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At our meeting on October Both, e discussed the Resolutions. At the conclusion 

of t he meeting I stated: 11 fe • 11 not go ahead 1 i t h the resolution without fully 

canvassing the situation. If the answer from the State Department is at all vague, I 

would not recornmend proceeding \ Ji th it." ( See 1~linutes - Oct. 50) This was rompted, 

as you will recall, not by a desire not to offend t ne J tate DeJartment or the 

President, but to protect ourselves against the kind of surprise which was jumped 

on us last spring. ie wanted to make doubly sure before we moved. In t he discussion 

that developed at t hese meetings t here were some who raised the question Jhet her e 

should proceed with the Resolution at all; some felt t hat t '--ie esolution was no 

longer important since we hadthe President's statement of October 15th. Others felt 

that tl ere-opening of discussion in Congress would give t he op ,osition in Congress 

an opportuni y to at t ack us. Some felt t hat we would have a better chance with 

the next Congress; some objected to the Resolution as it now reads becaus e oft e 

word "ultimately" and t.ho ht t hat we could get a better resolution, perhaps ..i joint 

resolution, in the next Congress. ~hile these opinions were expressed, the consensus 

was that e should move ahead 1ith the esolution provided the coast was clear as 

far as the Stu. ta Depart, ent and t he President were concerned. No one really expected 

any opposition in view of all that had transpired in the preceding months , t that 

same meeting I reported (and I quote from t he minutes of th l::.. t meetin::r ) 11 t hat in 

anticipation of the reconsideration oft e resolution . en Congress reconvenes, the 

Emer,~ency Council ha..:; been en•)l ed in stimulating afresh t he interest of t he members 

of the House For eign Affairs and .:>enate Forei 00n Relations Committees. The local 

Emergency committ ees in communities in \Tl ich these membe.cs res ided had been asked 

to approach t hem again and to bring them up t o date on recent developments and to 
• 

suggest t hut early action on the resolution, hen Con5res s reconvenes, would be 

desirable. The results so f ur are gratifying ." Thus the Council, on October 30th 

was fully informed t hat continued activities in behalf of our resolution were going 
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on and would continue in ·,u.shington and all over the country. It is false to sug est 

even by implication t h&t the Emergency Council at its rneetin on October BOtn ordered 

&11 of our activities in beh lf of the resolution to be discontinued. It merely 

directed that we explore t e mind of the ta.te Department on our resolution, and 

there was a consensus of opinion that if the otate Department ·ttit e was found to 

be negative, we would then not ~roceed ith the resolutions. Until such time ho~ever 

activities in behalf of the resolution wee not to be discontinued nor was ,,ord to 

go out that we were even considering a possible ostponement. 

Accordingly Dr. •ise, Dr. Goldmann and I called on Stettinius on Nov mber 9th. 

We told him that we vished to move forward with our Congressional Hesolution in view 

of Secreta of ••ar Stimson's letter removing the military objections, and in view 

of tra party platforms and the President I s own statement. 1•e hoped t at there would 

be no objections raised by the ixecutive branch of our Government. Stettinius had 

no opinion of his ovm, but said that he would consult with the President. It is 

altogether false to suggest as has been sug ~ested t hat I or either of the other 

two members ~ho called on Stettinius promised him t · t we would not press for the 

Resolution if the bt~te Department or the President registered objections. If any 

one gave such a promise, it was done before or after the interview and not by me. 

On November 15th Stettinius telephoned to ii0 e who transmitted the information 

to a meeting of the Exec t ive Committee und of the full Council on November ~1st, 

that the President t hought that we should not proceed ~vith action on the I esolution 

and that the mat t er should be left with him for a little while longer. 

There followed a discussion. It was clear t hat the Council was not satisfied 

that Stettinius' reply definitely closed the matter. On the contrary, it was 

felt by quite a few that a mistake had been made ln going to Stettinius in the first 

place to ask whether there was any objection. 'ie should ha.ve assumed in view of 

all that had transpired - the party platforms, the President's statement, Jtimson's 

letter - that the green light had in fact been given. 
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I argued at this meeting and so did others thrt a strong effort should iwmediately 

be made to reach the President and to urge him t o change his mind. His opposition 

would be gravely misinterpreted and it was unfair to our cause. 

Dr. ise op osed such ction. The President should not be embarrassed ... Further-

more, the President was leaving the country lmost i ediately. He was sure to t ake 

up the matter with Churchill. Congress would adjourn in a few days. He had been 

assured the. t our esolution could not in any event be acted upon in tne closing 

days of this Congress. In both of these mat t ers, Dr. Wise was mis inf qrmed. 

At this meeting, and here again I uote from the minutes: "there followed 

a lengthy discussion, and it was finally decided that efforts be made once more 

to obtain clearance from the President t hrough Senator 1 agner, and perhaps others." 
ot:ner 

There was no/action taken t t his meeting. 

In other words, the Emergency ouncil, upon econd t hought, was not s<;..tisfied. 

to have the resolution shelved ,iust because the St te Department and the President 

had indicated t heir obj ection to the resolution. Ti1ey ere not content to let it go 

at that. They wanted persuasive influence to be bro ht to bear upon the Administrtition 

to change its mind. 

Dr. ise yielding reluctantly insisted that only \i agner should be seen to carry 

out this mission and suggested tat he and r. hulman should cont~ct ,agner . I 

as chairman of the Executive Commit t ee felt cons t r ~ined, you , i ll recall, to 

invite myself in on that commit tee und to st· te th,,t t riere ·na r be others who 

might be asked to see the President. Dr. ~lise strongly objected to this and 

contemptuously referred to Senator Taft as not a very likely ~erson to see the 

Prew.ent. It \·· s clear to me t hat Dr. Vise w~s yielding only to the pressure of 

opinion and that if the matter were 1,rt to him, no earnest effort would be made 

to urge the President to change his mind. Proofs soon began to multi~ly that this 

indeed waste case. 

As of November 21st, therefore, our Council had agreed on two things: (a) not 
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to oress our Resolution until \ie ,·ot t ne green li 0 ht, nd (b) to tr · to ersuade 

the President to change his mind and give us the green light . Unfortunately, the 

President was not in 1{ashington and could not be reached. In fact he h s not been 

personclly contacted by any one of us or by any friend of our Resolution to this 

day. Everything has ussed through t he ha.nds of ~1r . Stet tinius. , agner tr· ed to 

reuch the President, I was informed by Mr . Shulman, but the President vus no longer 

in ,ashington. Instead he talked to Stettinius who gave him the sa e answer 

rhich ie had µreviously received. It w~s not until December 2, eleven days after 

the meeting of our Committee, that Wagner wrote a personal letter to the Pr esident 

a letter which I helped him draft, in 1·hich he expl-- ined t he situation s he saw 

it ~nd appealed to the rresident to withdra~ his objections, and it was not until 

December 4 th&t he received the reply to ihich I shall.allude later on. 

But by December 4 certain events connected ·d th our Resolution ht.,d ~lread:v taken 

place. Thi shad been set in motion without ·ny re0sure on our p rt. The 

gossip has be ~n s read r1.broad that if I personally had not pressed for the rlesolution 

in ,1ashington when I arrived on r ovember 27, the esolution would h. ve rem' ined 

quiescent. I did not go to ,ushington on ovember 27 to press for the Resolution . 

I rent there to carry out t he instruction of the Council to try to bring influence 

to bear on t he President to change his mind. You must remember that the Council 

had begun to sti ulate action in behalf of the reconsideration of our Resolution 

early in October. I remind you again of the minutes of the October 50 meeting of 

the Council in hich I informed you of our continuing activities in behalf of the 

Resolution. 

Before t he national election we re~uested our Community Contact people to inter­

view every Congressman and Senator and every candidate nd to get t hem to pledge 

to vote for our Resolution as soon as Congress reconvenes. ~e sent to every 

Congressman and ven tor our book "America and Pblestine, " •1hich cont· ined the 

printed opinion of nearly four hundred members of the resent ouse and enate. 
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The President's letter on ctober 15 •,as a~comp nied \dth the stc1.te ent of uenator 

~agner that t e wa~ is nrnv clear for Congressionul action. The co1vention of the 

ZOA called for speedy action on the Palestine Resolution . Congressman Bloom 

announced, on the heels of t he President I s stu.tement, t • t he nould s mmon a meetin 0 

of his Committee on the day after Con5 ress reconvenes November 15 . 

All this rop ganda of ours ~as r efl ected in t he Congres s hen it reconvened. 

Congre smen and ~enators ,vere set for action; t hey were ex.l. ectlng action, and good 

and sufficient reasons would hu.ve to be given, es ,. ecially t o t'1e member s of t h e 

Senate Foreign Relu ti ons Commit tee, who had been critical of t e President I s action 

in t e Spring ( w en follo·. ino- deferment of action bl t he Senate Committee on our 

Resolution at t l1e insistence of the ilitar y the President himself on b.rch 9 

i nored t ' e ili t ar y and i s3ued a st tement t hrough Dr. "/ ise and me, aff irming what 

the Senate Committee w~s kept from affirming1 as to ~hy action, so consistently 

and pe rsistently called fr by te Jews of Americ~, and nany non-Jews, should now 

be deferred. 

Congressman loom was stopped f rom moving forwa.rd in his Committee b..t our 

re4uP.st or delay. Neverthele s he f ound himself hard- ressed by fellow Con~ressmen. 

He sent a long telegr Qm to Dr. ~ise v ich contained an attack made ' on him by Congressman 

Geller for dilatoriness in reg· rds to the solution . He was be·ng embarrassed . 

Edi tor: ·.ls reached him from t e Yiddish press of Ne\ York urging i mmediate action . 

-Both Senators 1agner and Taft, who s onsored the Resolution , wer e eager for action . 

ith both of them it vas a matter of honor . They v e e committed to t h2 se Resolutions 

and their sponsorship of these Resolutions had been used, f avorably to them, during 

the campai gn. They wanted to discharge vha~they regarded was MW obligation to the 

Je~ish eople. Already on November 11, Senator Taft had iTritten me: "I have had 

to delay BK my return to as in:r ton until Thursd J , but I hope 1e can r8ceed with 

the Palestine Resolution immediately." Senator Taft was one of t he co-Gponsors of 
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the resolution. He had resented t e ostponer ent of the resolution last Spring . 

It was he who h~d kept after t he 1 ilit ry until he obtained the letter from Secretary 

of Har timson iithdrawin6 t eir objections. As soon as Congreso reconv ned , he 

began pressing fr his resolution, just as we all did, includinb he delegates at 

the convention of t he ZOA at Atlantic City. 

You may recall t nat at the November 21 meeting I told you th~t Senator Tuft 
Chair1an of t he enate Fo~eign Relations Colillllittee 

had matter ,ith Senator Gonn~~and that Conally had invited 

him to ap ear before the Foreign elations ommittee on t he 22nd. The wheels were 

alrec.dy in motion. The foreign elations Committee \;as ~re ared t"o uct favor u.bly 

on our 11.esolution one d~after we J1ad decided to tr and chan e the min..9- of the 

Presid~nt. Only out of courtesy to Senator agner, who was absent from 1ashin~ton, 

was the me eting ost .. oned t o the following week, November 29. 

Con5ressman Bloom knew of this contemplated meeting of the l"orei Affairs 

Committee scheduled for 1tednesday, the 22nd, and ~ostponed to the 29th. He did 

not wish the Senate Co ·ttee to get ahead of him. Prior to my comin~ to Washington, 

he had already arranged to have the Congressmen's endorsements of the Palestine 

Resolution, hich a peared in our ublication, 11 eric -n and Pal es tine," reprinted 

as a Gover ent document at Government ex ense. 

I arrived in t!ashington, as I indicted, on the 27th in order to see w at 

could be done to reach and explain tings to t he President. I had personally been 

unable to reach 'enator agner by telephone. I had wired to Dr. Vise on November 22, 

the day after our meeting, to this effect: "Because of strikes h re, could not 

reach you by telephone . Strongly urge you to contact Bloofi!_lrnmediatel;{ and urge 

him to see the Chief and persuade him to give clear'nce to esolutlons ... Ple·se 

inform me by telegram or telephone results of conversation dth Bloom." Dr. 

