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Mr. William Hard 
1731 Eye Street, 
fa ington , n. c. 

Dear • Hard: 

• 

CO p y 

.A.pril 26, 1944 

• 

It's a long tie a1 ce I last had the pleasur ot meetin with 
you, tho h I had been hoping to see you again in connection with a number 
of att rs. 

It I am ,rriting to you todey, it 1• because I h v ju st bought 
the ay number of 11 The Reader• 1 Digeat, • and have Juat read the article 
on Pal sti e by J'reder1ck C. Painton. I ahoclo d by 1 t. And I n al ao 
terribly worried about the incalculable harm which the article ia bound to 
do the c e which is o dear to , and I lmow it 11 to you. The article 
fairly bristle• with miataksa, contradictory 1tatemente, dlatortiona, balt-
trut •• d downright fala hoods. Jar fro m b i n obJectiv d balanced 
treatment of the proble , it 1• obviou■ly one-aided well aa superficial. 
I really amazed that a journal like t D hould print c11ch en 
article without gi'Ying the repreaentativea of t he Zionist movement an oppor
tuni t to submit our obaerv tions at 1 a t r ivately to thlt editor ot the 
Digeat before they decided to publiah it • 

.A.part from the Zioni1t1, there are people inthia country who are 
autboritiea on Paleatin • sue as Dr . alter C. Lowdermilk, .l11istant Chief 
of the u. s. Soil Con1ervation Service, 11ho ha■ recently publiahed a book 
on t he bject •Paleatine. Land or Promis ,• Profe1aor illiam F. Albright, 
head of the Oriental Seminary, John• Hopkins Univer1ity. wbo ■pent about 
sixteen y ara there, neither of ih be1n Jewa, and ther are ot rs. I 
wonder why it baan •t occurred to the •ader' 1 Dige1t• to print 9'1lJJJDar7 

of Dr. Lowdermil '•boo. 

Th ticl in question will, I am aure, creat err lbl e im-
pre11ion and be a •ftre blow to the Zionist cause. I appeal to you, dear 
fri · , o do • t you can to od the d ·e. I ow our he t 11 
in the right place. Surely you can help u,. 

1th warme1t regard,, aa ever 

Cordially yours, 

I 



, 
AMERlw,l\l'-1 ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL , 

~ 342 MADISON ~VENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

' Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date April 2?, 1944 

Harry L. Shapiro 

The ll!B.y issue of the Reader I s Digest carries a 11 Report on Palestine" by 
Frederick C. Painton. In many respects this is one of the most unfavorable -
and untrue - articles on the Palestine question to appear in an .American 
magazine. When we consider the tremendous circulation and influence which 
the Reader• s Digest ha$ both here and a.broad, we realize how damaging a blow 
W~. Painton 1s piece is to the Zionist cause. 

The falsehoods and perversions in this article (and there are many) nust be 
brought to the attention of the editors of the Reader's Digest immediately. 
Please have your people prepare and send a number of letters to the Reader's 
Digest. These should be addressed to: 

Va-. DeWitt Wallace, Editor 
Reader's Digest 
Pleasantville, New York 

Letters can be brief or lengthy in accordc1I1ce with the wishes of the writer. 
Have them select one or more points of the following criticism and expand on 
them. In nc case are the lett.~.L!:>-11.9_J_n..£1.i_;._d§ .. _~.~1 t en~~§....1v)1~ch are lifted bodily 
from the cri ti ci sm -- tht wr,rds mu.st b_3 th.o...§~_Q.f._ihe let ter•-\vri ter. It is 
imperative that these le ters be sent immeci.iately! 

In their introduction to Mr. Paintonts article, the editors of the Reader's 
Digest make it perfectly clear that they are solidly behind the opinions 
expressed by the author. They point o".lt that 'vvhilo Mr., Painton: s report 
was intended II solely as a memorandum to the edi·cors~ that they might intelli
gently appraise current articles on the subject,'' they found it 11 so informative 
and so important as to warrant publication. 11 

