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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. hba Hillel Silver 
he :remple 

Clevelend, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

January 6, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

I have just received from Professor Friedrich a copy 
of his •i.emorandum as revised by him, and have sent it on to 
Lourie to have copies Ulade. I umst say that it makes a much 
better i1n.pression than the earlier draf c. He has not changed 
his fundamental approach to the subject or altered h i.s essential 
position but he has made so many revisions and accepted so many 
of rey suggestions throughout that there can be, at least, no ques­
tion either of his good faith ortt.s essentially favorable atti.­
tude. While it is not a Zionist merrorandur1, it is definitely and 
strongly a pro-Zionist mennrandum. It ·s my own opinion that in 
i. ts present form it can be made very useful and should be ex­
ploited to the utmost. It should not come from us but from some 
academic or scientific source as an objective treatrnent of the 
subject. It ought to have considerable weight with thoughtful and 
liberal-minded people everywhere. 

I think the Conclusion in particular is ouite good, though 
I would like to see it strengthened further. As it is, he did take 
whole sentences from the ;iraft Conclusion which I had submitted to 
him. The fact that here and there he either disagrees or crittcizes 
the Zionist position does not to my mind vitiate the value of the 
document as it now reads, but on the otherhand will tend to invest 
it with a greater atmosphere of objectivity. In any case I will be 
very much interested to learn how the Memorandurn in its present 
for~ will strike you. 

Vi th :varmest regards, as ever 

Faithfully yours, 

Emanue 1 eumann 

P. ~. Iain enclosin - a co~y of Professor Frieci.rich 1 s Conclusion 
as it now reads.~ (.4,-(_;e_.e r. r ~~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ,:/~ ~ ~. 

E! /l P. P. . 1.l:.he attached letter, uated January 4, has just been 
(Enc . ) received fr01 Professor Fried.rich. 1111 you please return it 

to me . 



J . FISHMAN ...... 

THE JEWISH MORNING JOURNAL 
THE ONLY J~WISH MORNING PAPER 

NEW YORK CITY 

PHON!: OR C HARO 4 - 8400 

Jar1u:.. !'./ , l '-JL. fl . 

_ r . bb~ T il el Silver , 
T e Tc1 l le, 
nsel nu . ~ ~. lOJth 3t ., 
l evelancl , uhio . 

Dear Dr . 0ilver : 

I Jrofoundl ~ eGi~te our -ind 
invi tel, tion to • ct s ljh__...irman of the r ss 1

0 uni ttee 
of the i ist r renc· ,ouncil, an the nice t n s 
you sa. about e . 

I i h I c o ul see r •• a cl ea to c e t the 
a.i.1point ent and be hel ful in t,he r L,t v o:rk you 
h~ve unae ·t~en . Hoievcr I huv~ euretfully co 1 
to the conclusion that it is ate 1 te in e 
season for me to huv e any 0~1ici · 1 ti - u ith 
the Zi onist 1 ·ency 0ouncil, bec·u e oft e 
l a.ck of b ck oun on rt of he workin s of that 
Council. In all th earu of its xi tence , I h ve 
not been invi ted once to atten · a ru etin , even 
tn.ou~ a multi tua&.- of function · rie , I understa.nd , 
;ere 1.1ui te c.~t home there . 11 I kno I as to t e 
inner workin s of the Counci l i by w of bO,:L • .1i 
of the continual frictions and bi ckerin~ on 
ersonalitics c1lld arty re~resent· tiv es . 

I not sd.yin ~ t i b y of com l int. And, 
any ,ay, you certainly h ,.d no thin · to do with thi • 
policy of "fa.rmin • ou t" a. ointments . ut since i t 
has so h • ened , I ti ink th t i t i s e has better 
that I have not bee on the i nside , and that I re­
main outsi e . I can assure you , no ,ever , t u.t it · in 
my limi t d c aci t i es I a 1..,1; s ready to of 
service in articul r do1ain , but y r~f erence 
is to re ain untitl ed . 

lith kinae~t er~onal reGurds , I , 
oi nc rely ours , 
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r. Em nuel Neumann, 
521 Fifth Avenue 
Ne ork City 

y de r Emanuel s 

You 111 recol l. that Elez r Kaplan n ked ua 
to look j11to th tter or the post- ar 
purchase or the Ei{#lth Arm.y Installationa. 
I am enoloaing, here 1th, a copy or his o ble­
gram. 

The Emergency Council, at its last meeting, 
voted to appoint a oanmitte or three to take 
the m tter 1:n ctJ. rge. I should like you to be 
Chaii,nan or th t oanmittee nd elect three men · 
to olk it ou - Robert zold, When he re-
turna, or B atein, Who has b en aubat1tnt1ng 
tor Robert ld, or a eone e who haa a 
direot intoreat and understanding ot thia 
ir. rtioular job • 

I ■hould like you, too, to talk to Jacob Fishnan, 
hom I asked to t ke the oha1rmanah1p or the Pre a 

Cammittee. I am .nclosing hie letter. Perhaps 
you can perauade him. If not, ;e must rind 
somebody Who has time to devote hSmaelt to thi■ 
important ork and who haa kno l dge ot the field. 

Chaim Greenberg se1d thnt he would be glad to ork 
as co-Chairman with you. It hn occurred to me 
that, perhs.pa, this would bo a ay or getting 
Rabbi Miller into the Emergenoy Council. I do not 
know, however, ·1hother he 1a at 11 1 t home 1n tl is 
tie ld or Whether e would tree h1maelt tran hie 
many other joba Which he has been doing to devote 
himself to this one. Have yw nrry other au gestionst 

oat cordial ly yours, 

IIS:NEK 



COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr . ilver 
ne nle 

~ 

levelar .. d, Ohio 

Dear bba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

January 18 , 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

I have your letter of the fifteent t' enclosur .(l . 

l I will be ._,lad to deal ith the: tter co.ta · ned • 7 ezer 
aplan I cable, s you su ~est. I she.1. spnc . to :Bouks'tein 

forthwith and cast about for anot r )o ssible 1 e ber, thou 1 ... 
it is possible th .... t 'zolc. will e 1ere y . 

=..) .c eg ding the re ss Oillf; it tee: would b glad. to tal r to 
Jacob Fisn:. , thou h I doubt its ffic cy . I s· a.ll be tal ing 
with Irvi .,. !; il er to• 1orrow, cnu I s.r 11 so t h · ru: o other 
possib 0 l ties . 

s ever , 

F~it u ly yours , 

. I. 
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr . bba Hillel •• ilver 
The 'l1e1:1nle .. 
Cleve ard, Ohio 

Dear bba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

Jarruary 18 , 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

I sh&ll be av:aitinr, o t anxiously the results o your effort~ 
at t e , eetinl> of the Execut ve om .. • t tee of the Union, \'11ich I be ieve 
is ta ine place toda . Incredible e.s it may sound, it is a feet that 
.nabbi eller is ere i.nstead of being t ere ... e is bus .end' 1; his po-
litical fences and getting hi·~self elected to t e Cha rm" sh p of t . ~. 

I underst&nd that Goldstein is sa in:- thc.t your strictures -ai ~st 
his ac "ion ou;ht to be trucen up at a r:ieet in of t. e Executive omr. it tee of 
t}e ZO aturda eveni - r tL.er t.an at the .eetini of the dr inistrativ 
ouncil on day . His motive is obvio s. I .agine he is 1opin that you 

will not atten the Executive OI!lmittee meet , and th t 1 6ive -~el}er 
an opoortu ity to set himself ri.sht in th ye of the .... xecutive Co i.ttee, 
wnich 11ill pre •nably exonerate him, m d in £.nj' case dispose of 1.,} e matter 
before ou will have h d an o:p:portunity of br·n,..1ni; i.t up . Tnder th c .r­
cumstances, I ,.. n not sure but that it mny be most desir ble f'or )'OU to t-
tend the r.eetin5 of the Execut ·ve turday ni. ht, if "t all uossible . 

, e here are not sure no whether e s'!1oul d .. ' e anotl.er fi ht t 
the ,•1eetinG or' tne 11.nistr tive Committee of the Keren Hayesod called for 
tomorro afternoon, presumbly to ratify the acti.on of t·. Joint 001 •. ttee . 
• e shall be con+-errin; about it today m1d decide whc..t 1 ·ne to taic . In v.ny 
case, we shall probably b outmu:ibered because that body , too, is pretty ell 
controlleci b the in ide , oup of the ZOA Adm n • strat • on. 

It has becorne increasi.n~ly clear to me that t ere are two no ssi ble 
courses wi.t.t. regard to the internal situu ion. The oup in control ill 
undou.:>tel.J.y co!ltinue to do w.1.1&t they can w: never o}_},ortunit ·e pr sent 
thenselves. hey w·11 not venture for the t·.r-1e bei.n~ to opr,o e yo openly 
• ut will pla r all t hei.r piec s on the chessboard w· th a vi w to 11 corner n .; 1 

you an eventuall perhaps cnec.tJ:1 tin0 you . .i;his i.nternal ~ • e at a time 
like this s freur~ht wi.tr ave dangers not to yourse f, but to the cause. 
The sol 1tion of reat is ues of hi.storic i _ ortance uay be thoroug ly be-
evil d by internal :partisan politics , just as\ ilson 1 s Le e o r tions 

w~s killed by partisan noliti.cs in th "'enate . 

If such unity is effected on our internal front, there ill be no 
difficulty in eepinG adass· and the p rt ies • n 1 • ne, or n deal n th 
.- 1UJ dol&n nn c.nd hatev r arise overseas. If t'h.ere is no unified 
control , co1.plications will gro and the external front ill be plac din 
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Dr. bba Hillel ~ilver January 18, 1344 

jeo_;)ardy. AS I have said, there are two possible courses . r.l'he first 
i.s to fight it out and have a showdown with the 1 east possible delay. 
hat means carrying the fight directly to the ZOA. and trying to clean 

uu that situation. I do not underestiwate the difficulties and the ... 
diversion of valuable energies involved, but to allow the situation to 
drift and deteriorate, and the infection to spread is worse . 

possible alternative is to try to consolidate that front 
peacefully by a real i.~nent of forces . The 1rey in that event would be 

zold. If he returns as well disposed towards you as he was when he 
left, it r:1ay be possible with his cooJ)eration to set up an informal 
control group on the basis of a cor:imon loyalty to Zionist princinles 
and adherence to a comrnon line on major policy . Yo1i .cmow I have never 
re0 arded Szold as a person of great stature or canaciti.es, but I still 
believe in his basic devotion to our pol i.tical objf'ctives. In the 
past, he has been the hub of ti1e ZOA Adt1inistrati.on :=;rou / and it is 
conce.vable that a combination, of which yo~ vou d be tle core, 
may be able to create a new situation - a C-8~---~~t-M

1

l, as it were, of 
Silver follo~ers and Szold followers . At least it may be worth tryi.nr. 

As you see , I have been think. n., aloud and eµn shcrin6 with you 
the thou~hts that are running through r:w head at the :mooent . 

I had an excellent talk with Feuer the other dav. The t:'Ore I .. 
see of him, the better I like hir:i . I made certain SUf;'sestions n the 
direction of dramatizi.ng your politi.cal leadershin to better effect . 
There are certain things he wi.11 be doine:~ in 'lashin,..:,ton and other thin~s 
that I shall be doing here . 

As ever , 
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... .. 

Jam y 19 , 19~ 

r. mel Neumann, 
521 Pitth venue, 
Kew York City, 
N. y • 

y dear Emanuel: 

I have been looking through two book■ - 11 en 1n 
otion" by Heru-y J. Taylor·, and • Pioneei- to the 

Pa at" by the son of J amea H • Breaa ted. Both 
ar violent anti-Zio 1at attitudes • . 

I d1dn' t know that Protea■ or Breasted as ao 
aot1ve during the last ar in i-tghting Z1on1■m. 
It aeema that 1t was he that lnolted ao many 
important Dritlah ■ tateamen inst our cause. 
Read, eape c1a.lly, ti-CIJl Pa 06 on. 

ilia &Cl'l, Charle• Br aated, 1a at ·present in the 
Near aat 1n the United States Government 
01v111 n e"1oe. I am wondering what dam ge 
he 1■ doing there and in nahington. 

'J.'aylor, who ia a war oorreaponden t and a radio 
ocxnmentator, aaye th1 1n hi■ book (Page 216): 

• And a1noe that day there ha8 never 
been any reat in the atruggle between 
the Z1on1at leader■ 1n Pal atine and 
the Araba. Por Palestine is the Arab■' 
country. It 1a deep 1n Allah'• orld. 
It 1a the land ot the Al'aba, not the 
land ot th Je 1 h people. Arabe ha e 
al aya been 1n the majority th re, and 
one ot the most ancient tragedie■ 1■ 
that Arabs hav al aye bitterly hated 
the Jewa.• 



r. F)nanuel eunann -2- Janu ry 19, 19· i 

. Taylor I a book 1a pr t~d by Doubleday Doran. I 
t 11nk an effort should be made to contact r. 
Ta lor nnd a t him straight, if possible. 

Taylor he.a an interesting statement on the Beirut 
Colleges 

"The Protestant liberals ot Beirut lode only 
to the United Sto.tea. Yet these Prot etant 
liberals hate Z1on1 am th y di otly 
identified and 1n league "1th th anti-
Se tic ufti or Jeruae.l and 11 that Arab 
anti-Semitic program etande for. 11 

!1th all good wiahea, I remain 

AHS:l EK 

The Temple 
Anal Rd. at E. 105th 
Cleveland, Ohio 

V ry oordi Uy yours, 
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 

Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH A VENUE 

R OOM 1903 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

J .1mary --1 , 1. 44 

MURRAY HILL 2..0694 

Dr . Abba n·11e1 tlv~r 
1 e l'emple 
,levelan - , Ohio 

e tr bba: 

I 1.·~ve ., our ett • of the . ineteentl e ,a. d d 
re stP-ci. . I uA,ve ovn bout both boo .. :::.Q and hr ... ve re d ercnces 

to the 1 . I .. t} pr. st, I repeate 1 .. c, l eC::. t: e ttenti.01 of t} e 1. r­
t4ency Jo 1ittee to the cor in: c ncentr, t'ion in ·.Yac.-hin tan of n.nt.; -
Zionist so-cc 1 ed _-e· r -.,ast experts - • s far 'b c _ a 194· -1941 be ore 
the -r:rocess had tctu"ll otten u der \vay; but I could. ..,.et no re ctio1 
roi. our vol. ':ii t tee . One of tl ! pro o sed was t pub • c • -

t • on of c... uarterly o _:ecr .::a£t ,. "'ui..r s and t oncentrc.t • o , round 
it of !ec:.r r,ast experts e.na evelo J ~ ... • ore fr· endly ideolo 
c;;.. d point of vi w e 00arcii .c,; t -~e r E, ... ~ ; but I w c not 
given etther t· .. oral o vhe rt to pro 'f'e. yi_th t .e n-
terprise . .... a: not sure v .. et er • t • lat ow . 

I Lad ·lso ro ... ose· to set up connectio_.1. ,·.rit J. t "1e f er·c·1~ 
for l:'U.blic ~ .(' ir s in 11· s dn.;to • n Aci.vi sor or. it ..,ee on tLe 

, ar E· st so t ... a 1i:i.1e vOU21cil ~ .. i b. t fro. tir .... e to ti e ubl • 1:1'.. reports , 
boo sand _pawp: et!3 de li. .;, ith ·-ear ..... ast u ,stio sin o , irit . 
i'1 t too reauir di J1ct1.11 c.nd inb.:ci&l fort on rur .. rt , 
neit er of v· ich ,;,as avc::ilab e . ~ven tod· y ~n e~· ·n, c be d0ne 
t , t· t "' i.l I t' ' .r • 1- • ... • ' b d 11roug. 1 ~ o nc . 11ou )n , .1. or t n~ .,anc , 1, ... 1 _flu e a oo 
t ino or t:1e ou.1cil O eY)rint • 22 . ..-1 et for Vito I er Ou 

t:1 ~er East in Li~ 000...: 11 •.eric--n 11 pire :. 1's;c.11 - des • tle f .. ct 
t},~t nor, '.'> ofu 1 ·.e o' .,rJ.st Viton ersm.,11 . ... be oun ","O ldbe 
:,re • ed. to coo r if t t1 en to . 

nntler SU ·estlo-:i I h . t for,· r rd wa,.. th,t e 'elp toe -
t~bl.is. unu.er fr · ,. c:.ly ·uspic, a ouncil or Inst · tut on re ast 
'ffairs . of s ... or one, he· . oft' e "c" ool s··t:.c tud·es, , o 
s unru stionably • fr · end of our c .... us , both L. t: e 

idea of the Council nd of tl. ouart rly, a~ 11 bri ;. t al so . I 
be ieve tiey st 11 ar ; c rta:\n y ope, · _th 10r I d·scu sed t.ese 
m·tter~ Rirl r cently . 

peo 1 
.east 

,.other :pr )Cedure i tLe one 'OU su ... • .st of cont cti n 0 th se 
· ndiv · du ... 11 o.nd "'oss ·b1y in ·roups to convert t. a , or ,.,t 

t • - t e d of t e ir o... o s t • on. :B t t a t i not s... 1 
occas .. • l t ~ so on c.oes not suf ice . re 11[.v 

r lar ntuct ith the:. , culti.v.::.tt th m ·nd se ~ \'< s of 
t:hrou.,- on forr. of assocL ... tio,.•. or not ►1 - ... er . 