~ ise never replied to this telegram of mine! y original f eeling th.:.. t ids e ·1as 

disinclined to do anythin to help ch e the President's mind was confirmed. If 

anyt ing could be done, it had to be don uickly, for the duys oft e present 
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Congress .. vere running out, and it could best be done from thP- base in ,/ashin 0 ton . 

On t he ver y da tha t I arrived, I went to see Cont.J ress11an Bloom to urf e 

him to f;et in touch vlit h t he President . To my surprise, he told me that he had 

already made what to him were g ood and sufficient in ~uiries "dm.n the hill, 11 as 

he put it -- presumably at the State Department. It should be remembered tl1at 

Bloom hardly ever bu P-eS without consulting the State De • rt.nent. I was ar azed 

to hear from him t , a t \.,hut he had l e[ rned t : ere was of such little influence 

with him, tha t he brushed it aside as of no moment . They h~d told him somethi 

about an item 'Nhich ad a.)peared in the 11Times 11 as to the Vutican 1 s attiturle to vard 

Palestine and some thing about the ArE:!,bs' unfavorable reaction to the President's 

sta tement of October 15. He s uoted himself as h ving s ".id t .J t e J rincipal in 

t he ~tate De artment : "On October 15, t~ e Pr0sident had said s o and so, nd you 

ca nnot ~et around that; the Democratic Platform had declared so : .. n•j so, nd you 

cannot get a round th l:l. t . " He did not need any other gr een light, he said . "It is 

none of their business anyho 'I. viili t a r y reasons ere some ino- else a c;ain; I hc..d 

to submit to that . 11 Bloom reoea ted much of t ' is in a tele hone conv e sa tion 1, i th 

Dr . :!ise on , ednesd· y afternoon after t he Resolution was acted upon uvorabl . by 

the House Committee . 

If the res ~onsible Chairman of the Foreign ffairs Committee, I reusoned, a 

loyal member of the Administro.tion ·Nho knew all a bout t he re orted objections of 

the State De1 artnent and of the President and one to v1hom Dr . Wise had reviously 

spoken about deferment, felt free in his own mind to move forward with our 

Resolution, I certainly was not t e man to dissuade him . I did not know a t t he 

time how determined was the President ' s op . osi tion arrl there was no reasonable 

ground for assumin tha t his op osition vas unalterable . Congressman Bloom's 

reaction certainly gave the definite impression thu t the reasons were not so ~,eighty 

that t ey could not be overcome . As I saw my duty, it was not to press for action 

while we ~ere waiting for the green li 7ht . Ch the ot er hand, it was not my duty 
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to check or to discourage action when Congressmen and Senators ,ere _ressing f or it . 

I received no such direction from t he Council . It was not until Thursduy , December 7, 

that the Council ( at an irregular and unaut orized meeting) voted defini te1y to 

asK Senators ,agner and Connally to shelve t he esolution, an even t his decision 

f ailed of re-affirmation at another rump session of t he Council on baturday, 

December 9, and was finally reversed b,, the action of the ~xecut i ve Council on 

Monday morning, December ll , in Washington . 

Bloom ·Nas s mewhat concerned Nith the fact t hat he might be blamed if t he 

esolution fai led passage in his 6ommittee after he took it up and t hat he would 

be char ged with t aking t he ini tiative unwisely . He anted me to back him up in 

his resolve to go for-mrd and in sharing t he responsibility . 1 r ea, ..: ured him on 

that score . this reyuest I wrote him a letter following our intervie in ~hich 

I bac ed him up . 

As you kno w, f avorable action did take lace in the House Forei gn ffairs 

Committee on • ednesday, ovember 2J . 

I tried to reach enator agner time and again f rom th~ day after our meeting 

on November 21 . I could not reach him . He was in seclusion nd hi s secre tary ould 

not tell me hi whereabouts . vise and Shulman saw ~ ·agner in Atlantic City on 

Sunday, November 26 . Shulman reported to me the conver sation t he next day by 

t elephone to Washinaton . He had not seen the President . He had s oken to 

Stettinius kH:k and Stettini us had given him t he same reply which we had received 

from him previously . •hen I finally did get to see the 'enator on Tuesday , November 28 , 

in Washington , he certainly had no plans of trying to see t he Presi ent to persuade 

him to remove hi objections . But he w~s nevertheless determined to go into the 

meeting oft e enate Foreign Relations Committee the next morning and reo J for 

his Resolution. 

It has been su~5ested that I should have u~ked the committee t o defer ~ction . 

This was certainly not my mission nor mandate in iashington . I as t here t o see 
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vrhether I could ersuade the State Department and the President to wi tndraw their 

objections to the assage of tne resol tion. Failing int ~t, the Gouncil would 

then have to decide vhat to do, since the first report of the President's disap roval 

did not close the matter as far as the Co'\l.Ilcil was concerned. I had not yet had 

the opportunity to contact either the St~te Department or the President. I was 

not to see Mr. StPttinius until December 4. Until I had had the chance to ~ersuade 

them and failed, I could not go, nor did the Council obligate me to go, to the 

members of tne benate Foreign elations Colfu~ittee and ask them to post one action 

on our Palestine Resolution for which the Jews of iiillerica had so ersistently · ressed 

up to the very last. We w1ere not gressing for the resolution. The pressure came 

from the Senate Committee itself vrhich was so much interested in the Pa.lestine 

esolution t hat it met on four successive occasions to consider it and it insisted 

time and again on a roving our resolution in~ite of two _. ersonal ap earances 

before it m~de by the Secretary of State and in spite of other pressure brou~ht 

by the Administration against it. Bven when t he resolution :ms fin,:...lly pos tponed 

as a result of the persistent ressure from the tate Department and the President, 

tv,o-thirds of tile members of the Senate Committee signed a round robin in which 

they stated t~at they would h ve voted for the resolution y re it not fort· is 

insisten~e of the. tate De artment and the resident. 

On that same Tuesday, ovember 26, r. Shulman telephoned agner's secretary 

ln \'w.shington and. ave him a long line of reasons why the ~enator should use his 

efforts to postpone consideration of our resolutions by the 0enate Committee. 

This you will recall was not ~hulman's mission. The sole mission of the committee 

of three which h~d been appointed was to try to persuade the President to change 

his mind -- not to urge enators to desist from working for the passage of our 

resolutions. We were working at cross urposes. \~ise and cihulman pressing 

Wagner to have his resolution shelved, and I, following the clear line in~icated 

by the Council, urging the ~enator to get in touch with the President to persuade 

him to withdraw his objection to the pas ·age of the resolution . agner found himself 
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the victim of t vo op9osi forces pulling him in different directions. He was 

telephoned a score of times by people in Nevi York all speakin-='> in the name of the 

Emergency Council or of Zionists . He was baffled and confused. To.ard the end 

' he became actually sick and took to his bed. I was informed that at the final 

meeting of the Foreign Relations Committee on Monday afternoon, December 11, 

when our resolution was finally shelved, agner hardly uttered fifteen words. This 

was unli e the earlier meetings when he spoke up v gorously for his resolution and 

vhere he announced t,bc. .. t he would press for hi resolution even if the Pre i ent 

came out in a public declara tion against it. 

On .vednesday morning, November 29 , the ~enate Forei ,n elu.tions Committee 

met to consider our resolution. This was t ~e ~eeting th a t had been postponed from 

the week before because of -~agner 's absence from t he city . Senator Taft, who 

had been invited to attend the meeting out of courtesy to him as a s oonsor of the 

resolution, ma.de a strong plea in behalf of t ne resolution. He traced the hi~tory 

of the resolution - how and why it was introduced, why action nad been deferred 

on it in the 'prinrr , bec ...i.use of t he intervention of the 1ar De artment, how these 

objections had now been removed, and finally how both politicul arties and both 

presidentia l candidates had endorsed the Jevish Commonwealth. Upon request of 

one of the members, he explained in detail ,~hat the Zionist Iv ovement under stood 

by the J ewish Commonwealth, and read the official statement issued by the Jewish 

Agency on the subject. He also stc1ted t at the word "ultimately" has led to 

misunderstanding, and Senator andenburg t hen suggested that t' e words "as soon 

as practicable" -- t he identical words used by the President in his statement on 

October 15, should be substituted. 

During t he friendly discussion which ensued, Senator Connally endeavored to 

establish tha.t the State De artment had objection to action at t his time. h reupon 

some of the 'enators expressed great indign~tion. How could the 8tate Department 
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object in view of t he record of t he President's ovm endorsement six weeks rr o? 0 • 

Some of the 'enutors insisted that t e 't ate De artment was evidently speaking 

for t he President and t hat t he President was subjecting them t u another maneuver 

similar to t he on J .hich they v1ere subjected to last pring ihen t e Senate was 

restrained from acting upon the Palesti.n~ esolution avowedly because of military 

considerations, and ulmost i ultaneously, t he President himself made a public 

statement tote Zionists hich com l etely ignored t he militar y . They ref used 

to be victimized a second time. If the t ate Depart ent had any vulid r et- sons 

for wanting action deferred, Secretar y of Stute Stettinius should come in p rson 

bef ore t he Committee and accept full public responsibility . He should tell them 

why these resolutions s1 ould be deferred. The Committee at first voted 9-6 to 

'--:, deal wi th the resolution immediately. Subsu_uently, and a~ t he r esult of Connally 's 

continued inistence, in order t hat it would not a J ear discourteous to the St ate 

De· rtment, voted 11-5 to delay action for a week, with the understanding t hat 

Stettinius must appear in erson, and also uith the instruction to Senator wagner 

to endeavor t o see the r esident and to obtain from him a clarification of his 

reported op Josition. After the Committee adj ourned, the opinion w~s expreo ed by 

Senators t · c:..t t he resolution would undoubtedly be ap.)roved at t he next meeting of 

t he Committee on i ednesday, December 6. 

On ~rid~y , Decei ber 1, , agner c, l led t he .... te De artment o arra.n5e for a 

conference for himself and me with Stettinius. ve wanted to persuade Ste t tinius 

not to ap ear before the Committee, and t hrough him, to pass on to t he P r esident 
. 

our feelings about his reported opposition. This conf erence was set f or 12:30 

P .• Jonday, December 4. In kee in~ with the directive of t he Senate Committee, 
. 

\iagner also decided to send a personal letter to t he resi ent. I hi s letter 

was sent on Saturday, December 2. This was the first direct contact, although 

still not a personal one, with the President, by any friend of the resolution. 
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This was the state of affairs when I arrived in Pittsburgh t o at tend t he 

American Jewish Conference, on Saturday evening, December %. The t3enate Resolution 

was hanging f i r e, pending word from Stetti nius and a repl y fror.i t he Pr esident to 

Senator Vagner's l etter. Sena tor ,'i&.gner and I were waiting for our appoint ment with 

Stettinius, Monday noon. The Senc:.te Committee was de t ermined t o act and had made 

its determination ver y cl ear. The Committee vms not bei ng pressed or prodded 

by me. The House Foreign Affairs Committee had already acted f avor ably . I ts 

action had been warmly hailed by t he Jewish press , and by t he J ewi sh ubl ic and 

by most of t he leaders of the Zi onist parties. 

It was my intention upon my arrival i n f ittsburgh , on baturday evening, to 

call together t he members of t he Interim Commit tee, which you will recall we had 

agreed was to consult on our affairs bet ween meetings of t he Eme r ~ency Council -

t hat is, t he t wo co-chairmen of t he Council and t he r epr esent atives of the J ewish 

Agency. To my ama zement, I discovered upon my ar r ival tbut Dr. I srael Gold stein 

had during the duy cal l ed a meeting of t he 1£xecutive Committee of t he Zionist 

Organization of America t o discuss not only t he resolut ion which had been adopted 

b · t he House Committee but ever yt hing else connected wit h t he oending resolutions, 

t he matter of t he green light, and why Dr . Silver had cont ravened t he decision 

of t he Council, etc. etc. Dr . Goldstein knew full well t hat neithe r t he Interim 

Committee nor the Cormcil had as ye t discussed t he matter, and that I, the Executive 

Chairman of t he Council, who was cl.osest t o t he whole s ituution, was not in the 

city to gi ve his committee information on t he subject even i f I vere villing to 

overlook t he f act t hat if t here was to be ~ report by me, i t would first hu.ve to 

be given t o the Emergency Council. 