This article, then, is in the opinion of the Digest 1 s editors 11 the trnth behind 
the passion and politics in the controversy over extending immigration to the 
Jewish homeland." Why Frederick C. Painton, the Digost•s correspondent in 
the Near Eastern theater, is best qualified to present the true picture is 
not explained. Perhaps the editors were impressed with his assertion that 
the report is 11 as honest and objective as it is in my power to write~ 11 Let 
us, therefore, examine Mr. Painton•s conclusions for 11 truth, 11 "dbjectivity, 11 

and 11 hone sty. 11 

To begin with, ?,~. Painton makes things rather easy for himself. He conven
iently disregards the international implications of the Palestine question -
little iter&1s like the Mandate for Palestine which the League of Nations 
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conferred upon :Britain 11 for the establishment in Palestine of a national home 
for the Jewish people," the Joint Resolution unanimously adopted by the Congress 
of the United States favoring such a national home, the special treaty between 
the United States and Britain which declared that no changes could be made in 
the terms of the Mandate "without the consent of the United States." These 
and similar items appear nowhere in Mr. Painton 1s study. We presume that this 
was for the benefit of his readers. Why bother to clutter up people's minds 
with dry. factual stuff when it•s so much more convenient to draw one 1s con
clusions from conversations with 11 a government Arab official whom I cannot 
name. 11 

Nowhere in the article is Britain 1s role in Palestine discussed. As a matter 
of fact, Ur. Painton chooses to regard the Palestine question as a 11 Jewish-
Arab problem•" with immigration the nub of that problem. The over-simplification 
is convenient indeed. If this is an "Arab-Jewish problem, 11 then there I s no need 
to draw attention to Britain 1s pledges to the Jewish people or to other inter
national guarantees of a Jewish National Home in Palestine, there's no need to 
examine how well or how badly such promises have been kept, there's no need to 
indicate that such an institution as the Palestine Administration even exists ... 

A.s for Jewish immigration into Palestine -- Mr, Painton makes no mention r.rhat
ever of the Jewish need for Palestine. The plight of the remaining Jews of 
Eu.rope, for whom Palestine is the only place of refuge on this earth does not 
figure in~~. Painton 1s analysis. That these uprooted, hunted people need one 
spot where they may rebuild their shattered lives, free from the plagues of 
anti-Semitism and homelessness vrhich have tortured them for centuries, is 
never considered. 

And because such "minor" factors a.re disregarded, i.~r. Painton finds no trouble 
in dismissing the entire question of the White Paper and what it means to Jews 
seeking escape from the European hell with these two sentences; 11 The Arabs, 
for the moment at least, are content to stand on the White Paper. The Jews 
are vigorously and even violently opposing it, but because of the war a sort 
of armistice has been set up which, except for the extremists, hn.s been reason
ably wel 1 ob served. 11 

It would seem that Vil'. Painton and the Digest•s editors need additional facts 
to round out their 11 objective 11 study. Perhaps they will allow us to supply 
a few of these. 

First, about the White Paper. Isn 1t it worth mentioning, why it was issued? 
Perhaps this information would mclce it necessary for v~. Painton to revise his 
report somewhat. He would suddenly realize that there are other factors in 
the Palestine question -- that something cal led 11 Chamberla.in nppeasement11 

figured prominantly in 1939, when the White Paper was issued, thn.t his picture 
of 11 the u.norgn:11zed Arab, who has no spokesmen n.nd few nrms ...• who is leaning 
on the :British ·co protect him, 11 etc. is not "as honest u.nd objective as it is 
in his power to write • 11 

For Mr. Painton's information, the White Paper was issued by Britain to appen.se 
certain Arab l o.:-..d~:r s who: ur..de:r the infJ.uence of Hitler and Musse 1 'ini, hn.d 
whip~8d up thei :i:- _pecple ngni ns·~ the Bri'tis:i and the ,T c,.v;.; " Did i-Ji:..· ,. -~:o.inton 
ever hear of the M.:-.'f ti of Jerusalem, we wonder? That gentlernnn is now with 
hi~ Nazi master in Berlin. 

Mr. Painton tells us · thn.t the Arabs II arc afraid of the Jews" because the latter 
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11 have a world press and vast weal th, and have been smuggling in arms on a rather 
astonishing scale -- not only rifles• but also machine-guns and mortars ... The 
Arab is unorganized• he has no spokesmen, and he has few arms. 11 It follows, 
therefore, thnt it is the Jew who is the trouble-maker in Palestine. Not the 
feudal Arab leaders. Not the reactionary British Colonial Administration. But 
the Jew - the pioneer who reclaimed barren wasteland for the blessing of all 
and the hurt of none. The Jew -- who revived an impoverished country, vtlthout 
tho exploitation of others, and created a new ru1d better life for EJ:l the in
habitants of Palestine~ This same Jew is the villain in the piece, if wo are 
to believe this "Report on Palestine." 

