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Jmerican Zionjjt Cmergencg, Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organi'lation of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland• Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver, 

342 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

Offiee of Dr. Wise 
40 lreet 68th Street 
Hew York 23• N. Y. 

January 17. 1944 

Replying to your letter of January 7th, which did not 
r•aoh • until the 14th when I returned to New York, I Ng 
to 1ay that I tmderatand a.bout Kr. Welles, and hia inability 
to aot for ua ie regret't..ble. 

I have apoken to Jfr. Strau■ today, llho wl. 11 talk to 

I have written to nm, •• you •••• He JDa:f/ not be able 
to 1eo ue. Be -.y reel that he cannot at thia tiin. gin 
ua the neoeasary time. 

I not• what you aay about the Rev11ioniata, and Ir•• 
gret that• cannot reaoh a deoi1ion a.nd act upon the poaai­
bility ot agreemant with them. 

ssw/Rw St.ephen s. Wise 
Eno. 



JOHN W. McCORMACK 
12TH DIST. MAS•ACHu•ETTS 

EUGENE T. KINNALY 
•ECIIIETAIIY 

• 

@ffiu of tbe fflajoritp l.eaber 
l,ouie of l\tpreientatibei '11. 6. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
American Zionist Emergency Conncil, 

1720 16th Street, N.W., 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

1st February, 1944 

I was at the White House on Monday morning, to see the Presi­

dent and I gave him the memorandwn which you sent to me, telling him I 

was taking such actior1 at your request. The President said: "Is that 

Rabbi Silver of Cleveland" and I said 11Yes 11 • He spoke very highly of 

you and I sort of gathered the impression that he was going to see you 

in the near future. 

~lith kind personal regards, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 



Ia,en1•• wilk Mr. ~t• ltlea - edDea4 7 re\l"ll8J7 ~3, 1944 

Prea al: Ra)bt J •• G. Heller, bbl Leon I. rev.er, D4 Mr. ilea 

e d lo and trtend.17 conver tion •1th r. ilea. e dlacua1ed wi,h hi■ 

t d1tf1cult1ea which we ~re encountering in connectioa with the resoluttoaa 

due to the in\en Dt1oa ot the lar l)e n en.t. e poin,ed out to r. • 11•• 

t i sentiment in lh• Congreaa waa OTerwhel 1J1117 in Tor or th 

t •• re1olutlou, aad tba\ their deferaen\ would reault in v of 1114lpatloa 

D4 41 ppointm nt ong the Jewa or r1ca. •• old hi• th&t the ineYltable 

re1ult ould be a bad r ct1on agelnal th .Adm1niatration t whoae 4oor-atep 
. 

the bl•• will be 1B1d. r. Wtlee n e!ted t \ it waa poa11bl t t so• of 

the manoevering which reeul ted in tae'tCenention ot the I r Depart ent mi t 'be 

du to the unfriendlineaa ot aome people of \be Congres who w op ortuit7 

to put th selTe eeri~t• with their c 

op ortun1t1 o! ma.kine politlcel . 

d t, the a me time •• an 

Adlllln1atrat1on. e replied 

t ' t we. highl7 tllillbl7 aince &IIIOD& to•• who bad. eD.dora.a. nd were workinc 

•iih ua for the p eaage of \he r••oluttoa• war ••n who were !r1.ri• 4 

apokeemea for the A4■la1atrat1on. 

• expr••••d our puzzle at to r. ilea a, our 4if!1cult7 in \ti aa audlnoe 

for Zioni•t 1 dera with the Prea14 a,. le 414 ao\ •••tow at to dl•ou•• thl• 

qua,ioa but •• pr••••4 1,. le • 14 h• could not udera, nd •hT •• were •• coa­

cerne4. Be kn• the reaidJutl'• mind. on thla aultJeot R1ld \he Preaid.ut n.e 

C011Pl•lel7 with ua. I• had laeen given to a4eratand 1a Loilclon 111at ihe Prl• 

ini•t•r had. iadtce.ted \hat, he baa r nd would ccm\1nue \o raaln • 

•11ppor\er of the Zioma\ cauae. He 14 , , \ht• alao repreacta tbe Ylew of 
• 

th Preaid.al au a\ \be ap roprta,e \1 the tter of l'ale■tiu would \e se\tle4, 



... 

Intenlft with Mr. lllea 

I• contimied to haais• th• t ct that w were in a T ry ib A111nc po 1 tion. 

