ho wear the R8 bbin':i.cal cloth, 

in dis~;tiise, who proclai:1 ther:iselves as a council for Judt-1.isn, ,"ho dare to disclaim 

the Jewish right to nationhoocl, and its clait11 for the restoration of the Jet1rish 

OoEnonwealth in the land of our Fathers. 

So rCLe ne1:1bers of C0n17-ress are alas under the ir.1pression that those renegades, 

~ho sev~red their connections lons ago with Je~ish tradition and religious practices, 
I 

they who desec~ate the Sabbath, the nest precious boon granted by God to the people 

of Israel, they ~ho violate the Jewish Di8tery Laws, and all other custons in Israel 

no~ cone to deny shanelessly one of the thirteen principles of the Jewish religion, 

are repr0sentinR the Jei:rish people. 

It . is the duty of this t;reat asse~bly of religious men and women, represen 

ting hundr~d of thousands of organized religious J e1•rs in the United States, to brir:. 
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to the nttention of our governnent that those individuals represent nobody but then­

s elv t: s and a s:1all .,roup of assinilat d Je'I.' s vrho are ashaned of their people , hist ry 

and culture, they who would like to see the Je~ish national existenc ~ oblit~r nt 0d 

and pass ~i into oblivion. 

ThG J13,ish , asRes, hoi ever, have al;.,.ays g.arded and r eenf orce<l thi::!ir historic 

conn2ctions with the H•Jly Land. If ·e ~ere forced to l8ave the land itself, the ide8 

.)f our r eturn to it, as its ri :7htful owners, 'as ever present in our ninds. ,V'hen thu 

J~"r prays, he turns his face Ea eot11 Rrn. , t o the lnnd of his f ath1:;rs . V'nen he is 

br.:)u(·ht t o his et~rnul r t; st, a few 1:rains of Pal~stiniRn S.)il ar e plac ed in his r., re.ve . 

In all his pr, y ers he r C;r-;t; ,bers the Land of Israel, alt .. ays ninclful of the oath taken 

by the first exilL:SI "If I for !,et thee, o Jerusal en, let ny ripht hand f or gL-t its 

cunning ,. Let >:1y • tonr ue cleavG to the roof of ny ri::1uth. if I re~er:iber th1;;e not . If 

I s 1::.·t nJt J erumilGr. ab:ive i.y chiefest .joys". This inReperr.ble c onnecticm b~t? een 

th0 lAnd of Israel ano the people of Isrn~l ,~nfl universally accepted. The pr c:anbl G 

of the Palestine Marniat0, ,..,ith 1,rhich GreA.t Britain mas entrust eri , after quo t ing the 

BPlf0ur Declaration, continues , "Rec r,nition is her eby given to the historical 

connection of the J e~ish people ~ith PAlestine and to th~ grounrts for r econstituting 

their national horie in that country. tt 

The Balf::mr 0eclarati0n, therefore, !1Gant t ·) the oajority 0f th J~~ish 

pe ple, excludinl~ th0 f e .. r assi~1ilatL·mists, a sicn of heaven, that God t ook pity 

up·)n ACatt red Israel and r ear,akGned the C')nsciensness of the bettor !"'1t:::nbers of the 

hunan rnc13, an they Rre f= ndcavorinf:. to correct en ancient wron , anrl. are tryin to 

restore th~ p~ople of Israel to the Lanct of israel. 

N > t·,on-1.er, our <lissappointr- ent . as ver:/ kc:Gn ~h1:.:n the White Paper , that air.!ls 

t ;') crystalize the J efl•ish Uati,)nal Hor18land in Pnl ~stine and shut its gat t= s in the 

face of the Jewish pe·)ple , just et the tir:e 1'1hi::n th y are passing throuhh the r.reat­

est tra1 ·eo.y in their hist ry, ~·hE::n they ar~ r"ORt in n1::ed of a haven of r ~fu p.; e, was 

an.opted by the British Parlial"'lent. 