Vir. Painton, perhaps unwittingly, has supplied the M.ifti with ample material 
for a number of broadcasts over the Berlin radio. He should be reminded of 
one simple fact -- the Jews have never attacked Arab cororiunities, and arms in 
the possession of Jews have been used only in defense of Jewish homes and com
nnmi ties against Arab terrorists. 

There are, unfortunately, a few (we repeat, a few) Jewish extremists who are 
responsible for the recent outbreaks in Palestine. It should be pointed out, 
hov1ever, that in no instance were Arabs attacked, and that ~ responsible 
Jewish groups have condenmed the actions of this handful of terrorists - and 
in no uncertain terms. 

Conflict between Arabs and Jews, negligible in the beginning• could have been 
kept that v1ay had not ti"le ?ales tine Administration vacillated and up::')e ased (long 
before appeasement became fashionable in the mother country). 

l3efore we move on from Mr. Painton 1s description of the Palestine Jew as a 
fanatic, who disregards all else in his efforts to achieve his nationalist 
aims, let us ask ourselves: Who in the Near East has, kept faith with Britain 
and the otho1 .. United Nations in this war? The I1 .. aqi, ,·,ho in Britain's darkest 
hour attempted a pro-Nazi revolt? The Egyptians, who refused to lift a finger 
to halt Rommel• s approach to .Alexandria? The Syrians, whose land aas teern.ed •,.,ri th 
fascist s:pies7 The Palestine Arabs, whose leader is doing Hitler's work openly? 
(And incidentally, if the .Arab has no spokesmen, as Mr. Painton declares, for 
whom were officials of the above-mentioned countries speaking when they denounced 
the Palestine resolutions, introduced in the Congress of the United States, in 
such vitriolic terms?) 

]y contrast, the Jews of Palestine have created a real arsenal of democracy in 
the l/dddle East . More than· 30 1 000 have volunteered for service in the British 
Army (this is e~~valent to a volunteer enlistment of 8,000,000 in tho United 
States) and the Jewish National Home is providing food, arnmuni tion and other 
vital supplies to United Nations forces. 

Again on tho quest ion of immigration -- Jows are quite willing to allow Pales,
tine I s "absorptive ca:paci ty 11 determine how many should be ad.mi tted. The Reader I s 
Digest 1s footnote containing Dr. Walter C. Lowdermilk 1s opinion on this question 
states that, with irrigation, Palestine could support an added 4,000,000 people. 
Need we say more? 

It should be noted, too, that within the past twenty-two years there has been 
a 4o% increase in the Arab population of Palestine. This has been brought about 
by the declining Arab death-rate (due to improved health conditions) and the 
migration of Arabs into Palestine (to take advantage of the higher standard of 
living c~eated there by the Jews). 
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N~. Painton 1s survey contains so many misconceptions and distortions that it is 
impossible to cover them all here. (A full article would be required for this -
and if the editors of the Digest have a sense of fair-play. they will invit~ 
someone who is better qualified than l/~. rainton to present the facts in their 
next issue.) However• one or two'of Mr.' J?ainton•s statements should be noted 
here. 

He reports the Trans-Jordan people as saying bitterly, 11 rooving the Arabs out of 
Palestine to let in the Jews is comparable to asking the people in Xan~as to pick 
up and get out so that newcomers could settle on the land. 11 The corqparison with 
Kansas suggests an American rather than a Transjorda.nian source for this malicious 
allegation. The idea that Transjordanians know of the existence of such a place 
as Kansas is laughable. However,~~. Painton 1 s point is that Arabs object to 
being moved out of Palestine. The slightest enquiry on his part would have in
dicated that at no time have responsible Zionists proposed that the Arabs be 
dispossessed. On the other hand, .Arabs have been moving into Palestine, not out 
of it, as was pointed out above. 