... , .. 
Dr . .. . ' . ·1v r J .u , 1 

ow xn rienc 1th ssor Fr·ear·c .. , \'I" Q fr; to stn t 
,· th, has roved to . r f· ction ff rt ? u t be 

put ·n to develop uc' contacts ,nd . . :r . hu 
c;..S just as· to 5 o out to Bo ton ne~ r • ch 

in con.ectio with tje dr t·nP of C!t • t d d 
mc:.. .. 1" n fr 11 the c o . irt • an o. erence o. ebru ry . I ill 

try to c.o it, but I doubt Ph t· er I can u.dert .. o develo· s ch co.­
t--cts ·,it a ' dd ti nal people . :Bes · ·es t · 1• i on 
on Pal es tine .-:,urv y s, er son< 1 orrtes , t h 

0:. 1 ·ttee on co orn ic tu·ies , there ·re ot.er tins . tul1.- and 
Louri re f requently after re to help · n. tters r 1,tin to th 

- r.:. c ""n 1 est i ne Co i t tee ; - •. s ry • d :, it ., z • s i ... o .• 

.i .t'. t · ciput · •,;, in the Co1 "'littee on 1.1b icati .c ; \'. ile .--3,; · . s.1rP berr; 
ar d l.Jsr.leli want .. e to serve c..S Co- ,.' irman of{A,.. l:~VctWT;:aa:t-c 1.uit­

te . . u. • ·1 as t: ere is t e r..atter of •. ter l-1 _o i ·cs tJ v c· . 
It is sical y i1 oss "ble to do • 11 t se t .. • d I ce.n ' t i 

for • t . s it • c 1 I --ve been c,eri usly lect •. :> riv e 
i terest • u ff irs . 

I il , of C 1Ul' se J t i1 ': r_bout :Br ,. sted a d 
Y .. 1e t_ e I 

JVII.- .ig} t .:: .ave as .. 
'1ru dle , if . :il ton 

£ ever , 

est · . s . c ur se , 
e or. • t te ec -cual 

. nber ~ ,. re .. t P jo . 

• 0 Llr c- , 

, .. ,. .,. • .1 1 eUJ '"'· .. 

or .d se 
sort of t 

iJizati n to 
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' Dr . bba Hillel 'ilver 

·~~ 
advise that you forestall others bJ me d.ng t'1e 2f i: vourself at the : __ eet­
ing on !.onday thc.t "OU woulC:. :ish the resolution to be :_s ~tron~ as po~s'bl 

d t , t f t. "' • • 1 • b ., • •1J • • .. • t. th .. b • +- • &.n na ur .,~ er souna 1.nr;s t:: ... tou c. e i:w.ae :n ,.£ s ... nnG 110n i;, 1. 11 <-~" o J c., 1r 

vieu. 

In this connection, ~:ie £tartl ;n::; .?nnouncern nt rbout ;:.erican. oil 
1 • • , ,. E .. db" f" • • H "+- • .f!' t - • .. t ines 1n t:1e ... ear e.Sv on 16 re 1ner1es 111 _z_,__"' 1 o_ rer.:enc.ous 7 nveres 
to us . It is not ...,. wholl:✓ ::ortun.atc develo--oment frou O1.1.r )Oint of v·e,v , 
r;roYid • 1 c an a di t ion al a- c-?1.uner: t fror. the .1 :. erican standpoint ri • in (!t 1'rt i rr; n"" 
up the abs: 1n the o thPr hand , it does 1, ean that ~-erica i. s acaui..r • .~; 
definite concrete interests i!1 .r&.lestine c?..nd in tle .. :ear East . There c 
1..ia-y hin::,s to consider . ne of the .. oet iuoortant is _.ou to utilize th's 
c..evelo!:nnent in order tr) correct a r::ross injustice whic1 h .... s bee,1 c,yuti tteci 
~'.:a.inst Pelest:ine by the Briti.sh &nd t:1.e Iraq etrolem.1 0o~~e11y. Despite 
the fact tha·t the pipe-line crosses c.lesttne territ'Jry anc, l1e.s its ter.1inus 
at Haifa , Fnd. des ite the fact t.1c.t t:ie I J wL.s .Jver. f'Xtraordinc-rily favor­
:-- ble C,Jrdi ti 0. s by ,:-,:.e 0 alestine Governuent, e1estine hes ot been allowed 
to h:.:..ve the beuefi t of a cheap SU.}1~_ 1.., of oil . They c <:.Cree us very- , i__;h 

t 1--ir. b • ~ II , • 1 ,, • • -1-' h "' 1 • IL ra es on .,.:1e &s1s OJ. J.DLp1co pus l)r1ce, i . e., 11ne~ c ar0e :r--&_eou:~~ 
•,vorld. ~~ricet includinn; the eA~)ense of tr".lr.s..:_)ortat:on frou a. di..sts.n"' ,,.1oi1_t 
oversees. 111s _as r.,roved::.. consiaerc.ble bt..rden on a.lsst-i_ne a/;Ticult ;re 
and i.ndustry . 

.. -o,.,, if .. ~uerica is c )1 ti 1:..i into ·' e .i/i:C uure , t1 is r: ... :, ::;i .re uc-, the 
op,)ortunity i;o reo·)e:n t:1e question t' rou.~} ur ''tate De~1art,.1ent " id win 
cer ta.inc onces ions wl.dcl .lay benefit al t-;i.ne to the t-:.me o: r,lill ions of 
dollars . ai:.:1 not sure but i.,} t v;e ou,;ht t ret i.n SlJeCiL-1 cou sel in 
,/.:.s11i..n1_;ton to wor __ U...J he cac:-e ~ ..... d to ~ e ·o tic.~te ui th the State De:pc rtr en t, 
t: e • etroleU1:1 •jo(...rd L-nd an.y other a:_,enci s invol vec.. . And I Cf"n think of' a 

6ood ium for tl1c. pur~)ose . If I ai:i present at t:1e .1eetin_:, I will be ... ~lad 
to JZJse t:1e question m1.d. then .._Jerhaps tllt:1orit., s:·1ould be wiven to you to 
take Wf!c tcver ste:os 1:1cy be :.ee.;ied advisc..ble to protect the interests of 
a.le~ tine . 

! received ,four wire about canferr-lnr; 1;-w·;t_ Feuer, hapiro ... nc. 't'eis~P.1 . 
In fo.ct, I 11:::.d al roa~r conferred ·,i th vh piro c.t s01ae length J c-terd y . s 
for Feuer a-rid :eis.;c.l , ne'!.ther is in tovm so thc.t suet. a con ~ere 1ce car1 
o.11ly t&..:::e place next wee:t.:: . !n the r.1e&nt ·.1.1e I .1ave ?'18..de a nurnber of sp .. c-1 i.c 
sub,.:,esti0ns to vha::._Jiro c:md tri.ed to i•.presi:: ~1ir:1 \·, · t] their i.r:.~--o!'tance . ~ne 
of t e sug,:; st ions he t~1ou ;ht ir.rportan t and. said 1-:e r:ouLi discuss \,it 1 you , 
na! e)y, the idee of convenin-; & s_..;ec · ·1 Zionist Con rence in coruect·on 
wi t·1 tne re~olution ::_?endin.~ before Con'"';ress . I • .. ill continue to do ,,,:r.. .t I 
c,r:. to prod, .1a:e specific su~:est ·ons "'nd sti1.ml~te t:.e 2ec srPr: ""'ct·on . 
!) ~..wod..t.. ~ ~ ~;"f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ""-ta....,e~.nd ?t. ~~-

·7e : :~d. &.nother 1:1eeti!.1b .. restPr .. a of t~1 C0 .... :1i ttee Jn c no ,ic dti.tL::.i.es • ~ ­
to:;r.>ther w~t'1 re,resentc:..tive8 of the :~Hand c .,,.1---d to sn.:r t: '.tt :--ro'"' e s is 
be 4.n.) 1..:.:de i.n t lJ~tter of t~.e :...cono .. ic Con ... erence, ·wL.'ch we h ... ve t ntctivc~ 
scheduled ::or the , ee_~-end. c . &rc1'1 18-20 • n .. ,e,ir Y0 r1:: . I hr.ve just been to le. 
,1owev r t:1t.t the . ..,};.r ·st· an 0onf rence, C!chedu ed for t· e 24t~1 of :? ebruary , is 
being postpone dt • d i.t was su.:,'.)ested thut vre J i. 1:e, ise "lost.,..oxe the ~,conm,ic 
Joiference . It woul d be aw~ ... rmrd ti) do c-o ·na.:: £.. not sure t: at it · s : .. c-
ss"·y bec&:use t:1e audience -i; · _ b ur e.~., dif·cr nt . If I C\!l not re e1 .. t 

~ t ... } , 
• "e 1.eetin:-"' o:i :·onday ,_,ou r:1i 'Il tt if you t~ri.11,r .;.t E.'dV°ib[..ble, st"te br "cf 
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Letter no. 29 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YOR 17, N. Y. 

February 4, 1944 

I am enclosing the memorandum of which I spoke to 
you on the telephone. 

I have conveyed to the office the suggestion that 
a meeting take place at the office of the ZOA onday evening 

at e ighto 'clock, and I assume that such a meeting will be 
called. I can't help feeling elated over the W8¥ the Con­
gressional resolutions are being pushed. Once more my 

"interim" congratulatlonsl 

E /t 
(inc.) 

Fai tbful ly yours, 

~manuel Neumann 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 
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Letter 10 1 30 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MURRAY HILL 2..0694 

February 18, 1944 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

I have arranged the following matters: 

1) The Independent Jewish Press Service undertook to syndicate an 
editorial for the Anglo-Jewish Press along lines I suggested. The 
title which I suggested for the editorial was 11 Where does the Ad­
min is tration stand 1 11 • 

2) I just had a long talk with ? r. t eck:ler, who has agreed to do all 
that is necessary. He will have a news item, a front page news story 
from Washington unday, fol lowed by a full length editorial on 1 onday 
addressed to the Adlninistration. He also a eed to print articles 
along the same line. 

3) I also explained the matter to Margoshes on the tele-phone, and he 
undertook to ta.~e that line in his column. 

4) I had had Israeli in and gave him appropriate instructions. 

5) I am trying to follow this up also with other newspapers. Tomorrow 
Boris molar of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency is coming to see me at 
home. 

eckler happens to be pretty friendly personally with 
Judge osenman through their collaboration in the Jewish Education 
Committee for several years; and unless you advise against it, he pro­
poses to send Judge Rosenman on Sunday or .onday by air mail special 
copy of his editorial and a personal note to Roserunan expressing the 
opinion that the President is being placed in an embarrassin and 
dangerous situation because the Jewish public will hold him responsible 
if the Resolution is styr.iied. 

I am looking into the matter of Tammany Hall. 

I think that the interest and excitement generated by the 
hearings should not be allowed to die down. We should proceed first of 
all with a series of big mass meetings in the principal centers through­
out the country - at once. I al so thin_ that \Ve should proceed with the 
Petit ion matter. eisgal has a report ready for Monday. Mechler s~s 
that the Morning Journal would be prepared to conduct a Pei t ion movement 
jointly with all other Jewish newspapers and with the .American Jewish 
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Conference. If the newspapers carry the burden. it can be done with very little expense, he says. 

I had a call from Senator Murray's office yesterday to the 
effect that the Senator bad been impressed by what I said at the 
meeting and would like to have a private talk with me in order to 
understand the question better. It was agreed that I would see him next Tuesday. 

Best regar~s to the family. 

E1 anuel Neumann 

EN/l. 



• Letter lo. 31 
" 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland. Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

With regard to the political situation: 

February 24. 1944 

MURRAY Hill 2-0694 

(1) I take it we must now go on the assmnption that no early passage of 
the esolution can be expected in either house. Despite Bloom's opti­
misn I don't think we can risk it unless we know that the objection of 
the \Var Department has been wi thd.rawn or greatly softened. 

(2) If that is so, we are in not only for a letdown feeling among the 
Jewish public but for a sort of lull in the political act tvity of the 
-Zionists throughout the country. The combi.nation of the two is bad and 
should be avoided at all costs. 

(3) To bridge this period and to provide a ethod for continuing political 
action on a mass scale, I would advocate goine forward with the Pa tition 
mover.1ent. The feeling of frustration hich would be created by the adverse 
news concerning the Resolution can thus be converted into £OSitive, con­
structive actio~. There is no time to lose because in order to launch the 
Pllllftition movement successfully it should be tied up,at least emotionally, 
with the hearings which nave just ta~en place. Also, it would be launched 
impressively - perhap s at some meeting at which you would deliver an address 
on the i~ortance of the P~ tition, which should be broadcast far and wide. 
\7eisgal is all set to go ahead and I rather think it was a mistake not to 
have decided the matter deftnitely at the last meeting of the Executive 
Conunittee. is move is clearly indicated and action should begin without 
loss of time. 

(4) I have beenthi, ing a good eal about the President and am convinced 
that we are right in applying pressure to him in the forr of letters and 
telegrams and in other forms. Here in l ew York I am workin > with Shapiro 
to organize a delegation to call upon the 1 ew Yor Leader of the Democr' tic 
Party with a memorandum vihich it would request to have transmitted to the 
proper person in Washington. This memorandum should state clearly that 
man thousands of Jews in ·ew Yor. City are deeply disturbed over what 
seems to be an indifferent or negative attitude on the part of the x cu­
tive branch of the Government, etc. 

(5) However, it will take a little time for the pressure to mount up and 
register itself at the rlhite House. At the moment also the President has 
other worries more immediate and serious. At best therefore it will t e 
som time before he can be expected to respond. I believe that if you 
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have not done so already, next week you might with entire propriety send a 
telegram to General Watson asking for a brief interview with the President 
on behalf of 300,000 organized Zionists, and also in your capacity as Chair­
man of the Palestine Commission of the American Jewish Conference. 

(6) Even then I am asking myself just what the President will be able to do. 
He may not be in a position to reverse the action of the Wax Department, es­
pecially after General arshall has m~de as strong a statement as he did. 
The obvious alternative is the one you suggested: that the President make a 
public statement ofhis own in favor of our program. But he may not be in a 
position to do that hA 1ellf'r, even if he were willing unless it is a watered 
down statement. The reason is that he probably cannot anticipate a state­
ment which Churchill is expected to make eventually. Because we a.re Allied 
with Britain, a statement by the President of the United States dealing 
with Palestine would be interpreted as expressing the attitude of the United 
Nations, or at least of the British. The President could not do it without 
the approval of Churchill, and Churchill would not want such a statement to 
come from the American Government before he has had the opportunity of mak-
ing it~. 

(7) If the President should be unable to either arrange for the passa~e of 
the Resolution o~ to make his own statement in favor of a Jewish Comnon­
wealth, what else can he do for us? That brings me back to the suggestion 
which occurred to me about a week ago. The President can appoint a joint 
committee consisting of representatives of the State Department and of the 
Senate and House \Representatives, t~study the Palestine question, confer 
with us and try to work out the foru~tion of an .American policy on this 
question. I believe there are precedents for t his sort of thing. There 
was a committee set up to study post-war problems, which includes Senator 
Austin and I believe another Senator, as well as one or two members of the 
Lower House, together with people from the State Department. If the Presi­
dent wants to be helpful, he can appoint such a group of friendly persons, 
such as Stettinius and/or Charles B. Taft or Dean Acheson of the State De­
partment, Senator Taft or Senator Thomas or Gillettee from the Senate, and 
one or two drawn from the Foreign Affairs Conmittee of the House. The un­
derstanding should be that they should endeavor to reach agreement with the 
representatives of the Jewish Agency or the Zionist movement, and when an 
agreement has been reached their report should be submitted to the President 
for his approval. 

(8) The appointment o~J afl~q~ .f b,9pmmittee would be a way out of the present 
ir~asse. It would be~ y the public; it would warrant a deley in 
acting on the pending Reoolution.4J. and it would be a happy solution frolll tre 
point of view of the President. It would also give us the op-oortunity of 
arguing out the question with the representatives of the State Department 
and if need be also of the War D8part1nent, not in public hearings but in 
camera. The appointment of such a committee would be re arded as a friendly 
gesture and would avoid damage to our position in London, which would result 
from the defeat or delay in the passage of tre Resolution. This matter 
would nave to be negotiated with the President by so .eone who has access to 
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h11n. no t tperson should be, I cannot sey at the moment. but I 
think that if it should be suggested to the President by someone in 
his entourage as a ttbrie;ht idea11 , he may seize upon it as a ••-•rk 
way out. 

I offer these reflections for w t they are worth. 