On J;ay 23rd, 1939, a debate on the ,. ite Paper took plac .... in the House of 

Co--:~.1ons in London. I was :pri vile ,ed t ,) b~ present as a guest of an M. P. on the 
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balcony of the House of Oorn1ons, while the Right Honorable Winston Churchill spoke. 

I shall ndv~r f ~r get the profound inpression his ,7or<l s nada on me . I f 8lt that the 

great i:~enuine, true friend 0f our su/fering people was pleading ()Ur cause no st 

el:) quently anrl. nost convincingly . 

I sha~l alr1a;-i7 s re~euber the wort.ls with 1~1hich he be0an his argur. ent a 

"I f e0l bound t) vote aGninst the proposal of His 1\iajesty' s G0vernc:rnti.t, 

as 'Jn8 intL1at0lr anri rC?sponsibly c,Jncerned in thG early stagi.: s ,>f .Jur Palestine 

PJlicy, I cannot stanrl. by and s ee solenn eni~a1~1;;r.1ents into which Britain has entered 

bef 8re the world, s et aside for r asons of ad11inistrative conv1::;niences or for the 

sake of a quiet life. I should f12 Gl persono.lly r:-:?r:barrnssed, in the r:iost acute nan­

ner, if I l 0nt l"lyse lf, by silence, or inaction, to mhat , I r:iust re1.•ard as an act of 

' . t. repu: ia i on, I was , frry11 the bt-:ginninr; a sincere advocate ')f the Br-ilf.)ur Declaration 

and I have nadE;? repeated public statt;n8nts to that effect. Harnl:,· Rny st ep 11:as taken 

with greater deliberati .. ;n and r13sponsiiJili ty. The Wnr Cabine t with r,pacial pain 

and care , expl.)r ect the ent ir~ situation. Not only '1id the War Cabinet of those 

days take that d2cision, but all Cc1.binets J f -;Very po.rty aft 8r the 1'/ar, after examin­

ing it in the varyin1; circuustances which have arisen, rad endors ect th12 d_;cision and 

t .:x>k the full13st respons;i.bility f or :i,t . 

"It was also ~nd:Jrsc:d in th0 r1,.) st C,)rdial and enthusiastic t ar ns by nany 

of the ablest British diplonats. It vas endorsed , fron the v,._ry bevinnin.£: , by riy 

Rirht Honorabl0 friend, the Prine Iviinistt:::r, ;rt;ferring t o the l a te Prine Liinister, 

Mr. Churchill, thun r~ade apol 0 •~i 1; s f 0r ;;oin ·, ba.ck as f~r as twenty years ago, 

ano cJntinueda 

"We are deal:inr· 11•i th a matt er 1"hich affects the history 0f two or three 

th')usands years. There.fr) r G ther e is no r onson 1·•h:r the c 1)ntinui ty of opinion should 

n.)t be:: display~d . 11 

He than r cPlinded his pr ,-:d.::;c.assor, thG late Cha:r;berlain, Jf what he -::rote 

on the 13th of Octobur, 1918 1 
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"The sy~pathy of the British G~vernnent ~ith Zionist aspirations does not 

aate fro >: yesterday . My father was anxious t ·J find a territory, , ithin the liriits 

)f thi:! British Consti tu.ti0n. To-dn;r the opportuni tJ' has cone . I have no hesitation 

in ~ayinr thrit r1er.e r:y father aliv to-llay, he would be anon:~ the first to welcor.1e 

the r esp:n;sibility of priv;.ite ne 11bers with that exercisert by Ministers of the Crown, 

')r bJ thG heart ) f th2 Governnent, nevertheless, I think, 1~ hen all is said anct done, 

t ~13t Zi -:miste hnva a ri ,~ht to lo,)k to the Prine Minister, to stand by therJ in the 

c~n:r1 s of lds p:lwGr. They have a s ;)ecial right to look to hirJ, because he was not 

only 1•iven tlle fact to his Oti."n deep conviction, but ,.,.as carrying for, ard the large 

C.)ncept •)f his father, 11'hose nerury he reveres and ,·,hose r1.:nor n he revived. I ras 

n,:)t a Der:bcr of thG War Cnbinet, in the days ,rhen this pledr,e was 1;iven. I was servi; 

under it as a hiE:h functionary. That was the position ·:> f Secretary of State for thG 

Colonies. I founc:. ;-1yself in entire ar~rec□ent ,, ith thos G sLnti 2:1ents so well expresse,1 

by the Prime l-11inister and his friends rhen they were scmdir.L{; in their memorial. 