Mr. Painton warns: 11 The Arab world will rise if the White Paper clause on immi
gration :\s rescinded." That is only one man I s ~pinion. A New York Times corres
pondent recently reported from Palestine that Arab agitators are having a difficult 
time in stirring up even the Palestinian Arabs, beeause the latter are nnch too 
content with wartime prosperity. It should be pointed out, too, that on March 9th 
President Roosevelt declared that the United States Uhas never given its approval 
to the British White Paper of 193911 and that 11 full •justice will be done to those 
who seek a Jewish National Home. 11 Not one Arn.b protest was heard, let alone a 
revolt of the Arab world. 

Mr. Painton 1s conclusion -- 11 the Palestine pr oblem will die out by sheer lack of 
Jews who would give up their own homeland to plant themselves anew in the sterile 
hills of Judea11 - is as false as it is vicious (or ignorant). 

He speaks of Jews ngiving up their homeland. 11 Where has Mr. Painton been during 
the past decade? Hasn't he heard yet that the Jews of Europe~- no matter where 
they lived - have been uprooted and persecuted, that they are being annihilated, 
that they have no homes, that a majority of those who remain have nothing to 
return to but the graveyards of their loved ones? Which 11 homelands11 are to be 
11 given up? 11 Those countries in Central and Eastern Europe where Jew-hating and 
Je~-killing have been the national sport for generations? 

And 11 the sterile hills of Judea11 indeedl Can Mr. Painton actually have visited 
Jewish Palestine and returned with that phrase? If Mr. Painton is correct, then 
the terraced fields, the beautiful orchards, the modern cities created by Jewish 
sweat and Jewish blood are a mirage which a surprisingly large number of observers 
and visitors have witnessed. 

The "Jewish problem11 in Palestine {as Mr, Painton sees it) will not 11 die out11 --

not until the solemn pledges made to the Jcuish people have been fulfilled, not 
until Jewish hopes for Palestine have been realized. The voice of Jewry and 
the Christian conscience will not be silent. 

HLS: 1':iLD 
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CO PY 

THE READER' S DIGEST 

Dr. lmanue 1 Neumann 
Commission on Palestine Surveys 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Neumann: 

Pleasantville, N. Y. 
4030 Poinciana Avenue 
Coconut Grove 
Miami, Florida 

May 2, 1944 

I am still down here in Florida unable -- for reasons of 
health -- to return north. 

I saw Painton' s article and I at once wrote to Eliabi B1n 
Hor in. He wired me in reply. I then telephoned our executive eii tor 
in Pleasantville, Mr. Kenneth Payne. He told me he would get in touch 
with Mr. Ben-Horin. 

You must rest assured that Mr. Payne has no anti-Semitic 
animus whatsoever. 

I told Mr. Payne frankly that the article seemed to me to con
tain many errors and many false conclusions. Mr. Payne said that he 
would go into the whole Zionist problem more deeply. I feel sure that 
he will. You will know, of course, that I did not see the article be
fore it was printed. 

I hope to get bach north by the middle of June. I hope that 
you will then be there. I would like to lay some plans with you. 117 
indignation against the Palestine Government grows deeper and higher 
every day. 

Wt th many regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

(aigned) William Bard 

This letter will have to be signed for me. 

by ECU 
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(Confidential) 

Mr. 111 • lla.r 
4030 Poinc1an A.venue 
Coconut Grove 

181n1, norida 

Dear ';.r. l-1ard1 

ay 5, 1944 

I haTe just reoe1Yed your ::ooat weloow.e letter of ~ ay 2nd 
and wir ne you a• follow•i 

" lAIU.f!S'? ffl KS YOUR LITTER ? A? SECOUD CONFI!E ITIAt l3Z HORD Al 
~XCb.LLElfr :w; Bt1'1' ffiJJt R'l.Ul:l.l'I'ILY co1nlEC1.'ED . IT~t }; W Z !O?lIST ORG. UZ.A.TI 
E 1'3RTAD I G OER'r V J1YS u~rAOOIP'?A.13LE 'It' T1lE OJFIOIAL ZIOUIST • VE 
WOULD tf.d •1 YOU 'l'EtlPIDliw OR fl PA ' TO oo~ 1,ill f!TI us DE O T I G 
JURTBE.R STEPS E TI . LY AT HIS DISPOSAL RS)1w.LY TD AS ;,PRtSENTI .G 
OFFICIAL ZIOl'"I~'l' 0 ...... _. ... .iiT PL .. ~ WI.if,;, PLt COLLECT TllJ\NlCS" 