As ever, 

Emanuel l eu.mann 
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Letter 1:0. 3~ 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The i'emple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

Admini"',~rative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

February 25, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

I attended the meeting of the z. O. A. Executive Committee last 
night, at which Brickner reported again, and there was also a discussion 
in connection with the pending esolutions. 

s. Israel Goldstein attended and read a cable she had rece·ved 
from her husband. It was in veiled lan0 age but with its meaning fairly 
clear. I suppose a copy is being sent to you. It indicated that the 
\feizmann-'.Ben Gurion breach was being healed. It al so urged, ap,arently 
on behalf of the 'Executive, that we et the President to issue the state­
ment he had planned to make at the conference which had been scheduled for 
February 14tn. he main discussion centered on the Resolution. 

tihulman urged: (1) That we should take the formal position that 
in view of the attitude of the ilitary, we propose that the House and 
~enate Co ttees should take no further action for the time being. 

(2) hat every effort be made to confer with the President and t hat Dr. 
Wise be requested to cooperate in this matter and if necessary, interrupt 
his holidey by returning to ew Y0 rk and \fashington. 

(3) That in view of the '.Barkley affair, we should desist for the time being 
from the program of pressure on the President. 

As to ·ffl, Lipsky, Stone and I took the position th t e should not 
acquies~ in the position taken by the ar Department but that we snould ~ 
continue the present policy of holding the Resolutions in abeyance. 

s to i2, it was generally agreed that we should try to get to the 
resident, and that the cooneration of Dr. 'lise in this atter was desirc.ble • ... 

As to v3, there was considerable ifference of opinion and it was 
left that the Executive Committee recomnend to the leaders of the Erner ency 
Council to give consideration to the point raised by Shu man. 

Tb.ere was also some discussion about the meaning of the Resolution 
as discussed by Sol Bloom and by Feuer (J~ that when the Jewish people has 
become a majority of the population tne~constitute Palestine as a free 
and democratic Couimonwealth11 ). Rather surp1·is n y to me, sentiment seemed 
to favor such a formulation as a satisfactory compromise. Szold, who was 

in the Chair, did not express hi.mself ainst it. Bou.kstein told me 



.... - 2 -

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver February 25, 1944 

privately that he thought it was good and that ~erhaps it had been a mistake 
all along to have adoptea. the term 11J ewish Commonweal th" ·nstead of a c ircum­
locution; Shulman also seems to favor this position. However, the Executive 
Committee did not go fully into the matter and took no position on it. 

As for the message from Israel Goldstein, I analyzed the situation 
and pointed out that this request did not 1jibe at all witn Bric.mer's report 
about Weizmann's optimism, unless we ha'11(been wholly misinformed as to the 
kind of statement which the President had intended to make . If in London 
they want us to get from the President the kind of statement he is likely to 
make, it would seern to indicate that the situation in London is not so good , 
but rather bad. Brickner himself said he could not understand it. I suppose 
the situation will have to be reviewed again and the London request weighed 
in the light of the situation here. On this matter too t he Executive Com­
mittee expressed no opinion. 

s ever, 

ai hful ly your s. 

1 ,j I fli 
J .oO 

- -
..t!jmanue 1 lif eumann 

P. s. I am enclosing copy of a let~er I am sending to Feuer follow1ng a con­
versation I had with Elihu Stone last night. 

E.:.\J /M 
(Enc.) 
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 

Administrative Office 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Zionist Organization of Aluerica 
172Q-16th titreet, , . . 
·, ashi ngton , D. C. 

Dear Abba: 

arch 7, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

On February 25th I sent you a cop· of a letter which I sent 
on the s e date to Feuer, containing certain suggestions. I un re­
verting to that now. 

As I told you on the phone, I run not dispir ' ted by t he events 
of the past few days. It is a head-on clash wh ich had to co . e. 11e 
have certainly succeeded in 1 if tin~ the Pa estine r,uestion out of the 
hole in wl ich it had been allowed to rest and placec it on the agenda 
as a greatyublic issue. But I am 6 av ly concerned over the state of 

ind of the Jewish public and our own Zior 1st co-wor_,.ers who can't help 
feeling that we have suffered a serious efe t which may affect the 
situation in London ost unfortunately. Doubts are already beine ex­
nressed not only privatelY, but in articles re0 arding the wisdo1 of t he 
course we have taken. l,oreover, the intern "opposition", wh tch is 
silent and quiescent when things are 1 .. 1oving along , comes to life gain 
at the slightest setback , nd their crit i.cism l ill be directe ' at J ou. 

Q,uite apart, t erefore, f rom the 9olitical situation per se, 
it is of utmost importance t at something be done immediately to miti­
gate the wide spread feeling of frustration and to give us sor.ie coc1pen­
satton for the failure of Congress to act . 

I rever t t nerefore to the idea t 11at a tatement sl ould be 
signed by a majority of the members of the two ongressional committees, 
addressed. to the State Department. .1.Jot even G9 neral l'arshal 's veto can 
affect t :i.1e ri~ht of Con essroen to aid.ress this privately ana. di.rect!Y to 
Secretary Hull. 7or would they be responsible if by a lea.i:c, or a series 
of leaks, tne news shoul d 6 et out thc:;..t such a round-robin was sent or 
presented to t' e tate Department. 

There nay be reluctance on the part of Congres £;rnen to do this 
d a good eal of pressure and persuasion may be req_uired but i.t can be 

9ut, particularly to the arty Leaders, that they ~ us at least this 
compensation. If our epresentatives show sufficient spirit and indig­
nation over the el!lbarrass·ng position ii wnich the Zionist movement had 
been placed, I bel ·.eve e can get it through. 
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So e such action is aosoJutely ~,perative fro. every point of 
view, i.ncluding the situation i.n London. Indeed, I r gret that I did 
not urge tnis action more stron ly ten days ago before tne attac: by the 
Arab tat~'\ ~s publ ici.zed. It ~ ould have been easier t en, but it is 
not too late now. I still t .... ink it is unlikely that the President will 
make a uublic statement of the kind we need, and there s not mor:1ent 
to lose ·n repairin1::, the dax..1age which h s been done to us. I ai. try·ng 
r=iy hand at dra:fti.ng the ind of statement -.hich I t h 'n1,.. Sen tors and 
Congre SSl en can be asieed to sign and will try to enclose it with this 
letter. I may turn up in ;Tashington tomorrow afternoon but I would not 

ish even a few hours to be lost in starting this ~ork, if you c~ ee ith 
my suggestion, as I hone you do. 

s ever, 

ours , 

.Jmanue 1 : eumann 
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
~ Administrative Office 

Dr. :bba Hillel Silver 
The 1.rempl e 
leveland, Ohio 

Dear :bba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

.arch 15 , 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2..0694 

(1) Followin your telegr~ and phone call esterda , I c'.:;ot to wor 
on drafting Resolutions. I hope to fini.sh t· em by the end of the 

eek so that you may see the drafts in advance of fonday' s 1.:1eeting. 

(2) I have already had one conver ation with ~eis al on the subject 
of the Washington office. He claims that the eenent reacned be­
tween you and oldnann clearly stipulated that you ere to be recog­
nized as the directing head of all :political actiJ i~Y ... .Jl1 'rVashinf;ton 
and that it was so recorded in a minute . I shal~ onTTnue rny efforts 

. A 
along this line . 

(3) There was a r eeting of the me 1bers of the ctions CoI!lr.1ittee la.st 
night, over which Lipsky presided. Lipsky and I re~orted. The 
eral tone was ~ood. reat s~tisfaction as expressed by one after 
another wi.th the tremendous activity developed by the rnergency Com­
mittee during the past few months and the vigor with which the fight 
for the ado~tion of the esoluttons has been carried on. l'he met­
ine ~opted a resolution in that sense . , atev~r the attitude of the 
ZO and Hadassah, the oalei Zion and .izrachi see1:i to be sol idly be-
1 ind you at this t irne . 

(4) I thi more cautio1 will have to be exercised in the future re-
garding the nress. Concern as ex,ressed last nicht over the fact 
that t e expectation of a s cond statement by President oosevelt was 
spread in the Jewish :papers and reference wl..s nade to an earlier 
spill rec;ardin6 Church ill and his leged de sire to see the esolu-
t ions _ assed. :Iowever, sucl leali:s occur , -tf. ey are i evi tably cl1arsed 
up to the leadership of t11e Emer~ency Corunittee, at leaBt in a 1easure . 

( 5) Yesterday Isaiah J3erl i called me up to sa that a:9paren tly his 
a.ttitude and advice re ~arding t:1e Resolutions .. ad been misunderstood. 
He had .. ad two incu ·ries s to whether he had been correctly renorted 
at our ~eetin~ as being in favor of nushinv tre esolutions . part 
froL the i advisab'lity of rererrinG to hi~ by n .e ~tour meetings 
because of his position in the Emb~ssy , he hoped we understood that 
he had not advised pushin the esolutions but rat er squaring the 
.:ili tE-.ry and in. in, over other iwportan t elements in . ash· n0 ton . I 
told him that ou and I under stood his viewooint and that he had not 
been quoted to the effect that we should vi3orously push the Resolu­
tion at this time . 
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( 6) egarding Kent.n , I do hop that the rearran•~euent you contemplated 

ill be carried ou t soon in the interest of t 1 or!-:: botn i.n , asl1i n ~ton 

and_ ew YorK. Incidentally , toda 1 s P carr es a s1ort but ood 
articl e b I . F . 'tone on the '' ab ,Sc .,.J !' 

(7) Irvin~ ,iller spore up ver y vigorously last ni 0 ht in appreciat ion 

of your l e dershi p anu ur0 ed the adoption of a resolution to furtb r 

strengthen your ·.and. 7e ought to draw : il'.!1 into our ..:.ixecuti.ve Co1 i ttee 

no'. t o strengthen the positio there . I don ' t ow h don 1 t 

b sis Bo stein part i cipates in the me etin6s of the xecutive Co •n ittee , 

of w ic!. he is not a 1e! ber . He does so c .. iefl.r or the purpose of 

getting am:: uni tion to use on the outside . I thiru:: .iller can be ap­

pointed :.airr~:.:u of the vo ,1 1i ty -.1ontac ts Oo, u i ttee in place of \,J'ro ss , 

eve n though it should be a quasi - nominal position since t h e wor is 

bei g a.o e by S!lapiro and Feuer ; "uut it wil f;ive !.i.ller a status . I 

ould su Ge st t:1at .. ou do this i thout further delay . 

Tit wcJr. est reGards , as ever 

. 
~ 

ours , 

el . eumann 

ri. ~ 
½~~ 

____ ... _ -b:, ~ q 

vu 
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Dr. A.H. Silver 
Cleveland, Ohi 

TELEGRAM ALR:2ADY SENT TO ALL co~·mtESSMEN AND SE:-T.A.TORS 

Ti' O DAYS AGO. RESPOUSE THUS FAR POOR. PROSPECTS FOR 

HUGE OV'i!RFLO _SDAY JEETI' G. REGARDS. 

EMANUEL NEUMANN 

T8 ken over 
t elep one by I.E.K. 
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr . 1-bba Hillel ~ • 1 ver 
he emple 
l eveland , 0 io 

ear ba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

:· ch 17 , 1 44 

MURRAY HILL 2..0694 

I n·ve just ad a visit fro. Dr . ~ar6oshes . o S ' r . . ar·ze 
t he co.vers tion brieflJ: ·& is v·tally i.n ter ~ted in he 9olit · ca 
car:1pai,n ,ve are conducti _ an ' anxious to b active i.n it eit er ·n 

a professional or vol tary ca,acity . Outside of c ontrtbut'n ; h is 

col"'.ll. n to the Day , he na tit.e and is in a osition to \'/Tite , . ec:.. ... , 

travel, e c . 

I h-i..n~ th · s is S' f!estio wort· vi1ile co n s1. erint; .d 

vould su; est t· t it be consi der d • th st · ctest confide1ce fo r 
t · e ti1.e bei!1 . I do. 1t. ow what has tr 1 _ir d · n the .eri.can 

Jewish von : ess 11ere I thin he hrs be or. i .,, ro essionall . I 
wil l find out . :.1y i 1c i. tion t t l.e r nt ou d be to ut ·1 i.ze 
hi .. 1 by payi... ., 1 i1 sor:ie .. ind of salary out of , pri v · te fund so th t 
is value ·:ould be enhanced rather than d" i.ni.s1 ed by } :.s b .c m. in 

one of a score o: . loyes of our vouncil. 

I l... .:.ve just e· • bout ., cv l o T, s apoear nee b fore the 

iiouse 01 :rittee . It is u.notl C'r blow \ ic: we il survive . .de 
thin to do is to .. ake our P=Opl f i htin CJ mad , 1 ile reep in our 
record (official .>1) clear . In t he -esolu ti.on I a d.raftin ;) I nropose 
to scty t 1 a we ho_"'e the ... esolutions wil l b favorably ,.cted upon by 
Jo 1..;ress • t t l e earliest op, ortune 1 or .. ent . 

s ev r, 

ithf lly ., m1rs , 
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ear r. ;·e 

'~he Jo s .op.'"i C, un·ver::.;i 
al tiz_or lo , .. • ,1 d 

' rch 19 , 194. 

I sent you a tele t' • s .orni g sa:rin._ . • t t e .._.,ro os d 
i n tervie wi h o ·1ould be ir.1 r cticable. I s i .. y elf 0r 

a cou ... le of iff te s ~ 1ic: uer sa .. d\ ·.ched in be v,een o th r eng--
L .. d . y 11 cou::ple of .i ute5 11 were ... rolo. 0 ed to .. ore t. L."' ,.. oul' . 
He a. ot et seen Lo,1deru iL.r' s boo..: , hich his desi ·e o 
"'C s .ce e • Ul' • 1 ew .:.. t , s for hco il . ,.. r sen· i 1 ny 
co.t"J to:.1orro "; it will re~c· 1 i1 , I . :'e , just before he le ve s u m· y 
be v :en wit:.:. .nil. . 3ovr.1cn is e:· reu el., , ell inf or!. o tL ~ubject d 
is o ;e . inded. • ve 1 a cou_ 1 e of lo :, coriver s tio s • t ... i ... d i 0 

the ..,ast t o years 1 • ve ... repared a det iled st· te:rent or . is s . 
:· or;;eve1 , : e .o, s •• owae , ... il : a.nd . is •;el 1 , ir f· c , ever 

L ce Lowderr:lil 7as t ' _ 1 u... ac . _ e 1ce c con-
ver s· ion v,i tl o~ der ,. not e i • t b e ected , 
since he discou1 1,s h latt f r ~cticrbil. y --
bo~:1 serio· s v:e'°, esses d. a . irable 1 n, •. o is or of 
pro het t • of .. cient· t or ctic· . s a tes1. .. "n • I our 
stressed~ e the respo1sible "ioniet leaders ar just 10w m-
1. ore int ere s ed. i o bt in n • .... p r·. c tic 1 ext . sio of he right of :r 
vration th n i the ect· bl· s°i'l!!1ent o: a Jewish co we 1 t· of o,.e :i d; 
'Li s obviousl· r.t..a.e,. excel ent i._)re~sio1 on hi1.1 . atur l y , t l ere e 
at.er uro!.linent 1..iion·.sts -..vlo are e'ther denizens of ot er world or ., o 
are co .sciou ~1 s ryed b t i eir d sire to curry t e cro d i th em. 
Personally I f el th,. t the r • ht of li .. i ted ir .i c-.tion is • nf ·nit ly 
r.ore impori,--nt • ow -- d ore useful -- th n everyth'ng lse. It s1 ould 
be po s~i ble to uni· virtually all . eriCccll Je,i beh nd this rAc;.SOnf!ble 
reoue st re .... sonable fro 1 ver oint of v-i..e Sc.Ve tha t of a an,. t ice. 1 

ab or a ed-in-t11e- ,ool nt i-~e .. 1· te . 

'ord' ally , 

( ·.g e cl) • . F . br' t 



L tter ::o . 3· 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

, re. 1 , l 41 

Hillel • • 1 ver 

em enclosing co"./ of t-.. letter I eve rece v d 
fro .. lbri rt re ow1. ·, icl s,ea/s for · t l:' . 

.. dJ.f t' e ~. 
v'l.. e 

o t· e a • sti() 
so1.etir.ec ..,pe· - of 

• _;&.in e ::>oe s of f o c:1. 

e 

I c" 1 t t :e out Dr . br i. ):1t I E. 
Ee S& C, e rs 01 • ·cal Zio .ism 

Je vis. om·o i,· 'ltL ; b t t .en 
iff erent ,el , t1 er 1 i_ • ! 

{I/L. ({ H,t 
t, ·th .. . . iaci:.er<- . .' for to-
te. o I loc,. . /\ 

ou_ s , 

.... 1anue 1 . ur.1 n 

MURRAY HILL 2..06~4 
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. lbri t}lt 
11 lver 1 ty 

Dear oteaaor Albr1.,. ts 

e 2 • 1944 

I am eorry o ha'Ye delayed 10 lon reply in to your 
letter ot c 1 t. I s tndi d or iile. 