"The fact that they are leading r.1inisters to-day, should, I think, have 

gained for the pruble~ of Palestine, a nore considerate and nore sympathetic treat­

rient than it has r eceived." 

My fellv1" del0gatGs. I qu0te the 1uords of li1r. Churchill in order to prove 

thnt in his or,rn ::>pinion~ a st.:i t 8r1Gnt nacte by a Pri !'!lu Ltnister cturing a poriod whe.n 

he 1~1as not y8t in the capacity of head of the State, cannot be ignored by him when 

he rec1ches that h(!i,,ht and po· ·or. I shall never forr-et h0 :ir ·,.r.. Churchill roarecl like 

a lion, and cried out a 

"I r egret, very nuch, th~t the pled e of the Balfour Declaration, endorsed 

as it has bu_-,n, by successive governr:ients, and the condition under which we have 

Jbtained the i-;iandate, have both been violated by the GovernI!lents ·pDoposal of the 

White Paper . We nust ask oursGlves, can we strengthen ourselves by this repudiation? 

Can ne reli V8 ourselves by this r epurl.iation~ What will the 1uorld think about it? 

·.\That ··ill be the opini:m of the Unitrid States of Ar1erica? Shall ~e not lose r.10re, 

This is a quc:=ition to be c nsi(1er1:..d naturcly in the gr,Jwing support and synpathy 

'.)f the Uni t0d Stat ca.?" 
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Y:)u notice, ny dear friends, that Mr. Churchill, in th)se days, felt 

p)i1itive that the United Statia s ,)f Anerica, will never give its consent to such 

c1 ..,L.1.neful act and tne black White Paper ~ouln cr~ate f E:elin~s of distrust in th E­

h.::nrts an(i ninds of the people and governr1Emt . J f the United States, t? the people 

anc1 6 v rnr.1Gnt of Great Britain. 

If hr. CimrchiD., in those days, spoke of the vast unhappy Mass of scattered, 

p ~r :::Jcuted an(t •··arn:ering J ews, what t err1s could. he use now in r ef er ence t o a people 

~1. 11~ht1..:rGd like sheep, rrhen the entire Jewish people of Europe are thr8at ened with 

c ), ,pl~ e Hnnihila tion, r1hcn nill i ons of Jews have been nurdered, thousanns upon thou­

s an,1s r riven by force t o [.:'as char.1b0rs to mee t a niserable dea th, when thousands 

upon thousan<l s are f ore e ~ t .) di g their own graves t o be buried alive, when ~ e,.vish 

houRes of ~orship are burned, len great instituti0ns of learning are ctestroyed, 

ann. J e1• ish scholars rl ri vun like wilct beasts through the prairies anrl narshlands of 

Polan<l. If Mr. Churchill, in thos e days, r eproachecl his predecessor for not 

stnn<ling by the unfortunata suffering Je~vs, and does not nake good his pro~ise to 

then, solennly !"lade by hirr: during the days before h~ r e11ched the position of PriT!le 

Minist ljr, he , as a nan of honor, ann pure charRcter , certainly couln not stand his 

s elf-reproach nnct would n,)t f or get thos~ arr unents he off er ed in the House of 

CJn.1ons in the year 1939. 

It is ther 0f •Jr e , '!Ti thin the ri e_.:;hts of our Government to anopt the newly 

pr,:>posed r esolution rcRffiri ·ing tl 13 resolution adopted unani1"!lously by both Houees 

in the days of President HRr<~ing , and r.1ake clear t o the British Governnent that 

Anerica adher es n ·>i,', as it cl i rl. in previous days, to the Bal.tour Declaration, con-

sir' ers t he White Pap er an illegal docuMent and n.enanri s the establisheent of the Jewish 

CJ 1:1:omreal th in Palestine. 