o xplain :tur\ller: • Ben Horin, who I know peraonally and 
who" gitt• I admire. 1• one ot th• ieader• of 'bhe ? •• Ziontat Or ani1a
\ion. They are the Re.-1,toni•t•• fdlower.a ot the la.te J•botinllq, who 
sec dad fro~n the ZlonS.•t Organi:,atlon. They are re a.rded aa enterta1n
i.ag " xtre 1., .. new,. 111ch as the forcible tran1ter ot the Ar :b1 tro 
Paleatine to Syria or Iraq, etc. Their following, e1pecially in th11 
cou.nt~y. ie numerically in,tgnitioont. almost nil. The ott1c! 1 Zion
tat movement in t.h1• coun\ry: 1 • repreaen\ed by the .A.merioan Zioniat 
lmerg-enoy Council. whtoh embrace• all the maJor Zi.Qniat oJ'ganilations, 
including the Zioniat Organ11 tion of Amlr1ca. Ha4a•eah, omen'• Zion1et 
Organ~sat1on, th Poalei Zion (L or Zion1.ata) and the M1arach1 (Ortho
dox reli 1ous Zionitte). 'l.'he1e oupa ha're a total cluea- ayi mt ber
ahip of oYer 300,000 d have the moral support and backin of moat ot 
the o\her uia.jor Jewt1h oJ'ganis tio:nl in th11 country, inc udtng tli• 
•nerican Jewish Oo.ngr•••• n tith. erioan Jewish Oon1'erence, to • 

. It would therefore be a taot1oal miatake tor the •Reader 1 • 

Dtgea\41 to work wtth repreHnt ti'Ye• of the 10-oalled lf• Ziontat Or
ganisation tor it would be like y to further offend the 1en11.bll 1t1ea 
of the su.pportera ot th official Zion11t rno•emen\ throughout tba 
country. 

I was happy, of oourse, to not• that you reaote· ao pro tl7 
on your own to Painton'• '\Jnfortuna\e article. I hear that the 'Editor1 
had 0~1n tacted Dr. Lo11Clerm1 lk in ash 1n~ton and eh.own him. the er tic le• 
but I aappo • ,ha\ he, not 'being Yf#y poll tical-ininded, did not reac, 
\o it ae Ttgorouel7 •• he m1 t han, though eTiden,ly he expreaaed ht• 
411 .. n\ with re ard ,o \he ar~en\ on abaorpt1Ye capacit7, and ,h11 
re8'Ult in the 100\no\e. 



Ill'. lllll Bard 

I ba4 \o upr••• 11i1•lt rather T1gorou•l1 l an u\lcl• 1il1oh 
I wrote for th• Jewilh •DaJ•, oopy of whioh I en lo ing. • 
o,i.r 4&7, Dr. ~ Blllel il'fw, one t our crea\ le •• and Ohair-

an ot t lxeou,tn O 1\t•• of the erlc 11onist er ~noy Oo~noil, 
r•f•rr•4 ,o aboft, •ow otfioiallJ \o \be ••••r • • D •t•, asking tor 
publication of ano\her arttol• llLON aymp thetic • a\ 1 •a•t obj tiv in 
obatao-.r. 

1 •, w wbe \her 7ou ha•• ... n Dr. Lowcle ilk 1 • oo , 
•p le \lne, Lan4 of Pro 1••~• which con\aina a chapter entitle • 
lor4an. fall•1 Auihort\r', ou\linl th• &r•a\ reolma\1on, int \ion 
u.4 h14ro•lectrl prop • Jor \be paat r•ar I haft n at r , wi 
th• el ot a croup of c111\iDC111•h•4 •~ta.era, a\11411,ng •he• project • 
and ur wor baa no• acl•ame4 \o the bluepri t t . t chn cal 
mteeion 1• abou\ to le :ye tor Pal ■tine to co l•M the etud1•• on \bl 
spot. 

cau ot ei , yeara I sp nt in P eti •• bot fti-
cial a &0i:t1 ( :ber of tbe xaout1ve of \he .. 1,h ency) and 