It ., r k1.nd f you ··o a . o ho t al-
• tine and I l to he t t i• not 11 info ed 
o th wbj ot but al o ''o nr inded." 

A.bout • Lowden 11 • you may be t t t he is ore 
of propl et han a praot c l t t n. r ca I p se j d -
ent on hi• c nt1f1c qua ific t1 xoept to e.y t t I h d 

heard him apo n of Tery h1 ,hly in hat & t1at it 
may, I ru cure y u ill be tnter te th t the ri, -
tion an power project ,tob h l e in s e boo 
u.nd r th head of Jordan V lley Author t1 hs.1 been 11ade the 
object of c etul cientific tudy b ou of r can en-
gineer• of un e tioned co petence. The n in r n atudi a 
hav be_ in on for y ar both bere d 1n l et1 • and 
th tent tiv eonolu11on d t n t l 

On the subject of 1 1 ation vereu.e co~nwe 1th, I 
find 1 t diff1cul to e 1th you, 1f yo 1 that should 

1•• up th pro :1 of br1M:ln bout as tion, Je ish 
m jority • lf- ,ov rnin nwea th. or rather tr de it in 
in r turn for tome "11 ited i att n.,. I th1.nk th t thia line 
of f 1.1 • to t ' o account ol 1 l . ti . As 
you know, th Zionist did not reae the Jewle st te or co on-
•• lt pro&r tor t nty y ar,, w ile the nd to a b 1ng d-
miniatered in a halfway tolerable manner. or twenty year I we 
content dour el ea \th the" oder te" t J• of urogr which 
you are nidently adTocat ng now, but w1.th the result that after 
auocea11Te retreat• under Arb pre1sur • th r1.t:1. Government 
fin lly collapeed and 1.asued t White Paper. 

A 11 ited 1 ·1,ration prel'Wilably would be one which would 
obv1 te the "dan r" that the Jew• 1 ht eventual y pr onder te 
numerically nd must lead in th nd to the riae of anAr h atat• 

1th a Jewi1 inority; or it will be aaible to deny ••lf-
'OYernment permanently or for long eriod of ti~•. Clearly 
Pale tine will have to be 1.n th end • ther a _predom1.nantly Arab 
1tat or a predominan\ly Jewiah one. The 1•au• has to b met. 



- 2 -

Profea r • n. . Albr1 .~ht I re. 2s, 1944 

To settle for li1 ited J wiah 1 n\grat\o· mean n f!ect to ettle 
it easenti ly i n ! :vor o! Arab de da e.n •~ainst Je \sh iratione. 

It ahoul b born i n 1111 t th b c , 11 stion, 
whether or not th Jewa 3l"e e ti tl&d io b co a o::.-1 t y and build up 

Je iali co ..10n 1th an'lwered in th affirr:lati ff, the ound i • 
r moyed for dem ndin.,. e en liraite iur:1 . at1on. ofea o itti. and 
. r. ·a1ouf de t . e i.nt au.1.te c e ly t the Con~ee 1. nal hearings 
by po\nt1.n ut that Pal stine ha reaclv ade a v ry neroue con-
tribut1.on towards th solution o! th ref'\1 ;)ee rob le by dJ:11 tt1ng as 
many r ~~• ag 1 oth r cou tri p t to _,ether. h:ruld Pal-

at i n be xpeo ted to a.b~1rb • ttn;, . or thoiJ ~a nd ? ~y, nd.eed - unl••• 
on the . ound t at it 1 reooITT1i1ed a.a the Jewish homeland. It it ia 
the Je 1,h h~ eland, on h .t o nd abould i at1on ~r Jew \o their 
no eland b 11 ui teu? It, i • d f'!icul t to fi~1d a ciddle 1 ti n. It 1 e 
not rely lo . c dilemma but a Politte lone. Th Arb• ould re-
ei. t any sub tan.ti Jewilh i 1. at1on. Such it:u:ii !r tion can be had 
only over .Arab prote \ d r-,s\at nee. I it w rthwhile hav:tn.,. a long 
drawn out battle hich will last for many year• rather than to eke a 
cl~ -cut deei ion that t Jew• are o- m1 into al etine a$ of right 
into their homeland nd they are entitled to th tone corner ot 
the orl~. t heir o t 

f ~1• rany be 11 0:r:tre1 i " b1t t e tern, tive, I am_fir ly co -
vtno d, 1& the OpPoli t :r:t e n1. mi t ultimate tub~ of' a 
Je 1 h mi or ty .. n al" t :lne to i, 1 o y dooinant Arab jorft-y, 

nd th t iB ro~ect - I fr n· y do not relish. 

F 1.thfully. or, 
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llr. Elnanuel eumann, 
521 Fifth Avenue. 
Re Yori' City 

y de r aP...nuel: 

April 5, 1944 

The list of the Pr~AA Committee ,hieb you aubmttted 
to me ie ent1 ely tiefactory. I o 1ld sugv.~ t 
th t you add the name of Yr. einb rg, c er of The 
_ ar, etc. Perbs: s, also, r. Richards. It ight 
not be a bad idea to ask r. LA.ndau to erve on the 
Committee and r. ontor. 

The import nt thin ts to orgRnize 1n,med1ately, and 
I uld eu~est that a meetinl'.?: ; e ca led ithcut 
further delay. The Pro~ram CO ittee baa made 
certain recommendation on h1oh the press Committee 
should aot. 

·1th all good ishee for a very happy Peeach, I remain 

lloat cordial 1 y yours, 

AH : mt bb Hillel Silver 



Yr. &ianuel Neumann 
749 Jest End Ave. 
Ne·N York, B.Y. 

y . er bnuelt 

April 7 _944 

H • lin and iert.heim of the .t'oale Zion 
' ave asked me for an advance c ndensod stJt&oent 
of t:e address which lam to delivar Sunday ni ht 

t t heir Third Seder. I'd like you t o look over 
t1e enclosed. Make whtLt~ver changes yo feel need 
be made and see t .. t 1 t reaches Hamlin &nd Wert."1eim 
sometime on Satur. ay so thQ,t they can n· '-<:o copies 
of it for the preas . 

i t.J.i all good • ishes , I ret1ain 

HS zBK 
Enc. 

• ost cordi ll yo rs, 
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Letter No, 39 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

521 FIFTH A VENUE 

ROOM 1903 

N EW YORK 17, N. Y. 

April 12, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2, 694 

We had another meeting of the Program Comnittee yesterday afternoon 
on which I can report as follows: 

1) Petition: It was decided to recommend that it is premature to undertake a 
Petition action at this time, though all technical planning should be carried 
on. 

2) Strategy Committee: The Committee adopted my proposal that we recommend 
that no action be taken on the matter at this time, particularly in view of 
the fact that the Program Committee has been requested to continue its work. 
This decision was adopted after some di acussion. in the course of which I was 
firmly supported by the representatives of Mizrachi and Poalei Zion as well 
as by Lipsky, who had been invited to sit in. Neither Mrs. Halprin nor 
Shulman were altogether happy about the decision but had to accept it more 
or less gracefully. It was also pointed out that the Co-Chairmen of the Ems- -
gency Council are, of course, entitled to consult with whomever they choose to 
consult with as their advisers without any formal action by the Council or the 
Executive. 

3) 'l'he Goldmann matter was not taken up for lack of time . 

.1fter the meeting Feuer, Shulman and I had an informal chat concern­
ing Wise;and Shulman pointed out that unless something is done to improve the 
situation, Wise is likely to see people and to make political moves on his own 
and further complicate the situation. I suggested that it be left to Feuer 
to consider the situation further. It strikes me that it would be very de­
sirable for you. Wise and Feuer to meet on occasion not to discuss the past 
but to exchange views on important current matters, as for example: 

a) What further steps, if ,my, should be taken vis-a-Tl the White Rouse; 
b) What steps can be taken in connection with the Dominion Conference; 
c) How should the problem of the Convention platforms be apProached. 

I would advise that you take the initiative personally or through 
Feuer to arrange for such a consultation and to continue to hold them from 
time to time. 

Shulman reported informally yesterday that he had spoken to Goldmann 
about the decision of our Oil Committee that he, Shulman, should join with 
Goldmann in i.nterviewing the President or Vice-President of the California 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver April 12, 1944 

Company but Goldmann declined on the ground that the apPointment bad been 
made for him personally. Shulman feels put out. I assured Shulman that 
if American Zionists presented a united front on the matter of Goldmann's 
independent activities he would bt down and accommodate himself; whereas 
if he sensed a division, he would take full advantage of it. Shulman 
agreed. I think by skillful handling we can get the entire Executive Com­
mittee to take a firm attitude; but again, you should not be put in the 
position of leading that fight. It should be led by Shulman, Lipsky, my­
self and others. 

I asked Lourie to make a minute of the oral report he got from 
Goldmann on his visit to McCloy, my purpose being that it should be read 
at the next meeting of our Executive Committee in the hope that there will 
be a healthy reaction from the members of the Committee • 

.A.s ever, 

Emanuel Neumann 

EN/M 



Letter No, 40 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear .Abba: 

Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 
N EW YORK 17, N. Y. 

April 13, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2~0694 

I understand that you may be coming out by plane to attend 
the meeting of the Administrative Council of the ZOA next Sunday. 
I hope you can. In the event that you do, I would 1 ike to suggest 
that it be arranged so that you will give a general reyiew and an 
analysis of the political factors in the political situation, includ­
ing the oil business, etc., and then have Feuer or Shapiro supplement 
it with a report giving some details of the public relations activi­
ties, etc. The point is that I think you should avoid going into such 
public relations activities in detail but keep your own remarks on a 
higher political plane. Otherwise the tendency will be for Goldmann 
to appear as the spokesman on Important political affairs while you 
will appear as a glorified Pu.bl ic Re lat ions Director. r "', 

' I " ..J 

At themeeting on Monday, the question regarding the political 
activity of the Jewish Agency in Washington will come up in two con­
nections -(a) the oil business (for instance, there will be a written 
report of the Committee in which this question will be touched on); 
(b) a Jewish .Army (I have asked Lourie to prepare a minute regarding 
Goldmann's interview with McCloy in order to make sure that this would 
come before the Committee even if Goldmann should fail to speak of it. . ' 

Again I would suggest that tlie remarks concerning Goldmann 1s 
activities should be made byj Lipsky, Wertheim, Shulman and myself 
rather than by you, who will be in the Ohair; and that you maintain a 
cool and objective attitude so that it willbe a case of the Committee vs. 
Goldmann rather than yourself vs. Goldmann. I will try to prime some of 
our people. 

As ever, 

ully yours, 

Emanuel Neumann 

EN/M 



Letter No, 41 
COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

April 20, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2, 694 

As you know, a World Conference of the World Jewish Congess 
is to talce place in New York the week of May 21st. It would have been 
appropriate for the leaders of the World Jewish Congress to consult the 
Emergency Council about this matter, if for no other purpose than to 
consider the practicability of utilizing the presence of all these people 
for the furtherance of the Zionist movement. In any case, it is not too 
late to take up the matter. Most of the delegates to the Conference will 
undoubtedly be Zionists. I would suggest that the Emergency Council, af­
ter discussion with the World Jewish Congress, arrange to have at least a 
one day Zionist Conference to which all the delegates would be invited. 
It should be devoted to reports, discussion and if possible the adoption 
of decisions or recommendations calculated to strengthen the Zionist move­
ment in the various countries represented. 

At such a Conference, you should present the principal report 
concerning Zionist political efforts. If you have no objection, I could 
discuss this idea in a preliminary way at the next meeting of the Program 
Committee on Monday afternoon, at which Nahum Goldmann will be present. 
Please advise me, preferably by wire. 

As ever, 

Emanuel Neumann 

P. s. Give me a Mazel Tove! I have just been informed that my daughter, 
Natanyah, has been elected to the Phi Beta Kappa. 

EN/M 
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I haft h ard from Abba S1lwr about the od tal he had 
w1 :,o at, lunch abou, wee • I ne dn't tell you how hap 7 t 
feel \ha\ you are lendi hi rour adYice and cooper tio in di1charg­
i the rr1fic reaponaibil t:, be baa undert n. 

Yin Lowenthal. 10 told bout h • conYere \ion w1\h 
yo o no rn1n!l!' artiol•• w ic re reprint• in the et cha n. 
O of tne • ya I ould l ~ t \al. \o you bit abou, my own wo~k. 

1 .r1t1n ial tt r, i.e., t.h• atti-
n b7 e1t.broo a\1 que1tio . I hann• t 

111 ticl 19lf bu\ not1o of oo nt on Pe~ler•• 
e by Dr. h•• ln the l•n ' - • that Pe ler'. 

a\u.ff w • pre\t7 b from our point d I r ally nry muoh 
worried ou\ hi~. 

ou e. w t • 11 ly to l ~ n 1 t followin & lot 
of Z on1 t1 d t,har Jew, will e in to• r ,ler w1 1e,ter1, 
10 lite and other, abu11n. • l r w:lll h n te 1 c l to 
•1 e 1n if I J him ar ht, he will no\ recede fro the po-
it on he I taken but r tb r continu and ~co mor confirr. and 
rha • mor Ti.rulent in 1• tt • on Zi ni n. or•o••r• the lln• 

wh1oh h t 1• eculia.rl ---rou• one tor u1 11.nc ha raiMe 
,he 1• • of rifi 1 erio aoldiera' 1 na to rotect a Jewilh 

1 1tin . 
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and the Zi nt1t1. I \hink ,i- onl7 ~ to aY01d 1 t 1a by barin IO -
one di 11 tter with hi pr T tel7 in a friendl7 wq and try to 
et h to 1&7 ott b1 r Ti •ome 11\econoepticn• fro h1a 1 ind. Do 
ou ;mow hi 11 •no h to handle hi.a? I , ink t 11 1 a \\er of 

ca l t 1 I 4o hope 7ou can do tb.1" for the •~ of the oauM. 

1 ai thtul ly your• , 

1 aw.el eUJDADn 

• • I •n4 a oopy ot \bi I le\ter to Sil ffr. 1h l• I haven't 
conwltecl h • I belien bl would a •• with . Do l•t hear troa 
you on thi1, pl ••• 
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LETTER NO, 42 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH A VENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

May 4, 1944 

I have attended the meeting at the office of Mark Eisner 
this morning. There were present Mr. Mark Eisner, Mr. Sa.mu.el 
Markowich, Irving Lipkovitz, Mr. Kagan, Mr. Montor, Mr. Hammer, ac­
countant of the JNF, and myself. 

At the outset there was a slight tiff between Montor and 
myself. He presented the matter to the lawyers in the form of a 
simple question whether or not the exemptibility of the UFA mc3¥ be 
jeopardized. I thereupon tried to amplify °'by explaining that the 
spirit of our UPA meeting was against mak:ing any radical changes or 
trying to raise a special political fund, if that can possibly be 
avoided. We therefore wanted advice and guidance which would indi­
cate how we might continue to make financial provision for the Emer­
gency Coi:mcil without any radical departure. Montor did not like it. 

,t1J. 
The spirit of~discussion was good. It was pointed out that 

the allocation to the Emergency Council was a small part of the total 
revenues of the UPA; moreover, only a very small part of the Council's 
budget was used directly in connection with the Resolution in Congress. 
It was also brought out that Congressional Resolutions a.re probably not 
to be regarded as "legislation" within the meaning of the statute af­
fecting tax exemption. The offhand opinion seemed to be that the ex­
emptibility of the UPA ought not to be adversely affected. However, 
it was agreed to assign four lawyers to study the various aspects of 
the question and to have another meeting in about a week. 

I am glad I was there because I think I helped to give the 
discussion the desired turn. 

Abe Goodman, who knows a great deal about tax matters from 
the practical point of view, though he is not a lawyer, was rather 
put out that he had not been appointed one of the representatlves of 
the Kel!n Hayesod, and is quite prepared to participate in these 
meetings. as a representative of the Emergency Council. I would 
strongly recommend that he be appointed together with Herman Shul~~•M _f 
It will probably be unnecessary for me to attend future meetings, ~ 
I have many other things on my hands. 

As ever, 

EN/M Emanue 1 N ewnann 
Cc: Harry Shapiro 
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• COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 

Dr. Abba Htllel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

May 4, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2...069·1 

1) Regarding our visit to the State Department: Do you think it would be 
appropriate for us to state that the late S8cretary Knox had informed us 
that action on the Reso~ution had to be postponed partly because of the 
oil question? If we could tnake that statement, it would be an excellent 
opening forus to ride in on with Secretary Hull. I would appreciate your 
giving me your view on this matter. 

2) Regarding our further propaganda: The rumored plan for a ten year 
period with 25,000 certificates a year may or may not be true. Whether 
it has been put forward or not, it is the kind of proposal which is bound 
to come up sooner or later. It is really a modified version of the White 
Paper. Therefore, it seems to me, it would be good policy first to bring 
this idea out ~to the open and then to attack it and demolish it if 
possible. The sooner we discuss such proposals and dispose of them, the 
better we will be protected against them later on. They can be exposed 
now for what they are, not at all as reasonable compromise proposals but 
as a continuation of the White Paper policy in essence. A d-\.scussion of 
such proposal could and should lead directly on to ex:plainin the neces­
sity for unrestricted immigration, a Jewish majority, etc. - I would 
therefore propose that arrangements be made to have this rumor brought 
into the open to be followed immediately by articles, editorials and 
speeches condemning it. If you have no objection to this course. please 
advise me and I will try to arrange the matter through our Press Depart­
ment, etc. 