!viy f ello~ deler,ates. There is no <ioubt in □y nind, that it as the original 

i ntention ,Jf the British Governnent, .urin ') the time of the issuance of the BAlfour 

DC?claration, to establish a Je~ i eh Cormonwealth in Palestine. This was clearly 

JX,1r 1:; s ~;ed by Mr. Llo?d George , Prine Uinister of Greflt Britain during the First 

1
• orld War, as he is quoted by th8 Roy7il Cormissiont 
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11 It was conte□platad that r:rhen the tir:-1e arrivud for accorr.ing rcprosenta-

ti ve institutions in Palestine, if the Jews have nea.n~hile resp,1ncted t o the opportuni­

ty afforned th8n by the id8a of a National Hor::e, an<l have becone a definite r.o.jori ty 

~fit::; inhflbitants, th8n Palestine would thus bccone a J8~•rish Oori::iorr·ealth. 11 

This stntenent is in full aereer:ient with the state~~ tJnt ri.ade by Presid. iant 

W0-)dro~, Wilson, who said to an Arierican Zionist deldvationa 

"I ar1 :,crsurnied that the Allied Nations, with the fullest C1)ncurrenc G of 

Jur own ~ovsrnr1ent and people, arc agreed that in PRlestine shall be laid the 

f ,Jundation of a ~ e,nsh Oonnonnreal th. 11 

1-)rd Harlech, while ack 1ressing the Perr1an,3nt i11andates C,Y::::issi)n, of the 

League of Nations, as a credited British representativG in 1937, stat ed thats 

11The est ;;i,bl i sJ11:~ t:: nt :f nn inc10r)2nc1ent s ,:>v 0r8i1:n Jewish Sta. te c ertainly 1··ns 

the concepti:Jn in Lord Balfour 1 s r~.incl ." 

It was on this basis that the .j:Jint resolution, cmdorsinit, the Balfour 

De;claration, rrns unaniriously adopted by both Houc;1."0S of Corwr,:; ss during President 

Harding 1 s adninistrati:)n. This resoluti on r as r eaffirned since then by evf= ry 

President of the United Stc.:.tes, including our pres0nt ChiGf Ex.ecutive, President 

Frankl~n Delano Roosevelt. 

Fello~i\'1 cielegat cs. An opportunity ,~~ich is rare is n:)W before us to bring 

~ur riphteous claim to the attention qf our rl eMocratic uovernsent thAt there is 

no other solution to the J~wish probleJJ outside of the establishr.ient of a Jc,• ish 

Cor.; ··,onwealth, for even if the ,t'ar will cor.;e soon to a victorious ond, as we hope it 

~iil. and some of our Jewish brethern 1tTil l be re_pc1triated. :Ln the lE1nds fror1 where 

they were driven, no one can p;ive assurance that disc:ri. ninati•?n aGainst the Jews 

'!}rill not reoccur . We know from sad 8xperience that nany of the n~tl,)ns ho.ve r~rant8d 

t.r.. c~ir .rewlsh -it"h~l-icant s full citizenship and equal rights and r.iinority rights, the 

sarie as were f1ranted to other rhin')ri ti es in th:J"se lands, and it v,,as reaffirr1ed by 

the League er Nati,Jns, nevt::rtheless, it did not last very long and soon after we 

learned of: many disqri i:, il'lfi.tions ngainst J ws and even r.inssacres and ~urder in cold 
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, cl) )C ag::1inst our breth~rn. Not only were the Je~rish people attack d, but a vi•)lc..nt 

ri ssrul t 11':-:\S also r.1ade on the J ,~wish relLtion, an<l the J er-rish T'lE'thod of slaughtering 

cat cle an~ f·wl, ~o.s declaren inhunan, r-hile the sane governnents paid no attention 

to ,the inln111an acts ngRinst the Jewish citizeno of their c ,)untries. They endeavorect, 

by ruc h fc lsc accusatiJns P;:ainst the L11w of God to take a,, r,y th~ r.iorsel of food 

fr ">-: the : .outl s of the p.)or J ewish nasscs by prohibiting Shechi tah. It also becarie 