• iv , e t11•n •ng d. 1 buai • a; beoim•• of \he n got1.ation1 
wh1oh I carried on peraonallJ wh11• I w a ha• w1 h \ Ar , of Tran► 
Jor , d par icularl7 with 1r bduall ~d.1 g ,Je i ttl• •n 
tn. an Jorclazq \1aularlJ • b oaua f •oonomic and engi~•r-
t tud.ie in • lch I :re been en,..aa .. - f r p st ye , 1 feel •► 
peel ally qu&litlecl to cliHU1e \ha anbject. weTer, I ih1nlc 7ou w • 

11 enou to re 1•• tl I no\ f s f or o ort i\y pub• 
111h article in the •Jloadar' 1 Dieet . 11 c • bl\ ~ 11• by to o• 
l•• equ.al.11, o 'be tu qu it1ea.. t • mporw.n,. howe•er, 1• that 

\he 1 tor ehol!.1 ooDfer with •• he off1o l liont 1t , d try work 
ou qu tion 1 coop r tion wit ua. 

'D at" i i ort t d it1 flue o• 10 w1 
ti t r g 11 t• • of maJor 1 or\ •. I do 
will t y on c;s e • and dv iae • . ~ bl •• y 
Jou .. 11 on ! 

1 ih nde , re ar4a. 1 ner 

/M 
(Inc.) 

r i\htull oura, 

I anuel Jte,llDl.an 

ap. 
• 1ft 

k8ep 
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1'he Reader•• Digeat 

Bditora - DeWitt Wallace - Lila Acheaon Wallace 

PleasMtTille, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. 111• and Dr. Silver: 

At thia lat& date permit me to expreas our appreciation of 
7our thoughtful and informative criticiem of J'rederick Pl!ld.nton•• 
•Report on Palestine". Tour letter, together with others we re
ceiTed, provided facts and argwnente which will ap-pear as a •\11DJD&l"1 

enti\led• •n1aaenting Reporta on Palestine", in the Ju.17 11sue ot 
the Reader•• Digest. I hope you will 21)prove our preaent~tion of 
the ma.jor cr1 ticimns of Mr. Pahton 1 • article and that it will 
demonstrate to you the sincerity of our effort to pre«ent both aidea 
of controver•ia.1. subject~~ 

Ma117 thank; f<'.'r ym1.r contribution to the discuasion. 

Dr. Stephens. liae 
Dr • .l.bba Hillel Silver 
c/o Mnerican Zionist &nergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York, 17, New York 

Very trul7 yours, 

( Signed) 
. Dewitt 1'allaee 
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AN ANSWER TO THE READER 1S DIGEST 1S "REPORT ON PALESTINE" 

by Er:ianuel Neumann 

The Reader ls Digest 1 s article Report on P~lestine, out only a fe\v days, has 
already aroused a storm of indignation, judging by roossages which have been pouring 
in from all parts of the country. That this indignation is, in my opinion, fully 
warranted, would o.ppearfrom my own comment, but I vmuld like to preface my comment 
with the follorting observation: It is, after all, no mere than an article that ,.-,e 
are dealing with, even if it does appear in a magazine claimi rig nine million cir
culation. It is unfortunate; it is harm:(ul; but it is not a calamity. Nov, that 
tho fi91t is on, nor, that the future of Palestine has become a burning question, 
we nn.ist expect and be prepared for hostile expressions of opinion as well as the 
friendly kind. Last week Collier's magazine, which also enjoys a large national 
circulation, published an excellent article, 11 The Jew as a Soldier", in which the 
Palestine questi cn is treated from a sympathetic point of view; this Heek it is 
the Reader 1 s Digest vii th the opposite trend. On the r;hole • Zionism has had a v0ry 
favorable press in this country in recent months. If a blow is delivered nov1 and 
then, rre must take it on the chin without getting hysterical. 