When I arrived, I found t he halls of t he 'dll i am Penn buzzing wi t h all kinds 

of rumors, fragment s of inform tion and misinformation, as well as criticism of t he 

resolution which had been approved by t he House Committee. I cannot unders tand what 
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Zionist pur ose Dr . old.stein intended to serve b, callin- such a meeting, ut such 

a time and place, where huwireds delegates many of tner, non-Zionists, 1ere 

gathe red notfor a Zionist Convention but for t he An ,ric,-n Jev,ish Conference, and 

where nothing but mischief could result from has t y und ill-cons idered opinions 

ex ressed on insufficient and largely inadey_uate data . It was difficult to esc,l e 

t he impression that t his was the start of a c, pai gn to "run dovm" the resolution 

passed by the House Committee to spread t· e o~ inion d.mon;; the delegc:1.t es t ... t the 

resolution :as a bad one, and t o discredit, if ~ossible, Dr . ilver .mose name 

h .... d been so closely i dentified 'i i th t ne resolution . The minds of some of the 

delegates ·ere actu<J.lly poisoned by this subtle propagundu . Fortunatel) the 

over helming majorit/ elcomed and acclaimed the resolution as evidenced by the 

rece tion \ hich it received rhen it wti.s re[.. t v·1ice, by r . .Kaufmann in his o ening 

address , and by myself in my address on ' :.... night . 

The resolution as passed by the House is of course b.n excellent one . 

You dll agree with me that ere 
1

hurchill to announce tomorro~.r that En l· .nd has 

resolved to open the doors of PEtlestine for t he free ent ry of er1s u.nd to grant 

t hem full 09.ortunity for colonization so t nt..t the Jewish Jeople maJ ultim .. t ly 

reconstitut :., Palestine as a free and d emocrutic com on\e 1th, t he Je:ish )80 le 

t e ·mrld over would celebrate t h,i.t du"' as ci. national holld .... y . 

Dr . .'ise \ en he telephoned i.1r . Bloom on the dt..y tne resolution \,as .Jas sed . 

told him and me over the telephone t at e resol tion \was a very good one as so 

indeed it was The ~resil ents of Hc1.das:Ja , the . 1izrachi and the .t'm le 1., ion as 

well as ,1r . Li sky, of t e Je11vish A~ency Board hailed tl-ie r esolution in public 

statements , and the Jewish press .. elcomed it heartily . 

It vas in such an utomos here tha t I found myself 1 en I arrived at t he 

\ illia f enn on 0aturda; ni5ht . I felt that more discussion of our business, 

delicate and confidentia l as a good deal of it as , at im rovised meetings at the 

Convention could only contribute to more harm ~nd confusion . I F- nted, ho·ever, 
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to report iwnediitelJ to the 1.nterim Co1 ·ttee, and I t:t.sked r.1r . ho.1.)iro t i nvi t e 

t 1e members to a .. Heeting the, t v r v ni ht , a l tho ,'.'h it "w,..:i clo e to midni ht . 

.. 1r . Sha iro re .-1orted thL t Dr . \Jise ;,as too tired , an,1 that Dr . uoldm.., nn ·:_. s not 

yet in t he city . I t her3fore requested a r . 0ha iro to c 1 a meet ing for 'unday 

morning . 1v r . Joseph was invited 1o t he meeting a s a member of t .--ie Jewish Ar.rency . 

invited . r . Shulman because he had been a, )ointed, to ~ether wlth Dr . i...>e und 

my elf , to t r y to br ing influence to bea r on t he Pres i dent t o change his mind . 

Dr . Gold,nann 1ere resent for t l e AL;ency . But Dr . ,is e, w o hc:1.d 

0reviousl, r told 1,r . ...;hapiro thc...t he \"as comin to the meeting , did not come, and 

Dr . Goldmann f indlly stated tY1at Dr . i e refused to come because he wanted a 

meeting of the E e r gen cy Council . I reg1irded t hat as an un·· d1rrant8d rebuff and an 
himse]f 

unreasoriable ttitude for one to a ssume . Dr . ,dse/had been l u. r ge l y instrwnental 

in working out the a r ran c.nent hereby bet een meetin0 s of t e Emergency Council 

t ne Interim Committee vould consider urgent matters of the Council . I felt tn· t 

he might have come to hear my report, and followi • that, if he fished, might have 
.§..___file et in 
re4uested/of the Executive . I could then ve indica ted to hi , hy I regar ded 

such a mr:.eting ut that ·rticular time and lace as undesirable . I g~ ve the 

members of t ne InterimComrnittee t he essential f acts . I told t hem of the meeting 

v,hich 1agner .... nd I ,ere to have Ii th ' tettini s t he next day . I told him of the 

letter t hat ,1agner had s ent to t he President and t 1at we were raitin ~ for ... n 

1::..nswer . I told them of the attitude oft e ~eno.te Committee and how t hey ere 

determined to move a long with t e resol tions . I corr ected fort em some of the 

vli ld rumors tht.tt h d been s re d among t he Conference delegates . one of those 

pr esent su~~ested u r eeting of t he 8mergency Council . In fact t re was nothing 

tha t t he Eme r s ency Council could do . e er e still follo 1i t e osition defined 

by the Emer~ency Council on ~ove 1ber 21 -- to tr; t o _ersuaoe t he President - althou~h 

in t he ueuntime action · d t a en ll!Ce positively in t he House Committee, and t entatively 

in t he Senate Commit tee, hich we could not control . 
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Although did not see the wisdom of c' linb c.. formal meet.in of the 

Emer '.;ency Council in V1e setting of the Americc..n Jewish Conference, and in the 

atmosph, e created by the (\..M.IM~ Li0 meeting ailed b,, Dr ., lxoldstein -- there 

may be a l e~itima te difference of opinion on th~t score nevertheless ·;c1.nted 

to inform t he leaders of all the pa.rties of w .at wus trans pi ring . cco dint~ly, 

during tne d£..y , I met inf orma ly with s or.; e of the leaders of the ZOA, Pot le ,,ion 

and the iJlizrachi . I had also invited 1i1rs . Eostein anu ~rs . Hal )rin of the . ~ 

Hadassah to meet vtl th me . Mrs . Epstein refused . ::ihe wanted a meeting of the Erner ency 

Council . .1rs . Halprin , too, did not come . 

Dr . ~lis e t hen called an unaut11orized meeting of t he Council for 0unctc1.y 

evening . Our con:~ti tution clearly provides that no s )ecial , eetin:;, of the 

Council cun be c lied \', i thout three day s notice . Tl re are always good and 

sufficient reasons for such constitutional rov·isions, for t hey orotect an or~anization 

a gainst precipitous action and also a ainst ov r-ze&lous ersons v1ho may cull ~uick 

meetings when a part of the members of the organization are unable to attend , 

crder to run 1 -i.:rr ou6h L certhi kinn of actiu . • hich thev dart i. ulc..rl, favor . 
V • 

In a ver,r high-handed mt.!.nner, and a ·inst my express H·shes, Dr . . ise t'roceeded 

to c·ll such a meeting . I, of course, refused to attend it . The meetin~, ·s I 

suspected, resulted in nothing except a rel uest thb.t I m•~ et 1, ith the heads of the 

four arties to consider ,hCl.t should be done in case the President .) rsisted in 

his opposition . I should h·ve been har>.PY to meet with the heads of the c..rties 

even though I should not ht ve recogni~· d t l ir r nd· te from n unL.t ut orized 

Council meetini::, whi ch hc..d no legu.l standing in my eyes, but I had to leb.ve for 

\1 ushington hat ver :J evening immedil..tely after re1)0rt to the m ric· n J e. ish 

Conference . As you will rec&ll, I rushed from the plrtform to t he tr&in . -

I arrived in , "S 1inft ton 1..ond· - n,orning and prepc,.red yself for our intervie: 

with ttinius . This w s to be tlte decisive interview . This '¥,as the first 

personal interview v:hich anyone of us v,c1. to h.,.ve with tettinius on thic. subject 
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since our meeting on tovember 9, early onth reviou.,ly . f. · gner End I could 

persuade the ecretary of ...:t;;.te that t l e Presi ent as • king colosr·l b under 

in op~ osing the resolution, that his action ,. ould be serio1 s y misinter,. reted, that 

Con ~ essmen nnd uenators on t he Hill 1,1"'re lre ... dy talkinP; of "double-cross " , 

th, t 3ern: tor ,, gner regard ed it as gr ave Jersonal embarr ssn, .nt to himself inasmuch 

bS he had s tated publicly when he ret..d the Presiclenti& letter on Octob0r 15 t ,1t 

that clears the vm for Congression· 1 action -- u.nd more esneci lly, if ~, e could 

convey through Stettinius to the President tL t the entire r:, ionist movement ;_ .d 

t .1e entire Jei.;ish peo_Jle of .America v,ere solidly unit~d in vantj_ng uction on this 

resolution which had nov; been hanging fire for over ten months, 'nd tl1· t tLeir 

ho es w:1ich had been r.- ised high by '11 t t1 t had trc..ns pir Pd \ ould be dashed to 

the ground if it became 1.cnov.rn th&.t t he President insisted on a :., econd ( eferment 

re mi ht succeed in chw1ging the Pr esinent ' s mind . 
-i;·hen 

·:hat ~,,as our shock nd c..m zement/ ... \ e arrived · n iir . Stettinius ' office to 

be shovm t:nis telegr· m sent by Dr . , ise v\i thout my mm ledge or th t of Senator 

,agner ~(nd \,i thout the knov,ledge of the Council : "I VIE., OF Y UR r I f~TI G t m Di Y 

Y ITl SE 1 TOR , AG1'ER , I ', I H TO E .fY .POJITIO 1~D TH T OF t. Y AS...,OC I TES 

Ur.AISTJJ(ABLY CLEAR . :E ,OU D OF COURSE LLL BE • Y IF T' .E, Cl~I F D YOU COULD 

SEE YOUR , ... TO GIVE p,_JJ. OVAL TO 1 DO.t'TION OF 1:.Lf.STL E RE OLUTION I N BOTH mu E • 

P00TP01 IT~NT LIKELY TO BE r ISU ~DJ :rtSTOOD BY PUBLIC OPINI Q I HIC . tu 1fU 1LLY C.t NNOT 

BE 11 FORI,tED COJ\J CE1 Il G RE.ttSO S FOR DELlff . IF HO, FVE . CHI EF ~D YOU SHOULD TILL 

FEEL TI T SOI✓1E POST~Ol~E' IE .. T FO.b. REASO ALH.E11Di GIVEN I TOGETH ·R I'f .. {Y SJOCI ~TES 

SITU1 TION dHOULD U1~DER ~O CIRC jJ'lST.tJJCE~ BE. E IITTED T ilil0Ii~ IN JlIC} S 1 1 TE 

CO 1 .1ITTEE OULD BE I· FO ,i:ED OF C1IIEF ' J OPD IO C01o~\!1Ur IC1tTED Eli.UUGH YOU TO US IN 

COI~FID 1 CE . I TH .T C. 'E IT ,OULDBE B I T FO SE 1-tT~ cm UTTE~ T P00T.t'O. 1~ 1 TION 

T:i UUGtlOUT THIS SESSIO . THIS TE EG YOU 1 LO E. :ILL TELE H NE TOi .OhHO 

AFTEIJ~OO AT YOUR C0.1.~VEJ: I Er Cl!, TO ABOUT RESULT OF YOU1{ TAL ITH BOB . 11 
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This, of course , ::, t e com l"!te o-ive-a,,· y . Thin to l ,. the resident that 

the Jews of Jrica vould _4.uic l y reco cile themselves to the President 's attitude 

if he Je r nisted in o .Josing the resolutions , and thut r . .f jse, Chuir1 ·n of the 
him. 