3) I have repeatedly called attention to the date of May 17th, wh1ch is 
the fifth anniversary of the issuance of the White Paper. It is a good 
peg and we should make the most of it by way of: 

a) speeches on the floor of Congress; 
b) editorials; 
c) letters to the editors 

The speeches in Congress are particularly important. If we spring this 
story about the nroposed Ten Year Plan shortly before that date. the 
speeches in Congress can also deal with that. It is of the utmost im­
portance that we have some widespread publicity around that date, and 
there is no time to lose. Speeches have to be prepared, etc. I would 
suggest that you issue direct instructions to Shapiro and Feuer on this 
matter. I could thsicooperate with them. 



- 2 -

Dr. Abba H1llel Silver ! ay 4, 1944 

4) I. F. Stone of 11 The Nation" rang me up today, and l am enclosing 
for your information copies of letters I have written to him and to 
F 8uer. 

As ever, 

~fully yours, 

Emanuel Neumann 



Letter No, 44 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

May 5, 1944 

I have noted the telegram from London about A.gronsky. 

MURRAY HILL 2 694 

I do think he could be most useful to our work here, especially 
in small gatherings of newspaper people, correspondents, Foreign 
Policy Association groups, etc. We could send him through the 
country. 

If you agree with me, then the matter should be followed 
up and pressed. 

L4)ncerely, 

c..::::;___ r-1 ~ -0..I ()_ ---
Emaneul Neumann 

E/M r]~ ~~~ 
lvA;,. I~ v ry o/7-



Rabbi bba Hillel 'ilver 
The Temi)le, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dec;,.r Rab1.i Silver: 

.ay 8, 1944 

The 11embers of the , ctions Co ni ttee resi ent 
u.nd so,j ourning in thi.s country are 1 ·eti on a-' evening 
f,ay 15t , at 8 : 30 ? . m. in the Conference Room of the Erner e, c 
Council . 

ie vould ·re~tly a preci· e i if ro• could µ0s1ibly 
mana,e to uttend tris meeting ·n order to render a re)ort to tne 
members of the .hctions or:imittee on the l"ticu.l 1.1ctivities of tne 
~merJe cy Co cil . The reeti ~ is bein~ rranJed fort t evening 
to coincide with your pre ence in .1. e 1 '1.or , in order to CU:i.K.e it 
posvible for you t attend . 

. e trust yo 
us . 

ill ma.tee ever/ effort to be ', ith 

Cordi lly ours 

KURT i3LU ,IENFELD 
DR . Si ,.UEL • RODT 
1;1EIR uRJS~1,.AN 
B1.RUC ZUC ER; 



I 
J 
I 

• an el eumann 
itth venue 

• Y.. 

d r E uel a 

• 9, 1 4 

I rec i ved tod..... t ~1e .. clo ed l t ter. 
I do not ctl ~t re:>l., to ma e. r c urse 
I p t et 1 tlese entle en. Ho ever, 
I 11 ure t ' t I ,· t to rocogn z t em 
s an org n:zed ·nd 1 l bod to ,l m I, s c .ai 

of th ~xoc tlve Go eed ~ "'e.der • report" 
from t a to ti 1~ : • t! ·1 ti u d 

vi t. ... t1on ro t l T.o "'tand • ts 
eti s. I d t the 

a>oli ti "al c e be a 
of the ime ould li 
t h ar fr . 

IS:BK 
Enc. 

, it:1 11 good • is· es, 

ever our, 



CO PY 

E . JUEL NEU .1 

COMHI SSI0.1 01 PALESTINE SURVEYS 
521 FIFTH A VENUE 
Ia YO 

tlY 10, 1944 

I HAVE A LAST BEEN ABLE ID GET i PAY.NE OH TELEPHOHE 

• S 1-. CH r I EXPECT YOU ILL HE FRO HI. 

P 01 TLY REG DS 

ILLIAH D 

I 



I 

11aJ 11. 1944 

lea Dr. I. I. la~~ 
rr J : •uH~· l 

Ir. ~u L. h811 M14 ha\ M 1r&1 preparinc a • .,_ 
rand~- on t}Je l•ar laai. fhough be 4idn1 , aay ao, I ael'\lme4 thft 
1 - for \he f1M, J,ift. ant hEPM •4t tor•. 

I ban in \bl pa.a, Men tee41ng hi wi ,h t a and u.\erial 
but I think tbat le ll ~tar ought to b con id ca t10re aeriou ly 
now b7 \ha leNaroh _,_imant in o onJunc,1on with the Politioal 
S .: t T . • Lourie, 1 order to det re .ue w. • fur ther 4 teri 
mi ' be p1Me4 t hl1 41.epoaal. 

ti. o\her cla7 bl uD4 • fer~ oep7 of Paal hodllan'• 'beok 
o the J m. ah lJe.tiou.al Kous • whio have s n to 1r . 



\ 
I I 

Letter 1 o, 45 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH A VENUE 

ROOM 1903 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Teeiple 
Cleveland. Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

May 11. 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

I run returning t he letter you sent me. As I 
understand it, only two or three of the foreigners have 
s t anding i nvitations to attend meetings of the Emergency 
Council while the group is considerably large,a,. One of 
them at least, Meier Grossman, has been dropped from the 
Emergency Council, as you know. 

While t he Emergency has never decided to recog­
nize them as a legal body having any powers, it was de-
cided to recognize their natural and legitimate interest .:,.JJ .. "-~ 
to the extent of having a representative or representat i ves 
of the Emergency meet them from time to time in order to 
inform them of what is transpir i ng. I think it mi t;h tnot 
be a bad idea at all for you to give them some p icture of 
the vast amount of work that is being done by the Council 
through its various departments, including , of course, the 
political work - provided you do not find it too mu.ch of a 
strain or burden. These people represent, after all, a 
part of the public op inion of the Zionist movement and it 
is worthwhile occasionally to give them a little time, if 
uossible. 
-" 

EI~ / ,1 

(Enc.) 

Ema.nue 1 N euma.nn 



r Emanuel Neuaaann 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New York, J, .Y. 

y de · r ~uela 

liY 19, 1944 

It seems th t Israel oldstein 
is cuioker on t e tr1~-er t nan y ou. are. 

AHS:BI 
Enc. 

• ith all g od ishea I rem 1n 

oat cordiall yours, 



Lett er .LJo . 46 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 

Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH A VENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORI< 17, N. Y. 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
The rei.rple 
Cleveland, Oh o 

Dear Abba: 

. ay 25, 1 944 

MURRAY HILL 2..0694 

Our fr·end is nuic:<: on the tri .r;er but as a I.;atter of 

fact he released this iten on the very day t:'1at v:e taL:ed about 

the matter. You uay recall that hen ~hulman, Liusey and I ,ere 

in '7ashington and I spoke to you on the long di stance nhone , I 

sug.gested tnat a release be given out at once. Comin.r; from '7ash­

in0 to.n., the na.-,ers would undoubtedly }1ave Dlayed it un . Our 

nress denartrnent has, nerally speaking, not been featurint:; our 

political activities in '·ash·n..,ton. I do not blame them, parti.­

cularly because I thin!': we did not r1ave a clear-cut Dolicy wi.th 

re 6 ar to that. 

P'OOd deal 111ay of course be said about not nublici.zi.n 

noli tical convers-- tions. On the othe nan , we run the risk of 

le vi. g the impression with ou own !)eonle chat we are not suf­

ficiently active . I thiruc,for instance, th·t ~our and' ise's 

visit to ;:;,tettinius the other day should have been nromDtly 

nublicizec.. . 1"11e ris...r involved can oe ,. inir.1ized by a careful 

e • iting of the reoort. 

Tit regard to our oil activities, it is still not too 

late because the kind of th i:10 th ..... t we h ve in nina. can be suc­

cessfully publicized at any tune and the Yidd'sh and 1~lo-Jewish 

press will tilay it uu. I w·11 try to e ;: to .. anson and Isreeli 

about it tLis afternoo1. 

-- I . J. • 

T!lanuel -. eu.r:iann 



1 , l 

• 0 

le1 11 r 

I 

(dictated but not signed) 



! l!' • Er anue 1 ~_. eu na.m 
521 Fifth enue 
rew York , 1 e York 

Dear r . eumann: 

0 0 Y 

13 9 Inde ndence Blvd. 
Ch. Cc .g;,, Ill . 

June 3 , 1944 

In re ly to your letter of June 1st, I n sendin you a bi o t-:;ra hic a 
note . e 7 ardin r y ba.c ~ ound • n connect· on with the subj ct d • s-
cusse in my man.user· t , Jou may be interested to k now t at sL'lce 
1929, 1hen I entere the Oriental [nst· t t ov, I have ~ath red 
r aterial bout the .n.rab probler. s . I hav c • alized in Arab h i story , 
lan ?uat~e and literature, having receiv . in Arab n nilolo y . 

Int e years 1934-1937 hile resid1n i n est~ e , I tr·veled ex-
te . ively L e J.!e&.r 4a.sli (t11,.,.nt, Iraci, ria etc . ) . t that tie 
I nublisr..e a series of articles in t 11 • .. a:Bo er 11 c:..bout t hesubject . 
lso in the 11 Ha oar" I h•ve ublished several rticles bout the ~ear 
ast in connection with P~l sti e . I 1 enclosin ~ a brief i ntroduc­
io n to II Inside Pan- abi 11

• 

.. an i J ., ou for your int erest, and looki 
you soon , I a , 

for a.rd to heari 

.. / 

incerely yours, 

( s • gne ) • J . e i ner 

Dr. . . . J . teiner 

fror 



VI:, OF l I J t 

o ... n in Poland, 1905. Gradu· ted lassical .H.a:h chool • n 

Ler berg (Lv,ow) . tudied Oriental l guages and -nter 1 .tional Rel tions 

• t tle Universities of Vienna, Berl n and Lwo . Graduat d ¥ebr 

Peda o ical Instttute of Ler.1berg , ounded by Prof • . :oses c ~1orr. e-

ceive A • • • nd Ph.D. a~ tle University of LriO' • 

.)erved as vhief Ins~ructor of .:ebre Lan - e and L"ter ture , 

as well as associate director , at the -:ry1 .. nasiurn and Jun or Colle e 

11 1arbutn in :Brest -itovSK. (1929-1933). Instructor :Sible . raaaic, 

rabic c..L d Hebrew t t' e Junior olle6 e 11 •. ontefiore 11 , l'el- viv, P 1-

estine (1934-1937) . 

Literature at the e&ehers Instltute of 

lege, _ ic !7Q ( 1939-1944) . 

~ebrew Theolo ; ic 1 vol-

ublished various erticles in F.n:::,li h , ..zerman, ... olish, 

ebre·. nd Yidciish. 

_Q.Q,ks ~b li shed: 11 The ei ~n o Cali h 01 ar 11 (Po 1 i sh) 

11 oer. s o: sr odeus11 (~ebrew) 

IL -ore at ion: 11 Inside ran- r ab ia11 ( ~ li sh) 

11 Essc.ys in . 0 dern ¥ebre 1 .,· terature 11 ( obrew) 

11 i. thout Lessiah" (Hebre ) 

American citizen ; active n var· ous Je,is ... 1 or aniz t'tonal or:: ; 

public lee urer . 



Let t er Jo 47 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

• :bba Hillel Si.l ver 
The rempl e 
Cleveland , Qhio 

Dear bba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Juno 6, J 944 

MURRAY HILL 2, 694 

There was a reauest from Yabne, the Palestinian Pu.b­
l is: ing • ou se , for the pri vile .,e of publ i shin· Lowdermil.J:1 s 
000.:.: in Hebrew . I refer.ced it to ,1· ss Scrm tz , who has no rv 

sent rne the attac:ied 1 eino indicatin-; that t} e ebre ri ""hts 
have ·oee2 "Tante to t . e Has1201, er Hatzair I s daily ubl icat io . , 
11 - a1,1i sru. ar 11 • 

Thie is the first I hav h ard bout t h is arr· n e ent. 
I thou~ht you mi t be interested. 

erely .. ours , 

..:.ir. anue 1 ., eur ann 

Enc . ) 



Letter .1.,0 , 48 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr . bba .. illel il ver 
I'he .remple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

N EW YORJC 17, N. Y. 

June , 1944 

I er close :erewith CODY of a letter fror Dr . ~te·ner 

0 f Jnic~ ~o ' the au tl or of II Ii s i. e _pr n- rabia11 
, to-;e t1 er with 

MURRAY HILL 2 694 

& curricula vitae which h s nt 1 e . He is evi.dently cm. ne­

tent Oriental st and a thorouP"he-oino; Zi:,nist . Here is t~ e :L d 

of )er son we can use . I ai now 100 o for etti.n-"' his boo.1.: nub-

li shed with the least no ssible dela . I s} all re ss it with . 

Ber.:so:a and the ~blic tions vo1 . .J itiee and I o· e ill have "our 

b ckin in t: is .,.at ter . 

:S ·_ cerelJ ours , 

.. / ... 
( nc . ) 



• 

Letter lo . 49 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 
N EW YORK 17, N. Y. 

r . Abba Hillel 'ilver 
'he e1 .... le 
vlevelanci, Ohio 

De Abba: 

June 7, 1944 

I ~n enclosin~ galley nroofs of the article I 
wrote for the Contennorc...ry Jewi s ecord, due to annear 
··oout the 1 idule of tis .. onth. Have ou any cor 1ent? 
Ple·se return t .... ese alleys . 

--t-
(.h;nc.) 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 



r. Eaailuel ew...w~, 
521 Fifth ve ue 
Ne York 17 .Y. 

• e E nuela 

June 8, l 44 

I re urning t . t l 
.t our rticle, "Behind nd " r 

~lley roots or 
ol tions.• 

It 1 excelle. te t o 
introduction or solution 
. ich v r1 tAftr it & fr. 

I t 
on ally 
to oin 
e uati 
Home. I 
in the e 

v been a e 
ea in ur rticle. 

?er ape you c 
c eluding punc -lin to 

lso ~iire r 
ur rticle ... 

OS t C rdially, 

.d or t e 

} i)8ful 



COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM. 1903 
NEW YOIU' 17, N. Y. 

r . Abba Hillel ilver 
he emnle 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear bba: 

June 8, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2..0694 

11e Palestine .. eview,nublis1.1eu in Jerusa]ern, 
edi te by • lias E stein, is an excellent source of 
infor ation for the Zionists of the E.vrlish s eakin > 
orld. I hel~ed to ~et t.is uaper goin1 when I was 

in P st ine • nut into it, if I not :ii staH::en, 
about -iilOOO . (I was 11flusn• hen . ) stein hi.:' self 
is on the :vhole a Grou "moo.er 11 ·on· st . _·ev r-
theless, e stands for the oi t of view ofg:eneral 
Zi --- ism nuite defi • tely . 

I ai sendi O Jou one ssue of the .. ·per, 
r:)1 . III, .o . 11, !VI. ich as a leac..inc- article II wo 

Labour Voices 11 • You r.b..y find oth r 1 terial of in­
terest . Please return it to me for uy files wh n you 
are t.nrou~" .,.. I m J send yo·1. o ... e or two other IIUI ber s 
if I fi!ld they contain aterial ,hic.t may be of • nt r­
est to you . 

your c, 

--I.i anu 1 eu1: t.n1 



COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

5-21 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

June 9, 1944 

Mr. David E. Lilienthal, the distinguished Chairman 
of the Tennessee Valley Authority, will be on a visit in 
New York at the end of next week. He has kindly consented 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

to meet a group of friends interested in the possible applica­
tion of the TVA idea to Palestine. 

Accordingly I have the honor of inviting you to meet 
Mr. Lilienthal at an intimate luncheon meeting to be held on 
Friday, June 16th, at 12:30 o'clock at the Hotel Biltmore, 
East Room, 1st floor. At the request of our guest, the group 
will be limited to a &mall number and the proceedings will be 
private. 

It need hardly be said that there will be no solicita­
tion for tunds. The discussion will be devoted to the possi­
bilities tor large scale engineering works and development 
projects in Palestine. 

Will you kindly advise me promptly whether we may have 
the pleasure of your attendance at this luncheon? 

Very sincerely yours, 

[~ 
:Emanuel Neumann 

EN/M 



1 tter .o • .Jl 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

_ abbi bba .:illel ::Si.lver 
be 1ie1rmle 

Cleveland, Ohio 

ear bba: 

June l ., 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

I ai. enc 1 o s; nt:, advance co y o .f ar G i c 1 e 
by .!!iliahu Ee_ -.~ori , 11 abin Oil &nd American 
ImperiaJisll'' , to au-pear in .nrper's J!a·aziJ.e . 