That tue article in question constitutes an attack, cannot be doubted. It 
is supposed to give 11 the truth behind the passion and politics in the controversy. 11 

It is dressed up as an "honest and objective" treatment of the subject, but in fact 
and taken as a r:hole, it is as flagrant a piece of anti-Zionist pro:eaganda a~ has 
appeared in a long time. The Reader's Digest apparently has no luck ~,ith Palestine. 
This is not the first tendentious anti-Zionist article r:hich has appeared. Some 
years ago, ~hile I uo.s still living in Palestine, the Reader's Digest had an article 
about Tel Aviv rhlich nas so full of stupidities, inaccuracies and a thoroughgoing 
misunderstanding of the spirit of Tel Aviv as to 1 ave us absolutely aghast. On 
the othe1· hond, I do net recall that the Digest ever published an article on Pal
estine or Zionism genuinely objective in character, let alone sympathetic to Zion
ist aspirations. Whether this is an accident or design, I cnnnot say. 

The article does attempt to state the Je;1ish ca.use, though inadequately. 
But it is significant that it devotes to it barely one page out of six. Practically 
all the rest is devoted to a refutation of the Jewish case, to the Arab point of 
vieu, and to distortions and misstatcn~nts generally. It is impossible in a short 
article to deal vii th oll of these roisstnternen ts of fa.ct and fo.lacious nrgu.roon ta tion. 
I vlill only point out a fevr of them. 

To begin \·ii th, the r1ri tor, Hr. Painton, conveniontly di sre6nrds the broad 
international aspects of the Palestine question: the 1/kmdn.te cnnferred upon Great 
Brito.in by the League of Nations, the Joint Pnlestine Resolution of the 67th Con
gress of the United States, tho Anglo .. knericnn Treaty of 1925. Nor is the role of 
tho :British Administration in Pale st inc discussed. i•·a-. Painton chooses to regard 
tho PaleGtine question simply o.s a Jcrlish-A.rab problem, and ho divorces it comploto
ly from its international context, including the desperate plight of European Jewry 
and the determination of the civilized world to provide the Jewish people with a 
National Home. Palestinian Jews are depicted as a fanatical lot, almost crazy, one 
would suspect, nho are insisting on doing the impossible• backed by their 11 v10rld 
press" and 11 vast v1eal th. 11 The Arabs II are afraid of the Je\·1s, nho have been snuggl
ing arms on an astonishing scale." In reckless disregard of the history of the 
past twenty-five years, it is implied that it is the Je~vs rather than the Arab 
extremists and terrorists who are the trouble makers in Palestine. Though it ~as 
the Arabs \1ho were the aggressors and let loose n:urderous attacks in 1921, in 1929 
and in 1936 to 1938, the Jey, is somehor, the villain of the piece, if i,e are to 



believe this 11 Report on Palestine. 11 And while en the one hand the Jews ai·e de
picted as such fanatical nationalists, the v1riter would also have us believe that 
they are waiting in large numbers for the t ermination of the war in order to rush 
back to the countries of their origin on the blood ooaked continent of Europe. 
As evidence of the failure of the Jews to sink roots in Palestine, Painton cites 
the fact that only 100 out of the 5500 American Jews in Palestine have given up 
their American passports. It does not occur to him to ar.t. himself the question 
whether these American Jews and many thouzands of others might be rc,asonably ex
pected to give up the protection of their present status as long as Palestine is 
run by the British Colonial Administration on a White Paper policy. 

The writer quotes Arab statistics to show how irrg_)ortant is the Arab stake 
in the land. iobody questions it. Dut it is by this time :FCll e stabli sh0d ru1d 
common kno·11ledge that taking the economic lifo of the country as a whole, the Jc~.-,
ish comrrnmi ty, though only a third of the population, is already the preponderant 
economic factor. In the industrial field, for exarrrplo , the Jeus have entablinhed 
and operate ful l y so% of Palestinian industry. They contribute roore than 706/o of 
the country's revenues. The Jey,ish stake in Palestine is already at least as 
important as the Arab and is constantly gro Yling at an ever increasing pace. 

The assertion is made to our discredit that only 23% of Palestine Jev1S live 
on the land. Actually this is a tremendous achievement ond a fairly satisfactory 
proportion. It represents a f-undarrental occupational readjustment on the part of 
city-bred immigrants. lv'~reover, the percentage of Jens in agriculture compares 
favorably with the situation in many other countries. In the United States only 
19. 3% of the total popul ation is gainfully employed in ae;ricul ture; in Canada 2750; 
in Holland 20%; in Belgium 17%; and in Encland only 6.5%. 