Amerj ctln Zionist Eme r gency Council, could be counted upon to defend 1 Considered 

in retros pect , it is c ear thc;...t Dr . 11ise 1 .., telegrctm se led the fate of the Palestine 

Resolution. RegDrdless of \ hat v.e Sb..i<l. from there on , our c::..se wus lost . Our 

back v.ras broken . 18 )roceeded , of course, to m·ke out our case ·s eff ec t ively 

as vw e could . ..aener pleaded th&t his honor was at stake , and the i-> re ,,i dent ,. as 

put tin6 him on the s ot vvi t h his own constituency . The President ' s uosi tion 

seemed ulto 0 ether unreasonc ble . I gave all t he arguments at my corn1m nd. I trc.1ced 

the history of t he last ten months . I read to tettinius the Presid nt 's let er 

of October 15, of ~hich he had he rd, but which he had never re·d. He asked for 

a copy of it . He c·lled in his secretary to b surP to obt' · n ~ copy of it 

immedi· .tely . ferhaps the .t>r esinent, he thouB;ht had not been made avmre of it 

since tne election . His Ldvisers muy not have refres .ed his memory . The case 

as I resented it, he w s kind enough to ay , ·b.s unanS\fer& ble . He r ould immedie1.tely 

communicate \\· i t h t he President . But I feared th· t our case •. • s lost. I h t..d seen 

h, t very morning , on my v·a to Stetti ius, tne repl)' which t he President had sent 

to 1. agner . Only a str ong , united front on the µart of z,ionist and Jewish le dershi p , 

a sho l of strong determination on our part t o ask for that . hich we :ere entitled 

to, mi6ht have J rsuaded t he President . Dr . ~vise 's unauthorized telegr· m, sent on 

Decernber 5, on the very eve of our critical meeti g ,,ith Stettinius, exposed our 

naked ess, reve&l ed our di vision and confus ion of counsel, cmd ~us bouncl to 

encour ge the Pr esident to oroceed unperturbed on the line -. } • ch he had decided on . 

It was Dr . -~ise I s telegram v hich contributed l t r ' e y t o the defe t of our resolution 

in the Congre s of t he United Stb.tes . But Dr . ~ise 1 s grave responsj bility for 

defeuting our resolution does not r est exclusively upon this tragic tele~ram, s 

,1e shall see in a moment . 
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Stettinius told \:agner and n e th£. t he would immedic tel,. tr, r1smi t to the 

President our cDse :hich he hud chttr'"cterized as unanswerable. He 0. l o assured 

us that e would not a.ppe· r hefore the vern ... te Foreign Re "'tions Committ e nor .. ould 

he sent &nr representative. 

But when the Senate Committee met on nednesd&y, December 6, Stettinius did 

a pear. If th re is anyone here that iKagines thut I had t 1e po7er to all off 

the meeting on December 6, he is naive beyond :JOrds. The ben te Foreign Rel&tions 

Committee has a mind uno a cr:-ocedure of its oi:,n. It had resolved not t o be trifled 

.ith in this matter. It should ,: lso be recalled th< t follm,ir~ th eeting of the 

Committee on November 29 , every member of the Roreign Rel ·tions Committee had 

received telegrums from the Presioents of the ZOA , r:!adass· h, the 1azr chi and the 

oale Zion , and from ,tr . i'lonsky for the Americ· n Jewish Confer<:>nce, each in its 

m·m way urging fl:lvorable action on the resolution. The telegr,,m of Dr . IsrL.el 

Goldstein, sent on December 5, ( lease note the date) o ened ~ i th the ·tel tement : 

11 \, e ec...rnestl ou to re ort out favoro.ble the Pal stine esolution for udoption 

by the oresent Cons:i;ress" and concludes "Your committee's fCLvor·ble action v.ould 

be deeply pprecirted ~s fulfillment President's magnificent message to l~st Zionist 

Or~unization Convention and over\,helming Areric~n opinion· s expressed recently 

in bot 1, art-, plu tf orms . 11 This telegram Dr. Goldstein also rele sed to t he press . 

leu.se be -r these f&cts in mind -- us of Tuesduy, December 5, t e fresidents 

of 11 the Zionict parties in the United Stutes the uenate 

el&.tions Committee to act not to defer action ~ This, in s. ite of the 

rwnp meeting of the Council held in PitLsburgh on Sunduy evening , December 3 . 

These telegrams wee the volunt'ry acts of t he heuds of the Zion:ist groups . 

Clearly they felt c led u on in the circumst·nces to tc1ke thut ction reg·rdless 

of ~hat might have been their res ective vieVYs ea.rlier . Political situttions 

a.re fluid u.nd cannot always be det..lt iit h according to rigid formulae. By sending 

these telegrams to every member of the Foreign Relations Committee, the signers 
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actu lly ent far beyond • n hi ~ that I had done, for my cont· cts .. ere limited to 

a few key persons. I am, of course, not reproachin { them for action on my ovm 

suggestion and urging the 0 enators to act. But if there was~ cleur decision 

against taking such steps and if that decision m . .is binding and unr lterable then 

cle ..... rly t he sending of such telegr· ms b~.~ the Presidents of t he orgr ni ✓--:ations v,as 

either a violation of these decisions or a reversal. I am not a la1,,vyer hut only 

a Zionist ho has been trying to do his best in ver., diffi.cult and complicated 
does 

si tuution; but it/seem to me tnttt t he sendi1 g of these tele e;r ams hv t he heads of 

the groups after consult · tion with their associates constituted a ratificLJt ion on 

their part of tne oosi tion I took nd the course I .,,. s follov1ing. These telegrams 

are a matter of record, and there is no getting around it. If the Ie elution h d 

as ed, all of us woulcl have shared t he credit for tho. t achieverrient. Nov, thL. t it 

has been deferred, t he situation is a course different. 

At the meeting of t he Committee on December 6, Stettinius w· s visibly 

embarrassed and ill at ease. He was hard-pressed b the ' enators who asked very 

searching questions b· sed on the record of the party pl~tforms and on the stLtem nt 

of t he Presid ent which Stettinius could not ans1; •er. All thc1.t he could say ~as that 

the resident was opposed to t he measure. He had plans of bis om for t he handling 

of the matter -- some over-all plans for a ll the Arab 1 nds including Palestine. 

He would Lct in due time. In the me · ntime he would be emb rrassed by Con[,ression 1 

action. Efforts were made by Sen· tors t o obt in the text of t he lettfff ~ hich 

enu.tor 1iagner hu.d received from he President, buJ Sen ..... tor ,1agner refused to 

disclose it, insisting that it Y-as ersonal. denator Clark read the President's 

October 15 stc..ten ent . "~ h· t h s occurred since t he issuance of that st temerrt that 

has so clearly changed t he situation1" he asked. Mr. Stettinius ~·s wi thout any 

satisfactory answer. Senator La.Follette, of Wisconsin, next went into action. 

He recalled that last pring, the ben· te was prohibited from acti g because of 

milita ob,j ections of the War Deoartment, submitted through General 11 arshall, the 



-'0-

Chief of St aff, but "t~ o dt.ys later, t he Pres id en t issued his statement t o Dr. 

Silver nd Dr. vli s e tt.nd he mLi.de us look like monkeys . 11 Sern .... tor \/agner, rho had 

been ha.dgered f or sever al days by e\ York telephone ca.11s in n effort t o have 

him back-tr c~, stood firm. He insisted t hu t t he Commi ttee vote. The Committee 

was ,bout t o vote when one sena tor, as a good ,d.11 ges t ure, asked t h' t the 

Committee delLy its vote for t wo d ys, until Friday morning, December 8, to give 

t he President one more oo iortuni t y t o submit in ,riting, •w hich v, ould be made public 

his reasons for re4uesting that t he Senate should not vote on t he resol utions. 

It was on this unders tanding t hat t he Committee ~djourned. But as t he 

Committee ad j ourned, Sena tor agner, in t ne oresence of St ettinius , s tated that 

regardless of t he President's st·te ent, if any, he ~ould insist on a vote. 

Other "enE~tors made similar statements. 

It was pretty clear that t he President would ssue no oubl ic st ten.ent. It 

was also clear t 1at mly such a public stb.tement v uld persuade t he Committee 

to refrain from voting. The Sthte Dep rtment and r. Connally, and perhaps ' lso 

t he President then bethought themselves of another way to achieve t heir end - the 

one last way open t o them, and th t was to get t he Zionists themsel ves to withdraw 

t heir resolut ion under pressure from the President. 

The Zi mist s Vlere to assume t he role of colla bort-tionists t o defeat t heir 

own resolution~ Someone got in touch with Dr. \iise, presumabl y on ,ednesd· y or 

early Thursd~y morning, for by Thursd~y noon, Senator Connally was i nforming 

Senutor T' ft th· t his resolution would not pass the Committee because Dr. Wise 

and the i ionists of New York would soon be heard from. On the aft ernoon of the 

s ame day, Stettinius telephoned.Senator agner and asked him whether he had already 

heard from Dr. Vise and the i' i onists in ew York about v. i thdrawing his resolution. 

I do not know h t w s said to Dr. ~ise. Dr. ~ ise didn't t ake t he trouble to apprise 

me of it. Dr. Wise had t·ken over the running of the Council's affairs, i gnoring 

the fact that I was still the Chairm·n of t he Executive, t hat 1 had neither offered 

my resignat i cn, nor had it been re 1uested, · nd tru:t as long as I remained Chairman, 
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I was at least one of the responsible politi cal heads of the Emergency Council. 

As soon as the request was made of Dr. v,ise, he lost no time to comply 

with it. 'ithout my k.nov1ledge, or consent, he again called a meeting, in fact 

two meetings, one on Thursd ·· y afternoon, the other on Thursday evening both 

meetings illegally convoked in violation of the constitutional provisions. At 

these meetings it was voted to send a delegation to Washington to arrange for 

deferment of the resolutions. 

·The committee arrived in Washington on Friday morning . The Committee was 

instructed to see me before they went to the C, pitol to persuade me to go along 

with them. Nothing was to be done until they had spoken to me. But by ei ght­

thirty o'clock in the morning, Dr. Wise had already telephoned 0enator Wagner 

again urging him to ask for deferment. 

I tried to make it clear to the committee that it would be committing a 

colossal and tragic blunder if they would do what t hey were about to do. We were 

not 1JX responsible for pressing the resolution. The Senate Committee was pressing 

for it. We should not assume in the sight of the American public and our ovm fellow 

Jews and Zionists t he pitiable and unenviable role of coming to Washington officially 

to re~uest the shelving of a resolution which we had s pent nee.rly a year in urging 

on the merican people and the American Congress. It was not our duty nor our 

responsibility to ask for deferment. If they thought it necessary, it is sufficient 

to indicate to Mr. Stettinius and through him to the President, that we are not 

responsible for pressing the resolution, that the matter is and has been out of 

our hands. 

I told them, furthermore, that the Senate Committee as determined to act. 

The resolution was not our .. rivate property. Many other groups and individuals 

we ·e interested in it, as well as the Senators themselves who had been urged by 

their constituencies to do what they regarded as a fine humanitaricm act . 

As a further indication of our desire to do all that we could to meet 

the President's position and at the same time not to compromise our ovm by making 
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a ;. ormal request to shelve the esolutions or by having t hem die in the present 

Congress after the House Commi ttee had acted and our people were e gerly eY cting 

further action, I suggested t hat perhaps some comoromise could be worked out 1hereby 

an agreement would be reached wi th Stettinius that t he House 'Aould go forward vdth 

its esolution since its Foreign Affairs Committee had already voted it out and that 

we would t hen undertake to persuade the senators t hat in view of this agreement and 

in view of the President's position, the 0 enate might defer action on t he 6 round 

thut hearings on the Resolution had not yet been held before that body , or as an 

alternative, that the Senate Foreign Relations Committee might vote out the 

Resolution, with the understanding t hat it would not come to t he floor of the 

Senate for final ction at this session. 

The Committee which the rump Council meeting sent down thought well of these 

sug: estions and an appointment was made with Stet tinius to see him immediately. 