I wo ,1d su .... •·est t 1.... ., ou ss it o. to 
.:)hapiro ·,,:-!en .rou ar t.1rou~;n wit it . 

Emanu 1 .,·. eu. .:ann 

., . / .. 
C-nc . ) 



. Emanuel eumann 
521 Fifth Avenue 
Ne York, N.Y. 

M:-t dear anuela 

June 15, l 44 

• Strelsin, i th • h I bad a eonvers tion in 
? ew York last eek, is • re a.red to come on or 
with us rovidin~ we h v something or importance for 1m 
to do. I found im. till consider bl:r o inion ted~ • re ed. 
1th his o 1 port.ance and ttilkin "the big politics line• 

or the Revisionists. But I persuaded t he is r , 
to ork in a di cipllntd 9.IUler with us. I do not mow 
his inter sts a.nd th refore ~ot t hink of &nJ s~ecific 
job for im. Can you r c end so ethin for him? 
iould he do ell in connection • t the io ;>roj ect 
hich ·e are considering? Or on a c ittee to contact 

t he Governm nts in .1.:1.AJ..r.e ( the ct1 vity o ce h ed and 
beh ded rs . lprin). 

ith 11 o .1 h .s, I re in 

Ver cordially ours , 

AHStBK 



Letter .o . 54 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

r . Abba ::illel 'il ver 
rr!e :1e. le 
\llevela:10., 0 io 

Dear Abba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 
N EW YORK 17, N. Y. 

June 16 , 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2, 694 

L r.y Fr~e~.lorld 2rticle, 11 rab Ali.o--nr1ents in the Leur =[->St 11 , 
sub seouently renrinted in panrnhlet for!.l, I put forwar t · e SUP-; stj on 
of c "'Jnited ... ations vouncil for tlie _Jear Rast . I eX?resse the ScJ;J.e 
idea in a pai.r'")r.let on ..£_ono :iic .rle,.;ionc.: 1 i i ~ t. e _ .~ear--:;.,ast, r,:.ic1 •. s 
-oublished as an arcicle and in "9aL•1"0:.1et forr1 in 1943. Our ovm uubl;ca­
tion, Ftlest;ne, reprod.1.1.ced oue ~ara Ta::_): s fro1:i. uy first nai. • et on 
tnis subject . 

~o t1ereafter I heard fro1.1 ·.r . ... ayrond Leslie Buell, who 
bee Je i.1 terestea. in tie id.e ..... , which e .; scusseu. :it' various ) rso.ns, 
i cludL O l.iord .iclifr x. He ·1as no pre1Jc.ref l::: m .iorandw~ of o "0 es 
on r·erican Policy towards the .ear :E st, in u1i.c;. he dvocc.tes tie idea 
of .1..ear t..ast Council and c..evelons it i! so. e detail . ACcorclinrr to his 
plan , the Great 1Jowers s· ould ·ive un i.eir S'1ecial and i.1.c.i v· d r re-
ro ·~atives wid s-)heres of influence in the _:e,~ ..t.ast, mer dn their in­
terests i:! c... Cou.cil on y_1ich he nro-,oses Britain, 1Jssie, unit,c. ta.t e s, 
011.ina, r,.no. event-ially I val· a'"1.d France, sho·1ld. be re0resented. r:ihis 
Oouncil ,1oula. nave ~ on-' · i -cs fw1ctio 1s tne foJJ.o~ .:.n ,: 

1) ~.rin•ain order and stab'lity in tie :i~enr East t hrou--:h ~nitecl. ti:)ns' 
forces o the not; 

'") .rake ov r fro11 Bri ta·n and _ra11ce the sneci -1 ri"'hts '!1 ic11 t' ey 1 ave 
in var ·. ous cou-' tri s in t1 e -~ear ~ ast; 

.:>) Protect ·i:;" .e i.nterests of t ... e Jewish .. c:ti~nal :ro,1e; 
~) ·ria'"e over and &:itnister t}e for.er Ita ia.. colonies· d ossessions 

• .1 ti at re, ion; 
) lor- out U1itea. _,._tions nolici.es ·ith res· ct to 0·1 ana. other nuturc:.l 

resources ; 
6) ,xvel assi Su' ce to tl e Jeonles , d 

!.r . :Suell i. Ge 1 s to circulate his rrievorandum CJ.ion· a nm. ber of 
person influential in S.L a in :; A! .. ericv...Vl noli tici.l t.1ou ..,.'1t . 

I ·iave ut for,·ard rn.y own su =-estions entativelv and on rnv own 
responsibility , ,:.ri no ornosi ion as e ressJd t,O tlP:.1 on ~e "!')art of 
eiti.1er t:e ~ner:,ency Cor .littee or individual ionists . _;evertLeless , now 
th t t"he idea is b gi!1nin • to be aa.vo cat ea. o ot11er s , it Lt y be ,ell to 
: ave ...... e 1:i.atter CJ 1sidered by tne ...iI ere;enc Council or i-cs 7>ecutive C'.)1 -
I.it ee, DOS'""ibly next .o etc:.... ?ersor. 11 r I ar.1 ctill i cl ·ned to favor 
ti.is idea c.C"' c:.. cans ructive 0ro'":lo ~-1 ·but I do thix ... ~ ou.t:•ht to cry to 
• riv ~t m officiL.l att; -c.a.e if -oossible . 

Gi!.1cerel' vours, 

' .0 U,JJ. 0 t2_ 



Le liter J.,O . 3 
MURRAY HILL 2..0694 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Dr . ~bb .illel ·lv r 
he ' ,eir11)le 

OleveJ.ar..d. , 0 nio 

Dear Abba: 

Ju.e 6, 1S44 

:::;huluun still feels, n I am inclined. to a1::-ree 
with hi· 1, t. at soueone our:1 t l;o t al.r~ with • ra1 ce l urra r,, 
on one preGext or anothe~ for t1e ~urpose of tryin~ to 
fer et 011t any a.ua.itional information tLrt \'8 r.1ihht ,et 
r ega .... din_; ideas encertained in LondoJ.1, pc.rticularly 
whether or not they have been tte.lkin • ·) tition , and if 
so, wh· t kind of partition. In o the ords , we our,· .. t to 
try to piece to ·ether a 1')ict r f o .. bi ts of in ~or tion 
we may c;lean from various sour s . n exc1., se for eein 
: .. urray rlill not 1)e hard to fir d. 

I do hone you have succeeded • n de terri.111; our 
frien s in t•1e Senate fro .1 soin.,. to the State Denart: ent 
on the uestion of ·1erican ri"'hts under the 1anda e . 
Unless this step is carefully t:ou·ht out we are 1 · :-ely 
to ~et a }1arrnful nrono ncement ; us I u .. der stand t: e 
meri.can Je ish vo:.1:.:littee ha.s a1ready received an unsatis­

fact')ry ans er . If anyt: in,., , we snould uerha s reciuest 
the i:)to.te Jen· rtnent not to ta:e any 'rlosition n t}15.s 
cmestion 'Jenn.in,; our clarifyin.· the w} ole sub,ject ·w · th 
t_,e .. 1. Ever y tine they 1 al:e a stater.,ent li'i:e the one me.de 
i·1 l 9:.S8 , it merely serves to crystal ize and confi:.rr the 
• o si tion they have ta:--en that . erica h· s no ri ~ht to 
intervene . 

erely yours , 

1 .1.'em an ... 



Letter Ot 54 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
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5·21 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Dr . Abba -rill el il ver 
he .:.·e1,1pl e 

Clevelan , Ohio 

Dear bba: 

J, ne 19 , 194 

I have your letter of the 15th rei?."ardin 
... r . ·trelsin. He is essentially a businessman and 
a sue ce ssful one . It therefore seems to me t: t he 
could be ost helnf'ul by tryin_:; to win the sunnort 

MlJUAY HILL 2-0694 

of bi business , .r ic is extr e ely i1,roortant . .one 
of the 0 rouns with which we h ve be n worl:i.ng, inmor­
te.nt as they are, are more nf u ti 1 t'1an or,anized 
business , the United S ates Chai b r of Col.ll1erce , the 
:.atione.l ssoci&tion of . anufact ers, etc . If i e can 
hel sell then our idea, it "'il 1 b a valut ble contri­
bution. 

For the Goverrnnents in Exile , he is hardly t .e 
an . 

s ev r , 

yours , 

'Cmanuel 1. emaann 

, ... /.,. 
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Administrative Office 

Dr • .A.bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear .A.bba: 

5·21 FIFTH AVENUE 

RooM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

June 22, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

The little 1crieia" over the radio program shows that the 
"little foxes• are still at work but with decreasing effectiveness. 
You know, of course, what happened at the meeting of the UP.A. where 
I understand Montor got quite a drubbing from our friends, particu­
larly Wertheim, and Wise defended the position of the lmergency 
Council. I was glad to note generally a greatly improved attitude 
on the part of Wise towards you. I could tell that even by his change 
of attitude towarde me. I gu.ess he haa made up his mind, at least for 
the time being, that you are boaa and that it ia beat to cooperate. 
I hope this ia the beginning of a new relat ionahip in which Wise will 
stand by 1ou as we bad originally expected. 

The success of the Lowdermilk book ia astonishing. I am en­
closing copy of a letter from Dr. !ydelotte, President of the Institute 
for .ldvanced Stud1 at Princeton, in which he 881'8 that he considera the 
book •the moat impreasive juatificationof Zionism I have ever seen." 
There are many other mch letters, including one from William Draper Lewis, 
former Dean of the Law School of Pennsylvania University, and the founder 
of the American Law Institute, in which he aqs: "It gave me a great deal 
of information which I did not have and unquestionably will infiuence my 
Judgment, aa it doubtless will the judgment of m8J1Y others, in respect to 
one of the moat important problems of the Bear East. 1 

- I hope we can do 
an equall1 effective promotion Job with Friedrich'• book which ia about 
to cone out. 

I have been utterly unable to find the time to write the pamphlet 
on the Commonweal th, though I have aaaembled all the material that I need 
for the purpose. I hope to leave for a vacation some time next week and 
to do a little cheating by devoting part of my vacation to writing the 
pamphlet, provided ran doean' t catch me at 1 t. 

It has ccurred to me that 1 t might be useful to have four or 
five of my articlea and pamphleta put out as a little book in the fall, 
under the title •Palestine and the liear last.• I would include the 
following: 

1) Al.ignmenta in the lear last; 
2) lconomic Regionalia in the Near East; 
~) Letters to an Bngliah lriend; 
4) Z ioniam and the Arab World; 
5) The case !or a Jewiah Connonwealth (or whatever other title may be given it) 
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I belieye it~ be useful but in any case my vanity 
rather craves it. Would it be too much to expect a little help 
from the lmergency Council in the publication of such a collec­
tion? 

EI/M 
(Inc.) 

.la eyer, 

J'ai thfully your a, 

f~ 
Emanuel leumann 
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The femple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

5·21 FIFTH AVENUE 

RooM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

June 26, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

I had a long visit from Dan Frisch of Indianapolis Saturday 
eTening, which waa devoted almost entirely to a discussion of tbe po­
litical situation in the ZO.A., your leadership of the Emergency Council, 
and your relationship to the ZOA. 

! am quite convinced that Jrisch 11 anxious to strengthen your 
position both on objective Zionist grounds and from the point of Tiew of 
his own interest. He tella me that the group in control of the ZO.A. is 
definitely divided as regarda youraelf. One part, which includes of 
course Bouk:atein and his friends and ia headed by Heller, continues to 
be intransigent, while the other refuses to go along.w-cit.. ~ . 

Heller 11 definitely out to 1ecure the Presidency of the ZOA 
for himself next year, and for that reason wi shes al.so to retain the 
Chairmanship of the Administrative Council during the year 1944-45. 
Some of the people are opposed to him in both positions and there ie a 
growing desire on their part to be associated with you rather than with 
Heller. Goldstein, he tell• me, haa steadily refused to be drawn into 
an extreme position as regards yourself. I suppose he is thinking ahead 
and since he cannot very well expect a third term, he has not a suffi­
ciently real intereat to fight you and pull others chestnuts out of the 
fire. Frisch feel• that if, for lack of a.rq other atrong candidate, 
Heller ehould get the Presidency next year and is thus to be in a reall7 
controlling position, he will make things most difficult for you and the 
Emergency Council. 

Quite obviously, lrisch is aiming to establish a coalition 
'tilth you which ahall be in full control of the ZO.A., and accordingly feels 
that eertain things will need to be done at thi • convention to pave the 
w,q and prepare for the future. 

It was a strictly private and confidential talk and he stipu­
lated that I should not report any part of it to a aoul excepting your­
self, and that you and I should obaerTe this confidence. He firat thought 
that he would arrange to aee you in the next few days (he is, as you 
probably know, Chairman of the Convention Committee), but upon reflection 
he thought it might be better that he should di1cu1a matters wjth me and 
I w1 th you. I hope we will have an oppor tuni t7 to do so but in the mean­
time I am reportio« to you on our conTereation ..t"general outline. 
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I have made arrangements with llargoahea, who plans to 
write a aeries of articl,t' He will aubmi t on Mond~ or '?need~ 
outlines of some of them. 

I am keeping my fingers crossed with regard to the Re­
publican platform. 

As ever. 

Emanuel leumann 

P. s. As matters now stand, I plan to leave for the country lri~ 
morning. I have something of a guilty feeling about going 
away but I really need the change very badly and believe I 
will be fresher and more useful when I return and better 
equipped fo~trenuoua d~• wh1ch1I th1nk11ie ahead. 

EN/M 
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MllfQR.t.NDUM 

to, Mr. Han7 Shapiro 
rroa, lmanu•l lttumann 

June 26, 1944 

I ban Ju•t reoe1T•4 a letter from a non-Jewiah engineer 
in Qonnment eerT1••• who• office 11 in Chioaco and who hat been 
Ueou••lnc Pale,\ine with Tariou1 group• of people beoauN be baa 
a tri•n~ inten1t in the subjeot. I • a,\aohing an emerpt from 
hia le\ter, d.eecribi~ ihe \ypea of que1tion1 •that •ni to botbar 
moat ot \hem." 

~1• 11 of intere1t from the point of yiew of our e4uca­
t1onal pl;'opaganda. More than ihai, 1 t rai•• ono• more• at leaat 
in rq mind. ,be que1tion of our. getting ar\lol•• into .American maga­
sin.ea u .. 11 ~ claily mwapaper1. •• baa not y t taalcled th11 
proil• eeriouely. What ne•4• io be done, I think, i• io get eo•one 
whoN ohiet or ••luaiT• 4ilty 1 t ahoul4 'b to 1t0rk out a rogr an4 
••• to l\1 im.plementation. He would c 11 to ther a numbeJ' of per10n1 
and wi\h their ad.Tio• ir1 to work out 11 ta of topic1 and alto li1ta 
of po11ibl• author• for such article,. reapectifl author• 1boul4 
be induoe<1 to writ• IUCh article,, ha.Tin certain ~•in•• 1n ind. 
Gin ti. righ1 kind ot au,hor1 and the right approaoh for each article, 
1 \ ahould no\ t,e impo 111 bl• to get a good number ot them publ 1 ahecl. 
!he taot \hai Aks1a and Beb-Hor1n got ••veral article, publ 11-4 in 
...,er•• ..... \o proY• it. At lea1t a 4-termined effort ebould be 
ma4e in th11 direo\ion. The Tarioua writers 1houlcl, of coux-.. , be 
aupplied 'bf our Ke1earoh Department with tirat rate, inter sting 
material, and. beyond. ,ha, they 11111t be gtnn 1N.ge•tion• regar41ng 
the oontent and: 41reo\ion ot the artiol••• I know it 1 • •••l•r to 
pu, f or'WIIZ" tu0b idea• than to O&ff7 ,11em oul. but I am otf'erin '1lem 
Ju•t '11• same . 
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In regard to your que1tion about th• reao\ion of 
people w1 th whom I h&Te diacu.1Md the Paleatine 1tudie1. 
Quea\iona that ••m \o 'bother mo ■t of them area Doea th• mon­
men\ han th support of a maJori\y ot re1pon1ibl• Jewilh 
people? Thia qu.e1t1on atema from the variou1 magaine and 
new9i,aper art1ol•• wri \ten on the w.bject recently. Som• ot 
\hem you know indiott• that opinion i • di Tided on whether the 
eata'blitbment of a Na\ional Jewilh Bome in Pala1i1ne 1• actu.al.17 
desirable, even it at\a1nable. Another question 1ei !o wha, ex­
tent will Jew, in general. 4ea1re to ae\tle in Paleatine at,ar 
the war, when 1 t can be reasonably expected they will haTe an 
opportunit1 to return to the countrl•• from which they art now 
excluded, and •••1•t with the rebu11d1ng task. .bother qu.eetion 
1a: Oould not a auitable loo tion be found for large ooloni1a­
iion proJeot il·h•r• 'bo\b the pqli \ioal ~4 eeonomie problem, 
mil};hi be mor eaaUy aolved? It ha• b en ~•ted to me in 
,hie connect on t t several pla.oe1 i ortb Afric , or perhap1 
in Poland or Geri itselt, m~ht e eider d . 