•• bad propo••• \he latroductlon of the reaolutio•• in od t 1th. We had been 

1•4 to l>eline there would be no o o itioa on the p n of th• St le De rt•••'• 

• po1n,ed out to him t t the reaolutiona bad been ahoa to th S cret r,- of 

State b7 Dr. SllY r, nd he bad Toiced no objection to it or hinted in &JIT wa7 

tlat there would be D7 aition to it on the rt of the xecut1Te D r\mqta 

of the Q.oyernment. e ention 4 tlult tact that Se tor !Rft, one of the co- · 

uthora of the reaolutione, d addreae two inqm.riea to th St t D rtm•nt 

on the wbject,. 9ne in the form of a letter to ecret r7 Bull and the other ln the 

fora of verb 1 query addreaeed to hi• brother, r. Ch rl~a Taft, member of the 

St te Depert nt. eith ,r of th ae inquiries had eli·cite 11n unf vor ble r ctlon. 

It•• on this •1• thl!t Senator 'fa.ft had conaente to beco eon of the co-authon 

of the reaolutlona. ~cliatni t tlon 1 

atAtementa of en4or eaent. le felt 

piece of double de llQg. r. •11ea 

1 w.ed pi'blic 

beea ade tbe Tict1 • of a•t 

o indicate that b •• in au••••t 

, t 1011• kind of back1t,i noeveri had t en pl ce b7 which th ar Depart-

.. t gone to the front for th• State De rt■ nt. 

e then pointed out that there was •Tout of thi• dile 

the Preatdeat make hi• Jll1D4 kno•• to Z1oa1at lead.era, throu,;h n iatenle• with 

them or t ouch ao e kind of meas which he ould aend to them e1th r formall7 

or intormal.17. r. lilea agreed that aoae effort oU«Cht to be •d• to do thi1. 

B aatd that he wO\'lld make lt ht• bua1n•••• firat of all to tq to aacer\ala 

exactl7 w t •• 'behind \he. D pe.rt 11, '• oppoaltion to t.h• reaolutloa• •• 

••condl7, to ae• ,he President and present th• pro\l to hi to••• lt ao • 

7 out could. not be found. r. 11•• alkecl u to contime to keep in t01lch 

LIJ:hll 



la\en1• with • ta dore Lutn 

flmr• • ebna17 e41h. 19" 

r aia bbl L oa I. Jteuer. r. Lulda 

r w \ o ... r. Lubta ln, la,, r•• o flee la \h 

Bou • Ia ,n ttr1t r, of \he la enl• Ra \l 

aili:ut.\loa • tt o'b\&1 d ill t pN181l\ IIOIND\ ill pr ''7 nc:a ,he • • 

• w J • l\ bad 'b ell ou,11ne4 to II~. 11 •• • 

he i o k\ lt would 

found ,o reaol•• I 41fflcult7 Dd, , 

fo,and. Ha 11 d Mr. ilea on \a \el 1'0M while 

b 1 

would • 

Mr. Lubin vce4 \ , 

11•• •ho. he 1Jatorae4 u. la qa.1,. al.OJ• with t, 

con••r ttoa ,.. \he Preat.d•I • llea. 

Ll sbll 

• 

would \l'J to ••ce~ 

.1,1 ' he 

some ord 

ep ln \ouch •l th 

••14 n\ nd to 

.,,_ 



Washington, D. c. 
Murch 9th, 1944.. 

The follov.1ing statement by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

ond Dr. Stephen S, Wise, co-chairmen of the American Zionist 

Emergency Council, was reported by the United Press this a£ternoon& 

"The President authorized us to say that the American 

Government has never given its approval to the ffllite 

Paper of 19:59. The Prosidont is happy th~t the doors 

of Palestine are today open to Jowish r efu6ees, and that 

when future decisions are reached, full justice will be 

done to those who seek a Jev i sh No.tionn.1. Home, for which 

our Government and tho American people have al\•1ays hod tho 

deepest sympathy and today more thon ever, in view of the 

tro.gie p1ight of hundreds of thousands of homeless Jevrish 

refugees." 

f/ 



, 

March l&, 1944. 

The re1ident 
Th , t Bo e 
Waebingtoa, D. o. 

Dear Mr. Pre1ident1 

We n•d hardl7 •aJ hov grateful we were tor the 
opportun1.t7 ot tall diecueaion 'Wit 1ou rt problea 
ot Paleatine. Ve rejoiced again to note 7our understanding 
ed biding 9111Pat!\7 with the ideal and purpose ot tb8 
levi•h people. 