As I understand it, the Gommittee made it clear to Stettinius t hat t he Zionists 

were not pressing for action, that pressure came from t he 'enate Committee itself . 

Stettinius informed the Commit tee that as far as the House vras concerned, he was 

in no position to say anything. As f ar as t he proposed suggestion t o the benate 

Committee was concerned, he himself ought r ather f voro.bly of the ide -- said 

that he would telephone Connally, and as I understand it, s gested t hat t he 

Committee should go to the Capitol and see Connally. But Senator Conn lly refused 

t he sug~estion out of hand. He told our people that that was not the way the 

Senate Committee did business. Connally was confident that he had the r esolution 

on t he skids, since there had been an agreement reached with Dr. vi ise, and the very 

presence of the Committee indicated to him t hat his plan nd t hat of t ne St ate 

Department was working out quite satisf ctorily. Other member s of the uenate 

Committee, which was in session while your committee was hovering outside its 

doors, were fully aware of what was goin& on . The Zionists were divided. The 

Jews themselves didn't kno· wh·t t hey ~anted after high-presµuring them for nearly 

a year to act in behalf of their resolution . And this was only fmty -eight hours 
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after the same Zion:i:t leaders had sent them telegraw.s urging action on the 

resolution~ 

Senator Wagner and denator Connally were called out of the meeting to listen 

to proposals and counter-proposals and half-hearted sug_estions b,_, your Committee 

for dropping and not dropping ti1e whole matter, while in the adjoining room Senators 

of the United t i:l. tes were waiting impatiently to act on our resolution. The Senators 

were standing by while your representd.tives were in the next room trying in some 

confused manner to prevent and not to prevent action on the resolution. Your 

committee was actually invited by Connally to come into the meeting of the enate 

,Committee and to tell them what they had told him nd uenator :agner . Fortunately 

they did not accept this invitation. 

The ~enate Committee finally got down to the business of considering our 

resolutio11 . Stettinius who as ex ected, did not come. either did he transmit 

the re4uested formal statement f~~m the President. Instead of which a state ent 

w's submitted, the statement which was finally issued bJ the tate Department the 

following Monday, stating that the State De rtment regarded action on our resolutions 

as undesir :-., ble because of the international situation. This ade no impression on 

the Committee. Senator Connally proposed that the res olution be tabled. This 

w s defeated 11-8 -- the second time that the Committee voted favorably to us. 

At this point, and before Sen· tor ~agner could move for a direct vote on his 

resolution, 'enator V-~rd enberg proposed a substitute . This substitute eliminated 

reference to the word "Jewish" in the phrase "Jewish people " and "Jevdsh Commonwealth." 

Because of all the delays and t e confusionu which had taken place since the first 

meeting of the Committee on lovember 29, because of the intensive campaigning which 

Lessing osenwald and his group did amonh the Senators in the interim, and because 

some of the Senators had become convinced that the Zionist leaders themselves were 

divided in their support of the ,agner-Taft Resolution, some oft em came to the 

conclusion that a "watered-dovm" resolution might be the easiest way n out for 
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everybody . Several senators o had 0reviously told agner tllut the oul<l f-, O 

dovm the line ith him, switched o~er t o the Vandenberg substitute. It should be 
8th 

borne in mind that up to this mee ting of December/there h d been no talk of 

amendmentst 

The telegram i·;hich t he heads of t he arties sent t ) the 00nators asking 

thut the word "Jewish" be retained before "Commonwealth" had, I am afr aid , the 

opoosite ~ffect. It served to point out t o the Spnators t he major oint of conflict 

and di agreement and made them more vary of it. The oint had up tot' at time 

not been r aised b/ anyone but Senator Austin . 

Another unfortunate ting about t he telegr~ms was that Dr . Goldst in chose 

to maKe his telegr ·m public . This served notice on t he Jewish public that the 

Zi onists of Americd had ucce ted t he lying inter~retation which Lessing osen;uld 

had placed on t he resolution, as it I as ado ted b the House Eoreign Affairs 

Committee, as a victory for the Council for Jude.ism's position. It was public 

acknovlledgment of a Zionlst defeat, ihen in realit it wus not a efeat at all 

but a gr eat victory for our cause. Lessing Kosenwald I s .,roup v1hich had suffered 

one defeat after anot er dur·ng the past year, and for whom this ~ction in Congress 

as the final and crushing defe~t , n~t r lly seized on t he straw oft e elmination 

of t he word "Jewish" before "Common,,eulth," to try to rehabilitate itself and to 

shoa to the ,orld that it had scored a victory . The ~i oni ts, t hrough their 

President, by acce ~ting losenwald 1 s utterly ~erverted interpretation, fell into a 

miserable trap. 

The Vanderberg substitute was carried 10-9. Ho;ever , because of the 

closeness of t he vote, it ias agreed th~t Senator Vandenberg and 0en~tor Hagner 

should meet to ether sometime before 2:30 1vionday afternoon and in the me ei ntime 

see if t hey could ork out a phrasing of the resolution satisfactory to ~11 . 

I reported this action to your Committee which had come to v•SJ1ington . I 
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told them th, tit may yet be possible to get a phrasing oft· e re olution wh ich 

would be satisfactory to us. le agreed that it would be desirable to call a meetini; 

of the Executive of the ~mer >ency Council in ,ashington for ~onday mornin ; prior 

to the final meeting of the 0 en' te Foreign Re tions Committee. I re 1uested fur. 

Lourie to c·ll such a meeting . 

That same afternoon I met with Senator Vandenberg, who ras not fully aware 

of ull t he implications of hi:3 substitute motion. He felt that the word "Jew" and 

"Jewish" a peared six times in the prel!mble und in the resolution, anrl t hat to 

him ·t appeared somewhat too provocative. But he agreed reudily to the suggestion 
, 

that t he resolution should read followino- the preamble "Resolved that the Senate 

re-affirm the action of Congress on June 50 , 1922, and in conformity t ~erewith 

advises t ~e President to use his good offices t o the end t hat the doors of Palestine 

shall be o .. en for free entry of Jews into that countr; and t hat t here shall be 

full opportunity for colonization so that they may as soon as pr acticable rec nstitute 

Palestine as a free and democratic commonwealth ." He asked me to inform Senator 

~agner that this revision was entirely agreeable to him . Th re was still the 

pros ect that in further conference t he word "Jewish" mi )"ht be substituted for "they." 
v,as 

T at same afternoon I /called by Mr. Lourie who said that Dr. Wise wanted 

a eeting either on Saturday or Sunday evenin~ to t alk over the sit ~tion. I 

told Mr. Lourie that I had no objection if our riendu wanted to t alk over 1..hat 

had transpired . I ersonally could not at tend such a meet · ng as I had been av ay 

from my ul it for t wo successive Sundays and must, out of deference t my o 

duties at the Tern le, occu y my ul~it that week-end . Perhaps Mr. Lourie did not 

fully understand me, but this was taken t mean that I had consented to a special 

me etino- of t ' e plenum of t he Council. Why my consent was necessar y in t e first 

place, I could not underst·nd, since meetin~s had been called by Dr. ~ise during 

the week not only without my consent, but in opposition to my clearly ex ressed 

wishes. In any event, I~ assed on t ro h vr . Lourie the request that no action 
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sho be taken since we would meet on 1.1onday in 1ashington and 1 would t hen have 

the op ortunity to participate in t ie deliber tions. 

A meeting was accordingly 1eld on Saturduy night which I under tand lasted 

to the wee hours of t he morning. Attemots, I under.Jt1.. nd, were ma.de to put through 

resolutions to repudiate me and my action. Actually no action was ta en. 
the 

On foondaJ mornino-, / !xecuti ve of the Zionist Emergency Council met • n 

Washin,~ton. At this meeting gave a tentative re ort. I succeeded in persuadin~ 

the members not to register any formal objection to the passage of our resQlution! 

I need not no v re-state the re[.sons which I gave. The Executive Committee agreed 

and, in so doinry, reversed t he decision taken at t e unauthorized meeting of t ne 

Council December 7~ Instead, our 'xecutive considered a ropoaal to re ,uest 

Stett·nius' (an a pointment with him had previously been made by Dr. ~ i e ) to is ue 

a statement (a) that his a_pearance before t ' e uen te ~oreign 1ffairs Committee in 

op_ osition to our resolution is in no rise to be construed as indicating that 

the State De rtment is not in accord with t he line of clear policy laid do~m by 

the President on October 15, and (b) t hat if we agreed to the deferent of our 

resol tion the tate Department would raise no objection'> to it when it would be 

re-introduced in the next Congress. I approved ~1e first part and strongly op osed 

the secon part, and t he Committee agreed to elimin~t~ it. It ,as then suggested 

tho.t I accompany Dr. {ise to the interview with Stettinius. Dr. Goldstein and 

r. Shulman joined t he delegation. In the cab on t h way over, Dr . . ise made sure 

to destroy th· t part of our draft roposal which su5 ,ested postponement of our 

resolution. r. Stettinius tho vht favorably of t he s ges ted statement and 

said that he would t ake it up with the President. Dr. Wise said th· the would 

send him a corrected dr·ft oft e suggested statement. 

It as now an hour or t wo before t e scheduled meeting of the ~enate 

Foreign elations Committee. The Committee met at' :30. The version agreed on 

b Wa ner and Vandenberg was resented, and while the committee was discussing it, 
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r. Stettinius made a second ap earance before it. He brought a personul plea 

from the President not to act on the resolution. He read, too, a telegr um • hich 

had been sent to the President on November 19, from a ~rou of 1,oslem societies 

in Cairo. copy of i telegram ,r. Stettinius, at t he re~uest of the President, 

for·mrded to Dr. ;ise and to me on December 13. It had evidently made a great 

im,. ression on t '1e President, for echoes of it are found in his letter to Senator 

.iagner . 

The telegram reads as follows: 

"To the President of the United States 

Fr&nklin D. Roosevelt 

The \hlte House 

w ashington . 

1. The Arabs , who are anxious to maint in cor ial relations ith .America, 

do not wis to attach great importance to certain ~eclarations regarding Pal0.stine 

which were made during the recent politic~l campaign, for tne· re i ~e , on the 

one hand , th~t these declarations were made in abnormal circumst~nces, and they 

consider on the other nand, that the declt..rations contradict the spirit of ,justice 

s onsored by you and by the noble Americ · n Nation , and are prejudicial to the cause 

of pc ce for which meric is fighting. ,•.oreover, they are corrt ra . to the right 

of Araos to live freely in their ovm country. 

"The Ameri an poli tica.l cam aio-n i-3 no'v\ over ~ and arabs ex. ect you, 

I.1r. c>resident, to dispel their fears, restore their faith in American justice, 

and draw closer the bonds of friends ip planted by Rmeric~n school ~n nurtured 

by eric n teachings nd doctrines int· e Middle East . 

"2. o country int' e world has suffered a greater injustice than Palestine . 

From time immemorial it has been an rab country . Je,s entered it a invaders 

and only occupied it for a short time; for they were constantly at ·,ar with the 

abo,ines, and other invaders soon drove t em out until the rabs, more t~ n 

thirteen centuries ago, finally liberated the country and settled it. 
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11 5. Palestine is, b. the will of od and. the atriotism of its eople, an 

Arab country and will forever remain so. Seventy million rabs, sup~)orted by 

three hun red million t·os"hms, are determined to redeem it i" t h their lives. Neither 

the Balfour Declaration, nor the decL:1.rd.ti.ons of statesmen and the o··rnr of 

Zionism em_ploying various measures of' force and coercion can chan'""e the course of 

history or dissuade Arabs from defending Palestine and checking t he tide of Zionism. 

11 4. Arabs have .... lways sym .. a thized with Jews in their afflictions in past, 

mediaeval and modern times and history bears itness to this fact. But Zionism 

has met this kindness by conspiring against Arabs and attempting to wrest P lestine 

from t hem. This has naturally led to feuds and bitter feeling which have l eft no 

hoe of reconciliation or mutual un~erstanding. 