. . . . . . . 



COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
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July 7, 1944 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
CleTeland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

At Mr. Neumann' a request, I am sending you 
the enclosed article, Rescue Program versus Political 
Strategy. It is planned to publish this article in 
the Contemporary Jewish Record together with Mr. 
Neumann's article. Mr. Neumann. has therefore withdrawn 
his article. unless they permit him to revise it to 
constitute an answer and a counter-attack. 

Will you please return the enclosed article 
to Mr. Neumann when you are through with it. 

M/ 
(Enc.) 

Sec. to Mr. Neumann 
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confi tion or a Jelief . ich I • ve lon he , of 
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Zi nis, d tint e c se of conflict of lo lties, ey 
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I ent ti ornin to ' . d r • . r nson • 

• 1th all ood he , I re in 

Ver cordi lly yo a, 

• S: B .. 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
01 v land, Ohio 

Dear .A.bba: 
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ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

July 21. 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

As I have said over the phone, I feel, as you do, that the 
Palestine plank in the Democratic platform is a great achievement and 
another long step towards ultimate victory. I have only seen the New 
York Times, which quotes a brief comment by Wise, which is natural 
because it is part of the story coming out of Chicago. The Jewish 
~orning Journal and the Dax quote your statement, the former in full. 

While up in the country, I naturally thought a great deal about 
our affairs. It seemed to me that we ought to plan our activities for 
the next few months in two main categories: (1) the immediate political 
goal: a clear-cut declaration of policy by the .American and British Gov­
ernments; (2) the clarification of ideas and preparation of plans going 
beyond a political pronouncement and looking towards implementation. 

As to the first, we are pretty well set on our course, which 
involves discussions with Stettinius and Roosevelt, the passage of the 
Congressional Resolutions, etc. What is needed is to plan for an inten­
sive public campaign starting about the end of August and continuing 
through September and October. We will have to chec up on our various 
plans and projects in that connection and see to it that we have enough 
forces mobilized, and plenty of ammunition and equipment. It would be 
well if someone were to lay out the whol plan of car.ipaign and reduce it 
to writing so that we have a sort of chart in front of us to which we 
can refer frequently and make sure that nothing is overlooked. 

'Ne have a right to feel moderately optimistic about achieving 
our immediate political objective - a favorable pronouncement on policy. 
But that very circumstance imposes on us new and further responsibilities. 
The great trouble after the last war was that the efforts of our lea er­
ship were concentrated so largely on gaining such an immediate political 
victory that they failed to supplement their efforts in the direction of 
implementation. They did something in that direction but by far not 
enough, with almost fatal results. The first few years, the years of 
golden opportunity immediately following the Balfour Declaration, were 
largely wasted from that point of view; and,orces of opposition which 
had suffered a political defeat were given time and opportunity to re­
form their lines and begin their systematic efforts to sabotage the 
Balfour Declaration in practice. 

' 
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Drawing on the experience of the past, I therefore feel that 
we may run a similar danger now if we limit our thinking to the immediate 
objective and fail to go beyond it. We mey in that case achieve a formula 
but not its realization. 

I know I am posing an extremely difficult problem to which I 
don't pretend to have all the answers, but one thing I am sure of and it 
is this: that the first step tovards impl mentation is clarification of our 
own views and conceptions on that question. We ought to have our own plan 
clearly in mind - as clear as we can make them. We ought to kno and 
visualize what concrete steps will need to be taken if the political pro­
nouncement we are now aiming at is to have substance and reality. 

The two aspects moreoerver are not separate and unrelated but are 
ver closely connected. The steps which ill have to be envisag~q._..towards 
imJ;lementation will be not merely economic and administrative but~itical 
in character. It will therefore be necessary to make sure that the Presi­
dent and the State Department will be made fully aware of the practical 
implications of a pro-Zionist declaration and be prepared to proceed from 
that point onward to the succeeding steps. 

I think you may be te pted to feel that the problems to hich I 
am referring are not strictly within your province and that in faci g the , 
you are taking on ore than you have barga·ned for; but I earnestly hope 
that you will not yield to that tempt tion. 

In short, I feel tr at it is necessary without delay to have a 
planning group which will think out the problems involved and sub it them 
for discussion and action by the Emergency Council in due course. It must 
embrace all the major problems of post-war implementation, both economic 
and political, as an organic whole. It will of course be necessary to co­
ordinate our thi:nking and planning with similar activities by t.L_.., Jewish 
.Agency in London and Pal stine and to coordinate them also with the 
planning activities of the .American Jewish Conference and the World Je ish 
Con ess. 

So far as I can see, the only body, at least on this ~ide of the 
Atlantic, which has been studying the post-war problems eriously is th 
Institute of Jewish Affairs of the Jewish Congress, headed by Dr. Jacot 
Robinson. I have had some preliminary tal s with him and au inpressed with 
his grasp of some of the major problems, and particularly by his attitude 
that the problems of post-war rehabilitation of European Jewry and the 
probl m9 of Pal stine reconstruction are so int·mately r lated that they 
can only be dealt 1-,ith together. As he put it to me 11 The Jewish Agency 
ust become 1 in~erialistic' and put forward concrete and bold demands on 

behalf of the Jewish people, including the problems of restitution, immi­
gration, resettl ment, etc. 1 

. I ould therefore thi that it mey- be highly d sirable to have 
a / oint ,,eoordinating lC,ommittee, representing the Emergency Council on the 
one hand, and Dr. Robinson's group on the other . This may result in the 
formulation of a common progr' whic the r ican Je ish Conference may 
ultimately be led to sponsor. At the sruue time it would be necessary to 
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sit down with members of the Jewish Agency Exem tive abroad to find out 
wh t proposals they have in mind. To this end it may be necessay eith r 
to send one or two persons to London to hold a little conference there, or 
to insist upon some of our friends coming here for that purpose. One 
mistake we should not commit is that of assuming that the Jewish Agency 
Executive is all competent and all sufficient for all purposes . It is not ; 
and in any case we have no moral right to divest ourselves of responsibility. 
We must act as if we are actually, if not legally, part of the Jewish ency 
Executive, and if necessary, even take the lead or at least the initiative . 

The Emergency Council may not be quite ripe and mature for all of 
this but it can be led into this work by stages. The first step that I 
have suggested, the Joint Committee to coordinate our post-war plans and 
tentative proposals with those of the World Jewish Congress, can be accom­
plished easily, I think. When the Joint Cot1mittee cor:ies back ith a tenta­
tive program, further steps can be taken. 

I am writing youso that you may have an opportunity to give the 
matter a little thought before we meet again on Monday. I do hope that we 
can begin to take action along these lines without delay. Considering 
what I s happening in Europ , the war there may end suddenly and find us 
inadeQuately prepared. 

As ever, 

:fully yours, 

Emanuel Neumann 

E /M 
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nuel :rewnann 

The secretary of 1r. Ra . ~nd L. Buell, peaking 
to me on the telephone, said: 11 .r. B ell would like to kno 
Dr. Wise denounc d the Republic platform for a Jew is Cor:unon­

eal th and praised the Democratic plan for such a 0~1on alth. 
as th s blind partisanship, or as it ecause the Republican 

attacked Britain? 

.. r. e cal 1 d bac: and gav n expl"' ation 
rc5a.ding Dr. ise's statement. 

I 
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"TEXT OF STATE.-$NT BY .,m. E .~!'TTJEL NEUL;.NN° 

Mx. Chairman, La.dies und Gentlemen: 

Mo.y I, in the first ph ce • express my upprecia. tion of the courtesy 

oxtcndod to me und c.lso of the manner in which those hes.rings a.r0 conducted. 

I nm nn American of Jewish descent and huve boen interested in the 

Zionist movement since my youth. In 1932"1933 I served us~ member of the 

Executive of the Jovish Agency for Palestine and resided there for several 

yec.rs thereafter in u pri va to ca.puci ty. These seven or eight yea.rs spent on 

the spot huve helped me, I believe, to~ hotter understar.ding of the problem. 

In order to deal with the question under considerution v,ithin a short 

spuce of time, it is n0oessury, I think, to strip it so fur us possible of 

non•es sentiuls a.nd cut through to the h0a.rt nnd core of the mu.tter. The 

issue, whatever it~ complexities, cnn bo reduced to its essential elerr.entury 

terms. 

The co.se us between the Jews a.nd the Arfabs is in th0 nu turo of a.r~ 

international dispute submitted to the bur of public opinion. Actually it wns 

udjudicuted mur.y years ~gc, ~nd the Resolution we nrc considering is essonti~lly 

o. r00.ffirmn.tion of u judgment renderr3d in the pust. The co.se may b0 

considered under two hends: (1) Zionism r .. nd the ).rub world, nnd (2) the position 

of th9 Po.lestiniun Arabs. While the two a.spec ts ure re luted they a.re nev•Jr­

tholeas distinct. 

So fur ns the Arab world is concerr.ed - and by thut I moun for the 

moment the Arnbs of Southweutern Asia: Arnbio., Iro.q, Syrin, etc. - their ouse 

regarding Palestine is ensily stuted. Th0y cla.im Palestine a.s part of the 

Arnb domain, wniah Arnbs uro entitled to rule, nnd they assert thnt Pnlestine 

should hnve been includ0d in the Arab domain nnd should never have been 

promised to the Jews in nny form. They rest their claim chi~fly on rights of 
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poss0ssion, the record of the Arnb revolt in th1:J First World vrur and the 

promises allegedly mo.de to them at the time• 

From tho p0int of view of interno.tionnl law tho r0cord is by this 

time protty cleo.r, ho.ving been minutely studied and deP.lt with by mnny 

competent nuthoriti0s. I will uttompt to summarize it briefly. Historically, 

the Arabs had lost their sovareignty over nearly all of these lunds many 

centuries ago - in fuct, during the fiddle Ages. They hn.<l been overrun by 

successive invations and finally conquered by the Turks, ~nd tho countries 

in question ii·ere incorporo.ted in the Ottomo.n Empire and governed us such 

since the year 1617. The Arabs wer0 subjected to the uutocrntic rulo of the 

Turkish Sultans. They were steeped in poverty ur.d mis0ry. Their physica l 

as well as moral fibre wo.s affected. Their hopes for freedom and u brighter 

future depended upon the ul time.t0 co llapso of Turkish power and the dismen­

bermen t of the Ottomun Empiro. But there was little prospect of this being 

brought a.bout through the efforts of the Arabs themselves. They were too 

weak, too dispirited, disunited, lucking in leadership o.nd res ources. 

Their chunce came with the outbrenk of the First r/orld War, when 

Turkey took her plunge on the side of Germany, which brought her into conflict 

with Grea.t Brito.in, Fro.nee o.nd Russ io.. For the Ar~~bs it wns n historic 

opportunity. Even so it required a great effort on the part of the British 

and all their skill and diplomacy, ns well o.s the expendituro of k~rge sums 

of money, to induce the Aro.bs of tho Hojo.z in the interior of Arabia. to revolt 

under Hussein and Feisnl. And it took continued British effort, British lender­

ship nnd British money - moro tho.n $50 1 0001 000. of it - tc) keep tho revolt from 

collapsing after it wns stnrted. This revolt wo.s confirod to only a po.rt of 

the tribes in the .Aro.binn peninsula and some of the Trnnsjordanians; while 

other soctions of Arabia as well us the Arabs of Mesopotamia., Syriu und 

Palestine did not pnrticipo.te in it, but remo.ined largely pnssive. On the 
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other hnnd, many of them served i th tho Turkish armies fighting o.go.inst tho 

British. Authorities cHffcr ris t o the mili to.ry va.lue of tho revolt. Gerta.inly 

it ho.s often been exn.ggero.tod beyond o.11 proportion. 1~.'ho.tevcr n.ssistunco w~.s 

bivon by the tribesmen, who harried the Turkish flunk, unquestionably it wus 

British tro0ps und British Empire forcos who fought the muj c r cnmpuigns, defeeted 

the Turkish c.rmies and liberated o.11 these reeions. The cost in !3ri tish life 

nnd treasure was heavy, po.rticularly in !.esopotnmin. 

What would hn.ve happened in nn our lier nge under these circurnstunccs? 

Either the outright unnoxation of thesu countries, their ir-corporution in the 

British Empire or the estublishment of protectorutes on the old model~ But 

there wo.s a ne spirit a.broad, and new iden.s, which f0und. expression in 1 ils on•s 

Fourteen Points. The principle o f n~ti0nul self-d0terminuti0n ho.d be en enunci ted 

prim..".rily to hnsten tho disintegro.tion of the J\,ustro-Hungn.ri:.n Empire; but there 

wo.a u disposition to npply those principles ro nsonnb ly, nn d to tho extent possible 

ulso in the co.se o f the less developed countries of the Nenr Enst, which were 

n o t consid0red quito ripe f or self-r:overnmont. In thnt spirit, ne~otintion$ 

VJ0nt f or,Nnrd botwoen the reprosentntives of the British a.nd tho louders of the 

... \rc..b r0volt. These negc. tiL1.ti cns were complicr.tod by parullol nogotio.tions 

which we re r-oing on simultuneously nm.onf!: the Allied Pov1ers themsebres re go.rding 

their respecti~e sphe res of influence. But the British nnd Arnbs did rench 

o. certain understandine;. 

1Vhut w~s thut understnnding? In a nutshell it wus this: Tho Arabs 

wor0 to get independonce in Arabia proper, i.o. in tho Aro.biun peninsula, and 

they v•ere to :i;et scmi-indapende'P"lce ir. whnt is now Iraq nnd the interior of 

Syria.. Two small arens were definitely excluc.ed unc~0r tho terms of this uncer­

stnnding, two smull countries which were reserved because of specio.l circum,. 

stn.nc0s rm<l c0ns id0ro.tions. The first wns Lebnn on, with its importa.n t 
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Christian popul .tion, who hn.d bcwn oricnt0d toward Frunc3 as their trnditionul 

protoctor. The other wo.s Palestino, which was to bo set aside for Jewish 

rosettloment and the re constitution of tho Jewish Na. tiono.l Home. 

II 

Thu t, in substance, wo.s the Anglo-Aro.b unclersta.nding, the plan which 

they hoped to rut through C'.t the Pence Conference. The Arabs wer,J there nnd 

represented by fa delegation hor.ded by Feisul, workinfs eurnestly for the udopti-:-,n 

of this plun which go.v0 them 95% of all they hud cluimnd. Pursua.nt t ) this plan, 

Hussein was already recognizec ns King of th0 Hejuz in Arubia, whilo his son, 

Feiso.l, wns to reign in Dumuscus, ca.pital of Syria, and unother s0n, .Abdullah, 

wus to become King of Iraq subject to British guidnnce. Cncler the contornplnted 

nrr111.i.gem0nt the A.rubs hc~d the prospoct of in~epandcnce and ::rnmi-independence in 

a.11 those n.r (rn.s, nggroga.ting over 1 1 000 1 000 squr.re miles of torri tory o oreover, 

they ulso hnd the prospect of ulti~ute unity or confedorution through the 

circumstance tho.t these various countries would be ruled by members of tho sume 

fumily, the new dynusty of Hussein. It was from their point of view un ex­

cellent burga.in. Under the circumstn..~ces thoy considered it rens0nable nnd 

prudent not to press their claims with r0sp0ct to I6b~non and Pulestine, in view 

of British comnitmonts there. As the situation was summurized by tho Ruyal 

Commission: "If King Hussein nd the Emir Feiso.l secur . .3d their bi Arab St te 

they would concede little Po.lestino t u the Jews." 

Before v.nd during thG Peuco Confcronc0 Foisul ho.d nu1,1erous conferences 

with Dr. ·rreizmnnn nnd othor Zionist lenders e.nc. rope·,tedly pln.ced himself on 

record in support of Zionist aspirutions. Ind0ed tho Arnbs nnd Zionists pre­

sented u united front ut the Pence Confcronce, end they supported ona another 

reciprocally, o.s hud been a.greed between them. In the sight of the world by 

their words und uctions, the Arub spokesmen recognizud the validity of Jewish 

nntionnl uspirations with rognrd to Pulestine. 
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Hnd the Anglo-Arnb undorsta.nding boen fully curried out nt the tirre, the 

subsequent history of Arab-Jewish relations might hnve been different. Tho 

Arab-Jewish a.llio.nce established by Emir Feisul and Dr. ,..,eizmunn might ha.vo 

continued indefinitely. Unfortuna.tely, as it turned out, the Anglo-Arab under­

sta.nding wo.s not implemented nt one stroke~at the Peace Conference, but only in 

stages in successivo yenrs, after much ngita.tion and rioting in Syria. und Iraq, 

which hud their repercussion, a. lso in Palestine. In their resentment a.go.inst the 

European Powers the Arubs broke nlso with the Zionists. Step by stop, however, 

the Ara.bs o.ohieved alroost a.11 tha.t ho.d beon promised to them, n.nd in some respects 

even more. 