In accordance with 7our nggeation, we have set 
do the encloa draft what ve line be 7our o 
thought ' in relation to the etat•ent which 7ou indicated 
it i y UJ'J)OI to iane in the near future. Ve ehould 
be gr tetal tor the opportunit7, 1n acoordanoe with 7our 
n sti , to e 7our atat•en.t before it 1• ieeued. 

are happy to think that Under-Secre\arf Stettiniua 
is to h •• 7ov.r adYice that while 1n London he oonnl.t with 
the. re ident ot the 'lewieb Aceno, tor Pale.tine, Dr. Obda 
V•i•ann-- Thi• we rep.rd•• or utaoat iaportance in new 
ot 1 hip regard tor Dr. \fei•ann, vbo baa alreadf bad the 
opport11Dit7 tor fl11l dieauaeion or the probl• '4th 

• r'!mt.-A'hw.. 

Abba 111llel SUYer 

Stephen S. WlN 

Oo-Cbaln.a 
Aurlcan Zioniat erge07 Oounc11. 



The de erate plt.ght ot •anJ ■llliona ot ratu, • or all 

n tion itlea oreeda h • ouaed th ooapaaaionate interest 

or the erloan people. The er Befus•• Bo rd wa er te by ■e 

in o er to• ou the 1Jllled1.ate naoue ot • •a.DT refuge• as oan 

till b 1aYed. 

tt.ition ot tbs world baa eepeoi Uy b en directed 

tot t rrible oela1111t1e whioh h ~e overtaken the Jev ot Europe. 

Hitler's rogram, designed to oc011pliah their 0011pl t extera1nation, 

brut 

surrlv 

liV89 

r- d7 eault 1n th death, under condltiona ot incNdibl 

o Ul1on• ot aen, women and children. 

1W1onKJa or thou.11and , p rbap 1llions or those who 111 

11 viah for the opportunity. to rebuU their ttered 

t 1r o • p that oount17 

h 1 dy d on•trated its capaoit7 to a r large nwa er or Jew 

ttort ot Jewiah settler a t r 8Ul or th r r able pioneer 

uring l et • eral. d cad••, ... 1ated bf tbe generoua aaterial 

contri tlona ot their fellow J ewa throqhout th world.. Thia work 

ot upbt.l ding, hio ha been aagn:tt1oent x.ple ot what can be 

achi ed onlJ bJ aen dedio ted to an ideal, ha• been ot benefit not 

onl7 to the Jev1 h but alao to th Arab 1nhab1tan\a or he oountr,. 

people and our OoYera■ent haYe loq had the deepeat . 

e711pat tor the age-old aap1rat1on or the JM.ah people to .. ocn­

at1tute th tr t1onal BoM 1n Paleatine. e oan n..,•r torget that 

our Qoy ent va conaulted and an• ita f'uJ.l aupport and. approyal 

to tb ilto11r Deolar ttoa. Thi• ,., later oonrtriled b7 t.be aotion or 

the Oo ••• ot the United 8ta\ea in a Joint Reeolut.ion unantaouly 

dopt o lune 2 , 1922. Tbe andate tor Pal.Nttne, vh1oh vae 

pprow b the &l ••ber natiou ot the Leape of at1ona, .aa al• 



oontira d b7' th Britisb- l"loan 0on•ent1on or 19!4. BJ thle 

agre our Qoyemaant g Ye it aaaen\ to the designation ot Oreat 

Britain • th andato17 Power charged vit th obligation to 

tacillt t the baigrat1on ot Je,,e into Pal stine d th 1.r oloee 

ttl on the land. 

nev policy hioh •• announoed under the Brit h White 

Paper o 198 would prohibit 1n th near future 1 further Jewieh 

iaigr tlon into alestine d plaoea draatio r atrtot1ona on lewi.eh 

land ur and aettl.-nt and erpetuates a ■inorit7 et tua tor 

J 1: th 1r o..n ational Helle. Thia polii,y haa n r be oo te 

by ou nuaent. It 1 ay nftdirl ope, s ed, I beline, b7 

Prime t r OlmrchUl, hetto intere t 1n th 

upbu t th J 9'd.ah oord, t et 

the door ot lestine will b o end r tree entJ7 or 19"11 

th t ooua~1':'Y d t \ th r ahall be tllll opportunit7 tor oolon1sation 

their 

1n th 

nnr-ic devalop ent so t t thq aq contimle the UJ)bullding ot 

e 1n aooordanoe with the intent end purpo• ot the 

lar tion and th date tor Palestine. 

ietinguiahed riti1h end A11erioan •t•t••• vho oartiol ated 

ot th •• b1etorto doowleate heYe aade 1t indubitabl.7 

clear 1r 1n ant and purpoae were. President Ueon atat 1 

•I u r d d that the Al.lied tiona, with the tulleet oonCNJTeno 

ot our own Ocwenaent and people, an qreed that in Pale1\in shall 

laid h toe tiona ot a IM.eh Oomaonvealtb. Thia r•ain• the t1x 

purpo or h enoan people. 