"5. The oroj ect of installing J e is in Palestine ill undoubtedly lead to 

er 1m:..nent conflicts which will not only co1.1e to an end by one people destroyin5 the 

other, not only in Palestine but in t e •\fhole East a well. This fact is worthy 

of your ~ttention and the attention of all those ~ o are anxious to establish 

universal peace and tranquillity in the future. 

11 6. Arabs cannot believe t h· t Democratic America is c· ~ble of helping 

usur,ers, encouraging lnjustice, sacrificing her reput~tion, re1udiatin 1 her mission 

in this world, discarding her friendship with the ~rab world, and foregoing the 

moral and material interests which she has inArab and 1~ oslem count.Jtes, 11 for the 

suke of a race which is widelJ scattered in t he world, an , which only relies on 

the o ~er of money for the realization of its designs. 

11 For the above reasons, rabs meeting inCongress ho.e that you 1ill 

uphold them in their own country and tat Zioni m will be given no su Jort by you, 

your Government or your people. 11 

11 ( .:>igned) 

nTHE ARAB UNION SOCIETY, 
Fouad Abaza Pasha, Pres·dent 
Assa Dagher, Secretary Generul 

"THE YOUN' 1iEI: 'S !iJ O 1·1 ~ S~ CI 'fION 
Dr. Dardiri, Secretary General 



"EXECUTIVE COM ITT r~E F THE I NTET .Li.TI UNAL Al B 
PARLI&v ENT11.RY UNI O CONFERENCE, 

Mohamed ly Allouba Pasha , President . 

"EL- IKHW AL-r-ru 3Lir, n 
Hassan El-B&.nna, r resident . 

11 11 OSLE111 SOFIE SECTS, 
hai kh ~1-Sayed fthJned Al-Bakr l , President . 

"HI GHE1t CO1~1r ITTEE FuR THE DEFENSE OF ALESTI E. 
Hamed ~1-.: foligui Bey, Secretar y Gener al . 11 

Stettinius s tted t o t he committee th · t the St <.1 te De ~)artment ~ ould assume 

full r esponsibility for t he deferment of action . This had t he ef f ect of persuading 

some of t he uenators, and a resolution to postpone action f or t he time bei ng was 

carried by a vote of 11-8 . t is s i gnific ·-nt t hat in t his vote of 11-8, the 

Chairman h~d t o i nclude t wo votes of absentee membexs, one t hat of uenator Gl ass , 

ho has not been in t he benate for nearly t ~o years . 

Hov.r t he member s of t ne Committee actually felt about t ie , hole business 

is indicated by a Round Robin which t wA1ve of t he denators - - seven Democrats 

and five Republicans , consti tuting t wo-thirds of the 'enators who actually 

art i cipated in the ~enate Foreign Relations Committee meeting , s· gned t 11e ver y 

next day . This declaration read as follows : 

"Altnough t ne 0 en&.te Forei6n Relations Com .ittee, at t he r e,1ues t of t he 

St ate De artment, ost oned action for t he time being on t he Pale;s tine H.esol ution , 

o we wish to record our own personal ap roval of t he esolut ion which calls for 

t he free entry of Jews in to Palestine and full OJiJortunity for colonization so 

t h~t t he Jewish eople m&.y as soon as r acticable reconstitute Pal estine as a 

free and democratic commonwealth ." 
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II 

Takin6 stock of our si tuu.tion as of to-d· y , follov1in ::i t he ost onement of 

our resolution I should like to make t he following observ, tions . 1e have suf~ered 

a set-ba ck . Thc,re is no doubt about thut . But it is not a.Jserious as s ome have 

assumed . 

uppose v~hat had trans ired in t he l as t few eeks had not t aken .Jlace . 

Suppos e nothing has been done in connection with our esolutions in the House 

and in the denate . ·-- hat wo uld h ve ha.ppened? The Resolutions wo uld have died 

in t he ,)resent Congress . It is naive to assume thut nobody vrnuld have made 

any in. uiries as to why the lesolutions were not acted upon . The vhole country 

had been stirred t o the very last days of t \e present Con6 ress to demand a.nd 

to ex ect action . As I indicated earlier , t ote very last riays telegr ams ttrrl 

petitions 1ere nouring into ~ashington, m·ny of them from t he hands of i ionist 

leaders , ressing for action . Some satisfactory ex lana.tion wbuld have ha.d to 

be given . " at could rn Si..>.y? Tha t e regur Jed t'1e res· dent 's stater.1ent on 

October 15 and the olitica l platforms as sufficient and t he re was no longer 

any need for t he resolutions? Then why in the rnrld did we 1<:ee on ressing for 

the resolutions after October 15 with the full knowledge and a>. rovul of the 

Zionist Emergency Council? why did the '.6OA Convention inAtlantic (.,ity , following 

the President ' s std.tement, faSk for Congressional action? vJ hy did we ask Congressmen 

and ~enators all overt e country to pledge t ' emselves before election to vote for 

our r esolutions? No, t hat explanation would not hold water . le would then 

have to sa:,r tha t the ot ..: te Department dnd t l e resident had reL1ues t ed us to defer 

action and thut ·e com;ilied . This ould have ct .. lled fortJ. indl nant in uiries as 

to vhy the 8t a te De ·· rtment and t he President asked for defC!r111ent; the same 
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indignant in ,uiries w, ich a.re no being ruade und on top of it t : e 1,ioni.,t 

le .1dership would have been roundly condemned for havind' consented to such action . 

Our enemies certainly vould h·ve made Ia.ximum CtJitul of t--ie situation . 

Con~ress, in spite of all the urging and prom ting of the 2ionists , refu ed to 

act . Tne Ara.bs would have hailed t '1L.t as a gre t trium h, for t ey had a pealed 

directly to Con re., s not to act on our resolutions and Con~ress complied v:i th 

their re uest . An.ti-Zionists in t he United tates would have l1ad • field day 

at t~is major defeat . 

But how do we stand now as tr1e result of ·,hut has tr&nspired in the last 

fe , weeks? Th •re vms no actual rejection of our resolution by the Con rress of the 

United States . 

On the contrar y . Ever:r indicution is conclusive th· t t he L,on 'ress ms 

prepared to a_)µrove of it . Tne ouse ll'orei nAffairs '-'ommittee act lwlly hJ 1roved 

of it, anrl the uenate ,l!'oreign n.elations Committee, evidenced bv the Round 11.obin, 

which the Jena.tors signed, had a majority and more t_an a majoritJ to · ,Jrove lt . 

The : resident, had t he resolution deferred . le have not lost ground t 1erefore with 

th _ Americtln 9eople, with Amer· can public 00inion and wit· the legi s l ative 

representatives of our countr,r . The action of deferment has been severel. criticized 

b,1 the public uress . There has hardly been anywhere a.n a )rova l of its ,. ction . 

It has not convinced t he 11.mericc...n eople . These are fc.1 ct , an t , ,Pse true facts 

should be stres.5ed arl'l riven home t o our eople • n l to th f-illl8r ic: n ~eo le 

gene ... ~lly . l e should not talk of th efeat of our resolution - even if some of us 

're anxious to disc1·edit this or t ' c...t leader . It will do gre<lt hurt to Zioriist 

morale . Every ~ionist body will suffer . 

As far a tne Pre .3ident is concerned, fut ·e events will sho t ~tt ._. e have 

gained rather t ran lost ,a;round . The re ort hich ·sheen idelv s re .... d tat the 

Presi ' ent is an5 ry at what • s haJ ened, as far us I kno,·i, rests on on evidence . 

It apoears to be either a surmise or an inter ret~tion c~lcul .... ted to ere· tea .anic 



-52-

mood in our r .... nks and force t hrough certain a ction which certain _)eopl,~ have 

agreed upon . As part of t hi panic cum aign one must 1oint t o the memorundum 

which Dr . ~ ahum Ll-oldmann sent me , and t ne content s of w.1ich he reve·41Gd to a 

press conference . It concerned tn re uest which we mad e of r~ r . Stettinius on 

December 11 to issue a sta tement declarin6 t · this appearance before the denate 

Commit tee did not i ndic 0. te a di ver ~e1.ce fro n t he polic/ announced b·r t he President 

in his October 15 letter to Senator 11 a gner . 

I was a member of t he committee which cul led upon 11r . Stettiniu.s to re uest 

t hat stutement . The reply of wr . Stettinius was not given i n writin,t; to the 

Council, but orally to Dr . Goldmann und Dr . ldise ,;ho haJpened to be ca l l i nt,, on 

the Secretary of Jtc1.te on another miss ion . Dr . Goldmann sent me t he follo ,, i ng 

mernort::..ndwn a f e~. days later : 

11 1.ilr . Stettinius called Dr . 'lise ~-nd me into his room before meetini with 

t he delegation . He told us t hat he had been in touch 1i th t rie Pr esident about 

t ~1e sta tenent which we h1..td sug~ested he should issue . 11e s ;__. i d that t he Pr e..,ident 

W's in a ver y bad mood because we had gone aheu.d wit h t he r esolution..-, and instead 

of a c4uiescing in his re .1uest to hold the matter up for the time being , had sought 

to bring ~res sure to beur t hr ugh the 1.Jena te . He 'elt that the Lii oni s ts had lost 

confidence in him , and l'ur . Stettinius said t :1at in t .1e circumst,lnces it :ms ni ficult 

to discuss such questions wit him a t t i1is tiu e . It would not be ossible for him 

(h1r . S . ) t o issue t he 1Etter sugcrested ." 

I was surprised an l disturbed b,Y this report for in my t ,, o revious cont ...... cts 

w.i.th f,i r . :Jtettinius t 11ere was no indic,~tion , 1atsoever ~·iven t hat t rie Pr ~Jident 

was in a verv bad mood or t c1.t ' e felt th,ht t ne 1.i ioni'"'ts h~d loJt confidence in 

him . 

In preparation f or my officia l report to t he mer "ency Council, .. hich was 

to be given on December ~O , c.md in or(~er not to do any inj stice ei th~r t o t he 

'ecretary of 0t a te or to the President, I made i n½.uiries as to whet her this 

rn emorandwn of Dr . Goldmann correctly re , '"' ad said , 
,)resented r l ~ t lv r . Stettinius u 



, nd w. ethe r Jorha s he had been misL. uot ed , or mis unde stood . 

I rece L ved a re pl y to t he effect th .. t Dr . Goldi,· nn I s .1e1Jo .:..nd n 11 v·us not 

4uite in accordance . i t1 ... t e ...>ecretarv I s record . 
~ 

Tne 0ecret· r y tolj Dr . 1i oe t . a t 

he hc:..d been in touch l th t he President as he had :t offered to do rega rdin, t11e 

s t a.ternent ','•1ich Dr . ,1ise ::.nd Dr . Silver had re _ues ted nim to mc..l e . The rec.1.ction 

thi:.l. t r .. r . Stettinius o, t ained v1as t nat t he President felt thc..t this rouo should 

a.ve cm i icle1 ce in his hundlin6 of t he riu.tter nd th· t it ould ot be ,1.plJropri· te 

for ,ir . St ttinius to issue the statenie t . ~Ir . Stettiniu. ask'd .Ur . r ise if he 

-i; oul be good enout,h to :,ive tb.is infori .ation to D . ... ~ilve1 . 11 

This, of course, is a rvdic<- lly diffe ent version from i, • t of' Dr . Goldu: nn I s . 
in 

Tl-ierc i s nothing hur e about the Preoi en hein._;/&. verJ b·rl 1 ood , or feeling that 

t he Li nists had lost confidence in Lim . 