In April, 1920, the Supreme Council met a.t So.n Remo t o decide on the 

disposition of the Ottome.n Empire und the torms of the Turkish Pe~ce Tr00.ty. 

It uwo.rded t o France the Munda.te over Syrio. o.nd Lebanon, o.nd to Brituin Mc.ndutes 

over Irn.q nnd Po.lestine. The Ara.bs protested this o.rra.ngomen t, chiefly with 

respect to Syria., nnd Foisa.l hue himself proc la.imed King in Damascus, only to 

be driven out by the French. The reupon the British, in the following year, 

plncod Feisul upon the throne of Iraq, · while his brcther Abdullah, who turned up 

in Trnnsjordnn, wns recognizod us the ruling prince of thnt country. So fnr 

us Pulestine wns concerned, the terms of the Ba.lfour Declaration were incor­

porated in the Trea.ty of Sevres negotiated between Turkey and the Allied Powers. 

As is well known, the Ba.lfour Declarution, us subsoquently incorporated in the 

Mund~te for Palestine. wns reoo~ized and ncoepted by all the Allied Powers and 

indeed by fifty-two nations by the community of nntions. It hue become part of 

the fabric of internationnl lnw. 

In 1932 the British Mnndnte for Iruq was terclnatcd and repla.ced by n 

trenty of nllionce between Grent Britnin end the independent Kingdom of Iraq. 

Four years later, in 1936 1 n simila.r rlevelopment seemed imminent in Syrin, where 

the French Government negotintod with the Syriun Arabs for the termination of 
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the French .fandato and the r-ecogni ticn of indopendent Statos in Syria and 

L3ba.non, with treutios of alliance between them and France. This arrnngement 

failed of rutificution by the French Chnmbor of Deputies t the time. Re­

cently, however, during th0 prasent wnr, official d0clnr~tions h~ve been made, 

both on beh~lf of tho French ~nd the British, declnrntions which wore up­

proved by the Gov0rnmont of tho Unitod States, promising the independonco of 

th0se countrios in tho nuur future. 

In the net result, the dernocrncies hnve finally recognized virtually 

nll tho originul claims of Arub nntionnlis~ to Arab indepondonco with respect 

to Arabia, Iraq, Syria nnd Trnnsjordun" an ~ren covering about 11 2001 000 

squo.ro miles of territory ~d equi vnlent t0 the combined. nrens of Engl(1nd, 

France, Germuny, Itnly and Spuin - embrncing ull so-called Ara.b lands in 

Asin, nnd includir.g some non-Aru.b districts - with the sine;lo exception of 

Western Palestine, with its 10,000 squrre miles, constitutin~ less than 1% 

of the totnl o.ren. Even that urdent champion of tho Arub cnuse, the fnmous 

Lnwrenc8 of Aro.biu, declared yoc.rs ago that the promises made to the 1\rnbs 

ho.d boon fulfilled. and ttwe huve come out of the Arnb o.ffnir with clco.n hands 1" 

So far, th0n, us the Arn.b v·orld is concerned, it hc..s, substn.ntiully 

speflkinc, nchievod 99% of its gonl nnd given up moro thl1.n 1%. li.nd though it 

took years to nchiev0, the deal ho.s been on a highly sntisfact,Jry und profit­

able ono from th0ir point of view. f.,,11 in nll, the ArC'.bS were porha.ps tho 

greatest boneficinrios of o.llied victory in the First 1'"orlc. Wo.r, c0nsiderine; 

their very modest contribution t0wo.rd thnt victory. Perh~ps no other nation 

gninod so muoh in territory and independence for so littlo ns the ~rubs had 

contributed toward their own liberation. If todo.y they come forwnrd und 

rl3r.ow thoir clc.im to the inclusion of ?alestino in their vnst dornain, that 

clo.im is unwnrro.nted from every point of view. Uot only have other rights 

und interests intervened, not only hns Palestine o.dvo.nced a long wo.y in its 
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evolution a.s the Jewish Nationnl Homo, not only is there today o. more pressing 

need thnn ever for muinta.ining und developing thut Na.ti onal Homo, but wha.t is 

also pertinent ~nd relevant, there is no pressing neod which should a.ctuate the 

Arab Stutes to cemo.nd this ndditional strip of lo.nd. Their present domain is not 

only vo.st, but greutly uncerpopuluted. Tho combined population of all the Arab 

territories I ha.ve mentioned does not exceed 15 1 000,000. All of them could be 

comfortably nccornrnoda.ted in Iraq a.lone, if fully developed c.nd there would still 

be a.mple room for mnny more millions in the future. Actua.lly, the spa.rseness of 

population in tho Arab countries is one of their greatest problems, their greatest 

weakness and tho greatest source of dancer for their future security. The Arabs 

have not too little lund, but too much lnnd, und la.ck tho moans and the manpower 

to dovelop whet they have and to defend it. 

In o. po.per presented to the Roynl Asin Society in Erlf. lund in 1926, Jo.far 

rasha ul-Asko.ri, the Prime 1!.inister of Irn.q:, sta.tedi 1•The size of the country 

is 150,000,squure miles, about thrue timus that of Eng:la.nd nnd Y!o.les, while the 

population is only 3,0oo,ooo •••. 'lflhut Iruq vm.nts a.bove everything else is more 

population." A similar situnticn obtnins in Syria, where only one-sixth of the 

cultivable 1 nd is being cultiv~ted. For the Arab w,rld, thus richly endowed, 

to reo.ch out its hnnd nn<l strike ut the internuti0nul commitm0nts solemnly made 

with respoct to Palestine, with u view to its unnoxution ew.d its incorporation 

in the Arub <lama.in, is not only u breach of international l nw but o. co.so of 

incipient imperinlism, 

III 

I come now to the second part of our discussion: tho position of the 

fo.lostinia.n Ara.bs • Huro thu position tnken by their spokesmen is simple to 

the point of over-simplificntion. They ure there; they have been thero for 

centuries; they therefore have the rip-ht of ownership, ns it were, of sovereignty, 
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of domination. They contend thnt whotever Foisnl and the other Arab delegntes 

to the Pence Conference might hnve said or done by way of wo.iving Arab clo.ims 

to Palestine in favor of the Jews, they, the Arabs of Palestine, hnd not given 

their consent nnd were entitled to be musters of the land. 

But tho question is not so simple. Considereu as a group, tho people 

who inho.bi ted whut is now Palestine at the time of the World ~rnr were n ot o. 

no.tion, ha.d never been recognized as such und ho.d never exercised national 

s~vereignty over thut territory. In fact, there wus no such thing us Palestine, 

in the political sense. It v,us merely u geographical concept. , lhn.t is now 

Palestine is mo.de up of certain parts of the Turkish villnyots, or provinoos, 

of Beirut und Dumo.scus, and of the Snnjuk or district of Jorusuleme The in­

hubitnnts w0re lnrgely Arab spea.king, but of diversified und mixed origins. 

The majority were Moslems, with importnnt Christian and Jewish minoritios. 

They had LO sense of nutiono.lity us Palestinians, und such of them as wore 

Arab nationo.lists insisted that Po.lestino wa.s o.nd should r cmo.in Southern Syrio.. 

There wus no Palestiniun nation. 

Nor did the Arabs of Palestine help the Allies t o liberate the 

country us did Pnl0stini~n Jews, who enlistod in the famous J ~ ish bnttalions. 

They eithvr fought with the TUrks aguinst the British or deserted in lnr e 

numbers t o become prisoners of wnr, fed nnd sheltered by the British army. 

The Palestine we know today wns the creo.ti0n of the Peace Conference 

ond the Mundnte. Palestine wns constituted n.s n distinct c untry in its 

present frontiers, precisely because tho Allied powers, representing the 

democrn.tic world, did not intanr! to rru..,.ke it us o.nothor Aru.b Ste.t0. If thnt 

had been the intention, there wns no need or justific~tion for carving out 

this territory and sepa.rutin~ it from the surrounding cnuntry. On the oon­

trury, the Allied Nntions clenrly recognized thnt this smull country held n 

unique position - unique in mnny respects. It was tho birthpluce of three 

great religions; it wus hold in vonerution by hnlf the "rorld; it wo.s the 
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o.ncestrnl homo of the Jewish penplo, whose continued historicnl o.ssocintion 

with the land was known und sympnthetico.lly recog,nized throughout Christendom. 

On these gr ouncs and because of the determination o f the civilized world t o 

fucilitute the estnblishm~nt of tho J ewish Nationnl Home . Pnlostine wo.s 

definitely exclud0d from whr..t was to be the Ara.b domain, anr .. wus plc.ced 

under fl specio.l ~i1'nndute which to0k full account of tho peculio.r cho.ro.cter 

of the land and the spocinl purposes to which it wns t c be dodico.tod. That 

Mo.ndnte, nn international instrument validated by fifty-two no.tions, ex­

pressly recognizes the "historical con~ecti on o f the Jewish people with 

Palestinett and "the grounds forreconstitutinp; there their Nntiona.l Home." 

In this connection, the prefix "re" is o f clecisive importance. 'What we.s 

cl'Jurly intended was not the creu.tion of s omo thin~ n0w, vague o.nd without 

precedent, but the =onsti tution of som~thing which had existed in the po.st. 

By the force o f this word "reconstitute" the Nationul Home wa.s identified 

with the Jewish Comrr.onwenl th which ho.d existed in Pnl e stine in the Biblical 

period , nd in p0st-Biblicnl times. 

Tho argument now tendered is that this dcterminati0n does not square 

with the principle of nntiona.l self-determinuticn , a.s s ome of the Fo.lestiniun 

Arabs woulc:! interpret that principle. The discov•3 ry thnt there was f or the 

time being n. mo.jority of Are.b speaking pecple in Po.lestine is net u new dis­

covery. It wns vividly pres0nt to the minds of Lloyd Goorg0 nnd Balfour, of 

Woodrow Wilson e.r,d Prime Minis tor Smuts, and of o.11 the o.llied stv..tesr.-.en 

when they rendored their verdict, in fr.vor of the Jewish Nutional Home. 

The doctrine of self-determinntion did n0t spring from Arabia, but from tho 

minds and hearts of the most enlightened nnd progressive statesmen in Christen~ 

dom. They, if nnyone, were entitlec to interpret tho principle and iivo it 

proper applicutior., If they rr~d0 this determination in the case of Palestine, 
., -
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they did s o nf'ter weir,hing nll the equities n~d balo.ncing the noeds nnd 

clnims both of tho Arubs und the Jews, tho clo.ims of both ro.ces to lifo, 

liberty nnd hnppiness. They decided tho.t tho J ews were likewise entitled 

t o no.tionul solf-determination, in the sense thnt they should be given the 

opportunity to reestablish n nntianul existence in the one tiny spot on 

the fnce of the globe to which they had u mornl and historico.l claim. They 

squured it fully with their eonscience on the groun c! tho.t this disposition 

was nocessito.tod nnd swctiono cJ by the dicto.tes of humanity and justico on 

the highest plune. In their view the no.ti ono.l interests 0f the Arnb peoples 

o.nd their no.tiono.l aspiro.ticns were being recognized in the vast Arnb domo.in. 

So far o.s the Aro.b speo.kinc populo.tion of Fo.lestine wo.s concerned, who 

numbered o.t the time between 5001 000 and 600 1 000 souls, their ri ghts were 

to be so.feguo.rded in Pn.lestine not only us in·'!.ividunls, but nls o us o. 
~ 

religious ur.d cultural comnrunity. All of these ri~hts have been scrupulously 

so.feguo.rded hitherto o.nd Im1St be scrupulously snfe gunrded in the future. No 

one who has spent time in Po.lestinc cnn fo.il t o be impressed with the extrn­

ordino.ry extent t 0 which the Arabs of that country, tho common people, ho.ve 

prospered under the Mantlate nnd benefited by Jewish immigrntion Wld economic 

d0velopment. They a.re undoubtedly in that regs.rd the most fortunate group 

of Arabs in the world. 

There is one further consiceration. It must be borne in mind tha.t 

whatever wns the position in 1919 or 1922, one! whatever were tho contentions 

of the Arabs a. qunrtor of rl contury ago , the situD.tion hns cho.nged rnnterio.lly 

during the years which have intervened, The Palestir..e we know toda.y is not 

the country we knew then. Inn very renl sense it is n new country, n new 

ralestinc. The land ho.s been trnnsformed. In reliance upon the solemn 

pledees made to the Jewish people then, in relio.nce upon solemn interno.tiono.l 
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covenants, n half million Jows hnve ontorec and settled in the country. 

Thoy ho.vo poured into it their energy, their love o.nc devotion, nnd some 

$600 1 000,000 in cnsh, Thoy hnve drained its swamps, reforested its nuked 

hills, built cities, ~stablishoc industries, plo.nted grent stretches of 

or~ngo groves, ho.rnessed the we.terpower of the Jordnn n.nd electrified the 

countryside, developed the minernl resources of the !)end Sen. In short, they 

took o. neglected ar.d c!er0lict country, the mere cn.rcnss of c. lune., ns some­

one ho.s described it, und transmuted it by their lnb0r, swout o.nd blood into 

something new: o. thriving, mo<lern, prorressive, semi-industriul country. 

The new 1-o.lestine is nlmost o.s different from tho old a.s Southern Cnlifornio. 

is different from tho desert which we took over o.bout a century o.go. 1\nd 

it is this new Pnlestine, this ou.sis of civilization on the rim of the desert, 

which Arab nutionulism would now hn.vo the r:emocro.tic world plnce under Aro.b 

national control. 

And why? What nevr cla.im hns Pe.n-Aro.b no.-~iono.lism upon th0 cunsidor­

o.tion of the democro.tic world? fua.t contribution ho.ve tho Arnbs ma.de t o the 

democratic co.use curing this, its grea.test crisis? ,~here did they stand hen 

Rommel stood nt the gntes of Alexo.ndrin? Whnt Aro.b banner wa.s curried to the 

field of bn.ttle to defenc, not merely the cnuse of domocrncy, but their own 

countries, the freedom and indepenc.ence which ho.d been so cenrly won for them 

with the lives of Britons und Frenchm0n o.nd Amoricans, durin~ the First World 

Wo.r? For now it m~y be told. Now tho.t tho dire threat to the Nenr Enst 

which was so imminont two unc three yea.rs abo hns been definitely removed, 

the truth mo.y be spoken. During those do.rk and o.nxic..,us ~o.ys, tho whole 

Noo.r Eust wns o. veritable quagmiro of intrirue n ct treuch0ry. Would-be 

Quislings, the lenders of Fifth Columns, werG c..ctive evcryv.•here. Axis-minded, 

Fnscist-ridden Arab oligarchies o.ttempted to seize power nnd stnb the 



democratic r.utions in th~ bnck. In Egypt the Prime Minister himself, Ali 

Maher Fnshuj hud to be removed from power ur..d kept in isolution inn country 

ville. because of his complicity with the enemy. The Egyptian Chief of Staff, 

nl-Mnsri, ho.d t o be arrested under suspicious circumstuncos. In Iraq, Rashid 

Bey o.1-Ga.ilnni, struck o.t the British premo.turcly beforo h3lp could rec.ch him 

from his Nazi o.l lies. The lender of the Arnb extremists in Pn.lestine, the 

notorious Mufti, was commuting between Rome nnd Berlin doinG th~ Fuchrer•s 

work. Nowhere in this entire region did the democratic cause, ha.rd pressed 

ns it wa.s, find firm und o.ctive allies save in Pnlestin0, which hud becrrne 

nn outpost nnd br..stion on our fnr flung bo.ttlofront.- Palestine, rith its 

Jewish National Home. 

I.udies nnn Gentlemen: Tho Resolution you a.re considering is u re­

affirmation of nn American policy und n word of cheer nnd of hope to the ha.r-

ra.ssed multitudes of the Jewish people in Europe npd their brave vungua.rd in 

Pnlestino. Why this renffirmntion nnd why the express refe rence to tho gonl of 

a .free and democro.tic·Jewish Commonwonlth: The ans o~ is obvious. The Balfour . . . 

Declaration wa.s unquestionably meant to help, in the words of President 1_,rilson, 

"to luy the foundations of a Jewish Commonwealth." Th0 policy wns so uncerstood, 

quite definitely, by our own Government nt the time. There is cleur documentary 

evidence of thut fo.ct. Our government interpreted the Balfour Declurntion as 

a. policy lending to th0 establishment of Pnlestine "us n Jewish State." Th8 

record attests it. But in tho course of these yea.rs, under pressure of Arab 

intransig0o.nc0 and n campuign of terror carri0d on ith the help of the Axis, 

tho original contract wns graduully hittled down, interpreteG and reinterpreted 

beyond rocogni tion, a. pro cuss which culminntod in tho White Po.por. It is, there­

fore, not enough to repudiate the 1 'hite ruper, but to nvoid recurrence, in the 

future. It is thoreforo necessary to go over the record now nnd cross tho t•s and 

dot the i's• That cnn best bo done by a clear and unmistnkuble reference to the 

underlying purpose of the Balfour Doclurntion and the coal it contomplnted - n 

free anc domocra.tic Jewish Commonwealth. 
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