The author goes on to say that 11 it i ~ still an enormous philanthropic ven
ture ... the United States alone sends five nnd a half million dollars into Pales
tine each year. 11 He does not seem to realize that the philanthropic contributions 
of the Jews to PalestiLe are mainly for the purpose of c1~eating nev, agriaul tu1~a1 
settlements and not for subsidizing or maintaining t'.ne existing population. These 

.contributions represent only a small part of the total capital import into Pales
tine, the overwhelming part of which comes in by wuy of private investments. The 
United States itself, the richest country in the world, was built up with the aid 
of foreign capital imported in great quantities throu6 hout the nineteenth century. 
Until 1914 the United States was in this sense a debtor country and the gToss 
foreign investments made here amounted to approximately $5,000,000,000. Docs that 
makes the United States a philanthropic venture? Foreign investments in other 
gTowing countries amounted to the following figures as of 1930: South Africa, 
~ 260,000,000; Argentine~ 635,000,000; Austria~ 753,000,000; Canada~ 955,000,000 
The total i~vest1rents in Palestine as of 1942 is about ;, 120,000,000, of which at 
least five-sixths was private investment capital. 

The author complains that you can 1t get enough to eat in Palestine tpda,h 
He was hungry all the time he was there. Th::it is too bad, but I have heard 
similar complaints from visitors to other countries affected by the war, by war
time inflation, by lack of shipping facilities. England, a great and rich country, 
is largely dependent upon foodstuffs imported from overseas. 

More irr:q)ortan t is the argument concerning population density. The author 
compares Palestine •s density with that of the state of Oregon vri thout making it 
clear why he chose that vast and underpopulated state for comparison. Why not go 
further afield, compare Palestine with Alaska, Canada or the Antarctic reGions? 
If Palestine has 144.5 population per square mile, Roumania has 172; Hungary 251; 
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Holland 650; nhile Egypt has a density of 1173 per square mile on its inhabited 
area. It is perhaps more to the point to compare Palestine with the neighboring 
little country of Lebanon, which has a density of 270 per square mile, al.mo st 
twice the ·density of Palestine. 

Tne further ar61J.IDent that Palestine has cnly 2,200,000 acres of productive 
and potentially productive land is equally superficial. Everything depends upon 
the extent to w:1ich modern technology, including irrigation, is applied to the 
land. It has been amply demonstrated in Palestine that cne d:unam of irrigated 
land is the economic equivalent of at least five dun.ams of inirrigated land. ]y 

utilizing the available water resources, the effective cultivable area cnn be more 
than doubled. J3y the same token, the ~icul tural population of Palestine coulQ 
~asily be doubled, not to speak, of course, of urban population dependent upon 
trade and industry. 

The arguraent that Arab progress is due to the influx of Jewish capital and 
that if Jewish capital were wi thclrawn the Arnb s I standaxd of living 11 would fall 
back to precisely where it had been" - all of this can only be desribed as stupid 
argumentation. It betrays the author I s obvious ignorance of simple economic pro
cesses, of the permanent influence of capital investments and the permanent values 
created thereby. The Dnly correct test to apply is whether the capital invested 
is productively applied, whether there is an increase of production commensurate 
with the invested capital. As to that, the statistics of Palestine are eloquent 
of its constantly expanding economy and production. Or does Mr. Painton th.ink 
that the 600,000 Jews of Palestine, and perhaps a large part of the Arab population 
as well, are living on the dole? Would all the collections of Zionist funds, 
nul tiplied ten. times, suffice to maintain such a population? Or is it not clear 
that the large investments in orange groves, in factories, in farms, in tho chemi
cal works, in the electrical industry, in transportation and in IllD!ly other fields 
are basically sound and a.re providing a permanent livelihood for ever-increasing 
numbers of workers and farmers alike? 

The article ends with the "consoling" thought, that the problem will solve 
itself through the fact that Jews are not going to go to Palestine in the future 
to plant themselves "in the sterile hilles of Judaca.. 11 lvir. Painton doesn't tell 
us whether his friends among the Arabs share that vier, and if they do, nhy aro 
they opposing so violently a Jewish immigration which is not going to take place. 
Judging by the article, the author knows little about colonization, economics, 
history or international affairs. It is not a serious contribution to the dis
cussion but a superficial journalistic piece oi shreds and patches. But for its 
appearance in a widely read journal, it would scarcely rneri t attention. 
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