Te Presi .ent b; his i ction forcing Gon~resa to Jost~ore our r esolition 

ha.s ) Ublicly assumed solemn end t;rove r es JOnsibility to··,vrds our cause in the 

s ight both of Con[,ress &nd of th .ericbn .. eople. In so man, ords t ... e Pr sident 
< 

told Congress, through his ~J ecrett1.r~ of 8 t b te • ~10 spoke in his n- me ; "Leave the entire 

mu.tter to me t Don ' t do anything yourself l I w·11 t c1.ke cvre of the mut ter f nlly l 

You c ~ln trus t me t o look after t r e inte est of f ree Jewish immi ., r , tion into Pale"'tine 

and of t he J ewish Common-ie&..lth .,, ien the µroper timex comes . " Prior to that noment, 

we ha.d the )re-elect i on i>romise fr m t he Pr er:;i·1ent, v1 hich unf or tum tel y 1.1c...ny 

persons here an~ abrood h· d di s counted as an electi on promi Re . Th..... .ra.·,s '1' d done 

so ?Ublicly l:lil' r eoeti t edly . 1o i1 , as o result of v;nat happened in .bshin ton 

we are entitled to t· ke the osi t ion t bu t t here is nm, • new co11mit 1rent bv the 

President tnrough the CongreD of t ile United Jtt..tes on t e b· sis of 1• hich thut body 

was persuaded not to tuke uction of its on . His intervertion couln be justified 

only on t hr t c..ssumption . If v1isel,,v and ski llfully util • 'l,ed this evelopment can 

be used as most effective 1:t,·ns to urge t.e .t'reside t into action . ithout s uch 

urging he h·s no moved in t he st c,nd is not E lik l y t o I ove in the ft ture . 



It is t:ercfore tactico.lly false on ou part to ·unlo'd • 11 the ref' onsibility 

for th defer ment on our resolution unto he tute e r ' rtr.1ent, \a,hic 's e 11 

kno·· i.s(uite innocent in t r e ·-1hole mc..ttPr. On tlc contrttr. it s· ... ould be cle· rly 

and ,idely stuted tht..t it Wes t he Pre ident himself .r o as 1 ed for t e deferment 

on t11e l, round tho.t Le felt th ..... t such o.ction c...t this tim v~ wld et1bc..rruss him . 

He may have been wrong in thinking so . Some of us beliPve the t he v, s v.ronc . 

But that \&.S hie judgment . He has romised Congress to look after our intere,.,t t 

the Jroper tir1e , and because of tlis ~romise Congress \LS ,Lrsuuded, u;uinst its 

ovm \vi.11 , to )OS tpone " ction on our resolution . The Presi ent has • sk d .Lt v·e 

have confidence in him . e shall now eagerly and eurnestly wait for the fulfillment 

of tr at iromise . 1/!e ,,ould feel outr' 6 ed if we were let do , but 1e do not expect 

o be let dmm . 

This is clP-' rly t e line to follo .. in our )re c• • n in our propn.g· nd· --

not to heap c.buse on t he otate De rtnent or on r . 'tettinius \ Jho as 1e lmo\' 

acted only as the mouthoi ece of t he President . tor to shiel the Presicent by 

spiritin5 him out of this drama in which he was the chief ..... ctor, nor b , fl· ellating 

ourse v s or tte11 ting to SL..crifice tl is or tLtt Liionist lec:.der c. ..... sec, J :,oc.1 t 

for sins ,. hich we c3 • d not co unit . 

h· t l· '"' trc1.nsµired in recent .eeh.s should help further to cle· r · w· y in 

our mm minds , as the res Jonsible 1 ·aders of our movement , certt..in delusions • bout 

t he President ·.tier.. some of us have chosen to entertt in and some of us havf' so 

assiduousl. cultivt.. ted t!roughout the years. 

The President is not sold on - estine . He does not underGi · nd our 

movement . I doubt v hethcr he has re .... d sin.rle rnemorc-indurn i'lhich v,e huve sent to 

him . He t entertains tov;·ards our movement the same C,<.tti tude of gene al goor1 • ill 

and uninvolved benignanc, \!hich he entert· ins O\t rds a dozen other ort ,y cL uses 

but having no intentinn of pressing for thefu vigorously on the inter ttional scene . 



Ew rossed s he is in c.1. globc, l 'L.r, he cannot be counted on t o go out of hi~, w y 

for us unless he i s goaded and .J rodded into it by the presnure of publj ooinion 

and by c1. re&.l and eirn0st insistence on the •art of a. determined und not eisily 

a >peased Jewish community . 

The President ~i hes to let tne Pa l es tine i~sue r i, e a long ~s oss i ble , 

perhcq s until t ne end of the mr not only in tne 1est but in t he East . In t his 

he orobablJ shbres tr e vie, s of Ghurchill. In Sortte vague vm he ho es s ome dc.:.y 

•hen he meets Ibn baud to I"lc .... ke some - - Lt UO arrc nger 1e t hv1ereh.r t he J e,ws 1iwill 

get something nice in f[.. lesti e . He does not .kno" • t t he moment lien he v,ill meet 

Ibn Saud ~nd wh·t he 'ill ask of Ibn ud :nen he meets nim, s fc.r E,S Je ish 

lestine is concerned . 1hen t he mee t in finally t· kes pace, if ever , the 

President is likely to be guided, I am afr 1-,id, b the experts in t 1c !e· r E, st 

Di vision ~Yho as .~ ou kno, a re bi tterl;y anti-Zionist . T ne .Pr es in ent i~- still greiitly 

im Jres sed wi th t he unitAd r hb op)oSition to our ,,ovement and the fu.ct, as he v, rote 
on tlie other side 

to ..:>en, tor ~agri er, " tnc.,. t tnere are a h;_ lf-million Je s in P£. l estine a.nd/there are 
a -- S'cre 

sevent million ;~!Osler.is out to cut t .1eir thro· ts ..... nd t " t/must. ~e avoided . He 

1.mnts nothing s id or done over here for it lhill add fuel to t he flures ." 

ctu lly \ h1::1.ve never hc..d c,;,n op ortuni t) t o it down ,:i th t he Pre"' id ent 

a nd t o discuss iith him adequately t ,1e Pul stine L~uestion end the politjca.l 

rec;lities o' t he situ&tion . Ve had expected to have sucL an op.iJortunity in .b.ugust . 

But i t didn 't come off . The last attem t to do so ve m&de i Octo er, at your 

direction . Tne 9urf-)ose .e had in rind, the Jur,.>ose ~.h ich I certt. inlL· h· d in mind 

was not merelJ to secure nother message , however good, to· Zi onist 6 t nering ; 

but to attempt at lone., la.st to come to gr· ps v. i th t he r.:> Jlem of offici 1 policy 

, nd to explore y, i th t he Pre ident t he d irections in v,hich he might be induced to 

move. That ~lso mis- arried through no f ault of nine. I ·ill r ef r to the 

Pres· a ential mess 6e little later on . 
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The President ,.ill, I believe, in t he last an l ysis, follow Churchill I s 

le3d . He is not likely to take the initiative or go bey ond Churchil . Un ortunately 

Churchill hati come to feel stron~l y the op >osi tion to our caus T, .. i thin his o .r:n 

Cabinet, his m,n ou.rty, and v.i thin militc.;ry circles . He i s turninP. for su Jort .. 

and reinforcement to t he United ot tes and to ?res i dent oosevelt . One of the 

re sons, you 1;,ill recr ll , which moved many of us a.tone of the me etings of our 

Emert ency Council to n . .1.nt Conirressi oria.l , cti on uas the revelation in Dr . 1ei 7,r :inn's 

letter re orti ~g on his last interview ii th Churchill ho. eagerly t r.e Prime Td nister 

w1: s iva.i ting for American show of sup oort . President Roosevelt I s >resent grc-1 s p, 

or lack of r asp of our ~roblem and his unwillingness to move enert..et1cally in 

our behalf for it is cleL..r that if he v1ere willing , he rnuld rr.ost t- s suredly 

have v, elcomed ac1,ion inCongress , • ction v.hich coul do nothin ~ but strengthen his 

hands - do not td u :-;;er well for us . \'e rill not im rove the situt-tion b. stifling 

·11 criticism of the Pr esident , by shielding nd justifying him on all occasions . 

Thi , I am afrc1id , is •~ hf!t he has come to count upon in all hi~, rel tions v • h 

the Jewish Jeople . His Administration did very little, next to nothing , during 

these tragic years in t he f ield of rescue und refugee help, ins ite of the gre·t 

clamor which ,e made , but t he Je s of .America criticized ever ~one ut him . hy 

should it be d ifficult to get the Zionists to u.dopt a similar c:..ttitude? In 

my hUTuble juogment there is need for a franker, more realistic u.nd do\n-to-e·rth 

relt.. tionshi9 betiyi een the President and the LJionists of t he Unit d t:i tates -- a 

new rela tionship hich mi6ht huve come long a 1~0 but for a tendency in Je ·ish l i fe 

to c ling to old- fc..shioned and bc...nkrupt mah yt...fit Shtadl·nut in • hin~ton uhich 

went b, the name of olitical act · on nd st~te~manship , and got us nothing . 

Our only hope li sin maki nG tne President nd his udvisors re~li · e that 

the z,i nists do not and cannot a rove his failure and th t of his dministrc1. tion 
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to act for five long years on the infwnous 1 hite Pa er, th t t 1ey are ver, unh· py 

about his ukase to the i.)enate not to a.ct on a resolution ,hich cl lled for the 

free entry of Jeus into Palestine and for a Jev ish Commom;eulth, th<--t t hey htt.ve 

submitted to his ju<lgment v.i t , great misP:ivings, thut the Liionists have h ripht to 

know . h:it is in the President 's mind nd in the mind of the Sttite De rtrnent vi th 

reference to Jewish aspirations in alestine . The hour js lctte the air is ull 

of lans, oroposc.1.ls and counter-propos,, ls. So far we have had nothing from our 

Government but t 10 offici&.l prohibitions gainst a 1Jro-2ionist resolution in 

Con ,ress on t~ie one hand, and hi,, ovm sta.tei,,et, hhich he 1t.as unw· llin 

Conoress endorse i 

o have 

Those who say thut our political strategy is to keep the resident • lvl..ys 

sw ·et-tempered, to ex.lain awc:1.y his ever;y error ·nd bad judgment in relat· n to 

our cause, and to say "yea 11 &nd "nay" whenever he s..i rs 11 yea 11 or 1 iiay 11 are, in 

my humble judgment , terrilily in t he rong . To criticize the President is not 

to at -+:ia.ck him . He is being criticized by friends nd b members of his own arty 

freJ.uently for ·hat they reg·rd as wrong policies or bad ap±Jointments , or 

politic<.1.l mistakes . o i . Churchill criticize• • Y his friends fre uently . 

The President ~ill gain res ect for us a.no v.ill l3nd a more attentive ear to us if 

we grow in independence and in dignified insistence on what we believe to be 

morally due us. The President must be made aware th~t there is a critical judgment 

to satisfy, an ap)raising eye and an uncompromising determin tion on the part of 

the Jev s in the United 0 t· tes and non-Jews, as v1 ell, tho vv""nt to see full ·ustice 

to Jewish Palestine, and camt upon the ? resident because of the er ve conm1itments 

he has made ·nd the res Jonsibility 1Ahich he has voluntafily assumed to do his 

utmost to see that this justice is done. 

~e must ·lw ys bear in mind th t the President is cons ·antly subject to 

conflicti g pressures of all kinds from all uarters on ull subjects . He is 

accustomed to it; it is his daily bre·d . ,oreover, we re assured by some ho know 
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him best that he const~ntly takes these pressures an influences into account and 

his action soften the comoosite resultant of these v·rious pressures. That is 

natur&.l; t hc.; t is humc.1.n . This is true .__1s0 in the matter of Palestine . Do not 

deceive yourselves . Apart from such ~)res sure as .e exert from time to time, there 

are al ·ays other pre ;rnures which our adversaries are exe i:- ting in one form or another. 

The Arabs, British influences, Americ, n anti-Zionists, Jewish anti-Zionists and 

the resident's letter of December 3 to Senator agner clearly reflects t his 

n situation . Does anyone really think th t if ~ionis t oressure were removed, we 

would gain b; it? Or would not t he inevitable result be t hat combined and 

continuou pressure from our adversaries would push the President further and 

further away from a pro-Zionist line? 

I want to make it p~rfectly clear so that there may be no misunderstanding: 

I do not mean tha t we must att ck him or that ·, e de' 1 i th him t actlessly . Such 

pressure as \ 8 may find it advisable to exert from time to time must be well and 

wisely considered and we must be sure of our ground. It nrust be legitimqt e nd 

appropriate . ~urely no one will assert that the proposed action by Con~ress, 

repeating in subst ·~nce :h· t t he President himself had said only a few weeks earlier, 

could be regarded by any re&son' ble ~erson • s being unreasonable or inaptlropriate . 