1 ·: 1 ,r-;:- i.ble f ,)r the Jc vs of th.)se c0untries to keep their Sabbath as connanded by the 

"' • f' I 1 • • ,. .J... arac , becnuse t h0y~·er e forced, unjustly, to keep anJther day of r est 

l !'l .. ··ccrib~c b:r the re:;lit~i .Jn )f tht:: G0 vernnent. The life of the JeT" as a ninority in 

th)se c0u:1tries beca r.1G unbeurable, ancl ·when the Jev, raised his voice and cried to 

the free denocracies for heli~, the ans,rer cane , 11 1.Ye cannot interfere with the intern~ 

affnirs of other governr10nts. 11 Ev~m when Nazi Ger□any beE;an to slaught er the J e s 

of that country, no one dared to interfere. It was also considered an internal 

affair of a forei ,n pol'rer. No one is in a positiJn to give f(Unrantee to s cure 

Jewish life and property tJ tne Je1.1s in exile. 

Thcrefor0, ther8 is n:) otherroluti·)n outside of the r ealization of the 

Jevrish C-)□r.on'lil.3A.lth. It isnct, h0'.1·ev~r, on hunanitarian grounds alone, nor on the 

Balfour Doclarnti,Jn alone, that our clai:·~ fur a Je,,·tsh Cor.1 110m~ealth riust bo based. 

The DeclA.ration of God is our real founJ:,tLm. VIG nuf't nake our ap~enl to the 

people ann Governnent of the United States, on th gr ound s of the sacred pronist 

r ade by God to Israel thr')ur1h his Prophets, that is sacred to the people and r,overn­

r.ient of the Unit ect Sta es. 

J\n rica, the land 0f the fr e, 1'!'hJse Pilgr.i n fathers escaped from reli0ious 

persecution, and cane to these sh ,:)res i•ri th the H-)ly Bible in their hands, chanting 

• he Psal□ s of Judah' a Kj_ng David, th-3 Anerican Governr.ent, ,,hose Constitution and 

:U:.11 of Rights, was written in the spirit of the Prophets of Israel, America, that 

rc,nd the Liberty Bell, that i.s still standing as the nost sacred of relics of 

Ar.l..rican history, in the Hall of Independence in thecity of Brotherly Love, bearing 

t':j inscription of a sentence from Leviticus, in Israel,' s Holy Bible a "And ye· shal 1 
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' , proclain liberty throu~hout the land, to all the inhabitants thereof. 11 Anerica., 

ann i tr; governnent, we expect mill jointly, ~tl th Great Britain , uncter the leadership 

of the rl.ghtGous and just, honorable gentleMG1-n, Prir1e Llinister Ch·lrchill, recor;nize 

again, our right8ous clbin to our historical honelan<l, Britain ~111 abro~ato the 

'1Vhite Paper, and renove the blot fror: its history, and together, onoe and f )r all, 

they ~~ll cone to tl'7\e conclusion that tho Jertrish problen r1ust be finHlly and ctefinite:V 

s )lved, not patched up, but radically solved , that ;I:srael Rhall no nore fall Ais a 

prey t i) its enenies, and the nation to ,,,hon God granted eternal life, and nac"t e His 

messenger, to sprenct His like all over the world, shall again be restored to nation­

hood upon its ancient sacred soil, and out of Zion shall cone Torah and the word 

of God fr ,?:-1 J erusaleq. 

Fellow delersat~s, it is our real purpose to cor.1ply w:i,th the inrorrl.s of the 

Prophet Isaiah . 11 For the sHke Zion ii.rill ~ not be silent and for the sak e of J eru­

saleri will I not be quiet, untii its rirhteousncoo b o forth ~s the ori.r-htnli:!~1, ni' li.ett 

and the sal vati0n as a burnirv.:: torch. 11 