On the contrary, the veto imposed by the Administration was not re~son~ble in the 

circums tances . In this m&tter it is we who are t he aggrieved party, not the 

President, and r . oosevel t as a reasonable man mus t hlriself recognize this to 

be true . Thut is t he only position v,hich ~ e can take as self-resnecti men and 

representatives of a self-res ecting movement . 
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III 

Wh t has tr ns ired in 1/ashington in t he last few weeks poi ts up g· in 

the conse,1uences which flow from dual or mul tipl8 leaders i i p in our Emer-;ency 

Council. I am per suaded that had t he conduct of our· ffairs been left in my 

hands and had t he members of this body remained united behind me, we could have 

accomplished both objectives, persuaded the President to change his mind, and 

had the resolution adopted by the ongress of t he United tates. Cleavage and 

cross-currents in our r unks have again led to frustration, even s competition 

for control and prestige led to serious crises in our Council before. 

La.st ugust I felt constrained to send in my resignation to th' body. t 

that time it was the case of Dr. Goldmann wh o c rried on inde pendent oolitical work 

forestalling us and getting in our way. In October it as the case of Dr. Wise 

acting en his ovm, ag&in without the authority of the Emergency Council, inf ct 

in clear contravention to t he instruction of the Emergency Council \hich as that 

the ZOA should not re~uest a message from the resident f or its Convention but 

th· t the contemplated interview with the President should be devoted to a serious 

discussion of Palestine, the threat of partition, etc. A re~ues t for an interview 

with the President had been made by Dr. ~ise and myself. Dr. ise on nis om, and 

without my knowledge, arranged for a private interview with t he President at ¼hich 

time he requested a statement to be read at the ZOA CONVE TION . As re ortedin 

the papers the following morning, the st tement which he received from the 

President was a thoroughly bad one. It read tut the president, as a candidate, 

gives his full su o,>ort to the Democratic P rty plank, with emphasis on t he words 

"as a candidate," upon which the President insisted, as I learned l·ter on. It 

was only by ~uick thinkin , and quick ~ction that I obtained th t very day a full 

endorsement of the Jewish Common ~e· 1th and a promise to work for it if elected, 
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from Governor Dewey, which forced the hand of the fresident and made him revise his 

position t wice , with l.,'lr. bhulman and others spendi ~ close on to .;ii4OO, in telephonic 

communications w~th Senator ~agner and the 1hite House to achieve t e result. The 

letter to Sen tor Vagner which was read at the Zionist Convention w s actually 

no letter, but a composite of telegrams, copies of which you muy be interested to 

see. This letter which was h~i.iled and for purposes of our propagand it Yfas most 

desirable to h il as a gr eat politicul triumph, was obviously a pre-election promise 

wrested by force from an un ·illing President. That his heart was not in it, -that 

he would have preferred not have issued it, is evidenced by his determined opposition 

six weeks later to have the Congress of the United bt~tes endorse the position 

v,hich he publicly took on October 15, a.lso by his note to Sena tor tlagner of December 4 . 

That entire episode was the product of un·uthorized nd independent action 

on the part of Dr. Vv ise and a few of his confidants. It wa.s also secreti Ye, as far 

as I was concerned. Dr . Wise i nformed me neither of is going to the hite House, 

of what he was going to discus with the President, nor after the meeting what he 

had discussed ~ith the President . Dr. Viis e t o this d y has not given an explanation 

to the Emergency Council of thy he ~ent in countervention to t he Council's instruction, 

and what transpired, not why he did not inform the Executive Chairm&n of what had 

tr~nspired. At the meeting of our ~xecutive on October 12, some of you expressed 

your indignation at this procedure but not those who are today so much agitated 

at what they regard a contr·vention of a Council decision . There t he matter 

rested. o action a taken . 

A similar unfortuna te situ· tion which led to consider ble embarrassment 

occurred in February of last year when at th instruction of the Emergency Council 

as of January 13, an a pointment was re~uested with the President . uch an 

a pointment was finally arranged for us for v ednesday Februa 2. le vere at 

th t time greatly disturbed by re orts which reached us from London of an imminent 

announcement of a new policy for Palestine based on rtition . But Dr . ise who 

had ' lecture tour scheduled on t ' 1e Pacific Coast, asked uener 1 "atson to postpone 
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that interview to Februar r 14. This done without my kno1ledge and w1. thout the 

knowledge of the Emer~·ency Council, some of whose members greatly resented this 

fact. Had we seen the President on February 2, as arranged , possibly the fate of 

our resolution mi~ht h~ve been different. 

Furthermore, while we we were planning to see the President on Zionist 

affairs, Dr. Goldmann, and I assUlle with t he lrnowledge of Dr. ~,ise , was negotiating 

with Judge Rosenman to have non-Zionists and members of the American Jewish Committee 

included in this ap pointment . On February 5, we received a letter from General 

~ atson, Aide to the President, stating that t he President "had agreed to receive 

on February 14 Dr. dise, Dr. Silver, Dr . Goldmann , tr . Nonsky, Mr. Blaustein, 

i'itr. Pr oskauer , Mr . Held ." The letter went on to say: 11 I understand t his conference 

has been re4uested of the President in order to discuss t he continuance of 

immigration into Palestine and the settlement of the refugees t herein. ~Will you 

please notify me of your ability to attend at t his time? 11 

The Council voted that we should not attend such a meeting and the meeting 

was finally called off to the embarrassment of every one. forking at cross­

purposes, we had entangled ourselves in an ur1avorable situation. 1;e did not meet 

with the President until arch 9 at a meeting which I requested, following the 

deferment of action on our Resolution as the result of the intervention of the 

Wc1.r Department. Thus, in practically every important activity of oUIS during the 

year, the duality or multiplicity of leadership resulted in confusion and frustration. 

W
1hen I assumed t he chairmanship of the Executive of this Council, and 

co-chairmanship with Dr. 11 ise of t he full Council, it was with the clear under­

standing that the active direction of the political work of our Emergency Council 

would be vested with me. There could not have been any doubt about t his thing 

in the mind of Dr. Wise for he had twice a .)pealed to me in the presence of 

Dr. ~eizmann , Dr. Goldmann, Mr . Lipsky and others to assume that leadership, 

because of the low st te into which the political work of our movement had fallen. 
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I t,,ice declined, knowing of the nucleus of o position to me which existed ,i thin 

th Council . I was finally persuaded to defy this snail group for the sake of the 

cause, to assume the leadership . Im de it very clear to Dr. Vise in a letter 

which I addressed to him on July 29, 1943, from which I am 4uoti . • 

"Both you arrl Dr. ieizmann approached me some months ago with the reeiuest 

to take over the direction of t ne political work of our movement. You felt, 

as any of us huve felt right along, that there has been an unfortunate confusion, 

in efficiency, over-lapping and cross-purposes in our political work and that the 

situation called 1'or complete reorganization ~nd above all for centralization of 

a1thority. Both you and Dr. 1eizmann as well as Mr. Lipsky and others c..sked me 

to take over this work . I demurred knowing of the determined opµosition of some 

of the men \'Tho today control the administration of the ZOA . I told you that 

while I was willing to fight for Zionism, I • s not illing to start a i'i ht 

vith Zionists for t he privilege of serving the cause. You appealed to me to take 

over the work on t he ground that you yourself are heavily encumbered with many 

other res onsibilities, and are tired ... " 

"When you told me yesterda. over t he telephone that you have been persuaded 

to retain t he chairmanship of the Zionist Emergency Committee, I was somewhat 

bewildered . If it was your intention to remain in that important post, neither 

I nor anyone else would have considered su · lanting you. The office is yours 

by right of service and achievement in the movenent . But I assumed all along that 

you earnestly wished to be relieved of it . It ~as on the basis of th&t understanding 

th~t I participated in the discussions in the 1st few months looking towards a 

reorganization . If now you feel th t you wish to ret·in that office not in an 

honorary , but in an active capacity , I wish you ;ould let me know ,efinitely, 

and in making my reply to the draft letter addressed to me, I will say that Dr . lise 
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!ise is he~d of the politic~l emer ency work of the movement and there is no need 

for drafting me or anyone else, dnd that as far as the Presidency of the ~OA 

is concerned, I never sought tat office, and I find opportunities for my hionist 

services in oth r fields ..• " 

So t hat • hen onAugust 9, 1943, Dr . W ls e, Dr. \,,\oldstein ano I signed an agreement 

in Dr. ~ise's study st~ting "that vith the concurrence of all parties, Dr. Abba 

Hillel Silver, Chairman of the United Palestine Ap 1Jeal, for long one of t he md>st 

distinguished figures in ~ionism, will be summoned to l eadership in the sphere 

of political affairs by becoming t he co-Chairman ~ith me of the Americun ~mergency 

Committee for Zionist Affairs, nd assuming also the Ghairmanship of its Executive 

Co1umittee, the body responsible for the centralized direction of our political 

efforts," Dr . ' ise knew fully v1ha t meant by le&dership and by centralized direction. 

He understood fully that I would not assume the role of a vice-President to him 

or that he would retain the same authority in the political field v,h ich was his 

before he and others invited me to assume the politic~l direction of our ,ork. 

Unfortunat~, as soon as the reorganiz1 t ion of our Council began to show 

results arrl ne life w~s infu d into it, Dr. 'ise evidently cnanged his mind 

and progressively during t e year, bcgc.:n to re-a ,,ert his ..._ __ ..... µosi tlon , and 

to .. r....rds t:1.a end, t :...ct h t oueh I :1 a sec ndary and ulmost neglieible officer . 

I have never accepted Dr. ise's unilateral inter.ret tion of his role and mine 

in this Council, and I do not now. The attitude of the ZOA officials who are also 

re. resentatives on th· s ouncil to ·ar d. s me and my , ork ls also well 'mown to you . 

It acted as an op_osition bloc throughout -- at times boldly, at other times covertly . 

Already at the iionist Convention in Atlantic City he and hi little cabal 

were preparing the 1vay for my elimination . The resolutions Committee of the 

Convention had ;.>repared a resolution ,1 ich •• hole-heartedly endorsed my administration . 

It called for a continuation of the dynamic and successful ro~ress oft e mergency 

Council "under the present leadership ." ta subse~uent meeting, Dr . oldstein 
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demanded t he elimination of thf' words "under t he present l eadership." He made 

tha.t re --:1.uest, he said, in the name of Dr:· ise with whom he had s oken by telephone 

in ew tor k . I stc1ted, of course, t hd.t as far as I as concerned, I int ended to 

hold my office not a singl e day longer than the Emergency Council wi shed me to, 

and t at, of course, I 10uld agree to the elimination of the ·ords "under the 

present l eadership." 

The ZOA Administratinn had a difficult time at the plenary session of the 

Convention to put through the resolution ~Ii thout the words, "un er t he . resent 

leadership . " I personally had to step forward and beg t he delegates t o ~gree to the 

omission of those words. But I and my friends knev, all along what was in the 

mind of Dr. Goldstein and his clique . 

Many will rec~ll t he fight which raged at the ZOA Convention in Atl ntic 

City about my annual report which the administr~tion ,as determined ~o schedule 

at the ver y end of the Convention , hen most of t e delegates would have ;one home, 

in order to make small change of it. Dr. Goldstein had to yield to t he pressure 

from the delegates but the .hole miserable 1:1ffair was anot er result of t he 

embittered and envenomed olicy of unrlermining, belittling ~nd discreditin , vhich 

Dr. Gold tein and his friends had been carr ·ing on throughout the year . 

It is clear , however, that this bod r cannot any longer continue to operate 

on th·t basis or we will be going steadily from bad t o worse . 

I would suggest t hat a committee representing all arties be ap._ ointed to 

look into tis situation closely, to make a careful s tudy of our organizational 

str cture with an eye to the great r efficiency and tne smoother functionin ..r of 

our Council, and to bring in a report for our consideration . Thi, I regard 

as of vital importance . 




